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INTENSIVE CARE!
In our vocabulary it has nothing to do with a

hospital. It's descriptive, however, of our han­

dling of collections, large and small and of indi­

vidual items consigned to us for auction.

If you want your stamps and covers to receive

the intensive care they deserve, then put them

in our hands for sale and they will receive the

true professional treatment they deserve.

Despite increasing costs, our terms for sale are

unchanged. We make a simple commission

charge of 20% on total realization - no lotting

fees, - no other charges. A liberal INTEREST­

FREE advance can be given if desired.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

120 East 56th St. New York, N.Y. 10022



AUCTION IN LO~DON

fine

U.S.A.
to be
sold
on

26th June

The magnificent collection formed by

R. W. GIBSON of Thorpe Bay, Essex, England

and other properties

including

• Fancy cancellations

• Specialised " Black Jack"

• Fine Covers

• 1901 inverted centers

• Classics in fine unused blox

Illustrated Catalog by Air Mail $3 .

ROBSON LOWE LI~II"rED

50 PALL MALL,
LONDO~,SWI Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London S.W.1." Telex: 915410

.<:
"­

The

When replying to this advertisement please mention that you saw it in
"Chronicle"
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In te rior view of two of ou r 4 fl oors at 3 East 57th Str eel

we're more 'than just a pretty face
or the world's most

beautiful stamp store
Our act ivity in the editorial management of the Scott 's Cata log and our unique tradit ion as

the world 's first majo r stamp auction house , are your assurance of unpara lleled expertise and
integrity. .

Whether selling your stamps at auction or through direct sale , the extraord inary facili ties
of Harmer Rooke mean the efficient, exped it ious and courteous processing of you r materi al to
affo rd you the most sat isfacto ry reali zat ion.

NO DISTANCE TOO GREAT! NO PROPERTY TOO LARG E!

DIRECT INQUIRY MAY BE MADE BY CALLING, TOLL FREE,
ON THE HARMER ROOKE "HOT-LINE" 800-221-7276

from anywhere in Cont inental U.S.A. except New York State
(In New York, Call (21 2) PLaza 1-1900)

~-' f!llook w ~().-' §~. '
INTERNATIONAL A UCTIONEERS · SA LES AG ENTS · AP PRAISERS

3 East 57th Street New York, N.Y. 10022 (21 2) PLaza 1-1900

ESTABLI SHED : LONDON 1903 • NEW YORK 1939
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
JOHN BOUTON'S POSTS - THEIR HISTORY AND HANDSTAMPS
© Copyright Calvet M. Hahn 1973

Very little has been reported about John Bouton and his important series
of local posts. He suddenly appeared upon the New York postal scene and just
as suddenly disappeared . The dates and data about his posts have frequentl y
been given erroneously. He was involved with the Manhattan Express, the
Franklin City, and the Bouton City post. The handstamps and the New York
City directories give us a sizeable body of data that has not been available to
those who specialize only in the local adhesives.

The Barr Predecessor
William V. Barr, postman, is first listed in the 1846 Doggett City Directory

published in late June 1846 and containing data chiefly collected in May. Barr
was listed at 121 Norfolk. Several other William Barrs are listed in this directory
- one is a merchant, one a gunsmith, and one a boil erman. The gunsmith is
reported as far back as the 1842 directory. There is at least a possibility that
the William Barr, watchmaker , at 45~ Clarkson, listed in the directory is the
same as the William V. Barr, postman. However, it seems more likely that
William V. Barr is new to town and arrived in the summer of 1846 or the winter
of 1845. . .

Only one handstamp of Barr's post has survived. It is on a cover of Feb­
ruary 14, 1847, which contains a valentine for Hannah Price, reproduced in
Pat Paragraphs, p. 1064. Th e handstamp is not clear as to the valu e but ac­
cording to Elliott Perry it is probably 2c. The marking is a red 24mm circle
MANHATTAN EXPRESS/ WV/ BARR/ C with the ' t' or 'ts' in cents also blurred
as was the value. The cover last changed hands for $100 within the past five
years with Mr. Perry purchasing it as an agent.

Barr sold his operation to John Bouton sometime after Valentine's Day in
1847 and prior to May 1847. In asmuch as Barr was not reported in the 1845
directory and as there is no 1846 Valentine cover , it is likely th at he began
operations either shortly before Valentine's Day 1846, or shortly thereafter. On
the basis of operating patterns from other locals , I would suspect he was in
operation only 12-14 months, probably catching two Valentine periods. The
directory published June 30, 1847 shows Barr as a coffee merchant at 37 Stanton.
The 1848 directory confirms the coffee business and gives his home as 121
Norfolk-the earlier address of the penny post.

Bouton's Franklin Despatch and Manhattan Express
The Doggett City Directory, published in mid-1847 , reports John Bouton,

Manhattan Express post 10 Spring, home 10 Spring in the alphabetical listing
(which is compiled in May). In the express section, edited later, it adds:

Franklin and Manhattan City Express Post for lett ers and sma ll hand pa ckage s
John Bouton , 10 Spr in g.

This is the first listing that connects John Bouton with a local. It connects him
with two locals, and a package express , at slightly different dates. Th e Doggett
of 1846 reports a John Bouton, grocer, at 68 King with his home at the sam e
location.

There is no John Bouton reported in the 1845 dir ecto ry , but in 1844 there
are two reported. One, a ship carpenter living at Ch erry, corner of Montgomery,
first appears in the 1842 dir ectory at the same address and occupation. Th e
second John Bouton listed in 1844 is a clerk at 281 Pearl street with his home
at 338 Greenwich. This Bouton may well be the one connecte d with the local
in 1847.

Most of the Boutons in America in the mid-1800's are descendants of
Jean Bouton, a French Huguenot who came over in the 16oo·s. One prominent
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contemporary of the local post Bouton is John Bell Bouton, born March 15,
1830, in Concord, N. H. who in 1857-1866 was editor of the New Yo rk Journal
of Commerce. He is probably too young to be the same man. Most of the
Boutons settled in Connecticut and the John Bouton of philatelic fame probably
came from that state.

From the evidence in the 1847 city directory we know that Bouton was
operating the Man hattan Express at leas t as early as May 1847 (a fact confirmed
by handstamps) when the original data for the directory was gathered, and
the Franklin post in June, when the late additions were made just prior to
publication.

Henry Abt in the third chapter of his Boyd's City Express Post states,
. . . some tim e in 1846 William V. Barr est ablished th e Manhattan Exp ress I"ost, and
it is said, th e Franklin City Despatch , serving the 'uptown' region between Canal
Street and Union Square.

There is some evidence to support Mr. Abt in his statement that John
Bouton did not found the Franklin City Post, however, it may not support his
thesis that Barr founded it. First, there is a dated Franklin City Post cover of
June 25, 1847, establishing its existence at that date. Th is cover accords with
the facts in the city directories. It tends to confirm Bouton's operation at that
date as the directory was published th e following week. Secon d, there is a
dated piece of September 2, (1847?) which was found by W. P. Brown in
1878 which has a manuscript 'Boutons' over it. Logic makes it high ly unlikely
that this is 1846 or 1848, although I have not had the cover to examine the New
York city postmark to date it precisely, which probably could be done. The
question is what a manuscript 'Bouton' was doing on it unless it indicated a
takeover, as we find subsequently with the 'Swarts' manuscript on the Bouton
stamps that Elliott Perry reported in his Chatham Square monograph, If a
customer had bought the stamp previously and did not use it on a cover un til
September 1847, such a notation might well be put on the stamp, to show the
change in ownership.

I have carefully searched the city directories of 1845-1848 to see if any
Franklin was listed that might have originated this post, or tha t was at one of '
the various addresses occupied by John Bouton or William Barr. The search
was unsuccessful. The most probable explanation is that the Franklin refers to
Franklin street, which is south of Canal street, and nine blocks south of Spring
street, where the Manhattan Express was located. It is on the other side of town
from Barr's Norfolk street address. Thus, this location does not accor d with
Abt's explanation of Canal to Union Square being the area serviced.

For future postal historians who wish to explore the Franklin City Post I
will go out on a limb and sugges t that: a) Bouton did not found it but took
it over in June 1847, b) Bouto n closed it down pr ior to October 2, 1847, c) it
operated from a Franklin street address and thus was not founded by Barr,
d) a non-existent revers e directory of Franklin street listings in 1846-7 would
probably identify the owner, who oth erwise must b e searched for by examining
every single listing in the 1847 directory to identify all those on Franklin stree t,
and e) the local probabl y was founded in 1847 to take advantage of the Valen­
tine bu siness that year and, therefore , we may yet find a handstamp.

Th ere are serious problems involved in the Bouton Manhattan Express
handstamp. Th e first qu estion is the date of the takeover. Th e general assump­
tion , in which I concur, is that Barr sold his post to Bouton after Valentine's
Day 1847. One piece of evidence suggests the sale took place almost im­
medi ately after. This evidence is the existence of a cover da ted February 18,
1847, with an uncanc elled Bouton Manhattan Express stamp tied by a filing
crease, This letter carries a red New York circle handstam p and is addressed
to 'Watesolich, N. Y.' according to Robson Lowe's report of it in the Basle
1972 sale. No such town, or similarly named town, ever existed in New York
state according to the post office records. A very bad misreading of the manu­
script address might have confus ed the town and state, but th e name as
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rep orted does create a prob lem . The second prob lem in con nection with th is
cover is that it bears a Bouton's Manhattan Express stamp. Normally the local
posts used hand stamps pri or to the use of adhesives. There is no Bouton Man­
hattan Express handstamp known near th is date so that normal procedure would
have to be inverted to justify th is cover.

The handstamp used for this local is a 32x24mm reddish-brown colored
marking. It reads: BOUTON'S/MANH ATTAN/lozen ge/EXPRESS . Several
covers have a manuscript 'paid 2' to indi cat e the rate . I have been able to record
the followin g covers: a) lot 402 in the Kaufmann 1972 sale dated April 29, 1847,
b ) a May 31, 1847 item, lot 1255 in the Lowe Basle 1972 sale, c) an undated
cop y illustrat ed here, d) a cop y dat ed September 1, 1847 and e) lot 176 of th e
Lazarus 50th Mai l sale dated Jul y 16, 1848 with cer tification by John Fox. This
last also has a red-brown adhesive negative PAID, measur ing 27x7mm .

T here are, unfortunat ely, two varieties of the Manhatt an Exp ress hand­
stamp rep orted . One differen ce is that one variety has the lozenge and th e
second does not. Also differ entiating these two is the fact that th e non-lozenge
variety has th e 'H' of Manhattan directly under th e 'T' of Bouton: It also has
a different letter spacing. In order to better study th is handstamp, I would
appreciate Xerox's of kno wn covers in various collections , with notations on
the contents, dat e, etc. if possible.

It is my opinion that not bo th varieties are genuine . This opinion rests upon
the dat es of the reported covers, the fact th at use of two handstamps in such
a short time spa n in this per iod (rather than the lat er Boyd/Hussey period) is
otherwise unknown and un likely under the same own ership. Bouton is not
otherwise kno wn for thi s practice as his later handstamp testi fies. ew hand­
stamps almost always have a valid philatelic reason un til the later period . No
one has presented such a reason for two handstamps here with th e peculiar
use pattern they denote.

Figure 1
(Photo by Adrie" Boutre lle)

The first cover to examine is the one of Ju ly 16, 1848- a non-lozenge
varie ty . T he date is late- very latel It is also well after Bouton be gan using his
Bouton's City Express han dstamp, raising th e problem of why th ere are two
handstamps at the same tim e, inasmuch as the Ci ty Express handstamp is lmown
in the fall of 1847.

The alphabetic listing of the 1848 Doggett's Directory, published June 30th
of that year reads: 'John Bouton express post 29 Spring, h. 25 Dominick'. How­
ever, preceding th e list ings is a notice of cha nges 'too late to be entered'
which reads: 'John Bouton, express post, 175 Bowery'. Thus we know Bouton
moved between May and late June 1848 to th e 175 Bowery address. The listing
under th e Express category at th e end of the director y reads:

Franklin an d Manhattan City Express Post for k tters and sma ll hand packages
John Bou ton 175 Bowery.
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Except for the address, this listing is identical with the one published a yea r
earlier. Yet, at this period only the Bouton City Express handstamps are known
except for this Jul y 16, 1848 Manhattan Express cover . I hav e been unable to
record any oth er cover that overlaps the two handstamp dates and an overlap
of nine months is dubious without a single subs tan tiating second item. If this
cover, with its fancy negative PAID lab el, is dubious, then any other cover
using the same typ esetting is also susp ect . Thi s would include the one recorded
May 31, 1847, which does have the same typesetting and which does not have
the lozenge. Th e style of this non-lozenge handstamp may well have inspired
the Bogus Type B stamp illustrated in Patton. Th e May 31st cover is sand­
wiched, in date sequence, between covers bearing the lozen ge and thu s raises
the problem of why.

Th e April 29, 1847 cover bears the lozenge and is to an addressee known
to have resided at that location in the 1847-8 period. The undated cover,
illustrated here, (Figure 1) is addressed to William Clark at 20 Cedar stree t,
upstairs. From 1846 through to the 1850's, one of the residents at th is address
is a G. W. Powers, dom est ics. In the 1850's a J. B. Montgomery, cloths , also
shared this address. He is not listed in the 1846 or 1847 directory. Unfortunately,
neither is William Clark-at this address. Searching from 1842 through to ]851 ,
there is no Willi am Clark or Clarke at 20 Cedar. However, there are a plethora
of Clarks on Cedar street-numbers 15, 80, 87, 89 and 106 were all Clark or
Clarke residences in 1846-1847. Thus, it is not unlikely that young William Clark
moved out of his famil y domicile for a while and took the up stairs room at
20 Cedar.

A fina l note of mystery about the Manhattan Express is the fact that it
again shows up in 1859 as a local city post. My arti cle on Sto ne's City Post
covers this late revival of the nam e. As Mr. Stone was in New York at the time
Swarts was disposin g of his operation, he may have bought the rights to this
name from Swarts who acquired it from Bouton; more likely Stone just
appropriated it.

The City Dispatch Post Handstamp
Past records report this handstamp only during 1848. It is a red 31xl 9mm

oval reading: BOUTO NS/CITY/DISPATCH POST. A substant ial quantity are
known, a few of which will be listed later. The earliest recorded copy is
illustrated here, Figur e 2. It is in the same brownish-red as the Manhattan
Express hand stamp and is unlike the typical ora ngish-red norm ally reported
for the City Dispatch Bouton marking. The color, therefore, is scarce .

Figure 2
(Photo by Adrien Boutrelle)
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The letter bearin g this first Bouton City Dispatch marking is addressed to
Mr. Hoppock and is not year dated but is dated October 2nd and asks the
addressee to meet the next day, Sunday, at the Ho ward House. The only
Oc tob er 2nd on a Saturday during the period when Bouton operated is in
1847. Thus this letter has to be dated October 2, 1847 and is th e earli est re­
corded use of this handstamp. This is confirmed by the city dir ectories. An El y
Hoppock lived at this address in 1845 and James L. Hoppock lived there in
1847 according to the directory published June 30, 1847-Ely ha ving moved to
128 10th stree t. James was a grocer at 62 Dey, living, however , at the addr ess
on this cover . He is not listed in the directory published in mid-1 848.

Following the Septembe r 1, 1847 Manhattan Express handstamp, this
cover fits nicely into the time sequence of the Bouton opera tions if we disregard
th e very late Jul y 1848 Manhattan Express cover. This Hoppock cover suggests
a change of some sort in th e operation during September 1847. Such a change
might be the move from 10 to 29 Spr ing stree t which we know took place
between June 1847 and June 1848.

For the record, some of the dates I have not ed this handstamp recorded
are listed below. It is definit ely not mean t to be a comprehensive list:

10/ 2/1 847 4/29/48 11/6/4 8
1/ 5 jI 848 7jI6/4 8 12/ 2/ 48
2/ 12/48 7/ 18/ 48 12/ 9/ 48
4jI6/ 48 9/12/48 (severa l undated)
4/29/48 (Bridgeport ) IOjI 3 j 48

Figure 3
(Photo by Adrien Boutrell e)

A typical example of the orangish-red handstamp is illustrated as Figure 3.
This letter is from an engineer who wan ts to work on the New York and New
Haven Railr oad out of New Haven. Dated April 29, 1848, it is addressed to
Robert Schu yler, a civil engineer, who had his office at #2 Hanover at leas t
from 1842 through 1848. His home, according to th e 1847 directory, was 13
Laigh t. This cover also bears a red 20xl0mm straightline supplementary marking:
PAID/ BOUTON. The PAID may also be found separately. I record thi s
supplementa ry marking on stampless covers of 4/ 29/1848,7/5/48, 11/ 6/48, and
12/ 2/48. The BOUTON is also reported as a separa te listing.

'While covers bearing adhesives are not the subject of this analysis, there
is one that should be commented upon. That is a cover sold as lot 869 of
Siegel's 342nd sale. T his cover bears an adhesive purport edly tied to a cover
of May 19, 1847, by a PAID/BOUTON. If th e cover date is 1847, as reported
in the catalog, it is remark ably early and the stamp should be closely examined
to see if it is "tied". Neith er adhesive nor handstamp is otherwise reported
The Chronicle / May 1973 / Vol. 25. No. 2 73



this early, and it is always wise to examine all locals that fall out of the logical
mainstream of date sequence for the known handstamps.

Another supplementary marking is reported on two Bouton covers and two
of Swarts. TIns is a red 9x8mm N. One of the Bouton covers is illustrated as
Figure 4. Th e other is addressed to 9 East 11th street. Neither is dated. The
two Swarts items are known in March and June of 1849. The purpose of this
supplementary mark ing is not known. The late Swarts items make it unlikely
that the handstamp represented a North-South geographic split between the
two posts.

/ (,

/ : 7;)

Figure 4

All four uses, however, are on covers addressed North of Houston street.
Therefore, it is possible that this marking represented a special Greenwich
Village routing-possibly even an unknown second local. Own ers of Bouton

'markings addressed north of Houston str eet that do not bear this handstamp
are asked to contact the author as are own ers of Swarts covers, prior to Jun e
1849, th at do hav e north of Houston addresses not bearing this handstarnp. I
should also be int erested in hearing of other local covers bearing this "N",
which should not be confused with the blue "ra ilroad" "N" known in the
1840's.

The Swa rts Takeover
_ John Bouton had shown himself to be an enterprising local in the two

years of his operation. Th e number of Bouton covers illustrates the degree of
his success . Thus it was not illogical for Aaron Swarts to want to buy him out
if Swarts was to achieve his goal as a major New York local. The accompanying
map , showing the locations of the Bouton, Barr, and Swarts posts , illustrates
clearly th at Swarts wou ld have problems growing northward with the city
if Bouton continued. Southward operations were already heavily limited by
the very succ essful Boyd post.

