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$3,590,136.50
OUR
1971

AUCTION
REALIZATIONS

An eminently satisfactory year and, without

doubt, the largest total achieved by any auc­

tion house in the world operating from one

office, a record we have maintained for the

past several years.

We look upon it as reflecting the measure of

confidence shown in us by both buyers and

sellers. We value this trust and we enter into

1972 with confidence and dedication to a

continuance and enhancement of the re­

spected position we hold in the world of

Philately.

How may we serve you?

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLE'RIES, INC.
120 EAST 56th STREET NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022



if your problem is
the best way to

sell your stamps
... ask the man from

Harmer .Rooke!

...................... ---- .......

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS!
... in big cities and

small towns, too
Collectors and dealers everywhere depend on the traditional expertise and integrity
of Harmer Rooke and monthly. cross-country trips are a regular part of our unique
service. With scheduled appo intments in major cities, a key executive from Harmer
Rooke is readily available to you in any outlying part of the country as well. Whether it's
a collection. an accumulation , individual rarities or dealer stock .. .you owe it to yourself
to get the advice of the man from Harmer Rooke . . .without obligation on your part .
A to ll -tree phone call is all it takes to arrange an appointment, at your convenience,
in your home or office.

It YOU have significant material and need expert advice,
DIRECT INQUIRY MAY BE MADE BY CALLING, TOLL FREE,

ON THE HARMER ROOKE "HOT-LINE" 800-221-7276
from anywhere in Continental U.S.A. except New York State

(In New York, Call (212) PLaza 1-1900)

III!R ~AC~AG~S!<:'::ERS#nc.
EOITORIAL MANAGEMENT of SCOTT'S CATALOG

3 East 57th Street New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) PLaza 1-1900

ESTABLISHED : LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939
T he Chron icle / Feb ruary 1972 / Vol. 24, No . I



"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS-PART 12

# 114 (3e: 1869) - Superb(Perfect Cent.) Vert. Pair, St. edge at left , tied by two
fancy geometric stars to tiny embossed cove r, pm k. " PRAIRIE LEA,TEX", A
Beauty I!!!! $90

# 112,114(3) (1e: & 3e: 1869) - Tied in block fo rm to V.F. Yellow cover to Ger-
many, pmk. "DONIPHAN,KAN.", Most un usual $100

# 115 (6e 1869) - Fine plu s copy (tiny tear),t ied by target can. to V.F. cover,
pmk. "OAK PARK,ILl." to Quebec $25

# 116 (10e 1869) - Fine copy, tied by Red"N .Y. PAID ALL" & Black wedge grid
to V.F. Hote l Corner card cover to Ge rmany $65

# 116 - Superb copy , tied on nose by " N.YORK STEAMSHIP" pm k. to V.F.-S.
Blue fo lded lette r to NEW YORK, from "CURACAO-Apr. 21, '70". A GEM $150

# 116 Pair - V.F.,Tied by Black gri ds to V.F. Blue folded le tte r to FRANCE, w ith
cle ar tran sit pmk. incl . "LONDON-PAlO-SO Sp.72" & mms ."Pr Steamer West-
phalia", slight crease from letter fo ld, a Beauty $135

# 117 (12e: 1869) - V.F.-S. copy,tied by 3 PURPLE BARS to up per half of wh ite
cover w ith 213 of address & Purpl e"PH llA. PAID All" & Red " LONDON-
PAID - 26 J u'69" , Attr active $3 5

# 1 19(15 e:-Ty 2) - V.F. copy, tied by "V" gr id to V.F.-S. tiny White cover to
FRANCE, with sha rp Blue ".. CALAIS-3 AOCT '69" Rec. pmk. .$ 135

# 119 - V.F. copy, rich color, tied by Black wedge grid to V.F.-S. Blue folded
le tte r to SWITZERLAND, wi th clear Red " NEW YORK PAID ALL-BR. Transit"
pmk. & mms . " Per Russia" . .. Nea t & att ract ive $150

# 119 & 114 (15 e: & 3e) - IS c Off. cen. & 3c SI. edge, tied by "COVINGTON,VA."
pmk. to V.F. Registered cove r, Cal. $193+ + $75

# 119 & 147 (15e'69 & 3e: Banknole) - F.-V.F. copies, ISc just t ied to V.F. White
cover, with circle " REGISTERED" mk .,pmk. "MO NTPElI ER,VT.", Attract ive &
Seare:e e:ombinal ion $125

# 119 (2 e:opies) - F. - V.F. cop ies, tied by Lt. Black wedge gr ids to fine small
White cover, with neatly repa ired tear, Red " N.Y. PAID 18" pmk., & Blue
"CALAIS" rec. pmk . to FRANCE, Very scarce $225

# 120 (24e: 1869) - 2 covers in stock - write for details if interested -.

# 133 (2e 1880 REISSUE) - Two V.F.-S. cop ie s, t ied to V.F. Buff cover, pmk .
"MEDIA,PA.-Mar. 11, 1884", w ith stamp d ealer cor ner card used to CANADA,
Rare on e:over, wilh P.F. Cerl . $2 50

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U.S. COVERS? SATISFACTION OR IMMEDIATE REFUND.
INSTALLMENT PAYMENT TERMS (No interes t or carrying charges) IF DESIRED

APS
SPA
CSA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522
THE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. P h ila te lic Class ics Society, Inc., a t 10 Coun try Club Driv e,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. Second-class postage paid a t Fulton Mo. Sub scription price $14.00. A year 's sub­
scription Is included In membership In the U.S. PhilateliC Classics Society , with $7.50 of each
member's dues apportione d to publica tion of The Chronicle. Prin ted In the Un ited States of Amer ica.
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OUTSTANDING SALES ...
tobeheldinBasle . .. for the SPECIALIST

MARCH 14: The unique collection of

Steamship Companies Stamps
formed by the late

Julius P. Steindler
of Chicago.

Over 400 covers of the Danube Steam Navigation Co.; Russian Levant,
Turkey , Suez Canal, Denmark, F inland and Hungary ; Caribbean - Gautier
Freres (unique) , 33 H .A.P .A.G. covers, L a Guaira, R.M.S.P., S t . Lucia and
the Lad y McLeod; the Bolivian Chimbas and the Pacific Steam Navigation
Co. Many covers as w ell as specialised studies of the stamps and canceLlations.

MARCH 15: United States
of AlDeri~a

The specialised study of
the first stamps with

Ci ty Post from 1842, Inter-City Posts fr om 1844, Postmasters' P rovisionals
and many later rarit ies. A remarkable historical. record.

A (two-voLume) handbook cata loque , with
colour, is available for each of the above sales .
Price £1.75p. each including second class air­
mail postage .

• • • • • • ROBSON LOWE Ltd.
50 PALL MALL, LONDO N SW I Y 5JZ

ENGLAND Cables: "Stam IJS, London , S .W .l " T elex: 91 .'> 410

When rep Lying to th is adv ertisement pLease mention that y ou saw it in
"CHRONICLE"
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
These edi torial remarks, writt en on New Year's weekend, reflect the con­
flict ing atti tudes and sentiments associa ted with a change of season, whether
on the calenda r or in the affai rs of men.

It is a pleasant duty to express on behalf of all the members our apprecia ­
tion to Larry Da vidson for his service as editor-in-chief for nearl y five yea rs
past. His broad grasp of the field of U. S. classic phil at ely, his high standa rds
of scholarship, and his dipl omatic judgment and lead ership have contributed
to the sustained qu ality of this publicati on and its grow ing stature in philat elic
journalism.

A sadder task is to acknowledge the debt of all of us to Ed Christ for his
accomplishments as associate edit or in performing with grea t good will and
efficiency th e many disparate chores involved in putting The Chronicle togeth er.
He brought to th e job a ref reshing lack of pretension, an engaging wit, and
an unobtrusive but thorough competence . He will be grea tly missed , not just
as an editor, but as a friend.

The tenure of Larry Davidson and Ed Christ was marked by severa l ad­
vances. Shortly after their collaboration began, The Chronicle became a quar­
terly, and at the same time maintained or increased its content without any sac­
rifice of quality stan dards. Coverage of various asp ects of U. S. classic
philat ely was expanded and innovative features were introduced from time to
time, keep ing Th e Chronicle responsive to the needs of its reade rs.

This issue begins Volume 24, altho ugh , becaus e of some inconsist encies
in our past numbering system, next Jul y will actuall y begin the 25th year of
publication. Through out that entire period The Chronicle has been privileged
to have exceptional phil atelists in the position of editor. Tracy ' \T. Simpson
performed that function with distin ction for Issues 1-44, with Richard McP.
Cabeen as contributing editor. They were assisted by Morris Fortgang and
William W . Hicks for numbers 29-36 and 29-44, respectively. Although Tr acy
resigned as editor of the 1851-60 sect ion in 1969, he still contributes to Th e
Chronicle. We are all gra teful for his continued help and guidance .

When The Chronicl e was enlarge d in 1963 to include the whole 1847-69
period, George E. Hargest took over as editor-in-chief and molded th e many
diverse elements,of the various sections into a balanced and scholarly approach
to nin eteenth century U. S. philat ely, with emphasis on objective research and
study . After sudde n illness forced Professor Hargest to resign , Richard B.
Graham, with charact eristic energy and generosity, assumed the post for two
issues until perm anent replacements-La rry David son and Ed Chri st- could take
charge. The Classics Society is fortunate that both th ese fine scholars continue
their contributions as section editors. They and the other section editors, and
the many readers who furnis h reports and inform ation, carry most of the burden
and responsibility for producing a worthw hile journal.

The list of past editors is imp ressive. They are-indiv idually and col­
lecti vely- a hard act to follow, but I will do my best to uphold and enhance
The Chronicle's tradition of excellence . The suppor t and encouragement offered
by the Chronicle staff, the offic ers of th e Society, and the membership at large
give me hope of success.

S. M. McD.
6 The Ch ro n icle / Februa ry 1972 / Vol. 24, 1"0. I



THE 1847-S1 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
A FIND OF SIXTY Sc 1847 COVERS

LESTER L. DOWNING

Two of the author's good personal fri ends, Fred Damon and Dr . John A.
Rockwell, were close friends and classmates at M. I. T. , class of 1896. Dr . Rock­
well was a long tim e-coll ecto r and a memb er of our local stamp club. Fred
Damon also belonged to the club, although he was not a serious collector. Some­
time in th e early 1950's, Fred told D r. Rockwell th at he thought that there were
some old letters in his old famil y home at Arling ton Centre, Massachus etts, and
that Dr. Rockwell could have them if he wishe d. Nothing mat erialized for a
year or two until Fred Damon told the writer that he had sold the old house
and must be out of it in two wee ks. This finally brought acti on. Dr. Rockwell and
the writer went to the house in Arling ton and met Fred there. A search of
the house brought to light only one cover, a 2c red and bla ck of the Pan-Am eri­
can issue.

Fred insisted that there must be covers somewhere and suggested that we go
up into the loft of th e barn to hunt. There we found three trunks. Th e first two
were unlocked , but a sea rch through th em disclo sed no covers. The third trunk
was locked and no key ava ilable, but F red said to go ahead and break th e lock.
This was done and the trunk opened, but it , too, looked unpromising at first. How­
ever, in searching through the conte nts of th e trunk, we came upon a bundle of
cove rs-60 on later count-all bearing 5c 1847 stamps. The letters were all ad­
dressed to Monson, Massachusetts, and were mailed from Boston with the usual
seve n bar circ ular grid, which was ra ther faintly struck in red. In many cases it
was so faint that the Monson Postm aster had deemed it his duty to spoil th e looks
of the covers by oblitera ting the sta mps with pen and ink of varying degrees of
over-zealous effective ness . In the lot th ere were two covers with pairs of 5c 1847's,
one horizontal, one vertic al, anothe r cover with a Boston & Albany Railro ad post­
mark, and two covers wh ich plainl y showed the "Do t in S" variety . The majority
of the cove rs were envelopes , both white and buff, with white predominating.
Th ere were a few fold ed letters in the group. The personal letters cont ain ed in
the envelopes were left in the keeping of Fred Damon.

Dr. Rockwell took the covers home and sor ted out the better ones. He gave
the writer 12 and kept 26 for himself. Of the remainder he gave one cover to each
memb er of our loca l group of some twenty-odd collec tors who was present at
the next meeting. The 26 covers retain ed by Dr. Rockwell were sold at the
Paige auc tion of Jun e 7, 1957, with the rest of his collection. They were grouped
in 5 lots, consisting altogethe r of 11 envelopes, 5 fold ed letters, and 10 covers
not speci fica lly described.

Th e sta mps th emselves showed considerable variation in condition. On e
trouble was that when th e writer bought a pane. of sta mps, he would fold
the shee t and put it in his pocket. The creases were not in all the stamps and
those that had creases were greatly improved after th ey had been filed away in
albums. The margins, as might be expe cted, varied grea tly, some being ample
and others cut off or into, as the result of careless separation, so th at few of th e
covers meet high philat elic stan da rds.

That is the account of the find itse lf. The rest of the story had a sad outcome.
All the covers belon g to a single corresponde nce from Samue l G. Damon to
Juli a D. Fuller during their cour tship, and throughout the peri od of her sub­
seq uent fata l illness, after their marriage. It has been possibl e to reconstruct from
vario us sources the outlines of thi s tragic roma nce .
Tht: Ch ro nicle / February 19i2 / Vol. 24, No. I i



Samuel Damon was the son of Reverend Da vid Damon, who became min­
ister of the Firs t Congregational Church at West Cambridge (now Arlington) ,
Massachusetts, in 1835. The date an d place of Samuel's birth have not been de­
termined, but it may be assumed that he was a youth of 15 or younger when he
arrived in the Boston area with his famil y. Samuel did not study for the ministry
like his father but went into business in Boston. The Boston Directory of 1846­
47 lists "Samuel G. Damon, Boots & Shoes, 77 Blackston e Street" and states
that he boarded at 12 Por tland Street.

Julia Fuller was born in Monson on June 28, 1826. Since Monson is a small
town about 17 miles east of Springfield , at a considerable distance from Boston ,
it is not certain how the two young people became acquainted. There is some
evidence that one of Samu el's sisters had married and moved to Monson to live.
One of Samuel's surviving lett ers mentions his sister Sarah and ind icates that she
lived in Monson. It seems likely that he went to Monson on a visit and was intro­
duced to Julia in the course of his stay.

Wha tever the occas ion, the couple must have met early in 1848-the first
letter (of the 23 so far recorded by date ) is dated April 25, 1848. Th e covers
addresse d to Miss Julia D. Fuller continue at regular intervals un til Janu ary 11,
1849. (See Figure 1.) Damon's suit was successful; Julia Fuller and Samu el
Damon were married at Monson on January 23, 1849.

4~/c., ~

~#-7-~/t5'J l {~d/;%
-- ._ )

Figure 1. Envelope d aled July 3, 1848, an d mailed al Beaten 10 Mi•• Jul ia Fulle r by Samuel
Damon early in Ihe ir courl.hip . The heavy pen cancellation , probably applied by Ihe Mon.on
PM, is characte rist ic of many of the so cov ers .

