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IT ONLY TAKES SECONDS!. ..
TO TALK PERSONALLY ... to the

PEOPLE WHO KNOW ... the PEOPLE WHO CARE

...HARMER ROOKE in NEW YORK

CALL FREE
on the HARMER ROOKE "Hot Line"

800-221-7276
FROM ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STAT ES

(Except New York State)

800-221-7276
For PROMPT, PERSONAL ACTION on the

AUCTION or PRIVATE SALE of COLLECTIONS,
ACCUMULATIONS, INDIVIDUAL RARITIES or DEALER STOCK

800-221-7276
Ask for LOU ROBBINS, V ice President and Genera l Ma nager, or

RICHARD GORDON, President, and enjoy the expertise and professiona l
in teg rity w hich has ep it om ized Harmer Rooke since 1903

NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE! NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.
Negotiants in Fine Philat elic Properties

APPRAISERS. SALES AGENTS • AUCTIONEERS

Establi shed: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939

THE HARMER ROOKE BUILDING
604 FIFTH AVENUE • NEW YORK 10020

In New York State and New Yor k M etropoli tan A rea
CALL COLLECT (212) 76 5-3883
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"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS-PART 8

# 58 - (10c "AUGUST") - Fine copy (design intact), ba re ly tied by Black framed
"PAID" to V.F. Orange cover with lig ht . Red " BOSTON,MASS.-NOV 4"pmk &
oval framed "UNITED STATES", addr. to NOVA SCOTIA in Green ink. Very
striking cover, cat . $250 .__. . . . . .. . $150

# 60 - (24c "AUGUST") - Fine copy, rich brig ht colo r, tied by " PAID" in circu lar
lined grid to Wh ite cover wi th sma ll repair & transparen t sta in top cen te r, wit h
Red "BOSTON Br.Pkt - 19 PAID - SEP 19 (1861 )", Sharp strike, to England,
w ith rece iving date notes on front , RARE, Reasonably Attractive, Cat
$225 + .__. .. . .._._. .__.. .._.. .$1 50

# 63 - (lc 1861) - on # U-56 Entire - V.F., stamp o.c, b ut nea t ly tied by sharp
"ST. LOUIS, MO. - Jun 3(1869)" Pmk.,Red stam ped corner card, Attractive . $15

# 63 - (3 cop ies) - F - VF, 3 d ifferent shades, slightly ove rlapp ing , tied by Black
Targe ts & Blue N.H. town pmk. & Black ''TROY, N.H.-Jan 31" pmk., forwd.
wi th ms. "DUE 3" to V.F. small w hite cover __._.....__. . .. _. $25
Jun 6" Black pm ks. on V.F. sl igh tly reduced Yello w cover , Attractive .._....._.$25

# 63 - (Ver .Strip 3) - Placed sidew ays, V.F. centering, tied "WORCESTER,Ms.-
Jun 6" Black pmks, on V.F. slightly reduced Yellow cover, Attractive ._.. $25

# 63 - (Hor. strip 3) - Neat circular gri d cancels , on fine Whi te cove r, pmk.
"COLLEGE HILL,OH10", Attractive .__. . ._.._._. . .__. .__..$25

# 63 - (3 Copies) - V.F. cente ring , 2 s ide on e s overl ap cen te r, 3 shades-center
scarce ULTRAMARINE, tie d "OLD POINT COMFORT,VA.-Jun 16 (1862)," on
Wh ite cover bi t reduced , w ith Exciting Union Soldiers Letter from " HENTZLE
MAN'S CAMP, Fair Oaks, Va." enclosed & " DUE 3" mk., Very interesting
item _. . ._..__. . .__.. . . .__. $35

# 63 - (2 copies) - J ust cut in, tied by Black g rid to V.F. cover with Red "BOSTON,
Ms." pmk. to Boston , lfIustrating scarce 1c Carrier payment _. _.. _.. ._...._$20

# 64 - (3c PINK) - J ust nipp ed at bottom,rich color, lig ht gr id canc el, on 3c
1853 Enti re (Demonetized), reduced at left not aff ecting ad dr ess, p mk. Black
"DAYTON,O.-Oct. 19,1861", Cat. $140 .__. .. . . . . ..._._. .__$75

# 64 - V.F.,Rich color , tied by Black "PAID" in grid & Red "BOSTON- SEP 3
(1861)" pmk. to Supe rb neat White cover, A GEM II ... . $125

# 64 - Fine copv.Llust clear R. & B.), Rich Deep Color-Almost the " PIGEON
BLOOD", tied Black "DOYLESTOWN,PA-SEP 30(1861)"pmk. to V.F.-S. Orange
cover, with P.F. Certificate, A Beauty I _..._. ..__. . . . . .$200

# 64a - (3c "PIGEON BLOOD") V.F. to Superb , Brilliant RICH COLOR (Finest We've
ever seen), tied o n V.F. White Face only by Bright Greenish Blue "CINCINNATI,
O.-SEP 26" pm k. & Blue g rid, p ro bably fine st "P.B." stamp known, A RARE
CLASSIC w ith P.F. Certification, Cat. $600 ++++ ... .. ..... .__ . .._$850

# 65 - (3c Rose) - V.F. cop y, tied "PORT HURON, MICH- May 17, 1864" & Black
target to V.F. small wh ite cover w ith fancy Black "SARNIA CUSTOMS,CANADA
May 17, 1864" Doub le Circle pmk., addressed to " Virginia City, Nev .Terr ." ,
w ith Itr. encl . from "SARNIA, CANADA", Rare use o rig inat ing in Cana d a &
pa sse d across bo rder as favor wi th no Canad ian pos tage pai d. RARE & PROS-
ABLY UNIQUE USAGE ._... .. . . •• .__. $250

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, 'published by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Soci ety tnc., a t 10 Country Club Drive ,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. Second-class postage paid at Fulton

j
Mo. Su bscription pr ice $14.00. A year 's sub

scription is Included In membership in the U.S . P h latellc Classics Society , with $7.50 of each
member 's du es apportioned to publica tion of The Chronicle. Printe d In the United States of America .
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AN 1881 IMPERIA L A LBUM

This example was published by Stanley Gibbons in
approximately 1881 and was the fourth edition of its
type. It was rebound some thirty years ago, has never
been opened out flat since and has been a treasured
possession of its owner who has handled it with loving
care.

Over the years the album has become fuller and the
poo r copies have be en replaced by supe rior ones. With
the exception of Russian locals and the higher priced
rarities in the Swiss Cantonals, the maj ority of countries
are largely completed and it is with reluctan ce that th e
present owner is now selli ng .

A few appetisers are noted:-

Great Britain V.R. 1d ., 1878 to £ 1, 1880 2/- brown;
Austria 1850 1kr . yellow and 6kr. brown, both unused;
Baden 1851 1k . used ; Bavaria 1862 18kr. unused; F inland
10k. rose, pen-cancelled ; France 1871 10c. surcharge ,
mint; Iceland, 1873 2sk. to 16 sk. unused ; Italy 1863 10c.
two shades, mint; Poland 1860 10k. unused; Russia 1858
10k. fine used ; Spain (210 out of 218 possible spaces
are filled) 1851 21'. red , used, 1874 lOp. black mint,
Sweden is complete including the 1855-58 issues ; Turkey
1867 25 pi mint an d many others.

In addition to this wonderful volume the owner is
including a quantity of covers, etc. , which are indexed
to the alb um but have not been inserted for the sake of
preservation of the bindin g. There are a number of cer
tificates for the better items.

$9,600
Full details of this remarkable vo lume are available fr ont David
Muscott at the Pri vate Treaty Department of

ROBSON LOW E LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.I.
ENGLAND CaMps: "Stnlll /J.•, London , S.W.I ." T ,·/px: 9.154.10

W hen replying to this ad ver tisem ent please mention. that you
saw it in "Chron icle"
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THE 1847-'51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COMBO COVERS
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor

There are seve ra l fun ways to collect the United States classic issues that re
quire only the inform ati on readily availabl e in an y United States pri ce list or
catalogue. An interesting and unu sual collection is one hav ing combinations of
U. S. stamps from two or more issues to pay postage. Th ese combina tions of
stamps are affectiona tely called "combo covers".

Combo covers having copies of our first issue are the most difficult to find
because th ey can combine only wit h lat er issues, whereas later issues may in
clude copies of earlier as well as lat er issues. Frequently, combo covers tell in
terestin g postal history stories as well as having collector appeal. In addition to
1847 combo covers with other issues of th e United States stamps, there are five
5c 1847 covers showing use in combination with a copy of the 3d Canadian beaver.
These, how ever , are outside the scope of th is article.

Th e 1847 dir ectories! list only five 5c combo covers and two lOc covers .
All of these covers have been full y illustrated in the past eithe r in Stamps maga
zine or in auction catalogues, with one exception. Here for the first time they
are collectively listed and up-to-date information is given for each .

Th e five 5c covers are :

1. A 5c stamp with one 1c 1851 plate I E on a buff envelope postmarked
Lexington, Kentucky addressed to Cannonsburg, Pennsylvania. This
cover, mailed Septemb er 15, 1852, paid double th e 3c rat e.

2. A 5c stamp with one 1c 18051. There is no town postm ark on the legal
size cover which is addressed to Will iamsport, Pennsylvania. It is
docketed as used Janu ary 10, 1853 and apparently paid th e double
3c rat e. Th e Philat elic Foundation has declined to express an opinion
as to its genuineness. Th is cover has not as ye t been illustrated in a
ph ilatelic publication.

3. A 5c stamp with two 1c 1851's Type IV and one 3c 1851 on a small
mourning envelope postmarked Exeter, ew York and addressed to
San F rancisco, California. Th e stamps total lOc to pay th e single rate
for a letter sent mor e than 3,000 miles. Th e usage is January 4, prob
ably 1856:

4. A 5c stamp with one Ic 18057 Ty pe II and one 3c 1857 Typ e II on a
cover front postm ark ed Philad elp hia, Pennsylvani a addressed to New
York. These stamps total 9c to pa y the tripl e 3c rate. The usage is
January 4, probably 1858.

5. A 5c stamp with copies of the 18.57 issue. There is a single I c, an ir
regu lar block of three of the 3c and one lOc stamp. These stamps
tot al 25c. The legal size envelope is from E el River, California to
Washington, D. C. Th e dat e by docketing is January 8, 18059. At this
tim e th ere was no 2,sc rat e from Ca lifornia to W ashin gton. The 1857
stamps totalin g 20c evidently paid the double lOc rat e from Ca lifornia
for contents of the lar ge envelope. The ,sc stamp probabl y does not
belon g and was added later.

Th ere is more to tell of each of these 5c covers th an the bri ef description
just given .

The No. 1 cover is illustrated in an article by Stanley B. Ashbrook in Stamps
for Decemb er 11, 1948. Th e 1847 issue was no longer valid for posta ge in 1852
and this cover ( as well as all the others ) is an illegal lat e use. Ashbrook has thi s
to say about the cover, in th e text : (p. 482 ) .

this is "a very int erestin g cover showing a use in September 1852 of the
invalidated 5c 1847. Here is a case wh ere the postmaster, at the post
6



office of origin, refu sed to recogni ze the 5c 1847 stamp, but there re
mains a doubt wh ether the postmaster at destinati on conside red the
letter as paid or unpaid. The cover (buff envelope) was a double rate
(2 x 3c ), from Cannonsburg, Pa., Sept. 15, 1852, addressed to Lexing
ton , Ky. The postmaster in Pennsylvan ia refu sed to recogni ze the 5c
invalidated stamp and marked the letter 'NO GO : with a pen '10' as the
sum du e ( rate as unpaid, 2 x 5c ). Here is qu ite an inter esting point,
because th e le tter was not entirely unpaid , but was partly paid , due to
the legal l c 1851, therefore, if he refused recognition to the 5c 1847,
he should have recogni zed the l c stamp. The qu estion arises, how
should he have rated the letter? Should he ha ve marked it , 5c Du e, that
is, lc paid on a 2 x 3c rat e, or should he have marked it as 7c Due, same
bein g lc payment on the 3c prep aid rate, wi th the extra rat e entire ly
unpaid , thu s 5c or a total of 7c. No doubt he was bothered about the
rating so he marked it as entirely un paid , (s ee the ma nuscr ipt '10'). Per
haps the postmaster a t Lexington was likewise bothered and one won
ders if he was the one who crossed out the ' l O GO' and permitted the
letter to be delivered as full y pr epaid . Perhap s he thought it was very
fooli sh to refuse reco gnition to the old stamps for which the P. O. D.
had received 5c in payment .
"This is a very ra re com bina tion and it is covers like this that add great
interest to a hig hly spe cialized collec tion."
There is little additional info rm ati on about the second cover. A manu script

"5" besid e the stamps could mean 5c du e and that there was only the l c stamp
on the cover with th e 5c '47 being added at a la ter date.

The third 5c Combo is a mourning cover and pays the lOc transcontinental
rat e th at was in effec t from April 1, 1855 to Jul y 1, 1863. There is no evide nce of
year of use and Ashbrook gives it as "probably 1856 or 1857, no doubt th e
form er". This cover 'is illustrated in figure 1.

Fig ure 1
1847 Co mbo Cover

This is No . 3 in the Sc list. The indistinct po stmark is Exeter, N.Y. and the date January 4, not Exete r, N.H. and
July 4 as it has been mi stakenly re porte d in previous descript io ns. --

The fourth cover is a lovely one even thou gh it is only a cover front. Ash-
brook illustrates th is cover and quotes a 1916 article by Dr. Ca rroll Chase.

"Another is th e fac e of a cover cancelled 'Philadelphia, Pa ., Jan. 4' and
sent to New York City. This cover bears a 5e 1847 between a I c 1857
T ype II and a 3c 1857 Type 11, thu s making the triple -9c-rate. This
must ha ve been used at least as lat e as 1858, as the perfo rated stamps
7



did not appear until F ebruary 1857. Thi s combination also seemingly
paid the postage without qu estion.">
The above cover was form erly in the Dr. Chase and the Senator Ackerman

collections. I hav e no record of its ever being offered at auction.
The first four 5c covers have been known to collectors for many years

but th e fifth cover is a newcomer having first made its appeara nce at a Brooks
Stamp Co. auction on May 24, 1966. The rate from California to the east in
1859 was 10c per )f ounce. Th e legal size envelope appears to be one that would
have contents weighing over )f ounce and requiring the double rat e or 20c. All
the stamps are pen cancelled and only one 3c stamp is tied. The lc and 3c stamps
are in th e upper left corne r and th e 10c stamp at the upper right. The 5c '47 is
to the left of th e IOc 1857. Th e manuscript California postmark is in the center
between th e stamps. The addressee is "Pension Office, Washington, D. C."

The two IOc covers are-
1. A 10c stamp with two I c Type V and one 3c 1857 stamps. These

stamps total 15c on a large legal size envelope postmarked Portland,
Maine and addressed to "Hon, ' Vales Hubbard care of the Courts
Portland". It is marked "Private". Th e use is Jul y 16 and Ashbrook
says "the year is 1858 or later"."

2. A IOc stamp with one Ic 1857 and a ship of three of the 3c 1857. Th ese
stamps total 20c on an envelope with a New York Ocean Mail Type
III postmark. Th e letter is addressed to San Francisco, California with
August 21 in the postmark. There is no year date evident. The corr ect
year is undoubtedly 1860 althoug h it has been frequentl y given as
1851.4

The two 10c 1847 covers are even mor e interesting than the 5c ones. The
first 10c cover appears to be a drop letter mailed in Portland to a Portland
addressee. There was a lc drop rate at this time, but Ashbrook believes th e
15c pays the 5 x 3c rate which it undoubtedly was int ended to do. Th e en
velope may hav e been addressed and stamped outside of Portland and later
carried to Portland where it was mail ed.

Enough has been written about the second 10c 1847 combo cover to mak e
an entire article. This cover was sold by Rob ert A. Siegel in an auction on No
vember 14, 1963, and that catalogue has a clear illustration of the cover . Ac
compa nying th e cover was a letter which Dr. Carroll Chase wrote man y yea rs
ago , in which he said the cover was mailed to San Francisco in 1851 then for
warded to Alaska , returned to San Francisco, mislaid for 10 years and was lat er
advertis ed and picked up by Navy Lieutenant Richard ' V. Meade, Jr. to whom
it is addressed.

This is a fantastic story, but unfortunately non e of it is true except that it
was advertised and pick ed up by Lieutenant Mead e. Later research and recent
knowledge about postal markings on this cover show that it was mailed in 1860.

Dr. VV. Scott Polland in the January 1964 issue of th e \Yestern Express first
correctly fixed th e date as 1860. Polland arrived at th e 1860 date by applying
his knowledge of mail carried to California with th e New York Ocean Mail Type
III postmarks. "

This unusual cover is addressed to "Lieut. Richard W, Meade, Jr. U. S.
Navy San Francisco California". Just who was Lieut. Meade? Further research
confirms the year of use as 1860 as reported by Polland. Richard Meade was born
in New York, graduated from Annapolis in 1856, attained th e rank of Rear Ad
mira l before retiring on May 20, 1895. He was not an officer until 1856 and the
first Augu st 21 sailing to California after that date, with the New York Ocean
Mail Type III postmarks, was in 1860.

The \Yestern Expr ess ar ticle illustrates both sides of this cover. There are
no posta l markings to show that th e cover was forwarded to Alaska. The back
shows that th e cover did find its way to the dead letter office and it is back
stamped "advertised June 11, 1861".

Polland believes that "this banged up copy of th e 10c 1847 (pin holes ,
scratches, scuffs , etc. )" was th e only stamp originally on the letter and th e
mail clerk recognized it as an invalid stamp, "and insisted upon proper payment
8



of postage of that per iod , and the 1857 stamps were applied and cancelled"."
\Vhat Polland says ma y be tru e, but if so there is no evide nce that the lOc '47
stamp was not recogni zed as valid .

W ith one exception, the 1847 stam ps were always recogni zed as va li.d for
postage eve n after their offic ial demoneti zati on." In 1860 the rat e to California
was still 10c per J2 ounce. This letter to a young lieutenant ma y have carried a
tender romantic messa ge that weighed more than )~ an ounce. If this was the
case then the '57 stamps wer e added to pay the double rat e to Ca liforn ia.

If anyo ne knows of an 1847 Combo Cover othe r than the ones rep orted here,
please write your sec tion editor ab out it.

Footnotes
1 c . C. H art a nd S. M. McDonald , Di rector y of 5c 1847 Cov ers, u npubl ished: Directory of

t oe 18-17 Couers, 19i O.
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" Dr. \\' . Scott Poll and , "T he New York Ocea n Mail Postm arks via Pan am a to Ca liforn ia &

Oregon ", J1'est em l~x/II 'ess, J anu ary 196·1, p . 8.
Ul bic/., p. 20 .
7 C. C. H a rt , "A ' First Day' 184i Cover", Tlt e Collectors Club Philatel ist , July 1962, p . Ii5.
THE 1847 DIRECTORIES AND SOURCE INFORMATION
The lOc 1847 Directories ha ve been delivered to all members who donated

to the Bill Hicks Publishing F und. All copies have been paid for including tho se
kept by th e compilers an d tho se don ated b y the compilers to the Philatelic
Foundation, th e Collectors Club of Ne w York, the Royal Philatelic Society, etc.

The Directory lists 1828 different 10c covers including 139 in museums, li
braries, etc. Behind each entry in the Directory is a card on whi ch much addi
tional det ail inform at ion is recorded. Color slides are attached to a third of these
cards . Some valu abl e informa tion is offered from black and white illustrations for
anothe r third of the listed covers. Color slides are bein g made of the remaining
covers as rap idl y as practi cal.

Although mu ch inform at ion is still to be recorded , int eresting postal history
pictures are beginning to emerge from th e information we now have. From tim e to
time articles will appear in the Chronicle bas ed upon this source material.

Future plans involve 3 major projects : first , th e publicati on of a Directory
of 5c covers. This will be a ma jor undertaking becau se there are probabl y four
to five times as man y 5c cove rs as th ere ar e 10's. This means listing 8,000 to 10,000
covers and making a slide of as man y as possible. At present we list only about
4,500 five cent covers.

