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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor

1847 COVERS TO CANADA
CREIGHTON C. HART

This is th e fourth consecutive article abo ut 1847 covers to foreign countries
and th e final one. The basis for these articles is 469 covers to foreign countries,
being 173 to Europe, 38 to th e Maritime Provinces, 250 to Can ada and 8 "to
th e rest of the world." Although it is cus tomary to think of ma il to Uppe r and
Lower Canada as a simple opera tion of U. S. postage to the border and Canad a
postage beyond, th ere is much more to it. Fifteen cross border cove rs of special
po stal interest will be illust rat ed. A longer th an ave rage ar ticle will be required ,
which will be divided into three parts. Such a divi sion will permit a second 1847
article of divers e interest in each Chronicle as the series on foreign uses is con­
cluded.

Since the fir st article appeared, three additional covers to Europe have been
reported . There will , of course, b e oth er for eign uses reported in the future and
the fin al count may well be around 500. Although some covers may be added
to each group, the lar gest number of additions to previously unlisted covers un ­
doubtedly will be to Canada and to Eur ope .

The total to Can ad a includes 16 covers with uses after April 6, 1851, when
the U. S.-Can ad a agreeme nt went into effec t. From th at date for the fir st time
it was possible to pay in full postage from origin in one coun try to destinati on
in the other. The few cross b order 1847 covers known for this short peri od from
April 6, 1851, until Jul y 1, 1851, were the sub ject of Susa n Mcfronald's article
in the Aug ust 1970 Chronicle an d will not be discussed now . The remainin g
244 covers posted between July 1, 1847 and April 6, 1851, are the basis for thi s
ar ticle .

LOWER

, ,,,

MAINE

From Revolutionary tim es the U. S. domest ic ra te to the border only, ac­
cording to distance involved , had applied on letters to Canad a. The Canadi an
postage from the border to destination was collec ted from the addressee. On
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July 1, 1845, th e complicated U. S. ra tes by distance were reduce d to 5c for dis­
tances up to 300 miles and 10c for distances from 300 to 1500 miles.

For collectors of classic covers who do not specialize in the 1847 issue, a
cover to Canada with a 5c stamp (Cover A) and a second cover with a 10c stam p
(Cover B) make an attractive album page or two. Two such covers almost tell
the entire postal history story of our first issue-not all, just almost all. Th e two
covers show the 5c and lOc do mestic rates by distance and in addition the pre­
vailing practice of foreign postage du e from th e addressee.

•

Cover A. The 5c cover is postma rked 5aratoga Spr ings, March 17 (1851) al Ihe domeslic single rale 10 the
border, less than 300 miles distant . Canadian postage due from the addressee is shown by the "4'12" in
manuscript.

Littl e difficulty should be encountered in obtai ning an 1847 cover to Canada
but covers with a sin gle Sc stamp are in short supply. Of the 84 Sc covers only
44 have a single stamp; the other 40 have multipl es to pay the 10c rat e. With
patience you may be able to get a 5c cover addressed to an individual (Cove r A).
Few 1847 letters have conten ts that are strictly personal.

Th e Sc cover to Canada th at is illustrated is typical of personal letters of
the period. At one end Mrs. Pap ineau has noted th e date received, March 20th
18S1. She must have been of French descent because she not ed "Repondue
March 23rd. "

On my list are seven Sc covers to Mrs. Papineau with the earliest November
13, 1848 and the latest th e one illustr ated March 17, 1851. Of the seven covers,
I have color slides of the four dated November 13, 1848, December 9, 1850,
February 3, 1851 and th e one illustrated. If any reader owns any of the other
three used March S, 1849, December 24, 1849 and January 25, 18S1, I'd ap­
preciate hearing from him .

In another hand at th e end of the envelope, there is a "No. 14" which may
represent a chronological sequence by yea rs. If so, a grea t many are missing,
since a "No. 34" has been noted. There may be Papineau covers besides th e ones
I list . If so, I'd like to know about them, especially if th e origina l letters are en­
closed. It may be possibl e to recreate another mid-19th century human int erest
story.

Many nam es th at were prominent during the 1847 period are now forgott en
or remembered by only a few. Louis-Joseph Amedee Papineau , to whose wife
the letters were addressed, was an early writer of romant ic French-Canadi an fic­
tion. Much more notabl e was his father, Louis-Joseph Pap ineau (1786-1871). The
elder Pap ineau was p rominent in French-Canadian politi cs and is best remem­
bered as a leader of th e Rebellion of 1837 in Lower Canad a. In 1823, while
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Papineau was speaker of th e Assembly, another faction headed by Lord Dal­
housie was working sur reptitiously to bring about th e union of Upper and Lower
Can ad a. Papineau realized thi s would make a single British province pre­
dom inat ely E nglish and this he opposed.

