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DAY AFTER DAY

YEAR AFTER YEAR

THE FINEST IN UNITED STATES CLASSICS ARE OFFERED TO YOU

AT UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION THROUGH OUR FACILITIES,

EACH LOT METICULOUSLY AND ACCURATELY DESCRIBED, AND

WITH THOROUGH PROFESSIONAL HANDLING.

OUR RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF FOR IT IS AN ESTABLISHED FACT

THAT MORE UNITED STATES CLASSICS IN QUANTITY, QUALITY,

AND VALUE ARE DISPERSED THROUGH OUR AUCTIONS THAN

ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE WORLD, AND WE HANDLE OUR FULL

MEASURE OF FOREIGN CLASSICS, TOO.

THERE MUST BE REASON!
THE SALE OF THESE NAME COLLECTIONS OF THE PAST YEAR OR

SO MIGHT PROVIDE THE ANSWER. NEINKEN, MATTHIES, CLIFFORD,

J. DAVID BAKER, HUGH BAKER, DAVID KOHN, DOLORES HERTZ,

JACOB LEGEER, DINSMORE ALTER, HOWARD LEHMAN, MARCUS

WHITE, TO SAY NOTHING OF THE MANY OWNERS WHO PREFER

ANONYMITY.

WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING, OUR UNMATCHED

SERVICES ARE AVAILABLE TO YOU

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO OUR CATALOGUES (20 to 25 yearly)
$5.00 for Mailing Charge; $10.00 With Prices Realized .

10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N .Y. 10022



Just about EVERYTHING'SINEWIat HARMER ROOKE!

INEWt ADDRESS and PHONE
We're del ighted to announce our move to vas tly

ex panded quarters at the new Harmer Roo ke Bu ild ing :

3 East 57th Street, New York 10022
(Just off Filth Avenue)

(212) PLaza 1·1900
Thi s move, ou r fourth expansion in a br ief 2 year s, was necessi tate d by a
cont inui ng broadening of activity . . . thanks to you, the tens of thousands of
friends who have enjoyed dealing with Harmer Rooke.

INEWI FACILITIES & RETAIL SHOPS
With 4 floors at th is prestigious new lo ca ti on (we boast some of the world 's
most famo us firms as neighbors), the new Harmer Rook e building houses :

• MORE SPACIOUS AND COMFORTABLE AUCTION SALONS
• ENLARGED HARMER ROOKE GALLERIES

fo r the publi c ex hibition and sale of rare properti es

• EXPANDED ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES
for greater efficiency in cust omer se rvice than ever

• MAGNIFICENT, STREET·LEVEL RETAIL SHOPS

You'll enjoy shopping at the new Harmer Rooke . . . for STAMPS, COINS,
CURRENCY , ANTIQUITIES . . . as well as supplies and accessories. Our
stamp shop incorporates the complete faci l it ies, personnel and sto ck of
" Stampazine", formerly at 30 West 46th Street. Harmer Rooke Numisma
tis ts Ltd . now offers the coin enthusiast the finest reta il shopping anywhere.

[

The Harmer Rooke Laborator ies, which authenticate coins and stamps, have]
been moved to a nearby Long Island location where, with the addition of several
ultra-sophisticated pieces of equipment. its important research act ivities are
vastly expanded .

COME and VISIT. .. BROWSE AROUND ... or
LET US SHOW YOU AROUND the NEW HARMER ROOKE

ALL THAT REMAINS THE SAME is the HARMER ROOKE
" HOT· L1 NE" PHONE NUMBER and the FRIENDLY, PERSONAL SERVICE

CALL FREE (Fr0!J1 anywhere in the Continental 800 221 7276
Umted States except N.Y. State) • •

HARMER. ROOKE & CO., INC.
Negotiants in Fine Philatelic Proparties

3 EAST 57th STREET. NEW YORK 10022 • (212) PLaza 1-1900

APPRAISERS. SALES AGENTS. AUCTIONEERS

Establ ished: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939
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"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS-PART 9

# 65 - (3c), # 70 - (24c, light shade), # 7 1 - (30c - St. Ed.) - Tied by Black pmks.
to V.F. w hite cover, pm k. "ROCHESTER,N .Y." with vari ous transit pm ks. & Red
"48" & " ld" , to "SHANGHAI,CHINA", 57c RATE - "Via MARSEILLES" in MS.,
SCARCE .__ ________ _ ________ _ _ __$85

# 67 - (5c Buff-Nibbed Perfs), # 68 - (F-VF), & # 7 1 - (F-VF) - All rich shades, tied
by Bright Red g rids to V.F. sm all w hite fo lded Itr. to "SHANGHAI,CHINA"
with Black "INSUFFICIENTlY PREPAID", Red "LONDON,IX,No. 25,26-PAID"
transit pm k., ms. Mag enta "40", & crayon "1" Sh illing rnk., & ms . ''Via
MARSEILLES", a BEAUTYII $2 75

# 68 - (1Oc - Pair & Single) - V.F.-S. Centering , 2 St. Ed., "tied by Black Wedge
grids to superb Printed Address & Steamer Routing cov er to Bavar ia, "STEAMER
AFRICA", "Per CLOSED MAIL Via LONDON & OSTENDE", Indist inct Red "Pkt."
pm k. & clea r Red "AACHEN FRANCO" mk. - Another Beauty $40

# 68 - (3 Copies) - F-VF cen te ring , tie d by " PAID" cancel & Red Fre nch receiving
pmk. to V.F. cover 10 France . Pmk. Red "NEW-PAID-YORK-12" & Britis h "P .D." ,
used "Fe b. 14, 1866" . $35

# 68 - (4 Copies) & # 75 - (5c Red Brown) - Tied by Bosto n Black grid with
" PAID" to Fine fo lded Blue letter to "SHANGHAI,CHINA", with sma ll Red
BOSTON BR.PKT.-40-Jun.2(1863)" pmk. & Red "LONDON ,HT-Ju.13,63-PAID"
transit mark, Red "BOSTON-BR.PKT-PAID" pmk. on re ve rse, Scarce 45c
Rate .$ 165

# 68 - (10c) & # 76 - (5c) - F-VF centeri ng, tied by fancy STAR g rid s to V.F.
cover, Red pmk . "N .YORK-PAID-HAMB. PKT.-12-May 28(1864)" to Ger many,
w ith sharp, clear Rec. mks . on reverse $35

# 69 - (12c Black - 2 copies) - Tied by light Black grids & # 20 - GREAT
BRITAIN - lp, Red) over both, All tie d by sharp Football Grid, wi th "E.C.-80"
and "LONDON,-X,Jy.27,66" Rec. mk., to V.F. sma ll wh ite cove r with Red
LONDON rec . pmk. & N.Y. Pkt. "3 " p mk., Forwarded , BEAUTY $65

# 69 - (Vert . pair) - V.F-S., tie d by clear "ALBANY, WIS." pmk. to sup er b ye l
low cover w ith shar p clear p mks ., incl. Red "CHICAGO,ILL-PAID 19". To France,
"Mar 17,1863" use . Still another beautyl .$85

# 70 - (24c light Red lilac) - F.-V.F., bl ack gr id cancel on superb MOURNING
cove r to England, "Jun. 27, 1863" use, clea r prnk., NICE .$35

# 7 1 - (30c Orange) - V.F., Black g rid canc el, on V.F. w hite cove r (tiny tear ),
pmk. "SAINT PAUL, MIN-Jan 10(1868)" w ith Red N.Y.-"12" pm k., & Blue
Fren ch Rec. pm k. to FRANCE. Cat. $70 + .$45

# 7 1 - Fine ce nte ring, Nibbed per fs at Bt., t ied by nea t Star g rid to V.F. Blue
folded lette r to FRANCE, w ith indistinct Red Pkt. pmk., clear Blue "SER.AM.
CALAIS" pm k., "Per SIBERIA" in ms. , Attractive .$40

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone : 617-523 -2522
THE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., at 10 Country Club Drive,
Fulton , Mo. 65251. Sec on d-class postage paid a t Fulton , 1\10. SUbscrip tion price $14.00. A y ear's sub
scription Is In cluded In membership In th e U.S. Philateli c Cla ss ics Society, with $7.50 of each
member 's du es a ppor tioned to publica tion of T h e Chroni cle. Printed In the United States of America .
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MORTIMER L. NEINKEN TO RECEIVE AWARD
The Collectors Club of New York is proud to announce that the recipient

of the 1971 Alfred F. Lichtenst ein Memorial Awa rd is Mortimer L. Neinken.
The presentation will be mad e at the Annua l Awa rds Banquet to be held
Wednes day, May 12th, 1971 at Lucho w's Restaur ant.

Mortimer Neinken, a member of The Collectors Club, is a Fellow of the
Royal Philat elic Society, London , a Trustee of th e Philat elic Foundation , and a
member of the U.S. Phil atelic Classics Society. He was Presid ent of the Board
of Trustees of Mairnonides Medi cal Center , Brooklyn from 1962 to 1970.

In the collec ting area his specialties are th e class ic issues of the United
Sta tes with concentrati on on the On e, Ten and T welve Ce nt Stamps of the
1851-1857 issues. These collec tions have ga ined high awa rds at National and
I nternational shows .

Two of his books have been published by the Theodore E. Steinway
Memorial Publication Fund of Th e Collectors Club ; "T he United States Ten
Cent Stamp of 1855-59" and "T he United Stat es Twelve Cent Stamp of 1851
1857". His lat est work scheduled to appear thi s Ma y is "T he United States One
Cent Stamp of 1851-1860"; it is bein g sponsored by the U.S. Philatelic Classics
Society .

Among Mr. Ne inken's Philatelic awa rds have been the Eugen e Klein
Memorial Award ( twice), the John N. Luff Award and th e Carrol Chase Award,
all of the American Philatelic Society. He also received the Stanley B. Ashbrook
Award of the U.S. Phil atelic Classics Society twice.
ROBERT A. HANSON RA NO. 309

1889-1971

The death of Robert Han son on Januar y 27th as the result of an
arterial blood clot afte r a minor op er ation came as a shock to his
man y philat elic friends who just a few da ys pr eviously had gree ted
him at a local meeting whe re he appeared to be in perfect health.

Aside from being the 1970 winner of the Ashbrook Cup Award,
Rob ert Hanson was not ed as a leading geogra phic philat elic collector
of the 1851-'60 issue, particularly of covers from early California,
Nevada, and Utah towns, mostl y those bearing lO-ct adhesives or
Nesbitts of th e period. Mr. Hanson's album pages are outstanding
becau se nearl y all conta in not only th e cove r from th e town nam ed ,
but also a ph otograph of the present-day location of th e post office
or oth er memento of the town. Th ese ph otos and the research con
nected with their assembly was the result of personal trips to the
pr esent locati ons, mad e over man y years by Mr. Hans on, and often
in the compa ny of fellow memb er Dr. \V. Scott Polland.

Befor e retirement from ac tive business Mr. Hanson was a leading
civil engineer in San Francisco, principally associate d with the con
struc tion industry. He will be sad ly missed by all who knew him.
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THE EDITORS' PAGE
R. L. D. DAVIDSON, Editor·in·Chief

EDWIN A. CHRIST, Associate Editor
The Editor-in-Chief infrequently gets th e urge to editorialize in this
primarily a reference publication. But when he does, he ma y go on for a page
or two , a risk all members encounter by employing a low-paid editorial staff.

Those clas sical phil at elis ts who have not seen these recent publications are
losing a lot of enter tainme nt or knowledge or both . Carl Scheele's "A Short His
tory of th e Mail Service" ( Smithsonian Institution Press ) was part of our winter
reading and we are grateful. While primarily a story of the U. S. mails it is
fun to read an d informative. The HJMR people down in Florida have given us
a reference work of considera ble value in their enterprise to cata log philat elic
literature. This is a monumen tal task and many lib ra rians or just amateurs like
us will find the work of great valu e.

Then, third , our own Hart an d McDonald have put their knowledge of th e
1847's to the task of providing a listing of the 10-cent cove rs identified by them
up to now. For Creighton Hart this has been a study of over th ree decades and
both he and Susan McDo na ld, section editors of th is Chronicle, deserve our
gratitude.

The bad new s of Jack Molesworth's loss by burglar y is another reminder
of the ever-present specter of theft. Mr . Molesworth, a regu lar and long-time
full-page ad vertiser with us, is a dealer all of us who known him have respected
and dealt with with confide nce . He handles primarily classical and Confed erate
items and usually ho lds some dandies. What a shame this ugly business transpires!
Between th eft and fak ers we are always to be on the alert and maybe sometime
we will be ab le to do away with both threats .

And then , your route agents ought to know more about our Slid e Shows.
Some of you who have groups of agents near at hand might be extremely
pleased by this kind of program. They are inexpensive and very informative.
To conclude thi s opus we list below the rich material available :

- R.L.D .D.
U. S. PHILATELIC CLASSICS SOCIETY
LIST OF SLIDE SHOWS

J anuary I, 1971
I. T he 1851-5i Issu e (APS 42A) (1962)

53 slides . .. 45 minutes with 7" tape 3o/i
T his slide show ill ustra tes posta l uses of each denomina t ion and th en dis cusses eac h
denom in ati on includi ng ca ta logue types.

2. U. S. Postmast er Prouisionals (AI'S 43) (1962)
39 slides . . . :17 mi nut es wit h 7" tape 3o/i
T he Postmaster Provisional s of Bal timore, Bratt lebo ro , Mil lbury, New Hav en . New
York. Providence a nd SI. Lo uis ar e illustra ted .

:I. U. S. Gr illed Issu es 186i ·n ( 1969)
64 slides . .. 50 minut es with 7" tape 3o/i or casse tte
Creat ed with th e help of Lester Bro okm an and Elliott Perry. This show di scusses the
gri lls in a manner anyo ne can understand , explaining differen ces ha rd to understand
in th e ca ta logue .

Ii. /861- A Year of Chang« (AI'S 5 1-19( 8) (Revised 19( 9)
" I slides . . . 34 minut es with 7" tape 3o/i or casset te
Describes th e most exci ting yea r of postal h isto ry even ts ever. II d iscu sses postal hi story
in th e civil war peri od . includ ing indep endent sta tes . uses in th e Confede racy. Pon y
Express, and a new issue of postage sta mps.

T, Th e Postage Stamps of th e 1869 Issue (1969)
,,9 slides ... 39 mi nu tes wi th 7" tape 3o/i
In dep th d iscussion of th e postage stamps of our first p ictorial issue.

8. T he l c Stamp of t he 1851·5i Issu e (j u ne 1970)
78 slides ... 4 1 minu tes with i " tape 3o/i or cassette
Mortim er Nei nken , th e well -known stude n t of th is issue , ex pla ins the va riou s types and
varie ties listed in th e ca ta logue in a clear and in teresting manner.

9. Th e U.S. Postal Mark ill gs 1851-61 (j une 1970)
79 slides . . . 54 minutes with 7" tape 3o/i or casse tte
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I'ra cy Sim pson illu strat es and exp la ins most of th e typ es of postal mark in gs ca ta log lled
a nd illustrat ed in his cla ssic bo ok . A sho w of interest to all.

10. T h e Postal Uses o f th e 1869 Issu e (j a n ua ry 1971)
7(j slides ... 35 minut es with 7" tape 3:1;4 or casse tte
Exa mp les o f do me st ic 01 11<1 fo reign uses with mu lt ip les of d cu omiuai ions an d sta m ps
to p ay regist rat ion a nd or letter post age. A beau t iful di splay o f u n u sua l covers fra nked
wi th 1869 sta m ps .

CrJllli ,,/( Late r i ll / 97/
T he Express :\Iai l of IH36 ·39
The Posta ge Sta m ps o f th e 186 1 Issu e.

Available from :
Mr. J . David Baker
602 West McCarty Street - P. O. Box 892
Indianapolis, Ind iana 46206

:\'OTE: Ik ginn ing April I . 1971. a ll reser va t ion s mad e fo r Slid e Sho ws wil! re q u ire pavmcru
of 57.50 (u p from 5,-J,(lO) re n ta l fcc to he paid prior to shi p men t wh ich will in clude
p repaid sh ip p ing cha rge to individ ua l o r cluh. The re turn li PS o r Pa rcel Post (in ,
Sllred for S:;O.OO) fcc to he pa id hv user.
All reserv ations mad c prior to April 1. 1971 will he a t p resent ren ta l rat e of SC),OO if
S:..OO p aym cn t has been receiv ed p r io r to April I even th ou gh rescrva ri o u is fo r a
da te la te r th a n Apri l I ,

" " "
T he Associate Editor of Chro nicle wo uld like to have a few hundr ed wor ds.

