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IT'S A FACT!

More specialized collections go through our hands than any

other auction firm.

It is because of our awareness of the market for unusual

material.

It is because we take full cognizance of the philatelic

studies of the owner.

It is because we have a staff capable of giving the full

measure of study and knowledge necessary for the proper

handling of specialized material.

Whether you are a buyer or a seller the advantage of our care

ful handling of specialized material is available to you to an

extent unmatched in the profession.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.

120 East 56th Street New York, N. Y. 10022

Phone (212) 753.6421



BASLE in OCTOBER
Weare now taking properties for inclu sion in our well-known European
au ctions where we held such a successful sale of U.S. last March. A
furth er portion of the same property will be included in October and
FINE QUALITY STAMPS AND/ OR COVERS CAN STILL BE AC
CEPTED FOR THIS SALE.

Take advantage of thi s worl d-wide serv ice and let us sell your stamps
where they sell best. Pl ease rememb er that YOUR SATISFACTION
IS OUR BUSINESS.

Write to our head office to-day :

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
5 0 P ALl.. M ALI..~ LONI.O~ ~ S W I Y5JZ

ENGLAND

Cables: " S tam ps, London, S .W.1" T elex : 915410

Please say that y ou saw this in " Chronicle"
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"SELECTED"
u. S. COVERS -PART 13-BANKNO'TES

# 136 (3c Grill), # 145 (Ie), # 149 PAIR (7c), # 152 (15c), & # 71 (3Oe 1861) - Mixed Qua lity, all t ied
to bit worn pri nted Cor . card cov er to URUGUAY, with oval Red " REGISTERED-LONDO N" pmk.,
" JUN 27, 1873" use, " 1876 CENTENNIAL" adv ert . printed on reverse. RAIlE COMBINATIONON COVER $350

# 147 & 152 (3c & 15c) - Fine cop ies. t ied by neat waffl e grid to extra fine Orange cover , with
" SUMNER, ILL." pmk ., mss . Registe red use, Pretty . $25

# 147 & 152 (3c & 15c) - F.·V.F. copie s, on V. F. neat White cover w ith Printed Atty .At.Law Cor.
Card, pmk . " HENDERSON, N. C.," w ith "REGISTERED" in circle. Unusual . $25

# 148 PAIR & # 150 (6c & 10c) - V. F. copies, tied on V. F. appearing (unde tectab le re"a ir) White
cover, pmk . "PORT CHESTER, N. Y." with Red " NEW· 12-YORK" prnk., "SEP . 3. (1870)" use . ad-
dressed to PERU, with P. F. Cert ., A Beauty l • $75

# 149 (7c) - V. F. copy. tied " PERU. ILL." to fine Ye llow cover to Germ any. w ith Red " NEW YORK
Paid All Br. TRANSIT" pmk.• Cat . $35 $25

# 149 PAIR (7c) - V. F.-S.• tied to V. F. Wh ite cover w ith pr inted address to SAXONY & printed
" PER STEAMER" & "PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL," with mss. "Ci ty of Wash inglon," clear Red " NEW
YORK PAID ALL Br. TRANSIT" pmk .• All racli ve $65

# 150 (l Oc) - V. F. cop y. t ied o n EXIra Fine White cover wit h prin ted "UN ITED STATES CONSULATE,
KANAGAWA. JAPAN," & Black " YOKOHAMA. JAPAN " & " S. F., CAL.. ' pmks ., addr. to " NewHaven , Conn '" A Beauly l! $250

# 151 (I Se) - on # U 85 (6<) Ent ire , Redu ced at left, addr. to "HAWAIIAN ISLANDS." Very scarce,cal . $50 + + $40

# 152 (15c) - on # U 82 Entire, V. F.-S. cop y, target cance l, on V. F.-S. White cove r, pmk . " COMFORT,
TEX.' ' wi th Red "NEW YORK REGISTERED" pmk . & Black " CHARGEE" framed transit rnk., to
SWITZERLAND, " JAN. 10 (1872)" use. Attr acti ve $50

# 158 (3c) - 2 copies, overlapping, tied on # U B5 (6c) Enl ire, V. F.• 10 "SANDWICH ISLANDS,"pmk . " OAKLAND, CAL.' ' Nice • $25

# 158 (3c) - V. F. PAIR, nibbed perf s., tied by nea t clear "N . YORK STEAMSHIP" pmk ., to V. F.
Grey Laid cover (ti ny tear at top). from " NASSAU" to " LOWELL, MASS.. ' Rare $75

# 158 (3c) - Superb copy, tied by Gr id & Black " REGISTERED" S. L. cancel & wi th Black " DUE 3"
on V. F.-S. sma ll White cover, pmk. "MATTAPOISETT, MASS.. ' to Boston . Unusual $25

# 156 (I e) & # 160 (7c) - Tied on # U 83 (3c) Entire. V. F. cop ies t ied by target to V. F.-S. cover.
pmk. "NEW BREMEN, ILL." - "FEB. 19 (1875)," wlth Black bo xed " REGISTERED COVER," toCANADA. A Beauly ll l • $50

# 159 (6c) - V. F.·S., neat ly tied to V. F.-S. cover. A Gem !! ~ . $10

# 159 (6c) & # 161 (10e) - Fine-V. F.• tied by do uble strike of clear Blue " REGISTERED" cance l to
supe rb Orange cover wi th Blue " PITTSBURGH, PA..• pmk . " Jun 2, 1879" Rec. pmk . of " Phil•. , P. ..•on reverse . Anolher beautyll . $40

# 161 (10c) - V. F. copy, wedges cance l, on sma ll White Face Only, pmk. " U. S. POSTAL AGENCY·
SHANGHAI" & " S. F., CAL.. ' doub le circle pmk ., 10 III. Scarce $25

# 161 (10e) - PAIR - Superb, t ied by pretty Red smudge cance l to V. F.-S. Blue fol ded letter. Pmk.
Red "NEW YORK.SUPPLEMENTARY" - " J un. 24 (1874)" use, to ITALY. RARE & ATTRACTIVE _. $B5

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U.S. COVERS? SATISFACTION OR IMMEDIATE REFUND.

INSTALLMENT PAYMENT TERMS (No inte rest or carryi ng cha rges) IF DESIRED

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522
THE CH RONIOLE , published by the U.s . Philatelic Classics Society, Inc., at Washington West House,
Fulton , Mo. 65251. Second-c la ss postage paid at Fulton Mo. Subscr iption price $14.00. A yea r 's sub
scription Is Included In membershlp In the U.S. Phliatellc Classfcs Society, with $7.50 of each
member's dues a pportioned to publlcatlon of The Chronicle. Printed In th e United State s of America .
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CALL FREE
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800-221-7276
Ask for RICHARD GORDON , President or JACK TAUB,
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in teg ri ty which has epitomized Harmer Rooke since 1903

NO PROPERTY TOO LARGE! NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT

HARMER, ROOKE & CO., INC.
Negotiants in Fine Philat eli c Properties

APPRAISERS • SALES AGENTS • AUCTIONEERS

Establ ished : LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939

3 EAST 57th ST. • NEW YORK 10022

In New York State and New York Metropo li tan A rea

CALL COlLECT (2 12) PLaza 1-1900
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
On th e opposite page is a photograph of th e new Stanley B. Ashbrook
Award, which has been donated to th e Classics Society by Raymond and Roger
Weill. This antique masterpiece in silver-gilt is a fin e example of the silver 
smith's art in late eighteenth century France. It was designed and executed to
serve as a conserve jar in 1788 by Francois Joubert, silvers mith to Louis XVI. It
consists of an elabora tely chased and engraved bowl and cover in a decorated
saucer-like stand.

T his magnifi cent collec tor's piece, featured in a Parke-Bernet auction last
fa ll, has been moun ted on a dark oak base which enhances the beauty of the
gilt silver. The names of th e award and of the donors are inscribed on a silver
pl ate attached to the base, as the pic ture shows. am es of recipients will be en
graved on similar plates around the base.

Th e new Ashbrook trophy will be on permanent display at the recently
opened headquarters at Cab een House of the Collectors Club of Chicago, who
have graciously consented to be custodians of th e award . We are all gratef ul to
Raymond an d Roger Weill, who also donated the original Ashbrook cup, for
their munificent gift.
COLONIAL AMERICA RESEARCH PROJECT

This is an appeal to Chronicle reade rs to assist in the Colonial Postal History
project which is bein g undertaken for the Bicentennial. You may already have
read about th e plans in the December 1971 American Philatelist. The project's
goal is th e publication of a comprehensive study of th e posts in Colonial Amer
ica. The period covered is from the earliest settlements until about 1790, or th e
date the va rious colonies became sta tes. Canadian mat erial will be included
through the end of the Revolutionar y War, Recor ds will be mad e of covers with
manu scr ipt markin gs, and tho se carried outside the mails, as well as covers with
handstamp ed markings. In the first phase, research will be dir ected to finding
and recording (1) all existing colonial covers, (2 ) all existing lit erature on
colonial pos ta l history, (3 ) new or pr evio usly un published informa tion on postal
operations in the Coloni al period.

Alex tel' Braake, whose zeal an d scholarship in th e postal history field
are well known, is coordina tor of the project and is maintaining files and a
card index system on all items re ported. His address is 713 Canterbury Drive,
Charleston, W est Virginia 25314.

Your help is solicited in reporting items in your collection or in oth er private
collections, and sending xeroxes of covers, and contents wh ere pertinent, to
Mr. tel' Braake. But you do not have to own such material to assist. If you live
in an area where th ere are museums, lib ra ries, universities, or gove rnment age n
cies whose collections or archives mav contain colonial letters or relat ed ma 
terial , you may make a m ajor con tributi on by sea rching there and reporting your
finds. Mr. tel' Braake has excellent det ailed suggestions for th is research; if you
are abl e to help, please write to him.
PHILADELPHIA: SPECIAL ISSUE

The Chronicle is planning its own participation in th e bicentennial celebra
tion and the concurrent international philatelic exhibition to be held at Phila
delphia in 1976. Most of you will recall th e special edi tion of the Chronicle in
May 1966 on the occasion of Sipex. That issue, under the editorship of George
E. Hargest, was devoted to the postal history of Washington and the District of
Columbia. We intend to undertake a similar feature for Philadelphia in 1976.
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REVIEW: A VALUABLE BOOK ON THE SANTA FE TRAIL
David L. Jarrett

First Mail W est by P rofessor Morris F. Taylor is a scholarly, definitive, 253
page hardbound book on the postal history of the Santa Fe Trail. It deals
primarily with th e Santa F e Trail in Missouri and in the territories of New
Mexico, Colorado, and Kansas. The book is an absolute must for any serious
collector of territorial or western covers or th e postal historian.

T he book starts off with a discussion on the freighting and mail communi
cations of the New Mexico preterritorial years, 1846-1850. It th en devotes various
chapters to th e 1850 decade, discussing th e mail contractors, Indian problems,
routes of travel, the wa y sta tions, and th e mode of equipme nt used. It gives
detailed descriptions of events relat ed to th e mails that took place at that tim e.

For the 1860's period , Professor Taylor discu sses the postal h istory relat ed
to the Pikes Peak gold rush, the Civil War, military mail , Barlo w & Sanderson's
Southern Overland Mail and Expr ess Company ( of which a beautiful cover
is illustrated ) , the little known D enver and Santa Fe Stage Line ( also illustrated
by a perhaps unique cover ) , Holliday's Overland Mail , and the grea t Indian
wars. He elab ora tes on the mail contractors and their associates.

The final chapte rs are devoted to the decade of the 1870's. Here Profes
sor Taylor write s how th e advancing ra ilroads made inro ads on the freighting
and mail ca rry ing business of the Santa Fe Trail and finally took over suc h
activity. Railroad buffs should find these chapters inter esting.

At the end of the book there are over fort y pa ges of detailed footnotes, well
supporting the text. The bibliography is an other ten pages long, and the index
is sixteen pages. These suppleme nts should prove invalu abl e to collectors and
postal historians who wa nt to locat e good refere nce sources for a particul ar
proj ect. For instance, th e information presented in the book can often allow
one to document a particular cover. A collector can frequ ently learn what route
a certain postmarked cover traveled, th e delays cau sed by Ind ians and weather
and other information not otherwise readily available.

The book is available for $10.00 from the publishers , the University of New
Mexico Press, Albuquerque, New Mexico. It is well worth it in this reviewer's
opinion. ' J!,I
(N ote: 1\Ir. J arrett prepared th is re view last fall sh ortly aft er First Mail JIIest was publ ished , but
its appeara ncc in Th e Chron icle h as inadvert en tl y been de layed till no w. It s releva nce an d
interest , however, have not been d imin ished . S. 1\1. McD.)
GIVE YOUR SPECIA L KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTA INS FOR YOUR INFOR
MAT ION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VA RIATION OF THE "GOLDEN RULE."
The projected special issue will survey all important aspects of the postal his
tory and postal markings of Philad elphia, with particular emphas is on the classics
period. Cooperation of philatelists with extensive collections of Philadelphia ma
terial and with specialized knowled ge of different facets and periods of Philadel
phia postal history will be essential to success, If you can help in any respect,
please ad vise the appropriate section ed itor or the ed itor-in-chief. An early start
will insure a comprehen sive and coordinated result. Don't put it off-it's later than
you think.
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
A 2nd DAY 1847 COVER
Creighton C. Hart

For the past 50 years a lOc 1847 cover from 1 ew York posted on July 9,
1847, was the earlies t known cover bearing a copy of our first issue. This choi ce
cover graced the Judge Em erson collection for many yea rs and has been
illustrated numerous tim es as the ea rliest known 1847 usage. About ten years
ago a 5c cover postmarked July 7, 1847, sold at auc tion, ad van cin g th e earlies t
dat e by two days. Even though this became the earl iest known '47 cover it did
not crea te spec ial at tention because th e 5c stamp has a vertical crease and a
scuffed corner.

In th e March 4th, 1972, issue of Stam ps, J. David Baker reports the recent
discovery of a lOc 1847 cover postmarked Jul y 2, 1847, from 1 ew York City. In
that interesting article Baker tells how Harry Mark discovered th e cover in a
law hook at his office in Indianapolis. The purpose of thi s article is to add to
wh at Baker wrote and as the 1847 Secti on Editor give my opinions why it is
an important postal his tory item.

For veal'S it has been known that the official record book now in W ash
ington sh"owed tha t only New York City received a supply of our first issue on
July 1, 1847. It has heen assumed that the stamps were shipped from \Vashin gton
on July 1st and many stu dents in the past have qu estioned wheth er the '47
sta mps could have been shipped, received an d placed on sale in New York on
the same day. Th e Robert Morris letter book is the earl iest confirmation we have
that the stamps were avail abl e and sold as early as July 3rd . The importance
of thi s cover is that it advances the possibl e da te before Jul y 3rd and causes
us to reexamine what ev ide nce we have.

The b ig qu estion is, "Were the stamps availab le for purchase by the public
on Jul y 1st?" That questio n is explore d by Susan McDonald in th e art icle that
follows these comme nts.

Collectors will remember that Ne w Yorkers and the New York Post Offi ce
were acc ustomed to the use of sta mps on letters. The 1 ew York Postm aster Pro
visionals had been in use for nearl y two yea rs. It seems quite natural that on
Jul y 1st th e New York Provision als were removed from the post office and the
'47 stamps easily substituted.

The discovery of thi s July 2nd cover on an ur gent legal matter also tends
to support th e Jul y 1st dat e. Besid es th e stamps th ere is a "10" due marking
which means the letter was dropped in the letter chute either after the windows
were closed for hu siness or during the da y without ha ving its we ight checked
by a clerk, because it is overweight. The fact that th e letter was overw eight was
not discovered until af ter it was collected from the chute receptacl e.

The pair of stamps plates as 61-62L whi ch we hope means at least 60 10c
stamps ha d been sold previously. These two and the other 60 ma y have been
purchased on Jul y 1st. The law yers taking the dep osit ion dated June 30th may
have realized th at the letter might not be read y to ma il un til af ter the post office
closed on Jul y 1st. They know that the dep osition could be mailed prepaid with
stamps af ter post office hours and cou ld be on its way the first thing the next
day, July 2nd. Whether th is letter was mailed afte r hours Jul y I st or dropped in
the mail slot during the day of July 2nd, will never be known . We do know it was
not postmarked until Jul y 2nd, the second da y of issue.

This recen tly discovered cover was found in a law book and if a first day
cover is ever fou nd it will quite likely be found where it has been safely stored
in a b ook. During the depression yea rs of the 1930's, ma ny covers came to
light from old records in court houses th at wer e being rebuilt by th e W .P.A. and
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from old bank records that were being destroyed because of consolidation,
failur es or a new building. This source for new find s has pretty well dri ed up.
The most famous 1847 find of the 1930's was at Hagerstown , Maryland and this
find will be the subject of an article by Delf Norona in a near future issue of
the Chronicle .

The pen cancellation on these 10c stamps deserves special notice. The New
York Postmaster Pro visionals were commonly cancelled with a blue pen. This is
the only '47 cover I list from the New York Post Office that is pen cancelled.
Covers with '47 stamps to New York Cit y from elsewhere, and not abl y from
Canada , were sometimes cancelled at New York with this blue ink but this early
cover is the only letter originating at New York so cancelled. The clerk at thi s
early date may not ha ve received instructions or may not have been clear
about how the new government stamps were to be cancelled. To be sur e, he
cancelled th em with both the new 13 bar square grid and the blue ink. The
square grid had been put into use very recently because only a few New York
Postmasters are known cancelled with this 13 bar grid. The 13 bar grid is the
commonest cancellation known on '47 stamps from New York City either on or
off cover. This canceller was undoubtedly ordered with th e 1847 stamps in mind.

/0

, '

Figu re 1. This cover w as recent ly d iscovered by Harry Mark of Ind ianapol is. The po stm ark is Jul y 2, th e
second day of issue at New York. The cov er is a leg al size enve lope wit h the stamps cancell ed w ith blue ink
and red 13·bar sq uare g rids . The photograph has been slight ly cropped at both sid es because of spa ce limit ation s.

Only the New York post office had stamps on July 1st but a cover postmarked
on th e "firs t day of rec eipt" from anyone of th e oth er major post off ices would
have an honored place with '47 specialists. The dates for "Day Sent" and "Da te
of Receipt" in th e following tabulation have been taken from the Official Record
Book in 'Washington, D .C. In the last column are earliest known dates from my
records. If anyone knows of an earlier usage from any of these five original
cities, please write me.

Day Sent Date 0/ R eceip t Post Of/ ice Earl iest Kn own elmer

July I , 1847 July I , 1847 Ne w York July 2. IlH7
J ul y 2. 1847 July 2. 1847 Boston July 26. 1847
July 7. 1847 J ul y 7. 1847 Philad elph ia July 12. 1847
July 9. 1847 July 9. 1847 Wa shington July 15. 1847
July 16. 1847 July 16. 1847 Baltimore July 25. 1847

For years I have looked unsuccessfu lly for a stampless cover from New York
City posted Ju ly 1, 1847. Ezra Cole has told me that he has never seen one. Can
anyone report such a cover from New York Cit y? Th ere are a few stampless
covers posted July 1, 1847 from oth er cit ies but none from New York. Perhaps
Ju ly 1st was a slow business day at th e New York Post Offic e.
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Now th at th ere is new evide nce to show that '47 stamps we re availab le to
th e pu bli c on July 1st , let's hop e that som e lew Yorker was fa rsig hted enoug h
to mail a letter early enoug h Thursday , July 1st to have it receive a postmark on
that important day. Ma yb e it will be tucked away in a boo k somewher e- mayb e
it will b e a 5c cover-maybe it will be on a smaller cover wi thout the pen can
cellation-mayb e even you will find it . Good luck.
A DAY TO REMEMBER: JULY 1, 1847
Susa n M. McDona ld

The issuan ce of a new stamp today is heralded by so much publicit y an d
acc ompanied by such thorough documenta tion that th e da te of issue is an in
argu ab le fact. Even th e early issues of countries with orderly and complete rec
ords can be dated wi th exactitude , but sca nty informat ion has for man y yea rs
obscured th e dat e of issue of th e Uni ted States general stamps of 1847. Several
factors have contributed to the lack of def inite informatio n. The event may not
have seeme d as importan t at th e time as it does in ret rosp ect to th e present-day
phila telist. Som ehow, ninet eenth century Ame rica 's instinct for drama, so evident
in th e greeting acc or de d the Britannia's arrival at Boston in 1840, or the first
message sent by telegraph, or the ceremo ny of th e golden spike , was dormant on
this occas ion . If contemporary accounts took note of th e new sta mps, th e ac
counts th emselves are lost to view.

