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INTENSIVE CARE!
In our vocabulary it has nothing to do with a

hospital. Itls descriptive, however, of our han

dling of collections, large and small and of indi

vidual items consigned to us for auction .

If you want your stamps and covers to receive

the intensive care they deserve, then put them

in our hands for sale and they will receive the

true professional treatment they deserve.

Despite increasing costs, our terms for sale are

unchanged. We make a simple commission

charge of 20% on total realization - no lotting

fees, - no other charges. A liberal INTEREST

FREE advance can be given if desired .

ROBERT A. SIEGEL
AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

120 East 56th St. New York, N.Y. 10022



AUTHORITATIVE PHILATELIC LITERATURE
UNITED STATES

Postal History
Chicago Postal History, edited by Harvey M. Karlen

191 pa ges, cloth, 1971 regu lar edition $1 7.50
de luxe ed ition $22.50

Color ad o Postal Histo ry: the Post Off ices, by Baue r, Ozment & Willard
248 pages, clo th, 1971 $15.00

Colonial Pos ts in the United States of Amer ica, 1606-1783, by Horo w ics and lo we
52 pages, paper , 196 7 $4.50

Posta l Histor y of Mississippi, Stampless Pe riod , 1799-1860, by Bruce Oa kle y J r.
290 pages, cloth 196 9, edition of 300 copies $25 .00

Post Off ices of Oregon, Wash ington, and Idah o , by Dr. Robert l. landis
251 pa ges, cloth, 1969 $2 5. 00

Ame rican Stampless Cover Catalog , edited by E. N. Samp so n
225 pages, cloth, 197 1 $ 10.00

The Consu l Ge neral 's Shang hai Posta l Ag ency, 1867-1907, by Koffsk y
46 page s, pape r, 1972 , on e pe r custome r $0 .60
if or de red as onl y item from thi s advertise me nt $ 1.50

Transport
Ad ve rtiseme nts of lowe r Mississippi River Steambo ats, 18 12-1920 compi led by

leonard V. Huber, 100 pages, cloth , 19 59 mostly on the 1840 -18 70
pe riod, complements lytle and Kle in $15.00

Merchan t Ste am Vesse ls of the United States, 180 7-1868, by William M. l yt le
29 4 pag es , cloth p lus three pape r su pplem en ts, 1952 $4 0.00

Handstam ps of We lls, Fargo & Co., 1852-1895, by John F. leutzinger
2 73 pages, ring binder, 1968 plu s 1971 supplement $ 12. 50

1971 supple me nt on ly $3.50
Franks of the Western Express by Mel Nathan . req ular ed ition $1 7.50

de luxe ed ition $22 .50

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA
Memoirs of Jo hn H. Reagan, Postmaster General of the Confederacy autobi-

ogr aph y, 36 1 pag es, clot h, 1968, reprint, new index $9 .50
Regi ster of the Confederate Debt, by Raphael P. Thian

190 pages, clo th, 1972 rep rint, mostly numi sm ati c $ 15. 00

AUTOGRAPHS AND FRANKS
Anecdotes Abo ut 10 1 Disting uished Ameri cans, by Theodore A. Stevens

264 pages, paper, 1964 $6.00
Four Hundred Years of British Autog raphs, by Ray Raw lins

188 pages, clo th, 197 0, some Colonia I inte re st $9 .50

CANADA
Posta l Histo ry

Can ad a Post Offi ces, 1755-1 895, by Fran k W. Campbell
191 pag es, cloth, 1972 $ 15.00

NORTH AMERICA
Encycloped ia of Empire Postag e Stamps, Volume Five , North Ame rica abou t

700 pages, cloth , anticipated pu b lication, Dec. I , 1973
lib ra ry edi tion , 4,000 cop ies $40 .00 *
d e luxe ed itio n, 20 0 copies $50 .00 *

Ord ers at this time are recommended for bo th ed ition s

* Price sub ject to cha nge w ith value of dolla r

LEONARD H. HARTMANN
POST OFFICE BOX 21397 LOUISVILLE, KY. 40221
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--UNITED STATES COVE,RS
Selected for Unusual Eye Appeal

"HARTLAND, MICH."-"5" in rich d eep GREEN, supe rb tiny b lue folded stampless
lette r. A GEM I I I I .$25

"LAWRENCEBURG and UPPER MISSISSIPPI Railroad Co." - Str iking BLU E & WHITE
Illustrated (R. R. train) Cor. Card, on super b immaculate white sta mp less cove r
w ith light re adable Or ange "LAWRENCEBURGH, IND." & "PAID 3" in circle ma rk-
ings. An absolute GEM I ! I I I . $150

"PHILADELPHIA 5 PAID & EAGLE" ad he sive tied by mss . initial s to V. F. blue
folded lette r with sha rp b lue "PHILA., PA. - 5 cts ." pm k. Once recognized as
genuine prov isional , me nt ioned in Luff boo k. NOT GENUINE PROVISIONAL, but
intrig uing reference item. - . $250

# 9 - (1c Blue - Block of 3) - V. G. to V. F., neatly tied by sharp b lue - "BELOIT,
WIS-SEP. 23" pm k., to V. F. cre amco lored cover . Beauty! .$ 85

# 10- (Rich Copper Brown) - Bit cut in, tied by brillant Red " PO UGHKEEPSIE, N. Y."
pmk. to folded w hite letter. Another beauty I I I I $25

# 10 - (Rich color) - V. F. copy, t ied by 2 clear strike s of tr ue GREEN - " LYNCH-
BURG, VA." pm k. to folded ligh t b lue letter. A"ractive $50

# 10 - (Rich COPPER BROWN) - F.-V. F. copy , tied by bright blu e " PHILA., Pa."
pmk. to V. F. blue fo lded let te r w ith f ine # 15 L 14 tied by blue smudge cancel.
Very stri king I ! ! $75

# 10 - (Block of 4) - Bright 1856 color, slightl y cut in, tied by " NEW YORK, N. Y."
pm ks. to legal s ized cover , ne at ly red uced to no rmal size wi thout alter ing ad d ress ,
pmk., etc., w ith small corner repair . Most artraetlve and rare, en dorsed o n rev erse
by ASHBROOK: "1856 Orange Brown color - a block of 4 in this shade is
probably unique!" . $650

# 17 - (12c Black) - Sligh tly cut in, neatl y tied by brigh t b lue "CINCINNATI, 0."
pm k. to V. F. appearing , slightl y refo lded, ye llow- o range cove r wi th striking blue
e mbossed INS. CO. corne r card . A BEAUTY I ! $100

# 12 (5c Red Brown) & # 14 (10c Green) - V. F. 4 marg in cop ies, black g rid cance ls,
t ied by black " NEW YORK" pm k. an d black French recei ving mark to V. F. folded
blue letter to France , w ith red "NEW-PAID-YORK-1 2" pm k., "May 27, 1857" use .
Str iking ova I co rne r card . Rare & beautiful .$ 550

# 2 1 _ (1c Ty. III) _ Wide top ma rg in, 1/16" of ne xt stamp below bottom pe rfs,
so full design shows, touches left yet striking copy, tied by red "BOSTON, MASS."
pmk . & bla ck "PAID" in g rid , to V. F. folded w hite circula r $185

MANY OTHER SIMILAR COVERS IN STOCK - WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE??

Installment pa yment terms are ava ilable, if so desired. No interest or car rying
charge s. Will send ma te rial on approv al w ith pro pe r re fe ren ces .

APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522
T HE CHRONICLE, published by the U.S. P hi la te lic Classi cs Society , Inc., a t Washington W est Hou se,
Fult on , Mo. 65251. Se cond-class postage paid a t Fulton , Mo. Subscr ip tion price $14 .00. A year 's sub
scription Is Includ ed In m embership In th e U.S . Philatelic Clas sics Society, w ith $7.50 of each
m ember 's du es apportioned to publica tion of 'I'li e Chr onicle. Printed In the Un ited States of Amer ica.
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Hobson Lowe Ltd.

SEPTEMBER 7th-General at Bournemouth . 11th and 12th Great
Britain . 25th-Scand ina via . 26th-Brit ish Emp ire.

OCTOBER 5th-Gen er al at Bourn em outh. 9th-British West Indies
an d British Nor th Ame rica. 10th- Europe and As ia. 23rd to
26th-Europe an Classics in Basle .

~.

Hold regular auctions which always include fine classics
The NEW SEASON schedule commences with the following sales:

~
,~:

T he

In selling any good stamps it pays to contact ROBSON LOWE because:

1. It is a business which has been established over fifty years and consequently has
the know-how, the contacts and the experience to offer your stamps to clients
most likely to be interested .

2. Through our two house journals The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain and The
Philatelist, as well as with public advertising through our International Agencies
we give better publicity to treasures coming up for sale than any other method
of sale possibly could.

3. Handsome souvenir catalogues are prepared for really important single col
lections thus providing the vendor with a treasured record of his prized pos
sessions. In the past season, fifteen such catalogues were produced.

4. Prompt, professional service and friendly courtesy in all our dealings.

5 . Experts in all fields of philately and postal history are on our staff so none of
your gems is overlooked or sold for a song.

6. Early settlement.

Members of our team attend all Exhibitions of importance and will
be pleased to give help, advice and guidance upon request .

Our printed Terms of Business are available.

The Annual Subscription for Overseas Auction Catalogs
(Sales in London and Basle) by Airmail in U.S. $25.

and for

Bournemouth Stamp Auction Sales by Airmail U.S. $14.

BUYING OR SELLING CONTACT

Hobson Lowe Ltd.
50 PALL MALL
LONDON SWI Y 5 JZ
ENGLAND

GRANVILLE CHAMBERS
or RICHMOND HILL

BOURNEMOUTH BHl 1DQ ENGLAND

Overseas correspondents sending property for sale can avoid V alue A dde d Tax
com plications by inclu ding the V.A.T. No . (239/ 4486/31) after our name on the
outside of the package. If sending by freight (air or surface) please secure th e
appropriate labels from us before sending.
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Th e familiar heading above is reproduced as it appeared on the first issue
of the 3c '51-'57 Chronicle (the orig inal name of this journal), published July 25,
1948. Th e officers at that time were William W. Hicks, president, W. C. Stewart,
secret ary-treasurer, and J. Ayer, C. A. Pfahl , and J. M. Schwartz, dir ectors. Dr.
Carroll Chase was listed as an honorary memb er. Rich ard McP. Cab een was a
contributing editor and Tracy W. Simpson was editor and publisher . Of all those
names the only one left on the current membership rost er is that of Tracy W.
Simpson.

Tracy was the first editor of the Chronicle and the one with the longest
tenure, serving fift een years in that capacity. With this issue we mark the
Chronicle's twenty-fifth anniversary. This is an appropriate occasion to salute
the individual whose dedication and competence were decisive factors in en
couraging the Society to grow and thrive.

I have never met Tracy and know him only through correspondence, but his
generosity and helpfulness shine there, too . It is a real privilege to try to do the
job that was once his. The tributes that follow have been written by some of th e
fellow members and friends who have shared with Tracy the accomplishments
of a quarter century.

S. M. McD .
o e e

As the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society celebrates its 25th Anniversary we
can look back with pride and satisfaction to the accomplishments of these 25
years. Our contributions in philatelic research on U. S. classic stamp s and
postal history have been noted and applauded throughout U. S. philately.

It is most appropriate, therefore, that we pay special tribute to the pion eers
who created the original "3 Cent '51-'57 Unit" and developed it during the
early years wh en the goin g was tough. Th ere was no more important job in th ese
134 T he Chronicle / Augus t 1973 / Vol. 25, No.· 3·
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early days than that of Editor of Th e Chronicle. Tracy Simpson did this job
supe rbly for the first 15 years.

I regret that I was a late com er to the Society but once I was a member the
study of Tracy Simpson's book United Stat es Postal Markings, 1851 to 1861 and
past issues of Th e Chronicle contributed greatly to the development of my inter
est in th e cla ssics and especially the study of for eign mail rates which will con 
tinue as long as I collect. I became acquainted with Tracy through correspon
dence about exciting discoveries which we re duly reported for publication in
Th e Chronicle. Later I had the great pleasure of visiting with him bri efly at his
home in Berk eley.

I am delighted to join with the many friends and admirers who ar e honor
ing Tracy Simpson by dedicat ing this our 2.5th Anniversary Issu e to him, thank
ing him for his never ceasing effor ts in behalf of th e Society and wishing him
well for the future.

Melvin W, Schuh, President

o

Robson Lowe has quite rightly said that sta mp collecting contain s two
branches: its scien ce-philately , and its humanity-postal history. The stu dy of
United States postal issues and postal history during the 1851-1861 decade has
produced perhaps four men who ar e expe r t in both branches of the art:
Carroll Chase, Stanley B. Ashbrook, Elliott Perry, and certainl y not least , Tracy
W. Simpson.

Tracy first became interested in th e period during the ear ly 1920s wh en
Dr. Chase's articles on th e 3c issue began to appear in the American Philat elist ,
and through the years he built up wha t is possibly the finest existing reconstruc
tion of the 3c 1851 imperforate plat es. He worked closely with Dr. Chase in
plating th e 3c perforat ed Type IIa and Typ e IT stamps and has, in consequence,
become the premi er student of this issue. In 1939 the quality of th ese collections
was recogni zed when he received the gra nd award for th em at the American
Phil at elic Society's annual convention in San Francisco.

Fortunately for th e rest of us, it was at about thi s tim e that he began to
write for the philatelic press. Encyclopedic knowledge of the field coupled with
his prior expe rience as a technical wr iter for eng ineering journals have produced
a body of work that is exte nsive, lucid, and accurate, and which has extende d
our knowledge of both stamps and postal history imm easurably.

All of these men differ ed from the run-of-th e-mill philat elic author in that
they brought to the sub ject a scientific method which held th at there was no
substitu te for research with origina l docum entary sour ces rather than spe cula
tion that might grow out of the appearance of one stamp or one cover.

In 1948 Tracy became th e editor and publisher of Th e Chron icle, official
publication of the 3c 1851-1857 Unit which later was to becom e th e United
States Phil at elic Classics Society. From Jul y 25, 1948, wh en Volume I, No. I
appeared, to February 20, 1963, he wr ote all or subs tantial parts of 44 cons ecu
tive issues of Th e Chr onicle; from that dat e, when Th e Chronicle was expande d
to include the 1847 and 1861 issues, until May 1969, he continued to edit or
write th e sec tion devoted to th e 1851-1861 issue, comprising anothe r 18 issues.

His int erests include not only th e stamps of the period, but also all aspects
of its postal histo ry. At an early dat e he began accumulating records con cerning
all of the postal markings found in conjunct ion with the use of st amps during
this decad e. In 1959 he complete d and published his ma gnificent book on postal
histor y, United States Postal Markings and Related Mail Services 1851 to 1861.
In spite of being out of print for man y yea rs, it remains the "Bible" of the sub
ject it covers and is an indispen sable tool for tho se who collect in this ar ea. As a
result of his writing he has been awarde d both the Chase and Ashbrook cups,
two of the highest awards in philat ely.
136 The Chron icle / Aug us t 1973 / Vol. 25, No. 1\



· Tracy's one disagreement with some of the early giants of philat ely con
cerned the unfortunat e tendency of a few of th em to mix vitriol with their argu
ments when others differed with their opi nion s. He believes th at a full excha nge
of informat ion and theory is an abso lute necessity to problem solving, but that
there is never an excuse for bad temper or personal innuendo wh en presenting
a point of view.

Tracy "V. Simpson is a scholar , a gentleman and a true fri end of philat ely.

Thomas J. Alexander

o o o

When ea r th 's last sta m p is printed,
And the co lors faded and go ne,
The pa per b ri ttl e , worm-eaten . forlorn ,
We'll miss h is helpful aid to us a ll , ever a nd anon.

The writer first becam e aware of th e philatelic reno wn of Tracy Simpson
one wa rm night in the Spring of 1951 at the home of John Ayer in W est Med ford,
His guest that evening was no less than our revered Bill Hicks, Together they
told of the form ation of a new group to further th e knowledge and int erest of
collectors in th e three cent stamp of 1851 and the important part that Tracy
Simpson was taking in the same. Man y of us know of the persuasiveness of
Bill and th e writer soon found that he was enro lled in the project and also had
becom e the Editor of the Ch airman 's Chatter , a position which he held for the
next sixtee n years.

Tracy Whittemore Simpson was a true son of th e W est but tr aced his
ances try back to the Whittemore family of ea rly New E ng land colonial days.
We first met him at our initial conve ntion in Philad elphia, Jul y 5th to 8th. Almost
th e fir st words of his talk that eve ning took a good natured rap at our Eastern
pronunciation of route as root and said that in spite of bein g here in th e East
he was going to pronounce it in the western way as Route as in shout. He had
planned to fly East to our convention but a delay made him miss th e plane.
The plane crashed on th e flight with loss of life and Tracy was off of airplane
travel after that.