Elliott Perr y in his Chatham Square Post Office has discu ssed the Swarts
scheme to become the U. S. post office carrier agent for mail north of Chambers,
leaving that south of Chambers to Boyd . While the proposal did not go through
it was in the air in January 1849. Th e details are adequately covered by Mr.
Perry.

As Bouton did sell out to Swarts , the qu estion is when . The tak eover
certainly did not take place prior to December 9th , 1848, the date of the last
known Bouton handstamp. It apparently did take place by February 3rd or
5th 1849 for one of the items illustrated in th e Chatham Square booklet is a
dated piece containing a Bouton stamp with a Swarts signature over it This
item is dated February 3rd or 5th, 1849. Mr. Perr y raises the qu estion of
whether the takeover occurred before or after the proposed government carrier
proposition, of January 1849.
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Based upon the known Bouton cover quantities and the scarce number of
Swarts covers known in 1848 it would be presumptuous of Mr. Swarts to
make a proposal to the government to handle the mails north of Chambers
unless he had already eliminated his far more successful rival , John Bouton.
Th ere is philatelic evidence that the takeover occurred betw een December
9th and Decemb er 16th 1848. This evidence is: 1) there are only two Swarts
covers known before December 16, 1848- the two Branch post office items ,
with the fancy eag le and sta rs. They both date to January 1847. Perry does
mention one Swar ts B Post item that "may possibly have been used in June
1847". I've not seen this cover and do not know the basis of his reasoning;
however, misreading a '7' for a '9' is not an uncommon problem in dating
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covers . 2) Wh at we do know is that the earliest of the well-known Swarts
items is definitely found on December 16, 1847 and from then on continuously
through to November 7, 1851. These covers are in some quantity in January
and February 1848, compared with the one known copy in December and the
zero (excluding Perry's June 1847 comment) copies earlier than December 16
although Swarts operated through the year. 3) The shift from a large number
of copies of Bouton handstamps to a large number of Swarts handstamps ties
in well with the last dated and first dated copies of eac h. It strongly suggests
a shift in operation between the two.

Th e edition of Dogget t's City Directory, published on Jun e 29, 1849 does
not list John Bouton. However, the 1851 city dir ectory does list a John H.
Bouton as a printer at 37 Cherry Stre et. It might be noted that the ship's
carpenter Bouton of 1842 also lived on Cherry stree t. The Doggett 1851 does
not carry this Bouton listing but the Rode's City Directory does. I have not
found any further Bouton listings in subs equent years.

No tes

Car mi ne color
Orangish color
Ora ngish color

used 2 compa nies; Nor th of
Houston service

2 Cha thamSwarts B12/16 /4 812/1 6/ 48· on

A Hypothetical Dating

In order to present a finished picture, even when the data is not available,
I have constructed a hypothetical date structure covering when various typ es
of handstamps connected with Bouton might be expected.
Dates 1\11 011I11 T ype Address
2/ 10/46-2/15/47 2/ 14/47 Barrs 121 Nor folk
2f16/47-9/30/47 4/29-9f1 / 47 Manhatt an 10 Spr ing
1O/l i4 7-12/ 30/ 47 10/ 2/ 47 Bou ton City 29 Spri ng
Ifl /48-6/1 / 48 1/ 5-4/ 29/ 48 Bout on City 29 Spri ng
6/2/48- 12/9/48 7/ 16-12/9/48 Bou ton City 175 Bowery
10/1 /47 -12/ 9/ 48 4/29-12/2/48 PAID /Bouton vario us
6/2/48-6/3 0/49 -/- /48·6/49 N var ious
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N.A . stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
SOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
76
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COV ERS IS

STRONG IN A LL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

San Ansel mo, Ca. 94960 CSA
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS TO THE MARITIME PROVINCES
CREIGHTON C. HART

There are more 1847 covers to Upper and Lower Canada than there are to
all other foreign countries combined . To Upper and Lower Can ad a I presentl y
list 239 1847 covers and to all th e oth er countries only 219. Because New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia , Prin ce Edward Island, and Newfoundland are part of
Canada today, it is natural to think of covers addressed to the Maritim e Prov­
inces as covers to Ca nada . However , until joining Confederation in 1867
(or later for Prince Edward 1. and Newfoundland) each of the Maritime
Provinces was autonomous.

To emphasize this distinction, the next issue of the Chronicle will have
a sepa rate article on 1847 covers to Canada. This ar ticle on '47 covers to the
Maritime Provinces, together with the two preceding articles on foreign uses
and the one to follow on Canada, will give our memb ers all the information
I have on '47 covers to foreign countries. Although there undoubtedly are
foreign uses I do not yet list, I believe the lists are near enough complete to be
useful. Each year an occasional unli sted cover appears at auction or in a dealer's
stock but it happens l ess often with eac h passing season.

GULF OF
Sr. LA'vol RENeE

Map showing location of the Maritime Provinces, and 'ha principal land and sea routes between them and the
United St.tes.

It will be adva ntageous to make some comparisons to show when the
rates and routes to the individual provinces were the same or similar and wh en
they were different. Both the Canada.'> and the Maritime Provinces were under
the ultimate control and supervision of the General Post Office in London until
April 6, 1851, for the Canadas , and until July 6, 1851, for Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. This 90 day lag from April 6 to July 6, 1851; occurred just
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before the '47 stamps were demoneti zed on Jul y 1, 1851. On April 6, 1851,
when the postal system in Canad a passed to local control, a new "pa id through
rate" became effective. This new rate of 10c U. S. or 6d Can adian enable d
correspondents to repay the entire postage from the origin in one country to
the dest ination in the other. However, because of the 90 day lag, the old rates
to the Mari time Provinces continued, with the U. S. domest ic "Paid to the
lines" either 5c or 10c dep endi ng up on distance, then the intern al Maritime
Provinces postage was due from the addressee .

Covers to Canada always show the prevailing domestic ra te by land
whereas '47 covers to the Maritime Provinces were carried about half the t ime
by land and about half of the time by sea. A specialized collection of covers
to the Maritime Provinces can exhibit covers carri ed by land and also covers
carried by sea. Such a combination show ing of '47 covers carried both by land
and by sea is not possible for '47 covers to any other foreign countries.

Covers carr ied by land are backstamp ed so it is possible to 'follow the
routing as they passed from one exchange office to another. Th ese foreign
markings contain a year date which U. S. postmarks lack. This information is
vital for list ing the covers in chronological ord er. Covers carri ed by sea divide
into two classes. It is well to not e the diff erences because , although those
carri ed by packet are scarce, those carried by private ship are rare.

The term "packet" of course means that th e mail was transported by a
steamer under government contract. In the case of the '47 covers to the
Maritime Provinces this serv ice was by the Cunard liners under contr act to the
British government. The term "ship" means that the cover was carr ied by a
non-contract vessel, a private ship, and for the Maritime Provinc es this usually
meant a coastal vessel ra ther than a transatlantic steamer. When carried by a
private ship the word "SHIP" was promin entl y struc k on the front of the cover
(Cover A). Packet covers received a circular handstamp with the wording
"UD. STATES/HALIFAX" and the date.

--~----- ...... -- --. _ ._~ '."!...~
Cover A has STEAM-BOAT and ST. JOHN N.B,fSHIP LETTER handstamps indicating carriage by a non-eontract
vessel . This cover went bV coastal steamer to the post office at St. John and from there was sent via the over­
land route to Prince Edward Island. (Anne Boyd Lichtenstein Foundation Collection)

The mail route by land from the United Sta tes passed first through New
Brunswick, th en Nova Scotia, and then to Prince E dward Island. Covers to
these Maritime Provinc es will be discussed separately but in ' that order. Th ere
are presently 36 covers on my list with 8 of these addressed to New Brunswick,
25 to Nova Scotia and 3 to Prince E dward Island.

Because there are so few covers each will be describ ed . Th ere are two
reasons for the detailed listings of covers which have appeared in the 1847
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section since 1962. First, it should be an asset for our members to know what
covers and how many are extant to meet their collecting hopes. Equally im­
portant, these lists will serve as check lists for covers in your own collections,
and I trust that you will repo rt to me any covers which you own and which
are not listed. All covers seem eventually to return to the philatelic market place,
even though yours may not now be for sale.

New Brunswick
As the map shows, New Brunswick has a long border in common with

Maine. Because of this one expects most of the mail to travel the land route
rather than by sea. The eight '47 covers herein listed went this rou te. However,
Susan McDonald writes that "plenty of stampless covers at this tiine went
by water-as ship letters and sometimes bootlegged by travellers." So far none
of these covers by sea have turned up with '47 sta mps.

Two of the covers on the New Brunswick list have special postal history
in terest. The cover from New York, January 20, 1848, was carried outside the
mail from Liverp ool and forwarded from New York to St. John. These "outside
the mail" letters have been popularized by being labeled "bootleg" because
expensive ocean postage was saved. Many letters during this period were carried
outside the mail for speedy and safe delivery as well as to save postage.

NotesDestinationStam pts}Date

Cover B should have 10c U. S. po stage. The sender correctly routed it overland "Mail Via Robbinstown, Maine"
but Incorrect ly marked it " paid ." The clerk at the late Expre ss rcost office desk cro ssed out the "paid " and In·
correctly rated it " 5 du e" although there w as no agreement or the U. S. P. O. to collect the 5c shortage
from the New Brun swick po st office.

1847 COVERS TO NEW BRUNSWICK
Postmark

IIy la nd . add . C. & W. Adams
By land , add. Alex Yates;
(boo tleg "pe r Cam bria")
By land , add . unknown
By land , add . Henry Gil bert

By land . add. H enry Gilbert;
short pa id
By land , ad d . Henry Gilbert

By land, add. Henry Gilb ert

By lan d, add . Thos. Gilbert

St. John
St . John

Saekvi lle
St. Joh n

SI. John

SI. John

St. J oh n

SI. John

5e (2)
JOe (I)

lOe ( I)
We ( I)

5e ( I)

5e (2)

JOe (I)

5e (2)

4, 18-X

May II , IS-?

O ct.

Apr. 5, I8-X

IIoston
Ne w York (origin
Liverpool)
New York
U. S. Express,
N. York
U. S. Express,
N. York
U. S. Express,
N. York
U. S. Express,
N. York
U. S. Express.
N. York

Sep. 23, I8-X

J an. 8. 1848
Ja n. 20, 1848

J an. 31, 1!l50
May 8, I!lSO
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All the covers to New Brunswick ha ve 10c in postage except the April
5th, "N. York U. S. Express" which has a single 5c, (Cover B). This cover is
short paid and marked "5 du e" alth ough th ere was 110 way to collect it. This
letter probably got by because it was handed to a clerk at the window kept
open an extr a hour for lat e letters, (the Express postm ark). The clerk evidently
didn't know any better th an to mark U. S. postage du e.

The three covers to Henry Gilb ert with the yea r date given as 18-X are
fronts only so th ere are no ba ckstamps to give the year date. To show this lack
of information an "X" is used . Th e cover with the yea r date 18-? is an entire
folded letter and the yea r date may be evident in th e backstump . Because thi s
information is as ye t unknown a "?" is used .

Nova Scotia
Halifax was a regular stop for the Cunard stea mers during ,the currency

of the 1847 issue, so it is not surprising that there are mor e '47 covers to Nova
Scotia th an to any of th e other Maritime Provinces. Th e Cunard steamers
were under contract to th e Briti sh Post Office so 15 of the 16 covers that went
by sea have packet du e markings. Onl y one letter (July 9, 1849) has a non ­
contract handstamp, ST. JOHN N. B./SHIP LETTER.

The cau ses behind th e postal wa r th at explain the "re talia tory" covers
are now well known to specialists of th e 1847 issue and to postal history
collectors. Ho wever, since th e story has not appeared in the 1847 section pre­
viously, it will be briefed here for tho se not familiar with it.

A new era in transatlantic mail operation began in 1840 when Samu el
Cunard put into service a fleet of new steamers. These Cunard liners were fast
and follow ed a regular sche dule across th e Atlantic. Cunard continue d to im­
prove his service and for seven yea rs enjoyed a virtual monopoly on ocean
passenger travel and packet mail.

Cover C is a retaliatory rale (over. It ori$linated in Baltimore where it was given to a rail route agent who
struck the Baltimore RR marking, The total postage for this letter was 59c, the United States part being 35c
and 24c (1 shilling) being collected from the addressee. (Creighton C. Hart Collection)

The United States Con gress, hoping to share the profitabl e ocean postage
revenu e, subsidized two steamers, th e \Vashin gton an d th e Herman. The British
Post Office, imagining th e threat to th eir packet mail revenue to be greater
th an it pro ved to be, impos ed ocean postage on all transatl antic mail, effec tive
as of Jun e 1847, wh ether carried by British packets or not. This arrogant act
by the British Post Office led to a confrontation with th e United States Post
Office which, with the backin g of Congress, retaliated on Jul y 1, 1848, by
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assessing ocean postage on all mail carried by foreign vesse ls from countries
imp osing such rat es on mail by U. S. packets. There was enoug h complaining
by business men on both sides of the Atlantic to brin g abo ut a postal tr eaty
which was signed in London Dec. 15, 1848, ending the double charge as of
Jan. 3, 1849.

The "re taliatory" per iod lasted only six months so there are few examples
with 1847 stamps. Two of these scarce covers are to Nova Scot ia, one with 30c
in '47 stamps and the oth er with 35c. Th e cover with three 10c '47's is dated
Aug. 15, 1848. This cover mailed in Boston paid the 5c domestic rate to th e
port at New York plu s the retaliatory charge of 24c. The oth er one (Cover C)
originated in Baltimore an d the 35c paid the 10c domestic ra te for over 300
miles to the Boston port plus, of course , the retaliatory charge of 24c. In
each instance the use of stamps required a l c overpayment because there
were only two denominat ions in our first issue.

The sequence of backstamp s discloses that the March 21, 1848, cover
(Cover D) from Frederickburg, Va., endo rsed to go by the Cambria packet,
actually went overland. The foreign receiving backstamps show the overland
route the letter took, apparently having missed the Cambria's departure in New
York. The carelessly written postage du e, th at is correctl y decipherable only
by another post office clerk , is 1 shilling I Jf penc e, th e overland ra te from
th e border.

Cover 0 appears to have gone on th e Cunard packet Camb ria but th e fore ign receivin!/ backstamps show et her­
wis e. This cover went overland ; po stage of 1 sh illing l Y2 pence wa s collected from the addressee .

In her article on Cunard packet mail Susan McDonald comments about
the two covers with 25c in '47 stamps both addresse d to Rob ert Nob le & Sons.

It [Cover E] was mai led at Balt imore May 28, 1849, " Pr Stea mer Canada Via N.
York," T here arc two copies of th e 10e 1847 and a single copy of the 5c, making a
tota l of 25c on the cover. The 5c stamp is tied by a Nova Scotia circ u lar due mark­
ing for 1/1 Y2 cy., th e correct rating for a single packet lett er a t th is date. T he IDe
sta mps arc not tied. Since the distan ce fro m Ba lt im or e to Ne w York is under 300
miles, only 5e was req u ired on th is letter. T he IDe sta mps did not perform any
function and, in my op inion , do not be long on this cove r. T he same re mar ks ap ply
to a similar cove r from th e sallie correspo nde nce dat ed Sep te mber 18, 1849, al so with
a sing le 5c and two IDe 1847 sta m ps. It , too, wen t on the Ne w York packet -the
"Niaga ra" saili ng Sep te mber 19.

Both of th ese 25c covers have "pure breed" pedigrees. The one dated
May 28, 1849, (Cover E) was form erly in the Senator Ackerman collection
which was put together by Elliott Perry. This cover is also illustrated on
p. 33 of volume I of Lester Brookman's United States Postage Stamps of the 19th
Century (2nd edition). The oth er 25c Noble cover was in th e John F. Seybold
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collection when it was dispersed in 1910. Later th is same cover was in the
Ackerma n collec tion whe n that collection was sold by Perry in 1928. It was
last auction ed in 1966 by John A. Fox as part of the Hollowbush Collection.

If there is a moral here, it must be that although pedigrees are important
and impressive, they are not gua rantees of genuineness.

Covers E and F are twa covers to Robert Noble & Sans . The upper caver (El required only 5c postage from
~8~}~are to the part of New York from which the Cunard line " Canada" embarked far Halifa x an May 30,

Cover F has a pair of Sc which paid the rate for over 300 miles from Baltimore to Beston, the port from which
the "Hibernia" sailed for Halifax an September 18, 1850 .

Th e contents of another Noble cover (Cover F) reveal that Noble's Balti­
more correspondent was Thomas R. Matthews & Co. Both Robert Noble &
Sons and Thomas R. Matthews were substantial bu siness firms. In th e Sep­
tember 15, 1850, letter Matthews confirms an agreemen t to make "a tend er . . .
to supply the Army contracts with flour ," a sizable bit of bu siness which shows
the responsible positions of both companies.

That the Matthews company was well informed about ma il is clearl y
evident from the specific inst ructions wri tten on the covers about Cunard
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steam ers wh ether dep ar ting from New York or Boston. It seems improbable
that such a large an d important finn as Thomas R. Matthews & Co . wou ld over­
pay the 5c postage ra te fro m Baltimore to New York twic e by 20c.

The two covers to Halifax posted February 24, 1848, and February 29,
1848, have only recently been reported by Herman Herst, Jr. and are in his
April 18, 1973 auction.

