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WE WANT TO BUYI
We want to buy any and all worth-while philatelic material!

Collections, large and small, Accumulations, Dealers' Stocks,
Speculators' Holdings, Single Rarities, Covers are all desired.

We want to buy for immediate cash to any amount! We know
values and in today's strong market we expect to pay fa ir value.
Our check in full will be sent or handed to you immediate ly
a transaction is concluded.

If you prefer sale by auction, then our auction firm will give you
matchless service. You may have an immediate interest-free cash
advance. We make a simple commission charge of 20% on reali­
zation with no lotting fees, no illustration fees, in fact no hidden
charges of any kind. You receive full payment on settlement
date, within five weeks from date of sale.

It pays to deal with an acknowledged leader in the field. We
consistently sell a greater dollar value than any other auction
dealer in the country (Last year over $4,1 OO,ooo.om and we
constantly achieve many record prices. It costs you no more and
it could mean more dollars in your pocket.

Don't forget! The present market is very strong but no one can
tell how long it will last. There is such a thing as overstaying the
market; something a realistic owner should consider.

Write or phone us about anything you may have to offer. If war­
ranted by bulk and value we can make arrangements to call on
you personally, wherever you are.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.
120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

PHONE (212) 753-6421



VOLUME FIVE
of the Encyclopaedia of Empire Stamps comprising

NORTH AMERICA
includes postal history, postal rates, listings of the handstamps with indications of value,
cancellations, specialised listings of the adhesive stamps with much new information,
essays, proofs, colour tr ials "SPECIMEN" & "CANCELLED" overprints, varieties, covers,
blocks, postal sta tionery, airmail stamps and covers, forqeries described, valuations (be ing
auct ion realisations with the month and year of sale quoted) or auction estimates (dated).

Many hundreds of works of reference, monographs and articles have been con­
sulted, nine years research made into official records plus many original studies written,
so this volume contains a summary of all information known to us with a great deal that
has not appeared in print before.

In seven hundred pages are packed ten volumes divided into

The Colonial Posts in America - entirely revised 64 pages, Canada 256 pages,
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island 100 pages, Newfound­
land 100 pages, British Columbia 36 pages, Bermuda 24 pages, British Honduras
24 pages, British Postal Agencies in Colombia/Panama, Guatemala, Mexico,
Nicaragua and U.S.~: 48 pages, Appendices, Bibliography, Indices and colour
illustrations 52 pages.

This is undoubtedly the most valuable work of reference to appear for II decade
lind the costs of production are in excess of £ 40 ,000.

The first impression comes in two editions.

The Library Edition-limited to 4,000 copies-in one volume, Price £ 15.
(U .S. $40) including registered postage.

The De Luxe Edition-limited to 200 copies-half morocco in special case.
Price £20. (U .S. $50.) including registered postage.

When this announcement was published, some two hundred pages had been printed
and approximately 100 pages are being printed each month . .

Anticipated publication date - 1st December 1973.

Orders should be sent to the

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, ROBSON LOWE, LTD.
Granville Chambers, Richmond Hill, Bourriemouth, BHl 1DL, England

or to our U.S. Literature Agents HJMR Co., Box'308, North Miami, Fla. 33161

Robson Lowe Ltd.
London
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HAWAII- COVERS
u.s. # 11 (3c 1851) Horiz. Pair, Ju st cut in, Tied by Pen Cance l, to Superb cove r

with Script " Honolulu " U.S. Postage"" in Red Pmk., Beauty $250

# 6 (13c Dark Red) F.-V.F. Stamp, Tied by Red Grid & Red "H., H.I." Pmk. To V.F.
Appearing Cover (U.L. Corne r neatly repaired), S.F., ,Cal. Transit & "PAID 8
SHIP" markings in Black, Rare & Attractive, 1973 Cat. $1,500 $950

# 8 (5c Blue) & U.S. # 17 (12c 1851), Both Sligh tly Cut in, Nea tly Tied toge ther by
Black "S.F., Cal" Pmk. To V.F. Front of Cover , w ith Red "H., H.I." Prnk., 1973

Cat. $2 ,100, Very Pretty .__. . $750

#8 & U.S. # 17, #8 Fine , # 17 we ll cut in at Rt. wh e re cover opened, Tied to-
gether by Black "S.F., Cal" Pmk. To V.F. Cover with Red "H., H.I." Pmk. $650

# 16 (2c Black on Greyish) 3 Huge Marg ., Outer frame line Partly Cut in at top,
Tied by Pen Cancel To FRONT OF COVER Pmk. "Honolulu, H.1. . Oct . 30" in
Red, 1973 Cat $600 on full cover $250

# 16d, (on Greyish White) 4 good Margins bu t torn & Crea sed before use, neatly
Tied by Red "H., H.I.," Pmk. To V.F. Cover, Attractive Though Defect ive $300

# 16, Superb, Large Uneven Margins Tied by Pen Can . & Oval Red "POSTAGE
PAID" To Fine Face Plus 213 of Back of Fo lded Letter sheet, w ith Red "H., H.I.,"
Pmk. Att ract ive $450

# 16, V.F.-S., Neat Pen Cross Cance l, Not Tied to V.F. Orange Cove r w ith Red
"H., H.I." Pmk. Very Attractive .. . . ._... $500

# 16, Superb &, Striking ly Tied by Oval Red "POSTAGE PAID" & " H., H.I." Pmk.
To V.F. Small Large Part . Part of Reverse missing , . Folded Letter Sheet,
A Beauty . $5 50

# 27a (2c Car. Rose) F.-V.F., Red Grid Can., on FRONT OF COVER Pmk. Red "H.,
H.I.," Most Attractive, 1973 Cat $325+ + $250

# 27 (2c Pale Rose) F.-V.F., Tied Red Grid To Fine Slightly Repaired Cove r, No
Pmk., 1973 Cat. $325. . . . $225

#28A (2c Car. Rose) F.-V.F., Black Grid Can. , on FRONT OF COVER with Black "H.,
H.I." Pmk. 1973 Cat. $275+ +, Most Attractive $250

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In February, May. August, and November by the U. S.
Philatelic Classic s Society, Inc., a t ,2030 Glenmont Ave. N. W., Canton, Ohio 44708. secon d class
pos tage paid at Ca nton, Ohio 44711 and additiona l malllng office. Subscription pr ice $14.00. A year 's
subscription Is Includea In m ember ship In th e U. S. P hllatell c Class ics Society. with $7.50 of each
me mber's dues apportion ed to publication of T he Chronicle. Printed In th e United States of America .
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AUTHORITATIVE PHILATELIC LITERATURE
UNITED STATES

Postal History
Chicago Postal History, edited by Harvey M. Karlen

191 pages, cloth, 1971 regular ed ition $17.50
de luxe ed ition $22 .50

Colorado Postal History : the Post Off ices, by Bauer, Ozment & Willard
248 pages, cloth, 1971 $15.00

Colonial Posts in the United States of America, 1606-178 3, by Horow ics and lowe

Postaf~i~:;r~s'of';~i~~'is~i~~~, st~mpjess-perio(rT799:j"860:-by--Bru~e--6aki~:·j~
290 pages, cloth 1969, ed ition of 300 copies $25.00

Post Offices of Oregon, Washington , and Idaho, by Dr. Robert l. landis
251 pages, cloth, 1969 $25.00

American Stamp less Cover Catalog, ed ited by E. N. Sampson .
225 pages, cloth , 1971 $ 10.00

New Mexico Place Names, by T. M. Pear ce
187 pages, cloth, 1965, 5000 town references with some post office
notes $7.50

First Mail Wes t, Stagecoach lines on the Santa Fe Trail, by Morris F. Taylor,
253 pages, cloth, 1971 $10.00

The Ame rican Mail, Enlarge r of the Common life , by Wayne E. Fuller
378 pages, cloth , 197 2, ge nera l work but inte resting $8 .95

Transport
Advertisements of lower Mississippi River Steamboats, 1812-1920 complied by '

leonard V. Huber, 100 pages, cloth, 1959 mostly on the 1840-1870
period, complements lytle and Klein $15.00

Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States, 1807-1868, by William M. lytle
294 pages, clot h plus three paper supplements, 1952 $40.00

Handstamps of Wells, Fargo & Co., 1852· 1895, by John F. leutzinger
273 pages, ring binder, 1968 plus 1971 supplement $12.50

1971 supplement only $3.50
Franks of the Western Express by Mel Nathan regular edition $17.50

de luxe edition $22.50

CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA
Memo irs of John H. Reagan, Postmaster Genera l of the Confederacy au tob i-

ography, 361 pages, cloth, 1968, reprint, new index $9.50
Register of the Confederate Debt , by Raphael P. Thian

190 pages, cloth , 1972 reprint, mostly numismatic $15.00

GREAT BRITAIN
Postal Histo ry of Grea t Brita in and Ire land, by R. M. Willcocks

80 pages, cloth, 1972 $1 0.00
Four Hundred Years of British Autographs, by Ray Rawlins

188 pages, cloth, 1970, some Colonial interest . $9 .50

CANADA
Postal History

Canada Post Off ices, 1755-1895, by Frank W. Campbell
191 pages, cloth, 1972 $15.00

NORTH AMERICA
Encyclopedia of Empire Postage Stamps, Volume Five, North America, by

Robson lowe, about 700 pages, cloth, anticipated publication, Dec. 1, 1973
library edition, 4,000 copies .. $40.00·
de luxe ed ition, 200 cop ies -'-_~~-- ..------- $50.00·

Orders at this time are recommended for both ed itions - -~;. ~

• Price subject to change with value of dollar

LEONARD H. HARTMANN
POST OFFICE BOX 21397 LOUISVILLE, KY. 40221
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I am pleased to announce that I have been asked by the

present owner to offer for sale many choice specialized

UNITED STATES STAMPS

from the extensive collection

of the late

M. HUBERT JUDD

INQUIRIES BY MAIL ARE INVITED

COVERING THE FOLLOWING:

1847

1851-56

1857-60

1861-66

1867 GRILLS

BANK NOTES

Inquiries for covers of the above should be d irected to

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645, San Anselmo, Calif. 94960

Inquir ies covering other issues are also requested

due to the extensive nature of the material

USPCS

ROY E. DELAFOSSE, JR.
1785 SAMARIA TRAIL

TUCKER, GEORGIA 30084

APS
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
It is a pleasure to welcome several new authors to the Chronicle in this
issue. They are not all inexperienced in ph ilatelic wri ting, bu t this ,"is their first
appearance in this publication. Elizabeth: C. Pope, whose articles on Valentin es
and other subjects have appeared in the American Philatelist and elsewhere, is
represented by an interesting account of a pair of lOc 1847 bisect covers. W. T.
Wynn outlines a detailed approach to postmark collection in the 1851-61 sec­
tion. Dr. Joseph F. Rorke has described an unusual cover to Switzerland, and
J. V. Woollam, one of our members in England, has wri tten an analysis of
markings on covers from the United States to Chile carried 'by the Pacific
Steam Naviga tion Co. Their notes appear in the Foreign Mails section.

The main feature of the 1861-69 period is a detailed study of the 1869
10c issue on cover used from the U. S. Consular Post Office at Shanghai by
Michael Laurence. The September 1973 issue of Americana, published by th e
American Heritage Society, contains an engaging article, directed to a lay
audience, on "The Unlikely Passion of Collecting Stamps ," by Mr. Laurence,
who is a professional journalist. In it he enthusiastically recommends the Classics
Society and the Chronicle to his readers. The good not ice is much appreciated.

Also appearing in this issue is the first instalment of a fine study of the
carrier service by Calvet M. Hahn . This article, which will be continued over
two or three issues, offers much new information and valuable fresh insights
concerning this importan t subject.

The section editors are always eager to encourage new writers. Too often
the editors are obliged to perform both jobs. If you have philatelic information
to share, we'd like to hear from you.

The Society of Philatelic Americans this year is making awards to publica­
tions of its branches in three categories: national branches, club federations,
and individu al clubs. Belmont Faries has informed me that the Chronicle has
been selected as winner in the nation al branches class, and has been awarded
an S. P. A. medal. The editorial staff appreciates this recognition.
NEWLY OFFERED PUBLICATIONS
Complete Index to Bakers' "U. S. Classics" Column

in Stamps - $1 .00 to members, $1 .50 to non-members

Civil War Per iod Map s of the Southern States of America

by J. Calv in Smith - per set $6 .00

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT - ORDER NOW FROM

JACK L. J ENKINS, Box 615, Bloom ington, III. 61701

Make Checks Payable to U. S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc.
The Chronicle / November 197!l / Vol. 25. No.4 195



THE 1841·51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Eclltor
REUNION

ELIZABETH C. POPE

This is the story of the reuniting of the two segments of a vertically bisected
10c 1847 stamp . It is the first matching of vertical halves of this stamp.

In the Green (Storrow) Sale (1943), Lot 70 was a cover postmarked February
25 (1851) in New York, addressed to "Edward Walcott Esqre/ C/o Gas Co./
Providence/ R. 1." In the lower left comer of the cover is the right "half' of a
lOc '47, tied by several strikes of the red New York square grid. Subsequently
the cover was acquired by Marc Haas , in whose collection it was seen frequently
by John Pope.

When the catalog arrived for the Siegel Auction Galleries sale of September
27, 1972, John Pope 's eye was caught by Lot 839, a bisected 10c 1847 on cover.
A check of his records convinced him that it was the mate to the half stamp on
Marc's cover. A telephone conversation between the two collectors resulted in
Marc's purchase of the cover at the auction.

The second cover is also from New York on the same date as the other
cover, obviously addressed in the same handwriting. The addressee is "Joseph
Winn Esqre/ Gas Co. Office / Salemi Massts." The stamp is tied with several
strikes of the red squ are grid, and is in the upper right corner of the cover.
The letter portion of the first cover is not extant, but the contents of the second
cover remain.
196 The Chronicle / November 1973/ Vol. 25. No.4



The letter reads as follows:

New York, February 24, 1851
Joseph Wi nn , Esq .
Salem

Dear Sir:
On my retu rn to Boston I wrote you as promised relat ive to our gas coal and

ha ve on ly to add th at the opinion of all the gas engineers I have seen in this
country is decidedly favorable to our coal and that it yields by far the largest
amount of coke and gas combined of any coa l tried by them and consequently
proves cheaper.

The strongest argument I can use possible is tha t I have long supplied the gas
companie s of Ne w York , Ph iladelphia and Albany and have now much larger
orders than an y previou s year and also hold orders from Spring fie ld . New Haven
and Boston .

I feel tha t a tr ial of our coa l would prove satisfac tory and th e m ost economical
in the end to you and wan t to suggest your trying a small cargo. The cost is
nothing almost and it is no specu la tive exp er ime n t. You are sure to receive a good
coal and mu ch larger am ount of gas and coke th an you have ever got and a better
qu alit y too. IL is wor th you r conside ration . Ou r coal a lso requires mu ch less
purifyin g th an th e Pic ton or Sid ney, in fact I find some of the more eminent gas
engineers in the cou nt ry would on no account use these coals.

Our compan y supplies London and nearly all of the larger cities with their fire
clay reto rt s al so whi ch ar e no w gett ing much into use. Mr . Roome of the New
York compan y is going to try them . T hey come cheaper th an iron by far.

I leave on th e 26th /A fr ican Steamer and hope to tender my best service as­
suring you it will give me p leasur e to hear from you or be of service in an y way.
'Vi th best wishes and comp lime nt s to Messrs. Wheatland and Warren , believe me
dear sir .