He spoke of his fascin ati on with the th ree cent stamp of 1851 whi ch hit
him shortly after reading Dr. Carroll Chase's book on that stamp, He men
tioned th e various colors in which the stamp appear ed, the various plates and
their different cha racteristics, th e recutting of the plat es, th e guide dots and
shifte d transfers . How it led him to study th e stamp an d the great variety of
different aspe cts by which to collect the sta mp on covers, the railroad post
marks, and their route age nts, which brought about our decision to call our
members Route Age nts . Also th e different townmarks, running from straightline
to fancy and th e common circular. He mentioned the postmarks which imitated
the Boston sma ll Paid, (of which he mad e a sma ll coll ection but which was
almost complete), an d many more wa ys in which one could form most interest
ing collections.

At our second Conventi on , Jul y 4th to 6th , in 1957, again at Philad elphia,
he was unabl e to be present du e to the illn ess of his wife, but he sen t on a
specialize d collection of ten fra mes which was an eye opener to most of us.
In the meantime he had been enthusiastica lly suppo rting Ch uck Remele in the
writing of Rernele's book on United States Railroad Postmarks whic h appeared
in 1958 and at once proved to b e a classic. Tracy furnished many of his covers
for illustration of the postmarks in the book.

In 1959 he published his book on Unite d States Postal Markings and Related
iUail Services, 1851 to 1861. The book was an immediate success and soon the
edition was completely sold out. After Dr. Ca rroll Chase's book on the three
cent stamp, Tracy's book b ecam e almost a seco nd Bibl e for all collectors of
th e stamp, and his ar ticle on the letters on the foreign mail sta rted Mel Schuh,
T he Chronicle / Aug ust 1973 / Vol. 25, :-\0. 3 137



and, we suspect , George Hargest in the very serious collecting of these covers
and the means of exposing original covers which had been altered to greatly
increas e their value. During all this time Tracy had served as Editor of the
Chronicle , contributing many articles, in all putting out 44 issues, the last on
February 20, 1963. The next issue was under the editorship of George E. Hargest.

Tr acy has continued his keen interest in the Society , which has grown
grea tly to become the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society. Many more articles
continued to appear from his pen, alw ays of pertinent interest, and showing
precise workmanship and reliability.

Th e members of the Society owe a gre at debt to Tracy W. Simpson for the
success of the Society, for non e can doubt that his efforts have been the back
bone of its success. To the writer it will always remain a living tribute to him.

Lester Downing
.. .. ..

Tracy is among my favorite philatelists. He is a qui et, unassuming ind ividual
of medium height and ruddy complexion who expresses ple asure for items
philatelic through his eyes which twinkle as a smile develops and small wrinkles
form around his eyes.

He was an electr ical engineer by profession, prior to retirement, accustomed
to the illustration and explanation of diff icult concepts in simple understandable
terms. He continued as a consultant to large industry until just recently.

I have really been with Tracy only a half dozen or so times. Th e most
memorable was about ten years ago when Hugh and I met Tr acy at the Marys 
ville bus station and visited the old mining towns and areas bordering Cali
fornia Route 49. Tr acy brought his geological maps of the area, which precisely
located the known mines and describ ed the outcroppings of rock along the road .
He left us at Sonora at th e end of the day.

During the trip he mentioned his disappointment about not gett ing a lot
at a Siegel auction (a 24c '60 cover with a Chicago Am. Pkt. marking). He just
didn't understand why someone would be willing to pay 50% more than his
bid! After he finished I pulled the cover from my pocket and showed it to him.
He just shook his head.

Tr acy's preciseness, his ability to tra ce accurately, and his intense interest
in and knowledge of the 3c 1851 stamp enabled him to be the outstanding Editor
of the first 44 issues of our Chronicle- a most necessary and vital contribution
to our young and growing philatelic organization.

Tr acy and I have excha nge d innumerable letters from the very first down
through our correspondence about his script for the 1851-61 slide shows. Most
were typ e-written using, I assume, the Simpson method. He 'x'ed out his mistakes
and interlin ed in the double spaced lines. He didn't waste words, but was always
generous in leaving room for the oth er person's point of view.

Wh en he felt that others should carryon, he asked to be relieved of his
responsibilities. He never short changed anyone.

As you can see, I literally love thi s man yet have never been able to ade
quately express it before.

John David Baker

.. .. ..
GIVE YOUR SPECIAL KNOWLEDGE AND SHARE YOUR EXPERTISE WITH YOUR SEC
TION EDITOR. THE INFORMATION THE CHRONICLE CONTAINS FOR YOUR INFOR·
MATION IS, REALLY, BASED ON A VARIATION OF THE " GOLDEN RULE."
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS TO CANADA
CREIGHTON C. HART

This is th e fourth consecutive article abo ut 1847 covers to foreign countries
and th e final one. The basis for these articles is 469 covers to foreign countries,
being 173 to Europe, 38 to th e Maritime Provinces, 250 to Can ada and 8 "to
th e rest of the world." Although it is cus tomary to think of ma il to Uppe r and
Lower Canada as a simple opera tion of U. S. postage to the border and Canad a
postage beyond, th ere is much more to it. Fifteen cross border cove rs of special
po stal interest will be illust rat ed. A longer th an ave rage ar ticle will be required ,
which will be divided into three parts. Such a divi sion will permit a second 1847
article of divers e interest in each Chronicle as the series on foreign uses is con
cluded.

Since the fir st article appeared, three additional covers to Europe have been
reported . There will , of course, b e oth er for eign uses reported in the future and
the fin al count may well be around 500. Although some covers may be added
to each group, the lar gest number of additions to previously unlisted covers un 
doubtedly will be to Canada and to Eur ope .

The total to Can ad a includes 16 covers with uses after April 6, 1851, when
the U. S.-Can ad a agreeme nt went into effec t. From th at date for the fir st time
it was possible to pay in full postage from origin in one coun try to destinati on
in the other. The few cross b order 1847 covers known for this short peri od from
April 6, 1851, until Jul y 1, 1851, were the sub ject of Susa n Mcfronald's article
in the Aug ust 1970 Chronicle an d will not be discussed now . The remainin g
244 covers posted between July 1, 1847 and April 6, 1851, are the basis for thi s
ar ticle .

LOWER

, ,,,

MAINE

From Revolutionary tim es the U. S. domest ic ra te to the border only, ac
cording to distance involved , had applied on letters to Canad a. The Canadi an
postage from the border to destination was collec ted from the addressee. On
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July 1, 1845, th e complicated U. S. ra tes by distance were reduce d to 5c for dis
tances up to 300 miles and 10c for distances from 300 to 1500 miles.

For collectors of classic covers who do not specialize in the 1847 issue, a
cover to Canada with a 5c stamp (Cover A) and a second cover with a 10c stam p
(Cover B) make an attractive album page or two. Two such covers almost tell
the entire postal history story of our first issue-not all, just almost all. Th e two
covers show the 5c and lOc do mestic rates by distance and in addition the pre
vailing practice of foreign postage du e from th e addressee.

•

Cover A. The 5c cover is postma rked 5aratoga Spr ings, March 17 (1851) al Ihe domeslic single rale 10 the
border, less than 300 miles distant . Canadian postage due from the addressee is shown by the "4'12" in
manuscript.

Littl e difficulty should be encountered in obtai ning an 1847 cover to Canada
but covers with a sin gle Sc stamp are in short supply. Of the 84 Sc covers only
44 have a single stamp; the other 40 have multipl es to pay the 10c rat e. With
patience you may be able to get a 5c cover addressed to an individual (Cove r A).
Few 1847 letters have conten ts that are strictly personal.

Th e Sc cover to Canada th at is illustrated is typical of personal letters of
the period. At one end Mrs. Pap ineau has noted th e date received, March 20th
18S1. She must have been of French descent because she not ed "Repondue
March 23rd. "

On my list are seven Sc covers to Mrs. Papineau with the earliest November
13, 1848 and the latest th e one illustr ated March 17, 1851. Of the seven covers,
I have color slides of the four dated November 13, 1848, December 9, 1850,
February 3, 1851 and th e one illustrated. If any reader owns any of the other
three used March S, 1849, December 24, 1849 and January 25, 18S1, I'd ap
preciate hearing from him .

In another hand at th e end of the envelope, there is a "No. 14" which may
represent a chronological sequence by yea rs. If so, a grea t many are missing,
since a "No. 34" has been noted. There may be Papineau covers besides th e ones
I list . If so, I'd like to know about them, especially if th e origina l letters are en
closed. It may be possibl e to recreate another mid-19th century human int erest
story.

Many nam es th at were prominent during the 1847 period are now forgott en
or remembered by only a few. Louis-Joseph Amedee Papineau , to whose wife
the letters were addressed, was an early writer of romant ic French-Canadi an fic
tion. Much more notabl e was his father, Louis-Joseph Pap ineau (1786-1871). The
elder Pap ineau was p rominent in French-Canadian politi cs and is best remem
bered as a leader of th e Rebellion of 1837 in Lower Canad a. In 1823, while
140 T he Chron icle / August 1973 / Vol. 25. No . 3



Papineau was speaker of th e Assembly, another faction headed by Lord Dal
housie was working sur reptitiously to bring about th e union of Upper and Lower
Can ad a. Papineau realized thi s would make a single British province pre
dom inat ely E nglish and this he opposed.

A series of radi cal events led to th e Reb ellion of 1837 and whe n Papineau's
name was included in warrants for arrests he fled to th e United States. From
th e Uni ted Stat es he went to Paris and while there he "imbibed th e rep ub lican
and anti-clerical opinions of adva nced lib erals ." Papineau returned to Canad a in
1844 followin g the Amnes ty Act. In 1848 he was re-elected to the Assembly but
"he found his influence was gone and he ret ired from politi cs in 1854." 1

The first 1847 cover is da ted in 1848 and the last in 1851, an important
period in Papineau's career. While in exile in the United Stat es he tr ied to se
cure th e intervention of the United States for the invasion of Lower Canada. He
fail ed in thi s but are some of these letters to Mrs. Papinea u really intended for
her father-in-law? Perhap s th ey are from family or friends left behind at
Sara toga Springs. The mystery is increased because none of th e '47 envelopes have
contents. Are the con tents missing because they were personal or contained
political intrigue?

Our members will recall the Mrs . George Evans 10c bisect covers from her
hu sband Senator George Evans at Gardiner , Main e. That story was put togeth er
by Susan McDonald with th e help of Ezra Cole who vividly remembered a
profit abl e summer in Vermont when the bisects were discovered. Lester Down
ing's article describing the Julia Fuller- Samuel Damon tend er but sad romance
was recalled from an origina l find of 60 old 5c 1847 cove rs. Th e Papineau covers
begin in late 1848 with th e last one in early 1851. There may be anothe r story
here that can be brou ght to life 125 years after it happened because of the sur
viving 1847 envelopes if the missing con tents can be locat ed.

This cover (8) was mailed in New York Cily more Ihan 300 mil es from Ihe border so IOc domeslic poslage
was required . Carried in the open mail to the Lewistown P. O. wh ich exchanged with the Queenston, P. O.
Rated "4 V2" pence Canad ian postage due to St. Catherines, less than 60 miles from the border . Mailed at
New York November 23rd and arrived Ihe 25lh al Queenslon.

Most of th e 1847 cove rs are bu siness letters and the Th omas R. Merritt
(Cover B) correspondence is th e most numerous of all the cross border covers.
Thirty of th e 234 are to th is addressee and invariabl y are neatly written and at
tract ive. The one illustr ated is typical of cross bord er covers requiring the 10c
ra te for distances over 300 miles. Most Canad a receiving marks are on the fron t

1 Norah Story. Th e Oxford Compall ioll to Callad iall H ist ory alld Lit eratu re, pp . 623-624.
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as is this one. The artistic appearance is increased when the two postmarks are
in different colors: the New York is red and Queenston is black. This Merritt
letter made average tim e to the border, having been mailed in New York Novem
ber 23rd and reaching Queenston, Upper Can ad a, the 25th.

The routing of cross border mail and th e problems it sometimes created for
the public is clearly illustrated by three covers (Covers C, D & E ), all to a
law firm in Brockville, U. C. First, you will notice th e postal differenc e between
the covers and th en by referring to th e Laws and Regulati ons of the Post Office
Department for 1847, we will find th e reasons for th ese differences.

Cover C required only the IDe U. S. postage from New York City to Brockville, U. C. because Mr. Richards'
correspondent routed the letter via Morristown, N. Y. Brackville is ius' across the border from Morristown
on the Upper St. Lawrence River. (Se e map). Because of the proximity of the two towns no Canada postage
is due from the addressee. 1849 use . (J. King Horner Collection).

Cover C is from New York to Brockville, Canada "via Morristown , St.
Laurence [sic] Co. N. Y." The addressor wrote "via Morristown" because the
Brockville and Morristown post offices excha nge d cross border mail. Just th e
narrow upper St. Lawrence river divides th e two towns . (See map ). The only
postage required is a lOc U. S. stamp, because the two towns are so close to each
other th at no Canada postage is du e from the border. If th ere were, it would
be shown in manuscript as on Cover D. Cover D is also from New York to Brock
ville but it has a Queenston, U. C., receiving mark and " lllf" in manuscript. The
11Jfd represents Can adian postage du e from the border to Brockville. Even
though both covers are from New York to Brockville, on one th ere is no Canadian
postage du e while on th e oth er there is 1Dkl du e, about 19c. The third cover
(Cover E) is also from New York addres sed to the same "Messrs. Rich ards &
Buell, Att y's at Law" but to Morristown, N. Y. instea d of to Brockville, Canada.

Th e Laws and Regulati ons for 1847 give in detail th e exchange offices
for mail to Canada and how th e mail was to be charged and routed. Mail was
exchan ged at th ese frontier points, listed in geogra phical order from east to
west in Chapter 65, Section 476:

Maine
H oulton
Rob bin stown

Vermont
Der by Line
Hi gh gat e
Bu rlington

Ne w York
White H all
Plattsburgh
R ou se's Poi nt
Fort Covington
Ogdensburg
Morristown

Cape Vince n t
R och ester
Lewistown

M ichigan
Det roi t
142 T he Chroni cle / August 1973 / Vol. 25, No .3



Other offices were "also, New York City and Albany, by special arrangement,
with Toronto, Kingston, and Mon trea l." The "spe cial arrangem ent" refers to
bags of through mail that were mad e up at New York City and Albany to go
unopened until excha nged at Toro nto, Kingston, and Montreal.

Chapter 65, Sect ion 478, sta tes th at "Le tte rs placed in any office in th e
United Stat es, addressed to offices in Ne w Brunswick and Canada, are to be
rated with th e proper postage to th e United Stat es lin e."

Chapter 15, Section 120, provides: "The distance according to which postage
is chargeabl e, is that on the post road from one office to anoth er, upon which the
mail is conveyed. " Section 121 continues: "Le tte rs should in all cases be sent by
th e most exped itious routes, unl ess otherwise ordered by the person sending the
same." (Italics added.)

E ach of th e three letters to Richards & Buell is a business letter and from
a different client. Because each client used a different form in ad dr essing his
letter , these three covers demonstrate how the cross border regu lations were fol
lowed . Cover C is from J. J. Nicoll &. Co. who thoughtfully "ordered" the lett er
routed via Morristown which is just across from Brookville as you see on th e
map. Because of the pr oximity of th e two towns no Can ad a postage was du e from
the Richards firm.

1 , /

P f;.,.L.. c"{'/

I I -

Cove r 0 w en t from Ne w York City to Brackville in the open mail via Queenston , U. C., w hich the U. S.
P. O. D. con sidered the mo st ex pedit ious route to Upp er Canada. Brackvi lle is more than 200 mil es from
the bo rd er at Qu eenston so an addi tiona l I Ph d (19c) po sta ge was collecte d from th e ad dressee. 1848 use .
(J. King Horn er Co llect ion ).

Cover D is a letter from Chester M. Connolly who apparently didn 't know
of th e ad vantage of sending his letter via Morri stown. The "most expe ditious"
route to Upper Canada in the ope n mail was through the Lewistown, N. Y.,
post office which exchanged mail with Qu eenston. The Lewistown-Queenston
exchange obviously is not th e shortest route to all points in Upper Canada. Th e
U. S. P. O. D. took many factors into account in selecting tha t rout e as the
most expeditious. Amon g these were availab le transportation faciliti es and fre
quency of servi ce. Because instruct ions to postm asters were strict against delay
and insistent on prompt despat ch of mails, th e usual practice was to for ward
mail b y th e next ava ilable departure, eve n if th e route concern ed was not the
most direct geographica lly. Because of the daily frequency of service on the
New York-Alb an y-Lewistown route, this wa s the normal choice for mai l to Upper
Canada.