1847 COVERS TO NOVA SCOTIA
Dale

Aug. 18. 1847
Aug. 25. 1847
Sep. 30. 1847
Feb . 2, 1848
Feb . 18. 1848
Feb . 24. 1848
Feb . 29. 1848
Mar. 2 1. 1848

A ug. 15. 1848

A ug . 22 , 1848

May 28. 1849

J Ulie 4. 1849

J u ly 9. 1849

Aug. 30. 1849

Scp. 18. 1849

Scp. 23. 1849

Oct. 17, 1849

June 20. 1850
J u ne 26. 1850
July 5. 1850
J u ly 29 1850
Sep . 15 . 1850
Sep . 28, 1850
Apr. 27 , 1851
May 26 , 1851

Stanipis]

)()e (I)
5c (2)

lOc (1)
)()c ( I)
IOc (I)
l Oe (2)
IOc (2)
5c (2)

IOc (3)

5c (3)
roc (2)

5c ( I)
ioe (2)
5c (I)

5c (2)

in c (1)

5c ( I)
l Oe (2)
lOc ( I)

5c (2)

10e ( I)
5c ( I)
5c (I)

IOc (I )
5c (2)

I Dc (1)
lOe (1)
5c (2)

Post m urk

Bu lt im o rc
Bult imore
Balt imore
Ne w York
Ne w York
Ba lt it uo re
New York
Fred er icksbu rg .
Va .
ll . S. Exp ress,
Boston
Ne w Yo rk

Balt im ore

P hiladel p h ia ; one
5c sta m p m issin g
STEAM -BOAT;
ST. JOH N N. B.
ISH ll' L ETT ER
U . S. Express, N .
Yor k
Balt imore

Fred e ricksbu rg.
Va.
U. S. Express, N.
York
Philadelphia
X (Bosto n)
X
Bosto n
Bal ti m ore
New York
Ba ltim orc
Balt im ur e

Dest inat ion

H al ifa x
H al ifax
H al ifa x
Lower H orton
Aricha t
H a lifax
H a lifax
H alifax

Pi ct ou

H ali fax

H a lifax

H al ifa x

Pi ct ou

Lo ndonder ry

Hal ifa x

H a lifax

Londo nd er ry

Wallace
Pi ctou
H a li fax
H a li fax
H a li fax
Yarm outh
H a lifax
H a li fa x

N oll'S

By packet , add . S. A. Whit e
By packet, ad d . J oh ll Tobin
By packet , add. J oh n Tobin
Uy land. add. Chas , H a rr is
By land , ad d . Ca p t. Dorman
By packe t , add. Thos. Kil ham
By land . add. J. V. lI f. T ob in
By l and , ad d. S. A . W hitc

By packet , re ta lia to ry : add
J. D . B. Fra zier
By packer , re talia tory: ad d .
J ohn Esson
lIy pa cket . add . R o bert No b le

lI y packer , add . J ohn Esson

lIy p ri vate ship ; add . Hu gh
Ken ned y

lI y la nd, add . McLella n & SOli

By packet , add. R obert No b le

lI y packet , ad d . S. A. Wh ite

lIy land . ad d. McLellan & Son

By la nd . ad d . Ri ch ard Scott
By packet . add . J . P r im ro se
By packet , add . S. A. Wh it e
Uy land . add . Bla nchard
By p acke t : ad d. Rober t Noble
lIy land . add. T ho s. Kill ia n
By packet , add. unknown
By p acke t , add . unknown

Prince Edward Island
Because of the location of Prin ce Edward Island, mail from the U. S.

had to travel circuitous routes. Th e main ocean routes bypassed it and an added
disadvantage was not being attached to the N. S. mainland. T here are only
th ree 1847 covers to Prince Edward Islan d on my list ; they are all choice ones.
I wish there were ma llY mure.

Besid es the ST. JOHN N. B./ SHIP Letter (Cove r A), one other P. E. I.
cover deser ves specia l notice. Th e cover (Cover G) used April 7, 1851 offers
an excellent op portunity to compare the differences in ra tes to Canada an d to
th e Maritime Provinces du e to the 90 da y interval mentioned earl ier. Th e lOc
sta mp on th is cover paid posta ge only to the U. S.-N. B. border, with postage
from the border to Ch arl ottetown due from the addressee. On April 6, 1851,
the U. S.-Ca nada treat y became effective and a lOc '47 stam p would have paid
the entire postage from Boston to any destination in Uppe r or Lower Ca nada .

1847 COVERS TO PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND
Dale Slamj}(s) Post murk Dest ina t ion Notes

May 10. 1849 IOc ( I) STEA M- BOAT: Cha rl ot te to wn
ST. JO H:\' N. B.
ISH II' L ETTER

Fcb. 7. 1851 5e (2) Boston Cha rlo t te town
Apr. 7, 185 1 lOe ( I) Bost on Ch ar lo ll e lo wn

lIy land . ad d . Mrs, Brennan

lIy la nd . ad d. W . R . ' Vatson
B)' land . ad d. W . R . W at son
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Cov.r G is postmarked Apr il 7, 1851. Th. 10c sta mp pa id pos tage only to th. N.w 8run sw ick berder , On April
6, 1851 with transf.r of th. lost office from 8r itish to Canadian control the U. s .·Caneda tr.ety w. nt into
eff ect pro vidng for alOe pa i thro ugh rat. f rom origi n in th e U. S. to d• •tination in Canad• . The Meritim.
Prov inc.s, howev.r, did not teke cont rol of the lr own po.t offices unt il 90 days lat.r on July 6, 1851. During
this int.rval re.ident. of the Maritim . Pre vlnc es ee mlnued to pay the inland dom• •tic po .tag. w hich fo r th is
I.".r co. t 1 sh illing l V2 pe nc•. (s idn. y H• ••• I ColI.ction)

Newfoundland
No '47 covers to Newfoundland are listed. I wonder if any existl Does

anyone have one or know where one is?
In preparing this article I have had available 19 color slides and 13 black

and white illustrations. I've relied on descriptions for listing 4 of the covers.
My records show that only one cover has been expertized, the earliest one to
Halifax and that one was found to be genuine by the Philatelic Foundation.
Several of the other covers should be submitted to the Foundation.
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Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Wr ite for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
BIGGER· BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid $ 10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N .Y. 14810
3c 1851-61: PLATING INFORMATION .
The article entitled "The Three Cent Issue of 1851-1861: Condense d Plating

Information ," which appea red in the February issue of the Chronicle (No. 77),
has been reprinted by the author at his own expense in pamphlet form. Copies
are obtainable at $1.50 each postpai d from William K. McDaniel, 800 Cann an
Drive, Angleton, Texas 77515.
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THE 1851·60 PERIOD

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor
DAVID T. BEALS III , Assoc. Editor
COLOR STUDY OF THE THREE-CENT STAMP
OF THE UNITED STATES 1851-57 ISSUE

WILBUR F. AMONETTE, M. D., R. A. 221

The study of the various colors of th e 1851-57 three-cent imp erforate stamp
of the United States is one of the most interes ting and yet one of the mos t
neglected ph ases of collecting thi s stamp. There are few collectors or dealers
who have made an effort to learn mor e than a few of the basic colors and
even th ese are incorr ectl y identified at times. The present classification of color
was established by Dr. Carroll Ch ase, who arrived at thi s classification by
studying the stamps on cover with known dates of usc. He found a rather
orderly change of color from yea r to year so that he was abl e to classify the
colors by the yea r in which they were used . The last known wri te-up of colors
by Dr. Ch ase is in th e 1942 edi tion of his book, Th e Thr ee-Cent Stamp of the
United States 1851-57 Issue, Revised .

After publication of his bo ok, Dr. Chase expa nded his ideas on color and
incorp orated most of these changes in his master color chart. This color chart
consi sts of 210 stamps identified as to color and it was used by him for color­
izing sta mps until he died. I was fortunat e in bein g abl e to acquire his master
color charts of both the 1851 and 1857 three-cent stamps and also have several
hundred color samples that were identified by him . In addition, I had con­
siderable corresponde nce with Dr. Chase regarding color and I am using all the
availabl e information to arr ive at a classification. I have made some minor
changes and additions to his classification that I th ink make a simpler and more
complet e classificati on.

It is said that people see color differently and, whi le this may be true to
some extent, I thin k the largest part of seein g color differently is lack of training
the eye to distin gui sh the various colors. This can be improved by study and
by havin g a complet e color cha rt for refere nce wh en needed. It is possible to
identify many colors without direct comparison to a known color but others
require stu dy and di rect comparison in the proper light.

It must be understood that there is no fine div iding line between the
various colors as they merge gra dua lly with one another with in-between sha des
th at seem to fit in eithe r two or three colors. Th ese should be identified as
in-between sha des and only typical color samp les used to illustrate the various
colors . There is also no fine dividing line as to th e time the color s were used
as there is some overlapping. The colors are identified by the year in wh ich
they were most commonly used with some overla pping into th e year before and
the yea r after to be expected. One must expect some minor vari ations from the
usual range of sha des for each of the colors ; however , it would unnec essari ly
complicat e an y classification to attempt a separat e classification for each minor
variation.

There are two methods by which the colors can be classified. One method
is strictly by color wi thout any regard to th e yea r used and the second method
is by th e yea r used. Each method has its merits, but I have chosen the latter
even though a classification by color alone wou ld be a more scientific approach.
I think the yea r of the use method is a mor e interesting approach and also
allows one to use kn owled ge of the va rious plat es in identificat ion of colors.
It is true th at the plat e fro m whi ch th e stamp was printed should not affect
the color , hut from a pract ical standpoint this works out much bet ter. There
are som e shades of orange brown that are identified only by the plate ra ther
than by color as th e wid e va riation in color pr esents shades that do not ap pear
orange brown. All sta mps from Plates 1 (E), 1 (I) , 2 (E), 5 (E ), and 0 were printed
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only in what is now con sidered to he the true oran ge brown shade . while
la res 1 (L), 2 (L), 3, 4, 5 (L), 6, 7. 8, were printed on ly in oth er colors exce pt

for the ra re orange brown shades of 1852 and 1856 and these would no t he
cons idered tru e orange browns. If these stamps were classified stri ct ly ac ­
cording to color, this would mean that stamps from the present orange b rown
plates would he mixed with the other plates and wou ld lead to much confusio n.
A description of the colors for each year follows. T his classification would
be of more help if an actual color chart were ava ilable for studv as it is im ­
possib le to describe a color so tha t one can iden tify it wi thout un actual com ­
pa rison. However , it is a starting po int and gives one some idea as to the scope
of such a study .
1851 Orange Br w n

The oran ge brown color was the on ly color used from the first day of
issue on [uly 1, 1851 unti l early October 18.51 wh en Plate 1 (L) cam e into lise.
The first prin tings from Plate 1 (E ) were pal e and yellowish with very clear
impressions but they cannot be separated by color alone. The O. B. shades
vary from pa le to deep and, in ad di tion, there are severa l distinctive sha des .
The orange brown color is sometim es confused wit h the 18.55 orange re d
color; however , the 1851 impressions are generally good whil e the 1855 im­
pressi ons arc genera lly poo r.

T he hright O. B. is a rare shade and the best examples are seen from
Pla te 1 (E). The pal er of th ese shades is bri ghter because of more orange color.
Dr. Chase identified an in tense O. B., but this see ms to fit int o the deeper
shades of bri ght O. B. so I have eliminate d this classification .

The b rowni sh O. B. often has so much brown that it is difficult to identifv
it as an O. B. The best examples com e from Plat e 0 but also are see n from ot he'r
pla tes.

The vellow ish O. B. is often so veIlow that it can h e confused with t he
1856 yellow ish rose reds. The on ly g~od examples are from Pla te 1 (E), b ut
some of the pa ler shades from the other plates appear somewha t yellowish.
T he stamps prin ted on part In dia paper are seen on ly from Plate 1 (E) wi th
some bein g yellowish in color h ut others a deep er shade of O. 13. The yellowish
O. B. is rare.

The reddish O. B. is a medium to deep sha de of O. B. with a reddish hu e.
The coppe rish O. B. deserves special mention as it is th e most incorrectly

ide ntified of all the O. B. shades . The copperish O. B. is see n onl y from Plat e
2 (E ). It is no t the deep rich color usually ca lled copperish but rather it has
a somewhat rusty color an d the paper is colored slightly b y the ink so is no t
so white as most paper. It is secon d in rarity to the yellow ish and b right O. B.
i 651 Experimental Or ange Brown

T he experime nta l ora nge brown shade appeared in early October 1851
when Plate 1. (L) was put in to use with the earliest known date of use bein g
October 4, 1851. T his color was used for on ly a short time for the b rowni sh
carmine color appeared at least as early as November 1851. T his color varies
from pale to deep a nd is slightly different from th e true O. B. sha de . Some of
the sha des are very bright clue to more orange color. Ther e is also a dull shade
tha t is ra ther distin cti ve an d ra tes a separate classification . There .is very little
ora nge in this shade and it is quite rare. Some of the expe rime ntal orange
brow n shades are close to the brownis h -carmines , ho wever, un less from a
cover use d in 1851 it is diffi cult to place a stamp in this classification so it is
hes t to lise on ly typ ica l examples.
1852 Brownish Carmine

T he predominant color used during 1852 was brownish ca rmine, although
it was also used in late 1851. All of the 1852 impressions are generally good.
These vary from pale to deep with some printings containing more brown or
more red color. T hese ha ve been classified as "brownish carmine wit h more
brown" or "with more red." Some of the shades with more brown have very
little car mine or red co lor, hut one must expect extremes of shad es when both
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brown and red are involved. It is simpler to call them all brownish carm ines
instead of breaking th em down into a separa te classificat ion . There is, in
addition, a bright 1852 color that approaches th e O. B., although not close
enough to be called a Plat e 2 (L) or 3 O. B. This color does not fit in with any
of the other brownish carmine shades so I have classified this as bright brownish
carmine.
1852 Plate 2 (L) and 3 Oran_e Brown

Plat es 2 (L) an d 3 ar e found in an O. B. sha de th at was used early in 1852.
I conside r th ese accidental printings ra ther th an a distinctive shade used for
any length of time. Some of these colors are almost identical to the true O. B.
color while others are close r to the experim enta l O. B. color from Plate 1 (L) .
This is a rare color. There is ano ther color that seems to have been used
mostly in mid-1852 that is very close to the O. B. color bu t differs from all
th e other O. B. shades. I have see n thi s from Plate 1 (L) and 2 (L), but not
from Plate 3. I am including this sha de in the Plate 1 (L) and 2 (L) to avoid
another classification. It is a very attract ive and rare shade of O. B.
1852 Clarets

The 1852 clarets are a source of some .confusion as there were two distinct
colors used in 1852 that approach th e 1857 clarets . There was a color used early
in 1852 that is definit ely "clarety" but slightly different from the 1857 clu ets. It
is a deep sha de that was used for only a short per iod of time. Most of these are
seen from Plate 1 (L); however, some are also known from Plate 2 (L), and a
very few from Plate 3. The infreq uent occurrence from Plate 3 is probably due
to the fact that Plate 3 did not come int o use until March 1852. and most of
the print ings in this color must have been made in January and February of
th at year. This color has also been see n on covers used as early as Nov. 24, 1851.
I call these th e "early 1852 clar ets." There is another color that app eared in De­
cember 1852 th at is also close to the 1857 claret, however, it IS not as deep a
color as the early 1852 clarets. Th is is best ident ified from Plate 1 (L) as this
plate was not used in 1857. I have classified this as th e "late 1852 claret."
1853 Dull Red

This color first appeared in the fall of 1852 and the earliest I have seen
was used in October 1852. The first prin tings in this color were very clear
impressions made in late 1852, however, many of the copies used in early
1853 were not so clear. As early as April 1853 some of the printings conta ined
th e rose tint of the rose reds. When th e rose red color appeared, the impressions
were less clear than the impressions of 1852. D uring the last six months of
1853 th ere is mu ch overl apping of the dull red and the dull rose colors. It
is often difficult to separa te th e two colors, and is perhaps the reason that Dr.
Ch ase grouped them together in to the "1853 pale dull red and dull rose red."
The typical 1853 shade is usually thought of as having a clear impression, how­
ever, the dull red pr inti ngs du ring th e last six months of 1853 were not so clear .
The early printings of th e dull reds ar e uncommon and the majority seem to
have blue cancella tions . The dull red shade was not used to any extent in 1854.
There are shades of dull red with much more yellow and these are classified
separately. The yellowish dull red is un common.
1853-185 Ro e Red

Th e rose red color first appeared in th e spring of 1853 and was used un il
early 1855. The shades vary from pale to deep and ha ve varying amounts of
red color. There is a shade with less red and a differen t 1ue tha t is classified
as "bright." Plat e 1 (L) began to show wear in 1854 prod ICing an odd color
due perhaps to plate wear more than th e color. Some of the bright 1854 shades
actua lly have a "clarety' ap pearance but the poor impressions make them easy
to distinguish from the 1852 and 1857 clarets. The impressions in this e ilnr
are fair to po r.
1855 Or&ng E

The orange r d colo was used dur ing 1855 wi II probably ve,y Ii l ie
overlappmg into 1854 an d 1856. T he impressions are generally p OOl due
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probably to a poor qualit y of ink rather than dirty plates, as man y of th e im­
pressions from Plat es 4 and 5 (L) are poor eve n though th ese plat es first came
into use in 1855. The shades vary from pale to deep with some bright shades
but th e bri ght shades are not given a separate classification.
1856 Yellowish Rose Red

As early as October 1855 th e printings changed color and once again th e
impressions became clear. Th e color used from .late 1855 and mor e extensively
during th e first six months of 1856 pr esented a wide varia tion of shades. This
makes it difficult to assemble th e shades in an orderly mann er as is possible
with the other years with th e shades varying from pale to deep , and it is for
this reason th at th e classification is rath er gene ral. Th ey are grouped into "paler
and yellower shades" and "me dium and de ep shades." Some of the paler shades
hav e a lot of yellow color and th e medium and deep sha des have varying
amounts of rose and red. I atte mpted to divide th ese into groups with mor e
yellow, rose, or red , but the shades were difficult to separate. Some of the
most striking colors com e from this group and especially from Plates 5 (L) and
8 that seem to have some shades of yellowish rose .red that are not seen from
the other plates. It is interesting that th is color is not seen from Plates 2 (L)
and 3 suggesting that these plates were taken out of use for a period of tim e,
perhaps for cleaning. Some of th e more striking of the yellowish rose reds
resemble the 1851 orange brown printings at first glance; however , a dir ect
comparison will reveal the difference.
1856 Pinkish

Th ere is a rare pinkish color used in 1856 that is probably a vari ation of
the yellowish rose red color that cam e out .with more pink. This is one of th e
most diffi cult colors to find.
1856 Brownish Carmine

About mid-1 856 the colors becam e ver y similar to th e 1852 brownish
carmines, so are called the 18.'56 brownish carmines. Plates 2 (L) and 3 are
seen in both the 1852 and 1856 brownish carmine color an d at times it is diffi cult
to distin guish th em. Th e 1856 printings usu ally show a slight degree of plate
wear and the impressions are not as clear. Th ese vary from pale to deep with
var ying amounts of brown and red just as the 1852 color so the classification
is the same.
1856 Orange Brown

The 1856 orange hrown closely resembles some of the 1851 O. B. pr int ings,
but J hav e never see n a tru e O. B. color in an 1856 printing. This is surely an
accidental printing rather than a color used for any len gth of tim e. Good
examples of thi s color are quite rare.
1857 Claret

The clarets were the pr edominant color used in 18.'57 and first appeared
in the fall of 1856. Th ere is no difference in the 1856 and 1857 clarets . Th ere is
a wide variation of shades in th e clar ets , hut thev fall into a rather orderlv
classific ation in spite of the wide variation in sha'des. The plain clar ets vary
from pale to deep with other shad es containing mor e gray, brown, or purple
so th ey are put in a separa te classification of gray ish, brownish, or purplish
claret. I do not use th e term "rose claret" as thi s refers to the pa le and medium
shades of the plain clarets and does not require a separate classification . There
is a wide ran ge of shades of the hrownish clar ets so they vary fro m pale to
deep . The grayish and purplish clarets ar e mostly deep shades without mu ch
range of intensity of color.
1857 Rose Brown , Yellow Brown

The 1857 browns are rarely identified as such by those study ing color.
Th ev are distinctive colors that were used mostlv in 1857, although also seen
in 1856. Th e vellow brown is much rarer than 'thl' rose brown. Some of the
deep er shades' of yellow hrown and brown ish claret ar c hard to distin guish
and there are qu ite a few in-between shades found bet ween thl ·sf. ' colors and
the 1856 brownish carmines.
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1857 Plum
Thi s is the rar est of the 1857 shades and I do not recall see ing over 20-25

very fin e cop ies. It is rarely identified properly and almost every "plum" de­
scribe d at auction is a deep claret. The name is a misnom er as the real fruit
plum color is closer to the deep clarets or purplish claret. The plum color
differs from the deep clarets in th at it has more brown. There is very little
varia tion in th e intensity of the plum color as it is a deep shade.