The newlyweds went to Boston to live an d presumably boarded there,
probably at 12 Por tland Street , listed as Samu el's residence in the Boston
Directory. In only a few months Julia became sick. Her illness must
have been serious from the outset , since it was necessary for her to return to
Monson where her famil y could take care of her.

Th e letters resumed Jun e 19, 1849, now addressed to Mrs. Julia F . Damon
at Monson ( Figure 2 ). Th ey continued with a frequ ency that clearly indicates
the streng th of Samu el Damon's devotion to his wife. A letter of September 15,
1849, ( carried by favor out of the mails ) discusses a proposed trip to New York
City, about which he defers entire ly to her health and convenience. The reason for
the trip is not revealed-it was probably to attend to business matters, and perh aps
to seek treatment for her illness as well. At any rat e Damon expresses solicitude
8 T he Chronicle / February 1972 / Vol. 24, No . I



Figure 2. Doub le weight cov er dated June 18, 1849 . The first cover ad dress ed to Mrs. Juli a Fulle r
Damon after her return to Monson at the outset of her illn ess .

about her condition and hope for her recovery: "May heaven bless you my
dearest Ju lia and restor e you soon to health & str ength. Then who will be so
happy as your own aff . husband S. G. Damon?" Th e nature of Julia's malad y is
not known, but her condition steadil y deteriorated. She died at Monson on Apr il
1, 1850, two months before her 25th bir thday.

~~1~~: ~~r ~~~~~r~~:nve~:~e~~d~: e nclosure from Julia Damon to her husb and on February 14 , 1850 , six weeks

" Co me in the eve ning & come in the mo rning ,
Come when you 're sent for & come w ithout w arnin g
Kisse s & welcome will ever be for you . '
The oftener you' ll come the more ('II adore you ."
T he Chronicle / February 1972 / Vol. 24. No . I !l



Th e last letter now recorded is dated Mar ch 18, 1850. It is probably the
final one as shortly after that date Samu el Damon went to Monson to be with his
wife in the terminal stages of her illness. The last previous date listed is January
8, 1850.

One item survives from the corresponde nce during the two mon th interval
between the dates of the last two letters. This is a Valen tine from Julia to her
husband at his place of business. The stampless envelope, prepaid at the drop
letter rat e, is postmarked "BOSTON Mass, FEB 14" and ad dr essed to "Mr. S. G.
Damon, 53 Hanover St., Boston , Mass." Since it is unlikely that Julia ever
returned to Boston aft er her illness began, the envelope was probably carried
outside the mails from Monson to Boston by a friend who depos ited it at the
Boston Post Office. Althoug h neither the envelope nor enclosure is dated , the
address proves the yea r was 1850, becaus e it has been established that Damon's
business was still at the Blackstone Street address as late as August 1849. Th e
handwritten Valentine enclosure is shown in Figure 3.

Samuel Damon was imm ensely griefstricken by th e untimely death of his
young wife. He did not remarry until 17 years later on July 24, 1867, when he
married Ella Whitman, There were five children of this marriage, the middle
child being Frederick Whitman Damon, born December 1, 1873. All five were
born in th e little yellow hous e on Broadway in Arlington, where Rev. Damon
lived when he fir st came to ' Vest Cambridge, as it was then known, the same
location where the 5c 1847 covers were found more than a century aft er they
had been carefully stored away.
MORE ABOUT THE "KNAPP SHIFT"
CREIGHTON C. HART

Soon aft er the articl e entitled "The Knapp Shift as Told to me by Elliott
Perry" appeared in the August 1971 Chronicle, Herman "Pat" Herst, Jr . wro te me
that Paul Albertis was still living. Pau l Albertis is the dealer who had told Elliott
Perry at th e International Philat elic Exhibition of 1936, that he had sold the 10c
1847 "shift" to E dwar d Knapp at an earlier date. After severa l inquiries I learned
th at Albertis is living in Florida.

On ovember 8th I wrote as follows and sent a copy of my letter to Ezra
Cole: -

Dear Mr. Albertis :
As you can see from this letterh ead my phil at elic specialty is the 1847 issue
of United States stamps. One of the subjects I have been studying is th e
IOc stamp with a large shift very similar to the big shift in "POST OFFICE".
Thi s extra large shift ha s become known as the "Knapp shift" because it was
once in th e collect ion of Edward Knapp, an active collector earlier in this
cen tury.

Elliott Perry recalls that you told him , at an International stamp show
abo ut 1936, that you had sold the IDe "shift" stamp to Knapp at about th e
then current pr ice for th e big shift in "Post Office", also known as 31R.

The purpose of this letter is to ask if you remember selling the stamp to
Knapp and, if so, at what pri ce? I understand you were a prominent dealer
in New York and probabl y bought stamps from several sources including
from oth er dealers. Do you remember from whom you acquired this par­
ticul ar stamp? 1t has been a long time since the sale happened and I hope
your memory is still clear about details of this well publicized stamp. Even
if you cannot rememb er spec ific details, any information, especially abo ut
the source of this stamp, will be appreciat ed .

Several of the professionals who are still active rememb er you favorably
and it is from them I have obtain ed your address. E zra Cole is a long
10 The Chro nicle / Febr uary 1972 / Vol. 24, No. I



time friend of min e and has said I may use his name as an introduction
reference.

Many thanks for your tim e taken to answer thi s request. I do not know
the present wherea bo uts of this stamp and my only int erest is to estab lish
any ava ilable facts abo ut it. If you prefer, your answe r will b e kept con­
fid ential.

Sincerely yours,
Creighton C. Hart

cc: Mr. E zra Cole

On Nove mber 18th, he answered and I'm pleased to quote his letter here.

Dear Mr. Hart :
Sorr y not to have answered yours of th e 8th sooner, but I have been a bit
tied up . Now about th e "Knapp Shift" on th e lac '47. I knew Mr. Knapp
well as he was a frequent visitor-and customer-at our Madison Stamp Co.
at 566 Madison Ave. N.Y.C. And well do I remember sellin g th is stamp (for
about $100.00 as I recall ) to him. If my recollection serves me correctly it
was in an old stuck down collection which I bought over the counter. Ha ve
no idea who the original own er was-and probably never knew. I had not
noticed the big shift at the time of purchase but in soaking and drying the
stamps it hit me in the eye so I put it to one side to save for some one
who would appreciate a striking varie ty such as this. The next time Mr.
Knapp cam e in I showed it to him, he was intrigue d, and purchased it.
And that' s ab out all I remember abo ut it. Have often wondered (si nce it
appea red to be a plate rather than a printing variety) how it could
happen that with all the 10c '47s in existence no other has ever shown
up . Do you have a theory?

Please give Ez Cole my regards when you are in touch. My acquain­
tance with him goes back to aro und 1930 whe n he was with Spen
Anderson.

Sincerely,
Paul Albe rtis

Theodore Behr ha s two small volumes of photographs of letters ex­
cha nged between Knapp, Ashbrook and Perry conce rning the cause and au­
thenticity of the Knapp Shift. These letters cover a period of abo ut a year and a
half , between November 1935 and May 1937. I've been privileged to read them
but they are much too long to repeat here. Some of th em are thoughtful and
conciliatory, oth ers are harsh and acrimonious. Th ey are all int eresting becau se
of th e sub ject, but the argum ents are not , in my opinion, conclusive on eithe r
side.

At that time Ashbrook was editing the Stamp Specialist column in the
American Philatelist, th e official publication of th e American Philatelic Society.
If any member wishes to explore further thi s already well publicized subject, he
may read Ashbrook's articles and the two volumes of letters belonging to Mr.
Behr, of New York City.

NEXT ISSUE: "New York City Postal markings on 1847 Covers."
GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC­
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAINS FOR YOUR INFOR­
MATION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VARIATION OF THE " GOLDEN RULE."
T he Chronicle / February 19i2 / Vol. 2>1 , No . I I I



RAILROAD POSTMARKS OF THE UNITED STATES

1861 to 1886

By CHARLES L. TOWLE and HENRY A. MEYER

Covers railroad markin gs of the United Stales, as fo llows: " R.R.", " AGT" or station name

marki ngs - 1861 to 1900. R.P.O. markin gs prior to 1887.

Over 400 pages, hard covers, with exact illustrations of over 2200 markings. Over 80 railwa y

route diagrams and over 40 illustrations of the finest of covers bearing such marking s. lists

the railroads over wh ich the routes ran, and the pres ent-day statu s of thes e roads . With a

clear explanation of how the railw ay mail systems worked, including de finition of terms

and a detailed cross index.

Price: $12.50 per copy, postpaid. Order from :

MELVIN W . SCHUH
6 Laconia Road Worcester, Mass. 01609
WANTED
COVERS AND STAMPS-1847-1890

FOR INSERTION IN U.S.P.C.S.

SALES CIRCUITS

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT: DR. W . F. AMONETTE

200 8TH STREET RADFORD, VIRGINIA 24141
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THE 1851 -60 PERIOD

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS III , Assoc. Editor
KAN SAS TERRITORIALS - 1854- 186 1

DAVID T. BEALS III R.A. # 2 4 8

A study of the catalogue of the Rob t. Baughm an collection of Kansas Terri­
tor ials (3 ) and oth er available material indic ates th at th e secti on of Kansas T er­
rit orials in Chase and Ca been ( 1) is far from com plete. In asmuch as the
territorial period-May 30, 1854 to Jan . 29, 1861-falls within our per iod of
interest, and while there is considerab le Kansas mat er ial of this period currently
on the mark et, your editors believe this is an appropria te time to bring th is
listing up to dat e in so far as is possible.

We have listed those postmarks reported to us which were not listed by
Dr. Chase, and have also included earlier and lat er dates rep orted than those in
the book ( 1) . We have not duplicat ed any of th e postmark s or dates already
listed in the Chase-Cabeen book, but ha ve prepared this list as a supplement
thereto . We will welcome any additions to the following list from our readers
(Xerox prints of newly reported covers would be greatly appr ecia ted ).

Figure 1. The only reported exa mple of the Quindaro rimless postmark. Cover show s e mbo ssed Richardson 's
Missou ri Express Co. adve rtiseme nt. Courtesy of David l. Jarrett.

Inasmu ch as the Denver City KT arcs, Leavenworth City KT (32mm)
and Leavenworth City Kas. (26mm) postmarks are known to have been used
after Kansas Stat ehood (Jan. 29, 1861 ), there is a poss ibility that some of the
other covers in our list not showing the year may also have been used after thi s
date. We do not, however, feel this possib ility is great. •

It should also be noted that the mail con tracts, serving towns located in
the area whi ch later became Colorado Territ ory, were not effective until August
of 1860. Consequently no bona fide covers can be dat ed before then, except for
the quasi-offic ial post offices of Auraria and Co raville whi ch star ted some sort
of service in 1859.

" 'e gratefully acknowledge helpful assista nce from Th omas J. Alexander,
John Eggen, Clinton ' V. Kanaga , David L. Jarrett and N. Leonard Persson.
T he Ch ronicle / February 1972 / Vo l. 2-), No. I 13



References:
l. "THE FIRST HUNDRED YEARS OF UNITED STATES POSTMARKS

1787-1887" by Dr. Carroll Chase and Richard McP. Cabeen. Pages 212-22l.
2. "UNITED STATES POSTAL HISTORY COVERS" 396th sale of Robert

A. Siegel, May 25, 1971.
3. "THE NEW AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOGUE" edited

by E. N. Sampson, 1971 Edition.
4. "KANSAS POST OFFICES" by Robert W. Baughman.

KANSAS TERRITORYPOSTMARKS

· Listed in Chase-Cabccn. but new earliest (E) or lat est (L) date reported.
••Addit io na l information nee ded. x Later Colorado Territory.

Nam e as if' th e Date Size Earliest 6- Latest
Postmil rk Esiab , (4) Shape mill . Color Stam i: Dates Seen

Agnes City K. T . Nov. 1. 56 ms. Black 55 Mar ch 23. 1859
Albany Kau , Aug. 5. 58 ms. Black 55 June 20• • •
Ashl and Kan sas Dec. 29.55 ms. Black U10 March 24 no yea r
Atchi son K. T . Ma r. 15. 55 ms, Black U10 Dec. 15. 1855

Black S2 J an . 13.
probabl y 1856

·Atch ison K. T. Mar. 15. 55 Circle 36.5 Black U10 (L) Oct. 7, 1858
Auraria K. T . x J an . 18.59 ms, Black U IO Ju ne 15. 1859
Auraria K. T . x J an . 18. 59 S.L. 24 x 2.2 Black 55 (L) Aug. 26. 1859
Barnsvill e K. T. July 23. 56 ms, Black 9 May 5• • •

BEACH VAL LEY K. T . Feb. 10. 59 Circle 33 Bla ck U10 Nov . 2. no year

Belm on t K. T. Sep t. 21. 57 ms. Black S5 April 12. 1859

Bennct Stat ion K. T . l\Ia r . 15. 58 illS. Black S5 J une 9•••

Big Springs K. T. Jan . 7. 56 ms, IIIack 52 April 19.1 856

Blooming Grove K. T . Sep t. 2, 57 ms. Black U10 Fcb . 18, 1858
Bla ck Stampless Nov . 6. no year

Brook lyn K. T. Jan . 2. 57 ms. Black S3 July 16. 1858

Bu rli ngam e K. T. J an. 30, 58 ms. Black S3 July 17. 1858
Black 55 Ju ly 10, 1860

BURLINGT ON KAN . Fcb. 16.58 Circle 25 m ack #22. two I
S5s & U9 Nov, 8. no year

Ca to K. T. .July 30, 58 ms . Black 55 J ail . 26, 1861
Centropo lis K. T . Aug. 4.58 ms. Black u rn Feb. 28, ••

Black S5 Sept. 3, ••
Clin to n Kan sas T . Aug. 30, 58 ms. Bla ck Str ip 3

# 2'1 July 5, 1859
Clin to n K. T . Aug. 30.58 ms, Black S5 Feb . 2, 1859

m ack 55 Sep t. 27. 1859
Columbia K. Terri tory Fcb. 20, 57 ms, Bla ck U10 June 28. 1857
Cornvi lle x Mar. 22. 59 ms. Black Su unp less june 8, 1859
Council City Ap r . 30, 55 ms. Black S2 May 4, 1857
Cou nci l Grove K. T. Feb . 26,55 ms, Black S2 July 14. no year
cou: C IL GROVE Fcb.26. 55 Circle 33 Black S5 Junc 18, 110 ycar

K. T .
COUNCIL G ROVE Fcb . 26, 55 Circle 25 Black U10 Junc 28. no year

KAN.
Delaware City K. T. J an. 29. 56 ms. m ack U10 Feb. 9. no year

Black Sta m p less Nov . 13, 1856
DEL AWARE CIT YK .T . Jan. 29. 56 Circle 32 Bla ck 55 July 21. 1858

Bla ck •• Oct. 20. 1860
DO NIPHAN K. T. Mar. 3. 55 Riml ess 34 Bla ck # 9 June 9, 110 year