T here's good news this Ma y! Early in Apr il George Hargest personally issued
a progress report conce rn ing his recovery from th e seriou s illness that brou ght
him low last Winter in Vero Beach. He wr ites ( April 2 )- and hear this-

" :\Iy book was publish ed by th e Sm ithso n ia n in Fc hru arv. I have not h ad a llY rev iews
as yet. and since th e Go veru m cnt Pr in ting Office d oes not ad vert ise. I am 1I0t su re how
man y peop le wh o wan t it will kn ow how to order it. In th e last Ch atter ther e was a
no ti ce of it whi ch in st ru ct ed peop le to orde r from th e Sm ithsonia n . but a member has
writt en me tha t th ey returned hi s chec k a nd to ld h im to ord er from the Superint e nd en t
of Document s. Fran kly. I d o not know wha t is goi ng on . I was asked to send in a list
of people wh o wou ld re vie w it . and did. hut I do not kn ow whet her cop ies were sen t to
th em. I had one sen t to Dick Graha m fo r rev iew . hu t th e last I heard fro m him he had
not rece ived it. \I sho u ld he ordered as foll ow s

Ccorge E. H a rgest , " H isto ry of Letter Post Co m m u n ica t ion Between the u n ited Stat es
a nd Eu rope-1 8·1 5 ,1875". Smi thson ia n Stu d ies in H isto ry and T echnologv-vX o. 6"
O rd ers shou ld he ad dressed to :
Su pe r in tenden t of Docu ments.
II . S. Govermn ent Print in g O ffice
W ashing ton . D. C. 20-102
:\ ch eck for 54.25 p ayable to Su per in tend en t of Documen ts must accompa ny you r

order. "

This puts it about as straight as it can be aim ed . Unquestionably, a work
like th is should not be let rest on the shelves of the Go vernmen t Pr inti ng Offi ce
simply becau se people do not know how to get it. George will no t ben efit one
ce nt from the sa le of his book-indeed, he has ( as you might have expected of
such a man ) tha t hundred s of dollar s of his ow n money have been put into the
scholarly wo rk this re pr ese nts.

" " "
At the risk of beat ing a dista nt drum, we ( the Associate Editor ) ar c Presi

dent of the Kingdom Ph ilatelic Association (a bona fide Chapter memb er in
good standing wi th the A.P.S. ) , and which although not yet quite five years
old is the sponsor of "iUD-PAN-EX '71".

You ma v well ask , what is ~IO-PAN-EX '71? As conve ntion General Cha ir
ma n, we are delighted to answer that MO-PA N-EX '71 stands for "Missouri
Phil at elic, Antique, and [umismatic Exhibition, 1971." We are going to put on
a wing-ding ( as we say, in Missouri ) of a 3-ring circus. The dates are Ju ly 16,
17, 18. The place is Robertson Hall ( completely air-con di tione d ) on the north
end of th e Churchill Mem orial Quadrangle of \ Vestm inster College campus.
There will be a bourse and exhib it in each of th e th ree collec ting spheres- and
th e philat elic end will consist of an invitational non-competi tive showing of
twelve 8-frame exhib its of goodies which have pr eviously won high aw ards.
We'll not mention nam es, but R. L. D. Davidson is in charge of th e exhibition,
and, my fr iends, wh en he invites peop le to exhib it, don 't expe ct anything but
the best of th e best availab le. E.A.C.
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS FROM MISSOURI
CREIGHTON C. HART

Happy Birthday to Missouri .
This yea r is th e sesquicente nnial of Missouri statehood. Missouri was ad 

mitted to th e Union on Aug . 20, 1821. An 8c commemora tive will be issued May
8, 1971 with first day ceremonies at Indep endence. The cha nge in dates is to
permit the first da y cere monies to b e held in former Presid ent Harry S Truman's
home town on his 87th birthday. This May issue of Th e Chronicle appropria te ly
looks back on covers from Missouri bearing our first issue of stamps .

During the entire four yea rs our first issue of sta mps was current, Missouri
was in th e wes tern most tier of frontier sta tes . Beyon d it lay th e vas t un 
organized territory known un officially as Missour i Country. Kansas, the sister
sta te to the west, did not ga in statehoo d until 1860, nearl y 40 yea rs afte r
Missouri had joined the Union.

Six post offices in Missour i wer e sent supplies of 1847 stamps, but St. Louis
received 96~% of the tot al. The othe r five post offices were small sett leme nts on
or very near the Missouri River , which reminds us how important river tr avel
was then in thi s far wes te rn sec tion of our young nati on . T he follo win g tabula
tion gives th e name of the post offices and the dates stamps were first sent and
the day they we re received . In th e last two columns are the total number of 5c
and 10c stamps received .

Post Offico Date Sen t Dat e R eceived T otlll 5c Tota l JOe
Saint Lou is Aug . 5 . 1847 Aug . 12. 1847 45.400 30.300
Colu mbia Feb. 5. 1851 Feh. 21, 1851 400 100
Lexi ngton Nov . 18. 1850 Dec. 4, 1850 800 200
Roch epor t Jul y 18. 1850 Aug . 5, 1850 400 100
Sava n na h Aug . 20. 1850 Sept. 9, 1850 400 100
Union Sep t. 12. 1850 Oct. I . 1850 300 100

The St. Louis post office received approx imately one-four th of each denomi
nati on every 12 months which shows a consistent use of the new adhes ives by the
St. Louis residents, princip ally by comm ercial firms.

The other five post office s we re sent stamps only once and the inn ovation
of stamps may or may not have been favorably received by the resi de nts. No
covers are known postmarked from any of the five sma ll post offices . This means
that the history of 1847 covers from Missouri is a history of '47 cove rs from
St. Louis.'

St. Louis was an important river town and had its stro ng ties with the
eastern United Sta tes rather th an the rest of Missouri. To appreciate how
unde velope d Missouri was wes t of St. Louis, we mu st realize that it was another
seve n yea rs before th e Butterfield Overland Mail was to start from Tipton,
which was the end of the ra ilroad west of St. Louis. It was also eight more
years before the colorful Pony Expr ess was inaugurated from St. Joseph.

In the Gener al Denver corresponden ce, which was dispersed a few yea rs
ago in a philatelic auc tion, there we re a few early stampless cove rs from West
port, Missouri , which was just coming into prominence as the sta rting point for
the Con estoga cove red wagons headi ng for the gold fields via the Santa Fe
Tr ail. Kans as City, which lat er absorbed Wes tport, was spe lled Kanzas because
of th e Kan zas Indians in the ar ea. The spe lling was lat er cha nged to Kansas, but
it is still pronounced as if it were spelled with a "Z". Local collec tors are still
qui etl y lookin g for a manuscript or a handstamped cover postm arked Kan zas
and for a Fort Osage cover. For t Osage was a military outpos t nearby.

Of course , '47 covers ar e most frequently seen from Ne w York, Boston
and Philadelphia. Man y '47 covers from these cities and from other easte rn
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points bear a single 5c stamp. Wh en looking for a '47 cover with the much
scarcer lOc denomination, collectors will find such covers from St. Louis quite
plentiful. This is in sharp contrast to '47 covers from the other frontier states,
Texas, Arkansas , Iowa and Wisconsin.

The Directory" of 10c covers reports 106 10c covers from St. Loui s. Three
corresponde nces accounts for at least 66 of this total. The Philad elphia firm
of Charnley & Whelen , famous for the St. Louis bear covers , was succeeded by
the finn of E. S. Whelen. This one correspondence accounts for at least 48 of
the lOc covers and probably for an additional 8 of th e 21 covers wh ere the ad
dr essee information is incomplete. There are eight lOc covers addressed to
J. & J. Stuart of New York City. Both the Wh elen and Stuart correspondence
related to bu siness matters and are blue fold ed letters very common for the
period. Covers addressed to "Miss E. E. Turner" of Bosto~ ar e all on white
envelopes addressed in a modified Spencerian hand and are unusually attractive
and in fine condition. Because most of the 5's are multiples used to pay the lOc
ra te to the east, there ar e also some 5c cove rs in these three correspondences.
Miss Turner's St. Louis admirer habitually placed the sta mp(s) neatly in the
upper left corner and on a few occasions artistically overlapped one 5c stamp
with another ( Figure 1).

Figure 1.

Because of the multiple use of the 5c stamps, there are fewer 5c covers
from St. Louis extant than ther e are 10's. Covers with a single 5c stamp to pay
postage for less than :300 miles from St. Louis are a bit scarc e. Th e list of 5c
covers is still being compiled and the incomplete count shows 57 covers with
35 covers having two stamps to pa y the single lOc rate and 22 having a single
stamp to pay the 5c rate.

Herbert Trenchard, who is making a detailed list of the Charnley and
Whelen and the E. S. Whelen correspondences, has furnished me with his
information on these covers. He writes that he has not recorded the use of
SAINT in the postmark earlier than November 1850. Th e "St. Louis Postal Fa 
cilities and Postmarks, 1821-1861" confirms this date and rep ort s that the
ea rliest dat e for "SAl T LO UIS" is Novembe r 8, 1850.:1

St. Louis is known for its large German se ttleme nt, but this wave of im
migrants did not come until lat er and no covers are known from St. Louis to
Germany. Onl y two '47 covers are known to Europe, both from the same cor
respondence to Belgium. Both covers are transatlantic during the retaliatory
period in 1848, one postmarked July 3 and the oth er July 10th. Both hav e foreign
receiving marks at Le Havre, France on August 9, 1848. Th ese apparentl y were
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carried on the S. S. Washington which sailed from New York for Bremen
on Jul y 20th and were dropped at Le Havre.

There are few Mississippi River packet 1847 cove rs and it is imp ossibl e to
tell their origin unl ess th e entire letter is still pr esent an d its contents known .
A black "STEAM" on covers is typical of these packet marks and the same
"STEAM" seems to have been used by seve ral packets. It is possible to say
four of these packet covers were mail ed at St. Louis and three have the small
black grid shown in Fi gure 2. All four are to New Orleans and to the same

Figu re 2.
The packel Amaranlh woo built al SI. Louis in 1846 and had a short life of ollly 6 years. II sank in 1852 afler
being caught on a snag but no lives were lost .

Figure 3 .
The firsl day of illegal use, July I, 1851. Our firsl issue of sl amps i. th e only issue to have Iwo firsl days.
July I , 1847 is Ih . firsl d .y of legal use ; July I, 1851 is Ihe f irsl day for illegal use . Notice the " SAINT" in
the postmark.

addressee. T hese Mississippi pa ckets were non-contract carr iers and the
"STEA M" was pr obabl y struck at New Orl eans to indicate origin. A sma ll black
grid is so far known only on the covers originating at St. Louis and it may
have been stru ck there.
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The earliest known cover is a lOc one postm arked Sep tember 25, 1847 about
six weeks after the first stamps we re received in St. Louis. If anyone knows
of an earlier use please write your editor.

Our first issue of stamps was invalid for postage af te r Ju ne 30, 1851 and
covers showing valid u~es aft er that date are highl y pri zed by specialis ts. Th ere
ar e two such lat e uses hom St. Louis. On e is remarkable becau se it is a 5c pair
postmarked Jul y 1. The cover is from the E. S. Whelen corresponden ce and is
docketed 1851. Th e pa ir of 5c was obv iously ap plied to pay the old rat e of 10e
to Philadelphia, applica ble the previous day. ( Figure 3. )

Th e other lat e use cover has a sing le 5c stam p and is addressed to Ne w
York. The August 6, St . Louis townm ark has a "3" incorporat ed in the post
mark representing the new prep aid 3c rat e tha t had gone int o effe ct July 1, 18.51.

There are too man y '47 covers of each denominat ion to list in this article .
At some futur e date when these articles 011 sta te uses are b rou ght to dat e,
a det ailed listin g will be given.

Footnotes
t A cover from J ef fe rson City to Sa n J ose, Ca lifo rn ia p ostma rk ed Ap r il 22 is bc lievcd to he

a sta m p less cove r to wh ich a IOc sta m p has heen added .
~ C . C, H a rt a nd S, 1\1. McD on ald , D i r ect orv of I Oc 1817 Cot'e/s, 19, 0 a nd ad d it io ns

u npu b lish ed .
a C. Corw it h W agn er. "SI. I.on is Post al Facili ties a nd Postma rks. IH21 -I HGI " com pi led a nd

ad de d . Au gust . 1!)(jO. hy j am cs \\ ' . Ad ler . S. :'I I. Arno ld , Ken neth Xo tvcs t , \\' a nl S. I'a rke r a nd
Wi ll ia m Sem sroll.

NEXT ISSUE: "T he Knapp Shift as To ld to me by Elliott Perry" will appear
in the August Chronicle. Additio nal time is required for prepar ation.
YOU BETTER BELIEVE IT!

Your Sales Department Manager is Dr. W. F. Amo
nette. . . .

His address is 204 8th Street, Radford , Va., 24141 .

And he wants you to know that he has in his
custody a very choice cross-section of the"classics"
placed with him by your fellow Route Agents for sale.

While opportunity knocks , why not knock out a query
to your Sa les Department citing your interests? Per
haps you've been knocking yourself out, knocking
around for just the thing waiting to be knocked
down to you by :

DR. W. F. AMONETTE
204 8th St. Radford , Va. 24141
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THE 1851 ·'60 PERIOD

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851·1861
DAVID T. BEALS III, R. A. 248

Installment No. 6
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LATELIST, August 1969.
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SUMMARY
We will now report the covers and inform at ion which have been rec eive d

during th e wri ting of th ese ar ticles. Th e num erical designati on of th e post
marks referred to are those listed (and illustrated ) in th e appropriate install
ment, and th ree more have been added.

FORT SMITH, Arkansas

Diagram # 30

3) FORT SMITH, Ark. / D/ C30.5 ( Diagram #30 ) .
On e cover has been rep orted with this markin g used on a 3c bu ff Nesbi tt

envelope . This marking was more common during the stampless period .
FORT WASHITA, Chickasaw Nation

1 ) Fort vVashita, C.N., date, in manu script.
Anoth er cover used with S2 has been rep ort ed , for a total of two.
2) FORT WASHITA ARK / D/C33.5
Three additional cove rs have been reported , one used with S5 ( illus tra ted

in Ref. # 62, page 34 ) and two on 3c Nesbitt envelopes, one of which is
addressed to German y. This makes a total of five covers repor ted.

On page 3, Issue #41 of th e CH RON IC LE, Mr . Richard B. Graham reports
seeing the correspondence of a West Point gradua te who serve d in the west
during thi s period . It includes eight covers from Fort Craig, N.M., two from
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Fort Abercrombi e, N.T. , and one from Pawnee Fork, K.T ., but unfortunat elv
none of it is presently in philatelic hands.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kansas Territory
1) FO RT LEAVE NWORTH MO jD/ C30
Two additional cov ers with thi s marking have been reported , both used

with S2, for a tot al of 13.
CAMP ON PAWNEE FORK, Kansas Territory

T his post was estab lished on Oct. 22, 1859 and wa s located on the Pawn ee
Hiver abou t 8 miles abo ve its junction with th e Arkansas River , near th e
pr esent city of Larn ed, Kan sas. It was selected by Capt. Henr y \ V. Wessels, 2nd
U. S. In fantry, and its mission was to protect th e Santa F e Trail. Ren am ed
Camp Aler t on Feb. 1, 1860, th e pos t was redesignated Fort L arned on Ma y 29,
1860 for Co l. Benj amin F . L arn ed, Paymaster Gen eral of the Army. Fort La rn ed
was garrisoned until Ju ly 19, 1878 and was finally aband oned on March 26,
1883. Two markings are known :

1 ) Pawnee F orks, Oct. 25, 1860, in manu script.
On e cove r has been reported by M r. Gra ha m ( above) used with S.5,

however you r editors have seen two others used with # 65, indicating use of
this marking for some time af ter the post becam e Fort La rn ed.

Diagram # 31

2 ) PAW NE E -F OH K'K'T' j D ( m s ) j DC 25J~ ( D iagram # 31)
On e cov er has been reported with this marking used with S5.

FORT RILEY, Kansas Territory
1 ) Fort Riley KT Date, in manuscript.
Two additio na l cov ers with this marking have been reported; the first used

on a 3c Nesbitt envelope with an additiona l large circular marking-;\'1I SSION
OF FICE , April 26, 1859 (enclosed letter wa s dated April 15th ) , and the other
wi th a pair of S4 used to Canada and also marked US PAID 10 in box, two
sta mps are missing from thi s cov er un fortunately. T he above make a total of 3
cov ers with th is marking.

2) FORT RILEY KT j D/ C33.5
One additional cov er has been reported , used with S2, for a total of four

covers with this marking.
FORT SCOTT, Kansas Territory

1 ) F ort Scott Mo, Dat e & year in manuscript.
Ano ther cov er wi th this ma rking used with S2 has been report ed for a

tot al of two.
3) FORT SCOTT KT j D /C37
Two addi tional cov ers have been reported , one used with S5 and having

a Crawford legal corner advertisement, and the oth er wi th a strip of 3 one ce nt
1857's. These covers make a total of seven reported with thi s marking.