A series of radi cal events led to th e Reb ellion of 1837 and whe n Papineau's
name was included in warrants for arrests he fled to th e United States. From
th e Uni ted Stat es he went to Paris and while there he "imbibed th e rep ub lican
and anti-clerical opinions of adva nced lib erals ." Papineau returned to Canad a in
1844 followin g the Amnes ty Act. In 1848 he was re-elected to the Assembly but
"he found his influence was gone and he ret ired from politi cs in 1854." 1

The first 1847 cover is da ted in 1848 and the last in 1851, an important
period in Papineau's career. While in exile in the United Stat es he tr ied to se­
cure th e intervention of the United States for the invasion of Lower Canada. He
fail ed in thi s but are some of these letters to Mrs. Papinea u really intended for
her father-in-law? Perhap s th ey are from family or friends left behind at
Sara toga Springs. The mystery is increased because none of th e '47 envelopes have
contents. Are the con tents missing because they were personal or contained
political intrigue?

Our members will recall the Mrs . George Evans 10c bisect covers from her
hu sband Senator George Evans at Gardiner , Main e. That story was put togeth er
by Susan McDonald with th e help of Ezra Cole who vividly remembered a
profit abl e summer in Vermont when the bisects were discovered. Lester Down­
ing's article describing the Julia Fuller- Samuel Damon tend er but sad romance
was recalled from an origina l find of 60 old 5c 1847 cove rs. Th e Papineau covers
begin in late 1848 with th e last one in early 1851. There may be anothe r story
here that can be brou ght to life 125 years after it happened because of the sur­
viving 1847 envelopes if the missing con tents can be locat ed.

This cover (8) was mailed in New York Cily more Ihan 300 mil es from Ihe border so IOc domeslic poslage
was required . Carried in the open mail to the Lewistown P. O. wh ich exchanged with the Queenston, P. O.
Rated "4 V2" pence Canad ian postage due to St. Catherines, less than 60 miles from the border . Mailed at
New York November 23rd and arrived Ihe 25lh al Queenslon.

Most of th e 1847 cove rs are bu siness letters and the Th omas R. Merritt
(Cover B) correspondence is th e most numerous of all the cross border covers.
Thirty of th e 234 are to th is addressee and invariabl y are neatly written and at­
tract ive. The one illustr ated is typical of cross bord er covers requiring the 10c
ra te for distances over 300 miles. Most Canad a receiving marks are on the fron t

1 Norah Story. Th e Oxford Compall ioll to Callad iall H ist ory alld Lit eratu re, pp . 623-624.
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as is this one. The artistic appearance is increased when the two postmarks are
in different colors: the New York is red and Queenston is black. This Merritt
letter made average tim e to the border, having been mailed in New York Novem­
ber 23rd and reaching Queenston, Upper Can ad a, the 25th.

The routing of cross border mail and th e problems it sometimes created for
the public is clearly illustrated by three covers (Covers C, D & E ), all to a
law firm in Brockville, U. C. First, you will notice th e postal differenc e between
the covers and th en by referring to th e Laws and Regulati ons of the Post Office
Department for 1847, we will find th e reasons for th ese differences.

Cover C required only the IDe U. S. postage from New York City to Brockville, U. C. because Mr. Richards'
correspondent routed the letter via Morristown, N. Y. Brackville is ius' across the border from Morristown
on the Upper St. Lawrence River. (Se e map). Because of the proximity of the two towns no Canada postage
is due from the addressee. 1849 use . (J. King Horner Collection).

Cover C is from New York to Brockville, Canada "via Morristown , St.
Laurence [sic] Co. N. Y." The addressor wrote "via Morristown" because the
Brockville and Morristown post offices excha nge d cross border mail. Just th e
narrow upper St. Lawrence river divides th e two towns . (See map ). The only
postage required is a lOc U. S. stamp, because the two towns are so close to each
other th at no Canada postage is du e from the border. If th ere were, it would
be shown in manuscript as on Cover D. Cover D is also from New York to Brock­
ville but it has a Queenston, U. C., receiving mark and " lllf" in manuscript. The
11Jfd represents Can adian postage du e from the border to Brockville. Even
though both covers are from New York to Brockville, on one th ere is no Canadian
postage du e while on th e oth er there is 1Dkl du e, about 19c. The third cover
(Cover E) is also from New York addres sed to the same "Messrs. Rich ards &
Buell, Att y's at Law" but to Morristown, N. Y. instea d of to Brockville, Canada.