As our seco nd big step we will furnish the Phil atelic Foundati on in New York
duplicat es of our list cards and color slides for study by all specialists. If our
tim e and strength permit, duplicates likewise will be furnished to some central
point on th e west coast.

The final step will be a combi ned Directory of both the 5c and lOc 1847
covers whi ch will attempt to list all extant cove rs. Such a Directory will enable
stude nts to selec t quickly the covers to be stud ied . Speciali sts and collectors will
be abl e to study the postal history of our first issue of stamps as no other large
issue has heretofore been studied .

The Di rectory of 10c cove rs has been a major undertaking. Because of the
expe rience we gained assembling the lOc Directory, we are confident the much
larger 5c Directory ca n be compiled and that our entire program will be com
pleted. A combined 5c and 10c Di rectory will be of great va lue to collec tors and
profession als. We are th ankful for the coopera tion we have had in the past from
our collector friends and profession als. Now, we ar e counting on th at same kind
of friendly consideration in the future.

Creighton C. Hart
Susan M. McDonald

NEXT ISSUE : "T he Knapp Shift as Told to Me by Elliott Perry"
Cr eighton C. Hart.
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CLASSICAL COMBOS AFTER 1847
R. L. D. DAVIDSON

Ed itor's No te: My part of Cre igh to n H ar t 's "assignment" was to di scu ss classica l combina tio ns
af ter the 1847's. I presume he asked me to do th is becau se of my considera hle in terest in them
and the fact tha t I collect the m . Recently a report er in th e Collecto rs Club Phila telist , in com
menti ng on the annua l membersh ip ex hi bit, refer red 10 my seco nd -prize level fra me of com bos
as " more a cu riosity than in forma tive," I am sorr y I offende d hi s taste, but I have fou nd 1II0re
inte rest ing, controvers ial, " informative," and desirable items tha n in severa l o ther maj or spec ia l
ties I have pu rsu ed . An yway, here is lily op us .

Mr . Hart above lists as his cri teria those covers bearing 1847 stamps and
stamps of a later issue [h e mentions covers with Ca nadia n stamps also.] One won
ders if any 1847 covers will appear in combina tion with a postm asters' pro visional
or with a dark br own five-cent and an orange-brown five-cent paying the ten-cent
rate. For in my collection I have not only sought different issues, such as 1851
with 1857 or either with 1861, plain with grilled issues, and 1869 issues with those
before and after, but differen t typ es or shades of the same value and issue, and
combina tions of stamps with other rare handstamp s and markings. I also seek
covers with combinations of regular issues and rare usages of locals and carriers .
And last but not least, I also include similar combina tions of the Confederate
issues and also when used with U. S. during the turbulent period .

In reference to this latter, th e year 1861 furnishes a series of the most in
teresting possibilities because of the demon eti zati on, the advent of th e Con
federa te postal systems, and the genera l up heaval of that tragic period. When a
"combo" with a long-outd ated stamp used is discovered, th is becomes a real
thrill to the collector and though th ey are not common, they do show up from
time-to -time,

For sake of brevity then (and since there is no way of assessing possible
numbers ) I will present only a few covers with illustrations to indicate the pos
sible varieties.

Figures A, B, and C, show combos of different types and issues.
Figures D , E, F, G, H, show mixed issues.
F igures I and J show Confederate combos.

Y/t!l!:ll ~} l j'i~,z:;;;
.ra: II « t iet / /L;0//y-e.

~(. ., / vd-~i ('~ ~ c .

/'

Fig ure A.
Three diffe rent typ es of the perfora ted and impe rfo rat ed e ne-eent stamps of 1851·57 pay three-c ent rat e . Red
NEW 8EDFORD MASS/ Sep 21/PAID 1861 10 Cambridge. Left .tamp is # 20 type II pe rf . (Plate 12, Relief Cl;
second sta mp is typ e I, SAME PLATE AND RELIEF. Right . tamp i. imperf . (#7), 1L4, a .Iamp frequently mi.
take n for a type lilA .
10



Figure B.
A Ihree-cenl imperf (it ll ), Iwo th ree -eent perforat ed type 1 (# 25), and three thre e-cent perforated type II
(# 26), on a U9 Ne sbi tt , paying the tw enty -on e-rate to Switzerland, from False River, Louisiana, Feb. 16, 1859 and
delivered al Xerl igny, March 14.

Figure C.
Tripl e-rate lett er from Benicia , Cal. to Massachusett s. The pai r of ten -cent stamp s consist s of a type IV (# 16)
at lefl and a type III (;; 15), o n Ne sb itt (UI 6).
Ex: Gib son .
11



Figure D.
A five·cent 1856 (imperf.) (#12) and a Ten-eent 1858 (perforated) (#35) type V, pay rate Boston to France .
September 7, 1859.

Figure E.
Demonetization usage of combination of two issues. Twentyafour.cent rate to Great Britain paid with a one-cent
1857 type V (;ft 24), a THREE CENT BRIGHT PINK (#64), and a pai r 01 the " AUGUST" shade ten-cent deep
yellow.green (# 68) of 1861. New York to Liverpool, Sep. I , 1861. Backstamped " Liverpool," Sept. 29 , 1861.
12



Figure F.
The prinled circular rate of Iwo cents paid by one-cenl slamps of the 1857 (Iype V) and 1861 issues. Plymoulh,
Conn. 10 Terryville. June 5, 1862 .

Figure G.
A one-cenl 1857 Iype V (#24) and a 81ack Jack of 1863 (#73) used 10 pay the three-cenl rale. The one-cenl is
here used at least two years after demonetization . St. Louis to Terre Haute.
13



Figure H.
Twelve-cent 1869 (#117) and a six -cent 1870 (#148) (ungrilled) pay 18c registry rate from Iowa to New York
State.

Figure J.
Leiter mailed from Taylorville, N.C., Feb. 21 , 1862 to Wilmington, N.C., where forwarded by a one-cent
pale green (#1) tied by black " WILMINGTON, N.C./JAN. 12/3 PAID" to Raleigh . Combination of regular issue
(Stone 2) and hend-stamped provisional (Type II).
14



Figur e J.
Fifteen·cent rat e us ing one each of three different Confederate five·cent stamps (#1- 5tone 2, # 4- 5to ne 2,
# 6), tied " RICHMO ND/ JUL 13/1862/Va: ' to Port Royal, Va .

Not e: All photographs from which en gra vings wer e made of ill ust rations A through J.
were madc by Loren T. (" Mike" ) Christ. Prints were mad e by J ack Halcy.
RAILROAD POSTMARKS OF THE UNITED STATES

1861 to 1886

By CHARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER

Cove rs railr oa d marki ngs o f the United Sta tes , as fo llows: " R.R." , " AGT" or sta t ion name

markings - 1861 to 1900. R.P.O. markings pr ior to 1887 .

Over 400 pa ge s, hard covers, wi th exact illustrations of ove r 2200 markings. Over 80 ra ilway

rout e di agr ams and over 40 illust ra tio ns of the f inest of cov ers bear ing such markings. Lists

th e railr oad s ove r which th e routes ra n, and the prese nt-d ay sta tus of th ese road s. With a

clear expl anat ion of how th e ra ilway mail systems worked, includ ing d ef init ion of term s

and a de tailed cross ind ex.

Price: $12.50 per copy, postpaid. Order from :

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
15



THE 1851-160 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III , Assoc. Editor
Edi tors' Note: Your Editors regre t that it ha s been impossibl e to comp le te th e final in stallment
of M ilitary Markings: 1851-1861 fo r inclusion in this issue of Chronicle; h owever , wc assu re our
rea de rs that it will be in th e next issuc l

FIRST OFFICIAL UNITED STATES PERFORATION
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, R. A. 562

The change from imperforate to perforated stamps sometime in 1857 was
perhaps the most important occurrence in th e production of postage stamps since
their official adop tion in 1847. Because it was so important, a novic e might as
sum e that all of th e facts connected with this change had long sinc e been un 
covered . How wrong he would be! There is no philatelic event in our period that
is more shrouded in uncertainty and apparent contracliction. Ev en Dr. Carroll
Chase was uncertain as to the sequence of events leading to th e final adoption of
this new system , causing him to make inconsi stent statements concerning it , as
we sha ll see lat er.

The Chronology
The following is a chronological list of th e eve nts connected with the per

foration of U. S. sta mps of which we are now aware :
December 11, 1854: The firm of 'William Bemrose and Sons, Derby, England,

apply for a patent on a machine capable of eithe r perforating or rouletting
postage stamps. The pat ent was granted on June 8, 1855.1

October 16, 1855: Bemrose reports to Perkins, Bacon & Co. of London, that Top
pan, Carpenter & Co. of Philadelphia has ordered one of their machines."

March 21, 1856: The Bemrose machine is in transit to America ."
July, 1856: This is roughly the first month in which the 1856 brownish carmine

color appeared with which the Plat e 4 plate proofs were printed. See PROB
LEM #2 below.'

August 21, 1856: Letter from Perkins, Bacon & Co. to the Crown Colony Agent,
saying that th e Bemrose machine "slits rather than perforates.?"

October, 1856: Letter from the Post Office Dep artment to Toppan, Carpenter &
Co. sta ting its desire to hav e stamps perforated and inviting th eir bid for
supplying the same."

Novembe r 4, 1856: Letter from Toppan, Carpenter & Co. to the Post Office De
partment submitting their proposal for perforating stamps and submitting
sam ples of the work." The proposal was stated in three alternatives:
1. Pr esent contract to be continued , with additional sum of 3c per thousand

perforated stamps; if contract is not renewed for at least 4 years at its
termination, government is to pay for new plates and perforating ma
ch inery.

2. Present contract to be extende d to June 10, 1861; all stamps to be per
forated at 17c per thousand plus other minor expe nses .

3. Pr esent contract to be exte nde d to June 10, 1863; all stamps to be per
forated at 16c per thousand plus other minor expenses .

Februarij 6, 1857: First contract between Toppan, Carpenter & Co. and the Post
Office Department for the perforation of postage stamps." This contract
has been lost, but apparently it substantially embodied Proposal # 1 as out
lined in the Toppan, Carpenter letter of November 4, 1856.

Februari] 19, 1857: Earliest known use of an off icially perforated stamp (S3 : 81,
82 L 7, used from Portland, Main e ).

February 27,1857: Article in the North American & Unit ed Sta tes Gazette (Phila
delphia ). " The writer was shown shee ts of perforated stamps "yesterday,"
apparently at th e Toppan, Carpenter & Co. plant. He rep orted that th e Post
master General had ord ered 90,000 for New York and Philadelphia and
30,000 for ew Orl eans and citi es of th e south and west.
16



March 7, 1857: Article in Orange (New Jersey ) journal!" reporting that a sup
ply of perforated stamps had been furnished to Phil adelphia, New York and
other principal cities .

April 6 and 8, 1857: Second contrac t between Toppan , Ca rpe nte r & Co. and the
Post Office D epartment providing for a four yea r extension of th e basic con
tract."! This substantially embodied Proposal # 2 in the Toppan, Carpenter
lett er of Nov em ber 4, 1856.

May 12,1857: Earliest known use of a perforated 3c stamp from Plate 6.
July 11, 1857: E arliest known use of a 3c stamp from Plate 10 Early .
July 16, 1857: Earliest known use of a perforated 3c stamp from Plate 3.
[uh] 25, 1856: Earliest kno wn use of a perforated l c stam p from Plat es 1 Late and

2; earliest known use of a perforated 3c stamp from Plates 2 Late and 8.
fu ly 26, 1857: Earliest known use of a perforated l c stamp from Plate 4.
lilly 27, 1857: Earliest known use of a perforated 10c stamp from Plate 1.
lilly 29, 1857: E arliest known use of a 3c stamp from Plate 11 Early .
[uls] 30, 1857: Earliest known use of a perforated 12c stamp from Plat e 1.
Aug ust 19,1857: Earli est known use of a perforat ed 3c sta mp from Plat e 5 Late.
August 23,1857: E arli est known use of a perforated 5c stamp from Plate 1 ( red

brown ).
August 25,1857: Earliest known use of a perforated 3c stamp from Plate 4.
September 15,1857: Earliest known use of a 3c stamp from Plate 9 E arl y.

PROBLEMS
PROBLEM #1. WAS THE MACHINE PURCHASED BY TOPPAN, CAR
PENTER & CO . A ROULETTER OR A PERFORATOH?

All of th e available data on thi s question is conta ined in Early Am erican
Perjorating Machines and Perjorations 1857-1867, by Winthrop S. Boggs. This
booklet quotes two crucia l letters which conta in the only real evidence on the
sub ject (excepting only the Plate 4 plat e proofs, discussed hereafter). Th e fir st,
dated January 5, 1860, is from Perkins, Bacon & Co . to Bemrose & Sons.P A
postscript says that the writer understood that Toppan , Carpenter & Co. con 
verted their machine from a rouletter to a perforator and inquires how this was
done. The second' :' is Bemrose's rep ly, dated January 9, 1860 :

"We acknowledge receipt of yours of 5th resp ecting perforating ma
chine.

"We regret you did not find the slitt ing process satisfactory. Th e
paper's fa lling to pieces must be in cons equence of your cutt ing it too
de ep, i.e., lett ing the cutters press too closely togeth er.

"W ith reference to our paying attention to the machine-s-We have
been so extrem ely occupied with our own business that we have had no
tim e to do so; or we should have done, as th e machine is gradually get
ting into use, and would do rapidly if pushed.

"There is no D IFFICULTY about th e punching by rotary mot ion
the EXPENSE is the obstacl e.

"The hol es in the counterpart were all drilled in tho se we did, but
th ey can be pun ched we are told, wh ich will at once reduce th e cost to
a reasonab le figure, and accomplish th e end. We have no one here whom
we could recommend to undertake the matter , but you can ha ve no dif
ficulty in meeting with such an one in Town. If you do so, we sha ll be
happy to render you any assistance in our power , as re gards advice or
anything of that kind.

"We had not heard that Messrs. Toppan & Carpenter had don e as
you say, but from the experime nt we mad e, we feel quite convince d of
the practicability of the thing; and are equa lly assured that the mode is
inexp ensive."
This rep ly is ambiguous in the extreme. Is the Bemrose firm saying that

the pin counterpart can b e punched rather than drilled, as Mr. Boggs thought?
Or are th ey sayin g that the rouletter may be con verted to a perforator? All in
all, Mr. Boggs was probably right in think ing that the author of this letter was
not responding to the qu estion and had wa ndered off into a discu ssion of how
17



to punch pin counterparts. But this author does not believe th at the letter (even if
this interpretation is tru e ) is conclusive proof that a perforator was supplied to
America rather than a roul etter.

It will be remembered that the original patent covered ·a machine th at .
could be used in either process, ·the only difference being the int erchangeabl e
rouletting or perforating wheels and counterparts. Further, it appears from the
correspondence between these two firms that similar machines were ord ered
about the same tim e for both Perkins , Bacon & Co. and Toppan, Carpenter &
Co. A letter from Bemrose to Perkins, Bacon ( da ted May 1, 1856 ), discussing
the cost of the two machin es, says the one sent to America was more expensive
becaus e of "... double axles, etc., consequent on th e variations in width of th eir
stamps... ."14 There is no hint th at one was a rouletter and the oth er a per
forator , and clearly the Perk ins, Bacon machin e was a rouletter.
PROBLEM #2. WHAT WAS THE PURPOS E IN ISSUI NG THE PLATE 4
PLATE PROOFS?

Dr. Carroll Ch ase described proofs struck from Plate 4 on proof paper that
were obliterated wi th india ink applied with a brush. t" These had come from
the Earl of Cra wford collection in England, and Dr. Chase believed th at they
had been sent to Bemrose and Sons for experi mental purposes with th e new
machine.

Later , a fu ll left pane, a block of 60 from the extreme right edge of the
right pane, and another full left pane less a block of four from the lower
right corn er were discovered. In an article in Stamps on July 15, 1950, Dr.
Otto M. Bacher reported that the partial left pane came from the Bemrose famil y
archives, supporting Dr. Chase's thesis.!" Th e difficulty is that all of these are
printed in a browni sh carmine color, which was not used by the compa ny until
the second half of 1856.I Oa If th e machine was sent to Philadelphia in March,
1856, wh y did Tappan, Carpenter send a special printing to England for experi
mental purposes later in the yea r?

In his Stam ps article, Dr. Bacher said: "They have come to light in England
in recent years, are full y imp erforate, and show no signs of hav ing been tested
with a rouletting machine." Thi s is not tru e, unl ess the pane was tampered with
after Dr. Bacher saw it. Th e parti al pane which was traced to th e Bemrose family
was subsequently broken up. The author has the upper right block from this pane
(9-10; 19-20L4 ), whi ch clearly shows a single line of roul etting running diagonal
ly acro ss the top margin abo ve position s 9 and lOL.
PROBLE M #3. DID THE PERFORATION OF CERTAIN 3c STAMPS THE
LATTEB PABT OF JANUABY, 1857, BEPRESENT THE END OF THE 1851
ISSUE AND THE BEGINNING OF THE SO-CALLED 1857 ISSUE , OB WAS
IT EXPEH.IJ\'lE NT AL IN NATUBE?

This is one of the rare occas ions on which Dr. Chase took both sides of a
qu estion. Followin g are his comme nts regarding perfo ration of stamps from the
"imperfora te" plates; page references are to pa ges of Th e 3c Stamp of th e United
Stat es from which these quota tions are taken. Throughout his discussion of indi
vid~al r,lates, his answer to the first part of th e qu estio n sta ted above seems to
be yes:

Plate 2 Late (p . 95 ): "The plate was probably used almost continuously un
til shortly aft er the governme nt perforated stamps first ap peared, February 24,
1857. It is likely th at it was discarded abo ut April, 1857... ."

Plate 3 ( p. 100) : "This plate was used almost continuously from the tim e it
first appeared until some time after February 24, 1857, because it is known with
government perforation. It was evide ntly discarded about March or April, 1857."

Plate 4 (p . 114 ) : "Plate 4 was used continuously un til th e 'imperfora te plates'
were displaced by those mad e for the perforated Type II stamps, thi s probably
happening about the middle of th e year 1857."

Plate 5 Late (p . 119): "The plate was probabl y used continuously or almost
so, until the perforati on of stamps began February 24, 1857, and for a very short
period after th at ."

Plate 6 (p. 122 ) : "It was probably used continuously until the perforated
18
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stamps began to appear, F ebruar y 24, 1857, and was employed more or less as
long as the 'im perforate ' plates were used for the per forated stamps of 1857."

Plate 8 ( p . 126 ) : "It was probably used continous ly un til th e issue of per
forated stamps was begun F ebruary 24, 1857. ..."

But whe n he discusses the events th at occurred in 1857 generally, th e answer
to th e fir st part of th e qu est ion is "no":

"The issuing of offici ally perforated stamps is sta ted to have commenced
on F ebruary 27, 1857, and I have seen a copy of th e 3c va lue with officia l per fora
tion used as early as Mar ch 4 of th at year. However , I am convinc ed tha t com
paratively few of th e stamps issued before July or August of 1857 were perfo ra ted .
I b elieve thi s to b e so becau se of the sca rcity of perfora ted stamps on covers
dated pri or to September 1 of th at year." ( p . 40 ) .

"Althoug h th e dat e of issu e of the stamps perforated for th e govern me nt is
given as F ebruar y 24, 1857, the earliest perforated stamp which I have see n was
used in New York Ci ty , March 2, 1857. This stam p incident ally is fr om Plat e 7.
Another has been seen from the same city used Mar ch 5; an other from Balt imore,
Maryland, prob ably on the same dat e; wh ile a few more have been noted fro m
New York later in th e month of Mar ch ; and two from Boston , one on the 11th and
one on th e 13th of thi s same month. Other copies dated during th e months from
April to August, 18.57, are occasionally found, although any perfora ted stamp
used earlier th an August, 1857, is scarce. It is qui te evident that only a small
percentage of th e stam ps issued to the public during this period had gone through
the perforating ma chine. No other denomi nations of the 1857 series is kn own
used before Jul y 28, 1857, hence it is evident th at all experime ntal work was don e
on th e 3c stamps." ( p . 177 ) .