Official records were long inaccessib le, and are still fragmentary and not
rea dily ava ilab le. The sparseness of official records is in itself discouraging, but
an even grea te r ha ndica p in solving th e probl em has been the freque nt misinter 
pret ati on of th e few records tha t do exist. These int erpretative err ors have been
perpetuated becau se some authorities presented th eir comments witho ut dis
tinguishing between th e facts actua lly estab lishe d by th e reco rds and th e assu mp
tions whi ch thev th emselves had rea d into them .

The increasing value placed on "first uses" by collectors today is directly
reflected in th e marketplace. Therefore, the firm establishme nt of th e date on
wh ich 1847 stam ps were first sold to the public is highly desirable in the interests
of th e whole philatelic communi ty. A new effor t to thi s end is a legitimat e and
responsible function of philat eli c scholarship .

Almost all of the foremost writers in the field of classic U. S. philately
have offered opinions about th e dat e when th e 1847 stamps became availab le
to the public, but many of these theories were based on spe culation wi th little
solid evidence or echoed those of previous au thors. John K. Ti ffany, in 1886,
recount ed a touchi ng but apocrypha l sto ry abo ut th e purchase of th e fir st
stamps sold ( one of each denominat ion ) by a certain Harry Shaw on Aug ust 5,
1847. 1 Supposedly Shaw b ought th e stamps at th e Post Office Department in
W ashington fro m Cave Joh nson, the Postmaster General. T he source of thi s story
was an article in the Hartford Tim es of Aug ust 5, 1885, b ased on the personal
recollect ions of Shaw as an old ma n. John N. Luff , wr iting in 1902, accep ted th e
date, apparently without qu esti on , rep eating it and th e entire anec do te."
T he fact th at the H artford Post Office actua lly did receive its fir st supplies on
August 5, 1847, simply compoun ded th e confu sion. Shaw very likely did bu y the
first stamps sold at Hartford , an d some ente rprising repo rter tricked out th e
prosaic tale wi th ficti tiou s detai ls about Washin gton and Ca ve Johnson.

Even after th e official record book was b rou ght to light and the informati on
about stam p deliveries during July 1847 ma de public. there wa s a tendency on
th e part of many philat elic writers to discount th e information in it. The figur es
for July 1847 were published in th e Ph ilat eli c Cazette for June 1912. Four years
la ter Dr. Carroll Chase, in his notable study of th e 1847 issue published serially
in th e same journal, was reluctant to accep t th e July 1 date. He was , however , ab le
to demonstrate the fa lsity of th e August 5 date b y the evidence of covers with
ea rlier pos tmarks. At that tim e the earliest subs tantiat ed cover in th e Chase
records was one from ew York to Louisville dated July 10, 1847.:1 In an articl e
writ ten in 1938 Dr. Chase resta ted his b elief that, although July 1 was the officia l
date, "the real date was a week or so lat er ."! Elliott Perry, in Pat Paragraph s for
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June 1931, mentioned that the stamps were issued early in July without specifying
an exact date. Lester C . Brookman cited th e official dates for lew York and
Boston without clarifying his own opinion of them and then went on to repeat
details of the discredited Tiffany story."

As time progressed, covers recorded by Chase and later by Stanley B. Ash
brook pushed th e date of the earliest known use back earlier and earlier in July.
In 1952 Ashbrook, whose approach was usually empirical, wrot e :

For example, the 5c and JOe 1847 ar e listed as havin g been p laced on sa le on july I.
1847. (T hu rsday), bu t we lack any actu al proof th at su pp lies of eithe r were actu a lly
pl aced on sale on july I. The Official reco rds sho w tha t no supplies of th e "forty 
sevens" were sen t out hy th e Post Office Dep art men t u nt il July I , 1847, and th a t
th e on ly pos t office to receive supp lies on th at da te was Ncw York Ci ty. Sup plies
were no t sent to any ot her office on that da te . T he second shipment was sen t to
Boston on july 2. 1847. I am assum ing these O fficial records are accurate. Wheth e r
or not the New York Postm aster , R obt. H . Morri s, actua lly pl aced any of th e stamps
on sale on Thursday. the l st , we do no t know. T he ea rl iest known usc of an 1847
sta mp in the Cha se-Ashbrook records is july 7. 1847.6

As recently as 1962, Philip Ward JI'. qu estion ed the July 1 date, saying :
White th e ca ta logues , most publicat ion s and ar ticles tcll us th at the sta mps were
issued on J u ly I , 1847. thi s is not in accordan ce with th e facts. From reco rds recently
found in the Post Office fi les, it has been learned th at the first sh ipme nt from
\ Vashington was made to New York on july I , 1847, and th is lo t consisted of 190,000
5c and 55,000 Ilk. They cou ld no t have becn shi p ped fro m W ashington on july I
and re ach New York Ci ty in ti me for a july I sale."

Unfortunately, this entire statement, as I will prove later, is a misleading hodge
podge of inaccuracies and half-truths.

In the lat e 1940's, a letter -book of Robert Morris, lew York City Postmaster,
for the period from June 1847 through February 1848, was found amon g the
effects of th e not ed philat elic authority and dealer Percy Doane aft er his death.
The lett er-book, which thu s becam e available to researchers , is an extremely
valuable source of information. In particular, one let ter of Morris , dated July 7,
1847, made clea r that the 1847 stamps were in use at New York City on July 3.
Nothing conclusive, however , could be established about a use earlier than tha t
- until the recent discovery of a cover with a pair of lOc stamps postmarked at
New York on July 2, 1847. To me the most important aspect of this newly
discovered cover is that it has compelled us to take a fresh look at the evidence.
Thi s time it should be an objective and thorough look.

I am now cer tain - without any qu alific ation whatsoever-that the 1847
stamps were at the New York City Post Office on Jul y 1 in ample time to be sold
and used that same day. I cannot yet supply absolute proof ( it may no longer
be extant ) but I sha ll try to reconstruct the events in logical ord er and let them
speak for themselves. All the elements of the solution have been availabl e to
researchers for man y yea rs; most of them appeared together in a short book on the
activities of the engraving firm of Rawdon, Wri ght, Hatch and Edson. This book ,
entitled T en Decades Ago, was written by Winthrop S. Boggs and published in
1949. Some of the same material reappear ed in Postmaster Robert Morris of N . Y.
(1960) , a selection of letters from the letter-book of Morris , edited and with a
commentary by Boggs,

First, to establish the facts as they appear in contemporary sources, I wa nt
to set down the documents in the case. Some of these records are repetitious and
tedious, but I feel that it is important to assemble them in one place, and to repro
duce th e text exac tly instead of paraphrasing it, in most cases.

The use and manufacture of postage stamps were authorized by the Act of
March 3, 1847, Section n .Proposals by Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and Edson dated
March 20 and March 31, 1847, respecti vely, surv ive; at the bottom of the
latter is the notation "This bid accepted.?" Because both these letters ha ve often
been reproduced, and chiefly because they have only a remote bearing on the
problem under consideration, they are not repri nted here. The original contract
has not been found, bu t the assumption is that it was under negotiation during
April and part of May, as th e evide nce shows th at it was signed late in May. This
statement is bas ed on a letter of th e engrave rs ."
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May 25. 1847
J . Marron . Esq .
3rd Ass t. 1'. M. Ge ne ra l.
" rashington , D. C.
Dear Sir:

You r favo r of the 17th ins t. conce rni ng co n trac t in relat ion to th e Post O ffice
sta m ps. was duly receiv ed. A reply has been del ayed in co nseq ue nce of th e abse nce
of our Mr. H atch , as the con trac t cou ld not be signe d unt il h is re tu rn .

Though we shou ld have preferred to ha ve th e clau se spo ke n o f to you in serted.
ye t we are not disposed to be di fficult . a nd we ha ve th erefore signed th e con trac t.
and we enclose it herewi th . not doubting but it will be carried on t in it s t rue
sp irit on the part of the Post O ffi ce Dep artmen t . as we are confid ent it will bc
on ou r own.

You will pl ease send us th e co u n te rpa rt o f th is con tract signe d by th c Postmaster
Ge nera l, a t your conve n ience ,

' Ve shall be happy to rece ive th e orders for p rint in g th e sta m ps. a nd will give
th em early a tten ti on .

Very res pectfu lly, Sir,
You r Obed ient se rva n ts.
Rawdon . W r igh t, H at ch & Edso n

The next important evide nce is a letter which was exhib ited by the American
Bank Not e Co. ( into which Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and E dson was absorbed in
1858 ) at Tipex in 1936: 1 0

Ne w York , June 2Gth . 1847
H on . Cave J ohnson .
1'. M. Ge ne ra l,
' Vashi ngt on .
Sir:

'Ve bcg lea ve to inform you that th e sta m ps orde red pCI' yo u r le tt c r of the 1st
in st. a re ready for d el ivery , and we hold th em su bjec t to yo ur furth er in struction s.

T went y th ou sand dolla rs in IOct sta m ps . a nd thirty th ou sand doll ar s in 5ct
sta m ps , or 200.000 sta m ps o f IOcts a nd 600.000 sta m ps of !lcts .

Very res pectf u lly.
Your obd . Servants,
Rawdon . 'Vright . H a tch & Edson

A letter from Rob ert Morris to a Massachusetts postmaster contains vital
information: 1 1

Post Office
City of Ne w York

June 29t h 1847
L. D . Brown. Esq .
1'. M. Lee , Berk shire Co .
Mass.-
Dea r Sir:

Yours of th e 11th in re la t ion to prep aid sta m ps was o n ly received by m e a nd
shou ld have been answered ere this had I known wh at to wri te. Today an age n t
from th e Post O ffice Department a rrived in this city in re la ti on to the stam ps

T o ob ta in stam ps you must write to th e Post Ma ster Genera l for th e am ount
you desi re a nd he will enclose th em to you . No stam ps will he found befo re th c
1st of July.

T ru ly you rs
Robt . 1-1 . Morri s. P.M.

Some of these facts are confirmed and additional ones presented in the
Report of the Postm ast er General, dated December 6, 1847: 1~

Pu rsuan t to th e I I th sec t ion of th e act . ap proved 3d Ma rch . 1847. au thorizing
the Po stm ast er Ge nera l to p repare sta m ps fo r the prep aym en t of postage on letter s.
a con trac t was made with Messrs. R awdon . ' ''right . Stuart [sic] a nd Edson . em ine nt
engravers of Ne w York . for su p p lying th e d ep ar tm ent with sta m ps of the d cn omi 
nations o f 10 a nd !l cen ts , re ady for usc. U nder this con trac t a pa rcel wa s ob ta ined
fro m the m am ou nting to 50.000; a nd sta mps to th e va lue of 28 ,330 have since
been issued to 95 postm asters for di stribution. Notwiths ta nd ing tbey have been
fou nd very convenient in many locali ti es. and under various circu mstances. th ere
has not been tha t grea t demand for th em that was a n tici pated. Many im porta nt
com me rcial town s have not ap p lied for them, and in ot he rs th ey are on ly used in
tr ifli ng a mo n nts. I am . e re.

John Marron .
T hird Asst . 1'. M . Ge n 'l
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Information about supplies issued to the first ten offices to which stamps
were furnished is ente red in the offi cial record book as follows:

Qualltities
Post Office Dnte sent Date received 5 cent to cent Amount

Ne w York Jnly I , 184i Jul y I , 1847 60 ,000 20,000 S,OOO.OO
Boston ' n ly 2, 184i Jnl y 2, 184i 40,000 10,000 3,000 .00
Philadelphia [ u ly i , 184i July 7, 1847 40,000 10,000 3,000.00
Washingt on [uly 9, 184i July 9, 1847 3,000 1,000 2S0.00
Baltimore July 16, 1847 Jul y 16, 1847 SOO 500 75.00

Baltimore Jnly 22 , IlH 7 July 23, 1847 2,()()O 3()() 130.00
W orcester , Mass. July 29 , 1847 Jnly 3 1, 1847 1.2()() 400 100.00
Provid en ce Jnly 29, 184i July 3 1, 184i 1,200 ·I(K) 100.00
Ri chmond July 29 , 1847 July 31, 184i 1,200 400 100.00
Buffalo July 29 , 184i Au gu st I , 1847 1,200 ,100 100.00
New Orleans Jnly 29, 1847 An gn st 2i, 1847 5,000 2,000 450.00

As a fina l aid to understanding, th is is how the calenda r looked in mid-1847 :

J UN E 1847

s 1\1 T VV T l' S

20 2 1 22 23 24 25 2fi
27 28 29 30

J ULY l 84i

I
4 5 6 i 8

II 12 13 14 15

2 3
9 10

J(j 17

Tiffany, who gave August 5, 1847, as th e date of issue, b lam ed th e alleged
delay on difficulties in production; and Luff and Brookman parroted this explana
tion. The letter dat ed June 26 from Rawdon , Wright, Hatch and Edson to Cave
Johnson proves that Tiffany's sta teme nt was mere spe culation. The engraving
firm had wide expe rie nce in bank not e work, had previously produced stamps for
the Cit y D espatch Post and the New York City Post Office, and was full y capable
of providing stamps as required within any tim e limits set by the Post Office
Department.

The Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and E dson letter of June 26 mu st have reached
Washington on Monday the 28th. Probably the Post Office Department had
anticipated the news and was ready to dispat ch a special agent to New York to
accept the stamps . The agent must have left as soon as poss ible af ter receipt of
the letter, because the journey from Washing ton to New York entailed lSJf
hours of actual tra vel time by tra in, plus 2 hours of layovers in Baltimore and
Philade lphia.

As the Morris letter of June 29 establishes, the agent had arriv ed in New
York Ci ty that day. W hether the agent actually visite d the New York City Post
Offi ce on the 29th or whether Morris learned of his arrival from some other sourc e
is not clear from the letter. Probably Morris did not meet the agen t on the
29th , or he would have referred to him by name in the lett er. T he centra l fact
is that the agent's presence was in response to the June 26 lett er and that the
"fur ther ins tructions" requested by the engravers were brought b y the agent
in person. Support for this statement is hugely infer ential and depends on the
lack of any letter from W ashington in an swer to Rawdon, Wright, Hatch and
Edson. A letter was redundant because th e agent would reach New York before a
letter could.

In 1956 Winthrop Boggs, in refer ence to th e sam e Morris letter of June 29th,
made the statement: "The letter quoted herewith . . . makes it practically certain
that Jul y 1st is the dat e of issue."!" When he ed ited the selec tions from the Morris
letter-b ook, he made this fur the r commentary : "The Agent was no doubt on his
way from Washington to Boston."!~ These remarks indicate that Boggs was aware
of the significance of the age nt's presence in ew York, but th ey do not seem to
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have attracted mu ch noti ce, prob ab ly because Boggs did not give them any
emphasis or develop th eir full implications.

Before we explore the agent's ac tivities further , some explanation of his
function may be appropriate. The Post Offi ce Depar tment had long employed
special agents to inves tigate "de predations" again st the mails, and to uncover
crime or negligence in th e postal service, whether externa l or intern al. The titl e
of "Special Agen t" was int rod uced in 1801 and rem ain ed in use until 1880. This
importa nt division of the Post Offi ce Dep artm ent is now orga nized as the Postal
Inspection Service. Individuals em ployed as age nts had to be of the utm ost trust
wor thiness and integrit y. They oft en worked undercover and their anonymity was
zea lously preserved . Th e Postmaster Gen eral was required to report to Congress
all incide nta l expe nses, such as :

" wra p p ing pa pcl·... "office Iu ruit u re .' "ad ve rt ising,' " m a il ha gs," " h la n ks.' " ma il
locks. keys, a nd stam ps. " " ma il depred ations. an d spec ia l agen ts," "cle rks for offi ces,"
" m isce lla neous." showing the sum paid un de r eac h head of expe nd itu re. a nd thc
names of th e pcrsons to whom pa id , ex cep t on ly tha t th e nam es o f th e pc rsons em 
p loycd in detect in g d ep red a tion s on the mail , a nd othe r confiden tia l ag ents. need
not be d isclosed in sai d repor t. (Act of Ju ly :!. IH:lIi . Scct ion :!:!).I:-,

A detailed con temporary account of th e methods and expe riences of a special
age nt for the Post Office is contained in T en Years Among th e Ma il Bags. Th e
author was J. Holbrook, who was employed as an agent from 1845 to 1855 and
who lat er was compiler of the U.S. Ma il and Post Office Assistan t.

The Act of March 2, 1847, appro priating funds for Post Offi ce opera tions for
the fisca l year ending June 30, 1848, contai ned this specific provision under
section 22:

For m a il depreda tion s a nd specia l agcnt s, th irtcc n th o usand dolla rs: Provided ,
That th c Postmastcr Gc nc ra l be, a nd hc is hereby, a u thorized to emp loy , when thc
serv ice m ay req u ire it , th e assista nt postmastcrs gc ne ra l as specia l age n ts. and to
make thcm com pensa tio n a nd all owan ce th cr eforc not to exceed thc a mo u n t ex
ponded by sa id age nts as necessary tra vclling cxpcnscs whi le so em p loye d .iu

This alteration in th e law mu st have been formulated to furnish the strictest pos
sible secur ity measures in anticipation of the use of stamps. Certa inly the agent
sent to accep t the stamps from Hawdon , Wrigh«, Hatch and Edso n had to be a
high-ranking and trustworthy member of the Post Offi ce Department because
the first printing order represented an obliga tion of the United Sta tes to the
amount of $50,000. If the possib ilities are examined closely, it will be obv ious
that there was only one man he could have been.

The officers of the Genera l Post Offi ce were listed in the front of the 1847
Postal La ws and. Regu lati ons as follows :

CAVE JOH NSO N.
Post ma ster Ceneml,

SE LA H R . H OBRI E.
First A ssistant Post ma ster Gell eral-Mai l A rrangemrn ts,

W ILLIA~I .J. BROWN ,
Seco nd Assista nt Post mastc r Ge lle ral- A /1 /JOilltlllt'lIt.,.

.I0H N MAR RO N,
Third A ssistant Postmnst cr Gr nernlr-Finnnccs,

W ILLlA~1 H . DUN DAS,
Chief Clrrk-sl nsp ertion of M ail Srrvire,

P ET ER G . WASH INGT O N,
Audit or of th e T reasu ry for t he Post Offia Depart m en t-s-Set t leme nt of

A ccounts,

T he second half of the same volume, conta ining the regul ations, devotes severa l
pages to a description of the du ties and functions of these variou s offices. The
only office under whi ch an y relevant sta teme nt appears is that of third assista nt
postmaster general; whose duties include "T he supe rv ision an d man agement of
the finan cia l bu siness of the Departmen t, not devolved by law up on the Audi
tor .. ." The Third Assista nt "has charge of the dead letter office, of the issuing
of sta mps for the prepayment of postage, and of the acco unts connected there
with." T he concluding paragraph sta tes th at all postm asters should direct "all
applica tions for prep aid stamps" to the Third Assistan t Postmaster Cenerul.!"

Althoug h responsibility for investigation of ma il failur es and depred ations
and for supe rvision of agents employed was under the office of Chief Clerk, the
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law of March 2, 1847, quoted above, au thorized the employment of the Assistant
Postmasters General at the discretion of the Postm aster General. Such temporary
appointmen ts to meet extrao rdinary circumstances would, of course, take pre
cedence over the normal arra ngements under the direction of the Chief Clerk.

The office of th e Second Assistant, William J. Brown, was concern ed with
personnel; the manufacture of stamps did not come under his jurisdiction. The
engravers had addressed their proposal of March 31 to Brown, and must have
been apprised of their error: the May 25 letter was addressed to Marron. The
First Assistant, Selah R. Hobbie-a familiar and important name in Post Office
annals-was in charge of contracts for the transmission of mails. In any case ,
Hobbie was not ava ilable, as he had sailed Jun e 1, 1847, on the maiden voyage of
the ' Vashi ngton to confer with Ambassador George Bancroft in London, and to
conduct negotiat ions with Briti sh postal authori ties in an attempt to reach agree
ment on a postal convention.

So it was John Marron, the Third Assistant Postmaster General , who made
the trip to New York. Marron had been responsible for the details of stamp pro
duction to date, and afterwards would supervise their distr ibution. Marron pre
pared the section about stamps in the December 6, 1847, Postmaster General's
report. The careful official language cannot quite conceal the touch of personal
experience when the "pa rcel was obtained" or the sense of disappointment that
"there has not been the grea t demand for them [stamps] that was anticipated."
The final entry concerning the stamps in the official record book, after the 1847
issue was withdrawn, was a reca pitu lation of the whole amount of stamps issued
from July 1, 1847 to June 30, 1851. This statement was attes ted and signed by
Marron on September 5, 1851.