This color classification (Table 1) also has a rarity number as a guide to
relative rarity. Th ere is a pri ce estimate for each rarity number that is my own
idea as to the valu e of a very fin e stamp in thi s color. I ha ve not mad e an effort
to differentiate rarity on the basis of the different plates, but in general stamps
from Plates 5 (L) , 6, 7, and 8 sell for fift y cents to one doll ar mor e than common
plates.

On e must reali ze that a collector will not pa y a pr emium price for a certain
color unless he is buying a color sample rather than a single stamp for his
collection. The prices will surely seem high to some and this cannot be ap ­
pr eciated unless one is familiar with the rarity of the color. For example one
wou ld hesita te to pay $25.00 for a VI" plum shade bu t this is a much rarer
stamp th an a U. S. 1847 five-cent or ten-c ent stamp that sells for several tim es
this valu e, but of course there is less demand. Th e prices quo ted are for
typical examples of color lightly cancelled and VF margins. Extremely fine or
average copi es bring more and less respecti vely.

Th ere are collectors and deal ers wh o either int entionally or by ignorance
identify a common shad e as a rare sha de. Th e commonest error is to identify
a common shade as an orange brown. Other common errors are to mistake
a Plat e 1 (L) experimental oran ge brown as a tru e orange brown because it is
on a dated 1851 cover. In an au ction sale it seems th at every striking looking
O. B. is described as a "coppe rish O. B." but very rarel y is the descr iption
correct. If th e stamp isn't from Plat e 2 (E) it isn't a coppe rish O. B.

Th ere is so mu ch difference of opinion regarding color that one has to
depend on his own knowled ge to be certain. Since Dr. Ch ase did far more work
with colors th an anyone has ever done, I ha ve kept his basic ideas intact and
think that all who study color should use his ideas as a guide . This is not
meant to discourage original thinking concerning colors but if everybody in­
terested in color were to set up his own color classification there would be
complete confusion and there would be no standard guide .

There are a few suggestions that will help in a study of color. Th e light
is most important. Do not use a regular light bulb for studying color. Northern
daylight is the best but since most color work is don e by necessity at night a
high intensity light is fairly good if one uses it all the time. Th ere are some
newer ligh ts available that are supposed to approach daylight but I have not
used these.

Choose only stamps with bl ack cancels as colored cancellations distort
the color of the stamp. Use stamps wit h good impressions as over or under
inked impressions change the color.

It is of help to mount all simi lar colors on the sam e page for easy
comparison.

Learn to distingui sh th e different plates as this restri cts th e period of usc
and helps to restrict th e possibilities as to color.

Choose th e following colors from the listed plat es as far as possibl e. Other
plates ma y do as well but it will eliminate a few controversial colors:

1851 yellowish and bri ght O. B. Plate 1 (E )
1851 coppe rish O. B. Plate 2 (E ) only
1852 browni sh ca rmines Plate 1 (L)"
1852 clarets Plate 1 (L)
1853 dull red Plate 1 (L), 2 (L) and 3
1854 rose red Plates 1 (L), 2 (L) , and 3
1855 oran ge red Plates 2 (L), 3, 4, 5 (L)
1856 yellowish rose red Plates 4, 5 (L), 6, 7, 8
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8
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RARITY

1857

1853

1852

1856

1855

YEAR
1851

1853-54

1856 brownish carmine Plates 4, 5 (L), 6, 7, 80

1857 all shades Plates 2 (L) 3, 4, 5 (L), 6, 7, 8
·I'lates 2 (L) and 3 are not inclu ded for th e brown carmi ne sha des as th e two p rintings

are d iff icu lt to disti nguish by color alon e. Gen erall y, th e 1852 im pressions arc sharp and
clear, while the 1856 printings are less clear and th e pl a tes sho w some wear, particula rly in
the lin es on th e bu st , wh ich arc less di stinct than in ea r lier p ri n t ings.

TABLE I
Color Classification

1851 -57 Three-Cent Imperforate Issue
of the United States

COLOR
I. Orange Brown

a. pale to deep
b . bright (1)
e. brownish
d . yellowish (1)
e. reddish
f. eopperish (2)

II . Experimental Orange Brown
from Plate 1 (L)
a. pa le to de ep
b. dull

I. Plate 2 (L) an d 3
Orange Brown

II. Brownish Carmine
a. pale to deep
h . with more bro wn
e. with more red
d. bri ght

III. 1852 Claret
a. early 1852 claret
b. lat e 1852 claret

I. Du ll Red
a. pale to deep
b. yellowish

II. Rose Red
a. pale to deep
b. hright

I. Orange Hed
a. pale to deep

I. Yellowi sh Rose Hed
a. pale an d yellowish shades
b. medium and deep shades

II . Pinkish
II I. Brownish Carmine

a. pa le to deep
b. with more brown
e. with mor e red

IV. 1856 Orange Brown
I. Rose Brown

a. pa le to deep
II. Yellow Brown

a. pale to deep
III. Claret

a. pale to deep
b. gray ish
e. bro wni sh
d. purplish

IV. Plum
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(1) This rarity premium applies onl y to th e best examples from
Plate 1 (E) .
Examples from other plates com mand less premium .

(2) Occurs Plate 2 (E) only.
(3) Rarity sche dule

1. $2.00 - 3.00 5. $10.00 - 15.00
2. 3.00 - 4.00 6. 15.00 - 20.00
3. 4.00 - 5.00 7. 20.00 - 25.00
4. 5.00 - 10.00 8. 25.00 - 30.00
THE SINGLE 12c STAMP OF THE 1851 -61 ISSUE ON COVER
Mr . P. E. Baker submits th e cove r show n here bearing a single perforated

12c to pa y th e quadruple ra te . He asks if thi s single usage on cover is as scarce
as has been indicated in th e past in the phil at elic press. It is Ye Ed's impression
th at it is qu ite sca rce. But as E lliott Perry was fond of saying, "Facts are
stubborn ," and the onl y wa y to confirm thi s theory is to attempt a census of
such covers in philatelic hands. If you have one or more sing le 12c on cover
(perforated or imperforate), kindly send a Xero x of the face of the cover to
the Section Editor, and as soon as sufficient data has been compiled to mak e
a report, it will appear in the Chronicle.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in cove rs of the worl d . We have a com prehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Tran s-Atlantic, Registe red,
Spe cial Delivery and othe r speci al usages. We usual ly have a few Te rri­
torial s and Weste rns, an d we are strong in Hewell, We do not stock
United States stamps at 1111.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield 5t. BOl ton, Mass . 02108
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Zeppelin fligh t covers, re lated
rnat ., U. S. and foreign tr ips. Indiv. or enti re
colI. Send priced , or for re turn cash offer !!
Geo. M. Ch andler, II , Box 20325, Indianapolis ,
Ind. 46220.

WANTED: Covers with U . S. # 205 or 216.
J ohn S. Hopk ins, 2916 W. 20th , Top ek a,
Kan. 66604.

FOR SALE: "The 3c Stamp 1851-1857 Issue,"
Revi sed ed it ion by Dr. Ch ase. V. F . copy
from Rossi and Lidman libraries-$35. Tom
Harmon , 12 E. J efferson Rd ., Pitt sford, N. Y.
14534.
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TO 1861:THE U.S. ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851
Bottom Marginal Cracks on

Plates 2 and 3
RYOHEI ISHIKAWA, R. A. 1294

On p. 191 of The United States Lc Stam p of 1851 to 1861 by Mortimer L.
Neinken, Neinken quotes from p. 209, Volume I, of T he United States Lc Stamp
of 1851 to 1857 by Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook:

J,'ig. 13R is a n e n la rged illust ra tion of position s 92 R2 to 9GR2 in the Newbu ry
b lock. Th is block sho ws t hc finest co llection of small su rface cracks I have e ver
sec II on a ny of th e T oppa u , Ca rp en ter p lat es, The la rgest gro up see ms to have
ex isted 0 11 the pl at e under 92 R2 , an d severa l of th ese r un in to th is stam p , bu t
not for a ny great d ista nce . Fort u nat el y th e shee t ma rg in u nder 9 1R2 is still
a tta ched to the b lock, a nd sho ws t ha t severa l cracks existed helow this positi on on
t he edge of the p la te. T h is b lock a lso sho ws th e bo t to m 'edge o f th e ste el p la te and
th e sh eet of pa per o n wh ich th ese S1amps were priu ted ex tended beyond th e ed ge
of the pl a te.. . .

Evide n t ly th ese groups of cracks were very sha llow a nd soon di sappea red as the
p lat e wore dow n, becau se I have never seen a st rip, [uii r, or single from th e bott om
HlW of the p la te even wit h ra th er wid e she et m argins, t ha t showed a ny trace of
those fin e su r face crac ks. T he fu ll pan e, (Fig 13'1') " shows th ese m argin cracks to
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some ex ten t hut no t so prono unced as t hose on the Newbu ry block. Ano ther bit o f
evide nce tha t indicat es th e Ne wbury bl ock is in a ll proba bility. an early p rint in g.
is the fact that 100R2 does not sho w a break in the bolt om lin e, hen ce a T ype 1\
sta mp .

Mr. Ne wbury a lso ow ned a magn ificen t block of 70 fro m th e r igh t pa ne of
Plat e 2, wh ich includes the first seven ver tica l rows of the pl a te . positions I R2 to
7R2 a nd 91R2 to 9i R2. inclusive. This la rge block has a wide sheet ma rgin at top ,
left and bo ttom , wi th the su rface cracks in th e bott om margin being less
p ron oun ced than on his o th er block.

" Refers to the n nique fu ll r igh t pane of 100 stamps.

Figure 1. 92R2 Figure 3. 98 L3

- , ,. " ...

Figure 2. 97, 98, 99L3
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Therefore, it is quite obvious that additional copies from any of the
positions noted above, which show th ese marginal surface .cracks, must be
very rare and undoub tedly very few have been discovered by any of the
specialists. Recently th is author discovered a copy of 92R2 (Figure 1), un­
doubtedly a very early impression . This stamp has four full margins and the
marginal surface cracks are .almost visible with the naked eye. These lines
have been strength ened on Figure 1 to indicate the extent of th ese cracks. It
is also important to note that on this early impression, at least one of these
cracks extended into the upper left margin of 92R2 into 82R2 and into . the
vertical space between 81 and 82R2. (See Neinken book Fig. 13A19, p. 215.)

A study of these marginal surface cracks on Plate 3 is also very interesting.
The Neinken book on p. 224 quotes from the Ashbrook book as follows:

Fig · 14-1 illust rates an excep tionally ra re strip from th e bottom row of the
p late-this stri p h ad a very wide bottom sheet margin and although th e imp ression
fail s to show th e crac ks extending to th e ex treme edge of the p late, there is little .
qu estion hut what th ey did . T he se bottom ma rg in crac ks are very similar to those
found in th e bottom mar gin of th e ri ght pa ne of Plat e 2, as so wonderfully shown
on th e famous Ne wbury block illustra ted in th e preceding chapter. T h is W arner
Strip, as 1 always called it , is in th e typi cal and cha racte ristic Pl at e 3 color. It is a
beautiful and ex tremely rare p iece, perhaps the most valua ble strip of surface
cracks from this pl at e. T he gu ide lin e ruled across th e bottom of th e plate is
shown as well as numerou s need le like p it holes in th e surface of th e met al plate.

This strip is illustr ated in the Neinken book, p. '224, and was plated by him
as 97-98-99L3. It is again illustrated in this article as Fi gure 2.

Again this author was fortunate to discover a stamp which plates as 98L3.
This stamp is illustrated in Fi gure 3 with the cracks accentua ted by ink lines. It
is to be noted that the "Y" shaped crack on the shoulder of Franklin which appears

.on this position in the Warner strip does not occur on Figure 3.

Th e above raises a very interes ting question. We are cer tain that these
shallow marginal cracks on Plate 2 disappeared as the plate wore, in that they
app ear only on the earliest of imp ressions. However, th is is not the case with
these marginal cracks on Plate 3. Apparently they opened wider as the plate was
used and they extended vertically upward into the stamps. Note the "Y" shaped
crack on position 98L3 on the shoulder of Franklin in Figure 2. Th is part of the
crack does not appear on the stamp in Figure 3. Other positions in oth er parts of
the plate also show extension of cracks as the plate was used and mor e impressions
were taken.

In both the Neinken and Ashbrook books it is stated that the Big Flaw on
Plate 2 in positions 2L, 12L, 13L, etc. undoubtedly occurred at the time the
transfers were made on the plate. The author has no knowledge of the metal­
lurgical processes involved in hardening steel plates, but it is his impression that
the bottom marginal cracks on Plates 2 and 3 and the othe r cracks which appear
throu ghout Plate 3 occurred in the hardening process. Is it possible th at the cra cks
on Plate 3 occurred because the plate itself when cast or rolled was defective?

This author will be very interested in comments by knowled geable students
on the above.
ERRATA-NEINKEN ONE CENT BOOK

Page 75, footnote: the postmark of the cover illustrated is New Haven,
Conn. not New York City.

Page 492, third paragraph, second line: the position referred to should be
74R12, not 72R12.

Five new plat ing drawings are shown herewith. Th e new position illustrated
in 54L12 was discovered by Jerome Wagshal. A revised drawing of 4L5 to which
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an additional plating mark has been added through the assistance of Tom Alex­
ander is also shown. A new plating mark , found with the assistance of Capt.
Robert S. Boyd of Fort Huachuca, Arizona, is presen ted in revised plat ing draw­
ings of 39R3 and 40R3. The fift h diagram-of 90L5- establishes an identifying
plating mark in th e right margin. This mark had been obscured by a cancellation
in th e one copy ava ilab le when th e original dr awing was made.
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AUTHORITATIVE PHILATELIC LITERATURE
UNITED STATES

Locals .
Byways of Philatel y, compiled by Ellioll Per ry, mostly on Husse y's Post

271 pages, clot h, 1966, out of pr int $ 12.50
Private Local Posts of the United States , Vol 1, New York State, by Donald Patton

350 pages, clot h, 1967 $22.50

Postal History
Chicago Postal Histo ry, ed ited by Harve y M. Karlen

191 pages, cloth , 1971 . req uler edition $17.50
de luxe edition $22 .50

Colorado Postal Histo ry: the Post Offices, by Baue r, Ozment & Willard
248 pages, cloth , 1971 .$ 15.00

Colonial Posts in the United States of Ame rica, 1606-1783 , by Horowics and Lowe
52 pages, paper, 1967 $4 .50

Postal History of Mississippi , Stampless Period, 1799-1860, by Bruce Oakley Jr .
290 pages, cloth 1969, ed ition of 300 cop ies $25.00

Post Off ices of Oregon, Wash ington , and Idaho , by Dr. Robe rt L. Landis
251 pages, cloth , 1969 . $25.00

American Stampless Cover Catalog , ed ited by E. N. Sampson
225 pages, cloth , 1971 $10.00

Transport
Ra ilroad Postmar ks of the United States, 186 1 to 1886, by Towle and Meyer

379 pages, cloth , 1968 $1 2.50

Merchant Steam Vesse ls of the United States. 1807- 1868, by William M. Lytle
29 4 pages , cloth p lus three paper supplements, 1952 $40.00

Handsta mps of We lls, Fargo & Co., 185 2-1895, by John F. Leu tzinge r
273 pages, ring binde r, 1968 p lus 1971 su pple ment $ 12. 50

197 1 supplement only $3.50
Franks of the Western Exp res s by Mel Nathan,

publ ication- scheduled for March, 1973 . req ular edition $ 17.50
de luxe edit ion $22.50

CANADA
Posta l History

Canada Post Off ices , 1755-1895 , by Frank W. Campbell
191 pages, clot h, 1972 .$ 15 .00

.Transport
Handbook and Catalogue of Canadi an Transportation Postmar ks by Shaw

197 pages, cloth , 1963 $5.00
16 page supplement, paper, 1970 $1 .50

History of Canadian R.P.O.'s by L. R. Gillam
196 pages, cloth, 1967, edition of 500, out of print : . $25 .00

INTERNATIONAL

Pref ilatelia Espanol a, by Jorgen Gu inevert and Manuel Tizon
Two vol umes, 989 pages, four colors, cloth $35.00

Forwarding Agents, by Kenneth Rowe
165 pages, cloth , 1966 $6 .50

LEONARD H. HARTMANN
POST OFFICE BOX 21397 LOUISVILLE, KY. 40221
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM , Editor
SHIP ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI, 1861-62
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In th e 28th American Philatelic Congress Book, which appeared in 1962,
the wr iter had a twent y page article enti tle d "Posta l History of Ship Island,
Mississippi." This was not the first attempt to write up Ship Island Federal
Civil War covers; the lat e Walter Fishel ha d published articles on the subject
in the American Philatelist in the issues of F ebruary 1946 and July 1948. Earl
Antrim had written up two Ship Islan d covers, including one of th e Priso ner of
War covers from the Island, in Weekly Philatelic Gossip's issue of Sept. 18,
1954. Other articles concern ing speci fic covers from Ship Island have appeared
in various publications over the years.

There is ample reason for this interest , mostly in th e form of covers which
combine unusual usages with unusual markings. Plate I, accompanying this
article, shows th e mor e important markings associated with Ship Island covers.
Probably th e Ship Island stra ight line, Item (e) of Plate I , has aroused more
int erest than the others, although both the Ship Island balloon and the hand­
stamped "E. F . Jones Colonel Mass 26th" are of consi derable interest. Also,
there are a few covers bearing the Ship Island prisoner ma il "exam ined"
marking, Item (n) of Plate I, which appeared in 1864-5 when th e Island was
used by th e F ederals as a prisoner compound for Confederates.

