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$4,021,873.50!
This figure is the gross realization of our auc

tion sales for the calendar year 1972 . . . a

record unapproached by any other auction firm

in the United States!

It is a solid affirmation of our continued pre

eminence in the field and a challenge to main

tain this position.

We are proud that the name of SIEGEL stands

at the peak and we shall continue to exert

every effort to merit the confidence shown in

us by the philatelic world.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

120 East 56th St. New York, N.Y. 10022



RARE U.S. COVERS
# 1 (5c 1847) PAIR, ON COVER WITH "STEAMER HECLA"

HANDSTAMP & "PAID 11 CENTS" OBLITERATED BY PEN.

VERY RARE & POSSIBLY UNIQUE PACKET MARKING

WITH 5c 1847!! $1,000

# 17a (12c 1851 BISECT), TIED BY "STEAMSHIP" CANCEL

TO V. F. FOLDED LETTER WITH CLEAR "STMR. SIERRA

NEVADA - VIA NICARAGUA - ADVANCE OF THE MAILS"

BLUE OVAL HANDSTAMP. RARE & BEAUTIFUL, P. F.

CERT., CAT. $1,500+ $1,250

# 28A (5c 1858 -INDIAN RED), HORIZONTAL STRIP OF

3, TIED "NEW ORLEANS, LA." POSTMARKS TO FOLDED

LETTER TO FRANCE, USUAL TRANSIT & RECEIVING MARK-

INGS, RARE!! $1,000

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U.S. COVERS? SATISFACTION OR IMMEDIATE REFUND.
INSTALLMENT PAYMENT TERMS (No inter est or carr y ing charg es) IF DESIRED

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Bost on, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522
T HE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. Philateli c Classics Society, Inc., at W a shington ' Vest House,
Fulton, Mo. 65251. Second-cla ss postage paid at Fulton, Mo. Subscription price $14.00 . A year's sub
scription is included in membership in the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society , w it h $7.50 of each
member's du es a p portioned to p ub lication of Th e Chronicl e . Printed in th e Un ited States of Amer ica .
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if your problem is
the best way to

sell your stamps
...ask the man from

Harmer: Rooke!

HE MAKES HOUSE CALLS!
... in big cities and

small towns, too
Collectors and dealers everywhere depend on the traditional expertise and integrit y
of Harmer Rooke and monthly, cross-country trips are a regular part of our unique
service. With scheduled appointments in major cities, a key executive from Harmer
Rooke is read ily available to you in any outlying part of the country as wel l. Whether it's
a coll ection , an accumulation, Individual rarit ies or dealer stock . . .you owe it to yourself
to get the advice of the man from Harmer Rooke . . .without ob ligat ion on you r part .
A to ll-free phone call is all it takes to arrange an appointment, at your convenience,
in your home or offi ce.

If YOU have significant material and need expert advice,
DIRECT INQUIRY MAY BE MADE BY CALLING, TOLL FREE,

ON THE HARMER ROOKE " HOT-LINE" 800-221-7276
from anywhere in Cont inental U.S.A. except New York State

(In New York, Call (212) PLaza 1-1900)

~-' f!/looIce w ~O.-' #nc.
INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS • SALES AGENTS. APPRAISERS

3 East 57th Street New York, N.Y. 10022 (212) PLaza1·1900
ESTABLISHED: LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
BANK NOTE ISSUES 1870-88
There has been discussion for severa l years about the degree of interest in

these issues, and th e desirability of including them in the Chronicle. Many col
lectors consider th em part of the U. S. classic issues, with whi ch we agree.

The editorial staff of the Chronicle has decided to inau gu rate a Bank Note
section with thi s issue. It is hoped th at this will encourage collec tors of these is
sues to write articles or just send in information about their specialty. Almost
every subject is desir ed except material on th e tra nsatlantic mails which is al
ready covered in Prof. Har gest's section.

Many subjects would , we feel, be of interest , from plate va rieties of the
stamps, as an example, through can cellati ons and the numerous phases of postal
history. Illustrations and pictures of unusual items are alwa ys welcome. We will
welcom e an y suggestions from our members , but most important, we ask you
Bank Note buffs to get to work. This is your cha nce to work in a field th at in
our opinion has been somewhat neglected in the past.

Morrison \Vaud

I~~~
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I hope you will all share my pride and sa tisfaction in th e ann ouncement
above. Morrison Waud is an enthusiastic and inform ed collector who has alreadv
earned distinction as a philat elic autho r for his work on New York foreign mail
cancels in collaboration with Arthur Van Vlissingen . We are fortunate indeed
that he has consented to be editor for the Bank Note period . I am confident th at
thi s sec tion will quickly earn a loyal and cooperative follo win g. Please lend your
support to Mr. \Vaud. His address is on the masthead.

The little centennial 3c Bank Note cover above seems espe cially appropriate
for the occasion. It is postmarked at Whiteh all , N.Y. on JAN 1, and the stamp is
cancelled with a negative "1873." It is presented here as a propitious augury for
the new venture.
T he Chronicl e / Februa ry 1973 / Vol. 25, No . I 5



THE 1847-51 PERIOD

CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES
EXCEPT TO EUROPE AND BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

CREIGHTON C. HART

Th e November 1972 Ch ronicle has an art icle about 172 covers to Europe
which were all the covers to Euro pe I then listed.I This second article was to in
clude all the ',17 covers to other foreign countries but the covers to British North
America are unexpectedly so num erous, import ant, and interesting that th ey will
require a separa te article. Th e rest of the world was neglected as far as letters
bearing our first issue are concerned. Covers to "the rest of the world" are to
Cub a, Chile, Chin a, Mexico, Brazil, and Hawaii and are the sub ject of this ar
ticle. These are the only foreign countries to which I list '47 covers except, of
course, to Europe and British North Amer ica .

The next article on covers to Briti sh North America will comprise mail to
the form erly autonomous provinces of present-day Canada . To give you some
idea how important the postal serv ice was to the Canadas and the rest of British
North America compared to other foreign coun tries, I pr esentl y list 285 cross
border '47 covers-more '47 covers than to all the other foreig n coun tries
combined .

This has been the most difficult article on '47 covers that I have ever writ
ten. The commercial, political an d personal ties of the rest of the world were
with Europe and communications flowed to and from there. Correspondence be
tween the United States and South America, Asia or Africa was almost non
existent during the four years the '47 stamps were current. As a result there are
very few covers to study and the important postal marks that are now so well
understood on transatlantic mail are rarely found on these covers. For illustra
tions I have to rely largely on auc tion catalogs and the few ar ticles that have
appeared in the past. As a result the illustrations for this articl e are ph otographs
of past illustrations and are disap pointing. Even though this article leaves much
to be desired, it is well to have in one place for easy reference the sca ttere d in
forma tion about '47 covers to "the rest of the world". Of course any information
from specialists, to help fill in the man y gaps, will be appreciated.

It was the accepted practice during the curre ncy of the '47 stamps to pay
domestic postage only to the border or U. S. port of depart ure. The postal treati es
with Great Britain and Canada in 1848 and 1851 respectively were a great step
forward because the terms of these treaties permitted residents of each country
to pay in full postage to the other. None of the countries discussed in this article
had a postal treat y with the United States so the awkward practice of domestic
postage to the border , plus ocean postage, plus foreign postage to destin ation
prevailed .

Conspicuous by their absence are the foreig n postal ra te marki ngs on most of
these covers. Because several of these covers have no foreign marks it's natural
to ask which of th em did and which did not reach th eir foreign destin ation? Also
one wonders how thos e let ters that were delivered abroad reached the addressee
if not by a foreign post? .

Of the covers discussed here foreign postal marks ap pear on only the two
covers to Cuba and one cover each to Chile and China. Regular postal service
was not start ed to Cuba until late 1848: however the PL&R of 18472 provided for
a 12~c rate, as authorized by the Act of March 3, 1847. The annual report of the
Postmaster General, dated December 3, 1849, states, "The mail from Charleston ,
via Savannah to Havana under the cont ract with this department has been carr ied
since 18th October 1848 in the Steamer 'Isabel' with a good share of regulari ty,
at the cost of $35,086.22. No other foreign mail is carr ied by contract with this
department."
6 The Chronicle / February 1973 / Vol. 25, No . I
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Cover A has only IDe in stamps to pay the 121/2c rate to Cuba . The 2V2c underpaym ent was probably paid
either in cash or charged to 'he se nder's account. This is a photograph of an illus tration that appeared in an
Ashbrook article in "Stamps", December 11, 1948 . It is reproduced here with Mr. Lindquist's kind permission .

There are only two covers known to Cuba (covers A an d B) and Ashbrook
specu lates wh y there are so few: "Perhaps th e reason is that it cost 2Jfc extra to
send a letter by the 'Isabel', if one elected to pay th e postage by stamps ra ther than
by charge or cash." (Spec ial Service, p. 363). Fortuna tely, both covers are illus
trated and if any, collec tor knows of others please wri te me. On each cover is what
looks like a "1;' this apparently represe nts the Cuban inland postage du e from
the addressee. If some specialist in Cuban ra tes can explain th is, it will be ap
pr eciated .

Cover B has an ove rpayment of 2V2C to Cuba . The Sc stamp could hav e been bisect ed because half stamps
were accepted for postage during the currency of the 1847 issue . This illus tration is from Ashbrook' s " Spe cia l
Service."

The colorful cover to Chile (cover C) is a fron t only and has a b lue postmark
and a bright blue grid attractively struck on the red brown stamp . The foreign
ma rkings are in red and may represent Chilean posta ge; the "3Jf" perhaps in
clu din g a port fee of "l Jf" and a domestic charge of "2" or vice-versa. The letter
was evidently transported from Washington, D . C. by U. S. naval vessel.
T he Chronicle / February 1973 / Vol. 25, No . I 7



Cov er C to Chile is a cover front in th e Paul C. Rohloff collection.

George E. I-largest illustrated and discussed this cover in the August 1971
Chronicle . At that time the cover was describ ed as "proba bly 1849 or 1850"
based on the shad e of the stamp, but this method of dating is only tentative and
often unreliabl e. An inq uiry to the Library of the United Sta tes Naval Academy
at Annapolis brought the following response, dated 13 December 1972:

Your Ictt cr of December 8th .. . concerncd with two naval officers assigned
10 th c U. S. N. Astronom ical Expedi tio n to San tiago de Chile. has becn Forwarded
10 th c Library (or research a nd reply.

Accord ing to th e U. S. Nav y " Registers" Lt . J ames M. GiIliss was on specia l
service wi th th e Ex ped ition (rom 1850 thro ug h 1852. Passed Mid shipman Seth
Lcd yard Ph elps was on th c samc speci a l serv ice (o r thc ycar 1852 only.

Although thi s information seems to indicate a use in 1851 or 1852, after
demoneti zation, the use of the Phil ad elphia postmark with "5 cts." is not com
pat ible with these dat es. It is clear that further investiga tion will be necessary to
determine the facts about this cove r and clear up the un answered ques tions.

(E ditor's note: New evidence regarding the handstruck markings-their mea n
ing and the place of their application-is mention ed in the first para graph of the
article on mails to the West Coast of South America in the Transatl ant ic Mails sec
tion of the current issue. It is hop ed tha t a detailed report can be published in a
future issue. S. 1\1. McD.)

Cover D to Chin a is a pho tog raph of an illu str at ion in a Jo hn A. Fox catalog for an auct ion held Augu st 15, 1966.

Only the upper half of the cover to China can be illustra ted (cover D). Even
though this lett er is addressed to Asia it wen t by the tra nsatlantic route to Eng
land. Th e date listed for this cover is not that of its mai ling in the U. S. (which
is unknown ), but that in the "PAID" transit postmark applied at London. Un
fortun ately only the top portion of the cover is illustrated in the auction cata log
8 The Chronicl e / February 1973 / Vol. 25, No . I



and show n is 35c in '47 sta mps. An illustration of the entire cover would be
valuable becau se the tabl es of the Post Offi ce Dep artment" published Jun e 19,
1849 show the ra te to China via Southa mpton to he 45c per )2 oz. and tha t the
rat e must be prep aid. (It alics as in the instructi ons). Th e rat e to China in the same
tabl e via Mar seilles is 65c per }; oz. and must be prepaid. This letter is ma rked
"via Southampton" so we' d expect evide nce th at a 10c stamp has been lost or
that l ac was paid in cash. It wou ld be a grea t help if the collec tor owning thi s
cove r wou ld permit me to photograph it for our members as thi s is the only
known '47 cover by this route.

Alex L. tel' Braake deserves the cred it for locating and illustrating the two
covers to Mexico (cover E). Both covers are addressed to Ca pt. John G. Tod and
are part of the famil y pap ers of Mrs. Tod H am ner of Houston. Both covers are
fully illustrat ed in the chapte r on th e American-Mexican \ Var in Mr. tel' Brunke's
book, Texas, Th e D rama of Its Postal Past. As Mr. tel' Braake explains, the war at
thi s tim e had pro gressed from Vera Cruz to the capture of Mexico City where
Captain Tod was sta tioned when the letter fina lly reached him. The lac '47
paid the posta ge from Baltim ore to New Orleans and from ther e the letters were
forwarded to their Mexican destination b y military con veyance. Obviously, one
would not expect to find Mexican postal markings under these conditions.
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Cover E to Mexico is one of two lOc covers to Captain Tad. The fortun es of war are evide nt on the face of
the cover. As Captain Tod left Texas for the Mexican wa r and befor e the lett er could be forwarded to him at
Vera Cruz, the Am erican Army had captured Mex ico City .

There are also four covers to Mexico listed in the Mav 1968 Chron icle article
"1847 Covers from Pan ama". These four cove rs are a philat elic "Believe it or Not"
becau se they origin at ed in a foreign country (Peru) and were delivered with
U. S. stamps to a foreign country (Mexico) withou t ever being in the United
Stat es or in any of our territor ies. T hey are not included here because they did
no t origina te in th e Unite d Stat es.

The lac cover to the Sandwich Islands, now Hawaii , is a front only (cover
F ). There is a faint red da testamp of Westfi eld , N. Y. in the upper left corn er as
well as a manuscript "10" besid e the stamp. W estfield is near th e westernmost
border of New York, and its location more than 300 miles from Boston required
l ac posta ge per )2 ounce. If th is were a double ra te letter the stamp paid one rate
and th e manuscript "10" wa s 10c du e for less than a ha lf ounce over-w eight.
Covers such as this should be expe rt ized becau se if thi s was a single rate collect
letter , the stamp has been added and does not belong. T here is no evide nce of
T he Chronicle / Febru ar y 1973 / Vo l. 25. No . I 9



; t

" ,.

Cover F is to the Sandwich Islands, now Haw aii. This is a photograph of an illustration from the catalog of
a Robert A. Siegel auction Jun e 25, 1971.

ocean postage or Hawaiian domestic postage and the lett er, whe ther orig ina lly
stamped or stam pless, very likely was carried there by one of Mrs. Gulick's fel
low missionaries. At this time missionaries were leaving for Hawaii regularly fro m
Boston. It is because of them we have the Hawaiian "Missionary" stamps.

Cover G is addre ssed to Brazil but it may have been delivered to Midshipman Denniston afte r his return to
New York. This is a photog raph of an illustration in Mannel Hahn's " Postal Marking s of the United State s
1847· 1851".

Richard Graham is the authori ty on the Naval Lyceu m marking (cover G)
and has pub lished two articles" on this subject. He has writte n me fully about th is
particular cover and I am privileged to quote the pert inent parts of his letter.

Abo u t th e usage-thc 5c sta mp paid th e postage, domestic that is. and th ere
is no fore ign rat e conno tat ion whatsoever abou t the usage. H owever. I am not sure
whether the 5c stamp paid th e postage afte r th e cover left the Lyceum or to it. The
norm al usage was th at domesti c postage was pa id on suc h covers, which were ad 
d ressed to personnel on fo reign sta tion. but in care of th e U. S. Na val Lyceum
in th e Brooklyn Navy Yard . T he Lyceum was reall y a sor t of officers club. and most
of th e officers of thc i avy belo nged to it or th e simila r institution at Boston (Naval
Lib rary and Institute). These clu bs wer e of a scmi-official na tu re, just as are of
ficcrs clubs today, and someone at th e Lyceum kep t track of th e assignments of thc
var ious off icers , an d al so of their sh ips . \ Vhen a vessel left th e Yard , cn ro u te for
a pa rticu lar squad ro n on fo reig n sta tion, of course all official mails, supp lies not
procu ra ble ab road, offi cers and men to be assign ed to th e sh ip s on tha t stat ion.
etc. wer e sen t wit h thc sh ip . O f cou rse, the bag of accumu la ted mails of a person al
na ture , addressed to the offi cer s of the squadron, were sen t a long. too . Therefore, th e
postage beyond th e Naval Lyceum was free, and such covers ne ver bear anyt h ing
o thc r than domesti c posta ge. for norm al use.
10 T he Chro nicle / February 1973 / Vol. 25, No.



I wou ld guess tha t th ere is an erased manu script pos ta l origin marking - judg
ing from the 5c sta mp. I sugges t this becau se of th e manu script cancel on th e sta mp ;
a lways assumi ng , of course, t hat the stamp was actu a lly used on this cover. I h ave
seen a goo d ma ny covers mailed at New York or, in a few cases, Brookl yn , which
had obviously origi na ted a t th e Nav y Yard . T hese a ll bo re reg u la r handstam ped
townmarks and kill ers where stamps were present. H ad the su bjec t cove r been so
mailed , I fee l that it shou ld have either a New York or Brookl yn c.d .s. handstamped .
I have no idea as to wh ether Brookl yn ever used pe n marks in cancelling 1847
stamps.

As I see i t, th e cover was ad dressed to Midshi pma n Denniston aboard the
In dependence, wh ich was on her way ho me fro m th e Pa ci fic in 1849. T he le tter had
been inten ded to wa it for her arriva l at R io (nearl y alw ays a por t of ca ll for Nav y
sh ips hom in g from th e Pacifi c) . H owever , th e Lyceu m, rea lizi ng , possib ly, th at there
was no ship sched uled to go that direction before th e In dep end ence left th ere
(such hom in g trips wer e very u ncer ta in , in sofar as in formation ava ilable in th e

States was conce rn ed-abo ut a ll that cou ld be know n was tha t th e t ndep endence
had been ordered home, and shou ld a rr ive in the sp ring of 1849) . So, the letter was
held np, and wh en th e Independence go t in , Midsh ipm an Denn iston was appoin ted
to th e E rie, and h is mail eventuall y caugh t up w ith him .

Here is a record of th e covers discussed in this article and th e same tabular
form is used for these 8 covers as was used for the 172 1847 covers to Europe.

OK

EXjl .

Ph

Ill.
Ph
Ph
CS

to Can ton, China

P osi nia rk IIlId Desti nat ion
Baltimore to N. 0 ., to Mexico Cit y
Ba ltimor e to N. 0 ., to Mexi co Cit y
Charlesto n, S. C. to H avan a

?, ?4, 1850

8, 1847
5, 1848

14, 1848

1847 COVERS TO liTHE REST OF THE WORLD"
StamjJ(s)
IOc (I)
10c (I)
5c (I)

10c (I)
5c (I)

10c (3)
Mar. 14, 1850 5c (2) Cha rlesto n , S. C. to Carde nas , Cuba Ph
Nov. 18, 18-X 10c (I) We stfie ld , N. Y. to Oahu , Hawaii Ph
Dec. 23, 18-X 5c (I) Philadelphia to Santiago, Ch ile CS
X - X , 18-X 5c (I) Nava l Lyceum to R io de Janeiro, Br azil Ph

Th ere may be more '47 covers to "the rest of the world" than are listed here.
If there are I hope you will wr ite me about th em because the Chronicle is th e
publication wh ere th e very latest information ab out our classic issues is best pub
licized. An outstanding example of cooperation for the 1847 section was th e list 
ing of 98 lOc 1847 bisects in the May Hl69 Chronicle . Through th e combined ef
forts of David Baker , Susan McD onald, myself and our memb ers, th e Chronicle
has given you thi s updated list from 5 bisects listed b y John Luff" in 1902, to 12
by Dr. Carr oll Chase? in 1916, to 45 b y Lest er Brookman" in 1947, to the 98 in
1969 and at least 5 more will be adde d in th e next tabulation. For our memb ers'
use, I have 62 color slides or black and white illustrations of these 98 bisect s.

We all work for free and I ask only that you continue to help when you can
to make the 1847 sec tion better with each issue.

feb .

Dlltc
Dec.
jun.
Nov.

References
1 Only th ree addi tional cove rs have been re ported: to Eng land, France an d H oll and .
2 Latus IIml R egulat ion s for th e Go ven/ m ellt of th e Post Office D ep art ment , 1847, Section 7,

p . 88.
3 Report of th e Postm aster Ge nera l, Ll st Con gress, Senate Executiue Docu ment s, Vol. 5,

pp . 837-38.
4 Alex . L. tel' Braakc, T CXIIS, th e Dranut of It s Postal PIISt, Amer ican Phila teli c Societ y, 1970.
5 " Mail to an d from the Sh ips of the U nited States Navy (1798-1861) ," Amer icall Ph ilat elist ,

Feb ruary 1969, and "Naval Age ncy Markin gs," P ostal Histor y j ou rna l, No vemb er, 1959.
G John N. Luff, Th e Posta ge Stam-ps of th e U nited States , 1902, p. 62.
7 D r. Carro ll Chase, "T he 1847 Issue," Philat elic Gazette, Septem ber 1916, p . 259.
8 Lester G . Brookm an , T h e Ni neteen t li Celltury Postage Stanips of th e U nited Stat es, H . L.

Lind qu ist Publica tion s, 1947, I, 68-72.
INFORMATION WANTED
In order to test and verify the effec tive date of certain provisions of th e

United States-Great Britain Postal Convention of 1848 and additional articles,
detailed information is requested on transatlantic mail covers dated between
February 15 and July 1, 1849.
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THE 1972 VERSION OF THE 5c 1847 STAMP
The first Uni ted Sta tes comm emorative honoring stamp collectors reproduces

the first 5c stamp and the result is unexpectedly authoritative in many respects.
Four corne r copies are to be found-on different stamps, of course-under the
magnifying glass as the illustra tion shows. There are some well centered copies
to go with the many that are off centered, or have a fra me line cut off or close
to it. One 5c stamp that is cen tered to th e bo ttom has a faint and partl y missing
frame line above "U". See if you can find it.

