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SEE YOU IN TEXAS
We hope 50.

,
•

WE WILL BE IN SAN ANTONIO FOR THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY, THE CONFEDERATE STAMP ALLIANCE

AND THE OTHER GROUPS MEETING THERE AUGUST 26TH-29TH, 1971.

HERE WE WILL HOLD AN AUCTION ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 28TH WITH

A SPLENDID SHOWING OF UNITED STATES AND CONFEDERATE STATES ,

STAMPS AND COVERS. THE COVERS INCLUDE TEXAS POSTAL HISTORY,

INDIAN TERRITORY COVERS, MANY UNUSUAL WESTERN AND TERRI­

TORIAL COVERS AND NUMEROUS CHOICE CONFEDERATE COVERS, IN­

CLUDING BEAUTIFUL ITEMS FROM THE ROBERT W . BAUGHMAN ESTATE.

THE STAMPS INCLUDE A FINE SHOWING OF ALL ISSUES, USED AND UN­

USED, WITH MANY CHOICE MULTIPLES.

Catalogues of the auction, lavishly illustrated, sent at 50c mailing

charge; $1.00 with Prices Realized, or may be had without charge at

our office or at San Antonio.

+:.+++++++,.++++++,.'.++++..........+++.:.+++..,+++++,.++++,.+..,++,:+:.'...".':,++++

We'll be there in a buying mood and will be actively interested in what­

ever you may have to offer. Whether it's a single rarity or an entire collec­

tion or stock we are anxious to buy for immediate cash to any amount,

or to place in one of our future auction sales on the most favorable terms

available anywhere. A liberal interest-free cash advance pending sale will

be made if desired.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.
10 EAST 52nd STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022



CALL FREE
on the HARMER ROOKE "Hot Line"

800-221-7276
FROM ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES

(Except New York State)

800-221-7276
For PROMPT, PERSONAL ACTION on the

AUCTION or PRIVATE SALE of COLLECTIONS,
ACCUMULATIONS, INDIVIDUAL RARITIES or DEALER STOCK

800-221-7276
Ask for RICHARD GORDON, Preside nt or JACK TA UB,

Execut ive Vice-President, and enj oy the expertise and pr ofessi on al
integr ity w hich has ep itom ized Harmer Rooke since 1903

NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE! NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.
Negotiants in Fine Philatelic Properties

Established: LONDON 190 3 • NEW YORK 1939

3 EAST 57th ST. • NEW YORK 10022

In New Yor k State and New York Metropolitan Area

CALL COLLECT (212) PLaza 1-19 00
11:3



"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS-PART .10

# 63(1c) & 73(2<) - Tied by Grids 10 Fine cover w ith ms. "WHAT A HEAD" next to # 73. Pmk.
" CONCORD, N.H.•Aug . 4,1863"-Unuluol cover $25

# 63(1c), Two # 65 (3c), # 68(I Oc) & Poi. # 73 (2c) - Stamps have some defects, pen cancelled & Tied
10 Fine Orange cov er to F.once, wilh 30 morking In Black, "NEWARK,N.J••Dec. 23,1164" Pmk. ,
N.Y.C. Pmk., Red French Rec. Pmk., Block (DUE) " B"- A Scoree combinotion $75

# 63{lc) , # 72(9Oc) & # 76(5c) - f-VF, Sound cop ies,tied by large Black Circular Grids to VF While
cover (7 x 4) w ith y.,.. repair ed tea r," PER STEAMER CHINA" ,p rinled address,"BANK OF LIVER·
POOL, LIVERPOOL." 4 x 24c Rote(96c),Signed on back by ASHBROOK• .A REAL BEAUTY,Cot.
$1727 + + • • $1,500

# 71(3Oc),#72(9Oc) & # 7B(24c) - f·VF. Sound coples,tied on repaire d folded leller to LONDON, show­
ing 6 X 24c Rote ($1.44), Rare combinotion. Signed on reverse by ASHBROOK. Cot. $1791.50 __$1,000

# 73(2c Black Jock) - Off cenler, neally l ied by clear Blue "MOUNDSVILLE,(West)VA." Pmk. to
V.F. Yellow cove r. A BEAUTY $20

# 73(2c) - Perfs cuI bollom,t ied by Geomelric STAR & "N.Y.C.-IB64" Pmk., plus additional "N .Y.C."
Pmk. & Black Targel on V.F. Orange cover w ith colorless embossed C.C. ANOTHER BEAUTY • __$25

# 73(2c) - Perfs just cuI left, tied by Target to V.F. White cover, w ith ti ny closed tea r, show ing
R.d MASONIC C.C., Pmk. "BOSTON,MASS.PAID".Atlractive $35

# 73(2c) - F-VF, Tied "BROOKLYN,N.Y.·Feb .13,1B63" to tiny embossed VALENTINE enve lope , small
closed rep aired lea r. • ., $45

# 73(2c) - f -VF Gd d 't ance l, on Super b all-eve r Adverti sing cove r of Fire Ins. Co. wl th lIIul. Burning
Bldg.; Pmk, " LACONIA,N.H." A GEM • $50

# 73(2c) - Perf s nip BI.,Target cancel, on V.F. Embosse d VALENTINE cover , Pmk. "AVOCA,N.Y."
N ICE ITEM • • • $50

# 75(5c Red Brown ) - flncy Block 5 Pt. " STAR" concel , perfs just nip T. &R.,Rlch color, on fino
cover (corner slain ) with Red Ova l " U.S. 10ch.PAID" ,but add ressed onl y to " CAPE NEGRO, N.Y."
& Pmk, "GLOUCESTER,MI.·23 Apr .IB63", Odd usage & markings. Cot. $52.50 + $31

# 76(5c Brown ) - Superb marg ins, short perf, tied · by we dge gr id 10 bit soil ed wh ile cover w ith
no Pmk., bUI Circul o. " 131/2c" marking, addressed to " NEW GLASGOW,N.Y." RARE $35

# B5b(2c·" Z" G.ill ) - V.f ., ·t ied to V.f .-S., Cream cover , Pmk. " Middlalown,Ct," , Very lco.ce on
cover elpedolly 10 nic., Cot.$90+ • ._ $85

#93 (2c-9xI3 G.iII )-Aboul f ine, tied by Grid & sma ll " BOSTON,MASS," Pmk., to V.f . cove r w ith
e laborale C.C. of " F. TRIFET, 20 Stote St.,Bolton,Mul," Eo.ly Pione •• Stamp De.ler, Most ott.oc·
t ive & Unusol . • • $50

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Moleswortht Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522
THE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., at 10 Country Club Drive;
Fulton , Mo. 65251. Second-class po stage paid at Fulton Mo. Subscription price $14 .00. A year's sub­
scriptio n Is Included In m embership In the U.S. -Ph ila telic Classics Society, with $7.50 of each
member' s du es appo rtion ed to publication of The Chronic l e. Printed In the United States of America.
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NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
A qu estionnaire entitled "Survey of U.S. Stamp Collectors"

has ap par entl y been sent to all members of USP CS, with
a cove ring letter adv ising the compiled informat ion would be
submitted to th e Chronicle for publication.

Th e edi tors of the Ch ronicle'wi~h to adv ise they were not
no tified of this und ertaking pri or" to receipt of th e question­
nair e. As a ma tt er of long-t erm policy, data of th is na ture has
not usually been published in the Chronicle, which is cen tered
on the tech nicali ties of the stam ps an d their postal history
ra ther than on thc socio-economic aspects of stam p collecting.

Neither th e Offi cers nor the Board of D irectors were
asked for approval .of this undertaking.

Th e q uestionnaires, when com pletely filled out; con­
tain informat ion including the details, scope and va lue ' of the
members' personal collections, ,together with their names and
addresses . Memb ers filling out th e qu estionn aires with such
informat ion do so at their own risk. Th e ed ito rs of th e
Ch ronicle an d the officers and members of th e Board of Di­
rectors of USPCS bear no responsibility for any unfavorable
occurrences arising fro m the release of such information.
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THE 1847·'51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
THE "KNAPP SHIFT" AS TOLD TO ME BY ELLIOTT PERRY
CREIGHTON C. HART

Ever since Elliott Perry successfull y plated! the lOc 1847 stamp in 1923, col­
lector s have given special attention to plate varieties which include double tr ans­
fers, short transfers, plate scratches, re-engraved lines and other constant mark­
ings. Of all the various plate varie ties none is more conspicuous than position
31R (Figure 1) . Here the doubling in "Post Office" is clearly evident even to the
non-collector. There is nothing special about position 23L, yet thi s position is
the subject of thi s article. One stamp from position 23L has a much larger and
more distinct doubling of "Post Offi ce" than does 31R and thi s stamp is known as
the "Knapp shift" (Figure 2 ) . The diagram s in Figures 3 and 4 show the lines
involved and the area s in which doubling occurs.

Of course, there are many copies known of 31R all with the same double
transfer. There is only one copy of 23L with the even larger doubling in "Post
Office"; none of th e other examples of 23L have this doubling. Something myste­
rious happened to this one 23L that at first glance seems to make it mor e desirable
than 31R. Edward Knapp first brought this stamp to the attention of philatelists
in the late 1930's. Knapp was a respect ed , knowledgeable collector and this par­
ticul ar stamp has been known ever since then as the "Knapp shif t" .

The Knapp stamp created quite a sensation for a few years. Specialists were
asking, "Is the Knapp stamp a genuine plate variety or is the doubling painted
in to fool collectors?" "If it is genuine had Elliott Perry incorrectly plated the ten
cent stamp?" "If it is a paint job who did it?" "What can it be if it's not a paint
job?" "Where did it come from ?"

Elliott's opinions about the Knapp stamp are here pr esented for the first
time in the philatelic press. Because of his success ful plating of the lOc stamp,
he has more experie nce with plate and ink varieties of th is stamp than any other
professional or collector. For thi s reason his statements deserve special considera­
tion . Although I have never seen the actual stamp it is my privilege to publish
Perry's conclusions in the Chronicle for the benefit of our members.

This article has been read by Perry befor e publication, and on F ebruary 22,
1971, he wrote me, "I appr ove of your art icle and you may say I do. Nothing has
happened to change my opinion as expressed in my letters to you."

What Perry has written me about the Knapp stamp are his conclusions after
giving the "double transfer (or shift ) on a copper plate" theory, and the "off-set
from a slip sheet" possibility, his considerate thought s for many years. In addi­
tion to his letters Perry sent me three blue prints of the lOc 1847 stamp made by
Stanley B. Ashbrook and with Ashbrook's line drawings and comments on the
prints. These are included as pa rt of this article.

Here are several paragraphs from Perry's letters which I have consolid ated
to make one continuous revelation.P

"Somewhere a stranger came to me and told me Knapp had pur­
chased the 'shift' stamp from him . I think his name was Albertis or
Altertus. 1 have not seen or heard of him since but suppose he was a
dealer in New York-or had been . He did not give me the idea that
Knapp had paid a fancy price for an unknown rarity . Probably this is
the first time 1 have told thi s to anyone.

"Frank Sweet was one of the first to whom Knapp showed the stamp.
He immedi ately pronounced it to be a paint job and to th e best of my
knowled ge, never changed his mind.

"I agree with Frank Sweet and with you at thi s writing. One thing
I have always been certain about-there was no such shift on the 10c
1847 plate at any time. And that all the blah-blah about copper plates
U8



was for one object-to validate the Knapp shift . If genuine it had to come
from a copper plate.

"Knapp showe d his 'shift' 10c 1847 to some American Bank Not e
Co . fello ws at the 1936 International-or 1926. They were the chief of
the tran sferring D ept. and th e operator of a transfer press. They were
told 'the truth and nothing but th e truth'-but not 'the wh ole truth'.
They were not told about oth er lOc ( stamps ) from the same plat e posi­
tion on which no trace of a shift appeared. I lost a 50c bet with Eddie
Stern-and paid it.

"W hen I sho wed th e copies which had no duplication of the 10c
design A.B.N. Co . men said 'Oh, the Knapp copy has an offset from a slip
sheet' . They told me th at the offset lines could not be distin guished from
the origin al lines of the engraving . Meaning that they would be raised
from the sur fac e of th e pap er , and possibl y depressed on the back, as is
common with intaglio lines.

" I cannot say whether a 'paint job ' could be distin gui shed from the
lines of an offset , and think it wo uld probably depend up on the th ickness
of wh at ever was used to make th e paint job. By a bit of expe rime nting
with india ink , or some oth er matter , you may be ab le to determine if
painted lines can be made indistingui shable from offset or from intaglio
lines.

"I have been inclined to believe that Frank Swee t was right-that
the shi ft was a paint job. I was-and still am-conf ident that it was not a
shift on a plat e, ca used by two differin g positions of a transfer roll. I did
not-and do not-believe it to be a kiss. With all respect to the knowl­
edge , experience and ability of the A.B.N. fellows, th ere ar e facts about
the Knapp stamp whi ch , in my opinion, ag ree better with 'pa int job' than
they do with 'offse t'.

"T he America n Bank Note fello ws treat ed me fine and I was not
willing to have th em pestered. T ha t is why I refused to say where my
info came from or ment ion 'slipsheet'. Sta n et al cou ld have fou nd about
slip sheet offsets as easily as 1 did. All the arguments about copper plates
and kiss impressions were intended, in my opinion, for one and th e same
purpose-to va lidate the Knapp 'shift' .

"Altho I had done the work on the 10c stamp and completed the
recon struction of th e plate, with proof that it was a double-pane plate
of 200 and not two 100 sub ject panes of 100, as Chase believed, Knapp
never showed me his alleged shift. He showed it to Per cy Do ane and
others and, as I now recall , got them to say it was wh at he claimed it
to be.

"Stan Ashbrook came to see me, bringin g Knapp's stamp , believing
it would not plate. 1 handed it to John Sherron to see if he could identify
the position on the ph otographs of all 200 positions. In a few minutes he
told us th e position, (23L). John's plating has never been qu estioned ,
by Stan at the time, or by anyon e else since.

"Stan left the sta mp for me to return to Knapp. Thru an acc ident
instea d of bein g prop erl y register ed and insured, Knapp received it b y
ordinary first class mail. He was very angry , as if the sta mp had been
mailed that way to show contemp t for it. I do not know who mailed the
letter , or wh y it was not register ed etc..

"I knew Knapp quite well, liked him, knew something of his histor y,
and never felt unkindlv toward him -nor had occ asion so to do . But I
never understood his attitude abo ut th at lOc stamp. For severa l years
my hands were tied because Knapp threaten ed to sue me if I printed
anything derogat ory to his 'shi ft',

"T he last 1 heard was a few yea rs ago wh en somebody told me the
stamp had been declar ed to be a paint job-and the paint er was known .
However , more recently ( I have been told ) it ha s been sold for $ 0 0 0 0

to somebo dy who has more confide nce in its authenticit y th an 1 have
ever had ."
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figure 1.

This diagram by Stanley B. Ashbrook
outlines the double tran sfer In 31R,
known as the big shift in "Post
Office". 31R was formerly 5co"', "C'''
and is now SeoU'. "B".

figure 2.

This Ashbrook's blue print of the
"Knapp shift" was sent to Elliott
Parry with "Exhibit A" and " Exhibit
B" .,
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Figure 3.

These next two diagrams were made
by Ashbrook and sent to Elliott Perry.
" Exhibit A" in his diagram with tho se
items ond position. of design w hich
are doubled in "Knapp shift" and Ire
outlined heavily in normal position .
The dote of the.e diagrams i. not
know n nor are they accompanied by
any text ex cept the letter ing on them.

Figure 4.

" Exhib it B" i. 0 diogram by Ashbrook
w ith thes e same lines to produce
do ubling . Not e ore.. dif fering in ap_
pea rance from "Kn. pp shift", esp e­
ciaUy in upper right IIrok e of the left
"X". The apparent implicat ion is that
o shifted transfer of the area . outlined
in "Exhibit A" should have produced
the results in "Ex hibit 8", rather than
the "Knapp shift" .

(The word ing on the print reads: ­
Top-Exh ibit " B" Die Proof Showing
The Duplicated Line. Approximately
The Same As KNAPP Stamp. Right ­
Not Exactly A. Per Knapp Stomp. Bot­
tom -On Knapp Cop y The " Shift Here
Is A VERTICAL Line. Under A Strong
GI... The Die Proo f Show. Two Line.
A. Here Drawn, The One To Left Pro ­
duc ing The Shift. Left - On Knopp
Stamp The Horizo n,.1 Lines Ex'end
Further To Left. )
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The Knapp shift certainly is not a plate variety as are the big "Post Office"
shift (31R) , the three minor double transfers listed by Scott's, and the four
other double transfers plated by Perry but not list ed in Scott's. The th eory that
this stamp represents a genuine plate varie ty occurring only in a very late print­
ing is dependent on the use of copper for the plate. One of th e principal disagree­
ments between experts in the past has been wh ether the 1847 plates were steel
or copper . Stanley Ashbrook was th e first to sta te that th e 1847 plates were copper
or "a composition in which copper was the principal part". For several yea rs
many specialists accep ted his convincing th eory. When th e Knapp collection was
dispersed in 1941, th e short-lived Philatelic Research Laborato ries, Inc. had the
following to say about the Knapp stamp wh ich sold as lot 2248 for $1,100.00:

"10c black, th e tremendous shift, # 23L, discovered by Edward S.
Knapp, and kno wn to philately as the "Kna pp Shift," superb. This stamp
was th e subject of controversy between stu dents for seve ral years after
the discovery , with the claim adva nced th at it was not a genuine shift.
Indep endent research by th e lat e Ir, Knapp in collaborati on with Stan­
ley B. Ashbrook served to indica te that a shift of th is character could
exist if the plat e was made of copper. The stamp was submitte d to the
Philatelic Research Laboratories for intensive examina tion and study,
th e results of which were published in Volume II of "Philately of Tomor­
row". The genuineness of th e shift has been full y subs tantiated and con­
clusive proof adduced that the plates were made of copper. This is th e
only known example of this tremendous double transfer."!