The Lewistown-Queenston exchange was satisfacto ry for the majority of
localiti es in Upper Canada, but was very circuitous for places eas t of Lake On
tario , as th e map shows. When applied to such destinations as Cover D, thi s
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routing put letters into the Qu eenston post office which is more than 200 miles
from Brockville. The Canadi an rate for mail going between 200-300 miles was
llJfd. Thi s letter probabl y took longer in transit than did Cover C and cost 19c
more.

Cover t 1$ to Messrs. Kicnaras & Buell at Morristown, N. Yo, zppare ntly used as a business address for
some of their clients. Letters addressed to Morristown required only U. S. postage. A postal clerk crossed
out the "5" in the day date mistaking it for the 5 cent rate wh ich he corrected with a "10" in ink to
ref lect the 10c rate. 1848 use . (J . King Horner Collection).

Cover E is from client Ramson G. Williams of New York City as th e docket
ing at the left end shows. This letter to Messrs. Richards & Buell is to Morris
town, N. Y. instead of to Brockville, U. C. Evidently, Messrs. Richard s & Buell
were wise in postal ways as well as in law. By giving the Morris town, N. Y.,
post office address to some of their U. S. clients only U. S. postage was required.
This avoided having letters go via Queenston from the clients who were not
familiar with the cross border exchange offices. Of course, saving the 19c Canadi-

I
..'I ",/

• l

l,l -,

Cover F is postmarked Auburn, N. Y. March 12, (1850). Queenston, U. C., received it March 13, Kingston
backstamped it March 16 and Brockville f inally received and back stamped it March 20th.
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an postage that ensued on lett ers via Queenston was also a factor. It took only a
short trip across the border to pick up th eir mail at the Morristown post office.

The public usually-but not always- got 2 day transit to the border (Cover
B). Cover F is another letter to the Rich ards firm , this one from Auburn, N. Y.,
only about 150 miles from Morristown. Because the sender did not request the
Morristown route it went to Qu eenston. This letter left Auburn Mar ch 12, reached
Qu eenston March 13, was ba ckstamped in transit at Kingston March 16 and
continued to Brockvi lle wh ere it was backstamped March 18. (See map). It ar
rived after 6 days in transit with lllf pen ce du e. If the address or had written
"via Morristown," it would have gone th e shor ter route without any Canadian
po sta ge du e.

Most of the cross border mail, of course, went th e expecte d way as did
covers A & B. There are, however, a few cross border covers besid es those dis
cuss ed here th at went the lon g way around because th e sende r did not specify
a shorter rou te.

(To be continued)
CAVE JOHNSON, THE 1847 POSTMASTER GENERAL

CREIGHTON C. HART AND SUSAN M. McDONALD

Th e period from 1847 to 1851 whe n the first genera l issue of U. S. postage
stamps was conceived , executed, and put to use was also a time during which
many distin gui shed American s in letters , politics, educa tion, an d oth er field s
worked and flourished . In literature an d the arts such noteworthy talents as
Longfellow, Thoreau , Nathaniel Hawthorne, Stephen Foster, and Harriet Beecher
Stow e were active. Other newsmakers were scientists and promoters like Samuel
B. Morse and Corneliu s Vand erbilt. Henry Clay was an important figure on the
political scene, and Lincoln's caree r was beginning to rise.

Any of these individuals could have used the new stamps on their corres
pondence, but, if they did, few such covers hav e survived. The handful of known
1847 covers to or from mid-nineteen th century VIP's (Longfellow, Hamilton
Fish, and similar figures) hav e extra interest b y reason of the prominence of their
writers or recipients, regardless of their strictly philat elic significance.

Other correspondences consisting of large accumulations of 1847 covers
received by business firms ma y acquire recognition beca use of the variety of
ma terial they afford for study. In the case of a series of 1847 covers from one
ordinary citizen to another, such a correspondenc e may have interest and value
because it offers postal history insights or reveals a human interest background.

The covers illustrated here are in a special categor y because of their unique
association with the 1847 issue. Th ey are folded letters to and from Cav e John
son , who was Postmaster General wh en the 1847 stamps were issued.

Johnson was a long-t ime political associate of James Polk, and was also
from Tennessee. He was born in 1793 at Springfie ld , Tenn. , and as a youth
served under the command of Andrew Jackson in the Creek campaigns. He was
educa ted at Cumberl and College in Nashville, and then studied law and went
into pr actice. He was elected representati ve to Congress in 1829 and serve d until
1845, except for th e two years from 1837 to 1839. As Polk's close friend and ad
viser, Johnson was instrumental in securing the Democratic nomination for him
in 1844. In recognition of this serv ice, Polk appointed Johnson to his cabinet as
Postmaster Gen eral. Johnson held th is appointme nt from March 7, 1845, unti l
the end of Polk's single term in March 1849.

After Polk left th e pr esidency, Johnson returned to Clarksville, Tenn . to
practice law. In succeeding yea rs he was a circuit judge and held a high bank
ing position. During the Civil War members of his family supp orted the Con
fed erate caus e. Afterwards he receive d a pardon from Pr esident Andrew John
son, but was never theless denied his elec ted seat in th e Tennessee Senate in
1866 because of his Confederate sympathies. He died at Clarksville in November
of the sam e year.
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Figu re 1
Folded leIte r from Blountville, Tenn ., Ocl . 23, 1847, addressed to Cav e Jo hnson as Postm asler Gen eral .
"Free" bec ause the Postm aster Gen eral's franking right covered mail received or se nt. (Jerry S. Palazolo
coll ection).

Cave Johnson was a close friend of James Buchanan , with whom he carr ied
on an extensive corr espondence, as he also did with Polk. Th ese correspon dences
have furnished valuable sourc e material about these men and th eir period . John
son's policies and accomplishments as Postmaster General, and th e important
events affecting postal developments during his term are well describ ed by
Edward F . Williams III in the article cited.

t l::t'u e I-

Le"er of Cave Johnso n, poslmarked Clarksvill e. Tenn .. Ju ne 25. 1849, sho rtl y after his t erm en de d in
March. A tracing of the postmark app ea rs beside th e stamp. Only th e manuscript "25 " can be se en in the
fa int actual po slmark a l upper lefl . (Jerry S. Pala. o lo collect ion ).

Two covers from th e collection of Jerry S. Palazola have int erestin g postal
history connotations on acco unt of their association with Cave John son. The
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Figure 3
Contents of cover in Figure 2. Holograph letter of Cave Johnson concerning his brother's business affairs.
(Jerry S. Palazo lo coll ection ).

first (F igure 1) is a stampless cover from "BLOUNTSVILLE Te. OCT 23" (1847)
addressed to "Hon, Cave Johnson/Wash. City/D. C." The letter was from a Col.
McClellan on behalf of his son, Samu el F . McClellan , recomm ending him for
quarter master or commissar y. Col. McClellan, of cour se, did not have the
franking privilege, but Johnson , while Postmaster General, was entitled to re
ceive as well as send lett ers without charge. Therefore the letter is marked
"F ree."

The second letter (Figure 2) was written by Johnson on June 24, 1849, at
Clark sville, Tenn. , and mailed th e following day . Johnson had left office the
previous March. The contents refer to th e bu siness affairs of Johnson's brother
who was very ill. The letter itself is shown in Fi gure 3; Johnson's cha racteristic
signatu re is eas ily recognizabl e and appears on many offici al letters and docu
ments of th e Post Offi ce Department.
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CAVE d O IlNSON,

Figure 4
Engraved commission of postmaster's appointment signed by Cave Johnson in July 1846.

The Clarksville, Tenn ., post office did not receive any 1847 stamps until
the month this letter was writte n. Stamps to the value of $20 were sent from
'Washington on June 5, 1849, an d were received Ju ne 12, so that thi s cover
represents a very early use from th is small community.

The delightful aspec t of this letter is that the postage is paid by a 5c 1847
stamp. Johnson could have sent it stam pless, either collec t or paid in cash. He
must have made a particular effort to ob tain one of the newly arrived stamps to
use, and this appealing cover is the result.

An ornate engraved document bearin g Johnson's name and signature is
shown in Figure 4. It is a commission of appointment for a local postmaster and
attes ts that Peter A. Stoutenburgh was appointed postmaster at East Norwich,
Queens Co., N. Y., on Jun e 26, 1846. The commission was signed by Johnson on
July 25, 1846. Such items are attractive collateral pieces for 1847 collec tors.

Th e cover in Figure 2 is the only one bearing the 1847 issue so far recorded
from Clarksville, Tenn. , and also the only one known from Cave Johnson. It is
possible that other letters with 1847 stamps, writte n by Johnson and postmarked
elsewhere than Clarksville, may exist unrecognized. Such covers could occur
between early March 1849 and June 30, 1851. A thorou gh check by collectors
may uncover additional items with a special connection to the first U. S. stamps.

References
Williams, Ed ward F., III . "Cave J ohnson, Philat ely's Forgotten Man, " Thirt y -Third Congress

Book, 1967.
W illiams, Samuel C. "Cave J oh nson ," Dictionary of Americall ll iograf/hy .
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?
Try a "Classified" ad vertis ement in Th e Chronicle. Send your copy to the
advertising manager, Mr. Clifford L. Friend, 8081 Aquadale Drive, Board
man , Ohio 44512.
Remit at the rate of SOc per line (40 letters or spaces) when you send your
copy. Deadline, September 15, 1973 for next issue.
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THE 1851·60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc . Editor
MILITARY MARKINGS: 1851.1861, Reprise
DAVID T. BEALS III, R.A. 248

Since publication of this series in th e Chronicle from November 1968 thru
May 1971 (#64,65,66,67, 68 and 70) enough new covers have been reported to
bring this study up to date. Th e numbers of the pos tmarks are those assigne d
in the original articles and additions as required are made herein . For previously
reported markings, the number or numbers of the Chronicles in whic h reports
appeared, and the dia gram number, where appropriate, are given in parentheses
following the postmark description.

References: Two new items are of interest.
68. Th e Utah Ex ped ition, 1857-1858, published by th e New Hamp shire

Historical Society, 1928.
69. "A Philat elist's View of Arizona," by James Ch emi , an article in Arizona

Hi gh ways, April 1971.
Acknowledgement : We would like to acknowledg e the helpful assistance of

Miss Alice L. Erickson and Messrs, Sanford M. Arno ld, Mark Haas, Floyd E.
Risvold and William H. Semsrott in prep aring this supplemen t.

New covers reported :

FORT SMITH, Arkansas
2. F ORT SMIT H/ ARK/yrD/ DC 26~ (C. 64; D. 2).
An additional cover used with S5 has been reported for a total of three.
3. FORT SMITH, Ark. / D/C30.5 (C. 70; D. 30).
Three additional covers, one stampless, one used with S2 (illustrated in

Figure 13), and ano ther on UlO, have been repo rted for a total of four. This
markin g is fir st known used in 1843 (Ref. 23), and is less sca rce during th e
stampless period.

4. Fort Smith , Ark. Oct 17 in manuscript.
One cover used with S5.

Figu,e 13.
A bill 10 Lt. C. W. Lea" lSlh Infanlry Regl , from Ihe Posl SUlier al Fo,t Smith , Ark., daled Dec. 29, 1851,
which includes bill fo, a ciSh advance of $100 .00. PAID slruck in red .
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FORT GIBSON, Cherokee Nation
This post was established on April 20, 1824, by a detachment of th e 7th In

fantry Regiment, then sta tioned at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and commanded by
Col. Mathew Arbuckle. The post was located on the Neosho (now Grand) River
three miles above its confluence with the Arkansas. Named Cantonment Gibson
for Col. George Gibson, commissary general of the army, it was later redesig
nated Fort Gibson in 1832. Its first mission was to contr ol the Osage Indians and
in the 1830's and 1840's it form ed, with Forts Leavenworth and Scott, the first
line of fronti er defense. The three forts were connected by a military road.

Fort Gibson was aba ndoned on June 22, 1857, as the fron tier moved west
and was occupi ed by the Confederates early in the Civil 'War. It was reoccupied
by Federal troops on April 5, 1863, and was finally abandon ed in 1890.

Two postmarks are known during this period:
1. FORT GIBSON Ark./ D/ C30.5 Diagram # 33
One stampless cover has been reported used during this period dated Sept.

27 '51 and marked PAID 3(ms). Several covers used during the stampless period
are known with this marking, th e earliest being July 27, 1843 (Ref. 23).

2. FORT GIBSON ARK./D/C33 Diagram #34
Three covers with this marking have been reported , two used with S5

(one is illustrated in Figure 14) and one stampless.

Diagram 33. Diagram 34.

Figure 14.
The large FORT GIBSON ARK. postmark. A marking newly reported in this issue ,
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FORT WASHITA, Chickasaw Nation
1. Fort Washi ta, C.N., date, in manuscript. (C. 64, 70).
Two additional cov ers with this marking have been rep orted , both used

with S2, for a total of four.
2. FORT WASHITA ARK / D/C33.5 (C. 64, 70; D . 3).
Two additional covers wi th this marking on S2 have b een re por ted for a

total of seven.
3. Fort Washita in manuscrip t.
Two covers with th is marking have b een reported, one on S2 and the oth er

on UlO.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, Kansas Territory
1. FORT LEAVENWORTH MO /D/C30 (C. 64,70; D. 4).
Ten more covers with thi s marking, 3 on S2, I on 10c imperf, 3 on UlO, 1 on

S3, and 2 on S5 have been rep orted for a total of 23 covers, making this marking
relatively common during thi s peri od .

FORT RILEY, Kansas Territory
1. Fort Riley KT dat e in manuscript. (C. 64, 70).
On e cover used on S5 has b een added for a total of four.
2. FORT RILEY KT / D (ms) / G36 (C. 64, 70; D . 6).
Another cover with th is marking used on S5 has been reported for a total of

five. The marking on this cover is wo rn and dat e reverts to ms, whereas the im
pressions on th e S2 covers are sha rp . Appa rently the marker wore out in 1858,
and the postm aster reverted to ms markings (1 ab ove ) until receipt of a new
ca nceller in 1860.

FORT SCOTT, Kansas Territory
1. Fort Scott Mo Date in manuscript. (C. 64, 70).
An additional stampless cover with this marking has been reported for a

total of three.
3. FORT SCOTT KT/ D/C37 (C. 64, 70; D. 8).
Three aclditional covers with this marking have b een rep orted, two on S2

and one on S5, for a total of ten.

FORT RIDGELY, Minnesota Territory
C) Fort Ridgely Jul y 18/57 in manuscript
One cover with thi s marking on S2 has b een reported.

FORT RIPLEY, Minnesota Territory
C) FORT RIPLEY MI N/D/ C30.5
One addi tiona l stampless cover used to Canada, and

has been rep orted for a total of four.

(C. 65; D . 11).
dat ed July 26 1854,

FORT SNELLING, Minnesota Territory
1. FORT SNELLING-/D/ C34 (C. 65; D . 12).
Three add itional covers with this marking have b een reported, one stampless,

one used on UI O, and one on S5 on a patriotic envelope, for a total of 8 covers .

JEFFERSON BARRACKS, Missouri
1. JEFFERSON BARR ACKS MO /D/C29 (C. 65; D . 13).
A third cover with th is marking used on 2 SIs has been reported.

FORT KEARNEY, Nebraska Territory
3. FORT KEARNE Y NE BR/ D/ C32.5 (C. 65; D. 14).
Two additiona l covers, both used on S5 have been reported, for a total of

fou r.
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FORT LARAMIE, Nebraska Territory
2. FORT LARAMIE O.R./D/ C30 Diagram #35
One cover with thi s famous marking has been reported used on S2, and is il

lustrated in Figure 15. In addition we have recorded five stampless covers used
after July 1, 1851 (the earliest known usage-Ref. 23). and we are confident that
there are seve ral mor e. The ques tion as to whether this marking means Oregon
or Oregon Route (Chronicle 65:15) has been answered to our satisfac tion by the
marking, Fort Laramie Oregon Route, in manuscript on a stampless cover post
marked Fort Leavenworth, Mo.

1. FORT LARAMIE N.T. / D/C32 (C. 65, 70; D. 16).
Four additional covers with th is marking have been reported , one stampless

marked Offici al Business-FREE in blue, one on S3 in black, and two on S5:
one in blue and one black; for a tot al of 16 covers. It appears that th is marking
was struck in blue prior to 1859, and in black thereafter (we would like to know
of any exceptions).

