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We Are Pleased and Proud to Offer
At Unreserved Public Auction
NOVEMBER 17th-19th, 1970

THE MORTIMER L. NEINKEN COLLECTION
of
UNITED STATES STAMPS AND COVERS

1847-1869
(Excluding His “One Cent’’ 1851-57)

* * * * *

A LITERALLY STAGGERING AGGREGATION OF STAMPS AND
COVERS, RICH IN BEAUTIFUL AND RARE LOTS FOR EVERY
COLLECTOR OF THESE FASCINATING ISSUES. THERE IS A
WEALTH OF MATERIAL FOR BOTH THE “ONE-OF-A-KIND” COL-
LECTOR AND THE MOST ADVANCED SPECIALIST.

* * * * *

MR. NEINKEN, A PAST PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. CLASSICS SO-
CIETY, IS INTERNATIONALLY RECOGNIZED AS ONE OF THE
GREAT PHILATELIC STUDENTS OF ALL TIME AND ILLUSTRATIONS
AND DESCRIPTIONS OF MANY OF HIS OUTSTANDING PIECES
HAVE GRACED THE PAGES OF IMPORTANT PHILATELIC BOOKS
AND STUDIES.

* * * * *

UPON REQUEST, A LAVISHLY ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE WILL
BE SENT TO THOSE NOT ALREADY ON OUR MAILING LIST.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
PHONE (212) 753-6421



IF YOU THINK SELLING
YOUR COLLECTION IS LIKE
DIVORCING YOUR WIFE

...you can have custody
of the kids!...if
you'll give us your stamps!

Parting with a stamp or coin collection, whatever the reason, is for most
serious collectors, a near traumatic experience. When the time comes, how-
ever, your collection is in the best of hands at Harmer, Rooke. Whether for
auction or for immediate cash from private sale, you can depend on the
expertise and professional integrity for which Harmer, Rooke has been
famous since 1903.

With sophisticated clients throughout the philatelic and numismatic world,
Harmer, Rooke is your assurance of the expeditious liquidation of your col-
lection at extremely attractive prices. Estates, trust departments of leading
banks and knowledgeable private collectors, as well, have come to depend
on Harmer, Rooke & Co., the world's first major stamp & coin dealer and
auction house. When your time comes...come to Harmer, Rooke. You'll
understand why.

* NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE! « NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT!

WHEN IN NEW YORK, WE INVITE YOU TO VISIT
THE HARMER, ROOKE GALLERIES
...dedicated to the public exhibition and sale
of the world’s rare and interesting stamps and coins
...and, THE HARMER, ROOKE LABORATORIES
The world'’s first electronic laboratory specifically
devoted to the authentication of stamps and coins

REGULARLY SCHEDULED PHILATELIC AUCTIONS ARE HELD
IN OUR OWN GALLERIES and OPEN TO MAIL BIDDERS

Write for complimentary auction catalog and descriptive brochure

USE THE CONVENIENT COUPON BELOW

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC. ! HARMER, ROOKE & CO., Inc.

Negotiants in Fine Properties i 604 5th Avenue, New York 10020
- N i d
S e > Established: Please send auction catalog an
Fa ”! LONDON— 1903 « NEW YORK—1839 | L' put'me on your mling s,
.,'4,.'-" A | | have material for auction or sale.
m@;& THE HARMER, ROOKE BUILDING | [ pilease contact me.
1 A Ii 604 FIFTH AVENUE
‘s\@’,‘/& NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020 | NAME
== | (Please Print Legibly)
For direct inquiry, CALL (212) 765-3883.
For long distance, Call collect. | ADDRESS
APPRAISERS * SALES AGENTS : e P

AUCTIONEERS




"SELECTED"

U. S. COVERS—PART 7

#31 — (10c Ty. I) — HORIZ. STRIP of 3, F-V.F. Cent., tied by indistinct “ALA-1858"
to fine Yellow cover to “SAXONY”, Red Pmk.-“N. YORK-7-AM PKT.-JAN. 8 (1858-
PAID” & “"AACHEN 22 FRANCO” in rectangle, RARE, Est. Cat. $600 - _ $265

#32 — (10c Ty. Il) — V.F.-S. Copy, neatly tied by “MARTINSBURG, PA.-MAY 8
(1861)” Pmk. to V.F. Orange cover to Canada, with orig. letter from minister
discussing pending war, etc., CHOICE & HISTORIC $50

#33 — (10c Ty. Ill) —F.-V.F. Copy (Side St. Ed.), Sideways on immac. Orange
cover, tied by “PAID” in circle, Red “BOSTON, MS.-Dec. 4, 1858” Pmk.,
BEAUTY $30

#35 — (10c Ty. V) — V.F.-S. (3 wide margins) Copy, tied by unclear “PAID” in
grid cancel to immac. White cover, with Red “U. STATES-6" Horseshoe & Red
“Boston, Ms.-10 Cts-Nov. 21, 1862 Pmk. & Mms. “EXPRESS MAIL VIA ST.
JOHN” to Nova Scotia, A GEM _____

#36 — (12c) PAIR & #26(3c) — Tied on V.F.-S. 3c #U-10 Entire, by Black grids,
with Black “SAVANNAH, GA.-AUG. 20, 1858” Pmk., RED-"N.Y.-24” Pmk.,
Black French Rec. Pmk., via British ship to FRANCE, Fresh & Beautiful

#37 — (24c) — Perfs just nip bt., sharp Red grid cancel, on V.F. White cover,
with sharp Red “NEW-19-YORK-Nov. 18 (1860)” Pmk., “PER EUROPA"” to Eng-
land, STRIKING ITEM, Cat $180 _

#37 — V.F. — S. copy, tied by Red grid to Fine Blue folded letterhead with horiz.
crease, vivid “NEW-19-YORK-Oct. 30 (1860)” Pmk., “Pr. ARABIA” to “DUBLIN”,
MOST ATTRACTIVE $135

#37 — (2 Copies) — F.-V.F. cent., tied by rich Red grids to V.F.-S. clean White
cover with Red “38-N.YORK BR. Pkt.-Jan-22 (1851)” Pmk., A REAL BEAUTY,
Est. Cat. $400 - _ $285

#38 — (30c) — Off center, tied by Red grid to V.F. White folded lettersheet,
faint fold. crease, clear Red “NEW-PAID-YORK-12, Mar. 16 (1861)” Pmk., Black
“pP.D.” & French Rec. Mark by Am. ship to FRANCE, Clean & Most Attractive,
Cat $200 - $125

#38 — F.-V.F., Nicely centered, tied by Black grid & “WASHINGTON, D.C.” Pmk.
to V.F.-S. tiny White cover with Red “PD”, “NEW-PAID-YORK-24, Jan. 16 (1860)”
Pmk., & French Rec. Pmk., “Per STEAMER CANADA"” to "PARIS”, Neat &
Cute $140

#38 — V.F. copy, tied by B|;Ck grid to immac. Orange cover, pmk. octagon
“PHILADELPHIA, PA-SEP. 21” Pmk., Red “AACHEN 10 FRANCO” & Red “N.
YORK AM PKT-7 PAID-Sep. 22 Pmk. to GERMANY. A BEAUTY 2

#38 — Hor. PAIR, St. Edge-Rt., tied by Black “NEW YORK, N.Y.-Oct. 23 (1860)"
Pmk. on fine Blue folded lettersheet, Black “14” with Mms. line thru it, to
MEXICO, Est. CAT. $500 - $225

#38 — Hor. PAIR, (Upside down), & #37 (St. edge-RT), tied on Blue folded
lettersheet by Red grids & Red “N. YORK-Br. Pkt.-PAID-Nov. 21 (1860)" Pmk.,
Red “P.D.”, Black French Rec. Pmk., “72” in Magenta ink (credit to England),
“Per Persia Via France” to ITALY, 2 lines of 5-line address inked out, 4 x 21¢
rate, RARE & ATTRACTIVE, Est Cat. $750 $350

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108 :E:
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., at 10 Country Club prive,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. Second-class postage paid at Fulton, Mo. Subscription price $14.00. A year’s sub-
scription is included in membership in the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, with $7. of each
member’s dues apportioned to publication of The Chronicle. Printed in the United States of America.
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FOR SALE
through the private treaty department of
ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.L
ENGLAN D Cables: “Stamps, London, SW1.” Telex: 915 410
UNITED STATES
We have a large selection of U.S. Local and

Carrier stamps on covers.
Postmaster’s Provisional: Providence 1846 complete

sheet of twelve (eleven 5c., one 10c.) superb. $1,260
Bloods City Despatch and Penny Post: 1847-58 collection
of 21 covers. $335
Blood’s Despatch: 27.1.1849 a cover to Montreal bearing
the “Post Office” local and a pair of 1847 5c. $360
Bloods Penny Post on covers (19) with different types
or deliveries on date stamps. $180

Boyds City Express— the Patton reference collection
including genuine (148) and forgeries (over 300)

mounted and written up in one album. $220

— a collection of 14 covers 1844-82. Includes the world’s

worst copy of type L $250

Philadelphia Telegraph Despatch: 1848, very rare Scott

138LI. Some eight copies known. Ex Caspary. $420
INDEPENDENT MAIL
Hale & Co.

1844-45: The Patton collection of covers bearing ad-
hesives (11) and handstamps (15) including covers from
Albany, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Salem and the
rare red stamp. 26 covers. $335
1844-45: Collection of different handstamps from Albany,
New York (6) and Boston (14). Ex Maurice Blake col-
. lection. 21 covers. $250

1844 6c. blue, type 2, eleven of the twenty sheet positions
on eight covers, fair to fine — includes no. 17, the “Wail
St.” variety. $115
Sanitary Fair stamps: 1863-64. The D. S. Patton collec-
tion including the genuine Albany 10c. rose, 10c. black;
Boston 10c. green (complete and fine appearance but
thin); Brooklyn 5c. (2) and 10c.; New York 10c. (3);
Philadelphia 10c. (3), 20c. (3) and 30c. (3), ten die
proofs (? all reprints), five plate proofs; Springfield 10c.
(5, one very fine, 3 fine). Also forgerles (26) and bogus

posts (11). $540
Porto Rico: 1898 a complete mint sheet of ten of the
Coamo 5c. provisional. $660

All offered subject to being unsold.
Enquiries to David Muscott; when writing
please mention that vou saw this advertisement
in “Chronicle”
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor

1847 COVERS FROM IOWA
CREIGHTON C. HART

There are no 10c 1847 covers postmarked from Iowa.

That is a broad and daring statement because 1650 ten cent stamps were
sent to the six Iowa post offices that received supplies of our first issue. Three
of these, Burlington, DuBuque, and Keokuk reordered the 10c denomination. The
St. Paul post office received 1200 ten cent stamps, and Iowa is the only state and
Minnesota Territory the only territory from which no 10c covers are known.

Iowa was one of our sparsely settled frontier states having been recently
admitted to the Union on December 28, 1846. Iowa '47 covers are necessarily un-
common because only 4900 fives were sent to only six Iowa post offices with the
1650 tens.

The following information about the number of stamps, the date sent and
the date received is from the official “Record Book of Stamp Shipments to Post-
masters July 1, 1847 to June 30, 1853.”!

Earliest Dates Total Quantities
Post Office Sent Received 5c 10c
Burlington Nov. 16, 1849 Nov. 29, 1849 1,600 500
DuBuque Jan. 5, 1850 Jan, 17, 1850 1,200 500
Fairfield May 24, 1850 June 5, 1850 400 100
Farmington Nov. 27, 1849 Dec. 13, 1849 300 100
Keokuk Aug. 14, 1849 Aug. 25, 1849 1,200 400
Mt. Pleasant July 26, 1849 Aug. 7, 1849 200 50

The first supplies were sent to Mt. Pleasant but not until more than two
years after the stamps were issued. The stamps were usually in transit about 11
days from Washington, D. C., but the shipment to Farmington on November 27,
1849 took 16 days probably because of stormy winter weather.

It may seem strange that no stamps were sent to Des Moines, or to Fort
Des Moines, as it was listed in the Post Office directory. However, Fort Des
Moines was a small settlement in 1850 with only a few hundred inhabitants.
The capital of Iowa was located in Iowa City from 1842 to 1857. Davenport didn’t
receive any stamps either and it was a busy, populated, river town midway
between Burlington and DuBuque. An 1847 cover may yet turn up from Daven-
port because it was not uncommon for postmasters to purchase stamps from
nearby post offices.? Much of the mail from river towns was commercial mail
addressed to eastern business firms requiring the ten cent rate for over 300 miles.
If a 10c cover from Iowa ever turns up I expect it to be from Burlington or Du-
Buque and even Davenport is a possibility.

There are seven 5c 1847 covers known from Iowa and all except two pay
the single 5¢ rate. The cover from Burlington to Boston has a pair of 5¢ stamps
as does the cover from Keokuk.

The seven 5c¢ 1847 covers are:
February 11, 1850 red Burlington to Ottumwa.
March 16, 1850 red DuBuque to ?
December 14, 1850 red Burlington to Boston.
January 21, 1851 black Ft. Madison to Iowa City, Iowa.
April 10, 1851 bk ms McGregor’s Landing to ?
May 16, P red Burlington to DuBuque, Iowa.
? P ? Keokuk to ?

An eighth 5¢ cover dated November 1848 postmarked in blue “Bloomington,
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1){;‘0, ‘5'3 ‘

1y %,

Burlington, lowa. This is on> cf two csvers paying the 10c rate for ovar 380 miles. There are no lcwa covers
known with a 10c 1847 stamp.

Iowa” and addressed to DuBuque was sold in a John A. Fox auction on Jan.
29, 1952. Stanley B. Ashbrook examined this cover at a much later date and
declared that the stamp had been added. The stamp has been removed and the
cover no longer exists as an 1847 cover from lowa.