Th e Laws and Regulati ons for 1847 give in detail th e exchange offices
for mail to Canada and how th e mail was to be charged and routed. Mail was
exchan ged at th ese frontier points, listed in geogra phical order from east to
west in Chapter 65, Section 476:

Maine
H oulton
Rob bin stown

Vermont
Der by Line
Hi gh gat e
Bu rlington

Ne w York
White H all
Plattsburgh
R ou se's Poi nt
Fort Covington
Ogdensburg
Morristown

Cape Vince n t
R och ester
Lewistown

M ichigan
Det roi t
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Other offices were "also, New York City and Albany, by special arrangement,
with Toronto, Kingston, and Mon trea l." The "spe cial arrangem ent" refers to
bags of through mail that were mad e up at New York City and Albany to go
unopened until excha nged at Toro nto, Kingston, and Montreal.

Chapter 65, Sect ion 478, sta tes th at "Le tte rs placed in any office in th e
United Stat es, addressed to offices in Ne w Brunswick and Canada, are to be
rated with th e proper postage to th e United Stat es lin e."

Chapter 15, Section 120, provides: "The distance according to which postage
is chargeabl e, is that on the post road from one office to anoth er, upon which the
mail is conveyed. " Section 121 continues: "Le tte rs should in all cases be sent by
th e most exped itious routes, unl ess otherwise ordered by the person sending the
same." (Italics added.)

E ach of th e three letters to Richards & Buell is a business letter and from
a different client. Because each client used a different form in ad dr essing his
letter , these three covers demonstrate how the cross border regu lations were fol­
lowed . Cover C is from J. J. Nicoll &. Co. who thoughtfully "ordered" the lett er
routed via Morristown which is just across from Brookville as you see on th e
map. Because of the pr oximity of th e two towns no Can ad a postage was du e from
the Richards firm.

1 , /

P f;.,.L.. c"{'/

I I -

Cove r 0 w en t from Ne w York City to Brackville in the open mail via Queenston , U. C., w hich the U. S.
P. O. D. con sidered the mo st ex pedit ious route to Upp er Canada. Brackvi lle is more than 200 mil es from
the bo rd er at Qu eenston so an addi tiona l I Ph d (19c) po sta ge was collecte d from th e ad dressee. 1848 use .
(J. King Horn er Co llect ion ).

Cover D is a letter from Chester M. Connolly who apparently didn 't know
of th e ad vantage of sending his letter via Morri stown. The "most expe ditious"
route to Upper Canada in the ope n mail was through the Lewistown, N. Y.,
post office which exchanged mail with Qu eenston. The Lewistown-Queenston
exchange obviously is not th e shortest route to all points in Upper Canada. Th e
U. S. P. O. D. took many factors into account in selecting tha t rout e as the
most expeditious. Amon g these were availab le transportation faciliti es and fre­
quency of servi ce. Because instruct ions to postm asters were strict against delay
and insistent on prompt despat ch of mails, th e usual practice was to for ward
mail b y th e next ava ilable departure, eve n if th e route concern ed was not the
most direct geographica lly. Because of the daily frequency of service on the
New York-Alb an y-Lewistown route, this wa s the normal choice for mai l to Upper
Canada.

The Lewistown-Queenston exchange was satisfacto ry for the majority of
localiti es in Upper Canada, but was very circuitous for places eas t of Lake On­
tario , as th e map shows. When applied to such destinations as Cover D, thi s
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routing put letters into the Qu eenston post office which is more than 200 miles
from Brockville. The Canadi an rate for mail going between 200-300 miles was
llJfd. Thi s letter probabl y took longer in transit than did Cover C and cost 19c
more.

Cover t 1$ to Messrs. Kicnaras & Buell at Morristown, N. Yo, zppare ntly used as a business address for
some of their clients. Letters addressed to Morristown required only U. S. postage. A postal clerk crossed
out the "5" in the day date mistaking it for the 5 cent rate wh ich he corrected with a "10" in ink to
ref lect the 10c rate. 1848 use . (J . King Horner Collection).