Th e official records of dates "sent" and "received" should be considered next.
The figures given earlier are taken from a photostatic copy of th e original record
book. The remarks made in 1962 by Philip Wa rd Jr . suggest that the records were
"recently found"- although their existence had been known since 1910. Th e infor
mation for the month of July 1847 had been published in the Philatelic Gazette for
Jun e 1912, and reprinted by Chase four years later . Furthermore, the statistics
were extrac ted from the record book by Robert A. Truax and published in
tabular form, covering the years 1847-1851, in Postal Markings of th e United
State, 1847-1851, edited by Mannel Hahn (1938). Th is compilation, though ex
tremely handy, must be carefully used: the data for the fiscal year 1847-1848 are
given in four columns headed "Town," "Da te First Supplied," "Total 5c," and
"Total lOc." The date given for each post office repr esents that on which
supplies were first sent, bu t the totals for eac h denomination cover the entire
fiscal year through June 30, 1848, not just the shipment for the date specified. If
Ward based his comments on first-hand observation of the records , why did he
erroneously give the whole year totals for New York City, exactly as they appear
in Postal Markings? Nor do the actual records say anywhere that the first ship
ments were made from Washingto n, or by what means they were made. It is very
unfortunate that Ward misled many other students by the implication that his
unfounded statements were bas ed on the actua l records , especially when the
record s were not then readil y available to others. The final iron y is that the
photostat ic copy of the record book was included in the thi rd Ward lib rary sale
in 1967.

Once the pr econception that the stamps were in Was hing ton on July 1 is
set aside , the table of dates and post offices form a logical pattern. On July 1
Marron, already in possession of the first printing order , called at the New
York City Post Office and left the first allotme nt of the 1847 stamps. The same
day-as soon as possible after he had finished his business at New York
Marron departed for Boston , carrying the rest of the first order with him. By
reference to the calendar, the dates of stamp receipt, and a mental image of the
East Coast , we can follow the agent on his tra vels. Th ere was no through railro ad
from New York to Boston : the qui ckest route was that by which the Express mail s
between the two cities were carried. The first part of the journey was ac
complished by an overn ight steamer trip of 125 miles from New York Cit y across
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Long Island Sound to Stonington, Conn. F rom Stonington the trip continued on
th e "Stoning ton" R. H. for 48 miles to Provid en ce, and, fina lly, after tr ansfer across
Pro viden ce harbor, by the Boston & Providence B. H. for the remainin g 43 miles
into Boston. The entire journey required about 16 hour s, and involved an early
afternoon dep arture from the pier in New York Cit y.

Marron reached Boston sometime on July 2 in tim e to deliver the first stamp
supp lies th at day, whic h was Frid ay. He stayed in Boston over the weekend;
severa l likely reasons for th e interruption in his journey may be suggested. He
may ha ve had additional business to conduct at the Boston Post Offi ce, such as
explaining to th e postmaster and clerks how the new stamps and stamped mail
were to be ente red in their acco unts . The fact that Jul y 4 was both a Sunday and
a holiday may have made wee kend travel impracti cal. Or perhaps Marron was
just thankful for an opportunity to recuperate from th e stre nuous activ ities of the
past few days.

Marron must have left Boston by mid-afternoon of Monday th e 5th in order
to mak e the reverse journey arriving back in New York on th e morning of Tu esday
th e 6th . He would have had to push on lat er that day with little pause-it would
take him another five or six hours to complete the trip to Philadelphia. From th e
records we know he arrived there in tim e to visit the Philadelphia Post Office
on July 7, a Wednesday, and leave th eir stamp supply. Most of Thursday must
have been spe nt travelling from Philadelphia ba ck to vVashin gton-a 7J~ hour
journey by railroad. The half hour stopover at Baltimore was, however , too bri ef
to permit a visit to th e post offi ce th ere. Because there was no through line, each
segment of a journey at thi s period usually involved an inde pe nde nt railroad com
pany, entailing physical transfer from on e train to an other , and often from one
sta tion to another.

On Friday the 9th, Mar ron deliver ed the balan ce of the first printing to the
Post Offi ce D ep artment in Washing ton, much relieved, I imagine, that the
enervating trip was over an d the valuab le stamps safe ly in th e custody of the
Dep artment. Someone-probabl y an ord inary messenger-took stamps to Balti
more in person on the 16th; an additiona l supply was sent by mail on the 22nd,
but th ese details do not alt er th e estab lishe d pattern. From the tim e of Marron's
return to W ashingt on the remainder of the first printing was bein g sorted, divid ed ,
apportioned, and processed for the shipme nts that began to go, out by mail on
July 29.

The deliveri es to th e first five post offices as recon structed ab ove were in
person. It was naive ever to suppose th at they we re made by mail. Th e Post
Office Departmen t was too familiar with the alarms , dela ys, losses, and failures
of the postal service to entrus t $50,000 worth of st amps to th e mails. A compa rison
of the value of the stamps delivered by Marron in person to the New York City
Post Office with that of tho se mailed to va rious offices on the 29th provides strik
ing confirmation: New York received $5,000 worth; the others (except New
Orleans ) $100 each.

Some readers ma y be misled, too, by visions of a "shipme nt" consistin g of
several large boxes. The first printing comprised 8,000 pan es or 4,000 shee ts. In
his Postage Stamps and Postal Hist ory of Canada Winthrop Boggs cited the fol
lowing information from an article on the Willcox Paper Mill , suppliers of bank
pap er to Rawdon, Wright, Hat ch and Edson.!" A sheet of banknote paper meas
ur ed approxima te ly 14)4 x 16:li inches, about the same area as a stamp sheet , though
differing in dimensions. The weight varied with the thi ckn ess, ra nging from 12
to 18 pounds per 1,000 sheets. Thus th e maximum weight of the first printing
was 72 pounds; a more likely figure is 60 pounds, cer ta inly not excessive for a
man to carry. The language of th e Postm aster General's report should also be
noted -the phrase "a par cel . . . amounting to $50,000" suggests something read i
ly portable.

From th e tim etable of eve nts it is appa rent that th e Post Offi ce Dep artment,
although anxious to ma ke th e stamps available promptly, felt no special urgen cy
about supplying all major post offices by Jul y 1. Had this been their objective,
more agents could have been employe d. The Department would have conside red
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such duplicati on of effort an unnecessary and unju stified expense. They were
content to have stamps available at th e country's principal post office on Jul y 1.

Absolute pr oof that the stamps were sold at th e New York Cit y Post Office
on July 1, 1847, may never be establishe d unless a July 1 cover or other docu
mentati on can be produced, but the preponderance of evidence supports this
belief. There is no longer any serious justification (if there ever was ) for doubt
ing th e official record book. Robert Morris was an enthusiastic advocate of
adhesive postage and had introduced the New York stamp within two months of
becoming postmaster in May 1845. His sta ff was fam iliar with the stamp concept
and experienced in handling stamped mail. Morri s was aware of Marron's
presence in New York and knew that delivery of the stamps was imminent. He
was surely prepared to receive them and make them ava ilable as quickly as
possible. Boston got stamps on July 2; in order for Marro n to reach th ere he had to
leave New York early on July 1. Th at means th at he took supplies to th e New
York City Post Office as soon on Jul y 1 as convenient-certainly before noon.
There was ample time for Morris to make any needed records and place the
stamps on sale by noon or sooner. No doubt letters with th e new stamps were
mailed and poshnarked on Jul y 1; whether any have survived to th e present is
the yet unanswerable qu estion.

Figure 2. A folded leiter mailed at Washington on January 23, 1847, from the Dead Leiter Office and franked
by J. Marron.

About John Mar ron- who has had greatness suddenly thrust upon him
I have so far discovered little. Hi s name is not in the Dictionary of American
Biography or the Biographical Directory of Congress; he was probably a career
postal official, rather th an a political appointee . This seems likely in view of the
fact th at Marron is listed in the Federal Registers for 1843 and 1851 as an
employe of th e Post Office Dep artment. In 1843 he had been Chief Clerk for at
least two years, and in 1846 was put in charge of th e Finance Division. In 1851 he
still had th e position of Third Assistant Postm aster General. The Registers pro vide
only a few more isolated facts: he was appointed to the post office from the
sta te of Georgia, and was a native of Ireland.

From the stea dy progress of Marron's career, the language of his report, and
the appearance of his handwriting (see Figure 2) , we may surmise th at he
was a person of conside rable educa tion and attainment-one who made th e pro
fessional records his office required and perhap s kept personal ones , too. Are
Marron's letter-bo oks among the still unpublished records in the National
Archives? Had he studied with professional interest and approval the postal re
forms in the British Isles an d th e introduction of adhesive stamps th ere? Does
some evide nce of Marron's journey in Jul y 1847 surv ive? Are th ere old accounts
or vouchers of his travelling expe nses in some dusty file? Is his signature on the
faded ledger of some Boston inn ?
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Some of you may help supply the answers. I wonder, too, whether John
Marron, trudging with his package across Manhattan , bo arding the stea mer, en
during the delays, and discomfort s, and tedium of the wea ry miles to Boston,
and Philadelphia,- and Washington, was concerned only with a hot meal and a
nigh t's lodging at th e day's end; or whe the r he was awa re of the historic sig
nificance of his mission. I like to th ink he was .

Footnotes
I H istory of th e Postage Siam ps oj th e U n ite d Stat es . pp . 77·78.
2 Posta ge Stamps of th e Unite d Stal es, p . 62.
;{ Dr. Carroll Chase. "T he Un ited States 1847 Issu e." Ph ilatelic Ga zette, VI . 167·169 (J unc

l !JIG) .
4 Classic Un ite d Stat es St umps, p. I.
5 Virtua lly the same re ma rks arc made in T h e 18-1 i Issue of Unite d Sta les Stamps, pp. 8·9;

Th e 19t1l Century Postage Stam ps of th e Un ite d Slates , I . 10·11; a nd Th e United Sta les Postage
Slamj)s of th e 19t1l Cen lury, I . 10· 12.

6 Sp ecial Service, pp . 112·11 3.
7 " U. S. Notes a nd Co mm en ts." A[ek eel's IVeekl y Sta mj) N ews, March 30. 1962.
8 The full or parti al tcxt is print ed in both edi tio ns of Brookman o n 19th cent u ry sta m ps.

T en Decad es Ago, Brazer, Chronicle 71:122. and prob abl y elsewhere.
!J Clarence \V. Braz er, A Hist orical Catalog of th e U. S. Stanu) Essays & Proofs: th e 18-17

Issue, p. 7.
1 0 \ Vinth rop S. Boggs. T ell Decad es Ago, p . 26.
11 Ibid. , p . 27; a lso Postmaster R obert M or ris of N . Y ., pp . 25·26 & Pl at e 22.
12 Rep ort of Postm aster Gcncra l , qu ot ed in T ell Decad es Ago, p . 27; Br aze r, p . 7.
l :l "Rob er t H . Morris' Letter Book of 1847-1848," Collectors cu » Philat el ist , XXXV. 62

(March 1956).
14 Post m aster R o bert M orris of N. Y ., p. 26.
15 Laws and R egulat ion s [or th e Governmen t of th e Post Office Depart m ent (1847) , PI' .

34-35 (firs t sect ion) .
1 6 iua.. p . 84.
17 I bid. , pp. 4-5 (second sectio n) .
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WANTED
CLASSIC 19th Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS- EXPRESSES

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or fo r
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
UNIQUE 1847 COVER
Your serious consideration is hereby solicited by the owners in

the sale of the only known and exis ting (and possibly ever to exist)
second-day cover (and conceivably a first-day cover as evidenced from
the document there in) of the first U. S. Issue. Without a doubt this
incomparable cover and its equally incomparable accompanying 5
page document could be the epitome of any or all classic issues ever
to be offered - including the British gems which realized amounts in
the six-figure bracket. Certainly, from the standpoint of rarity of
earliest known use of our first general postage-stamp issue , the rarity
of this particular 1847 Cover is at least equa l to the famous Mauritius
cover.

In time, once it has gained full world-wide notoriety, and due to
its beauty and especially due to its overwhelming U. S. historical and
philatelic significance, it eventually may be monetarily valued as
po ssibly one of the most treasured philatelic inve stme nts ever offered .

PLEASE ADDRESS ALL INQUIRIES TO:

HARRY D. 'MARK
324 OBER BLDG. INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46204

TELE: (317) 636-9500
Old U.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised
AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING
Pap er Back, Postpaid $ 7.00
Hard Cover, Postpaid 10 .00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
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THE 1851 -60 PERIOD

THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS III, Asso c. Editor
THE 5c STAMP OF 1856-COMMENTS,
UP-DATING, AND A NEW THEORY

Philip E. Baker, RA No. 53

The 5c Jefferson stamp of ]856 has been the sub ject of many articles over the
yea rs by leading philatelic authorities. Two principal opinions were advanced as
to the reason for issuance; the late Stanley B. Ashbrook stated the stamp was to
pay the 5c intern al postage on foreign mail , while Elliott Perry maintains the
stamp was originally intended to pay the 5c reg istration fee but was available for
other purposes. At thi s time, 116 years after issue date, the ma tter apparently has
not as yet been defin itely resolved. This ar ticle is being written in order to
pr esent ad ditional comments on the problem, up-date and centra lize general
information pertaining to the stamp th at has appeared in various sources, and
furnish personal opinions and a new theory in regard to the stamp.

U.S. Internal Rate
Before proceeding, comments regarding the internal rate are necessary. This

term applies only to the intern al U.S. portion of th e total postage rate on foreign
letters and is synonymous with inland and "shore to ship" ("ship to shore" wh en
referring to an incoming letter ). I pr efer th e term "internal rate." This rate was
establishe d at 5c per half ounce und er terms of th e U.S.-British Treaty pro
claim ed and thus effec tive on Feb ruary 15, 1849, and was continued under the
Act of March 3, 1851, Section 1, effective July 1, 1851, and Postal Laws & Regula
tions of 1852, Chapter 18. Multiple rates are recognized , but are of no concern
here. ( Note- a complete treatment of actual overall postage rates for for eign
countries and postal arran gements is contained in George E. Hargest, History of
Letter Post Communication Between the United Stat es and Etll'Ope-1845-1875.
This excellent publication was released in early 1971; reference to it is indicated by
"Ha rges t", wi th his kind pennission .) Pr ep ayment of th e .5c internal rate was com
pulsory, except to Great Britain and Ireland, and various cities and countries of
Europe wh en carried by the Bremen line. Depend ing upon the rou ting to desti
nation and circumstances, in ma ny cases the send er had the option of full prepay
ment, prep ayment of U.S. internal rate only, or sending the letter wholly un paid .
Prepaid postage ra tes were payabl e in cash or stamps. Of importa nce is the fact
th at under the Act of March 3, 1855, postage sta mps on foreign mail were not
required . Postal Laws & Regulations, September 1, 1857, section 76 reit erated this
fact: "the law req uires postage on all letters, except those to foreign countries . ..
to be pr ep aid by stamps or stamped envelopes, pr ep ayment in money being pro 
hibited".

T he abo ve Acts, Treaty, and Laws furnished valid requirements for a .5c
stamp after July 1, 1851. If indeed the stamp was int ended for the int ern al rate,
why wasn 't it issued lon g before ea rly 1856? Foreign mail volum e (only that ad
dressed to Europe is of conce rn here ) was increasin g rapidly in the early years of
the 1850's. Th e gross amounts of pos tag e on letter s transported by th e three
United States subsid ized steamship lines ( Collins, Ocean Line to Bremen , &
Havre ) were $386,700, $577,600, and $633,200 for the fiscal yea rs ended June 30,
1854, 1855, and 1856 resp ectively. In fiscal 1856 th e Prussian mail postage was
$299,000, while an approxima tion only for the Cunard line was about $897,600
( these amounts were interpreted from the annua l reports of the Postmaster Gen
eral for 1855 and 1856. ) With thi s very large amount of mail , not many covers
exist today wi th a 3c and two I c stamps used to make up th e intern al rate with
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du e allowance that many letters were sent on a collect basis-including wholly
unpaid letters to Great Britain, and oth er countries whe n conveyed by the Bremen
line. Extr emely few covers are presen tly known with only a single 5c 1856 im
perforate stamp. This latter usage was applicable from March 24, 1856 ( the
ea rliest known postmarked authe ntic cover) through th e adve nt of the perforated
5c typ e I stamp, first known used on August 23, 1857, a period of seve nteen
months.
. In his annua l rep ort for 1855 ( December 3, 1855 ) Postm aster General James

Campbell ma de a specific rec omme nda tion to Congress to withdraw th e increase
in the subsidy granted the Collins line in 1852 ( Harges t, p . 113 ) . While in
favor of American lines, he indica ted thi s line was creating a monopoly having
adve rse affects upon other commercial inter ests. Congress concurred, as th e
subsidy was reduced to its orig inal amount in 1856. Note th e timing of
Campbell's report-just about the time the order for th e 5c stamp may have been
placed! Havin g kno wled ge also, du e to his position, that th e contracts of both
the Ocean and Havre lines would expire on June 30, 1857 (Hargest, p . 114 ),
would th ese factors affec t his approva l of a stamp to pay the internal rate? While
the mail contracts continued through 1856, and th e Cunard line was very mu ch
in operation, th ese points are mentioned for th eir incidental information, without
assurance of their relevan ce to the problem.

The U.S.-Fren ch Treaty of March 2, 1857, effec tive April 1, 1857, reduced
the U.S. internal rate to 3c on mail by this service, and provided for an over-all
rate per ~4 ounce letter of 15c, with prep ayment of the total postage optional. Here
is the anomalous situa tion of th e claim ed reason for issuance of the stamp- to
pay th e U. S. internal rate-becoming invalid du e to a reduction of thi s rate to
a principal country of use! It is we ll known th at foreign postal treati es took many
months of negotiation, in fact attempts leading to thi s treaty commenced origi
nally in 1849. (Harges t, p . 70) . Someone in th e Post Offi ce Department mu st ha ve
been well aware of th ese negoti ations in th e years pr eceding its actual signing,
and th at a change in th e intern al rat e might be anticip at ed. ( Pat Paragraphs,
August, 1952, section 57, p. 1933 ). (Note-while thi s treaty would appear to
reduce th e nu mber of 5c sta mps used, it actually had the opposi te effect. A very
large amount of mail was now sent to France, pa rticular ly from New Orleans,
with a strip of 3 of thi s stam p pr ep ayin g the 15c rate. Th e pr eservation of th ese
covers, or str ips detached from them, were th e major sources for collections of
thi s relatively scarce stamp.) The treaty, crea ting heavy usage of th e stamp, how
ever, wa s in no way a basis for the issua nce of the stamp; which fact occurred
over a year earlier. Based upon all the above dat a, it seems incongruous that a
5c stam p would be ordered to pay the internal rate.

Registration Fee

The Act of March 3, 1855, effective Apr il 1, 1855, is basic to thi s ar ticle, an d
thu s pertinent details are pr esented now in ord er to clar ify the comments th at
follow. The Act ( in addi tion to other pr ovisions ) provided th at pr ep ayment of
domestic postage in cash or stamps became compulsory, the use of postage stam ps
in prep ayment of domestic mail was compulsory from January 1, 1856, and
establishe d a plan for registration of valua ble letter s at a fee of 5 cen ts. Thi s
last provision became effec tive Jul y 1, 1855. ( Instructions to Postm asters and
Notice to th e Public dated May 10, 1855 issued b y th e Postmaster Genera l, illus
trated on p. 6, The United States Five Cent Stamp of 1856-61 b y Henry Hill ,
1955.) Please note the latter two vita l effective dat es; timing now becomes highly
relevant.

Ashbrook mad e th e following statements in his classic 1938 publication The
United States On e Cent Stamp of 1851-1857, p. 359:

1. It has been repeatedly sta ted that the 5c 1856 stamp was issued to pay
the registration fee, but there exists no evide nce to support such sta tements.

2. Th ere was nothing in the law pr oviding for th e use of stamps to indicate
the payment for registra tion.
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3. The 5 cents was always referred to as a fee and naturally the fee was
payable in cash.

4. There was also nothing in the instructions issued to poshnasters that
permitted them to put a 5 cent stamp on a letter to show the letter was registered .

E ach statement will be discussed in order. Th e comments will endeavor to
support my opinion that the original intention wh en the stamp was ord ered was
to have it pa y the registration fee. Available facts , knowledgeable assumptions,
and authoritative refer enc es arc used in pr esentation of this rebuttal to the
above four statements.