Elliott Perry in the March 1938 issue of his “Pat Paragraphs” accurately wrote
of Towa 1847 covers, “The small total—only 6,550 stamps—accounts for the
rarity of Iowa covers bearing them. A few 5c¢ are known on covers from Burling-
ton which was a town of 4,082 in 1850.” Iowa postmarks of this period have the
“lowa” spelled out, not abbreviated. Indiana is abbreviated in its postmarks as
“Ia” which can be mistaken as an abbreviation for Iowa. This is not expected to
cause any difficulty for collectors because Indiana '47 covers are almost as scarce
as are those from Iowa.

To date articles have appeared in The Chronicle about 1847 covers from
Arkansas, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Minnesota Territory,
Mississippi, New Hampshire, Texas, Vermont, Wisconsin, Wisconsin Territory
and Panama. One or more additional covers have been reported for each of
these areas except Arkansas, Minnesota Territory and Wisconsin Territory. If
any collector has or knows of an Iowa cover that is not reported in this article,
your editor would like to know about it—especially if it's a 10c cover.? I consider
the 1847 section a clearing house for information about 1847 covers. I enjoy
hearing from collectors about 1847 covers not as yet listed in these articles and
passing on any information I receive to our members.

Footnotes

1 Postal Markings of the United States, 1847-1851 by Mannel Hahn incorrectly gives Nov.
I1th for Burlington and May 25th for Fairfield as the dates sent.

2 See several letters (e.g. NOS. 56, 57, 77, 100, 104, 105, etc.) of Robt. Morris, postmaster of
New York as edited by Winthrop Boggs in his book Robert Morris Postmaster of N. Y. A very
few of these books are still available from the Collectors Club of New York.

3 Ten cent 1847 covers to Towa are uncommon: four have been recorded so far (Jan. 13,
1848, Evansville, Ind. to Burlington; Mar. 16, 1850, New York to Keokuk and May x, 1851, Phil-
adelphia to Burlington. A fourth cover was sold in Herman Herst, Jr.’s auction November 25,
1938 from New York to DuBuque. The date of usage is now known. In the catalogue for his
auction May 7, 1970 his column headed “Down Memory Lane” lists a “10c 1847 superb on cover
from DuBuque @ $28.00.” Herst writes me that the correct description of the lot should be
“10c 1847, ultra superb, huge margins all 4 sides, tied to cover, New York to DuBuque, Towa”).

A fifth cover from Binghampton, N. Y. (Nov. 3, 18-x) to Mt. Pleasant, is not genuine.

GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC-
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAINS FOR YOUR INFOR-
MATION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VARIATION OF THE “GOLDEN RULE.”
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U. S. EXPRESS MAIL — HUDSON RIVER MAIL
CREIGHTON C. HART

This year’s May issue of The Chronicle reported on 1847 covers with U. S.
Express Mail postmarks having either the “N. York” or the “Boston” logo. These
are still the only two U, S. Express Mail postmarks known on covers with 1847
stamps. However, additional information related to these U. S. Express Mail
postal markings has been given to me by several collectors.

Kenneth de Lisle has written a booklet, “Hudson River Mail 1804-1858,”
which reports on postmarks used along that important waterway. The U. S.
Express Mail postmarks used on this river route have either the “N. York” or
the “Albany” logo, but are not known after 1846. The “N. York” postmark used
on the Albany Service is slightly different from the one used on the run from
New York to Boston. The latter marking does appear on covers with 1847 stamps.
Ken’s detailed report identifies the circular “Hudson Riv Mail” as the successor
to the “U. S. Express Mail” postmarks used on the New York-Albany run. This
excellent, well-illustrated monograph is based on the W. L. L. Peltz collection
of Albany postal history and was published in a limited edition by the Albany
Institute of History and Art.!

Two types of N. York and Albany logos are known on the New York-Albany
route with the latest use being December 13, 1846, according to de Lisle. Ken
also reports: “Collectors of United States postage stamps will look in vain for
the Hudson River [U. S. Express Mail postmarks] N. YORK and ALBANY on
stamps, or envelopes prepaid with stamps. These markings were no longer in use
when the 5-cent and 10-cent stamps of 1847 were placed on sale.”

In a letter to me Ken also writes about the U. S. Express Mail postmark used
between Albany and Buffalo. The latest use for this U. S. Express Mail postmark
is July 81, 1847 and no ’47 stamps were delivered to any rail route clerks until
August 23, 1848,% so covers with "47 stamps for this route do not exist. Ken says
he “believes the ‘Albany and Buffalo R R’ was used exclusively after 8/1/47”
on the Albany-Buffalo run.

Calvet Hahn has sent a stampless cover, dated February 5, 1851, with a

Similar to Blake’s Boston 365A. This cover used February 5, 1851 has a N. York-U.S. Express Mail postmark
with the day date above the month date. Does znyonz Kavo an 1847 cover with this type of postmark?

“N. York” logo that so far has not been reported with a ’47 stamp. This postmark,
with the day date over the month date is illustrated and was used on the well
patronized New York to Boston run. I'd appreciate hearing from any collector
having a 1847 cover with this postmark.
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A second 1847 cover with the rare Blake 365A Boston logo has been shown
to me by William Herzog. This cover is also a late usage, April 5, 1851, further
supporting the theory that this type did not come into use until the spring of
1851.

Footnotes

1 Obtainable at $3.50 per copy from the Albany Institute of History and Art. 125 Washing-
ton Ave., Albany, N. Y. 12210.

2 Kenneth R. de Lisle, “Hudson River Mail 1804-1858.” 1969, p. 46.

3 “Record Book of Stamp Shipments to Postmasters July 1, 1847 to June 30, 1853, p. 77.

“DOT IN U” —"N. Y. GRID”
CREIGHTON C. HART

An article with this same title appeared in the August 1969 issue of The
Chronicle and presented brief comments on both subjects. The present article
is to report additional information to that contained in the August issue.

On June 10, 1969 a 5¢ 1847 cover was consigned to and offered by the Robert
A. Siegel Galleries and the stamp was described by its owner as being the “dot
in U” variety. This was a surprising occurrence because the story of this variety
—the 5¢ 1847 stamp with “the mysterious moving dot”™—was told in an article
in the February 1969 issue of The Chronicle. The conclusion reached on the
basis of the brief evidence available was that the “dot in U” was an ink variety
which was not constant. Therefore the appearance of a second cover with a
stamp showing this ink variety was unexpected.

This second cover was purchased by your editor who submitted it to the
Philatelic Foundation. The Foundation found that the 5c¢ stamp on this cover
was not the “dot in U” variety. The cover was posted on July 6, 1848, so that it
probably came from old stock of the first printing, the same printing which
produced the “dot in U” variety on a cover from Middlebury, Vt., dated Oct. 9,
1847, which the Foundation certified as genuine. The second order for '47
stamps was not given until May 13, 1848, and delivery was usually two to three
weeks later. Stamps from the second printing were probably in the post offices
by the middle of June 1848, but the stamp on this cover used July 6, 1848, appears
to be from the first printing.

As the evidence now stands, there are only two “dot in U” copies known. One
is in the plate proof sheet and the other the 5c¢ stamp on the cover used Oct. 9,
1847. The dot is in a slightly different spot and of a slightly different shape
in each copy. Although the cover illustrated here does not have a stamp with
“dot in U,” the stamp does show a trace of color in the U, and this trace was
probably produced by circumstances similar to those responsible for the “dot
in U”,

There is nothing new to report on the “N. Y. grid”. Unless the unexpected
happens, it is safe to say that the New York 13-bar square grid is known only in
red on 1847 covers and that the 11-bar grid is unknown on 1847 covers from New
York City. Both the 11-bar and the 13-bar square grids in black are known on
covers from New York City posted very early in July of 1851, a date which just
barely misses the stamps of the 1847 issue.

Next Issue:
Classic Combo Covers — Dr. Robert L. D. Davidson
1847 Combo Covers — Creighton C. Hart

BACK ISSUES OF THE CHRONICLE ARE AVAILABLE FROM MELVIN W. SCHUH.
INQUIRE FIRST CONCERNING WHAT HE HAS AVAILABLE.
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THE 1851-'60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS Ill, Assoc. Editor

EDITORIAL

As we approach the end of Mr. Beals’ serialized article on fort markings,
it is appropriate to look forward to what is in the offing in future issues. In
addition to the running compilation of “Newly Reported Markings,” we are
planning an article on the first perforation of U. S. stamps (with conclusions
that differ radically from those of previous authors ), one on plating the 3c Plate
15, and the beginning of a compilation of all known 12¢ bisects.

In planning future issues, we need two things from our membership. First,
from all of you, we need to know what kind of articles you want. Even though
you might not be willing or able to write an article on your favorite subject,
tell us what it is. Perhaps we can find an author to cover it. Second, we need
manuscripts from members on virtually any subject within our period. For in-
stance, there is still a lot of plating and color work to be done on the perforated
3c and 5c as well as the higher values. Who will give us an illustrated article on
identifying the reliefs of the 24c, 30c and 90c¢ denominations? Let us hear from
you, whether it be a letter suggesting a new subject to cover, or a manuscript for
the printer.

T. J. Alexander
D. T. Beals III

MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851-1861
DAVID T. BEALS Ilil, R. A. 248

Installment No. 5

REFERENCE
#61. “The Post on the Carson River U. T.” by Kenneth S. Greenberg,
WESTERN EXPRESS, October, 1969, p. 20.

THE MORMON WAR

According to Dr. Chase, in “UTAH TERRITORIAL MARKINGS. . . )
Issue No. 19, the CHRONICLE, p. 2 et seq. (Ref. #1), most of the surviving
military covers from Utah Territory during this period are from the correspond-
ence of Major (later Major General) Fitz John Porter and Captain (later
Colonel) Jesse Augustus Gove. Both of these officers accompanied the Utah
Expedition sent by President Buchanan in 1857 to force the Mormons under
Brigham Young to adhere to the laws and institutions of the United States. An
army of about 2,000 men under Colonel (later General, C.S.A.) Albert Sidney
Johnston, 2d U. S. Cavalry, was dispatched from Fort Leavenworth to Utah
Territory during the summer of 1857. The so-called Mormon War of 1857-58 was
largely a show of force which did accomplish its mission, in spite of some guerrilla
activity on the part of the Mormons, which caused the Army of Utah to spend
a very uncomfortable winter at Fort Bridger (Refs. #46 and #47).

Major Fitz John Porter served as Assistant Adjutant General to Col. John-
ston during the Utah Expedition. He became a Major General in the Civil War,
and was unfortunately dismissed from the service by his commander, General
Pope, after the Second Battle of Bull Run. Thereafter, he tried his hand at gold
mining in Blackhawk Point, Colorado Territory (Ref. #54).

Captain Jesse Augustus Gove commanded a company of the 10th U. S.
Infantry on the Utah Expedition, and served in the West until the outbreak of
the Civil War. Promoted to Colonel, he commanded the 22d Regiment of Massa-
chusetts Volunteers, and was killed at the Battle of Gaines Mills on June 27,
1862 (Ref. #46). Fortunately for philately, both of these officers wrote their
wives regularly.
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FORT BRIDGER, Utah Territory

This post was originally built as a fur trading post by Jim Bridger, mountain
man and scout, in 1842, and was located on Black’s Fork of the Green River
at the present town of Ft. Bridger, Wyoming. It was burned by the Mormons
in October of 1857, just before Col. Johnston’s force arrived in the middle of
November. Jim Bridger leased the remains of his fort to the army on November
18, 1857, and mail service was started on December 1st. Fort Bridger was rebuilt
by Major (later Major General) E. R. S. Canby, 10th Infantry, and was designated
a permanent post by Col. Johnston as he departed for Salt Lake City on June 7,
1858. The post was a way station on the central route of the Overland Mail and
the Pony Express. It served as a supply depot for the Army of Utah and protected
the mail and express routes. Fort Bridger was abandoned on May 23, 1878, and
was reoccupied in June, 1880, because of the Ute Indian uprising. It was finally
abandoned on November 6, 1890.

There were three postal markings used during this period:
1) Fort Bridger UT May 22 in manuscript.

FORT BRIDGER, U. T.

March 1. 3858
Diagram #26 Diagram #27
2) FORT BRIDGER, U. T. / March 1, 1858/ SL 10x51 ( Diagram #26)
3) FORT BRIDGER U. T / D / C32.5 (Diagram #27)

Five covers with marking #1 have been reported, one used with a pair of
S2 and dated Dec. 1, 1857 (just two weeks after the army arrived). Another one
used with three S5s, two used with S5, and a cover with a pair of S5s and sent
by Pony Express. This interesting cover is illustrated in Fig. 9.
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Figure 9.

A fabulous cover sent via Pony Express from Fort Bridger en August 31, 1860. Carmine St. Joseph pony marking
on reverse. Courtesy of Bzsil Pearce.

i ?;‘.7__:

Five covers with marking #2 have been reported; one used with a pair
of S2 is illustrated in Fig. 10; one used with S4 is illustrated by Mr. Lester Brook-
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Figure 10.