Yours very respectfully ,
J am es S. Scott

Robert A. Siegel supplied further information about the recentl y sold cover,
As a building was being torn down in Massachusetts, a man found several
hundred covers. He was not a collector, but his wife was, so he took the covers
home to her. She didn't collect the type of material in the cover find, but she
was interested in buying a new car. The covers were brought to the Siegel
office to be turned into money to buy the new car.

It has taken 122 years to match these pieces. How long before another such
reunion is effected?
The Chronicle / November 1973 / Vol. 25. No.4 197



1847 COVERS TO CANADA: PART II
CREIGHTON C. HART

(Reference will be made to illustrations in Part I as well as to illustrations
in this part which start with Cover G.)

Part I in the August Chronicle told principally of the U. S. rates to the border
and Canada rates beyond for mail going the usual routes to Upper and Lower
Canada. Also discussed were letters that were "ordered" by the sender to
secondary exchange offices, that is, exchange offices other than Queenston for
Upper Canada and Montreal for Lower Canada.

The subjects for this second part are unusual rates , postal marks , and uses
on cross border covers. Winthrop Boggs in his excellent book The Postage
Stamps and Postal History of Canada gives the postage rates in British sterling.
In the following table those rates have been converted to Canadian currency
because those are the rates that appear in manuscript on 1847 covers.

Canada Rat es Per Single Y2 Ounce Letter
January 4, 1844 to April 5, 1851

Up to 60 miles: 4Y2 pence 100 to 200 miles: 9 pence
60 to 100 miles: 7 pence 200 to 300 miles: ll Y2 pence

The postage due always appears on the front of a cover. By far the com­
monest rates are "4~" and "ll~" (Covers A, B, C and D). Not included in the
above table is "3", a rate marking seldom seen (Cover G). This "3" rate is so
far listed on a few covers from New York to Kingston. They are addressed to
T. W. Harper, the cashier of the Commercial Bank there. The Cape Vincent,
N. Y. , post office exchanged mail with Kingston. Even though these two border
post offices were opposite each other they were far enough apart to require
ferry service. The "3" pence is for the ferriage charge. (For a more detailed dis­
cussion of ferriage, see "The Cover Corner" in this issue).

Cover G has the unusual "3" pence due marking for border ferriage from Cepe VIncent, N. Y., to Kln....n. The
le"er is from D. S. Kennedy in N. Y. C. to the Commercial Bank in Kingston.

Some of philately's masterpieces are covers with 1847 stamps used in Canada
on letters addressed to D. S. Kennedy in New York (Cover L). Kennedy was
the fiscal agent in New York for several Canadian banks. Cover G is a letter
from Kennedy to a correspondent bank in Kingston. It's interesting to note that
Mr. Kennedy used stamps on his letters to Canadian banks-at least part of the
time-rather than paying cash and sending them stampless. '.

One of the most unusual covers to Canada is Cover H, postmarked Eastport,
Me., and addressed to Hamilton, Canada West. Mail for Upper Canada was
often . directed to Canada 'Vest, as the terms are interchangeable. In addition
198 The Chronicle / November 1973/ Vol. 25. No.4
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Cov., H with the 1Dc '47 stamp may r.pr. s.nt the 11m. routln9 .. ste mpl... cov.. J. loth cov... com. into
th. Eostpo rt , M.. post offlc. w here they we re treated os sh ip lellers w ith 2c for the ship's copte in who de ­
livered them into tha t pos t off ice . (Miss Ethel Herper 's collection).

to the lOc stamp there is a manuscript "due" and a red handstamped "SHIP 2."
Th is letter came into Eastpost on a coastal ship and the captain received 2c
from the Eastport post office for his service. Unfortunate ly the original letter
is missing, bu t Eastport is just a port stop away from St. John, New Brunswick
(see map ). Carriage of mail by coastal vessels from ports in Maritimes was a
common practice. Th e stamp was on the envelope before it reached the States
and may represent a use of the '47 stamps from New Brunswick. If the letter
had origina ted at Eas tport there would not be the "due" and "SHIP 2" markin gs.

The Eastport postm aster showed the 2c paid to the ship's captain as a debit
with the expecta tion that the post office at destination would collect it from
the addressee. This plan worked perfectly as long as both the paying and receiv­
ing post offices were in the United States. At this time the U. S. and Canada
postal systems had no agreement for exchanging debits and credits. The 2c fee
was a loss to the U. S. even if the Hamilton post office collected it.

Cover J is datelined St. Joh n, New Brunsw ick April 18, 1149. It hos only the Eutport, Me. postmerk beeeus.
th at is where it wes handed in by the coptei n" of the ship carry ln9 It.
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From Eastport the letter went overland to Lewiston, N. Y., where. it w~s
exchanged at Queenston , five days later on Septemb er 15, 1850. Hamilton IS

less than 60 miles from the border so the Canada postage due is shown by
manuscript "4~". This choice cover was purchased in England by Miss Eth~l
Harper after it had found its way there from Canada many years ago. It s
treasures such as this that make philatelic hunting sometimes very rewarding.

Stampless covers of this period are so much more plentiful than stamped,
that frequently important postal information is available from them when other
stamped covers may not exist. A stampless cover from St. John, New Brunswick
to Eastport, Maine with the SHIP 12 is illustrated as Cover J. Here is the rat e
marking that the Harper cover would have received if the 10c '47 stamp had
not been on the letter when it reached the Eastport post office. The stampless
cover is addressed to Boston so that the Boston postmaster collected from the
addressee the 2c ship fee paid out to the capt ain at Eastport.
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Much mail to Canada originated in New York City and is addressed to
Lower Canada , especially Montreal. The Hudson River was a main sout h to
north waterway for mail to Lower Canada. There are three unusual postmarks
associated with that waterway and all are known on covers to Canada as well
as on domestic mail. The attractive and relatively scarce blue boxed TROY &
N. YORK STEAMBO AT known on several domestic covers, is on at least three
to Canada. The red hands tamp "STEAM/ BOAT" in two lines, fairly common
on domestic letters, is also known on at least one cover to Canad a. This postal
marking, nearly always indi stinctly struck, identifi es the carrier of the letter
as a non-contract Hudson River steamboat.

Markings used in conjunction with the "HUDSON RIV. MAIL" postmark
also appear on covers to Canada. The distinctive wavy bar grid (Cover K) is
on four covers to Montreal. This grid has 17 wavy bars enclosed in a circle
and is so outstanding that it is just as readily recognized off cover as on. Stanley
Ashbrook in his Special Service states that this grid was in use on the Hudson
River Mail "for about six or eight months in 1849." He goes on to say that it
"is believed to have been used by a route agent in the Express Mail Line on
the Steamboat Route between New York City to Albany & Troy." The small
chunky truncated grid which is extremely rare is known on only two covers,
on one of which it cancels a lOc '47 to Toronto.
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Cov., K h.. the 17 wavy bar grid. The drawings 11_ than normal .I.e) of that grid and the Irvnceted .....
are from Stanley B. Ashbrook's " Special Service ." (Anne Boyd lichtenstein Found at ion Colladion. Photo by
Norm Scrivener).

From July 1, 1851, the first U. S. stam ps were no longer valid for postage.
However, they were redeemable for cash at post offices until September 30,
1851. Many stamps were redeemed or exchanged for the new denominations of
1851 stamps. Th e closing entry from the Official Record Book, da ted September
5, 1851 signed by J. Marron, 3rd Ass't. Postmaster General shows this computa-
tion: T ens Fives Amount

Sta mps on hand exclus ive of those on
han d in No .3 which are also on hand.
Stamps returned per sta teme nt No. 3
on hand.

157,212

1,802

683,506

4,500

$49.896.50

405.20

Cover L. This cover has I 10c 1847 stamp that was acceptad a. valid for po.tlge by tha Montreal post oHlce.
The N. Y. po st offica also recognized it as valid for United States postage (the curved PAID) aven though
the stamp wa s cancelled wh en it arrived ther e. (Stl nley B. Ashbrook photo).
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Th e stamps in statement No.3 were ones that had been returned damaged
during the prior four years. The September 5th date seems too early for a final
entry because the last day for cash redemption was not until September 30th.
Perhaps, Septemb er 5th was mistakenly written for October 5th which seems
like a proper date to follow the September 30th deadline.

Many stamps which were not returned. to the post offices were used for
postage after June 30, 1851. The illogic of stamps being good for cash but not
for postage resulted in the '47 stamps being accepted as valid for postage on
what is termed «illegal late" uses. There are many (30 plus) domestic covers
known with '47 stamps paying valid postage after July 1, but none of these
are addressed to Canada. However, there are five genuine covers known with
'47 stamps used from Can ada on mail to the U. S. after July 1, 1851. The invalida­
tion of the '47 stamps by the U. S. P. O. D. which was generally ignored in
the States was not bindin g on residents of Canada anyway. Cover L is a cover
from Cana da with the U. S. stamps recognized by the Montreal post office as
valid for postage- even for post age in Can ada. This cover was first rated 6d
due by handstamp , but on consideration this rating was struck over by a target
cancel. When the letter was mailed July 28, 1851, the stamps could still be
exchanged for cash but were no longer valid for postage. Cover M was posted
April 6, 1853, when the stamps could no longer be redeemed for cash nor were
they valid for postage. The Quebec post office did not recognize the stamps
on this letter and rated the letter 6 pence due (or lOc). However, the New York
post office accepted the stamps as valid for postage even at this very late date,
as indicated by the New York «PAID."

i

Cover M. The Quebec post office did not recogni.e the two 5c stomps. A lorge 6 was struck to show 6 pence
or 10c due. At New York the two fives were cancelled with the curved PAID to show that the 6 pence due
was paid . The left stamp replaces on original one which has become lost .

I wonder what happened to the $50,000 worth of stamps «on hand" Sep­
tember 5, 1851? Perhaps they are buried deep in the post office archives and
will come to light someday just as the Carson City silver dollars have recently.
The Carson City dollars are being offered by the Treasury Department at 35
times face. The "on hand" 1847 stamps, if ever found , would show a much
higher return to the U. S. Postal Service than the "CC" silver dollars will do
for the Treasury Department. So many 1847 stamps are certainly worth a
search...............

(To be continued)
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THREE CENT 1857 PERFORATED STAMPS (54) FROM PLATE 10

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, R.A. 562

All of the 3c Type IIa stamps were produced by Plates 10 and 11, each of
which exists in three states. Except for Plate 11 Late, they have all been recon­
structed. At the time he wrote Th e 30 Stamp of the United States 1851 -1857
Issue, Dr. Carroll Chase had not yet completed these reconstructions, and the
details concerning the plate are consequently scattered through many articles
published afte r the book appeared. In this series we will attempt to bring
together what is known about the Type II a plates and illustrate some of the
outstanding varieties to be found on them.

THE TYPE
Plates 10 and 11 were the first two 3c plates made specifically to produce

perforated stam ps. Th e old plates which produced Type I stamps with four
frame lines had very erratic spacing and alignment between the stamps. When
run through the perforating machine with its perfectly regular setting of the
perforating whee ls, virtua lly every stamp from these plates was badly cut into
by the perfora tions at some point.

Th e contractor solved this problem by substantially redesigning the plate.
A new transfer roll of six reliefs was made to improve the vertical alignment .
The top and bottom frame lines were trimmed from each of the reliefs to
increase the vertical distance be tween stamps and the horizontal spacing was
also increase d sligh tly for the same reason.

Both the frame lines and inner lines on the die were faint and never trans­
ferred to the reliefs in a satisfactory manner. Because of this the y were also
very faint or non-existent on the plates. In the case of the Type I plates this
required recutting all four frame lines and a great many inner lines .

Since the top and bottom frame lines had been deliberately removed on
the new relief roll, it was only necessary to recut the vertical frame lines on
the new plates. On Plates 10 and 11 this recutting was done exactly as it had
been done on the Type I plates. These lines were drawn by hand from the
top to the bottom of each stamp design , creating the distinctive "discontinuous"
vertical frame lines characteristic of Type lIa stamps. On subsequent plates the
vertical fram e lines were "continuous' from the top of the top row stamps to
the bottom of the bottom row stamps.

Only rarely on Plates 10 and 11 were any of the inner lines recut.
Plates 10 and 11, then, produced stamps with no top or bottom fram e lines,

with discontinuous vertical frame lines , and (with a few exceptions) no inner
lines.

PLATE 10 EARLY
This plate was probably laid down earl y in July 1857. The earliest known

dat e of use is July 11, 1857. It continued in use only until the spring of 1858,
when it was taken out of production, softened and re-entered, creating Plate
10 Intermediate. It was in use such a short time because it was insuffici ently
hardened when originally made, producing badly worn impressions as early
as Decemb er 1857.

Dr. Chase estimated that approximately 7,310,000 stamps were produced
from this plate in its early sta te. All of the stam ps are Type lIa.

Th e imprint is approximately l :limm. from the left pane and about 2~mm.

from the right pane. In October 1854, John W. Casilear, a well known artist,
re tired from the firm making the stamps and the firm's name was changed from
Toppan, Carpenter , Casilear & Co. to Toppan , Carpenter & Co. How ever, it
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was not until this plate was laid down in 1857 that an attempt was made to
remove his name from the imprint. Imprints were added to the plates with a
transfer roll taken up from a die in the same manner in which the stamps were
transferred from a die to the plate. Rather than make a new die and transfer
roll, the contractor used the old roll and attempted to eliminate Mr. Casilear's
name by first rocking in the words "Toppan, Carpenter" and then shifting
it to rock in the last words "& Co. BANK NOTE ENGRAVERS, Phila. New
York. Boston & Cincinnati." This was never entirely successful on any of the
plates where it was tried. In the case of Plate 10, the left imprint has what
appears to be a colon in front of "&"; the right imprint has a period at this
spot.

The plate number reads "N.o 10." It is about %mm. from the left imprint
and about Mmm. from the right imprint.

The two panes are quite close together. The distance from the right frame
line of stamps in the tenth vertical row of the left pane to the left frame line
of those in the first vertical row of the right .pane is between 1~ and 2mm.
This is only a little more than the horizontal distance between stamps in the
same pane, about l~mm. The center line is single and is not quite evenly
drawn between the two panes. It is somewhat closer to the right pane at the
top and is closer to the left pane at the bottom. Because of this, and because
of the uneven distance between the vertical frame lines and the stamp designs ,
the center line varies from a little over ~mm. to a little under 1mm. from the
stamps of either pane. The center line was lightly drawn and usually appears
to be fainter than the adjoining frame lines. However, between positions 80L
and 7lR, and 90L and 81R it is , just as heavy as the adjoining frame lines.
There is a dot at the top of the frame line about on a level with the top of
the diamond blocks of the adjoining stamps; the center line extends above
this dot for an unknown distance.

As Dr. Chase has pointed out , both the spacing and alignment on this
plate are quite good , and in comparison with that of the first nine plates, are
models of regularity. He also observed that the alignment is somewhat odd
in that nearly every vertical row is slightly higher than the one to its left.

The relief entries on this plate, as with all plates manufactured with the
new relief transfer roll, were perfectly regular, the A relief entering the top
row, the B relief the second row, the C relief the third and seventh rows, the
D relief the fourth and eighth rows, the E relief the fifth and ninth rows, and
the F relief the sixth and tenth rows.

In describing the guide dots on the Type II and lIa plates, Dr. Chase
stated that such dots are found on the upper right corner of each top row
stamp except for positions lOL and lOR. Many of these dots were obliterated
by the stamp designs when the relief entries were made on the plates or by
the recutting of the right frame line. On Plate 10 such dots are found on
positions lOL and lOR. A peculiarity of the plate is that many of these dots
fall exactly on the upper right corner of the upper right diamond block, giving
this diamond block the appearance of a "horn" extending northeast of the block.