FORT ABERCROMBIE, Nebraska Territory
This post was estab lishe d Aug. 28, 1856 b y Lt. Col. John J. Abercrombie,

2nd U.S. Infan tr y, and was located on the west bank of th e Red Hiver of th e
1 orth at Graham's Point. T his poi nt was 12 mil es north of th e junction of the
Bois de Sioux an d th e Otter trails near the p resent town of Ab ercrombie, N. D .
T he Fort's mission was to protec t the sett lers of th e Hed Hiver vallev from
the Sioux Indians. T he pos t was evacuated on Ju ly 25, 1859, but was re
occupied in July, 1860 and rebuilt . It was finally abandoned on October 23, 1878.
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Mr . Graham describes two Fo rt Abercrombie covers . Both bear manuscript
markings used presumab ly with S5. On e cover is dat ed 30th Nov. 1860, and
conta ins a letter headed F t Abercrombi e D.T . Oct 27th . It was addr essed to
Santa Fe N.M. and was th en ce forwarded to Fort Craig. T his cove r also bears
the 26mm SANTA FE NM concentric circl e townmark. T he othe r cover was
dated 30th March 1861, after th e forma tion of Dakota T erritory on Ma rch 2, 1861.

FORT KEARNEY, Nebraska Territory
Dr. Landis in his b ook ( Ref 67 ) illu strat es on page 28 a fan cy straight line

Ft KE AR NEY O .R. mar kin g with an eagle at top and stars below. If anyo ne
can let us see an example of th is marking we would very much appreciate it.

4) FORT KEARNE Y T.T./D j C26
Ano ther cove r used with two one cent 1857's ( a third stamp apparently

cut off at right ) has been reported , making a total of three covers with th is
marking.

FORT LARAMIE, Nebraska Territory
1) FORT LARAMIE N.T .,ID j C32
Two additional covers , one used with S5 and th e othe r on a 3c Nesbitt

enve lope, both struck in bl ack have b een reported for a total of tw elve.

FORT CRAIG, New Mexico Territory
Correction-e-We stated on page 59 of th e May, 1970 -issue of the

CHRONI CLE that Fort Craig was not threatened by th e Confederate invasion
that was incorrect.

During late 1861 an d ea rly 1862 F edera l forces under Co l. E. R. S. Canby
were con centrated at Fort s Craig and Union to me et the threat of a Confederat e
invasion of th e Sou thw est. A Co nfedera te Army under Brig. Gen. ( la tely
Major USA) Henry H . Sib ley advanced from Texas toward F ort Crai g, where
on Feb. 21, 1862 th e two armies met at th e Battle of Val Verde on th e Hio
Gr ande Hiver six miles nor th of Fort Cra ig. The outco me was not decisive, but
the Confed erate force the reafter proceede d west where th ey we re defeated
(o r at lea st grea tly discouraged ) at the Battle of Apache Pass on March 26th,
and the two Union Forts we re not again seriously threat ened by th e Co n
federates.

1 ) FOHT CHAIG .N.M.jms datejC32
Mr. Gr ah am rep orts eigh t covers with thi s ma rking, all presumab ly used

with S5, as part of th e correspo nd ence described on page 86. He further re
ports th e ea rlies t dat e of thes e covers 6 Dec. 1860, an d th e latest 7 May, 1861.

In addition to th e six covers already covere d herein, two add itiona l stamp
less cove rs, both used in 1862, ha ve been reported (one is a sold ier's letter ) ,
for a total of eigh t covers presently in philat elic hands.

FORT FillMORE, New Mexico Territory
2) FORT FILlMORE N.M./Dj C32
A second cover ( front only) has been reported used with a pair of S5

in Ma y, 1860.

FORT UNION, New Mexico Territory
Acco rd ing to Mr. C. C. Hart , the only F ort or New Mexico cover used

with an 1847 sta mp is illustrated in F igure 12. It is also illustrat ed in Ref # 65.
In referen ce # 66, Mr . H. J. Sulliva n gives addi tiona l inform ati on on th e

use of camels in the southwest.

FORT LELAND, Oregon Territory
Co rrection-It wa s stated on page 108 of th e Aug . 1970 issue of the

CHHONICLE that "no militar y pos t offices existed in Oregon Territory in 1859
( Oregon b ecam e a state on F eb. 14th of that year) , an d no covers from thi s
peri od have been rep orted". T his statement was incorrec t.

Fort L eland was estab lishe d on Mar ch 28, 1855 on Grave Creek, a tributarv
of th e Hogu e Hiver in southwest ern Oregon. It was named for Martha Lelan c!
Crowl ey, an emigra nt, who was buried on Gr ave Cre ek in 1846. The post,
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Figure 12 .

Sc 1847 stamp used from Washington City, D. C., Sept . 29 , 1851 , to Annapoli s , Md . Letter from Fort Union,
N. M., carried e ast to Wash ington in an army pouch and mailed ther e with the demon etized stamp. (Ex .
Sampson).

consisting ma inly of a tavern an d a stockad e, was gar risoned by th e Mounted
Oregon Volunteers during the Hogue River \Var of 1855-56, and ther eafter it
becam e a town.

On e marking is kno wn:

Diagram # 32 (no l tr aced )

1 ) FOHT LELAND OHEGON / D/DblC33 ( D iagram #32 )
Thi s ma rk ing was listed in Schedu le # A2, pa ge 27 USPM, and Mr. Tracy

\V. Simpson adv ises that two covers both used in 1856 were the basis of this
listing , but no fur th er information on th em can be locat ed at this time. We
wo uld very much like to have a Xero x print of either of these cover s.

FORT BRIDGER, Utah Territory
Mr . Simp son has also provided a record of severa l additional covers

wr itt en by Capt. Gove ( a Company Comma nder, 10th U.S. Infantry ) , which
together with severa l Fort covers previously rep or ted, provid es an int eresting
philatelic record of the movement of the Regiment to Uta h in 1857 :

LEXINGTON, Mo. Jun 26, 18.56 ( S2), Mt. Pleasant KT July 24 ( Ms on
S2 ), Marysvill e KT Jul y 30 ( Ms. on pair of S2 ), Fort Kearny Aug 9 ( Ms. on
pair of S2 ), Fort Kearney NT Aug 30 ( Ms. on S2 ) ; FORT LAHA~.HE NT Sep
10 and Fort Bridger Dec 1 ( Ms. on pair of S2, by the first mail out of Fort
Bridger aft er arri val of the expe dition in late Novemb er ).

1 ) Fort Bridger UT date, in manuscript.
Dl~ Chase's origin al not es on Utah Territory markings (copy also provid ed

by Mr. Simpson ) list four additional covers from the Gove corr esponde nce
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with thi s marking, three used wit h S3 and one with S5. Non e of these have
been su bseque ntly rep orted but it is assumed (and hoped ) that they are still
in philat elic hands.

CAMP FLOYD, Utah Territory
1) Camp Floyd UT date in manuscript.
Two ad dit ional covers have been reported used with S5, for a tot al of six

covers with thi s marki ng. In addition, Dr. Chase's notes record the existe nce of
three more covers from th e Porter correspondence , one used with a pair of
S2, one with S2, and one with S5.

2) CA MP FLOYD.U.T.jD/PAID 3/ C35
Dr. Chase records seven covers used with S5, primaril y from th e Porter

cor respondence, not rep orted during th is study. However , three of th e covers
wh ich were reported herein were not recorded b y Dr. Chase, making a tot al
of tw elve covers with this marking.

3) CAMP FLOYD U.T./D/C26
Dr. Chase records two covers used wi th S5 from the Porter correspondence

not previou sly reported for a total of eleven. The report in issue 19, page 2 of
the CHRONICLE showing 19 covers wit h Camp Floyd marking #3 is in error.
No stampless cove rs are included in these totals, although your editors have
seen three with marking # 2 and five with ma rking # 3.

CAMP SCOTT, Utah Territory
1) Ca mp Scott UT June 12 in manuscript.
The myster y cover illust rated in Figure 12, Nov., 1970 issue of the

CH RONICLE has been identified as a third Camp Scott cover by J. P. Burke,
David L. Jarr ett, Susan M. McDonald and ( upon restudy ) Tracy W . Simpson.
The postm aster was obviously very careless about crossing his T's.

Addendurn -cthe tabl e on page 154 of the Nov. 1970 issue should now read :

Covers reported By Dr. Chase This study

Fort Bridger # 1 Ms. 8 50
Fort Bridger #2 SL 4 5
Fort Bridger #3 CDS 3 4
Fo rt Churchill J\Js 2
Camp F loyd # 1 Ms 9 6
Camp F loyd #2 lar ge CDS 9 500

Camp F loyd #3 small CDS 11 9
Camp Scott Ms 2 3

· Incl nd cs o ne no t re por ted by Dr. Chase. for a tot a l o r nine.
· · Incl nd cs thrcc not re po rt ed by Dr. Chase, for a total or twel ve.

WASHINGTON TERRITORY
In his book (Hef. 67 ) Dr. Landis reports the estab lishme nt of a post office

a t Fort Colville ' V .T. on June 2, 1858; however, no covers of this per iod hav e
as yet been reported.

CONCLUSION
Your E di tors are qu ite sur prised at the apparent scarcity of Military covers

surviving from this decad e as compa red to the substantially larger number of
stam pless cove rs surviving from the Arm y posts in existence during the period
of th e Mexican 'War ( the forti es ) , and th e much greater number from the
Civ il War period ( Fort covers only ) . Ho wever , when we realize that th e regul ar
arm y was reduced from a peak of 21,686 offi cers and men in 1847 ( not includ ing
the Mili tia or Volunteers ) to 10,538 in 1851 and maintained at an average
stren gth of 14,028 officers and men until the outbreak of the Civil War ( Ref. 43 ) ,
this scarcity may become a bit more understandabl e.

This completes the study of Militar y Markings of the 1851-1861 period.
However, we will continue to rep ort new covers which may come to our at
tent ion , and th e con tinued coopera tion of our readers will be greatly ap
preciat ed in helping to make the record as complete as possibl e.
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Posta ge
6c
6c
?

3c
4c
?

4c
3c
3c
6c

SAVANNAH, GA. IIMAIL ROUTE" MARKINGS FOR IIWAYII LETTERS
ARTHUR H. BOND, R.A . 431

Simpson 's U.S. Postal Markings 1851-1861 in Schedule A-21, p. 82, lists and
illu strates a handstamped MAIL RO UTE marking 42 x 3)~ mm . applied at
Savannah , Ca., of whic h examples are very scarce. Since simila r markings are
also kno wn on stampless covers , it appears on p. 165 of Sampson's American
Stampless Cover Catalog ( 1965) along with th e three typ es of MAIL RO UTE
markings used 1827-30 at New York, Phil adelphia and Providen ce. The latter
were explaine d at len gth by this wr iter in an article in Postal Hist ory [ournol
of January 1968, in whi ch it was sta ted that th e Savannah markings are ob viously
in an entire ly di fferent ca tegory . At tha t tim e Mr. Henry A. Meyer gave us
th e records he had accumulate d as to cove rs b earing th e Savannah marking.
Since th en we have obtain ed some add itiona l dat a.

The known covers are listed as follows :
Date A dd ress

1 ) 1 Jun 1849 "Near Macon Ca."
2)? ?
3) 1851 Savann ah
4) 9 Mar 1852 Athens, C a.
5) 5 Ma y 1857 Provid en ce, R.I .
6) May 18.57 Providence, R.I.
7 ) ? Mari etta, Ca.
8) 6 Oct ? Mar ietta, Ca.
9 ) ? New York

10 ) ? Savan nah
Further info rmati on is ava ilable as follows :

1 ) L etter is writte n from "Isle of Wi ght, Liberty Co ." an d dated 30 Ma y 1849.
Bears SAVANNAHj"CEO." townmark an d handstamped "6" in a 15 mm .
circle , all in red. ( Lot =360 in R. A. Siegel Auction 6/25/69 )

2) Piece onl y; apparently showing th e same 6c handstamp.
3) & 6 ) Rep orted by Dr. Ca rro ll Chase in Th e 3c St alllp-1851-.57 Issu e ( Rev.

Ed. , p. 282 ) . Both in bl ack. Postage ra tes not stated, but presumably with
3c stamps and Savannah townmark. Size of ma rking is listed as 4 1)~ x 5 mm .,
which is probably an error , as several others of th e period are known to
measure 42 x 3~ mm,

4 ) E x-Stannard, as listed in R. A. Siegel Auction 1/12/61, Lot 284 : "SAVAN
NAH, C a./MAR/9/ 3 tying # 10 with SL MAIL RO UTE in black".

5 ) MAIL RO UTE in bl ack struck tw ice; # 11 tied by bl ack grid ; "D ue I" in
red crayon. (Lo t 361 in Siegel Auct ion 6/ 2.5/69 )

7 ) Illustrated in Th e U. S. 1c Stamp of 1851-57 ( Vol. n pp. 233 & 235 ) b y
Ashbrook. This had a 3c stamp ( now missin g ) , ticd with the SAVANNAB.
CEO/PAID postmark and two strikes of the MAIL RO UTE marking, one
tying a 1c 1851 stamp. Date is unknown .

8) E x-Moroni. Illustrated in U. S. Postal iVJarkings of 1851-61 ( p . 83 ) b y
Simpson . SAVANNAH,C EO./PAID postm ark on 3c Nesb itt, presumably in
black.

9 ) D escribed in th e Moroni Sale of 1956 ( Lot 880 ) as a Nes bit t # U8 cover
postmark ed SAVANNAH in black with PAID and SL MAIL RO UTE.

10) E x-Meyer. F ront only. No further information , may be stampless.
It will b e noted th at items # 1( 1849 ) , #5 ( 1857 ) and # 7 definitely indicate

th e imposition of a 1c fee add itional to the current postage ra te . Item s # 4 ( 1852) ,
#8 and # 9 ( bo th 1853 or later ) show no such addition. Information is insuf
ficient to classify items #2, 3 and 10.

In his ana lysis of item #7 Mr. Ashbroo k interprets the 1c addition as a
"Way" char ge, representing th e 1c paid by the Savanna h postmaster on receipt
of th e letter in transit. On thi s cover the fee was prep aid by th e sender with a
1c stamp. On item # 1, with no pr epayment, the Gc handstamp used was that
normally applied to Ship Letters for deliver y a t the port of arr ival, which
happen ed to fit th e "Way" ra te. At th is dat e the normal rate for a Ship Letter
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( received from a non- contract vessel ) to Macon would have been 7c. On item
# 5, carryin g onl y a 3c stamp, the postmaster apparently endorsed the letter
"Due 1" in crayon to insure reimbursement for the Ic paid to the captain.

The variations in the pro cedure of handling "W ay' letters are set forth in
Schedule A-17, pa ge 70, of Simpson 's U. S. Postal Markings 1851-61. Th e Savan
nah procedure is inter esting as illu strating seve ra l of th ese variations, viz.:

a ) Collection of fee from addressee during th e stampless period.
b ) Pr ep ayment of fee by stamps.
c) Coll ection of fee from addressee in 1857 regardless of 1857 P.L. & R.

elimina ting the "Way" surcharge.
d ) Forwarding normal prepaid letters without surcharge wh ere the captain,

presumab ly, did not insist on receivin g his fee. An additional variation is
introduced , it will be noted , in th at th ese letters we re marked MAIL ROUTE,
while th e usual procedure did not call for a "W ay" marking on such letters.
To substantiate th e prob ability th at th e Savannah MAIL ROUTE bore th e

cha racter of a waterways "W ay" ma rking the write r examined some old news 
papers in the Savannah Public Library. In this sea rch th e heading "Isle of Wight,
Liberty Co." on item # 1 was most helpful. The Isle of Wi ght is a sma ll "island"
in the great marsh area along the Midway River , which discharges near th e
North end of St. Catherines Island, about midway between Savannah and D ar
ien . This is one of many large islands, form erl y occupied by prosperous planta
tions growing rice and long staple cotton, which shi eld the present Intracoastal
wa terwav.

In tile Savanna h Georg ian for 3 January 1849 and subsequently we find th e
followin g adv ertisements :

U.S. MAIL STEAM PACKET LI NE-Daily between Savannah and
Charles ton via Hilton Head and Beaufort-inland 73 of the way .
METAMOHA-WILLIAM SEABROOK- GENEH.AL CLINCH- JASPER
Leave Savannah eve ry evening and Charleston every morning through 
out the year.
U.S. STEA~vI PAC KET LI NE-Semi -weekly between Savannah and
Palatka, Fl a. via Darien, Brunswick & St. Mary's Ga .; Jacksonville,
Black Creek and Picolata, Fl a. In connection with th e Cha rleston D aily
Mail Steam Packets of Savannah. th e mail steamer "Sarah Spa lding"
from Palatka to Lake Monroe; the mail stage from Black Creek via
Newna nsv ille, Alligator, Mineral Springs and Columbus to Tallahassee,
and from Picolat a to St. Augustine .

OCMvIU LGE E-WILLIMvI GASTON - ST. MATTHEWS
Brooks & Tupper , Agents ( for both lines )

This establishe s the fact th at there were in thi s period contract mail stea mers
serv ing the coas tal areas above and below Savannah , which undoubtedly con 
sti tuted the ~vIA I L RO UT E referred to in th e marking.