1. Government archives ( as far as it is known to date ) , "Congressional
Globe", th e bank note company's records, and contemporary newspap ers do
not conta in specific docum entati on as to th e ac tual reasons for the issuan ce of
th is sta mp. Obviously, with thi s lack of data, it is logical to assume there is also
no evide nce to indi cate it was issued to pay the internal rate. Discovery of such
data would immediately resolve th e matter .

2. Instructions and Post Offi ce announcem ents pertaining to the new
registry service did not mention how the fee was to be paid. Under the Act , sec
tion 3, the registry fee was considered as if it were an extra rat e of postage
and payable in stamps or cash ( Perry, letter to author, August 24, 1971). The
Aet provided that postage stamps on all pr epaid letters were compulsory from
January 1, 1856, and as registered letters had to have both postage and the
registry fee prepaid, all pr epaid letters includes them (same source) . After the
issua nce of the stamp, under existing laws and instructions to postmasters, pay
ment in cash or stamps was equa lly legal i Chronicle, 33:2-6, article on Registry
Markings of 1851-1860 by Miss Barbara Mueller containing very extensive com
ments on the probl em by PeITY) .

3. The word "fee" appears to be the crux of Ashbrook's contention that
it denotes a cash pa yment onl y. "Fee" can be defin ed as a payment for a pro
fessional or special service, or a fixed charge. In 1855, there was no other prac
tical way to pay such charges except in cash. The wording of the Act (which
nowhere contained th e word "cash") may have intended to emphasize this
special charge as being in addition to postage for the extra service rendered.
Bear in mind the Act was passed many months prior to the issuance of this
stamp. Further, the Act did not contain an y provision for the later issuance of
a 5c stamp; it didn't have to, as that was the prerogativ e of the Postmaster Gen
eral who had been given thi s authority. When stamps on domestic mail be
cam e compulsory on Janu ar y 1, 1856, the exercise of this authority led to the
issuance of the stamp, soon after th is date. At that mom ent, the fee could now
be paid by a 5c stamp.

The Post Office Department apparently has never defin ed the meaning
of "fee ", using th e word to imply that payment by either stamps or cash was
valid. Th e two 1851 Carrier stamps issued to pay such fees come to mind. The
1852 Postal Laws & Regulations, section 120 (also oth er editions ) states in re
gard to the l c Way Fee: "the postmaster will pa y the mail carrier one cent if
demanded for each way letter which he delivers to him , and add that cent to the
ordinary postage on the letter". The carrier was paid in cash, reimbursed from
his collection of the fee, but l c postage stamps certainly were used to pr epay
the way fee in many cases. Ashbrook (p . 210 ) states, "payment was mad e . . . by
cash or a l c stamp". Further , the ma ny semi-official letter carrier stamps were
issued to prepay carrier fees, and occas ionally l c postage stamps were used for
that purpose. Th ese examples positively prove that stamps were used to pay fees
for these special ser vices. Even today registr y and special delivery fees are
paid by stamps, while mon ey order fees are paid in cash .

4. On th e effecti ve date of registration service, Jul y 1, 1855, there were
no 5c stamps available. Lower values were on hand, but as this was a new
service ( previous arrangements were set up by a few local postmasters) , com
plet e instructions would obviously await experience. If they were promulgated
after th e issuance of the stamp, they would then be af ter the fact. Further,
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the actua l regis tra tion process was perform ed by reco rding the letter in a rec
ord book and detaching a receipt from same, not by placement of a stamp on
such a letter by either the writer or the postmaster. As pr eviously stated, the
stamp when issued was intended to evide nce "an additional payment of a sum
which was thought sufficient to justify that additional lab or."

General Information

Th e motive for the orderin g and issuance of thi s stamp was to pay the
registry fee. Thi s service was increasing rapidly; revenues for the fiscal year
ended June 30, 1856 were $31,466, equivalent to 629,320 letters! Post Offices on
the same date numbered over 25,500, an increase of abou t 5,800 offices in 5
years. Registry service applied to every post office. However , an enigma now
arises-the almost complete lack of covers showing such usage. Pra ctically all
such mail was sent to merchants, lawyers, and bankers. Thus chances of sur 
vival were very slight. Earlier collectors, discovering such material, saved the
stamp, not the cover. While not origin al, this last sentence deserves mention .
However, there are two well known authentic covers- both from Alba ny, N.Y.
one dated Novemb er 7, the oth er dated July 12 (both believed to be 1857 ) as
they carry a registration number in the upper left corne r corresponding to the
number in the receipt book as pr escribed by Postal Laws & Regulations-1857,
section 386, which superseded the 1855 regulations (section 347) forbidding any
markings. Albany certainly was not a rural office ignorant of regulations. (These
covers are illustrated in Hill , p . 7. One of these covers is presentl y in the Albany
Institute of History & Arts. )

Figure 1. Apropos to Mr. Baker's article on the 5c stamp. we illustrate here a coyer showing the use of the
perforated 5c stamp to pay the registry fee . The photo is supplied by Mr. Elliott Perry , who states it is
the only such use he has seen. It is belieyed that the coyer was mailed on Feb. 2, 1861.

Th e number of imperforate 5c stamps issued is sub ject to doubt, due to
the unavailability of such information in the annual reports of the Postmaster
Genera l from 1853 to 1859, or from other reliable sources. Th e figur e generally
seen, and evidently copied from source to source, is "estimated at 150,000." In
my opinion, considerably more stamps were issued even tho ugh the ent ire is
sue was far less than the originally anticipated usage. If only 10 stamps were
sent initi ally to all post offices, over 250,000 would have been required. However,
it is doubtful that all offices received them, a wild guess would sugges t less
than 10%. Es timates, without supportin g data, at best would only be pure con
jecture, but 250,000 to 300,000 appears to be a more likely figure , primarily
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used from ma jor port citi es during their period of use of approximately 18
mon ths.

Attemp ts to ascertain when the plate was made-to further over-all knowl
edge-were no t fruitfu l. T he only data ava ilable is an unproved sta tement b y
Hill (p . 40 ) th at the plate was mad e in the lat er part of 1855, and a table show
ing the sequence wh en all plates were mad e in thi s period , with a probable
date as bet ween Januar y and March , 1856, authored by Mrs. C. J. Hanus
( U. S. Perforation Centennial Book, 1957, p . 60 ) . Plate 1 was unique- a four re
lief transfer roll being used in its manufactur e, bein g the first such usage on
an y 1851-57 postage stamp plate. This exceptional information was developed
by Earl Oakley (Chronicle, 45 :14-18 ) in an article entitled "T he Five Cent
1856-60 Plate One Stamps" wh ich completely descr ibes and illustrates the
four reliefs.

A New Theory

The Act of 1855, Section 3, states ". . . as well as a registra tion fee of 5c . .. to
be acco unted for . . . ". A circular dated Ma y 10, 1855 sta tes "accounts of regis
tered letters are legib ly and accurately kep t ... full and perfect transcripts of
such acco unts with the letter bill s pert aining to them ... ". ( Hill, p. 6 ). Th e
key words here are "accounted" and "accounts". Obviously, clerks had to make
a str ict accounting, on pr escrib ed for ms, for each 5e in cash received in pay
ment of registry fees. These forms provided departmental records, issuance of
receip ts, and furnished the basis for calculation of the postmaster's compensa
tion for handling the letter. This amount is believed to be 80% ( thus, 4 cents ) ,
whi ch ra tes ar e known to apply in 1859 and assumed to be th e same earlier.
Wh en the 5c stam p came on the scene , imagin e a clerk's constern ation in at
temptin g to collect this 4 cents when a letter was handed him already prepaid
with a 5c stamp plus applicab le postage, which stamp was bought pr eviously at
his or any other post office! When brough t to the atten tion of the Postm aster
Genera l, imagin e his quanda ry in trying to settle th e bookkeeping problems now
arising in attempting to recoup this compensation. Evid ently the diffi culti es in
reconciling the accounts between individu al pos tmasters an d the dep artment
were insurmountable. Influences were apparently quickly exerted to revert back
to the cash payment idea , and instructions were so given. Whether or not an
option now existed is no t known . Thus, new circumstances altered the actual
use (as distin gui shed from original inten tion ) of the sta mp. T here is no proof
to back up this theory, but considerable thought has been given to it, an d it
fits in with some known fac ts.

Further information on return registered letter bill s might clarify th e
accounting treatment for cash received. One such bill is illustrated in an ar ticle
by Richard Graham ( Chronicle, 41:5), and the Posta l Laws & Regulations, 1859,
sect ions 445 & 447 refer to them (earlier laws may also do so) , but lacking mor e
complete dat a, other comments canno t be mad e.

As circumstances ap parently altered the plan ned use of the sta mp, wha t was
to be done with those stamps already printed and issued? Th ey wou ld be a grea t
conv enience on foreign letters to pay the 5c internal rate in lieu of two 1c and
one 3c stamp. Certain quite rare dom estic usage would also app ly. Accordingly,
their greatest use (prior to April 1, 1857 ) was to pa y the internal ra te. ( Note
please don't think I ha ve just refu ted my own argument. It is recognized th at
the stamp was used prim arily as just stated , but the origina l reason for issuance
was to pay the registration fee. ) Even though conditions int ervened against regis
try use ( the two Albany covers may be exceptions), the stamps ( including
both perforated types, type II first known used on March 4, 1860 ) remain ed
legal and valid for such purpose throughout the period of their availability until
demonetized very soon after the arrival of the new 1861 issue at each post office
in the lat er part of the year.

Source mat erial, some of which is very difficult to ob tain, is fully described
in the text when referen ce to it is first mad e.
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CIRCULAR PAID

In Chronicle 72: 199 we illustrated a wrapper bearing an imp erforate l c
tied by a New York townmark that also had a red "Circular Paid" handstamp.
It was pointed out that in the past such handstamps were believed to have been
applied by the mailer as justification for the lower pr inted circular rate rather
than by the post office. But the handstamps that had come to our attention in
the past had not included the word "Paid", raising the qu estion of whether this
particular handstamp might ind eed have been applied at the New York post
office.

As usual, our memb ersh ip generously responded with information from their
collections. Covers with identical markings have been reported by Dr. Gary A.
McIntyre, Frank S. Landers and Robert R. Hegland. Each is dated between
March and May, 1853, and each originated at C. W. Field & Co. In addition,
Robert L. Kuehne and William H. Hatton report a cover with the wording
"Circular./Postage Paid." preprinted on the envelope . From th ese reports, and
one received by Calvet Hahn, it is obvious that there is no special meaning in
the word "Paid" contained in these handstamps and that they did, in fact,
originate with the mailer and not with the post office.
N EWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED W ITH U. S. MAILS

R ep ort ed
By

Used
lV ith

Referen ces to USPlIJ in th e Ch ron icle refe r to Socie ty-sponsored book , U. S. Postal Ma rkings
and R elated Mail Seruices by T racy W. Simpson .

Il lust ration USPM Descript ion
No. Sch edule (Dim ellSio ns ill millim eters)

A A-I Ken tucky
SOUT H -UN ION / KENTUCKY/ D dl-b sl 45x20 U IO

(T his tracing shows the alte rn a te position
of the dat e and word KENT UCKY in
the marking. The illustration in USPlIJ
shows th e dat e in th e m iddle and KEN-
TUCKY at the bottom ; it is correct except
th a t KENT UC KY should have slanting
letters, and a hyphen shou ld ap pear he-
tween SOUTH an d UNION.)

B A-2 Ill in ois
WAT AGA,/O/ILLI NOI S K2-35 S2

(Previously listed but not illust rat ed ) .

C A-2 N ew York
CALLIC OON DEPO/O/ NY K6-36 S3

T he "1''' of "DEPOT " has definitely been
delet ed ; it is spe lled Callicoo n Dep ot in
1852 and Collicoo n Depot in 1857.

Not A-8 (b) SPA RTA GE O / D/3 PAID C-33 S2
illustr ated ("3 PAID " is stra igh t lin e stock style) .

n A-8 (b) NE W ·YO R K/ D/ PA ID 3 Cts. C-31 S2
See text

E A-13 M ichigan
T hree Oaks L24-approx. 20x2 1, th ree oaks. Nesb itt

A. T. Atkins

R . J. N unge

L. L. Downing

R. J. Nu uge

M. F. H op kin s

R . K. Waite

F - A -)4 (c) Pennsyl vania
New Gali lee M -IO-18Y2 encircled wit h dots

below. S5 R . K. Waite

G

H

A-16

A-21

A·27 (c)

Penn syl va n ia
Ne w Ga lilee N-7-19 mo and day

KEY (WEST? ) FLA / D/FREE C-33
T he cover on whi ch thi s repor t is based is
add ressed to Ma ine and also bea rs a sma ll
blue "SH I P" handstamp.

D UE/I / CENT 18xl 6
Carlisle, Pa.

II is beli eved th is marking was ap p lied to
co llect th e ad vertisin g fcc.

S5

S5

S5

R. K. Waite

H. S. Nowak

J. A. Fa rring ton
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NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. S. MAILS

SOUTH-UNION
KENTUCKY

MAR 19

A ·

:B.
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NEW YORK PAID 3 CTS.

The 31 mm. townmark NEW YORK/D/PAID 3 Cts . was much used in
the pre- 1856 period for prepaid stampless letters, but apparently was not used
erroneously for cancelling stamps, as were so many similar townmarks. Pre paid
stampless let ters with the marking are well known forwarded by adding a 3c
stamp, but the marking and stamp applied at the start have not heretofore been
reported. Ashbrook reports the marking (T he United States One Cent Stamp of
1851-1857, Vol. II, p .1l3, Plate 44A, Type Q ) but says it is not known on the 3c
stamp. Similarly, it was not listed in USPM becaus e of its association only with
stampless letters.

Figu re 2

The marking now acquires new status, reported by Mr. M. F . Hopk ins by
his cover (shown in Figure 2) on which the marking in red ties a 3c stamp,
which is also tied with a red grid. Th e probable explanation is that the firm
prepared a lot of mail (perhaps circular -typ e ) , had the covers stamped and then
took them to the postoffice, wh ere it was found they were too heavy for a single
rate. Th e stampless prepaid 3c marking was then applied as the quickest way of
caring for the situation.
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
UNUSUAL WASHINGTON CORK KILLERS
In Chronicle No. 70, pages 88 and 89, we discussed a segmented geome tric

cork killer of Was hington, D.C., which was used in the Fall of 1862. On e
of th e usages was on a cover bearing one of the two known copies of the 126th
Pa . Reg. carrier adhesive label or stamp (?) whi ch was illustrated as Fig. 1
on page 88 of Chronicle No. 70. In Chronicle No. 71, we reported, ba sed upon
a report from Mr. William R. Weiss, Jr. , that thi s same cork killer is known
as a cance llation, presum abl y experime nta l, on various Black Jack trial color
proofs. In both issues, we asked for fur ther reports of th e use of this killer , in
either usage. Incidently, the killer is shown as item No. 18 on Plate "A" on page
89 of Chronicle No. 70.

We have had no further word on either the 126th Pa. Reg. Carrier lab el or
the experimental use on th e Black Jack proofs. However , Mr. Georg e N. Malpass
has sent us a ph oto (see Fig "A") of a cover showing another use of the cork
killer , th is tim e on a patriotic cover dated Aug. 21, 1862 from Washington, using
the sam e typ e cancel as appears on the other covers. Th ere is no evidence, how
ever, that the cover originated with troops in the field , although the Period
Editor considers such likely.

Figure "A"
INTERESTING AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS
W e hav e another group of auction descriptions whi ch seem worth discussion

in these pages. Let us list a few of th em:

Under Issu e of 1861 . .. Lot No. YYY (Col'er symbol) #65 3c. sgl., l\IS cance l. on
Fi ne cvr .• blu e ova l hdstp , NORT H MO U NT AI N, B & 0 R R , some let ters at B.
partl y Illegible, UN LISTED R EM EL E estimated D
Lot. No . VV " RA IL RO AD \VA Y" in b lack ova l #65 Detro it , Mich . Not tied to
R ipon. Wis . Scarce marking . n listed in Rcmclc. (Photo) Est 40.- 50.00

Th e int erestin g part of both these descriptions is that the covers bear Scott's
No. 65, the 3c 1861 stamp, and the sta tement is th en made that the marking is
"unlisted in Remele.' W e wish to point out that there are a great man y other
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items also unlisted in Remele, such as R.P.O. covers with banknote stamps, for
example. Covers from the period 1837-61 are all that Rem ele does list , and
covers bearing Scott No. 65 or lat er stamps are, with one major and one very
minor exception, not include d. The "minor exception" is th e period between
Aug. 19 and Sept. 1, 1861, th e latter date being, acco rding to th e "Foreword"
section of Remele (page 2) the limit of the period covered. The ma jor exception
stems from th e fact th at th e periods of usage of postal markings rarely coincide
with the periods of usage of our postage stamps. Consequently, many of the mark
ings in use in the latter part of th e 1851-61 stam p period continued in use during
the 1861 period,

Th e point of this comme ntary is that if Remele or Towle-Meyer is to be
used as a reference, then the proper book should be consulted. The Towle-Meyer
book takes up whe re the Remele one leaves off, and the peri ods covered are keyed
to the stamps used as well as th e yea rs. The fact th at a cover bearing an 1861
issue stamp is unli sted in Remele means absolutely nothing, and should not be
taken as an indication that the particular item is rar e or unusual, when used in
a later period, For tho se not having th e Towle-Meyer work available, we can
only point out that th e Chronicle carries frequent advertisements advising from
where and how and at what price this book ma y be purchased. It is still avail 
abl e, and, in fact, we have no doubt that it ma y be purchas ed from the very auc
tion houses whos e descriptions are mentioned above. If they do not have it in
stock, that can easily be remedi ed.

Here are two more descriptions with interpretiv e errors, or so we suspect:

Lot No . XXX (cover symbol) SH IP ISLAND , V.F., Sold ier's Let ter, 1862 ("wind
a lmost blowed u s to rebel's shore") , SH I I' ISLAND MISS. in MS, ADVE RTISED
& fancy STAR, censor's hdstpd . signa ture, str, lin e "DUE 3", a ll hdstpd . in
blk Est. E.
Lo t No. ZZZ (cover symbo l) U.S. SH IP 3ct5., V.F. stpls., hd stp. partly illegib le,
let ter headed Q UAR ANTI N E STATION LO U(isvill e), 1862, di scusses taking of
R iver fort s; scarce " in land Naval let ter") Est . B

In cover lot XXX, we have one particular quarrel with the description, although
the writer wou ld have appreciated the date being given for the MS mark ing.
The ob jection we have is that th e handstamped signature on what is describ ed
as a "soldier's letter" is described as a "censor's" hands tamped signature. If the
cover, as describ ed , is a Civil War certified sold ier's letter, so th at it could be
sent through the domestic mails unpaid (see Chronicle 47;17-21) th en accord
ing to th e P. L. & R., the cover required th e signa ture of an officer of the regiment.
This signature, called a certification to the effect th e cover was a bonafide
soldier's letter, is quite probabl y the handstamp describ ed , and to call it a "cen
sor's" signature, is incorrect. No censorship of any sort was involved here; the
censorship process involves examina tion of contents or at least approval of such
for oth er than postal reasons. The letter , if a bonafide soldier 's letter, is simply a
letter from a soldier in the reg iment of th e officer whose signature the item bore.
We do not understand wh y the describer would call thi s handstamp a censor
mark.

In the Twenty Eighth American Philat elic Congress book, th e writer had
an ar ticle concern ing Ship Island in the Civil War. The article illustrated th e
cover shown as Fi g. "B" with thi s commentary. Th e cover almost fits th e descrip
tion of lot XXX, except that it lacks th e fancy star noted therein , and it is a
patriotic cover , whi ch fact would not have gone witho ut comment in the auction
description. Across the face of th e Colonel port rayed in the patriotic is th e hand
stamped signature readi ng "E. F . Jones/ Colonel Mass. 26th." It will be in
teresting to learn if this is the same handstamped signa ture on both covers, which
we believe to be th e case. If so, then we know thi s is merely a handstamped
soldier 's letter certification ra ther than a rar e marking indicat ing censorship. We
are well aware of the history of the 26th Mass., comman ded by Col. Jones, and
many such soldier's letters from Ship Island exist bearing this same handstamp,

There is nothing wrong with indicating the cover has a handstamped sig
nature, but it would be far bet ter description to simply quote the signature than
to int erpret it, whe n the interpretat ion may be in error.
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Figure B. Cover from Ship Island , Miss., w ith handstamped " Colonel E. F. Jones/Mass. 26th ." soldier's leller
certif icat ion signature. Photo by H. A. Meyer . From the collection of Geo rge Malpass.