By 1947 the controversy finally was reso lved in favor of the stee l plates
by the discovery by Mrs. Catherin e L. Manning of th e Smith sonian Institution of
a proposal to th e Post Office Dep artment dat ed March 20, 1847 as follows:

"The undersigned propose to Engrave Steel Dies, and to provide
Steel plat es for Five and Ten cents Stamps for the TJ. S. Post Office
Department, without charge for th e same, or for keeping th em in re pai r,
and to furnish Stamps from the same on suitable paper, of the best
qua lity, prep ared for use with gum, at the ra te of Twenty-five Cents per
One Thousand Stamps- The Stamps are to be executed in th e best style
of line Engra ving, and the D ies and plates to belong to, and to be held
for the exclusive use of the Post Office D epartment.

Rawdon, Wright, Hatch & Edson

A seco nd proposal was made by Rawd on, Wright, Hatch & Edson on
March 31, 1847. It offered "in addition to our former proposal" to print th e nu­
merals of value in red ink at the same price mentioned in th e first proposal, and
continue d with the alternative :

W e will furnish them printed in one color, (the "Five and "Te n"
Stamps each in a differen t color, if desired , by way of readily distin guish­
ing them, ) at th e rate of Twenty Cents per one Thousand Stamps."

Besid e this final paragraph is the notation "This bid Accepted."
The qu estion narrows to wheth er the Knapp stamp is an offset from a slip

shee t, or paint job. As of now no one has shown whe ther th e paint or ink on th e
Knapp stamp came from a subs tance on a slip shee t or came from paint or ink
from a paint brush . If the ink came from a slip sheet, it is th e only United States
stamp known to receive a second imp ression in this manner. If the paint came
from a brush, this stamp is only one of many to be so altered. Common types of
the 5c and 10c values of the 1851 and 1856 issues have b een expertly cha nge d
with a hair brush so as to pass as th e higher priced typ es.

Because the term "slip shee t" is rar ely encountered in philately, you may
be asking yourself, as I did , wha t is a "slip sheet" as used by th e printing and
engrav ing profession? In answe r to a letter of mine, the American Bank Note
Company wrote me January 22, 1969-

"In this instan ce, Webster's Dictionary gives th e best answer:
'a slip shee t-a sheet of paper placed between newly printed sheets to

prevent offse tt ing,
'to slip -sheet-to interleave (as printed shee ts) with slip shee ts'."
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For many years, due to th e nature of engraved (i ntaglio) printing, it was
necessary to slip -sheet in order to keep one pri nt ed shee t from offsetting
to another as th ey came off the press and were pil ed one next to th e
other .
Generally the industry used rou gh -textured pap er to int erl ea ve at the
press as each printed sheet came off or, as in our case , a sheet of wax
paper was used. In th e early 1930's inte rleaving was discontinued at our
Plant with the development of a par affin roll , into which the printed
sheets wer e placed and subseque ntly re move d afte r the inks had dri ed.
The Bureau of Engraving & Printing and others simila rly developed
th eir own spe cial programs for discontinuing th e use of slip sheets, but
one ca n st ill go into man y countries where they are still used. Th ey are
probably still utilized in most places throu ghout the wo rld .

Yours velY truly,
AMERICAN BANK NOTE COMPANY"

It is easy to understand how a slig ht movem ent of the slip sheet while the
ink was still wet could cause tr an sfer of ink on the slippe d sheet back to a dif­
ferent place on the sheet of stamps . W ha t is quite hard to understand is how such
an occurrence could affect just a sing le sta mp out of 200, and , most rem arkably,
without any evide nce of blurring or smearing .

Althoug h th e sole purpose of th is article is to present Perry's opinions, I
will also take thi s opportunity to tell our members that th e Knapp stamp was
submitted to the Philatelic Foundation in the fa ll of 1951. After an extensive
scientific examination th e F oundation issued a certificat e th at th e doubling on
the Knapp sta mp is "no t a genuine shift". Among the numerous letters received
at that tim e from professionals and collec tors, is one fro m Hugh M. Clark then
publisher of Scott's "U nited States Stamp Ca ta logue Specialize d". In his letter
Clark writes seemingly with certain knowledge, that Knapp b ought the stamp
thinking it was the "regular we ll kno wn shift". The conclus ion from thi s is that
an attempt was made by some one to copy th e big "Pos t Office" shift and although
the job was excee ding ly well done the doubling was made too prominent-and
on a stamp that it is possible to assign to a position differ ent from 31R.

Where did the Knapp stamp come from? Knapp was one of th e most act ive
collectors of United States stamps in the ea rly part of the 20th Century. He un ­
doubtedly bought stamps from many sources, fro m establishe d reputabl e dealers
as well as from dealers whose lack of knowledge excuses them for selling ques­
tion able stamps. Perry thinks th e stamp was bought from a dealer by the name
of "Albe rt is"- no one is positive where it was bou ght. Some professionals to whom
I've talked, think it found its way to th is country from E urope, probabl y Spa in.

Perry's plating of the 10c stamp rem ains the basic proof that the "Knapp
shift" is a "Knapp -some thing -else" than a shift. Elliott Perry's rem arkabl e plating
achieveme nt was completed in 1923 and two years all 1847 specialists will cele­
brate th e golde n anniversary of his grea t acc omplishment.

References
I Collector s Club Ph ilatel ist , serially beginni ng April 1924.
2 Personal correspon de nce Decem ber 13, 1968, Febru ary II . 1969 and Dece mber I . 1969.
a Sta n ley B. Ash brook "The 5c 1847 DOUble Transfers", Stamp Specia list (yellow) , p. II.
4 "The Edward S. Knapp Collec tion " Part one, May 10, 1941, lot 2248, p . 274.

NE XT ISSUE: "1847 Covers from Indian Terr itory" and "Invisib le Ties".

1972 International Exhibition in Belgium
Dr. Robert de Wasserman, RA 383, has asked that Classic Socie ty members

be reminded that BELGICA 72 is to be held in Brussels June 24 to Jul y 9, 1972.
Dr. de W asserman was one of seve ra l E ur opeans receiving awards at Phi ­

Iympia in 1970 for exhibits of U. S. cove rs of the classic peri od .
Inquiries should be directed to,

BELGICA 72, E xposit ion Philatelqu e Inter .
Boite Postale 1472, B-l000, Bru ssels 1, Belgium
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THE 1851·'60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
MORE ON EARLY U. S. PERFORATION
This report supplements the article "First Official United States Perfora­

tion" that appeared in No. 69, pages 16-24.
Through the courtesy of Dr. Gerald B. Smith , we illustrate in Figure 1 the

earlies t known use of officially perforat ed United States stamps.

Figure 1.
Fig. 1. Polr of S3 from Plo'e 7 (81, 8U7) used from Portlond, Meine, on Februory 19, 1857.

We are particularly indeb ted to Mr. William Wyer and Mr. Bruce W. Hazel­
ton for reports which prove that stamps from plates other than Plate 7 were used
during the experimental period (February throu gh May, 1857 ). As a result of
these reports and others, a new pattern seems to emerge toward the end of this
period. These are the newly reported covers, which supplement the list that ap­
peared on page 19 of the first article :

Date Where Used Plate Reported By

February 28 New York 7 A. H. Bond
February 28 New York 7 W. Wyer
April 30 Wash ington, D.C. 6 T. J. Alexander
May 9 Farmington Falls, Me. 4 B. W. Hazelton
May 12 Middletown, Conn. 6 W. Wyer
May 22 Fort Des Moines, Ia. ? W. Wyer
May 23 New York 7 T. J. Alexander
May 29 Washington, D.C. ? W. Wyer
May 30 Baltimore ? W. Wyer

April 30 and May 9 are new early dates for Plates 6 and 4 respectively. The
May 12 date from Middletown, Conn. is apparently the previously reported earli­
est known date for Plate 6 which was questioned in the earlier article. Mr. Wyer
confirms that the stamf is from position 20R6.

The appearance 0 stamps from different plates after April 30 leads Ye Ed
to suspec t that there may have been a second run with the perforator the latter
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part of April that has not been reported before. Our list of known covers during
thi s period now totals 19. Of these, 7 ha ve not been plat ed , 9 are fro m Plate 7, 2
are from Plate 6 and 1 is from Plate 4. Th ere must surely be upwards of 100 covers
that ha ve surv ived. If our members will search their collec tions and report th em,
we will be closer to learning th e truth about thi s interest ing and imp ortant ph ase
in th e production of United States stamps .

The following is a listing of the earliest known dates for perforated 1857 issues:
Value Plate First Contract Second Contract

3c

l c

5c

10c

12c

2 Late
3
4
5 Lat e
6
7
8

1 Late
2
4

1

1

1

May 7

April 30
February 19

July 25
Jul y 16
August 25
August 19

?
July 4
July 28

Jul y 25
July 25
July 26

August 23

Jul y 27

Jul y 30
TOO LATE
Mr. Walt er Hubbard has supplied us with this photo of a cover used from

New Orl eans to Franc e during th e "three month period." It bears th e New York
handstamp "TOO LATE" and, through oth er markings on th e cover, confirms
Mr . Tracy W . Simpson's opinion th at thi s marking indi cates a delay "that was
not th e fault of the postal system but perhaps caused by a delayed connection"
(U.S.P.M., p. 117) .

The cover was mailed from New Orleans on January 13, 1857, and is marked
for delivery to th e mail steamer As ia. It tra veled over the Great Mail route from

Figure 2.
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SHADES OF THE 3c 1851-61 STAMPS
DAVID T. BEALS, III

Your editors feel that th ere is much to be done to disseminate th e existing
information on shades of th e 3c 1851-61 as originally researched and published
by Dr. Carroll Ch ase, and supplemented by th e work of Mr . D. A. Card, Dr. W . F .
Amone tte and others. We are also confident th at th ere is still more to be learned
in th is field, particularly in th e perforated issues.

It is amazing how often man y of th ese shades are erroneously described by
otherwise knowledgeable dealers and reputabl e auctioneers (particularly th e
copper shade of SI and th e various claret and plum sha des of S2 ) .

Mr. Tracy \V. Simpson feels ( and we certainly agree) th at everyone sees
color a bit differ ently and th at no amount of writing can really give anyone a
proper understanding of the nu an ces of th e fascinating range of sha des of th ese
stamps, but th at the only reliable starting point is from an acc ura te color char t
pr epared with sam ples of the stamps the mselves. The interest in this informa tion
is readily apparent from th e prices which accurate color cha rts realize when of­
fered at auction (often several doll ars a stamp) .

If our membership will help , we would like to under take a project of pr e­
paring color charts in quantity, utilizing half of a sta mp per example. W e hope
that members won't feel th at it is traumat ic to spli t a sta mp; in this way we can
produce twice as man y charts. W e propose to include severa l examples of th e
major shad es in order to give some idea of the wide range in which many of th em
were printed. Also, information on year of printing and plates used will be in­
cluded. Any additional sugges tions would be most welcome.

. We ask our members (particularly deal ers and specialists) to check th eir
duplicates and send us their seconds ( even badly damaged stamps can be used).
While the common shades pr esent no problem , we badly need examples of Sl
(particularly the copper sha de), S2 in th e 1852 pink claret, '56 yellow rose red ,
'.57 rich clarets, plum and both brown shades. Also, very light or bright ( inte nse)
or rich ( deep ) shades of the commoner colors of both S2 and S5, and examples
of the orange red shade of S5 are need ed.

Stamps should have, pr efer ably, fairly light bl ack cancels (manuscript is
fine ) , but we will b e glad to have th ese in an y shape. Plat ed stamps would b e
most helpful, particularly Plates 4 through 8, and are necessary to determine th e
shade in som e instan ces.

Anyone who wishes may make a tax-deductible gift of such stamps to th e
Society ( we are advised th at no indep endent appra isal is required for gifts under
$200) .

Each chart will consist of two 8xll inch album pages and will, of course, be
approved by Dr. Amone tte or Mr. Simpson before it is issue d. 'We think th e cost
should be reasonable.

The foregoing proposal was pr esented at the annual meeting of th e U. S.
New Orleans to New York, a trip th at in 1857 normally took 6 da ys. This would
have put the cover in New York by January 20, in tim e for th e sailing of th e
Asia on January 2l.

However, th e cover was delayed on route and arrived in New York too lat e
to be placed on the Asia. While most of thi s route was serviced b y railroad in
1857, the stretch between Montgom ery and Stockton, Alab ama , wa s still served
by stagecoach and steamboats were used between Stockton and New Orleans.
Thi s part of th e route was the cause of frequent delays, particularly in th e winter
months. "Of th e mails sent from New Orleans to New York , 161 arrived on sched­
ule and 202 in from 7 to 16 days." ( Huber & Wagner, Th e Great Mail [1949],
p.82 ).

This is an example of one of th e 202 dela yed mails. When it arrived in New
York marked for delivery to the Asia it was mark ed "TOO LATE." It was sub­
sequently placed aboard th e Persia, receiving th e New York-British Packet mark­
ings on F ebruary 4, the sailing date of th e Persia. The "TOO LATE" marking is
struck in red.
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Philatelic Class ics Society in Washingto n on May 23, 1971, and was further dis­
cusse d th er e wit h Dr. , ,,. F . Amonette. Dr. Amonette is our Socie ty's primary
authority on th e sha des of the impe rfora te issues ( he disclaims responsibility for
the perforated issues ). He is preparing an up-to-dat e article on th e imperforat e
shades, which we hope to publish in th e near future. At th e Washington meeting,
th ere was considerable enthusiasm expressed by those present for th e widest pos ­
ib le dissemination of th e actual color charts.

In this connection, Mr. Tracy ' V. Simpson has offered his original Chase
chart to the Society for temporary loan to interested members on a rental b asis,
and it is hoped that in the near fu tu re we can produce ano ther reasonabl y com­
plete one to b e used in the same way.

It was , however, concluded that producing cha rts in qu ality wo uld pro bably
not be possible, as it is doubtful if there are enough of th e ra re shades in existence
( '51 Copper, '56 Ora nge Brown, '57 Plum and the rar e sha des of the perforated
issu e ). It was suggested th at cha rts of the standard sha des wo uld b e useful , as
there is much uncertainty even on these, and with practice, th e rar e shad es might
be ear-marked for expertization by a process of elimina tion from such a cha rt.
Such cha rts were requested by severa l of tho se members wh o were present at
the meeting.

A fur ther qu estion was raised as to the possibility of disseminating informa­
tion on color by association (color chips , suc h as appear in th e Ridgeway book ),
photography, print ing or other me thods . While several possibilities for the future
undoubtedly exist, there does not seem to be any method presently available for
accurately reproducing these sub tle sha des of red and brown , except the fir st
one mention ed. In his lat er years, Dr. Chase identifie d severa l sha des of the 3c
1857-61 sta mps by association with the Rid geway colors, and undoubtedl y there
is more th at we ca n do on thi s. However , the Ridgeway b ook is hard to find and
very expensive . Anoth er book of co lor cha rts was mentioned with which th e
Rid geway colors can appa re ntly be accurat ely equa te d (poss ibly as low as $8.00
a copy ). '" e are investigating this book and will report specific details wh en we
can.

In the meantime, we would very mu ch like to know from our membership:
1. Those members who are seriously inter ested in the sha des of th ese stamps,

and of th ese, who would be willing and abl e to contribute some of the scarce r
sha des to the cause .

2. Those who would be interested in the color char ts of sta nda rd sha des
at an estimate d cost of $10.00 per set for th e two pages of imperforate and per­
forated sha des.

3. Those who would b e intereste d in renting the complete cha rt on a weekly
ba sis.

4. Any other ideas or sugg estions on this sub jec t which our membership
ma y have,
54 AND 55 RESEARCH
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

(The followin g notes were abstract ed from a talk give n by Ye Ed at the So­
ciety's semilw r on the 1857 issue at NA PEX in May . Mu ch of th e information
contained in these notes has been prin ted before, and to the exte nt that this is
"old hat" to our sen ior members, ICe apologize. However, we feel that it is im­
portant occasionally to bring our newer members up to date on th e current status
of platin g progress with th ese stamps.)