Extra dots were also applied to each plate on positions 1L and 1R, even
with the top of the stamp and to the left of it. On 1R1oe this dot falls squarely
on the center line. The author has never seen a copy of 1L with sufficient margin
on the left to show that stamp's extra dot , if it in fact exists.

As a general rule, guide dots were also placed on each plate to fall at the
lower right corner of each stamp in the sixth horizontal row except positions
BOL and BOR; a similar dot was placed to the left of the lower left corner of
51L. Plate 10 is again an exception to this general rule in that BOL does show
a strong dot; the author has never seen a copy with the extra dot to the left
on 51L. Just as in the case of guide dots on top row stamps, many of the dots
in the sixth row have been obliterated by the stamp designs and possibly the
recutting of the frame lines. It is also suspected that many copies have had
their dots cut out by the perforation holes. The following are sixth row positions
on which those dots have been observed: 55, 58, BOL; 53, 54, 58 and 59R.
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DAMAGED "A" RELIEFS
The top , or "A", relief on the new transfer roll was damaged prior to being

used to enter any plates, and so the damage shows on every stamp in the top
row of every plate from Plate 9 through Plate 28. It consists of a triangular
blank space to the northwest of the lower left rosette and a smaller blank area
to the northeast of the same rosette. It does not have exactly the same app ear­
ance on all plates, the difference probably being occasioned by the depth of
the entry of the "A" relief on the plates. It was so pronounced on some plates
that the contractor attempted to hide it by hand-engraving a simulated extension
of the tessellated work above the rosette. This "repairing" of the damage normally
consisted of a few dots or short dash es in the blank area and a light vertical
line defining the left edge of the repair.

The treatment of Plate 10 by the engraver is very peculiar indeed , inasmuch
as he repaired each damaged transfer on the right pane and none of those on
the left pane. As can be seen from the illustrations of these positions, the damage
on the left pane was not nearl y as noticeable as that on the right, which is the
reason for this selective rep air.

DOUBLE TRANSFERS
There are but two double tra nsfers on Plate 10 Early, 5L and Ill. Both of

them are slight. "
RECUTTING

Recutting consisted of drawin g both vertical frame lines from the top to
the bottom of each stamp; in addition, one inner line was recut on 13 positions .
Most of the frame lines are single and clean cut. Also, they are somewhat crooked,
a characteristic which aids in distin guishing Type IIa stamps when the ends
of the frame lines cannot be seen.

No Type II a stamp has both inner lines recut. On Plate 10 Early, of the
13 recut inner lines, 12 are right inner lines: 5, 10, 18, 19, 24, 28, 44, 56, 67L;
17, 22, BOll. 79L has a recut inner line at left. As shown by th e illustrations,
these recut inner lines may carry the whole length of the adjoining tessellated
work (or even extend further to the diamo nd blocks ), or for a small portion of
that length. As in the case of the frame lines, they are always more or less
crooked.

FLAWS
Only one flaw has been observed on this plate. 84R has a tiny diagonal

line above the upper left diamond block touching the upper lef t corner of
the top label.
Editor's Note: Illustrations will appea r with th e next inst a lment.

(To be continued)
Position(l )
Should be 89 instead of 80L.
R7 L sho uld be 86L.
Add 26, 44, 48, 84L; 66R . 92R should be 99R .

THE THREE CENT ISSUE OF 1851-1861:
CONDENSED PLATING INFORMATION-ADDITIONS & CO RRECTIONS

1128

to the article of the above

WILLIAM K. McDANIEL, R.A.

The Following are additions and corrections
name which appeared in Chronicle 77:13:

Variety PI.te

~271~ ~(~#2 2 (I)

Previ ously unlisted recuts and positions are as follows:

#11
# 17

5 25L
IS (e) 47R

~m ~gt
o 62L (?)
IS 26L

New combinations : #1+11+25+50: Position 19L2 (I).
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A STRANGE PLACE TO FIND VIRGINIA

w. T. WYNN, R.A. 268

Editor 's Note: All of us acquir e covers and stamps which at first glance appear to hear very
mundane townmarks. T his article is an example of the extensive background da ta that can
be unearthed to embellish a collector's write-up and appreciation of such items. Similar
information on every town can be gleaned from the old Federal Regi sters, Postal Gu ides and
gazetteers. In addition, much data is available in the archives of th e Postal Service. These
can be searched personally or through the services of a professional researcher. If specific
questions are directed to the Service . th ey will sometimes rrovide limited data direct.

While it is not normally th e policy of th e edi torial staf to include articles of such limited
in terest, it is done here to illustrate what can be accomplished through the use of effort and
imagination.

Near the east bank of the Ohio River, about 14 miles south of the north­
ernmost boundary of the state, 35 miles west of Pittsburg, and across the river
from Steubenville, Ohio, was a town named Holliday's Cove, in Brooke County,
Virginia. Its post office was established on July 12, 1815, with Oliver Brown, Jr.
as postmaster. For a time it ceased to function, being discontinued in Septem­
ber 1818, but was re-established on December 16, 1826, with the appointment
of postmaster Robert Wylie. Since then, amid the swirl of num erous changes,
it has continued to serve the community. OnJune 19, 1863, it became a part of
West Virginia, when that area was admitte to the Union as a state. Subse­
quent to the separation of the western counties from Virginia, Holliday's Cove
was also separated from Brooke County, becoming a part of Hancock County,
the northernmost county of the state. On June 4, 1892, twenty-eight years after
the inauguration of the Money Order System, this service was offered at Holli­
day's Cove, Post office listings show that the apostrophe was dropped from
f l :e name after 1898. The site of the post office was moved one mile to the
southwest on February 8, 1918, and Hollidays Cove became a Presidential class
post office on July 1, 1920. Nearly 133 years after its original establishment
and 33 postmasters later, Hollidays Cove was discontinued on January 31, 1948.
At that time, it became known as Cove Station, a classified station of that
precocious youngster, Weirton, West Virginia.

Holliday's Cove undoubtedly used manuscript town and rate markings
during its early years of operation. Later, it utilized several different straight­
line townmarks, probably prepared from printer's type. Harry M. Konwiser
reported such a marking measuring 34x3~mm, struck-in black, which was used
in the 1847-1851 period. Tracy W. Simpson, in U. S. Postal Markings: 1851 to
1861, lists two straight-line examples known to have been used on covers bearing
either adhesive or embossed postage stamps during that decade. These are
Holliday's Cove, Va./mss. D/ measuring 35x3 mm. and HOLLIDAYS COVE
Va/mss. D/ measuring 38x2~mm, Third in the evolution of these identifying
marks was the circular townmark, which was probably adopted in the latter
part of the 1850's, or lat er. An example of the circular type is illustrated here .
This well centered 26mm. black townmark contains the wording HOLLIDAYS­
COVE/mss. May 30th 61/Va. and cancels a copy of the 3c 1851, Type I
(Scott's U. S. Catalogue Specialized #11). This townmark is seldom seen because
its period of use was short and the volume of mail handled by this post office
was small . The postal receipts there for the year ending September 30, 1861,
totaled only $43.74, a figure which had changed very little in the preceding
ten years, Perhaps the most interesting fact about this particular exampl e is
that it represents use of U. S. postage in a Confederate state, Virginia having
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been admitted to the Confederacy on May 7, 1861. In spite of the fact that
.the dissident western counties met at Wheeling on May 13, 1861, to repudiate
the act of secession by Virginia, and again at Wheeling on June 11, 1861, to
"reorganize the government of Virginia," elect and send senators to 'Washing­
ton, it was not until June 19, 1863, that West Virginia became the thirty-fifth
state of the Union. In addition, this is, of course, quite a late use of the im­
perforate 3c stamp.

Through openings and closings , the Civil War, changes in state and county
identification, from extremely small to substantial postal receipts, from stage
coach to modern transportation, and finally absorption into the Weirton­
Steubenville urban complex, Holliday's Cove-Cove Station has had a long,
eventfu l and useful life .
FORTS-CORRECTIONS
In Mr. Beals' article on forts which appeared in the last issue , the following

changes shou ld be made in captions of two of the illustrations:
Figure 13 should read "ADV struck in red" instead of "PAID struck in red."
Figure 14 should read "Marking newly reported on this issue."
THE SING LE 12c STAMP OF THE 1851-1861 ISSUE ON COVER

THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, R.A. 562

Why the 12c stamp of 1851-61 was ever issued is something of a mystery.
Although it was among the first denominations authorized, there was no 12c
single rate (either dom estic or forei gn) in effect in the United States during
its entire period of use. Because of this, the 12c is normally found on cover
either in multip les (pairs pa ying the 24c rate to Great Britain predominating)
or in combination with other denominations. A single copy used alone on
cover is so unusual that in Chronicle 78:91 we asked our members to report
examples in their collections. This note embodies the results of those reports
as well as examples found in auction catalogu es and other sources. The listing
is no doubt far from complete, but the meagre results of this substantial search
are suffi cient to demonstrate the rarity of such covers .

There were but three ways in which a 12c stamp could be used alone to
pay a full rate:

1. On a quadruple rate domestic letter travelling less than 3,000 miles.
2. Double the 6c rate to or from the Pacific coast from July 1, 1851, to

March 31, 1855. Curiously, the only examples noted tr avelle from West to
East. Since the rate was ohanged prior to perforation of the stamps, these exist
only imperforate.

3. The single lOc rate from the Pacific coast from April 1, 1855, to
demonetization, plus the 2c ship fee . So far , only covers used from Hawaii
have be en found prepaying this combination of rates. Mail carried on non­
contract steam ers on the California-New York 11m were apparently not charged
the ship fee on the theory that they were carried between ports on a postal
route . Covers prepaid with Hawaiian postage in stamps have b een included
since the remaining 12c U.S. stamp is still the only one on the covers prepaying
U. S. postage.

Th eoretically, two other uses in this category are possible. The rate to
both Briti sh North America and Cuba during this period was 10c from the
East Coast. If a cover originating outside the United States was routed to
either of these countries, it would be charged the ship fee of 2c plus the lOc
foreign rate. There are in fact two covers in the "Miscellaneous" list going to
British North America bearing a single 12c. However, with no proof of their
foreign origin, it must be assumed that thes e represent a 2c overpayment of
the lOc rate.

Under the "Source" column is listed the name of the person making the
report or other source from which the data was taken. Auction sales are noted
by the name of the auction hous e and the date of the auction; R. A. S. is Robert
A. Siegel, H. R. H. is H. R. Harmer, J. A. F . is John A. Fo x.
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Origin Destination Date A ddresse« Source Remarks

1. QUADRUPLE RATE

IMPERfORATE

Boston

Richmond. Va.

Cincinnati. O.

Huntingdon. Pa.

Philadelphia

Worcester . Mass.

New York City

Raleigh. N.C.

Raleigh. Tenn.

Franklin. Pa .

Providence. R.l.

Great Barrington
Ms.

12-26- ?

?-16-56

8- 9-56

10- I-56

8-28-54

8-22- ?

Messrs. Maitland
Phelps Co.
___ _ Fisher

Messrs. Brown & Ives

Mr. Hen ry T . Robbins

R. A. S. 5-21-58

R. A. S. 5-21-58

H. R . H . 1-16-56

H . R. H. 1-16-56

E. D. Cole

E. D. Cole

New York City

New Orl eans

Urbana. _

_ __~. Pa . ?

St. Landry Parish. 5-22- ?
La.

Springfield . Ohio 8-? -56

Stephen Miller. Esq.

Clerk of the District Court

Clerk. Court of Common
Pleas

R . A. S. 10-17-61

T . J. Alexander

R . A. Siegel

Mobile. Ala . New York City ?- ?-59 Mrs. F. H . Chamberlain R. A. S. 5-21-58

Nashville. T enn. Natchez. Miss. 10-31-60 Circu it Clerk A. Kolman

Pittsburg. Pa . Canfield . Ohio ?-? -59 Clerk of Court H. S. No wak

Hastings. M. T. Wilm in gton . Ohio 2- 6-60 Clerk of Court of L. G. Brookman
Common Pleas

Onandaga. N. Y. Wooster. Ohio ? Miss Mattie Hart T . C. Brown
Larwel l

New Orleans Assumption 9-25- ? Clerk of Dist rict Court Wm . Herzog
Pa rish . La.

New Orleans, La. St. Martinsville. 10-l?-59 Clerk Judicial Court David T . Beals III
La .

PERFORATED

Stockbridge. Mass.

Philadelph ia

Wilkesbarre. Pa .

Ipswich. Mass.

Pottsville. Pa .

Philadelphia

?

8-27-?

1-24-?

?

C. Tower. Esq.

James Ru ssell

R . A. S. 5-21-58

Gordon Vieth

T . J . Alexander Straight-line REGISTERED. Ms "5" for registry
fee.

Bat tle House corner card.

Used after sta tehood .

HELD FOR/POSTAGE in scroll.
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Destination Date Addressee Source

Red River Co., 9- 5-60 Clerk of District Court Guy Prescott
Tex.

New Orleans 1-18-59 Mr. Samuel J am ison T . J . Alexander

Gettysburg, Pa . 11-29-58 Wm. McClean Esq . P. E. Baker

New York City 7-12-61 Messrs. Galwey, Casado J. D. Kohlhepp
& Teller

Burlington, Iowa 10- 2-59 Crocker & Smythe T . J . Alexander

Fulton, Missouri 4-30-59 Clerk of the Callaway T . J . Alexander
Court

Origin

Harrisonburg, Va.

Philadelphia

Bloomfield , Pa ,

Louisville, Ky.

Keokuk, Iowa

New Orleans

San Francisco

San Francisco

San Francisco

San Francisco

San Francisco

Boston 9- I-53

New York City 4-14-54

New York City

Clev eland, Ohio ?·16-?

9- 9-?

Remarks

This cover apparently originated in the South;
it bears a circular ADAMS EX . CO ./JUL II
1861/LOUISVILLE. KY. handstamp.

2 . DOU BLE 6c RATE

IMPERFORATE

Messrs . Hall & Myrick Knapp Col. Boxed Via Nicaragua handstamp and "STEAM
SHIP".

Messrs . (Obli tera ted) Knapp Col. Boxed Via Nicaragua handstamp and "STEAM
SHIP".

name obliterated H . R. H. 4-10-73 This cover bears the same handstamps as above
and may be the same cover.

Capt. Sol C. Swift Wm. Herzog Mss. "per John L. Stephens."

Hohman, Esq. H . R. H . 1-16-56 Piece only; Via Nicaragua handstamp.

3. lOe RATE PLUS 2c SHIP FEE

IMPERFORATE

1-31- ?

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Providence, R . I. 5- 1·56

New Haven , Conn. 4- 8-?

New York Ci ty

South Hadley,
Mass.

W illi am H . Potter, Esq .

Mr. T . M. Coan

Mrs . Mary P. Hazen

Miss Mary E. Hastings

D. T . Beals III

R . A. S. 6-23· 71

R . A. S. 6·23 ·71

Knapp Col.

San Fra ncisco town -mark dtd. 5-21-56.

San Fran . tmk dtd. 5-5-?

San Fran . tmk dtd 9-28-60. Per "Com et."

San Fra n . tmk dtd. 2-20-?
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R emarks

See below.

San Fran. tmk dtd 9-30-61.

Source

Gibson Col.

Knapp Col.

PERFORATED

Addressee

Capt. Mayh ew Adams

Messrs . Eugen e
Kell y & Co.

Honolulu (?) New York City 11-1O-? ? S. B. Ashbrook See below.

Honolulu (?) New York City 11- 7-60 D. Wallerst ein Esq . S. B. Ashbrook See below.