Arc
·Elwood K. T. Ju ne 10, 57 ms. Black 52 (E) Sep t. 12. 1857
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· ELW OO D KAN. J une 10, 57 Ci rcl e 32 Black Stamp less (E) Dec. 4, 1858
Em poria K. T . Sep t. 19, 57 ID S. m ack S5 Dec. •• 1857

Black Sta m p less Mayl 2,I 858
EMPO R IA KAS. Sept. 19, 57 Circle •• Black S5 ••
EMPO R IA KAN . Sep t. 19, 57 Circle 25 nI ack S5 Feb. 12, no yea r
EU DO RA KAN. Sept. 1, 57 Circle 26 Black S5 Mar. 26 , no yea r
Eureka K. T . Aug . 23, 58 ms, Black Sta m pless Ja n . 6, IR!i9

Black S5 May 10, 1860
· For t Riley K. T. Dec. 20, !iIi ms. m ack VlO (E) April I I , IR!i!}

m ack S!i (L) A ug. 30, no
year

· FO RT RI LEY K. T . Ik e. 20, !i!i Circ le so Black S5 (L) Dee. 20 in ms.
110 year

· FO R T SCOT T K. T . Ma r. 3, 43 Circle 36 Black 3-#245 (L) May 18. 1R58
Ga rnett K. T . Jul y 16, 59 ID S. Black S5 May 2, no year
· Ge a ry K. T . Jul y 22, 57 ID S. Black S!i Dee. 23, 1R59

shou ld be 18!i7
Go ld en City K. T . x Apr. 6. 60 m s, Bla ck S5 Ma r. 21, no year
Go ld en Gat e x Sept. 6. GO •• •• m ack 3c Em '. Dec. 22 , 1R60
Grasshop per Fall s Dee. 21, ri5 ID S. Black Sta mpless Oct. 28, no year-

from Cod y Corrcsp ,
· G R ASSH O P PE R Dec. 2 1. !i5 D b!. 3G m ack S5 (L) Feb . 2ri, IS60

FAL LS K. T. Circle
H amilton K. T . x .lu ly 26, 60 ID S. m ack Sri Dec. 21. IS60
H amlin Dec. ri, 57 ID S. m ack S5 Aug . 31. l S60

m ack Sri Nov . 16. 1860
H iawatha K. T . Iu lv 13, ss ms, Bla ck Sri Sept. 4. no yea r
HI AWATHA KAN. .lnl y 13. 58 Circle •• Black Sri Sept. 27. 1R60
HOLTON KAN . Aug. 5, 5R Circle ? " " m ack VlO Nov. l ri, l Rri9_:)..)
Huron Kan sas Dec. 14. ri7 ID S. mack U27 J an . " 186!
H yat t K. T . Sept. 10. 57 m s, Black Sia m ul ess J u nc 10. 185R

mack VlO Feb . 25, no year
In di a nol a K. T. Dec. 21, 55 ms. Bl ack S5 Apr. 2ri. ISri9
· Iowa Point K. T. Ma r. 15 . 5ri ID S. Bl ack S5 (L) Oct. 27. 1860
IOWA POINT K. T . Mar. 15. ri5 Cir cle 37.ri m ack VlO TO V _ 21. no year

m ack Sri Dec. I . ••
Junction City K. T . J une 30. 5R m s. Black S5 Oct. 12. l W,S

m ack S5 Oct. 26 . l Sri9
· JUN CT ION CIT Y J un e 30 . !i8 Cir cle 25 .5 m ack S!i (E) J une 21.

KAN . no year
· KIC KAPOO CIT Y J an . 24. !iIi Circle 30 m ack S!i IE) Ma y 20. 18:, 8

K. T .
Lancaster K. '1'_ Ma r. 3.!iR Ins . mack U IO Oct. 17. IR!i6
La wren ce K. T. J an. 13, !iIi ms, Hlack U IO Ma y 7. p resu m-

ably 18!i!i
Lea venworth K. T . Ma r. 6, 5!i ill S. m ack U IO Ap r. 15, no Year
Lea ven worth City K. T . Mar. 6. 55 ms, Black S2 J nne 9. IS:':'
· LEAVEN WOR T H Ma r. 6. :'!i Circle w ] 32.!i m ack Ul O (E) J u ly 29, 18'16

CIT Y K. T . Ser ifs.
· LEAVEN WO RT H :\Ia r. 6, 5!i Dbl 26 Black Suu u pl css (E) J u ly 2:' . IS60

CIT Y KAS. C ircle
· LECO M PT ON K. T . Sep t. 5,5:' Circle 36.5 Black S:' (E) May 16. IR!17

Black U IO (I.) Ap r. l R. IR:, R
° L ECO :\I PT ON KAN. Sep t. 5, 55 Circle 365 Black S5 (E) Nov , 12, 18:'R
L ECOMPT O N KAS. Sep t. 5, 55 Dbl 2:' Bl ack 55 Nov. I, IR60

Ci rcle
Lex in gt on K. T . Jnne 29. 57 ms. Black 11-S!is July 9, no year

Black U26 J a il. 19, IS61
Ma nhattan K. T . Sept. 4, 56 ID S. Black S2 Feb. 2, 18!i7
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· MAN HA TTON K. T. Sept. 4. 56 Ci rcle 36 Black U IO (E) Sept. I . no yea I'

· Map leto n K. T . June 15, 57 ms. Black S5 J an . 13, no yea r
Black S5 May II , no year

· MAPLETON KAN . Ju ne 15. 57 Circle 32 Yell o\\' UIO (L) Dec. 8, no year
MARYSVILL E KAN. Nov . 11, 54 Circle 32 Black Sta mp less April-I860
MAR YSVILLE KAS. Nov. 11. 54 Circle 26 Black Stamp less Nov . I . 1860
Mineola K. T. Nov , 26, 58 ms . Black S5 Mar. 8, ••

Black S5 Juue 27, no year
MO NTICELLO K. T . Jan . 15. 58 Rimless 31 Black S5 Nov. 23. no year

Circle
· Mou n ta in Ci ty K. T. x J an . 17. 60 ms. Black S5 (E) Aug. 25. 1860
Neosho Fa lls K. T . May 21. 57 Black Sta mp less Aug. 31, 1857
·NEOSH O FALLS May 21,57 Dbl 34 Black Stampless (E) J an. 14. 1859

KANSAS Circle
Ogden K. T . Ma r. 21, 56 m s, Black Stampless April 15, 1857

Bla ck S3 June 3, 1859
· OLATHE KAN. May 4. 57 Circle 32 Black U9 (L) Nov . 3. 1859
OSKALOOSA KAN. Nov . 25, 56 Circle 26.5 Black S5 May ••

Black U9 ••
· OSSAW AT OM IE K. T . Dec. 21,55 Cir cle 36.5 Blu e S5 (E) Mar. 2, 1858
· OZAW KIE K. T . Ma r. 15, 55 Cir cle 36 Black S5 (L) Oct. 5. no yea r
PAL ERMO KAN . Dec. 9, 55 Circle •• Bla ck S5 ••
Palmyra .Jun e 29, 57 ms. Black Sta mpless ••
Paola K. T. Feb. 13. 56 ms, Black S3 Feb. 12, 110 year

Black 3· # 24s Feb . 20. no year
PAOLA KAN. Feb. 13. 56 Circle 32 Black S5 May 10, 1859

Black S5 J ail . 7, 1860
Pari s K. T . J an . 8,57 m s, Hlack S5 Dec. 20, 1858
PAW N EE FOR K K. T. No\'. 30. 59 T riple 25 Black S5 Jan. 14, ms-no year

Ci rcle Black S5 Aug. 20. ius-no year
Peoria K. T . j u ne 15, 57 ms. Black S5 Mar. 27. 1858
I;"ET ER SBURG KS. Feb. 8. 58 Circle •• Black S2 ••
Pleasant Grove K. T. Ju l. 7. 57 ms . Black S5 J ul y 8.1 859
· PRAIR IE CITY K. T . Oct. 7. 57 Circle 36.5 Black U]() (L) Aug . II , 1860
Qui ndaro K. T . May 14. 57 ms. Black S5 Jan. 3. • •
Q UI ND AR O K. T. May 14, 57 Circle 30 Black S2 June 15 in IlIS-

no year
QUI ND AR O . K. T. May 14. 57 Ri ml ess 30 Black S2 J ul y 14 in ms..

Circle no year
· QU IN DA R O KAN . May 14. 57 Circle 33.5 Black Sta mp less (L) Fe b. I. 1859
· Roc k Cree k Mar. 3.56 in s, Black S5 (L) Ap ril 14, ••
·Sac and Fox Age ncy Mar. 3. 55 ms, Black U IO (L) J an . 17. no year
-sr, Bernard K. T . Ma r. 3. 55 ill S. Black Sta mpless (E) July 15. 1857

Bla ck S5 (L) Aug. 30, no yea r
Seneca K. T . Nov. 5.58 ms, Black S5 Au g. 15. ••
Sha wnee K. T . Mar. 19, 57 m s, Black S5 Ma r. 19. no year

IIlack S5 Sep t. Hi . 1860
Sta n to n K. T. JUli e 8. 57 ms. Black S3 Sep t. 8. IS57
·Tecumse h K. T . Ma r. 3. 55 ms, Black Stam p less (L) May 27. IS57
Wa lto n K. T . Oct. 23, 58 ms. Black S5 June 29. 1859

Black Sia mplcss April 7. IS60
WAT ERLOO K. T. june 30. 5S Circle 33 IIlack S5 Jllne 27, no yea r
Wathen a K. T . Aug . 2. 56 ms. Black 10 May 25. ..
· Whi te Cloud K. T . July 11. 55 illS. Black UIO (I.) May 3, 1859
Wilmington K. T . May 2 1. 57 ms, Black U IO Oct. 14. 1858
· Wya ndotte K. T. Oct. 5. 55 ms. Black S2 (E) Sept. 9. 1856
W yandotte Kas. Oct. 5. 55 ms. Black S5 Ju ne 5. ••
WYANDOTT E KAN. Oct. 5. 55 Circle 25 RIack U9 April • • 1860

•• •• Sep t. 28, 1860
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SAVANNAH, GA. "M AIL ROUTE" MARKINGS FOR "WAY" LETTERS
Mr. Arthur H. Bond submits this rep ort, which supplements th e article

written by him on the subject in Chronicle 70:77.
He reports that Cover # 5 is actually addressed to Savannah , Georgi a,

rather th an Provid ence, R. I. , as reported by Mr. Henry A. Meyer . This probab ly
KANSAS TERRITORIAL POSTMARKS

PAID
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accounts for th e fact that the cove r received no townmark, only a 7 bar 17.5 mm.
circular grid tying the stamp.

A new cover (#11 ) should be added to the previous list ( it is illustrat ed as
Figure 2, cour tesy of Mr. Ch arles J. Starnes ) :

No. 11) Postmarked SAVANNA B , Ga./Mar 29/ 3 with MAIL ROUTE in
black as well as a mss. endorsement "Per N. York Steamer." Addressed to Norto n,
Mass., 4c postage paid with S2 brownish carmine (probably 1852 ) and Ic 1851,
Type I!.

Figure 2
THREE CENT PERFORATED STAMPS FROM PLATE 15

Several errors and omissions crept into th e article on thi s sub ject in Chr onicle
72:187.

The caption of Fig. 3 ( p. 188 ) should read "87RI5, the only major double
transfer on the plate."

The caption of Fig 7 (p. 193 ) describ ed a strip of three as well as a single.
Only th e sing le was illustrat ed . Thi s is one of the triple frame line positions,
99R15. The omitte d illustration of the strip of three is included here as Figu re 3.

Figure 3
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The stamps are 6, 7, 8R15. The middle stamp, 7R15, is truly remarkable. It
has a guide dot near the up per right diamond block; the damaged "A" relief has
a double repair ; the left frame line is triple; the right frame line is split.

Figure 4

The photo in Figure 4 is 17R15, which is recut below the upper left rosette,
but not in the upper left triangle; the left frame line is split and the right frame
line is doubled .
BOOKS - BOOKS - BOOKS
Kemble, J . H. THE PANAMA ROUTE 1848-1869 . A fi ne 1970 reprint of the

1943 edit ion . $ 15 .0 0 p pd. Mass . re s iden ts kind ly ad d sal e s ta x .

Clark, Capta in Arthur H. THE CLIPPER SH IP ERA. 1970 re prin t of the 1910
edit ion with addit ions . $9.95 ppd.

McKay, Richa rd C. SOUTH STREET, A Mari tim e History of New York . 1970
repr int of the 1934 edit ion with ad dit io ns. $ 9 .95 ppd.

McKay, Richard C. SOME FAMOUS SA ILING SHIPS AND THEIR BUILDER DONALD
McKAY. $9.95 ppd.

Ask for o u r List # I I -SAS E appreciated. A few items f ro m th is list fol ­
lo w: Table of the Post Offices in the U.S. 1836; Laws a nd Regu la tio ns fo r the
Government of the Post O ffi ce Department. 1847; Tab le of Post Offices in the
Un ited States 1851 ; Ibid . another copy; Ib id . an o t he r copy; Ib id . a defect ive
copy. Earlier and later postal history items included, plus a var iety of philate lic
lite ra tu re -U.S. and fore ign . A ll items pu rchased a re re t u rnable if found no t up to
e xpecta tion .

Try our Search Service - out of p rint books, pamphlets, maps, etc. No
obligation .

JOHN O. JOHNSON , JR.
1106 TRAPELO RD., WALTHAM, MASS. 02154
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
Th e Period Edi tor has a good deal of catching up to do with correspondence

and other obligations, such as fulfilling promises mad e in ras h moments at stamp
shows and meetings. The Neinken book, which has taken a good deal of tim e,
will soon be out of th e wa y, and we then expe ct to acknowledge all the cor­
responden ce and reports concern ing th is section of the Chronicle.

Thi s issue of the Chronicle has this section mainl y devoted to a report con ­
cern ing the China and Jap an Steam Service markin gs, and we feel that this report
takes a giant st ep towards disp ellin g some of th e mystery about th is marking. W e
ha d a good man y rep orts- some of which were most useful. Others displayed
extra effort-for example, in ta king the trouble to make notes of covers bearing
the subject marking on exhibition in a stamp show. There is more work yet to
do on the marking, but th e informati on worked up from th e reports received
points th e way to possibl y solving most of the unknowns about the sub ject.

For future sub jects, we have been considering another chapt er or so regard­
ing occupation markings-prop abl y Mississippi and Virgin ia will come next. W e
are ab out read y to publish more of Henry A. Meyer 's waterway postal markings,
and assemble several reports of new markings in the ca tegories alread y pub­
lished . Do es anyone have other sub jects th ey would like to see covered?
CHINA AN D JAPAN STEAM SERVICE
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In Chronicle No. 66, ( repeated in lat er issues ) , th e Period Editor requested
reports of usage of the oval marking, in shades of red or ma genta, reading China
and Japan/Steam Service with various ornaments . A tr acin g of thi s marking was
in Plat e "A", page 168, Chronicle No. 68.