Figure 15
FORT LARAMIE O. R., t he only known example used on an ad hesi ve (52), and newly ,eported in th is issue.
The st'aightHne date sta mp JUN 15 is also most unusual as dates were norma lly app lied in manuscript.

FORT BUCHANA N, New Mexico Territory
1. FORT BUCHANAN N.M .jD/C35 (C. 66; D. 17).
An additional cover on UIO, marked FRANCO E N ALAMOS in red with

red 3 on reverse, has been reported for a tot al of eight.

FORT CRAIG, New Mexico Territory
1. FORT CRAIG N.M.jD (ms)/ C32 (C. 66, 70; D . 18).
One additional cover with this marking on S5 has been reported for a total

of five.
Mr. Chemi's article on Arizona Phil ately (Ref . 69), contains an interestin g

account of the camel trains across the desert between Fort Davis, Texas and
Fort Tejon , California.

FORT BELKNAP, Texas
This post was established on June 24, 1851, on the Salt (Red) Fork of the

Brazos River near the present day town of Swensen. Th e site was selecte d by
Lt. Col. Wm. G. Belknap , 5th U. S. Infantry, for whom the fort was named. Its
mission was to protect the emigrant and overland mail route from Fort Smith ,
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Ark. , to Santa F e. Abandoned in F eb . 23, 1859, becaus e of lack of water, the
fort was reoccupied b y Confed erate forces during the Civil W ar . It was reoc
cupied by U. S. forces in May 1867 and was fin ally abandoned in ea rly 1868
following th e establishmen t of Fort Griffin.

One marking is kno wn . :
1. Ft Belknap , Tex. date in manuscript.
Two covers have b een reported, one stampless, and the other used with

S5 is illu strat ed in Fi gure 16.

Figu,e 16.
One of the two ,epo'ted examples f,om Fort Belknap, a stop on the Butterfield everlend mail.

FORT CHADBOURNE, Texas
1. Ft Ch adbourne, Tex date in manuscript. (C. 67).
An additiona l cover used on U lO has b een reported for a total of two.

Diag,am 35 . Diagram 36 .

FORT CLARK, Texas
2. FORT CLARK, TEX I D o I C33 Diagram #36
T wo additiona l covers with thi s marking, on e used on 3-S5s and the other

on 2 S5s have been rep orted for a total of four.
°Inclusion of the year dat e in this marking in Chronicle 67:109 was an error.
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(C. 68).

FORT DAVIS, Texas
1. FORT DAVIS TEX / Dyr/ C33.5 (C. 67; D. 24).
One additiona l cover used on a 3c star die has been reported for a total of

four covers with this marking. This cover also has Fort Quitman Texas Mllr-1861
in manuscript crossed out (apparently by the Fort Davis Postmaster).

CAMP HUDSON, Texas
1. Camp Hudson Texas date, in manuscript. (C. 67).
A third cover on S5 from the Bliss correspondence has been reported.

FORT INGE, Texas
This post was established by Capt. Sidney Burbank, 1st U. S. Infantry , on

March 12, 1849, on the Leon River near the present day town of Uvalde . Named
for Lt. Z. M. P. In ge, 2nd U. S. Dragoons, who was killed in the battl e of Resaca
de la Palma, Fort Inge's mission was to guard the Mexican border and protect
the San Antonio-El Paso road . Th e post was garrisoned intermittently until
March 19th, 1861, when it was evacua ted by U. S. troops. It was occupied by
Confederate troops during the Civil War and reoccupied by Federal troops in
1866. Th e post was finally abandoned on Feb. 28, 1869.

One marking is known:
1. Fort Inge Texas Nov 10 '53 in manuscript
One cover with this marking on U10 has been reported.

FORT LANCASTER, Texas
Thi s post was established oru Aug . 20, 1855, by Capt. S. D . Carpent er, 1st

U. S. Infantry. It was located near the junction of Live Oak Creek and the Pecos
River near the present day town of Sheffield. Originally named Cam p Lan
caster, it was designated a Fort in 1856. Its mission was to protect the San An
tonio-El Paso Road. Evacuated on March 19, 1861, Fort Lancaster was not re
occupi ed by Fed eral troops.

One marking is known .
1. Fort Lancaster Tex 7 Feby '59 in manuscript.
One cover used on U9 (an albino) has been reported.

FORT QUITMAN, Texas
1. FORT QUITMAN TEXA S / DjC33 (C. 67; D. 25).
A second cover used on a 3c star die and marked Du e 3c (in ms.) has been

reported. Th e postmark on both covers is struck in blu e.
Ref. 68, Th e Utah Ex pedition, is an interesting history of the Mormon "War"

based largely on the letters of Capt J. A. Gove, whose correspondence and its
covers have been discussed in Chronicles 64:143, 68:150 and 70:75.

FORT BRIDGER, Utah Territory
3. FORT BRIDGER U.T.jD C32.5 (C. 68; D. 27).
Two additional covers used on S5 have been rep orted with thi s marking,

for a total of six covers presently reported in phil atelic hands (Chronicle 70:76).
One of the above is struck in black brown and one of the two covers previously
reported struck in red (Chronicle 68:152) is actua lly claret (we have not seen
the other ). Th e rest are stru ck in black.

FORT CHURCHILL, Utah Territory
1. Fort Churchill UT Aug 18, 1861 in manuscript.
A third cover with thi s marking, stampless, has been repor ted.

CAMP FLOYD, Utah Territory
1. Camp Floyd UT date in manuscript. (C. 68, 70).
One additional Porter cover used with S5 (previously reported in Dr. Chase

notes) has been recorded for a total of seven covers presently reported in phila
telic hands (Chronicle 70:76).
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2. CAMP FLOYD U.T./D/PAID3/C35 (C. 68,70; D . 28).
Three additional covers (including two Porter covers recorded by Dr. Chase)

all used with S5 have been reported for a total of eight covers presently reported
in philatelic hands.

CONCLUSION
This completes our study of Military of th e 1851-1861 period, and we are

quite confident that th e great majority of th ese covers have now been recorded.
We will however always be glad to hear of any new ones, and to publish addi
tional info rmation when it is received.

Mr. Floyd E. Risvold and your editor have discussed th e possibility of
compiling a book on th e postal history of th e Military Posts of the whole 19th
century, of which the material in th is series would be a part. We do wonder
about the extent of serious interest in th is field, however, and would very much
like to know:

1. Those collector s with such material who would be willing to collaborate
on such a project.

2. Those who would be int erested in havin g such a work.
SAVANNAH, GA. "MAIL ROUTE" MARKINGS FOR ''WAY'' LETIERS
Mr. Arthur B . Bond, who has written previously on this sub ject in Chronicles

70 and 73, reports two additional covers, one of which is dated three years
earlier th an any oth er known Savannah MAIL ROU TE cover :

No. 12) Stampless letter datelined at Dari en , Ca., 9 June 1846 bearing
SAVANNA B "CEO" JU N 11 townmark, MAIL ROUTE and "10" in double cir
cle in red. Although inscribe d "Paid X53" in the sende r's handwriting, this letter
was forwarded to New York as unpaid at th e regular rate of 10c for over 300
miles.

No. 13) Letter datelin ed "Tuskina" 29 Nov. 1851 with Scott #10 3c stamp.
Black MAIL ROUTE and SAVANNAB, Ca./DEC/2/3 cancellation. Addressed
to Columbus, Ca.
LAST CALL
The survey of known covers bearing a single 12c stamp (imperforate or

perforated) with no oth er U. S. stamp on th e cover will appear in the next issue
of Th e Chronicle. If you ha ve not yet sent Ye Ed a Xerox of such covers in your
collection, now is the time to do so.
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write fo r My Free Special lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid _. .__. $10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
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NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. S. MAILS

References to USPM in the Chronicle refer to Society-sponsored book, U. S. Postal Mark ings and
Re lated Mai l Seruices by Tracy W . Simpson .

l/lustration USPM Description Used Reported
No. Schedule (Dimensions in millimeters) With By

A- I Iowa Nesbitt Ezra Cole
CHICKASAW IOWA. Fancy
sl -18x45.

2 A-2 Massachu sett s S5 D. T. Beals III
STONEHAM MIDDLESEX CO . MASS./
D yr .f DbI. C. K4-24

3 A-2 Penn sylvania S5 D. L. Jarrett
FLORENCE PA ./D(ms)/Rimless
C. K7-28

4 A-2 T exas Nesbitt T. J. Alexander
SAN JACINTO Txs. KI -25

5 A-13 Conn ecticut S2 D. T. Beals III
West Haven Ct. - Patent.

6 A-13 Illinois S5 T . J . Alexander
Geneva Ill. L24 -20

7 A-13 Maine S2 T. J . Alexand er
Fa rmingdale Me. L7-18

8 A-13 N ew York S5 T . J. Alexander
Lyons N. Y. L7- 11

9 A-27a Massachusett s . 3-S5's T . J . Alexander
FORWARDED sI-40x4 , and
Due 9 cents sl-36x4
of Boston, Mass .

2. 3 .

o--
6. 7.

••• 8e' ~ .
9.
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
A FEW INTERESTING DEMONETIZATION COVERS
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

The subject of demoneti zation is thoroughl y covered in Chronicles No.
46 and 48. Our readers should be reason ably familiar with the basic details of
demoneti zation. Consequently, without retelling the complete story of that
process, it is intended to illustrat e and describe some interesting covers from my
collec tion that pert ain to demoneti zati on. Some of th ese cove rs were not originally
listed in Chronicle No. 46 or 48.

d-/hlJ~ cJf~
f~4JC7(,-

ka~~l~'

Figure 1.

The cover in Figur e 1 was fra nked b y an old design 3 cent stamp. The stamp
wa s cancelled by a Pitt sbur g, Pa. postm ark of August 21. This was a proper
use of an old stamp during Pittsburgh's local exchange period of August 19-25,
1861. 1 However , wha t really makes thi s cover unusual , and verifies th e 1861
yea r of use, is a note on th e back flap that was written in th e sam e hand as th e
address. This note states, "I see by an advertisement that th e government have
issued a new-of postage sta mp and redeeming the old-certain number of days
after which th ey-worthless, so if you have an y had better switch->." This cover
did not appear in th e Chronicle listings.

\\. '
t I

Figure 2.
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Figure 2 illustrates an example of a forw arded cover tha t was franked by
both issues. The old design 3 cent stamp paid letter postage from Haverhill,
Mass., on August 18, 1861, to Portland, Me, It is reasonable to assume that the
new stamps were not available at Haverhill on the 18th, since many big cities
didn't advertise them until the 19th. The cover was forwarded from Portland to
Kittery, Me., on August 20, 1861. A new design 3 cent stamp of rose pink shade
paid the forwarding charge.

Figur e 3.

, I

Figure 3 is another forwarded cover that was franked by both issues. A new
design 3 cent stamp of pinkish rose shade paid letter postage from Philadelphia,
Pa., on August 20, 1861, to Alton , Ill. Philadelphia's local exchange period was
August 19-25, 1861.2 Th e cover was forwarded from Alton to Staunton, Ill. , on
August 26, 1861. An old design 3 cent stamp paid the forwarding charge. This
cover was listed on p. 23 of Chronicle No. 46, where Alton , Ill. was incorrectly
listed as Alton, Ala.

•
Figu re 4.

Figure 4 illustrates a cover that was franked by an old design 1 cent stamp,
and two new design 1 cent stamps. These stamps paid lett er postage from Hart
ford , Conn., on August 22, 1861, to Suffield , Conn. Since Hartford's local ex
change period was August 19-25, 1861, this combination use was permi ssible."
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Figure 5.

Th e cover in Figur e 5 was mailed at Hartford, less than a month after th e
previous cover . An old design 3 cent stamp was not accepted as valid. Whe n a
new design 3 cent stamp was provided , it was placed over th e old stamp (the
new design stamp has been lifted and hin ged below the old stamp for viewing
purposes). The cover was then mailed to Watertown, Con n., on September 20,
1861.

Figure 6.

Figure 6 presents an interesting contras t to Figure 4. Thre e old design
stam ps were held for postage at Lancaster, Oh io. When three new design 1 cent
stamps were pr ovided, they were placed over the old stamps . The cover was th en
mailed to destination on January 8, 1862. Thi s cover was not listed in Chro nicle s
No. 46 or 48.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the world. We have a compr eh en sive stock of
Confederate covers. In United Slate s, w e sto ck Tran s-Atlan tic, Reg istered,
Special Delivery and othe r special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Boston, Mass. 021 08
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Figure 7 .

All known old design sta mps used. at New York City during th e last months
of 1861 were acc ep ted as va lid." Per Chronicle No. '16, Decemb er 16 was the
late~t recorded dat e of ~n o!d s tam~) used at New York City accepted as valid
du n ng 1861. The cover III FIgure 7 IS anot her lat e use in 1861. It is an unsealed
circular with prin ted dat e of December 10, 1861, on the inside. Postage was paid
by an old design 1 cent stamp that was cancelled by a red New York City carr ier
cancel of December 11, (1861).

Figure 8.

~ ...,.'.... ..:,~6.1#)(if~~~,.....

,}. 1'1" >' ('ui, .j

l .ll I .Ir/ o,h l·t • /'r dll 'I'.
.... ...... ..... ......

Previously, the earliest recorded da te of an old stamp ac tua lly demonet ized
at New York City wa s Jul y 19, 1862." Th e cover in Figure 8 was franked b y
an old design 3 cent stamp that was demonetized at New York City on May 9,
1862. This cover was backstam ped , "NEW YOHK, MAY 9" and "HELD FOH
POSTAGE." After a new stamp was provided , both stamps were cancelled b y
May 16 duplex-tar get cancels. The 1862 year of use is ver ified by an enclosed
letter dat elined May 8, 1862.

February 22, 1862 is the earliest date of demonetization at New York
City wh ich I now record. The cover is illustrated on p. 106 of the Stamp Specialist ,
India Book. The markings match those on the cover of May 9 date.
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Figure 9.

The cover in Figur e 9 was franked by an "Eagle" carrier stamp, an d a 3
cent stamp of rose pink shade. The stamps were cancelled by a W ashing ton,
D. C., November 2, 1861, postmark. Th e 1851 carrier stamps fell into disuse as
the regular 1 cent stamps were more conveniently used to pay th e carrier fee,
especially as late as 1861. Furthermore, th e "Eagle" was one of th e pre-1861
stamps scheduled for demoneti zation." Taking these circumstances into con
sideration, th e combina tion use of the "Eagle" with any 1861 design stamp mu st
be rare.

Footnotes

1 Elliott Perry, Pat Paragraphs (March, 1944) . No . 46, p. 1502.
2 I bid . (April, 1934) . No . 19. p. 458.
3 I bid . (March. 1936) . No . 25. p. 640.
4 H enry A. Meyer, Th e Ch ronicle of th e U. S. Classic Postal Issues (Decem ber, 1963) , No.

46, p. 21.
5 I bid.
6 Ibid ., p. 18.
A COVER TO A MORGAN RAIDER CONFINED IN OHIO PENITENTIARY
EDWARD S. GREENWALD, M.D .

After reading the two part article by Brugh and Graham in the March and
April American Philatelist about covers which were sen t by office rs of Morgan's
Men from the Ohio Penitentiary, I was prompted to wr ite up a cover received
by one of these officers , Colon el D. Howard Smith , while a prisoner at th e
Penitentiary.

Mustered into the Confederate service on September 2, 1862, in th e 5th
Regim ent, Kentucky Cavalry, Buford's Brigade, Wheeler's Corps, Col. Smith
was captured at Buffington Island on July 19, 1863. The Na tiona l Archives rec
ords indicate th at he "joined" Cincinnati , Ohio, July 28, 1863, and was sent to
Columbus, Ohio, th e site of th e Ohio Penitentiary, by order of Gen eral Burnside
August 1, 1863. Although th e National Archives do not indicate when he arrived
at Ohio Penitentiary, his name appears on an undated roll of prisoners of war
from General Morgan's command at Ohio Penitentiary. On August 21, 1863, he
was tr ansferred from Camp Chase to Johnson's Island prison, and was exchanged
on March 4,1864, after being paroled at Point Lo okout, Mary land, March 3, 1864.

There are two covers illustr ated here. The first has a Georgeto wn, Kentu cky,
August 10, 1863 c.d.s. and is addressed to Col. Smith at Ohio State Prison. The
manuscript marking "Examine d Wm A Judkins, ADC." illustrated in th e Apr il
1973 American Philaiellst article is on the upper left hand corner of th e cover.
The second cover is addressed to Col. Smith at Johnson's Island, and has a
Georgetown Nov. 19, 1863 c.d.s.
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Addressed to Col. D. Howa rd Smith, Morgan raider in Ohio Penitent iary, Aug . 1863 . Lett er marked as " Examined"
by Lt. Will iam A. Judki ns, Aide..de ..camp to General Mason, then commanding at Columb us. From Geo rgetown,
Ky., Aug . 10, 1863 .