The background color is printed by offset and the brown of the stamp and black of the magn ifying glass by
Giori press. Because of a slight shift in the Giori impression, the Sc stamp sometimes appears to have margins
o n onl y two sides, result ing in ext ra wi de margins. The shift is in a differen' direction on each stamp shown,
giving the illusion of fou r corner copies. The stamp in the center has equal marg ins on all four sides.

As every collector of our classic issues knows , the 1847 impressions were
rocked into a steel plat e very close to each other. There was usually only about
1 mm between th e stamps and th e stamps had to be cut apart with scissors be
cause th ere were no perforations. It is no wonder that there are few copies with
four fine margins, and because the stamps were so close together most
copi es have one or more margins cut into or a frame line missing. The 1972 ver
sions faithfully reproduce these conditions.

No report has been received yet of any shifts or doubling of outer frame
lines or of a dot in S variety as are found on th e original stamps. The 5c denom
ination when origina lly issued was printed four different times between 1847
and 1851, resu lting in many shades. The popular and rare shades are the red

(Continued on page 64)
Stam pless or stam ped covers to or from U. S. points (except Boston and New
York) originating in or addressed to continental Europe are needed during the
period specified . Details of the origin, destination, foreign postage, and especially
U. S. postage amounts paid or collect ed should be reported. A photocopy will
be appreciated , if available. There is no need to report covers to or from the
British Isles, or covers originating at or addressed to Boston or New York.
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THE 1851·60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Edito r
THE THREE CENT ISSUE OF 1851-1861 :
CONDENSED PLATING INFORMATION

WILLIAM K. McDANIEL, R. A. 1128

©Co pyrig ht by William K. McDaniel , 1973

The material contained herein is the result of an atte mpt to simplify plating
th e various recut posit ions found on th e 3c 1851-61 issue. While it is in no way
intended to replace the informa tion contained in Dr. Chases book, it is felt that
considerable time can be saved if th e plate positions are all ava ilab le without
having to refer to each individual chap ter on the various plates. The type num
bers assigned to each major recut varie ty are the ones used in the plating charts
compiled by Dr. Chase.

As a result of compiling this reference, some differences in th e total number
of posit ions will be noted. In fact , there are a number of positions showing certain
recuts which are not listed at all in th e original charts. This is to be expected
ip a pro jec t of this magnitu de, and an additional listin g of the heretofore un
assigned positions will be assembled at a later date. This list , however, will, with
a few minor exceptions, be confined to the plate positions shown by Dr. Chase.

In th e case of many of the mor e common positi ons, which have no out
standing recut varieties, platin g can only be accomplished by reference to the
various extra or missing gui de dots, misp laced reliefs, or combi nati ons thereof .
In view of this, a listin g of these varieties has been included.

No claim is made for the complete ness of th e listings, but it is hoped th at
they will help to simplify the work of those who are in terested in this ph ase of
philat ely. Any comm ents, corre ctions or additions will b e welcome.

PLATING INFORMATION

P late

Variety # 1

Ea rly

In termed ia te
I La te
2 Ea rly
2 La tc

3
5 Ea rly
5 La te

o
Va riety # 2

I Early

J In tcrmed iate
4, 6, 7,8

Variety # 3

Earl y

I In term cd ia tc
5 Early
5 Lat e

Left Pane

STAMPS WITH TWO INNER LINES

7,8, 10, II , 13, 18, 20 th rough 34,
36 throug h 99L

Same as P lat e I Early
All posit io ns
All positi ons
All posi tion s
All posi tions
All pos it ions excep t 3, 4, 12L
All pos it ions excep t 3, 4, 12, 13, 221.
All positions

STAMPS WITH NO INNER LINES

2, 3, 4, 14, 15, 16L

Salli e as P latc I Early
All positions

INNER LINE AT RIGHT ONLY

I , 17, 19, 115, 100L

Sallie as P lat e I Early
3, 4, I2L •
3, -I, 12, 13, 22L

Right Pane

Positions Rec ut : 1,571

50, 56, GG, 67, 91R

Same as Pla te I Early
All posit ion s
All positions
All posit io ns
All p ositi on s
All posit ion s
All positions exce p t 77, 8G, 87R
AII posi t ions

Posit ions Rec ut : 929

2 th ro ugh 13, 15 throug h 35, 38
th rough 45, 5 1 through 55, 62, 64,
72, 73, 74, 77 throug h 80, 82, 83,
90R
Sam c as Plat e I Early, plus 98R
AII posit ion s

Pos it ion s Recut: 76

I , 46 th rough 49, 58, 59, 65, 68
th rou gh 71, 75, 76, 84 throug h 89,
92 th rou gh 98, 100R
Same as Plate I Ea r ly, excep t 98 R
None
77, 86, 87R
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ONE VERTICAL LINE RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 357

FRAME LINE TAKES PLACE OF LEFT INNER LINE

ONE EXTRA LINE AT RIGHT (NO INNER LINES)

FRAME LINE TAKES PLACE OF RIGHT INNER LINE

Positions Recut: 2

Positions Recut: 6

Positions Recut: 4

Positions Recut: 2

Positions Recut: 5

Right Pane

Positions Recut: 24

Positions Recut: 11

No nc

No ne

None

No ne

No nc

99R

8, 18, 2~ 3~ 48, 58, G8, 78, 8~ 98R

14, 3~ 3~ 57, G~ 61, 63, 81R
Same as Plat e I Early

Left Pane

INNER LINE AT LEFT ONLY

No ne

Nonc

70, 80, 90, IOOL

5, G, 9, 12L
Same as Pla te I Early

29, 39, 49, 59, 69, 79L

9, 19L

58, G8, 78, 88, 98L

80, 99L

ONE EXTRA LINE AT LEFT; FRAME LINE TAKES
PLACE OF RIGHT INNER LINE

TWO EXTRA LINES AT LEFT; FRAME LINE TAKES
PLACE OF RIGHT INNER LINE

ONE EXTRA LINE AT RIGHT (TWO INNER LINES)

Plate

Variety # 4

I Ea rly
I I n tcrm cdi a tc

Variety # 5

3

Variety # 6

3

Variety # 7

3

Variety # 8

3

Variety # 9

3

Variety # 10

4

G

Variety # 11

Ea r ly 20,30, 43, 44, 50, GI, G4 , 66, 67, 69, 21, 27,42, 4G, 47, 56, GI , 63, 65, G6,
7~ 71, 74, 81, 84, 87, 92, 94L 67, G9, 81, 91R

In term ed iat e 61, 64, GG, G7, 71, 81, 87, 94L 21,61, G3, GG, G7 , 81, 91R

Late 8, 10, 14, 29, 30, 42, 46, 49, 55, G2, 4, 5, 6, 15, 2,1, 28, 30, 35, 40, 42
64, 66, 67, 69, 76, 78, 83, 85, 86, 94, throug h 46, 50, 53, 55, G6, 67, 73,
96, 98L 82, 83, 85, 87, 93, 94 through 98R

(Vcry ca rl y printings may show a trace rcmaining on GI, G8L and 21, GI, 81, 91Rl

2 Ear ly 12, 13, 15, 19, 23, 25, 34, 37, 43, 4G, 24,26 throu gh 30,39,4 1, 45,47,50,
48, 52, 59, G3 , G5, 69, 74, 80, 81, 83, 58, 59, so, 62, 64, 65, 69, 83, 84, 85,
87,91,95, 96, 99L 87, 94, 95, 97, 98R

2 Late

3

5 Early

5 Lat c

o

12, 13, 15, 19, 23, 25, 3'1 , 37, 43, 46,
52,59, 63, 65, G9, 80, 81, 83, 84, 85,
87,91,95, 9G, 99L

22, 23, 24, 27, 30, 42, 46, 48, G5, 74,
83, 84, 85, 87, 88, 95L

21, 22, 23, 27, 29, 3(;, 38, 39, 43, 46,
47,48, GO, 61, G4, 68, G9, 82, 83, 92,
98L

21,23,39, 43, 47, GO, G4L

14, 18, 22 through 2G, 28, 30, 33, 36,
41, 4G, 48, 50, 52, 58, G4 , G8, 70, 73,
78, 80, 82, 85, 8G, 89, 90, 91, 94, 9G,
98, 99L

24, 2G th ro ugh 30, 39,4 1, 45, 47, 50,
58, 59, GO, G2, G4 , 65, G9, 83, 84, 85,
87, 94, 95, 97, 98R

7, 9, 10, 13, 20 th rough 24, 2(;, 27,
29,37,41 th rou gh 49, 52,61,62, 63,
64, GG, 67, G8, 71, 75, 7G, 81 th rough
84, 87, 89 through 96, 98R

20, 4G, 48, 50, G7 R

4G, 47R

12,1 5, 21, 23, 27, 28, 34, 35, 41, 45,
-IG, 47, 49, 51, 55, GI, 63, G4, 6G, 70,
72, 74, 7G, 81, 82, 95, 98, 99R
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Plate Lef t Pane Right Pane

Variety # 12 TWO VERTICAL LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 79

I Early
I In term ed ia te
I Lat e
2 Early

2 Late
3

5 Ea rly
o

23, 25 throug h 29, 42, 87L
25,28, 8GL
7,9L
29, 38, 44, 47 , 50, (i i , G8, 72, 82, 8·1,
88, 89, !JO, 9·1 , 97L
38, 47,50, GI , G8, 69 , 90 , 94, 97L
28, 50, G2, 81L
G3 L
43,45, G2 , 63, G7 , G9, 87, 88, 92, 911 L

-19, 87R
-19, 87R
65, 75 R
20, 25, G7, 82, 88, 90 , 100R

20,90, IOOR
25, 65, 99 R
86R
24, 29, 30, 43, 48, 69, 86R

Variety # 13 THREE VERTICAL LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 2S

1 Ea rly
I In te rm ed ia te
1 La te
2 Early
2 La te

3
o

None
None
N oue
2 1,24 , 27,28,4 1,64, 85,98L
21. 27, 28, 41, 98L
82L
29, -19L

£l OR
£l OR
27, 49, 86R
66 R
G6R
30 R
£lOR

Variety # 14 FIVE VERTICAL LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 2

ONE VERTICAL LINE RECUT IN UPPER
RIGHT TRIANGLE

Lat e
o

Variety # 15

2 Early
2 Late

3
o

95L
47L

82L
82L
45L
2 1, 47, G8, 70L

No ne
No ne

None
None
8GR
No ne

Positions Recut: 8

Variety # 16 ONE VERTICAL LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 40

I Late
2 Early
2 Lat e

3

5 Ea rly
o

9, 33, 47, 49, 52, GG , 85L
18, 94L
18L
82L

24L
37, 52, 58 , 59, 82, !)(J, 9 1, 92, 981.

5, 33, 7(iR
No ne
No ne
6, 13, 14, 2G, 32, 4 1, 42, 43, 51, 84,
95 R
No ne
I , 28, 5,1, 9G, 98 R

Va riety # 17 ONE VERTICAL LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 59

I Late
2 Early
2 Lat e

3
5 Ea rly
5 La te

o

6, 39, 49, G5, 88, 97L
No ne
Nonc
5GL
·17, 48, 50, (ill , 70, 117, 9G, 100L
48L
20, 29, 30, 35, 117, 45 , 47, 55, 62, 67,
72, 89L

No ne
5, 15, 20, 50, G,I, 70, IIG, 87R
Samc as Plat e 2 Early
17, 32, 1\(i, 38, 6 1, G2, li5, 82, 91, 95 R
81R
No ne
19, 29, 41, 8 IR

Variety # 18 TWO VERTICAL LINES RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE Positions Recut: 1

RECUT BUST AND MEDALLION CIRCLE

o

Variety # 19

6

Variety # 20

2 Lat e

47L

No ne

None

RECUT BUTTON

Nonc

47R

l OR

Positions Recut: 1

Positions Recut: 1
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Plate Left Pane Right Pane

TWO HORIZONTAL LINES RECUT AT TOP OF UPPER RIGHT
Variety # 2 1 DIAMOND BLOCK Positions Recut: 5

Early
ln ten ned iate

None
None

21, 23, 29, 30R
30R

ONE HORIZONTAL LINE RECUT AT BOTTOM OF LOWER LEFT
Variety # 22 DIAMOND BLOCK Positions Recut: 1

LEFT INNER LINE RUNS UP TOO FAR

2 Early

Variety # 23

I Early
I Intermedi at e
I Late
2 La te

3
o

'one

79L
79L
68L
92L
12, 64, 77. 971. .
7, 8, 42, 47, H 93L

34R

Positions Recut: 18

None
No ne
25, 39, 9'1, 95R
NOlle
None
No ne

LEFT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FARVariety # 24

I Early
I In termed ia te
I Late
2 Early
2 La te

3
o

28,841.
28,841.
28 (trace), 851.
58,98, 100L
58, 92, 98, 1001.
10, 32, 40, 771.
5, 45, 87, 93L

None
No ne
No ne

Tone
No ne
No ne
No ne

Positions Recut: 21

Variety # 25 RIGHT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR Positions Recut: 14

I Late
2 Early
2 Lat e

o

18, 24, 50, 68, 90. 1001.
No ne
No ne
45,7 1L

27R
62, 65, l OOR
62, 65R
No ne

VERTICAL LINE TIES UPPER LEFT CORNER OF UPPER LEFT
Variety # 26 DIAMOND BLOCK TO TOP FRAME LINE Positions Recut: 2

2 Early
2 Late

None
No ne

45R
45R

Variety # 27
TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK

JOINED AT TOP Positions Recut: 18

I Late
2 Early
2 Late

,1
o

31,32,961.
26, 14, 18, 52, 841.
521.
761.
15, 371.

60R
66R
6,92R
28, S7R
None

Variety # 28
TOP LABEL & UPPER LEFT DIAMOND BLOCK

JOINED AT TOP Positions Recut: 6

I Late
2 Early
2 La te

79L
lone
'one

)<I R

6, 100R
6, IOOR

BOTTOM LABEL & LOWER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED
Variety # 29 AT BOTTOM Positions Recut: 10

I La te
2 Early
2 Late

3
4

No ne
171.
171.
521.
24, 52, 65, 781.

)<IR

None
No ne
No ne
71,77R
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Plate Left P ane Right Pan e

LINE TIES TOP OF UPPER LABEL TO UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND
Variety # 30 BLOCK & EXTENDS TO FRAME LINE Positions Recut: 8

HORIZONTAL LINE JOINS UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND
BLOCK TO RIGHT FRAME LINE Positions Recut: 3

TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED
AT TOP & BOTTOM Positions Recut: 1

:! Ear ly
:! Lat e

4
0

Variety # 3 1

4

Var iety # 32

3

4

0

19L
19L
NOlle
None

NOlle

NOlle

111L

NOllC

G,99R
G,99 R
28R
G8R

GS R

83R

NOlle

G8R

HORIZONTAL LINE TIES UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK
Variety # 33 TO UPPER LEFT DIAMOND BLOCK OF NEXT STAMP Positions Recut: 4

NOlle 9:> & 9GR
(Note: bot h stumps a re need ed 10 sho w th is recut.)

2 Early

o
NOlle 99 & 100R (ea rl y impression s onl y)

DIAGONAL LINE RUNS FROM UPPER RIGHT CORNER OF TOP LABEL
Variety # 34 ACROSS DIAMOND BLOCK NEARLY TO FRAME LINE Positions Recut: 1

5 Lat e 9GL NOlle

RECUT COMBINATIONS ON STAMPS HAVING TWO INNER LINES AND ONE
VERTICAL LINE RECUT IN THE UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE

Variety Combinations:
1+ 11+ 15: ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER RIGHT TRIANGLE
Plat e 0: GS, 70L

1+ 11+ 16: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE
Plat e I Lat e: 49, fiG, S5L, 5R
Pla te 11: 13, 2G, 41, 42,84 , 95R

1+ 11+ 16 + 17: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE; ONE LINE IN LOWER
RIGHT TRIANGLE

Pla te I La te: 491.
Plat e 3: 95R

1+ 11+ 16+24: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE; LEFT INNER LINE DOWN
TOO FAR

Plat e I Late : S5L

1+ 11+ 17: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE
Pl at e 2 Ea rly: 50, S7R
Pla te 2 Lat e: 50. 87R
Pla te 3: GI, 62. S2, 91, 95R
Pla te 5 Early: 47, 4S, GSL
Plate 0: 30, S9L; 41, SI R

1+ 11+ 24: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR
Plate I Early: S1L
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1+ 11+ 25: RIGHT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR
Plate 2 Early: 62. 65R
Plat e 2 Late: 62, 65R

1+ 11+ 26: UPPER LEFT CORNER OF UPPER LEFT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINS LEFT END
OF TOP FRAME LINE

Plate 2 Early: 45R
Pla te 2 Lat e: 45R

1+ 11+ 27: TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED AT TOP
Plate I Lat e: 96L
Plate 2 Ea rly: 48, 52L
Plat e 2 Late: 52L

1+ 11+ 30: LINE TIES TOP LABEL TO UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK & EXTENDS OUT
TO FRAME LINE

Plat e 2 Ea r ly: 19L
Plate 2 Lat e: 19L

1+ 11 + 32: LINE CONNECTS UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK TO RIGHT FRAME LINE
Pla te 3: 83R

1+ 11+33: LINE TIES TOP OF UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK TO UPPER LEFT DIAMOND
BLOCK OF ADJACENT STAMP

Plat e 2 Ea rly: 99 & 100R (shows only 0 11 very early impressions) .
Pla te 0: 95 & 96R

RECUT COMBINATIONS ON STAMPS HAVING TWO INNER LINES AND
TWO LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE

1+ 12+ 15: ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER RIGHT TRIANGLE
Pla te 2 Early: 82L

1+ 12 + 16: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE
Plate I Lat e: 9L
Plate 2 Early: 94L
Pla te 0: 92L

1+ 12 + 17: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE
Plat e 2 Early: 20R
Plat e 2 Lat e: 20R
Plate 3: 65R
Plate 0: 45. 62, 67L; 29R

1+ 12+23+24: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS BOTH UP AND DOWN TOO FAR
Plat e 0: 93L

1+ 12+24: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR
Pla te I Ea rly: 28L
Plate I Intermedi at e : 28L
Plate 0: 45, 93L

1+ 12+ 17+24+25: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE; BOTH INNER LINES
RUN DOWN TOO FAR

Pla te 0: 45L

1+12+25 +28: RIGHT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR; TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT
DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED

Plat e 2 Ea rly: 100R

1+ 12+27: TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED
Pla te 2 Early: 44, 84L

1+ 12+28: TOP LABEL & UPPER LEFT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED
Plat e 2 Lat e: l OOR

RECUT COMBINATIONS ON STAMPS WITH TWO INNER LINES & THREE
LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE

1+ 13+ 16: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE
Plate 3: 82L
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1+ 13+ 17: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE
Plate 0: 29 L

1+ 13+24: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR
Plate 2 Ea r ly: 98L
Pl a te 2 Late : 98L

1+13+27: TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED AT TOP
Plat e 2 Ea rl y: 66R

MISCELLANEOUS RECUT COMBINATIONS ON STAMPS WITH TWO INNER LINES

14+ 15+ 17+ 23: FIVE LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE; ONE LINE RECUT IN
UPPER RIGHT TRIANGLE; ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLE;
LEFT INNER LINE RUNS UP TOO FAR

Pl a te 0: 47L

16+ 17: ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER LEFT TRIANGLE; ONE LINE RECUT IN LOWER RIGHT
TRIANGLE

Plate 3: 32, 95R

16 + 17+ 27: ONE LINE RECUT IN BOTH LOWER LEFT AND LOWER RIGHT TRIANGLES;
TOP LABEL & UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED

P lat e 0: 37L

23 +24: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS BOTH UP & DOWN TOO FAR
P lat e 2 Late : 92L
Plate 3: 77L
Plat e 0: 93L

23 +25: LEFT INNER LINE RUNS UP TOO FAR; RIGHT INNER LINE RUNS DOWN TOO FAR
Plat e I Late : 68L

28 +29: TOP LABEL & UPPER LEFT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED; LOWER LABEL & LOWER
RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK JOINED

Pla te I La te: l4R

28 +30: TOP LABEL JOINED TO BOTH DIAMOND BLOCKS; LINE EXTENDS OUT TO RIGHT
FRAME LINE

Pla te 2 Ea rly: 6R
Pla te 2 La te : 6R

COMBINATIONS & VARIETIES ON STAMPS WITH NO INNER LINES OR
ONLY ONE INNER LINE

2+ 11+ 2 1: NO INNER LINES; ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE; TWO HORI·
ZONTAL LINES RECUT AT TOP OF UPPER RIGHT DIAMOND BLOCK

Plat e I Early: 21R

2+21 : NO INNER LINES: TWO HORIZONTAL LINES RECUT AT TOP OF UPPER RIGHT
DIAMOND BLOCK

P lat e I Early: 21 , 23, 29, 30R
P lat e I Intermediate : 30R

3+ 11: INNER LINE AT RIGHT ONLY; ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE
Pl at e I Early: 46, 47, 65, 69 R
Pl at e I Intermediat e : Samc as Pla te I Early, but may bc ex treme ly fai nt.