Becau se the old "imperfora te" plat es we re not suitable for use with the new
perforating machine, the contractor , some time in July, 1857, began laying down
new plates. A new six-relief transfer roll was used to improve vertical alignment,
and horizontal spacin g was improved by slightly enlarging the over-all size of the
plat e. In stead of recutting all four frame lines, as was gene rally done on the im­
perforate plat es, only the vertica l frame lines were recut on the new plates, again
to give more space between the hori zontal rows to accommodate th e perforations.
Similar devices we re used on the new l c an d 5c pl ates to increase the space
bet ween horizontal rows, and for the same reaso n.
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It is said th at six new 3c plates were laid down first with th e new transfer
roll. -On the first two, the engraver carefully (?) recut th e vertical fram e lines
from th e top to the bottom of each stamp design , leaving a gap between stamps
on the pl at e, thus creating what we know as Type lIa stamps. He soon found it
to be a lot easier to lay a straight edge across th e plate and draw the vertical
fram e lines from th e top to th e bottom of the plate without any gap between th e
stamps, creating Typ e II. Had he not been so lazy (o r efficient), reconstructing
these plates would be much further along than it is.

I assume it is not necessary to warn th e sophistica ted rea der to beware of
uninformed dealers who like to sell top and bottom row copies as Type lIa; for ,
short of plati ng, th e only way to know th at you have a genuine Type lIa in th ese
circumsta nces is to be able to see th e end of the fra me line at both top and bot­
tom or identify the specimen as a Type lIa from the characteristic crooked fram e
lines.

The first six plat es were numbered in a random mann er after all six had been
laid do wn . The first two plates that were made (Type IIa ) , received plate num­
bers 10 and 11, while the last four were numbered 9, 12, 13 and 14. The Type
IIa plates are called th e Plate 10 Group and the Type II plates are called the
Plat e 9-12 Group.

Considerable diffi culty was experienced with the Type lIa plates; each of
them was re-entered twice, creating, for the plater, six plates-l0 Early, 10 In ­
term ediate, 10 Late, 11 E arly, 11 Interm ediate and 11 Late. They are all rar e,
and 11 Late, whi ch was used for quite a short tim e, is very rare. They have all
been completely reconstruc ted, but because of their rarity, it is doubtful if more
than 2 or 3 complete reconstructions exist. Thi s is unfortunate because of the
large number of pl at e varieties that exist on them. They include several recut
inner lines, double frame lines and severa l ma jor double trans fers (including th e
"Pha ntom E" that appears on two positions from Plates 10 Intermediate and Late,
which were described in detail by Dr. Clarence E. Taft in Ch ronicle No. 65 ) .
Over half of the positions on Plat e 11 Late have recogniza ble double tran sfers
and many of th em are majo r.

Far less progress has been made with the Type II plates. Of these, at least
two exist in two sta tes: Plat e 9 Ea rly and Late and Plate "z" Early and Late
(probably Plate 18) . Considerab le progress has been made in plating Plates 9
Early an d Late.

Of th e later plat es, Plate 15 is th e most remarkable. It appeared in the latter
part of 1857 and was used continuously until early 1861, and so examples are
relati vely plentiful. Aside from the normal recu t ver tica l frame lines, it has the
most extensive internal recutting of any Type II plat e. Seven positions show recut
upper left tri an gles. There are a large number of doubled and split fram e lines
and two tr iple frame lines, as well as six major slips of th e engraver's tool. There
are also a number of pit-like plate flaws alon g the left margin of the plate.

It is believed that many of the peculiarities of thi s plat e resulted from
"splotchy" softening of the plate wh en it was prepared to receive th e transfer
roll . Most of the plate in thi s "softened" condition was much harder than normal
and so greater than usual pr essure on the transfer roll was required to make the
entries , but when th e tran sfer roll hit one of the soft spots, it entered deep er th an
normal , For instance , along th e bottom of the plat e appear seve ra l positions
where, at first glance , the lines on Washin gton's toga appear to be rec ut- the
so-called "Recut Bust ." Close inspect ion, however , reveals that th e lines do not
differ from the lines on the die-they are merely ente red deep er than other lines
on the plate.

Because the plat e was relatively hard, it was more difficult to recut th e frame
lines by hand. This led to many slips and line doublings, and because these hand­
cut lines were relatively shallow, they wore away quickly. There are one or two
positions from very lat e pri ntin gs that show no trace of either frame line.

As soon as we ca n solve the probl em of illustra tin g the varieties found on
this pla te in a satisfac tory manner, we will publish an article show ing all of thc
major varieties to be foun d on it.

In atte mpting to reconstruct Type II plates, the re are two basic po ints of
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attack. The first is th e top row of stamps, each of which was entered with the
"A" reli ef. The outstanding characteristics of this relief is the damage above th e
lower left rosette, which appears as a triangular blank area near th e frame line
and a smaller irregular blank area to the right of the first. Second, nearly every
position has a guide dot at the top of the right frame line. If th e perforations do
not cut away one of these characteristics and if they are not hidden by the can­
cellation, every top row position is theoretically platable. On several plates, th e
engraver attempted to hide the damage by recutting th e design into the blank
area; and, because it was don e by hand, each recut position differs from every
oth er, which grea tly facilitates plating th ese stamps. Very subs tantial progress
has been made with these positions, although many of them can not be assigned
to a definite plate or placed in relation to each other on the plate, for lack of
multiple pieces. If any of you hav e multiple pieces from top row positions that
have not been plated , you would do the cause a great serv ice by sending th em to
Mr. Tra cy "V. Simpson for platin g. Of the top row copies, only th ose from Plates
9, 10, 11, 15, 20, 23, and 24 through 28 are identifiabl e in all position s. Certain
positions of many of th e other plat es are known, particularly from what is surely
Plate 14. Many of th ose not identifiable by position have been listed by Dr. Ch ase
by T- numbers, but th ere are still some not identified .

The following is what we presently know about the top rows of the various
plates:

R epaired Not R epaired
Left Right Left Right

Pla te Pan e Palle Pane Pane Com me nts

9 Ea rly X X
9 La te X X
10 Early X X
10 Intermediat e X X
10 La te X X
II Early X X
II In term ed ia te X X
II La te X X
15 X X
20 X X
23 X X
24 X X IL24 is repa ired a nd

has a sma ll crack.
25 X X
26 X X
27 X X
28 X X
" I' '' X X P robably Plate 14
" R" X X
US" X X
"U" X X Many crook ed fram e

lines. 3L"U " is th e
"Q" recut,

"V" X X
"" T" X X
"X" X X
"Y" X X
" Z" Early X X Probablv Plat e 18.
rr: La te X X Probab ly not all top

ro w posit io ns arc rc -
entered,

The second line of attack is from imprint and plate number positions. Every
imprint copy can now be plated, although in a few cases we cannot yet assign
specific plate numbers to th em since the numbers themselves have not been seen
in conjunction with th e imprint. These are:
Left imprint Plate ''1'' and right imprint Plat e "K" are probably th e same plate-13

or 17.
Left imprint Plate "H" and right imprint Plate "L" are probabl y th e same plate-13

or 17.
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Left imprint Plate ''1'' is probabl y Plate 22.
What was formerly the right imprint of Plate "M" is now known to be Plate 12.

Th e task, then , is to tie a known imprint to a known top row copy through
multiple pieces. When thi s is possible, most of the margin copi es fall into place,
and we would then be abl e to begin work on the interior positions of the plate.
It is a job that probabl y can never be completed because of lack of characteristic
recutting on most of th ese stamps, but with a lot of effort and luck, a great many
positions should be plat able. .
NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U.S. MAILS

References to US Pl\[ in th e Ch ronicle refer to Societ y-sponsored book, U.S. Postal Marhings
"lid R elated Ma il Services by Tracy W. Simpson. .

Illu st ration
No.

US PM
Sched u le

Description
(Dillle llsiolis ill millimet ers]

Used R eported
With By

A A-I Caliiornia
HIC KSVI LL E/ms D / CAL. dbl.o .

43x28 with slig h t ornamc n ta­
lio n .
T his p.o. estab, Apr. 28, 1860,
in Sacrcmcnto Co u n ty, Discon ­
t in ucd in 1880.

S5 B. C. Pea rce

B A-I

A-8 (a)

Ken tucky
CLOVER P O RT / ms D /KY

0-36x32 Yz

LAWRENCE ~fASS . / D/PAID C-33
Stock style with cu rve d PA I D.
used infreq uently.

S2 A. T . Atki ns

S2 L. L. Down in g

G

D

E

A-2

:\ -2

A-2

stassach usetts
LAWRENCE MASS./ D/ PA ID C-33

LAW RENCE MASS.jD C-~13

New Yo rk
CH AT H AM 4 CO RNE RS /D /N .Y.

K3-31

52 L. L. Downing

S5 L. L. Downing

52 L. R . Ca m p he ll

F :\ -2 Peunsyloania
YO RK 5UL.5PRINGS/D / Pa .

K3-31
52 L. R . Ca m p bell

S2 L. L. Do wni ng

S2 L. L. Downing

G

H

J

A-13

A-13

A-13

A-13

Massachusetts
Lawrence 1.7-18

Leices ter 1.7-22

Lowell 1.7-17 (ap p ro x .) A wcd ge
has be en cut out of thi s ci r ­
cu lar grid .

L11 -11. Town unknown. but be­
lieved to be from Massach u ­
set ts .

S2 L. L. Down in g

L. L. Do wn in g

K A-13 New Yorlt
H arlem L16 -2 1. Mr. Down ing he­

licves that t h is d csign origina lly
co nsisted of tw o crossed arrows.

Sr-., L. L. Down in g

A. T . At kinsS5
A-22 Loui svi lle

For Delivel y to Pos toff'ice
[.LH3 (Bro wn a nd McGill)

A·27 (c) REGI ST ER ED sl 57\hx5 3c Nesbitt A. C. Hood '
Pro bably applied at Springfield,
Oh io . Da ted April 23 (1855?) .

I.

Not illustrat cd
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L

NEW EARLY DATE
In No. 70, page 81, appeared a note on a new ea rly dat e of use for Plate 27,

reported by Mr. Stanl ey M. Piller. We gave all of the dat a exce pt the date itself­
Septembe r 2, 18591
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THE 1861·'69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
There are a good many corrections and additions to make to data appearing

in previous issues of the Chronicle for this sec tion. Probably th e wo rst "goof' on
the part of th e wr ite r was th e confusion between th e steamships Arabia and
Europa in the editorial sec tion of Chronicle No. 70. We undoubtedly confuse d the
captions on page 33 of Ch ronicle No. 69. To set the matter stra ight, referring to
the early use of the 5c 1861 brown yellow shade , as shown on page 33 of Chronicle
No. 69, thi s stamp was prob ably used to prepay the 5c rat e to H ali fax, Nova Scotia
from Boston on a cover travelling aboard th e Cunarder Europa, which left Bos­
ton on August 21, 1861. Mr. Cliff Friend and Mrs. Susan M. McDonald both
corrected this error. We attributed th e sailing to th e Arabia, and cite d Mr. Lester
Downing as our authority, whi ch was also not correct. Mr . Do wn ing clearl y sta te d
the ship wa s th e Europa, and, no doubt, would have also pointed out our error
if his health permitted. Our apologies to all.

There are other errors to correct. The illustrat ions on pages 95 and 96 of
Chronicle No. 70 are not correctly captione d. The caption of th e upper illustra­
tion on page 95 ac tua lly includes th e caption for the document illu strat ed on page
96. T he first three lines apply to th e cover from Australia ; th e last three lines to
the document on the next page.

The article with which th ese illustrations ar e concerned has arouse d some
disagreement and a good deal of discussion . The disagreement is with our sta te­
ment on the bottom of page 95 th at this marking was "b elieved applied by th e
Briti sh Post Office." The discussion and reporting proves th at the marking was,
indeed, applied by the British Post Office whe n the letters arrive d back in E ng ­
land. As Mr . Charl ess H ahn notes, the marking was used in England on covers
re turned from all countries and for a period of up to, po ssibly, 50 years. Mr. Al
Zimm erman points out a cover with thi s marking was in one of his recent sales .
The date of the cover was in th e lat e 1850's, which, of course proves that the
marking could not be Confederate. Mrs. Susan M. McD onald notes th at th e
marking is recorded in British records as bein g a British marking, an impression
of the marking bein g in official files.

Of course the obv ious point, and the reason why cove rs addressed to the
Confederacy and which were returned to England are avidly sought with what is
a marking of otherwise ra ther casua l interest, is that the "reason for non-deliver y"
was th e Civil War.

A few members have commented regarding th e fancy cance ls of Plate "A",
page 89 of Chronicle No . 70. Mr . William Semsrott advises that No. 14 of th is
plate is a St. Louis marking. Others commented about other markings on the
plat e, generally, from the standpoint of their authenticity. With regard to this,
we should probably comment that no read er should try to evaluate whether or
not a marking is genuine from ours or anyone elses' tracin gs. Slight chan ges are
inevitable, and eve n if the reproduction we re perfect, it wo uld not look th e same
in print as on a cover or stamp. As for th e qu ali ty of fan cy killers on loose stamps,
we will agree that there are more fakes resposing in collec tions th an , probably,
any other kind of materi al. There is no question but wha t provin g fan cy killers
on loose stamps are genuine is nearly impossibl e; provin g a marking to be a
fake is often fa irly easy. As far as we are concerned, if a marking looks good and
there is no other way of deriving data, then we say: accept it for what it is-but
with a grain of salt. In other words, fancy killers on covers sell far better than
on loose stamps for a reason. And, we have never claimed that appearance of a
fancy killer or any other item in the Chronicle is any guarantee of authenticity.

Regarding th e Washington "cork" shown as item No . 18 in Plate "A" (page
89 of Chronicle No. 70 ), Mr. William R. W eiss, Jr. advises of an entirely different
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and most unusual usage of this killer. It was used on Black Jack trial color proofs,
Mr . W eiss noting that it was applied to th e gray-black, olive-green and chalky­
blue trial color proofs. Can anyone report an y further dates of usage or additional
colors of the Black Jack color trials with trial cancels of th is killer ?

This issue of the Chronicle contains the first of chapte rs of a book written
on Civil War occupation markings by th e Period Editor and Mr. Scott Gallagher.
To say that th e book is "a ways off" or incomplet e is, perhaps, some thing of an
understat ement. However , the purpose of running a occasional cha pter such as
thi s is to secure the necessary corrections and additions required to make the book
accurate and complete wh en it does ge t in print. Reports and comments will , as
always, be mu ch appreciated.
FEDERAL OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

On May 27, 1861, Postmaster General Montgomery Blair issued an order
suspending all po stal services in the states of Vir gin ia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Texas,
effe ctive Ma y 31, 1861. E xception for W estern Virgini a; and Tennessee, not hav­
ing at that time secede d, was ther efore not mentioned. The reason for thi s order
was, of course, th e formal assumption of the Federal po st offices and services in
the secede d states by Confederate Postmaster Gen eral John Reagan, as announced
a short tim e before.

As wa s stated in a short article in Chronicle No. 51, of D ecember, 1965, th e
Period Editor has had a long term project going for severa l years to list all occu­
pation usages from towns within th e Confeder acy during th e Civil War period.
Occupation covers tak e several forms , and we ha ve chosen to classify them as
follows:

1. Covers bearing the markings of postoffices reopened by Federal
forces in recaptured southern towns. E xamples : Nashville, New Orleans.
2. Covers bearing markings of postoffices in towns or posts which, al­
though nominally in Confederat e territory, were never held by Confed­
era te forc es, and which remained in Federal possession throughout th e
war. Examples: Key W est, Florida, and Old Point Comfort, Va.
3. Covers bearing markings of Federal postoffices newl y established in
wha t was nominally or recaptured Confederat e territory. These post­
offices were usually establishe d to provide postal services for Federal
troop concentrations. Examples: Ship Island, Mississippi, and Fort Pick ­
ens, Florida.
4. Covers from postoffices in ar eas, which, although sub ject to a procla­
mation of sece ssion by a state government, reall y we re correctly con­
side red by the F ed eral government as continuing to be part of the
United States. This category includes W estern Virginia (which became
West Virginia in 1863 ), and major portions of the states of Kentucky and
Missouri.
The war came very early to Florida, conside ring its distance from Northern

territory. In fact, according to th e Boston Almanac for 1862, page 13, Federal
postal service in Florida was discontinu ed on January 21, 1861. Actually, this
statement, officially, was incorrect, as onl y the Pens acol a post office and the
stops on mail routes serv icing it was discontinued, as far as we can learn. The
reason for the discontinuance was the interception of mails from the North in­
tended for the Na val and Military at the nearby Navy Yard and aboard the ship s
in th e harbor, and Forts Barrancas , etc., in Pensacola Harbor. A few days before,
the mainland forts had been sei zed by the Florida state authorities, and the few
troops had transferred to Fort Pickens , an old fort on Santa Rosa Island in Pensa­
cola Harbor. Th ese troops were under Lt. Adam Slemmer , U.S. Arm y, who made
the tran sfer on his own authority, bein g cut off from communication from his
supe rior officers.