This brings us to a ver y peculiar se t of circums tances. A glance at th e
chronology indicat es tha t stamps fro m Plate 7 appeare d on F ebru ary 19, 1857.
Stamps from no other plat e appeared until July 11, 1857. ( Hcre we ignore the
reported early date of Ma y 12 for Plat e 6. The author has never seen the cove r
on wh ich thi s rep ort was based , and unless it was authentica ted both as to plate
po sition and date b y Dr. Ch ase or another recognized authority, suc h a dat e for
this p late seems highl y improb able, as we shall see later ). W ith in six weeks from
July 11, 1857, stamps from eve ry pl at e th en in use, includi ng the l c, 5c, lOc and
12c denominat ions, were being perforated. The implication is clear. Th e perfora
tion of Plate 7 stamps in F ebruary wa s experime ntal in nature, and full scale
perforation did not commence until th e following Jul y.

Some months ago, in No . 63 of th e Chronicle ( p. 103 ) , our memb ers were
invited to send in th e stamp pl at e positions and cover dat es on any covers in
th eir collec tions showing a perforated stamp used between February and July,
1857. The resp onse was not encouraging, and ye t the few recorded covers we
have reveal an interesting patt ern :

Date Where Used
F ebruary 19, 1857 Portland, Main e
March 2, 1857 New York
March 5, 1857 lew York
March 5, 1857 Bartimore
March 11, 1857 Boston
March 13, 1857 Boston
March 13, 1857 Boston
March 21, 1857 New Orlea ns
March 24, 1857 Ch ica go
Mar ch 24, 1857 New York
April 16, 1857 Chicago
July 4, 1857 New York
Jul y 15, 1857 Newbury, Ohi o
Jul y 27, 1857 Phil adelphia

· T hese are probab ly the same cover.

The ga p b et ween April 16 an d July 4 strongly suggests that after th e initi al
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run of perforated stamps in February, no stamps from any plat e were perforat ed
until tot al perforation began in July.

If the initial perforation of stamps from Plate 7 was experimental, how ex
tensive was it? The only ava ilable dat a, short of an actua l count of all covers now
in existence, is th e February 27th ar ticle in th e North American & United States
Gazette. There it was rep orted that th e Postm aster General had ordere d a total
of 120,000 stamps (6,000 sheets). T his may very well have been the total number
of stamps perfo rated and sent to postmasters pr ior to Jul y. If so, stamps from this
experime nta l ru n are ra re- much more rare th an perforated stamps fro m Plates 2
Late, 3 and 5 Lat e, which are themselves four tim es more rare th an an oran ge
brown stamp from Plate 1 E arly.

What Really Happened
From the above facts, it is possible to build a str ong circumstantial case of

wha t probably occurred in 1856-1857. In th e first place, Dr. Chase was un
doubtedly right in saying th at the Post Offi ce Dep artment and th e contractor had
an oral working agreement from th e very first concern ing the desirability of per
forating stamps."? Toppan, Carpenter & Co. surely would not ha ve ordered the
machine from England some time after the middle of 1855 without some assur
ance of reimbursement from the government. The reasonableness of th e proposals
of November, 1856, are justifi ed in th at doc~ment by an appa rently full disclosure
to th e"Post Master Ge neral of th e company s out-of-pocket expenses :

"The above estimate for the perforati on of the stamps, is predi cated
on as careful a calculation as we have been ab le to make of what will be
the actual cost to us, and th e fairness of that ca lculation we submit
freely to your scru tiny, having pr esented the dat a on which it is mad e."
The machine arrived in Philadelphia sometime in April, 1856. It was a

roul etter , just as was th e machine sent to Perkins, Bacon & Co. Toppan , Car
penter probably had th e same complaint as Perki ns against the rouletter-the
pap er was so weakened b y the rouletting that th e sheets tend ed to fa ll apart
prior to use.

It is ofte n said that Top pan, Carpenter themselves converted th e rouletter
to a perforator . This may be so, but it seems more probable that they simply sent
to E ngland for perforating wheels and counterparts to replace the roul etting
wheels and counterparts. It will be remembered th at the original patent to Bern
rose covered both types of separation, and Mr . Boggs' ca lculations proved th at
the Bemrose perforator would produce th e correct gauge as shown on th e offi
cia lly perforated stamps. Of course, if this is what occur red, why was th e Bemrose
firm so obtuse in th eir letter to Perkins, Bacon on Janu ar y 9, 1860? Bemrose had
given up promotin g the machine by thi s time, and it is probable th at the writer
of the letter had for gotten th e sequence of events or did not know th e facts, not
having been directly involved. T hat Toppan , Carpenter had simulta neous access
to both a rouletter and a perforator is proved by the existence of a 3c vertical pair
from Plate 2 Late (described b y Dr. Chase on page 174 of his book) which was
both perforated and roul etted. He thought th at thi s pair came from a late 1855
printing. It had been heavily cancelled by "ruled, crossed , bl ack pen lines," show
ing its experimental na ture. Whe re is th is pair today? The autho r would be gra te
ful for an opportu nity to photograph it.

This difficulty with th e machine in the summer of 1856 may explain th e
existe nce of the Plat e 4 special printing and th e reason these pan es were sen t to
England after th e machine had been delivered . They were probably sent so that
Bemros e & Sons could see for th emselves th e problem with th e roul etter. Of
course, they were useless for th at purpose, bein g printed on soft, thin proof pap er
rather than th e regular stamp pap er, which is, in turn, the probabl e reason for
only one line of rouletting appearing on the full pan e from the Bemrose files.

In any eve nt, conversion of th e machine to a perforator was complete by
October, 1856, and the parties proceed ed with the formaliti es lead ing to the first
contract of February 6, 1857. But wh y were th ere two contracts-this one and
another on April 6-8, 1857? This can only be attr ibuted to th e Post Master Gen
eral's fear that the innovation would not be accepted by the public. As a first
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st ep , he apparently agreed to reimburse th e contractor for its out-of-p ocket ex
pen ses if perforation proved to be a failure, and further agreed to pay for a small
expe rimenta l run with the perforator . But until he was assured of the success
of th e project, he refused to permit total perforation and refus ed to extend the
contract. In short , th e old contract of 1851 con tinue d in full forc e; the Post Master
Gen eral agreed only to pay 3c per thousand for suc h stamps as he ordered to be
perforat ed; in addition, he promised to repay the company for its out-of-pocket
expe nses connected with th e perforator at th e end of the contract per iod (June
10, 1857 ) . Unde r thi s agreement, he ord ered at least 120,000 3c perforated stamps
and delivered them to the major post offi ces of the country.

The public's response was uniformly favorable, and so two months later he
agreed that the 1851 contrac t be extende d in acco rdance with the contrac tor's
prop osal #2 of November 4, 1856. The salien t points of this seco nd contract of
April 6-8, 1857, were:

1. The contrac t of 1851 was extende d to June 10, 1861.
2. The contrac t price was ra ised from 15c per th ousand stamps to 17c per

thousand stamps.
3. The contractor would pay for all new plat es and the perforating machine.
4. All stamps under th e new contract were to b e perforat ed.
Tha t the terms of th is extension were followed lit erally explains the delay

in deliveri es of perforated stamps until Jul y. Until th e expira tion of th e 1851 con
tract as ame nde d by the February ag reement and the b eginning of th e extension,
no perforation was autho rized; conseque ntly, deliveri es of imperforate stamps
continue d until June 10th. Both perforation and the production of new plates
designed to fit th e machine sta rted only after June 10th. It is not known wh en
deliveri es of perforated stamps were fir st mad e to the Post Offi ce D epartment,
but it is clear th at deliveri es to individual po st offi ces were not b egun until the
stocks of imperforat e sta mps we re exha uste d- in Jul y and August, 1857.

As th e new plates were put into production , th e old "impe rfora te" plates
were retired . In the 3c denomination, th e first to go were Plat es 2 Late, 3
and 5 Lat e, each of which had extremely sho ddy spacing and alignment, whi ch
made it virtually impossibl e to produce a well ce ntered perforated stamp from
them. Sur ely non e of th ese plates were continued in production for more than
a month after perforation b egan . Plat es 4, 6, 7 and 8 were used well into the Fall
of 1857 and, as Dr. Chase reported, Plat es 4, 6 and 7 were used again for a tim e
in 1859.

At th e tim e perfor ati on began , the contractor appa rently had on hand a
stock of l c sheets from Plate 1 Late, which had previou sly b een abandone d. This
remainder stock was run through th e perforating machine and distr ibuted to
the public. One cent Plates 2 and 4 we re continue d in use until some time in the
fall of 1857.

If these assumptions ar e correc t, some sha rp-eyed member should be able
to mat erially advance some of the present earliest kno wn dates of use. For in 
stan ce, Plate 5 Late should ha ve appeared sometime during th e third week of
Jul y rather than on August 19th. Lik ewise, the earliest known date for Plat e 11
Early seems to b e about two weeks too lat e.

Plate 7 pr ob ably deser ves the honor of two earliest known dat es of use in its
perforated sta te. The fir st , of course, would be Februar y 19 under the first con
tra ct. The seco nd would be th e earl iest known use under the seco nd contract.
W e may b e on infi rm grou nd in assigning this seco nd date, since a supposedly
early seco nd date could conceivably be a lat e use of the expe rimental printing.
Unfortun ate ly, color is not a key to distingui shing th e two printings; th e expe ri
mental printing is in a clar et shade which closely resembles subseque nt printings
in Jul y.

Anomolies
Aside from the qu estion of the earliest known dat e of a perforated stamp

from Plat e 6, onl y one stamp has thu s far b een seen which does not fit the pattern
described in this pap er. It is an off-color single from Plat e 2 Lat e which ha s a
socked-on-the -nose townmark da ted F eb. 16 ( or 26) , 1857. It is possible that th is
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stamp was used in 1858 before the postmaster got around to changing the year
date in the townmark, but this seems unlikely. On the other hand, it may be that
this is one of the "samples" submitted by the company to the Postmaster General
in their proposal of November 4, 1856; 1£ so, it is an outstanding example of fru gal
ity on the part of the Postmaster General , who must have sent the samples, along
with the experimental run from Plate 7, to local post offices for distribution to
the public. 1£ this is the case, surely oth ers will turn up , on cover , as verification.
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Early American Perfo rating Ma chines and Perforati on s 1857-1867, " 'inth rop S. Boggs, pp . 6-10.
Th e 3c Stam p of the United Sta tes 1851-J857 Issu e (Revised) , Carroll Chase, pp. 169-173.
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Th e 3c Stam i) of th e United States, Sll Ina, pp. 165-166.
Th e United States On e Cerlt Sla m jJ of 1851-1857, Stanley B. Ashbrook, Vol. II , p . 23.

3 Letter from 'Villiam H. Bemrose to Perkins Bacon & Co. dat ed May I , 185/i. The full text
of the leite r is found in th e following text s:

Early American Periora t in g M achines an d Perfo rati on s, su p ra, pp. 11-12.
Th e 3c Stamp of the Unite d Sta tes, su pra , pp . 166-167.
Th e U nite d Sta tes On e Cent Sta m !} of /851-1857, su p ra, Vol. II , p. 24.

4 T he 3c Stamp of th e U nited Stat es, svpro, pp. 156-157: "T oward the middle of th e yea r
1856 a deep er color came in to usc whi ch ver y close ly resem bl es and in fact some times is iden tical
with certa in of th e 1852 print ings. T hese, of cou rse, arc agai n ca lled brownish -ca rmine."

5 T h is letter is re print ed in Ea rly American Perfo rat ing Ma ch in es ami Perforations, su pra,
pp. 12-13.

6 T he existe nce of this leiter was report ed by P h ilip H . ' ''anI, J r. , in h is " lJ. S. Not es"
colu mn in Mekeels, t itl ed " 1857 Issue- Ou r First Perfor at ed Sta mps." T he da te of pu bli ca tion
of this co lum n is unknown. Does a nyo ne know where thi s le it er is now, or where Mr. " 'anI
obta ine d h is in form ati on?

7 These proposal s were set out in the colum n by Ph ili p \-I . ' ' 'ani , J r. , mention cd in foot·
not e #6 above. T hey do not appca r to have been re ported e lsewhere, and becau se of the ir grea t
impo rt ance, the y a rc set ou t in fu ll in AI' I' EI' III X A for th e record .

8 'The existence of such a con tra ct is confirm ed by S. 1-1. Ca rp en ter to the Com missioner of
Internal Revenue in a letter dated Ap ri l 2, 1863. The le tter was origina lly reported by J ohn N.
Luff in his book Th e Postage Stamps of the Un it ed Stat es, p. 75 . I t is rep rint ed in T he 3c Stam ]»
of th e Un ited States, sv p ro, p. 164, and in Th e Unite d Sta tes O ne Cent Stam p of / 851-1857, supra ,
Vol. II , p . 22.

U T h is article is reprinted in Th e 3c Stam p of th e Uni ted Stat es, su p ra, p. 165 and in T he
Un it ed Sta tes On e Cent St.am ]» of 1851-J857, su pra, Vol. II, p. 22.

10 This article is rep orted in Pat Paragraphs, No. 19, p . 451.
11 Th e Unite d Stat es On e Cen t Stam t) of / 851-1857, sup ra, Vol. I , p. 49.
12 T his leiter is found on pa ge 3 of th e Boggs bo ok . It is a lso re p ri n ted in Th e 3c Sturn ]: o f

th e United States, su p ra, p. 168.
13 This letter is found on page 13 of th e Boggs book. It is a lso reprinted in Th e 3c Stam!} of

th e United Stat es, su p ra, pp. 168-169.
14 Ea rly A m erican Perjorat in g M achines ami Perforations, su!m l, pp. 11-12; Th e 3c Stant]: of

the United Stat es, su pr a, pp. 166-167.
1 5 T he 3c Sta nip of th e Unite d Stat es, su pra, pp. 174, 210. Mr. D. A. Ca rd points out that

th ese probably are not , strictly speaking, proofs a t all , but rather a specia l printing. AI'I'EI'IJIX B
is a rep rin t of h is letter to th e author on th e subject. T hroug ho ut the bal an ce of th is Art icle ,
they will be referred to as th e "special p rint in g of 1856".

16 "T he Original Pla te Proofs of the U. S. 3c 1851," Otto M. Bach er, Ph.D., Stainp«, July 15,
1950, p. 86.

16 a The compa ny d id p rin t th e 3c stamps in a bro wn ish ca rm ine colo r fro m lat e 1851
th rough 1852, bu t this color was ab ando ned long befo re Pl at e 4 was la id down .

17 Th e 3c Sta mp of th e Un it ed Stat es, sup ra, p. 174.

APPENDIX "A"
Following is the full text of the letter from Toppan, Carpenter & Co. to the

Postmaster General , dated November 4, 1856, which appeared in Phillip H.
Ward Jr .'s "U , S. Not es" column, Mekeels, titl ed "1857 Issue-Our First Perforated
Stamp."
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"Philade lphia Novembe r 4, 18.56
" H on , James Campbell

"Postmaster Gen eral
"Washi ngton, D . C.

"De ar Sir :
"We have the honor to submit for your consideration the following proposals

to contract for furnishing Pos tag e Stamps (as heretofore ) with the addit ion of
the perfo ration of each sheet (as per samples furnished by us ) and including the
expense of enve lopes, pastebo ard boxes, pap er , packin g, and delivery to your
Agent in Philad elphia.

"We understood your wish to be, that we should furnish three separate
propositions-the first of which to embrac e merely the terms on which we would
agree to add the perforation of the stamps to the pr esent contra ct, and deliver
the stamps thus perforated during the term of our pr esent contract say-until the
ten th da y of Ju ne, 1857.

"The second and third propositions, to be for new contracts for periods of
4 and 6 years-we pr oceed acc ording ly with

Proposition No. 1
"We will perforate all the pos tage stamps to be delivered by us un der our
pr esent contract, at the rate of three cents for every one thousand stamps thu s
perforated , provided , that in the eve nt of our contract furnishing stamps not
being renewed at its exp iration, (for a term of at least four yea rs ) the Govern 
ment shall in tha t case, indemnify us in the sum of nine thousand five hundred
dollars , for the necessary expenses which we must incur in order to perfect the
preforation and whi ch would be a total loss to us in case of the non-renewal of
our contract. The entire ma chinery, plates, etc., necessar y to th e printing and
perforating the stamps, to become the property of the Government on the pay
ment of the aforesaid sum.

Proposition No. 2
"We propose to cancel the presen t contract, and mak e a new one embracing
all the terms and stipulations of the present con tract, (except as to time and cost)
adding thereto, the perforations of all the stamps ( as per sample furnished by us)
and including also th e en tire charge for envelopes, pasteboard boxes, paper, pack
ing and deliver to your Agent as now provided for by a separate agreement ,
which new contract sha ll commence and tak e effect from th e dat e of th e first
delivery of perforated stamps, and terminate on the tenth of June 1861. For the
above service, we ask at the rate of eighteen and one half cents for every one
thousand stamps thus perforated and delivered or at th e rate of seventeen cents
for every one thousand stamps th us perforated, an d the Government to pay in
addition ( as heretofore ) for expe nses of enve lopes, pasteboard boxes, paper,
packing and delivery to your agent.

Proposition No. 3
"For the performance of the sam e dut ies in every respect as stipulated in Prop
osition No. 2, but exte nding the time at which the Contract shall terminate, to
the tenth of June 1863. For every one thousand perforated stamps ( including
charge for enve lopes, pasteboard boxes, pap er, packing and delivery to your
agent ) the sum of eighteen cen ts. For every one thousand perforated stamps
( without including charge for enve lopes , pasteboard boxes, paper , packing and
delivery to your agent ) the sum of sixteen and one half cents.

"The above estimate for the perforation of the stamps, is predicated on as
careful a calcu lation as we have been ab le to mak e of what will be the actual
cost to us, and the fairness of th at ca lcu lation we submit freely to your scrutiny
hav ing pr esented the data up on whi ch it is mad e.

"By reference to documents in your possession , you will see that for the
same price, the British Governmen t has paid an immens e sum for machinery and
the right to use it, an d that after an outlay of $20,000. for th e mere right to use
the machinery, and at least $30,000. for the five machines necessary to do the
perforation of th eir stamps, they th en were at a very heavy expe nse for working
the machines.
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"In your case , we make no cha rge for either the machinery or the righ t to
use it ( in case the contract is made for four or six years) which is $50,000. less
than the actua l cost to the Briti sh Government before they could perforate a
single stamp.

"With regard to the envelopes, pasteboard boxes, paper, labo r and expense
of packing and delivery to your agent, we have estimated all that at one and one
half cen ts for everyone thousand stamps-we learn from Mr. Johnson that the
pasteboard boxes cost three cents eac h, for the smallest size and four and five
cents each for the larger-he estimates that he uses now from 50 to 60 of these
boxes per day-this qu antity will no doubt be grea tly increased during the next
few years , and we are satisfied that the terms named above for this bran ch of the
business will not more than cover the actua l cost to us. If, however, you should
think otherwise, we would be quite willing to continue that part of the contract
on the same term s as we have heretofore executed it.

"Very respectfully
"Your obedi ent servants,

"TOPPAN, CARPE NTER & COMPANY."

APPENDIX " 8"
Th e following letter received by the author from Mr. D. A. Card concerns

the proper description of the so-called Plate 4 "Plate Proofs":
"Has it occurred to you that the Plate 4 so called 'Proofs' may be, technically,

not proofs at all but ra ther a small 'special pr inting'? Strictly speaking, a proof
is a trial or test impression, TAKEN IN AD VANCE OF PRODUCTION. In the
case of an etching several proofs are often taken at various stages during the
production of the plate, perhaps th is is also tru e of some other methods of pro 
duction.

"Plate 4 was apparently pla ced IN PRODUCTION in March 1855. If the
'proofs' were sent to England in the fall of 1856 this would be about 18 months
AFTER the plate was put in production. Surely these 'proofs' were not regular
production output. They were on different pap er, were not gummed and the
quality of impression was far supe rior to the production produ ct of 1855 or 1856.