3+ 12: INNER LINE AT RIGHT ONLY ; TWO LINES RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE
Plat e I Early: 49,87 R
Plat c I In termed iat e : 49, 87R

4+11 : INNER LINE AT LEFT ONLY; ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE
Pla te I Early: 61, 63, 81R
P la te I I n termed ia tc : 61, 63, 81R

8+ 11: ONE EXTRA LINE AT RIGHT; ONE LINE RECUT IN UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE; LEFT
FRAME LINE REPLACES LEFT INNER LINE

Pl a te 3: 88L
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Plate Relief

I Ea rly A

C

I Intermed ia te A

C

I Lat e A

C

2 Ea rly A

C

2 late

MISPLACED RELIEFS

Left Pane

89

2 1, 43

1, 2, 3,4,6,7, 8,9, 10, 84, 92

63

5, 6

None

1, 5,6

3, 4, 8, 9, 10

No misplaced re liefs on th is plate

Right Pan e

None

8, 9, 46

3,4, 5,7

10, 44

None

8, 10

1, 3, 6, 8, 9, 10

2, 4, 5, 7

o
3

4

5 Early

5 La te

6

7

8

C

C

A

C

A

C

A

C

C

2, 6, 7, 10

None

No mi splaced reliefs on this plate

No ne

68, 70, 88, 91, 92, 93, 95 , 96, 9i ,
98, 99, 100

58, 78

1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 60

None

2 1,41, 67, 70

No misplaced relie fs on th is pl at e

21

3,8, 9

10

8

3, 5, 6, 9

47, 67, 91, 92 , 93, 95, 96, 97, 98,
99, 100

57

2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 37, 68

96

· 26, 27, 42, 44, 47, 61, 62, 64, 66,
67, 68

None

• Note: It is in teresting to note th at the three pos iti ons on Pl ate 5 Late are the on ly in sta nces
in whic h a "B" re lie f was entered in p lace of the normal relief.

MISPLACED RELIEFS SHOWING RECUTTING OF THE UPPER LEFT TRIANGLE

43Ll (e); 46RI (e); IOR3; 60L5 (1)

MISPLACED RELIEF SHOWING RECUTTING OF OTHER TRIANGLES

6Ll ( I) - one lin e recut in lower right triangle

MISPLACED "C" RELIEFS SHOWING MAJOR RECUT VARIETIES

43Ll (I) ; 46RI (I) ; 7LO; 60L5 (I) ; 47R6 ; IOR3; 5R 2 (e)

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION REGARDING MISPLACED RELIEFS

"C" relief used in p lace of "A" relief: 60L5 (I) a nd 37R5 ( I )
"B" relief used in place of "A" re lief: 58 , 78L5 (I) and 57R5 (I)
" A " relief used in pl ace of " B" re lief in 53 positions, as fo llo ws:
Plate 1 (e) : 89L
Plate I (i) : 1,2, 3,4 ,6,7, 8,9, 10, 84, 92L ; 3,4,5, 7R
Plate 1 (1): 5, 6L
Plate 2 (e) : 1, 5, 6L ; 1, 3,6, 8,9, lOR
P late 5 (e): IL; 8R
Plate 5 ( I) : 68,70, 88,91,92, 93, 95·100L; 47, 67, 91, 92, 93, 95-100R
Pla te 6: 96R
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" C" re lief u sed in p lace of "B" relief in 140 positi on s, as foll ows :
Plate 1 (e) : 21, 431.; 8, 9, 46R
P la te 1 (i): 631.; 10, 44R
Pl at e I (I): 8, lOR
Pla te 2 (e) : 3, 4, 8, 9, 101.; 2, 4, 5 , 7R
Pl a te 0: 2,6, 7, 101.; 3, 8, 9R
Plate 3: lOR
Pl at e 5 (e) : 3, 4, 6, 9R
P lat e 5 (I) : 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, I.; 2,3,5, 6,7 , 9, 10, 68R
Pl at e 6: 21,41,67,701.; 26,27, 42, H , 47, 61, 62, 64, 66, 67, 68R
Pl a te 8: 21I.
Also used on a ll to p row positions on pl a tes 4, 6, 7, an d 8

MISPLACED "A" RELIEFS WIT H POSITION DOTS MISSING

Pl at e I Intermedi a te : 101.
P lat e 2 Earl y: lOR

MISPLACED "C" RELIEFS WITH POSITION DOTS MISSING

Pl a te I In term ed ia te: l OR
Pla te I Lat e: lOR
Plate 0: 101.
Pl at e 3: lOR
Plate 5 Lat e: lOR

MISPLACED " C" RELIEFS WIT H DOUBLE POSITION DOTS

Pl a te I La te : 8R
Pl at e 6 : 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8,1 01.; 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7R
P lat e 7: 1, 2, 3, 4,6, 7, 8, 91.; 1, 2, 4, 5 , 6, 7, 8, 9, lOR
Pla te 8: 8, 9R

MISPLACED " C" RELIEFS WITH TRIPLE POSITION DOTS

Pl at e 6: 5, 6, 91.; 5, 8, 9, lOR

MISPLACED "C" RELIEFS WITH ACCIDENTAL DOTS

Pl at e 6: 3, 4, 5, 6, 71.; 7, 9 R
Pl at e 7: 71.; IR
Pl a te 8: 71.

POSITION DOTS ON " B" RELIEF STAMPS

POSITION DOTS MISSING
Pl ate I (e): 10, 26, 27, 67, 68, 881.; 10, 25, 26, 45R
Plate I (i) : 10, 26, 27, 67, 68, 881.; 10, 25, 26, 45, 86 R
Plate I (I ) : 10, 26, 27 , 47, 67, 68, 881.; 10, 25, 45, 86R
Pl at e 2 (e) : 2,46, 811.; 10, 47, 87R
Pl a te 2 (I) : 2, 4t;L; 10, 47, 87R
Pl at e 3: 1,10, 21, 271.; 10, 43, 48, 88R
Pl ate 0: 10, 21, 22, 27,41 , 82, 871.; 4, 10, 26,48, 83R
Plate 4; 46,65R
Plate 5 (e) : 4, 24, 26, 66, 871.; I , 10, 43, 63R
Pl at e 5 (I) : 4, 26, 66, 871.; I , lOR
Pl a te 6 : 871.; 87R
Pl a te 7: No ne
Pl a te 8: 471.

DOUBLE POSITION DOTS

Pl at e I (e) ; 241.; 29R
Pl at e I (i): 241.; 29R
Pl at e I (I): 24 , 461.; 8R
Pl at e 2 (e) : 47, 64,881.; 23, 46, 83R
P la te 2 (1) : 47,64, 881.; 21, 23, 46, 83R
P late 0: 9, H I.; 69R
Pl ate 3; 45, 65R
Plate 4: None
Pl at e 5 (e) : 41, 63, 641.; 82R
Plate 5 (I) : 63, 641.; 82R
Pla te 6: 1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 101.; 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7R (Misp laced "C" re liefs)
Pl a te 7: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, I.; 1, 2 , 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, l OR (Misp laced " C" reli efs)
Pl at e 8: 8, 8R (Misp laced " C" reliefs)
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TRIPLE POSITION DOTS
Pla te 5 (c): 9L
Plat e !j (I) : 9L
Pla te 6: 5, 6, 9L; 5, 8, 9, lOR (Misp laced "C" reli efs)

POSITIONS SHOWING ACCIDENTAL DOTS
Plat e I (c): 55R
Pla te I (i) : 55R
Pla te I (I) : 55R
Plate 2 (e) : 29, 97R
Plate 2 (1): 97R
Plat e 0: 58 & 69R (Mid way between stamps, at left end between diamond and label blocks)
Plate 4: 55. 75, l OOL; 94R
Plat e 5 (c): 34L; 9, 53, 73R
Plat e 5 (1): 34L; 9. 53, 73R
Plate 6: 3,4,5, 6, 7, IlL; 7, 9R (All dot s at U. L. corners; 9RG sho ws dou ble dots)
Plat e 7: 7L; IR
Pla te 8: 7L

DOUBLE TRANSFERS (Total 163)

Plate
Early
Intermediate

Lat e

2 Early
2 Lat e
o
3
4
5 Early
5 Lat e

6
7
8

Left Pane
3.5, 13
3,5, 13. 45, 62, 72, 73. 74, 75, 82, 83,
84, 85, 92
3.5, 10, 11.2 1, 11 1, 33.37,51 , 55, 56.
62, 66, 74. 75. 83, 85, 92
2.9, 15. 19, 25
2,4, 9, 1-1 , 19, 24, 82, 92
I. II , 15, 45
I
No ne
1.2,3.4,7, II , 15
2. 3,7,21,22,23,24.29, 81,82.83,
91, 92, 93
No ne
9
6,7. 8, 1!L

Righ t Pane
2,7, 12, H . 22
2, 7, 12, 14, 22, 34, 44. 64, 92, !/5, 98

2.3, 8. 9, 12, 22, 34, 64, 70. 71. 80,
90, 92. !l5. 98
3. 5 , 6. 9, 16. 26. G6
3, 6. 7, 16. 26. G6. !l7. 97
2. 3,4, 9, 12, 13, 14. 19
6,16
9
4. 7, 14, 24, 68, 96
4, 14, 24, 77, 84, 86, 87, 91. 95, 96

4. 6. 7. 8, 10. 14, 18
8, 9
2. 10
S5 RESEARCH
Mr. J. A. Farrington submits an 85 with a two line recut in the upper left

triangle, which is illustrated herewith. The plate position is unkn own, although
it is almost certain that the stamp is not from Plate 15, which contains all the
other known recut triangles except the five-line recut.
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LODGE P.O., FULTON COUNTY, KENTUCKY
Figure 1 illustrates a remarkable cover submitted by Mr. Alan T. Atkins , the

well known authority on Kentucky postal history. The term "remarkable" is used
advisedly for the following reasons:

1. The townmark was pre-printed on the envelope , together with the sender's
corner card.

2. Th e postmaster violated regulations in not including th e month and day,
even in manuscript.

3. Th e townmark con tains the name of the county.
4. Both the town name and the corner card are Masonic-related. Th e corner

card is that of the postmaster (and town-founder), Robert Morris, a prominent
pioneer Mason of Kentucky. His name is inscribed on a tro wel, a Masonic symbol,
with th e initials "K. T." (Knight Templar?). It is believed that Mr. Morris named
the town "Lodge" as a compliment to th e Masonic fraternity.

,

Figu,e 1

The rise and fall of the Lodge postoffice is intriguing in itself. It was estab
lished on January 17, 1855, and between that date and Ju ly of that year Mr.
Morris' compensation as postmaster was $21.51. In the 1857 Federal Register his
compensation is $1,186.46! For two quarters in 1859 it was $6.16. In the 1861
Register, Samu el L. Fuller has replace d Morris as postmaster ; his compensation
was $13.63. In the 1863 edition is a note that th e postoHice was discontinued on
February 25, 1863, and no returns were mad e by the postm aster. Query: What
was going on at Lodge in 1856-57 that mad e it the sixth most active postoffice
in th e state, rivaling Lexington in volume of mail? Why did th e activity suddenly
stop in 1858-59?

Mr. Atkins advises that Robert Morris founded the Order of the Eastern Star
and that he later lived at La Grange, Kentucky, to which Masons and Eastern
Star members often ma ke pilgrimages in his memory.
THREE OAKS, MICHIGAN
At Chronicle 75:122, we rep orted that a questi on had been raised as to th e

authenticity of an obliterator from Three Oaks, Michi gan (Chronicle 74:74). Th e
owner of this marking, Mr. R. K. W aite, now submits a photostat of a certificate
from the American Phi latelic Expertization Service stating that this marking is
"genuine in all respects."
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Figure C
3c 1857, PLATE 16 IMPRINT
The excellent set of photos of 84 and 85 imprints from Dr. Chase's collection

which were made available some time ago and purchased by many platers has
been up-dated as new discoveries have been made. Notabl e was the finding
tha t imprint "M" is Plate 12R and th at imprint 'T' is most probably Plate 22L .
These have been previously reported in the Chronicle.

Recently , the two bottom stamps on the photo of the left imprint of Plate
16 ha ve been questioned . Mr. T. "V. Simpson has found a stamp marked 61L16
in what appears to be Dr. Ch ase's hand, and Mr. 1'. J. Alexande r has one marked
51L16 which is clearl y in Dr. Chase's handwriting. either of th ese match th e
51-61L16 of th e photo of th e entire imprint, yet th ey match each oth er and match
as a tie to the 41L16 shown on the ph oto.

Figure C shows what are believed to be the correc t 51-61L16 positions. A
careful recheckin g of the photo positions which are incorrectly labeled 51-61L16
indicates that they are in fact 51-61LgE.
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REPRINTS OF THE 1857-60 ISSUE
FRANK S. LEVI, JR., R. A. 707

In 1875 the Post Office Dep artment ordered the Continenta l Bank Note Com 
pan y to pr oduce a set of reprints of the 1857-60 issue. Fo r th e I c, 3c, IOc, and
12c new plates of 100 subjects were made. For th e other four den omin ations, the
5c, 24c, 30c, an d 90c, the original plates were uti lized. All were issued without
gum, on white paper, an d were inva lid for pos tage. Ten thousand of each value
were produced and these were to be sold at fac e value at the Centennial Exposi
tion of 1876 in Philadelphia. To say that th e sales were disappointing would be an
understatement, for, of the 80,000 stam ps on ha nd only 7611 were sold; the re
mainders were destroyed.

How have these rep rin ts fared over th e years ? A sum mary of cata log prices
for the last 20 years (1953-1972) plu s other informa tion in the following tables
reveal some interestin g facts and inconsisten cies.

% 1972
% of % of % of 1953 1972 set

Face Cost R eprin ts T O/Ill T O/Ill 'Total Cat. Cal . 20 Year Cat .
VIIlll e of Set So ld Sold Cost Cost Valli e Valli e % Gain Valli e

Ie 0.6 38,16 50.5 38.46 4.5 27.50 160.00 582 3.0
3e 1.7 ,179 6.3 14.37 1.6 80,00 800.00 1000 l4. 9
5e 2.9 878 11.5 411.90 5.0 110.00 300.00 1000 5.6

JOe 5.7 5 16 6.8 5 1.60 5.9 47.50 550.00 1158 10.3
IZe 6.9 489 6.4 58.68 6.8 [,5.00 600.00 1143 I I.Z
Zoi c 13.7 479 6.3 104.96 12.2 72.50 675.00 931 12.7
30e 17.1 480 6.1l 144.00 16.8 77.50 950.00 1226 17.9
90e 5 1.4 454 5.9 408.60 47.2 120.00 1300.00 1125 24.4

~ 1.75 100.0% 7fil l 100.0% S86'1.57 100.0% S51O.00 5335 .00 l04fi% 100.0%

Isn't it strange how these stamps have per formed in relati on to one another?
The 30c shows the best percentage gain while th e 24c (1 fewer sold) has the sec
ond poorest record (afte r the lc). Based on the numb er sold, logic dictates that
the 3c, 24c, and 30c should be worth the same, and the 12c almost as much . But
this is not the case. T here were eight tim es more l c sold than 30c, yet the 30c
ca talogs just six times as much. T here were more than half as man y 90c sold as
5c, and still the 90c cata log value is more th an four times tha t of th e 5c.

One final odd no te: multiples are known for four values only. Pairs for the
l c, 5c, 10c, and 12c; a strip of 4 (ver tical with imprint an d plat e # ) for the 5c.
Blocks of 4 for the l c. All other denomina tions are known only as singles.
S5 RESEARCH-THE TOP ROWS
Ye Ed has recently obta ined the top row reconstru ctions assembled by th e

late A. S. Wardwell. Mr. Wardwell had assigned specific plate pos itions to vir
tually all of Dr. Chase's T-numbers . Most of these have heret ofore been reported
in the Chronicle by possible plate number without a position or as being from
an unknown plat e. If Mr. Wardwell's system is correct , there are bu t 48 top row
stamps that have not been defini tely locat ed. Unfortunately, we do not have an y
of his correspondence or othe r notes th at would contain the pr oof of this plating.

In Chronicle 43:7, Mr. Tracy ' V. Simpson sought to identify collectors who
were act ively working on S5 plating. Wi th Mr . Wardwell's proposed platin g be
fore us, it seems appropria te to re-establish this research group to determi ne if
the system can he confir med. If you are working on the S5 top row reconstruc
tions and would like to participa te with others similarly situated, please let the
section editor know.
GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOW LEDGE AND SHA RE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATIO N THE CHRONICLE CON TAI NS FOR YOUR INFOR
MAT ION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VAR IAT ION OF THE "GOlDEN RULE."
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BISECTS OF THE 3c 1851-ADDENDA

Three more bisect covers have been reported, as follow s:

San Fran cisco, Cal. Cen terva le, R . I.

Origin Destinat ion Postmark & Com ments Date Authority

C: SAN FRANCISCO Cal. 16 Ap ril 16 '55 PF Cert.
APR and PAID used with
bloc k of 3 an d UL di ag. hal f
in pl ace of 4th stamp

San Fra ncisco, Cal. Unknown Di rection of b isection not Ma y 30 '53
kn own; listed by Luff as u sed
on cir cu lar

Unknown Mt. H olyoke Scm., No p ostmark. Ms. " I Ne ws- Unk no wn
So. Hadley, Mass. pa per." Unca nce lled UL di ag.

bisect on wrapper found with
Baldwin-Alexander COIT. (Ha
waii-U . S.) lot -199, Siegel ,
June 23, 1971

Susan McDonald has qu estioned the existence of the final bisect on the list
in Chronicle No. 76 because there was no 5c rate to New Bru nswick during the
period . She suggests that Dr. Chase misread his notes and that the stamp
actually bisected on this cover is a 12c, not a 3c. The details, as reported by Dr.
Chase, exactly correspond to those of the second cover listed in the "Lower
Left" section of the 12c bisect list on p. 124 of Chronicl e o. 75. The cover
should be deleted from the list of 3c bisects and a notation mad e in the Chase
book.
WANTED ,

COVERS

We pay honest prices fo r anyth ing

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N .A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
26
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRON G IN A LL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 eSA
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
At the tim e th ese notes are being written, the Period Editor has not yet seen

the 1973 Scott's Unite d States Stamp Catalog, Sp ecialized. W e have seen , how
ever, th e 1973 edition of Volume I of the Scott Sta ndard Postage Stamp Catalo g,
which includes the list ings for Unite d Sta tes stamps . The reason for comment
is the important changes made in the 1861 sec tion, with respect to the so-called
"F irst Designs" which designation has now been deleted. The important change,
which is certa inly a considerable improvement, is that the list ings for th e used
10 cent and 24 cent sta mps, Scott Nos . 58 and 60 have been deleted; a new listing,
No. 62B, has been added for th e type I IDe stamp, which is listed both used and
unu sed , and th e used 24c shades previously listed under No. 60, on thinner (or,
at least, more transparent) pap er, have been tr ansferred to be listed as Nos. 70c
and 70d. A foot note has been adde d after No. 62B to the effec t that No. 62B,
unused , "cannot be distin guished from No. 58, which does not exist unused ."

W e strongly suspect th at th ese changes may be taken , in a manner of speak
ing, as a memorial to the late Elli ott Perry, for his last major writing effort for
publication dealt with these matters. This appeared in four installments in Th e
Essay Proof Journal, Whole Nos. 108 through III (Fa ll, 1970, through Summ er,
1971 issues) under th e titl e "The W hole Truth," with a subtitle "Abo ut th e socalled
First Designs or Pr emi ere Gra vures or August Issue of the United States, 1861."
In thi s same journal, W hole No. 113 (Winter 1972), Mr. Cyril F. dos Passos,
LLB, D. Sc., published an article "A Summation of 'The W hole Truth' by Elliott
Perry," wh erein a detailed revision of the listings for the 1861 issue is suggested
for cat alogs such as thos e published by Scott.

The major points mad e by the listings were that the stamps from essay or
"sample" shee ts from which th e new Scott listings 55 through 62 came, should
be moved to th e essay sec tion of the catalogs, and th e 3c lake and 3c scarle t is
sues, now Scott Nos. 66 and 74, be transferred to the section listing trial color
proofs.

Very little of thi s was done, but the new Scott listings do make a logical
separa tion as to the nature of these issues, to a degr ee. The remo val of the used
lOc and 24c stamps from the small type listin gs of Nos. 55 through 62 means that
th e remaining listings group all th e stamps from the printings of finished stamps
in sheets made in the summer of 1861 by the Na tional Bank No te Co. to comp ly
with the spe cifications for secur ing th e fin al contract award. Pr esum ably, th ese
are on thinner or less opaque paper than were the stamps regularly issued at a
lat er date, and which were of a change d design for most of the values. Th e list
ing of th e lOc type I , stamp, No. 62B, both mint and used , is still a bit confusing,
because of th e note under No. 62 th at "The pap er of Nos. 55-62 is thin and semi
transparent. That of the followin g issues is thicker and mor e opaque." Disre
garding for the moment the Scott comment concerning whe ther Nos. 55-62
were regul arly issued , the next item is No. 62B. A note follows this listing to the
effect, as noted above, that unused copies of No. 6213 cannot be distinguished
from unu sed copies of No. 58.

So, our question is, if th e paper of No. 58 is thinner and mor e transparent
than that of No. 62B, th en why cannot unused copi es be distinguished from one
anothe r? Does th e gum interfere, and is th e gum th e same for th e two items?

The Period Editor is pri marily a posta l historian , and knows little or
nothing regarding the items listed by Scott as Nos. 55-62. He has never, even
on the few opportunities offered , even bothered to examine any of th em. From
reading the large amount of material published, which Mr. Perry's series sum-
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marized quite well , we beli eve, we certainly agree that Scott's Nos. 55-62, and
also Nos. 66 and 74, were never regularly issued as postage stamps over a U. S.
Post Office counter. The fact that a few of these exist with cancellations means
nothing. It is obvious that any lab els which bear a close resemblance to regu
larly issued U. S. stamps, and this includes counterfeit stamps, can be used suc
cessfully (if illegally) as stamps. Th e key criterion is that the item closely resem
bles what is well known and recognized to be a genuine stamp. Carrying this
idea a bit further, then the criterion for recognition of Scott Nos. 55-62 as regu
larly issued postage stamps would be evidence of their use on cover, used in,
say, late summer and fall of 1861. Th is, we know, is not the case, and the deletion
of the used listings for Nos. 58 and 60 remov es the last shred of defense that
any of Nos. 55-62 were ever so used .