T hese last three remarkable covers were all carried from W est to East by th e Pon y Exp ress. Both the Knapp auctioneer and Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook, in
Th e Unite d States On e Cent Stam p of 1851-1857, Vol. 2, pp. 287-8, believed that th ey had origina ted in Hawaii , even though th ere are no Hawaiian pos tal
ma rk ings on th em. Each bears th e running Pony Express handstamp used at San Francisco, from wh ich the dates given above are tak en. The fi rst cover also
has a Cen tral Over lan d Ca lifornia & Pikes Peak Express handstamp dated at St. J osep h , Missou ri , on December 3, 1860. The second cover ha s a St. J oseph
running pony handstamp on the back dated November 24. T he last has a Central Overland Californ ia & Pikes Peak ex press handstamp used at St. J oseph
dated November 18 as well as a St. Joseph townmark date Novem ber 20. In ad dition, it has an oval handstamp reading HEYNEMANN, PICK & Co ./SAN
FR ANCISCO .

Origin Dest inat ion Date

Honolulu Holmes Hole,- 9- 9-61

Honolulu (?) New York Cit y 11-21-60

3a. 10e RATE Pl US 2e SHIP FEE WITH HAWAIIAN STAMPS

IM PERFORATE

Buckland, Conn. 2·16-57

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 1-5-?

13c Hawaiian stamp surcharged "5". San Fran.
tmk dtd 6-20-57: New Haven tmk dtd 7-13-57;
forwarded to Plymouth, Conn.

13c Hawaiian stamp surch arged "5". San Fran.
tmk dtd 3·20.

5c H aw aii an stamp . San Fran. tmk dtd 1-5-?

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd II -I -?

5c H awaiian stamp . San Fran. tmk dtd 12-12-59.

13c Hawaiian sta mp . Forwarded. San Fran. tmk
dtd 1-21-56. Origin Hilo. 12c applied over 5c
H aw ai ian stamp.

13c H awaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 10-5-60.

5c Hawaiian stamp . 1860 or 1861.

5c H awai ian stam p. San Fran. tmk dtd 3-21-61.

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 6-20-?

H . R. H. 10·8·57

H . R. H. 10-8-57

Kna pp Col.

Knapp Co l.

Knapp Col.

Knapp Col.

H . R. H. 10-8-57

H. R . H . 10-8-57

H . R. H . 10-8-57

Knapp Col.

Knapp Col.

Miss Gertrude Van - gen

Miss Mary E. Hastings

Mr. T . M. Coan

Mr. T . M. Coan

Miss C. E. Murdock

Miss C. E. Murd ock

Mr . Kendall Taylor

Miss Mary E. H astings

Miss Almira Barton

Wm . R . Post

Mr. T . M. Coan

8-21-60

4-12-?

2-28-61

5-24- ?

12- 8-?

10- 8-?

11-16-59

12-28-55

Brooklyn . N. Y.

Sag H arbor.
N. Y.

Brooklyn , N. Y.

Brook lyn , N. Y.

Proctorsville. Vt.

South Hadley.
Mass.

New H aven.
Conn.

South Hadley,
Mass.

New Haven, Conn. 12-8-?

New Haven. Conn. 5-21-57

Honolulu

Honolulu

Hon olulu

H onolulu

Honolulu

Hon olulu

Honolulu

H on olulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu
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Penn Yan, N. Y. 8-31-57

New Haven, Conn. 4- 8-57

New Haven, Con n . 5- 7-57

New H aven , Conn. 6-27-57

Berlin, Mass. 6-27-57

5c Hawaiian stamp.

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran . tmk dated 6-?-?

13c Hawaiian stamp surcharged "S". San Fran.
tmk dtd 7-20-?

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 4-2?-?

Sc Hawaiian stamp. Front only. San Fran. tmk
dtd S-21-61.

Sc Hawaiian sta mp . San Fran. trnk dtd 6-11-60.

Sc Hawaiian stamp.

Sc Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 10-24-S9.
Handstamp s.l . OVERLAND.

Sc Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd S-2?-6?

Double-pr. l2c pl us pro Hawaiian Sc. Overpaid
2c as U. S. ship fee was per letter.

Hawaii Sc and 13c stam ps. San Fran. tmk dtd 6-20-?

13c Hawaiian stamp. Origin Hilo. San Fran. tmk
dtd S-S.

13c Hawaiian stamp surcharged "S". San Fran . tmk
dtd 5-S.

13c Hawaiian stamp surcharged ·','5" . San Fran.
tmk dtd 6-3.

13c Hawaii surcharged "S". San Fran. tmk dtd 7-16.

13c Hawaii su rcharged "S". San Fran. tmk dtd
7-20.

13c Hawaii surcharged "5". San Fran. tm k dtd 10-5.

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 3-5-58.

Sc Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 3-16-60.

Sc Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 1860.

5c H awaiian stamp. May duplicate one of the
covers above.

13c Hawaiian stamp surcharged "S".

R emarks

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 11-5-57.

Meyer-Harris

SOUTce

H. R. H . 10-8-57

R. A. S. 6-23-71

R . A. S. 6-23-71

Meyer -Harris

R . A. S. 5-19-70

R . A. S. 6-23-71

H. R. H. 1-14-64

Meyer-Harris

Meyer-Harris

Meyer-Harris

Gibson Col.

Gibson Col.

Gibson Col.

Meyer-Harris

D. T . Beals III

Meroni Col.

Meroni Col.

J. A. F. 3-18-64

R. A. S. 5-20-69

R. A. S. 6-23-71

S. B. Ashbrook

S. B. Ashbrook

Addressee

Mrs. Lally Pitman

Mess. J . H . Brown & Co.

Miss Mary E. Hastings

Mr . John Griswold

Miss C. E. Murdock

Miss C. E. Murdock

Miss Mary E. Hastings

Cephas Brainerd , Esq .

?

Miss Mary E. Hast ings

Miss C. E. Murdock

Mrs. Ann B. Archer

Elias Wilcox, Esq.

T. M. Coan

Miss Ph ebe A. Holder

Mr. T itus Munson

J. S. McMurrau Esqr.

Miss Almira G. Barton

T. M. Coan

T . M. Coan

Ogden

Mrs. M. J . S. McLang

Sam Armstrong

Date

3- 5-58

4-21- ?

10- 6·57

5- ?-60

5-21-57

10- 3-59

Destina tion

College Hill,
Ohio

New York City

Natchez, Miss.

Brooklyn, N. Y.

Brooklyn, N. Y. 5- I -?

Port Gibson, Miss. 9- 4-56

New Yorlc 3-11-53 (?)
City

Bakersville, Conn.

Boston , Mass. ?

New York City 4- 5-56

South Hadley,
Mass.

Old Lyme , Conn. 1-27-58

Brooklyn, N. Y. 2-21-60

? 11-26·60

Coll ege Hill, Ohio ?

____, Conn.

Steels Tavern, Va. 3- ?--?
____" Mass. 5- 2-61

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolul u

Honolu lu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Honolulu

Origin

Honolulu



~

~

>oj

Ii
9a
='n·
ii'-.
Z
~

6
CT
ro..
;;;.....
bO
-.

~
~
Z
~

""
Origin

Honolulu

Destinat ion Date

Brooklyn. N. Y. 3· 14-61

Addressee

Miss C. E. Mu rdock

Source

R. A. S. 11·6·70

PERFORATED

R emarks

5c Hawaiian stam p. Struck "SH IP" and "10 ".
May be double letter short paid one rate. San
Fran. tmk dtd 4·5·61.

Honolulu

Honolu lu

Brooklyn , N. Y.

?

4· 12·61

1·14·?

Miss C. E. Murdock

Mr. Ralph D. Zublin

Knapp Col.

Meroni Col.

5c Hawaiian stamp. San Fran. tmk dtd 5·21·61.

5c Hawai ian stamp.

4. MISCELLANEOUS

These 12 covers are placed in a "Miscellaneous" category either because they appear to be overpayments of a smaller than 12c rate or because it is not
readily apparent which 12c rate was being paid. For instance, it is almost certain tha t covers I, 2 and 4 to and from San Francisco represent 2c overpay·
ments of the current 10e rate since all of them were mailed after the 6c Pacific coast ra te was raised to 10e. The British North America covers have been
discussed above. The sixth cover (from San Francisco to New York City) could be ei the r a double 6c rate to the East coast or a letter that originated from
Hawaii.

Boston San Francisco 5· 4·55 Messrs. Macondra y & Co.

Fall Ri ver. Mass. San Francisco 3· 17·61 Mr . Na than D. Simons

Richmond, Va. Halifax, N. S. ? Hare & Co. (?)

San Francisco Beloit , Wisc. 9·13 ·60 L. W. Perk ins , Esq.

New York City Annapolis, N. S. 6· ? ? Fortes & Co. (?)

San Francisco New York City 12·16·? Charles H . Robinson, Esq .

San Jos e, Cal. ? 6·25·? ?

Boston San Francisco 4- I-? Mess. Macondray

New York City San Francisco u . 5-? P. de la T orre

New Bedford, Mass. San Francisco ? ?

San Francisco New Bedford, Mass. ? ?

Lyme, Conn. Hawaii ? ?

E. D. Cole

N. N. Caplan

R. A. S. 5· 17·61

R . A. S. 5· 17-61

R. A. S. 5-21·58

S. M. Piller

S. Salkind &
K. Bennett

Gibson Col.

Gibson Col.

R. A. S. 5·21·58

R. A. S. 5·21-58

R . A. S. 4-17·61

Imperforate.

Perforated .

Imperforate.

Perforat ed. Mss. "Via Overland."

Handstamped "U. States" in curved arc over "C".
Perforated.

Imperforate.

Perforated on legal size envelope.

Imperforate.

Perforated . Ocean Mail pmk.

Imperforate.

Imperforate.

Imperforate .



CHASE'S 3c 1851 PLATING PHOTOS
Newer members are reminded that exact 'size photographs of Dr. Carroll

Chase's reconstructions of the "13 imperforate plates of the 3c 1851 issue are
ava ilab le from the Smithsonian Institution. The price is $2.00 per pane, or $4.00
per plate with a 25c service charge per order reg ardless of the number of panes
ordered . Cash should not be sent with the first inquiry since the Smithsonian
requires a printed order blank to be completed. If you are interested in copies
of th ese reconstructions, write to the Division of Philately and Postal History,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. C. 20560, requesting the order blank
for Dr. Chase's reconstructions.
U. S. POSTAL MARKINGS 1851·1861

The proposed revision of Mr. Tracy W. Simpson's book will expand the
coverage of reported markings to include stampless mail. Ye Ed solicits from
the memb ership Xerox copies of stampless covers bearing hitherto unreported
markings used during this period. In sending reports, please include a note
on the color in which the marking is struck, as well as the date of use (if known ).
Classified Advertising
The Chronicle is prepared to accept classified advertising from the membership on a

basis of 50c per half column line. Using 8 pt . type . this will run about 40 letters or spaces per
line . give or take a few. The major purpose of the classified ads is to permit members to locate .
buy or sell specialized material , rather than a purely commercial intent .

All copy should be mailed, together with a check for the ad, to the advertising manager
Clifford L. Friend, 8081Aquadale Dri ve. Boardman. Ohio 44512.

Payment should be for whole lines. including names and addresses .

"

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

WANTED: Following 3c '57 positions: 8
R9(1); 95 L10(e); 17 R10(i) ; 64, 77 LlO(1) :
14, 59 R10(l); 5, 31, 70, 98 Lll (e ); 28, 77
Rl1(e); 31, 98, 99 Lll(i); 28, 77 Rll (i); 5,
7 Lll(l); 7,8 L26; 1 L27. Will buy for cash,
or generous trade from my extensive stock
of duplicates. T. J. Alexander, 714 Com­
merce Bank Bldg., Kansas Cit y, Mo. 64106.

WANTED: Brazer essays 33E-E and 56E­
Ah or 56E-Aj in carmine. W. Newton
Landis, 205 W. Greenwood Ave., Lans-
ddwne, Pa. 10950.

WANTED: Zeppelin flight covers, related
material, U. S. & foreign trips. Individ. or
entire coIl. Send priced, or for return cash
offer. Geo. M. Chandler II , Box 20325, In­
dianapolis, Ind. 46220.

WANTED: 154 covers to complete #11 or
#26 Phila., Pa., calendar. C/C especially
desired. Write first, have want list. Harry
Yeager, Glenolden, Pa. 19036.

FOR SALE: 19 issues of "Pat Paragraphs"
by E. Perry. Write: L . J. Mason, 1833 Don­
ald Circle, Boise, Id aho 83706.

TABLES OF AND ANNOTATED INDEX TO THE
CONGRESSIONAL SERIES OF UNITED STATES PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.

G.P.O. Washington:1902. (1963).

A finely bound reprint of this 769 page volume lists thousands of documents be­
tween 1817-1893 by Ser ial no ., volume, par t, ser ies and number w ith notes plus the
inde x. There are 15 pages of Post-Office Dept. listings locating hundreds of docu­
ments by bo th the ser ial no . and doc . no. An essential volume to the postal historian
as well as those inte rested in locat ing 'other fabulous government historical items .

Offered now at $20. ppd. with a limited supply available from:

J. O. JOHNSON,
1106 TRAPELO RD. WALTHAM, MASS. 02154
The Chronicle / November 1973 / Vol. 25. No.4 213



THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD II. GRAHAM, Editor
TEN-CENT 1869 COVERS FROM THE SHANGHAI CONSULAR POST OFFICE
©Copyright Michael Laurence 1973

As part of my continuing interest in the U. S. lOc stamp of 1869, I have
examined a number of covers bearing this stamp from the U. S. Consular Post
Office in Shanghai. The accompanying chart describes 20 such covers-not a
great number, but a fairly good cross section, given the scarcity of this material.
Chronological listings of early covers , especially when backed up by a photo­
graphic record, are an invaluable tool to philatelists and to postal historians.
For philatelists, such records provide strong protection against forgery, both
past and future. They are also helpful in determining the relative scarcity of
a given destination, rate or marking. For postal historians, such studies con­
stitute an extremely important primary source. The postal historian seeks in­
formation that was once known and has since been forgotten. Documents such
as postal treaties and postmaster general reports tell us much about what was
supposed to have happened. But to learn what actually did happen, we must
turn to the covers themselves. The study that follows, while necessarily limited
in scope, permits us to make some generalizations about use of the 10c 1869
stamp at the Shanghai Consular Post Office, sheds light on some of the prac­
tices employed at the San Francisco receiving office during this period and,
in a broader way, illuminates an interesting aspect of American postal history.

BACKGROUND
The decade of the 1860s brought tremendous improvements in communica­

tion between the"U. S. and the Orient. To send a letter to China in the 1850s
could cost over a dollar and take as long as three months. The covers from
the Augustine Heard correspondence, replete with high values and multiples,
show the cost and the difficulty of China correspondence during the 1850s and
1860s. By 1870, when this study begins, the transit time from the American
East Coast to the Orient had been reduced to 35 days and the postage to lOc
per half ounce.

At least part of these savings can be attributed to the lobbying efforts of
the growing and influential American community in the Orient. When the
transcontinental railroad was completed in May 1869, the railhead at San Fran­
cisco already connected to a transpacific steamship network, privately owned
but subsidized by the U. S. Government. The steamship subsidy had been
enacted in the closing days of the Civil War, by business-oriented Congressmen
(the rural South was not then represented in Congress) who agreed that an
expanded China trade would greatly benefit businessmen the nation over.'
The American commercial and missionary communities in Shanghai, small but
well connected to the centers of American power, endorsed the. subsidy, which
was enacted by Congress on February 15, 1865. The act authorized a ten -year
contract with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company (at $500,000 a year) to
provide monthly service between San Francisco and the Orient." By 1870,
under this happy arrangement, the P. M. S. S. Co. was running four newly
built paddle-wheelers on this route, names familiar to U. S. cover collectors:
the Great Republic, China, Japan, and America.