Cover E is from client Ramson G. Williams of New York City as th e docket­
ing at the left end shows. This letter to Messrs. Richards & Buell is to Morris­
town, N. Y. instead of to Brockville, U. C. Evidently, Messrs. Richard s & Buell
were wise in postal ways as well as in law. By giving the Morris town, N. Y.,
post office address to some of their U. S. clients only U. S. postage was required.
This avoided having letters go via Queenston from the clients who were not
familiar with the cross border exchange offices. Of course, saving the 19c Canadi-

I
..'I ",/

• l

l,l -,

Cover F is postmarked Auburn, N. Y. March 12, (1850). Queenston, U. C., received it March 13, Kingston
backstamped it March 16 and Brockville f inally received and back stamped it March 20th.
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an postage that ensued on lett ers via Queenston was also a factor. It took only a
short trip across the border to pick up th eir mail at the Morristown post office.

The public usually-but not always- got 2 day transit to the border (Cover
B). Cover F is another letter to the Rich ards firm , this one from Auburn, N. Y.,
only about 150 miles from Morristown. Because the sender did not request the
Morristown route it went to Qu eenston. This letter left Auburn Mar ch 12, reached
Qu eenston March 13, was ba ckstamped in transit at Kingston March 16 and
continued to Brockvi lle wh ere it was backstamped March 18. (See map). It ar­
rived after 6 days in transit with lllf pen ce du e. If the address or had written
"via Morristown," it would have gone th e shor ter route without any Canadian
po sta ge du e.

Most of the cross border mail, of course, went th e expecte d way as did
covers A & B. There are, however, a few cross border covers besid es those dis­
cuss ed here th at went the lon g way around because th e sende r did not specify
a shorter rou te.

(To be continued)

CAVE JOHNSON, THE 1847 POSTMASTER GENERAL

CREIGHTON C. HART AND SUSAN M. McDONALD

Th e period from 1847 to 1851 whe n the first genera l issue of U. S. postage
stamps was conceived , executed, and put to use was also a time during which
many distin gui shed American s in letters , politics, educa tion, an d oth er field s
worked and flourished . In literature an d the arts such noteworthy talents as
Longfellow, Thoreau , Nathaniel Hawthorne, Stephen Foster, and Harriet Beecher
Stow e were active. Other newsmakers were scientists and promoters like Samuel
B. Morse and Corneliu s Vand erbilt. Henry Clay was an important figure on the
political scene, and Lincoln's caree r was beginning to rise.

Any of these individuals could have used the new stamps on their corres­
pondence, but, if they did, few such covers hav e survived. The handful of known
1847 covers to or from mid-nineteen th century VIP's (Longfellow, Hamilton
Fish, and similar figures) hav e extra interest b y reason of the prominence of their
writers or recipients, regardless of their strictly philat elic significance.

Other correspondences consisting of large accumulations of 1847 covers
received by business firms ma y acquire recognition beca use of the variety of
ma terial they afford for study. In the case of a series of 1847 covers from one
ordinary citizen to another, such a correspondenc e may have interest and value
because it offers postal history insights or reveals a human interest background.

The covers illustrated here are in a special categor y because of their unique
association with the 1847 issue. Th ey are folded letters to and from Cav e John­
son , who was Postmaster General wh en the 1847 stamps were issued.

Johnson was a long-t ime political associate of James Polk, and was also
from Tennessee. He was born in 1793 at Springfie ld , Tenn. , and as a youth
served under the command of Andrew Jackson in the Creek campaigns. He was
educa ted at Cumberl and College in Nashville, and then studied law and went
into pr actice. He was elected representati ve to Congress in 1829 and serve d until
1845, except for th e two years from 1837 to 1839. As Polk's close friend and ad­
viser, Johnson was instrumental in securing the Democratic nomination for him
in 1844. In recognition of this serv ice, Polk appointed Johnson to his cabinet as
Postmaster Gen eral. Johnson held th is appointme nt from March 7, 1845, unti l
the end of Polk's single term in March 1849.

After Polk left th e pr esidency, Johnson returned to Clarksville, Tenn . to
practice law. In succeeding yea rs he was a circuit judge and held a high bank­
ing position. During the Civil War members of his family supp orted the Con­
fed erate caus e. Afterwards he receive d a pardon from Pr esident Andrew John­
son, but was never theless denied his elec ted seat in th e Tennessee Senate in
1866 because of his Confederate sympathies. He died at Clarksville in November
of the sam e year.
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