An interesting example of the Fort Bridger straight line marking. Letter from Capt. Gove to his wife, “"Mrs.
Capt. Gove.”” Apparently a long (hezvy—triple rate) letter. Courtesy Tracy W. Simpson files.

man (Ref. 60, p. 201), Mr. Stephen Rich (Ref. #45) and Mr. Stanley Ashbrook
(Ref. #54); two used with a 3c Nesbit envelope, one of which is illustrated by
Mr. Rich; and one used with S5. Much has been written about this interesting
straight line marking (Refs. #1, Issue 19, #45, #59 and #60). Mr. Stephen
Rich in 1945 (Ref. #45) called the marking a precancel and made a fairly
good case for it. Dr. Chase (Ref. #1, Issue 19, p. 6) disagreed with Mr. Rich,
particularly making the point that there is no uniformity in the envelopes,
the postage used or the position of the markings on the covers, all of which
would normally be expected in the case of a precancel. Your editors favor Dr.
Chase’s position, that it is not a precancel in spite of the fact that only the one
date is known.

Five covers with marking #3, all used with S5 have been reported; of these,
two are struck in red. This marking in black is less rare on the 1861 issue.

FORT CHURCHILL, Utah Territory

This post was established on July 20, 1860, on the north bank of the Carson
River, about 25 miles east of Virginia City. It was named in honor of General
Sylvester Churchill, the Army Inspector General. The mission of the post was
to protect the adjacent mail and express routes, settlements and mining camps
from the hostile Piute and Shoshone Indians. For Churchill became a way
station on the Pony Express and a U. S. post office was established on October 9,
1860; it was operated until December 19, 1861 (Ref. #61). Fort Churchill was,
Llowever, garrisoned until September 20, 1869. There is one postal marking
nown:

1) Fort Churchill, U.T. Aug. 9, 1861 in manuscript.

Two covers have been reported, both probably used with a 10c 1857 stamp
(the stamp on one of the covers has been replaced). One cover has been illus-
trated by Mr. Greenberg in Ref. #61.

CAMP FLOYD, Utah Territory

This post was established by Col. Johnston at the farthest point of march
of the Utah Expedition (between Salt Lake City and Provo) on August 24, 1858.
The Army of Utah was permanently stationed at Camp Floyd following Brig-
ham Young’s agreement with Col. Johnston that the Mormons would peaceably
accept U. S. troops in Mormon territory if they were not stationed in Salt Lake
City. Named for the then Secretary of War, John B. Floyd, the camp was re-
named Fort Crittenden on February 6, 1861, when Secretary Floyd cast his
lot with the Confederacy. The post was abandoned on July 27, 1861, and was
briefly reoccupied by the 3d California Infantry in October of 1862. On October
26, 1862, Fort Crittenden was replaced by Fort Douglas, which was located on
the mountain side above Salt Lake City, within cannon shot of the Mormon
Tabernacle. There are three postal markings known:

1) Camp Floyd U T Dec 17 in manuscript.
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Diagram 728 Diagrem #29

2) CAMP FLOYD, U.T. /D / PAID 3 / C35.  (Diagram #28)
3) CAMP FLOYD U. T. / D / C26. (Diagram #29)

Four covers with marking #1 have been reported, all used with S5, one
of which was illustrated by Mr. Emerson N. Barker (Ref. #47).

Five covers have been reported with marking #2, of which three are used
with S5, one with a 10c imperf, and one on a 6¢ green Nesbit envelope. The
S5 cover illustrated by Mr. Brookman on Page 215 of his book, U. S. POSTAGE
STAMPS OF THE 19th CENTURY (Ref. #60), is the only complete impres-
sion of this marking that we have seen. It is possible that there may have been
two versions of this marking, or that it was made with moveable type in the rim.
The following partial explanation, presumably by Dr. Chase, is quoted from page
3, Issue 19 of the CHRONICLE:

“Variations occur doubtless caused by shifting of type. Earliest form is outlined by
faint broken circle and distance between CAMP and FLOYD is 315 mm (see Ref. #60),
and has PAID 3 at bottom of circle. Later examples show no trace of circle and distance
between CAMP and FLOYD is 9 mm; also the PAID 38 is widely separated (perhaps
by applying lower part of hand stamp only) on a stampless cover of April 1, 1859.”

The next most complete impression we have seen is illustrated in Fig. 11
and shows about half of the rim, which is doubled. Also, the distance between
CAMP and FLOYD on this impression is 9 mm. Your editors would very much
like to hear from anyone who has any additional information on this puzzling
marking.

Figure 11.
A Porter cover showing thz2 large Camp Floyd marking. Author’s collection.

Nine covers have been reported with marking #3, six used with S5, of which
one is illustrated by Mr. Barker (Ref. #47), two with pairs of S5, and one with
S4 and S5 on the same cover.
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CAMP SCOTT, Utah Territory
This post was a temporary encampment established by the Army of Utah
on its arrival at Fort Bridger in November of 1857. Fort Bridger having been
burned by the Mormons the previous month, few accommodations were available
at the fort. Most of the army wintered at Camp Scott, which was presumably
abandoned when the expedition moved on toward Salt Lake City in the summer
of 1858. Two postal markings have been reported:

1) Camp Scott U T June 12th in manuscript.

2) CAMP SCOTT SL—size unknown.
at
Bridgers Fort, U.T.
January 1st, 1858

Two covers have been reported with marking #1, both posted on the same
date. One was used with S4 and the other with S5, which is illustrated by Mr.
Barker (Ref. #47).

The second marking was reported in 1931 by Mr. D. A. Brosnan, a Boston
dealer (Ref. #40), as used on a 3c Nesbit envelope. He did not provide any
further information and we have seen no further reference to this cover. Does
anyone have any additional information on it?

It may be interesting to compare the number of military covers from Utah
listed by Dr. Chase in Issue 19, p. 2 of the CHRONICLE, with those reported in
this study.

Covers Reported By Dr. Chase This Study
Fort Bridger #1 mss 2 5
Fort Bridger #2 SL 4 5
Fort Bridger #3 CDS 3 4
Fort Churchill mss — 2
Camp Floyd #1 mss 2 4
Camp Floyd #2 large CDS 9*® 5
Camp Floyd #3 small CDS 19* 9
Camp Scott mss. 2 2

*Note—Dr. Chase undoubtedly included stampless covers in these totals. Ye Ed has seen
two stampless covers with marking #2 and three with marking #3.

We now illustrate in Fig. 12 a cover from a mystery camp. This is a Gove
letter of this period and therefore must in all probability be a Utah camp (it
could conceivably be Nebraska), as the record shows that Captain Gove served
this entire period with the Army of Utah. Neither Mr. Tracy Simpson nor Ye
Ed can read the name, and all posts listed in the postal guides (Refs. #52 and
#53) have been covered above. Can anyone throw any light on this cover?

Figure 12.
What camp is this? Courtesy Tracy W. Simpson files.

(To be concluded)
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A FAKED YEAR DATE

(tracing)

Mr. Lester L. Downing sends a tracing of a fake 1852 year date on cover
bearing an S2. The cover has a Boston townmark dated Feb. 1. Apparently the
stamp was hit with a light strike of the normal Boston PAID obliterator and
the faker painted in the year date. Mr. Downing offers the following proofs that
it is fraudulent:

1. February 1, 1852, was a Sunday. Mr. Downing has never seen a Boston
townmark used on a Sunday as early as this.

2. The stamp is in a characteristic 1854 shade rather than the 1852 brownish
carmine.

3. Under a strong glass, the serifs on the top of the Boston PAID can be
seen; there is almost a complete trace of the “A” and a faint trace of the “I.”

SPEAKING OF FORGERIES

When is a forged docketing a danger to collectors? Obviously, when the facts
recited in the docketing note materially increase the value of a cover. One of our
members has recently shown Ye Ed a photostat of a cover with a rare southern
townmark in association with an S5. The marking is perfectly genuine and of
itself is a most desirable item. But some past owner of this cover was not satisfied
with a good thing. He “improved” it by adding a docket note which, if genuine,
would show that the cover had been used from the Confederate States. Such
forged manuscript markings can usually be detected by the painstaking care
with which they are written; the pen is raised many times in writing a line and
it is consequently not free-flowing as in normal handwriting.

1853 NEW YORK CITY YEAR DATE

In whole number 62 (p. 54) an article by Mr. Hunter M. Thomas, Jr. dis-
cussed this marking and illustrated examples from each of the 15 days during
which it was used, with the exception of July 12, 1853. He has now kindly sup-
plied us with the illustration shown here, which makes our record complete.
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THE U. S. EXPRESS MAIL CANCELLATION:
ANOTHER NEW DISCOVERY

JEROME S. WAGSHAL

Editor’s note: We endorse Mr. Wagshal’s use of the word “cancellation” in this article and the
previous article on the same subject, since his use of this word has been applied to the postal
marking used to cancel a postage stamp.—R.L.D.D.

A little over a year ago I published an article in The Chronicle! presenting
a new discovery—Scott’s No. 13, the Type I of the 10 cent 1855, with U. S.
Express Mail cancellation. At that time I noted that there were many varieties
of the 1851 and 1857 issues which could possibly be found with the Express
Mail cancellation but which the Scott Specialized Catalogue did not list with
such a cancellation, and I stated that, “when one considers the total of all num-
bers on which the U. S. Express Mail marking could occur but is now unknown,
the overall possibility of discovering new numbers with this cancellation becomes
more likely. I think it is a prediction bordering on certainty that in the future . . .
collectors will discover one or more new numbers with the cancellation.”

Figure 1

I am happy to report just such a new discovery. It is the Boston Express
Mail marking used on a horizontal strip of three, 38, 39 and 40L1e, See Figure 1.
This item is a standard U. S. Express Mail usage—a piece of commercial corre-
spondence on a folded letter sheet dated Boston, September 22, 1851 and

ocketed as received the following day. The stamps have been typed by the
Philatelic Foundation, certificate No. 32079, as Types II, IIla and IIIa. The
Express Mail cancel is listed for the Type II but not for the Type IlIa, and thus
this cover becomes worthy of a report.

For some reason I cannot fathom, the Scott Specialized Catalogue does not
list any cancellation varieties for the Type IIla from Plate 1¢. This becomes all
the more curious because cancellation varieties are listed for the Type Illa one
cent stamp from Plate 4. Whatever the original reason for this inconsistency, I
can see no present justification for it. The cancellation varieties of the Type I1la
from Plate 1¢ deserve as much recognition as those from Plate 4 or, for that mat-
ter, as those of any other of the major catalogue varieties of the 1851 issue.

As for the rarity of this item, I do not recall seeing another example of the
U. S. Express Mail cancel on a Plate 1¢ Type Illa stamp, but I would doubt that
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this item is unique in that respect. The U. S. Express Mail cancellation on a
combination pair of Type II and IIla, however, is undoubtedly a rare usage. 1
would appreciate hearing from any reader who can report the U. S. Express
Mail cancel on a Type Illa from either Plates 1¢ or 4, or on any combination
pair in which one of the stamps is a IIla.

In closing, I might mention that in the more than a year since I reported
the Scott’s number 13 with Express Mail cancel, I have received no report of
another example of such a variety, and so far as I know it remains the only
example of record.

Footnote
1 The Chronicle, Vol. 21, No. 1, February, 1969, p. 12.

MORE ON UNPAID U. S. PICK-UP CARRIER FEE

In whole number 67, p. 111, Mr. Tracy W. Simpson reported that an unpaid
carrier collection fee of the U. S. carrier service could be collected from the ad-
dressee when the mailings were from Boston and Philadelphia. The postmasters
at these cities applied a “Due 1 cent” marking to avoid delaying the letter.

It had previously been thought that the time limits within which this usage
was possible were August 20 to October 20, 1860. Mr. Edward T. Harvey now
provides us with a photostat of a cover from Philadelphia with this marking dated
August 16 (1860), extending the time period back by four days.

PLATE 1 LATE

Mr. D. A. Card reports a new early date of use for Plate 1 Late. The stamp is
position 93R1E, It is used on a cover from Syracuse, New York, on October 4, 1851,
and is in a deep experimental orange brown color.

SALEM, MASS., CIRCULAR OBLITERATOR WITH DOTS

.
e

Mr. J. A. Lange Jr. sends a Salem, Mass., cover of about 1852 bearing 23R1%
obliterated with the well-known dots-in-circle of that town. It has not been
illustrated in USPM because apparently it was merely one of many such oblit-
erators. However, close examination reveals a dot in the center and that the
surrounding dots conform to a definite geometric pattern, such as would be made
by spiral cross-cutting in box wood. The obliterator is said to appear with the
word PAID, only as shown, leading to the supposition that both the obliterator
and the PAID were on a combination handstamp.

Salem was one of the few post offices where the postmaster apparently
believed that double proof of rate and prepayment was a good thing to show on
the envelope because for many years all townmarks on covers with stamps from
Salem also showed the rate “3 cts,” and the word PAID was also applied.

Henniker, N. H.

In No. 65, p. 19, we asked for additional information on the color of the.
double circle HENNIKER, N. H., marking reported by Mr. L. R. Campbell. Mr.
Richard Celler, RA 647, reports the same townmark on a cover in association with
S2 (not tied ), and he confirms that the color of the strike is orange.

S2 RESEARCH
Mr. D. A. Card reports that he has seen and plated several copies of 8R2(L)
which indicate that this position was surely entered with the C relief. The gash
on the shoulder is very faint, and like fine lines on other positions, shows only
on early and sharp printings. Such lines either polished away with use, or failed
to reproduce with a change in ink quality or a relaxation of care in production
in later years.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor

EDITORIAL

As usual, we have a goodly number of reports and inquiries to report,
which are always appreciated. We often speculate as to just how small this
section would become without the stimulation caused by these reports—mot to
mention the reports themselves.

Mr. Charles J. Jones reports another Fernandina cover, and submitted Xerox
prints thereof. His cover is dated Nov. 30, 1863. The earliest date reported was
Oct. 27, 1863 (by Mr. Philip E. Baker). Mr. Jones calls our attention to a typo
in the text, which stated that the post office at Fernandina had been discontinued
on Oct. 15, 1863 and then reopened on 27 April of the same year. The correct
date of discontinuance is Oct. 15, 1862 to set the matter straight.