The purpose of these notes is two-fold. T he long Congress Book article,
which was an in-depth study, contained a few errors an d also postulated an
idea of use for the Ship Island balloon marking that was ra ther far afie ld from
accepted post office practice. This was the belief that thi s marking was used
for most of its rather short life at th e New Orl eans post office , rather th an at
th e office design ated by its wording-Ship Island, Miss. In Hl62, we had only
just formed this theory; the few items of evidence we re far from being proof,
considering that the sugges ted practice was quite abnormal if not illegal. The
ten yea rs since the article appeared have, however, produced enough evidence
to satisfy us that our wild idea was correct, an d this accumulated informati on
should be reviewed .

The other purpose of these notes is simply to presen t in reasonably compa ct
form , as a part of our continu ing series on Federal occupa tion covers, the Ship
Island story. It has been over ten years since th e previous ar ticle was pub­
lished , although we believe copies of the 1962 Con gress Book are still ava ilable.

Three kinds of Ship Island postal markings exist: a straight line, a balloon,
and various manuscript markings. In addition, th ere are other handstamps and
manuscript markings associated with the Island's postal activities from D e­
cember 1861 until midsummer of 1862.

Ship Island's geographic locat ion, in th e Gulf of Mexico off Biloxi,
Mississippi, made it of great strategic importan ce to th e Federals in the ea rly
part of th e Civil War, since it was large enough to serve as a relatively safe
base for troops intended to attack Confedera te ports. The sketch map, Figure
1, shows this relationship. At th e beginning of the wa r, Confederate forces
occupied the brick fort on th e Island , later known as Fort Mass achusetts , which
had been under construction for some years. Ironically, its constru ction had been

.pushed , as a pork barrel project, by a Mississippi senator who later b ecame
Secretary of War , one Jefferson Davis. Confederate occupation cam e about in
the normal course of events , as, when the state of Mississippi seceded , its troops
promptly seized all such Federal facilities as 'sta te propert y. Th e same was
true elsewhere . Other former Federal forts, such as Forts St. Philip and
Jackson, controlling the Mississippi River between New Orleans and th e Gulf,
Forts Pike, Woods, and McComb, defending th e "back door" approach to New
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them to sea. Among these purchased blockaders was a new iron steamer of
some 50 tons which had been built in 1860 for the Boston and Southern Steam­
ship Company for coastwise service, but was bought by the Navy on May 24,
1861 and named U. S. S. Massachusetts. (This ship is not to be confused with
the earlier wooden pioneer transatlantic steamer of the same name. That
ship, with engines removed, also belonged to the Navy in 1861, being on the
west coast. When the new Massachusetts was bought, the name of the older
wooden ship was changed to U. S. S. Fallarones.) The new U. S. S. .Massachu­
sett's activities in the Gulf during the summer and fall of 1861 made supplying
their forces on Ship Island very difficult for the Confederates, and those forces
were withdrawn to the mainland in mid September 1861. A landing party from
the Massachusetts took possession of the Island a few days later, and promptly
named the unfinished fort "Fort Massachusetts," which name it still retains.
Figure 2 shows a cover containing a letter headed "Ship Island," written on
Sept. 27 from aboard Massachusetts, and which discusses the affairs in the Gulf.

Figure I. Map showing location of Ship Island and other points noted.

When the news of the capture of Ship Island arri ved north, it found plans
being made for an attack on New Orleans . Federal authorities promptly
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assign ed two new reg iments, just mustered for three years service, to occupy
the Island under th e command of Brig. Gen . John \Y. Ph elps. The two regi­
ments were the 9th Connecticut and the 26th Massachusetts, th e latter under
th e command of Col. Edward F. Jon es, pr eviou sly commanding officer of the
6th Massachusetts which had originally been formed for three mon ths' service
and had just been discharged. This latt er regimen t had been involved in one
of the more notable eve nts of the early days of the war, having been fired upon
by a mob at Baltimore when passing through en route to Was hington. W hen
the 6th Massachus etts ' time ran ou t, Jones had recruited the 26th, and many
officers and men from th e 6th enlisted in the 26th. Among these was Ch ap lain
Charles Babbidge, whos e name, along with Jones' and also that of Chaplain
D . Mullen (?) of th e 9th Connec ticut, exists on cer tified soldiers' letters and
thus forms a ready means of identifying such mail sent north from these two
fir st regiments at Ship Is land. Th e two regiments embarked from Boston
aboard th e new Pacific Mail steam er Constitution in lat e November of 1861,
reaching Ship Island on December 3. In th e meantime, Major General Ben­
jamin F. Bu tler had been assigned to command the army part of the expe dition
to capture New Orl eans, and a healthy squadron of warships , commanded
by (then ) Flag Officer David G. Farragut, was assigned th e seagoing part of
th e venture. While all this was going on, Brig. Gen . Ph elps and his troops were
en joying the Gulf sunshine on the white sands of Ship Island, although Phelps
indulged in plaintive letters to But ler complaining that he was receiving no
orders or news, an d, in fac t, was completely cut off from the north. Butler was
gett ing more troops togeth er for the venture and charter ing ships to transport
them, in the meantime, b ut it was early February of 1862 before the next
contingent arrived at the Island. Table I shows the units sent to Ship Island,
the details of th eir trip th ere and also when th ey left the Islan d and for
what points.

Figure 2. From aboard th e "u. s. 5. Mass. (Ma..aehus ett s)." Endosed leller is headed " Ship :Island, Sep t.
27,1861 ."

During th e period between the arrival of the first two regimen ts and mid­
February, about the only traffic between Ship Island and the north was the
Navy supply steamers (U. S. S. Rhode Island and U. S. S. Connecticut) which
attempted a monthly sch edule between the blockaders all along the Con­
federate coast from Norfolk to the Rio Grande, and th e north. During thi s time,
there was no post office or postal facili ty at Ship Island, although there were
rou te agents aboard the Navy despatch steamers. A good many lett ers we nt
nor th by these despatch vessels; if unpaid, they usu ally bear either a "Ship 3"
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rate or a "LT . S. Ship" marking. If prepaid, th ey are usuall y identifiabl e onl y
hy conte nts, and will bear New York, Boston , Balt imore, Old Point Co mfor t,
or Phil adelphia markin gs.

The unpaid letters also show one other goo d method of identification in
many cases. This is the use of the soldie rs' letter cer tifica tion, which permitted
postage to be collec ted at des tina tion at normal · domestic rat es. This class of
mail requ ired the designation of the military un it to be endo rsed on th e cover
fron t, with the words "soldier's letter," and also the signature of an off icer of
the unit cer tify ing its nature. Appa rently Co l. Jones of the 26th Massachusetts
ha d forseen this possibility, as he brough t along a han dstamp re plica of his
signa ture with appropriate wor ding. Thi s is shown, as previously noted , as
Item (r) of Plat e I , and it has been seen app lied to a good ma ny of th e letters
which wen t north from the Massachusetts 26th in the winter of 1861-2. ' Oddly,
only a compa ra tive ly few covers from the oth er regim ent on th e Island, the 9th
Conn ecticut, have been seen.

Ge neral Ben Butl er arrived at Ship Island on the evening of March 20,
1862. Most of his troops had preceded him in reaching th e Island, and many
covers from the Island had gone northward, marked as previousl y described ,
abo ard the troop transports on their return voyages. T here was no postoffice
at Ship Island until Butler arri ved , for he brought with him a dul y appointed
postmaster, one John M. G. Park er, form er naval off icer and also form er
postal clerk at Dracut, Mass. By one of those interesting coincid ences which
so frequently accompanied Butler 's actions, Parker was also Butl er's brother­
in-law. Accor ding to the Archives' record s, Parker was named to be postmaster
of Ship Islan d, Mississippi on Feb. 7, 1862. When he arr ived at Ship Island ,
Parker wen t to wor k immedia tely; in fac t, judgin g by the cover illustrat ed in
Figure 3, he may have started marking accumulat ed mail before he even lef t
the vessel on wh ich he arrived .

As demonstrated in Ta ble I, on Apr il 14 an d 15, 1862, abo ut 60X of th e tro ops
on the Island were loaded aboard transports for the assau lt on New Orleans.
Th e plan was for the troo ps to land back of th e two forts guarding the Mis­
sissippi-St. Philip and Jackson- wh ile the naval force bombarded the Con­
federates from mort ar schooners, and the bi g navy ships pa ssed th em. Th e
land assault portion of the plan was foun d to be mnde impossib le by the
swamps, but the ships passed the fort s on the nigh t of Apr il 24th. Cu t off
from New Orleans, and under heavy bombardment by Co mma nder (la ter Ad­
miral) David Dixon Porter 's mort ars, the forts sur rende red on the 28t h. In the
mea ntime the eight regiments aboa rd transports simply waited for something
to happen , and a grea t man y letters exist from thi s interlude.

Meanwhile, Farragut's ships went up to New Orl eans with very little
opposition, after passing the forts and badly defeating a mu ch lighter Con­
federate fleet. A company of marines was sent ashore to hoist a U. S. fla g
over the custom hou se, which also hou sed the post off ice. Lacking support,
the marines soon retired aboard the ships, and a mob broke into th e custom
hous e, rifling the accumulated (Confederate) mail and carrying off or destroy­
ing the equipme nt in the post office, apparently even including th e marking
instruments such as the town datestamps.

After the forts fell, Butler ordered th e Ship Island poshnaster to New
Orleans, and Park er appa rent ly landed with or right af ter the troops went
ashore on May 1, 1862. Most of these troops had been abo ard transp orts for
over two consec utive weeks, except for the 30th Massachusetts . They had been
placed ashore at the cap tured for ts on April 28th, b ut, the next day, had been

. replaced by th e 26th Massac husetts.
E igh t regiments, and most of the artillery landed at New Orleans on May

1 and 2, 1862. On th e 8th , two more regiments land ed , and by the end of May,
only the 13th Maine (and, possibly, part of the 8th [ew Hampshire) remain ed
on Ship Island. Not all the regiments went to ew Orleans; some we re sent
10 points such as Forts Wo od and Pike, the tw o river forts, an d other loca tio ns

I Also see cover shown 011 pag e 79 of Ch ron icle No. 74.
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TABLE I
Troops at Ship Island; arrivals and departures , 186 1- 1862

Date Dale D ate
R egim ent left Fro m Aboard arrived left Fo r (Des/ ina- Dat e arrived
or un it Nort h (p or t) (sh ill) Shill 1. Ship Is. at io n) Dest'n Notes

9t h Con n. II / 21 (?) Boston Const it u t ion 12/ 3/61 4/15/62 New Orleans 5/ 1/ 62
Vol. Inf. 1861 (I' ;\1 S S Co.)
12th Conn. 2/24 /62 New York Filii OIl 3/9 /62 4/ 15/62 Ne w O rleans ,, / I / fi2
Vol. Inf.
13th Con n. 3/ 17/ 62 ?? c:rrat 4/1 3/62 4/ 15/62 New Orleans 5/ 1/ 62 At Camp Parapet and Caroll-
Vol. Inf. R ep ub lic to n.
21st Indiana 3/ 5/62 Fort COllst it u ti on 3/ 13/ 62 4/ 14/6 2 New Orleans 5/I / 62 Designa tion cha nged to Ist
Vol. Jn f. M on ro e Ind . H vy Art illery, 1863.
12th Maine 1/I 2/ 62 Bost on Co nstit ut ion 2/ 12/62 5/ 4/ 62 New Or leans 5/8 /6 2 At New Orleans until Oct .,
Vol. In L IR62.
13th Maine 2/20/62 Boston M ississip pi 3/ 20/ 62 see no te a. . . .. ...... . . . .. . .. ..
Vol. InL
(4 companies)
13th Maine ' 2/ 27/6 2 Ne w York Filli on 3/ R/ fi2 see note a. . . . ...... .
(remainder)
14th Main e 2/(i /fi2 Bosto n Idah o 1\: No rth 3/8/62 5/19 /62 New Orleans 5/26 /6 2
Vol.lnL A mcrican
L",lh Maine 3/ fi/62 Po rtla nd W nllace 4/6 (?) / 62 5/? /62 Cam p Pa rapet 5/ 19/62 To Pe nsaco la , Sep t. 8, 1862.
Vo!.ln f.
2(ith Mass. IJ / 21/61 Bosto n Co nsti t u t io n 12/ 3/ 61 4/I5 /6 2 Forts 51. P . 4/ 29/62
Vo!.lnf. 1\: J ackson b
,10th Mass. 1/I 3/62 Boston Const it ution 2/1 2/ 62 4/1 5/ 62 New Or lea ns 5/ 1/ 62 Originally called Eastern Bay
Vo!.ln L State Reg't (E. B. S.) .
31st Mass. 2/ 19/6 2 BostOl- M ississi/JIli 3/ 20/ 62 4/ 18/62 New O rlea ns 5/ I / 62 Ori gin all y Western Bay Sta te
\ 'o!' In f. Reg' t (W. B. 5.) .
6th Michi gan 3/5 /6 2 Fori Cons t it u t io n 3/I 3/62 4/ 14/62 New Orleans 5/2 /62
Vo!. InL Monroe

a . The 13th Main e was d istribu ted as fo llo ws , in J u ly , 1862, et seq.-Co. A: at Quarantine St a tion, 7/ 8/62 -8/ 7/62: at Fort S t. Phili p until Aug . 1863. Cos. B and E .: to
New Or leans, 7/11 / 62: to Ft . S t. Phil ip . 7/15 /62 : to New Orleans, Aug. 1863. C o . C . to Fort Pik e , July 5, 1862: to F t . McC omb (date unknown): t o New Orl eans,
Aug . 1863. Cos. D . and F .: at Ship Island until 1/23/63 ; at F ts . St . Philip and Jackson to Aug. 1863: then to New Orleans . Cos. G ., H ., and 1.: to F t . J ack son ,
7/ 8/62 ; to Ft . St . Phil ip , 8/24/ 62: to New Orleans, Au g . 1863. Co . K . : to Ft . McComb, 7/5/ 62, until Aug. 1863 : then to New Orleans .

b. The 26th Mass . occupie d the forts below New Orleans, St. Phili p and Jackson , the Quarantine Station , and the p ilo t s tati on a t Head of Passes, etc . all on th e Mis-
s iss ip p i bel ow New Orleans, until July 1862; th ey w ere then moved to New Orl eans .





outside th e city con sid ered defense points or valua b le enoug h to occupy. The
detail of th ese movem ents is show n in Tabl e I, and with it, orig in of most ma il
bea ring Ship Island postmarks or other markings an d which came from the
tro ops of th e New Orlean s expe di tion in 1861-2, muy he deter min ed. While
it is necessar y to id entify the military unit to be certain, the sta te to whic h a
cover is addressed is often indi cati ve.

As shown, a kno wledge of unit s involved and their locat ions ca n conv er t
some see mingly mundane cove rs into items of extreme interes t. Th e postal
history of these covers is quite complex, and an understanding of th e troop
(and ship ) mo vem ents is necessary to work out the posta l history det ails.

This author has divided the postal history story of Ship Island and its
tro ops, and th eir postal markings int o several segme nts, to some degree based
upon th e markings used by and moveme nts of the Ship Island postmaster , John
M. G. Parker, and his clerks and successor. While there ar e gray areas and
overlappa ge, such an arbitra ry arran gem ent makes th e story clearer and mor e
eas ilv told .
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Fig ure 3. Earli est re ported use of the ma nuscript Ship Island marking , March 21, 1862 .

r

The first of th e periods is actually before the Island was perm an ently
occupied, being confined to mail from abroad the U. S. S. Massachusett s or
th e members of her crew assigned to the for t on the Island. The next period
has also b een touch ed upon ; this is the period from Dec. 3, 1861, when the
first two regim ents arrived at Ship Island, until Parker landed and commenced
applying Ship Island postmark s. This la tter action comme nces our third period,
and Figure 3 illustrat es wha t may be the earliest kno wn use of a Ship Island
marking. Most of th e early manuscript markings are in the same ho lograph,
but a few are not, and it is very logical that a postmaster serv ing a community
of over 15,000 men wo uld have cle rica l help . It is also logical th at such clerical
help would b e drawn from the milit ary. It is of in terest to note th at Butler ,
in prepari ng his sta ff, a ttempted to have Parker appo inted to b e a Quarter­
master officer.

(To be concluded )
EDITORIAL
As usual , th ere have been a good many letters with contributions and

comments. \Ve are still ge tt ing remarks pertain ing to the two or three prize
auc tion lot descriptions which have b een discussed in these pages. Torn Alex­
ander, our esteeme d coho rt who edits th e 1851-60 sect ion has come up with
thi s issue's prize, which was repo rted by Cliff Friend also. It read s:
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Lot 117 (cover symbol) 3c mse (65), Fin e, tied to "Fi rst Day Cover ", Cha tha m
4 Corners N. Y., March 25, (1861) wit h letter of same date enclosed . Earliest kn own
use was listed Aug . HI, 1861, II mre, attra ctive r' . F. cover, Est. Ne t SI,OOO.OO.

While the Period Editor doubts that anyone reading these pages would be
tak en in by th is description, perhaps we should sta te th at the earliest uses
of the 1861 issue have been well documented , so th at no use could possibly
be earlier th an August 16, 1861, when the very first stamps of this issue
were delivered to the Stamp Agent at New York, by the National Banknote
Company. Even though a cover contains a letter with a clearly wr itten manu ­
scrip t dateline of March 1861, there has to be a mistake, intentional or other­
wise. In justice to the particular auction hou se, we should say that we believe
that this cover was from a correspondence in whi ch the letters became mixed.
For those who still have lingering doubts about the early dates of th e 1861
issue, it should be sufficient to note that the purported "first day" claimed
here, March 25, 1861, was just two days b efore the Post Offi ce Dep artment
placed the first ad verti sements for the new stamp contract , whi ch ultimately
materialized into the 1861 issue. For further data, see the ar ticle of Rev. W .
Brewster Will cox, particularly the table on pa ge 26 of Chronicle No. 65.

One other complaint concern ing poor describing was submitt ed by tele­
phone. This conc erns a lot listed as follows:

Lot 23. (Cove r symhol) 1850. T he Grope Ill s. P . :>r. Free. a ll manuscrip t . to Phila ..
only known copy. f . vf PHOT O ECV G

Our friend's comment concerned the "only known copy" portion of th e
description. He noted, incidently, that this pa rti cular town , Th e Croces, is now
Northbrook, Ill . But the point he makes is well taken ; just how does t he
~lescriber know tl~,is is the "only known copy"- and perhaps we should ask,
known to whom?

Th e Period Editor should make clear that the purpose of ru nni ng such
auction descriptions is not to crit icize describers but to induce our readers to
recognize such printed garbage for what it is when it appears. It must be
recognized that auction descriptions must be terse, and we doubt tha t it is
good economics in spending much time researching low value lots. In a sale
involving severa l hundr ed lots, there are going to be mistakes. Let th em be
honest mistakes, rath er than an attempt to mislead or inflate value on an
otherwise mundane cover. In any case, the Period Editor has no illusion that
his words will be much regarded by auc tion describers. T he good ones don't
need it and the poor ones won't read criticism, anyhow.
REVIEW: "SHANGHAI POSTAL AGENCY"
Koffsky, 'Peter L. , Th e Co nsu l. General's Shanghai Postal Agenct], 1867-1907.
46 pa ges, illustrated , with card covers. Th e Smithsonian Press, Wa shington,
1H72. Available from the Supt. of Docum ents, U. S. Government Printing
Off ice, Washin gton, D. C., 20402. Price, 60 cents.