We agree with Mr. Perry and Mr. dos Passos- and all the other writers,
such as Ashbrook, who have now passed from the scene, that the note after
No. 62, which now reads "It is doubtful that Nos. 55-62 were regularly issued"
should be changed to read "Nos 55-62 were finished essays prepared by the
National Banknote Company to comply with the pre-contract specifications,
and were never issued as U. S. postage stamps ." The only alternate is to re
move Nos. 55-62 from the regular listings.

Richard B. Graham
REFERENCE WORKS ON THE 1861 ISSUE
Noting the list of books and pamphlets concerning or including da ta on th e

1861 issue , Mr. Bert Christian has sent us a copy of his list of references and
handbooks, which also includes clippings. Clippings being what they are, full
information as to wh ere and when the particular item appeared is not always
available.

These lists are given without opinions as to merit, or any description of con
tents , but are certainly comprehensive enough that we now understand why
Mr. Christian has been abl e to dig out so much data on the stamps of the 1861
issue. Items here do not duplicate those on the previou s list in Chronicle No. 74.

BOOKS
Mason , Edward H. , Essays for Un ited Sta tes Postage Stamps, A. P. S. Handbook Comm ittee,

Springfield, Mass., 1911.
Goodwin, Frank E., Th e 1861-1868 Issuef Un ited Sta tes Stam ps, George W. Linn Company, Co-

lumbus, Ohio, 1914.
Goodwin, Frank E. , Goodwin's Specialized United States.
Melville, Fred J., United Stat es Postage Sta mps, Melvill e Sta mp Books, London, 1915.
U. S. Post Office Department, Postage Stamps of th e United States 1847-1961.
Sch riber, Les, Sr., En cyclopedia of Designs, Design ers, Eng ravers, A rti sts of United Stat es Postage

Stamps 1847-1900, American Philatelic Society.
Stevenson, W . L., Un ited Stat es Gri lls.
Boggs, Winthrop S., Early American Perforating Machines and Perforati ons, (1857-67) , Coll ec

tors Club, New York , 1954.-
T ravers , A. M., An Abstract of 19th Century Paten ts, Pat ent Stamps, Philatelic Library of Los

An geles (only copy ) .
U. S. Post Office Department, List of Post Offices in th e United States, 1862, (and o the r yea rs,

1862-68) , Govern me nt Prin ting Offi ce, Wa sh ington, 1862.
Antr im, Earl, Civ il Wa r Prisons and T he ir Cove rs, Coll ectors Club, Ne w York, 1961.-
19th Century Fancy Cance llat ions of Wi sconsin , Bulletin No. 6, Wiscon sin Postal Histo ry Socie ty.

1958. (One additional plate released 1960).
John W. Hill and the W aterbury Cance llatio ns, Mattatuck Histor ical Socie ty, 1938.
U. S. Post Office Dep artment, United States Dom estic Postage R ates, / 789-1956, Government

Printing Office, Wa shington , 1956.
-S till in print, according to lat est inf ormation avail able.

ARTICLES IN PERIODICALS OR ANNUALS
Here, rather than to duplicate for each listing the source or publisher of a

periodical or annual, such data will be given only the first tim e the name of the
publication appears.
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Proofs, Essays, and "Premieres Gravures"
Brazer , Dr. Clare nce " ' ., "Ash brook's Theories of the U. S. 1861 and 1869 Essays," American

Philat el ist, Au gu st , 1944. Am erican Philatelic Society, Sta te College, Pa .
Brazer, Dr. Cla re nce W., "0. S. H ybrid Proofs," Essay-Proal j ournal, Vol. 9, No. ·1, p . 224. Essay

Proof Socie ty, Ne w York , N. Y.
Brazer, Dr. Clarence " r., " 0 . S. Imperfora te Pr oo fs on Stam p Paper, " Essay- Pr oo] [ ou rnal , Vol.

6, No.3 , p . 131.
Bra zer , Dr . Clarence " ' ., "Va rie ties of 0 . S. Essays a nd Proofs," Essay-Proof j ou rnal , April, 1947.
Brazer , D r. Clarence W ., " 0 . S. Proofs of th e 1861 Issue,' Stamps, March 25, Ap ril I an d 8,

1933. Lindquist Publication s, Ne w York .
Trifet , F., " H ow Early 0 . S. Essays and P roof s Becam e Available," Essay-Proo f [ ournal, Vol.

6, No . I , p. 17.
Pe rry, Elli ott, " Die Proofs of 1902 from th e 0 . S. 1861 Issue," Stanips, J a n uary 28, 1933.
Ashbrook, Stanley II., "Un ited Sta tes-T he 'Pre miere Grav u res' of 1861," T he Stanip Specialist,

Yellow lIook (No. 7). H . L. Lindquist, Ne w York , 1942.
dos Passos, Cyril F., "The Case of the Premiere Gravu res of 1861," Essay-Proof [ ournal, Ap ril.

1944.
Perry , Elliott , "33 Fact s Co ncern ing th e Aug us t Issue," American Philatelist, July, 1933.
Perry, Ell iott , "The Prem iere Gravures of 1861," Amaican Ph ilat elist, dat e uncer tain ; proba b ly

a bo ut 1941·42.
Brazer, Dr. Clarence " r., " His tory of the P rep a ration of th e . S. 1861 Sta m ps," Collectors Club

Ph ilatel ist, July, 1941. Co llectors Club, Ne w York.
Brazer, Dr. Cla re nce \\T., " Our Definitions," (descr ibes va r ious typ es of paper used for stam p

proofs, etc .) Essay -Proo] j ournal, Vol. I , No . I , p . 31.
Souren , Y., "T he Irrepressible 1861's," M ekeel's W ee"ly Stam p News, October 30, 1944. Severn 

" 'y lie-J ewe ll Co ., Por tla nd , Maine.
York, Norto n D ., "The Rea son for Con sid ering th at th e In iti al Eight Den omination s of th e

1861 Issue a re not Norma l U. S. Stam ps," American Philat elist , August , 1966.
Perry, Elli o tt, "The Wh ole T ru th,' (Concern ing the Premier es G rav u res) , Essay-Proo f j ou rnal,

Vol. 27, No .4 (Fa ll , 1970) , Vol. 28, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 (W inter , Spring, Summer, 1971) .
dos Pa ssos, Cyril F., "A Summation of 'The Whol e T ru th' hy Ell iott Perry, Essay-Proof [o urnal,

Vol. 29, No . I (W in ter, 1972) .
Rich , S. G., " First Designs," Collec tors Club Philatelist , March, 1954.
Rich, S. G ., "T he 'Shakedown' Printing of 1861," Collectors Clu b Philatelist , Apri l, 19·1 3; Oc

to ber , 1943.
Ri ch , S. G. , " Fac ts W anted ," Collectors Club Philatelist , Janua ry , 1947.
dos Passos, Cyr il F., " P re mi eres Grav ures o f 1861-Agai n ," M ekeel 's W eek ly Sta mp N ews, De

cem ber 4, 1944.
R ich , Ste p he n G., "A Factu al Study of the 0 . S. P rem iere Gravures," W eekl y Philatelic Gossip,

July 22, 1944. T he Gossi p P rin tery, Holton , Kan sas.

The 1861 Stamps-General Articles
Author no t given , " Issues of 1861-66 ," W eekly Ph ilateli c Gossip, February 14, 1942.
Author not giv en , "Idle T houg h ts on Some General Issues o f th e U. S.," London Ph ilat elist ,

J une, July, October, 1969. P ub lished by th e Royal Philatelic Societ y, London, England .
Ashbrook, Stanley II ., "Ashbrook Special Service," (exce rp ted from Ashbrook Special Seruice,

Issue No .8), Stam ps, December 15, 195 1.
Baker , .J. Da vid and Hugh J., " Baker 's U. S. Classics," Stam ps, January 8, 1960; Ju ly 7 a nd 14,

December 8, 1962; February I , July 4, August 29, 1964; February 6 a nd 20, March 13,
August 28, 1965; Ma rch 19, 1966; February 18, May 27, Au gu st 12, 1967.

Ei send rath , J . L ., J r ., " Pos ta ge a nd Fractio na l Currency ," Stamps, No vem ber I , 1958.
Gree ne , D r. C. Ed ward , "Nationa l Bank No te Issues," M ekeel 's W eekl y Stamp N ews, Decem 

be r 29, 1941.
Perry, Elliott , "Answer to Qu estions o n th e U. S. 1861 Issue ," Collectors Club Philateli st,

March , 1948.
R ich , Stephen G. , "T he 186 1 Stamps," Mek eel's W eekl y Stam p News, Ap ril 27, 19·12.
R ich , Step he n G., "T he 1861 Uni ted Stat es Sta m ps ," W eelliy Ph ilat eli c Gossip, December 3, 1955.
Ri ch , Ste phe n G., "United Sta tes Stamps-I 861· '66," Western Stam t) Collec tor, July 12, 1960.

Van Dahl Publications, Albany, Oregon .
Steven son , Wm, L. , "La id Paper in the 0 . S. 1861 Issue," Mek eel 's W eekly Sta mp News, Febru

ary 9, 1932.
York, No r to n D., "T he 12 Perforation of th e 1861 Issue," W eekly Philatel ic Gossip, August 23,

1958.
York, Nor ton D., "The Initial U. S. 1861 Issu e," Americall Philatelis t, J u ly, 1961.
York , Norton D ., "T he R eason for 1861 12 Ga ug e Perforation ," A me rican Ph ilat elist, June, 1965.
R ich , Stephen G. , "Odd Co lors on th e 1861-63 Stamps," Collectors Club Philatelist, April , 1943.

The One Cent 1861 Stamp
Chri stian , C. W ., "U. S. One Cent , 1861 Issu e," Stamps, Augus t 3, 1957.
Christ ian, C. \ \T., "A n Added Dash of Col or, th e One Cent 1861 Design," Essay-Proo f [o u rnal,

W int er , 1972.
Gross, E. T udor, "The U. S. Ic 1861," Mekeel's Week ly Stamp N ews, Ap ril 21, ~[ay 5, 12, 19,

a nd 26, 1941.
" 'eiss, Wm . R ., J r. , "Ess ays and Proo fs of th e U. S. One Cent 1861 Sta mp ," Essay-Proof j ou rnal,

Winter, 1971.
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The Three Cent 1861 Stamp
Autho r not gi ven, "The U. S. 1861 Scarlet .... Essay-Proof jou rnal, Vol. I . No.2.
Bakel', J. David and Hugh J ., J r ., "T he 3c 1861 Sta mps," ("Bakers ' . S. Cla ssics"). Stanips,

Ma rch 20, 1965.
Beck, William , "A Study of the Co lors of the 1861 3c U. S. Design Sta mp ," Th e Stanip Specialist ,

Brown Book (Serial No. 10) , 1943.
Boyarsky, Abe, "Add it iona l Pa id ]\[a rkin~s on th e U. S. 3c 1861," L inn's Week ly Stamp News,

January 30, 1961. George W . Linn Priut ing Co ., Sid ney, Ohio.
Boyarsky, Ab c, " R ed Cancell ations on th e U. S. 3c 1861·67," Stamps, J uly 25, 196·1.
Boya rsky, Abc, "G ree n Ca ncella tio ns on the U . S. 3c 1861·67," Stamps, Ap ril 30, 1966.
Perry, Ellioll, "T h e U. S. Pink of 1861," Stam-ps, Ju ly 5, 1941.
Boggs, Winthrop S., "The Problem of th e Three Cent 'Pink' of 1861," Stumps, Octob er 13. 1956.

The Five Cent 1862 Stamps
Ashbrook , Sta n ley B. , "T he 5c 1862 Ches tn u t, th e 5c 1862 Red Bro wn , e tc., ' Ashbrook Special

Service, Au gu st I , 1954, and Fe brua ry I, 1957, pages 312 a nd 578-9. Priva tel y publishe d by
Sta n ley B. Ash brook, For t T ho mas, Ken tu cky, 1951-57.

H ubba rd. ' Valier, " Color," (concern ing applica tion of Rid gway nom encla ture to 5c 1862 U. S.
stamps) Lo ndon Philatelist, May, 1968.

The Ten Cent 1861 Stamps
dos Passos, Cyril F. , " lOc 1861 Type II wi th 'TAG' Markings," American Philatelist, Ma rch ,

1959.
Engle, R . J ., J r ., "T he IOc 'TAG' Stamp of 1861," A merican Philatelist, Novem ber, 1960.
Dromberg, D. A ., "Following the 'TAG' Flaw on U . S. IOc. 1861 T ype II ," American Philatelist,

Au gust, 1962.
dos Pa ssos, Cyr il F., "A Problem Conce rn ing the IOc 1861 T yp e II Sta mp," American Philatelist ,

December, 1956.
The Black Jacks

Ell is, F. S., "T he Dodge Port rai t o f Jackson ," M ekeel 's W eek ly Stanip N ews, July 28, 1941.
Lane, Mrs. Ma ryetre B., " 1875 R eissu e 'Black J ack ' Id en tified ," Americrlll Ph ilatelist , Aug ust,

1965.
Russo, An tho ny, " Black Jack Covers ," Stumps, Ma rch l tl, 1963.
Ashbro ok , Sta n ley B., "T he Rem arka ble 'A therton Shift' on th e 2c Black J ack," A meriwn

Philatelist , da te uncerta in : possibl e Febru ary, 1946.

Grilled Stamps, Patented Stamps and Patented Devices
Brookman, Le ster G., "A Grea t U. S. Rarit y Discovered ," ( Ie 1861 with Z gri ll) Stamps, No

vem be r 30, 1957.
McNab, Geo rge C. , "D iffere n tia ting Between th e E and Z Gr ills," Collecto rs Club Philatelist,

April. 1930.
Wilson , Dr. Will iam E.• " Inver ted Grill on Scott's U. S. #94," St amps, June 18, 1960.
Altman, S.• "United States Patent Offi ce," (list of inve ntors a nd paten t num bers, copies being

availab le fro m Dep t. of Com merce, pert ain in g to impro vem en t of postage stamps) Essay
Proof j ou rnal, Vol II , No .2.

Johns, Roy W. , "Phila teli c Paten ts," American Philatelist, July, 1939.
Sisson , Vin to n E., " Pa ten ted Means to Preven t Re-Use of Sta mps," Stamps, July 17, 1943.
H averbeck , H. D. S., "Grill a nd Other Pat en ts of C. F. Stee le," Collectors Club Philatelist , Ma rch ,

1956.
Ashbrook, Sta n ley B., " Ea r liest Kn own Usc of the 3c 1867," A merican Ph ilatelist, da te unknown,

but proba bly early part of 1946.

Postal History Pertinent to the 1861 Period
Abt, H enry E.• "T he P rivate Posts of Chic ago, Chap te r 4," A merican Philatelist, Sep tem ber, 1957.
Antrim, Earl. " H il ton H ead , S. C.," Stani ps, November II , 1958.
Ashbrook, Stan ley B., "Exc ep tiona l Uses of U. S. Covers of the Period 1851-63." American

Phila telist, J an ua ry a nd Februa ry. 1943.
Baver, R . C., "The Co ll insv ille Axe Story ," Sttun ps, Ma rch 21, 1964.
Cabcen , R ich ard McP ., " Ch icago in Aug ust, 1861," Stamps, Aug ust 8. 1961.
Conne ll, Euge ne V., 3rd, " Pa tr iotic Covers, Co l. E. E. Ellsworth , New York Fire Zo uaves, " 1956

Congress Book .
Da vidson, Dr. Robert L. D., "Brief History of the Civ il War in Covers a nd Sta mps," 1965

Congress Book.
Fortgan g, Morris, " O ld Stamps Recognized at Ne w York," Stamps, Decem ber I , 1956.
Graham. Ri chard B., " Ma il to a nd fro m Sh ips of th e U. S. Navy, 1861-65," Postal H istory

jou rnal, April, 1961. Published by Postal Histor y Socie ty, Ba ysid e, T. Y.
Graham, R ichard B.• "Sold iers' a nd Sailors' Letters; Signa tures a nd Censorshi p," Postal H istory

[ ourna l, December 1962.
Grah am, R icha rd B. , "Ame rica n Civ il War. Fed era l Occupation of Seced ed Sta tes," Postal H is

tory [ournal , July, 1966 (Pa r t I) ; J anuary. 1967 (Pa r t II ) .
Graham . Ri chard B., "Pos ta l History o r Shi p Island, Mi ssissippi (Civil Wa r)," 28th Congress

Book, 1962.
Grah am. R ichard B., "T he Un ion in th e Civil Wa r ," S. P. A . [ ournal, Ap ril , 1963.

(P u b lished by Socie ty of Philat eli c Am ericans, Cincinnati, Ohio).
Graham . Rich ard B., "Soldiers' Let ters," S. P. A. j ou rn al, June, 1963.
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Gra ham , R ich a rd n., "North -Sou th Ma il Ends ," S. P. A. j ournal, Nov ember , 1963.
Graham , R icha rd n., " O ld Stamps Dem on eti zed ,' S. P. A . [ ou rnnl, Sep tem ber, 1963.
Graha m, Ri ch ard B., "O ld Point Co mfort ," S. P. A . [ournal, Ap ri l, 1963.
Gra ha m , R ich ard B., " Nava l Lett ers ,' S. P. A . [ ou rn al, J ul y, 1963.
Graha m, R ich a rd B., " Mail for the Ar my," S. P. A. journal, J anuary, 1964.
Grah am , R ich a rd n., "The Cap ita l Isola ted ," S. P. A. [ourna l, April, 1964.
Graham, R icha rd B., "So u th fro m Cairo," S. P. A. j ou rnal, July, 1964.
Graha m , Ri cha rd B., "Soldier Votes in '64," S. P. A . j ou rnal, No vember, 1964.
Gross, E. T udor, "Ca rr ier Usc of th e 1861's," Stamps, March 27, 1943.
Gross, E. Tudor, "The First Window Envelope ," Collectors Clu b Philatelist, April, 1942, Octob er ,

J943, Ap ri l, 1944.
H argcst, Geo rge E., " Posta l Rat es Be tween Ch ina , H on g Kong and U. S. via Eng land, 1849·75,"

A merican Ph ilatelist , October , 1968.
Hill , George and Konwiser, H . ;\L, " Foreign Rat es of th e U. S. P.O., 1847-75," Stami)«, April 13,

May II , June 22 and 29, 1935.
Joh nsto ne , Don ald B., "U. S. Carrier Fcc System Ends," Americall Ph ilatelist, J une, 1963.
Konwiscr , H . M., "<Between Lines' Mail ,' Stamps, J une 28, 1952.
Maclt r idc, Van Dyk, "Cente nnial Usc of . S. Stamps in the Seced ed States , 1860-61," Covers,

Oc tober, 1961. Pu blish ed by Van Dah l Publications , Albany, Orcgon.
Meyer, H en ry A., " Good -bye, Penny Post," S. P . A. [ ou rna l, Sep tember, 1963.
Perry, Elliott , " 1861 Sta mps Sent to the Pacifi c Coast," Starn ps, Sep tembe r 2, 1933.
Polland, '\T. Scott, " Forgeri es of Pa trioti c and Cam pa ign Cove rs of th e Civil " 'ar," Americall

Ph ilat elist, February , 1959.
Po lland , ' \T . Scott, "San Francisco Cog Cancel," Covers , July, 1966.
Schmalzrledt , Fred R ., " Patent Cancell in g Devi ces and Cance lla t ions," Collectors Club Philatelist ,

J anuary and April, 1931; j anuary, 1932.
Schoendo rf , " Li ncoln 's Air Corps in th c Civil W ar ," Stamps, Ap ril 29, 1961.
Sheppard, Co l. H ar vey E., " Pos ta l H istor y in Confederate Virginia," American Philatelist, April,

1962.
York, Norton D., "Afterm a th of th e 1861 In valid a tion Order," AmCl'iwn Ph ilatelist, Ju ly, 1962.

Comment

At a later date, a similar listin g of reference works will be assembled for the
high values (plus additional works on the 5c) of the 1861 issues. It is also ex
pected th at additions will be mad e to the above list. It should be recognized
that some published articles were considered, but were not included in the pres
ent list, simp ly becaus e they contain data that is not up to date, or, in the light
of subsequent developments, is somewhat misleading. Many of the older articles,
included becaus e much of the information contained therein is still useful, also
contain data now known to be incorrect. In this respect , there are included several
articles and letters to editors stemming from the great premieres gravures con
troversy of the lat e 1930's-which lasted until after the end of \VW II.

In the meantime, rep orts of other useful articles not included in this com
pilation are solicited.

Richard B. Graham
ALABAMA FEDERAL OCCUPATION COVERS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The Battle of Mobile Bay, in which Admiral David G. Farragut defeat ed
a Confedera te fleet under Admiral Buchanan, took place on Aug. 5, 1864. 'While
this battle closed the post of Mobil e to Confed erate blockade runners, it did not
involve the capture of the city of Mobile, Mobil e Bay is over 30 miles deep ,
and was defended by three bri ck forts , Morgan , Pow ell and Gaines, on sand
spits or islands on each side of the mouth of the bay. Th e city of Mobile itself
is some 30 miles north of these forts. After the naval battl e, the F ederals landed
troops, and the fort s fell shortly. Th e last to fall was F ort Morgan , on August 23rd.

Mobil e was not attacked until in March 1865, when troops under General
E. R. S. Canby commenced siege operations against the city, which was strongly
fortified , and held by about 10,000 troops and 300 guns against the Federal forc es
of over 45,000 men. The city surrendered on April 12th , the for ts defending it
having been previously captured.

We have no record of th e date the Mobil e post office was reopened by the
Fed eral agents. Th e official records in the government archives give the first
post-master appointment as being that of March 2, 1867, wh en one Byron P.
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Pierce was appointed. Llo yd Bowers was the pre-war poshn aster, and is so
listed in both the 1861 and 1863 U. S. Registers. The 1865 Regist er is not available
at this writing, but the 1867 Register shows one Lucien Buttles, Special Agent
until April 13, as having been poshnaster aft er April 14, 1867-which does not at
all agree with the records in the archives.