Rich ard Graham was kind enough to send me the followi ng an ecdote from
General Duke's bo ok con cerning Col. Smith: . . . "Colonel Smith had a magnifi
cent beard sweeping do wn to his waist, patriarchal in all save color-it gave
him a leonine asp ect that mi ght have awed even a barber. He was p laced in th e
chair , and in less tim es, perhap s, than Absa lom sta id on his mule after his hair
brought him to grief, he was reduced to ordinary human ity. He felt his loss
keenly. I ventured to compliment him on features which I had never seen till
then , and he answered, with asperity, that it was 'no jesting matter .' ";

Add re ssed to Co l. Smith at Johnso n's Island , off Sandu sky, Ohio . From Geo rg etown, Ky., Nov . 19, 1863.
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Editorial Note

Just why Col. Smith was transferred to Johnson's Island, and then exchanged,
is an uncertain but interesting qu estion. The remainder of th e prisoners of th e
Morgan command, aside from those who escaped, and a few oth er excep tions,
remained in Ohio Penitentiary until the spring of 1864, and were then trans
ferred to Fort Delaware. In addition, there was a pronounced policy at th e tim e
not to exchange on a mass basis , insofar as the North was concerned. There
were two reasons for this: the feeling that the vastly greater manpower resources
would thus be more meaningful, and also because the two sides had reached a
point of a strong disagreement concerning whether equivalent numbers of men
had been declared exchanged, this mostly stemming from the capture of Vicks
burg when Grant paroled a large number of Confederate troops.

Consequently, by the end of the summer of 1863, the North claimed th at
the South had not released an equivalent number of men for thos e paroled at
Vicksburg, whom, nonetheless, the South had declared exchanged and available
for active duty. From then until the end of th e war , the North seldom made
any exchanges except for special reasons, such as to exchange officers with po
litical nuances present.

Smith's transfer and early parole may have been one of th ese. In the diary
of Morgan's younger brother, Charlton Morgan, there is an entry stating th at
Col. D. Howard Smith was paroled because of his being a form er friend of
General Ambrose Burnside, when both lived in Chicago before the war. Burnside
was commanding the Military district (from Cincinnati) in which Ohio was in
cluded, during the summ er of 1863. To identify Burnside further , he was a
moderately successful general while commanding th e Union 9th Corps during
various phases of th e war, but was in command of the Army of the Potomac
when that army incurred a monumental defeat at Fredericksburg in late 1862.
However, his main claim to fam e was the wearing of the type of side whiskers
which were eventually named after him by "boxing" his nam e into "sideburns."

In any case, Smith was paroled , and was soon handling troops in th e field,
having been declared exchanged by the Confederate authorities. To conclude
the story, in a letter to higher authority from th e commanding officer at Fort
Monroe in March of 1864, General Benjamin Butler , th ere is a sta teme nt th at
Smith had just been exchanged for one Col. D . F. Dulaney of the (Federal) 5th
Virginia Militia. Butler went on to comment. . . . "Can there be any possible
objection to my declaration of exchange? All th e equivalents are serving in th e
Confederate army against us...."2

Footnotes

1 Duke, Ge n . Basil \\' .• A H istory of M organ 's Cava lry . Indiana Un iversi ty rep ri nt, Indiana
Unive rsi ty Press, Bloomington. Ind iana . 1960.

2 Official R ecords of th e U nio n lind Confederate Armies, Series II . Vol. 6. p . 1015. Gov
ern me nt Printing Office, VlTashington, 1899.
SHIP ISLAND, MISSISSIPPI, 1861-62
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

(Continued from Chronicle No. 78, page 104)

Even with a few clerks to help, th e volume of mail must have been very
difficult to handle, with all markings in manuscript, and Parker took step s.
He ordered a handstamp from th e North, and he made, to use until th e in
strument ordered arrived, a straight line marking instrument. This was
probably set from newspaper typ e taken from th e case with which a small
newspaper , orders, etc ., were printed on the Island. The "Ship Island/Miss."
in two lines , with a manuscript date, has become well known and popular.
The earliest use of this marking recorded by th e writer is March 27, and
Figure 4 shows a use of Mar. 29, both uses being 1862, of course. It should
be noted that the cover of Figure 4, although from th e Massachusetts 26th
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regim ent, does not bear the Col. Jones handstarnp. Instead, it bears the certify
ing signature of Chaplain Charles Babbidge of that regiment. A change of regu
lations shor tly before thi s time permitted chapla ins and surgeons as well as field
officers to certify letters , an d it seems logical th at th is would quickly become
part of the chaplains' duties.

Figure 4. An early use of the Ship Island stra:ght line marking, March 29 (1862).

Fi gure 5 shows an inter esting cover, and th e enclosure makes it more so,
bein g a letter from Lt. Col. T. Scott Clark of the 6th Michigan-whose portrait
also appears as a part of the patriotic design of the cover! A similar design ,
much better known , shows Col. Curtenius of th e same regiment. We can only
specula te as to how often Civ il War patriotic covers bore the portrait of the
person sending the letter.

Figure S. Patrio t ic cover show ing portrait of Lt. Col. T. Scali Clark, of 6th Michigan Volunteers. Cover I.
ad d ressed to Clark' s wi fe , and enclose d leller, wr ill en by Clark, tell s of military life on Ship I. rand . B.ars
Ship Island st raig ht line ma rkin g of April 4 (1862).
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The greates t frequency of use of the str aight line marking was during th e
first half of Apri l 1862, since most of the tro ops went aboard transports about
mid-April. Later Apri l dates are known, use d on letters from the troops on
the Island, although we have seen no dates from early May. We consider
this period of Ship Island postal history to have en de d wh en postmaster
Parker left Ship Island for New Orleans, and-nice coincidence- this was on
about April 30, 1862, when he had just received a new "Ship Island" mark.
The earliest date of use which we have recorded for this new marking, a
round "balloon" typ e, is April 30 (1862) and thi s cover is shown in Figure 6.
Th e next day, Parker was with Butler when the latter landed at New Orleans .
Butl er promptly ordered Parker to take cha rge of the New Orleans post office,
which had been left in a horrid mess by the mob which had raided and looted
it a few days earlier.

Figure 6. Earliest reported use of the Ship Island balloon mark ing, April 3D, 1862 .

Butl er's directi ons placed Parker in a ra ther abnormal position with regard
to his F ederal appointment to be postmaster of Ship Island. Th ere was no
doubt of his duty to take charge of the New Orl eans post office and clean
up the mess. However , legally, Butler could not appoint Parker to be New
Orleans postmaster. In addition, a huge pile of partially rifl ed Confederate mail ,
including some which had arrived by blockade runner but had never been
distributed, was in the New Orleans office, and Butler required this to be
examined. (Butl er took full adva ntage of the information derived thus, in
ensuing weeks). Parker also had on his hands the accumulation of letters
written by the troops aboard the transports to process; and they had had but
littl e else to do during that time, and had much to write about. 'While this is
speculation, as, to a degree, is Parker's solution to the problem, a great deal of
evidence exists in both the official records and in surviving letters, so little if
any doubt can exist as to what happened , and only slightly more qu estion
exists as to exactly when.

Parker apparently secured the servic es of several clerks to process the
accumulated soldier's mails directed north. Fi gure 7 shows a cover (with letter
heading) from an officer aboard the transport North America, and the cover is
manuscript marked "Ship Island/Mis.(?), May 5," and is ra ted up with a
handstamped "3" of a slightly larger size than was used with earlier Ship
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Island markings. W e have see n a good many other covers wi th such manusc ript
ma rkings , each usually in a diff erent holograph either from one another or th e
earlier covers from the Island. In the wri ter 's collect ion are covers bearing th e
balloon ma rking, wi th dat es of May 1, May 2 and May 3. We have seen no
other uses of th e ballo on marking between May 3 and May 12, the latter
bein g on a cover from a member of the 30th Massachu setts. The cover with
the balloon marking dated May 1 is addressed to Vermont, but not oth erwise
iden tifiable as to unit of origin. Th e May 2 cover has the printed corner card
of the 8th New Hamp shire, and the May 3 cover bears a soldier's letter certifi 
ca tion of the chaplain of the 14th Maine. Of these units , both the 8th New
Hampshire and th e 14th Maine were still on Ship Island at the time th e
letters were mail ed , and th e only two Vermont regiments involved , th e 7th and
8th , were also still a t Ship Island at that time. Only the 30th Massachusetts,
th e sourc e of the May 12 cover, was among the uni ts moved to New Orleans
prior to May 5th.

3

/?/?r?~tle; fr7A~ ?-U.L
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Figur e 7 . Cov e r from aboard the trans port " North America," from a mem ber of the 30th Messachusetts Vol
unte ers, waiting o ut the attack on th e fort s. Bears manu script Ship Isl and ma rking of May S, 1862, undoubtedly
appli ed at Ne w Orle ans . The stra igh t line Charle stow n, Mass . marking (struck in red ) is a rece iv ing marking
that o ff ice appli ed to inco ming unpaid covers.

Most of th e covers which bear the Ship Island balloon marking, as recorded
by th e write r, are dated between May 20 and May 29, an d are from regiments
known to have left Ship Island pri or to th e dat es of use. Some are from regi
ments known to have been at New Orleans at the time; oth ers are from units
far up the Mississippi at Baton Rouge, only a few days later.

Th e obv ious conclusion here is that Parker, who cou ld not legally consider
himself to be New Orl eans postmaster in spite of his obvious du ty to take
charge of it as Fed eral property, simply transferr ed his Ship Island post office
to New Orleans, or established a branch, as it were. Whether he was ord ered
to tak e over as New Orleans postmaster by Butl er is not important; it was his
du ty to do so, and he avoide d legal complications and, in fact, was actually
following th e provisions of th e P. L. & R. by so doin g.
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It is also obvious that Parker, quickly finding that New Orleans handled th e
bulk of his outgoing mail, soon brou ght his Ship Island balloon handstamp
to New Orleans.

The cover shown in Figure 7, alluded to above, quite possibly demonstrates
the timing of Parker's decision to consider his operations at New Orleans as
a part of his Ship Island duties. The contents of th e letter show it to have
been writt en by an officer of the 30th Massachuse tts on April 23, 1862. At
that time, the regiment was aboard the transport Nort h America, anchored in
the Mississippi below the fort s before their passage by th e navy. Yet th e letter
was not postmarked until May 5, nearly two weeks after being written, and
then the postmark is in manuscript. It is also established that the 30th Mas
sachusetts landed at New Orleans on May 1, 1862, but soon went on up to
near Baton Rouge. The writer has seen several other similar manuscript May
5 Ship Island postmarks on soldier's letters from other units of the early group
to land at New Orleans. It is this writer's opinion th at these letters were
brought ashore at New Orleans, and that Parker started processing th em, to
send a mail north, on May 5, and that this work was done in the New Orleans
post office, in spite of the "Ship Island" marking. The manuscript marking
was applied only because the new balloon handstamp was not yet available.

We believe that Parker had started to use the Ship Island balloon at New
Orleans by May 12, and it is entirely possible that dates between May 5 and
May 12 exist. On May 14, Parker officially opened th e New Orleans post
office to civilian use (as announced in the Picay un e) and he also star ted to
deliver the portions of the accumulated (Confederate) foreign mails as were
directed to those willing to take the oath of allegiance or who were citizens
of other countries. In this connection, however, this wri ter has seen no covers
from this period which are unquestionably not military in origin.

8th N. H. R&gimen~.

Figure 8. Cover from the 8th New Hampsh ire regiment, with straight line marking of May 19 (1862 ), probably
applied at Ship Island.

When the round balloon marking was sent to New Orleans, use of the
straight line marking was evidently resumed at Ship Island. Figure 8 shows
a cover with an 8th New Hampshire corner card and the straight line marking
with a date of May 19. Th e 8th New Hampshire has been the most difficult
of all the Ship Island regiments to trace. It seems certain tha t at least part of
the regiment was assigned to Forts Wood and Pike as early as May 5, but it
is also possible that part remained on Ship Island for some time . In any
case, the 8th New Hampshire was not in the New Orleans area un til in July
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or August. Since we have record ed no uses of the stra ight line marking during
th e first two weeks of Ma y, th en this is evidently another segment of th e story .

./P~f

~i~f
~~r..

Figure 9. Earliest reported use , June 2, 1862 , of the Federal Civil War New Orleans town datestamp, Cover
forwarded from Presque Isle to Galand, Maine , after arrival in Maine .

When th e news of th e capture of New Orleans reached the north, th e
Post Offi ce Depar tm ent promptly sent down, as a special agent, Robert K. Scott,
Principal Clerk of the In spection Office of the Post Offic e Department. Scott
brought with him a supply of stamps, and probably a new New Orleans town
dutestamp. He arrived abo ut June I , 1862, it is believed, since th e New

Figure 10. Cover with "tf . S. Ship/3 C's." marking, from member of 26th Massachusetts , then w ith com 
pany of that regiment garrisoning Quarantine Station, below New Orleans, on the Mississippi.
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Orleans townmark was in service by June 2, 1862, as may be noted from the
cover of F igure 9. Scott wrote to the Department a few days later, stating
that he had appointed Parker to head up the New Orleans post office as Chief
Clerk. About a year later, Parker was appointed to be New Orleans postmaster,
in which job he remained for several years , serving a second stint long after the
war was over. Parker's appointment required tha t a new postmaster be ap pointed
for Ship Island, and Rev. C. E. (or C. S. ?) Blake, probably chaplain of the 13th
Maine, was appointed to be Ship Island postmaster, effective July 5, 1862. As
the office was discontinued on Aug. 13, 1862, very few covers from this period
should exist. The latest Ship Island marking seen by the writer is on a cover
addres sed to Mrs. C. S. Blake, at Bangor, Maine, with the round marking dated
Jun e 11 (1862). So, the final portion of the Ship Island story is th at Parker
evidently returned the balloon instrument of Ship Island to Ship Island, for
use there so tha t the straight line instrument could be retired.

Many covers exist from the troops at Ship Island, both before and after
some of the units had left the Island, with markings of wh at ar e probably route
agents. Figure 10 shows an interesting example of this group, which has been
mentioned in the Chronic le before (see Chronicle No. 74, pp. 78-9). Sent by a
member of the 26th Massachus etts, and bearing Chaplain Babbidge's soldier's
letter certification , the letter was written at the Quarantine Station located
between Head of Passes of the Mississippi River, and New Orl eans , and is
datelined in Jun e of 1862. The cover bears a rather minimal strike of the
U. S. Ship / 3 Cts marking, which may have been applied by one of the route
agents aboard army or navy despatch steamers.

The Period Editor would much appreciate extensions of any of the dates
of use of the various periods of this compl ex story, wh ich describes the Ship
Islands-New Orleans postal history sequence of 1861-2. We would particularly
like to learn of any balloon marking dates between May 4 an d May 12, and
also dates of this marking after May 29. Dates of the straight line marking
between Apri l 30 and May 12 would also be of much interest , as wou ld any of
the late da tes from Ship Island.
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am ple ased to an nou nce that I ha ve been as ked by

th e present owner to offer fo r sale many choice

UNITED STATES &
CONFEDERATE COVERS

from the extensive collect ions of the late

M. HUBER'T JUDD

I will have selections of covers at my tab les at the follow ing shows
this fa ll:

BALPEX, September 1-3, Hunt Vall ey Inn, Hunt Valley, Md .

CPS, September 14-16, Sheraton Ch icago Hotel , Ch icago, III.

NOPEX, Septembe r 28-30, Fontaineb leau Moto r Hote l, Ne w Orleans , La.

SESCAL, Octobe r 11-14, Hilton Hote l, Los Ange les , Ca l.

ASDA, November 16-18, Madi son Square Garde n, New Yor k, N. Y.

•
I will a lso w elcome inq uiries by ma il.

•

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
P. O. BOX 645

SAN ANSELMO, CAL. 94960

PHONE 415-453-4663

CSA
USPCS

APS
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
PROBLEMS OF CONTINENTAL SECRET MARKS
If you are one of the thousands of collectors who sti ll are hoping to fill th e

space pro vided in a printed album for the 24c Continental stamp, here is bad
news for you:

It seems almost certain that Continental Bank Note Company never manu
factured any 24c stamps from a plat e conta ining secret marks, nor even mad e
such a plat e. To be sure , it did indee d add a secret mark to th e 24c, 30c and 90c
dies previously engraved by National Bank Note Company. F rom th ese modi
fied dies Continental struck proofs which still exist, but apparently never made
new plat es from the secret mark dies of the high denominations. At a guess,
Continental finessed that extra expe nse because so few of th e high value stamps
were required . And because th e papers and inks used in producing th e 24c Bank
Notes have thu s far successfully resisted the efforts of philat elic researchers to
distin guish the one company's product from th e other 's, it seems reasonabl e to
predict that the mystery of the Continental 24c ma y never be solved.