Mr. Wm. Bornefeld and Mr. Cliff Friend have sent tracings of fancy cancels,
as has Mrs. Josie Stultz, but we still need a few more of these to complete a
page.

Mr. Philip E. Baker and Mr. David Jarrett have provided tracings of various
town markings which will be used another time.

WATERWAYS ROUTE AGENT MARKINGS

With this issue of the Chronicle, are Plates VIII and IX, which complete
the record of waterways Route Agent markings as recorded by the late Henry A.
Meyer. It is assumed there will be additional markings to record, and in a future
issue, we expect to start the waterways R.P.O. markings.

This issue also includes portions of a chapter Mr. Meyer had written on the
waterways route agent markings, this being done about 1953 for the book he
was then compiling but never published. We include the completed portion of
the section on the U. S. Express Mail markings, which includes commentary on
three of the four routes using markings with that legend. The markings asso-
ciated with those routes are included in Plate VIII, but Mr. Meyer’s data on the
Colonial Route was incomplete at the time,—so much so, in fact,—that he did
not complete this portion. Although Mr. Elliott Perry’s Pat Paragraphs No. 22 con-
tains a great deal on information on this route, and Blake & Davis’ Boston Postal
Markings to 1890 shows a marking or so not noted by Mr. Perry at the time he
wrote up the route, further data is still needed. For example, Mr. Perry recorded
one of the Eastport Express Mail markings as being in black except for the name
“Eastport” being in red. Lot No. 480 of the Siegel Stannard Sale of January,
1961 records the same marking with exactly the opposite color pattern. Who
can supply additional data about those markings? And did Favor's Express of
Boston operate this route exactly as did Harnden & Co. the New York-Boston
route? Or was Favor’s contract actually with the New Brunswick Post Office
Department, but with an “unofficial” or non-contract arrangement with the U. S.
Post Office Department to provide route agents to handle mail aboard the
Admiral and other Favor’s Express boats?

It is believed a separation is possible of the four types (or are there more?)
of U.S.EXPRESS MAIL/N.YORK/N.Y. markings, not only as to type but as to
date and routes over which used. In this connection, a portion of one of Mr.
Meyer’s chapters dealing with the reason for more than one type of such mark-
ings is included. Also included is his data concerning the STEAMER /5/OR-
EGON family of markings and his comment regarding the oft seen description
in auction catalogs about the similar marking without the name “OREGON,”
that the name “was removed because the steamer burned.” As this is written,
we note another auction lot in a prominent dealer’s catalog described in this
manner. Since we don't ever recall seeing Mr. Meyer’s comment in print before,
the appearance of such descriptions is understandable, if the authority or source
of information is debatable.
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Most of Plate IX is devoted to markings of the express companies which
pertain to carriage by steamboat, or which are at least connected with mail
received from aboard a steamboat by a route agent.

R. B. Graham

U. S. EXPRESS MAIL
HENRY A. MEYER

The markings U.S. EXPRESS MAIL, with or without a town name (N.YORK,
BOSTON, or ALBANY) has caused so much bewilderment and speculation
that a rather complete review of the markings’ uses is needed. Our best under-
standing of the uses may be obtained by a study of Elliott Perry’s discussions in
Pat Paragraphs Nos. 21 through 27 and No. 32. Other sources of information
are Blake and Davis’ Boston Postal Markings to 1890, Remele’s United States
Railroad Postmarks, 1837 to 1861, United States Postal Markings and Related Mail
Services by Tracy W. Simpson, and various articles in the Chronicle.

We find the fact established that although the name was borrowed from the
U.S. Express Mails of 1836-39, which were carried by fast riders, day and night at
maximum speed, and at triple postage, the “Express Mails” of the period 1842-57
were no special service at all. The marks were route agents’ marks on regular
mail runs, and the mail was carried at the regular standard rates. Why, then, the
name?

Elliott Perry points out that the routes on which these marks were used
were in the territory where the competition offered by the “private expresses”
(also called “independent mail routes”) was especially keen. In New York State
and in New England, the public had long shown such a preference for the private
expresses, that the Post Office Department had a hard time convincing the cus-
tomers of those companies that the United States mails were equally as fast and
dependable as were the private routes. In addition, the U.S. mails carried only
letters and small parcels; the private express routes carried just about everything
portable including bank notes, specie and other items not mailable by law. The
contracts for the express mail routes of the Post Office Department were let to
concerns either already in the express business, such as Harnden & Co. of New
York or to reliable individuals known to the Post Office Department who were
capable of setting up and operating such express type routes. Post Office notices
and news items in the newspapers of Albany, Syracuse and perhaps New York
and other cities, in 1842 point out an arrangement by which the route agents were
permitted, for the accommodation of the public, to carry packages and the bank-
notes, specie and other items not mailable by law, on their own account but along
with the mails. Mail was, thus, handled on government account and the other
items handled on the account of the contractors and the overall result was a gov-
ernment sponsored and operated express service in direct competition with the
private companies. Mail for the evening boats could be deposited in the post
office until an hour before leaving time, and from then until leaving time it could
be placed in a box aboard the boat, “under the lock of the Department.” Letters
could be sent prepaid or collect as desired. In addition, the rate revisions of 1845
brought letter postage down to a point where it was competitive with the charges
of the express companies. With all the attractive features offered, and with the
public being shown that their letters would not lie a week in the post office be-
fore being dispatched but would invariably go right out, there would no longer
be any pretext for diverting mail from the government service to the private
routes.

The mark U.S. EXPRESS MAIL with or without city name was used on four
different routes. All this was spelled out by Elliott Perry in his series in Pat
Paragraphs and the routes were, briefly, as follows: The Albany-Buffalo route,
the New York-Albany or Hudson River route, the New York-Boston route, and
the Colonial route, between Boston, via Eastport, Maine and other coastal stops,
and St. Johns, New Brunswick.

The Albany-Buffalo Route
The mark U.S. EXPRESS MAIL without city or state name designation, is a
railroad route agents’ mark used on roads between Albany and Buffalo. As far as

159



could be determined by examining an array of covers, and as noted by Mr, Perry,
no exceptions have been found. This mark, therefore, does not belong in a com-
pilation of waterways markings. It is listed as a railroad marking in Remele and
Simpson and is mentioned here only to save unnecessary correspondence.

The Hudson River Route

On the Hudson River route, between New York and Albany, on which the
route agents rode the boats of the Night Line, two marks were used: U.S. EX-
PRESS MAIL/N.YORK/N.Y. was used on northbound letters and U.S. EXPRESS
MAIL/ALBANY/N.Y. was used on southbound letters. A study of covers makes
this pattern clear. The town names therefore mean from New York and from
Albany, rather than to these cities. The marks were applied to mail which was not
deposited in the post office, but which was mailed at the pier shortly before the
boat left, or which was picked up at way stops or handed to the agent by a pas-
senger.

In 1844 the service on this route, No. 809, was 7 trips per week in winter
and 18 trips per week in summer, the boats going through to Troy. In 1851 the
mail was carried 19 times per week to Albany, and 6 times per week it went
on to Troy. It is very likely that not all these boats carried a route agent; some
of the trips may have carried closed pouches only. The line may have refused to
pick up way mail on the trips with closed pouches, confining that privilege to
the boats with route agents aboard, especially since no steamboat WAY marks
are recorded at New York, Albany or Troy. The mark TROY & NEW YORK/
STEAM BOAT was applied to through letters and way mail brought into Troy
aboard boats having no mail contract whatsoever. Sometime during the fiscal
year beginning Oct. 1, 1851, the steamboat mail contract was discontinued, and
the contract was transferred to the Hudson River Railroad, which had begun
“through” operations during 1851.

The U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/ALBANY/N.Y. mark was recorded by Elliott
Perry as having been seen in dull orange from late 1843, when it first appeared,
through 1844, changing through orange red to carmine red, as it was when usage
ceased in 1846. The same color pattern applies to the marking with N.YORK
which is recorded as having appeared in 1842.

The U.S. EXPRESS MAIL postmarks on the Hudson River route, both
ALBANY and N.YORK, were replaced sometime in a period stated by Elliott
Perry in 1935 as being between Nov. 16, 1846 and May 8, 1847. The replacement
marking was the HUDSON RIV MAIL in a circle (Ed. note: see Item II-9,
Chronicle No. 65.). This mark has been seen only in red, and the latest date re-
corded is Aug. 10, 1850. It can therefore occur with the 5¢ or 10c 1847 stamps,
but the U.S. EXPRESS MAIL (Ed. note-types VIII-2a and VIII-2b) cannot oc-
cur with 1847 stamps on letters carried on this route.

The last marking used aboard the boats on the Hudson River route was the
larger HUDSON RIVER MAIL (Ed. note-see Item II-10, Chronicle No. 65.).
The earliest known example was used, struck in red, on a cover with an Oct. 29
(1850) date, (as proven by docketing and content), hence this was used by a
route agent aboard a steamboat since the route was not made a railroad route
for another year. When the route was changed, the marking continued in use and
eventually appeared in blue. So, the marking in blue is definitely a railroad usage;
in red it may be either steamboat or railroad, depending upon the date.

The U.S. EXPRESS MAIL markings on this route are thus entirely of water-
ways origin and should not be included in a railroad marking collection. However,
as we shall point out soon, a nearly identical marking with N.YORK was used
on another route, and at this time it is not known which types apply to which
routes, if, indeed, there is any positive separation to be made.

The New York-Boston Route

On the New York-Boston route, via Long Island Sound and railroads, the
mail arrangements are very difficult to decipher. Elliott Perry has done a great
deal of research on this subject, and is not yet satisfied that he has the whole
story. Prior to 1842, he suspects that the route was from New York to Providence
by boat, and from Providence to Boston by rail.
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Beginning in 1842, according to a news item in the Albany Daily Advertiser
of Friday, July 22, 1842, the Post Office Department began mail service between
New York and Boston via Stonington, Connecticut. The mail contractor appears
to have been Harnden & Co., with a contract to carry the mail on water to the
Jersey Steam Navigation Co. and the journey in “the cars” to the Stonington &
Providence and connecting railroads, although the exact arrangement is not cer-
tain. The end result was that the boats from New York to Stonington made an
easy overnight trip to connect with the train for Boston at Stonington. There,
route agent and passengers transferred over and continued the journey by the
cars which were such a novelty at that time. However, Stonington was not the
only connecting point of boat and train, as considerable evidence exists that by
1844, boats also connected at Norwich with trains for Boston. Elliott Perry notes
that in 1844, mail was going from New York via the Long Island Railroad to
Greenport, then by boat to Stonington three times a week, and alternately, by
boat to Norwich three times a week, and thence from Stonington or Norwich to
Boston by rail. He finds contracts for these routes, each expanded to six trips
weekly by 1851, still in force in 1860 but not in 1861. There is much evidence
that the route via Stonington was the main route, and, in fact, it is not certain
that the Norwich boat always carried a route agent.

The EXPRESS MAIL markings were in use only until sometime in 1857, when
they were succeeded by the N.Y. & Boston STMB & R.R.R. marking. This was in
use, again as recorded by Mr. Perry, from December, 1857 until January, 1859.
Consequently these markings may be collected as either railroad or waterways
items.

Parallel with these routes, the Fall River route also seems to have carried
mail. The late Robert F. Chambers fixed the date of the establishment of the
Fall River Line as 1847, and mail was probably carried over this route under con-
tract very soon thereafter. He further stated (in Postal Markings, No. 54, Decem-
ber, 1935) that the establishment of the Fall River line was the occasion for the
“railroad line” boats to be withdrawn from the Providence run, quoting as his
authority “Steam Navigation on Long Island Sound,” published by the Providence
& Stonington Steamship Co. Elliott Perry has found steamboat mail contracts in
force in 1860 and 1861. On any or all of these lines, as the eastbound boat reached
its destination, the train was waiting, and as soon as the passengers and route
agent changed over, the train left. Westbound, they did exactly the opposite.

It is believed the EXPRESS MAIL markings may have been used on more
than one of these routes, but that the N.Y. & BOSTON STMB ¢ R.R.R. marking
was used only on the route via Stonington. The route agent markings were U.S.
EXPRESS MAIL/N.YORK/N.Y. for eastbound, and U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOS-
TON/Mass., used westbound. Although a few exceptions exist, and at least one
cover bears both marks, an accumulation of over 100 covers carried on this route,
submitted by Stephen C. Lyon, make the pattern perfectly clear by a study of the
places of origin and destinations. Elliott Perry has recorded colors and dates of
usage as follows:

November, 1842 to December 19, 1851 ..., _red
August 2, 1851 to May, 1856 ... ... black
January 12, 1856 to July, 1856 ..o red
September, 1856 to November, 1857 ... ... black

The overlapping is easy to explain. There were two route agents; the one who
made the eastbound trip one night, made the westbound trip the next day, and
his counterpart made the trips in the opposite direction at the same times. The
long period of use of these marks on the Long Island Sound run accounts for
there being quite plentiful in comparison with those used on the Hudson River
run. For the Long Island Sound run, Stanley B. Ashbrook recorded an early date
of Oct. 15, 1842, on a cover from New York to Bridgewater, Mass.