Soon after , the F ederal Gov ernment, desiring to send word to Lt. Slemmer
of attempts to reinforce him , but not desiring to precipitate capture of the weakly
defended post by open action th at did not arrive in tim e, sent a letter by Thomas
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P. Shallcross, Special Agent-at-Large of the Post Office Dep artment. Shallcross'
diary entries (e ditoria l notes in parentheses ) during th is trip are of interest :

"Tuesday, F eb. 5, 1861. Arrived at Wa shing ( ton ) at 7 AM, 1:05 b ehind
time. Made out my account for January, # 137.78 & 62 per diem, $199.78.
Called to see J. Holt Secy War in regard to Mobile & Pensacola affairs.
. . . Instructions in regard to Mobile, Pensacola & delivery dispatches
to Lt. Slemmer at Fort Pickens received.
"We dnesday, Feb . 6. Left Washington at 6:30 AM via Baltimore
(boat?). T . W. Ho ward, Rt Agt, attempting to throw pouch ashore at
Fort Washington (Prince George Co, Md .) let it fall in the river , & sink.
Richmond at 2:00 P.M.
"Thursday, Feb. 7. Enroute for Mobile. Arrived at Wilmington at 5 AM,
left at 6 with M. Evans, conductor. Styles (?) gave me bottle whiskey
at Weldon & I gave some to Evans. He, in return, gave me lunch ( ? ). Ar­
rived at Kingsville at 2:30 and left at 4:20. At Augusta at 11:15 and left
at 12:38. I

"Friday, Feb . 8. At Atlanta 9:15 AM. Left at 10:15. Arrived at Mont­
gomery 10:05 PM & went on board of the stea mer St. Nicholas and she
left Montgomery at 11:45 PM . Fare agreed upon with Lison , $5. The
clerk put me in with (??) and he snored so that I could not sleep well.
"Sat., Feb . 9. Enroute for Mobile, on steamer St. Nichol as. Arrived Selma
at 10:45. (??) Hunter got off at his plantation below Selma, and in land­
ing, boat swung against tr ee and stove in side of barb ershop.
"Sunday, Feb. 10. Enroute for Mobile. The wind blowing from th e S.E.
from morning until night & the whole face of the country below Clai­
bourne covered with water. Arr ived at the upper landing at Mobil e at
6 PM , the rain falling in torrents . Remained on the boat all night.
"Monday, Feb . 11. At Mobile. called on L. Bowers, PM, and he went
with me to see the lady who wrote the letters to J. G. Wilson, 436 Market
St., Phil a. ... Met Thos Moore who talked about horses, went to theater
and saw the Play of Money.
"Tuesday, Feb . 11. At Mobile. Left at 1:30 PM . Arrived at Blakely at
4:15. Took stage over the worst road imagionabl e (s ic) .
"We dnesday, F eb. 12. Arrived at HR at 7:30 & Pensacola, Fla. at
10:20 AM. Hired buggy & 2 horses of Gon zales (Gomez?) and went to
Navy Yard, paid $4.80. Met Capt. Randolph who permitted me to com­
municate with Capt. Berr yman of Wyandotte (U.S. Gunboat in harbor
of Pensacola, Lt. O. H. Berr yman, comm anding ) . We nt on board and he
sent for Lt. A. J. Slemmer who came on board and dined with Capt. B.
and myself. Delivered letter of Secy to him. Came ashore at 8 & left
Pensacola at 9 PM .
"Thursday, Feb. 13. Arrived at Mobile at 12:30 aft er a terrible night ride.
Mr. L. Bowers din ed with me. After dinner , rod e out to old track to see
Mr. Moore. Returned by 7 PM . We nt to club room , played euchre."
After a rather leisurely trip north, via Corinth, Nashville and Cincinnati,

Shallcross finall y returned via his home at Whee ling, Va. to Washington, arriving
there on Feb . 22. He had pas sed through wha t was a very explosive situation,
as was attes te d by the fact that Navy Lt. Worde n (later captain of the Monitol' )
was captured and held a prisoner whil e on an exactly similar mission at about
this time. Shallcross had been a Democrat all of his life, and, possibly due to
suspected southern sympathies (his wife was quite outspok en on the subject ) was
dismissed as a special agent in October , 1861. We do not know when he was re­
appointed, but eventua lly did aga in become a Special Agent of the Postoffice
Dept.

His call at Mobil e was on routine business of a Special Agent, as will be
noted from a few more diary entries, as follows:

"Friday, Feb. 22. Arrived at Washin gton at 5 PM. Called . . . to see Col
Trott. ( Col. Thos. Trott, Chief Clerk , P.O. Dept. ) Returning to the Na­
tional, met Harry Rogers & went with him to club rooms and drank apple
toddy, ate oysters and returned 12 Ock.
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"Satu rday, Feb. 23. At P.O . Dept, talked with Mr. Zeveley ab out deten­
tion of letter addressed to Pen sacola F la.. .. W rote Col. Bigger enclos­
ing note which I received on bo ard U.S. Steam er Wyandotte at Pensa­
cola."
Shallcross then we nt to Baltimore and we nt on to Philadelphia, arriving there

in time to see Mrs. W allace play Lady Ma cBeth at the Walnut Street Theat er :
"Tues day, Feb. 26. At Philad a. Called at P.O. Met PM & Dr. Moore,
conferred about th e viola ted letter from Mobile to Jas. G. Wilson, Clerk
for Atwood White & Co. His letters are rec'd through th eir b ox by little
boy and by the b oy handed to him in pe rson .. .. Left 3 decoy letters
with PM to be put in box. . .."
The decoy letters arrived intact in the box each day, so Shallcross dropped

the matter for the moment. The affair of the letters from Mobile had , no doubt,
serve d to mask th e major purpose of his trip. In th e meantime, to provid e mail
for the tro ops at Fort Pickens, who were soon re inforced, Fort Pickens was estab ­
lished as a postoffice, as will be discu ssed later in this art icle. T he records in
the Nationa l Archives show th at on Ma il Route Contract 6575 ( 1859-63) from
New Orl eans to Key West, it was directed as of Jan . 21, 1861 th at Pensacola was
to be omitted, as having been discontinued. Another sta teme nt notes that "the
mails for Pensacola, Florid a we re omitted on the route Januar y 28, 1861, which
was apparently th e dat e th e orde r reached the con tractor.

The Register of Florida Mail Routes for 1859-1863 conta ins the sta tem ent :
"Discontinue service from and af ter 31 May, 1861, till the same can be safely
restored." This indicat es that mail service in Florida was only offic ially discon­
tinued at Pens acola in January , in spite of the sta teme nt of th e Boston Almanac
for 1861,1

The affair involvin g the closing of th e Pensacola postoffice took place before
Fort Sum ter. Anothe r possible probl em may have arisen, although it may have
simply been plannin g in case of war, an d it is quo te d from a Phil Ward colum n
in Mek eel's [of unknown dat e] .

"Post Office D ep artment
Washington, March 30, 1861

Sir:
I ha ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

11th inst. , with its enclosures, requesting the co-ope ra tion of thi s De­
partment in carrying into effec t a plan prop osed by th e Chi ef Engineer ,
for supplying Key West with ma ils, by mean s of U. S. Steamers via
Havan a; and to inform you, in answer , th at the only objec tion to the
proposed arrangement, is th e circums ta nce th at th e postal laws and regu ­
lati ons of th e island of Cuba, as understood b y thi s Dep artment, require
the mails to be delivered into th e Havan a Post Office imm ediately upon
the arrival of our streamers at th at port. Even th e correspondence for the
U. S. Consu l at H avana is not despatch ed in a separate bag, but is placed
in th e mail pouches addressed to Havan a, and reaches him through th e
Havana Post Office, in the ord ina ry way.

But as our Counsel at Havana has form ally approve d of th is plan
and th e Postmaster at New York has reported th at he sees no objections
to th e proposed arrangement, I have conclu de d to direct mails to be
mad e up both at New York and New Orleans, for Key West, to be for­
warded by steamship to Havana in care of th e U. S. Consu l and conv eyed
then ce to Key ' Vest by the Sch ooner "Tortugas" or other Government
vessels, according to th e suggestion of the Chief Enginee r, and have
this da y issued instructions to th at effect, wi th notice th ereof to th e
U. S. Consul at Havan a.

If objection should b e ma de b y the authorities at Havan a to the
delivery of these bags to our Consul, and their transfer by him to vessels
engaged in the Unite d Sta tes service for conveyance to Key ' Vest it ma y
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NIr. Gideon Welles,
Secretary of th e Navy.
SIR: In answer to your letter of the 25th, instant, I ha ve the honor to

then become necessary to adopt other arrangements to secure the object
desired.

I am very Respectfully
Your Obt. Servant,

M. Blair".

Although there is no notation on the copy as to whom the letter was directed,
we believe a May 30 date fit s the known facts better than March. This is only
speculation, but the beginning of the Civil War did not lead to imm ediate can­
cellation or suspension of mail carrying contracts throughout the South; this did
not occur until th e end of May, and, as will b e seen, the suggested plan was put
into effect soon after that.

When the war began , the Federal government instituted a "blockade," which
claim by the Federal government originally had a somewhat farcical aspect in
more ways than one. Although the F ederal govern me nt did not admit the exist­
ence of a Confederate governme nt, the proclamation of a blockad e actually gav e
the Confederate government international sta tus as a nation. After all , blockades
are between warring nations. A federal government wishing to cut off trade or
traffic into a port of a rebellious stat e should simply order th e port closed. In
both cases , a navy is required to enforce the closure, or blockade. At the begin­
ning of the war, enforceme nt was also farcical, and only a very small portion of
traffic in and out of the blockaded ports was actually intercepted by the Federals.
Later, of course, th e blockade grew continually in effec tiveness until it became
the major factor in th e war.

With the blockade, Key W est and the few other points on the Confederate
coasts became extremely important. Key W est was never in Confederate hands.
Although the post there, Fort Taylor, was originally ver y lightly manned, it w as
really never seriously threaten ed, and the post office apparently never ceas ed
operation as a Fed eral post office, but rather became a distribution point for
supplies and mails for the blockaders until the capture of more strategically
located ports relegated her importance back to almost pre-war status.

During the spring and summer of 1861, the Federals were sending every
ship or steamer they could lay hands on, and which could be equippe d with guns,
to blockade service. Fast steame rs, equippe d with ice rooms for food, were pur­
chas ed to carry fresh supplies and mail to the blockaders on a regular basis, but
these did not get into effective op eration until in Jul y and August. In the mean­
time, getting mail from the North was a rather hit-or-miss proposition for th e
blockaders. As a matter of fact, this problem was of concern to Secretary of th e
Navy Gideon W elles, as shown b y th e following letter: " .

NAVY DEPARTMENT, June 25, 1861
SIR: I have the honor to request that you will inform this Department
when and by what conveyance the mails are sent to Key W est , Fla., and
also to Fortress Monroe, and wh ether the postage is to be prepaid; and
if so, what amount in each case.

This information is desired to enab le the Department to send its
disp atch es regularly, and to an swer inquiries made of it by tho se having
fri ends in the naval servi ce.

I am , respectfully, your obedi ent servant.
GIDEON WELLES

Hon. M. Blair,
Postmaster-Gen eral.

Blair's reply was so prompt as to indicat e strongly a solu tion to th e problem
had already been planned , if not alr eady in effect :"

Post Office D epartment
June 26, 1861
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say that mails for Fort Pickens ar e sent from New York by every steamer
leaving th at port for Havana, Cuba, from which place th ey are for ­
warded by the American Consul to Fort Pickens , by Government steam­
ers, as opportunities occur. Postage on sing le letters the usual charge of
three cents.

For Old Point Comfort-Fortress Monroe-mails close at the post
office in the city at 1 o'clock eve ry da y, except Sunday, and go via Balti­
more.

Postage on single letters three cents, in each case to be prepaid by
sta mps.

Ver y respectfully,
Your obedient serva nt,

M. Blair

So, the plan previou sly submitted to Blair by some unknown person had
actually been placed in effec t.

All thi s placed a conside rable load on the previously rather inactive little
post offi ce of Key ' Vest. The postmaster finally appe aled for help , as witness
the following letter (Congressional Globe, conce rn ing Home Bill # 79, Second
Session, 36th Congress):

Post Offi ce Dep artment
Appointment Office
Dec. 16, 1861.

SIR: I ha ve the honor to return herewith th e papers requested by you to
this D ep artment for information, in the case of th e application of th e
postmaster at Key ' Vest , Florida for the passage of a law allowing him a
salary; and to sta te that it appears from the petition th at the present
increase of labor at that office is occasioned "by th e presence of a lar ge
squadron of United States vessels in the Gulf of Mexico, mail matter for
whi ch , and for Forts Jefferson and Pickens , passes through this offic e,"
The hardship complaine d of is only temporary, and will b e relieved with
the return of postal matters in that qu arter to th eir ordinary status, whe n,
it is pr esumed, the regular business of th e office will be sufficient to
sus ta in it as before.

Under the Act of 27 June, 1854, the Postmaster-Gen eral has dis ­
cre tionary power to order an allowance out of the postages collect ed at
any offic e "to defray the expe nse of extra labor employe d in separating
the mails," and is disposed to exercise such authori ty in thi s case on the
presentation of such a sta te of facts as wa rra nt it.

As the net receipts of th e office for the yea r 1860 ( no returns for any
part of th e yea r 1861 have been received ) together with the commissions
to which he was entitled, will give th e postmaster the amount asked by
th e petition, ($ 1000 a year ) no spe cia l legislation is deem ed necessary,
in thi s case , by th e Postmaster-General.

I am, very respectfully, etc.,
John A. Kasson,
First Ass't Postmaster -General

Hon H. G. Blake, of th e Post Office
Committee, House of Representat ives.

As might be exp ected, th e proposed bill was tabled. On March 21, 1862, it
was order ed "That th e postmaster at Key West , Florida, be allowed from Jan. 1,
1862, th e sum of $80 per qu arter out of th e po stage collected at his offic e to
defray th e expe nse of extra lab or employed in separa ting th e mails; the commis­
sion at his office bein g insufficient to provide such extra labor as is required to
dispatch them. This order to sta nd until otherwise order ed. "!
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As a matter of fact, the order did not stand very long. On May 8, 1862, it
was ordered "tha t the distributing duties be performed at Key Wes t tempo rarily
for correspondence to vesse ls of the Gulf Squadro n with the distribution com­
missions allowed by law."! No doubt this was a more workable solution to the
problem.

KEY WEST COVERS AND MARKINGS
Items traced as Nos. 1 through 6 of the plate of Federal Florida Occupation

Markings were applied at Key West. Figure 1 shows a cover bearing a Key West
marking applied May 12, probably 1862 although 1863 is also possible. The small

47111 Peun8ylvanl.. Ueglment. i.

Figure 1.
From the 47th Pennsylvania Volun te ers at Fort Taylor, Key West, Fla .

double circle Key West marking, item 3, is fairly scarce, and the per iod of usage
is uncertain, although it most cer tain ly was for a few months in the spring of
either 1863 or 1864. The large double circle, item 1, is the most common of the
three, probably because its pe riod of usage coinc ide d with peak period of volume
of mail through the Key West office.

It ems 5 and 6 are of interest , as is shown by the cover, Figure 2. Although

Figu re 2.
From abo ard th e U.S. Ship Preble , then blockading in the Gulf. Entered th e ma ils at Key West (" SHIP" and
" 3") and then taken north aboard th e despatch stea mer (U.S.SHIP/ 3 Cts .).
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th ere is no town marking, the writer and the late Henry A. Meyer decided that
Key Wes t was the only location where th e marking could ha ve been applied ,
and started a search for evidence on this score. As a result, Mr. Meyer was able
to locate, in an auction of the late Sam Paige, a cover bearing a 5c 1857 stamp,
a Key W est marking of the styl e of Item 1, and th e small blue marking as Item 5.

Several covers exist with the combination of markings as in Fi gure 1, all
bearing th e oval U.S. Ship/ 3 Cts , all used during th e autumn of 1861, when th ey
can be dated, and all from aboard U.S. Navy ships op erating in th e Gulf. As
we believe the oval U.S. Ship marking to be th e marking of a sea going route
agent aboard a desp atch steamer, it is assumed th e cover was picked up from
th e Key West post office to be taken north by the despatch steamer, who verified
the SHIP 3 rate (see Chronicle No. 58, Th e Shi p 3 Rate of C ivil War Days ) with
his own spe cial marking. This, of course, is speculation.

To complet e the Key West story, Joseph C. Whalon was appointed postmas­
ter of Key West on March 11, 1853. Henry Albury was appointed to be postmaster
on May 7, 1861, probably for political reasons. Albury was succeede d by George
Phillips in 1865.

FORT JEFFERSON
At th e beginning of the war, Fort Jefferson was under construction, being

large ly incomplete and without garriso n or armament. This fort , a huge work,
is located in the Gulf of Mexico, well west of Key ' Vest, being located on one of
the Dry Tortugas. A small garrison of some sixty men was sent from Boston to
occupy the fort, arriving January 18, 1861. Captain Montgome ry Meigs was at
Fort Jefferson to supervise construction, and he mounted cannon borrowed from
Fort Taylor at Key We st. Meigs was later Quartermaster General of the Union
armies during the war. Although a determin ed attack by even a small Confed­
erate force would have taken the fort , the only attack attempted was feeble and
was bluffed out by th e Federal troops who had only dummy guns mounted at
the time. Later , after all threat of capture was over, the fort was made into a
prison for Federal political pri soners, deserters, etc ., and it was here that Dr.
Mudd and other of the persons not executed who were convicted of conspiracy
in the Lincoln Assassination tri als, were confined.