"Why a 'special pr int ing' to send to Bemrose? 1855 was perh aps the low
point in 1851-57 stamp production . The impressions were usually poor and the
general appearance not attractive when compared with many printings both
earlier and later . Thi s was probably due to a poor ink formula and to the con
tinued pressur e for increased production. Perhaps Toppa n was not especially
proud of the current output, that he fe lt that a stamp showing better impress ions
and a more attractive color might convey a better comp any image. Th e 'proofs'
would then become a small special printing mad e only to impress Bemrose."
Sandown, New Hampshire
Mr. Louis H. Campbell, R.A.445, has provided us with the photographs

shown here of the front and back of a cover from Sandow n, New Hampshire.
Both the townmark and part ially prin ted address were typeset in one operation
with the same type. Th e ph otograph of the back of the cover shows that enough
pressur e was applied by the press so that the lines of dashes and traces of the
townmark are raised on the back of the envelop e (some of the lines have
been strengthened for clari ty ).

It is apparent that the envelope , including the townmark, was preprinted
priorto delivery to the user. When placed in the mail, the postmaster pen-can
celled the stam p and wro te in the date in the preprinted townm ark.

Th e postm aster may have been a printer who prep ared and sold these en 
velopes as a convenience to his customers. On the other hand, they may have
been prep ared by the operator of a commercia l enterprise with a large mailing
list. In this case, he would have arra nged with the postmaster to have all
of his envelopes pre-printed with the townm ark to reduce the postmaster's work
when the mailin gs were made . Does anyo ne have any other information on this
markin g?
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Returned for Postage
Illu stration R under "Newly Reported Markings" shows a "Returned for

Postage" handstam p submitte d by Mr. G. J. Bernadt. It appears on a cover that
originat ed in Hamilton, New York, was addressed to "Commodore Paulding,
U. S. F rigate Potoma c, care of U. S. Consul, Havana , Cuba", and is endorsed
in the same hand, "By first steamer from New York". In addition to the hand
sta mp, there is a manuscript "due 7" and a docketing note "Jan. 16/56".

The rate to Cuba was lOc; pr epayment was required and partial prepayment
was not permitted . It is likely that the "due 7" was erroneously applied in
Hamilton and that the handstamp was applied in New York City; the cover was
then returned to Hamilton and th e writer presum abl y put the letter in a new
envelope with lOc pr epaid. Can anyone confirm tha t this handstamp was used
at New York City?
Th e townmark should be added to USPM, Schedule A-2. The diam eter is
26 mm.
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NEWLY REPORT MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. S. MAILS

Referen ces to USP]\[ in th e Ch ronicle refer to th e Societ y-spo nsored book , U. S. Postal
Mark in gs and R elat ed M ail Services by T racy W. Simpso n.

Il lust rat ion
N o.

A

B

C
D

USPM
Schedu le

A-I

A-I

A-2
A-2

Description Used
(dime nsion in millimeters) W ith

Florida
W EL AKA, E.F./ D SI 24 x 12 S5
T h is is a scr ip t handstamp, struck
in black "E.F." sta nds for Ea st
Florida

South Carolina
ARSENAL S.C. f-sc-sl 46 x 24 3c Nesbi t t
Used as a receivin g mark

1\£assachusetts
CANT O N, / D/ MASS. Kl9-d lc 35 S2
SOUTH FRAMI NGHAM / D/ S2
MASS K3-33\12
green

R ep ort ed
By

D. L. J a rrett

D. T . Beals, III

D. T. Beal s, III
D. T . Beals, III

E

F

G

H

.1

K

L

M

N

o
I'

Q

R

A-2

A-2

A-13

A· 13

A-13

A- 13

A-13

A-13

A-13

A-H I>

A-27 (b)

A-27 (b)

A-27 (b)

A-27 (c)

New Yor/c
COEMANS / D/ N. Y. KI 5-25 \12
Stru ck in red

PAT T ER SO N / D/ N. Y. K15-30

Kent ucky
Louisvill e Ll 4-22

Massachuset ts
Am he rst L14-20

Sou th Milford L24-17-\I2. It is
probable th at the stamp was
" framed" by p arti a l strikes at th e
corners and no t that one hand
stamp con ta ined th e en tir e de sign
traced her e.

M assachu setts
W ESTBORO L7 -20

New Yor/c
Alba ny L7-22

Oswego L7-20

Oh io
Bloomingburg LI 4-14

M assach usetts
North Chelmsford M7-25
A hand-made ri mless imitation
Boston PAID, May 17 (1858)

MISSENT 28 x 6-\12 Seymour, Ct.

MI SSENT &/ FO RWAR DE D 36 x
IO New Yor k

MISDIRECTED 39-\12 x 4 New
York

R ET URN ED FOR / POSTAGE
39' \12 x 12 (red ) (see text )

S2

S5

SI

S5

S2

S2

S5

S5

S2

S4

S2

S2

S5

S2

D. T. Beal s, III

G. .1 . Bernadt

D . T . Beals, III

G. .1 . Bernadt

D. T . Beal s, III

D. T . Bea ls, II I

H . M . T homa s

H . l\f. Thom as

D. T. Beal s, III

L. L. Downing

D. T . Beals , III

D. T . Beal s, III

D . T . Beals, III

G. .1 . Bern adr
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
This section of Chronicle No. 68 was devoted largely to the waterways mark

ings records of th e lat e Henry A. Meyer. Publication of these markings has
arouse d a good deal of comme nt, plu s some qu estioning of whether the subjec t
was appropriate to these pages, covering as it does, a far wider ran ge of tim e
than just 1861-69. Another criticism offered was that the text published was
several yea rs old and ( incorrectly ) "Mr. Meyer had lat er record s." Furthermore,
that the draft as printed , was "re plete with error ", since "much mat erial has come
to light since th e draft was written ."

Such criticisms are perfectly sincere , and we have no desire to quarrel with
them. We can only suggest that those so commenting reread the introductory
material to thi s wh ole affair, on page 29 of Chronicle No. 65, plus the intro
duction to the continuation of th e material in Chronicle No. 68. To reiterate, th e
whole purpose of publishin g the Meyer records of waterways markings is to up
date them as much as possibl e. In this respect , while we have been informed
that much additiona l data has been develop ed , we have seen very little of it. Very
few route agent markings have been reported in addi tion to those listed in the
Meyer records. As regards th e various types of markings where more than one
nearly ide ntical version exists as was noted on pages 161-162 of Chronicle No. 68,
we are not adve rse to list ing these provid ed such listings are meaningful , and
positive and consis tent identificat ion can be made. In other words, we feel the

ew York Express Mail markings, which were used on two different routes dur
ing a period of a few years , might be worth sort ing out if only so that covers
could be more readily distinguished as to which route was involved . As to the
oth ers, there seems to be no reason to try separa ting these, except as a specialist
exercise, since a great man y more of th e route agent markings exist in two
slightly different versions as used by two different indi vidual route agents on al
tern at e trips over th e same route. However , further discussion or reports on the
subj ect of waterways markings will have to wai t a future issue.

We have several oth er reports of interest whi ch will also have to wa it, and
one request. NIl". Joh n S. Hopk ins, of To peka, Kansas, has requested to be advised
of covers bearing Black Jacks with territorial markings. He menti ons two covers
known from Fort Abercrombie, Dak. T. , and wonders if oth ers of thi s nature
exist.
THE NINETY CENT 1861 GRILLED STAMP ON COVER
JEROME S. WAGSHAL

T here ar e more things in
heaven an d ea r th . Hora tio,

Than are dreamt of in you r
philo sop hy.

H am let , Act I, Sc. 5.
Th e grea t ra rity of th e Nine tee nth Century U. S. classics in genera l is a fact

to whi ch freque nt reference is made. F ew major sales are without at least one
item represented as "The only example known ." Yet , although th e rarity of
classic U. S. material must be conceded, the grea ter my expe rience in philatelic
matters, th e more I have come to believe that the volume of classic material in
existence is far greater th an generally realized .

The difficulty in correct ly assessing the volume of classic materi al in existence
is, of cours e, du e to the fact that much of it is in the hands of non-exhib iting
collec tors. And the epidemic of philatelic thefts in recent years has naturally re
inforced th e inclination of such collectors to avoid publicity. For this reason , th e
Chronicle renders a particularly valuab le service to students of the classics wh en
it report s rarities whose existe nce is not ge nerally known .
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The idea for thi s report arose from a sta teme nt in the August, 1970 issue of
the Chronicle that,

"Mr. Perry advises us that he did indeed sell a 90c grilled on a 'cour t
house' ( lega l size , plus ) cover with a 3c green ma ny years ago , and that
he believes one othe r 90c grilled on cover may exist."
On read ing thi s, I recalled another cover with a 90 cent grilled stam p. It is

illustrated in Fi gure 1.

Skid: C$rl< killtt,.

du0

Figure 1.

This illu strati on was supplied by the owner , a philatelist of ra re discriminat ion
who wishes to remain anonymous.

In addition to the 90 cent gr ill, the cover also bears a 12 cent 9x13 grill.
The basic rate to Peru via Panama at that tim e, May of 1869, was 34 cents per
half ounce." As can be seen from the illustration, this was a triple rate cover .
It was postm arked in San Fran cisco in the "rea l magenta" on May 8, 1869 and
arrived in Panama two weeks lat er. There are no back markings except a George
Sloane guara nty. The cover has a Foundation certifica te .

If th e onl y other cover known is one with a 3 cent green, then this cover
must rank as the onl y one with a 90 cent grill ed used during the period of issue.
In any event, it is a phila telic gem of the first rank.

*Norona. Cyc lopedia of U nit ed Stat es Postm arks arul Postal H istory, Vol. 2. Ar t. 27, p . 12;
cit ing Rep . r .M.G. No vember 15. 1870.
OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specia lty

Write for my -

FREE SPECIAL LI STS OF OLD U.S. COVERS

Approva ls gladl y se nt to U.S. Phila tel ic Classics Societ y and A.P.S. members.

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
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"FREQUENCY & PROBABILITY COLOR CHART- 24c 1861·'67"
CLIFFORD l . FRIEND

The rather interesting color problems associated with the 24c value of the
regular United States 1861-67 issue have been outlined by a number of phil atelists
throughout the past decades. John Luff, Stanley Ashbrook, Elliott Perry, J. David
Baker and Lester Brookman are just a few of the names that come to mind
all of whom have expressed some thought on this subject.

This writer, for variou s personal reasons, has had an occasion to recently
record philatelic informa tion concerning 120 covers bearing one or more examples
of the 24c-1861-67. All of the covers can be identified as to the year in which
they were placed into our postal system, as well as the city of their origin. Th e
year-of-usage breakdown of the 120 covers follows:

Year of Usage Numb er of Covers
1861 12
1862 45
1863 29
1864 13
1865 13
1866 4
1867 4

Total 120

It can be readily noted that over half of the covers found their postal usage
during the years of 1862 and 1863. It can not be determined if these 120 covers
are a representative sampling of all the covers in existence which carry one or
more copies of the 24c value. Therefore, the real significance associated with the
noticeabl e numerical drop-off of covers for the period of 1864 through 1867 can
not be ascertained. It is this writ er 's opinion, however, that covers of only primary
philatelic interest have a tendency to be retained and recorded. In all likelihood,
there was just as much usage of the 24c issue-if not more so-dur ing the period of
1864 through 1867 as there was in the years preceding 1864. One can only as
sume that many 24c covers illustrating usage after 1863 have simply not found
a home in phil atelic circles, or drawn enough attention to be individu ally lott ed
in auctions.

FREQUENCY AND PROBABILITY COLOR CHART-24c STAMP OF 1861·'67
Scott Year of Usage

Color No. 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1866 1867 Group
Violet 60 5 2 I
Blue violet l(a) I
Red violet .. .. 1 I
Steel blue 70b 5 7 I

Gray lilac 60 a 3 II
Steel gray 1 II

Red lilac 70 1 20 12 IIA
Pale or

dark lilac 9 3 2 IIA
Brown lilac 70a 3 9 2 3 IIA

Grey lilac 78 a 1 2 1 1 1 III
Lilac 78 3 5 6 3 2 III
Dark lilac 1 III
Gray 78b 1 1 1 III
Black violet 78 c 1 1 III

TOTALS 12 45 29 13 13 4 4
(a) "Grey lilac"-Scott's No. 78 a?
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Be that as it may, this writer's attemp t at classifyin g th ese 120 covers b y
"color similiarity" has resulted in a "Frequency & Probability Color Cha r t". Colors,
shades, tones of sha des, and so-called "color ch an gelin gs", e tc. ar e all difficult to
describe. The color names used in the chart are, by no mean s, origin al with thi s
writer. They are famili ar to most philatelists, and the majority of the color names
have been assigned ca ta log numbers in Scott's Speci ali zed United States Catalo g.
The precise definition of the color names employe d is a subject that we leave to
others to consider. For our purposes here, th e color nam es ar e only used as a
mea ns of identifying the 24c stamps att ache d to the cove rs, and to primarily
distingui sh one 24c stamp from another in terms of catalog list ings. W e trust
that our efforts to chart the 120 covers by using color terminology com monly
assoc iated with the 1867 series is not too confusi ng. This comment is mad e be
caus e many collectors do not consider the pr esent ca ta log listings clear.

As one studies the "Frequency and Probability Cha rt" he should also keep
in mind the earlies t known usage for each of th e colors as record ed by Luff,
Ashbrook, Chase, Baker, Brookman and other students of th e issue. Chrono
logically list ed:

Color
Violet
Steel gray
Steel blue
Gray lilac

Red lilac
Brown lilac

Gray lilac
Lilac
Black violet

Scott
Number

60
not listed

70 b
60 b

70
70 a

78 a
78
78 c

Earliest known usage
Augus t 20, 1861
September 21, 1861
October 4, 1861
October 8, 1861

January 7, 1862
Februar y 11, 1862

Octob er 30, 1862
Februar y 20, 1863

? 1864

It is th is writer's observation that the "F re que ncy and Prob abili ty Chart"
clea rly indicat es that "Violet" ( j o. 60 ) and "Steel Blue" (I o. 70 b ) can be
combined to form the "Color Group 1," or the first printing of the 24c value.
"Gra y Lil ac" (60 a ) , "Red Lil ac" (70 ) , and "Brown Li lac" ( 70 a) came to th e
forefront in 1862 ( Color Groups II and II A ). The "Li lac" (78) . "Gre y Lil ac"
(78 a ) , "Gray" (78 b ) , and "Black Violet" (78 c) colors appea red in 1863 and be
came predominant in 1864.

Thi s pattern of yea r-changes in the 24c colors follow very closely th e pattern
of the three maj or cha nges of color of the 5c value of th e 1861 issue. It has been
widely accepted in philatelic circl es that the Na tional Banknote Compan y prob
ably assign ed three different printing and subsequent deliver y programs to handle
the 5c value. The first pro gram covered the introductory period during the late
summer and fall of 1861, the second resulted in th e 1862 issue (the "Red Brown" )
and the third was responsibl e for wh at we know as the "Brown," "Black Brown"
and the "Chestnut" issues of late 1862 and 1863. Did the Na tiona l Banknote Com
pan y do th e same for oth er values in the seri es? Or does th e "Freque ncy and
Probability Color Cha rt" of the 24c value only point to a pure coinciden ce b e
tween the pattern s of usage in three stages for thi s value and also for th e 5c value?

A comparison with the tabl e of earliest known uses is of interest ; if one re
lies strictly on th e elat es given, the pattern of th e "F reque ncy and Prob ability
Chart" ma y need modifying from a dat e standpoint. However , even if such altera
tion s were mad e ( transferr ing of one or two of the colors from one group to
another ) , the th ree basic groups of the colors, as charte d, still exists by the fr e
qu ency sta ndard. Until better evide nce appears, this write r is going along with the
belief that all the 24c stamps were produced in just th ree di fferent printings.

Note th at a "Blue Violet" is listed in the 1863 column of the char t. T his item
was so describ ed by H. R. Harm er in an auc tion sale of April 1961. This just
might be a cop y of th e "Grey Lil ac" (78 a ) . As a matter of explanation we have
referred to the color of Scott 's No. 78 a as "Grey Lilac" ra ther than "Gray Lil ac."
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In so doing, this separates No. 78 a from the "Gray Lil ac" of No . 60 a which is
listed as being a member of Color Group II in the tab le.

Of all the ite ms list ed in the "Frequency and Probab ility Color Cha rt" it
would appea r th at th e ma rket value of th e "Gray Lil ac" ( No. 60 a) should be
grea ter than th e other colors of the 24c 1861-67 stamp. In contrast, the "Red
Lil ac" ( o. 70) and "Li lac" (No. 78 ) colors should probably be the least ex
pensive, if we ignore stamps used after 1864. In conside ring the assignment of a
lab el "most desirable" to any of the 24c color items, neither th e true "Violet" ( No.
60 ) or the "Black Violet" ( No. 78 c) should be overlooked.

The presentati on of thi s "Frequency and Probability Color Cha rt" of th e 24c
1861-67 sta mp is not intended to rouse any phi latelic controversy . It is hoped ,
however, th at its presentat ion will bring forth additional comments and ob
servations fro m others who find the subject of color differences assoc iated with
this pa rti cula r issue as int erestin g an d entertaining as does thi s wri ter.
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THE EARLIEST RECORDED USAGE . . .
Fi gures K and L, accompanying this paragraph or so, shows two very early

usages of 1861 issue stamps . On e is outstanding, being the earliest recorded usage
of the 10c type I , at one tim e called the "August" issue, wh en the famous fable
of the tw o separate issues was widely acce pted.

The other item is of more interes t than first meets the eye, As recorded in
the Scott's Sp ecialized United Stat es Stamp Cata log, Specialized, the earliest
record ed usage of the ,5c 1861 stamp, No. 67, is Aug us t 19, 1861. This was , pre
suma bly, in the buff sha de which is the major listing . The 5c stamp illustrated
( with tracin g of th e postm ark) was used from Boston on Aug ust 21, and quite
probabl y, also in 1861. It should be noted that the marking is a Boston Briti sh
Packet ma rking , and it includes a "PAID." Now, British pa ckets did not leave
Boston every day of the week. Sloan's Column for October 10, 1936 ( page 240,
in the BI A compila tion of these columns ) sums up the situation in describing a
cover of th e same dat c, and with the same stamp and marking, as follows:

Mr. Hollowbush has also shown me a cover with 5c Brown Yellow ,
Scott's No . 67a , whi ch at this time takes a positi on as our earliest kno wn
in this shade . This stamp and cove r is postm arked Aug ust 21, 1861, and
was used out of Boston, Mass., cancelled with the "Boston Br. Pkt. Paid "
circular handstamp. The cover is addressed to St. John 's, 1 ewfoundland
where it was backstamped August 26, 1861. , ..
Mr. W illiam H erzog, who has rep orted this item, notes that a similar stamp,

on a piece of cover , was sold in the William Fox sale of Oct. 17-18, 1969. It
should be pointed ou t th at postage to the British North Americ a Pro vinces was
at that time lOc to be fu lly prepaid from Boston, so, although Mr. Sloane did
not so sta te and the other items ar e incomp lete, additional stamps should have
been provided to mak e up the full lOc posta ge to en able the "PAID" style mark 
ing to have been used.

Altho ugh the odds are very stro ng that this is indeed an 1861 usage, rec
ords of British packet sai lings from Boston should be examined for the yea r
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Figure K.
The ea rl iest reco rded usage of the 10c 1861 Type I on cover . Collectio n of Mr. William K. He rzo g .

Fig ure L.
The earliest record ed usage (two others known) of the
Sc 1861 brown ye llow shade . Scott No. 67a . The earliest
know n usag e of the b uff sha de was on Aug ust 19, 186 1.
Collect ion of Mr. Willia m K. Herzo g .

1861 and also 1862 and 1863, which are years includi ng and beyond what could
reasonably be called the period of usage of No. 67a, should be checked . If, as we
suspect, only 1861 show ed the sailing of a Briti sh packet on August 21, then th e
stamp shown should be considered an 1861 usage. Un less an ear lier dat e shows
up , it would remain the earliest usage of No. 67a .

The other item shown, the full cover from th e well known Patj en correspon
dence from New York to Lyon , needs much less resear ch to demonstrate its
pedigree. The cover was mailed September 17, 1861, and it represents a five
times sing le ra te to France, thus having weighed between 1 and 1)4 oun ces, since
the rate was 15c per )4 ounce. Of the 75c prepaid, th e United States credited all
but 15c ( or 3c per single rate ) to France, since th e letter was carr ied b y British
Packet via England. Whi le quintuple rates prepaid to F rance are not common, th e
rea l feature of thi s cover is th at it was mai led on September 17, 1861 and that
it bears a 10c Typ e I stamp. It is, thu s, the ea rliest known usage of th is stamp.
Thi s cover is sign ed by Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook on th e back as follows :

Earli est known use of the 10c 1861 Type I, Scott' s U. S. No. 58.
Listing in S.U.S. taken from this cover. This cove r described in Collec
tors Club Philatelist Vol. 10, 10 . 4, p. 446. It is E x-L. B. Mason and in
my opinion it is genuine in every respect.