According to Robert M. Spaulding, [r., whose work has considerably
furthered our knowledge of U. S. consular postal operations in Japan, the first
scheduled Pacific mail crossing was in January 1867, "operating from San
Francisco to Yokohama, then on to Hon g Kong, with return via the same route.
Beginning in July 1867, the P. M. S. S. Co. also operated a branch line from
Yokohama to Nagasaki and on to Shanghai and return/"

The service was regular by 1868. The Postmaster General reported that
"eleven round trips were performed [during the fiscal year ending June 30,
214 The Chronicle / November 1973/ Vol. 25. No.4



1869] by the steamers of the China and Jap an line" the regular monthly service
required by law having commenced in the month of Augus t 1868, and subse­
qu ently maintained without interruption."!

During this period, American mails in Shanghai were supervised by the
U. S. consul. Consular mail service had been provided earlier in Shanghai by
the British, because there was no national postal service in China. There were
fragmented local services , to be sure; but they were not interconnected, nor
were they equipped to handle overseas correspondence.r; Th e commercially
minded U. S. Post Office- at the strong urging of the American community
in Shanghai-had set up its own operat ion, using the U. S. consul because he
was already there. The consular postal service connected the major Oriental
ports and the U. S. and also provided service be tween these ports. An American
in Shan ghai, if he wanted to send a letter home, would go to th e U. S. consulate,
bu y U. S. stamps and post the letter with the consul, who was officially acting
as a mail agent and who would deliver the mail to a U. S. steamship under
Congressional subsidy. Th e Shanghai consular postal operation was an early
manifestation of America's historical ties with China, ties that are now in
the process of being reconnected, thanks to President Nixon's diplom acy.

The U. S. postal operation in Shanghai persisted until 1923. When the
American Post Office was finally forced to abandon its Shanghai operation,
it was running one of the busi est and most efficient posts in the Celestial
Empire, often handling 2000 bags a day." (From this busi er peri od date the
Shan ghai overprints on U. S. stamp types A140 and Al 48- Scott numbers K-l
through K-18.)

In its early days, the office was a much more modest operation. The U. S.
had been represented by a consul in Shanghai since 1848,7 but the consular
post office didn't begin until 1867, when the Pacific Mail steamers began their
scheduled crossings. Th e consul at th is time was George F. Seward, a young
man whose rise in the American foreign service was noth ing short of meteoric.
He had been appointed Shanghai consul on October 14, 1861-a few days before
his 21st birthday. (By fortu itous coincidence, his uncle, William H. Seward , was
then Secretary of State. ) Nepotism notwithstanding, young Seward distin­
guished himself, becoming American amb assado r to Chin a in 1876. According
to the Dictionarij of American Biograph y, Seward authored several books on
China, including one (in 1867) entitled Th e United States Consulate in China.

Also in 1867, in anticipa tion of the added burdens of running a post office,
Will ie P. Mangum was atta ched to Seward's staff, as vice-consul. And less
than a month later, on Jun e 14, 1867, Consul Seward was appointed official
U. S. Postal Agent at Shanghai with instructions "to receive, distribute, deliver
and dispatch mails conveyed to and from that port by United States mail
packets plying between San Francisco and Shanghai, via Kana gawa [Yoko­
hama] . All expenses to be borne by the consular dep artm ent. " This was the
legal genesis of the Shanghai consular post.

MARKINGS
I have not been able to determine the precis e dat e on which the Shanghai

consulate began its postal operations. It was sometime betw een June 14, 1867
(official date of Seward's appointment ) and October 14 (when Vice-Consul
Mangum acknowledged the appointment on Seward's behalf)." During late
1867 and early 1868, at least two different circular date-stamp s were used on
Shanghai consular mail. These very scarce markings identify the consul and
show month, day and year. It seems likely that th ese were actually receiving
stamps, not originally intended for postal use, but called into emergency duty
after the consul ate was designated a post office. One of them, dated Novembe r
'.!:!, 1867, is illustrated on page 25 of the Twelfth Congress Book (1946).

By May of 1868, another circular date-stamp, this one surely inten ded for
postal purposes, had come into use. This is the well-known 27-millimeter
circular, shown as Figure 1. Th e earliest known use of this marking is May 25,
1868.10 It was continuously in use through late 1871, where this study ends,
and was used for some years thereafter. As the illustration shows, this marking

The Chronicle I November 19711 1Vol. 25. No.4 215



continued the tradition of mentioning the" consulate. But, unfortunately, the
year was dropped.

Thirteen months after the consular post office was officially established,
Congress attempted to close it-by way of expanding it into a general postal
agency, to be administered and staffed by the Post Office Department, rather
than by the Department of State. On June 27, 1868, Congress authorized the
Postmaster General to set up "a general postal agency in Shanghai and such
branch offices in China and Japan as shall in his judgment be necessary."!'
Congress was once again reacting to pressures from the American community
in Shanghai. The French by this time had an official non consular post office,
and so did the British; the Americans wanted one, too. (An official post office
would be able to handle money orders and registered mail, something the
consular operation was forbidden to do.)

However, P. M. G. John Creswell was reluctant to act. Seward was doing
a good job as postmaster, and the State Department was bearing at least some
of the cost. Why should he act? In his annual report for 1869, Creswell wrote:
"I have not considered it expedient, in the present condition of the service, to
establish a general postal agency at Shanghai . . . as authorized by the 7th
section of the act of July 27, 1868. The United States consuls at Shanghai
still continue to act, with the consent of the Department of State, as resident
mail agents."12

Here the argument died. Congress never responded to Creswell's unwilling­
ness to follow its wish es, and the Congressional mandate was ignored for 30
years. The Shanghai postal operation remained housed in the consular offices ,
under th e supervision of the consul, until 1907.

COVERS
The biggest problem posed by the consular circular postmark is the lack

of a year date. Ten-cent 1869 covers from Shanghai typically bear three distinct
markings, none of which shows a year. The three markings are : (1) a crude
black circle of wedges, sometimes surrounded by a border, used as a killer
cancellation; (2) the black consular circular shown in Figure 1; and (3) a black
circular San Francisco receiving mark (sometimes pink), also lacking a year
date. Figure 2 shows the most frequently seen San Francisco receiving mark,
though at least two other types were used during the period, none bearing a
year date.

Figure 1. This circular date stamp was us.d at the Figure 2. The San Francisco receiving merk Is the
U. S. Consular Post Office In Shanghai beginning In key to year-datlng transpacific covers .
1868. The lack of a year date causes difficulties.

Only a few of these covers show non-postal evidence of a year date, such
as docketing, dated contents or a business cachet. The absence of a year date
is characteristic of transpacific covers from the early 1870s. Until recently it
has not been possible to arrange them chronologically.

Thanks to the International Society for Japanese Philately, we can now
assign year dates to most of these covers.I" The key is the San Francisco
receiving mark, which seems to have been applied on all overseas mail entering
San Francisco. The marking (in one form or another) was certainly applied to
covers from Shanghai. All 17 fully recorded covers in this study bear a San
Francisco receiving mark. 1. S. J. P. members poured through 100-year-old
mercantile publications to find arrival dates for every vessel that called at
San Francisco from Japan during this period. Given the infrequency of Pacific
crossings at that time, this information alone is sufficient to assign a year date
to most formerly undatable covers-a tremendous breakthrough.
216 The Chronicle / November 1973 / Vol. 25. No.4



Th e accompanying chart lists the covers chro nologically. Month and
day are from the consul ar circu lar, with year assigned on the basis of
the 1. S. J. P. work. In some instances (marked with an asterisk), the year
date is confirmed by additional evidence. In other instances, th e assigned year
date is tentative, or at least arguable, because the assigned dates involve
San Francisco receiving marks applied on Sundays. These Sunday date stamps
are discussed in detail below because up until now it was thought that they
did not exist. The four Sunday covers are indicated with the abbreviation "S"
in the San Fran cisco date column. Th e big "Q" next to the assigned date is
no cha llenge to genuinenes s, but simply indicates a cover I haven't personally
examined. Collectors who possess such covers- and others not recorded here­
are invited to contact me.

Th e dates in the right-hand columns are taken from the Shanghai and
San Francisco date stamps. In every instance , both dates check with the
I. S. J. P. monograph. Note that the two dates on each cover are now sufficient,
on their own, to assign a year date. As an example , four covers bear the consular
date JUL 12. Three of them show a San Francisco receiving mark of AUG 13
and the other shows AUG 14. Despite the identical consular dates, we now know
that the July 12- August 13 covers represent usage in 1870, and the July 12­
August 14 cover is from 1871.-Unfortunately, only 13 crossings are represented
in this study. The appearance of more covers would enable us to fill in more
dates.

Figure 3. Earll.., known u.. of e 10. 1169 from Shenghel-June 11, 11711.

As the chart shows, the earliest cover bearing a 10c stamp from Shanghai
is dated June 11, 1870. Two covers exist from this date. The better one is shown
as Figur e 3. The existence of more than one cover from any given consular
date should not surprise. Mails were made up monthly at the consulate, just
before the stea mship departed for Japan. Surely , this was when the consular
date stamp was applied. A month's accumulation of mail thus bears the same
date stamp, JUN 11 in this case. Twice-monthly crossings commenced in the
summer of 1871. The first of these was the eastbound passage of the steamer
Alaska, which reached San Francisco on September 1, 1871. A cover from this
crossing, bearing a consular date of July 2?, [1871] , is represented in this study.

The latest cover in the study dates from October 14, 1871. From these two
bracketin g dates, we can conclude that the lOc 1869 stamp was used at the
The Chronicle / November 19711 / Vol. 25, No.4 217
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U. S. lOC 1869 COVERS FROM THE SHANGHAI CONSULAR POST OFFICE

Assigned Dat e Shanghai San Francisco
for Cover Destination Stamps Date Date

JUNE 11, 1870· Chicago. Ill . lOe 1869 JUN II jUL 14

J UNE II , 1870· Longmeadow, Mass. lOe 1869 JUN 11 JUL 14

J ULY 12, 1870 Lynn, Mass. 2 lOe 1869s; double rate JUL 12 AUG 13

JULY 12. 1870 New York City lOe 1869 JUL 12 ?

JULY 12, 1870· Boston, Mass. lOe 1869 JUL 12 AUG 13

Q SEPT 13, 1870 Jefferson, Iowa lOe 1869 SEP 13 OCT 17

SEPT 13, 1870 . Hartford, Conn. lOe 1869 SEP 13 OCT 17

NOV 13. 1870· Jefferson, Iowa lOe 1869 NOV 13 DEC 21

DEC 14, 1870 Jefferson. Iowa lOe 1869 DEC 14 JAN 18

JAN 14. 1871 Enon Valley, Pa, 2 30e 1869s, 1 lOe; 7 tim es rate JAN 14 FEB 17

MAR 13. 1871 Hayesville. Ohio lOe 1869 MAR 13 APR 16-S

Q APR 12. 1871· Jefferson. Iowa lOe 1869 APR 12 MAY 14-S

Q APR 12. 1871 Collins Depot, Mass. lOe 1869 with lOe grill (#96) APR 12 MAY 14-S

MAY 12, 1871 Smithfield. Pa , lOe 1869 MAY 12 JUN 13

JUNE 13. 1871 Bennington, Vt . lOe 1869 JUN 13 JUL 16-S

JULY 12. 1871 Jefferson. Iowa lOe 1869 JUL 12 AUG 14

JULY 2?, 1871 Smithfield. Pa. 10e 1869 JUL 2? SEP

OCT 14. 1871 Harrisburg. N.Y. lOe 1869 OCT 14 NOV 16

Q ? ? ? New York City 2 lOe 1869s. horizontal pair

Q ? ? ? "Virgin ia" 2 lOe 1869s, horizontal pair ?

Notes: Q = a cover the author has not personally examined. • = assigned date confirmed by docketing or other evidence. S = a cover date stamped in San
Francisco on a Sunday.



Shanghai consular post office for at least 16 months. Note that the stamp first
went into use in Shanghai more than a year after it had appeared in the U. S.
(Earliest known use of the 10c 1869 is April 1, 1869.) In fact, by the time the
10c 1869 stamp went into use in Shanghai, the entire 1869 series had been
obsoleted , in the United States, by the Banknotes.

Of the 20 covers here represented, 15 are single rates, each bearing one
copy of the 10c 1869. Four are double-rate covers (originally weighing if-I ounce),
three of them bearing two copies of the 10c 1869. The fourth, which I have
not seen, bears a single 10c 1869 and a single 10c grill (Scott 96). This was in the
Knapp collection .

lJ.S.000WUlA'f'E CINER'At
'HANQHAI UIITED STATES OF AMERICA. .. .

I
Figure 4. One of the premier cove .. In 1869 philately: a magnificent pair of the 30c 1869, along with 0 10c,
on 0 seven-times-rete cove r from Shanghai to Pennsylvania. The consular date stamp read. JAN 14 [1871].

The remainin g item is an oversized seven-times-rate cover (3-3if ounces),
with 70c postage paid by a single 10c and a magnificent pair of the 30c 1869.
This cover, shown as Figure 4, is one of the great gems of 1869 philately. The
owner recently refused $10,000 for it. It bears a consular date of JAN 14 and
a San Francisco receiving mark (on reverse) of FEB 17. This means the Shanghai
mark ings were applied on January 14, 1871. The preprinted address and the
straight-line consular markin g at lower left suggest that this cover was mailed
by Oliver Bradford, a friend of Seward's, who was in Shanghai at the time and
who was appointed vice-consul two months later. He was subsequently forced
to leave the consular service (convicted of tampering with the U. S. mails), but
in good 19th century tradition, he landed on his feet, to gain a place in history
as the builder of China's first (and ill-fated) railroad.':'

KILLER TYPES
During the first three decades of its existence, the Shanghai consular post

office used a number of killer devices which seem to have been carved from
winecorks. Figure 5 shows three different varieties of these cork killers, all seen
on covers in this study. Perh aps half a dozen earlier varieties exist, but these
are not shown here because they have not been seen on 10c 1869 covers. Tracings
from some of these earlier varieties were shown on page 137 of Chronicle No. 75.
The cork used in these devices seems to have worn down very quickly, thus
necessitating frequent replacement, and accounting for the wide varieties of
str ikes that seem to come from one single device. The two eight-wedge strikes
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FIgure 5. Some of the killer types seen on covers in this study.

shown in Figure 5, for example, may well have come from the same cancelling
device. Other eight-wedge strikes show a border around the wedges. The
six-wedge killer appears on only two covers in this study, and the two are dated
seven months apart. I am tempted to draw some has ty generalizations from
these few observations, but reflection suggests that generalizations should await
a more thorough study of the Shanghai consular killers .

SUNDAY DATE STAMPS
Scholars have suggested that, prior to 1875, the San Francisco receivmg

mark was never applied on Sundays. Dr. Spaulding has written that "any year
(before 1875) in which the [San Francisco] postmark date fell on Sunday can
almost certainly be ruled out. In checking dozens of Pacific mail covers from
this period, I have found many that arrived on Saturday but were not post­
marked until Monday, and not one that has a Sunday postmark (regardless of
arrival date) prior to 1875. At least in San Francisco ... mail seems not to have
postmarked on Sunday until 1875."15

The evidence of the lOc 1869 covers suggests otherwise. Four covers in this
study, all apparently from the spring of 1871, be ar San Francisco date stamps
that cannot conveniently be placed unless one accepts Sunday date stamping.