In Lot ZZZ, we have no need to qu estion whether a cover with a partially
illegible postal marking should be described as "V. F~"- the potential buyer is
aware of the fact of the partially illegibl e marking. What we qu estion is how
th e describer knows the "LOU" in the legend QUARANTINE STATION
LOU (isville) means "Louisville" and that th e cover is an "inland Naval letter ."
- whatever that ma y be. Th e only kind of cover that may be properly described
as a Civil 'War " aval Letter" is the counterpart of the Civil War "Soldier's Let
ter ," but such unpaid du e letters, bearing th e signa ture of the execut ive officer
of a naval vessel may have been from anywh ere th e 1 avy happened to send its
ships-inland (on the rivers, presumably ), to abroa d or along the coasts on
blockade. And , we have no knowled ge of a Civil W ar Quarantine Station at
Louis ville, but we do know th ere was one at a point about six or eight miles
above Forts St. Philip and Jackson, in Louisiana on the Mississippi River, below
New Orleans. These two River forts were taken in April, 1862, and covers bearing
the marking U. S. Ship are known from Farragut's ships as far up th e Mississippi
as Vicksburg, aft er New Orleans fell. Cons equently, we pr efer for the "LOU" of
the descr iption, "Louisiana" rather than "Louisville", and , again, we have to
quarrel with interpretation far more than description . Furthermore, we have never
seen a U. S. Ship cover from fur ther up the River than Farragut's ships went,
which was Vicksburg-and these are very rare.

As always, the problem is int erpretation. W hat is wrong with simply stat
ing the fact s in an auction descr ipt ion, and letting th e readers do the interpreta
tion? Such a process would inform the readers more, mislead them less, caus e
fewer lots returned as misdescribed ( the bane of every auction hous e ) and, we
believe, produce stiffer competition in the long run-with more revenue for th e
auction house.
WAY MARKINGS
R. B. Graham

Plate XIII illustrates a portion of th e "way" markings from th e records of
the late Henry A. Meyer.

The marking "way" indicates a loose letter , given to a contract mail carrier
somewhere alon g his route, and th e marking was normally used to indicate pay
ment of a fee to th e carrier for delivering th e letter to th e post office. During a
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considerable portion of the life of the "way" letter , as defined by regulations ,
the fee paid th e carried was passed along as a due charge to the person receivin g
the lett er.

Way letters were first defined by Postmaster General Joseph Habersham
( 1795.1801) as follows :

" 'ay le tt er s a re suc h le tters as a rc received by a mai l carrier on hi s way between
post offi ces and wh ich he is 10 deliver a t th e first post office which he comes to ;
an d th c postmaster is to enquire o r him at what pla ces he received th em , and in
his p ost bills cha rge th e po stagc [rom those respec tive pla ces to the offi ccs at whi ch
th cy arc to be fin all y deli vered : writing the word 'WAY' against suc h cha rges in
his bills. The word ' WAY' is also to be written upon eac h 'WAY LE'r -rER.'

Th e act of March 2, 1799, Section 13, authorized postmasters to pay mail
ca rriers 1 cent for each way letter turned in. Th e way letter fee was finally
eliminated b y th e act of March 3, 1863, Section 31, which stated ", . . 1 0 fees
shall be allowed for letters collect ed by a carrier on a mail route." In these
paragraphs, th e word "carrier" is not to be confused with the city letter carrier ,
but rather means th e contract mail carrier between post offices over established
postal routes . In th e early da ys, such a carrier wou ld be a post rider, or a driver
of a stage coach whose owner had a mail carrying contract. Later , wh en the
steamboat came, and slightly later still, with the advent of the railroad, th ese
modes of transportation replaced the post rider and stagecoach, and later , were
th emselves replaced . But th e one thing common to all was that mail was carried
in locked pouches, to which the conveyance operator had no key. Letters handed
to him could not be placed in the postbag, but rather had to be turned in at the
next post office on th e route. Thi s is the 'VAY letter , as we know it.

The W AY letter is easily confused with th e city carrier letter, because of
th e l c fee common to both during certain periods. It is also often confused with
th e STEAMBOAT letter marking, which is quite similar, except that the latter ,
like th e ship letter marking, was applied to lett ers turned in at the post office by
captains of vessels not having a mail carrying contrac t. To add a bit more con 
fusion , many of th e bo at s havin g contracts also carri ed a route agent, who could
accept mail and had acc ess to the "local" postbag, so loose letters handed to him
would not receive a "STEAM" or "STEAMBOAT" marking ( the two markings
mean exactly th e sam e) but, instead, would receive the route agent's handstamp,
and there was no additional fee on the letter.

Although these class es of origin markings were all substantially alt ered by
th e act of Mar. 3, 1863, th e alt erations were not wid ely circulated during th e
Civil War, since no formal issue of the P. L. & R. took pla ce between 1859 and
1866. And th e 1866 issue was extremely confusing, as might be guessed from
th e following, which note prefac es the text ;

This com p ila tio n or th c Postal Laws is thc fir st that has been made since 1859.
During th c last six yea rs, t her e has been mu ch lcgislation hy Congrcss, th at appears
to have been in te nde d to cover or sup ply p rovision s or laws previou sly enacted: but
it ha s 1I0t been deem ed sale to om it all)' lau is or sect io ns that hnue not been /JOsit ively
repealed or s fI/J/d ied b)' lat e r enact men ts.

In other words, the new 1866 P. L. & R. included both the new and old
regulations and laws pertaining to SHIP, STEAM and WAY letters , and prob
ably, also , th e old carrier regulations. It is to this fact that this writer attributes
th e rather large amount of covers and markings that apparently extend th e old
regulations long after th e Civil War,

The Meyer records apply only to mails carried over domestic waterways,
and thus do not include markings known to hav e been used only by coach
or railroad-although it is believed very few of th ese exist. Since the ,VAY letter
was a rather unpremeditated affair, not many post off ices had marking instru
ments with which to handstamp such letters , and many manuscript marked way
letters exist. W e have made no particular effort to list thos e, as most ar e unique
unto themselves.
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It will be noted that almost half of the way markings listed by Mr. Meyer
were applied at either New Orleans or Mobile. This is due to a peculiarity in
handling mail between thos e points during the yea rs prior to the Civil War,
which will be discussed at a later time. Th e major purpose of these notes and
publication of the accompanying markings is to attempt to secure tracings of
additional way markings. Another plate of such markings will appear in a future
issue of the Chronicle.

Some comm ents should be made about certain of the way markings shown
on Plate XIII . It em XIII -3, Baltimore WAY/ 6, was taken from the late Roger
Powers' Postal Markings of Maryland, 1766-1855, published by the Associated
Stamp Clubs of the Chesapeake Area, in 1960. As with most such rated WAY
markings, we do not know for certain that the instrument was an integral unit.
Confirmation of this marking would be appreciated.

Figure C. The well known Mobile "Due WAY Ic" marking. Known in blue or black, 1851-52 . From photo files
of Henry A. Meyer .

Regarding item XIII -5, Mr. Meyer's text comm~nts:

"... the famous BOSTONA "FAY, the only known case where packet mark and
the way mark are combined in one device. I suspect that this way mark, and this
one alone, was applied aboard the boat by the purser , by agreement with the
postmasters at the terminal cities. (Ed. note-since no fees could be collect ed
on way letters at the time this boat was running, the marking could be considered
to be purely a purser's marking. ) Th e Bostona was a fine and popular Cincinnati
Huntington pa cket of 1866-79, the 4th of 5 boats of the sam e nam e on the upper
Ohio. Some years ago, this mark was erroneously ascribed to a Lake Champlain
boat, because of the memo found with the first such cover located wh en the study
of steamboat markings was young. Th e memo is now believed to have been
placed in the same envelope with the Bosiona cover by a stamp dealer , and to
have referred to some other cover entirely."

It em XII I-8, was applied to a cover carried on the Jam es River and Kanawh a
Canal, according to Mr. Meyer's notes with the marking, the cover having been
reported to him by the late Mr. W. W. Hicks. Regarding item XIII-9, Mr. Meyer
commented that this was also one of the few if not the only dated town-way
combination markings known, and was used long aft er "the designation 'way'
had lost its point."
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This writer can speculate that the Maysville and Bostona "ways ," being
from the same area and period, are a class by themselves.

Th e writer would very much like to trace off an exact size of item XlII-29,
the New Orlean s stra ight line WAY 5. Mr. Meyer photographed this item from
a 1938 issue of Postal Markings, and had no information at all conc erning th e
size of thi s marking.

Additional markings including th e word "way" should be reported to the
writer. It should be not ed that most hut not all towns applied their town date
stamp along with a "way" or "steam" marking. Often, but not always, when the
town designation was not applied , the town to which th e cover is addressed was
th e locati on where th e marking was applied .

DESCRIPTION OF THE "WAY" MARKINGS OF PLATE XIII

lt em
X I II- I
X III-2
XIII -3
XIII -4
X III -5
XIII -6
X III -7
X III-8
X III-9
X II I- IO
X III -II
X III- 12

X III- 13
X III -14
XITI -15
X I II- 16

XII I-17

XIII -18

X III-19
XITI -20
X III-2 1

X III -22
X III-23
X ITI-24

X III-25
X III-26
X III -27
XIII -28
X III-29

Description
Baltimo re, " 'AY/ 5, 17 x 12th mm . red.
Baltim ore , ' VAY 16th x 4 nun , bla ck. blue.
Baltimore , ' VAY 6, 25 x 5 th mm . Co lor unknown . See text.
Baltimo re. 'VAY, in 18 mm circle . b lack .
1I0STON A /WA Y. in oval , 3i Y2 x 22 m rn , blue, black . Sec text.
Donaldson vill e , La ., ' VAY/ 6, cst. 25 x 19 nun , red .
Ellswort h, Me., W AY 6, (no te wide spacing) , 10 x 5 mm , bl ack .
Lyn chbu rg, Va .. " rAY / 6 in 17 m m circle , sha des blue, black . Sec text.
MAYSVILLE W AY/D ., 26 nun circle, b lu e. See text.
Mobile, " rAY, 18 X 4 mm, black.
Mobile, ' VAY in d ou bl e li ned circle, 29-25 mm , ora nge -re d .
Mob ile , ' VAY, in 25 0101 circle. Orange, red . (Probab ly lat er strike with
d am a ged in strumen t of X II I- I I.)
Mobile , ' VAl', slightly arced 16 x Ii mm , ora nge .
Mobile , ' VAY, in are, 27 x 8 mrn , b lue.
Mob ile, " rAY, 34 x 10, blue .
Mo b ile, ' VAY/6, " way" in a re, 32 x 2 1 nun , gree nish blue, ora nge .
(T h is is probably X II -14 with "6" ad de d .)
Mobile, ' VAY/ 6, with o rn ame n ts, in don hie lin e ci rcle, 25th - 22 th nuu,
blue ; black.
Mobile, fa ncy ' VAY /II , in d ouble line ci rcle, 24Y2 - 21th nun , blue.
red , greenis h blue.
Mon tgomery, Ala. , ' VAl', 18 x 4 mm, bl ack.
Nantucke t , " rAY , 17th x 4 th mm, bl ack.
New Orleans, ' VA Y/ 6 in doub le lined circle, irregu lar, 34 - 31 m m ,
red; orange.
New O rl ea ns, WAY/ I , 18 x 18 nun , b lack, red.
New O rl eans, ' VAYfl l / C ENT S., ova l (no lin e) 25 x 21 mm , red; b lack.
New Orlea ns , W AY/ 6 in d ou bl e lin ed circle, 26Y2 - 24 mm , (la te exam p les
often a p pear as single line circles), re d; bl ack ; orange.
New O rl eans, W AY, underlined , 20 x 8 mm , bl ack.
Ne w Orleans, \ VAY/ 6, 20 x 12 nun , bl ack ; red.
Ne w Orleans, ' VAY/ 5 , 20 x 15 mm , black.
New Orleans, W AY, 20 x 4 nun , bla ck.
New Orleans, 'VAY 5, measu rem ents unknown , bla ck .

Dille or
period

1850-52.
1852.
1850 's.
1853-4.
1867·69.
1851.
1851.
1851-2.
1872.
1854.
1846 .

1847-8.
1847.
1851.
1845.

1851(?).

185 1-2.

1848-51.
1852-3.
1854.

1849-51.
1851-52.
1850-2.

1847-9.
1853-9.
1850-2.
18r>1 --1.
1853-60.
IH53.
ABOUT DEMONETIZATION OF OLD STAMPS AT RECEIVING OFFICES
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

At various tim es th e Period Editor has stated that he has never seen (and,
probably should say , doesn't expec t to see) a cover bearing stamps of the 1851
and 1857 issues, wh ich accepted by a mailing office during th e demonetization
period in 1861-62, was refused by the receiving office. The reason behind th is
statement is, of course, that the original plan of demonetization was not followed ,
whi ch called for a twofold scheme of demonetization. After certain da tes, and in
certain very specifically spelled out zones of the country, letters ' bearing old
stamps were not to be accepted at mailing offices. This direction was based upon
th e assumption that an ample supply of new stamps wou ld be available through
out the entire zone, in all post offices, simultaneously.

The second sect ion of th e demon etization scheme, as announced some weeks
before new stamps were available, was a system of demo netization at receiving
offices. In this portion of th e plan , the idea was that th e postmaster at the re-
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cervmg office would know, by referring to the zonal dated plan of new
stamp distribution, whether or not the mailing office had new stamps. If th e
plan showed th e mailing office of a letter bearing th e old stamps had new
stamps avail able, then pr esumably a letter would be marked "due" and the old
stamps not recognized.

The second part of this rather elaborate plan could not be carried out, since
the distribution of the stamps was by an entirely different plan than was first
contemplated. Instead of distributing th e stamps by zones, th ey were dis
tributed to th e large cities first, with instructions that, as supplies became avail 
able, smaller offices could secure supplies from the lar ge post offices. In addi tion,
th ere was apparently (in the Period Editor's opini on ) some attempt mad e to
keep supplies of new stamps away from areas where they might be subject to
capture by Confederate troops. Th e zonal distribution idea was completely ig
nored; a receiving postmaster considering a letter from a small town, East, West
or North, bearing an old stamp would have no way of knowing wh ether demon eti 
zation had taken place th ere or not-except by accid ent. Consequently, there was
absolutely no basis for him to demoneti ze, at least in the Fall of 1861, and, indeed ,
much later , for many offices ran out of new stamps, du e to very shor t supplies,
even in th e early part of 1862, and had to temporarily resort to th e old stamps.
Some interesting combinations of covers can be assembled from certain towns,
showing two separate demonetization cycles.

The point of thi s rep eat ed dissertation is that we keep receiving rep orts of
covers demoneti zed by th e receiving postmaster. We won't quarrel too much
concerning cov ers mailed after ample supplies of 1861 stamps were available,
although we ha ve not seen any post office regulation specifically referring to this
in either th e 1863 or 1864 offici al pamphlets bringing postmasters up to dat e on
th e P.L. & R. in those years.

Gen erally speaking, th e procedure over the years was that th e mailin g office
estab lished th e postage b y cancelling the stamps, marking a letter "due" or wh at
ever was required under th e regulations. Th e receiving-and also intermittent of
fices-had the right to make corrections wh ere obvious mistakes had been made.
But, ag ain, th e point here is that acceptance of an 1857 stamp in lat e 1861 or
th e ea rly months of 1862 was by no means an obvious mistake; the receiving
postmaster had no way of knowing but what the mailing office had run out of
1861 sta mps and had to resort to an old supply of the pr evious issue.
THE U. S. POST OFFICE AT KOBE (HIOGO)

In reference to the article with the ab ove titl e by Dr. Rob ert M. Spaulding
Jr. , mentioned in Chronicle 73:30, we ha ve learn ed that th e October 1971 issue
of Japan ese Philately, in which the article appeared, may be obtained at $1 per
cop y from Mrs . Lois M. E vans, Secretary of the International Society for Japa
nese Philately. Her address is 107 Winthrop Road, Brookline, Mass. 02146.

We strongly recommend th at collectors of trans-Pacific mail s and U. S. of
fices in Japan procure a copy of Dr. Spaulding's article .
A LIST O F REFERENCE WORKS ON THE 186 1 ISSUE
From th e standpoint of working with the stamps themselves, dealing

with the plate vari eti es, and actually plating the stamps, probably no issue of
stamps anywhe re can excel the U.S. 1851 issue. It is probably for this reason
that every denomin ation of th e issue through and including th e 12c has had a
separate book or more written concerning it. While th at issue is also rich in
postal history, in our opinion, it is not the prime motivator for wr iting books such
as has been done about the 1851 issue.

Probably th e 1861 issue is fully as int eresting from a postal history stand
point, and several of th e stamps are also of great interest and are avidly collected
in specialized collections of a single denomination. Yet, only one denomination
has been th e sub ject of books;-the Black Jack. We suspect the reason is that
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none of the denominations has been plated, to our knowledge, and, as a matter
of fact, we know of no particular effort in th at area. The Sc 1861 would be
very difficult to plate, even if the variations permitting plating existed, due
to the rather dull shades in which that stamp wa s usually printed.

In spite of this, a fairl y comprehensive and useful library can be assembled
to be used in collecting this issue. Additions to the following list ( and comm ents )
will be most welcom e. Listings are in approximate order of importance (in the
Editor's opinion ) in three broad categories: stamps, proofs and essays, and postal
history.

Brookman, Lester G., T he United States Postage Sta ni ps of th e 19th Centw'y, 3 vol., 1966-67,
H . L . Lindquist , N. Y. The basic refe re nce for class ic U.S. and , the pred ecessor volu mes , T he
N inetee nth Centu ry Postage Stanips of th e Uni ted States, issu ed in 2 vo lumes in 1947 a re
also quite useful in th e absence of th e lat er issue.

Luff, John N ., Th e Postage Stam ps of the United Stat es, T he Scott Stam p & Coin Co ., New
York , 1902-1937. T h is writer prefers the re prin t issu e, with illustra tions (wh ich cou ld no t
be done in th e origina l volume) put ou t by Week ly Philat elic Gossip, in the early 1940 's.

Cole, Maurice F., T he Blach [acks of 1863-/867, Chambers Publishing Co., Kal am azoo, Mich ., 1950.
Lane, Maryette B., Th e Harry F. A llen Collection of Black Jacks, T he Ame r ican Philat eli c So

cie ty, Sta te Colle ge, Pa. , 1969. Still ava ila b le, and we ll wo rthw h ile.
Ashbrook, Stan ley B., Th e Uni ted States Issue of 1869, prece ded by Some A ddi tio nal No tes on

Th e Premiere Gravures of 1861., Reprinted fro m th e A merican Ph ilatelist , 1941-44, and
issued by th e author .

Perry, Elliott, Pat Paragraphs, Issues I -58, 1931-58. Man y short articles on both th e 1861 stam ps
and th eir postal hi story .

Ashbrook , Sta n ley B., Specia l Service, 81 issues, 7 ser ies , 1951-57. Much about th e 1861 sta m ps
and th eir uses, scattered th rough th e issues.

Chase, Dr . Carroll, Classic United States Stamps, 1845·69. P ublis hed by H erm an H erst, Jr., Shru b
Oa k, N .Y., 1962. Good , brief , basic run-down of these issu es, with .illust ra tion s from the
Silsby collec tion. Last we kn ew, still avail abl e from the publish er.

T he re have been man y magazin e articles on 1861 sta mps, in suc h as th e Collectors Club Ph ila
telist, Essay Proof [ ournal , and A merica n Philatelist in wh ich the rather hot d iscu ssion re
ga rd ing th e status of th e " Premieres Gravu res" m ostl y took pl ace abo u t 30 years ago. Still
interesting rea d ing . Does someo ne wish to make a list?

Bra zer, Cla re nce W., Essays for u.s. Adhesive Postage Stamps, American Philatelic Socie ty, 1941.
T here are ju st a world of applica ble works on pos ta l h istory and markings. We consi der the

following well -n igh indispen sabl e (and feci sure we will om it books ot he rs consider eq ua lly
im port an t) .

H argest , George E., Hist ory of Letter Post Communication Between th e United Stat es and
Europe, 1845-1875. Smithsonia n Studies in Hi story and Technology, Number 6. Publish ed
by Smithsonian Institution Press, Wash ington , D.G., 1971. T he basic work on Trans
Atla ntic ma ils under the treati es and exc ha nge agreeme nts . Still ava ilable fro m th e Supt.
of Documen ts.