Stanley B. Ashbrook, Nov . 15, 1951.
Thi s beautiful cover is now . in the collection of Mr. W illiam K. Herzog, who
origin ally submitt ed it to the Period Editor for use in the Society slide shows.
Does an yone else have similar items whi ch they would permit to be used in the
slide shows, either with full credit or anonymo usly?
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THE CO LUM BUS OHIO SEVEN BAR GRID IN A SQUARE
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Thi s write r collects, am ong other subjects, covers from Columbus, Oh io.
Among these, most appropriately for one who also collects Civil Wa r postal his
tory, are covers bearing the well known seven bar grid in an approximate ly 21 rnm.
square, th e grid bein g known in black, bl ue and green. F igure 1 illustrat es a
rather ea rly use of the marking , in Decemb er, 1860 on a 3e embossed envelope
of the ea rlier period , which type was demoneti zed in the fall of 186l.

Th e first severa l months of usage, until September , 1861 or soon after, the
grid killer wa s struck in b lack. In October , continuing thro ugh December and
possibly on throu gh Janu ary, 1862, the marking was struck in blue. In February
and early March of 1862, the color was a bright an d unmistakable green, th is
being the color most av idly sought. After this, the ma rking agai n appeared in
black until it wa s supe rsede d by a target killer , prob abl y in early 1863. The grid
did pop up again, ma ny years la ter, when it was used as a killer on circul ar mail
in the ear ly 1880's.

In a recent prominent auction sale, an old fable about this marking was
resurrected , which we thought had long since been discard ed . The auctio n de
scrip tion read approximat ely as follows:

"Sc Rose, No. 6.5, tied by gree n grid in square and gree n" Columbus,
Ohi o, Feb . 14, 1862" pm k. on Prisoner 's Letter.. . . . ms. "Examined by
L t. A. H . Hice, Offi cer of the Pr ison Guard." Letter enclosed headed
"Camp Cha se Prison" from a Confedera te pr isoner citing his ca pture
and requesting exchange. Very fine & uerifying that th is postma rk was
used as a prison m arking." (The italics are ours.)

As we see it, abo ut all this verifies is the ease with which inaccurate and in
correct sta tements may appear in print. \Ve do have a notion how the idea of the
squa re grid being a "prison bar griel" of Cam p Chase prison got sta r ted . How
ever, th e description as given seems to imply that the grid was actually used at
Ca mp Chas e. This is not tru e, for Camp Chase did not have a U. S. Governmen t
post off ice until 1873, long after the wa r.

For the sta mps to be cancelled with this grid, such would have to be done
at an official post office of the Post Office Department. During the Civ il W ar,
mail from Ca mp Chase was taken to the Columbus post office for processing.
Ma il direct ed th ere was picked up and taken to Camp Chase, transit both ways
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Figure 1.

An early use of th e Colum bu s seven bar grid killer , Dec. 17, 1860 .



Figure 2.
Another early use of the gr id kille r, March 15, 1861 - about a mon th befo re the Civi l War be g an .

being done, probably, by soldiers of the Fed eral forc es operating Camp Chase.
Such arrangements were the usual thing during the Civil W ar.

We hav e seen letters from Camp Chase, parti cu larly ea rly in the war , headed
"Camp Chase Post Office" and we have seen covers direct ed to prisoners of wa r
( politica l prisoners, frequently ) care of Capta in Tiffa ny, "Prison Pos tmaster."
Th e form er bore stamps tied with th e grid killer -and also bore th e appropriate
Colum bu s, Ohio postmark with date. Such covers , coupled with th e exercise of
some imagination, and also disregard of the Postal Laws and Regul ati ons of th e
period, which stated, always, the simple basic fact th at cancelled sta mps were
not acc ep table at the regular post office, undoubtedly are the source of our
fabl e.

For those who wish to insist that such an arrangement was possibl e in an
informal way, it is only necessary to poin t out that far more cove rs with th e
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Figure 3.
The Columbus gr id killer was succe eded by the " standard" 4.r ing tar ge t, probab ly in 1863 . The probable date
of this cov er is Feb. , 1864 , as Lt. Col. Augu stus H. Poten , 7th Reg , 't, Inva lid Corps, d id not ass ume comma nd
of the prison secti o n of Camp Chase until October, 1863 .
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same killer exist which did not origin at e at Camp Chas e than those wh ich can be
proved to have been written there. Th e squ are grid wa s actually the only killer
used at the Co lumbus p ost office, a t least that we have noted , in , perhaps, over
100 covers from thi s p er iod .

One other fact ha s bearing her e. As may b e noted from Fi gure 1 and 2, the
marking wa s in use b efore the Civil \ Var began . Camp Chase was not founded
un til, p robably, early Ju ne of 1861, then as a training and mu stering center for
Federal troop s. However, a subs tantial portion of the camp was soon made into a
camp for prisoners of war ( and also political prisoners ), th e first prison ers ar
riving in early Jul y of 1861. However , the mark ing came before either the camp
or the wa r, hen ce its crea tion could not very well have been based upon a
"prison bar" theme.

This wri ter is not op timistic th at thi s article will prevent future use of the
prison b ar fabl e in conn ec tion with this marking. True or not , it is too good a
story to b e forgott en. Nor is the articl e mean t to be a criticism of the particul ar
auc tion house in whos e cat alog the fable most recently appe ared. T he qu ality 01
material sold therein is such that "puffing" based upon fiction or misconceptions
is quite unn ecessary.

The major purpose of these notes is simply for the use of readers of the
Chro nicle, who might otherw ise, by wr iting up and exhibiting covers bought with
this misconcep tion, thus fur ther perpetuate thi s fiction. It is an interesting and
a ttractive story , but it mu st be classed as "ingenious- and incorrect."
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FROM ST. THOMAS, DANISH WEST INDIES
The 2c Black Jack, as might be expected, is shown used in a grea t number

of wa ys, as listed in the spe cialized catalogs. However , its usage on items from
abroad is not commo n, only China being noted in the Scott Specialized U. S.
Catalog . Ano ther implica tion of usage from abroad, although not often recogni zed
as suc h, is wi th the mar kin g "STEA~vI SH [P . " Such markings oft en , if not always
are on covers origin atin g abroad, and when they bear stamps, it is because the cor
respondent abroa d applied the stamps to pr ep ay the lett er wh en it reached the
United Sta tes.

The Black Jack was not adequa te to pay most for eign ra tes by itself, but
one excep tion to th is rule of thumb existed. T his was on newspap ers or other
print ed matter, an d the 1866 Posta l Laws & Regulat ions sta ted thi s as follows in
1866 Postal Laws, page 63, as follows :

Section No . 260. T he uniform rate of United States postage, without
reference to distan ce, up on letters and other mailabl e matter addressed
to or received from foreign countries, when forward ed from or received
in the United States by steamships or other vessels regularly employe d
in the tra nspor ta tio n of the mails, sha ll be as follows; viz: ten cents per
sin gle ra te of half an ounce or under , on letters; two cents eac h on news
papers; and th e es tablished domestic ra tes on pamphlets, per iodi cals an d
other ar ticles of p rinted matter ; which postage sha ll be prepaid on
matter sent and collected on ma tter received; Provided always, T ha t
these ra tes sha ll not apply to letters or other mailabl e matter , addressed
to or received from any foreign place or country, to and from which dif
fer ent rat es of pos tage have been or shall be established by in ternational
postal convention or arrangement alr eady concluded or hereafter to be
mad e.

Which is to say, that "other printed matter" carr ied in mail steamers to th e
United States, from areas such as St. Th omas, D ani sh West Indies, would re
quire the same ra tes as provided for such dom estic matter . This assumed that no
postal conven tion existed, which it did not. There was a published rate of 6c
for newspap ers via Kin gston, Jamaica or Ha vana, but appar ently thi s did not
apply.
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As may be not ed from th e illustration, th e printed "price current" of Jam es
T . Abbott & Co. origina ted at St. Thomas, Dani sh W.1. on Dec. 13, 1867. The 2c
Black Jack stamp was almost cert ainly applied at St. Thomas, and was presum
ably cancelled with the cork killer (black) at th e port of arrival in the Un ited
States. vVe assum e th is to be New York, but without other proof th an the fact
that most of the covers mark ed "STEAMSHIP" entered th e United Sta tes at New
York. We suspe ct th e same route of conveyance, having see n other covers from
St. Thomas with the New York steamship markings.

The fact th at the rate would be the same as for a domestic circu lar quite
possibly indica tes th e treatment at the port of arrival would also be the sam e
as for domestic circulars-whi ch is to say, no town datestamp was used.

If th ese assumptions are corr ect-or even if only the assumption that th e
stamp was applied at St. Thomas, then this is an example of a Black Jack used
abroad.

If it is logical to compare this cover with th e covers bearin g a stamp tied
with a New York steamship marking, then the question of how the stam p got
on the cover may arise. In the Period Editor's opinion, all such usages could
happen in only one way. Th e stamp had to have been sent to the mailer from
the United States or taken there by him and applied by him or at a United States
Consulate. Many of the United Stat es Consulates abroa d did at one time or an
other maintain stocks of stamps. Th e documented examples are those at Panam a
and in Jap an, but we believe there were others. The point of this discussion,
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how ever, is that th er e is no way ( at least, to our knowledge) that stamps so used
would have been app lied a t the New York post office when the cover arr ived .
The importan t fact or her e is th at most cov ers so receiv ed wer e du e or unpaid
covers; th e ew York steamship markings are usually rated for marking such
covers, but unrated markings, sta t ing onl y "ne w York Steamship", oft en wi th a
date, wer e maintained for use on covers wi th stamps. If an unpaid letter arrived,
it was rated up and sent on its wa y, since th er e wa s no one to bear th e cost of th e
stamp in th e New York post office. W e have occasionally seen auctio n lot s de
scribed with "sta mp app lied upon arrival at New York." The on ly covers which
could be corre ctly so-described ar e thos e which have been delivered by the pos t
office to some one, and th en remailed upon th e spot. The markings and a fresh
address sho u ld clea rly reveal thi s pr ocess, if it ever did happen.
AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS

W e have not ed, with some irritation, some au ction describing in recent
mo nths which seems to us to be abo ut as slipshod as we have ever seen, fr om a
postal hist or y sta ndpoin t. As an example, we can cite the follow ing:

Unde r th e "1862-1866" issues subs tantially as foll ows:
Lot No. 39 . ( Symbol for "use d") 5c Black brown, 2 fine, both red can
cels, one is scarce Banks' Di vision ( Army Field Post ) , possibily unique
on th is sta mp. (76'1) ( No estimate of value given).

The Period E dito r hopes th e it em noted is unique, sinc e th e lat est recorded usage
of an y Banks' Di vision marking wa s at th e end of November , 1862 and Luff re
corded the earliest known usage of th e 5c in th e b lack brown shade as having been
on Jul y 18, 1863. The Period E ditor wro te up the Banks' Division markings in
Chronicle o. 69 ( August, 1968 ) an d we have a very high degree of certainty
th at th e Banks' Di vision markings and postoffice wer e discontinued lon g before
th e 5c b lack brown stamps wer e issued. In addition, although we ha ve seen
man y cover s with the various Banks' Division markings, we have never seen or
heard of any markings in red , all th ose of 1861 havin g been in black and those in
1862 in bl ue.

Ano ther exa m ple of poor describing was lot No. 219 in a recent prominent
sale, as follo ws:

219 ( Cover symbol ) 3c Red (26 ) Defects, tied by "Steam Ship" Bold
two-lin es, struc k twice, mat ching "Due 7" on cover to Vermont, tr eat ed
as entire ly unpaid , w ith 5c unpaid ra te plus 2c Ship fee, couple of minor
tears, Vcry scarce and attractive. . . . . . ( Photo) . . . . .

W e have no quarrel with th e description , only the interpretation of the rate,
This cover was not tr eated as entire ly unpaid; it was /l ot a ship letter and th ere
was no ship fee in volved. The words STEAM SHIP on th e cover clearl y exp la in
that it is a partiall y paid stea mship letter , which ente red th e country at New
York , having been mailed ab oard one of th e "Californ ia" steamers en route from
th e Isthmus or picked up at one of the stops en rout e. The correct rate for suc h
covers was We per single letter for distan ces under 3000 miles, and th e cover
was rated a t 3c prepaid and 7c du e. A la ter cover of th e same serv ice in thi s sa le
was corr ectlv described.

W e hav'c no particular intention of charg ing th ese auction houses with an y
th ing other than carelessness . W e ar e aware that with the lar ge volume of material
handled by some of th em , th ey ha ve been forced to ret ain describers who do not
a lways have th e truly b road range of knowled ge th at is required to correc tly
d escribe such material. W e also reali ze that th ese au cti on houses desire ac 
cur ate descriptions, for "puffing" by inaccurate or exaggerated describing simply
drives away th e knowledgeable collector and eventually discourages those who
are relative beginners. The point her e is th at better proof reading of th e manu
scrip ts is needed; also p erhap s, instru ctions of "D on' t guess! Simply describe"
wo uld b e in ord er . In other words, with a goo d description , interpret ation of
covers su ch as Lot 219 , noted abo ve, can as well be done by the potential b uyer.

R. B. Graham
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CHICAGO DOUBLE CIRCLE AND LOCAL POSTMARKS WITH INITIALS

Chronicle No . 64, of ovember 1969, carried an exte nsive run-down about
the subject of th e titl e of these notes. This, we felt, was just about th e last word,
and it has nearly pro ven to be such. However, readers of the Chronicle are no
hands to let sleeping dogs lie, particularl y when they have something to con
tribute. In the list of the various letter combinations, and their reported covers
which bore th e markings, it is indi cat ed that the combination "C A" was far
scarcer than any of th e other combinations used in the double circle postmarks.
For example, th ere were 30 "RA" markings reported, and 16 with "SB." Ho w
ever, there were only 4 with "GA." Now, through the cour tesy of Mr. Henry
Spelman III who recently sold his cover, we can add a fifth example of th e
"CA." Used on Oct. 12, with a cork killer tying a 3c 1861 stamp, it is on a
cover addressed to Morris , Illinois. As with the other four covers reported with
thi s combination of letters, the cover is addressed to a loca tion west of Chi
cago. "Whether this has significance we do not kno w.

The other item reported was listed in the previous article, but without full
information, being taken from NIr. Delf Norona's da ta . Mr. Norona has now
provided us with a photograph of the item listed , which is th e Chicago local
marking with th e initial "0 ." Adding the information not given in the list, it may
be noted that the stamp used on the cover is the Black Jack, No . 75. The origin
of the cover was most probab ly the Briggs House, although it is not unknown for
corner cards of hotels to be used from oth er locations.

DRIGGS HO USE.
\\' F. Tn ,'H i', .\: C.f~., t 'l <)l ,ridl)rlll.

Chicago Doubl e Circle
From collecti on of Delf NaroM a.

Photo by Dr. Rober t Durig .
MORE FERNANDINA COVERS

Mr. William O. Bilden advises of a lot of five F ernandina, Florida covers
sold by him lat ely. The earlies t was dat ed Oct. 20, 1863 and the lat est was on
April 21, 1864. All bore the large double circle as was recently illustrated in th e
Chronicle. This raises our coun t of covers fro m this occupation town to nine,
which is the point at about where we stop counting and only record earlies t
usage, lat est (whe re pertinen t ) an d unusual usages. W e some times suspect
there ar e few if any truly unique Civil ' Val' usages, inso fa r as markings are con
cerned, This is particularly tru e of handstuck markings, which wo uld not exist if
there we re not so frequent calls for use to require such an instrument to be mad e.
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It em

A

B

C

D

E

F

G

11

J

K

L

N

P

Q

R

S

T

V

PLATE "B"

On Scott
Descript ion Number

BALTIMORE MD ., a nd D UE./ 3, both in blue. Foun-t
on in com in g covers from furth er sou th .

EAST NE W MARKET /MD. , to Rockland , Me. Pen
canceled sta m p. 65

CLEA R SP R ING/ MD, with cor k killer. T o Pennsyl -
vani a. 65

I' UNKSTO'VN / M D., ti es stam p. Addressed to Vermo n t. 65

G R EENSBO R O UGH / M D., ti es sta mp. Addressed to
Camde n, De l. Greensboroug h is Eastern Shore town. 65

POOLESVILLI~/MD , ti es sta m p . From sold ier in
Rhod e Island Ar tillery, 1862. No te " Poolesville" spe lled
with "E" afte r " Poo l"- th is marking is a lso known
without this " E ." 65

CU~IBERLAND/M D, in b lue, 1862 use from troop s
guard ing B.& O . R .R . Ma rki ng ties sta mp. 65

BALTIMORE/Md. in blue on sold ier 's letter from
member 3rd R cg't N .Y. Volun teers, 1861. No ne

BARR EN CREEK SP R INGS/ MD ., to Leavenworth ,
Kans. 65

Brownsvill e , Md , l\f / S, to Maj or o f 2nd Penna. Cava lry
a t Cum be rland, I\Jd . Pen ca nce led stam p . 65

AN NAPOLIS/Md , a nd D UE 3, 1864 usage signed by
" Major Co m ma nd 'g C.G. Barracks" on sold ier's lt r . No ne

AN NAPOLIS/Md , 1861 usage ties sta m p. On W alcott
#23 15, addressed to Massachuset ts. 65

ANNA P O LIS/? (pa r tia l) , ti es stamp on cover to Ne w
York ci ty. Enclosed letter headed "Camp Parole/ An -
na pol is.Md. Ma r. 13, 1863." 65

PERRYVILLE/MD., t ies stamp on Walc ott #2094,
ad dressed to Ne w York . 65

FREDERICK /MD , with target kill er tying sta mp, both
in b lue . End orsed on back " 15th Pol." 65

FREDER ICK /MD , in blue, tyi ng sta m p, on cover to
San Francisco ( IDe stam p p roves 1862 yea r date) . 68

POI NT LOOKOUT/MD, with 4 ring target killer ty
ing sta m p, o n cove r to New H ampshi re , with M/ S
"D uc 2." 73

PO INT LOOKO UT /MD , wi th duplexed ia rgel kill er,
ad d resse d to Ri chmond , Va., Apri l 3D, 1865, with boxed
ADVE RT ISE D", MAY 7 and M/S "6c." 65

HA G ER STOWN /Md ., o n 3c 1857 sta mp . On Wal cott
#2099, ad d resse d to cha p la in of 6t h Ma ss. Vols, "Near
BALTIMORE." Fr om Westford , Mass., wh ere sta m p
was pen ca nce led . Cove r m issent to H ager stown , wh ere
markings was applied , tying sta m p. Sen t to Bal tim or e
and forwarded to R elay H ou se wi th b right blu e "D UE
3" (see Item "A " a bove) . 26

Su bmi tted
by

R. B. G ra ha m

R ev. D. H om er Kendall

R ev. Kendall

Rev. Kendall

Rev. Kendall

Rev. Kendall

Ken dall , G ra ha m

Graha m

G raha m

Rev. Kend a ll

Graha m

Ga llaghe r

Graham

Gall agher

Ga lla gh er

Ga llagher

Gra ha m

Gallag her

Graham
BACK ISSUES OF THE CHRONICLE ARE AVAILABLE FROM MELVIN W. SCHUH.
INQUIRE FIRST CONCERNING WHAT HE HAS AVAILABLE.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Edi to r
RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARL ES L. TOWLE

Towle-Meyer Catalog

Index of markings listed in CHRONICLE addenda

Plate I - Plate XX
(a) Markings including the words "Agent" or "Agt". Unless otherwise noted "Agt".
Legen d CII I. N o . Chron icle