Th is is No. 1.3 in the Smithsonian's series of stud ies in Historv an d Tech­
nology. Th e front cover has an illustrat ion of the U. S. Consu la t~ General in
Shanghai in 1880. Chapter titles are "American Posta l Service in China. 1867­
1896," with sub headings, "The Developm ent of Routes," and "Administra tive
Diffi culties," an d (2), "The Chinese Imperial Post Office, 18H6-1H07." Sub ­
headings of th is latter chap ter are "The Adjustment of Routes," and "Prolifera­
tion of Disputes." Wi th a short introduction, these two cha pters make up 27
pa ges, and are the body of text of the book.

Th e work is done in the usual Smithsonian style: with a full complement
of notes (161 in 24 pages), and references. There are also three appendices,
with titl es of "Development of the Postal Servic es at Sha nghai" (3 pages, 20
notes), "Facilities and Equipment Available to the Postal Agency" (6 pages, 3
illustrations, 16 notes), and "Chinese Currency an d Accoun ting" (2 pa ges, 11
notes). Th e text includes one map, and two illustrat ions.

Th e story is rea lly that of the development of mail services in China, as
appl icable to lhe foreign sett lements. The inform at ion given is a compilation
of the available data in the archives. The pamphlet is well written, although
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it is written as history and not in expe ctation of use by 'postal historians who
wis h to research covers. There are no illustrations or references to covers
an d the only postal marking illustra ted in the book is included on a picture
of a mon ey order document, and is not mentioned in either the text or the
caption, because, being a marking of the Imperial Japanese Post Office in
Shanghai, it is not pertinent to the subj ect.

In short, th e pamphlet includes a great deal of information, an d is well
put toget her. It is not intended for those who wish to use it as a quick reference
to look up a point concerning a cover. The information wanted may be th ere,
bu t the reader will have to spend some time finding it and putting it together.

R. B. Graham

THE SAN FRANCISCO PURSER MARKING

CHARLES J. STARNES

An interesting origin marking of the San Francisco office is shown on the
cover illustrat ed. Reference to dated covers and to the cancel stu dy of Cliff
Friend! gives a yea r date of 1866. At this tim e, the total rate of postage charge d
can only be the "blanket rate," an uniform 10c per single ra te, without regard to
distance, charged on letters sent to or received from foreign countries having no
postal tr eaties or arrangements with th e United States." It is highly probable that
this cover (with 3c stamp affixed ) was carried by a stea mer on the Pacific coastal
rou te from central American ports to San Francisco. There it was turned over to
the post office, partial payment reco gnized , and the origin PURSER, the DUE 7,
and the c.d.s. handstamped.

W. Scott Poll ard, in an interes ting arti cle on the San Francisco Cog Cancel­
lation" illustrates a stampless 1866 cover with the PURSER ma rking , and a 3c em­
bossed enve lope with DUE 7 and oval STEA~'1 ACAPULCO used in th e same
year. A cover simil ar to the latter was sold recent ly at auction."

1 The c.d .s. appears to be h is type M-3. used 27 Nov . 1865-13 Aug. 1866.
2 13 Stat. 337, Sec. 8, effec tive 1 J ul y 1864.
3 W estern Ex press, April 1966, p . 11.
4 Lot 441, H . R . H armer sale , 9 April 1969.
REVIEW: ARTIe E 0 11: W EILL BRO HERS
Snell, David, "The Weills deal in the world's ra res t of stamps," art icle in
January 1973 issue of Smithsonian, monthly magazine of Smithsonian Associates,
900 Jefferson Drive, Washington, D. C. 20560. Single copy price, $1.00; sub­
scription $10.00 per year in U. S. and possessions.
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Th e na me "Weill" (pronounced "Weel") is as familiar to most collectors of
classic U. S.. as the front and hack of the Chrollicle- where th eir ad usually
appears. They are known as buyers (and, presumably, se lle rs) of rarities of th e
world.

Their support of specia lized societies like th e Classics Societ y, in th e form
of full page advertisements and dona tions of trophies, such as the Ch ase, Ash­
br ook, an d Perry cups of the Classics Society, has always been stro ng an d yet
discreet. Th erefore it is most gratifying to see Roger and Raymond \ Veill
Ihe su hjects of a ple asant and sympathetic ar ticle in suc h a maga zine as th e
Smithsonian. Th e article is accompanied bv som e fine color illustrations of
man y of the rari ties thev have handled . All ihe illu strations ar c of U. S. item s,
excep t for a 2c Hawaii,in missionary, a block of Can adian seaway inverts, and
the well known Mauritius "Post Offi ce" cover, with th e two lei stamps
affixed . Includ ed in the U. S. items are a page of pony express covers, includ ing
a "ga rter" cover, an un used block of six 10c 1847 stamps, the block of used
24c ] 869 invert s, and a .30c U. S. 1867 grilled all over. Photography and color
work ar e excellent, including ph otos of the brothers and th eir sho p in New
Orl ean s "Antique How." Th e writer does not kno w whether or not the author,
Da vid Sne ll, is interest ed in stamps and cove rs, but th e ar ticle is qu ite accurate
in comparison with most such "lay" articles. The on ly errors noted wer e in th e
captions, where the ' comment is made that a 12c stamp of the 18.50's was
bisected becau se of a "shor tage of six-cent stamps" and also the impl icat ion
is mad e that grilled stamps were printed on paper previously grilh'd - wllich
th is writer, a t least, docs not believe.

T hese are minor flaws in an ar ticle that is ge ncrully very well don e. It
perfo rms a real ben efit to the genera l public wh o rea d the S m ithso nian and
to the very large majorit y of stamp collectors wh o seldo m see, and do not
own such fine philatelic properti es as are hand led by the W eill broth ers. The
article gives the stamp collecting tra de's profession al ima ge a rea l boost-s and
there arc times when this writer feels this is needed. Retter ye t, it gives us all
a chance to know the \ Veill brothers a litt le better . since, bein g busy and also
not hein g involved with auctions or other types of sta mp dealing where th ey
would meet lar ge numbers of collectors, th ey are known to most collectors
onl y as names. We are very glad the y consen ted to make thi s appearan ce
before an audience of Smitl isonian reade rs.

H. B. Graha m
PLATE Mo.-3

It em No , Descrip tion
37 J EFFER SO :-.l C1T \'/ ~ l o . C·32. Five covers re corded . Iou I ' hcin~ I fn ion

pat rioti cs. Ad drcsscd to Illi nois, Mich igan , St. LOllis. a nd t wo to O hi o .
38 .JEFFERSO N C IT Y/:lIO . C ·2~ . Ad dressed 10 Pcn ns yl vunin .
39 KANSAS/ MO . C·33. T \I'o cove rs reco rd ed , o ne a Un ion pa triot ic.

Add ressed to O hi o a nd Iowa.
40 KA:-.ISAS CITY/ :11 0 . ( :·2ii.•\ dd re, sed 10 New York .
41 KANSAS CITY/ :lIO . C·21i. Co ve r with hllSilw 's co rn er ca rd , ad d ressed

to Kan sas.
42 KIl lll ER , IO n line 27 / fi2. MS. )n Hn io n p at ri u ric cover. w lrh MS

" I'. O . B., F RE E," add ressed 10 " A . W . Zcvel v, Esq ., 3...1 Ass't 1'. :II.
Gcner al. \\'ash i ll~ton . n. C."

43 KIR KVI LL E MO. C·27. O n U n ion patrio tic to O hi o .
44 L EB ANO N ~ IO /Feh . 9/fi2. MS. On Union pat r io t ic 10 Pcu usvl vari ia .
45 LEXI NC T O N / MO . C-2fi!h. 0 11 lJ n ion pat riotic to Roanoke , Mo .
46 LIB ERT Y/ MO . C·2-1. O n co ver to Massachuset ts.
47 MACO N CITY/MO. c.zn. On cover to T ennessee.
48 MAR T H ASVI LLE / MO 20th / Dccbr/fil. MS. On cove r to St . LOlli s.
49 MEXI CO / MO . C-2ii1fl. T hree covers reco rd ed . two he in g U uiu u

patriot ics. Add ressed to Oh io . Iowa , a nd Ill in ois.
50 M ID DLE BRO O K/ MO . C·2~ . " PAID 3" in MS. 0 11 cover 10 Pcnnsvl-

vania.
5 1 M ISSO U RI CITY/MO . C·3 ,t. On rov e r to Fra u l. Iiu . l\lo .
51A MO U NT VE R NO N / MO .
52 NEW H .OR ENCE MO /Ma rch 3/ fi2. MS. 011 U ni o'n pa tr iot ic 10 Ohio.

Usrtl u-ith
S /'''1/ .Y".

fi3. (,;.

fiii
1i,1 : (i lh

fi l . 7:1
:" csh it t

fi,1 I:~)

Ii"
Ii ;.
Ii;)

Ii" (2)
Ii ;.
Ii .•

li,i
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It em No .
53
54
55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62
63

64
65

65B
66
67

68

PLATE Mo.-4

Description
OREGON /Mo. C-32!h. On cover addressed to Kansas.
OREGON /MO. C-27. O n cover addressed to Irish Grove. Missouri.
OT T ERVILL E/MO . C-26. Two covers recorded . bot h Union pa triotics,
one add ressed to Ill in ois and one to New York.
PACI FIC/MO. C-25. Four covers recorded. a ll Union pa triotics. Ad­
dressed to Pennsylvania. New York and Iowa (2) .
I'AL MYRA / Mo . C-34lh. Five covers recorded. all Union patriotics.
Addressed to Ohio (2) , California. Wisconsin and Ill inois.
PILOT KNOB /MO . C-33. Four covers recorded . a ll Un io n patriotics .
Addressed to In di an a. W isconsin . Ill inois and Indian a.
PILOT KNOB /MO. C-27. T hree covers recorded. addressed to New
J ersey. St. Louis a11(1 W iscon sin . One legal size imp rin ted " O fficia l
Bu sin ess. U. S. A. Med . Dep t.... wit h 30c stam p. No. 71. One cove r
fro m 1st \ Viscon sin Cavalry.
PL AT T E CITY/ 1\10 . C-261f2. Two cove rs recorded. as follows:
a) 3c star die. with 1\IS " O ld stamps, Du e 3: ' Ad dr. to Westo n , 1\10.
b) Cover with MS " Due 3" addressed to Atch ison, Ka ns.
ROBERT SVI LLE MO /M ay I :;. MS. On Union pat riotic to I ndust ry.
Mo.
ROCHEPORT / MO . C-32. CO\"CI" addressed to Fayett e , Mo.
R O L LA/ MO . C-2:;1fz . Fourteen covers record ed , of whic h 13 are Union
pa trio tics. Addressed to Ohio, Illinois (10) . New j ersey.
PAID 3. Fou nd o n cover in associa tion with Roll a markin g , above.
ROLLA/ MO . DC - 26-12 V2' With year date. Six covers record ed , five
be ing U nion parriorics. Addressed (2 each) to Mass.• Ill . Iow a.
ST. CATHER INE/MO .
SAINT CHARLES/ MO . DC 26-? Union pa tri ot ic to .Jd ferson City , Mo.
St. GENEVIEVE/Mo. (Pa rt ia l) C-31. Two covers recorded . as follows:
a) Cover addressed to Iowa.
b) O n Union pa trioti c: transat lan tic mail per Br iti sh packet to

Dornstad t , German y.
SAINT JA~lES/1\IO. C-:lI . On cover addressed to Wisconsin .

Used with
Scott No .

3e Star Die
65
65

65

64, 65

65

65, 71

Star d ie &
st mpls d ue .

65

65
26, 65

65

26

65

65
11
~~~~~~
:l1 Borrow with confidence i~
~ In an y emerge ncy, borrow ~
.. " th e m oney yo u ne ed a t ~

I
~ E delman's. U se yo ur collec- IlV.J
~~ t io n as co ll a tera l and still

reta in comple te ow nersh ip. ~

W. At Edelman's, yo u can 'fil'
, ,~ I o bta in quick. co nfide ntia l , i~

;s,~ loans fo r an y amount , up :;~
~Vj to 80 % of !he value o f \fJJ
~ yo ur propertie s - fr om ~

~ $50 to $50 ,000 a nd m o re. ~
rN,~ ~" ~rite today fo r fur th er r:/'l1
~,\ information . , ~

I
~ tde/mon JS ~

'/I, , 301 Old York Road ~
'~I Jenkintown, Pa . 19046 ~~
~ (S ub urban Ph iladelphia) 'Do.-

~~~~~
0

1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT M Y BOOTH AND INSPECT

A N OUTSTANDING ARRA Y OF THESE

ClASS ICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR A UC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUALLY IN CLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 Wh ite Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

Charter mem ber of U.S.

Phila te lic Classics Society
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
NEW YORK FOREIGN MAIL CANCELLATIONS
More th an 100 typ es of fan cy killers comprise th e group of New York

Forei gn Mail Can cellations (1 YFM) used in th e period 1870-1876 on mail
origin ating in New York City destin ed for foreign countries, other than Can ada.
These can cellations are found principally on th e 1870-1871 Nationa l and th e
1873-1875 Continental Bank Note Issues on hard paper. A French philatelist
said of them "As stamp obliterations, they are th e perfection of form ." NYFM
cancels constitu te not only one of the last but also perhaps th e great est series
of fancy can cellations on United Stat es stamps, not only in size and variety but
also in artistic design and beauty. After th e organization of th e Universal
Postal Union, effe ctive Jul y 1, 1875, standard cancelling devices gradually
replaced the fan cy cancellations. In fact, subsequent Postal Regulations pre­
scribed the type of cancelling devices to be used .

NYF M cancels are found only in black, red , magenta and brown. A
showing of Bank Note stamps with fin e strikes of th ese inter esting cancellations
can add grea tly to the beauty of any Bank Note collection. The search for th e
many elusive and ra re types an d for unreported typ es can be a rewarding and
engrossing activity for a philatelist for many years .

A few NYF M cancellations used in the 1870-1875 period are found on
sta mps of earlier issues, chiefly the 1869 pictoria ls. Even a 5c 1847 has been
found with a NYFM cancel. A very few NYF~I cancella tions are found on
soft pap er American Bank Not e stamps of th e 1879-1883 period. Their use is
harder to explain; presumably some of the cancelling devices survived beyond
1876 and were very occasionally used by accident, b y intention or even for
philatelic favors. A few NYFM cance lla tions are found on th e hard pap er U. S.
Dep artment stamps of 1873 but such uses are rare, probably because Dep art­
ment stamps were seldom used from New York Ci ty to destinations abroa d .
What few are known are usually on Treasury Dep artment stamps, th ough a
$2 Sta te Dep artment stam p with a red NYF M ca nce lla tion has b een reported ,
a real ra rity.

J. Murray Bartels, a well-know n stamp dealer, made th e origin al discovery
of NYFM in th e early 1920's and did the first research work and published his
findings on th ese cancellati ons. Sub sequently, Edwin Milliken carried on these
studies, publishing his findings and th e discovery of additional types in various
stamp magazines culminating in a comprehe nsive handbook in 1942.

In 1968 your editor collaborated with Arthur Van Vlissin gen in writing a
book on NYF M cancellations which, among other features, pictured and de­
scribe d 14 types of NYFM cance llations discovered since 1942 and developed
an improve d, flexible system of alpha-numeric numbering. In that book, pub­
lished by the Collector s Club of Chicago, th e authors promised to publicize
any further new types that came to their attention. A number of hitherto
unrecorded types have been discovered by your editor since 1968; these are
described and pictured below, wit h numbe rs appropria te to th e designs. It is
hoped th at readers of th is article will call further discoveries to your editor's
attention for fu ture publica tion. As of now there are already 126 recorded
typ es of proven NYF M cancellat ions (not inclu ding the 3 ne w ones rep orted
in thi s ar ticle) , plus varia tions or famili es of several of the types. Also there
are 9 types tha t appear to be NYFM cancell ati ons but have not been proven
by use on a NYFM cover.

T he first new type is a solid heart (19mm in width an d 20mm in height),
here pictur ed on cove r as F igure 1 and close-up as F igure 2. It has been assigned
NYFM numb er C13 as a new Conventiona l Design . The letter was mailed in
New York City on Jul y 24, 1873 and sailed the same day on th e Steamer Frisia
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Figure 1
A New NYFM Type-C13

Figure 2
Close.up 01 C13

Cancellation

of the Hamburg-American Lin e. It arrived in London on August 4th and thence
to Cal ais the sam e day. It reached its destination, Aniane, France, on August
5th. Professor George H argest has very kindl y reviewed the cover and states
th at all of the markings are correct. He pointed out that du e to a mistake
in the U. S. Exchange Offi ce the letter instead of going directly to Cherbourg,
Fran ce, was presumably put by mistake in the English bag so that it traveled
instead via London and Calais. Th e cover bears 16c in stamps, the correct
dir ect prepaid rate to France which was apparently accepted even though it
did not go directly via Cherbourg. Th e "PD" marking signifies the letter was
prepaid to fina l destination . Th e 6c stamp is of the Continental Bank Note
Issu e of 1873 with secre t mark. Th e stamp was first issued in July, 1873, the
month the letter was mailed . Th e 10c is of the National Bank Note Issue of
1870-1871. The 10c has, in addition to the heart cancel, two light horizontal
pen mark s. These, of course, could be explained in any number of ways but
their presence raised some qu estions. A thorough examination of the stamps
and cover, including under a dark light, revealed no oth er evidence of pen
marks. The heart cancella tions are well-tied and appear genuine . Since the
112 The Chronicle / May 1973 / Vol. 25, No . 2



cover is cer tain ly a NYFM cover, bears the correct rate and no evidence of any
other NYFM can cel, the odds would seem greatly in favor of the cancels'
being a NYFM type. After careful consid eration it was decided to list as a
new type. However, inform ation as to any oth er example, on or off cover,
would be much appreciated as further proof. Too bad it wasn't used on
February 14th for a Valentine.

"

, t

Figure 3
Anoth er New NYFM Type-F24

The second new type is a six-segmented circl e (25mm in diameter),
pictured on cover as Figure 3 and in close-up as Figure 4. It was sent from
New York on May 14, 1870 direct ly to Dublin, Ireland, wher e it was back­
stamped May 25, 1870. Th e 6c rate was the correct single letter rate to Great
Britain and Ireland. It has been assigned NYFM number F24. A second cover
with the six-segmented circle used from New York to Paris and dated June 25,
1870, has been reported.