This marking is not common, and, in spite of some authoritativ e-sounding
sta tements in print over the yea rs as to wh ere it was applied, ther e is really no
positive knowledge as to whether it was applied at the San Fran cisco post office
or b y Route Agents aboard the eas t bound steamers of the Pacific Mail Steam
Ship Company's trans-Pacific line. W e do know that the marking appea rs only
on covers carried from the Or ient to San Francisco aboard the ships of the line.

There ha ve been several articles written concern ing th is service. Most of
the informati on given in them is based upon the annual reports of the U.S.
Postm asters Genera l, 1865-et seq ., as well as other official do cuments. Closely
tied in with the service was th e opening (and eventual assumption by th e
Japan ese of the responsibilities of foreign mail exchange ) of th e U.S. and other
Consular post offices in Japan, and the various postal tr eati es bet ween th e U.S.
Post Offi ce Dept. and the postal authorities of the British crown colony of Hong
Kong. These events are covered in good detail in an article by H. E. Lobdell in
th e 12th American Philatelic Congress Book . This article is based almo st en­
tirely upon documentat ion , and from that sta ndpoint, at least , can be used as the
basic refer ence work for this subjec t. Several other works, dealing with the
establishme nt of the U.S. Consular post offices in Jap an , and th e U.S.-Hong Kong
postal treaties, are noted in the accompanying bibliography. In addition, we are
aw are that Dr. Rob ert M. Spa ulding , Jr ., Editor of Japanese Philately , journal
of the International Society for Jap an ese Phil at ely, has in work a comprehensive
article on the sub ject of the U.S. Consular post offices in Jap an . Knowin g Dr.
Spaulding's work as we do , ther e is no doubt but what thi s article will be th e last
word on the sub ject, and we are looking forward to the publicati on of the article
with a grea t deal of interest .
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There are two ways to conduc t postal history research , and a thorough job
cannot ignore eithe r. These are , respectively, consideration of the evide nce of
the documents and laws and reports , and th e evide nce deriv ed from the covers
and enclosures themselves which are being stu died. The form er involves study of
the contracts under which mails were carried , th e postal laws and regulations,
and oth er similar docum entation to be found in archives, laws and records. From
this kind of dat a, dependent up on the amount of detail available, frequency and
terminals or routes may be determined , as well as approximate periods of ex­
istence. The real problem, at least in analyzing United States covers and
markings, is that there is almost no mention of postal markings in the docum enta­
tion. This places th e stu de nt of U.S. markings at something of a disadvantage in
compa rison with his British counterp art, wh ere actual strikes of most instruments
used in the Briti sh empire are on file in official archives .

Since the stude nt of U.S. postal history has no such record, he must fall
back upon th e second ph ase of research-the covers and letters th emselves. As
a matter of fact, using a statistical approach, it is oft en possible to prove oth er­
wise undocumented data beyond any reasonable doubt. Other times, clues
derived from the markings themselves will often lead a researcher to previously
unknown records.

The question of wh ere the China and Japan Steam Service marking was ap­
plied has never been proven . In his Special Servi ce, th e late Stanley B. Ashbrook
sta ted his belief th e markin g was applied at San Francisco.' Various oth er writers,
notably in England, have sta ted th e marking was applied aboard the mail stea m­
ers, and this without qualifi cati on." This writer does not have access, how ever ,
to all of th e references cited, notabl y some of tho se of Vi. R. Wellstead. However ,
in all frankness, we do not believe th at any truly reliable such evide nce exists
although we will also agree there is a strong possibility th at the marking was, at
least for a tim e, applied aboard th e mail steamers.

There is no question as to the purpose of the markings, and of the mail route
with which it was assoc iated. This has been well cove red in the references cited,
but still should be reviewed briefly. The marking was applied, pr esumabl y, to
ind icat e certain letters were received over a mail rou te of the Uni ted Sta tes , in
contras t to mails received from private ships at San Fran cisco. Th e latter were
subject to ship letter fees, generally speaking, although an exception could be
made for letters conveyed by pri vate ship over the exact same route as the mail
steamers. The mail route to the Ori ent was by contract with th e Pacific Mail
Steamship Co. , and service commenced with the sailing of the S.S. Colorado for
Yokohama on Jan. 1, 1867, on what was to be th e first round trip of the
service . The contract had been signed on Aug. 18, 1865 and was to eventually
provide monthly round trip service between th e Orient and San Francisco. The
route was originally designed to include calls at Yokohama, Hong Kong and,
again, Yokohama, as well as stops at Honolulu, Hawaii , both going and coming
from San Francisco. The Honolulu stops were immediately tak en out of th e
schedule, however, wh en it was found that vesse ls with enough tonnage to carry
enoug h coal for service at a reasonabl e speed would require too much draft for
the Honolulu harbor. Consequently, a separate service was eventua lly established
between San Francisco and Ha waii , and th at is anothe r story.

The contract called for vesse ls of 3500 to 4000 ton s to be built, which were
not yet completed at th e tim e the contract required the first voyage to be mad e.
Consequently, the Pacific Mail Steamship Co., who had th e contract, took th e
3500 ton sidewhee ler S.S. Colorado from their Panam a-San Francisco route to
run th e first trips to the Orient until the new vesse ls under construc tion, the Great
Republic, Ch ina, and Japan were ava ilable. The Colorad o ran th e first three trips,
arriving back at San Francisco on March 20, Jun e 13, and September 14th ,
respect ively. The Great Republic arrived in time to make the next trip, arrivi ng
back at San Francisco on 19 Nov., 1867, and the China, also becoming ava ilable
in late 1867, arrived at San Francisco from Yokoham a on Dec. 31, 1867. In th e
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meantime, the New York and Costa Rica had been purch ased to esta blish a
suppleme nta l route between Yokohama and Shanghai so that the trans-Pacific
steamers would not have to include a side trip to Shanghai on their voyages. Th e
New York made one return voyage to San Francisco, arrivin g on 18 May, 1868,
when the Great Republic broke the shaft of one of her wh eels on an outward
voyage, and had to limp into Yokohama. The auxiliar y route was later au gmented
by the Oregonion, Golden Age, and Ariel, which, although details are not
entire ly clear, appare ntly made suppleme ntal runs between Shanghai , Yokohama,
Kob e, Nagasaki, and possibly other Japanese and Chinese ports.

The normal route of th e trans-Pacific steamers was from San Francisco to
Yokohama on to Hong Kong, and back again to Yokohama before returning to
San Francisco. The service did not becom e monthly until the Japan b ecam e avail ­
ab le in August, 1868, although the Colorado was removed from the route at that
tim e. The America was added in mid-1869.

Fig. l. This cover arr ived ab oar d the 5.5. China on 31 Mar.• 1868 , be ing d at estamped at San Francis co the follo w­
ing day . The lOc stamp has appare ntly bee n struck with two different kill ers , bo th in bl ack. The "X" is obvious;
at top right is a differe nt cork wh ich wa s, according to the note of Henry A. Meyer, who made tke photo, onc e
identi fied by Mr. H.D.S. Have rbeck as th e "S ha ng hai Chop ." Cove r reported by Mr. Charl es J. Starnes.

In Chronicle No. 66, pa ge 80, there was review ed Monograph No. 3 of the
International Society for Japanese Philat ely, Pacifi c Crossings from Japan , by
W . H. Halliburton, Conrad Roger , and Rob ert M. Spaulding, Jr . Since the Pacific
Mail steamers always arr ived from Yokohama, this pamphlet in effect provided
an excellent check of year da tes of covers bearing th e China and Japan Steam
Service marking. Pacific Crossings lists a very compreh en sive tabulation of ar ­
rivals of all ships from Japan by da te, for the years 1858-79. T he information is
ver y complete as regards the Pacific Mail steamers , and th ese arrivals were in­
frequen t enoug h that, if the month and date of the San Francisco da te stamp can
be read, the cover in qu estion ca n almost invariably be yea r-date d with a grea t
deal of confidence. It imm ediately struck the writer that th e monograph could
make possible the working out of the hitherto unknown detail regarding the oval
China an d Japan Steam Servic e marking, sinc e it has been the inability to year­
date th ese cov ers which made an y sort of start of an analysis impossibl e. For
this reason, we request ed reports of covers in the same issue of the Chronicle in
wh ich we review ed Pacific Crossin gs.

To date, we ha ve had rep orts or found records of about 40 covers , but of
these, only ab out 29 have complete enoug h information to permit recording.
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Tabl e "A" lists th ese covers. A good deal of very int erestin g data has resulted.
The earliest use reported to date is on covers arriving abo ard the S.S. Colorado
on Sept. 14, 1867. Th ese covers were postmarked at San Francisco the sam e day.
Th e latest use recorded is on covers arriv ing aboard th e S.S. Japan on 20 Jul. ,
1869. We were also given th e record of a cover arr iving aboa rd th e S.S. China
on 19 Aug., 1869, whi ch did not bear the China and Japan Steam Service marking.

Many of th e covers recorded are from Hong Kong, bearing stamps of that
Briti sh colony. A postal convention had been negoti at ed between th e U.S. and
Hong Kong , becomin g by its term s effec tive on Nov. 1, 1867, although not
actually ratified at Washin gton until TOV• 12 of that year. However , as of 1962,
the earliest recorded covers from that convention were dat ed Jul y, 1868.3 While
this article does not intend to cover the subject of Hong Kong-U.S. mails as
being outside its scope, we have included references pertaining to th e subject
in the bibliography.

' ,~
-.~

-.
Fig. 2. From Ashbrook Special Service, Photo No. 94 . 8ears a handstamped U.S. consulate seal, apparently used
8 •• frank, since it is "cancelled" with a cork sometimes seen on lOc 1861 stamps used in this service. The cover
arrived at San Francisco aboard the 5.5. Japan on 24 Apr ., 1869.

The vessels of the Pacific Mail Steamship Co. completed five round trip
voyages on the China-Japan servic e in 1867, nin e in 1868, twelve in 1869 and
fifteen in 1870, beyond which point we did not bother to count. There were
ninet een trips, inclusive, between Sep. 19, 1867 and JuI. 20, 1869, dates of arrival
of the first and last trips involving covers recorded by us as bearing the oval
China and Japan Steam Service marking. Of these ninet een trips, we recorded
covers for sixteen , only those trips arriving on 18 May, 1868 (S.S. N ew York) ,
20 Oct. , 1868 (Japan ) and 20 Jan ., 1869 ( also the S.S. Japan ) not having pro ­
duced at this tim e a recorded cover .

Tabl e "B" shows a record of th ese incoming trips (also including th e first
tr ips and th e remainder of the 1869 trips , for reasons which will be discussed
lat er ). In Table "B", we have simply recorded the ship arriving at San Francisco,
with its date of arr ival, and also th e date of the San Francisco marking upon
the covers recorded.

Obviously, th e proj ect is not at an end, and Tabl es "A" and "B" point th e
way to further useful dat a which may be developed . We need to know if earlier
or later dated covers exist bearing the China and Jap an Steam Service marking.
Most of the covers bearing Hong Kong stamps have both Hong Kong and San
Francisco "Paid All" markings. As sta ted above, th e earliest known such covers
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date from July, 1868 which was before the U.S. Route Agents had been removed
from the Pacific Mail Steamship vessels as not bein g need ed, th eir services being
taken over by the pursers of the vessels, according to the Postmaster General's
Annual Report dated April, 1869, sometime previous to the dat e of th e report.
The San Francisco Paid All markin gs on incoming Hong Kong or Hawaiian
covers were usually struck in shades of red. So-question-does the red of th e
China and Jap an Steam Service marking on such covers match th e red of the San
Francisco Paid All struc k on the cover? If so, th is is no t absolute proof that th e
form er marking was struck at the San Francisco po st office but is certa inly strong
evide nce. If th e colors do not mat ch, being different sha des of red, we would be
very tempted to consider thi s near proof the ma rkings were struck aboard th e
steamers. The fact of the majorit y of the covers' bearing a marking in red or
magenta and th e San Fran cisco marking's bein g struck in bl ack also ma y be indi­
cative. It also must be observed there is a possibility th at th e markings were
stru ck aboard the steam ers in the earlier days of th e ser vice but th e intrume nts
were transferred to the San Francisco post office at a lat er date.

In his Sp ecial Service, pa ges 331-332, the lat e Stanley B. Ashbrook remarked
that the San Francis co markings were not the date of receipt but were the date
the cover was mailed to th e east via Panama. W hile we agree there are many
such examples of this situation with other offices and serv ices, for th is particular
situation we have to disagree with Mr. Ashbroo k. W e believe th at the- steam ers
left for Pan am a during this period on the 1st , 14th and 20th, but th ere is no
such pattern in the San Francisco dat es struck up on th e covers, which rather
follow to some fairl y close degree the dat es of arr iva l of th e steamers from Japan.

One other "discrepancy" comes to light. In th e second Moody sale, held in
November, 1950, Lot No. 136 was pictu red and described as follows:

136. ( Cover symbo l) . 10c yellow, very fine on sma ll, neat cover originating from
th e U.S. Flagship Delaware, Yokohama, Jap an ; addressed to Rid gefield, Conn.,
bearing magenta ova l "CH INA AND JAPAN STEAM SERVI CE ," cane. and tied
on arriva l at San Fran cisco; very ra re cover ( 116 ) . From the Stephen D. Brown
collection . . .

Fig. 3 . A pair of lOc 1861 stamps , cancelled w ith a "checke rbo ard" killer, on a cover bearing a PAID hand­
stamp. Arr ived at San Francisco, 23 Feb., 1869, aboard the 5.5. China . From the collection of Mr. C. W. Chr istian.
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In other wo rds , th e cover described bore a Wc 1869 stamp, and also the China
and Japan Steam Service ma rking. From the illust ration of the cover, the dat e of
the San Francisco marking was clearly Sep . 20. The dat e of issue of the Wc 1869
has been recorded as April 1, 1869, so a September usage wo uld have necessarily
to be 1869 or lat er. As given in Pacific Crossings, the Great Republic arrived at
San Fran cisco on Sep, 13, 1869 and the S.S. A merica ar rived on Sept. 12, 1870.
The lat est date we have recorded for use of the China an d Jap an Steam Serv ice
ma rking was with th e arrival of the S.S. Jap an on 20 Jul y, 1869. Also, we have
reco rd of a cover arriving aboard the Great Republi c on 13 Sep 1869 which did
not bear the China an d Jap an Steam Service marking. W e do not know who
presently owns th e Moody cover, nor are we saying there is anything wrong
with it, but it would be desirabl e that the cover be subjec ted to expe rtization. It
also should b e observed in passing that , slow as were transmission of stamps and
other postal data to Japan, getting supplies of the new 1869 issue, issued in April,
to Japan in tim e to be applied to letters in August was compa ra tive ly good , al­
thou gh definitely not impossib le service for th at situa tion. W e would mu ch ap­
preciat e reports of other covers bearing- or not bearing-the China and Jap an
Steam Service marking which arrived aboa rd the Japan or the Great Republic,
or , for that matter , an y other uses aft er June, 1869.

Fig. 4. Cover arrived in San Francisco o n 19 Jun., 1869, aboa rd the Great Rep ublic . Bears c.d .s . of "P.O.D.U.S.
CON . GENL/ SHAN GHAI, May 19." Compar e the kill er cancell ing the sta mp w ith th e fra g me nt of killer note d in
Fig . 1. Photo by Henry A. Mey e r.