Blake , Maurice G., and Davis, Wilbur W., Boston Postal Marhings to 1890. Severn-Wy lie-Jewett
Co . Portland, Maine, 1949. About Boston marki ngs, bu t q ui te useful as a genera l posta l
h istory re fere nce on the U.S.

Simpson, Tracy W ., United States Postal lIfarhillgs and R elated Mail Services, 1851-1861. Pub 
lish ed by th e U.S. 1851-60 Unit No. 11, AI'S . (Now, of course, th e u.s.p.e.s.), 1959. Lo ts of
overl ap into th e 1861 era. Unfortu na tely , now out of print , and difficul t to acq u ire.

Remele, C. ' V., United Stat es R ailroad Postma rks, 1837-1861. Publish ed by th e U.S. 1851-60
Unit No . 11, AI'S, 1958. Also a good deal of overlap; also ou t of p r int and difficul t to
acqu ire .

Towle, Charles L., and Meyer , Hen ry A ., R ailroad Postmarks of the United Stat es, 1861-1886.
Publish ed by U.S. P h ila telic Classics Socie ty, 1968. T he basic work on ro u te agen t m arkings,
becau se of th e in troducti on . Still ava ila ble .

Klein, Eugene, United States Waterway Packetmarks, 1832 -1899, J. ' V. Stowell P rin ting Co .,
Federalsburg, Md., 1940; Sup pleme nt publishe d in 1942. Sho u ld be purch ased with th e
su pp lemen t, as th e latter is seldo m available by i tself. T h is is the basic work on th e "pu rser' s
marks" which appear on letters , but are mostly not really postal m arki ngs. Still a very
useful book to th e postal hi storian .

Norona, Delf, Cyclopedia of Unit ed Stat es Postmarks and Postal History . Issu ed in two volumes ,
1933 and 1935, sponsored by AI'S, bu t published by th e author and edi tor. Co n tains many
ar ticles conce rn ing ma rkings in volvin g th e 1861 p er iod .

Norona Delf, General Catalog of Uni ted States Postmarks, sponsored by AI'S and published by
the au th or, Moundsvill e, W . Va., 1935. Goes wi th p revious.

H erst, H erm an and Sam pson, E . N., 19th Century Uni ted Stat es Fancy Cancellations, pu blis he d
by H erman H erst , J r ., Shrub Oak , N.Y., 1963. Co n ta ins a very la rge amo u nt of cu ts an d
listings but very little inform at ion on eac h, since this is p red om inantl y a catalog. No w o u t
of prin t. .

Linn, George W ., T he PA1D Marki ngs on th e 3c U.S. StamJ) of 1861, George W . Li nn Co., Sid 
ney, Ohio, 1955. Fairly comprehe ns ive cata log of these m arkings.
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La u re nce , R obert , comp ile r, T he George Wo lcott Coll ection of Used Civ il W ar Patriot ic Covers,
Rober t Laure nce, New York, 1934. T hc on ly compila tion of whic h we know tha t l ists
and illustrat es-most of th c tho usa nds of th ese designs, Actua lly an auctio n ca ta log (251
pages, 3253 lots!) but vcry usefu l.

Huber , Leo nard V., and \\'agn cr, Clare nce A., Th e Great Ma il, A Postal H istory of N ew Orleans,
American Phi latcli c Soc ie ty . Sta tc Co llcgc, Pa , 1949. Has useful in format ion but has been
out of print a few yca rs.

T h ompson , H . K., !\I.D. , Un ited States Cou llty alld Post master Postmarks, Billi g Handbook on
Postmark s, Vol. 8, Fritz Bi llig, Jamaica , N .Y. 1949.

Nathan !\I. C., and Boggs, W. S., Th e POllY Ex press, Collectors Club H andbook, N.Y., 1962.
Probably still available. Use fu l.

Sloane's Colu mll, co mp iled alphabet icall y by subjec ts by Georgc T. T urner , Bu reau Issu es As
socia tion , Inc., W est Somerville, Mass., 1961. H as mu ch abou t 1861 's; unfortunately, long
since o u t of p ri n t.

H ale, H . Warrcn K., com pi led and arrange d by Ellio tt Perry, Byways of Ph ilatel y , J . W .
Stowell Printing Co ., Federalsb ur g, Md ., 1966. Mostly a bou t loca ls and privat ely owned
posts, b u t a fcw good shor t pieces concc rn ing thc 1861 's by Perry. Unfor tu nately, out o f
print for some tim c.

Van Vlissin gen , Arthur. and \\'a \l(l. j\lo rr ison , N ew l'orh Foreign M ai[ Cancel lat io ns, Co llec tors
Clu b of Ch icago, 1968. R epl aces the Mill iken wo rk of some yea rs ago, Sti ll ava ila b le in
sta ndard ed itio n,

Karlen , H arv ey M. , Ed ito r , Chicago Postal H istory , Collectors Clu b of Chicago, 1970. Based
most ly up on writing s a nd in terests of Rich ard Mel' . Cabcc n, con tai ns a good de al of p ostal
h isto ry of th e I860·s. R ecently pub lished .

tcr Braake, Al ex L. , T ex as, Th e D lIllI/a of It s Postal Past , Ameri can Phila telic Society, Sta tc
Co llege, Pa ., 1970. St ill in print. Comprehensive , in clu des mu ch abo ut 1860 's.

Meyer, H en ry A., a nd Rea r Rdm. Frederi c R. Harri s. erc., H awaii, It s St am ps and Postal H is
lory, Philat eli c Fou nda tion , N.Y.• 1948. Sta ndard wor k on H awai i, but man y conne ctions
with 1861 U.S. issue, St ill in print.

There are many other books, pamphlets, etc.- such as th ose on Confed erates
and Postal Stationery which could be included with thi s list. In addition, there
are th e Stamp Specialist and Congress Book series, the former out of print, and
th e old er issues of th e latter also not available readil y, but both containing mu ch
about 1861's.

Las tly, we should probably comment to the effect that the older a boo k,
the less authorita tive we should consi der it. Luffs The Postage Stamps of the
United States is a good example of this. It contains a great deal of good infor
mation, but it also contains the grea t misconception about the "premieres
gravures" and it is easy to find oth er statements which have been disproved by
lat er researchers , such as Ashbrook, Perry and Brookm an. Th e same holds tru e
of ma gazine articles. There are old articles which contain very authoritative
statements on subjects whi ch are tod ay, still considered unsolved or at least
unproven . These old publications are well worth owning, but it also should be
recognized that th ere ar e many inaccuracies-and, perhaps th e same can be said
about new er publications. However , there is a considerable difference in scholar
ship or the attitude towards research today as compared to twenty years ago . We
are not nearly so hesi tant to put something in print with a qu estioning atti tude of
not knowing th e whole story, The writers of years ago often attempted to con
vince readers of things of which they really had no proof-or were not quite
sure, th emselves. We should not be misled by some of the very aggressively
positive statements which appeared in print then.
EARLIEST KNOWN USAGE OF AN 1861 STAMP
A paragraph bearing th e abo ve titl e appeared on page 204 of Chronicle No.

72, and it pi ctured and describ ed a lc 1861 stamp bearing a Baltimore yea r
dated postmark of Aug. 17, 1861.

Mr. Al Zimmerman, a Chronicle advertis er and respected dealer , has wr itten,
commenting that "as far as the records go, a # 63 tied on cover with an Aug . 19,
1861 year date, is the earliest known use of a lc 1861 stamp." Mr. Zimmerman
also comm ented that the late Larry Fisher had own ed 2 covers, beari ng Scott's
Nos. 63 and 65, with Philadelphia datestamps of August 19, 1861 from an original
corr espondence, and ha ving enclosed letters which positively date the covers

( Continued on page 100)
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
Charles L. Towle

I-Remele Catalog-
( 1) On e of the continuing unresolved questions in ra ilway mark ings is th e

proper route assignment for the 33 mm. black "CENTRAL RR" marking of the
1857-61 period. Remele assigned C-5a to thi s marking and implied it was used on
Central Railro ad of New Jersey from Elizabethtown, N.J. to Easton, Pa. There
has never been any proof of thi s cataloging and it could just as well be Cen 
tral Ohio R R or severa l other routes. Herman B erst's auc tion sale of March
14, 1972, contains two examples of this interest ing and rare marking which I
have had th e pleasure of examining . Th ey are both addressed to th e same
party in Four Corners ( Huron Co. ), Ohio, one with # 65 tied and th e other
with pair #65 tied , but to my fru stration th er e is no letter , back address or
any indication of origin in spite of the enthusiasm of th e cataloger. My records
now show SL'C examples of thi s marking addressed to followin g points:

Danville, Penn a.
Four Corners, Ohi o (2 )
New Milford, Conn.
Newa rk, N.J. (2 )

It is earnestly requested that our read ers report any additional examples of th is
mark ing- hopefully with point of origin .

C-5 a

(2) Bill Wyer furn ishes two reports on Remele listin gs for addition to th e
record- N-14c-N.York & N.Haven RR-black open circle used on #11 possibly
indi catin g 1851-57 period of use and R 9-Richmond & Ptrsbg. RR 31lf mm.
marking on # 1 in black thu s adding black in the 1847-51 period to the record.

(3 ) Through the courtesy of Roger Heinen I have had an opportunity to
study a most unusual stampless cover bearing what certa inly has to be th e earlies t
"Rail Way" mark ing in existence. This cover is postmarked "BOSTON, MS.
Sep. 16 "in red circle and carries red 3 x 22~ mm. straight line "RAIL WAY."
Cover has manuscript 6 ra te marking and is addressed to The Selectm en of Acton,
Mass. The contents are printed and because of th e historical nature we are re
porting in full:
CIRCULAR
The expediency of construc ting a railroad from Boston westward to the

Hudson river , must depend in a great measure upon the amount of tr avel,
and the number of tons of various ar ticles to be transported . The Commissioners,
now engaged in the survey, are anxious to ob tain fro m th e several towns
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on and near the proposed route, as full and as accurate information as possible
upo n this an d other top ics con nected with the subject. But the tim e requisite
for thi s purpose is more th an can be spa red by them from th eir present employ
ment. To expedite th e accomplishme nt of their arduous labours, th e Commission
ers have, b y their letter, spe cially requested the Railway Committee in Boston
to afford their assistance in Boston, by a delegation from th eir body. Accordingly
the under signed ha ve b een appointed, "to open a corresponde nce with th e se
lectmen of th e several towns, and oth er distinguished individuals , with th e view
to obta in a minute and correct sta tement of F ACTS , so highl y important and
necessary to th e success of the ente rprise."

In performing the duties assigned us, and with the hope to develope some
of the internal resources of the Commonwealth, we resp ectfully solicit in behalf
of the Commissioners , your immediate attention to the followin g inquiries:
First W ha t number of tons of commo dities are annually brought in and con

sume d, or used, b y th e inh abitants of the town in which you reside. From
whence ar e they brought, and of wha t articles do they consist?

Second What number of ton s in your town are annually raised, or wholly pro
duced from natural resources, within its limits, for the market. Of wha t
articles do they consist, and to wh at market are th ey sen t?

Third W ha t is th e number and kind of ma nufac tor ies in your town-and wh at
number of tons, of raw materi als, and manu factured fabrics, does each an
nua lly tran sport, to an d from market?

Fo urth W ha t number of wa ter powers, if any , are now occupied in your tow n
to advantage . H ow many un occupi ed can be pro cured within the same.
For what purposes could they be best employed. And, if so, wha t addi tional
numbers of tons wo uld they probabl y furnish each way for transpo rtati on?

Fift h W ha t price per ton is usually paid in your town for tra nsportation to and
from market - an d what proportion is now done by hir ed carriers?

Sixth W hat number of stages weekly pass to and from your town . To what lines
do they belong. And wha t is the ave rage number of passengers ?

Seventh Can good building-stone for constructing a Rail-R oad be obtain ed
within th e limits of your town. And, if so, at wha t pri ce per foot , running
measur e, rough-split and delivered at the qu arries?

These ques tions we ho pe it will be in your power to answer with a considerable
degree of accur acy, by th e assistance of such int elligent persons as will be read y
to co-operate with you in the inquiry. The informati on thu s obtai ned mu st form
the principal dat a, on which to calculate the amo unt of bu siness which would
be fac ilita ted b y the proposed Rail-Road . The increase of business to be expe cted
from a grea t diminution in the cost of transportat ion, must be in a great measure
a matter of conjecture, or on which all computa tion mu st be in some degree un 
certa in. As, however, th e opi nion of intelligent gentlemen in different parts of
the commonwealth, of prob ab le increase business, and of the va lue of property,
in their respective towns, consequent to the pr oposed improvem ent, will b e en
titl ed to great we ight, we venture to propose the following additional questions,
to whic h we solici t an answer, provid ed your inquiries shall enable you to form
an opinion. Any reason s whi ch you may th ink it import ant to give, in suppo rt
of these opi nio ns, will add to the value of your answer.
Eighth W ha t number of ac res does your town conta in. W ha t is the average

price per acre. And how much would a rail-road, with an increase of sett le
men ts like th ose now generally on the Erie cana l, enhance th e value?

N inth If the price of tr ansp ortati on was redu ced to one seventh part its present
cost, so that plast er of Par is, and other manures, could b e cheaply furnished,
wha t additional quantity of ag ricultural produce would your town probably
furnish annually for the ma rket?

T enth If th e price of transportat ion was reduced as above, what other articles
in your town, suc h as wood for fuel, lumber , granite , marble, lime, sla te,
and other building materi als, iron are, peat coal, clay, etc. would be in
crease d in value . And what quantity, if any, would probably be annua lly
furnished for tr ansportati on?
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Eleventh Should a rail-road be located through your town , and owned by the
sta te, would the land necessary for same, and the fences, be given?
The importance of your town, and the public nature of the subject, will ex

cuse an earnest desire for a reply, as soon as possible consistent with your con
venience. And for that, and any further informati on you may have the goodness
to communicate, connected with the great object in view, you will please to
accept a grateful and lasting acknowledgement.

With the highest respect , we have the honor to be, Gentlemen, your most
obedient serva nts,