Figure 4
Close-up of F24

Cancellat ion

The th ird new type is a wheel (28mm in diameter ) with twelve spokes,
pictured on cover as Figure 5 and in close-up as Figure 6. It was sent from
New York on August 3, 1875 to Vera Cruz, Mexico, by the Steamer City of

The Chronicle / May 1973/ Vol. 25. No.2 113



Figure 5
A Third New NYFM Type-W12

Merida . It has been assigned NYFM number W12. The New York postmark
is in black as was customary on mail to Mexico, Central and South America,
apparently to distinguish it from mail to other countries for which the New York
postmark was almost without exception in red.

Figure 6
Clase.up of W12

Cancellati on

An interesting cover from New York to Iviza, Spain, is pictured as Figure 7.
The first NYF M find comprising many different NYFM canc ellations on
mail to Wallis & Cia. at Iviza was made by Bartels in 1923 on a successful
mail bid sent to a Spanish auction. Th e lett er itself went from New York on
November 11, 1875 to Iviza, Spain , apparentl y via France although the ba ck­
stamp is not clear. The correct single rate to Spain was 12c until July 1, 1875,
then it dropped to 5c because Spain was a member country of the U. P. U. But
France did not join the U. P. U. until January 1, 1876, whi ch doubtless accounts
for use of the 12c rate. The cover is apparently from Bartels' original find and
was sold by him at auction in 1927. It proves to be NYFM type F7b when over­
laid with a tra cing of that cancellation. Th is is a late use of any member of the
F7 famil y as the latest recorded use is November 30, 1875.

Figure 8 illustrates a lett er from \V. R. Brown, an old time Nassa u Street
stamp dea ler, to Mons. Phillippe de Ferr ari , who assembl ed the greatest col­
lection of stamps ever known. F errari was born in 1848 and is said to have
started collecting stamps in 1865. He was only 24 years old in 1872, hut he
already had earned high standing in phil atelic circles. Th e lett er was ma iled
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Figure 7
A Bartels Caver from Original Find to Walli s & Cia, Iviza , Spa in

January 8, 1872, via Great Britain to Paris with the rare 4c rat e paying
postage only to the United Kingdom frontier. Usc of the Ic National Bank
Note stamp and the 3c envelope stamp to make the 4c rat e is a rare and
int eresting combination. Th e markings show that the British Post Office for­
warded the letter to France, wh ere the addressee was charged 10 decimes (1
franc, about 20c) and Great Britain was credited with 40 centimes, about Be.
The NYFM canc el is a fine example of type A28.
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Figure 8
An Inte rest ing Caver 10 the World ' s Grealest Philal elist

Last, but not least, is the cover pictured as Figure 9. It is of great historic
interest because it is addressed to Henry (Heinrich) Schliemann in care of
the U. S. Consu l at the Dardanelles in Turkey, and was mailed on April 4,
1872. Schliemann was a world-famous archaeologist, and in 1872 was at
work excavating the site of the ancient city of Troy, the central point of Homer's
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WANTED
CLASSIC 19th Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESSES

For My Outr ight Purc hase , Consignme nt , or for
My Public AUCTION Sa les

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
Iliad . Schliemann had determined by brilliant logic that Homer's Troy really
had existed and that it was probabl y at Hissarlik , Turkey. Digging pro ved this
to be the exact location. Schliemann's discoveries moved back provab le history
of the Ancient Greeks by more than 1,000 years.

Figure 9
An Interesting Histor ical Cove r to a Great Archaeologist

Th e stamps payin g the 12c single rate on thi s cover are of th e 1870-1871
National Bank Note Issues: th e 2c grilled, th e lOc ungrill ed. The NYFM can­
cellation is S16, commonly known as the "Flying Clothespin. " The cancellation
is struck in the very scarce distinct bro wn color. It went via Hamburg and is
backstamp ed Trieste. On e pu zzle about this cover is th e unusual red printed
mark "2' VT" (sup erimposed on "care of') that it bears. However, I have
never had an adequate explanation of where the marking was used or what it
signifies. If any reader knows these answers he will be doing a great favo r by
wri ting me. All in all, a fascinating combination of interesting history and
facts .

If there is suffici ent interest in NYFM canc ellations among the read ers of
the Chronicle, your editor will be glad to include fur ther inform ation in future
articles. Also any information on new types, including other examples of reported
new types to verify perio d of use, and interesting covers will he most gra tefully
received for inclusion in future articles.
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CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor

RAILROAD POSTMARKS
L_---'
Your Editor will be movin g out west about' May first and hereafter cor­

respondence should be addressed to him at:
4621 E. Don Jose Dri ve, Tucson, Arizona 85718
.

RAILROAD MARKINGS
l-Remele Catalog

Th e Rem ele Catalo g of United Stat es Railroad Postma rks 1873 to 1861
was published in 1958. Since that time many additions and changes have been
made which appeared in many issues of the Chronicle for nearl y fifte en
years now. This is most difficult to find and use and in an effort to ease the
problem for collectors we will publish an ind ex of all listin gs subsequen t to
the catalog in Chronicle 79 and possibly 80.

To make this index as complete and useful as possible it is requested that
all collectors send in unreported items to the Editor promptly together with any
suggestions that you might have for additional information to be listed with
the proposed index.

This is a first step towards a retirement proj ect that your Editor has to
produce a combined Remele and Towle-Meyer catalog covering the years
1837 to 1893 inclusive and incorporating into the catalog the large amou nt of
additional markings and corrections that have been accumulated. How ever,
this is quite a formidable undertaking and will probably consume two or three
years of work. In the meantime please continue your fine efforts to report
unli sted items, to submit correc tions and suggestions, and to volun tee r articles
on rail way markings and their usage to the end that we may turn out as
defin itive a catalog as possible.
2-Towle-Meyer Catalog: Addenda

Through the cooperation of Messrs. Fingerh ood, Haas, Hood , Jarosak,
Kalkho ven, Schoen and Spelman we are able to report the followin g:
35-J-I: New year date-1878.
37-C-l: With year dat e 1885.
53-D-l: With year date 1886 and negati ve E killer-Fig. (a).
80-E-l: With E killer-Fig. (b) .
87-C-l: New year date 1878.
106-B-2: With year date 1885.
188-B-l: With year date 1886.
260-A-2: New year date 1875.
274-S-21: With year date 1878.
274-S-28: With year date 1885.

o 277-F-l: New color- black.
311-J-2: New year date-1875.
321-B-l: With year date 1885 and black E killer-Fig. (c).
560-1-1: New year date-1880, and new color-black.
620-S-3: G. R. & IND. R. R. Co., with year date 1880 in blu e.

PLATE XXXII
Maine

9-J-l: 26 bl ack , 1877. 5. (Portla nd and Island Pond) .
Vermont

40-S-4: D. O val 32-21Y:z x 23-12Y:z, blu e, WYD 1877. Partial. 18. (Centra l Vermo nt R. R.)
Massachusetts

50-C-2: 26 black, Banknotc. 2. (Portland and Boston ) .
New York

101-1-1: 26Y:z bla ck, 1886. 4. (Complctc tracing) (S1. Alba ns and Ogdcnsburg) .
1l4-M-l: 24 black, Six tics, NDL. 6. (Ncw York via Albany to Ru ffalo) .
133-B-I : 26 black, Ban kn ote. 10. (Canasto ta and Elmi ra) .
135·C-I : 25 black, 1874. 8. (I thaca and Athe ns) .
150-B-I: 26Y:z bla ck, WYD 1883, 1886. 3 (Local Mail Agent) .

(Continued on page 128)
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PLATE XXXII

9-J-l

114-N-l

40-8-4

133-B-l

50-C-2

135-C-l

101-I-l

150-B-l

561-N-2

761-D-2

E
869- I-I

E
Fig. (a)

?r·;?C'·;R'£/~r5;-~~' E E
985-D-l Fig. (b) Fig.(c)
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
EDITORIAL
During the past decade I have been the editor of the Transatl antic Mails

section of the Chronicle. For most of that time it has been a pleasure and joy
to write for the section. In November 1971, however, I suffered a serious heart
attack, and since that time my health has deteriorated. 1 am now on a str ict
regime of diet, exercise and rest, and am taking an unbelievabl e amount of
medication for heart and diabetes. Laboratory an d medical appointments
break up my days. I have been finding it increasingly difficult to write, and
as the deadline approaches, I forego my exerc ise and res t.

After careful considerat ion of my problems , I have decid ed to resign as
editor of the Transatlantic Mails section . I will still write as I find time and
material, but I wish to be relieved of the responsibility for the whole section
and the deadline.

There is another difficul ty. .I cannot possibl y answer all the mail I receive
from members. Eventually, I will get through it, but please be patient if your
letter is not answered for some time. Also, 1 req uest that you do not send
original covers for examination, unless they are certified or register ed and 'a
self-addressed return envelope bearin g the proper postage for return in th e
same manner is enclosed. The mails are not safe, an d if your cover should be
lost, it would place me in an embarrassing position. It is not that I do not like
to receive mail, because I do, but please use Xerox or photographs. And please
do not send mor e than five at a time.

George E . Hargest

THE BRITISH OPEN MAIL RATE TO SARDINIA, 1852-1857

GEORGE E. HARGEST
There are numerous covers posted in the United States addresse d to

Sardinia, sent in the British open mail, via France, by British packet. In each
case these covers show a due marking for a collection of 17 decim es in Sardinia.
With this wealth of materia l, one would think that the reconstruction and
division of thi s rate would be a simple matter. On the contra ry, the rate is
elusive and obscure. In this case, it is not because there are no treaty provision s
relating to Sardinian mail, but rath er , there are too many, and it is diffi cult to
know which applied . A review of these may prove helpful. .

Th e U. S.-British treaty, in its Articles for carrying th e treaty into execution
of 14 May 1849, gives a British Mail rate whi ch can easily be reconstructed as
presented in Tabl e 1. This rat e was bas ed up on the ad. or 16c packet rate of
the U. S.-Brit ish treaty and the British transit rate to France included in Article
XXXIIJI of the Anglo-French treaty of 1843, both of which were based on th e
half ounce. Th e French transit rate to Sardinia was specifically stated in Article
XLI::!

The Brit ish Post Office sha ll pay to the Fren ch Post O ffice , for transit p ostage
th rough Fr an ce of the undermcntioued corres po nde nce , origina ti ng in the Un ited
Kin gdom of Grea t Brit ain and Ireland , .. . a un iform ra te of 2 fran cs Ior every
30 gra m mcs, ne t weight , th at is to say:
I. Leiter s addressed to the Sard inian Stat es and Southern Italy;
2. Leiter s add ressed to Spa in and Portugal.

This rate was divided by four to produ ce a rate of 50 centimes, or 5 decimes
per 7-Jf grams, or )4 ounce. .

Since the ' British penn y was wor th 1 French decime, the pence rates of
Tab le I can be translated into rates in French decimes. W hile this Briti sh Mail
ra te, via Fran ce, was the only ra te published in tables of postages to foreign
coun tries until 1852, some lett ers were , nevertheless, sent by British open ma il.

By a "Circulaire" issued 23 July 1849,H the ra te to be collected in France
at destin ation became 15 c1ecimes per 7Jf gra ms on letters from th e United
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Table I

Br itish packet A mericall packet

To ~~ T o Y2 To~ T o Y2
Ounce Ounce Ounce Ounce

Packet postage (U. S.-Br itish
T reat y) 8cI; 16c 8cI; 16c

British transit (Ar t. X XXIIl
of Anglo-Fren ch 1843
treaty) 5d; 10c 5d ; IOc 5d; 10c 5d; IOc

Fr en ch transit (Art. XLI of
An glo-French 1843 treat y) 5c1 ; IOc lOci . 20c 5d ; 10e IOd; 20c

Credit to Great Britain 18d ; 36c 23d ; 46c IOd; 20c 15c1; 30c
U. S. Po stage 5c 5c 21c 21c

Co mp ulsory p re payme n t in U. S. 41c 51c -l l c 51c

States. This rate included 5 decimes for French postage:' and 10 decimes for
sea and British transit postage, paid by France to the British. Thus, th e French
transit rate became 5 decimes on all letters sent under "accounting article 13",r.
and the COLONIESj&c ART. 13 marking was applied by th e British offices
to these letters. Figure 1 illustrates an open mail cover sent under this arrange­
ment. This is a folded letter headed, "New York 24 May 1850" and endorsed
"p Hibernia." It is addressed to Leghorn, Italy. The New York office indicated
th e prepayment of th e British packet rate by marking it "5" in lead pencil.
Hibernia sailed from Boston on 29 May and arrived in Liverpool on 11 June
1850. The letter bears an ANGL.jCALAIS markin g with th e date of 12 June
1850, as well as th e COLONIESj&c ART. 13 marking. It also be ars a double
framed "C.S." marking th e meaning of which is not kno wn to this editor. France
rated it for a collection of 15 decimes. On the reverse is a Livorno marking
dat ed 13 June 1850. The Livorno office crossed out the French "15" and
computed th e rate at upper right of cover , as follows:

Diritto Sardo "70)
Diritto Estero . - . . . . . . . . 1.50) 2.20

2
"Diritto" in Italian means tax, or fee. "Estero" means foreign. The Sardinian tax
or postage was 70 centesimi, whil e the foreign postage was 1 lira , 50 centesimi,
for a single rate letter. which totalled 2 lira, 20 centesimi. The for eign postage,
however, was double, indicated by th e "2" beneath th e line, which made th e
for eign posta ge 3 lira, and th e Sardinian postage 70 centesimi, for a tot al of
37 decim es. The cover was marked for a collection of 37 decimes. This letter
must have weighed 7~~ grams or over U~ ounce), requiring two forei gn (French)
rates, and Sardinian posta ge must have been based on 15 grams, or Jf ounce.

Article XLII stated :"
T he British Post Office shall not be held liable to th e Fren ch Post Office for th e
payment of the transit postage of th e corresp ond en ce de scr ibed in th e preceding
artic le (Ar ticle XLI , given above) , when ever the Govern me n t of th e King of
Sardinia, and the Government of her Maj esty th e Qu een of Spa in, sha ll have
conse nted to acco u nt to Fra nce for th at posta ge.
The French Government engages to en ter into negoti ations for that purpose with the
sa id Gove r nme n ts.

Agreement through th ese negotiations must have been secured by April
1852. Effective 1 April 1852, additional articles to th e Anglo-French treaty of
1843, in an appended table provided th e following:"

Table showing [h e ra tes of postage to be paid by th e British Office to th e
Office of Fran ce , for ord inary letters forwarded from th e Cou ntries the cor­
re spondence of which sha ll be tr an smitted throu gh France, destined for the United
Kingdom of G rea t Br itain and Ireland and th e Briti sh Colonies and Possessions, and
v ice ve rsa.

Sard in ian States, prep ayment op tiona l, to designation , 3 francs, 25 cen times
per 30 grammes.

This rate, when divided by four , produces a rate of 8.125 decimes per
7Jf grams. It paid to destination in either country, and, therefore, included
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British, French and Sardinian postage. Th e division of the rate between these
three countries is not indicated. This rate must have rested upon an arrange­
ment between France and Sardinia. Evide ntly, the 8d. packet postage incl ud ed
in the U. S.-British treaty was added to the above rate to produce a rate of
16.125 decimes (8.125 + 8). Since this rate was above 16 decimes, France and
Sardinia, in their arrangement, evidently decided to charge 17 decimes. This
is a suggestion, since all of the facts are not known. This applied to covers by
British packet. Th e rate by American packet is also not known, because the
author has never seen one used during this period.

Figure 1
Posle d in New York add ressed to Legh orn (Livorno) Italy, th is lell e r was prepaid Sc and sent in Ihe British
open mlil by R. M. S. "Hibernia ," The letter was rated acco rding to " accounting" article 13, and bears the
" COLONIES/&c . ART. 13" marki ng . The rate is spelled oUI at to p righl of Ihe leller .

While the method used in arriving at the 17 decimes rate is not known, it
is known that some arrangements were not used. The 4 franc rate per 30 grams,
or 10 decimes per 7~ grams rate covering sea and British transit postage as
expressed in accounting article 13, could not have been used. If it had been
used, Briti sh tr ansit postage would have been paid twice, an d the covers would
have borne a COLONIES/&c ART. 13 mark ing. Th e provision al agreement, ex­
pressed in the French decree of 19 Novembe r 1851 did not apply to transit
postage through France, except to those parts of the Mediterranean where
France maintained Post Offices .8

Another bit of strong evidence is the fact that the United States did not
introduce in the tabl es of postage to foreign countries, the British ope n mail
rate until after the above-mentioned additional articles became effec tive on
1 April 1852, indicating that the rate therein conta ined was to be used.

Num erous covers posted in the United Stat es addressed to Sardinia, and
prepaid 5c for conveyance by British packets in the British open mail exist.
Although the open mail rates of 5c by British packet and 21c by American
packet were deleted from the published tables of postages to foreign countries
after the U. S.-French treaty becam e effective on 1 April 1857, the use of Briti sh
open mail persisted. After 1 January 1857, wh en the Anglo -French tr eaty of
24 September 1856 became effective, however, the amount collected in Sardinia
on mail from the Unit ed States became 10 decim es per 7~ grams.

Figure 2 illustrates a cover posted in New York addressed to Geno va
(Genoa). Mails were simple in those days. A. stree t address was not necessary,
neither was the name of the country. It was sufficien t merely to addres s the
letter to a well-known city. Th e letter is prep aid 5c by stamps of the 1851 issue ,
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Figure 2
Pos led in New York addressed to Genoa, Ih is leller passed Ihrough Ihe border offi ce of Le Ponl de Beauvoisin,
overland 10 Genoa . The collection in Sardinia had become 17 dec imes a sing le ral e in Sard inia in 18S2. This
letl e r shows Ihis rale used in 1853 .

and endorsed "p Arabia." It bears a New York British pack et marking dated
9 March (1853), and on the date R. M. S. Arabia sailed from Ne w York. On
the reverse it bears an orange "BN/22 MR 22/ 1853" marking of the London
office. On the fac e is a double circle ETATS-UNIS PAQ . BRIT./PARIS marking
dated 23 Mar ch 1853. The Pari s office forwarded the letter in closed mail to
Genoa. Ther e were two main routes by whi ch the Pari s offic e forwarded mail to
Sardinia. One route ran from Paris to Lyon b y rail , and th ence southeastward
to the border offi ce of Le Pont de Beauvoisin, just across the border of Sardinian
Savoy in Fran ce. Mail from this office was sent across Savoy to Lanslebourg
at the foot of the Mt. Cenis pass , and thence over th e pass to Susa, whence it
was for warded to va rious places in Sardinia by rail. The other more frequently
used route was from Pari s to Marseilles by rail, and th ence by Mediterranean
packet to ports along the western coast of Italy. This cover was sent by the
first route, via Le Pont de Beauvoisin" (the bridge of the good ne ighbor, or
neighborhood). It was marked in It alian by Gen oa as arriving b y that route,
"VIA DI/PT. BE AUVOISIN." There is no Geno a ma rking on th e cover, but there
is a stra ight line "26 MAR" applied at Genoa in red ink. The cover is also
marked in manuscript for a collection of 17 decimes, the rat e b eing th e same
by either route.