That lOO-year-old puzzle develop ed because in 1873 th e National Bank
Note Company lost to the Continental Bank Note Company th e contract for
printing United States stamps. National turned over to Continental all dies, roll s,
and plat es. Thereupon, presumabl y to distinguish its products from th e stamps
made by National, Continental added to most-but apparently not to all- of th e
dies th e marks or retouch lines which philat ely ever since has called "secre t
marks."

The die proofs which Continental then struck from retouched dies show th e
secre t marks . Early writers, including John Luff, accordingly assumed th at Con
tinental made new plates of all eleven denominations from th e retouched dies
and used th ese new plates to print all Continental stamps. Accepting thi s con
jecture, the experts proceeded to assume th at Continenta l stamps of all eleve n
denominations must show secret marks.

That belief still is widely held, even though later research has establishe d
beyond all doubt that it is in error. Now recogni zed as most probabl e is that
Cont inental used the re touched dies to make at least six of the seven denomina
tions from lc through l 2c, made a new plate for the l 5c and th e 2c from the
old National dies with out recutting except possibl y strengthe ning th e left scroll
line in the 2c die, as discussed hereaft er, and continue d using the National
plates unchanged for printing the 24c, 30c, and 90c denominations. And as will
be seen further along in thi s article, the precise origin of th e 2c Continental re
mains something of a puzzle.

Lester Brookm an in Th e United Stat es Postage Stamps of th e 19th Centurij
refers to a letter dated July 29, 1872, from th e Na tional Bank Note Company to
th e Post Office Departm ent stating that all dies, roll s an d plat es are only de
livered cancelled when leaving custody of th e company. Evide nce of such can
cellation has never been discovered, however , either on the dies from wh ich
Continental mad e its new plat es or on those Na tiona l plates which Continental
continue d in active producti on.

It is from Continental's use of the unmodified Na tional 24c plate that the
principal mys tery arises. Despite continuous research and effort no one yet has
been able to distin guish a 24c National from a 24c Continental. Some students
claim th e 24c Cont inental is a deeper shade of purple, but no convincing evi
dence to support that theory has been adva nced. D eep purple copies are known
on covers postally dated while National still held th e printing contract.

Other students have approached the problem through stu dying th e types
of paper used . Continental printed stamps on vertica l ribbed paper, horizontal
ribbed pap er, double paper, and a hard pap er with short silk fibres. Copies of
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th e 24c on other typ es of paper used only by National are relat ively plentiful,
but no 24c has as ye t been found printed on any of the Continental pap ers ex
cept th e silk fib re type. That kind of paper unfortunately was used by both Na
tional and Continental, more extensively by National.

Back in th e 1930's Y. Souren, a New York dealer not not abl y given to under
statement, publicly claim ed th at his extensive phil at elic lab oratory had found
a sure-fire way to tell th e 24c Continental from the National 24c. Sour en died
before makin g his process known to others, though at the tim e he was gen erally
believed to have expertized and sold a few copies of what he termed Con 
tinentals.

Th e Post Office Dep artment records indicate that Continental delivered
only one run of 24c. That run was shipped during the first six months of 1875,
and consisted of only 365,000 stamps. Ten years later , in 1885, the Post Office
Dep artment destroyed remainders of the 24c totalling 364,950 stam ps. If all of
th e 24c then destroyed came from the Continental printing, this would leave
exactly 50 copies that migh t have surviv ed beyond 1885. A discrepanc y of only
50 stamps could eas ily be acco unted for by a miscount so perhap s no Continen
tal s were ever used. So mu ch for the Continental 24c.

Do you still want to fill th e Continental 24c space in your album? If so,
ma y we suggest th at your best bet is to get a deep purple cop y on hard paper
with short silk fibres? Then, even if you cannot prove th at it is th e Continental,
nobody else can prove th at it isn't.

Any fur ther informati on or theories about the mysterious Continental 24c
will be welcomed for possible future comment in this departm ent.

Now let us turn our attention to the oth er denominations for which Con
tinent al kept th e unmodified National plates in active production. The 30c and
90c present no problems of diff erent iation. Most of them can be readily dis
tinguished from th e Na tional 30c and 90c by their color. The National 30c is
bl ack or full black. The Continental 30c is gray or gree nish-black. Th e 90c Na
tion al is carmi ne or deep carmine. Th e Continental !JOc is rose carmine.

The 15c, however, cannot be dealt with so simply. After th e 24c, the 15c is
the bi ggest problem among the Continentals. Here again color is the best way
to distin guish Tweedle Dum from Tweedl e Dee. Th e Continental printings are
a pale or yellowish oran ge, the Nationals are a bri ght or deep orange. How
great it will be when color plat es can be used to illustrat e differences in color!

It is worth comment th at , with the exception of the 12c, all of th e National
printings are of mu ch dark er, deeper, and more positive colors th an th eir Con
tinent al coun terparts. Brookman speculated th at this may have been caused
primarily by printing on dr y rather th an dampened paper, and th at the difference
may have been accentuated dur ing 1873-1877 by use of steam roller presses in
stead of hand presses. Also, many of the Continental products as contrasted
with Na tional seem to come from well worn plates. Plate wear will be discussed
a little further along in thi s article. Meanwhile we return to the 15c Continental.

Much has been written abo ut the "secret mark" on the 15c Continental. Th e
Scott catalog and others describe this as a V in the upper left triangl e, but no
die pro of showing thi s marking has ever come to light. Conceivabl y Continental
could have retouched the National tran sfer roll to add the secret mark , and then
could have use d th is roll to make the new Continental plate, No. 31. Th at sur
mise seems unlikely, however, as the standa rd practice wou ld have been to re
touch the die and make a new transfer roll from it.

Study of 15c Continentals identified by color or on ribbed pap er (which
only Continental used) fails to indica te a constant V mark in the upper left tri
angle. Hence it may be concluded th at th e V is not a secret mark at all , but
rather th at it resulted from plate wear accentuating the deep er lines of the
triangles. Th e idea has also been advanced by some students that small etched
triangles in th e lower left corn er of th e 15c Continental are the real secre t mark.
Stephen G. Rich in a letter dated July 7, 1958, to a fellow collector commented
on th e fact that tho se tri an gles vary greatly in size and shape. He pointed out
that until about 1885 th e Bank Note companies did not harden their plates, in -
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stead maintained the plates by re-entering as needed. Rich argues that the
variations in the lower left triangle of the 15c Continental were due to re -entries,
which printed exclusively large and overlappe d abnormally immediat ely after a
fresh re-entry. This printing peculiarity, he reasoned , would vanish as the plate
wore.

In any event the 15c Continental can best be distinguished from the 15c
National by color and by the evidences of plat e wear on later printings. Brook
man devotes pages 269-281 of his book (Vol. II) to the 15c Continental and pro
vides considerable information beyond that touched upon in this article.

Th e 2c Continental can be distinguished most easily by its brown color ;
the 2c National is red-brown. The secret mark of the 2c Continental-if indeed
it can be classifi ed as a secret mark-is the joining of the lines under the scroll
at the left of U. S., where the fram e line of th e U. S. Postage label and the scroll
come together. In the National 2c the lines do not join.

Rather than call this feature a secret mark, it might better be described as
a mere str engthening of the design which constitutes an uninten tional distinguish
ing mark. Also it could have resulted from a better transfer of the die to the
pla te. It seems improbable that Continental wou ld make suc h a minor altera
tion to iden tify its pr intings of the 2c while adding to all oth er Cont inenta l low
values from lc through 12c the much bolder secret marks that can be easily
identified by the naked eye. Perhaps Continental felt that the brown color of its
2c was suffici ent to distinguish it from the red-brown 2c National.

I suspect that the position s expressed on the 2c and 15c Continentals will
stimulat e some dissentin g views, and hop e it will provoke discussion pro and
con. Readers' comm ents and observations will be welcomed to stimulate further
study of the Continental secret marks.

Th e secret marks on the Ic, 3c, Gc, 7c, lOc and 12c Continental pose no real
problem of identification and are well-described in ca talogues and various texts.
However, on the lc Contin ental the small crescent in the pearl left of th e
num eral 1 varies considerably in size and clarity but generally any evidence
of color in the pearl is assume d to be a Continental printing. Also on the 3c Con
tinental the shading und er the upper tail of the left ribbon is sometimes diffi cult
to distinguish part icularly on heavily inked or smudge d copies. However, using
clear examples of the National 3c and Continental 3c as models can be most
helpful for identifying and sorting. Generally when in doubt it is the Continental
printing.

Figu re 1.
Cover dated Sep tember 7, 1875, from Washingto n, Georgia, to Buenos Ay res , South America, via Ne w York
and l on don .
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Several Continental Covers

Covers franked with th e higher denomination s of Continen tal sta mps are
in my experience hard er to find than corresponding values of Nationals, eve n
though cat alog quotati ons do not always bear out thi s obse rvation. Probab ly th e
scarcity of Cont inental high values on covers traces back to the effec tive dat e
of the Unive rsa l Postal Union 5c rate, which was adopted among most of the
major com mercial nati ons barely two yea rs after the Co ntinenta ls we re issued in
1873.

Fi gure 1 shows an interesting example of a high ra te Continental cover
dated September 7, 1875, used to Arge ntina which was not a member nation, at
that time, of the Un ive rsa l Postal Union. The U. P. U. ra tes becam e effe ctive be
tween orig ina l membe r countries on July 1, 1875. It is from the well-known
correspo ndence to Captain Pembroke Jon es, U. S. Navy. Its Lc, 3c, and pair of
12c Continent als paid the sing le lett er rate of 28c to Argentina by British Mail
via New York. The 1.10 marking in the New York postm ark signifies credit to
Grea t Britain of 1 franc and 10 centimes, ab out 22c, for its rat e from Britain to
Argentina. The other 6c in sta mps consists of 3c paying U. S. Domestic letter
postage from Washington , Georgia (or anywhere else in the United States) to
New York, and approximately 3c for Sea Post from the U. S. to Britain.

~1 I/}~''-:J- «c.:
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/}~:--j
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Fiqure 2.
Val ent ine cover at drop le tte r rate w ith Wa terbury " Arr ow -throug h·Heart" cancel .

The other two covers shown are espe cially int erest ing becaus e they carry
different strikes of a ra re cance llation with different postal rat es for differing uses
on a single da y. Both are Valentine Day covers with two different strikes of th e
rare Waterbury "Arrow-through-Heart" cancellation on Continenta l stamps.
Fi gure 2 is franked with a Lc to pay the drop letter local rate within W aterbury,
Figure 3, ho wever , required a 3c to pay the domestic single letter rate to De
troit, Michigan . Waterbury fancy cancels on the 1873 Continental issue are a
lat e use , subs tantially scarcer than Wa terburys of the 1861-1872 period.

Incidentally, see if you can find the secre t marks on the stamps of all three
covers shown. They are all there. If you miss, blame it on the printer, or your
eyes, or your edi tor.
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· Figure 3.
Waterbury"Arrow.through·Heart" cancellation on Valentine cover to Detroit.
From our sizeable library of postal history documents, we offer the
first in a series of reprints-8Y2 x 11 Xerox-three-hole paper (for een
venience in reference work).

1. Report of the Postmaster General, Nov. 1823 (first report regularly issued in the
Congressiona I Documents series). 6pp. $ __.75

2. Report of the Postmaster General, Nov. 1825. 4pp. $ .50

3. Report of the Postmaster General, Nov. 1839. 10pp. $1.00

4. Report of the Postmaster General, Dec. 1849. 77pp. $7.50

5. Report of the Postmaster General, Nov. 1851 . 71 pp. $7.50

5 . Report of the Postmaster General, Dec. 1852. 51 pp. $5.00

Intervening and later reports to be printed if interest warrants.

Inquiries invited for quantity lots.

Have you tried our Search Service-any book, pamphlet
(eut-ef-print) on any subject. No obligation.

JOHN O. JOHNSON, JR.
1106 TRAPELO RD. WALTHAM, MASS. 02154
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
A REVIEW OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND GOALS
Charles L. Towle

It is fitting th at upon this Silver Anni versary of th e Unite d States Philatelic
Classics Society we pau se to take stock of th e accomplishme nts of th e pa st and
to refl ect upon the proper direction for the future.

In the field of transit markings we ha ve profited greatly from th e research.
accomplishments, and advice of such past and present outstanding philatelists
as Chase, Simpson , Hicks, Remel e, Meyer , Ashbrook, Rubel, de Windt, Down
ing, Per ry, H all , Sampson , Slawson , W yer, and Graham. Through the efforts
and participation of this society and its members two basic catalogs which are
the standa rds in th e field of railway agent markings ha ve been published: the
Remele cat alo g of 1837-1861 markings released in 1958 and th e Towle-Meyer
catalog of 1861-1886 markings whi ch mad e its appea rance in 1968.

Currently through th e medium of the Chroni cle and the efforts of its
Editors we have been ab le to keep both cat alogs up to date and corrected as
new finds are made and information obtained in th e railway marking field. A
companion effor t is under way through the efforts of Richard Graham to bring
up to dat e and publish a similar catalog of steambo at age nt markings based on
the ori ginal resear ch work of Henry Meyer .

As to th e future your Secti on Editor believes ther e are six areas of impor
tance for improvem ent and investigation but would be most happy to receive
th e views and comments of our members , readers and all philatelists as to sug
geste d research, improvements in reporting, and possible areas of development.

Now that we ha ve more tim e available for philatelic pursuits the following
goals are believed to be most worthwhile:

(1) An over all comprehensive definitive catalog of agent markings covering
the peri od 1837-1893 and conta ining a cross-index to id entify steamboat age nt
markings. Hopefully thi s combi ned catalog would be read y for publicati on by
1978.

(2) A definitive accur ate listin g of age nt routes with terminal designations
for th e 1837-1881 period replacing piecemeal information now available.

(3) A definitive study, based on historical facts, in the field of railway
sta tion markings with complete information on authority, necessity, rationale
and usage. (This would be an ideal research assignment for one of our mem
bers livin g close to the National Archi ves).

(4) An improved and more accurate method of developing and utilizing
reliab le scarcity factors for various route markings for th e per iod of study .

(5) Arrangements for the provision and implementation of a USPCS
repository system to house on available file original tr acings of markin gs, con 
tract and route details, b asic source information not available in print, compila
tions not otherwise available and oth er unique materi al which should be pre
served for advancing future research. The scatte ring and loss of basic source
material such as was used to prepare the Remele catalo g ar e a great loss to
philately and cr eate needless wasted tim e in redoing basic research which is
reall y an obligation of USPCS to preserve.
176 T he Chro ni cle / Augus t 1973 / Vol. 25, No . ;I



(6) Above all we hope to broaden the number of collectors, researchers
and writers participating in this most interesting and histor ical field of transit
markings, to educate younger collectors to carryon future research and
philatelic writing, and to enlarge correspondence efforts to foster wider diffus ion
of USPCS aims in education, research, and understanding.
RAILROAD MARKINGS

l-Remele Cata log

1 - Remele Catalog
The following is an index of Addenda to United Sta tes Railro ad Postmarks

1837 to 1861 by C. "V. Remele as listed in Chronicles 31 to 78 of the United
States Philat elic Classics Society. Th e issue and page number for reference are
listed in parentheses. Markin gs are circular if not otherwise specified and di
mensions are in millimeters.

A2-b: ALby. & BUFFALO H. R , 31~, Add black, 1851-57. (40:4).
Bl-g: BALTI MORE R R , Straightline, Hed?, 1838. (36:5).
B2-i: BALTIMORE & OHIO R R , 31)2, Black, 1857-61. (32:2).
B2S-i: B. & O. R R DUFFIELDS, 34 x 25 Oval, 1860, Color unspecified. (32:3;

44:7) .
B2S-j: B. & O. R R. CAMERON, - Oval, Color unspecified. (32:3).
B2S-k: B. & . O. R R SIR JOH N'S RUN, - Oval, Color unspecified, 1860-61.

(35:4-5 ) .
B2S-1: B. &. O. R R BRADY'S MILL, - Oval, Black, 1861. (40:3-4).
B2S-m: B. & O. R R CO. 'WOODBINE, 35 x 26 Oval , Color unspecif ied , 1860.