Consider the cover with the assigned date of June 13, 1871. It bears a
consular date of JUN 13 and a San Francisco date of JUL 16. Three different
years can theoretically accommodate the July 16 San Francisco marking: 1870,
1871 and 1872. (The year 1869 is too early for this stamp, and 1873 is too
late. ) The steamer China arrived in San Francisco July 13, 1870; the America
reached there July 15, 1871 and again on July 13, 1872. This study clearly elimi­
nates 1870 as a possibility, because covers from the June-July 1870 crossing of
the China with the year verified by other evidence (see chart) show another
set of dates: Jun e 11 in the consular circular and July 14 in the San Francisco
marking. The year 1871 works very well: the Am erica arrived July 15, and San
Francisco markings applied one day after arrival are typical. However, July 16,
1871, was a Sunday.

The year 1872 is also a possibility, but thi s would make the cover fully
eight months later than any other in the study. It would also have the mail
arriv ing in San Francisco on a Saturday and not being stamped until the fol­
lowing Tuesday. Delays of this magnitude supposedly took place, but there
is no evidence to support them for the period of this study. In fact, both the
original documents and the covers themselves suggest strong pressures to assure
the speediest possible transmittal of the mail. In those days the transpacific
mail was the quickest way to send information from China. Given the intense
commercial competition of the China trade, it is all but inconceivable that
transpacific letters would be allow ed to sit on ship for thr ee days before being
turned over to th e San Francisco receiving office. Merchant s were both too
powerful and too well informed to permit this. The Government contract with
the Pacific Mail Steamship Company expressly pen alized dilatory conduct­
mainly because the mails carried valuable information that any merchant could
use for his profit, if he wer e to get it first. "Suitable fines shall be imposed .
for setting up or running an express to transmit mails ... or for transmitting .
anyone engaged in transporting letters."16

The evidence of the covers themselves is equally compelling. If one accepts
Sunday date-stamping , every cover in this study bears a San Francisco marking
applied no more than one day after its ship's arrival. If one rules out Sunday
dating, then all but four covers in this study bear day-of or da y-after-arrival
220 The Chronicle / November 1973 / Vol. 25. No. 4



date stamps. And these four, which would be similarly dated if one accepts
Sund ay dating, turn out (rulin9 out Sunday dating) to be date stamped three or
even four days after their ship s arrival.

Even more persuasive is the evidence of .one of the covers with the as­
signed date of April 12, 1871. Both covers from this date bear Shanghai consular
dates of April 12 and San Francisco markings of May 14. One of them is from
the Robinson correspondence, a large find of China missionary covers to Jef­
ferson, Iowa, many of which were dated by their recipient, who noted on the
envelop.e the month and year in which the contents were written. The cover
un der discussion bears the docketing notation "Apr 1871". Since the docketing
on every other Robinson cover J have seen has proved accurate, I am inclined
to accept the accuracy of this one, too. The steamer Great Republic arrived in
San Francisco on May 13, 1871. The May 14 marking thus fits the day-after­
arrival pattern that these covers seem to establish, But once again, May 14, 1871
was a Sunday. Usage in 1872 is impossible here, because the May steamer that
year arrived after May 14. These covers could conceivably be assigned to 1870,
when the Japan arrived on May 11. But this would have the mail arriving on
a Wednesday and not being stamped until the following Saturday. Thus, to
assign this cover to 1870 would fly in the face .of both the commercial and the
contractual realities of the transpacific mails. It would also deny the authenticity
of a docke ting notation from the large correspondence whose other notations
have proved accurate. And it would place th ese covers several months earlier
than any others in the study. Surely the Occam's Razor principle compels us to
accept the existence of San Francisco Sunday markings, at least in the spring
of 1871. ..

. The remaining Sunday cover-submitted by Ryo Ishikawa, to whom I am
indebted for sparking my thoughts on this question-has been tentatively assigned
a date of March 13, 1871. It bears a Shanghai consular date of MAR 13 and a
San Francisco date of APR 16. The year 1872 is impossible here, but the steamer
Am erica arrived in San Francisco on April 13, 1870 and again on April 15, 1871.
If this cover is from 1870, it was date-stamped three days after arrival and is
by three months the earliest cover in the study. Once again, 1871 usa ge seems
more likely, even thou gh April 16, 1871 was a Sunday. The appearance of other
covers bearing Shanghai consular dates of March, April and June, would clear
this matter up .
(Correspondence should be addressed to the author at 919 N. Michigan Ave. , Chicago. Ill . 6(611).

Footnotes

1 McKee , Th e Shi p Subsidy Question; Hutchins, Am~rican Maritime lndustries, pp. 528-532.
2 13 U. S. Stat. 430 (Febru ary 17, 1865) . :
3 Spaulding, "The U. S. Post Offi ce at Kob e (H iogo) ," Jap anese Philately, Oct ober

1971, p. 199. '
4 Postmaster General's Report , 1869, p. 18.
II Koffsky. Shanghai Postal Agency , pp . 1-2.
6 Riddell, U. S. Postal Agency in Shanghai, p . 3.
7 I am indebted to Edwin S. Costrell , chief of th e Historical Studies Division of the U. S.

Department of State, for providing me with a listing of con sular appoin tments to Shanghai
through 1880. These record s show th at the fir st consu lar appointee was Cal eb Lyon, who
recei ved his commission on February 15, 1847. However , accord ing to the Nationa l Arch ives
and Re cord s Service (in a letter to me from Dr. Miltona. Gu stafson , chi ef of the diplomatic
branch of the Civil Archiv es Division) , Lyon never went to h is po st. H e resigned in Wash­
ington on April 17, 1848. On May 10, th e commission was given to John N. A. Griswold .
Gri swold 's first di spatch from Shanghai was dated October 10. 1848.

8 Riddell , op . cit ., p. 4. The original instructions appear in th e Postmaster General 's
Journal #63 (J u ne 14, 1867) , now in th e National Archives. Koffsky's monograph-among
other sources-indicates there is much qu estion over . who actuall y bo re the cost of the
Shanghai consular post office. If one is to beli eve th e consular staff, they were paying for
much of it out of the ir own pocket s. In the I890s, it was discovered that th ere had been no
sett leme n t of the Shanghai postal accounts for 16 years (Koffsky, p . 46) .

9 Koffsky, op . cit. p. 35. H . E. Lobdell , writ ing in th e T welfth American Philatelic Congress
Book (p . 25) uses entirely different evide nce to deduce an open ing date, for th e Shan gh ai
con sular post office , of August 3, 1867.

10 Graham, "China and Japan Steam Service ," Chronicle No . 73, p . 28.
11 Riddell, op. cit ., p. 4.
12 Postmaster General's R eport, 1869, p. 18.
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1 3 Hall ibu rt on . Roger and Spaulding, Pacific Crossings from Japa n, 1858-1879, In terna-
tional Societv for Japanese Ph ilately. In c., Monograph #3, December 1969.

14 Koffsky. op . ci t ., p. 11; Dicti on ary of A me l"ican Biograph y, Vol. 8. pp . 613-614.
1 5 H all ibur ton . Roger and Spau ld ing, op . cit. p . 6.
1 6 Lobdell. op. cit ., p . 16, cit in g P. M. G. reports for 1865 and 1866.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
A comp re hensive bibliography on th e transpacific mails ha s ye t to be compiled. A worthy

beginning can be fou nd in Chronicle No. 73, pa ge 28. On e of the sources cit ed there-Lobdell's
" Beginnings of Sch eduled Trans-Pacific Mail " , published in the T welfth Congress Bo ok-is
richly an notated and h ighl y recommended. T o these sources sho u ld be added the foll owing
wor ks, more directly related to th e Shanghai Consu lar Post Offi ce:
Ri ddell , J ohn D., T he U. S. Postal Agency in Shangha i, China ; undated monograph published

in London . T hi s gives a brief history of the U. S. posta l opera tio n in Chi na . alon g with
tr acings of 25 differ ent markin gs (no kill ers) used the re between 1868 an d 1921.

Koffsky, Pet er L., Th e Consul General's Shan gha i Postal Agency, 1867-1907; Sm ithso n ian In­
stit u rion Press, 1972.

Seward , George F., T he United States Consulate in Chi na (1867) . T he ex istence of this boo k
is ment ioned in th e Dict ionary of American Bi ography, but I have not been able to loca te
a cop y.

Polland , W . Sco tt , "Mail Service to Ch ina and Japan in th e Nine tee n th Cen tury," We stern
Express, June 1965.
On the su bject of th e tr anspacific steamship subsidy, a political cause celebre during the

1860s and 18705, th ese two book s are useful :
Hutch ins, J ohn G. B., Th e American Ma ritime Industries and Pu blic Policy, 1789-1914; Harvard

Un iversi ty Press, 1941.
McKee, Marguer ite M., Th e Sh ip Subsid y Questi on in United States Politics. This is a master's

th esis pu blishe d in Smith College Studies in H istory, Volu me VII , Number I . Octob er 1922;
Northa m pton. Mass.
T her e are a lsoanumber of Congressiona l docum ents rela ting to the transpacific mails. Man y

of them were no t consu lted in th e preparation of th is ar ticle. but th e full list-is included
here fo r th e record .
Statutes:
13 U. S. Stat. 93 (May 28, 1864) -Act of Congress au thorizin g su bsidy for the Brazilian steam­

shi p ser vice.
13 U . S. Sta t. 430 (F ebru ary 17. 1865) - Act of Congress authori zing subsid y for th e transpacific

stea mship serv ice.
14 U . S. Stat . 394 (Febru ary 18. 1867) - Amen ding previous act by allowing steamers not to

stop at H awai i.
14 U. S. Sta t. 543 (March 2, 1867)- Act of Congress au thori zing su bsidy for the Hawaiian

steam ship service.
17 U . S. Stat. 201 (J u ne I , 1872) - Act of Congress expanding transpacific steamsh ip su bsidy .
Congressional Reports:
Rep ort of the Senate Com mittee on Post Offices and Post R oads on th e Ocean Mail St eams hip

Seruices Between the United States and China (1866) , Sena te Report 116, 39 Con gress. I
Session .

Report of th e H ouse Com mittee on Commerce 01 1 A merican Shi pbuilding and th e Ch in a Mail
Seruice (1874) , H ou se Report 782. 43 Congress. I Session .

R eport of th e Senate Commit tee on Commerce on A dd it ional Subsidy for the Pacific M ail Com­
pany (1874). Sen at e Repor t 286, 43 Congress . I Session .

R epo rt of the House Committ ee on Wa ys and M eans on th e China Mail Service (1875) , House
Report 268, 43 Congress, 2 Session .

M em orial of th e Pacific Mail St eamship Company (1875) , Senate Miscellaneous Document #83.
43 Congress. 2 Session .

R ep ort of t he H ouse Committee on Post Offices and Post Roads on th e Pacific Mail Steams hip
Compa ny (1875), H ou se Report 598, 43 Congress, 3 Session.

Resolu tion of th e L egislatu re of Calijornia R eques ting Congress to Oppose Any Further Subsidy
to th e Pacific Ma il Com pan y (1875), Hou se Miscellaneous Documen t #21 3. 43 Congress,
3 Session.
EDITORIAL

In thi s issue of the Chronicle, the 1861 section is mainly devoted to Michael
Laurence's story of the use of the U. S. 10c 1869 stamp from Shanghai. As with
the Period Editor's examina tion of the China and Japan Steam Service mark­
ings, this research was not possible until after publication of Pacific Crossings
from Japan , 1858-79, by W. H. Halliburton, Conrad Roger and, (mainly) Robert
M. Spaulding, Jr. In thi s brochure, the latter indicated that the well known cover ,
attributed to the J. David Baker collection, from Japan and bearing thirteen
copies of the U. S. 2c 1869 stamp, dated from 1870 rather than 1869 as here­
tofore believed. The cover is addressed to Rhenish Prussia and if mailed in
1869, it represents a 1c overpayment; but in 1870 the Wc in stamps represented
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a 6c overpayment. On this ba sis, the late Stanley B. Ashbrook, who had dated
the cover , placed it as being an 1869 usag e. Dr. Spaulding noted, "One does
not lightly disagree with an Ashbrook verdict, but in my opinion the evidence
is overwhelmingly against 1869 and in favor of 1870 for this cover."

We can paraphrase Dr . Spaulding's rem ark concerning Ashbrook, and state
that one does not lightly disagree with a Spaulding verdict, either. In his
article, however, Michael Laurence has disagreed with regards to a statement
made by Spaulding in Pacific Crossings to the effect that "any year (before
1875) in which the [San Francisco] postmark date fell on Sunday can almost
certainly be ruled out." Laurence proves several 1870 Sunday dates valid.

The Period Editor must state that, just as he believes Spaulding with regard
to the 1870 date of the 2c 1869 cover, so he also believes Laurence, and feels
the probability of Laurence's being correct is very high. In both cases, we can
only go with evidence plus a logical interpreta tion. As Elliott Perry often wrote,
facts are stubborn.

We do agree with Dr. Spaulding's no Sunday postmark theory for the
years 1867 through 1869.
A JOHN WILKES BOOTH COVER
The assassination of Abraham Lincoln occu rred with Booth's shooting of

Lincoln at Ford's Theatre on the night of April 14th, 1865, Lincoln dying the
following morning. Booth escaped southward , through Prince Georges and
Charles counties of Maryland, hiding out on the Thomas Jones farm in the
latter coun ty until the 21st and finally getti ng across the Potomac on Sunday,
April 23rd. He was discovered and shot either by himself or by arm y troops on
April 26th. Booth's death culminated a vast hue and cry, which included re­
wards totalling $100,000 for all the conspirators, among whom severa l other
people were involved. The story of Booth's flight and death hav e been reviewed
many times, and it is sufficient to note that as much attention was given by the
nation to this affai r at that time as to the atte mpt to capture Jefferson Davis
and other prominent members of the Confederate government.
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Figure A.
Cover with picture of John Wilkes Booth, urging his capture, used from Washington. D. C. May 6, 1865 .
Court esy Floyd Risvold .

The cover shown in Figure A is very unusual in that it is a comer card
version of a "wanted" poster for Booth. Used from Washington on May 6, this
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use was within ten days of Booth's death. It should be noted that, although the
story of Booth 's death was made public, uncertainties of whether he actually
shot himself (most probable) or was killed by a pistol shot from army sergeant
Boston Corbett were speedily converted into public doubts that it was actua lly
Booth himself wh o was killed. In May 1865, and for many years after, many
people believed that Booth escaped , so use of such a cover after Booth's death
does not seem illogical.

The Booth portrait and all printing are in black, and it is of interest that the
Washington bookseller and stationer who printed the cover, one C. H. Anderson,
had the design copyrighted.

This is certainly a most unusual application of the comer card and patriotic
envelop e idea , and we wish to thank the owner, Floyd Risvold, both for show­
ing us the cover and providing the photo.

Blbllogr.phy
Jones, T homas A., l - W ilkes Booth, Laird and Lee, Chicago , 1893.
Fowl er, Rob er t H ., "The Search for Booth ," section in Album of the Lincoln Mu rder, special

edition of Civil War T imes, Illustrated , July, 1965; Hi storical Times Publish ing Co., Ge t­
tysbu rg, Pa ,
DO YOU WANT TO BUY, SELL, OR SWAP?