ROUTE AGENTS’ MARKINGS OCCURRING
IN TWO OR MORE MINOR VARIETIES

During the study upon which this work is based, in trying to separate some
similar types of markings, there became apparent a quite interesting phenomenon
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with regard to certain route agents’ marks. It was observed that several marks,
which had been assumed to come only in one type, actually came in two very
similar types with small but positive differences. The different types were each
products of a different handstamping instrument. Further exploration revealed
that every mark where several copies could be assembled came in at least two
types. Among these are the following; HUDSON RIVER Mail, N.Y. & BOSTON
STMB. & R.R.R., LAKE CHAMPLAIN S.B., all the more common U.S.EXPRESS
MAIL associated with the routes out of New York, and even the very rare PAN.
& SAN. FRAN. S.S. Soon after, it was noted that Stanley B. Ashbrook wrote on the
last mark in Stamps in 1945, describing the same minor differences observed by
the writer. (In the railroad route agent field, the same thing definitely occurs in
the Madison & Indnpls. R.R. mark.)

A very simple explanation exists for this phenomena, and the probability of it
being correct seems very strong. Let us explain this by using the Lake Champlain
route as an example. A boat left Whitehall, N.Y. for St. Johns (Quebec) every
morning, arriving there in the late afternoon. At the same time, the companion-
boat left St. Johns for Whitehall. The next day each boat made the opposite or
return trip. Each boat carried a route agent, each of whom had his postmarking
device. Those devices had been ordered to be made exactly alike; and they were
made as nearly alike as the skills and equipment of the man who made them per-
mitted. But at that time, making two or more such instruments exactly alike simply
was not technically feasible; slight differences in letter shapes and spacing are
nearly certain to occur. These differences are not difficult to detect if one is aware
they exist. So, the explanation of the non-identical similar markings is that there
were two route agents, working opposite directions, and each had his own hand-
stamp. On the long Panama & San Francisco run, they alternated by fortnights.

This observation may be completely verified by a careful examination of
some of the U.S. EXPRESS MAIL marks. Of the mark, U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/
ALBANY/N.Y. there are two varieties, of the U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON
(80 mm) two varieties, but of the U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.YORK/N.Y. there
are four varieties, (There may be more, but at least four different have been iso-
lated.) These varieties may be explained as follows:

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/ALBANY/N.Y. is found on southbound letters on the
Hudson River run. U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON /Mass. is found on westbound
letters on the Long Island Sound run. (The Boston-New York run was partially
by railroad and partially by steamboat.) The U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.YORK/
N.Y. mark is found both on northbound letters on the Hudson River run and on
eastbound letters on the Long Island Sound run. The Hudson River route had two
route agents, each having one EXPRESS MAIL handstamp reading ALBANY and
another handstamp with N.YORK. Thus this route had two handstamps of each
kind. The Long Island Sound run also had two route agents, each having one
EXPRESS MAIL handstamp with BOSTON and another with N.YORK, so again
there were two of each type of handstamp. This checks with the number of
minor varieties of these markings; there are two each with ALBANY and BOS-
TON and four different with N.YORK. If more minor varieties are found, they
should be either reserve or replacement markings.

THE STEAMER OREGON MARKS
HENRY A. MEYER

The mark STEAMER/5/OREGON and the companion mark STEAMER/5
with “OREGON” removed are familiar to steamboat cover collectors, but their
significance has been the subject of some uncertainty. There is a third mark,
STEAMER/I0, in exactly the same style, which is much less familiar. The whole
question concerning these marks has been this: are they pursers’ marks, or route
agents’ marks? In which list do they belong: the list of official marks, or the list
of unofficial marks?P!

The Oregon was one of the boats on George Law’s Stonington Line which,
according to Fred Erving Dayton in Steamboat Days, “comprised the ‘regular
mail line”” in 1846. The next year, the Bay State Line, later called the Fall River
Line, by which name it was best known, and the “railroad” or Stonington Line
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withdrew from the direct Providence trade. The late Robert F. Chambers gave the
same information in Postal Markings No. 54 (December, 1935), quoting from
Steam Navigation on Long Island Sound, published by the Providence & Stoning-
ton Steamship Company. Dr. Chambers established date coverages for the -
three marks as follows:

Marking Earliest date seen Latest date seen
STEAMER/5/OREGON Aug. 6, 1846 Nov. 12, 1846 (?)
STEAMER/5 Nov. 4, 1846* Oct. 12, 1847
STEAMER/10 June 1, 1847 Sept. 30, 1847

*This date from Ashbrook Special Service, pp. 345. Chambers’ date for this mark was Nov.
12, 1846. (Ed. note.)

If the mark STEAMER/10/OREGON exists, it has not been reported to the
writer, Any reports of such a mark, or extensions of the dates given for the uses
of these marks would be very welcome.

If it were established that these marks were route agent marks, then one of
them, the STEAMER/5/OREGON, could be categorized as both a packet pur-
ser’s mark and a route agent mark. If this route operated without route agents,
with closed pouch service only, then such letters, carried out of the mail to the
end of the route, would be way letters. If that fact could be established, these
marks would be the equivalent of way marks, and STEAMER/5/OREGON
would fall into the same class as the BOSTONA WAY. It may be seen that the

- wording of a mark does not always establish its classification; this has to be de-
termineg from the type of mail contract in force on the route where the marking
was used.

Let us at this point demolish the ancient myth that the OREGON burned,
and that her destruction was the reason for removing the word OREGON from
the mark. This OREGON did not burn. The LEXINGTON on the same service,
did burn some six years before these marks were in use. (The publication of a
print, The Awful Conflagration of the Steamboat ‘Lexington’ . . . . Jan. 13, 1840
made a young N. Currier quite a sensation.) A much later OREGON, a Cunard
liner in fact, was sunk in a collision off Fire Island in 1886. Covers bearing a
sticker indicating salvage from the wreck exist, but this was 40 years after the
STEAMER/5/OREGON was used. Also, it is known that the OREGON of 1846
was lost in a collision in October of 1863, with the City of BOSTON. No doubt
the coincidences of the loss of the Lexington and later Oregon gave rise to the
myth.

The only obvious reason we can think of that the name of the boat was re-
moved was the need to use the same mark aboard other ships of the line (or, if a
way marking, ashore).

1 Ed. note. From conversations with Mr. Meyer, we believe he felt rather sure these markings
were route agent marks. Probably the major reason for this belief was the fact that way letters
should have carried an additional 1c postage. We also believe his reason for not stating this
opinion was the existence of the EXPRESS MAIL marks used by route agents on the same
routes. Mr. Meyer preferred to have more information at hand than available here to make
such a judgment.

PLATE VIl

Item Description Period
VIII-la U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.Y.; ALBANY, 30 mm. with 3% mm.

letters; red; “Y” of “ALBANY” closer to “S” of “EXPRESS.”

N.Y.—Albany route. 1843-46
VIII-1b Same as VIII-la, except “Y” of “ALBANY” is further from

“S” of “EXPRESS”, also in red and orange shades. N.Y.—

Albany route. 1843-46
VIII-2a U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/N.Y.; N.YORK, 30 mm. with 3% mm.

letters; diagonal of “N.” of “N.YORK” points at center of

“X” of “EXPRESS.” Red and orange shades. N.Y.—Albany

route. 1842-46
VIII-2b Same as VIII-2a, except diagonal of “N” points at left end

of “X.” Red and orange shades. N.Y.—Albany route. 1842-46
VIII-2¢ Same as VIII-2a, except diagonal of “N” points at “P” of

EXPRESS.” Red, black. N.Y.—Boston route. 1842-50's
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VIII-2d

VIII-3a

VIII-3b
VIII-4
VIII-5
VIII-6
VIII-7
VIII-8
VIII-9
VIII-10

VIII-11

VIII-12

Same as VIII-2a, except diagonal of “N” points to space
between “X” and “P” of “EXPRESS.” N.Y.—Boston
route. Red; black. 1842-50’s

U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/Mass.; BOSTON, 29% mm. with 3
mm. letters; “B” of “BOSTON” under vertical of “P” of
“EXPRESS.” Red; black. 1842-50's
Same, except “B” of “BOSTON” is under “X” of
“EXPRESS.” Red; black. Boston—New York route. 1842-50’s
EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON, 31% mm. with 3% mm.
letters; red, black. Colonial Express route. 1855-6(?).
U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/BOSTON, 33 mm. with 3% mm.
letters; black. Colonial Express route. 1855-7
U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOHN-BOSTON superposed. 33%
mm. with 3 mm. letters; black. Colonial Express route. 1856
U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOHN, 32% mm. with 2 mm.
letters; black. Colonial Express route. 1857
COLONIAL EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOHN, N.B., 324
mm. with 3% mm. letters, black, red. Colonial Express route. 1856-7
EXPRESS MAIL/ST. JOHN, 32% mm. x 3% mm,. letters,
black. Colonial Express route. 1853-6
U.S. EXPRESS MAIL/EASTPORT, 324 mm. with 3%
mm. letters, black (with “Eastport” in red??), Colonial
Express route. 1856
EXPRESS MAIL/EASTPORT, 32% mm. with 3% mm.
letters in circle, black (with “EASTPORT” in red??—see
text). Colonial Express route. 1854
EXPRESS MAIL/EASTPORT, 31 mm. with 3% mm. letters
in circle, color not known, see text. Colonial Express
route. 1857
PLATE IX
STEAMER/5/OREGON, 23 x 17% mm. oval, red. 1846
STEAMER/5 (word OREGON removed ), same as
IX-1, red. 1846-7
STEAMER/10, 25 x 18 mm. oval, red. 1847
FAVOR’S * EXPRESS, 25-22% mm., red. (Perry’s No. 14)* 1856
PAID (Perry’s No. 21%), 19 x 5% mm., red. 1850’s
ADMIRAL, (Perry’s No. 20%), 21 x 3% mm., red. 1856
FAVOR’S EXPRESS./DYD/STEAMER ADMIRAL,
(Perry’s No. 15%), 32% mm., red. 1856-9
ST. JOHN, N.B. & EASTPORT & BOSTON./FAVOR’S/
EXPRESS/BOSTON/19 COURT SQ., 34-33-23 mm. red. 1852
PAID/F.A.DENTZEL/AGT P.O./N.O., 23% x 18%, red. 1849-51
PAID/F.A.DENTZEL/AGT.P.O./N.O., 24 mm., red. 1850’s
PROVINCE/OF/NEW/BRUNSWICK, (Perry’s No. 22%),
31% mm., red, black. 1853-6
N C—R R/POST, (Noisy Carrier, River Route, per M.
Nathan), 23 x 12 mm, black. 1858
WELLS, FARGO & CO/ EXPRESS/ STEAMBOAT, in frame,
36 x 24 mm, blue. 1850’s
WELLS,FARGO & Co/ EXPRESS/STEAMBOAT, in fancy
frame, 35 x 21 mm, blue. 1850’s
WELLS,FARGO & Co /EXPRESS /STEAMBOAT, in fancy
frame, 45 x 27 mm, blue, green(?). 1850's
WELLS FARGO & Co./EXPRESS /SONOMA, 44 & 23% oval,
color not known (seen on covers wil I1X-15). 1850’s
WELLS,FARGO & Co. /EXPRESS/. STEAMBOAT., oval with

gothic lettering, “Express” in Old English, 41 x 24 mm, blue. 1853
WELLS,FARGO & Co/EXPRESS/STEAMBOAT, double oval,
42-40 x 24%-22%, blue. 43



1X-19 WELII)_.IS,FARGO & Co./EXPRESS/STEAMBOAT, 39 x 23 5
mm, blue.
°As listed by Elliott Perry in Pat Paragraphs, No. 22, pages 530, et seq.
IX-21 RIVER EXPRESS CO./ DYD / STOCKTON, CAL. 42-40-
29% x 28-26-17% mm double oval with double outer line,
red (1894), green. 1890’s
1X-22 RIVER EXPRESS CO/ SAN FRANCISCO (partial), 34-26 x

27-18 mm double oval, green. 1880’s-90’s

I1X-23 PAID/ RIVER EXPRESS /SAN FRANCISCO, 63 x 16 mm

printed frank, color not known; probably green. 1880’s-90’s

1X-24 SACRAMENTO RIVER / EXPRESS / 306 MONTGOMERY
STREET /PAID., printed frank on amber envelope, 67 x 20

mm, black. 1870’s
PLATE A
Used with  Reported
Item Description Scott No. by
1. CATONSVILLE/MD., on cover with pen cancelled
stamp, addressed to Baltimore. 94 Graham
2, POOLSVILLE/MD (Poolesville mispelled) , on covers 61 Rev. H. Kendall;
dated Apr. 7 (1863) and Jan. 2 (yr ?) Both addressed Lynn Brugh
to Boston.
3. HAVRE DE GRACE/DYD/Md., On patriotic (similar
to Walcott #3054), addr. to Wilmington, Del. See text. S5 Kendall

4. ROHRERSVILLE/MD, in blue. Two covers; one on
drop letter, Sep. 9 (1868) ; other addressed to Colum-

bus, O., year not known. 73,64 Kendall
5. BURKETTSVILLE/MD, with Kkiller (not duplexed),

both in blue, probably war date. 65 Kendall
6. SHARPSBURGH/MD, duplexed with cork Kkiller.

Addressed to Frederick, Md.; probably post war. 65 Kendall
7. CUMBERLAND/MD, in blue on cover to Cuyahoga

County, Ohio. Probably war date. 65 Kendall
8. ANNAPOLIS JUNCTION/MD, on patriotic (Walcott

#2510). Addressed to Binghampton, N.Y. 65 Graham
9. MILLERSVILLE/ MD, on cover addressed to Indiana, 65 Kendall

10. Black checkerboard, on cover tying pair of 10c greens
& to cover bearing Item 14; also Item 10A and San
10A. Francisco duplex cds. of Feb. 24 (from Pacific

Crossings, year was 1869, cover arriving aboard

U.S.P.M.S.S. China. 68 E. C. Christian
11. British Mail Boat killer. See text. 78 Graham
12. French Mail Boat markings. See text. 65 W. R. Weiss

18. Ties a 10c green on a cover with Item 14, and a San
Francisco c.ds. of April 1. Year is 1868, per Pacific
Crossings. P.M.S.8.Co. S§.S. China arrived at San Fran-

cisco Mar. 31, 1868. 68 From Meyer Records.