Other adver tisements in thi s paper are of int erest :
NE W YORK & SAVANNAH LI NE OF STEAMSHIPS

The new and splen did Steamship CHEROKEE ( Lyo ns, master )
sailing to-d ay at 3 P.M. (alternate Wednesdays ). The second steame r
for the line, th e T E NNESSEE, is launched and will be ready in the
Spring.
No tice-The letter bag of th e CHEHOKE E for New York will close at
the office of the Agents thi s aft ernoon at 2 P.M .

Padelford & F ay, Age nts
U.S. MAIL STE AM LINE -Between Charleston and Havana, via
Savannah and Key "Vest. Splendid new stea mship ISABEL ( 1000
tons ) will leave Cha rles ton the 1st and 15th of every month.
The writer endeav ors to maintain a complete record of all covers bearing

hand stamped MAIL HOUT E markings, both of Sava nnah and of the earlier
peri od . It will be appreciated if th e owners or others having information on thi s
subject unrecorded in the ab ove articles will communicate the same , addressing
Arthur H. Bond, P. O. Box 625, Casselberry, Fl a. 32707.
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THE ROADRUNNER

Can anyon e identify this monster , submitted by Mr. James R. Kesterson?
It is struc k in bla ck as an oblitera tor on a 3c Nesbitt enve lope. There is no
townmark on the cover .

NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. SMAlLS
Referen ces to lJS PM in the Ch ro nicle refer to Soc le ty-s po nsored book. U . S. Postal Ma rkill !!,s

Il IUI R elat ed M ail Se rvices by "l 'rac y W, Sim pson

Illust rat ion
No.

:\

H

US PM D escri pt ion
Schedule ( D im l'llsi oJlS i ll m illimeters ]

A·2 .\1 ichigall
MA CKI NAC /I> KI 7·2:iY2

Struck in red

A ·2 Nell' York
!'OKEEP SI E N .Y./ I>/5 CTS

(T own name mi ssp e lled o r ab o
brevia ted . Used in co n nec tion with
a "FO R WA R DE D 5" ra te. See
A·27 (a» .

Used R eported
W i l h II )'

S2 G . ./ . Beruadt

S') I.. R . Cam p be ll

c A·2 Texas
~IT PL EASAN T /I> / TEXAS

K2·33.
Struc k in claret

3c Nes bi u G . ./ . Bernadt

D

E

Not illustrated

.-\·2

:\ ·2

.-\-7

/' er mo ll l
IIART FORD /D /VT . K4·24

I\'isronsi II

W IO T A/D /Wis. K1·29 Y2
St ruck in claret

1" '11 nsylua II i ll

Line Mills C·3 1

S5

52

S"

G . ./ . Bernadt

G . .J. Beruad :

G . ./. lsemadr

F A·8 (a) H0 5TO :-': /D? /I'AID C·30
See tex t.

l c, T y. IV. L. I.. Downing
Im pe rfora te

G .-\·1 3 Man 'land
Gra illsv illc L14 ·20x 20 (ap p ro x .) S2 G . ./ . Bernadt

Ii ;\· 14 (c) Sta te U rule te rm ine d
~f l l -en circled "3 " struc k in bl ack

A·27 (a) FO R W AR DE D -l-lx-! Pou ghkeepsie ,
:-':.Y . with m ss. 5.

SI

52

S. Hines

I.. R . Ca mpbe ll

A ·27 (e) ReJ:: (p resu ma b ly a registe red mark 
inJ::)
S I 14Y2x5. Lewi stown , Pa , !Ic Nesbitt C . .J. Bcrn ad t
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· NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH
THE U. S. MAILS

(!4~
8

'- '7
:I HOY .~

.....'
"~U!tc -

*'.::J

E
f

FO RWARDED
x

..

BOSTON PAID

Mr. Lester L. Downing reports a Boston PAID townmark ( Illustration F )
which does not appear in the Blake book. He says it is ", . . a variation of
BPM #605 in that th e figure 2 is above th e month and the figur e 8 is below the
month. It is on a circular from Boston headed March 1, 1856, going to Sidney,
Maine. I think th e 2 is correct as the day of the month, the circular being
headed March 1. I have no idea why the 8. I do not believe that the date was
Mar~~ 28. It may have been used instead of a blank to fill in the slot for the
da te.
ANTHONY, W. T.
Mr. Phill ip E. Baker has submitte d a cover bear ing S2 with a Mss. "An

thon y, W . T./July 16." Th e stamp is also pen cance lled. The cover is addressed
to Suffield , Conn. Does anyone kno w the meaning of "W. T."? Mr. Baker thinks
it may stand for West Texas. .
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GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE A ND SHARE YOUR EXPERTI SE WITH YOUR SEC

TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAI NS FOR YOUR INFOR

MATION IS, REAllY, BASED ON A VARIATION OF THE "GOLDEN RULE."
NEW EARLY DATE
Mr. Stanley M. Piller reports a new early dat e for Plate 27. It is an off-cover

copy (5 IL27) showing the imprint and plate number "7P.", used from New
York Cit y. So many new ea rly dates have been reported in the past few yea rs
that we plan to run a complete up-to-dat e listing in a forthcoming issue.
CORRECTION
Mr. D avid L. Jarrett points out a typographica l err or that appeared in

our report on a DE NVER, K. T . cove r. Ther e we stated that Kansas became a
sta te on January 20, 1861. The date should be Januar y 29.
THE KELLEY'S ISLAND, OHIO, POSTMARK-CORNER CARD
R. B. GRAHAM

The Put-In Bay area of Lake Erie has always had a resort atmosphere during
the summer months, and during the 19th century , it was to wealthy westerners
about what Newport was to thos e in the east.

In the years prior to the Civil 'War , the Island House was the de luxe hot el on
Kelley's Island. The 1859 list of postoffices gives the name of William Webb as
Kelley's Island postmaster . We have no idea whe ther Webb was th e postm aster
duri ng the early part of the 1850's. In an y case, it is prob able that the postoffice
was in the Island House or close by. At thi s tim e, the postmaster did not have a
norm al cancelling device, but used envelopes with a corner card map of Kelley's
Island, appar ently available in the Island Hou se or from the postmaster , as a
datestamp. In other words, the map corner card had a blank printed line below
the legend "Kelley's Island. The postm aster simply wrote in the month and day.
in this case, April 9, on the blank line. He also pen canceled th e stamp by writ
ing the same day date on the stamp- in this case, "9". All of the three or four
covers from Kelley's Island seen by th e writer sent during this period are handled
in this manner . In the event someone used a plain envelope , we suppose the post
master would have writte n the postoffice nam e in manuscript. Or did the post
mas ter sell the envelopes with the stamps already affixed?
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
As mig ht be guessed, there we re some interest ing comme nts resulting from

the Peri od E ditor's comme nts in Chronicle No. 69, conce rn ing auction descrip
tions. Mr. James R. Hopkins wrote to sta te that the U.S. No. 76a stamps noted
in our par agraphs had been purch ased by him. He also advised that th e descrip 
tion had actua lly b een in error, and the marking on the stamp so describ ed
was not a Banks Di vision markin g but ra the r read "BANK." He sent th e stamp
along, which is an extreme ly fine cop y with a vivid red marking reading as he
sta te d. Since the marking is undoubtedl y that of a bank and is therefore almos t
certa inly a revenue usage of a U.S. postage stamp, we definitely did not recom
mend that Mr . Hopkins return th e stamp as misdescribed. Although the 5c
values of the U.S. internal revenue series of th e Civil War era ar e probably
about as common as any valu es, we don 't eve r recoll ect see ing this particular
value of the regular issue used for revenue purposes before.

Mr. Royden H. Lounsbury adv ises us of an extension of the dat e of use
black Columbus squar e grid killer by sending a Xero x of a cover with the stamp
so ca nce lled, and with a Columbus c.d.s. of Jan. 8. In addition, there is a Xerox
copy of th e enclose d letter , which is clearl y dat ed Jan y 6, 1862. If this date is
correct, then ther e is either concur rent use with the blu e grid killer , or a shift
from blue to black and back to blue within a per iod of a week or so. Another
possibility is that th e writer of the origina l letter misdated th e yea r as 1862 whe n
he should have written 1863. This is very easy to do during the first week or so
of a new year. However , fur ther evide nce could clea r this up. Does anyo ne own
ano ther Columbus grid with a Columbus yea r date of Jan . 8, 1862 or 1863 in
either blue or black?

Both Mrs . Susan M. McDo na ld and Mr. Lester L. Down ing wrot e to correc t
the comme nt made by the Period Editor on page 32 of Chronicle 1 o. 69 con
cerning the correct ra te to Halifax, Nova Scot ia. The rate was 5c rather than
lOc as sta te d by the Period Editor. This 5c rat e prepaid only to Halifax and
any inland postage beyond that point was collec t.

Both Mrs. McDonald and Mr. Do wning also verified the fact that the
Cuna rd liner Arabia sailed from Boston on Aug. 21, 1861, whi ch was a W ednes
day th at year and was a normal sai ling day. The Arabia sailed from Boston on
Augus t 20, 1862 and August 19, 1863, so these are further verifica tions that the
Aug. 21 dat e on Mr. Her zog's sta mp, as mentioned in the article in Chronicle
No. 69, is an early date of usage.

Mr . Paul J. Wolf has sent us several photos of Black Jack cove rs of int erest.
One is a lOc rate to Mexico, pr epaid by a 3c entire, No. U59, a 5c grilled, Scott's
No. 95, and a grilled Black Jack , Scot t's No. 93. The cover bears a large manu
scrip t "62", whi ch neither the Period Editor nor Mr . W olf have figured out.
Addressed to San Lu is Potosi, Mexico, the cove r also bears a black "2" which
is probably the collect Mexican internal postage. Affirmation of thi s idea or
corrective data would be appreciate d. .

Mr. Wolf also submitted a cove r bearing a 15c rate which is addressed to
France and marked "IN SUF FICIENT LY PAID" whi ch is verified by the French
du e ma rking of "16" which meant that all po stage was du e in France on this
doubl e ra te cover . Unfor tuna te ly, under the terms of th e U.S.-Fre nch postal
treaty, part ial payments were not recognized. The stamps are a grilled Black
Jack, a 3c grill and a lOc, all having the "E" grill.
ON CARING FOR STAMPS AND COVERS
Mr. Bru ce C. Harding, Chief , Archives Bran ch, Feder al Records Center

of the General Ser vices Administration, at Chi cago, was the speaker at the
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Classics Society meeting at Garfield Perry Stamp Club in Cleveland in 1969.
Mr. Harding spoke regarding care of paper documents and mat erials in archives,
and th ere were several request s afterward that his talk be made a matter of
permanent reference. Since Mr. Harding wa s then moving to Chi ca go to assum e
the position he presently holds, his tim e was limited th en, but he has recently
prepared a copy of his talk for our use. Applicable to all our periods, and othe rs
not covered by th e pr esent day Chronicle Mr. Harding's talk is herewith pre
sented as a matter of permanent record.
"SOME OBSERVAliONS AND COMMENTS ON
PAPER REPAIR AND PRESERVATION"

BRUCE C. HARDING

1 hav e divided my remarks into three ge neral areas ; th e causes of paper
det erioration, th e control of paper det erioration and th e rep air and restoration
of paper.

The most important cau se of paper det erioration is th e acidity of the pap er
itself. Most of you collect items produced prior to 1870 and th ey are usually low
acid in conte nt because of th e manufacturing techniques used prior to that tim e.
When paper mills began using old ra gs and producin g wool pulp paper , the use
of acids and other chemicals cause d th e paper to be acidic. However , there is
a wood pulp paper on th e market today th at is nearly acid free. On e trade nam e
is "Pe rmalife" and it is manufactured by th e Standard Manufacturing Company
of Richmond, Virginia. Ask your paper supplier for a product with a Ph level
of about five and you will b e safe. Not all 100% ra g paper is acid neutral. I
would encourage all of you to use mounting paper , album sheets , etc . that is
acid free.

The second cause of paper deterioration is air pollution. Most of us live in
areas in which th e air contains sulphur dioxide, ammonia, and other contam
inators. Except for air filtration and conditioning systems, there is littl e which
can be don e. Most archi ves , libraries, and mus eums are including th ese items
in their buildings and if you can provid e thi s protection for your materials, so
mu ch th e better!

By having central air conditioning, th e problems of temperature and hu 
midity can also be solved . The ideal conditions for paper storage, and still meet
human comfort levels , are 68°·70°F with 45%-.50% relative humidity. High tem 
peratures and high humidity wh en combined with acidic paper and/or air pollu
tion cause th e paper to deteriorate more rapidly. Th erefore, it is esse ntial that
paper be kept in an area that is not hot and humid.

Other cause s of paper det erioration are light, ver min, ink, and imp rop er
repair techniques. Paper mat erials should never be exposed to direct sun light as
it will cause fading and brittleness. If you exhib it material make sure it is not
in th e sun. Len gthy exposure to fluorescent lights should also be avoide d. Do not
use pressure sensitive tapes to mend your do cuments.

Most c-ruses of paper det erioration are eithe r built into th e product during
manufacture or th e expense of contro lling th em is beyond the ability of most
collectors. A~ cted above. th e use of ac id free pap er wh enever possibl e is
recommended. Ther e are file folders and storage boxes available which are made
of acid free paper. On e source is th e Hollinger Corporation of Arling ton, Vir 
~inia . Another is Pohlig Brothers , Inc. of Richmond, Virginia. Both will send
brochures and price lists on their product s upon request .

By cleaning your materials you ca n reduce the risk of vermin attack. A
hand vacuum cleaner and a soft eraser or a non-crumbly type wallpaper clean er
will remove most of the accumulation of dirt. Fumigation is a desirable ste p
for items wh ich have been stored in areas wh ere insect egg and/or mold growth
was possibl e. Some commercial esta b lishme nts will coope ra te with you, but a
relatively simple and effec tive method is to pla ce a tray containing three parts
of ethy lene dichloride and one part of carbon tet in th e bottom of a metal
containe r. Pla ce the items to be .tr eated on a scree n above th e trav of chemica ls
and seal th e container . After two weeks most eggs and larvae of winged insects



will be killed . When using chemicals make sure your ventilation is adequate to
avoid being overcome by fum es and wash your hands imm ediately afterward.

Those who reside near a major archives, lib rary or museum should inquire
as to its willingness to render advice and aid in the area of paper pr eservation.
Man y of you are from Ohi o. Th e Ohio Historical Society is completing a 10
million dollar building in Columbus which is to ha ve a restorat ion lab. I would
encourage you to wr ite to Dan Porter, the Society's Director, and determine wha t
services can be obtained when thi s facilit y is ope ra tional. Th e sta tes of Mar y
land, Delaw are, Pennsylvani a, Virginia , New Jersey, Nor th Carolina, Georgia,
Illinois, Minneso ta, Washington and California all have some typ e of fumiga tion
and/or rep air lab as a part of the sta te ar chives, historical society, or sta te lib rary.
Most sta tes ha ve someo ne who can advise vou at least .

To help read fad ed ink, you can use ' a "black light" flashli ght. One I am
acquainted with is ca lled "Light Mite" manufactured by Sticker and Yale Inc.,
Marblehead, Massachu setts. It costs about $26.00. A 2% solution of tannic acid
will also help restore fade d ink. For further details on fad ed inks, read the
National Bureau of Standard s publicat ion Circulator C-426 (1940) and the
Abstract Review, Sept. , 1958 has an article entitled "T he Restoration of Fad ed
Ink writing." The Institute of Book Pathology in Rome, Italy has also done work
on th is problem. .

To reduce the damage of ult raviolet light in direct sunlight and fluorescent
bulbs, use a sheet of yellow plexiglas s over the document on display. Also, you
can make tubing from the plexiglass and slip the fluorescent lights into them .
Write to Rohm and Haas Compan y in Phil adelphia and ask for th eir Bulletin
PL-612 ( 1963) or la ter revision of it.

Humidity can be controlled to some exten t by th e use of portabl e mec ha n
ical equipme nt as well as a centra l system of air conditioning and hum idity
controls. A somewh at less satisfac tory method is the use of silica gel bags. Seven
pounds will tak e care of ab out 1,000 cubic feet. Most major lib raries will have
the New Jersey Library Bulletin whi ch has an article on mild ew con trol in Vol
ume 13, pa ges 123-29.

Two orga nizations having publications on the me thods of protecting and
salvaging fire damaged records are the Fed eral Fire Council of the Genera l
Services Administra tion in Washington , D. C. and the National Fire Protection
Associa tion, Boston, Mass, Your local fire dep ar tment will probably have some
one who can explain the various types of fire extinguishers and their uses. It is
also a good idea to tell the local fire house that would serve your area that you
have a collection of items th at can be damaged by excessive use of hoses. Th ey
may use caution in fighting a fire in your hom e or use a che mical or spray
rather than high pressure hoses if they know th e collec tions exist.