Try a "Classified" advertisement in The Chronicle. Send your copy to the
advertising manager, Mr. Clifford L. Friend , 8081 Aquadale Drive, Board ­
man, Ohio 44512.
Remit at the rate of 50c per line (40 letters or spaces) when you send your
copy. Deadline, December 15, 1973 for next issue.
u.s. Postal History
- ON and OFF COVER -

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON:

3c 1851 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROVALS GLADLY SENT TO

u.s.r.c.s. MEMBERS

The Old Pueblo
Siamp & Coin Shop

6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710

1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridge Ro.d

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
KICKING MULE CANCELLATIONS
What possible connection could there be between philately and a beast

of burden that regularly pulled an eccentric business man's delivery cart up
and down the hilly streets of San Francisco almost a century ago?

If you know the answer to that silly-sounding question you are almost
surely a collector of the American Bank Note Company soft paper issues. Also
you evidently have a keen interest in the Kicking Mule cancellations used in
the 1880s and later by five small town Pacific Coast post offices: Port Townsend
and Neah Bay in Washington; Forbestown, Goleta, and Susanville in California.
Only a Kicking Mule aficion ado is likely to know this off-b eat canceller was a
direct descendant of the delivery cart's flesh and blood mule.

The cart and mule were owned by C. A. Klinkner, an individualist who
manufactured and sold, among other metal and rubber marking devices, a
line of post office handstamp s. Klinkner was locally noted for spectacular oddball
schemes to attract attention to his wares . Most of his oddball efforts involved
using his deliv ery cart as a moving signboard. As an extra eye-catcher, he fre­
quently topped it off with a real live monkey, parrot, or dog bedecked with
additional advert ising signs.

Always the cart was drawn by a mule , usually white. Occasionally, how­
ever, th e anim al was literally dyed to match the season: green for St. Patrick's
Day, red-white-and-blue for Independence Day, and so forth. Whenever a down­
town San Franciscan sighted the mule-drawn outfit, he was presumably re­
minded to buy rubber stamps, notarial seals, metal signs , or whatever. Apparently
thi s unorthodox publicity was effective. Klinkner was always prosperous.

The sole known surviving copy of a Klinkner catalog is the 1890 edition,
which illustrates the Kicking Mule handstamp. Previous editions doubtless
listed the same device, for Port Townsend owned and used his Kickin g Mule
canceller as earl y as mid-1880. .

His 1890 catalog shows not only a reproduction of the Kicking Mule, but
also a duplex handstamp simulation that combines the Mule with the town­
mark of a non-existent post office which he-typically-named Klinknerville,
California. This touch was a left-handed attempt to reinforce his persistent but
uniformly unsuccessful campaign to foist his name upon Emeryville, an Oakland
suburb where he lived and dabbled in real estate. He never quit tryingl

Flgur. ,
Kllnkn.rvlll. cov.r.

EDWA.BD T.STEEL 81 CO.
Importers of .'. Wear, Ie.

s. W. Cor. Sixlh lMarkel Stet.
PDILADBLPIUA.

A cover recently came to light with the identical Klinknerville postmark,
date and killer, (Figure 1). Its origin must remain highly suspect since it pre-
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cisely duplicates the 1890 catalog illustration as shown in a 1960 stamp maga­
zine. That Klinknerville cover became known some while after 1960. At best it
may have been made either as a genuine commercial sample or, even less
probably, as a favor for a philatelic friend. At worst. . . .? ?

William Henry Harri son Learned, postmaster at Port Townsend in 1880,
was the first to use the Kicking Mule canceller prob ably in July of that year. It
is therefore remarkable that the first published record of this cancellation ap­
parently did not come until twenty years later . In March 1900 the V irginia Phila ­
telist, edited by the eminent philatelic student, August Dietz , printed an ex­
cellent tracin g of the Mule along with the following item:

A Unique Cancellation
From Port T ownsend. Was h .. comes th e mos t unique postal cancell ation we have
ever seen . It con sists of three stampeding mules. and the envelope bearing th ese
novel postmark s is a veri table litt le curio. Probab ly the State of W ash in gton is thus
imm ort a lizing the American mu les tha t stampeded at La dysm ith.

Dietz thus refers to the siege of Ladysmith in the Boer War, where the
British Army suffered a disastrous defeat when the mules pull ing the heavy
guns stampeded at the first sound of battle. The Brit ish had purchased many
of their mules in the United States, and Port Townsend was one point from
which they were shipped to South Africa. The cover that inspired the Dietz
news item is shown as Figure 2. The cancelling device struck 'on that cover is
not the original Mule as used during the Bank Note period from 1880 to 1890.
Instead it is identified as the Second Series Mule, a canceller not attached to
a postmark.

Figure 2
Dietl cover .

A. F . Learned, postmaster of Port Townsend from 1900 to 1914, used this
newly acquired killer to cancel postage due stamps and the postage on registered
letters. He also cancell ed , apparently as philatelic favors , numerous covers and
some off-cover stamp s with the Kicking Mule. Figure 3 shows four different
American Bank Note stamps on piece, all issued between 1881 and 1888 but
cancelled with the Second Series Mule not earlier than 1900. This item would
clearly seem to be philatelically inspired.

Figure 3
Second Series Mule on Banknote I"ues.
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Collection and study of the American Bank Note Company soft paper
issues and their postal markings have been less popular and so have produced
less research literature than the National and Continental hard paper stamps
and their markings. This is largely because in the 1880s standardized markings
were steadily displacing such interesting fancy cancellations as the New
York Foreign Mails and the Waterbury series of the 1870s, hence there seemed
to be less to study and write about.

The Kicking Mule cancellations are spectacular exceptions to that trend
toward the commonplace. Because they are so unusual, they were intensively
collected and meticulously studied by Lee H. Cornell, a distinguished philatelist
of Wichita, Kansas. In 1949 he published The Tale of the Kicking Mule, a well
written, fascinating handbook that documents his numerous discoveries and
summarizes all other significant facts then available.

~'~~p vII
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PtIt Townend, Wuh lnllOll Tlrrllory.

FIgure 4
Earliest recorded use of
Kicking Mule.

The earliest use recorded in Cornell's handbook was July 26, 1880, from
Port Townsend. A cover of that date franked by a 3c Green of 1879 is shown
as Figure 4. An official cover exists carrying the same date and the same Port
Townsend postmark but without a stamp and without the Mule. This was
long taken to indicate that the Mule device was attached to the postmark on
July 26, 1880. Recently, however, a Xerox picture of a Port Townsend Kicking
Mule cover of July 19, 1880, has been seen. When the cover itself can be ex­
amined, it seems likely that it will prove genuinely used on that earlier date.

r
Figure 5 .

Enrliesl recorded use d'
Pori Townsend Type III
Mule.
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Port Townsend produced by far the greatest number of Kicking Mule items.
Also it creat ed three distinct types of this cancellation. The Mule is identical in
the three typ es, but each type was used only when attached to its own particu­
lar circular tow nmark. These are known as Types I, II and III in order of dates
when used. Figure 4 is a Type I Mule. Figure 5 illustrates the earliest known
date of use of a Typ e III Mule. Each of the other four Mule post offices used
just its own single typ e of town circle . Examples of the Forbestown and Goleta
Mules are illustr ated in Figures 6 and 7 respectively.

Figure 6
Forbestown Mule,

Although all of the Mule cancelling devices apparently were made from
Klinkner's single original die, an off-cover str ike can be assigned with certainty
to its proper type designation if even a small part of the postmark circle shows.
In each instance the tell -ta le characteristic is the distance from the Mule's
hind hoof to the closest point on the postmark, which differs for each of the
seven types of Mules, except Port Townsend Type II and Neah Bay. That
measurement can also be important as one method for identifying fake Mules;
some dangerous forgeries exist. Table I shows the critical distance of each
genuine type of First Series Mule cancellations, and its known peri od of use ,

~ost Q)fftct ~tpnrltllmt.

P OST OFFICE AT _

OP'P'ICIAL .UIIN.II.

Figure 7
Oole'. Mule,

_.. ...k.,~~,LC13.L_~_.!---:~_'.
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Table 1. Distance Indicia I!nd Dates of Use

Hoof to Circle, Dates of Use
TY!Je Millimeters Early Late

Por t Townsend 1 5\12 7-19-80 3-3-81
II 6 5-11-81 9-8·85

III 8 10-22-85 2-7-87
Neah Bay 6 6-12-83 5-31-86
Susanville 4 7-6-81 8-10-82
Forbestown 4\12 3-21-82 9-8-92
Gole ta 7 11-11-80 2-10-85

Series I Kicking Mule cancellations are known on most of the lower de­
nominations of the soft paper Bank Note stamps then current. They are also
found on numerous denom inations of the Department stamps and on two
denominatio ns of the First Issue Postage Due stamps, which also were printed
by American Bank Note Comp any. The Mules are also found on a number of
different envelope stamps of the period. A complete set of the War Department
stamps with Kicking Mules is shown as F igure 8. Table 2 summarizes the
stamps on which the First Series Mule has b een reported .

Table 2. Incidence of First Series Mule
Cancellations on Current Stamp Issues

Den om inat ions, Cen ts
I . 2. 3, 5. 10. 15
5
I . 3, 6, IO
2. 4
I, 2
I , 3
All denomina tions
2. 3. 6
3, 6. 10. 15. 30
Eleven variet ies

Issue
1879
1882
1881-82
1883
1887
POSTAGE DUE
WAR
AGRICULTURE
INT ERIOR
Envelopes

,....,..
Complete .et of Kicking Mule. on We. Dep.rtment Item,..
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Kicking
iuue.

Fliur. ,
Mule on C8nldian "Small Qu• • n"

Flgur. 10
Ono of two oxomplos on 0 poslog. duo stomp .

Kicking Mule cancellations are most frequently found on the 3c Greens of
1879 and 1881, and the 2c Brown of 1883. The duplex handstamps including
the Kicking Mule were used also as receiving and transit marks on domestic
mail and mail from Canad a. Two Canadian stamps are known canceled with
Mules, which probabl y were applied at Port Townsend as transit marks. An
example is shown as Figu re 9. Th e Mule cancellations have been found on two
soft paper Posta ge Du e stamps of the 1879 American Bank Note issue . Cornell's
handbook illustrates the 1c used for postage on a Goleta cover. Also known is
the 3c off cover cancelled with a Port Townsend Mule, shown as Figur e 10. On
5c and higher postage denom inations the Mule is rare. Since all of the five
post offices using thi s cancellation were in small towns which typically produce
mail of very limited scope, unusual uses with the Kicking Mule are seldom seen
and are proportionately sought after by collectors.

"..

FI!juro 11
Multiplo cancenollons of Iho Mulo.

Postmaster W . H. H. Learned of Por t Townsend had a pleasant custom
when handstamping covers which were franked with multiple stamps. He reg­
ularly made his firs t strike in conventional manner , so that the town circle
showed in full on the envelope itself and the Mule on the left hand stamp did
his kicking from a normal horizontal stance. To cancel the other stamps on the
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envelope Learned invariably turned his handslamp 90 degrees clockwise so that
their Mules stood on their heads. Only a tiny arc of the town circle's outer ring
either barely struck above the stamps or did not strike at all. Figure 11 is an
excellent example of this cancelling technique.

If space permitted, it would be possible to write an article about Kicking
Mules several times as long, without repeating. But the presen t arti cle is in­
tended to be only an introduction to the fascinating subject of Klinkner 's Kicking
Mule as used in the Bank Note period. For comprehensive treatment of the
topic as well as for genuinel y interesting reading, Cornell's han dbook is highly
recommended.

In the quarter century since Cornell compiled his handbook, a considerable
amount of additional information has turned up. Th is includes at least six
earlier or later dates than he recorded and much miscellaneous data. The total
is enough to justify a supplement to his volume, or perhaps even a new pub ­
lication on the Kicking Mule.

Such a project is now under consideration. Th e editor of the Bank Note
Period of the Chronicle would appreciate hearing from those Route Agents who
are interested in the Kicking Mule cancellations. He is particularly eager for
new information on dates of use and on heretofo re unrecorded stamps and/ or
covers carrying Mule cancellations. Also requested is word from those who
have good examples of the Mule on or off cover.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA

WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both. U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusua l

U.S. & B.N .A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co~
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
l-Association Item:

Our featured illustration (Item c) for this issue graphically highligh ts a
problem of existence for the railroads pri or to 1883 that is not ofte n considered
by pr esent day historians and collectors. We quo te from Sidney Withington
as follows:

The standardi za tion of time on a national basis is no w so commonplace that
it is d ifficu lt to reali ze the fact th at it was not un til Nov . 18. 1883 th a t it was
finall y accomplished. Even tha t accomp lishment was not on any offi cial basi s bu t
merely hy th e acti on of the "Genera l Time Convent ion of Railway Managers"
u nd er th e Secreta ryship of Mr. W. Fallen; substitu ting four standards of time in
place of th e 49 wh ich had previously existed throughout th e country. There was
no na t iona l legisla tion in connectio n with Standard T ime un ti l March 1918 when
Congress d irect ed the Inter state Commerce Commission officially to establish limits
for th e various ti me zones which the 'rail roads had de veloped .

Our cover shows an unusual corner card advertis ing Appleton's Railwa y
Guide. This 3 cent Banknote cover with New York City Station A marking shows
15 of these time zones and the distance from New York City. When it was Noon
at New York the following cities were timing their activities as follows: St.
Louis 10.55 A.M., New Orleans 10.56 A.M., Chicago 11.06 A.M., Loui sville and
In dianapolis 11.14 A.M., Cincinnati 11.19 A.M., Detroit and Columbus 11.24
A.M., Cleveland 11.30 A.M., Pittsburg 11.36 A.M. Buffalo 11041 A.M., Richmond
11.46 A.M., Baltimore 11.50 A.M., Phil adelphia 11.56 A.M., Montreal 11.58
A.M. and Boston 12.12 P.M. Pity the poor railroad traveler of the period having
to change trains and make connections with 49 time zones in effect. My troubles
with non-observance of Daylight Saving Time in Michigan last year and now
in Arizona seem tame in comparison.

T'tme lind J)iHtauce Jn d icRtur.

y 3T :!J12,m"J>

se: %'
~,u'i't>I r
JJjt~/, IIi· ~(ftItt'(1Y Y,1f~.

Ihlm.
2-Remele Catalog:

(a) A most difficult ra ilway marking to locate in a compl ete clear strike is
that of the Naugatuck Railroad-Remele N 3 (T. & M. 87-A-1). This 33 mm.
marking is found in red and orange in the 1847-51 period and in black in the
1851-57 period. Used by the route agen t between Bridgeport and Wins ted,
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Conn., it is normally found partially off cover, in glancing or distorted str ikes
or faintly struck so that examples for tracing are scarce. After many years of
searching your Editor has located a fine clear strike and takes this opportunity
to present a tracing (Item a) giving more detail than the cut in the Remele book
- pa rticularly in the complete serifs.

(b) Through the courtesy of Mr. Will iam Wyer we illustrate a tracing of
Petersburg & Roanoke R R , Remele P5-b, which is apparently the second lo­
cated example of this desirable marking on cover. Since th e original, as shown
in Remele catalog, had a write-in date and this example has a date logo in the
marking, we are illustrat ing the marking (Item b) used by the route agent be­
tween Petersburg, Va. and Weldon, N. C. The color is blue and use was in
the pre-stamp per iod. Location of this example changes Remele's scarcity
factor from extremely rare to very rare.