A lb. & Bing. . 116-B-2 63
A llen , & Pa wl. .. 185-B -1 66
Ash . & Men ash a .. 849-A-2 62
Ash . & Men ash a .849-A-3 62
Hclv , & I' hila . . 242-B-2 62
Bcnson & Los Angls. . 963-H -I 65
His. & Mi les City .SH-O-I fill
Brcck. & 51. Paul .. 1l69-G -1 57
Brem on d & Cisco . ,4 65-B-1 67
Brc wsrcrs Sta. & N .Y. . 120-B-1 61
Ca d i llac ),: Ka l. . . . 620-J -I 64
Ca m a k & Macon 363-A -1 66
Ca na l Do . ;': Ma rL 579-B-l 67
Call a nd . " lt nra via 130-C-1 63
Cay uga" l t ha , .. 132-B-1 58
Cha r. & Say . . .... 350-1.-1 58
Chey.Bou ld er & Dc n. .951-B-I 65
Chey. Bou lde r & Den . . .... 951-B-2 68
Cin . H am . 8: In d . . . li58-B-1 67
C la rk sb 'g, 8: W est o n 279-B- I 511
Col. 8: A then s 575-A-3 67
Co l. 8: Pet ers, (Mscp t. ) . 503-A-1 57
Cn m b. 8: Hud . . 853-A-2 62
Dcn. 8: Black H . . 952-B-1 65
Dcn. 8: Dee r Va llev .954-C-1 68
Dcn . 8: H ou s.So.ll iv. ,4 70-0- 1 67
Dcn .Pncb. 8: Lead . . 953-0 -2 6S
Denison 8: H ou ston 470-C-1 67
Denv, 8: Sa n Juan . . . . . . . . . . . . .955-E -1 li5
Denver & Ft.G ar. .. . .. 9:'5-A-2 65
Dc t. 8: Chi. liI0-G-2 67
D.Puch . & Co ne jos 9:'5 -D-1 62
Drift. 8: R .B.Fu r.Pa . . 217-0 -1 li4
Dul. 8: Sr.Pau l . 867-B-2 59
Easton 8: H azel . . 180-K-1 51i
EI.A\'on 8: Buff. . .. 143-F-1 lili
Elm .Avo n 8: Blu ff . . . . . . . . . . .. 143-E- 1 66
EI Roy 8: Marsh . . 8lifi-C-2 62
Fernau , 8: C.Kcys .380-D -1 57
Flo r, & CharI. . 340-H -I 61i
Fred. & Ora ngc . 314-A-1 fili
G ra f. & Fa rgo .. . . . . . . . . . .S89-B-1 li3
G ra f. & Whcel. . . . .27S-C-1 64
G ra f. & Whcc lin g ... . . .278·C-2 fi4
Gr.Ra p . & Ne w Bu ff. . li23-H -1 us
H a rlcm Ext. .. 40-G-1 fi6
H cn d. & Co lu m bia . 339-C-2 li6
H en d erson v. & Alston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 339-G -1 58
H .F. & Sta u n to n . . . 273-0 -1 63
Hunt. & Lex . . 530-A-1 57
Ind. & Lou is. . 654-1-1 58
Ind . 8: Louis. . 654-1-2 58
J ack. 8: Ft. \ \'aync . . .62 1-B-1 li4
Tack. & Ft.\\' ayn c . .. . . 62 1-B-2 Ii-!
J cn ny 8: T om ah-BiXaylor 848-C-1 68
Kal. 8: S.H . . 636-B-1 67
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L egend Cat . No . Ch ron icle
K.C. &: Den ver . . .907-G · I 57
Keok . &: Ce n tr e. . . . . . . . . . . . 765-)) -1 68
La Cr (oss) c &: J ack. . 868-)) -1 62
La J un ta &: Sa n ta Fe 9 11.J . I li8
Lo cal Agen t · )) .C 277-F-I Iili
Logans. &: Col. li59-A·I 64
Logans. &: She ldon li51i· ) · 1 67
Los Ang . &: S.Ana 988-A-) 65
Louis. &: Fish Pt. . 532-))- ) 64
Louis. &: Pad 533-C-) 64
Low. &: Worcest cr 56-B-) 64
Mem. &: L. R ock 455-A· ) 58
Mena &: Mill. 844-E-) li2
Merid. &: Vicks. . 424-C-2 58
Mil. &: Chi. 842-B -2 59
Mil. &: Chic ago 842-C-2 62
Mi l. &: Pra du Chien . 843-F · ) 59
Mil. &: P ra .du Ch ien 843-F -2 59
Mona &: Wa tcr)oo 760-B-I 68
Mon.Junc. &: Squa n 245-B· 1 56
Mu se. &: Montez 793-C· ) 68
N . &: Lewiston 6 -B· ) 56
Na sh. &: Cha t t. 5 1O-E-2 58
Na sh. &: H ickm an 5 16 -A· I 64
N .L. &: New Haven 70-R -1 56
Nor. &: Ca r th . . )04-D · 1 66
N .Y.S. &: Easton . 254-E-) 66
Ogd cn &: Salt Lak e . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . 970 -B-I 6·\
Omaha &: Kcarny 933-.13 -2 68
O tt umwa &: Mob erl y 81I -B-] 62
Pains. &: Youngs. . 563-C-1 57
Palm. &: New Lo nd . 82-G-I 63
Pa tchogue &: N .Y 1)3-C -I 63
Pent 'w. &: Nun ica (pa r tia l) 623 -G-) 67
Phil. &: C.M. . 257-D- 1 63
Ph il. &: Wyo. .. 260·C· ) 58
Port. &: Rose . 894-E-) 63
Pro vo &: New Lond on 70-) -2 66
Pt.H . &: (Va) I. \V.Di \' . . 624·G -] 57
Q ui n . &: St. Lou is . . . . . 814-}\· 1 68
R aleigh &: Fa y. . 328-)) -) 58
Red Oak &: East. . 71i4 -n -I 67
Ri ch . &: Hunt. E.))i\' . . 303-1.- ] 58
Ri ch . &: Sta nford . . . . 539-A· 1 67
Rich 'd . &: Ni.Fa lls . 139-C-) 66
Roeh. &: Corn . . 143·))- 1 63
Roch. &: Dan . . . 14I-C- 1 66
San Fran , &: Sol. . 980·C· ) 59
S.Fa Ils &: S.Ci ty S86-A· ) 68
Shreve. &: N,O. (Mscp t.) 439-C- 1 5 7
S.L.E ye &: Wat crtown 866-1-1 68
Sparta &: Vir. 861-A· ) 62
Spri ngf''d . &: N ,Y, . 80-1-1 56
St .Alb, &: Og. . 10) -1-) 66
Steve .P t. &: Por t. 852-B-] 62
St. L. &: Colum b us 806-A· \ 64
St. Pau l &: Elroy 838-E·2 62
T erminus &: Og. . 890-A-] 59
Terre H , &: Eva ns. . " . .652-E-2 68
T exark, &: F t.Wort h 483-G-) 67
T exa rk . &: H ou sto n 483-E- \ 57
T ol, &: Co l. . 580·A· ) 67
Vin . &: Cairo 667-E-) 59
\Vab. &: Zumbrota 879-A-) 68
West PI. &: R ich . . 306-B· ) 56
W ich .FaIl s &: Ft.Wort h 4R8-A-I 67
\Vi I. &: Woodland 986-A· 1 65
W .Lcb . &: Fishe r 670-A· 1 64
Wore. &: Mc m ) 849-B· I 62

(b) Mark ings including the expressions "Railroad", "Railway", "R.R," or similar. (R,R,"
unless otherwise indicated, )

A. &: xr. (Msep t.) 354-H -1 66
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L egen d CI/I. No .
Ac. & St.L. & All. & Kk. 4-0- 1
At luur ic & St.L. . . . . . . . . . 9-A-I
Allgust a & Atl a nta . . .. . 3:; 5-1\-4
B. & P. 2-A-1
B.E.V. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .201-11 -1
B.W . 1'-18
Ca m. & SL.J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 81O-H -I
C. & C. (Mscp t.) .. 26-1'-1
C. & M.L.S. . 623-1'-1
Ce ntra l 254-A-I
Chi. & M ill. . 842-E-1
Cleve , & Toledo . 5:"9-N-1
COlicord & Mont re al 25-1\-1
COlin . Ri ver 35-A- 1
Dak. So. . 885-0- 1
Del. & l-Iud .C.C. . 177-0-1
E. & \V .V. .. . 1I 8-B-I
E.L. & B.S. .. . 530-B-I
Eri e -Jeff. \l r . . 177-1'-1
Fo rt W.J. & S. .. 621-A-1
G .Bay to Esca. .. . . 630-E-1
Gc n . &: l t h, . . . . . . 135-B-I
Golds . & Cha rlo t te .. 322-H -1
Green . &: Col. . . . 337-D-2
H .\I . &: C. . 26-G- I
H ousa to n ic 88-11-5
H .P . &: F. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 54-L- 1
I. F. . 732-11-1
Jackson Bra nch 614-B-1
J .C. &: P. . 912-E-I
J .L.S. (Pa rt ia l) . . . .. . . . . . . .6 17-H -I
j olie t Cu to ff . . 710-A-1
Knox . & Ohio . 501-11 -1
L.I. .. 112-C-4
L.S. &: :ll iss. . 867-C-I
L. Va lley . . 180-C-2
May. &: Lex. . ..... 534-11 -1
Mil. & No r. . 844-D-I
Mil. &: Osh . (Pa rt ia l) 846·C-I
M il l. & St.P . .837-M- I
Miss. & T enn. (Mscp t.) .423-C-1
(M) ont , & Euf . (Par tia l) 360-L-1.
Mon trose 178-B-I
N.Ca ro lina . 322-E-11
N .] .5. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .241-E-I
No r the (as) te (rn) (Par tia l) .340-C-3
No rth Missou ri .808-C-I
N .Y. &: Erie 125-H -3
N.Y. & Phi l. (Mscp t.) 244-A-2
O . &: C. (Mscp t.) 894-D-1
O . & C. (Mscp t.) . 894-D-2
O. & C. (l\Iscp t.) . . . . . . . . . .. . 894-D-3
O. & S.W. .. 933-1-1
O.C. & A. .215-0 -1
Pad . & Mem . .538-A-1
P. &: E. E. to St.M. . 198-G-1
P.R . (Mscp t.) _ 335-D- I
Reu s. &: Sal'. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100-C-2
S. &: U. (Mscp t .) . . 339-1-1- 1
S.C. .. .. .. .. .. .. 336-1'-2
S.C. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .1136-F-3
S.C. & Pacifi c . .. 763-C- I
Sed . &: Lex. . 812-\1-1
She . &: Fo nd. . 847-C-I
S.I' . . . .209-G-I
Spar. & U. .339-1'-1
St .]o. & D.C. " . 913-D-I
Stock, &: Vi. .989-A-I
StPau l & S.City . .. 870-D-I
S.W.II. &: St. L. . 807-D-I
Tuckerto n .248-A-1
U.Pacific -C. to \V. . .932-0 -1
Union Pacific -E n d of Track 1'-15

Ch ronicle
63
63
57
64
66
68
6'1
56
67
63
62
li8 page 170
li3
63
65
6·1
6·t
58
66
59
68
64 page WI
(iii
56
59
56
64
57
6·(
68
67
57
57
64
68
62
G2
62
62
68
57
64
58
58
56
66
li8
66
56
57
li5
68
68
li4
57
64
li6
51i
66
59
66
64
68
68
65 page 36
58
59
65
57
62
51i
65
65
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Legend Cal. N o .
V. & M. & H .T. . 51-G-2
Vine land .. 241-F- 1
W. & 1'. . 270-A- I
Wash 'n , to N.Y. Rail -Way 238-1-1 -1
West. & At lan 357-1\1- 1
Wil. Col. & Aug 340-1-1
Win o. & St.Pc te r 866-]\ -2
Worccstcr & Nas hua (Mscp t.) 21-H -I
W.S.S. & Hu nt. 303-M- I

(c) Miscellaneous Markings
Passenger T rain -Phil ad a. T- 17
Pot omac Postal Cars 305-V-I

ell 1'0 IIicle
66
63
611
64
64
66
59
63
64

68
63

(d) Markings including the expressions "Railway Post Office", "R.P .O." and similar. ("R.P.O."
unless otherwise noted)

Abb. & St.Pau l 854-B- I 62
Add ison & Westf. 153-A-I 62
Alb. & T ho masv ille 365-A- I 66
Albuq. & Mojave 964-A-I 65
Al buq. & Need les 964-B- I 65
Balto. & Graff. Day 274-G -2 63
Hal t. Wa sh . & Graf. 274-H -I 57
H.C. & F 52-C -I 56
Bis. & Bill in gs 874-1.-1 57
Bis. &: Gle nd ive 874-]\£-1 59
His. (oil<) Glcndivcr 874-M-2 68
Boston & Albany 53-E -3 63
Boston & Alba ny 53-E-4 66
Boston & Me. . 50-D-I 56
Boston & Mc 50-D-2 56
Boston & N.Y.Sho r t R un ' " 80-J -I 56
Boston ,Sp 'g. & N.Y 80-K-I £i3
Boston to Alba ny 53-F- I 63
Brews. & N.Y 120-A-I 56
Bristol to Cha rta . . 500- H -I 57
Buff. & T o. D.L. 115-1'-2 66
Bu ff. & T o. N.L. 115-1'-1 58
Buff. & T ol. 115-T-I 66
Burl. & St.Lou is 814-C- 1 68
Cal. & Oreg 982-B- 1 65
Calmar & Cha mb. E.D 761-G- I G7
Cen tr a lia to Cairo . 708-H-2 G4
Chi. & Ced .Rap G9 1-E-3 67
Chi. & Ce t, 708-J- I 57
Chi. & La Crosse Night 837-1.-1 G2
Ch i. & Omaha W .D.F.M. (No R.P.O.) G94-U- I G7
Chi. & Tol. 559-M-I G7
Chi. & W.Lib.Day 702-1'-1 67
Chicago to Clinton West (No R PO) 691-0- 1 67
Cin. & St . Louis Nig ht 650-F- I 68
Clarind a & Corn 777-A- I 67
Cle. & I nd 55G-G-I 67
Clev. & Pitts. (Partial) 554-F- I G7
Cleve. & Toledo " " 559-1.-1 57
Cleve.Youngs, & Pill s 558-E-1 G7
Cli n. & C.Bluffs G91-M-1 57
Col. & H uron 887-A- I 65
Col. Sumter & Chas 342-A- I 62
C.Ra p. & Wat. E.D 748-F- I 57
Cre te & R .Clou d 940-B-I 63
Deming & San Fran 963-G -I 65
Deming & San . Fran 9G3-G-2 65
Deming & San. Fran 9G3-G -3 65
Dem ing & San. Fran . (Par tial) 963-G -4 65
Den . & Ogden 957-B- 1 65
Den . & Ogdcn 957-B-2 65
Den . C. & Troup ,46 9-A-I G7
Denver & Lead 954-B- I 65
Det. & Gd .Rap GI9 -C- I 67
Down . & N.Holla nd 187-A-I 63
Elk. & Tol. 559-K-I 57
Elk. & T ol. 559 -K-2 57
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Ca l. N o .Legem!

Florence &: Aug. . .. 3·10-1'- 1
Ft. Col lin s &: Den v. . 951-:\ -1
FI.Coll ills &: Den v. . 95 1-:\ -2
Ca lva &: lIu r l. 698-D-1
Ga r.J u llc.&: Ogd em . . 890-11 -1
Crafton &: Cin . Da y 571-D-·1
C ra fto n &: Cin . N ight ... . .. 571-D-2
Grafto n & Ci n . Ni gh t . . . . .571-0 -3
Gra nger & H un t. .898-11-1
Grey. &: Bel v, " 252 -A-1
GUIllI. &: H udson S['3-1I-1
H a n . &: Dell . . S09-G -1
H a n . &: Ft.Scott . .. S09-H -I
H ast.&: Co logne . S71-D-1
H e lena & Spok .Fa lls S92-1I-1
H e ron &: W a ll ll la . 892-D- 1
Houst . &: E I Pa so E. D. . 47ti-C-1
l nd ianupo lis R.l\r.S. (N o R .P .O .) .6S0-E-I
j ac k. &: T ampa 3S-I-A-1
Kan .Cit y &: H a rp er . . . . . . . . . . 909 -F-I
K.C . & Denve r 90i-E-3
K.Cit y &: N .Kiowa .. 909-G- I
Keokuk & Ce n l. . . 7(i5-C· 1
Lar, &: Breck . . 8m- H -1
L. Fa lls &: Morris S81-A-I
Lo u is. &: Pad . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 3-0- 1
Lyn ch . & C.Fo rgc (Pa rt ia l) 3(H-D- 1
l\fack. Ci ty &: Dc t. 6 17-G-1
Ma con &: Mon tg. . 3liO-K· I
Ma ri o n &: Ch i. . .550-1'-1
Mem . &: Cha tt. .502-E-1
Mcn.& Sch le is. . 85Ii-A-1
M ill . &: M itch . . 871-C-2
Mon t. &: Bell e. . 199·C-1
Morga n & Fa irnr ' t. 282 -A·1
Mo.Va l, &: Chadron 936-11 · 1
Na p a . . . . . . 98:1-C- I
Neb. C it)' &: G .ls l. . .9:14-0-2
Ne w & Chester C .H . . 344-A-1
New C.H.&: Lane, C.H . . 344-11- 1
No r th . & Fo nd a . 105-1\-1
:-J.P ac i fic ... . .874-K-1
N .Y .&: Ch ic. Th c Fast Mail .559-G -2
N .Y. &: Du n k. . 125-:\1-2
N .Y. & Du nk . W .D . . 125-Q ·I
N .Y. &: Elmi ra . ISO-I. -I
N .Y . & Ph ila , . . 240-.1 -1
N .Y. & Pitts.W.D . . 203-1--'
N. Y. &: Pi lls. W .D iv. . 203-1-5
N .Y. & W asIl. 23S-G-1
N. Y. &: W ash . .2:18·G -2
N. Y. &: Wa sh . D .L. 2:18-1-1
N .Y. &: W ash . N .L. 2:18-11 -3
N .Y.Celll ra l 114-1-1
Og. &: Sa n Fra n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 976-.1- 1
Omaha &: Ogd en .9:12-1.-:1
O neida &: N. Y. . 121-H - I
Osw. & Bin g. .. . . 127-E-1
O swego &: Bin g. . . 127-1'-1
O swego &: Cha r I. . . , 1:l9-D· 1
Pend D 'O re , &: ' Va ll. 892-C - I
Pet. &: Gd .Ra p . . . .620-1-1
Pitt s. &: Cres t line . .5tiO-K-I
Po r t. &: Go rham 9-H - I
Po ll s. &: Phila . . 190-G-1
Q u incy to St. J oseph (No R .P .O .) SIO·G- I
Q ui ncy to St.Joscph (No R.P .O .) 810·G-2
Railway P .O . (M scp t.) 690-1-1
Read . &: Col. . IS8-B-1
Red ding &: Sac to . . 982-0 -1
Reno &: Va. Ci ly 97S-C- I
R hine, & M il. 85 1-E-1
R ich . &: Ch ar. N .Li nc . 310·0- 1
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Legend Cal . No .
R ich. & Wil .Day . . . . . . . 305 -U -11
Roell. & N .Fa lls . 115-R -I
Roch. & Susp . Bridge . . . . . . . . . .. . . .11 5-0-1
Sac, & San . Fran. 976-L- I
Sac. & San Fran 979-B-I
Sal. & Kent 550-G-I
San F. & Ogden 976-K- I
S.City & Yankton 885-C- I
Sid . & Laramie 932-N-I
S.Pacific 963 -1-1
St.Jo . & D.C 913-1'-1
St.]o , & Gd.Isld. . 913-E-I
St.L. & L.Rock N .L. .45 6-H -I
St. L. L.R . & T exar . N .D .45 6-G-I
St.Pa u l & Fargo 874-N- 1
Streat. & Forest ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 I-B-I
T acom a & Port. . 895-B-1
T eh ama & Davi s. .986-B-I
T eh ama & Sac. 982-C-1
T exark . & EI Paso W .D. . 483-1'-1
1'01. & Buff. . . 115-Q -1
Toledo & Findlay 598-A-1
Uma tilla & H unt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 898-A-1
Um atilla & Hu nt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 898-A-2
Un io n Pacific .932-G-2
Wa llu la & Port. . 892-E-1
Wa sh . & Ri ch. N igh t 305-1'-4
Wil. & J ack'v. . . .340-G-I
Wi no na & Tracy . . . . 866-H -1
Wmspt. & Erie 198-1'-1
Wmsp t. & Er ie . . . . . . . . . . 198-1'-2
Wmspt. & Er ie . . . . . . . . . . 198-1'-11