In any case, covers prove the Mobil e office was open before the end of the
war , if we assum e that the end in that area came with the surrender of Con 
federate General Richard Taylor's forc es to Canby, on May 4, 1865. A cover exists
with an 1865 docketing, and Mobile postmark of Apr. 18, addressed to Indiana,
and the postmark is the same as on the two covers illustrated with this article.

Figure 1

Th e cover from aboard the U. S. S. Chickasaw (Figure 1) is dated on May 6,
two days after Ta ylor's surrender, and th e other cover (Figure 2), a handmade
patriotic from the 117th Illinois (in the hand lettering on the flag , the " L's"
look like "2's" but the records bear out the number as being 117th) bears a faint
date believed to be May 18th.

Figure 2
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Both the Chickasaw and the 117th Illinois were instrumental in th e capture
of Mobil e. The form er bore an important part in the Battle of Mobile Bay, and
was one of the twin turret ironclad monitors designed and built by James Eads of
St. Louis, to his own specifications. Th e 117th Illinois were instrumental in captur
ing the key point, Fort Blakely, of the Mobil e defenses.

W e have seen no other Civil War era Federal occupation covers from Ala
bama, although Huntsville is a possibility, and Decatur another. However , most
of the covers sent north from troops at thos e points during th e war were sent
with markings of Tennessee towns.
EARLIEST USE OF GRILLED STAMPS
Josephine P. Stultz's article "Five Covers in a Little Box," which appeared

in Chronicle No. 76 told about the discovery of what is, at thi s tim e, probably
a second day of use of the first United States regularly issued grill ed stamp, Scott's
No. 79, th e grilled all over 3c 1867 stamp . With her article , th e qu estion was asked
concerning the source of the current earliest known date, and it was pointed out
that th e previously record ed earliest listin g was believed to ha ve been made
from a cover mailed from Wisconsin. It seem ed unusual that the sit e of th e
first use should be so far from Washington; most early uses are from the eastern
part of the country.

Mr . Henry S. Nowak has now reported an Aug. 13, 1867 use of th e grilled
all over stamp, used from Buffalo, New York. The Buffalo c. d. s. is th e chara cter
istic small singl e circle marking without year date, that was frequently used after
the Civil War, and the cover was forwarded, without additional charge (not
possible until July 1, 1866). Most importantly, it contains a letter with a confirm
ing date on the letter heading, of August 13, 1867. Mr. Nowak also jogged our
memory concerning a series of articles by th e lat e Lawrence S. Fisher , in th e
magazine First Days (publication of the American First Day Cover Society)
which dealt with classic first day covers. In th e issue of July-August 1968, Mr.
Fisher illustrated and described a cover bearing a 3c "A" grill, with a Richmond,
Va. small singl e circl e c. d. s. dated Aug. 13. The yea r date is proven to be 1867
both by dock eting on the cover front, and the heading of an enclosed matching
letter. The following issue of the same magazine showed a use of a pair of th e
3c "A" grill with a Cleveland, Ohio c. d. s, of Aug. 13. This postmark had a year
date of 1867 written in, and the year date of 1867 appeared twice more on the
cover in docketing notations. Th ere was, however , no confirming letter .

In our clipping file, we also found an article (American Philatelist , probably
about 1948) and illustration from the late Stanley B. Ashbrook, announcing the
previously earliest known date of use for the 3c grilled all over. This was on a
cover from Racine, Wisconsin, with an Aug. 14 c. d. s., which Mr. Ashbrook had
accepted as being an 1867 use, without giving his reason. The use from Wheel
ing, 'V. Va., matches this date, of course. So, we now have three Aug. 13,
1867 uses , and two Aug. 14 uses reported of the 3c grill ed all over . Th ese uses are
from , respectively: Buffalo, N. Y., Richmond, Va., Cleveland, Ohio, Wheeling,
W. Va., and Racine, 'Vi s. Th e question of wh y an earliest known use would
occur at a town so far from Wa shin gton is thus answered . There is no doubt
at all that the grill ed all over stamps were simply sent out to fill orders as received ,
and were used at random in the same way. This supposition also produces a
strong possibility that an earlier use than Aug. 13, 1867 will be found. That date
was a Tu esday, and it would not at all surprise this writer to hear of an August
12 use, at some town fairly close to Wa shington, or New York. This idea assum es
that the first sheets of grilled stamps were sent out th e previous Friday or
Saturday.
BOOK REVIEW: THE 1972 CONGRESS BOOK
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Th e Congress Book, 1972, Thirty-Eighth American Philatelic Con gress, Octo
ber 27-29,1972. Edited by Jam es P. Harris. Available from Rob ert B. Brandeb erry,
58 West Salisbury Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19809.
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The first Ame rican Philatelic Congress Book was issued in 1935, and bore a
sub title "Original Papers on Philatelic Themes Presented by Invitation." The
back of th e titl e page conta ined the index, and it fac ed the first pa ge of an
article by Stanley B. Ashbrook titl ed "The Twenty Four Cents Violet of 1861."
It is easy for an classics collector to guess that th e article was critical of th e
"premieres gravures" listi ngs in the catalog, and was quite controversial for its
tim e and pl ace. The last item in the book was an "Epilogue" or so it was titled ,
by the late E ugene Klein which explained the purpose of the Congress and of the
book. Thi s purpose, of course, was the presentation and eventual publication
of original papers on phil at elic subjects.

The 1972 Congress Book contains a larger number of good articles on clas
sic U. S. stamps or po stal history than any othe r recent issue that we recall.
Hen ce, its review here. As a whol e, a critical review is somewhat ridiculous; in
a compilation of nearl y tw enty pap ers, there is bound to be as wide a varietv in
quali ty of writing as in choice of sub ject. Most of th e writers ar e experienced,
an d have writ ten stamp or postal history articles before, and it is also evident
th at severa l of th e articles were slanted more for pr esentation than for publication.
As a result, in at least a few, a rather pleasant journ alistic style comes over rather
well. It sho uld also be obser ved that several of the articles ar e of th e survey type
in th at an att emp t was mad e to survey the level of ava ilable research and knowl 
edge in a particular area of phil atelic interest rather th an pr esent a meti culously
detailed study of a very minimal subject range. The ob jec t of such a survey is
primaril y to attra ct interest from those not engaged in such a field. The reviewer
agrees th at thi s is an appropriate way to handle a sub ject intended for a Congress
Book. The meticulous study in infinite detail properly belongs in a journal in a
specific field-such as th e Chr onicle-unless the particular subject is of very wide
interes t .

On e major cri ticism may be mad e of th e book, in that the table of contents
does not list th e nam es of the authors of the last two articles in the bo ok-and
th e key word in one of the titl es (Maur itius) is missp elled . We suspect th e table
of contents, which alwa ys has to be don e after the book is dummied so that page
numbers may be estab lished, never was seen by the editor. Due to th e problems
inherent in a compilation-a few articles are always late, or a few cuts need to be
rem ad e-there is usually a very tight race between publicati on and the date of th e
Congress me eting for which the book should be available.

Reviewing th e articles on classic U. S.:
Turner, Craig J., "T he Early United States Bank Note Companies and th eir

Postage Sta mp Issues, 1847-1893." And, it should be said, the article includes
list ings of th e names , wi th capsule biographies, of the engravers, designers , and
offic ers of th e banknote printing firm s. Th e main emphasis is on these companies
an d the men wh o did th eir business, and how th ey were form ed , grew and
passed from th e scene. While there is some discussion of the stamps , including
som e rather controversial subjects, the author refers the readers to other publica
tions for such informa tion in detail.

The mai n aim of the article was a synopsis, as sta ted b y the author, and th e
chronology thus assemb led should be a useful and qui ckly usabl e source of data
for those wi th interest in the stamp printers and their designers and engravers.

Christian , C. \ V. (Bert), "Pate nt Improvements and Experiments of th e Six
ties." This article brings together , with documentation of patents and sour ces of
proofs, the numerous att empts of the 1860's to make stamps so that th ey would be
near ly impossib le to reus e. W hile the gr ills, resulting from the 1 ational Banknote
Company's purch ase of the pat ents of Charles F. Steele, are familiar to most col
lectors, since they represent the "standa rd" method used , nearly a doz en more
methods were apparently considered, man y seriously, by th e Post Office Dept.
Mr. Christian cites th e patents of each inventor separa tely, and describes th e
process used . W here essays exist and can be identified, these are descr ibed , and,
in many cases, illu strat ed. Th e advantages and defects inh erent with each method
are noted , where these can be determ ined .
34 T he Chron icle / February 1973 ;-Vol. 25, No . 1



This article is a very useful summary, and, we suspect, represents a good
deal of original research on the part of Mr. Christi an.

ErIe, E verett C., "Cuba to New York 1852-1877." While thi s article is es
sentially a listing of covers from Cuba and th e varieties of th e han dstamps in
cluding the word "Stea mship" and a rate-and some times a town name or other
wording, it may b e applied with equal usefulness to cov ers originating at other
points but which travelled over some segments of the contract steamship routes
from Panama and oth er po ints in th e W est Indies or Caribbean, or from th e
Pacific to New Orleans, New York, and, at tim es, to other U. S. ports.

Mr. ErI e does not attempt to explain why the markings were used or what
rates they represent, but rather surveys th e markings he has seen and has re
corded. For thos e wishing to explore the rates and other such fields, reference in
the form of a bibliography is provided. Also provided ar e illustrations of the
various types of STEAMSHIP markings found on the covers , as well as a few
illustrations of full covers. These should be quite useful to the specialist wish ing
to make an in depth study of th is field .

Hargest, George E., "The Effect of the 1868 and 1869 U. S.-British Con
ventions on th e Continuation of French Mail ." To Chronicle readers, th e author's
name, subject, and quality of writing will all b e familiar. The ar ticle deals with
the arrangem ents made by the U. S. Post Office Department with th e British
Post Office to pro vide for French service after th e ori gin al French-U. S. postal
tr eaty's termination, which was originally sche duled for 1 F ebruary, 1869, but
which by agree me nt was postponed until 1 jan., 1870. During the period 1867
1870, th e U.S. Post Office Department worked to arrange for mail service into
ar eas then covered by the French-U. S. treaty, which would no longer b e avail
abl e when that treaty was terminated.

Prof. Hargest has developed a good deal of data which was not available at
the tim e this particular section of History of Letter Post Communication, etc.
was written in 1967. Th e article thus contains fr esh , new information, and is an
important addition to the book.

Boyarsky, Abe, "Colored Cancellations on the United States Three Cent
1861-67 Issue." This article is basically a list of th e various colors and combina
tions found on th e 3c 1861 stamp and its cove rs. The introductory material is
short, but to the point, noting such items that blue handstamps on yellow enve
lop es are often mistaken for strikes in green ink. The lists ar e of particular inter
est in that they list many towns with townmark in color and killer in black. While,
as is always the case for compilations such as this , the listings ar e not complete,
it is hoped that the reports the article induces will substa ntially add to the data.

Resnick, Larry, "T he County and Postm aster Postmarks of Florida ." This is
an updating of th e Thompson list published last in th e Billig Handbook seri es,
plus other , lat er , data . The range of markings dates from 1877-1894, no such
Florida markings outside that range ever ha ving b een recorded. An alphabe tical
list of town s having such markings is the basis of th e article, th e list b ein g supple
mented by a pa ragraph concern ing the details of each entry. The arti cle lists 55
different markings (from 139 known covers) of which all but about ten ar e
illustrated in three plates of tracings with the article.

In addition to th e classic U. S. material, th e 1972 Congress Book includes
"Field Cancels of the Confed erate Army of the Tennesse e," by Brian and Patricia
Green, and Maj. Dan Warren's "Luther Libby's 'Warehouse and th e War: Rich 
mond's Libby Prison." Both, of course, are presented as Confed erate sub jects,
but each contains conside rable information of interest and value to collectors of
Federal Civil War material. The form er article con siders the events b efore and
after th e battles fought at Chickamauga and Chattanooga , and the rather b e
wildering postal history of covers mailed from both armies. The qu estion really
concerns wha t happened to the Chattanooga po stmarking devices, at least one
of which was carried away by the Confed erates and used on letters sent from
Dalton, Georgia and points south wh en th e F ederals we re occupyin g Chatta-
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neoga . The article summarizes a half century of research on the sub ject of th e
Confedera te Arm y mark ings.

Major Warr en 's article tells the story of Libby prison and how ma ils were
sen t from F ederals confined there as prisoners of war. Again, the article is of the
survey type, altho ugh telling a complete story. Numerou s sources of further in
forma tion are given as footnote referen ces.

An article b y Ell ery Den ison on "F oreign Post Offices in China" includes
data on th e ea rly U. S. Post Offi ces in th e form of a caption under a cover illu s
tration . Some detailed fac ts pertain ing to th e U. S. offices in China have been
greatly enlarged in recen t Chro nicles. Furthermore, a caption under a U. S.
Banknote cover bearin g the marking of the U. S. Post Office at Shan ghai ma y be
taken to mean th at Shangh ai was th e Chinese term inal of the Pacific Mail con
tract steamers from San Francisco. Actually, Hong Kong was th e terminal, and
th e Sha ngha i office was serviced by smaller steamers plying between Yokoham a
an d Sha ngha i.

Some of th e articles noted are of the survey type, intende d more to review
a sub ject of U. S. classics for those un famili ar with it than to provide an in depth
study. However , all th e articles have contents of interest to the collector of
U. S. clas sics and certa inly the Hargest and Christian articles are very important
in their fields .
R. B. Graham

REVIEW
Spauld ing, Robert ~.-I., Jr., "The U. S. Post Office at Hakodat e,' in japanese

Philately, October 1972. Published b y the Intern ational Society for Japanese
Philately, cop ies available from Murray H. Schefer , 530 East Indian Spring Dr. ,
Silver Spring, Md. 20901.

This is a two page ar ticle, with illustrat ions on the fron t cover of th e maga
zine of th e only two covers yet recorded as having been mailed at this U. S. Con
sular office in Japan . Mr. Spaulding's article gives th e known data on th e
Hakod at e office, and also insight into foreign branch operations of th e Pacific
Mail Steamship Co.
REVIEW: POSTAL HISTORY JOURNAL
Postal History [ournal, Whole Nos. 31 an d 32, May 1972 and Septemb er ,

1972. Published b y Postal History Society, Inc., P. O. Box 24, Bayside, New York
11361.

It is a rare issue of thi s magazine that does not con ta in at least one article
by a Classics Society member, and these two issues are no exception, since th ey
contain two important ar ticles on classic United States postal history. These are
as follows:

Bak er, J. David , "I ndianapolis, Capital Cit y of Indiana: It s Founding, History,
and Postmarks." Th e May Postal History [ournal con tai ned th e first installm ent
of this story, covering the period from the Northwest Territory days through 1830,
an d the September insta llment covers up to after the Civil War , and, although
th e ma gazin e does not so sta te, we assume that there will be at least one mor e
installment. The article confines itself to Indianapolis history and postal history,
but th e story could be considered as typi cal of any othe r midwestern large city.
Included are maps, pl at es of postmarks, pictures of buildings and covers, por
traits of ear ly officials and postmasters and also th e history and postal history
of the railroads serving Indianap olis.

Johnstone, D onald B., "Lake Champlain Steamboat Markings." This article
is also in two sect ions, th e first being titl ed "Correlation of Details Pertaining
to Lake Champlain Steamboat Markings." Dr. Johnstone had pr eviously pub
lished an articl e in an earlier issue of the same magazine, on this same sub jec t.
That article appea red in 1960, an d these two sections bring th e dat a up to dat e.
Tracings of markings and illustrations of covers round out th ese articles .
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
THE BANK NOTE ISSUES
To be asked to be Editor of the new Bank Note section of Th e Chron icle of

th e U. S. Classic Postal Issues is very flatterin g. It is accepted with enthusiasm as
the Bank Note Issues of 1870-1888 should have been included long ago among
the Classic stamps of the United States. Anyone who specializes in them appre
ciates their beauty, their interesting uses and cancellations, and their over-all
important place in United States philately. Th ey are truly "classics".

This first article will be devoted to a brief description of the various stamps
that comprise the Bank Note Issues of 1870-1888 and a few words about their
origin and history. Subsequent articles will be devoted to fleshing out the bare
bones of this article and to such other things as postal history, local rates, uses,
cancellations, plate varieties, grills, essays and proofs, and Special Printings. Con
tributions of items of interest, such as appeared in Sloane's column, and full
articles from our readers will be most welcome. It is intended to use pictures and
illustrations as much as possible on the Chinese proverb that "One picture is
worth a thousand words ". Your editor will be contacting thos e of you whom he
knows personally or by reputation as int erested in these issues for help . It has
been suggested by as eminent an authority as Bob Siegel that the Department
Stamps of the United States of 1873-1879 should properly be included in any com
prehensive study of the postal Bank Note Issu es. If there is enough int erest ex
press ed they can be considered for inclusi on at a later date. Certainly the Depart
ment Stamps would qualify as "classic" postal issues. At the mom ent our hands
may be full with just the regular Bank Note Issues.

Th ere are basically three periods or categories of the Bank Note Issues. It is
easy to remember the sequence of the Bank Note Companies . .. N-C-A . .. the
letters being in descending order. The first period is th at of th e National Bank
Note Company which printed the grilled issue of 1870-1871 and the un grill ed
issue of the same period. Th ey were all on hard paper and were used until re
placed by the 1873-1875 Issue. Th e second period was that of the Continental
Bank Note Company which printed the issue of 1873-1875, also found only on
hard paper. The third period was that of th e A merican Bank No te Company
which printed the stamps of the issues from 1879 through 1888, all on soft paper .

1870-1871 . . . National Bank Note Company
The 1870 Bank Note Issues printed by the National Bank Note Company re

sulted from public and official disappointment with the 1869 Issue-the first
United States stamps with designs other than busts of prominent deceased Ameri
cans. Or perhaps the change was politically inspired as John A. J. Creswell, the
Postmaster General appointed on March 6, 1869, referred in his report of No
vember 15, 1870 to the stamps "adopted by my pred ecessor in 1869 ha ving fail ed
to give satisfaction to the public, on account of their small size, their un shapely
form , the inappropriateness of their designs, the difficulty of cancelling th em ef
fectually and the inferior quality of gum used in th eir manufacture, I found it
necessary, in April last, to issue new stamps of larger size, superior quality of
gum and approved designs." Quite an indictment of the 1869 Issue which was
much admired by philatelists of the period and the stamps of which are now con
sidered "classics" and among the most attractive and collectible of United States
stamps .

As a result the National Bank Note Company, which had designed and
printed the 1869 Issu e, was ordered by the Postm aster General under th e terms
of its contract of 1868 with the Post Office D ep artment to prepare new designs
to replace the 1869 Issue without additional cost. The resulting stamps were
one-third longer than their 1869 pr edecessors and the designs adopted were
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again heads in profile of distingui shed deceased America ns. Thus th e cour se of
United States stamp designs rever ted back to the heads in profile of deceased
Americans th at graced the stamps of th e issues prior to the 1869 Issue, not to
be deviat ed from again until the Co lum bian Issue of 1893.

All denominations of th e 1870-1871 Issues were issued in April, 1870 excep t
th e 3c wi thout grill, issu ed in March, 1870, and the 7c, grilled and un grilled, is
sued in March, 1871. The 7c was designed and issued as a result of the Postal
Treaty with the North German confederation fixing th e single letter ra te by direct
steame r a t 7c. Otherwise th e denomi nations were the sam e as th e 1869 Issue,
viz ., I c, 2c, 3c, 6c, 1Oc, 12c, 15c, 24c, 30c and 90c. The Na tional Bank Note stamps
were issued both grilled and un grilled , th e grill bein g a carryover from th e 1867
1869 Issues wh ere gr ills were specified to make it more difficult to clean th e can
cellatio ns off stamps for reuse. The grills on the 1870-1871 Issues ra nge from quite
clear to so fa int as to be almos t indistinguishable. They may have been used on
the 1870-1871 Issu e only to comply with th e terms of th e 1868 contract. In an y
event, th e grills wer e gradually discontinu ed entirely as not producing the results
clai med nor adding to th e usefulness of th e stamps . T here were some additional
experimental gr ills used subsequently, however.

1873-1875 . . . Continental Bank Note Company
In 1873 th e Nationa l Bank Note Compan y lost the contract for printing

United Stat es stamps to th e Continenta l Bank Note Compan y. The same pl at es,
denominations and basic colors were used , except th at secret marks were added
to all denominations except th e 24c, 30c and 90c. The purpose of th e secret
marks was apparen tly to identi fy stamps produced by th e Co ntin ental Bank
Note Company. More will be written about the secre t ma rks in subsequent
ar ticles. One of the grea t mysteries of the Bank Note Issues is the 24c va lue
whic h was issued by the Continen tal Bank Note Company according to its rec
ords. H owever, no one has eve r found a sa tisfactory way to distingui sh it fro m
th e 24c Na tional. The 30c and 90c va lues can be distinguished by color shades.

On June 21, 1875, a 2c vermilion and a 5c blu e stamp were issued on hard
paper. They were printed by th e Continenta l Bank Note Compan y and ar e oft en
considere d as part of the 1873 Issue. The color of th e 2c was chang ed from brown
to verm ilion to distingui sh from th e 10c brown of th e regul ar Continental Issue,
and the 5c denomination was issued for the 5c Universa l Postal Union single letter
ra te which became effe ct ive bet ween member na tions on Jul y 1, 1875.

1879-1888 . .. American Bank Note Company
O n F ebruary 4, 1879, th e Co ntinental Bank Note Company was merged into

th e America n Bank No te Company which appa rently just assumed th e stamp
contract of Continental wi th the Post Office Department. Thus ended the era of
the hard paper Bank Note stamps as all stamps printed th ereafter by th e Ameri
can Bank Note Compan y were on soft pap er. Th e fir st American stamps were is
sued in 1879 using th e Co ntinental pla tes and some new American plates ap
parently made from Continental transfer roll s or from transfer roll s made from
Continental dies. The denominations were th e same as for th e Co ntinental Issue,
incl uding th e 2c vermilion and the 5c blu e, excep t th at th e 7c, 12c, and 24c de
nominat ions were discontinued as no longer required for current postal rates.