In the cou rse of assembling these reports, we managed to accumulate or
borrow severa l photos of covers bearing the subject marking. Several of th ese
accompany thi s article, and another factor of considerable inter est ma y b e noted
from th e illu strations. This is the fac t that several different killers were used on
the U.S. LOc stamps, and it is believed there is something of a pattern to these.
For example, Fi gs 1 and 5 show covers with two killers used to cancel th e Wc
stamp. Both ha ve black crosses, but the cover of Fig. 1 has wh at is noted in
pencil on the cover as the "Shanghai cork ," in addition, an d the cover of Fi g.
5 also has a sepa ra te cork killer. In our opinion, a killer wa s applied when covers
with U.S. sta mps were handed in to the Consular mail agen t in the Ori ent who
handled the mails as one of his many assig ned jobs , but where was th e second
killer struck? Aboard th e ma il stea mers? If so, then it would appear that the killer
on the cover of Fi g. 5 must have been struck on one of the last voyages of those
gentleme n, for the cover arrived at San Fra ncisco aboar d the Great Republic on
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Mar. 27, 1869, and the annua l report of the Poshnaster Gen eral , dated April,
1869, announced the services of the P. O. Dept. Route Agents aboard the vesse ls
had been discontinued .

Wh at are nee ded here, of course, are more reports. The comparisons of color
are needed on covers with Hong Kong stamps. Also need ed is a record of the
killers used on the lOc U.S. stamps, but onl y wh ere th e origin of th e cover is
known. From such reports, it seems very possib le to pin down the various types
of killers to specific U.S. Consular post offices, or, if certain killers are found
to "float't-Le., appearing on a cover from , say, Hong Kong one time, and from
Yokohama another , th en it wou ld seem that a Route Agent was in th e picture. It
should be safe to assume that Route Agents could use killers or other instruments
where the pursers who sup erseded them could not legall y do so, the latter
probabl y having handled only locked pouches.

Fig. 5. Arrived in 5an Francisco aboard t ho Gre at Repu blic, 21 Mar., 1869. Note there are two d isti nct killers
cance lling the stamp. Photo . ubmifte d by Mr. Walter Hubbar d .

We need to know one oth er fac t of a negati ve sort. Do covers exist whic h,
by reason of known date and origin, and San Francisco marking, should have
borne the China and Jap an Steam Service ma rking, but which do not? If so,
th en is there a possibility that the covers bearing th e Steam Service marking
were mailed abo ard the steam ers or at dockside? While we can cite several
reasons why this speculation probably cannot be valid, it still should be
explored.

We wish to thank several peop le for submitting data on covers . Among
these are Walter Hubbard, Marc Haas, Bill Semsrott, Bill Herzog, Everett Erie,
Bert Christian , Charles Starn es, and Pat Herst. There are othe rs, and we also
wish to acknowledge the service of Charles Starnes in calling the Lobdell art icle
in th e 12th American Philatelic Congress Book to our attention. In addition, we
wish to th ank Dr. Robert M. Spaulding for information cull ed from Pacific Cross­
ings, and the various other autho rs cited in th e text and bibliography for data
taken from th eir work. In addition, we wish to thank W alt er Hubbard and
Michael Lawrenc e for sending us photos or calling th em to our attention.

Footnotes
1 Ash brook S/Jecial Seruice, Issue No. 43. Oc t. , 1954, page 340.
2 Riddell , John D. and She ila , U.S.A . Cons u lar Post Offices ;'1 [apan , Rob son Lowe, Ltd,

London , 1971 (?) .
a \VeIlsted , \ V. Raife , Trans-Pacific Mail, T he Postal Conventi on bet uieen U.S.A . awl H on g

Kong/ / November 1867 -1 April /877 and its deve lopmbents., article in B ulletin of th e Postal
Hi story Society No . 122, Nov- Dec., 1962.
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TABLE "A", List of Covers reported bearing China and Japan
Steam Service marking.

Colora do 14 Sep t., 1867. Sep . 14.

Great
R ejmblic 19 Nov ., 1867. Nov.20.

G r. R ej / c. 19 Nov., 1867. Nov. 19.

Gr. ReVc. 19 No v., 1867. Nov. 19.

Ch ina 3 1 Dcc., 1867 . .Ia n . I.

Gr . Re p 'c. 16 Feb ., 1868 Fc b . 17.

China 3 1 Ma r. , 1868. Ap r. I.

Stam /J

l Oe, #68.

IOc, #68.

10c, #68.

P r. 5c .
# 76 .
Stm p ls.

H ong Kong
8c; 10e U .S.

IOc #68.

M/ S " 10"

10c #68.
IOc # 68 Pr.

10c #68.

R em arks

No C..J.SS m a rk ; bea rs CH IN A
STEA M a nd Forwa rd ed by U.S.
Consu l, Ka nagaw a , J apan ; has
enclosed le t ter da ted 1867. To
S.F.
Bea rs " Forwarded U.S . Co nsu l,
Kanaga wa ," a n d P AID . T o ?
Magcn ta C . & .I.5.5.
Prin ted ad dress " Mrs. R uth S.
Kingsley, Tioga , Tioga Co. ,
Pc nna , U .S. OF Ameri ca" and
prin ted " U. S.S. Shenandoah ."
Sta m ps ca ne . wit h blue gr id.
Address ?
M / S " 10" ; from Hong Kong,
O ct. 15 , Ad dr. to Msr. Au ger .
San F ra ncisco (?)
E ndorsed " PCI' Ch ina" a nd " Pa ­
cific Mail Steamsh ip Co ." Addr
to Mrs. T hos. 1'. T yler, N .Y.
Add r, to Fra n cis Da na . M .D .,
Ca m brid ge , Mass. (Ash bro ok
p ho to # 171.) Li sted as from
Kanagawa .
Endorsed -u .S.S. Iroq uoi s /Yok­
oha ma , .lapan / Nava l Let te r. "
Addr. to Wayn esvill e , Ohio.
Co n tai ns long let ter head ed
" U .5.5. I roq u o is/ Yokoh ama . .la ­
pa n /March 5, 1868."
Sh own a s F ig . I .
To Rev. S. R . Brown , Ne w York.
Endorsed " PCI' Pacif ic Mai l. "
Endors ed " Via Pan am a ." P'mkd
" P.O .D. U .S. Consu l Cenl /
Shangh a i, May 25 a nd May 26 "
(2 strikes) , ad dr, to J aco b Ly­
berg cr (?) , O rford , Iowa .

Per
St III r.

Colora d o

Ch illa
Chi na

Chi na

Date of
St III r . arri val

I 4 Scp t., 1867.

3 1 Mar. , 1868 .
3 1 Mar. , 1868.

26 Ju n ., 1868.

Date of
S.F. dat estam p

Sep . 14.

Apr. 1.
Apr. I .

Jun . 26
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July 20 .

Mar. 29 .

Feb . 24.

Apr. 24.

Ap r. 24 .

Mar. 29.

May 21.

Jun. 2 1.

July 20.

Mar. 29 .

Jun . 24.

Jun . 21.

Fe b. 24.

Dec. 23.

Feb . 24.

Sep. 20.
Nov. 23.

Sep. 20.

Date of
S.F. datestam p

Aug. 17.

19 jun., 1869.

19 Sep ., 1868.

20 July, 1869.

19 Jun ., 1869.

24 Apr. , 1869.

Date of
St mr. arr ival

24 Apr. , 1869.

20 Ma y, 1869 .

19 Jun ., 1869 .

22 Dec., 1868.

23 Feb. , 1869.

27 Ma r ., 1869.

19 Sep., 1868.
22 Nov., 1868.

16 Aug., 1868.

23 Fe b ., 1869.

23 Feb. , 1869.

-20 ' J u ly, - 1869.

27 Mar., 1869.

-27 Mar ., 1869.

Ch ina

Japan

Ch ina

Japan

[apan

Japan

Ch in a

Ch ina

Pel'
Stmr.

Colorado

Crt R ep-c.

Crt R ep'c.

Crt R ep'c.

Cr t R e/J'c.

Crt R e/J'c,-

Gr. R ep·c.

Gr. R ep' c.
Ch ina

Gr. R ep'c.

Cr t R ep'c.

R emarks

Sta m ps ca nc . B62. Endorsed "V ia
Ca lifornia " and "Colorad o" and
"8 "; to Augustine H eard, Bos­
ton . Red S.F. " Pa id All."
Endorsed "V.S. Flagship Dela­
ware / Yoko hama", add I' • to
Ridgefi eld, Con n . See text.
No addr. given .
Endorsed " Pe r Ch ina, via S.F."
Ad d r to Frank H all , Elm ira,
N.Y.
To Elm ira, New York. Probably
from W al sh , H all &: Co ., Yoko ­
ham a .
To Elmira, N.Y. M/ S " Per
Ch ina"-Proba b ly fro m \ Val sh ,
Hall &: Co. , Yok ohama.
Ad dr. to Miss E. R . Ben son , Mt.
H ol yoke Semi nary, Sou th H ad ­
ley, Mass. M / S " Overla nd ."
" PAID" handstamp . Checker­
boa rd bl ack killer on sta m ps .
See Fig. 3.
Ad dress not re po rted. Listed in
pamph let under " Ka nagawa."
To Montrea l, Ca na da. MI S " Per
Pacific Ma il" with pos tm k of
" P .O .D. V.S. Co n Ge nl/Sha ng­
hai , Fe b . 20."
"Vi a Ca liforn ia" in M/ S. T o
Binghampton , N. Y.
To " Mrs. Mort on /Bell evill e
New J ersey/V ni ted States" See
Fig. 5.
" B62" kill er. H on g Kon g PAID
ALL, Ma r 19, '69, in b rown red.
S.F. PAID ALL, Ap r. 24, in re d .
Addr. not given .
Bears handstamp frank of " V .S.
Consu la te, Osaca &: H iogo ," in
bl ack . Has black "H IOGO/
J AP AN " do u b le circle; tn ]» "2 " ,
"7" and " JO." S.F. PAID ALL in
" red purple" as is repor ted color
of Ch ina &: J apan S.S. marking.
Ad dr. to Ge n . Miller / Coll ector
of Cus to ms /San Fran cisco/ Cal.
See Fig. 2.
Ad dr. to Che ney Br os, H artford ,
Conn. M / S " Per Ch ina ."
Addr. to Bro oklyn , N .Y. M / S
"Via San Franc isco / Per I'M SS."
Cover is ex Knapp.
To Amsterda m , Holland . M/ S
"Via America O verl and ." Has
hndstmpd New York , Br. Trans
m arking : " INSVFl' ICI ENTLY
PAID." (l un 30.) Listed in
pamph let under " Ka nagawa ."
Addr. to Rev. A. Rob inson , Ap­
p le to n, Wi s. Bears handstamp,
I' 0 D V S CON GEN L/
SHANGHA I, May 19. See Fig. 4.
To Elmira, N.Y. I' robahly from
Wal sh , H all &: Co., Yoko ha ma.
Has Sa n Fran. double ci rcle
ma rking.
H as b lack PAID cancel. Add r. to
Elmira, N.Y. Lab el on back
rdg "From Walsh , Hall &: cs .t
Yoko ha ma." H as S.l'. d ouble

_circle marking , _ _ _ _

#V40

10c '61.

# 68 on
V 40 Env .

Pr . JOc I Ix l 3
gr ills.
l Oe, #68 &:
12c # 69.

St mpls

8c H on g
Kon g #1 3 -

10c '61.

10e gri ll.

Pr. 10c,
# 68.

Stmpls.

JOc stm pd
envelope.
Pro # 68

10c # 68.
10c #68 on
10e en tire .

str ip of
4 # 68.

V40 (JOc
env .)

10e 1869.
(?)

Stamp

12c &: 4c
Hong Kong
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T he follo wing cover is pa r t of the same correspo nde nce as severa l o ther cove rs listed a bovc ­
t he " Wa lsh H all & Co .zYokoh ama " seri es to Elmi ra . I t does not bear the Chi na and J apan
Stea rn Serv ice marking, a nd is listed as bein g possibly significa n t, since no la ter covers bearing
the ma rk ing were reported.
10c #68 M/ S " Per U.S . Ma il O verland " to Ch ina 19 Aug ., 1869. Aug . 19.

Elmira, N .Y. P ro ba bly Walsh ,
H all & Co . co rr.

No tcs: T he headings " Per St111r,"' " Da te of Stmr a rriva l," a nd " Da te of S.F. Dat est amp " mean ,
resp ec tivel y, the name of thc steam er and da te of its arr ival at San Fra ncisco, th at , as
selec ted fro m ISJ P Mon ograph No . 3, Pacific Crossillgs, a lmos t ce r tai n ly carried th e par­
ticu la r cover list ed . T he las t head in g gives th e date of th e Sa n Fra ncisco dat estamp.

TABLE /lB/I-ARRIVAL DATES OF P.M.S.S. Co.
STEAMSHIPS AT SAN FRANCISCO, 1867-1869.

Arrival Dat e

20 J an 69
23 Feb 69
27 Mar 69
24 Apr 69
20 May 69
\9 Jun 69
20 Jul 69

19 Aug 69
13 Sep 69
20 Oct 69

22 Nov 69
25 Dec 69

Vessel Arriva l D ate
Great R epu blic \6 Feb 68
Ch ina 31 Ma r 68
N ew Yo rk 18 May 68
Ch ina 26 Jun 68
Colo rado 16 Au g 68
Great R epublic 19 Sep 68
j apn n 20 Oct 68
Chi na 22 Nov 68
Great R epu bli c 22 Dec 68

A rriual Dat e
20 Ma r 67
13 Jun 67
14 Sep 67

19 Nov 67
3 \ Dec 67

Vessel
j apan
Ch ina
Grea t R epu bli c
[ apnn
Ch ina
Great R ejJllblic
[apa n
Ch ina
Cre at R epu blic
America
j apan
Ch ina

T hese dates o f arriv a l taken fro m ISJP Mon ograp h No . 3, Pacif ic Cross ings.No te :

Vessel
Colorado
Co lorado
Colora d o
Great R epublic
China
THE HIOGO DOUBLE CIRCLE
Michael Lauren ce, R.A. 511, writes that he has un covered some new

information abo ut th e Hiogo double circle marking (no te thi s marking on th e
cover in Fi g. 2 of China and Japan Steam Service in this issue of th e Chro nicle ) .
This marking was used by the U.S. Consular Post Office in Hiogo, Jap an , in 1869
and the early 1870's. He would like to hear from collec tors who have copies of
thi s cancellation, on cover or off. He is especially interested in seeing copies of
the can cell ation th at might conceivably be forge ries. He intends to write up the
results of his study for a future issue of the Chr onicle. His address is Treetops,
R.F.D. #2, Windsor, Vermont 05089.