(e) Station Markings by Railroad Name
A.T.& S.F.R .R.SaHo rd ,Ka ns. .9 11-S-1
Augus ta & Knoxv ill e R.R .Clark 's Hall 3·13-S- l
B.& O .R .R. Ijam svill e . 274-S-9a
B. & O .R .R . Monrovia . . . . . . . . . . . . 274-S-8a
B. & O . R .R . M ount Airy 274-S-7
B. & O. R .R. Smi thton . 235-5 -11
B. & O .R .R . Thornton . 274-S-2!1
B. & O. R .R. Watersvill e 274-5-28
B. & O . (R. R .) Woodbine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .274-S-5b
B.& O. R .R . Co. Wo odbine . 274-5-501
B. & O .R .R. Chic. Div, Suma n 567-5-1
B. & O.R.R. Met.8r. Dick en son s 274-S-27
B. & O .R .R. W .Co.8r. Clagge lt s .272-5-3
B. & P.R.R . Pea Cove.. . 2-S-1
C. & C.S.Ry. Grosse Isle .Mich , 642-5-1
Cai ro, Vin.& Chi.Line Duncansvillc.l ll . 667-5 -1
C. & P.R .R . Mi llport Station 554-5-6
C. & T . R .R . Am her st . .. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .559-5-1
C.B. & Q R.R . Fox ,IlI. . . . . . . . . . 700-5-1
C.B. & Q.R. R. Co .H ern plc .Mo. . 810-S-3
C.C. & C.R.R . Gi lead .555-5-1
C.H . & I.R.R . l\IcGouigles,Ohio 658-S-l a
Charlesto n & Savannah R 'y.Co.Ashepoo . . . 350-S-l a
Cha rles ton & Savannah R 'y.Co.Green Pond . 350-5-3
Chi.Mil.S; St.P .R y.C .& l\I.Di v.Truesdell ,Wis. . 837-S-1b
C.& I' .R .R .Newcastle 976-S-4a
C.& P.R .R .Newcasll e . . 97/;-S-4b
C.& P R .R . l'ino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 976-5-5
D.L. & W.R .R . Willow Grove . 175-S-2
E.& N .A.Ra ilway Co .Li nco ln Centre . I -S-I
Eas te rn R .R. North Beverly 4-S-4
G. R . (& I.) R .R .l\l ontieth . .620-5-3
H ou sat onic R .R. Kent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88-S·6d
I.C.R .R .Co. Eldorado. l ll . . 717-5-1
I1I.C.R.R. From De Soto . 708-5-5
(Il l.) Cen t.R .R . Barnum ' 759-S-la
K.C.R .R . Boston 522-5-5
L.L. & G.R .R . Line Di vide Sta .909-S-1
Lou .& Fran . & Lex. & Fran . Cro ppers .. 524-S-1
Lou . & Nas h . R .R . Casky ,Ky 537-S-2
Lou.Cin, & Lex. R .R . Pendlcton.Ky 523-5-2
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Legend Cat . No .
M. & C. R .R. Trinity 502-S-2
M. & C. R.R . W h celer . . .. 502-S-3
Mem , & O.R.R. Sh (elby Statio n ) 526-S-5
Miss. & T enn. R .R . Wh it eh av cn 423-S-2
N'.C.R .W . Cedar Ledgc 195-S-4
N .C.R .W . Whitch all .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 195-5-7b
N'.C.R'wa y Ral ston . 193-S-1
N ..J.5.R.R . (Sea) Bright 241-5-2
N'.P .C.R.R . Fre esto ne . 985-5-1
:-.l .R .R. Na ugatuck . . . . 87-5-1
N .Y.C. & H ud so n (R.R .R .) Crugers . 114-S-7
N'.Y.Cen l ra l & H .R .R .R . Ad a m 's Basin 115-5-4
N'.Y.W .S. & B. R 'y, " 'cst Ca m p . 119-5-1
P. & C.R .R .Con flucncc 2:15-5-4
1'. & E.R .R . Whct ha m . . 1!18-S-3
1'.& O.R .R .Linc Vt.D iv. W .Dan ville ..... 11-5-2
Penn'a .R. R .Co . Bulls Isla nd l\'.J . . .. 2·12-S-1
I' hi la . & Er ic R .R . G leu U n ion 198-5--1
I' .R .& A.R .R. H am p ton 5.C. . 335-S-2
R. & H. R .R . Moun t H olly . . 4 1-5-4
R .W. & O .R .R. Kasoag 102-5-1
Sou thern Cen tral R .R. Sayre 134-5-1
St. L. & S.F .R y. Cro cker 807-S-2
T . & R .R .R . Shaftsb u ry . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 40-S-2
(U .I'.) Ra il wa y Gra n it e Ca non ,Wy o . .932-5-4

Va .C.R .R. Afto n . 303-S-9

(fl Station Markings by Station Name

Adam's Basi n- l\' .Y. Centra l & H .R .R. . 115-5-4
Afton Va . C. R .R . . :10:1-5-9
Am he rst C. & T .R .R . . . . . .559-5-1
Ashcpoo C ha rl esto n & 5ava n na h R 'y.Co , . :150-5- 101
Ba rnum (III. ) Cc nt. R .R . .759-5- la
Boston K.C.R.R. . . .522-S-5
Ilull 's Isla nd N J .l' cnn 'a .R .R .Co 2·1 2-S-1
Cas ky .Ky. Lou . & Na sh . R .R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:1 7-S-2
Ceda r Led ge N .C.R.W. . 195-5-'1
C lag getts B.& O .R .R .W.Co .llr. .272-5-3
Cla rk' s (H a ll) Augu sta & Knoxvil le R.R . . 3·13-5-1
Confluence P. & C.R . R 235-5-4
Cro cker 5t. L. & 5.F .R y. .807-S-2
Cro p pe rs Lou . & F ra n. & Lex . & Fra n . R .R 524-S-1
Cru ge rs N .Y.C. & Hudson R .R. R . . .. . . 1\ 4-S-7
Dc So lo .Fro m Il l. C. R .R . . 708-S-5
D ickensons Me t.Br, B.&O .R .R. . 274-S-27
Divid e Sta . L. L. & G. R .R . Line .909-S-1
Duncausville .l ll, Ca iro,Vin .& Ch i.Li ne . fi67-S-1
Eld ora do .l ll , I.C.R .R .Co . . . . 717-5-1
Fox ,II I. C.Il . & Q R.R . . 700-S-1
Frccsto nc ,N'.\' .C .R .R . . . . . . . . . . . .985-S-1
G ilcad , C.C. & C.R .R. .. . . . . . . . . . . .555-5-1
G lcn Un io n , Phila . & Erie R .R I!J8-5-4
G ra n ite Ca no u ,Wy o . (V .I'.) Railwa y .. 9112-S-4
G re en Pond ,Char les ton & Sava n na h R ,),. Co . . .1I50-S-3
G rossc Isle ,Mich. C. &: C.S. R y. .642-5-1
H a m p ton S.C. P .R . &: A. R. R . . 3115 -S-2
Hciu ple Mo. C.B. &: Q .R .R . CO. . 810-S-3
Ijam sville B. & O .R .R . . 2i4-5·9a
Kasoag R .\\'. &: O . R .R . . 102-5-1
Kcn t , H o usa ton ic R .R . 88-S-6d
Lincoln Cc n trc ,E. &: N .A. Ra ilway Co: I ·S· l
l\fcGon igle s,Oh io C.H . & I. R.R . . 65R-S- l a
Mi llp ort Sta t io n C. & P. R .R . . 55-I-S-li
Monrovia B. &: O . R.R . . .. 274-5-8a
Mont icth G ,R . (& I) R .R . . 620-S-11
~roun t Ai ry B. & O .R .R. . 27·I-S-7
Mount H olly R. & B.R .R. . .. 4 1-S-4
Nauga tuc k N'.R .R _ 87-5-1
Newcas tle C. P.R .R. . . .!Ji(i-S-4a
Ne wcas tle C.\ ' .R .R. . .. 976·S-4h
No r th Heverl y Eas te rn R .R . 4·5-4
G len U n io n , Ph ila . & Er ic R .R . . . . . . . 198-S-4
Pea Cov e B.& P.R .R. . . . . 2-S-1
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Legend Cat . No .
Pendl cton .Ky. Lou .Cin. &: Lex. R .R 523-5-2
Pi no C.P.R. R 976-5-5
Ral ston N.C. R 'way 193-5-1
Safford .Kans, A.T . &: 5.F.R.R 91l -5-1
Sayre , Sou thern Cen tra l R .R 134-5-1
(5ea) Br ight N .J-5. R. R. . 241·5-2
Sha ftsbu ry T . & R .R .R 40-5-2
(Shelby Sta tio n ) Mem . &: a. R.R 526-5-5

Smith ton B.& a .R .R 235-5-3
Su man 11 .& a .R .R. Ch ic. Div 567-5-1
T ho rn ton n. & a . R .R 274-5-29
Trinity M. & C.R .R 502-5-2
T rues de ll ,W is. Chic .Mil. & 5t. P.Ry .C.& M.Div 837-5-1b
Watersvill e B. &: a .R .R 274-5-28
West Cam p N .Y.W.5. &: II. R 'y 119-5-1
W .Danvill e P.&: a .R .R .Line Vt.Div 11-5-2
Wheeler M. &: C.R .R 502-5-3
Wheth am P. &: E.R .R 198-5-3
Whiteh all N.C.R.W. . : 195-5-7b
Whiteh aven Miss. &: Tenn. R.R 423-5-2
Willow Grove D.L. &: W.R.R 175-5-2
Wood bin e n. & a .R .R . Co 274-5-5a
Wo odbine 11 . & a. (R. R. ) 274-5-5b
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PHILATELIC LITERATURE
The Perforation Centennial: 1857-1957
(The First Pe rfo rated U. S. Stamps)

. .. wi th a rt icles by lead ing students o n the 1857 stamps and their
uses; extensively illustrated .. . $5.00

Plating Charts for the 3c 1851
by Leo J . Shaughnessy.

. . . with charts of Pla te 1 Late, 2 Late and 3 sho w ing the ma jor char

acte ristics of a ll positions with rel iefs , recuts, and double transfers .

$4.00

Make checks paya ble to The U. S. Ph ila te lic Classics Society, Inc ., and

order, postpa id, from :

JACK L. JENKINS
Chairman, Publications Sales Committee

212 Mecherle Drive Bloomington, III. 61701
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORG E E. HARGEST, Editor
No te: T hese art icles. a lt hough writ ten for Professor Hm gest 's Section on T ra ns-Atl antic Mails,
had no t yct becn su b m it ted a t thc ti mc of h is recent illness. Co nseq ue u rly, he has had no op por
tu n ity to check th c a rt icles a nd m ake necessary correc t ions o r rccom mcndations for cha ng es.

MAILS TO AND FROM THE AFRICAN SQUADRON, U. S. NAVY
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The cover illustrat ed as F igur e 1 has been illustrat ed once before in the pa ges
of the CIIHONICLE. This was in No. 38, which was the forma t previous to that
presently used, an d the details of th e cover wer e given on pa ge 12 of CHHONICLE
No. 37. The occ asion of th e report was the fact that this cove r "plugged one of the
holes" as design at ed by a "p" for "possible but not rep or ted as existing" in Sched
ule A-23 of Mr. Tracy Simpson's United Stal es Posta l Markings and Related Ma il
Services, 1851 10 1861. Qu oting from page 12 of CHHOl\'ICLE No . 37, Mr. Simpson
commen ted :

"Mr. H. B. Graham sends ph oto and tracing of th e first reported cove r
showing exchange at Por tland, Me., via British ma ils thro ugh Great
Britain . The cover is pr ep aid with single S5 and pair and single X9 for
3:3ct rate U.S. to "West Coas t of Africa" on letter addressed to the U.S.S.
Mohica n. Such usage is listed as "p" ( possible) on page 108 of Schedule
A-23 of USPM. T he exchange marking is red PAID/ OCT/ 19/ 1860/
PORTLAND ME.AM PKT. , shown as No. 1 of "d" section of Plate 20
( USPM ). Ori gin is ind icated by Bru nswick, Me., dated townmark and
straight-line PAID, both in black. Th e cover also bears a red "12",
doubtless applied at Port land to show credit to England for all postage
above th e 21 ct Am. Pkt. open-mail ra te to British port. The cover also
shows London and Liverpool tra nsit marks. . .."

Mr. Simpson went on to qu ote th is wri ter's suggestion th at th e cover was picked
up at Ma deira, which had had a Briti sh post office servic ed from England. This
idea , although based upon comments mad e in a letter of inst ruction as to how

Figure 1.
fl om Brunsw ick, Maine, to aboa rd the U.S.S. MOHICAN, th en on Anti·Slave r pat rol 011 the coas t of Africa.
Postag e o f 33c prep aid to destination via American Packet to Eng land. Exchang ed at Portland , Maine, w ith
12c credi t to England . Enclosed lett ers di scuss pol itical situation, baseball at Bowdoin Coll e ge and capture
of a slaver by the MOHICAN .
50



mail d irected to the African Squadron of the U.S. Na vy was to be sent some ten
years pr eviousl y ( in 1849 ) was not correct. Since this was the fir st item th e writer
ever submitted for use in the CHHONICLE, it is hoped th at we shall not be too
severely criticized for not publishing a correction for over ten years. However ,
it was only some five years ago that we learn ed of the corr ec t routing of the
cover to destination.

Mr. Simpson described the rates and credits on the cover, pointing out that
the cover was addressed to the "We st Coast of Africa ." The really unusual feature,
which caused the appearance of the cover to be noted as bein g the reason for
replacing th e "p" in Mr . Simpson's chart of such covers, was the combination
of the cover being exchanged at Portl and and prep aid th rou gh Englan d to a
destination beyond England. Wh ether any further such usages have shown up as
yet we do not know. However , thi s was not the reason that th e writer acquired
the cover ; indeed, the unu sual routing, while noted, was not recognized as bein g
the salient feature of the cover. Nor were the content s th e reason , although they
are most interesting, being actually a composit e lett er written b y four members
of the addressee's family, and mentionin g events rangin g from the probability
of the election of Lincoln to be President, the playing of baseball and the ere ction
of a new gym at Bowdoin College to the arr ival of a slaver captur ed by th e
Mohican at New York.

To us, the striking feature whic h attracted us was th e address, in combina tion
with the markings which seemed to pr ove prepayment to destination. Why would
an address such as '.'St. Pau l de 'L eoando' (Lua nda ) , ' Vest Coast of Africa," ap
pear on a cover of thi s nature? After all, since its founding by the Portugu ese
in 1575, Luanda had been the major town of what we now ca ll Ango la, and th e
odd address, coupled with the obvious fact of carriage to destinati on by British
mails was of interest . And, of course, the writer collects U.S. Naval covers such
as these, although interest with these is centered more on covers mailed fro m
ships such as the Mohican rather than those addressed to aboard her . So, here was
a little research proj ect with considerable promise of being very interesting.

At thi s point it mig ht be well to indul ge in a bit of history which probabl y
still affects us tod ay. Under the Act of Congress of 1819 for suppress ion of th e
slave tra de, a U.S. squadron was established off the ' Vest Coast of Africa , mostly
centered in the Gulf of Guin ea. The British government, passing similar laws,
established a similar anti-slaver squadro n at abo ut the same time. The ob jec tive
of these squadrons was the capture of slaving vessels, thi s being the only ef
fective way that the United States and British govern ments could contend with
the slave trade.

As always with squadrons on foreign stations, mails to and from such squa d
rons on remo te stations were pretty haphazard for som e tim e, although th e British
commenced packet service to the Cap e of Good Hope as early as 1850, but were
not able to maintain the service in a regular manner until 1857. Presumably th e
route included stops on the West Coast of Africa by 1857, for the U.S. 1857
P.L. & R. contained,' in its foreign rate tables, a ra te of 45c per half ounce for
letters by British mails to the West Coast of Africa. In the 1859 P.L. & R. thi s
same rate was listed as actua lly, "Africa ( Wes t Coast )" at 33c per ~ ounce. This,
of course, is the rat e at which the cover of Figure 1 was sent.

This also probabl y was the reason why the cover bore simply "Wes t Coast of
Africa" rather than a more detailed locat ion, th e "St. Paul de Leoand o" actuall y not
being need ed . However, th e qu estion still remained-where was the cover routed
to be picked up b y the U.S.S. Mohican or some other ship of th e U.S. African
Squadron?

The covers illustrated as Fi gures 2 and 3 answer th is question. These are
return covers of the same correspondence as th at of Fi gure 1, being from 3rd
Ass't Engin eer James Atkins, aboard the U.S.S. Mohican, to his family back home.
Both entered the British mails at the British post office at F ernando Po, and re
turned by the same British mail rout e up the 'Vest Coast of Afri ca to England.
Fernando Po, some 40 miles off the coast of Tigeria, was th e head qu arter s and
base of th e British Afric an Squa dron from 1826 until 1834 and it continue d as
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Figure 2.
From aboard th e U.S.S. MOHICAN. Endorsed along left edge in pencil , " MOHICAN" , Fernando Po, March,
1860" in addition to th e ink endo rse me nts . Bears marking of British post office at Fernando Po with date of
March 16, 1860 . By British pack et to Liverpool (so backslamped , May 12, 1860 ), and t rave led ' to Ihe United
Slates via th e Cunarder PERSIA, where it rece ive d t he New York Brit ish Pke. marking on May 23 1860 and
tho 33c du e marking . The manuscr ipt "28" is the deb it marking of the Briti sh post office fo r all "he p~stage
exce pt the Sc U.S . internal rate .

Peiic;flro . "Moh/a"" F"crnolldo Po
Mt:tr(), 3.7) ISM: '

Figure 3.
Similar to th e cov er of Figure 2, exce pt mail ed at Fernando Po on March 28 , 1861. Endorsed in pencil along
lef t edge " Mo hican, Fernando Pol March 27 /61." Backstamped w ith Liverpool British Packet marking , in blac k,
of May 11, 186 1. In Eng land th e manu script deb it marking "26" wa s applie d, w hich wa s incorre ct by be ing
2c no t eno ug h. Trave led to New York aboard the PERSIA, arri vin g on May 21, 1861. The New York 8rit ish Pkt.
marking , in black , wa s applied th e following d ay, along w ith th e 31 c du e charge for pos tag e to be collect ed
upon delivery in Brunswick, Me . This, although stating an incorrect rate , followed the normal practi ce of simply
adding the Sc fo r the U.S. interna l po stag e to wh atev er wa s deb ited by the fo reign exchang e office on such
co vers .

the center of British endeavor in that area for ma ny years af ter , so that dir ect
packet service with E ng land was quite logical. T he Brit ish post office at Fern ando
Po was established in 1859, by appointing the residen t consul to be Postal Agent.
Letters bear ing Briti sh sta mps were not cancelled un til in 1860.

It is quite logical to assume, therefore, tha t the cover of Figur e 1 was picked
up at Fernando Po.

The covers from the return correspondence ar e of some interes t. Both bear
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th e handstamped datestamp of the Fernando Po post office, thi s being listed in
the Robson Lowe E ncyclopedia of British Emp ire Postage Stam ps, Vo l. II, Africa,
as marking type ( PQ) which was a type commonly used th rou gh out the empire .
The listing gives the early usage as 1865, noting th at a crowned type was used
earlier. The earlier cover, that of Figur e 2, hears th e listed 33 cent rat e, and since
it traveled by British mails until it reached New York, th e British had debited
the U.S. with 28c of the amount to be collected when it reache d Augusta , Maine,
to where it was addres sed . The other cover, mailed at F ern ando Po on March 8,
1861, also reached New York by British packet. Ho wever , in error the British
post office had debited but 26c instead of the 28c, which was correctl y sta ted on
the 1860 cover. Consequently, the clerk at New York adde d the 5c U.S. int ern al
rat e to the 26c debited by the Brit ish and hence rated th e cover at 31c du e ra ther
than the normal and correct 33c.