14. CHINA AND JAPAN/ STEAM SERVICE, in red.

See text. Various.
15. HARPERS FERRY/DYD/VA., on a Soldier’s Letter,

with DUE 3, from 34th Mass. Vols. to Westboro Mass, None L. Persson
16. WESTON/ Va., on war era cover to Ohio, Cover has

patriotic edging. 65 Persson
17 MAILS SUSPENDED, in red on cover from Paris,

France, received at Boston Mar. 11, 1861. Addressed to

New Orleans. See text. None N. L. Persson
18. SHEPHERDSTOWN/VA. (become W. Va.). In blue,
on two covers, Aug. & Dec., 1863 (?) . 65 S. Gallagher

19. GRAFTON, VA. (become W. Va.) On 1862 soldier’s
letter, with M/S DUE 3, from 55th O.V.I,, to Findlay,

Ohio. None L. Persson
20. In blue, on a Ic 1861 stamp off cover. What is

source? 63 W. R. Weiss
21. FRANKLIN/TEN. On two different covers (faint;

tracing is composite) . May, 1863 letter. 65 S. Gallagher
22. SHEPERDSTOWN/ W.VA, In blue, on several covers

with 1864 (?) dates. 65 S. Gallagher
23. HARPERS FERRY/ VA, duplexed with killer, en-

dorsed “Soldier’s Letter.” Probably 1865. 65 L. Persson

Note: All markings in black unless otherwise stated.
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Markings Shown in Plate “A”

Reverend D. Homer Kendall has sent us, for tracing, a package of Mary-
land markings. Some of these are included on this plate. It may be questioned
why we bother to illustrate markings which, if from northern states such as New
York, would be considered quite routine. The reason, of course, is that Maryland,
like Kentucky and Missouri, were border states and although never really
part of the Confederacy, were both battleground and unofficial occupation area
at times during the war. West Virginia, which split off from Virginia during the
war, really also falls into this category, We intend to illustrate numerous markings
from these states, just as we have been recording occupation markings.

Items 10 and 11 are of interest, although not of U.S. origin. Both were found
on loose U.S. stamps, and we wish very much we could have seen the covers
from wglich they came. Does anyone have any covers with such markings on U.S.
stamps

Item 14 is the well known China & Japan /Steam Service marking which was
applied to covers delivered to San Francisco by the steamers of the Pacific Mail
Steamship Company. We are still soliciting reports of covers with this marking.
With the monograph Pacific Crossings (See pp. 80, Chronicle No. 66) avail-
able, year dates and possible origins of these covers may now be worked out.
This gives an opportunity to possibly learn just where the “Steam Service” mark-
ings were applied. Some have said they were struck aboard ship; some claim
the San Francisco post office to have been the point of application, and a
case may be made for either.

Cover showing Item 17 “Mails Suspended’ (from the collection of N. Leonard Persson).

Item 17 is very interesting, and a photo of the cover where it appears is
included with this issue. The cover is covered with markings, including a strike
in red of PP? NIAGARA, which is struck partially in the corner card diagonally
down into the Boston exchange marking. The cover is evidently a prepaid cover
from France, but Mr. George Hargest may have more to say about that. The
question to be discussed here is why a prepaid cover should have been marked
MAILS SUSPENDED in March of 1861, which was before Fort Sumter. The
cover was addressed to New Orleans, in a state which had seceded, but as the
cover was prepaid, collection of postages due was not a problem. While the
period editor has a few ideas, he would prefer something more concrete than
speculation. Does anyone have any other covers which, either prepaid or due,
were delivered to New Orleans after being exchanged from abroad during
February through June of 18617
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS
CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor

RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

1 — Remele Catalog — Addenda

With the cooperation of Mr. E. N. Sampson we are pleased to report two
new listings, both used on route between Cleveland and Toledo, Ohio via San-
dusky. Shown herewith is a new type route marking—C 22% CLEVE. & TOLEDO
R.R. 36% Black—1855-59 (559-N-1)

R-4-f var.

IO I RSiee o #

Although a partial strike tying S2 there is no doubt of this being Cleveland
and Toledo R.R. Remele lists contracts as follows—

Cleveland to Toledo, Ohio 107 miles 1855—6 trips per week

1856-58—12 trips per week
1859—6 trips per week

The second marking, also tying S2, is a station marking on the same route.
Axl?herst was a station on Cleveland & Toledo R.R. 29 miles east of Sandusky,
Ohio.

C 22%-Sa AMHERST C. & T.R.R. 34% Black, 1855-59 (559-S-1)

Route Agent Waite submits two covers of interest for this period. The first
is a manuscript marking R.Road Service on stampless cover July 6, 1847 Fall
River to Middleboro, Mass. Since there is no other marking cover was carried
outside mail as a railroad business letter, especially since it is addressed to a
director of the Old Colony R.R. See Remele B 10 for association material.

The second illustration is on a stampless cover Aug. 13, 1838 from Fish
House, N.Y. (?) to New York City. Bears red PAID and manuscript 18% rate
along with a red circle Albany townmark. Of particular interest is a strong strike
of R-4f on the cover with lettering matching Remele illustration perfectly ex-
cept that there is clearly no semi-circular arc under RAIL.ROAD. Since seeing
this cover I have investigated five other examples of R-4f and find arc missing
under strikes from date of use March 8, 1838 -Dec. 8, 1838 and Aug. 1, 1839. Ex-
amples with the arc present were dated Feb. 20, 1841 and Apr. 20, 1841.
This brings up the interesting possibility that arc was added to marking device at
a interim date in period of use and thus there are two varieties of R-4f. We
hope readers will check date of use of copies of R-4f and advise if lower arc is
present or missing.
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2 — Towle-Meyer Catalog—Addenda

Through the courtesy of Messrs. Fingerhood, Germon, Haas, La Perriere,
Leet, Edward Willard, John Willard, Woodruff and Wyer new listings are of-
fered comprising Plates XIX and XX; along with two new types of killers for
the catalog listing.

201-A-1 kilr. 963=-C~1 KI1r.

Killers shown in previous cut are as follows—
Cat. 201-A-1: Lock Haven and Tyrone Agent—1887.
Cat. 963-C-1: Deming and Los Angeles Agent—1882.

PLATE XIX

623-H-1 26 black, Banknote. 6 (Grand Rapids and New Buffalo)

630-E-1 2614 black, 1873. 10 (Green Bay to Escanaba)

650-F-1 2614 black, WYD 1882. 2 (Cincinnati and St. Louis Night)

652-E-2 271/, blue, WYD 1879. 5 (Terre Haute and Evansville)

667-S-1 D. Circle 3014-2014, blue, WYD 1886. 18 (Cairo, Vincennes and Chicago)

(690-I-1 manuscript, WYD 1861. 25 (Railway P. O. Nov. 18)

759-S-1a fancy scroll, blue, WYD 1879. Partial. 10 (Illinois Central R.R.)

760-B-1 2514 black, 1881. 8

765-D-1 26 black, Banknote. 5 (Keokuk and Centreville)

793-C-1 2614 black, 1882. 8 (Muscatine and Montezuma)

807-S-2 D. Circle 2614-1614, blue, WYD 1881. 15 (St. Louis and San Francisco Rwy.)

808-C-1 26 black, 1866. 20

812-B-1 2514 magenta, Banknote. 12 (Sedalia and Lexington R.R.)

814-B-1 26 black, Banknote. 4 (Quincy and St. Louis)

814-C-1 27 black, WYD 1886. 2 (Burlington and St. Louis)

837-M-1 26 black, Banknote. 8 (Milwaukee & St. Paul (mis-spelling) )

837-S-1b 3114 blue, WYD 1890. 5 (Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul R.R.-Chicago and Madison
Division)

847-C-1 25 black, 1874. 14 (‘FRANK' in circle killer, Sheboygan and Fond du Lac—E. F. Frank—
Route Agent)

848-C-1 Tr. Circle 2914-2714-1714 black, WYD 1880. 5 ((Complete tracing) B. Naylor—route
agent)

866-1-% 27 black, WYD 1882, 7 (Sleepy Eve and Watertown)

867-C-1 26 black, Banknote. 8 (Lake Superior and Mississippi)

PLATE XX

869-H-1 2714 black, Eighties. 4 (Larimore and Breckenridge)

871-C-2 27 black, Eighties. W killer, E killer. 3 (Millbank and Mitchell)

871-D-1 2714 black, WYD 1884. W Kkiller. 3 (Hastings and Cologne)

874-M-2 27 black, WYD 1884. Partial. 15 (Bismarck & Glendive (mis-spelling))

874-N-1 26 black, WYD 1884. 2 (St. Paul and Fargo)

874-O-1 2614 black, Eighties. W killer. 4 (Bismarck and Miles City)

Catalog Route 879: Wabasha-Zumbrota, Minn. CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL R.R.

Route Agents: Wabasha-Zumbrota, Minn. 1879, 1881, 1882, 1883-1 Agent. 59 mils

Markings: 879-A-1 2614 black, 1885. 10 (Wabasha and Zumbrata)

Catalog Route 886: Sioux City, Ta.-Sioux Falls, D.T. CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL
R.R.

Route Agents: Sioux City-Beloit, Ta. 1879-1 Agent
Sioux City, Ia.-Sioux Falls, D.T. 1881, 1882, 1883-2 Agents-91 miles
Markings: 886-A-1 2614 black, WYD 1880. 4 (Sioux Falls and Sioux City)
894-D-3 manuscript, WYD 1874. 10 (Oregon & California R.R.)
911-J-1 2614 black, WYD 1881. 6
912-E-1 2614 black, Banknote. 15 (Junction City and Parsons)
932-S-4 6 straight lines, magenta, WYD 1891. 35 (Union Pacific Railway. Granite Canon, Wyo-
ming)
933-B-2 gﬁ black, 1887. 5 (Fancy B Killer)
933-1-1 25 black, Banknotes. 25 /Omaha and Southwestern R.R.)
951-B-2 26 black, Banknote. 6 (Cheyenne, Boulder and Denver)
953-D-2 28 black, WYD 1884. 4 (Denver, Pueblo and Leadville)
954-C-1 2614 black, Banknote. 60 (Denver and Deer Valley)
976-L-1 2614 black, WYD 1886. E killer. 3 (Sacramento and San Francisco)
T-17 Oval, 39 x 2414 black, Fifties (7), 50/Railroad business usage (?)
T-18 2514 black, Banknote. 20 (Route unknown)
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS
GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor

THE PREPAID BRITISH MAIL
RATES TO FRANCE, 1870-1874

GEORGE E. HARGEST

Comment to reader: The author discussed the prepaid British mail rates
to France in an article published in the Collectors Club Philatelist, vol. 42, No. 6,
pp. 333-344: November 1963; in Stamps, April 18, 1964, p. 101 and April 25, 1964,
p. 145. During the six years since the above were written some new evidence
has come to light, and some of the facts previously noted have been re-evaluated.
This is the first discussion of the subject that has appeared in the Chronicle.

In December 1866 the United States made it known to France that it was
considered necessary that the convention of 2 March 1857 be revised. In Febru-
ary 1867 the French communicated to the State Department that they, too, were
interested in framing a new postal convention with the United States. In April of
that year the Hon. John A. Kasson was appointed Special Commissioner for the
Post Office Department and sent to Paris to negotiate a new convention which
would incorporate the liberal principles established at the Paris conference of
1863. Kasson soon found that the French had no intention of adopting liberal
principles. One matter of particular interest to the United States was the elimina-
tion the quarter ounce (7% grams) standard weight included in the 2 March 1857
convention. The French, however, were unwilling to accept any other weight than
7% grams.

Kasson left Paris, but remained in Europe and negotiated new conventions
with Great Britain, the North German Union, Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzer-
land, and Italy.' In all of these conventions the liberal principles established at
the Paris conference were adopted. In each the United States adopted 15 grams as
the standard weight of a single rate letter. It was also provided that “the weight
stated by the despatching office shall always be accepted, except in case of
manifest mistake.”

The adoption of the 15 grams standard weight caused some difficulty in the
United States. The local postoffices were not equipped to weigh in grams. All of
the rates per 15 grams were, therefore, restated as rates per half ounce, 30
grams being considered as equivalent to one ounce. The exchange offices, how-
ever, were required by the conventions to weigh in grams. Since the half ounce
weighs only 14.18 grams, a letter over that weight, but not over 15 grams, would
have been a double rate letter at a local postoffice. At the exchange office, how-
ever, it would have required only a single rate. Because prepayments on these
marginal weight letters were always higher at the local postoffices than those
required at the exchange offices, there was no re-rating of letters because of this
discrepancy.

On 8 January 1868 the United States gave the French the required notice to
terminate the convention of 2 March 1857 on 1 February 1869. At the request of
the French, two extentions of time were allowed, after which it was finally
abrogated on 31 December 1869. During 1869 negotiations had continued with
the Hon. Alexander Ramsey representing the United States.? He learned that the
French were willing to adopt 10 grams as the standard weight of a single rate,
and were, in fact, negotiating a new convention with Great Britain which would
adopt this weight base. A 10 grams weight would translate into a rate per third
ounce whose use would be difficult in the United States. While local postoffices
had equipped themselves to weigh a quarter ounce under the convention of 2
March 1857, few could weigh a third of an ounce.