On this same sub ject, the Period Editor, wh o is also a member of the
Internati on al Society for Japanese Phil at ely, wishes to call att ention of those
interested in the Hiogo double circle to an article in the Oct. , 1971 issue of
Japan ese Philately on thi s subject. This article, written b y Dr. Robert M.
Spaulding, Jr. Editor of Japan ese Philat ely is titled Th e U.S. Post Office at Kob e
( H iogo) , and it lists th e marki ngs and kno wn covers from this age ncy. In ad­
dition it includes a grea t deal of inform ation about the operations of that offic e,
as well as the listing of th e various markings and covers. In addition, th e same
issue of Japan ese Philately has an ar ticle titl ed British Mail for Japan , 1861-77,
which also contains a goo d deal of inform ation of interest to the collector of
Trans-Pacifi c covers . As an example, there are illustrati ons of seven differ ent
Briti sh Post Office noti ces giving information on mail to Japan via San Francisco.

The Period Editor will endeavor to learn if extra copies of this issue of
Japan ese Philately are available and at wha t price to non members of ISJP.

Richard B. Grah am
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" ad vertisement in Th e Chronicle. Send your cop y to th e
adver tising man ager, Mr. Clifford L. Friend, 8081 Aquadale Drive, Board­
man, Ohio 44512.
Remit at th e rate of 50c per line (40 letters or spa ces ) when you send your
copy. D eadline, Mar ch 15, 1972 for next issue.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
CHARLES L. TOWLE

I - Remele Catalog-
(a) W illiam Coles Jr. submits a most interesting cover for study. Marking

is 27)~ mm . black, TRENTON, 2d LI NE , B.D.RR on stampless cover to Erwinna,
Bucks Co., Penn. Undoubtedly a railroad business usage the undated cover bears
the interesting inscription 'Mr.Dilts at Frenchtown -please forward thi s canal
service'. Thus this may be a combination railroad service -canal service cover
carried on Belvidere -Delaware Railroad and the Delaware and Lehigh canal. This
is th e third known marking of Belvidere Delaware RR stations joining previous ly
listed Lambertville and Titusville listed in Remele catalog.

(b) Through the cooperation of Mr. E. J. McGrath we show tracing of a
third example of Remele C 24. This marking was previously discussed in
Chronicle 34 by Bill Hicks. Present cover ties US 11 on an 1855(? ) cover to
Ob erlin , Lorain Co., Ohio . No back address shown. From this and previous
evidence it is most likely that all such mark ings have the error 'COL UMBIA'
instead of 'COLUMBUS' and Remele listin g should be-

C 24, COLUMBIA, PIQUA & INDA. R.R. 32 mm. black, 1851-57. Scarcity
factor shou ld be changed to 'very rare'. Dates known on cover for the record
are Feb . 27, Sep. 13 and Sep. 18.

(a)

II - Towle-Meyer Catalog-
Through the courtesy of Messrs. Coles, Fingerhood, Funk, Germon, Haas,

Kesterson, Leet, Neilsen, Roberts, Spelma n and Wyer we present the follow ing
errata and addenda :

Errata

By further research work by Melvin Leet a postcard has been located
dated Apr. 29, 1886 from Port Aust in, Mich. bearing marking S. B. & Pt. Huron
Agt . This resu lts in the followin g revision of catalog listings as th e S.B. obviously
becomes Sand Beach in lieu of South Bend as previously believed .

624-D-1 should be listed as 639-B-1.
624-D-2 should be listed as 639-B-2.

Addenda

4-T-1 reported WYD 1884.
11-D-2 reported in 1880 with negative E killer in black rounded corne r

rectangle.
54-G-1 in blue used in 1877.
59-B-1 used in 1884.
202-B-1 reported WYD 1883.
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Plate XXVIII

T-20

87l-E-l

69l-Q-l

w

s
7l9-C-l

697-E-l
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305-T-3 reported WYD 1885.
746-D-1 reported WYD 1884.
983-C-1 reported with cent er slug, used in 1873.

Addenda-P late XXVII
Vennont

35-Q -I. 26 b lack, Six ties. 20. (New Haven &: Bellows Fa lls) .
M assachusetts

[d-J -2, 25Y2 b lack , Bank not e . 4. (Boston &: Willimantic) .
New York

114-S-8, 30 b lu e, WYD 1869. 8.
Pennsylvan ia

181-B-I , 25Y2 blue, 1879 . 6. (H azelton &: Sunhury ).
190-H-I , 30Y2 bla ck , WYD 1863. 10. (Ph iladelph ia &: Reading) . Usage uncertain .
192-C-I , 25Y2 bl ack , Ei gh ti es. 5. (W ill iam sport &: Port Clin ton) . (Com ple te tra cin g) .
204-S-I, Fa ncy sh ield , b lu e , WYD 1880. 8. (West Ches ter &: Philad elphia) .

Marylan d
273-S-I I , 34Y2 x 25Y2 ova l, b lack , WVD 1860. 40. (W inc he ster &: Potomac) .

Northern West V irgin ia
278-S-4, 34Jh x 25Y2 ova l, b lack , WY)) 1861. 30. (Balt imore &: O hio) .

Sou th Ca r oli na
336-B-2, manuscrip t , WVD 1855. 5. (Sou th Ca ro lina R. R.) .
336-1\-3, m anu scrlpt , 1855. 5 .

Texas
485 -S-I , 31-20Y2 D. Circle , blue , WV\) 1882. 8. (Interna tiona l &: Great Northern ) .

Ohio
567-1-1, 26Y2 bla ck , 1886. 3, E kill er. (Sa ndusky, Newa rk &: Wheeling) .
574-A-2, 26V2 black , Banknote. 5. (Colum bus &: Portsmouth) .
577- G-4, 26Y2 black, WVD 1882. 3. (Lafayett e &: Quincy) .
!i77-H- I , 27 bl ack , 1881. 3. (Lafayette &: Quincy) .
579-C- I, 26V2 magenta, Banknote. 12. (Canal Dover &: Mari cu aj .

Michigan
620-C-2, 26 bl ack , Ba nk note , 5. (Kalamazoo &: Cincinna ti) .
625-C-I , 25Y2 bl ack, 1873. Part ial. 16. (St. J oseph Vall ey).
630-A-2, 26 blu e , 1877. 3. (Ish peming &: Fo rt Howa rd ) .

Illin ois
69 1-S-4, Fan cy rectangle, blue, WYO 1880. 10. (Ch icago &: Northwestern) Possibl e corn er ca rd

usage .

Plate XXVIII
Illinois

69 1-1'-1,27 bl ack , WYD 1886. 2, W kille r. (Cedar Rapids &: Cou nci l Bluffs Da y) .
691-Q -I, 27V2 black , WYD 1886. 2, W killer. (Cedar R apids &: Counc il Bl llffs N igh t Line) .
697-E -I, 25Y2 blue , Eigh ties . 4. (Peoria &: Burlington) .
719-C -I, 27Y2 b lack, WYO 1885. 5. (Gilma n &: Springfield) .

Iowa
753-S-4, 32-21Jh x 30-19V2 D . Oval , blue , WV)) 1877. 7. (Chicago , Mi lwaukee &: SI. Paul).
762-C-I , 25Y2 black, Banknote . 3. (Kansas City, SI. Joseph &: Council Bluffs).
793-D-I, 27Y2 bl ack , WVD 1884. 6. (Musca tine &: Mon tezuma) .

W isc onsin
837-N -I, 26 bl ack, Banknot e. S kill er. 4. (Port age Ci ty &: Chicago Da y) .

M innesota
866-D-2, 27 blue , WYD 188 1. 8.
871-E- I, 27 black , WY\) 1884. !i.
871-F-I , 25 b lack , Ba nk note . 15.

(Minneapolis &: Millbank) .
(H astings &: Dak ota) .

Kansas
(Atch ison &: Lenora) .
(Albuq uerq ue &: EI Paso).

908-D-I , 27 b lack , WYD
911-K-I , 27 b lack, WYD
911-K-2, 27 b lack , WYD

1885.6.
1885. 5.
1886. 5.

(Continued on pa ge 41 )
Classified Advertising
The Chro nicle is prepared to accept classified advertising from th e member sh ip on a

basis of 50c pel' half co lumn lin e. Using 8 pt. type , this will run abou t 40 letter s or spa ces per
line, gi ve or take a few. The major purpose of the clas sified ad s is to permit member s to loca te,
buy or sell speciali zed m ateria l , rather than a purely commercial intent.

All copy sh ou ld be mailed , together with a check for the ad, to th e adv ertisin g manager
Clifford L. Friend, 8081 Aquadale Drive , Boardman, O hio 44512.

Paym ent should be for whole lines, including names a nd addresses.
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
SOME NEW LIGHT UPON THE NEGOTIATION OF THE
U.S.-FRENCH CONVENTION OF 2 MARCH 1857

GEORGE E. HARGEST

From Mr. Tracy W. Simpson, RA 5, and form er editor of the Chronicle, I
received th e following copy of an article that appeared in th e N ew York Daily
Tribune, Monday, January 12, 1857. Since I had ava ilable to me a complete file of
the N ew York Daily Tribune, I can offer no excuse for not finding it at the
time I wro te my book, "The History of Letter Post Communication Between th e
Uni ted States and Europe, 1845-1875." It was the very thing I was looking for ,
and I must ha ve examined the issue of 12 January 1857 without seeing it. It was
tucked away between political notices from Washington an d a story about th e
Philharmonic Society. Nevertheless, it represents a sloppy piece of research on
my part. Following is the text of this news item:

As yet , th e proposed Posta l arrangeme nt between France and th e
United States has not been completed. On th e 27th of December Count
Sartiges submitted the projet of a treat y, containing seventeen articles, which
has since then been the sub ject of several conferences between him and th e
Postmaster -Genera l. In genera l terms, it proposes to subs titute 15 cen ts as
the rate of postage for each letter of one-quarter of an oun ce, transmitted
between France and Algeri a, and the United States, and vice versa, divi ded
as follows :

United Sta tes inland
Atlantic sea ra te

To tal

cents
3
6

European rate
cents

6

15

Wh en conveyed across the Atlantic, either by British or French packet ,
the expenses th ereof to be paid by France, th e United States accounting
to France at 12 cents per letter ; and when conveye d by United States packet ,
th e United States accounting to France at 6 cents per letter . On a lett er,
therefore, conveye d by British packet via England, th e divi sion is understood
to be as follows:

cents
3
3

15

British transit
French inland

cents
3
6

United States inland
Sea

Total

If conveyed by United States packet , via E ngland, as follows:
cents cents

3 British inland 3
6 Fren~icl~d 3

Total 15

If conveye d to or from France direct by Un ited States packet, as follow s:
United States inland 3 cents
Sea 6 cents
French inland 6 cents

Total 15 cents
The last division is regarded as objecti onable by th e Postmaster-General,

and he proposes a modification to this effe ct: When th e letter is conveyed
to or from France direct by United States packet, th e division shall be as
follows: .

United States inland
Sea
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French inland and sea 12 cents
Uni ted Stat es inland 3 cents

Total 15 cents

The foregoing is the mat erial point of difference bet ween th e tw o
Governments, and will probably be accommodated, as France is about
putting on a new line of steamers between Havre and New York. Obj ection
is also taken again st th e suggested mode of extinguishing balances, by which
France claims payment at the rate of five francs thirty centimes to the dollar .
On our side it is proposed to settle these balances on a par basis, and to
divide equally any premiums or discounts in the se ttlements between the
two countries.

T he Postm aster-General also insists that Philadelphia shall be in­
corporate d as one of the exchange offices on an equality with New-York
and Boston. E xception was taken to the limit ation of a quarter of an ounce as
th e weight, th e Postmaster-G eneral desiring the adoption of half an ounce
as the on e to which our people are more accustome d. This point, was
however , yielded for other conside rations, and th e thin paper used in France
and on the Continent will probably be much adopted in Ame rican cor­
responden ce with for eign countries. Count Sarti ges has subs ta ntially agreed
to recommend these modifica tions, and they will go out by the fir st stea mer.
No serio us difficulty or delay is now apprehe nde d on either side, and the
arrangement will b e closed before the exodus of the Administra tion, furnish­
ing an important contribution to the commercial intercourse between the
United Stat es and France, and such countries as the postal arrangements of
th e latter ar e connected with .

The timing of this proiet of the French for a postal convention is import ant.
The Anglo-Fren ch treat y was signed on 24 September 1856, ratifications were
exchanged at Paris on 19 November 1856,1 and the projet was pr esented on 27
D ecember 1856. Since it would have required two weeks for it to b e conveye d
acro ss th e Atlantic, the Fren ch must have been working on the details of the
proposal before th e ratifications were exchanged. The Fren ch wer e aware of the
fact that Postmaster Gene ral Ca mpbell was anxious to conclude a conve ntion
with Fran ce before he left office on 3 March 1857 and tim e was a factor whi ch
favor ed the Fren ch . If th e French had demanded that th eir dom esti c rat e of 20
ce ntimes for a 7Jf gra ms letter be include d in the convention, it would ha ve mad e
French inl and po sta ge 4c, while U.S. inland was onl y 3c per single rate. It is
doubtful th at th e Postmast er Ge neral could have agreed to this arrangement, or
wh ether the Pr esid en t would have suppo rte d him if he had agreed. On th e oth er
hand, France could not easily make th e posta ge on foreign letters cheaper in
France th an it was on domesti c letters. Since the rates were b ased upon tho se
included in th e Anglo-French treaty of 1856, France had to pay E ngland for all
mail passing in transit through tha t coun try . Cleverl y, the Fren ch raised the
transit rate b y one cent more than it cost them, and acc epted an inland posta ge
of one cent less th an their dom estic rate. Regardless of how the division was
sta ted, France received four cents on each lett er sent, via England. W hile the
table presented on page 74 of my book? shows the amounts paid to E ngland for
transit postage, and th e amounts received by F ran ce, thi s is evide ntly not th e di­
vision unde rstoo d to exist by the Americans.

If I had seen thi s news item before I wrote Cha pter 4 of my book, wha t
changes would I ha ve mad e? Did th e Uni ted States have knowled ge of, or
und erstand, th e tran sit provision included in the Anglo-French treat y of 1856 as
sta te d in Article XXI ?:! There is evide nce that they did not. Ch apter III deals
with th e lon g struggle between the United States and England over th e transit
rate to Franc e, which the United States demanded the British reduce. This transit
rate was reduced from on e shilling to 40 centimes per ounce on 1 Januar y 1857,
and yet the Uni ted Sta tes did not accept the closed mail pr ovisions of the pro­
visional ag reement b etween Franc e and E ng land, which would have drastically
36 T he Chro nicle / Febru ar y 1972 / Vol. 2·1, No. 1



reduced the postal rate to France. It was assum ed in Chapter III th at the reason
for th e failure of the United Stat es to do so was because negotiations for a U.S.­
French convention were nearin g completion. This news item indica tes th at ne­
gotiations bet ween the Post Offices of the two countries were not being car ried
on, and the projet sent to Count Sarti ges, who was French minister to th e
United Stat es, was sent through diplomatic cha nnels and not between the Post
Offices. If th e United States Post Office Department had kno wledge of Article
XXI of the Anglo-French treaty of 1856, why did th ey not prep are to accep t the
provisional agreement between Franc e and Great Britain as soon as th e ratifica­
tions were exchange d on 19 November 1856, something th ey had promised to do
if th e British transit rate were redu ced ? They had no knowledge that a projet
for a treat y would be forthcimin g in December. It is not unlikely that the
United Stat es Post Office Department did not know wh at th e transit rate bet ween
France and England was at the tim e the U.S.-French convention was signed.
Although the convention itself stated only gross debits and credits to be made on
letters by each route, Fran ce must have disclosed th at the transit rat e was on
th e basis of bulk weight and amounted to about three cents. Or , did the Post
Office Department know the transit rat e, and Postm aster General Campbell
decid ed to acce pt th e offer in order to conclude th e convention? On e thing is
now certa in; it was the French who sugg ested a division that included a three
cent Briti sh transit rate. It was not postal historians who deduced it. It was also
th e French who demand ed that the accounting be on th e basis of th e individual
letter, instead of accounting on the basis of th e bulk weight of closed mail. This
insured th em of a return of four cents per letter . The French probabl y did not
expe ct the United Stat es to accept the direct mail division of six cents for sea
postage and a French inland of six cents. But Postmaster Genera l did allow
Fran ce a total of 12 cents for French inland and sea postage.