The U.S. Steam Sloop M ohican was not ord ered home until Jul y of 1861,
finally arriving at Boston in Septemb er . Several other covers from the Atkins
correspondence, both directions, exist, including one with th e rare crowne d Fer
nando Po datestamp which was also exchange d at Portland.

One oth er remnant of the old meth od of sending letters to members of th e
African Squ adron survived un til at least some months after regul ar postal services
were ava ilable. The cover shown in Figure 4 demonstrates th is method, which

Figu re 4.
From Manhattanville, New York (New York Coun'y), '0aboa rd 'he U.S.S. MYSTIC, of 'he U.S. Afr ican Squ adron .
Wi,h 3c pos'age prep aid in care of 'h e U.S. Naval Library & lnst itut e, Bos'on Nav y Yard, at Charles'ow n,
Mass. The Naval Libra ry & Ins,i ' u' e was 'he Naval off icers ' club in 'he ya rd , and its cach e' ap pe ars in bl ack
below 'he atemp, con sisting of a full rigg ed war sh ip in a round frame w i'h 'he lege nd included . Backs'amped
Bos'on, Mar. 27 (1860).

was sending letters in care of the Navy Yard at Ch arl estown, Mass. ( Boston Navy
Yard ) to be forwarded aboard the next ship leaving from there for the squa dron
of which the Mystic was a memb er- in this case, th e African Squadron. The sam e
practice ha d been followed in earlier years from th e Baltimore and New York
Navy Yards. In addition to saving postage-no small consideration, compa ring 33c
with 3c per letter, when a dollar was a fair day's pay-the letter also probabl y
reach ed its destin ation considerably sooner. This advantage was possibly offset by
the disadvantage that many letters so directed may not have reached their destina
tion at all, if we are to accep t a few comments ma de in earlier letters of this sort
where the contents surv ive.

Anoth er disadvantage of directin g letters in care of th e Navy Yards was th at
it was necessary to know in advance from what yard ships would leave for which
squadrons- and when. Sailings were not frequent for squa drons such as th e Afri
can or South Pacific; probably only one vessel a year would go out, taking official
mails, fresh crews or, at least, officers for the vesse ls on sta tion.
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Th e African squadron was abolished during the Civil War, and du e to eman
cipation, was no lon ger requ ired after the war, since the only pur pose of the
squadro n was to ca p ture slave rs and thus prevent the eventua l smuggling of
new stocks of slaves in to the United Stat es. It cannot be said that the abo lish
men t of the squadron ac tually deprived today's collec tors of many additiona l
interes ting foreign ra te covers , since the hig h rates and unusual rou tings of the
pre-war peri od also we re mostly cha nge d to more prosaic rates and routes dur
ing the 1860's.
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AMERICAN PACKET MAIL TO FRANCE DURING THE
"THREE MONTHS PERIOD"

TRACY W. SIMPSON
Under this title Section Editor George E. Hargest in Issue 53, page 137,

referr ed to th e rating of letters from U.S. to France mailed between Janu ary 1,
1857, and April 1, 1857, when the new U.S.-France treaty became effective. Dur
ing th is thr ee-months per iod the thr ough rate from U.S. to the French ma ils was
not changed, but th e intern al F renc h collect rate was reduced on a singl e-ra te
lett er from 13 decim es to 8 decimes if the letter came prep aid to England via
British packet, and from 8 decimes to 5 decimes if the letter came prep aid to
England via Amer ica n packet.

<--eY~~~
:V r.''?;?'/f1 ::>, JJF;:" ~. &~~?;..<'..-+(. - r

Cov.r New Orl.ans to Bordeaux via Coll ins Line Steamer ERICSSON sailing Jan , 17, 1857 , from New York, as
Amer ican Packet , showing S·decim es collect marking for French internal postage and 21 cts prepaid by strip of
six 3< 1851 st amps and single (95.100 L4 and matching 94L4). The oval GB/40c marking signifies that the
charge '0 France for transit from British port across England and '0 French mails was 40 centimes per 30
g rammes. All markings are black , except the NEW.YORK/JAN .17/ AM. PKT. is red . Transit markings on reverse
show through Englend on Feb. 2nd and arrival at destination Feb. 4th .
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Apparently as a signal to the French mail service that th e reduced int ernal
collect ra te shou ld be charged, letters from U.S. to France via British packet
through England were marked with the rectan gul ar GB/ 1F60c and if via Ameri
can packet were marked with the ver tical oval GB/40c. These ra tes were "per
30 grammes", or four times the charge for a single-rate 7~i-gramme letter (approx.
}~ oz.) , and they signifie d only the charge to France by E ngland for transit from
a U.S. port to the French mails if via British packet through E ng land, and from
a British port to the French mails if the lette r came to Eng land via America n
packet. Th e port ion of the through rate prepaid in the United States to the French
mails was the same as before; viz., 5cts if by Brit ish Packet and 21 cts if by Amer
ican packet.

Letters showi ng these "three-months" markings of GB/ 1F60c and GB/ 40c are
scarce, and particularly covers with the GB/ 40c marking signifying routing via
American packet , because there were only five sailings in th e three-mont h period
th at car ried Am. Pkt. mail (see list in the Hargest article mentioned ) . Those
having U.S. stamps are the scarces t, and the article mentions the cove r illustra ted
as being the only such cover bearin g the GB/ 40c marking and also bearin g stamps
then known to be in the United Sta tes. Others owned in Europe also are described
in the Hargest article.
GIVE YOUR SPECIA L KNOWLEDGE AND SHA RE YOUR EXPERTISE W ITH YO UR SEC

TION EDITO R. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAI NS FOR YOUR INFOR

MATION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VARI ATION OF THE "GOLDEN RULE."
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS

STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My O utr ight Purchase , Consig nme nt , o r fo r

My Pub lic AUCTION Sale s

AL ZIMMERMAN
843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
55



THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 68
Response to the November Cover Corner has been astounding. The many

in teresting and informative letters exceede d all expe ctations. Almost all th e cor
respondents described th e cover as a "ferriage" rate and man y mentioned th e
August 9, 1969 column by Theron Wi eren ga in Stam ps. Appa rently no one noted
Mr . Wi er enga's column February 28, 1970, in which he acknowledged a letter
from me disputing the term "ferr iage" and in which he agreed that "exchange
office rate" would be a better phrase.

Some of you are already aware that I'm a dedi cat ed believer in the accurate
use of terminology. In fact, to be candid, I chose that Blackjack cover with mali ce
aforethought. Ther e is a rea l difference between ferriage and the rate involved
on the Blackjack cover-a differen ce I think is worth preserving. To point up the
distinction, I'd like to explain ferriage bri efly (s ince I int end someday to show
you a ferriage cover , I wa nt to save some ammunition ).

F erriage is the "toll charged for ferrying." Applied to mails between the
United Stat es and Canada it meant an additional amount to cover conv eyan ce by
ferry ( or sim ilar method ) between border offices. This charge was added to th e
ordinary postage by distance. Pr ior to January 12, 1829 ferriage was collected
at various border points on an unofficial and irregular ba sis. From January 12,
1829 to March 6, 1837 the Canadian Post Offi ce authorized collection of ferriage
on all mail between offices wh ere ferry transmission was involv ed , notably
Qu eenston and Kingston, in order to defray the cost of maintaining and operating
th e ferry service. The official ferriage cha rge was wholly Canadian , as was th e
expe nse. Effective March 6, 1837, th e Ca nadian Post Offi ce abo lished ferriage,
except when the Canadian exchange office ' was either the origin or destination
of the item of mail. In such cases ferri age only was charged and no ordinary
Canadian postag e. This sys tem remained in ope ration until April 5, 1851. Since
Queenston and Kingston were the principal exchange offices for Upper Canada,
and carried, in addition to a large volume of cross-bo rde r mail , grea t numbers
of transatlantic lett ers b y pri vate ship via New York, mail sho win g ferriage is not
rare in the pre-stamp period.

During this per iod a lett er from one exchange office to the adjacent office
incurred only ferriage where such a charge was operative. I don 't know wh ether
any postage was cha rg ed between offices such as Ogd ensburgh and Prescott
wh ere th ere was no ferriage charge . I believe th ere may ha ve been a nominal
charge of 1c or ~d in such cases. When the new whole ra te agreement came into
force April 6, 1851, th e rate of lOc or Gd represented a subs tantial increase on
mail between border offices. Complaints must have been imm ediate because
Canadian Postmaster General James Morris wrote to U. S. Postmaster Gen era l
N. K. Hall on April 15, 1851, requesting a reduced rate bet ween ten pa irs of ex
change offices. (T he corresponden ce is partly reproduced in Boggs Canada, II ,
C, # 9, # 13, # 15, and # 16.) At first Mr. Hall refused agree ment, but lat er re
considered, as under dat e of June 21, 1851, Morri s acknow ledg ed Hall's letters of
the 10th and 12th and thanked him for his favorable action on the "two cent ra te
between our Frontier Offices." This rate was without regard to weight.

Whether this special excha nge office rate applied to all pairs of offic es at this
time is doubtful, although the corresponde nce is not clear on this point. It is
tru e th at Morris refers in his letters to a "reduced or Ferry rat e" since eight of
the ten pairs of offices he lists were separa ted by a ferry or bridge, but it is also
true that ferriage had not been charged between all of them. T he prior custom of
ferriage furnished an argument and pr eced ent for the establishme nt of a special
ra te between exchange offices.
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A simil ar exchange of letters is reproduced in ]ephcott, Gr een e, and Young's
Postal History of Nova Scotia atul N ew Bruns wick on pp. 276-278. In a letter
dated November 19, 18.51, John Howe, Postm aster Gen eral of New Brunswick,
proposed to Hall a "loca l ra te" of 2c or Id cy. between St. Step hen and Calais,
St. Andrews and Robbinston, and Woodstock and Houlton, and stated th at a
charge of Id between St. Andrews and Robbinston had been customary for som e
tim e. In his repl y H all agreed to a 2c rate between Calais and St. Stephen onl y.
In denyin g the request in respect to the other two pairs of offices, Hall sta te d: "I
would prefer , as th e distance in both cases exceeds five mil es th at th e ge nera l
rate of 10 cents should stand, at least for the present. Under our arrangem ent with
Canada, the Presid ent advis ed the establishment of the 2c rate onl y in the case
of offices not more than five miles ap art. "

This last sentence sugges ts that the arrangeme nt applied at first only to of
fices less than five miles apa rt and was not sanc tioned for th e b alance of offices
until-some later date. At what tim e the agreeme nt was exte nde d and wh ether all
pairs of offic es regardless of the distance separating th em we re eventually in
cluded ha ve not been positively determ ined. The evidence of th e covers from
Houlton to Woodstock (a bout 15 miles apa rt) indicat es the agreement had
been modified by 1860.

The only other definite information I have was furnished b y George Hargest
and appeared as a note attached to an official 1875 publication of the text of
the 1851 United States-Canad a agreeme nt. The notes supply changes from 1851
to 1875 and this one sta tes :

By subsequent arrangement (effective October 1, 1856) letters orig
inating at eithe r of the follo win g line offices and destined for the cor
responding line office, as hereinafter named, the distan ce bein g sho rt,
are able to go at a postage of two cents each, without regard to weight,
viz :-

The pairs of exchange offices are then listed: the two Sault Ste. Mari e's, Port
Huron and Port Samia, Detroit and 'Windsor, Black Hock and Fort Erie, Lewi s
ton and Queenston, Youngstown and Niagara, Cape Vin cent and Kingston , Mor
ristown and Brockville, Ogdensburgh an d Prescott, Fort Covington and Dundee,
Derby Line and Stanst ead . Except for the two Sault's, th ese are the id entical of
fices specified in Morris's April IS, 1851, letter.

Since this specia l rate applied only to letter mail or iginating at one exchange
office and addressed to the oppos ite excha nge office, it is far more restricted in
occur re nce than the ferriage ra te . Consequentl y covers showing the exchange
office rate are very rare. Th ose noted in the literature or which have been re
ported to me ar e listed below:

1. 12-25-60 Houlton, Me-Woodstock, N. B. pl'. l c 1857
2. 2-16-61 Houlton, Me.-W oodstock, N. B. pr. lc 1857
3. 6-13-62 Houlton, Me.-W oodstock, B. pro l c 1861
4. 2-21-67 Houlton, Me -Woodstock , N. B. Blackjack ( Scott # 73 )
5. 8-12-69 Houlton, Me.-Woodstock, N. B. Blackjack ( Scott # 93 )
6. 1-26-70 Houlton, Me.-Woodstock, N. B. 2c 1869
7. 2-11-70 H oul ton, Me.-Woodstock, N. B. two l c 1869
8. 3-15-70 H oulton, Me.-Wood stock, N. B. 2c 1869
9. 4-29-70 Houlton, Me.-Woodstock, N. B. 2c 1869

In addi tion, a few covers showing a 1c rate have been reported: Pat Herst has
see n a cover from Ogdensburgh to Prescott with a single 1c 1857 used in 1859 or
1860; Bruce Hazelton has a cover with a single 1c 1861 from Cala is to St. Stephen,
postmarked DEC 15, no yea r dat e. It appears that a rate of l c or ~d must ha ve
existed between offices separated only by a bridge, but no corrobo ration has yet
been found. Thereon W ierenga rep orts a cove r similar to Mr. Hazelt on's and a
cove r at th e 2c rate from Oswego to Bowmanville with a Blackjack ( Scott # 73)
postm arked AUG 7, no year date. I have not included thi s cove r in the list at
~resent because I have no record of Bowmanville as a Canadian exchange of
fice,
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Perhaps the stra ng es t eleme nt in th e list is that all the verified cov ers at the
2c exchange off ice ra te are from Hoult on to \ Voodstock, altho ug h at least th ree
corre spondences are represented . W hy covers have surv ive d from th is pair of ob
scure offices, while no examples ar e known from most of the man y bu sier and
more imp ortan t offices, is myst ifying.

If yo u have an exchang e office ra te cover or knowledge of one, pl ease rep ort
it to me and I' ll updat e th e list in th e futur e. A Xerox will be apprec iated . In
formation on covers at th e I c ra te is also requested, and on cove rs of Can adian
origin, as well as fu rther source material on th e dat es and offices covered by th ese
rates.

A discu ssion of th e exchange office ra te may be foun d in Ashbrook's Sp ecial
Service, pp. 37-40, and in Mr. Wi erenga's columns in Stam ps for August 9, 1969,
Nove mbe r 22, 1969, and F ebruary 28, 1970. The cover in the Nov ember Chronicle
is illustrated on p . 97 of Maurice Co le's book on th e Blackjacks. The cap tion
stat ing that th e sta mp paid the postage only to th e lines is in err or. The stamp
paid th e entire postage to the destin at ion an d th e PAID/2 handstamps appea r
merely to b e supererogation. All the Houlton-Woodstock covers of which I've
seen photos show some form of "2" marking in manuscrip t or handstamp, for no
evident reason.

Thanks to a ll who took the time to wr ite : Mel Schuh , Paul W olf, Sheldon
F riedman, Edward Freyfogle, Bru ce Hazelt on, Theron \ Vieren ga, Milla rd Mack
and John Hopkins. Specia l thanks to the last thr ee for th eir aid in compiling the
list of cov ers. It's very gratify ing to have so many alert and helpful readers.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

The cover sho wn was submitt ed by Les Downing. It was mail ed at Chelten 
ham , E ngland , on D ecember 11, 1851. The stamp is th e Grea t Britain embossed
one shill ing green, issu ed in 1847. It is tied by a stri ke of Cheltenham num eral
177. On th e back are th e circular dat e stamp of Cheltenh am in bl ack, a partial
strike of a Liverpool cir cul ar date stamp D E 12 in b lue and a black ova l
L/DE/12/.

All th e markings on th e face are in bl ack. Where and why were th ey applied?
What do th ey mean ? H ow do th ey help reconstruct the stra nge story of the mis
adven tures of thi s cover?
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CA NCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT M Y BOOTH AN D INSPECT

A N OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

A LSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TIO N CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hilla, N.J. 07078

Chart e r member of U.S.

Philate lic Classics Society
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Mall. 02173

APS
USPCS

CSA
~~~~~~~~~

~ Borrow with confidence ~. ' :
~~ 1\~I In any emergency, borrow r~ \
~" the money you need at ~~~

I
'~ ' Ed elman's. Use your col lcc- Wi:~'
~v., tion as collate ral and still

retain complete ownership. "'
~ At Edelman's, you can FA.'

!~\l obtain qu ick. confidential ~.
:~.!: loans for any amo unt up "ea'"
; ': to 80% of the value of \~I
~ ?l your properties - from ~ :If
.~ $50 to $50,0 00 and more . ~~..
~ ;Nrite t?day for furt her :'ft,.
!~\ info rm ation. ' fl:aj

~~~ eAJ1/UAnl! JS i~
~ ouam. ~
r~' 301 Old York Road fl1~
f61 ! Jenkintown, Pa, 19046 ', .~;:

:::~!; (Suburban Phil3delph ia) " ~"'.
\ ,I .. __ . ~ -1\. '
W~~z~~~<ma!"~"174
"~~~~~-~~~
WANTED

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers , both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N.A . stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
aOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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CLASSIFIED
Unwanted duplicate philatelic literature is
piling up. Sen d for yo ur needs, or my list.
Specializing in Collectors Club Philatelist.
and Ashbrook Special Services. Free sam
ples of text and photos available. Trades
considered for Ashbrook l c- Vol. II , or Con
gress books #2, 16, 17, 20, 22. J ames Kes
terson, 336 Homestead, Delaware, Ohio
43015.

FOR SALE: Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and
Edson engravings of Franklin and Wash
ington on Bank of New Brunswick, N. J .
banknote, as they appear on Scott's #1 &
2. Nesterson, 336 Homestead, Delaware,
Oh io 43015. -

ADVERTISING
3c-1861 (Scott's # 65) Seek used and mint
copies for research. Please price and send
(any quantity) . Abe Boyarsky, 14740 Ta 
cuba Dr. , La Mirada , Cal. 90638.

YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE

WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER'
ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE

PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE RATES,

BOTTOM OF PAGE 4
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special De livery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri 
toria ls and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
Unite d States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston , Mass. 02108
75.00

40.00

Jeremiah Farrington
Classics

Unit ed S tat es
9 x 1 Unused, on pelure paper. P osition 25; large margins,

extremely fi ne . .. .. . .. $250.00

11 vert. strip of four, 47-77R3, b rillian t '52 brownish carmine,
large margins, ex. fine . . . 100.0 0

17 on part india paper (very rare-see Neinken, p. 63.) 41L1,
good margins, tw o very large, very fine .._.. 150.00

France 2, deep color, la rge margins showing stamp at top, neat
P ar is Sta r Cancel ex. fine .__________ __ __ 200.00

Ha nov er 20, m int hori z. block of 8 showing marginal numbers
"3" and "4". Br ill iant color, large margin s, never h inged ,
ex. fine . . _

Modena 8, mint bl~~k, a .G., fresh, very fine . 00 _

Venezuela 19, 19b mint, never hi nged , corner block of twenty
(5 x 4), one stamp tete-beche. Ve1'y fine . 00 . 00 __00__ ' __ " __ 00 60.00

I hold a substantial stock of imperforate classics of the w or ld and
shall welcome inquiries from interested collectors.

P. O. Box 2151 Princeton, N.J . 08540
60
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NEW YORK

FROM A TO Z
Adler Jenny Steinway

Barkhausen Kirkman Trickey

Caspary Lichtenstein Urquhart

Dale Moody Van Elkan

Elkins Noonan Williams

Fleckenstein Orville X**

Geldert Porter Yuile

Hoffman Quinn Zimmerman

Impey Roosevelt

••Any of the thousands of co llecti ons off ered for co llecto rs who w ished to remain ano nymous.

In collections sold; in philatelic knowledge available; in
their specially designed offices; in all matters philatelic.

H. R. HARMER COVERS FROM A TO Z

If you have a collection that you wish to sell, write to Harmers (par

ticularly if your name begins with "X") for their attractive 16-page

booklet, "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling." It is gratis. Alter

natively visit us, Monday through Friday, 9:30 to 5:30. Our offices

are just off Fifth Avenue on West 48th Street. Car Park next door.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460
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