The British were dissatisfied with the convention negotiated by Kasson in
1867, and on 13 December 1867, before it became effective, gave the United
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States notice of their intention to terminate it on 31 December 1868. This notice
was accompanied by the announcement that Mr. Anthony Trollope would come
to Washington in the spring of 1868 with full powers to negotiate a new con-
vention.? Since the United States had already served notice to France of its in-
tention to terminate the convention of 2 March 1857, it took this opportunity to
negotiate British mail rates which would supplant the expiring French mail rates.
In doing so it did not neglect to include a rate to France and to Algeria.

The new convention greatly simplified the rate structure of mail passing
in transit through Great Britain addressed to foreign destinations. The United
States and Great Britain made their own arrangements, and paid for, the dispatch
of mail to each other. Each country retained its own inland as well as any amount
assigned as sea postage. This paid to the frontier of either country. The ordinary
British mail rates were then secured by adding to the rate to the frontier, the
rate between Great Britain and the country of destination, which the United
States termed “British” postage. Great Britain was given credit for the “British”
postage.

In 1869 the rate between France and Great Britain was 4d., or 40 centimes,
per quarter ounce in Great Britain, or per 7% grams in France. This rate was for
prepaid letters; unpaid letters required double postage. It rested upon Article
XIII of the Anglo-French treaty of 1856.* This rate was equivalent to 8 cents in
United States currency. The United States, therefore, negotiated with the British
a prepaid rate to France which would combine the rate to the British frontier
with 8 cents per 7% grams “British” postage. It was decided that the “British” rate
be stated for a letter of 7% grams, rather than per quarter ounce, and that it should
“increase by an additional rate for every 7% grammes or fraction thereof.” This
would prevent the re-rating of letters because of the ounce-grams discrepancy.
Since postage was double on unpaid letters, no rate was provided for them. On pre-
paid letters, therefore, the United States would credit Great Britain with 8 cents
for every 7% grams, or fraction thereof. The same rate, of course, was provided
for letters to Algeria. As long as the United States-French convention remained in
force, of course, this rate would not be used.

During 1869 the United States and Great Britain negotiated an additional
postal convention which became effective on 1 January 1870.° Under this con-
vention the inland postage in either country was 2¢, and the amount assigned as
sea postage was also 2c. This meant that 4c would pay a letter to the British
frontier. Actual sea postage was reduced from 20c to 6¢ per ounce. By the acts of
14 June 1858 and 3 March 1865 the United States Postmaster General was pro-
hibited from paying the foreign packet lines more than the sea postage on the
mails they conveyed. When this reduction in sea postage became known to the
packet lines late in November 1869, the agents of the Hamburg-American line.
the North German Lloyd, the Cunard line, and the Inman line immediately stated
that they would refuse to carry the United States mails.® This represented all of
the lines sailing from New York which had been under contract to the Post Office
Department.

Thus, on 1 January 1870 Postmaster General John A. J. Creswell faced a
problem. Not only did the United States-French convention expire and a new
convention with Great Britain come into operation, but also the packet companies
were refusing to carry the mail to England. He had to face the question of what
rates he would authorize to France. The prepaid British mail rate to France, and
its progression now became:

U.S. British
Postage Postage Total
(retained) (credited) (prepaid)
Not over 7% grams 4c 8c 12¢
Over T%, but not over 15 grams 4 16 20
Over 15, but not over 22% grams 8 24 32
Over 22%, but not over 30 grams 8 32 40, etc.

For a letter under 7% grams, this rate was 3c less than the former convention
rate, and for a letter not over 15 grams, 10 cents less. The British open mail rate
was also available to him. This rate required a prepayment in the United States
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of 4c per 15 grams (half ounce) and paid the letter to the British frontier. On
these letters France collected 5 decimes per 7% grams (10 cents). By this route,
total postage was 14c for a letter not over 7% grams, and 24c for a letter not over
15 grams. There was also the rate by direct steamer from New York to a port in
France. Letters sent by this route required a prepayment in the United States
of 10c per half ounce, which paid the letter to the French frontier. On such letters
France collected 8 decimes per 10 grams (16 cents). The total postage by the
“direct” route was 26¢ for a letter not over 10 grams, but for a letter not over
half an ounce it was a staggering 42c. Of the rates available to him, the rate
by prepaid British mail was the cheapest in total postage. But this was the rate
that he failed to authorize.

It is not unlikely that Postmaster General Creswell did not wish to reduce
the prepaid rate to France without forming a new convention. The United States
had been bargaining with the French for three years to no avail, and if rates were
now reduced there would be little incentive for them to negotiate further. Cer-
tainly, if the prepaid British mail rate were introduced, most mail to France
would be sent by that route. Since the packet companies were refusing to carry
mail to England at the reduced sea rate, it would seem unwise to introduce a
rate that would send most of the mail via England. The British mail rate would
also perpetuate the quarter ounce (7% grams) weight base which he was trying
to eliminate. United States citizens would not suffer because of high rates on
open or direct mail. All that was paid in this country was 4c per half ounce on
an open mail letter, and 10c per half ounce on a direct letter. Let the French
complain to their government about the exorbitant postal charges collected in
France. In an announcement dated 30 November and published in the December
1869 issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant the rates to France were
announced. They were the 10c per half ounce direct rate and the open mail rate
for unpaid letters. The prepaid British mail rate was not announced. No state-
ment by Postmaster General Creswell has been found which would indicate
why he denied the British mail rate to France; what reasons he had can only be
surmised. Curiously, the British mail rate was made available to Algeria.

Although the prepaid British mail rate to France was not announced, or
officially published in the United States, the New York exchange office used it.
Some letters which were prepaid with sufficient postage were sent in the British
mail fully prepaid to destination in France. On these letters the New York ex-
change office credited Great Britain with the required amount, according to
weight. Covers have now been seen bearing a credits of 8, 16 and 32 cents. The
scarcity of covers showing a credit of “8,” or multiple of “8,” indicates that the

Figure 1
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rate was used sparingly. Because this rate was used, but never announced or of-
ficially published, it is termed a “phantom” rate. Covers showing its use are rare.

The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is reported by Mr. Michael M. Laurence,
RA 511. Mr. Laurence specializes in the 10c stamp of the 1869 issue. This cover
was posted in Jersey City, N.J., on 26 February 1870, and is the earliest “phantom”
rate cover known to the author. It is prepaid 20c by a pair of 10c stamps of the
1869 issue which were undoubtedly intended to prepay double the 10c “direct”
rate. At the Jersey City postoffice the letter must have weighed over half an
ounce (14.18 grams), but under 15 grams. A letter of this weight would require
two “direct” mail rates. The New York exchange office elected to send it in the
British mail, fully prepaid to Paris. Since the letter weighed under 15 grams, a
credit of 16 cents was required (see the above schedule). This is indicated by a
large numeral “16” applied in red. The New York office also applied a circular
NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT marking bearing the date of June 26.
The letter arrived at the London office on 9 March 1870 and the London mark-
ing bearing PAID was applied. It arrived at the travelling office, Calais to Paris,
on 10 March 1870, which applied in black an ANGL./AMB. CALAIS marking
as well as a PD (paid to destination) in oval marking in red. These markings
are characteristic of prepaid British mail covers at the “phantom” rate. The author
knows of only two other covers at the “phantom” rate which bear a “16” credit.
In each case the credit was made with the same handstamp.

FLEMING, Esq.,
‘f{j ;Care gf Drexee, Harjzss & Co., :
2 x0§@3,sN ' r')

~

UE Scrige,
PARIS,

FRANCE.:

Figure 2 illustrates a cover reported by Mr. Lester L. Downing, RA 117,
which was posted in Pittsburgh, Pa., on 23 June 1870. It is prepaid 45¢ by a pair
and single 10c and a 15¢, type II, of the 1869 issue. During the early part of 1870
there was much confusion about the rates to France. In this case, one can only
guess at what rate the mailer of this letter intended to prepay. The NEW
YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT marking is on the reverse of the cover. This
letter must have weighed over 22%, but not over 30 grams. A letter of this weight
(see above schedule ) required a credit of 32 cents. The New York office evidently
did not have a handstamp showing “32” and marked it with “32/2” in red crayon,
the “2” indicated a double rate of United States postage. The letter arrived in
London on 6 July 1870, and that office marked it PAID and forwarded it to
the travelling office, Calais to Paris, which applied its ANGL./AMB. CALAIS
marking in black and a PD in circle in red. With the exception of the credit, the
markings on this cover are the same as those on Figure 1. This is the only
“phantom” rate cover known to the author that bears a credit in excess of 16
cents. Although the mailer of this letter had no way of knowing it, a prepayment
of 40c would have been sufficient.
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On 21 September 1869 an additional postal convention was signed between
Great Britain and France.” This convention reduced the international rate be-
tween England and France and Algeria from 4d. per quarter ounce in Great
Britain, or 40 centimes per 7% grams in France, to 3d per third ounce in Great
Britain, or 30 centimes per 10 grams in France. When this convention became
effective it would automatically reduce the “British” postage included in the
prepaid British mail rate to France from 8c for a letter not over 7% grams to 6¢
for a letter not over 10 grams. The convention was to become effective after
ratifications were exchanged, which ordinarily would be accomplished shortly
after signing. British law, however, required that the third ounce weight be
legalized by an order in council. The order in council took some time to secure,
and was not issued until 4 June 1870,% the ratifications were exchanged on 16
June,? and the rate became effective on 1 July 1870.'°

Postmaster General Creswell also failed to announce the reduced rate on
1 July 1870. He did not disclose his reasons for not doing so. The New York
exchange office, however, continued to send some letters to France in the prepaid
British mail at the reduced rate. These letters were usually prepaid 10c¢, and were
intended to be sent by direct mail to the French frontier. During this period
the New York exchange office used a large numeral “6” to indicate the credit to
Great Britain. Covers showing its use are rare.

During the early months of 1870 the packet service to England was dis-
rupted.!' During January the Postmaster General made contracts by the single
trip with the Guion line and the North German Llovd. On 23 February 18702
he signed a contract with the Guion line for a weekly service to Liverpool on
Wednesdays. On 15 April 1870'® he signed a contract with the Hamburg-Amer-
ican line for a weekly service on Tuesdays to Plymouth, Cherbourg and Hamburg.
On the same day a contract was signed with the North German Lloyd for a
weekly service on Saturdays to Southampton and Bremen. The service, however,
was again disrupted by the Franco-Prussian War which broke out in July 1870.
The North German Lloyd and Hamburg-American lines stopped running, and
the French line became irregular. The contract with the North German Lloyd
was abrogated on 28 September, and a new contract was signed on 10 October
1870'* with the Inman line for a weekly service to Liverpool on Saturdays. It
was not until February 1871 that packet service was reestablished on a regular
basis.

Pressures must have been brought to bear on Postmaster General Creswell
to introduce a prepaid rate to France. The November 1871 issue of the U.S. Mail
and Post Office Assistant carried the following announcement:

Office of Foreign Mails, October 28, 1871.

Inasmuch as correspondents in the United States are subjected to inconvenience
because of their inability, since the abrogation of the Postal Convention with France,
to fully prepay the postage on letters for France and Algeria, the Postmaster-General has
decided to so modify the existing regulations governing the collection of postage thereon
as to permit the prepayment in full to destination of the postage on such letters for France
and Algeria, as may hereafter be forwarded through the British mails.

Notice is therefore given that the following prepaid rates of postage are in full of
all charges to destination on letters for France and Algeria, via England.

For letters not exceeding 1/3 oz. in weight, 10¢; exceeding 1/3, but not over 14 oz,
16¢; exceeding 1%, but not over 24 oz, 20c¢; exceeding 24, but not over one oz, 26c; and
so on, adding four cents for each 14 oz. for United States and ocean postage, and 6c for
cach 1/3 oz. for British postage. . . .

After the announcement of this rate, many letters were sent to France at the pre-
paid rates. Covers showing the 10c per % ounce rate are fairly common, but those
showing rates of 16¢, 20c, or 26¢ are seldom seen.

Footnotes
L Annual Report of the Postmaster General, 1869, pp. 14-16.
2 Ibid., p. 15.
3 Annual Report of the Postmaster General, 1868, pp- 17-18.
4 British and Foreign State Papers, vol. XLVI, p. 202.
516 Statutes-at-large 869.
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6 Annual Report of the Postmaster General, 1870, pp. 17-18.

7 British and Foreign State Papers, vol. LIX, pp. 19-21.

8 Ibid., vol. LXV, p. 1213,

9 Ibid., vol. LIX, p. 19.

10 Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates, vol. CCI, p. 1944. )

11 Questions were raised in the House of Commons regarding the poor packet service and
the slowness of the mails from America on 28 March and on 18 May 1870. Ibid., vol. CC, pp.
726-27; vol. CCI, p. 631.

12 Annual Report of the Postmaster General, 1870—Appendix, p. 147.

13 Ibid., p. 149.

14 Ibid., p. 153.

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE COLUMBIA’S MAIL

Mr. Winton Patnode (RA 991) wanted to know how the mail from the
wrecked Columbia of the Cunard line reached England. Mr. Patnode has a
cover endorsed “per Columbia,” which bears a London marking dated 24 July
1843. He also states: “It was charged 1 shilling, the contract rate, not the 8

ence ship letter rate, which I would expect had the Columbia’s mail been
orwarded by sailing ship.”

A little research discloses the following:

Gibbs? states: “Columbia was wrecked near Seal Island (outside Halifax)
on 2 July 1843 and her passengers and crew rescued by the coasting steamer
Margaret.” Staff? states: “Fortunately, no lives were lost and all the mail saved.”
The Margaret belonged to the Cunard line and was in the Pictou-Quebec service.
The records of the Cunard line® show that the Margaret sailed from Halifax on
9 July 1848 and arrived in Liverpool on 23 July 1843. Mr. Patnode’s cover which
is endorsed to the Columbia and arrived in London one day after the Margaret
arrived in Liverpool, leaves little doubt that the Margaret was dispatched to
Liverpool with the Columbid’s mail.