Th e first step in rep air and restoration is to clean the item. As mentioned
above , a soft eraser and non- crumbly type wallpaper clean er are both useful.
Thos e items having non-soluble inks may be washed in tepid wa ter with deter
gent and a little bleach adde d. An old shavi ng brush is useful in this pro cess.
For mor e stubborn stains and grease, the following solvents may be used :

Acetone : Plastic adhes ives, Duco cement, Lacquer
Alcohol: She llac, Varnish, Paint
Ben zene and tolu ene mixture: Rubber cement, wax
Chloruthene Nu and ben zen e mixture: Oils, Fats
Exe rc ise caution when using any solvent as many are toxic. Wo rk in a we ll

ventilated room and wash your hands after the job is completed.
To flatten folde d items, you must insert enoug h moisture to avo id breaking

the pap er . Two methods are to place the docum ents between white blotters and
wet them and place the pile under pressure for seve ral hours . Another is to use
a stea m iron or mangle on a very low sett ing .

If your collection contains items mad e of high acid pap er or have been
dam aged by vermin or fire, you should conside r lamination or silking . The
Barrow Lab at the Virgin ia State Library in Richmond and the Arbee Com pa ny
in Bernardsville, N. J. both work for indi viduals. Some sta te archives an d/or
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histo rica l societies have lab s and may be willing to do a limited amount of work.
Below is , a listing of basic rea dings for ,thos e who wish to gain more

detailed information on the preservation, repair and restoration of paper :

I. Books, Bulletins and Pamphlets
Armitage, F. D. Th e Calise of M ildew a" Book s an d M ethods of Prcs eru ation. London . Prin t ing

and Allied Trades R esea rch Association . 1949. Bulle t in No.8.
Barrow, Will iam J. Manu scripts aud Documents: T heir Det erioration a"d R estorat ion. Char

lo tt esvill e , Virgin ia , U n ive rsity of Virginia Press. 1955 . Ext e nsive deta il on in ks.
Greathouse, G . A. a nd \ Vcssel. C. J. Det eri ora t ion of Mat erial s: CII IIS/'S a"li Preventive T ech 

n iques. New York . Rein hold Pub lish ing Corporation 1954.
Langwell , \ Vill ian'l E. T il" Co nseruntion of Book s m,d Doru ments. London , Pitma n. 1957.
:\!inogue, Ad ela ide E. T he N e/ JII ;'- and Prrserua ti on of R ecords , Bullet ins o f Na tion al Arch ives,

No . 5. \ \'ashingt on : Na t ional Archi ves. 1943.
Plcx iglass Ultravio let Fill,., i"g Formu lntion , Ph iladclp h ia . Rohm a nd H aas Comp any. 19fi3,

Bullcrin PI. fi12.
Protect ing th e Library I/I,d 11,\ R esou rr rs : A Gu ide 10 I' h )'siCIII Prot ection and I ns llmnee. Ame ri

ca n Library Associat iou , Library T echnology Publica t ion No.7. 19fi7.
Prot ect io n of R ecords. Boston , National Fire Prot ection Association, 1970. Bulletin 232.
Waters, Ca mp be ll E. I nks. Was hi ng to n, Govern me n t Pri n ting Office, 1940. National Bu reau of

Sta ndards Circu lar C 42G. Sect ion on rcs to ration of fad cd in ks.
Wel'f~er , Howard Ward , and Sm it h , R ich ard D. Deteriorat ion a1/1/ Prcseru at ion of Library M a

terials. Ch icago. U . of Chicago Pre ss, 1970.
Ya hrova, R . R. " Instructions for Rem oval of In k Stai ns a nd Sta m p ing In k Sta ins fro m Paper "

Collecti on of M alerial s 0" IIu' Preservatio n of Lib rary R esou rces, Mo scow . 1958 . Tra ns lat ed
by U. S. Dep a rt men t of Com me rce , O lf ice of T echnica l Serv ices . Springfield, Virginia , 1964 .

II. Periodicals
Almy, L. H . " R esto ra t ion of Faded Ink Writings" A bstract R evieu: Sep tem be r, 1958.
Arch er , H . R ich ard . " Disp lay a nd Ex h ibit C 'lSCS" Lib rary T ren ds 13:474-80 , 1965.
Banks. Paul :" . " Pa pe r Clea n ing " R estau rutor, I :52-fi6. 1969 .
Barr, P. " Mild ew in Lihraries-c-Prevent iou and T'reanueut " Nell ' Jersey Library Bulletin,

13: I~3 -29 . 1945.
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NOTES CONCERNING PLATE "c"
Items I , 2 and 3 \~hich are all on the same cover are more items of our

Chicago initialed postmark story. These are part ofa group of items sent us by
Mr. Theron Wierenga.

Item 7 is also shown in USMP, as is noted, but with the considerable
scarcity of that work, as compa red to today's size of our Society , we believe that
such items should be shown where applicable to the 1861 period.

Th e items from No. 14 on are all from the area that is now West Virginia.
Many of these were from covers mailed before that state was separated from
Virgini a, but it was not unusual for towns in West Virginia to be still usin g the
old handstamp for at least a couple years aft er sta tehood. Further of these Vir
ginia-West Virginia covers and markings will be illustrated in future issues.

PLATE "c"
On Scott

It em Description N u m ber
I. W EST BR A NCH P. O ., in gray blue, on cove r with item s

Nos . 2 and 3.
2. C H ICAGO / R .A./ OCT / 26/III. , o n cover with item s Nos .

I a nd 3, all in gray blue. Cover ad d ressed to Tecu mse h,
Mich .

3. Co rk kill er , in blue gray, acco m pa nyi ng a bove. 6ii
-l . I'AID in bl ack, on cover from Greenville, Mich . (Listed in

Lin~. ~

:; . BURR OAK /Mich ., in blue , wi th No.6., on cover to
lII in ois. Cover is patriotic, Walcott type 2364 . 65

Ii. PAID in rect angular box, in blue , o n same cove r as ite m"'0. 5. Ties stam p . ' No t list ed in Linn, T he Pai d Ma rk 
ings 0 11 th e Jc U .S. Sla m /) of 1861, a lthough a simi lar ma rk -
ing is listed for Na po leo n, Ohio. 6:;

7. H AOD AM , CT / Dat e., in fancy box. Same m ark ing listed
o n 1857 sta m ps, in Sche d u le A-I of Sim pso n , U .S.P.M. 6ii

H. Loudon Ridge, N .H ./ d a te . In b lack , with sta mp ti ed by
" Pa id ." Also see Chronicle No . 62, pages 70-71. li5

9. FO R WA R DE D. a nd D U E 3 CTS, both in oval s, st ruc k
one above another (p ro ba b ly separa te in strumen ts). Used
from Pat erson , N.J ., in 1862. 65

10. MI SSENT / AND / FORWARD ED , in fancy boxes a nd a rc,
used from Fra nkfor t, Ky., 1867. 6ii

II . NE WTON / MASS.. in ova l. Used in April a nd May (yea r
unknown) - two report s. li5

12. PASSAI C / N J , in ova l. 91
13. BA N NACK CITY / OYD / MONTANA, wit h ta rge t kill er

tyin g sta m p , on cove r to Onondaga Cou n ty, Ne w York.
. Sep t. 22, 1865. li5

14. Harpers Ferrv , Va ., in M/ S, tyin g 3c 1857 sta m p. on fla g
pa tri otic. 2(i

15. MARTI NSB URGH /D /W.V., in blue , with duplexed target
kill er, on cover to Bucyrus, Oh io. (F,

16. FO RT C RA IG / Ms D / N.M., on so ld iers let ter to Ca li 
forn ia . Endorsed by 1st Lt. of ls t Ca li fornia Vols as soldiers
le tt e r. Sen t via Denver Ci ty, " Due 10." No ne

17. FETTE R MAN , VA o n patriotic (W a lcott not list ed ) " O u r
Ar my a nd Na vy Forever " in red and blue ; addressed to
O swego , N.Y. liii

18. C LA R KSBU RG / D i \ " .V., with duplexed ta rget killer tyin g
stam p , on pa tr iotic cover (W a lco tt No . (34), ad d resse d
to Ne w York. 65

19. IH JCKH AN NO N /D /W.VA., ad d resse d to Nas hv ille, T enn.
sta m p m issing, or sent unpaid . . (P hoto sen t by th e lat e
H en ry A. Meyer ) .

20. KANAWH A, C.H ./ DYD/VA. , (now Char lesto n, W .Va.) ,
o n sold ier 's letter, to Wat er ford , Pa ., wit h M / S " Due 3."
Dated 1864.

21. G UYANDO TTE / D/ W .VA., written from Barboursvill e,
W .Va., by a member of th e l -llst O hio Volunteers. Ad -
d ressed to Athe ns Co u n ty, O h io July, 1864. Ii:;

2'2. KANAWH A C.H ./ D /Va ., on cover with patriotic edged
back , t ics 3c 1861 stam p on letter to Cha mpai gn Co .,
Ohio, June 20, 1862. Ii:;

2~1. Gra nv ille , W .Va ., M / S, on cove r to Tyler Co ., W .Va ., with
pen cance lled sta m p . Probably im me d ia te post -war. 65

Subm itted
By

T heron \\'i ere nlla

T heron W ieren ga
Theron Wi erenga

T he ro n \\' ierenga

T hero n Wi eren lla

T heron \\'ieren ga

C. E. Taft

Da ve Ja rrett

Arthur H . Bond

Arthur H . Bond
Dave J a rrett
David Skowland
David Sko wla nd

George .J. Bcrn ad t

Le n. Pers son

N. L. Per sson

N. L. Persson

D. Scott Ga llag her

H . A. Meyer

N. L. Pe rsson

S. O. Ga lla ghe r

S. D. Ca llag hc r

N. L. Persson
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FANCY CANCELS - PLATE IIA"
The first ten fancy whittlings in Plate "A" are mostly not identified as to

town of origin. These wer e in a collection of fancy cancels in the hands of Mrs.
Josie Stultz some months ago . Id entification of any would be appreciated .
H owever, th ey have been checked against Herst-Sampson, with negative results,
even though som e markings similar, but not identical to some of these were
not ed. Or , ma yb e we simply didn't find them . Sometimes a marking may be
identified therein as a bee and we call it an insect or there mav be some oth er
reason we don't look in the right place. Whi ch is the real problem is cataloging
fancy killers.

'Has an yone see n other examples of the duplexed cork grid of Washin gton
D. C. shown as TO. 13? Further reports ar e also desired for the rather unusual
Washing ton kill er sho wn as No. 18. Three of these have been reported, two with
Aug ust, 1862 dat es and th e other on a patriotic ( reported by Mr. \Villiam R.
\Viess, [r., not th e same, but similar to Walcott No. 638 ) with mat ching sta
tioner y, both inscribed "27th Regiment New Jersey Volunteers Co. Mindil .' The
enclosed letter is datelined "Camp two miles from Washington, Oct. 30, 1862."
The Washington marking (Taylor No. 46, - see Chronicle No. 52, page No. 84 )
is dat ed Nov. 1, 1862. The August 17 date is addresse d to Maine, but there is no
evide nce of origin. The other Augu st date is of Augu st 21, 1862 and th e cork
killer just ties the sta mp. Figure 1 shows what the Washington datestamp ties.

T his is a label, black on green paper , and is apparently a military carrier. Elliott
Perry not ed thi s item in Pat Paragraphs No. 35, on pa ges 1012 and 1013. As
Perry noted, th e 126th Pennsylvania was enca mped in the vicinity of \Vashin gton
at that tim e. Mr. Perry requested further information. As a result of the listing,
another cove r was reported, this bearing the date of August 22, 1862. No oth er
information about the cover was rep ort ed .

From our records, we learn that the 126th Pennsylvania was organi zed at
Harrisburg in Augu st , 1862, departing for \Vashin gton on August 15, 1862. They
were on duty in the defen ces of \Vashington until September 12, wh en they
were transferred to Sharpsburg, Md. They were mustered out in May of 1863.

Union regiments in the vicinity of W ashin gton received their mail through
th e Washington post office- this was also tru e of regiments a great deal further
awav than wa s th e 126th Pennsvlvania. Gen erall v, all mail coll ections were
handled at the company and battalion levels by ' a "reg imental post boy" or
"postmaste r" at regimental headquarters, whose duty it was to collec t and dis 
tribute mail. He took it along to higher headquarters, or, when a regim ent was
on detach ed duty, could pick up and deliver regimental mail to the Washin gton
( or othe r ) post office . \Vhat would be more natural for the postmaster of a
newly arrived regiment than to have his own carrier sta mp printed up ? And , we
imagine that if a fee was involved, the military authorities suppressed the lab els
ra ther speedily. And if no fee was involved , then why the labels?
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Does an yone else hav e a cover with the 126th Pennsylvania Car rier stamp?
Th e cork killer illustrated as No. 18 also apparently was not in use very long,

either. Reports of other dates of usage, with origin, such as regiment, etc., would
be appreciated. Th ere is another stor y connected with thi s killer to be unravelled,
and it will be pr esented by Mr. Weiss in a future issue of th e Chronicle.
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w. Borncfeld

Persson

~ I rs . J osephine Stu lrz
Mrs. Joseph in e Stu lt z
Mrs. J osephine Stu lt z

G ra ham

Henry Spel ma n

G ra ha m

Philip E. Bak e r
Gra ha m

Ga lla gher

Submitt ed bv
~[ rs . J osep h ine Stu ltz
~[ rs . J oseph in e Stu lt z
M rs, J oseph in e Stu lt z
~Irs . J oseph in e SWil ,

Ga llag her

G ra ham

~[ rs. J osep hi ne St u ltz
M rs, J osep h in e SWil l.
Mrs . J osep hine St u ltz
G ra ham
Do u gl as 1 .1.'1.'

G ra ha m
w. Bornefeld
W. Bornefeld
W . Borncfeld

6.'1

65

6:";

65
6t.

65

65
li.'l
65
li:i

Ii"

6"
65
6"

pai r 75.

PLATE A - FANCY CANCELS
all Scott
Number

6"
6"
6"
6"

Figure 2

Item 24 of Plate "A" is of int er est. The marking is probably the postmaster 's
sea l from Washingt on , N.C., (an "occupation" town ) and the entire cover is
show n in Fi gure 2. Why the seal?

lt em Descript ion
I. l n sect , in bl ack . Town not kno wn .
2. Insect. in bl ack . Town not kn own .
3. In sect . in bl ack . Town not kn own.
.1. Masonic em b le m, in bl ack . T own not kn own.
5. Crossed swo rd s (?) and "U.S." in sh ie ld . In bl ack . T own

not known.
6. Sku ll and crossbo nes, in bl ack. Town not kn own .
7. Pumpkin fa ce. Bla ck . Town not kn own .
R. Six po in ted sta r . in circle. in bl ack. Probably duplexed

with Ne w Yo rk c.d .s.
!I. U .S. in relie f. Town no t kno wn .

10. Sku ll a nd crossbo nes . Black. T ow n not kno wn .
II. Four poin ted s ta r. Black. Kell ey 's Island. O h io.
12. H eart grid. b lack. Ca iro . Ill .
13. " Wa ffle " g ri d, in ci rcle. Black . On pa trio t ic, W alco t t 234 1.

Duplexed .
14. "'U .S.A."' a nd o rna me n ts. in circle . Black. Town no t kn o wn .
15. "'1'.:\ ."' in bl ack . Town no t kn own.
16. "'A" in sh ie ld. Bla ck . Town no t known .
17. What is it ? Owne r suggests Ch ine se sym bo l, Black . Town

not known.
Ill. Bla ck geometri c, used from Washington . D.C.. Augus t 17.

IR62. See tex t.
19. Black geomet ric, d u p lex ed, u sed from New Bern (e) ,

N. C., IR6·1.
211. Black di agon al g ri d k ill e r , wi th la rge ro u nd h an d made

m a rk in g o n co ve r fro m Beaufort , S.C.; enclos ed lette r d a ted
J an . 29 , 1863.

2 1. Fa ncy hl ack sta r in ci rcle. T h is is listed in USP :\I a nd
e lse whe re : co ver co n fi rm s o rig in as Un io n Sp r ings, New
York .

22 . Black wa ffle grid. o n co ve r fro m Fa irf ax C.H. , Va ., in IR67.
23. Mobile , A la . duplex with o ld kil le r ; is thi s " B" o r "'R" or

so meth ing e lse . On patriotic in bl ack (sim ila r to Wa lcott
23 .'16) wit h printed address a nd printed " (So ld ie r 's Letter).

24. Black mouogram m ed m arking o n co ver with U.S.SH IP ! 3
C ts: ad d ressed to Boston ; see tex t.

2t,. Bla ck two r in g target k ill e r ; used July I R63 fro m " 'arner ·
vil le , i' .Y. o n cover to Ca nad a .

21i. Col u m h us sq ua re gr id : fo u nd in bl ack. blue o r gree n,
IH/ill·6 '1. Sec art icle in Chronicle :'\0 . (i9 . Li sted in USl' l\I ,
for b lack , o n ly.
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Date or
Period

1881 or 1891
1891

1898
1899·1 900
1898
188i
1894
1899
1898

1898
1896
1890
1891

Reay enve lope
Not given
1885
1889·94
1898
1893-99
1899
188?
188i
I885-6?