About 500 troops or fewer was the normal ga rrison. The post office was estab­
lished on October 28, 1861 with one Horace Brook as postm aster . George Phillips
succeede d to the job on November 27, 1861. Phillips serve d until th e appointment
of George T . Jackson on Sept. 1, 1865. Phillips' appointment as postm aster at
Key West on October 14, 1865, may be an indication th ese positi ons were filled
by military men during the war. Certainly, almost anyone at Fort Jefferson during
the war would have some sort of association with the military.

The only Fort Jefferson postmark of the war was the slightly eliptical mark­
ing shown as Item 13 on the plate of Florida markings. The writer has seen only
black markings, although George N. Malp ass, in an article in W eekly Philatelic
Gossip, some years ago, stated that the marking ha s also been see n in red. Malpass
also notes th e earliest example seen by him is dated December 6, 1861, and th e
latest was December 25, 1864. Presum abl y, both later an d earlier strikes should
exist. Killers accompanying the marking are, in addition to man uscript cancels,
corks and a ra ther nice PAID in a circle , shown as No. 14 on th e pl at e of markings.

Fort Jefferson covers are not particularly ra re , but are popular. The story
of Dr. Mudd probabl y causes additional interest ; the marking is unusual and at­
tractive being normally very clearly and neatly struck, and a good variety of
attractive patriotic covers were used from this office, such as the cover shown as
Figure 3.

FORT PICKENS
Like Key Wes t, Fort Pickens was held by Fed eral forces throughout th e wa r.

Like Fort Jefferson, a post office was established there to service the troops and
naval personn el on the blockading ships in the Gulf. Accor ding to th e records in
the National Archives, this office was establishe d on May 30, 1861, and it was
transferred to Pensacola , after that city was reoccupied, on June 9, 1862. Ori ginal­
ly, the postmaster was to be selected by Lt. Col. H arvey Brown , comm anding Fort
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PLATE OF FEDERAL FLORIDA OCCUPATION MARKINGS
Date

Item Description Used on Range
i . KEY ' 'VEST/FLA., single circle, black. 3c 186!. Until April, '63.
2. Used with item 1, Apri l 20, 1863. 3c 1861.
3. KEY WE ST/FLA., small double circle,

black. 3c 1861. 1863 ??
4. KEY WEST/ F LA., large doubl e circle,

black. 3c 1861. Jan . 1864- ?
5. SHIP, in blu e. Key West usage. See text. Naval letters 1861
6. "3" in black, used with No.5. See text. Same. 1861
7. FERNANDINA/ FLA., large d.c., black. 3c 1861. Oct., '63-?
8. JACKSONVILLE/FLA., in arc., black. 3c 1861. 1864.
9. JACKSONVILLE/FLA., large d.c., black. 3c 1861. 1864- ?

10. JACKSONVI LLE/ FLA., single circle,
blu e, black. 3c 1861. 1865- ?

11. SAINT AUGUST INE/FLO., black. Sold. ltr ; 1862- ?
v i3c '61.

12. ST. AUGUSTI NE /FLA., large d.c.,
black. Tracing not available. 3c 1861. 1864- ?

13. FORT JEFFERSON/FLA., sli~htly
elip tical single circle, blac . 3c 1861. 1861- '64.

14. PAID in circle, black. Not in Linn . Used
with Item 13 as a killer. 3c 1861. 1862?

15. FOR PICKENS/ FL A., small single
circle, black. :3c 1861. 1861-2.

16. Grid killer used with Item 15, black. 3c 1861. 1861-2.
17. FORT PICKENS/FLA. , small d.c.,

bla ck. With separate target killer. 3c 1861. 1864?
18. PENSACOLA/ FLO., small d.c., black. 3c 1861. 1862.
18A. Same, with damaged frame line. Same. 1863-4.
19. PE NSACOLA/FLA., small d.c., black. 3c 1864.

envelope . 186?
20. WARRINGTON/FLA., small single

circle, black. 3c 1861. 1865?
21. Used with Item 20.

Figure 3.
The "Tree of Liberty" patriot ic design, used from Fort Jefferson, Flili .
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Pickens, and he selec ted Major Israel Vogdes of the 1st U.S. Artillery . Ho wever,
Vogd es was taken prisoner in a night attack on Sant a Rosa Island-by Confederate
forces under Brig. Gen. R. H . Anderson, this being on Aug. 6, 1861. As Vogdes,
whe n excha nged, did not return to Fort Pickens, we are not quite sure just who
serve d as postmaster of th e Fort Pickens post office until it was moved back to
Pensacola, although it was probably one Sigmund Loeb, who was listed as post­
master at Pensacola when th e office reop ened.

According to George N. Malpass, in an article in W eekly Philatelic Gossip
of February 6, 1954, th e earliest usage seen by him was on July 24, 1861. T he
normal marking on Fort Pickens covers, for 1861 and 1862, is Item 15 of th e plate
of Fl orida markings, and th e stamps are cancelled by th e grid killer shown as
item 16. The few Fort Pickens covers seen by th e writer , up until a year or so
ago, bo re this marking, and jud ging by sha des of th e stamps, and other informa­
tion pertaining to usage, were mailed in 1861 or 1862. Since the post office was
said to have b een moved to Pensacola about the middle of 1862, thi s seemed
logical. However , the cover bearing the marking shown as item 19, which is a
double circle marking with a target killer , probably not duplexed (although th e
one example see n by th e writer proves nothing in this respect ) is certainly cau se
for further inves tigation. The mark ing bears a year logos, but is not complete and
clea r. However, th e bottom of the number is rounde d, eliminating a "2" or "4."
In th e 1862 List of Post Offices in th e Unite d. States, which lists offices as of
Jul y 1, 1862, Pensacola is list ed and Fort Pickens is not. The cover , incidentally,
is addressed to Auburn, New York, and is an 1861 embosse d envelope, Scott's
No. U34. Can anyo ne repor t other covers with this marking?

PENSACOLA
' Ve have already discussed this office and its history extensive ly, T he Pensa­

cola area was evacua ted by Confedera te troops on May 9, 1862, and th e nearby
navy yard, at W arring ton, as well as the fort s. set afire. Part of the town also
burned. The F ed eral s landed the next day and held Pensacola for the remainder
of th e wa r.

Items 18 and 18A of th e plate of Flo rida markings are actually th e product
of the same instrument, before and after it was damaged. The damage occurred
sometime between August, 1862 and May. 1863. Item 19 is a Pensacola marking
- note that it reads "FLA." rather th an "FLO." but is oth erwise very similar­
first shown to us on a cover belon ging to Philip Baker. Len Persson has shown us
another, and th e one tr aced is from th e Period Editor's material. The latter two
cove rs are p robably post war, but we believe the Baker cover may be of late
wartime date. The Item 18A type has been recorded as being in use until
Jul y, 1864. Can anyone provid e better dating of these markings?

WARRINGTON
Items 20 and 21 illustrat e markings appearin g on a cover which has to be

of 1866 vintage, as th e East and ' Vest Gulf Blockading Squ adrons were not com­
bined into the Gulf Squadron, during th e post war reduction of naval forces, until
in June of 1865. Warr ing ton, which was actually the site of th e navy yard at
Pensacola harbor, is shown in the records in the National Archives to have had
its post office discontinued on April 6, 1863, and reestabli shed on Jan . 8, 1866.
As the 1862 List of Post Offices shows Warrington to be suspende d. rather th an
discontinued, it is quite doubtful that wartime dated covers from Warrington
exist.

FERNANDINA
Fernandina fell to Fed eral forces on Mar ch 4, 1862. Its capture was th e

continua tion of a campaign to seize and occupy Confederat e ports. The th eory
of the campaign was that th e blockaders needed ports from which to work, and
also th at capturing ports, if possible, constitu ted more positive ways to close ports
than blockades could eve r achieve.

Prior to th e wa r, Miss Eunice P. Brownson had been appointed to be post­
mas ter on April 28, 1860. The post office is listed as being open in th e 1862 List
of Post Offices, and is shown in National Archives records to have been discon-
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tinu ed on Oct. 15, 1862 and reopened on April 27, 1863, with William C. Merrill
as postmaster.

Item 7 of the plate of Florida markings shows the only wartime Fernandina,
marking in our records, this being the stand ard large double circle duplexed with
a target killer . No covers from the 1862 period have as yet been located or re ­
ported. The earliest example recorded by the writer of item 7 is of Oct. 20, 1863.

JACKSONVILLE
Although Fernandina was held throughout the war in at least some strength,

Jacksonville, being slightly inland on the St. John River , was considered a rather
exposed position, and was held only for about a month, in early 1862 and again
for about a month, in 1863, prior to being evacuated. In a letter from Brig. Gen.
H. G. Wright to higher headquarters dated April 3, 1862, and writte n from Jack­
sonville, it was suggested that postmasters be appointed for Fernandina, Jackson­
ville, and St. Augustine, and such was apparently done very shortly. However,
we have no evidence to date that the Fernandina post office ever really operated
until in 1863, and it is nearly certain that the Jacksonville office did not operate
until in 1864. According to the records in the National Archives, Calvin L. Robin­
son was appointed postmaster on April 9, 1862, and Edward H. Reed was ap­
pointed on February 7, 1864.

It should be pointed out , perhaps, that the apparent discrepancy between
the records of post office establishments and discontinuances in the National
Archives, and what apparently actually happened, as proved by existing covers,
letters, and plain historic fact, clearly recorded, should not be bothersome. Some­
times such appointments, as listed in the Archives records, were appa rently a
confirma tion of a situation that had existed for some time. Other appointments,
particularly those early in the war, although listed in the Archives, actua lly do
not reflect anythin g more than an intent to reopen a post office that really re ­
mained closed to Federal usage for considerable time after the date of the ap­
pointment. Early in the war , it was thou ght by most officials of both North and
South , that the war would not last very long ; and so, why not, once a town was
retaken, reopen the post office and go on as before?

Jacksonville is an excellent example of this. Wright suggested that the post
office be reopened, on Apr il 3, 1862, Jacksonville having been occupied by his
troops on March 12 of that year. According to the Archives, a new postmaster
was appointed on April 9, 1862-too soon to have been a result of Wright's recom­
mendation , although the latter's suggestion prob abl y reflected the current sta te
of mind on such matters. However, on April 7, Wright's commanding officer

Figur. 4.
Th. Jacksonvill. " provisional" marking on covar , April 20, 1864.
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ordered him to evacua te Jacksonville as untenabl e; and on April 9, Fe deral tro ops
evacua ted Jackson ville, not to re turn for almost a year!

Th e earliest kno wn Federal occupation marking for Jacksonville is shown
as item 8, of the plat e of Florida markings. Only a very few of these have been
recorde d , and none are very clearly struck. The marking was actually struck on
April 20, 1864, if the enclosed letter in the cover (shown as Fig. 4) is any cri­
terion, being dated April 19th. It em 9 shows the more conventional double circle
marking, which was in use in June, and possibly, May, of 1864, so the "provisional"
marking of Fi g. 4 may not have been in use mu ch more th an a few weeks. The
double circle was still in servi ce in Nov., 1864, and the duplexed small single
circle, struck in blue, shown as Item 10 on the plate may have been used by th e
end of January, 1865. We have no record of year dated covers with thi s mark ­
ing, however.

SAINT AUGUSTINE
St. Augustine was reoccupied by Fe deral troops in mid-March of 1862, and

prob ably remained in F ederal possession throughout the war. The post office was
reestablished on April 4, with Manuel Medicis as postmaster. Medicis was suc­
cee ded by James W . Allen on May 7, 1862. Two types of St. Augustine markings
exist, one b eing shown as item 11 of the plate of Florid a markings. The other,
th e conventional large double circle type, was appa rently used late in the wa r,
and we do not have one ava ilable at this time for tracing.

Covers from St. Augustine are not common, for usually only a few companies

Figure 5.
From a member of the "4th New Hampshire Volunteers, East Florida," St. Augustine, Fla., Sept ., 1862 .

of Federal troops we re located in the town . The cover shown as Fig. 5 is a nice
example showi ng th e early marking. It is endo rsed at the left as "From 4th N.H.
(New Hamp shire ) Volunteers, East F lorida, which identi fies the year the cover
was sent to have been 1862.

To th e best of th e writer's knowl edge, this articl e lists all known Florida
Fed eral occupation markings of the war period. Ob viously, it is easier to pin
down th e earlier markings than the later as being of war period . Most of th e
small double circles were used in 1863 or earlier; the large double circles did
not come into use until mid-1863, and th e small single circle mark ings are very
lat e 1864 at th e ea rliest . Most of the latter are very difficult to pro ve as having
been used of wa r date. Few were used on unpaid soldier's letters, so that the
military unit from which th ey were sent cannot be identified ; th e easiest method
of dating an otherwise uncertain markin g.
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POST 1863 WAY LmERS
Over the years, a good many covers have been noted with either 5c pr epaid

ship letter fee or an apparent way letter usage. Both these rates were abolished
by the Postal Act of 18153, which provided for double postage on ship letters,
and totally abolished the WAY letter fee. So why th e continuing usages after th at
date?

Mr. Clifford Friend recently gave us an opportunity to search through an
1866 P.L. & R In the very front, appe ars a note which may partially explain many
seeming confusions in the regulations in the immedi ate post-war years, as follow s:

This compil ation of the Postal Laws is the first th at has been
made since 1859. During the last six years there has been much legisla­
tion by Congress, that appears to have intended to cover or supply pro ­
visions of laws previously enacted; but it has not been deemed safe to
omit any laws or sections that have not been positively repealed or sup­
plied by later enactments. WASHINGTON, D.C., March 1, 1866.

JA W.
"JAW." are the initials of the compiler of the 1866 P.L. & R , one Joseph A.
Ware.

Section # 165 provided that ship postages were to continue at double post­
age, but the "fact that 2c per ship letter was still paid out to masters of vessels
may have confused some postmasters. However, th e situa tion was entirely dif­
ferent for way letters, which were mentioned under Chapter XLI of the "Regula­
tions", as follows;

WAY LETTERS, ROUTE AGENTS, LOCAL AGENTS,
AND MAIL MESSE NGERS.

SEC. 468. Way letters are such letters as a mail-carrier receives on his
way between two post offices. Th e carri er will deliver them to the first
post office at which he arrives. The postmaster will rate th em with post­
age, writing against the rate the word "W ay."

It should be noted that the chapter of th e Regulations on rat es did not
mention way letters. Yet, here we have the statement, "The postmaster will rate
them with postage .. .", but nothing says how mu ch. It also should be noted
that the Postal Laws portion of the 1866 P.L. & R does not authorize way letters ;
in fact it does not mention them. Consequ ently, it seems quite understandable that
postmasters would continue to payout and charge way fees.
Information or reports better establishing the dates or markings not kno wn
to the writer will be much appreciated. We would particularly like to th ank
George N. Malpass and Arthur H. Bond for information used in this article.
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1 However a lett er from Capta in J . W . Brannan , a t For t Taylor (Key West) , da ted J an. 15,

1861 and addressed to the Adju ta nt Gen eral, Dept. of th e East, comments " Mail faci lit ies havin g
ceased th rough Flo rida, a ll orders for this post should be sen t via H avana from Ne w York th rough
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of Jan . th rough March of I861?

2 Vol. 27, Ser ies I , ORN, page 356.
3 Mon tgom ery Blai r letter books, No X-6, pp. 45.
4 From P.O. Journals, Vol. 50, pa ges 537 and 680.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

1 - Remele Catalog-Addenda
( a) The R 4-f varie ty discussed in Chronicle 68 seems to have sufficient

reports to list as a major variety having semi-circular marking without the
arc below. Thanks to Agents Waite and Wynn for th eir assistance.

R 4-i: Rail.Road. Semi-circl e (no arc) , red 1838-1840 (Used on
Syracuse & Utica; Utica & Schenectady and Mohawk & Hudson Rail­
roads) . Note : The evidence to date indica tes th at markin g R 4-f with arc
is only observed fr om 1841 on. See illustr ation.

(b ) Mr. Roger L awrence submits an interesting cover-stamped envelope
U5 bearin g B 7-b in black addressed to Princeton, N.J. but having a second
marking 34 mm . black, Lambertville-B.D.R.R.-2d Line (See Fig. 2 ) . Cover dated
1856 and th e Lamb er tvill e mark ing is probably an origina ting corner card usage.
See Remele B 7-S for a similar sta tion marking on Belvid ere Delaware R.R. with
use of 2d Line.

(c) Route Agent Funk submits an interesting stampless cover with manu­
scri pt Paid 5 addressed to Goshen, Orange Co., N.Y., and bearin g what appears
to be a manuscript marking .M.W.E.H.R.- Sept. 18 (See Fig. 3). Letter headed
Southfields Furn ace (N.Y.) Sept. 18, 1845. Monroe Works was a station on th e
Erie Railroad at or near present town of Southfields, (N.Y.), so th e markin g may
be Monroe Works, Erie Railr oad . If so, it is the earlies t station marking to be
discovered. Reports of any similar markings and comments of our read ers are
invited .