Boston, 12th of Septemb er, 1827. Abner Ph elps
Nathan Hale
Henry Sargent
William Foster
Andrew J. Allen
John P. Bigelow

~~~~---~~.._._...._.__ ....._.-

As a ra ilroad man all I have to say is-How tim es have changed. Since the
first route agent was appointed in 1837 ten yea rs after thi s letter and the first
railro ads in this vicinity were not opened until 1835- eight years after thi s letter
- how is the Rail-Way marking accounted for ? On e possibility was that having
a number of town s to solicit and appa rently bein g in a rush , that the committee
had a hands tamp made with RAIL WAY in th e hopes that being a prime topic
of the day the marking would induce the recipients to handle the enclosed matter
more expeditiously. Another possibilit y would be that the recipients applied
the RAIL \VAY marking as a file mark but thi s seems unlikely considering th e
cost of makin g such stamps. It is difficult to attach any meaning to the marking
in the matter of the mail being handled. Any suggestions, comments or interpre
tations of this marking would be most welcome for further discussion in thi s
column.
II-Towle-Meyer Catalog-
Addenda-Plate XXV

Maine
2-C-2: 27 black. 1882. 8.
II ·D-2: 26 black. Banknote. 3 (Portland & Swanton) .
Catalog Route 12: Bangor-Bar Harb or, Me., MAINE CE T RAL R. R.
Route Agents: Bangor-Bar Harbor, Me. 1885, 1886-1 Clerk-51 miles.
Markings: 12-A-l : 27 black, 1885. 2.
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2-C-2 11-D-2

P1ateXXV

12-A-1 35-S-8

193-F-1

105-A-3

feh151877

189-S-2

O.&S.R.R.
Jun 5 f,7

LAMSON'.
W.Y.

127-S-1

274-H-2

J.GHAHJIM Hvmphrey
April 13 1818

Mancherter" Bridqeton l'

241-H-1

274-S-32
!JO



1f~lZaJ e:»
~)

305-Y-1

North EastffhRilln*.
SEP J. 1874-

GOURDINS.

340-8-1

353-E-1
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Vermont
H5-S-8: 32\12 x 20 Ov a l, blue , WVI> 18i G. 15. (Con nectiCllt Ri ver R. R .) .

Connecticut
S4·B· I : 2i \12 b lack , Banknot e . 'i . (W illiman lic & Ne w Ha ven) .

New York
105-A-3: 31\12 -29\12-17 Tr. Circle, blac k, W VO 1879. 10.
121 -S-4: 30 \12-20 x 23\12-14 \12 D. O val , b lue, W VD 1874. 12. (New York & Oswego Midl and) .
127-S-I : 27 x 19 box -rounded co rn e rs, bla ck, W VO 18tii . 18. (Oswego &: Syra cuse ).
134-B -I : 2i b lac k, WVD Eigh t ies . :;. (Au bu rn & Sayre) .

Pe nnsylvania
189-S-2: 30 \12 blue. WVD 18i 7. 10. Part ial. (Wilm ingto n & No rt hern R. R .) .
192 -S-I: 30 bl ack , "'VI) 18G5. 18.
193·F- I : 2G b lack , Ba nkn ol e . 9. (W illia msport 10 Elmira d ivisio n o f Nort hern Cen tra l R . R.).

(21 mi n . b lack EP I-I LIN ki ller- Ro ut e Age nl ) .

New J ersey
24 1· 1-1 -1: 3 stra ight li nes, m age n ta , "'VI> ISi 8. IS. ( Ro u te agen l's sta m p- usua lly used o n

faci ng s lips) .

Marylan d
274 -H -2: 27 \12 bl ack , Bankno te . 2. (Balt imo re , Washington & Crafton) .
274 -S-30: 29 -20 \12 x 23 \12- 15 . D. Ov a l, b lue, W VD 18i i . 24. (Ba ll im ore & Ohio R. R .-Misspell in g

of Va nclevcsvi llc , first s ta tion east of Ma rt in sbu rg. \\' . V.) .
2i 4-S-31: 32·22\12 x 2:; \12-16\12 D. Ova l, bl ue. W VD 18i 9. 24. (Ba lt imore & Oh io R .R .-Slation

not locat ed bu t th ere was a Ra wlings P. O . halfway between Cu m berland an d Pied mont in
Allegh eny Co., Ma ryl and } .

274-S-32: 27 \12 -18 \12 x 22 \12 -13\12 n. O va l, hl ue , WVD 1873. 28. Pa rt ia l. (Ba ltimore & O hio
R .R .- G reen Sp r ing Run) .

274-S-33: (32) - (23) x 25-15 \12 D . Ov al , b lu e, WVO ISl-H . 18. Pa r tial. (Ba lt imore & Ohio R . R .
Barnesvill e- fi rst station west of Boyd , Md .) .

Virginia
1102-1-2 : 27 b lac k , \\IVD IS86. 3. (Wash ingto n k Cha rlot te Fasl Mail ) .
1103·S-IO: 37\12-35 x 23 \12-21 \12 D. Ova l. mag enta, WYD Eigh ties . 12. (Cheasa peake & O hio R ail 

wa y) .
3(}I-D- I : 26\12 hl ack , W VD 18S3. ·1. (Rich mond. Lynchburg & Cli fto n Forge) . Com p le te t racin g.

Plate XXVI
Virginia

305-Y-I: ma n uscrip t , Fi ft ies. (Sla m p lcss- da te u ncert a in ) , S. (R ich m ond R ail ro ad ). (Rives cor
respond e nce to Co b ham , Va .) .

South Carolina
337-J -I : 25\12 b lack , Ba nknote. 6. (Belton &: Wa lha lla) .
340-5-1 28\12 x 18 box, b lue , bl ack , W VD 18i 2, ISH . I'l. (Corr ected list in g- formerly :shown

as GO ULDINS-con tai ns veri fyi ng le t te r} .

Georgia
;153-E- I : 25 b lac k , 1875. 5. (Maco n & Aug usl a) .
Catal og Route 364: Bnmswick-Albany, Ga. BHUNSWI CK & WESTERN H. H.
Route Agents: Brunswick-Albany, Ga. 1873, 1875, 1877, 1879, 1881- 2 Agents,

1882, 1883-2 Clerks-In miles.
Markings: 364-A-l: 27Y.! black, W YD 1885. .'5.
Catalog Route 368: Tallulah-Athens, Ga. NOHTHEASTE HN HY. of GEORGIA.
Route Agents: Lu lu-Athens, Ga. 1882-1 Clerk, Tallul ah-Athens, Ga. 1883, 1885,

1886-2 2 Clerks-73 miles.
Markin gs: 368-A-l : 27 black, WYD 1885. 6.

Alabama
404-C-2: 26\12 b lue, Banknot e. 6. (Mobile & New Orleans) .

Mississippi
420 ·H -I: 26 b lue , Banknot e . 5. (Co lu m bus & Corinth) .
420- 1-1: 26 b lac k, Banknote . 4. (Colu mb us & West Po int) .
420· J- I: 26 \12 black , Eigh ties . 3.
423-D- I : 2G\12 b lack , Ba nknote. 12. (Mississipp i & T en nessee) .

(Continued on page 99)
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
CALIFORNIA TO AUSTRALIA, VIA PANAMA
AND LONDON, IN 1869

George E. Harges t

Mr. D ale A. Orrill , RA 1290, a new member of th e Society , resid ing in Hart 
well, Victoria, Aus tralia, at the solici ta tion of Mr . Cr eigh ton C. Har t, sub mits a
most in terestingly routed cover illustrated as Figur e 1. This cover originated in
San Bernard ino, California, on 3 March 1869, prepaid 22 cen ts, and was un 
doubtedly in tended to be sent di rect from Panama to Aus tralia by a steamer
of the Panama, New Zealand and Austra lia Royal Ma il Company (called the
Pan ama line }.' The rate by th is line was 22 cents per half ounce, the United
States claiming post age of 10 cents under sec tion 8, Act of 1 July 1864,2 which
provid ed that mail be prep aid to the frontier of those countries with which th e
Unite d Stat es had no postal conve ntion. To thi s ra te th e British added their
"Colonial" ra te of 6el, or 12 cent s. Under thi s arrangement, prepayment of th e
22 cent ra te was compulsory in th e United States, but on thi s route, mail posted
in Aus tralia was prepaid 6el, and the United Stat es postage of 10 cents was col
lected on deliver y, thu s, the U.S. 10 cents rate was always collected in th e
Unite d States, in U.S. notes or in coin. "

The route of this line between E ngland and Australia was divided into
three parts. Between England and Colon , New Granad a, by the Royal Mail line,
via St. Thomas. Between Colon and the British Packet Office at Panam a, via th e
Panama ra ilroad. Between the British Packet Office at Pa nama and Sydney, New
South Wales, via Wellington, New Zealand. Ma ils posted on the west coast of
the United Stat es to be sen t by the Panama line to New Zealand or Aus tralia
were forwarde d from the San Fra ncisco office to the British Packet Office at
Pan ama by a vessel of the Pacific Mail Steam ship Company, whence they were
sent b y the Pan ama line direct to Austra lia. Ma ils posted elsewhere in th e Unite d
Stat es addressed to Australi a or New Zealand, via th e Panam a line, we re se nt
to New York, which was an excha nge office for th e dispat ch of British mails,
where a credit of 12 cents per half ounce was applied to outgo ing letters. T he
New York office cha rge d incomin g letters 10 cents to be collected on delivery in
cur rency. Th e New York office forwarded thi s mail to Aspinwall by a vessel of
the United Sta tes Mail Steamshi p Compa ny, whence it was sen t to the British
Packet Office at Pan ama and from there to ew Zea lan d or Australia b y th e
Pan ama line.

On 1 January 1868, th e ra te to Austra lia , via Southampto n, also becam e 22
cents. This ra te was supplied by the U.S.-British convention, effective 1 Janu
ary 1868, and set a ra te of 10 cents for U.S. postage, which covered sea and U.S.
inland pos tages. The Brit ish charged the 6el, or 12 cents, "Colonial" ra te. This
arrangement was repeat ed in the U.S.-British convention effec tive 1 Janu ary
1869, with one exception. On incoming letters paid to destination during 1868,
the Bri tish credited the United States with 3 cents for inland postage; during
the period 1869 to 1 July 1875, the United States received a credit of 2 cents.
On incoming unpaid letters, the who le postage was collec te d in coin, or in de
preciated cur re ncy. On outgoin g letters prep ayment was compulsory.

The routing arrange ments for mail forwarded by the British Packet Offi ce
at Pan ama were first set forth in addit ional ar ticles to the U.S.-British trea ty of
1848, which became effective on 1 October 1853.4 These ar ticles provided for
an excha nge of mails b etween the postoffices of New York, Charl eston, Savan nah,
New Orl ean s, San Franci sco and the Brit ish Packet Offi ce at Panama. T hey
per tain ed only to mail destin ed for or sent fro m the ports on th e western coast
of South America whe re the British packets touch ed . They were undoubtedly
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drawn to provide the conditions un der which mai l wou ld be conveyed by the
ships of th e Pacific Steam Navigation Company. It should be not ed th at
New York was already an exchange office for Briti sh mail s, but Ch arl eston ,
Savannah, 1 cw Orlean s and San Fran cisco were not constitute d as exchange
offices for th e mail exchanged. Th c mails cxchanged with th e British Packet
Office at Panama were merely limited to mai ls forwarded from these ports.
Although not exchange offices, each mail forwarded by the U.S. postoffices to
the British Pa cket Offi ce at Panama had to be accompanied bv a letter-b ill
of prescribed form , and uice oersa, from the Panama Packet Offi ce. Acknowl
edg me nts of receipt we re also exchange d. Th e lett er-bills and acknowledg me nts
of receipt wer e to serve as vouc hers for the quarterly account. Articl e IX pro
vided :"

The a mou n t due th e Bri ti sh office for th e correspo nde nce tran smitted under the
reg u la tions now ag ree d u pon sha ll be p laced to th e cred it of the I ni ted Kin gdom
in th e gen eral accou n t be tween the Post -O ffice of the Uni ted Kin gd om a nd th e
Post -Office o f th e U ni ted States. p rep ared Q uarterly in th e Ge ne ra l Post -Office ,
London.

T hus , the Londo n office performed the accounting for th is ma il, evidently,
on the basis of the above information furnished by the Britis h Packet Offi ce at
Panama. .

Figure 1. The San Franc isco office fo rwa rded th is letter to the British Packet Office at Panama and inte nde d
it be sent d irectly '0 Au stralia by a ship of the Panama, New Zeal and and Austral ia Royal Mail Company.
This line, however , had cea sed to run, and the British Packet Off ice marked it in red w ith the British postag e .
It was forwarded to Colon and se nt to Southampton, via St. Thomas , by the Royal Mail line . The Lo ndo n office
sent it in the regular "via Southampton" mail to Australia.

In 1863 San Francisco becam e an exchange offi ce for British mails." While
it was to receive and distribute mails , it was not to dispatch mails to the Briti sh
exchanging offi ces. Although not specified , this arrangement appears to ha ve
been ma intained under th e new U.S.-Briti sh conv entions which became effec
tive on 1 January 1868 and 1869. The conven tion effective in 1868, in Article III
of the det ailed regu lat ion s," provided :

The mails wh ich a re excha nge d between th e British Packet Office at Pan am a
and th e o ffices of New Yor k and San Fran cisco sha ll com prise correspo nde nce
pa ssing between the States on the \\'est Coast of Sou th Am eri ca or th e Brit ish
Co lonies of Au stralia and New Zeal and and th e United Sta tes of Am eri ca .
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Thus, provision was made for the conveyance of mail b y the Panama,
New Zea lan d and Australia Royal Mail Compan y. This provision was rep eated
in the U.S.-British 1869 conv ention."

Origina lly, mail to be sent to Australia, posted on the west coast , and in
tended to be sent, via Southampton, was so endorse d and sent to th e San Fran
cisco office. This mail was forwarded by the San Francisco office to Panama by
a ship of the Pacific Mail Steamship Compan y, and th ence across the Isthmus
to Aspinwall, wh ence it was sent to New York by a ship of th e United States
Mail Steamship Company, arriving in New York in bags closed at San Fran
cisco. By 1869, however , the bu lk of letter mail was sent from San Francisco
overland to New York. Regardless of the route by which the mail arrived , the

ew York exchange office marked the letters with th e proper credit to Great
Britain and forwarded them by the regular transatlantic packets sailing from
New York.

J

"
Figu re 2. This cover was sent from Sydney by a ship of the Panama, New Zealand and Aust ralia Royal Mail
Company. It passed through the British Packet Office at Panama, and wa s forwarded to New York, via
Asp inwall, in bags closed at Sydn ey . The New York office mark ed it fo r a coll ection of the U.S. po stage of
10 cents in U.S. notes.

In the Bulletin of the Postal History Society ( Grea t Britain ) , No. 172,
p. 168,11 is illustra ted the front and back of a cover that was sent to Australia b y
the Panama line. This cover orig ina ted in Culverville, California , on 11 Jul y
1868 and is ad dressed to New Castle, ew South Wales, an d endorsed "D irect!
Via Pa nama." It bears a San F rancisco marking dated 22 July, an d is prepaid 23
ce nts by two 10 cen t and a 3 cen t of the 1861 issue ( l c overpay ); if ther e is
grilling on the stamps it is not evide nt in the illust ra tion. It also bears a
circu lar (about 20mm ) A/PANAMA/AU 5/68 marking and a "12/ CENT S"
marking, pro bably in red, with "CENTS" in arc. This marking is dis tinctly British
and was evidently applied by the British Packet Office at Pan ama and could
indicate a credit to the British post office for th e 6d "Colonial" rate, or the fact
that the 6el, or 12 cent British rat e was pa id. On th e letterb ills that were sent to
London, it would amount to the same thing. On th e reverse is a Sydney receivin g
mark dated 9 October 1868, and a New Castle marking dated 13 October 1868.

The cover illustrated as Figure 1, bears on its revers e a San Francisco
marking da ted 10 March ( 1869). The Pan am a line began ope rations in 1866
and ceased to run in December 1868. The U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant,
however , kept the rate alive until March 1869, afte r which it was deleted. The
San Francisco offic e, how ever , evidently did not kno w that the rat e was no lon ger
available and sent this letter to the Briti sh Packet Office at Panama, inst ead of
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to New York for con veyance by the Southampton rou te. The Panama office ap 
plied its marking an d th e "12/ CENTS" mark ing in red and forwarded the letter
to Southampton by a ship of the Royal Mail line, via St. Thomas. The cover
arr ived in London on 26 April 1869, whence it was sent by th e regular South
amp ton route to Austra lia . On the reverse is a Sydn ey marking dated 9 July
1869. Th e cover by the Pan ama route was 79 days from San Francisco to Sydney,
while the cover illu strated as Figure 1 required 121 days to reach Sydn ey from
San Francisco.

Figure 2 illu strates a cover that origina ted in Sydn ey addressed to Monu 
ment, Mass. It is prep aid 6el by a 6d violet stamp of New Sout h Wa les. The Syd
ney marking is dated 31 March 1868. This letter was sent direct by the Panama
line, and evide ntly passed through the Panama office in closed bag and thence
to New York, via Aspinwa ll. Th e New York office applied a black NEW YORK/
MAY/14/ U.S. 10 NOTES marking indicating a collection of 10 cents in U.S.
notes. Depreciated currency ratings were not applied to the 10 cent rate
establishe d by sec tion 8, Act of 1 Jul y 1864. Had this letter been sent by the
Southam pton route, it would bear a prepayment of lld, a Lond on marking, and
a cre dit of three cents to the United States. This letter required only 44 days from
Sidney to New York. There are no markings on the reverse of the cover.

Footnotes

1 Robi nson . H o wa rd . Canyillg the Brit ish M ails Oucrseas, PI' . 2()(j-212.
:! Lu ff , J oh n N ., Postage Stamps of th e United Stat es, appe nd ix, p . 39:; .
:1 H a rgest, George E. , H ist ory of L et ter PO.It Comm llll icatioll Bet u ieen th e Un ited Stat es an tl

I," ro/)c- I 8-I5-1875, p . 189.
4 16 Sta t ut es-at -L arge 8 11-12.
5 l bid ., p. 812.
II l-largest . 0/1. cit ., PI' . 135-6. See al so I(j Stat ut es-at -lurge 830 .
7 Brit ish an d Foreign Sta te Papers , \'01. LVII , p . 158.
s I bid ., \'01. LV III , p . 5 1.
n Cover con tri buted by A. R igo de Ri gh i.
AMERICAN PACKET MAIL TO AND BEYOND FRANCE, VIA ENGLAND
JANUARY 1 to APRIL 1, 1857

MELVIN W. SCHUH

In his book, "HISTOHY OF LETTEH POST COMMU NICATIO N BE
TWEE THE UN ITE D STATES A D E UROPE 1845-1875", Professor George
E. H argest has referred to the scarcity of covers from the United States to France
showing Amer ican Packet service, via England, during th e thr ee months period,
January 1 to April 1, 1857. (See pa ge 65 ). Thi s subject was also covered in an
article by Pr ofessor Hargest in the October 1966 Chronicle, Whole No. 53, pa ge
137. This scarcity is du e partl y to the small number of American Pack et sailings,
because of the decline in Collins Line service, and also to the much lower
ra tes then available on Briti sh Packet Mail.

Professor Hargest sta ted that only five American covers had been noted
which were ma iled in th e thr ee month period and all of these were carri ed by
Collins Lin e steamers. It is th erefore a pleasur e to report the recent discovery
of two additional covers illustrating this service. One of these was carried by the
"Washington" of th e Ocean Steam Navigation Compan y and the oth er by th e
"Fulton" of the New York and Havre Steam Navigation Company.

Figure 3. shows a letter , mailed in Di xon, Ill inois on February 16, 1857,
addressed to Paris, France. American Packet postage was pr epaid, partly in cash,
as indi cated by th e "PAID 21" marking over the thr ee cent Nesbi tt. The letter
was sent to New York whe re the "NEW YORK/AM. PKT." exchange marking
was applied. It wa s placed ab oard the Ocean Line steamer "\VASHINGTON"
which sailed from ew York on February 21 and carried the letter to South
hampton . It was forwarded to London and then to Dover where it crossed the
Ch annel to Calais . The French exchange marki ng, "ETATS-UNIS PAQ. AM./A.
CALAIS A / 8/ MAHS/ 57" and the 5 (decimes) French collec t marking were
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applied by the traveling office Calais to Pari s. The Pari s receiving marking ap
pears on the back of the let ter.

Apparently this letter was carried in a closed bag which was not opened
until it arri ved in Calais. Therefor e it did not receive two markings which ap
peared on Collins Line covers of this period. Th ese are the London transit mark
ing and the "GBj 40c" tra y marking, which indi cates the basis of exchange
between Great Britain and France. It should be noted that commencing on April
1, 1857, when the U.S.-Fr ench Postal Convention became effective, all French
Mail was "closed" while passing through England. Th erefore for nearl y thirteen
years while the Convention was in effect French Mail letters did not show
British markings.

PAl
" he$ . r-» ,

....--....."

Figure 3. An American packet cover during the "three month s period" con vey ed by the Ocean line ship "Wash..
ington."

The second letter was mailed in New Baltimore, Michi gan on February 20,
1857 addressed to Orsieres in the Canton of Valais, Swit zerland. This letter is
not illustrated because some of the markin gs are indistinct. However, from th e
clear mark ings on the letter the service can be det ermined .

On the face of the cover is a fine strike of the "GBj 40c" tra y marking, whi ch
confirms the American Packet service. This marking was applied in London to
overseas mail on which sea postage had been prep aid.

Although the New York American Packet marking is indistinct , the routing
may be determined from the London transit marking dated March 20, 1857. This
was the date of arrival in Southampton of the Havre Lin e stea mer "Fulton" which
had sailed from New York on March 7, 1857. Since this was the only American
Packet sailing on that date it is concluded that the letter was carr ied to South
ampton by the Fulton, forwarded to London an d on to Calais as previously
described. Since the letter had been placed in th e "English Bag" it was turned
over to the En glish at Southampton instead of continuing to Le Havre with the
Fulton.

Th e exchange marking of the Calais-Paris travelin g office, "A GL./AME.
CALAIS B j 21j MARSj57" was applied. This iden tified the letter as coming
from E ngland but did not specify the place of origin. T he letter was forw arded
to Switzerland and carries on the reverse side a "LAUSANNE" tran sit mark and
an illegible receiving mark. The collect postage in Switzerland, marked in red
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crayon cannot be read becau se it was partl y erased in an attempt to oblitera te
the name of the addressee.

This cover is no lon ger a th ing of beauty but it is still important to record
it since it illu strat es an additional use of the rare American Packet Service and
the use of a steamship line not pr eviously reported for the period. Also it
see ms to be the first cover addressed to a country beyond France.
A LATE OPEN MAIL COVER TO ROME
Mr. Haym ond Vogel, RA 563, reports the cover illustrated as Fi gure 4. This

cover has manv fac ets of interest. I t is not believed that it was taken to the
genera l post offi ce in Boston, althou gh it originated in that city, bu t, rather, was
p osted in a letter b ox, or at a local office. It is franked with 24 cents by a pair of
12c sta mps of the 1861 issue. Markings on its reverse indicate 1864 usage. In
1864 the rat es to Home were as shown in Table I :

Prussian closed mail
Br em /Hamb d irect
Fren ch mai l

TABLE I
Hat es to Home in 1864

-l-lc prepa it! per 'l2 01.

2Rc prepaymen t op tio na l per V2 0 1.

27c do do per \4 oz.

2832

Acco rding to the tabl e of postages to foreign countries published in the
U.S. Mail aiul Post Offi ce Assistant , these were the only rates available to Home.
As can he see n this cover was underpa id by any of the ra tes for the above routes.
Although not listed since Apri l 1857, the open mail rates, 5c by Briti sh packet
an d 21c b y Americ an packet , were still ava ilable by treaty.

j}~
/

Figure 4 . A co ve r by the unlis ted British ope n mail route to Rome .

If th e wri ter of this lett er had taken it to a Boston post office, he wou ld have
learned the corr ec t ra tes. But if he posted it in a letter box, why did he pay 24
cents? T he an swer to th is qu estion will never be known , but some reasons may
be suggested . He may have known the rate to England and had heard that
En gland would for ward letters pr ep aid to that country . H e ma y have known
that the ra te b y Amer ican packet b y open mail was 21 cents, but fell into th e
error mad e b y many p ostmasters. Thi s admonition is carried in many issues of
the U.S. Mail, thi s h ein g taken from the issue of February 1868, page 2:

Some postm asters, at inland offices, are in the habit of requiring a three
cent stamp to be aff ixed to letters dir ected to foreign countries, apparently