It em
XI· I
X I·2
X I·3

WATERWAYS R.P.O.'s - The Meyer Records
Thi s issue of the Chronicle includes th e first plat e of th e waterways RP.O.

markings from the records of Henry A. Meyer. Mr. Meyer's notes commented
as follows:

During the 1860's, even while the Civil War was in progress, the handling
of mail on railways was reorganized and gradua lly placed on the basis which
we came to know as the Railway Mail Service. By ten yea rs lat er, it was
being extended to the water routes. Th e cha nge-over from the route agent
system to th e RP.O. system was not made overnight, nor was it mad e on
all lines at the same time. But it was completed on Jul y 1, 1882, on which
every type of mail tran sportation service which required the presence of a
post office employee on the vehicle or boat became a railway post office.
However, many old handstamps were used until they wore out.

Collectors and writers unacqu ainted with eithe r th e grea t days of the
river or railway mail system sometimes fall into the error of making sta te 
men ts such as, "R P.O. in this case means 'River Post Offi ce'." To th e Post
Office Dep ar tment , it was immaterial whether th e mail was carried aboard
a train or a boat ; in either case it was handled by RP.O. personnel and
therefore th e office was a railway post office. It is possibl e to distinguish
a railway RP.O. from a steamboat or wa terways RP.O., or a ra ilway "Ag t"
mark from an "Agt" mark applied aboard a steamboat only by a knowledge
of the geography of the reg ion and of the presence or absence of steamboats
or railways covering the stretch of route nam ed in th e marking. The reports
of the Postmaster General identify the sta tus of many of these marks, and
only a few remain uncertain.

To emphasize the point, the mark ing RP.O. simply means it is a
marking of the Railwa y Post Office bran ch of th e Post Office Department,
and does not make any reference to the ac tua l mode of conveyance with
which the particular markin g was involved."
In the plates from the Meye r records which will be run in future issues of

the Chronicle , it is presently proposed to illustrate only the 19th century mark
ings. Mr. Meye r intended to show all such steamboa t RP.O: s, including the
seagoing offices such as New York and San Juan , Porto Rico. While it is th is
writer 's intention to include those in the book, they will be run in other publi
cations where they will reach an audi ence more int ere sted in 20th century
material than would be expecte d of the read ership of the Ch ronicle.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MARKINGS OF PLATE XI
(All with date and " R.P.O.")

Description
ARK. Cn T 0- VICKS. 26'12 /3 mm , black .
lJALT 0- CH ES T ER( T O J1'N) (Pa rtia l) 2i /2 'h, bl ack . With cork ki ller.
/lA LT. LEON. 0- WA SH . (Balt imore, Leo nard tow n &: Wa shington )
2i 'h /2 'h, bla ck.

XI -4 /l A LT. 0- D/,NTON, 2i /2 'h. black.
X I-5 /l ALTO. 0- SAU SIl U/0', 33/ 2Y2' seriCed, purp le.
XI -o IIA YO U SA RA 0- R.lWUGE, 28Y2I3'h . black.
XI -i CA IR O 0- COL (Columbus) , 25'12 /3, black.
XI-8 CA IR O & M EMPH IS, "NORTH ", 2i 'h /2 Y2' blac k.
X I-9 CA PE CHAR 0- NORF. (tracing unavailable), 26Y2' blac k.
X I· IO CA PE CH A .. . 6- NORF. (Pa r tia l), NORTH, 2i Y2/3 , hl ack.
X I· II EVANS &- PADUCA H , 20'12 /3. black .
XI· I2 EVANSVILLE 0- PA D UCAH, 25Y2/3, black.
X I· 13 GOLD DUST 0- MEMP . (??) , 2i'h /3, bl ack.
X I·14 GREEN VIL LE &- VIC .S (Part ia l). 28/2, black, NO RTH .
X I-15 JA CK & E ? ? ? ? (Pa rt ia l), 26'12/3'12 , black.
X I-I6 LOUIS. &- EVANS, 26/3, black.
X I-Ii KOTZEBUE 51) &: ST. MICH AEL (Alaska) (May be post- I9(0) , with

RMS ki ller, 29/3, black.
XI ·18 LO U/ S. 0- EVA NSVILLE, East, 2i /2 'h-3, with cork killer d up lexed . bl ack.
XI· 19 LO U/S. 0- EVANS, 2i/2'h, black.
XI·20 MA CK. CITY .;,- DET ., 2i / 3. black.
XI·21 M EMPHIS &- ARK . CITY, 2iY2/2 Y2' black.
XI-2'2 NATCHEZ 0- B AYOU SA RA , 2i/3, bl ack.
X I·23 NO RFOL K 0- RICH ., 2i /3 Y2' black.
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MAIL TO TRINIDAD RETURNED FOR POSTAGE
Mr. Murray Gottlieb sends the photo (Figure "K") of a cover originating

at Savannah, Georgia on Jun e 18, 1866, and addressed to Trinidad, British West
Indies. Under the then P.L. & R the postage should have been lOc per single
letter, prepaid and the fact that this cover was apparently mailed at th e Savannah
post office unpaid caused the cover to be somewhat puzzling.

In the 1866 P.L. & R , Ch apt er XXIII , "Receiving and Forwarding Foreign
Mails" under Sec. 258, it is stated "For the mail s to and from the West Indies,
Mexico ..., New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Ch ar leston, Savannah, New
Orleans , and San Francisco, are the principal offices of despatch and receipt. "
The 1867 Report of the Postmaster General, in the terms of the new British -U.S.
postal treaty, stated that mails for the British and foreign West Indies should be
exchanged between New York and the British packet office at St. Th omas (West
Indies ). This was included in the new treat y, which was effe ctive sometime after
the date of the cover noted here. Mails between New York and oth er United
States ports, and the various ports of call in the West Indies, and Panama had
be en, in 1848 when the famous Pan ama route between the east and west coasts

Flgur. K
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of th e U.S. was establishe d, quite complex. The original mail contract had re
quired that vesse ls were to go from New York to 1 ew Orl eans by way of
Charl eston, Savannah, and Havan a. Th en, upon leaving New Orl eans, they aga in
had to call at Havana before proceeding to Chagres. This was very time con
suming, so the contractors resorted to auxiliary vessels and interlocking sched
ules to make better tim e. According to Kemble in The Panama Bouie, 1848-1869,
the southward bound steamers were met off the harbor with mail , etc., bv
cha rtered steamers at both Charleston and Savannah, and would then pro ceed
to Havana. At that point, steamers from New Orleans and Chagres would also
put in simultaneously. After a passenger and mail exchange, the steamer from
New York would proceed to Ch agres, that from New Orl eans to New York and
th at from C hagres to New Orleans. Although the Period Editor ha s no positive
ev ide nce, it is believed that the California steamer route soon was shunted
through the Windward Pa ssage, and other supplementary lines set up to ply
the Ha vana, lew Orlean s and Panama routes. Specific data on this sub ject of
ma ils to the \ Vest Indies would be most welcome.

In any case, it is believed that the cover shown as Figure K was sent to
Ha vana over a route from New York with stops at Charleston and Savannah, at
least . Th e Savannah postmaster should have declin ed the letter or advertised it ,
but did not . At Havana, the U.s . Postal Agent there ( Postmas te r General's Re
ports for th ese years show compe nsa tion for such an agent ) realiz ed that the
letter could not be tr ansferred to the British mail system at the packet office
ther e, so ma y have returned the letter to New York. This was don e onl y aft er he
attempted to plac e the cover in the Spanish mail system for transmission to
Trinidad. ( Does an yon e know the details of any such service? ) In any case,
someone in th e U.S. service placed a lOc stamp on the cover together with the
label sta ting to whom remittance should be made-although this does not have
to mean that Woodhull placed the stamp on the cover.

The "4" at the right hand side of the cover may be a credit to the British
post office at the rate of 4 pence per single letter , which was the credit as
outlined under Article 3 of the new U.S.-British postal treaty which was es
tablished a year or so aft er the cover in qu estion was sent.

All the above is speculation and analysis by others in invited. Certainly.
ther e are other possibilities. The Oct. 27 ba ckstamp does not have to be a mark
ing of the Trinidad post office, although we are certain it is a marking of a
Briti sh post office, judging from the style. Another possibility, which might
better account for the Cuban markings of "Franco" and "NA1" would be that
the cover wa s give n to th e Havana post offic e under the mistaken idea that the
"T rinidad" was th e cit y of that name on th e south coast of Cuba.

The most inter esting aspect is, of cours e, the \Voodhull label. Can any
reader supp ly further information on this item?
SENT BACK TO ENGLAND/WITHOUT A REASON/FOR NON·DELIVERY
One of th e more inter esting relics of th e period of the Civil War when the

Federal mails to th e South we re discontinued, just prior to the establishme nt
of th e Confed er at e mail system on Jun e 1, 1861, wer e the covers marked as the
titl e of these notes. The Period Editor has recorded three such covers, all
addressed to Richmond, Va., and all to different addresses. Reports of other
covers would be appreciated . Two of the three covers are illustrated here , and
the other was written up by both Stanl ey B. Ashbrook and Mr . Lawrence L.
Shenfi eld ( who owned it) at one time or another. It was illustrated by Mr. Ash
brook on page 10, of the Em erald Book, Stamp Specialist Series . Two of the
three covers ori ginated in Australia and the other, also shown her e, originated in
E ngland . Also shown is th e reason why the covers never were sent to Richmond
but inst ead wer e returned to England. This is a cop y of the Montgomery Blair
order suspending po stal services in the South, effective May 31, 1861. It will
be noted that mails to Tennessee were not susp ended at that tim e, because
Tennessee had not yet then seceded. Man y students believe, for reasons such
as these covers demonstrate, that delivery was halted even before the 28th of
Ma y on collect mails, since the postages du e might simply add to deficit s. Blair,
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c~---------

A COver from Australia, addressed to Richmond . Arrived in New York via American Packet , being pre paid
to th e U. S., w ith 5c postage due. The date being May 28th , 1861 , the letter w as held in New York (we
assume) rather than be ing se nt south and was ev entu ally return ed to England. Karl Jaeger collection .
Postmaster General Blair's order discontinuing mail in the South , insofar as Federal operations were con
cerned . Although th is order says effective date w as Mar 31, Blair later ste ted 'h e date the mails were d iscon
tinued w as May 28th , 1861, in a message to Congr ess . Kaf Jaeger co llecti on.
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England to Richmond , but "Sent Back to Eng land Withou t a Reason for Non-Del ivery" in red . Cover totally
unpa id, although there is evi de nce (gum residue ) of ther e having be en a stamp in the upper R.H. corner
wh ich was remo ved. This had to have been don e before th e cover reached the post office judging fr om the
Cha ring Cros s po stal marking . In a ll oth er res pects a normal co llect leller. Note leg end on left hand edge:
"Rec'd Feb. 19, 1862 ." Is thi s a docketing of the sender in Engl and , or w as the cover return ed to Amer ica
in anothe r cover and sent th rough the bloc kad e? Colle ct ion of Len Per sson.

in a message to Con gress on July 12, said that he had discontinued mail s on
May 28th, 186l.

It is believed that foreign covers such as these were held for a tim e, and
then returned to the countries from whence th ey were sent to th e United Sta tes.
The subject discussed here is the source of the sta temen t "Sent back to E nglan d
. .. etc ." This writer believes th is was applied to such letters by the British post
office, and th e reason he believes so is a recollec tion of seeing British covers,
addressed to countries other than the United Sta tes, and which never cam e ncar
the United States, with this marking. If so, th en this is a type of British D ead
Letter office handstamp. Can any of our British collectors supply information
about this marking?
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POST 1863 WAY LETTERS
Over th e years, a good man y covers have been noted with either 5c prep aid

ship letter fee or an apparent way letter usage, Both these ra tes were abolished
by the Postal Act of 1863, which provided for double postage on ship letters,
and totally abolished the ' VAY let ter fee. So why the cont inuing usages after that
date?

Mr. Clifford Friend recentl y gave us an opportunity to sea rch through an
1866 P.L, & R. In the very front, appears a note which may partially explain many
seeming confu sions in the regulations in the immediate post-war years, as follows:
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This compilation of the Postal Laws is th e first that has been made
since 1859. During the last six years th ere has been mu ch legislation by Con
gress, that appears to hav e intended to cover or supply provisions of laws
previous ly enacted; but it has not be en deemed safe to omit any laws or
sections that have not been positiv ely rep ealed or supplied by later enact
men ts. WASHINGTON, D.C., March 1, 1866.

JA W.
"J.A.W." are th e initials of the comp iler of th e 1866 P.L. & R , one Joseph A.
Ware.

Section #165 provided that ship postages were to continue at double post
age , but the "fact that 2c per ship letter was still paid alit to masters of vessels
may have confused some postmasters. However , th e situation was entirely dif
ferent for way letters, which were mentioned under Chapter XLI of th e "Regula
tions", as follows:

WAY LETTERS, ROUTE AGENTS, LOCAL AGENTS,
AND MAIL MESSENGERS.

SEC. 468. Wa y letters are such letters as a mail-carrier receives on his
way between two post offices. The carrier will deliver them to the first post
office at which he arri ves. The postmaster will rate them with postage,
writing against the rate the word "\Vay."
It should be not ed that th e chapter of the Regul ations on rates did not

mention way letters. Yet, here we have the sta tement, "The postm aster will ra te
them with postage . . .", but nothing says how much. It also should be noted th at
th e Postal Laws porti on of the 1866 P.L. & R does not authorize way letters; in
fact it does not mention them. Consequ ently, it seems quite understandabl e th at
postma sters would continue to pay out and charge way fees.
REVISED "KLEIN BOOK" AND MINNESOTA TERRITORIALS
Mr. Floyd Risvold had adv ised that he and his committee are now ready

to make a fina l drive to compl ete the revised United States lVatcrwa y Pack et
marks, 1832-1899, which lists, as the book's subtitle no tes, "Handstamped and
Printed Names of Mail Carryin g Steamboats on the United States of America
Inland and Coastal Waters. Whi ch is to say, the book lists steamboat pursers'
marks and corner cards. Th ese should not be confused with route agents' mark
ings, which were to have been the subject of another book partially comp leted by
th e late Mr. Henry A. Meyer. Plat es of markings for th e latter book have been
appea ring in th e Ch ronicle and those markings represent offic ial postal markings .
The purser's markings are distin ctly not postal in nature, although some of them
mention that a packet is a mail packet or part of a mail line.

Th e "Klein" book-written by the late E ugene Klein - was published in
1940, with two later supplements. The late Henry A. Meyer , tog et her with Mrs.
Delores Her tz, daughter of Eu gene Klein, had been acc umu lating addi tional
listings for many years, and intended to reissue the book.

Would any reader of the Chronicle who has purser 's packetmarkings of th is
nature, which he believes were never submitted to Mr. Meyer please send a
Xerox of the item to Mr. Risvold to be checked with th e lists?

Mr. Risvold is also work ing on a book concerning Minnesota territorial
markings, and would any read er with previou sly unlisted Minnesota Territorial
items please ad vise Mr. Risvold . Mr. Risvold may be reached at 9321 Blooming
ton Freewa y, Minn eapolis, Minn. 55420.
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" advertisemen t in Th e Chronicle. Send your copy to th e
adv er tising man ager, Mr. Clifford L. Fri end, 8081 Aqu adale Dri ve,
Boardman, Ohio 44512.
Remit at the rate of 50c per line (40 letters or spaces ) when you send
your copy. Deadline, Jun e 15, 1971 for next issue.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

1 - General
T hrou gh the cour tesy of Judson Connon we present the following inter estin g

art icle fro m Niles' Na tiona l Hegister-Washin gton City- May 19, 1838:
"New Mail Arra ngement- Ma il cars, constructed under the dir ect ions of

the post office department, are now running on the railr oad s between Washing
ton and Philadelphia. They conta in two apartments; one appropr iated to the
acco mmodation of the grea t mails; and the other to the way ma ils, and a post
office agent. The latter apa rtment is fitt ed up with b oxes, lab elled with the
nam es of all th e small offices on or ncar the ra ilroad lines. It has also a le tter-b ox
in front, into which lett ers ma y be put up to the mom ent of starting the cars,
and anv where on th e road .

TI{e agent of th e post office dep artmen t attends the ma il from th e post
off ices at the ends of the route, and sees it safely dep osited in his car. As soon
as the ca rs start, he opens the letter -box and takes out all the letters, marking
them so as to design at e th e place where they are put in. H e then opens the way
mail ba g, and distributes its contents into the seve ral boxes. As the cars approach
a post offi ce, the agent takes out the contents of the proper box and pu ts them
into a pouch . The engineer slackens the speed of the tra in, and the agent hands
the pouch to th e postm aster , or the carr ier, who stands besid e the tra ck to tak e
it, receiving from him, at the same time, anothe r pouch, with the matter to be
sent from th at office . This the age nt immediately opens, and distributes its
contents in to the proper boxes. I-l aving supplied thus all th e way offices, the
agent, whe n arrived at the end of the rout e, sees the ma il safely delivered into
the post offic e.