In 1881 th e American Bank Note Company apparently became dissati sfied
with the impressions fro m some of th e plat es used on th e 1879 Issue. As a result
it altered th e plates of th e I c, 3e, 6c and 10c by retouching and re-engravin g th e
dies. These are referred to as th e He-en gra ved Issue of 1881-1882. Dissatisfaction
having b een expressed with th e 5c blue stam p of th e 1879 Issue, which de
p icted Za ch ar y T aylor and th ere being a need for a stamp in memory of Presi
dent Garfield who was assassinated in 1881, a new 5c va lue was designed and
issued in 1882. The stamp wa s in brown and featured a picture of Pr esident Gar
field. It was ori ginall y to be a mourning stamp in black, but when the proof was
subm itted to Mrs. Garfield she refused to approve bl ack as th e color. On Octob er
1, 1883, a new 2c stamp was issued by the American Bank Note Compan y for
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A se lection of covers with Bank Note stamps as a sampling of the variety and scope offered by these issues .
From the top : adverti sing coyer at the circular rate; 2c red brown o n an illu strated cover; metric propaganda
cover from Randolph , Vt.; Danbury, Conn. fancy hat; lOc Conti nued used to Mex ico w ith fo reign mail cancel.

the new reduced single let ter rate, effective Oc tober 1, 1883. At the same time a
4c stamp was issued for doubl e the 2c single rate. Th e 2c was red bro wn and the
4c was blue green.
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On June 11, 1887 a new l c stamp was designed an d issued, apparently be
cause of th e we ar on the lc re-engrnved plate. Subsequen tly the 2c red brown
of 1883 was superseded b y a stamp of the same design but in gree n. This may
have been done to return to the prior pr act ice of using the color green for the
stamp that paid the sing le lett er ra te. At abou t the same tim e the color of the 3c
green of 1879 was changed to vermilion, again pr esumably to avo id confusion
an d as it no longer represented the single letter ra te. This was probably the rea
son also for th e cha nge about a yea r later of the color of the 4c blue green to
carmine . The last of the American Bank Tote Compa ny's stamps of these issues
comprise d a change in color of the 5c Garfield stamp from brown to indigo
(perhaps to avoid confusion again with the re-engraved lOc brown) and a change
in the colors of th e 30c bl ack and the 90c carmine of th e 1879 Issue to ora nge
brown and purple, respect ively. Again th ose changes in color seem to have been
mad e to avoid confusion .