under th e impression th at the postage to lew York is required to be
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS (Continued from page 92)

Arkansas
456-S-5: 30Y2·20y:! D. Circl e, b lue , WV I) 1879. 12. (St. Lo u is, Iron Mou nt a in &: Sout he rn Rwy.) .

Te xas
476-D- I : 26 bl ack, lIanknote. 9. (Galveston , H on ston &: San Anton io) .

Tennessee
516-B-I : 26 bl ack, Bau kn ore. 5. (Nashville & Hi ckman ) .

Kentucky
522-S-4a: 30-19y:! D. Circl e, blu e, WVD 1883. 12. (Concinna ti South ern) .
524-S·9: (31y:!) x 25y:! Oval , b lue , W VI) 1877. 18. Partia l. (Lou isvill e, Ci ncin nati & Lexington

R . R.) .
52-I-S-10: 31y:! x 26y:! Ov al, bl ue , W YI) IR81. !G. Partial.

Ohio
550·H -I : 26 bl ack, Bankn ot e. 4. (Sa lamanca & Akron) .
561· R· I : 26 black, Ba nkn ote, 10. (T erre H au te &: In d ian ap olis) .
5GI-U- I : 27 black, Bankn o te. 4. (Colnm bus &: Cincinnat i) .
571-C-2: 27 black, Ban kn ote, 2. (Grafton & Cin cinnati) .
571-F· I: 26y:! black, WYD 1890. 3. (Pa rkersbur g & Cinc in na ti) .
573-1)·2: 27 black, WVD 1881. 4. (Cleve land , H udson & Col umb us}.
prep aid, as well as the foreign rates. T his is no t the case. T he ra tes published
in the Foreign Postage Tabl e cover the p ost age from or to any part of
th e United States.

If postm asters were under the impression th at an extra three cents we re
necessar y, a conside rable portion of th e public mu st also have been so mis
inform ed. W ha tever the reason may ha ve b een , thi s letter was prepaid with 24
cents.

The letter mu st have placed the Boston exchange offi ce in a quandary.
Unless it was sent as unpaid in the Bremen-H amburg or Fren ch mails, it could
not be forwarded by any of the published routes, The letter was not endorsed
to be sent by any route so the Boston office could make its own determination.
It was evide ntly decided to send it in the open mail to Liverpool b y American
packet , three cents overpaid by that route.

T he BOSTON AM. PKT marking applied in red shows th e dat e of 30 April
( 1864) which was a Saturday. Mails for th e America n p ackets sai ling from New
York were made up at Boston on Fridays. Boston , however, made up a mail
on Saturdays for conveyance by the Allan lin e steamers from Portland, Me.,
sa iling on the same day. The date in the Boston Ame rican packet markin g,
therefore indicat es th at this letter was conveyed to Liverpool by the Nova Scotian,
which sailed from Portland Me., on Saturday, 30 April 1864.

The letter arrived in London on 14 May 1864 and was forwarde d to France.
The London office marked it with a London marking on the reverse and with a
GB/40c marking on the face , indicating that it was forwarded to France charged
with tran sit postage at the rate of 40 centimes per 30 gra ms, bulk we ight of suc h
mail. It arrived at the ambulant postoffice, Calais to Paris (ANGL. AMB. CALAIS
marking, date unr ead abl e ) , where it was placed in a close d mail to Rom e. The
Fre nch office cha rged it with 26 decimes, by marking it "26" in ma nuscrip t. The
Rome receiving mark bears the date of 18 May 1864 and has beneath it "VIA DI
MARE" meaning "BY SE A." This indicates th at th e letter was sent th rough France
to Marseilles and thence by Mediterranean packet to Civitavecchia, and thence to
Rome. The letter was forwarded from Rome to F lorence ( F ire nze) , the "26" was
crosse d out and a collection of "32" indica ted .

Very few covers were sent to the continent of Europe by Brit ish open mail
af ter 1 April 1857, and one as late as 1864 is, inde ed , exceptional.
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD (Continued f rom page 86)

as being of 1861 usage. He also sta ted that Mr . Fisher had some doubts as to
the authenticity of the Aug. 17, 1861 strike on the loose lc stamp.

After som e consideration , the Period Editor has to agree that he stands cor
rected-this in spite of th e fact that the Scott 's United Stat es Stamp Catalo g,
Sp ecialized , as well as oth er respected stude nts have recognized and listed the
Aug . 17, 1861 date for years. \Ve say thi s because, to us, it does not appear to be
sound research procedure to accept a first day of usage two da ys earlier than
an y other known use of a stamp issue on the basis of a single off-cover loose
sta mp. First da ys of usage are considered important to collec tors, and this fact
is reflect ed by both status accorded such items in exhib itions, and prices realized .
Cons equen tly, in recognition of not only the possibility of faking, but of postal
clerk errors- and postal strikes that, for reason of hitting an edge of an enclosur e,
improper inking, or what-have-you, do not strike corr ectly-we should have more
evide nce of a first day of usage than a loose stamp. Properly used covers, with
clear markings and other evidence of a year date are far mor e reliable, and
shou ld be the basis of listings of first usages.
~. -~~~~~.~~~.~~. '
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P. O. Box 488

u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LI KE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
APS

USPCS
Lexington, Mass. 02 173 CSA
KEY WEST SHIP MARKING

In Chronicle No. 71, pa ge 138, th ere was illustrated a cover with a small blue
"SIllP" marking in addition to oth er markings of th e "U.S.Ship" type. The
cover bore no town marking, and, af ter a great dea l of searching, Mr. Meyer
finally located a cover bearing this same SHIP marking with a Key ' Vest c.d.s .
Now, Mr. Henry S. Nowak has sent a copy ma chine print of another cover also
bearing the SHIP marking, with a Key " Test postal marking tying a 3c 1857 stamp.
H is always pl easing to receive additional evidence to prove a pr e-conceived
notion!
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 73
The critical features of the 'February problem cover are the date and the

destination. During the second half of 1848, ret aliatory rat es were levied by the
U.S. Post Office on mail carri ed by British pa ckets . These rates involved a 24c
packet fee plus the inland postage of 5c or lOc by distance to or from th e
port. On incoming letters the postage was collected from the addressee, while
on outgoing mail the total amount had to be paid at mailing. The cover shown
(Figure 1 ) was mailed at BATAVIA N. Y. NOV 10 ( 1848) , addressed to Ban 
bury, England. Th e usual endorsement nam ing th e steamer, steamship line, or
por t is absent, so that there is no way to determine how th e sende r expected
the let ter to be forwarded. The Cunard vessel 11ibernia was scheduled to sa il
from Boston on the 15th of November, but th e writer was in error if he intended
the letter to go by her, A tota l of 34c postage wou ld have had to be prepaid to
put the letter aboard the Hibernia. All the lOc stamp could do was get th e cover
to a port on the East Coast, from where it could be transmitted by private ship .
If a correspondent preferred such transmission , he usually so indicated by th e
phrase "by ship from New York," or whatever port he chose, or by naming th e
vessel. This cover has no markings on it to indicate from what port it left.

ull/!t "~Jd;nA
t$al

" .

Figure 1

After the start of the Cunard mail service in 1840, the use of private ships
to carry transatlantic mail had steadily declined , because of th e greate r reliability
and speed of the contract mail packets. In this case the Post Office had no re
course except to forward the letter by pri vate ship, as no other method was ava il
able for transmission to the British Isles without pr epayment of th e packet
postage.

The letter was landed at Liverpool on December 2 and received an oc
tagonal handstamp in black : 2 DE 1848/LIVERPOOLjSHIP ( Robe rtson type
816, in use 1841-1855 ). Thi s marking was struck on the reverse, as frequently
happened . The cover was also struck "8" in black, indica ting th e Brit ish inco m
ing ship letter fee of 8d sterling due ( in force 1840-c. 1857 ) ; this amount com
bined th e ship let ter fee and the intern al posta ge to destination . Th e handstruck
"8" is a type characteristic of Liverpool.

It is impossible to tell wheth er the prepayment of only lOC on this cover was
du e to ignorance or guile. Th e most expeditious service to the Briti sh Isles was
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by Cunar d packet. The sender may not have known that 24c additional prepay
ment was now required under these special circumstances. Co ntrariwise the
writer ma y have been well aw are of the retaliatory charges and have de
lib erately chosen this wa y to circumvent them. Th e pos tage cost on this
letter was lOc + 8d or about 26c, whereas the cost by pa cket would have
been 34c + 1/ - or 58c. The letter would, however , have arrived sooner bv
pa cket, as th e H ibernia reached Liverp ool on November 26. .

In th e Sp ecial Service (p. 488 ) Sta nley B. Ashbrook described a similar
cover with a 10c stamp used from New Orleans in Jul y 1848. Three covers with
pairs of th e 5c stamp ar e recorded addressed to England in October and Novem
ber of 1848. All received Liverpool ship le tter handstamps.

(In rcspo nse to seve ra l requcst s, thc p ho togra p h of th e prohlcm cover is be in g re p ri n ted
h cre in th e sa me issue as t he a nswer, fOI' ease o f re fere nc e. You r com m en ts-fo r or agai nst - will
he ap p reci a tcd , a nd wi ll d e terminc whet her th is inn ov at ion is con t iu ucd .)
ARE THEY OR AREN'T THEY?
T he covers show n in th e montages in Figures :2 and 3 were sent in by one

of our memb ers who is extremely suspicious of all of them becau se of the can
cellations on th e stamps. He is sure that some, if not all , are fakes. In several
cases I concur; in some others, I'm less sure . Specialized knowledge could be
decisive ; th erefor e th e best course seems to me to be to illustrate them her e, de
scr ibe th em as objec tively as possibl e, point out their inconsisten cies, and ask for
your comments.

T he covers in Fi gur e 2 are the most dubious, in my opinion. From the top
they are :

a ) BOSTON MASS AUC 23 ( dc-red) to New York City. Pair of 1c 1861
cancelled and tied with odd DUEl l in black to white envelope docketed "Boon
Frost Aug. 24/ 64." The cover is shor t paid one cent for a letter rat e, but the
D UE 1 marking is unknown to me. T he two strikes do not appear quite alike.
Is anyo ne familiar with th is marking?

b ) SENECA FALLS N. Y. APR 8 (black) to Cooperstown. Black PAID
ALL ties 3c 1857 to buff envelope . Inks of postmark and cancel are tot ally dif 
ferent. Letters of PAID ALL are irr egul ar and appear to have been individually
struck.

c ) OW ASCO N. Y. APR 1 (black) to Brooklyn , Pa. Vertical pair of the 3c
1857 tied b y black PAID ALL to small white envelope. Peculiar ink smears at
left of stamps. Postm ark and PAID ALL inks appear different to naked eye and
under bl ack light. Could thi s tin y envelope be double weight?

d ) CENT RE DA LE It 1. JAN 29 (black) to Pr ible, N. Y. Two copies of
th e 3c 1857 tied to buff envelope with skull and crossbones in bl ack. The stat e
abbrevia tion is faint but th e only town of thi s name in the 1859 P. O. list is in
Rh ode Island. Again th e shade and intensity of ink in the postm ark and cancel
are dissimilar. Furthermore the two stamps are distin ctly different colors .

T he second phot o ( Figure 3 ) illustrat es some more questionabl e covers
and a few th at may be good.

e) BOONEVILLE COL. SEP 7 (black ) to North Stephentown, N. Y. Yel
low envelope with 10c 18,57 tied by blurred "10" in black. The owner says Boon e
ville did not appea r in th e Federal Hegister as a post office till 1863, and that
th e ra te is incorrect, as th e distan ce was less th an 3,000 miles. There is no
evide nce of year dat e. The rate effective July 1, 1855, was 10c for 3,000 miles
or over; the Act of F ebruary 27, 1861, states "the rat e of letter postage between
any State or Territory east of the Rocky Mountains and any Sta te or T erritory
on th e Pacific Coast sha ll be 10 cents per half ounce." If th e latter law applied
an d was interp reted to mean 10c between points east and west of the Rockies,
the lOc rate could be rig ht, if Booneville was considered west of the Rookies.

f ) HOMEH N. Y. SEP 1 1853 (black) to Locke, N. Y. Black WAY ties 1c
1851-57. Own er says th e stamp is a perforat ed type V with perfs clipped. The
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margins are so close" that I can 't be sure what stamp it is. Th ere is a pencil
docket: "C. W. Sanders/Sept 27 1853.'~ Why a lc rate? I can find no record of
a year-dated postmark from Homer in 1853. Can anyone identify the WAY
marking? " " r

g) BINGHAMPTON N. Y. SEP 21 (black-duplex type) to same. Black
WAY ties lc 1857. The surface of the stamp looks scuffed below the cancel. The
black of WAY is far more intense than that of the postmark. The way fee was no
longer added to the postage after January 1, 1853, but was still paid to the
carrier. Payment of way fees was eliminated by the Act of March 3, 1863. Hand
stamps for WAY, like PAID or FREE, were sometimes used merely as cancel
lers.

h ) BURLINGTON VT. NOV 23 186? (de-black ) to Washington, D. C. Two
copies of the 3c 1857 cancelled and tied by black FREE to white envelope
addressed to Lieut. A. K. Nichols, 4th Vt. Volts. , 6th Army Corps. Year date is
probably 1861. The Postal History of V ermont does not show any examples of
FREE markin gs. Can anyone establish whether this handstamp was used at
Burlington?

i) MACEDON N. Y. MAY 12 (black) to Albany. Stamps of the 1869 issue
the 6c and 12c-tied with black smudge and odd PAID. Owner is very doubtful
about the PAID cancel. At left is written in pencil: "Registe red No.2. ( F . W.) /
P. M./May 12,186(9) ." The registry fee was rais ed to 15c on January 1,1869, so
that the rate is correct for a registered letter. Can an yone determine the nam e of
the postmaster of Macedon in 1869 to see if his initi als were F . \Y.?

All the covers are sealed envelopes without contemporary markings on
the ba ck. If you can supply information or elucidat ion on any of the markings or
uses represented by these covers, please send them in . They will be published in
a later issue.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 4

The new problem cover was submitted by William R. Weiss so long ago that
he has probably despaired of ever seeing it in these pages. This interesting cover
has a total of ten markings. As the photo in Figure 4 shows, the cover is a white
envelope mailed with a 3cTreasuryDepartment stamp (Scott's No. 074). It
is postmarked WASHINGTON D. C. APR 10 8 PM in black. Also on the face
are two strikes of ADVERTISED in black in a 21 mm. circle. One has the pencil
notation "4/26" in the center. The second is blank, unless the manuscript "2" in
red crayon is considered to belong with the ADVERTISED marking. In addition
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there are a manuscript "104" in gree n crayon at th e left and a black UN
CLAIMED in a 22 mm. circle. Faintly struck over "Archibald" is a 51 x 34 mm.
oval in blue, reading SECOND AUDITOR'S OFFICE/JUN 8 1875. Too bad
we can't show thi s in color. On th e back of the cover are a circular black
BEDFORD lOA MAY 24 with a duplex tar get and a blu e DEAD LETTER OF
FICE U. S. JU N 71875.

How and wh y and in what sequence were the various markings applied ?
What regul ations do th ey illustrate?
THE LAST POST

Parkinson's Law, as enuncia ted by the British satirist C. Northco te Parkinson,
sta tes with wry cynicism that work expands to fit the time allotted it. Th ere
should be a journalistic coro llary -perhaps: "Verbiage enlarges to fit the space
availabl e to it." As nature abhors a vacuum, an editor abhors blank paper.
Therefore, some random remarks und er th e above heading will appear occas ion
ally-as space permits and necess ity demands-in orde r to present items of in
form ation received too lat e for inclu sion und er the proper heading or to update
and add to rep ort s published in previous issues, but especially to avoid th e
effe te prodigality of an empty page.

Hunter M. Th omas Jr. report s a cover on which he believes a yea r date has
been added to th e postmark. Th e cover, with a 3c 1851 stamp, is postm arked at
St. Louis, Mo. on May 8, 1852. Mr. Thomas, who has exami ned the cover, cites the
following reasons for his opinio n: "The St. Louis strike is not as heavy as the
1852 year dat e. The 1852 ind ents the envelope, indicating it was added at a
later da te , probably by a numbering machine. Th e black ink used for the
May 8, St. Loui s, Mo. cance l is a darker shade th an used for the 1852. Th e 3c
1851 is not brownish carmine which would probabl y have been used in May
1852 and th e impression indicat es a later usage, probably in 1855. The 1852
date is at an an gle to May 8 whi ch wouldn' t have been likely if applied at
sam e tim e."

Also in reference to fake covers, your atte ntion is called to a valuable and
informative arti cle "The F ine Art of Forgery Detecting" by Calvet M. Hahn in
the March 1972 issue of the Collectors' Club Philatelist . Th e imm edi ate sub ject
is an 1848 stampless cover with a forged hotel handstamp and an altered post
mark. Cal uses several kinds of evidence to demonstrate the fraudulence of the
ma rkings on th is particular cover. In ad dit ion, his genera l observa tions on the
steps involved in th e analysis of a ques tiona ble item are applicable to most
covers of th e classics per iod .

Some further comme nts have been received from readers on the November
problem cover and the discussion of it in the February issue. J. V. Nielsen Jr .
writes that he has a turned cover postmarked Charleston, S. c., and addressed
to Mr . Dani el Ravenel Jr. , Marion Artillery, Charleston , S. C. The stamp has
come off, evidently wh en the cover was turned , but th ere is a handstruck "PAID"
and an "8" in pencil, so that it must have been a 2c stamp-a 2c red brown by th e
size of th e spa ce left. The reverse of the heavy brown paper cover is addresse d
to Florence, S. C., with three Arche r and Daly 10c stamps. Since a port ion of
th e Charleston postm ark was on the missing stamp, th e exac t date is not known ,
but the year was prob ably 1863. Th e chief relevance of thi s cover, however , is
that th e "PAID 8" clear s up one question-it establishes th at postmasters did
make cha nge-on occas ion, at least ; but, since the Be was prepaid , it does not
settle whether partial pa yments were recognized on short paid letters .

Pet er Powell has sent a ph otocopy of a stampless cover postmarked "RICH
MOND VA. JAN 1 1863" and addressed , as was the problem cover, to Mobile.
It was faintly struck "D UE 10" at Richm ond . There is anothe r "10" (heavil y
struck upside down ) which appears to be the same handstamp as on the prob
lem cover , and which was presum abl y applied at Mobile. Mr. Powell obse rves:
"Mobile used th e 10 without the word du e and is one of the few cities in the
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Confederacy that did not stamp or write the word due (a ca rryover from the
U. S. custom when the word Paid was shown for paid covers but just the
num erals for du e or collect covers). The actual due rate should have been 8 but
late in th e war this difference in pennies was usually overlooked ." He also says,
"Mobile seems to have been over conscientious and re-stamped du e covers or
underpaid covers with a 10 ( I have recently seen a 3rd cover ) to be sure th ere
was no question of the du e status."

The interest aroused by the Blakely cover indica tes th at, for many of our
rea ders, the classics period does not end at the Maso n-D ixon Line.

Robert Dalton Harris sent in a thorough analysis of th e 1847 problem cover
which is discussed at the beginnin g of this section. Bob is preparing an illuminat
ing article on his discoveries about forgeries of th e STEAM ER/ 5 and
STEAMER/I0 markings. It will appear here soon.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specia lize in covers of the world. We have a co mp re he nsive sto ck of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Reg istered,
Special Delive ry and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
tor ia ls and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawai i. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 02108
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Olk Ridge ROld

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Phllatel lc Classi cs Society
T he Ch ronicle / Ma y 1972 / Vol. 24, No.2
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything
in 19th and early 20th Century
covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual
U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden. Co.
aOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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WANTED
COVERS AND STAMPS-1847-1890

FOR INSERTION IN U.S.P.C.S.

SALES CIRCUITS

FOR DETAILS, CONTACT: DR. W. F. AMONETTE

200 8TH STREET RADFORD, VIRGINIA 24141
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED-by coil. for study of Blood's
Loc al #15LI8-on/off cover-sin gles/mults;
proofs, essays, literature. Send with price
or write : Steven Roth, c/o Wilkes & Artis,
1401 uK" St. NW, Wash., D.C. 20005.

WANTED-N. Y. S. cancels on 1851- 1869
covers, and U218- U221 cen t. issue entires,
Unused patriotics. D. Wasserman, 2104 Hol
land Ave., Bronx, N.Y. 10462.

WANTED- P etersbu rg, Va. Cover s: Colo
nial, Stampless, Classics , Trans-Atlantic,
Confederate. A . L. T. Tobi as , 3909 W. Slau
son Av e ., Los Angeles, Calif. 90043.

CI ·1\5 SICS member needs help! Background
info, data , etc. concerning U. S. P . O. SEALS
urgently needed . Write : Seymour Kazman,
? Skelmor Crescent, Don Mills, Ontario,
Canada.

WANTED-LITTLE MIAMI R. R. cover.
Wm. P. Broo ks 1533 S. Burnett Rd ., Spring
field , Ohio 45505.

FOR SALE-I828 Postal Laws and Gui de,
Xerox copy: $25 hardbound, $20 softbound.
Also have Ashbrook Special Service, in
quire on prices . Jim Kesterton, 336 Home 
stead Lane, Delaware, OH 43015.
Classified Advertising
The Chron icle is prepared 10 accep t classified advertising fro m the membership on a

basis of 50c per half col um n line. Using 8 pl . Iype. this will run about 40 le tt ers or spaces per
line, give or tak e a few. T he m ajor purpose of th e classified ads is to permit members to locale,
bu y or sell specia lized materi al , ra ther tha n a purely comme rcia l intent.

All cop y should be mailed , together with a check for the ad, 10 th e advert ising manager
Cli fford L. Fr iend, 8081 Aq uada le Dri ve , Boardman , Ohio 44512.

Payment shou ld be for wh ole li nes , incl udi ng nam es and add resses.
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THE FREDERICK R. MAVER
COLLECTION

OF

EARLY UNITED STATE S

TO BE SOLD AT AUCTION BY H. R. HARM ER, INC. OF NEW YORK

ON MAY 23rd AT 6:00 P.M .

A collection noted for its exquisite quality of the 1847 and 1851-56 lssues. The

sale w ill includ e approximately 164 lots of the 1847 5c and 10c denominat ions

and 178 lots of the 1851-56 1c, 3c, 10c and 12c denom inations. These issues,

wh ile represented predominantly by cancelled singles, contain many pairs, strips,

blocks and important covers.

In addit ion there is a scattering of later issues a lso se lected fo r thei r qual ity.

The accurate ly describ ed, pro fusely illustra ted de-luxe catalog ue is avai lable free

at Harme rs Galle ries or for 50c by mail.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auc tioneers

6 West 48th Street, New York, N. Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460
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