The mail leaves W ashingt on at 6 o'clock A.M. All letter writers should, if
possib le, pu t th eir le tt ers into the post office the preceding evening . T he letter
box at the cars will not be open un til after 5 o'clock in th e morning. It is not a
post off ice; and letters will not be received at it while th e post offic e is open.
It s object is to allow all per sons, unt il the last moment before departure, to send
letters by mail, even although the mail has been closed at the post office, and
eve n placed in th e car.

The letter -box will b e open after the mail closes in the post offi ce at
Balti more, and all intermedi ate points. Ph ilad elphia cannot at pr esent enjoy its
ad vantages full y, because th e cars do not run into th e cit y.

In this arra ngement, the post office department has sought to give the
greates t sec ur ity to the mails, and to afford the community the best possibl e
acc ommodation. \ Vell exec uted , the pla n must be almost the perfection of mail
arrangeme nts. It is intended , when it can be conveniently don e, to exte nd a
similar arrangement through to Ne w York".
2 - Remele Catalog-Addenda

On pa ge 104 of th e Remele Catalog it is stated concerning marki ng N 8
31j,j mm , New London.W , & P.H.H.-" the ultramarine list ing is from Dr. Chase's
records as I ha ve never seen an example in that color". Your editor has acquired
a cover which is prob ably the item mentioned. It is a good blui sh-green strike
dated Apr. 20 on an 1852 cover from Rockland Mill to South Windham . Hat e 5
in bluish -green .

00 0

Mr. \ Villiam \ Vver ha s rep orted thr ee covers of interest whi ch should b e
noted for th e record:'
( a) \Vashingt on Railroad-Remele \Vla- in a new color- black. Stampless cover

to W ashingt on D .C. No date or back address.
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2-B-1 2-C-1 24-M-1 24- N- l

24-0-1 25-L-1

J5-P-1 40-H-1

70-T-1 80-L-1 Plate XXI 88 - G-l 110-C-1

50-D-J41-S-16

55-F-1

41-S-Jc

54-C-2
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(b ) Wstrn. & Atlantic RIt Ga.-Remele ' V4-a- in red on an 1849 cover with 5c
1847, not tied, to Oalton ,Ga. See Chronicle 47.

(c) Balta. & Susq h. H.H.- Hemele B3-a-in dark brown-on ,5c 1847 cover, not
tied, from Wrightsville,Pa . to Baltimore,Md. Jan . 29, 1850. Also has ra te 5
and Paid.

3 - Towel-Meyer Catalog-Addenda
Through th e courtesy of Messrs. Call, Fin gerhood, Ger man, Haas, Leet ,

Sampson , W aite, Walton , Edward ' Villard and Wye:: we bring you the following
new items :

80-I-I-New dat e of use-1879
274-S-1O a -Add WYO 1861.

PLATE XXI
2-B-I : 27 b lack . 187" (Abbo t t &: Ball gor) . I"
2-C-I : 2GV2 magenta . WYD 1880. 12
2+-M-I : 2" h lack . Bau ku o tc (St. Alban s &: Bosto n) 5
2'J-N -I: 2'>V2 black, Ban kno te (Bosto ll &: St. Albans) 8
2-l-0- 1: 2G% bl ack , Ban knot e (Boston a IIII Frankli n) 2
2,,- L-I : Manu script , 1853. Co nco rd &: Monu-ea l R .R. 10
3,,-1'-1: Manuscript , 1847. Ne w H aven &: Greenfi eld R .R . 12
-Ill-H -I : 2,,% blue , Bank not e (Ru tlaud &: Ben nington ) 8
-10-5-3: n .ovai 31-22 x 23%- H lh blue, WYD 18G9 (Ben nington &: Rutland R.R .) 8
41-S-3c: D.Oval 31%-22% x 22%-13Ih blu e, WYO 187-. 8
-l l -Svl t]: O va l 30 x 23 bl ack , WYD 18G3 (Ru t la nd &: Burlingt on ) 20
50-D-3 : 2G% bla ck , Banknot e (Bosto n &: Maine) 2
5-l-C-2: 29 bl ack , 18G3 (Pro vide nce, Hart ford &: Fishkill) 15
55-1'-1: 25 % b lack , lsa nknote (Bosto n and Orlean s) 3
GO-C· I : 25 bl ack , Ba nkno te , negati ve W kill er (Athol &: Enfie ld ) H
70-'1'-1: 25% bl ack , Bankuote (New Haven &: New York) 3
80-L-I: 2,,% b lack , 1878 (Sp ringfield &: New York ) 3
88-C -I : D.Ci rclc 3 1-28% b lack, W YI) 1880. l'\ega tive star in circle killer. (I' itt slie ld and

Hridgcport ) 8
I JO-C- I: D.Circle 21iV2-17% ma gcnta (Poughkcepsic, Ha rt ford &: Boston ) 18

PLATE XXII
112-K·I : 2G black , Banknot e (C rcenpor t &: New York) 3
Cata log R ou te i 2-1 : New York-Ston y Point , N.Y. New [ ersev & New I'o rll R.R .
R ou te Agent s: New York-Stony Po in t, N'.Y. 1879, 1881, 1882. 1883-1 Agc n t (43 m iles)
M ar/l illgs: 124-A-I : 26lh bl ack , WYO 1887 (Sto ny Point &: New York) 10
183-5 -1: Oct agon a l Rounded Box -28 x 19, b lack , WYO 18G6 (East Pennsylvania) 18
183-5-2: Sh ie ld, b lack , WYD 1809, Pa r tia l (East Pen nsylvani a) 15
192-D-I : 27% b lack, WYD 1880 (W ill ia msport &: Port Clin to n) "
193-E-I : 25% blue , E igh ties (Ca na nda igua &: Willi am sport ) 4
203-D-3: Manuscri pt, 185!l , Pennsylvania R.R . '>
203-1-G: Open circle , b lack , 1880 (N'ew York &: Pitt sburgh W .Div .) T .N. 2
203-K-I : Open circle, bl ack, Eigh ties (Ne w York &: Pitt sbu rgh -West) 4
211-B- I : 26 % bla ck , Ba nkn ot e (H un tingto n So: Cum be rla nd ) G
215-E· I : 25lh black , Banknotc (Co rry &: Oil City) 7
219-B-I: 27V2 black , Eig h tie s (Bra nch J un ction &: Pitt sburgh ) 4
Cata log R out e 220- l nclia na -Bra nch J u nction , Pa , Jl' ,'sl /''''11/ Division, Pen nsyl va n ia U.U .
R ou te A gen ts: Indian a -Bl a irsvill c, Pa , 1881-1 Agen t

Indian a-Bran ch j uucriou , Pa . 1882, 188!l·1 Clerk
M ark ings: 220-A-I: 27 b lack , WYD 1885, Partial (lIIa irsvill e &: Indian a) 8
22G·B- I : 27 bl ack , W YD 188·1 (Mead ville a nd Oil Ci ty) 7
Catalog R oul e 23-1 : Rockw ood -Johnston , Pa , S. & C. Branch, Balt im ore ir Ohi o R R
R out e Agents: Rockwood -j ohnstown , Pa. 1882, 1883-1 Clerk (+5 miles)
M arllillgs: 234-A· I : 27 bl ack , WYD 1889 (Jo hns to wn So: Rockw ood ) ;,
2!l8-B-4: 27 black , WYD 188G (New York &: Wa shington N igh t Line)
238-G-3: 2,,% black, Banknot e (New York &: Washington ) 2
238-J -I: 2G% b lack , WY I) 188G (New York &: Wa shington Day) I
241 -G-I: 28 b lack , 18G" (Ra ri ta n &: Dela wa re Bay) 25
Cata log R oute 253 : Greenwood Lake-New York, N .Y. N ew YOI'll & G r <'e1l1oooci Lak e R .R ,
R oute A gent s: G ree nwoo d La ke-New York , N .Y. 1882, 1883-1 Cler k (48 miles)
M arking»: 253-A-I 2G% black , WYD 1887. 4
273-E-I : 27 b lack , WY I) 188G (Baltimore &: Lexington ) I
273-5-3: D.O val 28%-20% x 221h- 14 blue, WYI) 1883. Com ple te tracin g.
273-5-10: 1).0va l 32% -22% x 24%- 14% hl ue. WYD 1881 (Ba lt imore &: Ohio-H arpcr's Ferry So:

Valley Branch) 15
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
A RARE Sc COVER TO FRANCE
On 23 Jul y 1849 the rat e collected in France on letters from th e United

States, via England, became 15 decimes ( 1 franc, 50 cen times ) per 7J~ gra ms.
Un til 1 September 18.51 covers under this rat e bore a French du e marking of 15
( or mu ltiple thereof ) an d a rectan gular marking applied at London in orange
red ink inscribed "COLONIES &/ ART. 13." Thi s rate and these markings were
applied to all lett ers from the United States addressed to F ran ce, via England,
whe the r th ey wer e conveyed by an American or a Briti sh packet. On 1 Sep 
tember 1851 th e rate collected in France on letters from the United States
conveyed to England b y American packet becam e 8 decimes (80 centimes ) per
7J~ grams, bu t the rate by British packet remained at 15 decirnes. At this same
tim e the "COLONIE S &/ AHT. 13" marking ceased to be applied to le tters from
the United States addressed to France, via En gland. Replacing the "COLONIE S"
marking were four double circle markings inscribed "ETATS-UNIS PAQ AM.
A./PARIS and "ET ATS-UNIS PAQ BRIT./PARIS" which were applied in
oran ge-red; "ETATS-UN IS PAQ A~'I./B.A. CALAIS" and "E TATS-UN IS PAQ
BlUT./B.A. CALAIS" which were applied in black. On 1 December 18.51 the
rat e collecte d in France on lett ers from the United Sta tes conveyed by Briti sh
packet becam e 13 decimes ( 1 franc, 30 centimes} ;'

W hile ther e are a nu mb er of covers from the United States addressed to
France which bear stamps of the 1847 issue, a French due marking of 1.5 (or
multiple th er eof ) and a "COLO TIES" marking, no cover has been seen by this
editor that b ears th e ab ove markings and stamps of the 1851 issue. Since the
stamps were issued on 1 Jul y 1851 and the "COLONIES" marking was aba ndoned
by London on 1 September 18051, there were only seven trips by the Cunard line,
four b y th e Collins line, and two by th e Ocean line upon which this combina tion
of stamps and markings could hav e occurred . While a total of thir teen trips may
see m to be a large number, it must be borne in mind that a ver y small
perc entage of th e covers that once existe d hav e been pr eserved to us, and tha t,
at that tim e, it was not customary to prepay foreign ra tes by postage stamp. If

Figur e 1.

The marking s on this cover could occur only between 1 Sept embe r and 1 January 18S1. This e ditor knows of
only one oth er cover th at shows th em .
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an y collector who reads thi s article has such a cover, wo uld he please rep ort it
to thi s editor.

From 1 Septemb er to 1 December 1851 letters p osted in the United States
addresse d to France and conveyed to England by British packets we re rat ed
in France at 15 decimes per 7)2 grams, but do no t b ear a "C OLONIES" marking.
Instead, they bear one of the two "PAQ BRIT." do uble circle marking described
above. It will be noted that there was only a th ree mo nths period during whi ch
thi s combina tion of markin gs could occur." During this period the Cuna rd line
made thirteen trips between Boston or New York to Liverpool.

The cover illustrated as F igure 1 was reported by , V, Newton Landis,
RA 332, It bear s a 3c ora nge brown and a pair of I c, type II of plat e I of the
1851 issue . Posted in New Orl eans on 5 Aug us t 1851, it was sent to New York,
whence it was forwarded to Liverpool by RM.S. N iagara on 13 August 1851. It
bears on its reverse a circular marking of the London offi ce inscribed "JE / 31 AU
31/ 1851" applied in orange- red ink, whi ch indicat es that it was forwarded to
France on 31 August 1851. Th e Pari s office marked it with a double circle
"ET ATS-UNIS PAQ. BHIT ./PAHlS" marking bearing the date of 2 September
1851, also applied in oran ge-red ink. This rep resents th e fir st use of thi s marking,
and it was also in the first mail to which the "COLONIE S" marking wa s not ap 
plied, It shows a double rate collection in France of 30 decim es, which indicates
that the letter weighed over 7)~ grams, but not over one-ha lf ounce in New Orl e
ans. This editor knows of only one oth er cover pr epaid by sta mps of th e 1851
issue that shows a collec tion in France of 1.5 decimes ( or multiple ther eof ) , wi th
out a "COLON IES" markin g, and bear ing a double circle Fren ch excha nge office
marking.

Footnotes
I I-la rgest , George E,. " I l i sto rv 0/ I .et t er PO_II Co m m u n i rnt i on Bet u -ren l ite U nite d SIII I/'s

111/11 Europe, 1845-1B75. pp. 44-45.
~ I bid.. pp . ·11 an d 45.
NEW LIGHT ON THE OPERATION OF THE DOCKSIDE OFFICES
GEORGE E. HARGEST

The cover illustrated as Figure 2 is interestin g and ra re. Addressed to
Amsterdam , it is endors ed "Per Mosel" an d prepaid with two 10 cen t ( Con
tinental ) stamps issued in 1873. Mosel was a steamer of the North German
Lloyd , and, according to the Offic ial Postal Cuide for Octob er , 1874, th e steamers

Amster

" .

Fiqure ? .
In May 1874 Ihe only pu blis hed rale 10 Ihe Nelhe rland s w cs a 10 cenl ra le by d irecl closed mail, via
Eng land. Letters by th is route bear no British markings. Altho ug h exist ing U.S...Britis h conventi o ns prov ided a
10 ce nt rate by British mail , reg ula tions did not autho rize its use. The mark ings on this cover, however,
ind icate tha t the do ckside o ff ice sent it in a supplementzry British mai l, Le., by an unauthorize d ro ute, at
an unannounced "phanto m" rate .
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of this line sailed every Saturda y from New York for Southampton and Bremen,
conveying mail for "Ge rmany, dir ect, the Continen t oia En glan d and via Ger 
man y." This letter was taken to the dockside office of th e North German Lloyd
in New York an d posted in the supplementary mail.

Th e Official Postal Guide for October 1874 gives the rates to the Nether
lands ( Holland) as 6c per half-ounce, dir ect , and 10c per half-ounce, closed
mail , via England. The table of postages to foreign countries published in the
May 1874 issue of th e U.S. Maii and Post Office Assistant shows the ra te only
as "0101," the asterisk indicat ing optiona l prep ayment and the 1 indicated a
fine on insufficien tly paid or unpaid lett ers. This was the ra te prescr ibed by the
additiona l articles to th e U.S.-Netherla nds convention wh ich became effec tive
on 1 February 1870. 1 T his convention provided that mail be sent as "closed"
mail through Eng land and Belgium . T he addi tiona l ar ticles providing for the
"direct" ra te were not signed at Was hing ton un til 14 Sept ember and became
effec tive on 1 October 1874 . ~ From 1 January 1868 to 1 Feb ruury 1870 there
was but one published ra te to the Netherlands. Thi s was a 15 cent rat e estab lished
b y the U.S.-Netherla nds convention of 26 September 1867, effec tive on 1 Janu
ar y 1868, to be sent in closed ba gs from th e exchange offices of New York or
Boston directl y to the travelling Dutch office at Moerd yk, where th e bags were
to be opened for th e first time. Fin es were imp osed upon unpaid or insuffi ciently
paid let ters. On 1 February 1870 the rat e was reduced to 10 cents, but other
ma il arr ange me nts remained as before.

T here was another ra te established to the Netherla nds by posta l conven tion
th at was never published to postmasters or to the public and was un announ ced
by the U.S. postmaster Genera l. This was a British mail rate established by the
detailed regul ati ons to th e U.S.-British convention of 7-24 November 1868, ef
fective 1 Januar y 1869 ,~ which provided that the U.S. Post Office pay the
British Post Office 6 cents per 1.5 grams for prepaid letters sent from the United
Stat es, and 8 cen ts per ha lf ounc e for unpaid letters sent from Hollan d and
forwarded by th e Briti sh Post Office. It will be noted that there were sepa ra te
rates for unpaid let ter s, ra ther than fines. During 1869, the U.S. inland and sea
postage on suc h letters was 10 cents, which was retained by the United States.
Thus, during 1869 a letter sent by this route would show a 16 cent rate and a
6 cent credit to En glan d, and would bear a British postm ark. On 1 Januar y 1870
the U.S. inland and sea postage on such letters became 4 cents, but th e transit
postage on such letters was 10 cents, which was retain ed by the United States.

Figure 3 .
This (OYer was sent in the direct closed mail , via England under the U.S.-Netherlands convention . It bears
only 0 NEW YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT morking ond no British morking .
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and 1 July 1875, a letter sent by this route would show a prepayment of 10
cents and a 6 cent credit to England, and would bear a British postmark. By
coincidence, this British mail ra te became th e same as the U.S.-Netherla nds
direct closed mail rat e via En gland aft er 1 Februar y 1870.