Fi gure 3 illu strates a cover posted in Ann apolis, Md., addressed to
"Surgeon Nin ian Pinkney, U. S. N.lU. S. Steam Frigat e Susquehanna/Spezzia /
Sardinia/Italy," and endorsed "No. 8/per Cunard Line." It was the custom
of man y persons to number th eir letters , generally by the year, when addressed
to th e same person. The Germans often did so, and used Roman numerals for
the number. The letter was from the mother of Surgeon Pinkney, and speaks
of the commencement exercises and th e ceremonies connected with th e laying
of a corner-stone. The cover bears a cds of Ann apolis with the date of 10 August
(1856). On th e reverse is a circular BOSTONjBR. PKT marking in black with
th e dat e of 13 Aug ust. On 13 August 1856, R. M. S. Arabia of th e Cunard Line
sailed from Boston for Liverpool. On the reverse is a circular marking inscribed
"CP/26 AU 26/ 1856" applied in oran ge-red b y the London office. On the face
is a double circle marking in black, ETATS-UNIS PAQ . BRIT./ A CALAIS I ,
of the travelling post office, Calais to Par is, where the mail for Sardinia was
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Figure 3
Posled In Annapolis, Md., addressed 10 Spenla, Sardina, Ih is open mall leller was senl in closed mall by Ihe
Iravelllng office, Calais 10 Pari s, 10 Marseilles, and Ihen ce by Med ilerran ean packel 10 Geno a. The rale by Ihls
,oule wa . also 17 decimes in 18S6.

made up and closed. It was then forwarded to Marseilles by rail, an d thence
by Mediterran ean packet to Genoa. On the reverse are Genoa an d Spezia cds
markings in , black dated, respectively, 29 an d 30 Augus t 1856. On the
reverse also is a manuscript ''1''70'' marking in black , indicati ng the postage
due, and on the face is a large "17" express ing the sam e rate in decimes.

/J?/l // ,

"'~~:4.frl__c::z,~/n .r/f L ·k/7?~ .'

Figure 4
Potted in Annapoli s, Md., addressed to Spezzia, this cove r was prepaid Sc by a Sc stamp issued in 1856 . Sent
In Ihe B,iti sh open mall, Ihis lell e, was fo rw arded by Franc e in closed mall fr om Ih e Paris oH lce by Ih•
••me roul. used to sen d the cover illu strated as Figu re 3 .

Figure 4 illustrates a cover reported by a collec tor who wish es to remain
anonymous. It is prepaid 5c by a 5c stamp issued in 1856. It was also posted
in Ann ap olis, Md. , addressed to Surgeon Pinkney, the sam e as Figure 3. The
date in the Annapolis mark ing is 16 September (1856), and the endorsemen t is,
"No. ll/ Per Cunard line," indicating tha t letters No.9 and 10 were sent between
10 August and 16 September 1856. This "Pinkney" correspondence was fairly
extens ive, and represents our chief source of covers from th e United Sta tes to
Sard inia dur ing this period. Th e cover bears a NEW-YORK/BR. PKT. mark ing
dated 17 Sep tember 1856. On that date R. M. S. Persia sailed from New York
for Liverpool. On the reverse is a London marking, Y (crow n) Z/29 September
The Chron icle / May 1973 / Vol. 25. No.2 123



29/1856 in Oran ge, a Paris marking in black, dated 30 September, a Geno a
marking dated 1 October , and a Spezia marking dated 3 October 1856. The
Paris office mad e up and closed th is mail and sen t it by th e same route taken
by Figure 3. On th e reverse of the cover is a manuscript du e marking, "1.70,"
and this rate is expressed in decimes on th e face of the cover by a large "17."
Of course, th e use of a 5c 1856 to Sardinia is scarce, its period of availabi lity
being short. This is wha t the owner evidently intended to indicate by his
pencilled notation.

Regardl ess of how the 17 decimes due in Sardinia was computed , th ere
is ample evidence th at th e rate was in force from th e middle of 1852 to 1 Jan ­
uary 1857, and was th en reduced to 10 decim es during th e three months period
to 1 April 1857, when a French mail rate of 21c per }l ounce was introduced.
Very little mail was sent in Briti sh open mail after French mail becam e
effective, and th e open mail rates were deleted from the tabl es of postage
to foreign countries.

Footnotes
I H ertslet 's Commercial and Slave T rade T reat ies, vol. VI, page 358.
2 I ua.. p. 362.
3 Sall es, Raym ond , La Paste Ma rit im e Francoise Hi storiq u e et Cata logue, vol. IV , p . 280.
4 H a rgest , George E., History of Lett er Post Comllluniwtion Between th e United States

and Eu rop e, 18-15-1875, pp. 4 1, 43. .
5 Ibid ., p. 41.
6 H ert slet , op, cit ., p . 3(;2.
7 B rit ish and Foreign St at e Pa pers, vol. XLI , p. 19.
8 Fo r co m p lete transla ti on of th e Decree of 19 November 1851 , see Chronicle, No . 37, pp . 2-4 .
9 Chronicle , No. 56, p . 122 .
PAID TO THE FRONTIER - BREMEN MAIL
CHARLES J. STARNES

Although part paym ent was specifically prohibited by th e terms of th e
postal convention with Prussia 1 , there are enough covers to show that if th e
int ern ational rat e (postage to territories of the German -Austrian Postal Unionr­
was prepaid , letters to bordering countries were conv eyed to th eir respective
excha nge points as paid mail. So far , covers to Switzerland, It aly," and possibly
Russia! have been recorded.

Recently th e author has obtain ed a cover whi ch offers evide nce th at mail
carr ied under th e Brem en postal convention was treated (at least occasionally)
in th e sam e manner , in contradiction to the following: "And the two post office
departments are mutually to furnish each other with lists, sta ting the foreign
countries or places in for eign countries, to which th e foreign postage mu st be
absolutely prepaid, or mu st be left unpaid .?"
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The cover transit was: Elizabeth, IlL, 5 Jul.-New York City, 15 Jul.- Bre­
men-Frankfurt, 30 Jul.-Basel--Olten-Ziirick-Regensberg, Switzerland, 31 Jul.
1865. Although franked with only 15c postage (the rate to countries of the
Germ an-Austri an Postal Union), it was treated at New York as paid (red credit
N. YORK BREM PKT. 12 PAID) and the usual blue AMERICA VBER
BREMEN FRA NCO applied at Bremen. In addition, there is a mss. notation
in black ink , "Ire Schwz Grenz", short for "Franco Schweiz Grenze,"-Paid
(to) Switzerland Frontier . Since the rate by Bremen mail to Switzerland was
19c (before Oct. 1860-1 Jan . 1868), partial payment was recognized.

Thi s cover is the only evidence known to the writer (and also G. E.
Hargest) of such treatment with Bremen mail. Are these similar covers to
Switzerland or other border countries? Are there examples of Hamburg con­
vention mail with partia l pr epayment recognized?

Footnote s
1 Ar t. 2, ef fective Oct. 1852.
2 Hambu rg, by Donald Patton , Cha p. 4. Rob son -Lowe, London , 1963.
3 G. E. Hargest, Chro nicle 62, 80-84.
4 Lo t 117, Siegel Sale of 10-13 Mar. 1966.
1\ Add itional Articles to the Brem en Postal Conve n tion , Art . 4. effective 15 Aug . 1853.
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA (NO. 76)
For some unexplainable reason Table 1 presented at the bo ttom of page

221 of Chronicle 76 was inaccurately written by the editor. Since its appearance
memb ers have sent in new dates, and the Tabl e is now given in corrected form ,
hop efully, now accurate. Th is is intend ed to bring Figure 51, page 89, of
Hargest, George E., Th e Histo ry of Letter Post Communication, etc. up to dat e.
Th e corrected tabl e is presented as Table 1.

Table 1
M arking

Large FRANCO (M)
Sma ll FRANCO (N)
Boxed FR ANCO (0 )
Boxed AACH EN/FRANCO

Earliest L atest
24 Jan . 1853 20 Dec. 1854

I Aug. 1854 22 Au g. 1855
19 J a n . 1855 (one seen)

(I' ) red 29 Apr. 1854 10 May 1864
magenta 26 Jul. 1864 15 Oct. 1864
black 17 Feb . 1865 (one seen)
blu e 10 Mar. 1865 II Au g. 1867

Thanks to Mr. Robert H. Schoen for supplying the latest date for marking
M. The editor has supplied the latest date for Marking N. Mr. Clifford L. Friend,
the latest date for Marking P in red. These dates indicate that the use of some
of these markings overlapped, and two were in use at the same time.
ERRATA
A serious omission has been discovered in the list of Herout and de Han­

del sailings on p . 54 of Hargest, [Jetter Post Communicat ion. Midway down
the second colum n the 5th voyage has been entirely omitted and the fina l line
of the 4th voyage is incorrectly given. Please correc t the fina l line of the 4th
voyage and add information on the 5th voyage as follows:

Arrived in Cherbourg 3 October 1847
Union, Captain Hebert, 5th voyage:

From France
Sailed from Cherbourg 31 August 1847
Arrived in New York 16 Septemb er 1847

Returning
Sailed from New York 30 Septemb er 1847
Arrived in Cherbourg 18 October 1847
ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA (NO. 77)
The article "Short Paid by British Open Mail" by Walt er Hubbard, ap­

pearing on pages 49-51 of Chronicle 77 demands a small change in the text on
page 51. The middle of the seventh line from to top should read, "For the first,

(Continued on page 128)
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
EDITORIAL

A few brief comments here substitute for the customary "Editor's Page,"
which has been crowded out by a surfeit of fine material. Among the many
interesting items in this issue is an engrossing history of John Bouton's posts and
associated handstamps by Calvet M. Hahn. I hope you enjoy it.

You attention is also called to the change of the "Transatl antic Mails" section
to "Foreign Mails," simultaneous with George E. Hargest's resignation as section
editor. A broadening of this section to include mails to British North America,
Central and South America, the F ar East, and other areas is contemplated, with
contributing editors assisting for various subdivisions. Until such time as a
permanent overall editor or coordinator for Foreign Mails is appointed material
for this section may be sent to the editor-in-chief.

Prof. Hargest's resignation has been received with regret tempered by con­
cern for his welfare. Our appreciation for his many contributions to the Chronicle
as Editor-in-chief and Transatlantic Mails editor during the past decade cannot
be adequately expressed. His work in the field of transatlantic mails has brought
a new dimension to philatelic scholarship. We look forward to his return to these
pages as an author as frequently as his time and health permit.

Pleas~ note Prof. Hargest's remarks concerning correspondence and items
sent for analysis, and honor his requests in this regard.
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 77

The covers in the February issue involved use of the 3c 1851 stamp on mail
addressed to foreign countries. In the case of the first cover (Figure 1), the
stamp performed no function and was entirely wasted. By terms of the treaty
between the United States and Great Britain a transatlantic rate of 24c or
1/- was agreed on. The whole rate had to be paid and part payments were not
recognized, although prepayment was optional.

Figu,e ,

The handstruck "24" indicated the amount to be collected in cents, while
the manuscript "1/ -" expressed the same in sterling. Since the letter was con­
veyed by American packet, the U. S. post office share was 2lc' (5c internal plus
16c sea) , hence the debit to England. That the difference between the 24c
126 The Chronicle / May 197!l / Vol. 25, No.2



tot al postage and the 3c stamp is also 21c is an irrelevant coincidence that
might mislead those who are unfamiliar with foreign rates.

Figure 2

The stamp on the cover in Figure 2, however, did pay domestic postage
to the port of departure. This letter, as indicated by the "BOSTON B.R PK.T"
postmark on the reverse, went by Cunard ship Canada from Boston to Halifax,
where is was rated 5d cy. (4d stg.) due for packet postage between the ports.
The "U.D STATES/HALIFAX" markin g on th e back corresponds to the type
used at Liverpool on incoming transatl antic mail from the United States.

Not mentioned in the previous description is a notation on the reverse:
"The sum of 5c should have been paid by the sender-this is an underpay
that got by-Stanley B. Ashbrook." Ashbrook assumed-naturally but incorrectly­
that provisions of the U. S.-British treaty (in resp ect to the 5c U. S. int ernal
rate) applied to mail to Nova Scotia by Briti sh pack et. Actually th is service
was not at any time regulated by the treat y or subsequent articl es, so that
the U. S. postage involved was the domestic rate from the origin to the port
only. Later-sometime in the second half of 1854-the U. S. post office arbi tr arily
raised the internal rate on this class of mail to 5c, probably to correspond
with the intern al charge on letters in the British open mail.

I mention the note by Ashbrook, not to disparage an individua l who con­
tributed so much to our knowled ge of U. S. postal history, but to demonstrate
that there is still much to be discovered in th e field of classic U. S., and that
the proper mixture of curiosity and skepticism can lead to new explanations
and interpretations of old problems.

Solutions and comments were received from Mel Schu h and Cal Hahn.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
Th e intriguing cover in Figure 3 was submitted by H. Leon Ausspru ng

Jr . It is a 6c envelope which presumably originated in California and which is
addressed to "Mrs. Charlotte L. Wills/Washing ton/ Was hing ton Co./Penna."
Next to the envelope stamp single copies of the lc and 3c 1851 stamps are affixed.
The nota tion "April 23" is in ink; below it "1855" in pencil. Th e "PAID" in
oval handstamp is in red , the "PACIFIC EXPRESS" in blue, and all the re st
in black. Th e envelope stamp is cancelled by a "NEW-YORK/ MAY 24,"
which also ties the 3c. Both stamps have pen cancels which do not extend onto
the envelope. The "Due 7," "Due 4," and circular grid struck over the lc stamp are
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS <Continued from page 117)
South Carolina

335-E-I: 26Y2 black, WYD 1886. 2. (Augusta and Port Royal) .
Georgia

350-N-I : 25 Y2 b lack, 1877. Par tial. 12. (Savannah & Live Oak Agen t or R . R .) .
359-D-I: 27Y2 black, WYD 1885. 2. (Macon & Brunswick).
360-K-2: 26Y2 black, W YD 1886. 2. (Macon & Montgom ery) .

Ohio
561-N-2: 27Y2 bl ack, WY D 1882. 2. (Pittsburgh & 51. Lo uis Western Division ) .
567-5-2: D. Oval 33-22 x 24-13Y2 blue, W YD 1883. 17. (Balt imore and Ohio-Ch icago Di vision ).

Iowa
735-H -I : 25 blue, Ban kn ot c, NlJL. 14. (McGregor & 51. Paul R . R .)
761-D-2: 28 black, WYD 1884. 4. Par tial , E killer . (Ma r ion and Runn ing Wa ter) .
761-H -I : 30Y2 black, W YD 1884. 10. Possible Partial. •

Minnesota
869-1-1: 25 black, 1877. 8. (Melrose an d St . Pau l) .

California
985-D-I : Manuscr ip t N . P . C. R. R . WYD 1875. 15. (Nor th Pacific Coast Railroad) .
THE FOREIGN MAILS <Continued from page 125)
Illinois and Vanderbilt are possibilities. Illinois sailed from New York on May
19 and June 30, and on June 2 was in Havre. As Vanderbilt sailed from New
York on June 16, it cannot be she ."

Copy for this issue was sent in before th e deadline of 15 Decemb er. Mr.
Hubbard posted th e correction in London on 28 Decemb er , but it did not
reach th e editor until 9 January, too late to reach the Editor-in-Chief in tim e
for inclusion in th e February issue. This editor regrets that "it could not be made
in that issue.
are so heavily struck tha t they are impressed into th e stamp and envelope. There
is nothing on the reverse.

Figure 3

W ha t is the sequence of events explaining th e mark ings on th is cover?
Particularl y, why th e "Due 7" and "Due 4"? Wh ere were the stamps applied;
did New York refu se to accept th em; if so, why? Where did this envelope en ter
the mails? Why th e contradi ctory "PAID" and "Due 4"?

Your comments and interpretations will be most welcome, as I have only a
partial tentati ve explana tion to offer.
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United States Classics at
- Direct Sale at Fixed

Private
Prices -

Treaty

SCOTT #12
large margins
Extremely fine

PRICE: S350

SCOTT #14
LMge margins

Superb
PRICE: S150

scon #27
Margins all around

Superb
PRICE: 5350

scon #42
Ungummed

Well-centered
Extremely fine
PRICE: 5SOO

Scott #56-unpriced. A very rare block. Phitetebc Foundatron Cortlflcate. .
Price: S4000

H.rme" have, in addition to 'he .bove offering., I fine selection of United St.'e classics and r.rltie. for
..Ie by Privet. T,.ely.

A list i. available free from our Priva•• treaty Department .

- OFFERED SUBJECT UNSOLD-

H. R. HARMER, INC.
PRIVATE TREATY DEPARTMENT

6 West 48th Street
New York, N.Y. 10036

SELL IlY PRIVATE TREATY
Periodically Harmers issues a listing of U.S. Private Treaty offerings. If you wish to sell single rarities
why not take advantage of this highly successful method of selling .
We invite selections of qua lily Items, preferably Uniled States, Minimum value of any sending $1,000.




	Cover
	In This Issue
	Guest Privilege
	John Bouton's Posts-Their History and Handstamps

	1847 Period
	1847 Covers to the Maritime Provinces
	3c 1851-61: Plating Information

	1851-61 Period
	Color Study of the Three-Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-57 Issue
	The Single 12c Stamp of the 1851-1861 Issue on Cover
	Newly Reported Markings Associated with U.S. Mails
	The U.S. One Cent Stamp of 1851 to 1861: Bottom Marginal Cracks on Plates 2 and 3
	Errata-Neinken One Cent Book

	1861-1869 Period
	Ship Island, Mississippi, 1861-62
	Editorial
	Review: "Shanghai Postal Agency"
	The San Francisco Purser Marking
	Review: Article on Weill Brothers
	Plate Mo.Š3
	Plate Mo.Š4

	Bank Note Period
	New York Foreign Mail Cancellations

	Railroad Postmarks
	Editorial
	Railroad Markings

	Foreign Mails
	Editorial
	The British Open Mail Rate to Sardinia, 1852-1857
	Paid to the Frontier-Bremen Mail
	Addenda and Corrigenda (No. 76)
	Errata
	Addenda and Corrigenda (No. 77)

	The Cover Corner
	Editorial
	Answer to Problem Covers in Issue 77
	Problem Cover for This Issue