R4·i Fig. 2 Fig . 3

2 - Towle-Meyer Catalog
Through th e courtesy of Messrs. Bacharach, Bower, Call, Fingerhood, Funk,

Gallagher, Germon, Haas, Hartman, Heard, Hubbard, Leet , Ozment, Skowlund,
W aite, W alton, Edward Will ard, John Willard and Wyer we pr esent th e follow­
ing new informat ion and addenda :

91-B-1 Add date 1877.
91-C-1 Add date 1879.

136-A-1 Add W YD 1883.
243-S-1 blue-Add WYD 1880.
436-A-2 Add WYD 1886.
630-B-1 Add WYD 1888.
708-S-2 Add WYD 1863.
748-A-1 Add color- black.
751-S-1 Add color-blue .
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843-F-2 Add WYD 1880.
866-E-1 Add WYD 1883.
869-C-2 Add color-black.
952-A-1 Add color-blue.
955-A-2 Add date 1877.
955-B-1 Add WYD 1882.

Addenda-Plate XXIII

Maryland
274-S-29a : 30\1'2 x 21 ova l, blu e, WYO 1869. 30 (Baltimore & Ohio) .

West Virginia
278-S-la: 33-23 x 25\1'2-1 5 \1'2 O. Oval . blue. WYO 1883. 15. (Ba ltimore &: Ohio) .

Virginia
302-H -I: 25Y2 b lack . Sixties. 20. (O range & Alexandr ia) .
302-1-1: 26\1'2 black . WYO 1883. 3. (Wash ington & Charlo tte Fast Mail) .
302-5-5: 23\1'2 blue. WYO 1874. 18. (W ashi ngton City. Virginia Midland and Gre a t Sou the rn).
305-Q -2: 25\1'2 magenta . Banknot e. 4. Star kill er. (Wash ingtou & Petersburg) .
305-W-I : 26\1'2 bla ck. WYO 1883. I (R ichmond &: Wilmingt on ) .
305-W -2: 27 black. WYO 1886. I.
305-X- I : 27 black, WYO 1885. 3. (Wash in~ton & Ri chmond Fas t Mail ) .
311-K-I: 27\1'2 black . WYO 1883. 2. Partial. (Norfolk &: Lyn chburg) .
3Il -S-la: 30Y2 b lack. early Sixties (Con fede rate) . NCS. 30. (Virg inia & T ennessee) .
319-E- I : 29\1'2-20 D. Circle. blue. WYD 1877.10. (Local agent) .

So uth Car olina
340-1-2: 25 bla ck. Banknote. 12. (Wilmington. Columbia & Aug usta) .
340-J- I: 26 bla ck. 1866. 15. (W ilmington & Kin gsvill e) .
340-K- I: 23\1'2 black. Sixti es. 18. (Nor theastern R .R.).

Georgia
359-C-2: 26 b lack . 1881. 5. (Macon &: Brunswick) .
Catalog Route 362: Eatonton-Gordon, Ga. Central Railroad & Banking Co . of

Georgia.
Route Agents: Eatonton-Gordon, Ga. 1881, 82, 83-1 clerk (38 miles ) .
Markings: 362-A-1: 27 black, 1883. 10.

Mississippi
424-B-3: 26 blue. Banknote. 6. (Vicksb urg & Meridian) .

Arkansas
456-5-3: 34 black. Six ties. 35. (St. Louis &: Iron Mountain).
f56-S-4: 28Y2-20\1'2 D. Circle . blue. WYO 1873. 12. (Cairo &: Fu lt on) .

Texas
Catalo g Route 471: Denison-Taylor , Tex. Missour i Pacifi c R.R.
Rotlte Agents: Denison-Ft. Worth, Tex. 1881-1 Agent; Denison -Wa co, Tex. 1882-3

Clerks; Denison-Taylor, Tex. 1883-4 Clerks (259 miles ) .
Markin gs: 471-A-1: 27 black , WYD 1886.8. ( Denison City & San Antonio) .

Tennessee
502-A-3: M. &: C.R .R .• manuscript, 1856. 12. (Memp his &: Ch arleston) .

PLATE XXIV
Kentuck y

526-E- I: 27 bla ck. WYD 18SI. 3. (Cincinna ti &: Memphis First Division) .
Ohio

550-D-2: 26 blue. Banknote. 4 (Kent &: Cincin na ti) .
550-D-3: 26 blue. Banknot e. 4.
550-5-1: 29 bla ck. WYO 1867. 15. (Atlan tic &: Great Western) .
554-F-I : 26 blue. Banknote. 3. Comp lete traci ng.
556-F-2: 25\1'2 black. 1883. 2. (Ind ianapolis &: St. Loui s) .
556-F-3: 25\1'2 blue, 1875. 4.
55S-F-I: 25\1'2 magenta. Banknote. 9. (Niles & Nell' Lisbon) .
559-G-3: 27\1'2 Open Circle. blue. WYD 1875. 5. Time. (New York &: Ch icago) .
560-L-I : 25 black. Banknot e. 12. Partial. (P ittsburgh. Ft. ' Vayl, e & Ch icago ) .
561-5-6: 26\1'2 blue. WYD 1872. 10. (Pittsbu rgh. Cincinnati & St. Lo uis) .
561-'1'-1: 25\1'2 black, 1877. 2. (Pittsburgh & Cinci nna ti) .
567-G -2: 27\1'2 black, WYO 1884. Nega t ive E kill er. 2. (Grafton 11.: Chicago Eastern D ivision ) .
577-C-2: 26 b lue. Six ties. 12.
586-B- I : 26\1'2 black. WYD 1886. 4. (T oledo . T h ursto n 11.: Co lum bus) .
5S8-B-I : 27 \1'2 black. 1882. NCS. 3. (Logan & Pomero y).

Mich igan
623-G- I : 25\1'2 black. Banknote. 10. Complete tracing.

Minnesota
870-B-I : 26\1'2 bl ack. Eigh ties. 3. (Hero n Lake &: Pipest on e) .

Kansas
911-A-2: 27 black. Banknot e. 10. (Atch ison . T op eka &: Sa n ta Fe) .
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PLATE XXIII

278-S - 1a 30 2 -H - 1 J 02 -I -1

J l1 - S- 1a

J 05-'tl - 1

502-A - J

340-J- 1

J 11- K- 1

h71 - A- l

340- I - 2

J 05-X- 1

) 05-Q-2

456-3-4
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PLATE XXIV

550 - 8- 1550 - !)- J550 - :1- 2

911-A- 2B70-E-1
5BB - t'- .l

554 - :;' - 1 556- r;'- 2 556 - :-'- J 558- "'-1

«1'5 7'"~
~ DEC -r
~ 21 -;-
t- 4-4114 . .

4:;.;. 1875 q,C?
' 4CH \C~'
559- c - J 560 - L-1 561- ':' - 1

@
567- G-2 t:j 7 7 -~ - ? 5~~ 6 - 3-1
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" advertisement in The Chronicle. Send your copy to the
advertising ma nager , Mr. Clifford L. Friend, 8081 Aquada le Drive, Board­
man, Ohio 44512.
Remit at the ra te of SOc per line (40 letters or spaces ) when you send your
copy. Deadline, Sept . 15, 1971 for next issue.
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THE TRANSATLANT IC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST , Editor
REGISTRATION OF MAIL TO FRANCE IN 1869
GEORGE E. HARGEST

None of th e original postal conventions signed by th e United States prior
to those which b ecame effect ive in 1868 provided for th e regi stration of mail.
Soon after domestic registration of letters was estab lishe d b y th e Act of 3 March
1855, however, additional articles to th e U.S.-Breme n, th e U.S.-British , and th e
U.S .-Prussian clos ed mail conventions were signed which provided for registra­
tion of letters to Great Britain and th e states of the Austrian-German Po stal Un ion .
Later, in 1863 , ad dit iona l art icles providing for registered letter s wer e signe d
with H amburg. No additional art icles providing for th e registrat ion of letters were
sig ne d to the 2 March 1857 convention with France.

In 1867 th e Hon. John A. Kasson , first assistant Postmaster Gen eral of th e
Unite d States, was sent to F rance as a special commissioner of th e Post Office
D epartment to negoti at e a new postal convention with France. His negotiations
with th e Fren ch fail ed complet ely, but he staye d on in Europe and negotiated
new postal conventions with Great Britain, Bel gium, th e Netherlands, th e North
German Union, Switzerl and, and Italy.' In each of these new conventions, th e
registration of letter s was provid ed for , and the transit provisions of th e con ­
ventions with Great Britain and th e North Germ an Union allowed registration of
letter s to the countries for which Great Britain and th e North German Union
acted as in termed ia ries . Thus, by th e middle of 1868, th e regist ration of letter s
was possibl e to all countr ies in Europ e with th e exce p tion of France and a few
Turkish towns.

Although Kasson had left France feeling his task was a futile on e, som e ne­
gotiat ions continued through th e resid ent minister s in each country ( they were
not called "Amb ass adors" at th at time ) . On 8 Januar y 1868, the Unite d States
Post Office D epartment gave the French th e required notice to terminate the
convention of 2 March 1857 as of 1 F ebruary 1869. Later , at the request of the
French Post Office, it wa s prolonged to 1 April 1869. On 6 March 1869 John A. J.
Creswell b ecame Po stmaster Gen eral , and he decided to make on e more attempt
to negotiate with th e French. The Hon. Alexander Ramsey was se nt to Paris
for that purpose.f By mutual cons ent the convention of 2 March 1857 was ex­
tended to 1 January 1870 . Som etime about th e middle of 1869 th e United States
and France agreed upon a method of register ing letters to France.

The tables of postages to for eign cou ntries published in th e U.S. Mail and
Post Office Assistant wer e se t in a new format beginning with th e issu e of Janu­
ary 1868. Among other changes made was an additional column headed, "Reg.
F ee for Reg'd L etters and other Postal Packet s." For France th is column
remained blank until th e issue of August 1869 wh en th er e appeared a footnote
refer ence in the form of an i. The footno te indicated stated, "See 'Re gistra tion
to Foreign Countries' inside pages." On page 2 the following is found:

FRA CE, ALGE RIA, CORSICA, BOURBON, N ICE A D SA­
VOY.-Postage on Registered Letters: 8 cents per quarter ounce and
10 cents per half ounce additional. Registration Fee: 8 cents per quarter
ounce, and 8 cents additional on each letter, irr esp ective of weight.
This ed itor b eli eves that postal historian s have gen erally held th at registra­

tion of mail to France was not possible during the life of th e 2 March 1857 con­
vention. H e also b elieves that the above rates ar e here publish ed in th e phila telic
press for th e fir st time. While he has seen many covers to France during this
period th at bear postage th at could not b e expla ine d, he does not recall seeing
a cover th at b ore th e above rates. It mu st be sta ted, however , that had he seen
on e, it is doubtful that he would have recognized it for what it wa s.

The stra nge thing about th e above rates is that they indicat e th at registere d
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U.S. British U.S. B rit ish
share share Tota l share share Tota l

( retained ] (credit) Rate (retained ) (credit ) Rate
IOc 10c lOc lOc
8 8 8 8

8c 8 16c 16

8 8 16 16
18c 16c 34c 18c 32c SOc

let ters were sen t in British ma il and not in F re nch mail. Briti sh mail to F rance
was sent to Englan d under the U.S.-British convention, and in 1869, th e U.S.
sha re of the postage was 10c per half ounce. Letters were for warded fro m Eng­
land to France under the Anglo-Fre nch treaty of 1856. The inte rnational rate
between Great Britain and France was 4d., or 40 centimes p er 7~ grams or per
quarte r ounce. This amounte d to 8 U.S. cents per quarter ounce ." By article
XVII of the Ang lo-French convention;

"The inhabitants of the 2 countries may send registered letters from
one country to the other, and, as far as it shall b e found practicable, to
the countries th e corres po ndence of which shall be transmitted through
the respective Offices.

"The postage of registered letters must b e always paid in advance
as far ?,S th e place of destination , and sha ll b e double th at of ordinar y
letters.

The Anglo -French registration fee was, ther efore, also 8 ce nts p er quarter ounce.
The table of postages to foreign countries published in th e August 1869 issue
of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant shows th e registration fee on letter s
to Great Britain to b e 8 cents.

These registration rates may now be state d as in Table I :
TABLE I

Not ouer \.4 ollnce Not over Y2 ollnce

Postage
U.S. sea and inland
U.S. registration fee
Anglo-Frenc h postage ...
Anglo-French regis-

tration .
Totals .

This is in the nature of pure research. This editor has never seen a cover
showing these rates or ma rkings , and it is po ssible that none exists . Since, ho w­
ever, some collectors are breaking up cove rs on th e basis of th eir present knowl­
edge, it is deemed wise to publish it . It mig ht prevent the destruction of a very
rar e cover.

Whe n Poshnaster General Creswell did not make th e prepaid Brit ish mail
ra tes available to Fran ce on 1 January 1870, the registrat ion of mail to Fran ce also
ceased. The June issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant (and perhap s
earl ier issues ) on p age 3 sta tes:

"Until January 1, 1870, letters could b e registered on prepayment
of certa in special rates to France, Algeria, Corsica, Bourbon, Nice and
Savoy; also to Alexandretta, T angiers and Tunis. This, ho wever, cannot
be done at present. "
On 1 November 1871, Poshnaster General Creswell made the prepaid

British mail rates available on letters to France, and sometime thereafter regis­
tration to France by British mail was again allowed, at least by Februar y 1873.
The rates, however , now conformed with those of the new U.S.-British con ven ­
tion , effec tive 1 January 1870, and the new Anglo-Fren ch convention, effectiv e
1 July 1870. As published in the Postal Gu ide ( 1 July 1873 ) they we re :

"N ot over 1~ oz., 16c; not over 1~ oz., 28c; not over 73 oz ., 32c; not over 1 OZ. ,

44c . Registration fee per letter, 8c, additional."
These ra tes were divided as in Table II:

TABLE II
R egistration

feesOunces
N ot

Over Over
1/ 3

1/ 3 1/ 2
1/ 2 2/3
2/3 1

Postage shares
U.S. B ritish

(re tained) (credit)
4c 6c
4 12
8 12
8 18

T otal
Postage

lOc
16
20
26

U.S.#
8e
8
8
8

Anglo­
French "

6c
12
12
18

T ota l
Prepayment

24c
36
40
52

# R eta ined by U.S. " Credi ted to Great Brit a in
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Althou gh no cover has been seen bearing the ra tes shown either in Table
I or Table II , it is not unlikely that they would be marked eithe r "Reg istered"
or "Cha rge" or , perhaps, bear both markings. 1£ any collector has a cover th at
shows an y of th e ab ove ra tes . would he please rep ort it to this editor.

Footnotes
1 See George Eo H argest , Hist ory of Lett er Post CoIII III IIIl;Cllt iOlI Beiuieen th e Uni te d States

li n d Europe, 1845-1875, pp. 148 and 164.
2 A 117lU IlI R ep ort of the Po st master Ge neral for 1869, p. IS.
a Article X lII of Anglo-Fren ch conve nt ion of 1856-See H argest , op. cit., p . 64.
AMERICA'S FIRST POSTAL CONVENTION
BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AN D NEW GRENADA, MAR CH 6, 1844

GEORGE E. HARGEST

In 1844 'William M. Blackford was United States Charge d'Affaires at Bo­
gota, New Grenada. He learned that the negoti ations between Great Britain and
New Grenada concerning pas sage of the Isthmus of Panama had fail ed , and
New Grenada let it be kno wn that they would enterta in an offer of agreement
by the United States. Blackford had no instructions and no authority to ente r into
such an agreement, but he consid ered th e interests of the United Stat es were
vitally involved, and that th e offer would not remain open lon g. He, therefore,
without full po wers, negotiated and signed a postal convention with New
Gren ad a which laid th e groundwork for the Pan ama transit . It was signed at
Bogota on 6 March 1844. Blackford's action was upheld. Pr esid ent Tyler sub­
mitted it to th e Senate on 13 May, and th e Sena te consented on 12 June. It was
ratified b y th e United States on 28 June, and by New Grenad a on 1 December.
Ratifications were exchanged on 20 Decemb er at Bogot a. It was pr oclaim ed on
22 F ebruary 1845.1

The Pacific Steam Naviga tion Company ( British) began to run between
Valparaiso and Call ao in 1840, but in 1846 extende d its service to Panama."
It was , th erefore, able to connect with the steamers of the Royal Mail whi ch ran
to Chagres by th e "Panama Overland." At the time the abo ve treat y was fram ed
mail steam ers were not running to Panama, and transit provisions, although im­
pli ed, were not specifically provided .