The cover illustrated as Figur e 3 was reported by Dr. Robert Wasserm an ,
RA 383, of Brussels, Belgium , a number of yea rs ago. Until now, thi s editor
has not had occasion to use it. It is a double-rate cove r prepaid with two 15
cent, type II , stamps of the 1869 issue, and the fact that it was a double rate is
indicated by the two "2" manuscript markings at upper left, one applied in
New York and one in the Netherlands. It bears a "NEW YORK PAID ALLIBR.
TRANSIT" marking dated 28 December, a Tuesday. It is endorsed "pe r Ham
burg Steamer ," and in 1869 the steamers of th e Hamburg-Americ an line sailed
from New York on Tu esdays. It probably bears on its reverse a Dutch receiving
mark. This cover was sent in the U.S.-Netherlands closed mail dir ect to the
Netherla nds and does not bear a British marking.

Covers sen t in the U.S.-Netherlands closed mail direct to the Netherlands in
1874 show a prepayment of 10 cent s, a New York or Boston marking inscribed
"PAID ALL," and a Dutch receiving mark on th eir reverse. They show no
British marking.

Returning to the cover illustrated as Figure 2. This cover shows a New
York supplementary mail marking, type D, a boxed "P.D." marking of the dock
side office, the 10 cent stamps are cancelled with a New York Foreign Mail
killer (Van Vlissingen & Waud, W2) applied in red , and a red cray on "6" all
of which were applied at the dockside office. The cover also bears a circular
"LONDON/ B/ PAID/ A/27 MY 74" and a "PD" in circl e marking applied in
red at th e London office. On the reverse is a double circle "AMSTER
DAM/28/MEI/74/12M-4A" markin g applied in black. The credit of "6" and
the London markings clearly show that this cover was sent in the British mail.
The letter bears double postage required on letters sent in th e New York sup
plement ary mail. W hy would the dockside office send this letter by an un 
authorized route at an unpublished and unannoun ced ra te, in othe r words, at a
"phantom" rat e? The answe r to this ques tion may rest up on the sma ll manu
scr ipt "5" which was lightl y writte n in red crayon at uppe r left. It is not un
likely that the dockside offices kept a tally of letters received addresse d to
countries to which the number was usually not lar ge. This was evide ntly the
fifth letter addressed to the Netherlands received.

Th e dockside office always had to work speedily. If there were only a few
letters addressed to the Netherlands, it would require far less time to include
them in the British mail bag with an entry on the Briti sh mail letter-bill, than
it would to open a new ba g and a new letter-bill for Netherla nds mai l. Whatever
reason the dockside office may have had, this letter was sent in the British
mail , and, to date, is the only letter sent in the Briti sh mail addressed to the
Netherlands that this editor has noted .

Footnotes
1 H ar gest , Geo rge E.. " His to ry or Letter Post Co m mu nica t ion Betw een th e Uni ted Sta tes

a nd Europe. 1845·1875. p . 16;' .
:! Annua l Rep ort or th e Post master Gene ra l. 1874, p. 17.
:I Brit ish II lI d Foreigll Sta te I'II/JerS, \"01. 58, p . 87; 16 Sta tu tes-a t -Large 861.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

WANTED-Elbe "officia l" cover albums,
any quantity clean pages . Will trade Welsh
Corgi Puppies for your Fanc y U.S. Cancels .
Will also sell U.S. F ancy Can cels , sin gles
and covers ou tright. J . R. Kesterson, '336
Homestead Lane, Delaware, Ohio 43015.
WANTED-Every R. A. to contribute
knowledge to the edi tors of th e Ch ronicle.
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE

WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER'

ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE

PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE RATES,

BOTTOM OF PAGE 64.
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 69
Th e cover in th e February issu e was addressed to Fayetteville, Nor th

Carolina, and correctly pr epaid 1/- sterling or 24 cents at th e treat y rate for mail
bet ween Gr eat Britain and the United Stat es. It was carried on th e Cunard
lin er "Cana da," which sailed from Liverpool December 13, 1851 an d arr ived at
Boston on December 27.

In th e normal cours e of eve nts the letter should have been handled bv th e
Li verpool excha nge office as a paid letter to the United Stat es and struck' with
the famili ar "5/ CENTS " in red to indi cat e th e portion of th e ra te to be cred ited
to th e United States. It should th en ha ve been deposited in th e b ag provided
for the U. S. mails.

By acci de nt or error th e letter go t into th e wrong bag. A clerk may have
been ca re less in sorting th e ma il, or mistaken in reading th e address , or simply
ignorant of th e wherea bou ts of Nort h Caro lina ( no country is design at ed in th e
address ). In any eve nt, thi s cover went int o the ba g for th e Provinces of Ca na da .
The sam e Cuna rd steamships whi ch brought "British packet" mails for th e Unite d
Sta tes ca rrie d two classes of mail for British North Ame rica. Some ma ils- largely
those for th e maritime provinc es-were put off at Halifax, Nova Scotia . The
postage by this route was 1/- stg . per if oz. letter. A closed mail, chiefly addressed
to Upper and Low er Cana da, was landed at New York or Boston and trans
ported overland through the United States to Montreal. The cha rge by thi s
route, since a tr an sit fee to th e United States was involved , was if stg . or )~ cy .

At thi s period the grea t majority of tran sat lantic letters to British North
Ame rica were se nt co llec t, but those letters whic h were prepai d were quite
ofte n paid, whe ther by stamp or cash. only 1/- stg., and we re th erefore 2d stg.
short. This practice was frequent enough that at least three different types of
handstamps wer e prepared to rate th e def icient postage. Since the eq uiva lent
of 2d stg. was 2J,;d in Canadian mon ey , the amo unt expressed on th ese instru
ments was 2)~d curren cy.

Montreal was th e receiving and distribution office for the transatl antic
closed mail via th e Unite d Stat es, and th e "2ifd Cur rency" marking was prob
ab ly struck th er e. This handstamp had been in use since Janu ar y 1850. and
probabl y earlier, sinc e a ")~ Currency" du e marking in th e same style is re
cor ded from 1844. A clerk, obse rving the 11- British postage stump, wou ld rat e
the deficient postage more or less automatically before noti cin g the address.
T he fact that no Canadian pos tmark appears an ywhere on th e cove r ind icates
that th e error wa s quick ly recognized and the letter put direct ly into the
Montreal -New York City through mail bag. Th e correc t procedure would most
likely have been first to cross out the 2ifd mark ing; or even to enclose the letter
to the New York City Postm aster unde r separate cover. The Montr eal cler k
may have thought th at th e obviou sness of th e error made such action unn ecessary.

The letter returned to the Unit ed Sta tes by closed bag to th e New York
C ity Post Office and was ra ted JOc due in black as jf it were an unpaid le tt er
of Canadian ori gin. The 10 in circl e han dstam p had been used extensively in
red to rate U. S. postage du e from the lines to New York prior to April 6, 1851,
and ther eafter was used in black to show the wh ole ra te of lOc du e on unpaid
letters. \ Vhe the r thi s marking was struck ina ttentively or deliber at ely is not
clear. The omission (i ntentiona l, I believe ) by th e Montreal Post Office of th e
exchange marking "C ANADA" and th e rate should have alerted th e New York
Citv Post Office that unusual circumstances were involved . As far as I can de
termine, th ere was no provision in the regul at ions to guide either post office in
han dling th e letter .

Th e letter mu st eve ntua lly have reached its destination , and an atte mpt
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was probably made to collect lOc from the addressee. Altho ugh the U. S. Post
office presumably stood to lose 5c credit in its accounts with Great Britain, it
was still not justifi ed in collecting from the addressee. The letter had been
fully pr epaid by the writer and the original error was the responsibility of th e
British Post Office. It is encouraging to hope that that long-ago Charles in
Fayettevill e knew his rights and stood up for them.

Thanks to Les Downing for his help with some aspects of the problem.
Solutions wer e received from Creighton Hart and George Bernadt, who made a
very thorough and well-informed ana lysis of all the elements of th e puzzle.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 1.
One of the Miss E. E. Turner envel opes w ith the 5c stamp s attractive ly arrange d one upon the other and
lightly cance lle d with the red liSt. Louis" tow n po stmarks, the . bbreviated "5,".

A littl e late, but, as American H erita ge says, "be fore th e colors fad e," th e
Cover Corner presents a cover that is a "combination" by anyone's definition.
Th e current problem cover is from the collection of H. Leon Aussprung Jr. It
is a 3c envelope (Scott's U10) which originated at Huntsville, Ala., on Valentine's
Day. To the immediate left of the envelope stamp is a 3c 1857; th ese two ar e
cancelled by a blue postmark reading : "HU TSVILLE Ala. FEB 14 1858." At
the center top of the cover are another copy of th e 3c 1857 and one copy of the
Ic 1857 cancelled and tied by a blue "H UNTSV ILLE Ala. Feb 15 1858." A second
strike of this postmark appears at the extreme right. Beneath the second 3c
1857-one end ba rely visible beside the "I" of "HUNTSVILLE"- is a b lue
lozenge shap ed "HE LD FOR POSTAGE" (Simpson Schedule A-27, c. 6 ) . At
the extreme left is a strip of three of the 1c 1851, type II , pencancelled .

What happened to this letter? 'Why are th e different stamps on it? What is
the reason for the various markings? Th ese qu estions are not particularly diffi
cult, but the cover is certa inly a very attractive and int eresting one, and a fine
example of the application of some important posta l regulations.
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" advertisement in Th e Chronicle. Send your cop y to the
adve rtising manager, Mr. Clifford L. Friend, 8081 Aquadale Dri ve, Board
man, Ohio 44512.
Remit at th e rate of SOc per line (40 letters or spaces ) wh en you send your
copy. Deadline, Jun e 15, 1971 for next issue.
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JEREMIAH FARRINGTON
CLASSICS

United States
#7-0ne cent '51 type II , 83R2. Fine margins showing bits of adjoining stamps
on three sides , light cancel and good color. A lovely stamp $ 22.00
# 9-0 n e cent '51 type IV , 72LIL. Major double transfer, large margins 22.00
I ll- Th ree cent '51, unused ve r t. st r ip of four, 47-77R3 . Brilliant '52 brownish
carm ine, large margins, ex. fine 100.00
I ll-Three cent '51, full corner sh eet margin block (17 mm top , 15.5 nun. side)
showin g plate ed ges, m int, full OG (hinged only in margin). Margins good to
large at right and bottom. 1, 2-11, 12 LB showing 'gash on shoulder' on the top
stamps. A rare and exceptional piece in a lovely '56 shade, from the scarcest
plate used for # 11 300.00
Ill-Three cent '51, used with one cent eagle carrier (L02 ) on a sma ll , neat
cove r. The 3c is tied by a clear strike of the Philadelphia c.d.s. in blue and
the carrier is just tied by th e red sta r. Both stamps are very fine (Cat. $90.00) 60.00

Great Britain
# 4-2d-I841. Full OG mint block (Plate 4, DA /EB ) . Large margins on all
sides except just touching over 'PO' on DB. Two horizontal creases visible in
the gum do not sh ow on th e face. Gibbons $1200.00 300.00

Canada
#8, Ihd 1857 on stout wove paper. Good to large margins, full OG never
hinged, post-office fresh. A gem . Cat. $180.00 175.00

I hold a substantial stock of im perforate classics of the world and welcome inquiries
from interest ed collectors. Lists are issu ed at irregular in terv als. Please let me
place your name 011 my mailing list. It w ou ld be helpful if you indicated your
in ter ests.

P. O. BOX 2151 PRINCETON, N. J. 08540
$5000 REWARD
e

A Reward of $5,000 Is Offered for the Return, or Infor

mation Leading Thereto, of Stolen Material. Call 617

523-2522 Collect (Day or Evening, Including Saturday

and Sunday.)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 BEACON STREET BOSTON, MASS. 02108
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ROBSON LOWE
AUCTIONS in London and Basle frequently include

F" INE CLASSIC STAMPS

• IF YOU AR E B UYI NG
we shall be pleased to send you a sample catalogue

and/or details of our subscription rates.

• IF SELLING plea se r:member that we
can advise you on

THE RIGHT MARKET FOR THE
BEST RESULTS. (Wri te to our head office

to-day saying tha t you saw this advertisement in

CHRONICLE). Through our international organization

we also hold regular auctions in Australia, South Africa

an d Spain. In addition , we sell by PRIVATE TREA TY .

NOTE THE DATE:

MAY 19
UNITED STATES

of
AMERICA

for sa le "un der the h amm er "

With strength in fine
cla ssics, many mint blocks
to 1920, some Carriers,
Loc als, Porto Rico, Ha 
waii, etc .

Handb ook catalogue , wi th
colour, 3 including second
class aiT'llUlil postage.

~~======.~

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
International Auctioneers,

Publishers and Valuers

50 PALL· MALL

LONDON, S.W~1

ENGLAND

Cables : "S tamps, London, S.W.1 "

Telex: 915410
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT M Y BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING A RRA Y OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AU C

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Cha rte r member of U.S.

Phil atelic Classics Socie ty
110
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 488

Lexington, Mass. 02173

APS
USPCS

CSA
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N .A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
r~~~~,
r~, In an y eme rgen cy, borrow r~,
~;; the money you need at :;e:s~

\ ~I Edellllal.,'S, Use your collec- I'U!
~~4 tio n as co llateral a nd still '0'

W. ~ reta in complete ow ne rsh ip. ~.
JYj\ A t Ede lman's, yo u ca n /1i'fi;
~~I obtai n quick, confi de nt ial ' ~'
~. ''''''.; loans for an y amount up ~~;;. ,
\ ~S , to 80 % of the value of \1"iJl
~V4 you r proper ties - from ~
:~ $50 to $50,000 a nd m ore. '~
~h1r. ~ri te today for fur the r ,Ph;
!~\ informa tion. ~I

:;~~ ~~~
~ tde/mall JS ~
~ 301 Old York Road r/1~
~~~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ~~j!

"~j (SUbUrbanPhiladeIPhia) . ~~..

~~~~~~~j



OLD U.S. COVERS Are My Specialty

Write for my-

FREE SPECIAL LISTS OF OLD U.S. COVERS

Approvals gladly sent to U.S. Philatelic Class ics Society and A.P.S. members.

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. Box 592, Bath, N.Y. 14810
RAILROAD POSTMARKS OF THE UNITED STATES

1861 to 1886

By CHARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER

Covers ra ilroad mark ings of the United States, as follows : " R.R." , " AGT" or stat ion name

mark ings - 1861 to 1900. R.P.O. mark ings pr ior to 1887.

Ove r 400 pages, hard cove rs, w ith exact illust ratio ns of over 2200 mark ing s. Ov e r 80 railw ay

route d iag rams and over 40 illu str at ions of th e f inest of covers bear ing such markin gs . Lists

th e ra ilroads ove r w hich the routes ran, and the presenl-day status o f these ro ad s. W ith a

clear ex p lanatio n of ho w th e railway mail systems wo rked, includ ing d e finition of term s

and a de tailed cross ind ex.

Price: $12.50 per copy, postpaid. Order from:

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specia lize in cove rs of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-At lan tic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri 
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii . We do not stock
United States stamps at all .

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass . 02108
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CLASSIC 19th CENTURY COVERS
MY EVER-INCREASING PUBLIC AUCTION SALES ACCENTUATE CLASSIC
19TH CENTURY U.S. COVERS. AS A RESULT, SPECIALIZED COVER
COLLECTIONS ARE ESPECIALLY WELCOME FOR MY FUTURE AUCTIONS.
COVERS ARE ALSO PURCHASED OUTRIGHT, OR TAKEN ON CON
SIGNMENT.

At ZIMMERMAN
843 VAN NEST AVE. BRONX, N.Y. 10462
PHILATELIC LITERATURE

The Perforation Centennial: 1857-1957

(The First Perforated U. S. Stamps)

... with articles by leading students on the 1857 stamps and their
uses; ex te nsive ly illustrated $5.00

Plating Charts for the 3c 1851

by Leo J . Shaughnessy.

. . . w ith charts of Plate 1 Late, 2 La te and 3 showing the ma jor char

acterist ics of all positions w ith reliefs , recuts , and double transfe rs.

$4.00

Make checks payable to The U. S. Ph ilatelic Classics Society, Inc., and

order, postpaid , from :

JACK L. JENKINS
Chairman, Publications Sales Committee

212 Mecherle Drive Bloomington, III. 61701
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NEWyQRK

H. R. HARMER, INC. ARE PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE

THAT AN EXCEPTIONAL AUCTION OF

SOME 2000 LOTS OF

UNITED STATES ISSUES

WILL BE OFFERED ON

June 8, 9, 10, 11, 1971

Classic issues are strong in mint and used condition, and on covers.

Later issues include a fine range of Plate and Position Blocks. Air Post,

a Revenue collection, etc. , etc.

By order of 50 collectors and Estates, including the collection formed

by the late Dr. Lewis S. Jordan and a portion of the United States

collection formed by the late Mr. & Mrs. John H. Hall, Sr., offered

by order of the beneficiary, Mrs. Katherine Berry of Winter Park, Florida.

Catalogue gratis at Galleries, sac by mail. Request catalogue appli

cation form to avoid missing any of the approximately 25 auctions

held by Harmers each Season.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
THE INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEER

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036

(212) PL 7-4460
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