At the tim e th e convention was signed on 2 March 1857, just one day befor e
Postmaster General Campbell left office, it could not be foreseen how imp ortant
these divisions of th e rates were to become. After 14 Ju ne 1858, American vessels
were paid th e U.S. sea and inland postages accruing on the letters they con­
veyed, while foreign vessels were paid the sea postage only. In the convention, 12
cents was also allotted for United States sea and inland posta ge for vessels plying
dir ectly between New York and Fran ce. Thus, th e Vanderbilt, Havre, and other
direct U.S. lines received 12 cents per qu art er ounce for conveying th e direct
ma il. This kept the Vanderbilt line on th e run to H avre long after it ceased
to run on the less pr ofitabl e run to Bremen.

This news item also shows that th e dir ect ra te was th e last to be negotiated ,
when it had been assumed to be the first agreed upon. Alth oug h Postmaster
General Campbell objected to the sett lement of balances on th e basis of five
francs, thirt y centimes to th e dollar , Article XVI of the conve ntion gives th ese
amounts as th e basis upon which the United States would settle accoun ts with
Fran ce. The French won this point also. The news item is in error on the division
of mail by United States packet, via England. It is state d th at British inland
postage is 3 cents. Since all mail, via England, was closed th rou gh E ng land, and
Great Britain was not a party to the U.S.-French conve ntion, Great Britain could
not charge or receive an inland postage; they did cha rge and receive a transit
postage.

Since the projet submitted by Count Sartiges and th e completed convention
both contain seventeen Articles, it does not appear th at man y changes were made
in the orig ina l text. Th e divisions were understood to be as presented in th e
news item, but whose understanding was it? Was it as Count Startiges explained it,
or was it th e way Postma ster General Campbell present ed it to th e New Y ork
Daily T ribune?

Footnotes
1 B rit ish all11 Foreign Stat e Pape rs, vol. XLVI, p . 195.
2 Hargest , George E., T he H istory of Leit er Post COlll lllUllicat iorl Betioeen th e Uni te d States

alld Europe, 1845·1875, p. 74.
3 tu«, p. 64.
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DIRECT RATE COVER TO GERMANY DURING JULY, 1870

Mr. Walter Hubbard of London, RA 479, has submitte d the cover illustrated
as Fi gures 1 and lA o This letter was posted in Boston on 18 July 1870, and the
mai ls were made up at Boston on the same day for a sailing from New York
of a ship of th e Hamburg-American line on 19 July 1870. In my book, "T he
History of Letter Post Communication Between the United States and Europe,
1845-1875," on page 154, wh en discussing the suspension of sailings of the
Germ an lines during the Franco-Pmssian War, it is stated : "The Hamburg­
American line, after 1 Ju ly 1870, had sailings scheduled on 5, 12, and 19 July, the
first two of which were probably made, and possibly the last." This cover proves
that the last sailing wa s made, and it was the fina l trip before the services of
the German lines were suspende d because of the \Var.

T he cover is pr epaid 7 cen ts by lc and 6e ( Nationals, ungrilled ) stamps
issued in 1870. It bears a BOSTON PAID ALL/DIRECT marking dat ed 18

Figur e 1. (Fro nl), and Figure lA (Reverse ) The seven ce nl direcl ral e 10 Germany used during July 1870 .
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July, and was addressed to "Miss Ruth Burrage/Care of Messrs. Robert Thode
& Co.y'Dresden /Saxony." Th e letter was forwarded , "Poste Restante/St. Maurice/
Engadin." There is a town named "St. Maurice" in the western part of
Switzerland, on the Rhon e River, a few miles south of Lake Geneva, but
"Engadin" in the address indicated that it was intended for St. Moritz, or, mor e
properly, Sankt Moritz (German) , which Webster' s Geographical Dictionary,
p. 980, states was "on the Inn river in upper Engadin 28 m. SSE of Chur.'

On figure lA is a double circle BRIEFP. AUSGABE/4 VIII marking with
VII~ in center. This was applied when the ship arr ived and mean s letter dis­
tribution office, August 4, and, evid entl y, 7~ a.m, The letter was forwarded to
Dresden on the same day . There is a Dresden marking on the fac e, applied at the
time of arri val, but unreadable. The letter was forwarded from the Dresden
office on 4 August 1870 (marking on Figure lA) to th e office at Chur, where it
arrived on 7 August 1870 (Chur marking on Figure lA ) . It was forwarded by
a railway post office to St. Moritz, where it arrived on 8 August 1870.

This editor has seen a cover to Germany franked with 7 cents in stamps of
the 1869 issue and bearing a July marking. At the time, however , there was no
way known to him of determining whether the use was 1870 or 1871. This is the
only cover at the 7 cent direct rate to Germany, who se use during 1870 is
authenticated by its markings, which has been seen by this editor .
A 1 FRANC 40 CENTIMES PREPAID RATE
VIA BRITISH MAIL FROM BEYROUTH

LESTER L. DOWNING

This cover originated at Beyrouth, Syria, D ecember 11, 1873. It was prepaid
by an 80 centimes and two 30 centim es stamps of the Ceres issue of 1871 and was
addressed to West Philadelphia. The stamps were struck with the Beyrouth
"5082" cancellation in a dotted diamond. On the back of the cover is a blue
marking, "PARIS/ 6E 23/DE/73/ETRANGER" and on the front is the red
French "PD" in a rectang le and also the red London Foreign Office marking,
"LONDON/ H/ PAID/ A/ 24 DE 73" and the London red "2/ CE NTS", the
Briti sh credit to the U.S. for its internal.

From Raymond Salles Book Vol. 11, Page 303, is the table whi ch shows th e
routes and sailings of the different French steamers carrying the French Mail
and calling at Beyrouth. The table shows that the !'S"TIBRE" called at Bey­
routh, Jaffa and Port Said and then sailed from Alexandria on December 16th
and arriv ed at Marseilles December 23rd . This would allow the letter to arri ve in
Paris on the same day as shown by the backs tamp on the cover .

The U.S. Mail & Post Office Assistant for the period from January 1, 1870 to
July 1874 shows no rate by British mail from the U.S. to Beyrouth. It will be
recalled that this was the period when there was no postal arrangement between
the U.S. and the French Post Office Departments. Any pr epaid mail to or from
France and her colonies or postal agencies had to be sent via Great Britain.
George Hargest has informed the writer that a prepaid rate was available b y
British mail via Great Britain and through France with the French colonies and
the French postal agencies. This was available by the terms of two treaties : # 1,
the U.S.-Great Britain Treaty of January 1, 1869 and the additional articles of
January 1, 1870 which provided that U.S. citizens would pay th e same rate as
the inhabitants of Great Britain paid to foreign countries, (Vol. 16, U.S. Statutes­
at-Large, 862); and #2, the additional Convention between Great Britain and
France, effective July 1, 1870, which establishe d a rate of 60 centimes per 10
grams for every prepaid letter addressed to or from Great Britain. Th e 60
centimes equa tes to 12 cents , to which was added the 2 cents for the Atlantic
carriage plus 2 cents for the U.S. Internal, thus making a ra te of 16 cents . The
British Internal was included in the 60 centimes through France. This appears in
T he Ch ro nicle / February 1972 / Vol. 24, No. I 39



the British & Foreign State Pap ers, Vol. 59, page 20. Wh ether the U.S. Postm aster
General knew of thi s ava ilable ra te is not known but at anv rate he did not mak e
the rate ava ilable to th e U.S. public. -

The wr iter showed the cover to Mr. Hobson Lowe, wh o kindly offered th e
help of his staff to authenticate th is rate bu t was una ble to come with the need ed
information . Hobson Lowe then sent a ph oto of th is cover to Raymond Salles in
Pari s who gave the following inform ation, "Tha t the rates of the French Post
Offices in the Levant from the 1st of Jul y, 1871, Versaill es Decree of 25th May
1871, we re 1 F ranc 40 centimes for the U.S." an d tha t the cover is correctly
fra nked. This wo uld be on the basis of 10 grams a single ra te.

Apparently ther e was very little, if any, effo rts between the two D ep art­
ments to keep the other inform ed or changes in the ra tes du e to th e ab sen ce of
any Posta l Arra ngem en t between them. It therefore, appears that the 1 Franc
40 centimes per 10 gra ms was a prop er pr epaid rate from Beyrout h, via France
an d Gr eat Britain , to the U.S. until the Second U.S.-F rench Treaty becam e
effective on August 1, 1874.
AN EARLY "THREE MONTHS PERIOD" COVER
Mr. Halp h C. Poriss, HA 1191, reports the cover illustrated as Figure 2. This

cover wa s po sted in New Orlean s on 8 December 1856, addressed to Marseilles,
and endorsed, probably a t the New Orl eans postoffice, "P. Arabia." Ambia sailed
from Boston Oil 17 December 1856. Ordinar ily, nin e da ys have been suffi cient
tran sit tim e for a letter from New Orl eans to reach Boston , but in this instance,
it appa rently was not sufficient . The letter was sent to New York, wh ence it was
forwarded by the A frica which sailed from there on 24 December 1856 and
arrived in Liverpool on 6 Januar y 1857.

Figure 2 . The ear lie st use on mail from the United States of the markings required by the Anglo-French treaty
of 1856 on lellers by Brit ish packet .

The Anglo-F rench treaty of 24 September 1856 came into operation on 1
Januar y 1857. The British packet ra te was reduced from 13 to 8 decimes, and the
unpaid letter "cur rency" rate mark ing "GB/ I F60C" was to be applied in bl ack.'
T his letter was forwarded from Liverpool, London and Do ver , and thence to
the am bulant postoffi ce, Ca lais to Pari s, wher e it ar rived also on 6 Januar y 1857
( ETATS-UNIS PAQ. BRIT./ A. CALAIS M marking on face ) . Since this was in
-10 T he Chron icle / February 19i 2 / Vol. 2·1. 1'\0. I



RAILROAD POSTMARKS <Continued from page 34 )

Nebraska
932 -S-5. Six straight Li nes, blue, partia l, WYD 1883. 20 . Un ion (Paci fic) Ra il (R oad).
936 -C- I, 26 bl ack , 1879. L kill er. 7. (L. L. Lan gt ry , Age n t) .

New Mexieo and Arizona Territory
Catalog Route 965: Benson & Nogales, A.T. NE W MEXICO & ARIZONA R.R.
Route Agents: 1883-Benson-Isaacson, A.T. 2 clerks ; 1884-Benson-Nogales, A.T . 2

clerks (( 88 miles ) .
Markings: 965-A-l , 27 black, Eighties. 12.

Tentative Listings
Markings p laced in th is section have not been defin it el y id en tifi ed . Co llectors are u rged to

su bm it examples wit h definite originat ion shown.
T- 19. m a nuscr ip t , W YD 1871. 12.

Addressed to Wash in gt on , D.C. Rail ro ad nam e ca n not be deciphered hy your editor.
T -20, 25Y2 b lack , Ha nknot e . 14.

T wo examples kn own . 1I0th concern shi pmen ts of po tatoes to Ne w York City. Interp re ta ­
tions ra nge from Co lu mbia Bran ch , Philad elphia & H arri sburg R .R . to Ca mden , lIu rlingt on ,
Pemberton & Hi gh stown R .R .

Edit01"S no te: In Chronicle No. 72 d escr iption s for Pl a tes XXV a nd X X VI were p ublished bu t
th e p lates them selves, which some ho w d isap peared . were no t in clud ed . T hey wi ll appear in t he
nex t issue. Meanwh ile , apologies for the error.

S. M. MeD .
the first British packet mail to arr ive in France aft er the treaty became effective,
it is an example of a cover showing the first use of the "GB/IF 60C" marking and
8 decimes due on a British pack et letter .

Footnote
1 H a rgest, Ge orge E., T he H isto ry of Letter Post COlIIlIIl/nicel/ion Bet ween the United States

an d E I/I"OIJe, 1845-1875, p. 64.
COVERS SHOWING LARGE NUMERICAL CREDIT "6" ON INTER-TREATY
MAIL TO FRANCE

Capt. Du ane P. Ulrich , RA 1219, reports two covers from New Orl eans to
France, one dated 16 November 1870 and the oth er 17 F ebruary 1871, and
eac h bearing the New York large num eral "6" credit as illustr ated in Figure HI,
p. 174, of George E. Hargest, "The History of Letter Post Communicat ion Be­
tween the United States and Europe, 1845-1875." Both of the covers are franked
with a lOc National (Scott No. 150). Both of these covers were used during
the period in which the rat e was unannounced , i.e., from late June 1870 to
November 1871, and indicate that the large "6" was used at least as late as
February 1871.
ERRATA
In Hargest , George E., History of Letter Post Communication Between the

United States and Europe, 1845-1875, p. 207, in the ra te tabl e under Norway:
P.C.M. 5/63 should be 44/46u, instea d of 42/44u.

A number of years ago, both Mr. Downin g and Mr. Schuh kindly loaned this
editor a number of covers for use in his book and for the Ch ronicle. Some of them
were not used in either until the last issue of the Chronicle, No. 72. Figure 2 on
page 214 was attributed to Mr. Downing and should have been attributed to
Mr. Schuh. Mr. Schuh also states my data was incorrect. The cover bears a
BOSTON BR. PKT/AUG 27 marking on its reverse, as well as a London marking
dated 8 Septemb er 1856. The Canada sailed from Boston on 27 August 1856. Th e
remaining analysis of the cover is correc t.