(47:12, 13).
B2~: BALTe. & PHILa. R. R , 33~, Black, 1847-51. (55:54,73).
B3-a: BALTa. & SUSQh. R R , 34, Add dark brown , 1850. (70:100).
B9-b: BOSTON & BURLI NGTO N R R , 37, Black, 1857-60. (54:15, 16).
Bll-a: BOSTON & FICHBURG R R , 32~, Add black, 1851-57. (44:8-9).
C1~: CANANDAIGUA & YOUNGSTOWN R R , 32, Blue, 1851-57. (51:11, 13).
C13-a: CHICAGO & ROCK ID. R R in. , 30, Red , 1851-57. (32:2).
C17~ : CI N. HI LLSB. & CHILL . R R. 0 ., 30, Black, 18.51-57. (37:7-8).
C21-e: PITTS. & CLEAV. R R TUSC. BRANCH , 36 ?, Color unspecified, 1851-

57. (49:59, 62 ).
C22~ : CLEVE. & TOLEDO R R , 36~ , Black, 1855-59. (52:61; 53:122; 68:170).
C22~S-a : C. &. T. R R AMHE RST, 34~, Black, 1855-59. (68:170).
C24: COLUMBIA, PIQ UA & INDA. R R , 32, Black, 1851-57. Corrected listin g.

(73:31).
D3-b: DETROIT & MILKE. R W., 35, Black, 1851-57. (46:10,12).
06: DUBUQ UE & WES. R R , 26 ?, Black ?, 1860-61. (34:5).
E3~: EATON & HAMILTON R R , 32 ?, Blue, 1854. (33:8).
H~S: HANNIB AL & ST. JOSEPH R R BROOKFIELD, 35, BLACK, 1857-61.

(39:3).
H4S-a: HO USATO NIC R R BOTSFORD, 35 x 2.'5~ Oval, Black, 1851-57.

(64-160) .
H4S-j: H. R ROAD KENT 5, Manuscript, 1845. (75:147, 148).
H5S-a: H. R R R S. DUYVIL, 28, Color not specified, 1851-57. (45:10).
H -d: ILLINOIS CENTRAL R R E. B., 29~, Black, 1857-61. (32:3).
HS-e: ILL. C. R R From MINONK, 30)2, Black, 1855. (75:147, 148).
L3~: LEEDS & FARMINGTON R R , 32, Black, 1857-61. (52:61-62; 53:122).
L6-b: LITTLE MIAMI R R , 31, Red, 1847-51. (32:2).
L6-c: LITTLE MIAMI R R , 32~, Red, 1851-57. R R not inverted. (63:116;

64:160).
L6~: LITTLE MIAMI X. & C. R R , 30, Blue, 1853-57. (61:16).
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Ml-b : MAD RIV . & LAK. ERIE R R , 34, Add black, 1851-57. (32:3).
M5-d: MIC. CE NTRAL R R MIC., 34~, Black , Green, 1850-57. (41:7; 47:13).
M6-b : MICH. SOUTHERN R R , 32~, Add black, 1851-57. (64:160).
MllS-b: M. C. R R PICKENS, 34~ ?, Black ?, 1860. (34:5).
M13~ : MO NTREAL & CO NCORD R R , 34, Color not specified, 1851-57.

(49:62) .
Nl-d: 'N,' and '10,' Blue, 1845. New York to Philadelphia Railroad . (66:84).
N2~S: N. & D. R R REYNOLDS, 34~ x 25~ Oval, Black, 1857-61. (5l:11-12, 13).
N4-b: NEW HAVE N & BELLOWS FALLS R R , 33, Black , 1857-61. Complete

tracin g with periods after R R (57:12; 75:147).
N7: N. HAVEN & SPRI NGFIELD R R , 33Jf, Add black, 1847-51. (42:5).
N7-b: N. HAVE N & SPRINGFIELD R., 34, Red, 1847-51. (42:5).
NllJfS : N. YORK C. R R SAVANNAH, Rounded box, Black, 1858. (57:12).
N12-i : N. YORK & ERIE R. R N. Y., 33, Add red, 1857-61. (54 :15).
N12-k: NEW YORK & ERIE R R , 34, Yellow-gold, 1851-57. (48:11).
N12-1: N. YORK & E RIE R. R , 37, Black, 1857-61. (61:16: 62:72).
N14-c: N. YORK & N. HAVE N R R., Op en circl e, Add black, 1851-57. (74:87).
NI5-g: NEW YORK & PHILA. R. R , 30, Red , 1850-57: Black; 1857-61. (32:2;

61:33.)
N15-h: R. R , 12Jf, Manuscript, Blue ink, ]844. (75:147).
N18~ : NORTH MO . R. R., 25, Black, 1857-61. (51:10-11, 13).
N20-a: NORTHERN R R , 32, Add red , 1847-51. (53:122).
N21-b: NORT HERN O. R. R MAIL N. Y., 28, Add red, 1847-51. (32:3).
N21-c: NORTHERN RAILROAD N. Y., 32~, Black, Red , 1847-51. (32:2, 44:8).
03-c: OHIO & PA. R R , 33, Black, 1851-57. (52:61).
0 4: ORANGE & ALEXA. R R , 32, Black, 1854. (48:11, 12).
P2-d: PE NNSYLVANI A R R., 32, Color unli sted , 1851-57. (50:102).
P6-a: PHILAD a. RAILROAD, 57 x 3Jf S. L., Add black , 1847-51. (32:3).
P6-c: PHILADA. RAILROAD, 30, Add blu e, 1851-57. (32:3).
P6-e: PHILADA. RAIL RD., 29~ , Add red , 1847-51. (50:102).
P14-b: P. H . & FISHKILL R R , 29, Black, 1851-57. (53:122, 123).
P16-c: P. & W. R. R Oct . 6, 21 x 3 S. L., Red , 1849. (62:72).
R3: RAIL R , 33~ x 4Jf S. L ., Red , 1846. Used on cover east to west establishing

route agent usage. (77:41).
R4-h: RAIL-ROAD , 37~ x 4J4 S. L., 1841. With hyph en. New York Stat e usage.

(47:3).
R4-i: RAIL.ROAD , Semi-circle, Red , 1838-40. Same as R4-f but without arc.

Tentati ve. Two agents on route but may be a variant of H4-f. (68:172; 71:
146 ) .

R9: RICHMOND & PTHSBG. R R , 31~ , Add black, 1847-51. (74:87).
R9~:ROANOKE & PETERSBURG R R , 32 ?, Blue, 1851-57. (31:3).
S5-d : SOUTH CAHOLINA R. R , 32, Blue, 1851-57. (50:100, 102) .
S6-a: SOUTH SIDE R R., 31, Add blue, 1851-57. (42:6).
S9Jf: ST. L. & I. M. R R MI NEHAL POI NT, 34, Black , 1861. (44:7).
S12: SYRACU SE & ROCHESTER R R , 31, Black, 1851-57. (41:7-8).
T4- a: TROY & WHITEHALL R R , 32~, Add blu e, 1851-57. (36:5).
V2: VERMt. & MASSts. R R , 33~, Add black, 1847-51. (42:5).
V2-b : VE RMON T & MASS. R R., 34, Black, 1857-61. (41:7).
V3S-c: VA. C. R R KESWICK, 25, Blue, 1860. (40:4).
V4-a: VIRGA. & TENN. R R , 32, Add black, 1851-57. (47:13, 36).
W I -a: WASH IN GTON RAILROAD, 30, Add black, Prestamp. (70:98).
W4- a: WSTRN. & ATLNTC. R R , 33, Add red, Prestamp, 1847-51. (47:13;

70:100 ) .
W4-b: WEST. & ATLANTIC R R , 34, Add green, 1847-57. (36:5).
W7 -b: W ILMINGTON & RALEIGH RAILROAD, 30, Add blackish-brown, Pre

stamp. (53:122).
W7*S: W. &. P. R. R HALLTOWN, 34 x 26 Oval, Black, 1860. (44:8).
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
A QUARTER OF A CENTURY OF STUDY OF THE

TRANSATLANTIC MAILS

George E. Hargest

By 1948 very little information regarding the Transatlantic mails had been
published. What was known had been published in scattered sources which
were difficult to assemble and assimulate by the collector. During the early
thirties, George S. Hill had published valuable information regarding the Bremen
and French conventions in Stamps magazine. Henry Konwiser ran a weekly
column in the same magazine that included much information on "Ship" mail,
and in 1935 Hill and Konwiser published a table of postages to foreign countries
that for years remained the best that had been published about postal rates.
In 1938 Stanley B. Ashbrook had published as Chapter LVI, "Foreign Rates
of Postage and Postal Markings," in volume II of his work on the one cent stamp
of 1851-1857. This contained reproductions of an 1852 and an 1857 table of
postal rates drawn from the pertinent Postal Laws and Regulations. Aside from
a few scattered articles in various journals, these represented the published
knowledge about the Transatlantic mails in 1948, when the first issue of the
Chronicle was published.

In 1949 Maurice Blake and Wilbur Davis published Boston Postal Markings
to 1890. This work contained debit, credit, due, and restatement of rate markings
seen on outgoing and incoming mail applied at the Boston exchange office. It
also presented tables showing the division of rates under the U. S.-British and
U. S.-French postal conventions. These tables and markings went a long way in
explaining the use of debits and credits on Transatlantic mail.

In 1951 Stanley B. Ashbrook began to issue his Special Service to a limited
list of subscribers. In this work Ashbrook frequently discussed Transatlantic mail
covers from the point of view of their rates and usages. There was, however,
limited dissemination, and only a few were aware of its information. In 1956
Frank Staff published The Transatlantic Mail. This work was devoted primarily
to the steamship services and their relation to the mails. For postal historians
it represented a chief source of the fleet lists of the various steamship lines.
There was also considerable rate information included. In 1955 N. R. P. Bon
SOl' had published North Atlantic Seaway, which included, not only the fleet
lists, but also much more information regarding the steamship lines and their
mail contracts. This work, however, was written as a "shipping" book, and did
not attract very much attention among postal historians.

In June 1958 Tracy W. Simpson published in Chronicle No. 31, the first
codification and systematic presentation in outline form of about all that was
then known about the Transatlantic mail services, their rates, treaty arrange
ments , and packet conveyors. This was a giant step forward, since its orderly
presentation enabled the ordinary collector to explain many of his covers. This,
however, covered only the 1851 to 1860 period. What had transpired before or
after this period was not disclosed. Subsequent issues of the Chronicle continued
to refine and present new information. So many small and minor vignettes of in
formation appeared that the accomplishments will have to be painted with a
very broad brush.

Up to this time , interest had centered only on mail from the United
States to foreign countries. Incoming mail was, for the most part, ignored. Little
or no attention was paid to foreign markings, except on letters to France, It was
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generally recognized that there were several periods in which France applied
consistently different due markings to mail from th e United Stat es. What th ese
markings were was known, but the periods in which th ey were applied and
the reasons for th eir application remained a mystery.

In Chronicle No. 37 a French decree of November 19, effec tive 1 December
1851, giving th e French charges on mail from the United Stat es as 13 decim es
by British packet and 8 decimes by American packet , was published in its
entire ty . In Chronicle No . 38 Mr. Eugene Jaeger, .through a Paris memo sent to
him by Mr. Ashbrook, showed that the American pa cket rate on letters to
France was 5 decim es per )4 oz. or 7~ grams, while the British packet rat e was
8 decimes during th e period 1 January 1857 to 1 April 1857. In Chronicle No. 44
the true nature of th e "tray" or "cur rency" marks GB/40c and GB/1f60c was
revealed. In lat er Chronicles th ese were related to the 5 decim es and 8 decim es
rat es.

In Chronicle No. 52 th e details of the provisional agreeme nt between France
and England by which th e rate charged in France becam e 13 and 8 decimes,
and th e sea postage was reduced from 16c to 10c was revealed for the first time.
In Chronicle No. 49 Mr. Millard Mack wrote about the 4c part-paym ent rate
to France during th e inter-treaty period 1 January 1870-1 August 1874. In
Chronicle No. 51 Mr. Melvin ' V. Schuh discussed shortpaid letters to France,
most of which showe d "tray" or "cur rency" marks. For the most part, th e only
interest shown in foreign markings had been on covers to France.

In re gard to th e German mails , Mr. Charles J. Starnes wrote an article on
the ste pwise reduction in the Prussian Closed Mail rates in Chronicle No. 49.
In Chronicle No. 48 th e reasons for the framing of the U. S.-Bremen conven
tion of 1853 and th e use as mail carr iers of th e ships of W . A. Fritze & Co. was
disclos ed for th e first tim e in thi s country. Although the article was incorrect in
regard to th e reduction of the U. S. inland postage from 5c to 3c on unpaid letters,
this was corrected in a lat er issue. Th e fact that the U. S. retain ed 5c U. S. inland
postage only on th e mails carried by the Frit ze ships on Bremen packet mail
wa s first mentioned.

The fact that French mail conveyed by the Allan line ships through th e ex
ch an ge offices of Chicago, Detroit and Portland was to be treat ed as British
packet mail , while Prussian closed mail and British mail conveyed by th ose
same ships was tr eat ed as American packet mail was mentioned for th e first
tim e in Chronicle No. 47. In Chronicles No. 53 and No. 54 Mr . Millard H. Mack
discussed th e 9c rate to France from August 1, 1874 to December 31, 1875.

While each issue of th e Chronicle has brought out some vignette of im
portance to po stal historians , the above gives an idea of the major contributions
that have been made to th e study of the Transatlantic mails. As was stated be
for e, it has had to be painted with a broad brush.
THE CBRONICLE
is the only journal devot ed exclusively to

19th Century U. S. Phil ately

For advertising information write to

CLIFFORD L. FRIEND
8081 Aquadale Drive, Boardman, Ohio 44512
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MAILS TO BRITISH NORTH AMERICA
SUSAN M. McDONALD

For some time 1 have been awaiting an opportunity to begin an ongoing
discussion of cross-border mails, in order to explore and resolve, through report
ing and sharing information, some of the un settled qu estions and problems in
this field.

Because the 1851 U. S.-Canada agreement is central to an understanding
of post office operati on and regulations , it is a basic document. Since the com
plete text is not readily accessible, it is rep roduced in full here, as annexed to
the 1851 PMG Report (pp. 466-468, Exec utive Docum ents, Part 2, 32nd Congress):

Articles of agreement bet ween the Post Office Departm ent of the United
States and the Post Office Depa rtm ent of Canada.

For the purpose of establishing and regul ating th e interchan ge of mails
between the United States and Canada, it is agreed between the Post Office
Dep artment of th e United States and the Post Office Dep artment of Canada:

1. That there shall be an excha nge of mails between the United States and
Canada, at th e following points, viz:

On th e side of the United Sta tes. at O n the side of Ca nada . a t

Stanstead .

St. John's.

Montreal.
Toronto.

Port Sarnia.
Windsor,
Waterloo.
Qu eenstown.
Niagara.
Coburg.
Kingston.
Brockville.
Pr escott.

Port Huron, Michigan.
Detroit "
Black Rock, New York.
Lewiston, "
Youngstown,
Roch ester,
Cape Vincent,
Morristown,
Ogdensburg,
Whitehall, }
Plattsburg
Rouse's Point
Burlington, Verm ont.
Derby Lin e "
Buffalo, New York. }
Alba ny
New York
Boston, Massachusetts.
Fort Covington , New York. Dundee."

2. Th e mails exchanged between the offices of New York, Albany, Buffalo,
and Boston , on the one side, and Toronto, Kingston, and Montreal on th e other ,
are to pass each way as through-mails-not to be opened at any interm edi ate
frontier office.

3. Th e postage to be charged in the United States, on a letter not exceeding
half an ounce in weight, to or from Canad a, shall be five cen ts for any distance
within the United States, not exceeding 3,000 miles; an d exceeding 3,000 miles,
within the United States, ten cents the single letter. Every additional weight
of half an ounce, or additional weight of less th an half an ounce, to be charged

Swan ton , Verm ont.
Unde r the New Bru nswick a rra ngeme nt ,

Sta tes excha nge offi ces.

·Since adde d :
Sacke tt 's Harbor. New
Oswego

Buffalo

York . } Kin gston-by steamer, in summer.

{
H am il ton, }
Q ueenstown, hy th rou gh -bags,
I'h iIIipsburgh .

Houlton and R obbinston , Me.. ar e the Un ited
T he Chronicle / Au gus t 1973 / Vol. 25, No. 3 181



as one addi tional rate: th e rat es in thi s section mentioned, having been adopted
and ag reed upon b y the Postm aster Gen eral of the United Stat es, by and with
the adv ice and conse nt of the President.