Becaus e th is editor ha s found no referenc e to this tr eaty in th e philatelic
press, or in th e works dealin g with the Pan ama route, he feels that the entire
treat y should be reproduced. Other collectors specializing in another ar ea may
find it useful. He also feels that portions of Blackford's long letter of transmis­
sion, whi ch accompanied th e treat y should be reproduced :

"Postal Con vention between th e United Stat es of No rth A merica and
th e Republic of Ne w Grenada
"T he Republics of the United Sta tes of Nor th America, and of New

Grenada, being desirous of drawing more closely th e rela tions exist­
ing between th e two countries and of faciliting the prompt and regular
transportation of th e correspondence of the United Stat es across th e
Isthmus of Panama, have agreed to conclude a Postal Convention­
for which purpose, his Excellency the President of the United States
nam ed , as Plen ipotentiary, William M. Blackford, th eir Charge d'Affaires
at Bogota, and his Excellency the President of New Grenada, Joaquin
Acos ta, Colonel of Artillery and Secretary of Sta te for Foreign Affa irs­
who have agreed upon the following articles.

Article 1
"T he Packet vessels of war of the Republic of the United States

will disembark at Chagres or Porto-bello, the sealed bag or packet,
which may contain the lett ers and newspapers , destined to cross the
Isthmus of Panama, whi ch said bag or pa cket shall be delivered to th e
postmaster, of one or the oth er of these pla ces, by whom it shall be
for warded to Pan am a, for the considera tion of th irty dollars for each
trip-provided th e weight of the bag or packet should not exceed one
hundre d pounds, and in pr oportion of twelve dollars more for each sue-
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ceeding hundred pounds, which sum shall be paid though the excess
should not amount to one hundred pounds.

Article 2
"With resp ect to the letters and newspapers the said vessels may

have on board, which shall not be intended to cross the Isthmus, but to
be delivered to any point on the Atlantic coast of New Grenada, the
practice, established conformably to the New Grenadian rates of post­
age , shall be continued.

Article 3
Th e Consul, or other Agent, of the United States at Panama shall

receive the bag, unopened, and, after deliverin g to the Post office all
correspondence, except letters to himself, directed to other points of the
Grenadi an Territory, (which correspondence shall be subjected to th e
usua l rates of postage established in New Grenada) , he shall retain the
remainder to be forwarded to its destination as soon as an opportunity
occurs. Article 4

"The Post Office at Panama will charge itself likewise with forward­
ding the mail bag or packet, which it may receive from the Consul or
other Agent of the United States, to the Post office of Chagres or Porto­
bello, at which place it shall be delivered to the Consul , or other Agent
of the United States, or, in their default , to the Commander of the vessel
of war, calling for it, under the same conditions stipulated in the 1st
Article. Article 5

"T he Consul, or other Agent of the United Stat es residing at Pan­
ama, sha ll be the person whose duty it is to pay for the carriage of the
ba g, across the Isthmus, as well when he receives it from the Post office
at Panama after it has crossed the Isthmus, as when he delivers it to
said Post Office to be sent to Chagres or Porto-bello.

Article 6
"The said packet vessels which shall be or may be established, will

bring to the Ports of New Grenada at which they may touch- and will
also take from them to those of the United States- all official and private
letters and newspapers, without any comp ensation wha tever-Grenadian
vessels will be subject to the same conditions if, at any time, it may be
thought advisable to contribute with them to th e establishment of a line
of packets between the ports of the United States and tho se of New
Grenada. Article 7

"The packet vessels of war of the United States will also carry,
free of charge, all the official and private letters and newspapers, which
may be delivered to them, from one port of New Grenada to another at
which they may touch . Article 8

"If the Governm ent of the United States should think fit to employ
steamers, as packets, between New Grenada and the said United States­
the coals which may be brought for use of such vessels shall then enjoy,
in the Grenad ian Ports, the same exemptions, as to introduction and de­
posit , which may have been granted in said ports to the coals destined
for the stea mers of any other power.

Article 9
"The Republics of the United States and of New Grenada, being

desirous of avoiding all interpretacions [sic] , contrary to their inten ­
tions, declare, that one or the othe r power may enjoy, from the fore­
going stipulations, are and ought to be understood in virtue and as com­
pensation of the obligations they have just contracted in the present
postal convention. Article 10

"For the purpose of carrying into effec t the pro visions of th e pres­
ent Convention as soon as possible, the two high contracting parties
have agreed, th at said provisions shall begin to be enforced immediately
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after th e Gov ernor of the Province of Panama has official knowledge
that th e present convention has been ratified b y th e Gov ernment of
New Grenada, and th at the Consul, or other agent, of the United States
shall have communicat ed to him that it has been also ratified by the
Gov ernment of th at Republic.

Article 11
"T he present Convention sha ll remain in forc e and vigor for the term

of eight years, to be counted from the da y on whi ch the exchange of th e
ratifications ma y be made-which shall take place in Bogota as soon as
possibl e-and shall continue in the sam e force and vigor for another
term of four years more; and so on, always for another term of four
years more, until one of the two Governments shall give the other six
months notice of its wish that the same shall terminat e.

"In fa ith w here of the Plenipotentiaries of the two Republics have
signe d and sealed th e pr esent Convention in Bogota, on the sixth da y of
the month of March, in the yea r of our Lord one thousand eight hundred
and forty-four.

Wm . M. Blackford [Seal]
Joaquin Acosta [Seal]"

A year earlier, b y th e act of 3 March 1843, there had been appropriated :"
"F or defraying the expe nses attending the convey ance and for ward­

ing, b y land, and of th e receipt and delivery, of mails, letters and des­
patches at and between Chagres and Pan ama , including th e compensa­
tion to th e agent of the United States at each of said places for the above
purposes, on e thousand dollars, to be expende d under the direction of
the Secretary of State."
In his letter of transmittal, Blackford states: "

". .. Impressed with the importance of securing, upon equitable
terms, th e agency of the Grenadi an Post in carrying th e mails, and be­
lievin g that th e pr esent was a favorable moment, for th e attainment of
thi s obj ect, I determined , after mature reflection, though not specially
instructed to do so, to enter upon negotiation. I th erefore pr esented a
memorandum of an argument on the subj ect. It was con sidered fair and
liberal and was acceed ed to without any alt eration, and upon its basis
a Convention-which I hav e the honor herewith to transmit-was framed ,
and signed on th e 6th. Inst.

"The sum, stipulated to be paid for the transportation of each mail, is
less than th at which it would cost to despatch it by special messenger­
and even if it were not, the convenience and grea ter sp eed and safety
of transmission by th e Post, would be more than equivalent to the addi­
tional expense . In no coun try, is the mail conside red so sacred as in this­
nor, having resp ect to the physical obstacles, is there any in which it
is carried with more regularity. Though large sums, in speci e, are con­
stantly remitted , th ere has never occurred but one instance of robbery of
the mail , and that was perpetrated , by a Guerrilla Chi ef, at the head of
the militar y corps.

"You will observe that the bag is not to be opened by th e Grenadian
authorities, but to be handed to the Consul , or other age nt of the United
Stat es, and that th e agency of the Post is confined to its transportation
from Chagres to Panama and from Panama to Chagres. The maximum
weight stipulated is, perhaps, sufficient to cover any amount of corre­
spondence which ma y occur for some time. Should it not, however, I
have provid ed th at the excess shall be charged at a very moderate rate.

"Aware that th e establishment of a line of Packets , by th e Govern­
ment, was not with th e view to profit, and that the vessels to be em­
ployed would be ships of War, I had no hesitation in agree ing that th e
Grenadian mail s should be carr ied from one port of this country to an­
other , or to th e United States, free of charge. This liberality-whilst it
will be atte nde d with no inconvenience on our part-is highly appreciated
by this Government, ina smuch as a Postal Convention just concluded
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here by the Ch arge d'Affaires of France, stipulates that the French
Packets are to receive half the rates of th e Postage now establishe d, for
carrying letters between the ports of the country-By th e same Conven­
tion , it is provided that a postage of one Real-or twelve and a half cents
- is to be charged on each single letter , continued in th e French mail,
carried across the Isthmus by the Grenadian Post. I need not indica te to
you, the greater libe rality of the provisions of th e Convention in­
closed . .. ."
Kemble" points to a treaty bet ween New Gren ada and the United States of

12 December 1846, by which New Grenada promised th e United States "the right
of way and trans it across the Isthmus by any means th en existing or which might
come to exist in th e futu re." This treat y did not supersede th e treaty of 6 March
1844. Vessels of war would still bring mails to Ch agres or Porto Bello, whence the
Grenadian Post would convey them to Panama and deliver th e closed bags to th e
United States' consul , or other age nt. The treat y of 12 December 1846, however ,
did make it possible for the United States to convey, and to contract for the con­
veyance , of its ma ils across the Isthmus.

By an act of 3 March 1847, the Navy Department contracted for a semi­
monthly steamship service between New York and New Orleans, with calls at
Charleston , Savanna and Havana; and a branch service from Havan a to Ch agres.
The compe nstion was not to exceed $290,000 a year." T he contract fina lly res ted
with the United States Mail Steamship Compa ny, whose steamships we re a long
time building. T he service was inaugurated by the Ohio, which sailed from New
York on 20 Steptember 1849, for New Orl eans, via Havan a, whence passengers
and mail were sent to the Isthmus. On 28 January 1850, th e Georgia sailed from
New York for Chagres direct, with calls at Havan a for coa l."

Packet rates of postage were provided for this service. The American Alma­
IlaC for 1850 (rates as of 1849 ) states on page 160;

"The postage on single letters, not excee ding half an ounce in
weight, from any part of the United States to Havana, or any part of
Cuba, is 12~ cents; to Ch agres, 20 cen ts; to Panama, 30 ce nts, all to be
prepaid. On letters for any South American port on th e Pacific, or for the
Sandwich Islands, the postage to Panama only is to be prep aid ."
The cover illustrated as Figure 1 is a photograph presented through th e

Figure 1
This cover was sent to Washington, where the Navy Department forwarded it to Panama by a vessel of war,
whence it was sent by a ship of the British Pacific Steam Navigation Company to Valparaiso under ferms
of the 6 March 1844 convention w ith New Gren.ada, America', first pos'al convention .



courtesy of Mr. Creighton C. Hart, editor of the 1847 section of the Chronicle,
who says he does not own th e cover . It will b e not ed that th e cover is addressed ,
"Care of th e Navy D epartmen t/Washington/For Passed Midn. S. Ledyard Phelps/
Care Lieut. Jas. M. Ci llis/Superin't U.S.N . Astronomical E xn/Santiago de Chile."
It b ears a b lue circular "PH ILAD A PA ./5CTS" marking with th e dat e of
23 D ecember, and a 5c 1847 stamp tied to th e cover by a blue seven-bar grid. On
a colored slide also sent through th e kindness of Mr. Hart, th ere is th e no ta tion
that the ye ar is eithe r 1849 or 1850. By 23 D ecember of eithe r of th ese years steam­
ers of the United States Mail Steamship Company were p lying to Chagres. If this
letter had been intended to be sent by th ese steamers, it would have borne a pre­
payment of 30 ce nts. In stead, th e postage was paid from Philadelphia to Wash­
ington, a di stance of under 300 miles. The avy Dep artment evidently forwarded
the letter by a ves sel of war to eithe r Chagres or Porto Bello under terms of th e
6 March 1844 treaty. The clos ed bag was evidently forwarded to Panama whe re
th e U.S. co nsu l or other agent marked th e cover with th e amount of postage paid
by him. It would ap pear that th e Ne w Gr enadian postage was 1~ reals, an d the
postage by th e British line to Valparaiso was 2 reals, and tot al postage was 3~

reals. The New Grenadian treaty with France had prescribed a postage of one
real, but thi s was undoubtedly for a letter of a quarter ounce or 7~ grams. It is
not unreali stic, th erefore, to assume th at it was 1~ reals for a half ou nce letter.
While th e postage charged by the British for conveyance to Valparaiso in 1849
or 1850 is not known, it is known that it was 1 shill ing (24 cents) in 1853 .8 It is
not unlikely, therefore, th at it was also the same amount at th e tim e this letter
was forwarded. Since th e rea l wa s worth 12~ U.S. cents, it is not unlikely, also,
that the shilling was eq ua te d to 2 New Grenadian reals.

At this point, however, th e an alysis breaks down and there are some un ­
answered questions. The rate markings are applied in red, and th ere is an illegibl e
marking to th e right of th ese, also in red, and evidently applied at th e same time.
It would be most helpful to know what thi s marking is, and if an y collector has
seen a clear strike of it that he can reco gnize as being th e same , wo uld he please
let this edi to r kn ow what it is. There is no due marking for Chilian postage. Chil­
ian postage must have b een charged from Valparaiso to Santiago. As ea rly as 1857
it is known that this postage was 25 centavos per sing le rate. 'What it was in 1849
or 1850 is not known and why th ere is no due marking is a mystery. Of cours e, in
this early period in some countries postage was coll ected, ei the r as prep ayments
or postage due, without m arking th e cover . It is also possible th at Chile an d New
Grenada had an arrangement wh ereb y 2 reals paid th e rate to des tina tion. The
last question is whether Passed Midshipman Phelp s had to p ay postag e upon
receipt of th e letter. If any coll ector has informati on that might comple te th e
analys is of this cover, this editor would be grat eful indeed to hear from him.

This is, indeed, a beautiful cover and th e only example note d b y th is edito r
that fell under th e terms of th e U.S.-Ne w Gren ad a postal tr eaty of 6 March 1844,
th e firs t postal conve ntion ente red into b y th e United States with any foreign
country.

Footnotes
1 U.S. Dep a rtmen t o f Sta te , T reaties and Ot he r In ternat ion al A cts of th e Un ited Stat es o f

Amuica . \'0 1. 4 . document 105. pp . 529 -534.
2 Gibbs , C, R . Vern o n, Brit ish Passen ger Liners of th e Five Oceans, pp . 438 -439 .
35 Stat u tes at Large 643.
4 Dcp artm cnt o f State, T reat ies , pp. 53li-53i ,
r. Kemble , J. H .• Th e Pana m a R ou tc , p . 3.
f, Ibid., p. 13.
7 Ibid.• p. 38.
s 16 St at u tes at L"rge HI I .
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1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridge Ro.d

Short Hili., NJ. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philate lic Classics Society
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO · SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 488