This completes the so-called soft pap er of 1879-1888 Issues printed by th e
American Bank Note Co mpa ny. In study ing these American Bank Note Issues it
seems most logical to treat the 1879 stamps as one issue, the re-engraved stamps
of 1881-1883 as a separate issue and the stamps issued in 1887-1888 as a third issue.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

~~~~~~~
II Borrow with confidence I
~ In an y emergency, borrow ~
... the money you need at ~

;

. Edelman's. Use you r collc c- I
~V1 tion as collateral and still

re ta in complete ownership.
Sit\: A t Edelman 's, you can .~,
~~I I obtain quick, co nfidential . '~
~~'),~. loans for an y am oun t up 1~..
~
. '. " : to 80 % of the value of ~iJl
~ your propert ies - from ~

~. $50 to $50,000 an d more. ~
I.~ ~rite t?day for furt he r fN-
.~i\ information. ~

~r 8dt/molt JS 'NiJ.I J.~~t.~;~:"~~R~;~46 I
~~ (Suburban Phll adelphia) l~

.~~~~~J1
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE

WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER

ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO

BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE

PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI SEE RATES,

BOTTOM OF PAGE 64.
40
PATRIOTIC COVERS: 44 used patriotic
fro nts only. Several manuscript towns, fr ee
franks , Lincolns , scarce d esigns. SASE for
de ta ils. Daniel K nowl es, 3101 S. Wab ash
Ave., Apt. 701, Chi cago, TIL 60616.

WANTED: U . S. # 11 Imprin t & Pl ate Nos.
-40Rl(L); 60R2(L) ; 51 & 61L5(L) ; 50 &
60R5(L ) ; 31 & 411.6j 60 & 70R6j 41 & 61L7j
40, 50 & 60R7 j 41L8j 40 & 60RS. Will pur
chase outrigh t, or have stamps and covers
to trade. Dr. W. F. Amonette , 200 Eigh th
St ., Radford, Va. 24141.

WANTED: Covers wi th P ete rsburg, Va.
cancels-Colonial , Stampless , Classics, &
Confederate. A .L.T. Tobias, P . O. Box
43661, Los An geles, CA 90043.

WANTED: Paid cancellations on 3c 1861
on cover. Send priced to Daniel Knowles ,
3101 S. Wabash Av e., Apt. 701, Chicago, Ill.
60616.

FOR SALE: "The Lytle L ist" (Merch ant
Steam Vessels of the U.S., 1807-1868). Price
is $4o-postpaid. Al so, Ashbrook's "Specia l
Servic e" for sa le; te x t and photos. Need
tr iang ula r, parallelgram and fancy ladies
covers. J im K est erson, R.R. # 2, Lawson,
MO. 64062.

WANTED: I c 1851 issues (Scot t # 9)
Righ t Pane posi tions: 16, 17, 24, 25, 30, 39,
42, 49, 52, 54, 60, 64, 68, 69, 75, 76, 77,
78,83, & 96.
Left Pane: 6, 7, 14, 15, 19, 22, 29, 46, 58, 72,
89 & 92.
Will pur chase outr ight or trade, please
write be fore sending. H. Leon Aussprung,
Jr., 2 Colony Blvd ., Apt. 144, Wilmington,
DEL. 19802.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
l -Remele Catalog

(a) Mr. William Wyer submits a stampless cover with Remele R-3 in red
carrying manuscript rate 10 and dated March 11, 1846, probably origin ating in
Boston but addressed to New Orleans, La. Remele stat es th at he never observe d a
cover destined west (p, 135) which "would prove definitely that the marking was
used by a route age nt on the Long Island Railroad." Th is cover appa rently es
tablishes such usage and negates the conclusion in Remele that the marking was
for some reason applied in either the post office or railroad sta tion at Brooklyn.
See Figure (a) .

RAIL R..
Figur e (oj

(h ) For the information of our readers we present a ph otograph of Remele
0-4 (Chronicle 48) Oran ge & Alexa. R R , 32, black, 1854-addressed to Mill 
wood, Va. See Figure (b).

~/:k,~ tf' .f1'd-'~~~L
'. ~ .', @?~/~L.'bP//~ .e: ,f(ld,

.. , t » 'c k ff4A/£ ~~ ,~ ,
~L.:J4-~- ............._-~----".,.,..--~ -

Figure (b j

2-Miscellaneous Markings
(c) Dalton, E. 1'. & G. R R , S. Rushton, Agt.-D. Circle 33-22~, black, WYD

1861. This interesting marking is on a stampless cove r to Sweetwater , T enn.,
apparently carried by railway officia l mail over the E ast Tennessee & Georgia
R R Carried outs ide regular mails but an interesting Railroad Business mail
usage in th e Confederate period. See Figure (c).

(d) Your editor has secure d an unusua l banknote cover postmarked Waupun,
Wis. Aug. 25 3 A. M. in black with black W killer addressed to Helena, Montana,
The cover hears two magenta markings, 41 x 26 mm . oval : "Received Aug. 30,
1883. End of N. P. Track, M. 1'." and one similar magenta ova l "Answered Sep t. 16,
1883. End of N. P. Track, M. T." On the reverse of cover is a Helena town mark
Aug. 28-7 P. M.
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Figure (c)

I
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Figure (d)

I wo uld welcome interpretations of the markings on thi s cover. The onl y
th eory at present is th at Louis Dod ge was employed at the contractor's (Winston
Bro . & Clark?) con struction camp at end of track as it advanced westward and
as such mail to th at point was stamped on receipt and on answer ing, as was often
done in office handling in tho se days. My records show that Northern Pa cific
R. R. track reached H elena, Montana Territory, about June 30, 1883 so at th e
tim e of thi s cover th e construction railhead was probabl y some distance wes t of
Helena . An inte res ting cover highlighting wes tward expansion of the country .
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Possibly the Montana historians may be able to furnish me a more accurate ex
planation. See Figure (d).

3-Towle-Meyer Catalog
(e) Another early western railway cover is illustrated in Fi gure (e). This is

951-S-1 as listed in Chronicle 76 and shows a 30~ mm. blue station marking from
an unimportant whist le stop on the Union Pacific line to Cheyenne a few miles
northwest of D enver in Jefferson county.

Fig ure (e)

Figure (f)

(f) A very fine banknote cover has been submitted for photo record with
629-A-l, 25, black, on a cover addressed to Chief Engineer (probably of D. E. R.
& I. Railroad) at Ypsilanti , Mich. The cover bears a very att ractive open semi
circle corner card of Detroit, Eel River and Illinoi s Railroad, Columbia City,
Indiana. In 1874 the ra ilroad extended from Butl er to Logan sport , Ind. , 93 miles,
but officials were joint with Detroit, Hillsdal e & Indiana R. R. which had offices
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at Ypsilanti . This type of associat ion cover lends great interest to th e agent mark
ing and additional value to the cover. See Figure (f) .

(g) An unusual association is 40-S-2, oval 34~ x 24~, black, WYD 1864- 
Shaftsbury-Troy & Rutland R R , on piece tying two cent Black Jack (US 73).
Railr oad markings, and especially station markings, are most unusual on this
stamp intended for drop letters. Such association genera lly results from use of a
two cent stamp as a porti on of multiple stamp rate and greatly increas es ca ta log
values as listed for markings carrying "norm al" postage stamp usages. See Fig
ure (g).

E
22·A·l

Fig ure (g)

4-Auction Realizations:
A source of constant amazement to us older collectors of ra ilwa y marking

covers is the cur rent rapid appreciation of auction prices obtained for both Rem
ele and Towle-Meyer period items. Th e latest sale with a significant amount of
such ma terial was Hobert A. Siegel's 417th Sale in September. Forty-seven lots
of railway marking covers were offere d with a total reali zation of $3,627.

Top prices went for Remele P-6a, Phi lada, Railroad, on cover with US 2 at
$475, Remele P-8b , Ph ila, & Columbia H. R., on cover with US 11 at $375, a
per fect str ike of Remele 6 ( 1. Ha ven & N. London R. R.) on cover with US 11
at $350, ano ther P-6a with US 2 at $280, a perfect strike of B. & O. R. R.-Mon 
rovia (Remele B-s-2d) on cover with US 26'1 trip le transfer at $180 and a Milwke,
& D etroit R. R. (Remele M7) on cover with US 11a at $160.

Other Remele mark ings on cover with prices realized were: Mad River &
Lake Erie R. R. (MIa) on stampless at $105, S100 for M-6a, Mich. Southern R R ,
with US 11, $75 for Belvidere Delaware R. R (B-7a) on U1O, $75 for Boston &
Maine R R. (B-12d) with US 10, $72.50 for a perfect strike of Providence & Ston 
ington R. R. (P-15) with US 11, and thr ee items going at $.52.50 each were Buffalo
& N. Y. City H. R. (B-16a) with US 11, L-8 Louisa R Road Va, on stampless and
N-11c N. Y. & Boston Stbt. & R. R. R. with two US 26'1.

Many To wle-Meyer period covers likewise brought ab ove normal realizations
as follows:

Two T. & M. 274-S-8 Monro via, B. & O. R R. on cover with US 65 at $67.50,
690-0-1 Chicago & Dun. R. P. O. on neat cover with US 114 at $72.50, Lake
Shore R P. O. (115-M-l) fine strike on cover with US 65 at $32.50, L. S. & T. V.
R. R. (568-A-l) on cover with US 158 with unusual killer at $18, Long Island R R
(112-B-l ) on v. f. cover with US 65 at $32.50, The Fast Mail N. Y. & Chic. R. P O.
(559-G-l ) on v. f. cover with US 184 at $23, It & B. It It Sutherland Falls (41
S-12) on attractive cove r with US 65 at $32.50 and a beautiful strike of Norwich
& Worcester R. R (82-A-l) on fresh cover with US 65 brought in an amazing
pri ce of $105.

Th ese sale pri ces highlight the value of finely struck railway markings on
attractive clean covers, especially when compara tively rar e, and th e notably
stea dy increasing values of catalogued items of both catalog per iods.
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PrATE XXXI

T-21

230-A-l

350-M-1

215-C-2

239-U-3

180-C-3

302-3-1
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5-Towle-Meyer Catalog: Addenda
Thanks to the contributions of Messrs. Apfelbaum, Fin gerhood, Ha as, j aro -

sak, Leet , an d Waite we are able to report followin g:
22-A-1: Black E killer on 1884 cover to Livermore, N. H. (See cut).
55-B-l: On cover with US 65 dated Jan. 10, 1867. New date.
Route 70- 70-N-2 and 70-N-3: Michael Jarosak reports that the initials on

these markings T . B. E. and T. A. VV. represent Trip-B, east and Trip-A, west.
These were probabl y used on special extra railway post office cars or trains dur
ing rush or heavy mail periods. Delete reference to clerk 's initi als as shown in
Cata log.

205-S-2: Add new color blue and new date \VYD 1877.
361-A-1: Add new date WYD 1885.
500-F-l : Add new date of use 1876.

Plate XXXI

Pennsyl vania
lio-S-2: 29\12, bl ue , WYD 1878. 12. (De lawa re, Lackawanna and W estcrn R. R.- Northumbcr-

lau d Bra uch , H ick s FClTY. I'a . 5 m iles cast of Bcrwick).
180-C-,\: 25 , black , 1871. I87'!' 5 . (Lch igh Vall ey R . R .) .
2 15-C-2: 27 . black , WYD 1881. 5. (Brocton a nd Oil City) .

Catalog Rout e 230: Wellsville, _T. Y.-Bradford, Pa . BRADFOHD-ELDHED &
C UBA R. R.-BRADFORD, BORDELL & KI TZUA R. R.

Route Agents: Wellsville, 1 . Y.- Eldred, Pa. 1882-1 clerk ; Wellsville, T. Y.-Brad
ford , Pa. 1883-1 clerk (58 miles).

Markin gs: 230-A-1 26Jf, black, \VYD 1885. 7.

New J er sey
2;18-G-0I: 26 \12 . blue , 1875. ;1 . (New York & W asbington) .
2'19·U-'I: 2" \12 , b lack, Banknot c , b ird in circ le kill er , 5. (Ph ilad clp h ia & Balt imorc) .

Delaware
26ii-B- I : 2" \12 , b lac k, 1872. 15. (T cnta t i\'c- Juncti on & Breakwnt er R. R.) .

Virginia
!102-] -1: 25 \12. bl ack, Banknotc. ;I. (Wash ingto n & Lynchbu rg).
;1 10-5-5 : D. C ircl c 30·20, blue , WYD 1893. Ii . (R ich m ond & Danvill c R. R .).

Georg ia
350-M-I : W a ycro ss, At la n t ic & G ulf R . R.-mauuscripl (ink), 1867. 10. (T cn ta t ivc listing) .

T cx as
0I 70-E- I : 2ii\l2' b lack . 1877. 8. (Hca rn c & Hou ston } .

Ohio
,,71-5-1: D. Ci rclc 22- 13 \12 , bl a ck, WYD 18/;6.25. (Balt imore & Ohio R. R. bet ween G ra fto n and

Parkcrsbu rg, W . V .) .
Michigan

o38·C-I : 27, bl ack. WY D 1883. 9. (Ma rq uct tc & H oug htou) .

Indiana
65 1-D· I : ,13, b lack , Six t ies. ,If;. (Ch i. Cin . Ai r Linc R . R.-Ci nciullati a nd Cb icago Air Line R . R .) .

Idah o Terr-itory
892-C-2 : 2/; \12 , bl ack . WYD 1883. 8. (I'cud O 'R ei llc & Wallula) .

Kansas
9 19-B-I : 25 \12 , b lack, Ban ku ot c. 9. (Florence &: Eld orado).

Californ ia
97G-E-2: 2G\l2' b lack, Bauknot c . ·1. (Sa u Francisco & Ogdcn) .
976-]-2: 2" \12' b lack . 1883. 01 . (Ogdcn & Sa n Francisco) .
97G·K-2: 26 \12, bl ack . 1877. 6. (Sa n Franc isco & Ogdcn ) .
980-C-2: 25 \12 b lack . 1877. G. (Sa n Fran cisco & Soledad) .

Tentative
'1'-21: 25, black, Bankno tc. 12. (Possib le partial. Usagc u nk nown . On 3c bank not c stam pe d en

vc lope wit h co rne r ca rd E. G . Smyser, Va rie ty Iron \\'orks, Pa , to Ph ilad cl ph ia , I'a . Corn er
ca n is a rc frcq ucn tly m islcad in g for evidence o f orig in as com pany en velo pes wcrc o fte n ca r
r icd on ro u te s by salcs mc n and mailed from a lmost an y point. Your suggcst ions on usage of
thi s mark in g wou ld bc m ost welcome.)
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THE TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

GEORGE E. HARGEST, Editor
AN INTERESTING COVER TO TURKEY
GEORGE E. HARGEST

Since the latter part of the eighteenth century, Austria, with Turkey's assent,
had been building a postal service through Turkey, and had established a chain of
postal routes and postoffices. By 1870, how ever , other countries had also built
postal routes and maintained postoffices in Turkey. France serviced most of the
ports of the eastern Mediterranean . Great Britain, the North German Union,
France, as well as Austria, maintained postoffices at Constantinople. Codding;'
in discussing the Berne Postal Congress (1874) states :

The Tu rki sh delegat e point ed out that T u rkey was not maste r of her own
house in th e exploitation of th e po stal service. Cer ta in unnam ed con n tries had p ost
offi ces in Turkish territory whi ch participated in th e internal postal com mu nica tion
and which had a mon opoly on all of Turkey's postal relations with the outside
world.

The United States Postal Guide for 1873, page 31, states:
The places in Tu rkey and Asia Minor enu me ra ted in th e ta ble of forei gn

po stag es have Au st ri an post-offices. and correspo nde nce [o r all o ther pl aces not
th erein mentioned mu st be addressed to th e ca re of a person resid in g in a place
where th ere is an Au strian post-offi ce. . ..

The abov e regulation undoubtedly became effect ive on 1 Januar y 1870, wh en the
U. S.-French convention of 2 March 1857 expired, for many places wh ere only
French offices existed had been serviced by French mail.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover reported by Mr. Henry M. Gobie, RA 982. The
cover has been "ope ned up" so that both front and back are shown. It was posted
in Haverhill, Mass., on 9 February (1870), addressed to "Mrs. Mary E. Nutt ing/
Care D. H. Nutting, M. D. / Aleppo, Turkey." Since Austria had no postoffice at
Aleppo, it should have been addressed to the care of someon e in a Turkish town
which had an Austrian postoffice. It was probably addressed as oth ers had previ
ously been addressed when sent in French mail. It is prepaid 15c by a 15c, type
II , stamp of the 1869 issue. In 1869, the international ra te by dir ect mail to
Bremen or Hamburg was 10c per 15 grams (~ ounce). To this rate was added
the postage beyond the limits of the North German Union of 2 silbergroschen, or
5c in U. S. currency, making the total rate to Turkey, 15c per 15 grams (~ ounce).

Haverhill forwarded the lett er to the ew York office, which marked it on
its reverse with a NEW YORK PAID ALL/DIRECT marking in red, and a "5"
in circle on its face to indicate a credit of 5c to Bremen. The letter was th en
forwarded to Bremen by a steamer of the North Germ an Lloyd, which sailed
from New York on Saturday, 12 February 1870.

Upon arrival at Bremen, the Bremen office applied a boxed BREMEN/date/
FRANCO marking in red and also a boxed WEITERFR. 2 SGR. marking, ab 
breviating Weit erfranco 2 silbergroschen, and meaning, "Pa id beyond, 2 silber
groschen. • This amount of 2 silbergroschen is included in a "Table showing the
Foreign Rates of Postage to be paid by the Post-Office of th e United States to
the Post-Office of the North German Union for Letters in Transit through th e
North German Union in the Open Mails," which was appended to the Regulations
for the U. S.-North German Union convention of 21 October 1867.~ The "2" is
set beside the name of "Turkey."

Th e Bremen office forwarded the letter to the office at Vienn a, wh ere it
evidently arrived on 2 March 1870 (Wien marking on reverse, the date partially
obliterated by pen strokes). Th e letter was forw arded in the Austrian postal sys
tem to the Austrian office at Constantinople (German spe lling, Constantinopel),
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Figure 1
Cover from Have rhill, Mass . to Aleppo , Turkey. Se nt by No rth German Unio n direct mail , it passed th rou g h the
postal services o f five cou ntrie s : the Unite d States , Brem en, Austria, Turkey, and France.

where it arr ived on 10 March, Since there were 12 days difference between the
Gregorian and Julian calendars, thi s date must have been according to the Gre
gorian calendar. Becau se there was no Austrian office at Aleppo, the Austrian
office at Co nstantinople could not forward the letter di rectly. It, ther efore, pl aced
it in th e T ur kish mails, T he Turkish office determined that it would have to be
sent by Fren ch mail, and after performin g a littl e arithmetic on the back of th e
cover, affi xed a 1 piast er and a 20 pa ras postage du e stamps to the reverse of
the cover, partially cov ering the outer rim of the Austri an Constantino ple mark
ing, T his amounte d to about 7~k in U. S. currency .
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The letter was then for warded to the Fren ch office at Beyrouth. This office
crossed out the 15c stamp and all markings on the cover, except the Turkish post
age due stamps. It determin ed that the ra te from Constantinople to Aleppo, via
Beyrouth, amounted to 6 French decimes, and marked the cover "TAXE" and
"6" in manuscript. It also marked it in manuscript "trouve ala boite," whi ch could
literall y mean , "found in the box," but idiomatically refers to a forwarded letter.
The date in the Beyrouth markin g is 31 March 1870. This must be acco rding to
the Julian calendar because it would not have required 21 days transit from Con
stantinople to Beyrouth. In terms of the Gregori an calendar, the date wou ld have
been 19 March 1870. The letter arrived in Aleppo on 3 April 1870, according to
the Julian calendar.

For those who would like to find Aleppo on a map, reference should b e made
to one of the nineteenth century. The names of Turkish towns have now been
changed. On a nineteenth century map, Aleppo was about 50 miles ESE of Alex
andretta. On a map of today, Alexandr etta is Iskenderon, and Aleppo, Haleb , or
Halab.

The U. S.-British postal convention, effective 1 January 1869, in a tabl e ap 
pend ed to its regulations, provided British mail rates to most of the places then
served by French mai l." Many of these rates were routed through France, and
were based up on 7~ grams (quarter ounce). The U. S. Postm aster General did not
place these rates in force after the U. S.-French convention expired on 1 January
1870. Some of them were, however, used by the New York office. After 1 Janu ary
1870 the only published rat es to Turkey were those by North Germ an Union ma il.

Footnote s
1 Codding , George Arthur, j r., T he Universal Postal V nion, p . 27.
2 U. S. Statu tes-at-Lar ge 992.
3 British and Foreign State Papers, vol, LVIII , p. 88. See a lso , Th irt y-eight h A mericall

Philatelic Congress Booh (1972), p. 103.
"SHORT PAID" BY BRITISH OPEN MAIL
WALTER HUBBARD

(N. B. Before reading this article, please read the "Errata" included in this issue.
Th e editor.)

The cover shown in Figure 2, front and back, is an interesting addition to
those already known, in that, if my reasoning is sound, it was carried by Adr iat ic
on her second voyage as a mail packet for the short-lived North Atlantic Steam
ship Company.

Posted in Hoboken, N. J., on 2 June 1860, it wen t throu gh the Jew York
Exchange Office on the same day. Prepaid 21 cents , the rat e by French Mail for a
letter not exceeding 7~ grammes, it was found to be overweight and New York,
marking it SHORT PAID, routed it by British Op en Mail. The Briti sh applied
the Anglo-French mark of Exchange, GB/ 40c, in black, and a London JU 12 60
in blue, and sent it on its way via Calais (A GL. 13 JUI N 60 AMB. CALAIS B)
to Geneva (GENEVE 14 JUI 60 .S). .

It was marked "230" for collection from the recipi ent, "120" having been
applied and crossed out-both in red crayon. Some of the Swiss 'collect' marks
are obscure, but these two presumably indicat e that by this route it was 120
Swiss centi mes on a single rate lett er and 230 on a double-part payment being
ignored. As twice 120 is 240, it seems likely that the tw o ra tes were 110 an d 220,
with ten centimes added in each case-perhaps for Swiss local service . If there
is anything in this suggestion, and it is no more, it might lead to an explanation
of the '10' in red crayon occasionally found on covers to Switzerla nd prep aid both
to fronti er and destination.

Being in the British Op en Mail, this cover was properly put off at Cowes
and sent from Southampton to London. Although ther e ar e no markings to show
how it entered Switzerland, the speed with which it reached Geneva sugges ts
that it went from Paris via Lyons,
The Chronicle / February 1973 / Vol. 25. TO . 1 49



,

Figure 2, front
This letter wa s prepa id 21c, but nol endorsed to be senl by French Mail . The New York office ev idently In
tended to send it b y that route, found it to weigh above a sing le rate, and marked it "SHORT PAID." Instead
of sending as an unpa id letter in the French Mail, they forward ed it by the American packet "Adriatic" in the
Britis h Open Mail.

Regarding the New York Exchange Office mark of JV T 2 AM. PKT., the
London T imes of June 13, 1860, reported from their Correspondent at South
ampton :

Sout ha mp ton, T uesday J u ne 12.
T he Uni ted Sta tes mai l steam sh ip Adriatic, Capta in J . J. Co mstock, wh ich lef t Ne w
York at 2.25 p .m . on the 2d. inst., Arrived at Cowes ea rly th is mo rni ng and has gone
on to H avre. She hrings th e largest num ber of fir st-class pas sengers that ever crossed
the At lant ic in on e steamship. Her to tal number of passengers for thi s port is 148
and 237 for B an e. She has . ·150,866 for Eng land , and $814,305 for France.

• ',?'

...~~.

Figure 2, back

Although all markings fit Adriatic, the cover is not so endorsed and some
other ship may have carried it. The Hamburg-American Lin e had no contract
for service to E ng land un til later,I but in 1860 her ships did call at Southampton
and were scheduled to sail on the first an d fifteen th of each month-might th e
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sailing have been delayed for a day? Ba caria did, however , sail from New York
on 1 June and, in any case, did not arrive in Cowes until 14 June. It was not by
the Inman line, as, although Edinburgh sailed from New York on 2 June, she ar
riv ed at Queenstown the day aft er this cover reached Calais. It was not by th e
New York and Havre Steam Navigation Co. as th eir nearest sailings were on 26
May and 23 June. This leaves the Vanderbilt-European Line, the orth Germ an
Llo yd and possibly the Allan Line. For th e first , Illinois sail ed from ew York on
30 June, so it cannot be she. As to th e second, in 1860 th e service was being main
tain ed by Bremen and New York, and on 2 June, Bremen was out of action and
N ew York was in Bremen." As to the possibility of its havin g been carr ied by an
Allan Line steam er , An glo-Saxon sailed from Riviere du Loup on 2 June. Allan
Lin e steamers had, like the Cunard and Inman, been calling at Queenstown en
route for Liverpool, but An glo-Saxon was scheduled to go to Londonderry, which
from now on was to be their regular port of call. She did not, in fact, get th ere,
as when approaching Ireland, the Captain found 'too much fog and ice to turn
in that direction,' and she landed her mails at Qu eenstown early on th e morning
of 13 June, th e day aft er the cover illustrat ed reached London.

It seems to me that only Adriatic is left in th e running.

Footnotes
1 H argest , George E., H istory of Lett er Post COlll lll l llliwl ioll Betuiecn th e Unit ed Si ll i es lIml

Euro pe, 18-15-1875, p. 120.
2 tu«, p. 130.
The det ail s o f steamer arr iva ls ar e tak en fro m "The Times" of Jun:: 7 [ 0 July 7, 1860.
SOME NOTES ON MAILS BETWEEN THE WEST COAST
OF SOUTH AMERICA AND TH E UNITED STATES

GEORGE E. HARGEST

Mr. J. V. Woollam, RA 1304, writes the editor that he is of the opinion th at
th e markings on Figure 1, page 155, of Ch ronicle 71, were applied at Valparaiso,
Chil e, rather than at Panama, as suggested by this editor. Mr . Woollam has made
a study of covers conveyed alon g the West Coast of South America b y th e Pacific
Steam Navigat ion Company, and the markings that appear on them . In support
of his opinion, he sent references to two articles dealing with the ma rkings on
these covers. While none of the covers illustrated in th ese articles is from or to
the United States, their evidence leads me to believe him to be corre ct. Because
Mr. Woollam may wish to write this up for the Chronicle, I will here say no more
about it.

On 10 August at Washington, and on 7 September ]853 th e Unite d States
and Great Britain signed additional articl es to th e U. S.-British tr eaty of 15 De
cember 1848, which provided the rat es and conditions by which mail would be
excha nged between the West Coast of South America and the Uni ted States. '
Significant articles from these additional articles are as foll ows:

Ar ticle I. An exchange of mail s sha ll hereaft er tak e p lace bet ween th e foll owing
offices , viz.:-
I. Between th e post-office of New York and th e Bri t ish packet off'ice a t Panama .
2. Betw een the post-o ffice of Charleston and th e Briti sh packet office at Pan am a.
3. Between th e post-office of Sava nn ah and the Brit ish pa cket office a t Pan am a.
4. Be tween th e post-office of New Orleans and the British packet office a t Pan ama,
5. Between the post-o ffice of San Francisco and th e Brit ish packet office at Pan am a.
T he transmission of th ese mails betw een th e severa l ports abo ve mention ed and
Pan ama will be p rovided [or by th e United Sta tes govern men t.
Article II. T he mails forw arded [ro m Ne w York , Charle sto n , Savannah , New O r
leans, and San Franci sco, to Panama, sha ll comprise th e correspondence Ior all [0 1'

eign por ts on th e western coast of Sou th America a t wh ich the Bri t ish mail pa ckets
tou ch .
Article III. R ecip rocall y, th e mails forwarded [ro m Panam a to New York , Charl es
lon , Sava nnah, New Orl ean s, a nd San Fran cisco, sha ll comp rise th e corres ponde nce
[or th e United Stat es from a ll t he foreign ports on the western coas t of Sou th
Ameri ca at wh ich the Briti sh mail packets in the Paci fic tou ch ,
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Ar ticl e IV. Upon every letter not excee ding half an ounce in weight, despatch ed
fro m New York, Charleston, Sava nna h , New Orlea ns, or San Fra nci sco, to Pan am a,
and add ressed to the severa l States on the western coas t of Sout h America a t th e
por ts of wh ich th e Br iti sh mail packet s touch , the United Sta tes Post-Office sha ll
acco u n t to th e Br itish Post-O ffice for the fo llowing rat es of postage, viz.:-
I. Upon a lett er fo r Buen avcn tu ra , in New Gra nada, 4d., or 8 cents (so long as
th e existi ng posta l convent ion bet ween Gr ea t Bri tain and New Gra nad a sha ll con
tin ue in fo rce.
2. Upon a le it er for a ny port in the repub lic of Peru , 6d., 12 cen ts (so lon g as the
existing posta l convent ion betw een Great Britain and Peru sha ll continue in force).
3. Upon a le tter for any ot her port on th e western coast o f Sout h Am er ica excep t
ing for those above mentioned , Is., or 24 cents.
Am i th ese rat es of postage sha ll in crease in proportion for heavier lett ers , accord 
in g to th e sca le of postage now established in th e United Kingdom.
Articl e VI. Every ma il despat ch ed fro m New York, Charleston, Savanna h , New
Orlean s, or San Francisco, to Panam a, shall be accompani ed by a letter -bill.
T he office to wh ich th e mail is add ressed sha ll ret u rn by th e nex t post , an
ack no wledgeme nt of receipt to th e office from wh ich it was tra nsm itt ed .
Article VII I. The letter-hills and acknowledge me nts of rece ip t sha ll serve as vouc h
ers to the quar terl y acco unt.
Article IX . T he amou nt due the Britsh off ice for th e correspo nde nce tr an sm itt ed
u nd er th e reg u la tions now agreed upon sha ll be placed to the cre d it of the Un ited
Kingdom in th e gene ra l accoun t between the Post -Office of th e United Kin gdom and
the Post -Office of th e U nited Sta tes, prep ared quart erl y in the Genera l Post-O ffice ,
Lon don .
Art icle X . The present articles . . . sha ll come int o opera tion on th e fir st day of
Octob e r, one tho usa nd eigh t hu nd red and fifty-th ree.

Altho ugh Cha rleston, Savann ah , and New Orl eans, appear to have been as
signed th e duties of exchange offices, they were not offic ially classed as such. The
U. S. Postal La ws and Regulations for 1859 states:

T he United Sta tes exc ha nge offices for Br it ish Mai ls ar e New York , Boston ,
Phil ad elph ia , and San Fra ncisco . Port land is a lso an cxcha nge office for mail s trans
m itt ed by di rect lin es of stea mers between Por tland and Liverpool.

San Francisco was not mad e an exchange office for transatl antic mail s until 1863,
and its inclus ion her e mu st refer to its function, as such, for the mails to the west
coast of South America and the W est Indies. Th e U. S. Postal Laws and Regula
t ions for 1866, th e fir st issued after 1859, are more specific:

FOl- the mai ls to and from the West Indies, Mexico , foreign por ts in the Gu lf
of Mexico , and pl aces on th e Atlant ic and Pacific coasts of Sou th Am erica , New
York , Ph iladelph ia, Balt im ore, Charlesto n, Sava llllah, N ew Orleans, and San Fran
cisco, are the p r incipal offices of despatc h and receip t.

The steamship serv ice to abroad as it appeared on page 15 of the Postal
Di rectory for th e United States (1856) is presented as Table 1. The line from
Cha rleston S. C., b y Savannah, Ga . and Key West , Fl a., to Havana, Cuba, had
only th e steamer Isabel on th at route. Th e line contra cted to M. O. Roberts, B. R.
Mcl lvain, and Moses Taylor, was know n as the United Stat es Mail Steamship
Compan y, and opera ted the steamships Illin ois, Em pire City, Philadelphia, Cra 
nada, Moses Taylor, and Star of the \Vest (chartered), on the runs from New York
to Asp inwall, and from Havana to Aspinwa ll. On the run from New York , via
H avan a, to New Orlean s, Black Wa rrior an d Caluuoba.

The Pacific Mail Steamsh ip Company had the followin g stea mers running in
1857, th e dat e of thi s survey, some of which were coastwise feeder steamers th at
did not make the run to Panama: Golden Gate, Colden Age, ] . L. Stephens,
Sonora, St. Louis, Panama, Caliiom ia, Oregon, Columbia, Republic, No rtherner,
Fremont, and T obago. On th e line from ew Orleans to Mexico, only T ennessee
ma intained the service ."

The British service to the W est Indies and the Atlantic coast of South
America was maintained by the Royal Mail Steam Pa cket Company, running
semi-monthly from Southampton to St. Thomas, and thence by feeder lines to
Colon (Chagres ) and to Vera Cruz, as well as to port s in other W est Indian Is