Chronicle No. 72, p. 213. Th e second sentence of the last paragraph should
read: "The earliest NEW-YORK/ d/A M. PACKET marking seen by thi s editor
bears the date of 2 September 1852."
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WH EN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH A ND INSPECT

AN OUTSTA NDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

A LSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY IN CLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Char ter member of U.S.
Philate lic Class ics Society
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 488 APS
USPCS

Lexington, Mass. 02173 CS A
~~~~~
A1 Borrow with confidence J
~ In a ny em er gency, bo rrow , '~~
:f.W; the mon ey you need at :;~•.

~
" ,', rl' Edelma n's. Use your co llcc- 'I,' ,'~~ tion as co llatera l and still \

re ta in complete ow nership. .
f~~ At Edelman's, vo u ca n l»fi
~\ I obtain q uick, confi de ntial r~,
:t,'S>;,!:,' loa ns for a ny a mount up :'leitv; to 80% of ~ he va lue of \~j
~~4 yo ur prope rties - f ro m ~

,~ $50 to $50,000 a nd more. '~
Ph'q, Write today for fur ther rtt
I~\ info rma t ion, , ~\ ,

~~t tde/molt 's ~~
~ 301 Old York Rood . i9!~I J enkintown, Pa . 19046 ~~\
1a~1 (Suburban Philadelphia) :;~:.:

~~~~~.
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest pr ices f or any th ing

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign .

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 72
The letter shown in the November Chronicle was a Confe derate use wit h

a 2c stamp and a "10" du e marking. Thi s cover provoked a good deal of com­
ment and speculation. Th eori es ranged from an opinion that the cover might
be fraudulent to suggestion s that the 2c stamp was int ended to pa y a carri er ,
ship, or way fee. Thos e who offered solutions or pr ovid ed information in letters
or conversation are Charles Kilbourne, Dick Graham, Cal Hahn, Les Downing,
Henry Spe lman, Scott Gallagher, and Mel Schuh. From these discussions two
main hypotheses emerged and, since it is not certa in which, if eith er, is cor­
rect, both will be outlined.

The simpler and more straightforwa rd explanation is that the sende r mailed
the cover, which was letter mail and not a printed circular, pr epaid with th e 2c
stamp at the drop letter rate, from Blakely to Mobile. The postal authoriti es
did not recognize a drop letter rate between th ese points. Since th e proper
ra te in 1864 for a single letter was 10 cents, th e letter was consider ed unpaid
and rated 10 cents du e.

The question has been raised whether Confederate pos ta l regula tions speci­
fied that parti al payment was not allow ed, as appears to be th e case here, or
whether the 2c stamp should have been credited and the letter rat ed 8 cents
du e. One sugges tion is that the amount due had to be 10 cents because lack
of small coins made 8 cent s impossible to collect. Other students of th e Con ­
federate postal system are cer tain tha t parti al payments were not accepted . I
have not been ab le to verify the exact regu lations on this point from th e
few Confedera te sources availab le to me.

Other covers exist showing a 10 cen t rate from Blakely to Mobil e, accord­
ing to Charles Kilbourne who discussed the cover at some length wi th me at
Anphilex. The sender of this letter may wrong ly have assumed , becau se of the
pro ximity of the two places, that only a local rate was necessary. A two cent
rat e was allowe d from Charles ton to Fort Johnson on James Island in Charles ­
ton Harbor (see Ashbrook's Sp ecial Service, pp. 154-6, 158, 167-8, an d 174) , so
that there was some justification for this belief, especially if the wr iter was a
soldier newly arrived at Fort Blakely. Mr. Kilbourne states that a large cor­
respondence to Miss Lillie Marshall is extant and shows ma ny different origins.

The second possibility is that the cover was a steamboat letter with only
the 2c fee for a non-contract steamboat being paid by the stamp, leaving the
balanc e of 10c posta ge du e. The similarity of the ink of th e postmark and th e
"10" mark ing suggest that the du e markin g could have been applied at Blakely.
It would be helpful to know whether Mobile used such a "10" handstamp.

According to informat ion supplied by Les Down ing, th e mail rout e during
the Eastern Express period was by stea mer between Blakely and Mobile. He
also sta tes that the PMG report for 1860 mentions a mail con tract from Stock­
ton to Mobil e by steamboat. Stockton is about 20 miles upriver from Blakely.
Of course, if this contrac t was continued under the Confederate Post Offi ce, no
steamboat fee would have been involved and only a 10c ra te would have ap­
plied.

The ra tes enacted by the First Provisional Congress of the Confedera cy on
Feb . 23, 1861, did not specify rates for ship, steamboat, and way let ters, but
the same Congress appropriat ed $5,000 to cover such letters dur ing the first
fiscal year ( Dietz, Postal Service of the Co nfederate States of A merica, p. 366 ),
and th e Second Congress appro priated $771.41 for the period Jul y I -Dec. 31,
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1864, and to cover a previous deficit ( ibid ., p. 434). The rates for Confederate
ship, steamboat, and wa y letters were the same (2c, 2c, Ic ) as thos e charged
by the Federal Post Offi ce. I appreciate Scott Gallagher's help in looking up
th ese facts and bringin g them to my attention. .

If th e letter ori gin at ed somewhere oth er than Blakel y and was turned in
to the post offic e th ere from a non-contract stea mboat, it should have received
a "STEAM" marking to show its origin and justify the extra two cents. But
such markings were sometimes omitted wh ere the fee was prepaid. If this is
the case, the Blakely postmark and the "10" were struck at the Blakely post
offi ce when th e letter was handed in. Except for the abs ence of a "STEAM"
marking, thi s explana tion acco unts for all the facts .

DE'F ENS e-..s o'F MOB"..E eAY

It is also possible that the letter originated at or near Blakely and that the
sender used th e 2c stamp in expectation that a friend would carry th e letter
by hand to Mobile to be deposited in the post office there as a drop letter, or
would entrust it to the clerk on a non -contract vessel. Instead, the lett er was
mail ed at th e Blak ely post office for some reason-perhaps the steamer failed
to sail as expe cted.

If thi s is truly a steamboat letter , with 12c the correct postage, why the
entire postage was not prepaid is still puzzling; eithe r the sender did not have
stamps available or was ignorant of the correct rate. I doubt that a mor e cer­
tain solution ca n be reached unl ess the origin of the letter can be established
and the place of use of the "10" marking positively identified. As the map
shows, th e likeliest route from Blakely to Mobile was by water.

Although Blak ely does not appear on present-day maps of Alab am a, it was
once a place of some import ance. Th e post office there operat ed from the early
nineteenth century . A post rout e from Mobil e to Blakely was established in
1818 and postmarks are recorded from 1819, according to Th e American Stamp­
less Co vel' Catalog. The name was also spelled "Blakeley." Blakely does not ap­
pear to have been connec ted by rail to Mobile at the time of the Civil War, but
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at some later date was a station on the line between Montgomery and Mobil e
(see diagram on p. 154 of the Towle-Meyer Catalog) . During the Civil War
period a coach service was operating from Mobil e to Blakely as indicated by
the diary excerp ts quoted in Dick Graham's article, "Fe dera l Occupation of
Florida," Chronicle 71:134.

The exact location of Blakely has been difficult to pinpoint. Th e large island
just east of mainland Mobile and formin g the east bank of the Mobil e River is
presently called Blakeley Island. Blakely itself was located still farther east, at
the junction of the Tensaw and Appalachee Rivers.

I am obliged to Dick Graham for the information in the accompanying
sketch map, which represents a composite adapted from several sources : D. D.
Porter , Naval History of th e Civil W ar, 1886, p. 566; J. H. Scruggs, Alabama Post
Roads; Frank R. Donovan, Ironclad s of th e Civil War, 1964, p. 135; Thomas Yose­
loff, Battles and Leaders of th e Civil W ar, 1956 reprint, IV, 411; Edgar S. Maclay,
History of the Navy , 1893, II, 398 (facing). Map excerpts furnished by Scott
Gallagher from the 1855 Colton Atlas and the 1865 U. S. Corps of Engineers maps
confirm the positions shown.

During the Civil War Blakely's chief prominence was du e to the presenc e of
Fort Blakely, which was one of the Confederate fortifications involved in th e
defense of Mobil e. Since none of the maps consulted shows a separate location
for the fort, it is assumed that it was adjacent to the town. When Union naval
forces under Admiral Farra gut were victorious in the Battle of Mobile Bay in
August 1864 the principal forts, Fort Morgan and Fort Gaines, guarding the
narrow channel between Mobile Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, surre ndered. This
action meant that the Confederacy lost access to the port of Mobil e from
the sea, but the city itself remained in Confederate hands. Fort Blakely and
nearby Spanish Fort did not fall until April 1865, afte r a 25 day siege. F ederal
troops entered Mobile on April 12, 1865.
TWO BOGUS CO NFEDERATE COVERS
Pat Herst has generously furnished several fake covers for illustration. These

are items which he has culled from collections which have passed through his
hands, or, in some cases, which he has purchased from collec tors in order to
take them out of circulation.

Figure 1.

The two shown in this issue are rath er blat ant examples of Confederate
phonys, which Pat describ es as "beauts." Th e stampless envelope (Figure 1 ) is
an unconvincing imit ation of the Tuscumbia, Ala., provisional and should not
deceive anyone who compares it with an illustration of the original as shown in
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Diet z's Co nfederate Stat es Catalog, p. 115, or Scott's United States, Sp eciali zed.
The nu meral ",S" is the wrong size and shape; the "PAID" differs from the
origina l; and th e letters of the town name arc too close to the circle. In addition
the envelope is a poor qu ality recent dime-store type, and the ink of th e address
seems to be a peculiar mixture of red and black. Note also th e misguided at­
tempt to render "Mrs." in old -fashioned handwriting.

Figure 2.

The seco nd cover ( Figure 2 ) is more deceptive and dan gerous. The 20c
green sta mp of 1863 is nicely tied by a strike of "SELMA ALA. NOV 22" in
black. This postmark is illustrated in the "Fake and Counterfeit" secti on of Diet z
( p. 272): "Severa l covers have been seen bearing the canceller here illustrated .
Selma used no postmark of this type during the Civil \Va1'." All examples show
th e "NOV 22" dat e. The postm ark ink is a ra ther dull off-black typi cal of stamp
pad ink used with rubber sta mps. T he envelope has been carefully docketed
"Nov. 22 1863" to lend conviction. The diff erence in value between an unused
20c and one used on cover pro vides ample incentive for suc h effor ts.
PROBLEM COV ER FOR THIS ISSUE

The puzzling cover shown here is a fold ed letter from Batavia, Ne w York,
to Banbury, England. It is postmark ed "BATAVIA N. Y. NOV 10" ( 1848) and
the 10c 1847 stam p is tied by the common 7-ba r grid . Both the pos tmark and can-
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cellation are in red . Th e "8" marking on the face of the cover is in bla ck. Th ere
are additional markings on the back; to describe them in detail would reveal the
solution, so I will say only that they were applied in En gland. Th e astute read er
may be abl e to deduce them.

What additional markin gs would you expect to find on the reverse of this
cover?

What is the meaning of the "8" handstamp? Where was it applied? Why?

'What very unusual use of an 1847 stamp is involved? Wh at circu mstances
mad e such use necessar y?
WANTED
CLASSIC 19 t h Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESSES

For My Outright Purchase, Consig nment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED-Elbe # 1463 pages for President
album. Also, fancy cancels on # 26 & # 65,
singles and covers.
FOR SALE-Chronicles # 50-66, $45. Ash­
brook Special Service-2 Vo!s.-Text & in ­
dex-$145, Photos, $100.
Jim Kesterson, 336 Homestead Lane, Dela ­
ware, OH 43015

WANTED-P etersburg, VA. covers, CSA
and prior. ALT Tobias, 3909 W. Slauson
Ave ., LA, Cal. 90043

WANTED-N.Y.S. cancels on 1851-1869
covers and U 218-U 221 centen, issue en­
tires. Unused patriotics. D. Wasserman ,
2104 Holland Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10462.

FOR SALE-Early U.S . Covers & stamps,
1847-1880. Specialist in 3c 1851-1857, #10,
# 11, #25, #26. References please. Steven
Hines, 11953 Ridgeway, Alsip, Ill. 60658
T he Chronicle / February 19i2 / Vol. 24, No . I
CLASSICS member needs help!! Back ­
groun d in fo, data, etc. concerning U. S.
P. O. SEALS urgently needed. Write:
Seymour Kazman, 2 Skelmor Cr escent, Do n
Mills , Ont., Can ada .
•
YOUR CLASSIFI ED ADVERTISEMENT HERE

WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER­

ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE

PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE RATES

BELOW.
•

Classified Advertising

T he Ch ronicle is prep are d to accep t classified advert ising Iro m the mem bcrshi p on a
basis of 50c per ha lf column lin e. sing 8 pt. typc. th is will ru n ab out 40 le tt ers or spaces per
lin e, give or tak e a few, T he major p urposc of the classified ads is to permi t mem bers to loca te ,
bu y or selI specia lized mat erial , rat her tha n a purely commercia l intent.

All copy sho uld be mai led , together with a check for the ad , to the advertisin g ma nager
Cli fford L. Fri end , 8081 Aqu ada le Dri ve, Boardman , Oh io 445 12.

Payment shou ld be for whol e lines, includi ng nam es a nd addresses.
oJi



Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised
AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Pape r Back, Postp aid $ 7.00
Hard Cove r, Pos tpa id 10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We speciali ze in cove rs of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a fe w Terri­
tor ials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
PHILATELIC LITERATURE
The Perforation Centennial: 1857-1957

(The First Perforated U. S. Stamps)

. . . with articles by leading students on the 1857 stamps and their
uses; extensive Iy illustrated . . $5.00

Plating Charts for the 3c 1851

by Leo J. Shaughnessy.

. . . with charts of Plate 1 Late, 2 Late and 3 showing the major char­

acteristics of all positions with reliefs, recuts, and double transfers .

$4.00

Make checks payable to The U. S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., and

order, postpaid, from:

JACK L. JENKINS
Chairman, Publications Sales Committee

P. O. Box 615 Bloomington, 11I.61701
48 T he Chronicl e / Febru ary 19i 2 / Vol. 24. No. 1



..----IJ!RFJ---·
NEWVORK

BUYING AT AUCTION

(ESPECIALLY AT HARMERS)

IS SIMPLE, PLEASANT

AND ECONOMICAL

Auction catalogues. Illustrated auction catalogues, free at the
Galleries, are available, accurately listing the stamps, the Scott nos.
and the specific quality.

Exhibition of lots. Lots are available for inspection for four to
five days prior to and during the auction in Harmers separate, well­
lighted exhibition room. Leading catalogues ; Scotts, Gibbons, Yvert,
Michel, Zumstein, etc. are available for reference. Viewing time:
9:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.rn. , leaving plenty of
time for leisure, careful examination. Postal viewing of lots of small
size also available.

Valuations of lots. An estimate of every lot is available in the
exhibition room . Valuations of particular lots always available by
mail or phone.

Auction room. Harmers auction room , on the pent-house floor of
their building, is attractively laid-out, pleasantly lighted, air-con­
ditioned and conducive to relaxed participation in the world's most
interesting buying procedure.

Price levels . Lots sell for the market price, not fictitious levels
dreamed up by vivid imaginations; a price arrived at by competitive
bidding, either from the auction floor or from mail bidders.

Drop in and pick up a copy of Harmers next auction catalogue;
alternatively send 50c (to cover postage) for a copy to be sent to you
by first-class mail.

Or even better yet, request the catalogue application form to
avoid missing any of the approximately 25 auctions held by Harmers
each year.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auctioneers

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10036

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY
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