lexington, M.... 02173

APS
USPCS

eSA
~~~~~
:.~ Borrow with confiden~e ~~
~ In any emergency, borro w ~
..... the mon ey you need at ~~

1

JeS1 ' Ede lman's. Use your collec- I;m;
\.V~ lion as collateral and still M

retain complete ownership.
fA' At Edelman's, you can m
• obtain quick, confidentia l l~

~
. . ~. loans for any amou nt up "~~

~
'; to 80% of the va lue of I
~ you r pr ope rties - fro m

. ' $50 to $50,000 an d more .
~ ~rite tod ay for furt her ~,
r~, information, ~hJ

I ~~! ~~:~~~~o:~ !I Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 i
"~ (Suburban Philadelphia) ~

• ~<i~~
WANTED

COVERS
We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N .A . stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co•
BOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 70
The cover shown in May was mailed at Huntsville on February 14, 1858,

prepaidsix ce nts. This had been the rat e to Californ ia from Jul y 1, 1851, throu gh
March 31, 1855, when the ra te had been raised to 10 cents. Effective the same
date, complete prepayment was required; from Janu ary 1, 1856, prepayment by
stamp or sta mped envelope was obliga tory for mail of U. S. origin. Unde r the
regulations a lett er could not be tran smitted unt il the deficient postage was sup­
plied by th e se nder or addressee; if a month elapse d without receipt of postage,
the letter was sent to the Dead Letter Offi ce. In this case the sender, obviously
known to th e Huntsville postm aster , was notified , and the necessar y four cents
in stamps added on the day followin g the original mailing.

When the le tter reach ed Californ ia, Dr. Dewood y was no lon ger at San
Francisco, so th e letter was readdressed to Marysville. The rate from San Fran ­
cisco to Marysville was three cents since the distance was under 3,000 miles, th is
amount being paid by th e strip of three of the l c 1851.

A puzzling eleme nt is the point at which the strip of three was applied, as
Josie Stultz pointed out in a detailed comme ntary on th e cover. At th is dat e mail
could be forwarde d from the original destinat ion eithe r prep aid or unpaid with­
out pen alty at th e ra te in force to the new destination. If the strip was affixed be­
fore forwarding, a pen cancellation from a large office like San Francisco is odd,
and even more startling is th e absence of a San Francisco postmark. It has not been
possib le to determine whether there are any mark ings beneath the strip. If the
cover wa s forwarded unpaid , it should still show a San F ran cisco postm ark and
some form of "due 3" nota tion. One other possibility is that it slipped through th e
San Francisco Post Office witho ut bein g ra ted or postm arked, and that th e Marys­
ville postmast er applied and cancelled the strip on receipt to justify the collection
of three cents from th e addressee.

Read ers inter ested in the many problems and com plexities associated wi th
forwarded mail ar e referred to Mrs . Stultz's fine article in the 1965 Congress Book .
Mel Schu h also furnis hed a solution for the prob lem.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

. .
i. " . ~~"I."!'",'ifI',;,,,\;;,1jl!> iS'\lo"'~~~~\5.•

The new problem cove r is from the collec tion of Robert Schoe n of Saginaw,
Mich. It is a stampless cover dat elined New York, Feb. 6, 1850. It was mailed at
Cohoes, N. Y., near Albany, ad dressed to Ann Arbor, Mich. The postmark
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"COH OES N. Y. FEB 14" is in red ..At the upper right is a "10" in black manu­
script. Both the large hand-stamped "12" and th e "MAR I" ( around whi ch tr aces
of a circle are faintly visib le) are struck in blue.

Where were the blue markings applied? What is their significa nce? W hat
rate does the "12" represent?
A BACKWARD GLANCE

?

·C . ;:~ <~')?~• .t'/.10 ",.~.~ TD '. ,

J.

If the illustration above arouses a sense of deja Vtl, don't be alarme d. It
appeared in the Covel' Cornel' before, in the February 1968 Chronicle, and a
rather tentative solution was provided by Maurice Blake in th e August 1968 issue .
Since that time, new evidence and further research have considerably alte red the
interpretation of some features of the cover. Th erefore an amende d analysis is
presented now. .

The letter was prepaid 10 cents at Halifax as the handstamp and postm ark
indica te. This amount was the single letter rate in force at the time (1864 ) be­
tween Halifax and Boston by Cunard pa cket. It consiste d of 8~c packet posta ge
( the equivalent of 4d stg.) and l~c additional to the Halifax Post Office. Pre­
viously only the 8~c packet ra te had been charged; the 10c rate to or from Halifax
took effec t May 1, 1862. On such packet mail from Nova Scotia, the packet cha rge
and Nova Scotia inland, if any, had to be prepaid; the U. S. postage could not
be prepaid. Ordinarily lett ers by this route received a "BOSTO N BR. PKT. (date)
5" postmark in black to show five cents U. S. postage due. The packet mail from
Nova Scotia (and Newfoundland) was put on board at Halifax wh en the Cunard
steamer stopped there on route to Boston with transatlantic mails carried under
provisions of the 1848 Postal Convention. By err or or sheer carelessness this letter
was struck on arrival at Boston with a postmark incorporating "48 PAID" (Blake
803), as used on prepaid double weight transatlantic letters from the British Isles,
instead of the correct "5" due postmark. The mistake was not noticed and th e
letter was delivered at Portl and without the collection of U.S. postage du e.

Since the addressee was no longer at Portland, a pair of Black Jacks was
affixed to forward the letter to Boston. Whoever forwarded the letter must not
have had stamps available for the three cent rate; hen ce th e one cent overpay.
No printed circular use- or any other obscure rate-is involved.

Wha t is perhaps the most interesting feature of thi s cover was mentioned
only casually in the previous write-up. It was addressed by Sir Sandford Fl eming,
one of the most importa nt figures in the development and constru ction of
Canad a's railway system-a vertiable "Empire Builder"- as well as a scientist an d
engineer of international repu ta tion and accomplishme nt. Among philatelists he
has earne d a more rarefied and celebrated distinction: he was responsibl e for the
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Jour nal for September 1971.

AND A LOOK AHEAD

The Cover Corner will be somewhat enlarged in future in an effort to serve
the needs an d interests of Chro nicle readers more comprehens ively. One project
is to act as a clearing house for information sought by readers, primarily on ques­
tions that do not pertain to another section of the Chronicle, such as the follow ­
ing.

Canals formed an important part of America's transportation system, par­
ticularly in the early and mid-nineteenth century. In his Short History of th e
Mail Service, Carl Scheele notes that canals were not important in carrying mail
because of the slowness of the animals towing the boats, and that, if any mail
contracts were awarded to canal boat operators, they were not so designated, but
included amo ng those by unspecified mea ns. Yet it is known that some mail went
by canal boat; an article by Edward N. Moore in the 1945 Congress Book de­
scribes and illustrates letters carried on the Ohio and Erie Canal in th e 1840's.

Further information on canal mail is desired. If you have a cover carried by
canal boat or any information regarding the existence of such servi ce, wh ether
on an official basis, or merely as a private conv enience, please send details to me.
A report will appear in a future issue.

The other new function is more important in some ways and certainly more
controversial. It is hardly news that there are in circulation philatelic items of
doubtful authenticity . The plague afflicts all periods and countries and types
of ma terial , but U. S. covers of the classic period are the only concern here. The
majority opinion of the Board of Directors and of th e editors of Th e Chronicl e
is that a responsibility to alert th e public to covers which, in the opinion of com­
petent and reliable experts, and for demonstrable reasons, are not genuine in
one or more respects is consistent with th e educational purpose of th e Classics
Society. A minority of U. S. P. C. S. officers, for reasons of varying cogency, does
not favor this activity; th eir ob jections will be aired and discussed as space per­
mits.

The unhappy fac t, however, is that there is-except in a very few cases­
no graveyard where covers judged fake by a responsible authority are safely in­
terred, but many revived corpses find a home in somebody else's collection. The
best defense against spurious material is an informed collecting public. Therefore
forthcoming Cover Corners will show items considered not genuine and explain
the background of such judgments. I may even indulge in some philosophic
reflections on the psychology of the faker and of his victim.

My personal conviction is that the doctrine of overlooking the situation, of
covering-up, of keeping it in the family, no matter how un impeachable the sin­
cerity and altruism of thos e who advocate it, is as .destructive in philately as it is
in any other aspect of life, public or private. The t~me has come to bell th e cat.
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESSES

For My Outrigh t Pu rchase, Consig nment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave . Bronx, N. Y. 10462
design of the threepenny beaver, Canada's first postage stamp.
The packet mail service between the U. S. and Nova Scotia is a rather obscure

but very interesting coro llary of the Cunard transatlantic service between the
U. S. and the British Isles. Those readers interested in a detailed account of th e
operation of this service may consult my article appearing in Postal History
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We believe that this Is the finest collecti on of Tobag o ever
formed. The com pleten ess and number of rar e and unique items on
the 177 pages, together with Its strength in po stal h istory, makes It
quite outstanding. The conditio n complements this strength.

FOR SALE INTACT TOBAGO
1796-1909

$19,200

THE PRE-ADH ESIVE P ERIOD

This secti on contains 27 covers from 1797 to 1877 Including 1797 entire to Edinburgh with
" TOBAGO" In serifs and without da te ; entire to Lon do n with " T OBAGO OCT 4 1800" In two
stra igh t lines, four examples of 38 m .m . fleuron on covers between 1805 and 1813, th ree 30 m .m .
fleuron 1827-37 which were succeede d by the circular " TOBAGO", five covers 1841-57 a n d se cond
type sm all fleuron (2). Th er e are three registered letters and ten cr own circ les " PAID AT
TOBAGO", in cludin g one on p iece . Nearly all of t he po stal m a rkings desc r ibed are good to very
fine strikes.

Best of the Great Br ita in used In the Island Is a cover to Bristol w ith a pair of 1855-57 6d.
iliac In con junction wi th a crow n circl e paid, probably unique, a lso a magnificent marginal block
of four 1855-57 1/ - green clearl y cancelled "A14" four ti mes, plus a range of other Issues sim ilarly
cancelled.

THE COLONIAL ADHES IVES

The completeness of the stamps In this collec tio n Is remarkable . There Is a superb array of
singles , blocks, panes and positional pieces, pl us proofs, shades, co ve rs, cancell a tio ns and plate
f laws in nearly every issue. Qu ite obviously the re ader w ou ld tire if all were listed so we note
only the more va luable. However, there are many beautifu l Items of lesser val u e to please the
connoisseur .

There are a rtists proofs of the first 1d . and 1/-; 1879 5/- , two fine mint cop ies and three
excellent m int £1, ea ch being a different shade . The 1880 provisional I d. on half of 6<1 . contains
on e mint , two used and three used on pieces and there Is a part cover to Tr in idad bear ing a
bisected 4d . yellow-green and a 4d. with a malformed "CE", used. The same variety occurs on
an imperfo rate plate proof of the 1885 4d . and on later Issu es . One cover is franked by six
bisected copies of the 1882 1d . Ven etian red .

Among the 1886-89 mint pr ovl slonals are \!ld . on 2 \!ld. surcharge omitted In pair and the same
varie ty with figure far th er from word on another pair (S.G . 26d ) believed to be unique, a lso a
single copy of th e double surcharge variety. P lu s \2d. on 6d. Inverted surcharge and a double
su rch a rge on one sta m p in a strip of three. The 1891-92 2 \!ld. on 4d . has a mint block of four,
of which tw o show a double surcharge.

At the end of this disti ngu ish ed study are sections of postal stationery and fls cals.

Many of th e stamps and covers h ave been purchased from famous collections such as Burrus,
Charlton Henry , etc., and many of the rarest items carry R .P .S . certif icates. In our op in ion this Is
the finest collection of Tobago today and Is wo rthy of a gold m edal at In te rnati onal level.

27 Pre-adhesive covers 25 covers bearing adhesives

A ttractive collections are alwa ys available for sale by private treaty
for details of current properties please con tac t David Muscott at

our head office:
Cables: " Stamps, London, S .W.l."
T elex: 915410

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, S.W.l, Y 5JZ
ENGLAND

When rep lying to this adv ertiS111ent please mention t hat you saw it in
"Chronicle" .
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BOOKS FOR GOOD READING AND REFERENCE
BOO KS A RE ALL IN NEW CONDIT ION , PRICED POSTP AID.

1. Kem bl e , J . H.

2 . Co u lte r, E. M.

3. Cra ve n , A. O .

THE PANAMA ROUTE 18 48-1869 . (19 70 reprint of the 19 43
edi t io n). viii , 20 9 , . Ap p ., No te s, Bib liography, Index,
IIIus . . .. .. $1 5 .0 0

THE CON FEDERATE STATES O F 'AMERICA 186 1-1865 . Vol. VII
of a Histo ry of the Sout h. 1950. x, 6 4 4 p p ., Preface s, Bibliog. ,
Ind e x . . . $1 0 .00

CIVIL WAR IN THE MA KING, 18 15- 186 0 . 1959. x iv, 116 pp.,
Preface , Intro . . $ 3 .0 0

4 . Gibbs, Cd r. C. V. BRITISH PASSENGER LINERS O F THE FIVE OCEANS. 1957. 525
pp. , Ap p ., Index, Add ., Illus. (Exce lle nt on Postal History.)
lim ited numbe r ava iIable . . . $15 .00

5. Gosne ll, H. A. GUNS ON THE WESTERN WATERS: THE STORY OF THE RIVER
GUNBOATS IN THE CIVIL WA R. 194 9 . xiii , 2 74 pp., Int ro. ,
IIIus. . . . $6 .50

6. Ne v ins , Al la n CIVIL WAR BOO KS: A CRITICAL BIBLIOGRAPHY. Vol. I, 1967.
x. 2 78 pp ., Vo l. 11 , x, 326 pp. Ed ited by All a n Ne vins , J ames I.
Robertson , J r., and Bell I. Wiley. Two vol umes. Preface,
Ind e x . ._ ___ __ _ ___ ___ _ $20.00

7. Warner , Ezra J . GENERALS IN BLU E: LIVES OF THE UNION COMMANDERS.
1964 . xxvi , 680 pp. , Preface, Intro ., Apps., Bibl iog ., No tes ,
IIIus. . . __. $ 15 .00

8 . Wa rn e r, Ezr a J . GENERA LS IN GREY : LIVES OF THE CON FEDERATE CO M­
MANDERS . 1959. xvii i, 4 2 0 pp., Preface , Intro ., Apps. , Bib liog .,
No tes, IIIus. .$1 0 .00

9. HARVARD GUIDE TO AMERICAN HISTORY: Comp lied by O sca r Handlin, Arthur
M. Schlesinger, Samuel Eliot Mor ison, Freder ick Mark, Ar thur M. Schlesinger, Jr .,
Pau l Buck. The Bel knap Press. Cambr idge, c 19 54 . xxiii, 689 pp. , Pre fa ce ,
Index . $1 2 .5 0

"The w o rk fall s into two ma in d iv isio ns. Chap ter s I-V co ns ist of s txtv-slx essays
dea ling w ith the method s, reso urces, an d mate ria ls of Ame rican h istory. These e ssa ys
b ring the reader and student the current technique s and source s of American history .
To e ach of the essays is a p pe nded a list of re lev ant w o rk s for further inve st ig a tio n .

"The second la rg e d ivision, Chapte rs VI·XXX, cons ists o f d eta iled reading list s ar­
rang e d wi th re fe re nce to his tori cal periods. Each is p re face d wi th a su mma ry tha t
o ut lines the topics t re ated , then pr oceed s to cite genera l a nd sp ecial w o rk s, as well
a s sources, maps , and rel e va nt b ibliog raphies . Wherever useful , re fe re nces are to
pages and chapte rs. Cita t ions are the be st w o rk an d best ed ition , g enera lly, though
not always, the latest."

Try Our Sea rch Service-Any Book-Any Subject-No Obligation

JOHN O. JOHNSON, JR.
1106 TRAPELO RD. WALTHAM, MASS. 02154
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POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the wo rld. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usag es. We usually have II few Terrl­
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii . We do not stock
United States stamps at .11.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Iolton, M.... 02101
RAILROAD POSTMARKS OF THE UNITED STATES

1861 to 1886

By CHARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER

Cove" railroed markings of Ihe Uniled States, as follows: "R .R," , " AGT" or slilion name

markin gs - 1861 to 1900. R.P.O. markings prior 10 1887.

Over MlO pages, hard cove", with exacl iIIuslralions of over 2200 mlrklngs. Over 80 railway

roule dllgrams Ind over 40 iIIuslrat ions of Ihe finesl of covers belring such markings. Llsls

the ,.lIrolds over which the roules ran , and Ihe present-dey stalus of these roads. Wilh I

clear explanalion of how the railway mall syslems worked, including definil ion of lerms

and I delalled cross Index.

.'1:; ,
Price: $12.50 per copy, pOltplld. Order from :

MELVIN W. SCHUH
6 Leconil ROld Worcelte r, Maii . 0' 609
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
NOW AVA ILABLE - The New 1971 Rev ised
AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Paper Back, Postpaid . $ 7.00
Hard Cover, Postpaid 10. 00

Write for My Free Special Lists

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

•

#l1-Reconstructing Plates 6-7 and S­
need plated material-will trade or pur­
chase. Jos. Dienstfrey, 1404 N. Tustin, Santa
Ana, Calif. 92701.

WANTED-Scott U.S. 114 wi th pl ate no.
tab or off-center copy showing recognizable
portion, used or unused. State price . Cliff
Leak, Box 497, Worthington, Minn. 56187.

WANTED-Centennial Album 4 post pa ges
(appro x. 10% wide inc. hinge x 11% ). Also
need Saratoga Co . N.Y. stampless covers
(send on approval or will provide list of
towns wanted). J . A . Lange , Jr., Root Rd.,
R.D. #2, Ball ston Spa, N.Y. 12020.
164
•
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE
WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INnR·
ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO
BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE
PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE lATH,
BOTTOM OF PAGE 114.
PHILATELIC LITERATURE
The Perforation Centennial: 1857-1957
(The First Perforated U.' S. Stamps)

. .. with articles by leading students on the 1857 stamps and their
usesi extensive Iy illustr ated . $5.00

Plating Charts for the 3c 1851
by Leo J . Shaughnessy.

. . . with charts of Plate 1 Late, 2 Late and 3 showing the major char­
acteristics of all positions with reliefs, recuts, and double transfers.

$4.00

Make checks payable to The U. S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., and
order, postpaid, from:

JACK L. JENKINS
Chairman, Publications Sales Committee

212 Mecherle Drive Bloomington, III . 61701
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NEW YORK

HARMERS SELLS THE CLASSICS
Some of the more interesting and illuminating realizations
from the H. R. Harmer, Inc. United States auctions of May
5, 6 and June 7-11.

Realized

$ 850.00

2,200.00

210.00

1,700.00

620.00+ 3,000.00

600.00 1,100.00

525.00+ 2,800.00

750.00 1,150.00

100.00 210.00

150.00 240.00

225.00 440.00

30.00 100.00

5 25 .00 900.00

315 .00 650.00

Catalogued
5c red brown, unused $ 350.00

10c black, part o .g. .____ _____ _________________ ___________ 1,600.00

10c black , used 200.00

1847

1847

1847

1851 -56 1c blue Type III , Plate II, used 1,100.00

1851 -56 1c pale blue, horiz. strip of 3 on cover,
Types II + II + Ib .__. .__..

1851 -56 10c green, Type III , unused pa ir _

1851-56 10c green, hor iz. strip of 3 on cover,
Types IV (recut at top) + II + II . .. __ .

1857-61 5c brick red , O.g. .. _. . .. __. . _

1857-61 30c orange, o.g. . . .

1861 -62 24c red lilac, o.g . .__. __ . __.. .._. .. _

1861-62 90c deep br ight blue, part o .g. _

1861-66 2c black , unused .. . __._._

1867 90c blue, grilled, full o.g. . . . _

1875 Re-Issue, 6c blue, o.g. _

The above results signifying on ly a fraction of the over $528,000
total garnered for the two auctions, can also be obtained for your
collection, if you avail yourself of the services of H. R. Harmer, Inc.

Request our booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" and a
copy of the Organization's Annual Report of the 1969/70 Season.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
THE INTERNATIONAL STAMP AUCTIONEERS

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460
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