lands. The Royal Mail also ran a mont hly line to Brazil. In 1857 it had 20 vessels
in servi ce ."
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TABLE I

UNITED STATES MAIL SERVICE ABROAD .
UNITED STATES MAIL SERVICE ABROAD, AS IN OPERATION ON THE 1st OF OCTOBER , 1855.

Routes.
Dis

ta nce.
Number of

Tr ips . Contractors .
Annual

Pay. Remarks .

Ne w York , by Cowes , 3,270
England, to Havre,
France.

Under contra ct with
the Secr e ta ry of the
Navy , agreeab ly to
acts of Con gress of
March 3, 1847, and
March 3, 1851.

Under contra ct with
the Sec re tary of the
Navy an d Postm ast e r
General, agreeab ly to
a cts of Congress of
Marc h 3, 1847, and
March 3, 1851.

Under contrac t w ith
the Postmaster Ge n 
eral, agreeably t o
a ct of Congress of
March 3, 1845.

Under co n tract w ith
the Postmaster Gen
er a l, ag reeably to
ac ts of Congr ess of
March 3, 1847, and
July 10, 1848.

so.oeo.oo

290,000.00

348,250.00

858,000.00 Under con tra ct with
the S ecre ta ry of the
Na vy, agr eeably to
acts of Con gress of
March 3, 1847, ann
J ul y 21, 1852.

150,000.00 Under contr ac t wi t h
the P ostmaster Ge n
eral, agreeabl y to act
of Congress of Ma rc h
3, 1847.

122,614.92 Und er a temporary a r
rangement au th or ize d
by a ct of Congr ess of
Ma rch 3, 1851. Serv
ice r ec ognized a t the
r ate of 22 cents a
po und u p to the 31st
of March, 1855, and
at 18 cents a poun d
sin ce tha t period.

69,750.00 Under contr ac t w ith
the P ost m aste r G en 
eral, agreeably to act
of Congr ess of Au
gust 30, 1852. As yet
sem i-m on th ly service
only , omitting Tam
pico, h as been pe r 
fo rmed, and deduc
ti ons fo r t h e s e
omissions h a ve been
m ade in pay.

$200,000.00

E. H. Carmick .

M. O. Rober ts, B .
R . McIlvain , an d
Moses Ta ylor .

Tr i-monthly.

Tri-monthly .

Twenty-six E . K. Collins, J as .
t r ips a ye a r . Brown, and Stew

art Bro wn.

Once a m onth. Ocean Steam Navi 
gation Company ,
C. H . Sand, presi
den t .

Once a mo nth . Oc ean ' St eam Navi
gation Com pan y ,
M. Li vingst on
ag en t.

Tw ice a month. Pacific Mall S te am 
ship Company ,
Wm . H . Aspin 
wall , p r esi de n t .

Twice a month. M. C. Mordec a I.

Twice a mo nth . Pan ama Railroad
Com pany .

48

900

669

2,000

2,000

Mil es .
3,760

1,200

4.200

New Orl eans, by Ta m 
pico, Mex ico , to Vera
Cruz.

Asp inwall to P anama ,
New Gren ad a.

New York to Asp in
wall, New Grenada,
direct .

New York, v ia Ha
van a , to New Or
leans .

Ch arl eston, S . C. , by
Savannah, Ga., and
Key West , Fla ., to
Havana, Cuba .

New York, by South
ampton , England, t o
Bremenhav en , Ger
m any.

Havana to Aspinwall .

Astoria, Oregon , by
Por t Orford an d San
Francisco , to Pana-
m a , New Grenada,
(supply ing Monte-
rey, San Di ego , &c. ,
by a separate coast-
wi se steamer fr om
San Franc isco, in
due connec tion with
ma in line. )

New York to Live r - 3,100
po ol, En gland.

Th e British rates of postage, which were th e amounts th e United States ex
change offices were to credit to Great Britain, were set forth in the conven tion,
but the United States rates were those establishe d by th e Act of March 3, 1851:4

"Every single letter or paper conveyed wholly or in part by sea, and to or from a
for eign country over 2,500 miles, 20 cents ; under 2,500 miles, 10 cents."
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The Regulat ions for 1855 give the following rates:"
Chagres , Cu ba, Mexico , Panama a nd other foreign pl aces wh ere th e ra tes

a rc not fix ed by posta l t rea ly- IO cents, if di sta nce Fro m the mail in g offi ce does not
excee d 2,500 m iles: 20 cen ts, wher e di sta nce exc eeds 2,500 miles. Prepaymen t ]"C 

q u ircd .
" ' cst Indies &c., British , viz.:- (Rates same as above) .
" 'est India Islands (not Bri ti sh) exce pt Cuba, Turks Island , Cart age na, Hon

duras, St. Juan , (N ica ragua), St. T homa s,' &c.- 34 cen ts, wh ere di stan ce from mail
ing office docs not exceed 2,500 mil es; 44 cen ts, whe re d istance exceeds 2,500 m iles,
Pre pa ym en t req u ired-being the U. S. and Bri t ish pos lage.
' T o St. Thomas a nd o ther Danish Islands, by U . s. fm c/tel 10 Kingston th e single
ra te is 18 cen ts u nder 2,500 m iles, a nd 28 cen ts over 2,500 miles, prepa ym ent re 
qu ired .

Ecu ad or, Bo livia , and Ch ile- 48 cen ts on letters sen t ; heing the Uni ted Sta tes
a nd foreign posta ge . Prcpayuicut requ ired ; 24 cents on lett e rs receive d : bein g th e

nited Sta tes post age o n ly.u
Pent- 32 cen ts o n l e tt ers SCI/ I: being th e Un ited Sta tes a nd for eign postage.

Prepaym ent requ ired ; 20 cen ts on lett ers receive d; hein g the Un ited Sla tes posta ge
on ly.

New G re na da [Sic] - 28 ce n ts on lett er s sent; hein g the U nited Stat es a nd
fore ign postag e . P repaymen t required . 20 cen ts 011 lett ers received; heing th e Un ited
States postage onl y.

Figure 3
Co ver prep aid at the 34c rate to Valp araiso , Chile . There is no New York exchang e . office marking , but that
office evidently credited the Briti sh Packet Office at Panama with 24c. It pa ssed th rough the Panama office on
1 January 1863. Since th is is a co ver fro nt cnlv, its arrival date in Valp araiso is unc ertain . The large red
"25" w as applied at Valparaiso and indic ates that 25 centavos w ere to be coll ected from the recipient .

The sam e rates are shown in the Post Office Dir ectory for the United Stat es
(1856), but the Begulat ions for 18.57 show changes in the rates to Ec uador, Bo
livia, Ch ile, Peru , and New Granada :

Ecuador, Bolivia , and Ch ilc-34 cen ts o n leit er s sen t; heing the United Sta tes
and fo..ei~n postage . Prep ayment req u ired . 10 cen ts on le it ers received : being th e
United Sta tes postage on ly.

}'eru-22 cen ts on lett er s se nt: hein g th e United Sta tes a nd foreign postage.
Prep aym ent req u ired . 10 cent s o n let ters rece ive d; bein g th e United Sta les po stage
o n ly.

New G ra nada - IS cent s on let ters se nt; heing the United Sta les and fore ign
post age . Pr epa ym en t req u ired. 10 cents on le tt ers receive d; bei ng the Un ited Sta tes
postage on ly.

Since th e Act that established a 10 cent rat e, without regard to distanc e, up on
letters to for eign countries with which the United States did not have postal con
ventions was not pass ed un til 1 July 1864, it may be asked; How could the
United States Postmaster Genera l reduce these ra tes to 10 cents in 1857? He had
ample authority to do so. Section 2, Act of 3 March 1851 states:"
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That the Postm aster Genera l, by and with th e advice and consen t of th e Presi
dent of the United States , sha ll be, and he here by is, a u thor ized to reduce or en
large, fro m tim e to t ime, th e rat es of postage upon all letters and ot he r mailable
matt er conveyed betw een th e Uni ted Sta tes and for eign cou ntri es . ..

Figure 3 illustrates a cover (face only) which was evide ntly posted in New
York, and addressed to Valp araiso, Chile. It is endorsed by the sen der "pr Steamer
via Aspinwall," and by the postal clerk (evidently) "Pr, Champion." The service
of the United Sta tes Mail Steamship Company was withdrawn in 1859 and im
mediately replaced by Vanderbilt' s "Atlantic and Pacific Steamship Compa ny.?"
for which Champion ran from 1860 to 1864 between New York and Aspinwall."
The cover is prop erly prepaid 34c by stamps of the 1861 issue. T he New Yark ex
change office (evidently) credited the British packet office at Panama with 24c
(red "24" at upper right). Th is allowed the United States lOc postage, as indicated
by regulations. There is, however, a red "25" at lower righ t as well as th e marking
of the British packet office in black, dated 1 January 1863. The "25" was not ex
plained un til the cover illustra ted as Figur e 4 appeared. Th is cover is prep aid
25 centavos in Chilean stamps, which was evide ntly the Chil ean inland postage.
Thus, Figure 3 was prepaid only to the frontier of Chile, and 25 centavos were
collected from the recipient. Figure 4 was posted in Santiago on 31 May 1863,
addressed to Brooklyn, Long Island. It passed th rou gh the British office a t
Panama, where it was marked with a 24c debit to the United States in blue
crayon. It was received in New York on 2 July 1863 and marked with a "34" indi
cating that 34 cents were to be collected from the recipient. Each of th ese covers
helps explain the other, and also the limit of prepayment of the ra tes.

Figure 4
Cover from Sant iago , Chile, through the British Packet Office at Panama on 20 June 1863, to Brooklyn, Long
Island. The Chilean postage of 25 centavos is prepaid by Chilean postage stamps. From Chile, it travelled as
an unp aid leller. The Panama office debited the United States with the British po stage of 24c. It atrr ived in New
York office on 2 July 1863, where it was marked for a collection of 34c .

F igure 5 illustr ates a cover reported by Dr. Josep h F. Rorke, HA 1095, which
is properly prepaid 22c by stamps of the 1861 issue. It was posted in Warren, Me.,
on 26 January 1864, addresse d to Callao, Peru . It prob ab ly went through the New
York exchange office, which marked it with a red "12" to indicate th e proper
credit of 12 cents to the British packet office at Panama. Th e Panama office ap
plied its marking in black, dated 16 February 1864, an d forw arded it by a ship of
the Pacific Steam Navigation Company to Callao. It was here marked "2" in blue
manuscript for a collection of (probably) 2 dineros.
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Figure 5
Cover at the 22c rate to Callao, Peru . There is no New York exchange office marking, but that office evidently
credited the British Packet Office at Panama with 12c. It passed through the Panama office on 16 February
1864. On the reverse is a Lima transit mark and a Callao marking showing it arrived there on 4 March 1864.
On .he face is a manuscript "2 " which probably indicates a due of 2 dineros.

According to th e U. S. Mail and. Post Office Asslstunt, the rate by British
ma il, via Pa nama, to Peru was increased to 34c on 1 Octob er 1867, and remained
at that rate un til 1 January 1870, when it was again reduced to 22c. This can
on ly mean that the conven tion between Great Britain an d Peru expired about 1
October 1867, and a new convent ion was evidently effective on 1 January 1870.

Figure 6
Cover to Lima, Peru, prepaid $1.02 (3 x 34c). It bears the marking of the San Francisco office and a manuscript
credit by the San Francisco office of $.72 (3 x 24c). It left San Francisco on 6 August IB6B and passed through
the British Packet Office at Panama on 20 August 1868. On the reverse is a Lima marking with an illegible
date. The 34c rate was established 1 October 1867 and remained in effect until 1 January 1870, when it was
again reduced to 22c. Very few covers show the 34c rate to Peru.
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The expira tion of th e convention with Peru would immediately ra ise th e British
postage to Is., or 24 cents. F igure 6 illustrates a cover also reported b y Dr. Rorke.
It is prepaid $1.02 by a block of four of th e 24c, a pair and single grille d Black
Jack stam ps. This is a triple 34c rate cover posted in San Francisco, and addressed
to Lima, Peru. The San Franci sco excha nge office applied a circular SA FRAN
CISCO/PAID marking dat ed AUG/ 6, probably in its sca rle t-pink ink used by
San Francisco. It also marked th e cover in manuscript "72" (3 x 24c), the required
credit to Pan ama for a tripl e rate cover. This letter , of course, fell under the U. S.
Briti sh convention effective 1 Janu ary 1868. Article IX of the detailed regul ations
sets forth th e exchange offices, and sta tes:"?

T he lcucr bill from th e offices of New York and San Francisco for th e British
Packet Office at Pan am a sha ll be in confor mity with 1'01111 F annexe d to the
presen t reg u la tions .

Under th e previou s convention the roll of San Fran cisco as an exchange office
had been limited. This article, however, places it on th e same basis as New York in
regard to transit mail passing through th e British Packet Office at Pan am a.

The Pan am a office applied its marking in bl ack showing that th e letter ar
rived th ere on 20 August 1868. On the reverse is a Lima marking bearing an il
legible dat e. There are no du e markings which leads to th e assumption that the
34c rate paid to destination.

Footnotes
116 Statutes-at -Large 811-812.
2 All steamships and lin es are taken from appendix 10 R ain ey, Thomas, Ocean Steam

Navigat ion and th e Ocean Post wh ich presents a survey made in 1857. Pub lished by D. Apple
ton & Co mpany, 1858, pp. 192-193.

a I bid ., p. 196.
4 Scott's Unit ed Sta tes Stam p Catalogu e-cipeciali zed (1972), p. 31.
1\ 0 /). cit., p. 17.
o T his is th e o nly rate th at does not conform to th ose set by th e Act of March 3, 1851,

See not e 7.
7 Posta l laws published in the United Stales P05t Offi ce Di rectory (1856) , Sec. 79, p . 13.
8 Kemble, J. B ., Th e Panam a ROlll e-18-18-1869, pp. 84-85.
n tua; pp. 218·2 19.

10 16 Statutes-at -La rge 840.
ERRATA
Page 35, Chronicle 54 and page 132 of Hargest, George E., The History of

Letter Post Communication Between the United States and Euro pe, 1845-1875,
Sailings of the Nor th Atlantic Steamsh ip Company. The sailing of Adriatic on 7
November 1860 in both works should be 2 Nove mbe r 1860. This was undoubtedly
an error in transcription from the Author's pen ciled notes in which a "2" was mis
taken for a "7." The sailing of 17 November 1860, is correctly sta ted in Chronicle
54, but in the book is given as 7 November 1860. This is evide ntly a printer 's
error, not cau ght or correct ed on the galley proof . My thanks to W alter Hubbard
for ca llin g these errors to my attention.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the worl d. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registe red,
Specia l De livery and other specia l usages. We usually have a few Terri
torial s and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stam ps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfie ld St. Boston, Mass. 02 108
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OUTSTANDING AUCTIONS
FOR THE SPECIALIST: TO BE HELD IN BASLE

• LATIN AMERICA •
10.30 on MARCH 1

T he "Homs-Georq Bock" collect ion including valu
able classics of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica,
Guatemala, Peru, Uruguay and Venezuela.

• UNITED STATES •
14.30 on MARCH 1

and

10.30 on MARCH 2

The " Hans-Georq Bock" collection of stamps and
covers, cancellations, Western Expresses and the
second por tio n of the "Donald S. Patton" collec tion
of Independen t Mails, Local Posts and Carriers ,
mostly on covers.

HURR Y FOR THE CATALOGUES (£ 1.25p. each)

AND TELEX YOUR BIDS: 915410

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SWI Y 5dZ

ENGLAND

Cables : "Stamps, London S.W.1."

When replying to this advertisement pl ease mention that you saw it in
ccChronicle"
58 The Chronicle / February 1973 / Vol. 25. No . I



THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 76
The problem covers in No. 76 brought several letters. I'm still not sure of

the solution of th e cover reproduced here as Fi gure 1, but I am absolutely con
vinced th at Scuppernong is in orth Carolina and I apologize for locating it a
litt le bit south.

Figu,e 1

Thi s cover is not rea lly qu ite as simple as it appears on casua l inspection.
It was mailed on Septemb er 5 at Scuppern ong, addresse d to White Sulphur
Springs, Va. After reaching White Sulphur Sprin gs, it was readdressed to Salt
Sulphur Spri ngs and remailed at 'White Sulphur Springs on September 11, ra ted
3c du e for the first forwarding. From Salt Sulphur Springs it was again for
warded to Montgomery Spr ings, with a second for warding charge of 3c, for a
total of 6c due. Since this redirec tion appears to be in th e same hand as the
du e markings, it was probabl y furni shed by the Salt Sulphur Springs post office.
There is, however , no postmark of this office.

Th e difficulty is that th e forwarding charges are at the single letter ra te.
If th e 3c stamp was on the envelope when originally mailed , why was 6c pos tage
needed, except for a double letter? How, then, could it be forwarded at the
single letter rate? If the 3c stamp was not on the envelope when first mailed but
was adde d when th e letter was remailed , it should have prepaid one forwarding
charge and only 3c would be due.

A theory sugges ted by Douglas Smith offers a possible explanation. The
let ter may have been mailed aft er hours and the sen der may have added the 3c
stamp in th e mistaken belief that the letter was over )~ oz. or as insurance th at
the letter would not be detained . This would require th e manuscript cancels on
the envelope stamp and the adhesive stamp to corres pond. The docketing over
th e 3c is probabl y a memo written by the addressee. J. V. Nielsen, Jr. and Kent
Wilco x also sent comm ents. Incidentally, all th e Virginia towns invo lved are now
in West Virginia .

A thorough analysis of the cover in Figur e 2 has been received from a mem
ber who prefers to remain anonymous. Th e rates on the cover ca n be explained
only by discarding th e preconception that it is a "forwarded" cover in th e usual
sense. It did not (as one might suppose at first glance) arr ive at Boston by ship
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an d go from Boston to Ashford and then back to Boston. T he Ashford address
is not cross ed out (as it should be if the letter had been for warded fro m Ashford
ba ck to Boston) altho ugh the accidental smea r over "Connecticut" is misleading.
The explanation is rather tha t the cover arrived at a port within 100-200 miles
from Boston, and was ra ted 2 dwt. pos tage for that distance plus 16 gr. ship letter
fee. Since the letter bore the direction "To the Care of Saml Barret , Esq./Boston
Massachusetts," it went on to the Boston post office , was postmarked th ere, and
ra ted 1 dwt, (one additional rate) for the rest of the way to Ashford.

Figure 2

By thi s ca lculation the total postage charge was correctly ra ted at 3 dwt,
from the p ort of arrival to the destinat ion, according to the route traveled . This
means that th e Boston postmark is a tran sit mark, and that th e postage from
Boston to Ashford should not be considered "new" postage, but a continua tion
of th e rat e from the arr ival point. If Barret had acted as a forwarding agent in
taking the lett er out of th e Boston post office and remailin g it , one wou ld expect
th e postage to that point to be pa id, Barret' s name to be crossed out, and a nota
tion on the revers e att esting his ac tion.

Although certa in details still remain unexplained in this an alysis, I believe
tha t it is fundamentally correct.
FURTHER NOTES ON BLAKELY-MOBILE
The problem cover presented in Chronicle No. 72 was postm ark ed Blakely,

Ala. addressed to Mobile, with a Confederate 2c brown red (Scott No.8) and a
"10" due marking. The answer and discussion in Chro nicle No. 73 we re rather
specula tive. Now two covers recently offered at auc tion provid e additional ev i
dence.

One question ra ised was whether the 2c stam p should have been recognized
and th e du e charge sho uld have therefor e been 8c instead of 10c. In th e Nov.
24-25, 1972 sale of Peter Kenedi of Ca liforn ia, lot 960 was a turned cover with
a copy of the 2c on one sid e. Appa rently (the illustration is partial) it was orig
inally mailed as a drop letter and then forwarded. The cover bears the manu
script notati ons "Forwarded," "Missent," and "Due 8," indicating that th e 2c
stamp was taken into account in ra ting th e letter .

In the previous d iscussion of the problem cover, one explana tion advanced
for the use of th e 2c stamp was that the writer expected the letter to be mailed
at Mobile as a drop letter for which 2c was correct postage and that, becau se of
some unforeseen cir cumstance, it was de posited at the Blakely post office in
stead. A second ite m in the same Kenedi sale stre ng thens and virtua lly confirms
thi s hyp othesis. Lot 958 was an envel ope bearin g thc 2c stamp tied by a distinct
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Mobile postmark on a drop letter to Mobile. It is addresse d to "Miss Lil lie Mar 
shall/ Care Mr. Wm, T. Marshall," just as the probl em cover is, and in identical
handwritin g. Both covers even have the same odd sidewise placement of the
stamp. The clear sugges tion is that Miss Lillie's corres ponde nt (very likely a
soldier stationed at Fort Blakely) had an arrangement for gett ing letters across
the river and mailed at Mobile, thereby saving 8c over the rate from Blakely.
They were probably entrusted to a fellow soldier or a traveler making the cross
ing ; one such messenger failed to make a planned trip, or forgot to post the mail
in Mobile, and so left at the Blakely post office the letter destined to become a
problem cover, without payin g the required additional postage.
HOWEVER YOU SLICE IT
Publication of the photograph in Figure 3 has been delayed for a consider

able period although the Phil atelic Foundat ion issued a certificate several yea rs
ago stating that the stamp did not originate on the cover. Certain aspects of the
cover, however, were confusing and unexplain ed until George E. Hargest's article,
"The Effect of the 1868 and 1869 U. S.-British Conventions on the Continuation
of French Mail" appeared in the 1972 Con gress Book.

Th e cover shown originated at New York City on May 5, 1869, with a firm
whose blu e oval hands tamp appears at the lower left. It is postmarked in red
NEW YORK MAY 5 PAID 12. Th ere is a boxed P. D. in red an d a black ET.
UNIS SERV o AM. A. C. B/18/ MAI/69. A Rouen backstamp is dated May 18.
The 30c 1869 stamp (which has a tear) is vaguely tied by an indeterminate blob.
The endorsement "Par 'Siberia'" appea rs at the upper left. The "12" in the New
York postm ark is obliterated with blu e crayon and a figure "6" (somewhat ob 
scured by the P. D.) written in red crayon.

For the stamp to belong, the cover would have to be doubl e weight, and the
New York postmark should show a corresponding credit according to the service
involved. Or , if the 30c stamp had been substituted for a 15c, the markings should
betray the single rate. Here the first contradic tions arose. Siberia was a Cuna rder,
and the credit to France per single letter by British packet was 12c. The 12c in
the New York postmark seemed to agree, but it had been crossed out. An hy
pothesis that the Siberia had already sailed, an d the letter was too late, or that
she had not sailed at all, and the let ter had gone on a different vessel, was short
lived. The Siberia did sail on May 5 and arrived at Liverp ool on May 17.

Figure 3
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Ther e seemed no way to make sense of the "6" credit written in place of the
crossed ou t "12." It could represent the credit to France for a single letter by
Ameri can packet via E nglan d, but how could such an interpretat ion be reconciled
wi th carriage on a Cunard steams hip? The French receiving postmark was a type
supposed to be used on mail by American packet by way of E ngland, but severa l
au thors remarked that th ese postm arks were often inconsistently and incorrect ly
used. Six cents could also be the credi t on a double letter by American pack et
direct , but, if so, the receiving postmark should be th e distinctive octagonal
HAVRE , not th e cir cular Ambulant Calais. Whether or not the 30c stamp was
genui nely used on this cover, there seemed to be no wa y to explain th e dis
crepancies in the ma rkings except to blame the postal clerks for carelessness
an d incompeten ce.

The tru e explanation, as revealed by Professor H argest in th e article cit ed,
reso lves all th e d ifficulties. The article should be read in full for det ails on these
point s and additional valuable related inform ati on . T he basic applicable fa ct is
that from the effective da te of a new U. S.-British convent ion on January 1, 1868,
a new division of responsibility for conveyance of ocean mail becam e opera tive.
F rom this date (for rea sons fully explained in the article) letters in F rench mail
b y Cuna rd vessel via E ngland were properly ra ted and treat ed as American
packet letters, and th ere was no longer a "British pa cket service" for French mail.

T he cover in Figure 3 did indeed travel by the Siberia and was correctly
handled as an American packet letter via E ngland. The 6c credit and the French
receivin g postmark are in accorda nce with this service. All the evidence indi
cat es that this wa s a sing le letter and required only 15c postage. F urthermore,
the tie is suspect and th e dat e of May 5 is ten days earlier tha n the earliest use
(May 15) recorded in the U. S. Sp ec ialized. The judgmen t expressed in the
Phila telic Foundation certificate appears fully justified . Since th e let ter was pre
paid it is likely that a 15c stamp was remov ed and the 30c put in its place. The
sadde st aspect of th is fra ud is that a valuable and un usual cover was destroyed in
the p rocess.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 4

These probl em covers show examples of the 3c 1851 "used abroad." Fi gure
4 illustrates a cover submitt ed by Thomas \V. Priester. It was mailed at D etroit on
August 17, 1852, and has a London ba ckstamp of Septemb er 2. All markings are
in black.
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Figu re 5

The folded letter in Figure 5 is dat elined "Boston, Aug. 15, 1854: ' On the
back is a 32 mm. BOSTON/BR. PKT./AUG 16 in black. There is also a circular
UD. STATE S/HALI FAX/AU 18/1854 in black on the reverse. The stamp is tied
by the characteristic Boston PAID grid.

Wh at function did the 3c stamp perform on each of these covers? What do
the other markings mean and where were they applied?
EARLY U. S. COVERS

AND STAMPS

Specializing in 3c 1851, # 10, # 11,
# 25, # 26, 3c 1869 , Black Jacks,
# 65, Fancy cancels, Advertising,
Ladies, Steamboats. Many VF and
Superb covers availabl e on approval
w ith references.

Also BUYING: VF covers and stamps.
Extra covers? No lot too small .
Write first.

u. S. PHILATELICS
BOX 42818

EVERGREEN PARK, ILL. 60642
T he Chroni cle / February 1973 / Vol. 25. No. 1
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC·

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatel ic Classics Society
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD (contin ued fr om page 12)
orange, bright ora nge brown, dark olive brown and black brown. Thi s 1972
version is a sharp impression and consistently of the common red bro wn sha de
but-perhaps, if there ar e to be more pr int ings, the Dep artment will now favor
us with some of the other sha des .

Stamp collectors love stamps and there have been some lovely ones engrave d
for and issued by the Dep artment during the classic period. Wouldn't it be great
if the Post Office D ep artment print ed a "Stamp Collecting" stamp every year?
What a won derful opportunity to show the present generation of collectors-an d
non- collectors too- some of the fine stamps of the past under the magnifying
glass.

Of course, I'd like to see the l ac '47 honored next to pair with the 5c and
then th ink of all the other possibilit ies:-the ever popular blue Ic 1851, the lac
gree n of 1861 and ima gine the popularity of the bicolor ed 90c 1869.

An appropriate stam p under the magnifier for 1976 would be the 24c 1869
the signing of the Declara tion of Indep endence with recognizable signers whose
head s are engrave d smaller than the head of a pin. Let's hope the Citizen's Com
mittee marks its calendar for this one in 1976.
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write fo r My Free Special Lists

The 19 71 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER- BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpa id $ 10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESSES

For My Outright Purchase , Consignment, o r for
My Publ ic AUCTION Sa les

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
Classified Advertising

T he Chro nicle is prepared to accep t classif ied advertising fro m th e membersh ip on a
basis of 50c per half colum n lin e. Us ing 8 pt. type, th is will run ab out 40 lett ers or spaces per
lin e, give or tak e a few. The major purpose of th e classified ad s is to permit members to locat e,
bu y or sell specia lized mat eri al , ra th er th an a purely com mercia l in tent.

All copy sho uld be mailed , togeth er with a check for th e ad, to th e advertising man ager
Cli ffor d L. Friend , 8081 Aq uadale Dr ive, Boardman, Oh io 44512.

Payment sho u ld be for whole li nes, incl uding nam es and addresses.
64 T he Chronicle / February 1973 / Vol. 2:;, No . I



NEW YORK

SELL THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS
... AND OBTAIN INTERNATIONAL PRICE LEVELS

H. R. Harmer, Inc. of the H. R. Harmer Organization
offer you many extras at no extra cost:

1. Bidding from an International mailing list of top amateurs
and professionals

2. Elaborate, well illustrated, auction catalogues accurately de
scribed by a staff of top specialists

3. Free l.lovds of London insurance from time of despatch until
title passes to the buyer

4. Your property housed in an individual container in the
Harmer vault, protected by modern sophisticated Holmes
apparatus.

5. Your collection extensively advertized and publicized to stim
ulate additional interest

6. The finest premises with separate exhibition room and auc
tion gallery

7. Liberal INTEREST FREE advances

. all this and much more at the modest commission charge of
20% of the gross realization (and no lotting fee)

Attractive dates in April onwards are now available

Sell now, while the market is at the strongest it has ever been.

Request a copy of our recently revised 16-page booklet "Mod
ern Methods of Philatelic Selling" which clarifies the advantages
of selling through Harmers, and also gives details of their unique
Guaranteed Realization Plan.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auctioneers

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

PHONE: (212) 757-4460

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY




	Cover
	In This Issue
	The Editor's Page
	Bank Note Issues 1870-88

	1847 Period
	1847 Covers to Foreign Countries Except to Europe and British North America
	Information Wanted
	The 1972 Version of the 5c 1847 Stamp

	1851-61 Period
	The Three Cent Issue of 1851-1861: Condensed Plating Information
	S5 Research
	Lodge P.O., Fulton County, Kentucky
	Three Oaks, Michigan
	3c 1857, Plate 16 Imprint
	Reprints of the 1857-60 Issue
	S5 Research - the Top Rows
	Bisects of the 3c 1851-Addenda

	1861-1869 Period
	Editorial
	Reference Works on the 1861 Issue
	Alabama Federal Occupation Covers
	Earliest Use of Grilled Stamps
	Book Review: the 1972 Congress Book
	Review: "The U.S. Post Office at Hakodate"
	Review: Postal History Journal

	Bank Note Period
	The Bank Note Issues

	Railroad Postmarks
	Railroad Markings

	The Transatlantic Mails
	An Interesting Cover to Turkey
	SHORT PAID by British Open Mail
	Some Notes on Mails between the West Coast of South America and the United States
	Errata

	The Cover Corner
	Answer to Problem Covers in Issue No. 76
	Further Notes on Blakely-Mobile
	However You Slice It
	Problem Covers fFor This Issue