Footnotes
1 Gibbs, C. R. Vernon, “Passenger Liners of the Five Oceans,” p. 184.
2 Staff, Frank, “The Transatlantic Mail,” p. 78.
3 Sailings of the Cunard line, as taken from Cunard records by Mr. Lester L. Downing
(RA 117) .
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 67

The postal agreement between the United States and Canada negotiated in
March 1851 became effective April 6, 1851. The letter rate was 10c or 6d per %
oz. except to or from the Pacific coast where the single rate was 15c or 9d. Pre-
payment was optional, but partial payment was not recognized.

The cover shown should have had 15¢ postage to pay the whole rate from
California to Canada West. Since it had only a 10c stamp, it was treated as en-
tirely unpaid. The U. S. exchange office struck its marking, the straightline “U.
STATES,” to show origin as required by the agreement, and also rated the letter
“Due 157 in manuscript. The Canadian office had no handstamp for “9d.” The
clerk there, with considerable ingenuity and resourcefulness, improvised by
turning the common “6” handstamp upside down.

There is no evidence on the cover itself to establish the exchange offices at
which it was handled. The straightline “U. STATES” marking has been positively
identified as used at Cape Vincent, N. Y., the office opposite Kingston, Canada
West, and at Ogdensburgh, N. Y., which exchanged with Prescott, Canada West.
Winthrop Boggs in his Postage Stamps and Postal History of Canada attributed
this marking to Buffalo, N. Y., but I have been unable to verity this identification.
Whitby is some twenty-five miles east of Toronto on Lake Ontario and both
Cape Vincent and Ogdensburgh are at the eastern end of Lake Ontario, so that
all three of these putative routes seem equally plausible.

Short paid covers to Canada at the 10c rate are relatively common during
the first decade of the agreement. They are usually franked with a single 3c
stamp of the 1851-60 issue and rated 10c or 6d due, the stamp being disregarded.
A few short paid stampless covers—3c postage paid in cash—are recorded, sug-
gesting that some postmasters were as ignorant of and careless about, the regula-
tion and rates on mail to Canada as the general public. In sharp contrast, short
paid letters from Canada to the United States are very scarce and unusual.
The reader may draw his own moral.

The rate between Canada and the Pacific coast was reduced to 10c by a U. S.
Post Office Department order dated February 17, 1864, as a result of the reduc-
tion of U. S. domestic rates the previous July. (See Chronicle No. 54, pp. 24-26,
and “Bakers” U. S. Classics” in Stamps for October 3, 1964.)

Covers showing the 15c rate from the Pacific coast to Canada are scarce.
It seems likely that the volume of such mail was not great, since neither the U, S.
nor Canadian exchange offices were provided with handstamps to show the 9d
or 15c rate respectively. Normal procedure, as stipulated by the 1851 agreement,
was for exchange offices to express the amount due or paid in the currency of
the other country, until Canada adopted decimal currency July 1, 1859.

Since the rate again changed April 1, 1868, becoming 6¢ for prepaid letters
regardless of distance, covers at the 10c rate from the Pacific coast to Canada are
indeed rare. A cover at either the 15¢ or 10c rate to Canada is a fine addition
to any collection. Rarest of all are the corresponding rates originating in Canada.

I regret to report that no letters were received regarding this cover, but I
do want to acknowledge an enthusiastic phone call from my long-time good friend
Josie Stultz.

PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

The cover above is somewhat battleworn, but it represents an odd and un-
usual puzzle. The blackjack (Scott No. 93) is cancelled but not tied by a formless
black blob, and is used on a sealed envelope. The envelope is postmarked
HOULTON ME. AUG. 12. At the center top are two poor strikes of a handstamp
PAID/2 in two straight lines. At the upper right is an indeterminate making
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which may be a “2.” The envelope is backstamped WOODSTOCK N. B. AU 12
1869. All markings are in black.

What rate and use does this cover illustrate? What is the significance of the
markings?

TO THE READER

The Cover Corner tries to feature material illustrating problems in inter-
pretation, rates, postal regulations, or little-known facts of postal history within
the period covered by The Chronicle. Stampless covers will be used occasionally
if they show rates or regulations applying equally to covers with stamps. Prob-
lems need not be complex or obscure and material will be chosen on the basis
of general interest. If you have a cover which you think suitable for use in the
Cover Corner, please write to the editor and send a description or photograph.

OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty

Write for my—
FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS
Approvals gladly sent to U.S. Philatelic Classics Society and A.P.S. members.

E. N. SAMPSON

P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810

CLASSIC 19th CENTURY COVERS

MY EVER-INCREASING PUBLIC AUCTION SALES ACCENTUATE CLASSIC
19TH CENTURY U.S. COVERS. AS A RESULT, SPECIALIZED COVER
COLLECTIONS ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME FOR MY FUTURE AUCTIONS.
COVERS ARE ALSO PURCHASED OUTRIGHT, OR TAKEN ON CON-
SIGNMENT.

AL ZIMMERMAN
843 VAN NEST AVE, BRONX, N.Y. 10462
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri-
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.

45 Bromfield St.

Boston, Mass. 02108
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In any emergency, borrow
the money you need at
Edelman’s. Use your collec-
tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.
At Edelman’'s, you can
obtain quick, confidential
loans for any amount up
to 80% of the value of
your properties — from
$50 to $50,000 and more.
Write today for further
information.

Edelman’s

301 Old York Road
Jenkintown, Pa. 19046
(Suburban Philadelphia)
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WANTED
COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything
in 19th and early 20th Century
covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual
U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE—SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William 0. Bilden Co.

801 Hennepin
Minneapolis, Minn. 55403

2903 TILDEN ST., N.W.

ASHBROOK SPECIAL SERVICE

COMPLETE REPRINT NOW AVAILABLE
658 Pages of Text and 162 8x10 Glossy Photos
Photos are as good as original
“An expert job.” Raymond H. Weill

Text and Photos Complete Lo n < 8950
o Only il e S $150
PRetosiOMY =0 - o v o e $150

LIMITED QUANTITY AVAILABLE
JEROME S. WAGSHAL
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THE UNITED STATES
TWO CENT RED BROWN

OF 1883-1887
IN TWO VOLUMES

By Edward L. Willard

An intensive study of one of the most interesting United States stamps of the 19th
century, based upon the author’s fifty years of collecting and research of this single
stamp.

I¥'s the most comprehensive work on this subject ever undertaken, and it's done well.
The Two Cent Red Brown is a stamp which lends itself to specialization at modest
expense, and as a consequence it is a most popular stamp for the collector who
seeks fulfillment in study and discovery. Willard's fascinating book will not only
serve fo acquaint you thoroughly with this stamp but will whet your appetite if
you are seeking a new field of interest.

If you already collect the Two Cent Red Brown you will find the book’s depth of
coverage more than adequate and a great source of information for your further
study of the stamp. If you haven't already considered the Two Cent Red Brown for
specialization, this book will awaken you to its possibilities.

The first volume concerns the stamp itself from its background, design and prepa-
ration, plate varieties, non-constant varieties, fo usage. It contains no fewer than
103 plates. Volume Two deals with the cancellations found on the stamp, including
fancy cancels, rapid machine cancels, double ovals, ellipses, efc. Hundreds are
illustrated, both on and off cover.

This is a set of books you will want to add to your library . . . It's a set of books
you will want to keep handy for constant reference.

SET OF TWO VOLUMES

Beautifully printed on heavy coated paper.
Richly bound in cloth, gold stamped.

$209... H

H. L. LINDQUIST PUBLICATIONS, INC.
153 Waverly Place, New York, N.Y. 10014

Please send me set (sets) of the 2-vol. book “The United States Two Cent
Red Brown of 1883-87” by Edward L. Willard at $20. per set.

Also include set (sets) of the 3-vol. Brookman book The United
States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century at $30. per set.

Enclosed $____ in payment.

NAME
STREET

CITY STATE ZIP
New York Residents Please Add Appropriate Sales Tax




1861 to 1866

By CHARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER
markings — 1861 to 1900. R.P.O. markings prior to 1887.

the railroads over which the routes ran, and the present-day status of these roads.
and a detailed cross index.

Price: $12.50 per copy, postpaid. Order from:

MELVIN W. SCHUH

RAILROAD POSTMARKS OF THE UNITED STATES

Covers railroad markings of the United States, as follows: ““R.R.””, AGT” or station name

Over 400 pages, hard covers, with exact illustrations of over 2200 markings. Over 80 railway
route diagrams and over 40 illustrations of the finest of covers bearing such markings. Lists

clear explanation of how the railway mail systems worked, including definition of terms

6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609

Poge 1

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP,
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION
(Act of Outoher 24, 1962 Sectron 4169 Tutle 49, Unsted States Code)

s 3 G o
ctober 12, 1970 " GRONTOLE OF THE U.S. GLASSIC PO.TAL ISSUES

Sppros
Wdget Poreos Mo 483039

B m.m’

\ Quarterly

4 VOCATION OF ENOWN OFFICE OF PUBICATION (Sireer, rity._county. riate, ZIP code)

| 10 Country Club Drive, Fulton (Callawvay County), Mluourl 65251
B uxn-ou THE NEADGUATTERS OF GENERAL BUSINESS OFFICES OF THE PURISHERS (et o

n W. Schuh, Treasurer, 6 Laconia

& NAMES AND ADORESSES OF PUBISHER, EDITOR, AND MANAGING FOITOR
prveTy ,\,.,
The U

Worcester, Mass. 01609

3 r;g.t.ue Classics Socfety, 10 Country Club Dr., Fulton, Mo.
tor-ineChief e s ]

OTOR (N =
Dr. R. L, D. Davidson, Westminater College, Fulton, Mo. 65251
MAMAGING EDITOR ( Name and addve / DVBBOCLITE EOTTH

or
Edwin A, chrint. 10 Country Club Drin, Fulton, Mi

7. OWNER (If suncd by

ouri, 65251

7 own
OF 80NDS, MOK

7. FOR COMPLETION BY NONPROAT ORGAMZATIONS AUTHORZED TO MAIL AT SPECIAL RATES (Section 142.122. Postal Manual)
(Check one)

aged [ Hove chomged durion (1
s R b oy e SR

The purvess. funcion. ond
oniteian aad T etamps siot o

Ppublivher must

.,‘,:...,... of g

AVEAGE NG ConEE
ACTUAL NUAEE OF COMES OF SIGU
107 EXTORF - ARG HARAE: 6 CROAANON .:g* SSEDUNNG | 555E PURISHED MEAREST TO FUING DATE

& TOTAL NG COMES MIWTED /et Prevs R/ 900 900

CoATion
€5 THAOUGH DEALEES AND CARRERS, STREET VENDORS AND COUNTER 60 60
i

S et 1 s 79
€ 10TAL PaID CCULATION 812 850
& issmion ooy gt ik i cnir ok, | 38 | &0
£ TOTAL DISTROUNON (Swm of € 4nd D) 837 890
L O L s A WO ) T 10
G. TOTAL (Swm of E & F—shouid cqual wet pren o shows i A) 900 900

[Stgnature of eder. publisher, busness mamager. o suwer)

Associate Ed{itor

1 certiy that the scstements made by me above are correct
and complete.

oy oy 1970

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Literature bought, sold or traded for cancels
and covers. Ashbrook Special Services text,

photos, and index a specialty. Free list. J. R, YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE
Kesterson; 336 Homestead; Delaware, Ohio WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER-

43015.

ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

1c 1851-1857 Issue. I am beginning the plat- BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE
ing of plate 1 late and need good material. PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGE! SEE RATES,

Do you have duplicates or material for sale?
Please write or send to: H. Leon Aussprung BOTTOM OF PAGE 144
Jr., 1444 Wheaten Lane, M.R. 1, North Wales,
Pa. 19454.
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HAH |

“NEW YORK

H. R. HARMER, INC. ARE PLEASED TO

ANNOUNCE THAT AN EXCEPTIONAL SELECTION OF

UNITED STATES ISSUES

WILL BE OFFERED AT PUBLIC AUCTION ON

JANUARY 18, 19, 1971
ON INSTRUCTIONS OF

THE UNITED STATES TRUST COMPANY OF NEW YORK

a de-luxe art catalogue will be distributed in mid-De-
cember, to those on the Harmer mailing list. Request
catalogue application blank.

H. R. HARMER, INC.

THE INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEER
6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460







	Cover
	Front Cover
	In This Issue
	1847 Period
	1847 Covers from Iowa
	U.S. Express Mail -
 Hudson River Mail
	"Dot in U"-
"N.Y.Grid"

	Editorial
	Military Markings: 1851-1861, Installment No. 5
	A Faked Year Date
	Speaking of Forgeries
	1853 New York City Year Date
	The U.S. Express Mail Cancellatio: Another New Discovery
	More on Unpaid U.S. Pick-up Carrier Fee
	Plate 1 Late
	Salem, Mass., Circular Obliterator with Dots
	Henniker, N.H.
	S2 Research
	1861-1869 Period
	Editorial
	Waterways Route Agent Markings
	U.S. Express Mail
	Route Agents' Markings Occurring in Two or More Minor Varieties
	The Steamer Oregon Marks

	Railroad Postmarks
	Railroad Markings

	The Transatlantic Mails
	Prepaid British Mail Rates to France, 1870-1874, The
	What Happened to the Columbia's Mail

	The Cover Corner
	Answer to Problem Cover in Issue No. 67
	Problem Cover for This Issue