4. The post age to be ch arged in Canada on a letter not excee ding half an
ounce in weight, to or fr om th e United States, sh all be five cents for any distan ce
in Canada . E ver y weight of half an ounce, or additional weight of less th an half
an ounce, to b e ch ar ged as an additional ra te.

5. Upon all letters po sted in th e United Stat es to be delivered in Can ada,
or po sted in Can ada to be deliver ed in the United States, th ese rates sha ll be
combined into on e rate, of which p ayment in adva nce sha ll be optional in eithe r
country. L ess th an th e who le combined ra te cannot b e prep aid .

6. T he Post Office D epartment of th e United States will collect and keep
all the postages on th e unpaid letters from Canad a, as we ll as the postages on
letters to Ca na da, prepaid in th e Unite d States, and the post office dep artmen t
of Canada will collect an d keep all th e postages on th e unpaid letters from th e
United States, as we ll as th e postages on letters pr ep aid in Can ada to th e Uni te d
States.

7. E ach mail despatch ed from one country to th e other shall b e accompanied
by a letter or post -bill, showing the number of letters so posted , and distinguish
ing th e paid from th e unpaid, with th eir postage in separa te columns.

8. The postage on newsp ap ers, pamphlets, magazin es, and all other printed
matter, must b e prepaid, or sent free to th e line in th e cou ntry where posted;
and any post age af terwards accur ing th ereon , beyond th e line, is to be collec ted
and ret ained by th e post office department of th e country in which it accrues .

9. The offic es designated for th e despatch and receipt of Can ada mails, on
th e side of th e Uni te d States, will stamp "U. States" upon all letters sent into
Can ada for delivery; and th e offices designat ed for the despatch and receipt of
United States mail s on th e side of Ca nada , will stamp "Ca na da" upon all letters
sent into th e United States for delivery.

10. The post offi ce departments of th e United States and Canada shall each
return to th e oth er all dead letters, unopened and without charge, every three
months, or oftene r, as m ay best suit the genera l regu lations of each dep artment.

11. The expense of transpo rt ing th e mail s between th e frontier exchange
off ices, where th e conveyance is by wa ter, shall b e borne equa lly by th e two
department s; but when th e tr ansport ati on is by land, th e expense sha ll be borne
by each in proportion to th e distance tr avelled over th e territory of each country.
All con tracts for suc h tr ansport ation sha ll, before th ey go into op erati on, be
approved by th e post office dep artment of each country .

12. T his arrang ement sha ll go into operation on th e 6th of April next, and it
may b e modified from time to time, as may be agreed upon by parties th ereto;
and it may be annulled at th e desire of eithe r party, upon three months' notice.

In witness wh ereof, th e Postmaster General of th e United Stat es and th e
Postm aster Gen er al of Canad a have hereunto set th eir hands and affi xed th eir
seals, resp ectively, thi s twenty-fifth day of March, in th e yea r of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-one.

N. K. HALL,
J. MORRIS,

[L. s.]
[L. s.]

Many features of this agree me nt war rant detailed commentary, but for th e
mom ent, only Article 9 will be specifica lly considere d. It is thi s article which
provided for U. S. exchange offices to stamp "U, Stat es" on letters to Canada.
This portion of th e agr eem ent brought forth a large gro up of int eresting and
distinctive postal markings which are worthy of concentrated study.

I would like to record as man y varieties as can be distinguished as individual
typ es, and also to identify th e office of use, wh erever possible, and to estab lish
th e period th e instrument was in ac tive use. Thi s will require coopera tion from
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readers, whether they have specialized collections of these exchange office mark
ings or only scattered examples. If sufficient information is obtainable, an attempt
may be made later to assess the relative scarcity of various markings, and to indi
cate other features that may add to the value and interest of a cover.

No effort will be made to restrict reports to items on covers with stamps;
quite the contrary, as no worthwhile study of these markings can be undertaken
unless stampless covers are included. In fact, some of the markings, by their
very nature, can appear only on unpaid covers , whether stampless or ones
on which the stamps were insufficient to pa y the rate. This topic will be con
sidered in more detail in a future issue.

Exchange markings used by U. S. offices in accordance with Article 9 fall
into four main divisions by style or type: circular, straightline, oval, and arc.
Variety is the most limited in the circular types; straightlines, although in heavy
use, have only a few variations; oval markings may be found in about ten dif
ferent styles. By far the most numerous and with the widest range of variation
are the arc typ es, of which at least twenty-five can be differentiated. One from
this group is illustrated and described first. .

i
The exchange marking on the cover shown is a fairly common typ e. It con':

sists of the wording "UD. STATES" in serifed capitals in an enclosed arc over
the words "PAID/ 6d." It measures 27 x 18 mm, A plate of tracings of these mark
ings will be published later. This handstamp was used at Buffalo, N. Y., and was
struck only in red. Its use was, of course, restricted to prepaid mail. My records
show use from mid-1853 to late 1855. I also have un confirmed reports of De
cember 1852 and Jun e 1856 examples. The covers showing this marking are all
addressed to destinations in Canada West, except one to Quebec. The latter
cover originated and was postmarked at Buffalo, and may be considered to
verify Buffalo ~ the exchange office using this instrument. I would appreciatq
reports of earlier or later dates or any unusual use. I expect that dates aftef
1856 may be reported. i

The illustrated cover is an interesting example. The 36 Nesbitt envelope was
mailed at "URBANA N. Y. AUG 25," (1853), addressed to Toronto. The correct
rate was lOc, and part payment could not be accepted. Rather than ' send th~
letter on rated as unpaid, the Urban postmaster held it and notifi ed the sendef
who paid the 7c difference in cash. The letter was th en remail ed on August 26;
and recognized as fully paid by the Buffalo exchange office. I
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u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O . Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
184 T
WANTED

COVERS
We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Hilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Phllatellc Classlcs Society
he
~~~~·1:.~~ Borrow with confidence
In any emergency, borrow I
the money you need at I

I".E delm an's. Use your collec- I
M tion as collateral and still

retain complete ownership.

~
At Edelman's , you can rN.
obtain quick , confidential ~

~
.. loans for any amount up im

:~:: to 80 % of the value of i
~ your properties - from

~
$50 to $50 ,000 and more.

rA, Write today fo r further
~ information. .

I II J.~~;~7-~;~6 I
L~~:;;;d
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 78
Th e solution for the May problem cover (Figure 1) is somewhat speculative,

as several aspects of the cover remain confu sing and obscure. Calvet Hahn sent
a thorough analysis and Creighton Hart also offered suggestions. At my re
quest, Dr. Scott Polland furnished many valu able details. What follows is mainly
a composite, with some added theor ies of my own .

Figure 1

The first difficulty is that Pacifi c Express was supposedly not founded until
about July 1, 1855, by employees of Adams Express after its failure. This cover
was used in April 1855. However , other Pacif ic E xpress uses befor e July 1855
have been noted so that the start ing date assigned may be in error. It is probable
that the envelope was, as Dr. Polland suggests, "bought by Dr. Wil ls (well kno wn
correspondence) before April 1, 1855, and was a plain 6c envelope frank ed by
Pacific Express PAID, which is in the upper left hand corner. For this he prob
ably paid 10 cts. to the express comp any." This included a fee to the express com
panyas well as the U. S. postage of 6c coast to coast. The PAID handstamp refers
to the express compa ny service only.

The rate to and from the Pacific Coast was raised to lOc effec tive April 1,
1855, and the envelope was used after this date. The April 23 date docketed by
the recipient probabl y represents the letter datelin e. Perhaps the sender was in
a remote area and was not inform ed of the rate change. At any rate the envelope
was evidently entrusted to the express compa ny representa tive and carried out
side the mail via Pacific Express and its arranged facilities, and eve ntually
reached the company's New York City office, where it received the oval hand
stamp with the Broadway address. (Dr. Polland mentions that this New York
Pacific Express marking is fairly rare. I cannot find it listed in the new Western
Express Franks or in earlier works.)

Pacific Express hand ed the letter over to the New York City post office,
where it entered the mails. It was short paid 4c for the rat e from California.
All who comment ed agree that the "D UE 7" was struck in error, th e '''DUE 4"
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was then struck over it to corre ct th e rate; the resulting whole was so obscure
that the clerk then cancelled it by a grid, and struck the "DUE 4" a second
time below.

The chief mystery is in the presence of the stamps. Both Dr. Polland and
Mr. Hahn suggest that th e express company had made an arrangement with
the U. S. Post Office Department to cover handling of short paid letters-par
ticularly in the period immediately following th e ra te change. If Pacific Express
made up the missing postage, it would have performed its services without com
pensation. But probably th e New York City post office refused to accept th e
mail unless th e 10c rat e was paid in stamps; the post office would th en reim
burse th e express company and mark the letter "DUE 4" so that the deficient
postage wa s collected from the addressee . It seems likely to me, however, th at
the post office would insist on full payment from th e express company in th e
form of adde d stamps and would not pay this amount back to Pacific Expr ess
(or other companies) until the post office was assured of its share by collection
from th e addressee. This would also explain th e odd pen cance ls which do not
extend from one stamp to the oth er or onto the envelope. Pacific Express would
deliver a large number of short paid letters to the New York City post office at
one time and would be required to purchase enough stamps to cover th e deficient
postage. For speed and convenience the stamps would be cancelled by pen lines
in sheets or lar ge blocks before being separated and affixed to individual en
velopes. After the stamps were applied, each envelope, as in the case of th e
problem cover, was postmarked and th e du e marking handstamped. If this th eory
is substantially correct, comparison with other short paid covers in the period
a fter April 1, 1855, for similarity in handling procedures, should verify its
accuracy.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
The problem cover for this issue is from the collection of Walt er Hubbard.

It is a folded letter sheet postmarked NEW YORK APR 18 (1849) in red and
addresse d to Kingston, Canada Wes t. Th e 10c 1847 stamp is tied by the New
York City square grid in red. There is a manuscript "3" (strengthened in th e
phot?) in bl ack ink.

Figure 2
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What use is represented by this cover?

" There was the "3" applied? Wha t is its significance?
AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS, CONT.

The 1861-69 section has fre quently included commentaries on auction lot
descriptions. Dick Graham's criti cism has usually been directed not to the ac
cura cy of the descriptions th emselves, but to the fancifulness of th e interpre
tations accompanying them.

T o counteract any impression that such errors occur only in the 1861-69
period, here are two descriptions from a recent auction:

530 (cover symbol) U. S.-Canada, Six folded letters, Five "Cross-Border"
with interesting range of rates & pmks. Incl. a choice "Ha lifax, Tomb
stone" in Red, an odd "7 cts" which appears to be an interprovincial
use, Very Fine Lot E. IV

852 (cover symbol) 3c Rose Red, Ty. I (25). Quite we ll centered , Used
alone on cover to Canad a, tied by bold "New York, 10 cts. , F eb. 22,
1860" Str . Lin e Exchange marking. Clearly underpaid as the rat e was
IOc, yet no U. S. or Canada Unpaid markings. Fine, Very Unusual
(Photo) E. IV

The first description is in the section headed "Starnpless Covers," and in
this context a decimal ra te on a Nova Scotia cover during wha t is presumably
the pence period is not reasonably attributed to an "interprovincia l use"
whatever that means. It almost certainly represents U. S. postage du e. W ithout
seeing th e cover , I would suggest the pr obability that the 7c is an incoming
U. S. ship letter rat e, and th at th e letter wen t by British packet from H alifax
to Boston in th e 1845-48 period . 1 don't believe that every describ er should
be expe cted to recognize the specialized use involved, but certainly th e space
sacrifice d to random specu lation could be b etter utilized in giving dat es or
destin ations of th e material. The prospective bidder would find such factual
det ail more informative and worthwhile.

In the case of lot 852, th e statement th at th ere are "no U. S. or Can ad a
Unpaid markings" is wholly false. The amount du e is expresse d twic e-first by
the New York postmark incorp orating "10 cts." It is also indicated, as th e photo
reveals, by th e exchange office handstamp UN ITE D STATES/6D • Eithe r of
these markings was sufficient to insure th e collection of IOc (Ca na da had adopted
decimal currency by this date) from th e addressee. As frequently explained
in these pages, by terms of the 1851 U. S.-Can ada agreeme nt, partial paym ent
was not recognized. There were a few cases where short paym ent apparently
got by-those covers would deservedly be cha racterized as "very unusual," but
this is not one of th em. The appe arance of thi s cover shows th at the stamp was
ignore d and the full amount rated as du e and collected.

In another auc tion catalog, in the midst of a long series of covers from
Jamaica to the British Isles, thi s description appears:

767 Kingston, Jamaica (K6). Folded letter with contents to Kirkcaldy, N. B.
(Canada) 1843. With receiving marks of 3 line bo xed Kirkcaldy and
2 other receiving marks in bright orange and re d. In ms. ''1''. Scarce
destin ation. VF E. III

However , th e initials "N. B." do not refer to New Brunswick. They stand for
"North Britain," a particularly tasteless and contemptuous designat ion for th e
nat ion of Scotland, th ough its use at thi s period is more likely to derive from
mere thoughtlessness than a delibera tely patronizing attitu de , The term appears
occasionally in addresses and writings, mostly in th e lat e eighteenth and early
nine tee nth centuries, after which its use luckily declined before th e Jacobite
cause could aga in raise a standard aga inst th e Sassenach.
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WANTED
CLASSIC 19th Century - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESSES

For My Outright Purchase, Consig nme nt, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave . Bronx, N . Y. 10462
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

WANTED-154 covers to complete a # 11
or # 26 Phila. P a. cal en dar. C/ C especially
desired . Write first, have want list. Harry
Yeager , Glenolden, P a. 19036.

WANTED-Quadruple split grill, triple
grill, #94 wi th grill pts. u p (inverted) .
Send priced to: J . Weston Smith, 717
Riverside S. E., St. Cloud, Minn. 5630l.

WANTED-Zeppelin flight covers, related
mat., U. S . an d foreign trips. Indiv. or
entire colI. Send priced, or for return cash
offer. Geo. M. Chandl er II , Box 20325,
Indianapo lis, Ind. 46220.

WANT ED- Covers wi th Petersburg, Va .
cancels-Colon ial , Stampless, Classics &
Confederate. A . L . T. Tobias , P . O. Box
43661, Los An geles, Cal. 90043.

WANTED-Covers wi th U . S. # 205 or
216. J ohn S. Hopkins, 2916 W. 20th , Topeka,
Ka nsas 66604.

WANTED-Pat Paragraphs by E. Perr y.
Write first. Cliff L. Frien d, 8081 Aq ua da le
Dr ., Boardman, Ohio 44512.

WANTED-For compl et ion of # 10 & # 11
plates. Need foll owing pos it ions: Plate 1
Early: 35-36---54L; P . 1 Intermed.: 75L ;
P. 2 Early: 34R; P late 0: 64-72L; P. 5
Early : 1Q-80L; P . 6: 82R; P. 7: 67L ; P. 8:
44-7D---87-95L, 32-37--42--49-78R. Will
buy or exchange. J os. Diens tfrey, 23451
El Reposa, Laguna Hills, CA 92653.
THE BIG SHIFT OF THE 5c 1847 "STAMP COLLECTING"

Illustrated in the F eb ruary Chronicle are four 5c stamps with slight shifts
which give the illusion of four different corner copies in the Stamp Collecting
commemorative. The big shift in the illus tration above shifts about a third of
th e stamp out of its intended position. Thi s stam p is in William Allen's collec
tion at Lansin g, Michigan who reports only one sheet of big shift stamps were
found . T he stamp at the righ t shows the 5c reprod uction in its normal position.
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~-_: HRH I_--r.
SELL THROUGH THE INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONEERS

. . . AND OBTAIN INTERNATIONAL PRICE lEVELS

H. R. Harmer, Inc. of the H. R. Harmer Organization
offer you many extras at no extra cost:

I . Bidding from an International mailing list of top amateurs
and professionals

2. Elaborate, well illustrated, auction catalogues accurately de
scribed by a staff of top specialists

3. Free l.loyds of London insurance from time of despatch until
title passes to the buyer

4. Your property housed in an individual container in the
Harmer vault, protected by modern sophisticated Holmes
apparatus.

5. Your collection extensively advertized and publicized to stim
ulate additional interest

6. The finest premises with separate exhibition room and auc
tion ga Ilery

7. Liberal INTEREST FREE advances

. . . all this and much more at the modest commission charge of
20% of the gross realization (and no lotting fee)

Attractive dates in September onwards are now available.

Sell now, while the market is at the strongest it has ever been.

Request a copy of our recently revised 16-page booklet "Mod
ern Methods of Philatelic Selling" which clarifies the advantages
of selling through Harmers, and also gives details of their unique
Guaranteed Realization Plan.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auctioneers

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

PHONE: (212) 757-4460

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY
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