110m 0 110m b

(c) Our mystery cover for this issue is a pre-stamp fold ed letter headed
Saugerties, N. Y., Jan. 15, 1839. On the face of the letter it is addresse d to Mr.
Collins & Co. / Canton Collinsville/Conn. and carries a red circular Jan. 15
Saugerti es, N. Y. town markin g and 12~ rate in ink (80-150 miles). At bottom
of the face is written in another han d "Missent and Forwd. from Canaan Ct.
to Collinsville Jan . 17." But now the problem appears-also on the face of the
letter is struck a red "Rail.Road" with red semi-circle below, Remel e R 4-f,
which, according to all previous beliefs, was applied by one of the route agents
operating between Albany and Syracuse, N. Y., over the Utica and Schenectady
R R and Syracuse & Utica R R The date of Jan . 15, 1839 is a very early usage
for this marking-less than a year from earliest date reported.

As informa tion, Saugerti es, N. Y. is located on the Hudson River 43 miles
south of Alba ny and was a river boat landing. Collinsville , Conn. is located about
15 miles west of Hartford , Conn. and Canton was an adjacent town. In 1839
none of these poi nts was located on a railroad . Canaan, the forwarding point, in
the northwes t corner of Connecticut, was not reach ed by the Hou satonic Rail­
road un til 1842.

Your Editor would welcome suggestions from readers on the route followed
by this letter and just why the R 4-f railroad marking appears on this cover.

3-Towle-Meyer Catalog:
Through the cooperation of Messrs. Atkins, Haas, Austin , Hood, Jarosak,

Leet , and Persson we are enabled to report the followin g:

(al Errata:

Ca talog No. 659-S-1: Listin g of this Indiana stati on marking should be
deleted and it should be relisted as:
651-S-2: Oct. Box 28 x 22~, blue, WYD 1877. Partial. 13.

(b) Addenda:
153-A-l: (New date) WYD 1886.
177-C-l: (New Date) 1886.
198-D-l : (New Date) WYD 1884.
556-F-4: (New Dat e) 1872: With star killer-See Plate.
574-B-l: (New Date and Type) WYD 1889.
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PLATE XXXIII
New York

136-B· I : 26 blue , 1878. 4. (Geneva &: We l1sboro u gh) .

Pennsylvania
Catalog Route 227: Lawrenceville-Elkland, Pa. via Syracuse, Geneva and Corn­

ing R. R.
Route Agent: Lawrenceville-Elkland, Pa. 1882-1 Agent. (13 miles).
Markings: 227-A-1: 26 black, Eighties. 5.

Maryland
273-S-12: D. Oval 31 Y2-22 x 24Y2-15Y2 blue. WYD 1875. 20.

Note-Weyers Cave Station, Va . 13 m iles nort h of Stau nton , Va . on the Valley Branch
of Ba lt imorc an d Ohio R . R .

Virginia
303-S-I I : D. Ov a l 37Y2-35 x 24Y2-22 black, WYD Eighties. 10.

Note-Caperton , W . Va. on ma in line of Ch esapeake &: Ohio 54 mil es east of Charles ­
ton. \ V. Va.

North Carolina
Catalog Route 333: Durham-Henderson, N. C. via Durham & North ern R. R.
Route Agent: None in Catalog Period .
Markings: 333-S-1, D. Circle 32~-22 blue , WYD 1893. 6.

Note-Clay, N. C. located 13 mil es sou th of Hend erson , N. C.

Kentucky
.~24 -S - I I : Oval 32Y2 x 27Y2 blue. WYD 1875.18.

Note-Paynes , Ky. on Louisville, Cincinnati &: Lex ington R . R. II miles west of Lexing­
ton , Ky.

525-S-I : 27 b lack , WYD 1870. 22. No te-Smith 's Grove. Ky. station on main line of Louisville
& Nashville 14 miles north of Bowling Green . Ky.

;,)26-S-26: 32 blue, WYD 1876. 15. No te-Atwood, Tenn . on Memphis Branch of Louisvill e &
Nashville 99 miles north of Memphis . Unusua l type of sta tion ma rk ing and was evi ­
dently odd typ c of ticket stamp.

Catalog Route 531: Louisville to Bloomfield , Ky. via Louisville & Nashville R. R.
Route Agents: Louisville-Taylorsville, Ky. 1881-1 Agent. Louisville-Bloomfield,

Ky. 1882, 1883-1 Agent. (57 miles).
Markin gs: 531-S-1: Shield, blue , WYD 1881. 12. Note-Normandy, Ky. on

Bloomfield Branch of Louisville & Nashville, 42 miles southeast of Louis­
ville. Unusual type of ticket dater used as station cancel.

Ohio
.~59 - F-3 : 27 bl ack. Ban kn ot e . 2. (T oledo and Chicago) .
Catalog Route 585: Delphos, Ohio-St. Louis, Mo. via Toledo , Cincinnati and St.

Louis R. R.
Route Agents: Delphos, Oi-Marion, Ind. 1881-3 Agents. Delphos, a.-Frankfort,

Ind. 1882-2 Clerks. Delphos, O.-St. Louis, Mo. 1883-6 Clerks. (374 miles).
Markings: 585-A-1: 26~ black, 1885. 3.

Illinois
702-Q -I: M. &: M. R. R.-Manuscri p t, W VI) 1859. 5. (Mississipp i & Missouri R . R .) .

Iowa
749-D -I : 26 bl ack. WVD 1885. 4. (Creston &: St. Joseph).

Wisconsin
837-S-2: 31Y2 b lue . WY D 1888. Pa rtial. 6. (Chicago , Milwaukee &: SI. Paul Rw y, Ch icago &

Milwaukee Division-Forest Glen 10 miles north of Chicago) .

Kansas
907-E-4: 25 Y2 b lu e , 1877. 2. (Kansas City &: Den ver) .

Colorado
950 -A-2: 25 Y2 black, Banknote . 4. (Denver Pacific).
953 -F-2: 27 black . Eigh ties . 2. (Denver &: Ogden) .

Steam boa t Markings
Waterway Agent Markings-Tennessee River

0-27-a: 25 Y2 blac k. Banknote. 15. (Loudon &: Rockwood, T enn . R iver Rou te 45 mil es- 2 trips
per week) .
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556-F-4

531-S- 1

702 -Q- l

0-27-a

136-B-l

PLATE XXXIII

950-A-2
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WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Con signment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462

POSTAL LAWS & REGULATIONS
Inq uiries invi ted for outr ight pu rchase of 181 7, 182 5, 1828 , 1832,
1843, 1847 and 1852 P.L. & R's. Will also consider trading for U.S.­
19th Ce ntury Covers displaying fancy cancels.

HARDBOUND POSTAL GUIDES OF 1881·1 91 4 A VAILA BLE

W RITE FOR M Y "LITERATURE" PRICE LIST

JAMES R. KESTERSON

~~~~1'Jill! Borrow with confidence
,;:; In any emerge ncy, borrow !AiU the money you need at I

I,Edelman's, Use your collec- I
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
FURTHER NOTES ON MAILS BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND
THE WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA

J. V. WOOLLAM

Th e cover front in the Paul C. Rohloff collection which was ana lysed in
Chronicle 71 and referre d to again in Chronicle 77 has interested me, and I
wonder whether I can contr ibute towards its elucidation. It was addressed to

1~

Santiago in Chile and the uncertainty relates to the rating mark of 2 and the
3~

straightline mark alongside it, both stru ck in red.
When I first saw the illustration in Chronicle 71 I thought I recognised a

family likeness to rating marks on other covers I had seen arriving at Valparaiso
by sea mail. An article in the Collectors Club Philatelist, Volume 45, No. 6, by
Galvez illustrates a number of Chilean postmark types of this period including

1
a ratin g mark of 2 which was appli ed at Valparaiso. The numeral types are

3'
the same between the Rohloff cover and the Galvez illustration. Further to this ,
two articles written by Robson Lowe in the Philatelist in August/September
1968 analyse d a group of covers belonging to Colonel John Rider of New York.
These covers were examples of Chilean sea mail from the period 1842/1853. Ex­
amples in my own collection confirm the following analysis.

Figure 1. Cover with 5c 1847 stamp from Philadelphia to Sant iago, Chile. Sent in care of the Navy Department
in Wash in!/ton, and d ispatched by naval vessel. Arr ival postmark and rati ng applied at Val p araiso. (Paul C.
Rohloff co llection).

The covers show that this type of rating mark was used at Valparaiso. On
the examples seen by me the rating mark and the town mark are struck in
similar red ink. The probable meaning of the rating mark is a ship postage cha rge
to which is added an inland postage charge giving a total to be collected. Robson
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Lowe states that the rating marks altered from 1~ + 3 in 1842 to 1 + 3 in
1843 and to 1~ + 2 in the remainder of the period covered by the Rider collec­
tion. There were two exceptions to this chronology. One was a 1846 cover from
Panama to Santiago with the rating mark in manuscript of 1~ + 2. The arrival
post mark was a straightline Ultramar and Valparaiso. The other cover was 1846
from La Guayra, Venezuela to Santiago. The rating mark in manuscript was also
1~ + 2. The arrival mark was the same as for the previous cover. Th is one had
also been prepaid 2/ - at the British post office in La Guayra and had then
travelled by British packet via Jamaica and Grenada to Panama. At this point it
becomes instructive to slot into the chronology the Rohloff cover which has an
approximate date of 1849/50 and was travelling from Philadelphia to Santiago
via Panama. The rating mark was 1~ + 2. The following provisiona l conclusions
can be drawn from these covers.

1. In the late 1840s local Chilean sea mail was rated 1 + 2 at Valparaiso.
2. All of the local covers had in addition to the Valparaiso town strike an

additional strike of Cabotaje meaning "coastal trade." The addition of
this strike no doubt explains the one real rate.

3. Mail from Overseas carried by ship to Valparaiso or at least carried by
P. S. N. C. ships from Panama was rated 1~ + 2 at Valparaiso.

4. In addition to the Valparaiso town mark the Ultramar strike was added
to the covers meaning "overseas." This presumably explains the 1~ real
rate.

I would suggest that the straight line mark alongside the rating mark on the
Rohloff cover is either Ultramar or Valparaiso. or maybe both with one slightly
imposed on the other.

(

Fi9.u.. 2. "'I. 1150 co..., . orilln.,ed of C.pl.po, Chile, .ddr...ecI to Sent l.go. At V.lp....11O the errl...1 end
r,Iong st. mps w ere struck I~ red. "'e dupl. x " I" ,t lower left WIS , pplied on board the P. S. N. C. steimer.
These numbe.. .w ere supphed to the stelmlrl, but their Identlfleltion w ith individul l Ihips II not known.
(Author's coll ect,on).

Of the three covers mentioned above which have the 1!:1 + 2 Valparaiso
rating marks and went via Panama to Santiago, two of them originated further
afield-one from Venezuela when it was prepaid 2/- at the British post office,
and one fro~ USA where it was prepaid 5 cents to Washington and was pre­
sumably earned by naval vessel from there to Chagres for Panama. The evi­
dence of these covers suggests that mail for the West Coast of South America '
was not prepaid beyond Panama. At that point the P. S. N. C. took over.

The analysis in this article has been based solely on cover material, and
there has been no research involving the origina l commercial treaties. However
it is at this point that research will have to be made to complete the story be~
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cause the rating marks cannot be fully understood until a clear picture is ob­
tained of the term s on which the P. S. N. C. carried mail down the West Coast
of South America. If I am right in thinking that mail was not prepaid at this
time beyond Panama, then the carrier , i.e. P. S. N. C. becomes the key figure in
the picture. It is known that the Chilean government gave to P. S. N. C. in
1835 a ten year exclusive steam navigation rig ht in Chilean ports and rivers,
with such exceptions as might be granted the Chil ean owned ships. I believe
that similar concessions were negotiated with the Peruvian and Equadorian
governments. Such concessions may have carried with them conditions with re­
gard to carriage of the mails. It is also known that in 1845 a mail contract was
concluded between P. S. N. C. and the British government which called for a
regular service between Panama and Valp araiso. As mentioned above , I think
that the next stage is to obtain documentary evidence, but the evide nce of cover
material from Great Britain in the late 1840s to Sant iago would illustrate any
differences in the way in which P. S. N. C. (a British compa ny with a British
government mail contract) handled mail for the Wes t Coast of South America
according to its point of origin.
Edi tor's /Iote: In a letter 1\Ir. Wooll am has furn ished additional intr igu in g det a ils abo u t th e
Pacifi c Steam Nav iga tio n Compa ny:

It may interest the readers of the Chronicle for you to mention .. . the fol­
lowing facts about the P. S. N. C. It was founded by an American , Will iam
Wheelwright, wh o had settled in Chile. It wa s financed by Brit ish capital and
was a British company. Wheelwright's cousin was the Bacon of Perkin s Bacon
Co., the famous British stamp printers. Th is was why the P. . S. C. stamps and
the first issue of Chile were both printed by Perkins Bacon & Co.
TO ARGENTINA BY AMERICAN AND FRENCH PACKETS
GEORGE E. HARGEST

On 28 May 1864 Congress passed an act providing for th e estab lishment
of a line of American packets to ply between a po rt north of the Potomac river
and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, touching at St. Thomas, Bahia (now Salvador, Brazil),
Pern ambuco, and such other Brazilian ports deemed expedient. This appears
to have been unil ateral action on the part of Congress and was contingent upon
the government of the empire of Brazil being willing to divide the expense
between the two governm ents. Th e expense to the United States was not to
exceed one hundred, fifty thousand dollars for twelve round trips per annum.'

Th e government of the empire of Brazil evide ntly accepted responsibility
for its portion of the expense, and the line began operation about December
1865. Th e annua l report of the Postmaster General for 1866 discloses that
negoti ations had been opened with the post department of Bra zil for the fram­
ing of a postal convention to supply rates of postage for mail conveyed by
the Brazilian line. Unfortunately, this convention took nearly five years to
negotiate and was not signed until 14 March 1870. In the meantime, a lOc rate
per half ounce prevailed . This rate was for mail to countries with which the
United States had no postal conventi on, and paid the rate only to the frontier
of the country of destinat ion. It had to be pr ep aid in the U. S. on letters
sent, and collected in the U. S. on letters received. Brazil collecte d its own
postage on all letters sent or received . Thi s report of the Postmaster General
also discloses that the line ran from New York to Rio de Janeiro, via St. Thomas,
Para, Pernambuco, and Bahia, and that the contract was with the Brazil Mail
Steamship Company.

Th e report of the Postmaster General for 1867 gives one of the points of
disagreement between Brazil and the United States:

The United Stat es mail steamship service between New York and Rio de
J aneiro. Bra zil. has been performed without interruption and wit h reasonable
regu la rit y. con sidering the great length of the ro ute and delays encountered at
some or th e int ermediate ports. par ticularly the port of Para . a t the mou th of the
Ama zon , the en trance of whi ch is di fficu lt and dan gerou s. Para was not originally
em hraced in th is rou te , but was made an additional port of ca ll to accom mo date
th e governme nt of Brazil. which insi sted . in its acceptance of th e proposals of th e
contractors, that the stea mer should touch a t that port both on th e ou tward and
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homeward t r ips, thereby prolonging voyages to and from Rio de J aneir o about two
da ys, as well as increasing the expense of the service to the United States 30,000
per annum. As th e ti me occupied in calling at Para wou ld be of great va lue to
the resp ective governmen ts in ex pedi ting the transmi ssion of th e mails between
the terminal ports, a nd secu ring important connection s at St. Thom as with the
in te r -colo n ia l mail packet s, it is my purpose to urge th e Br azilian government to
assent to such modificat ion of the service as will relieve th e through steame rs from
ca lli ng at that port.

The Postmas ter General was not successful in his attempt to eliminate Para
as a port of call. The U. S.-Brazilian convention of 14 March 1870, still inclu ded
Para as a port at which the American packets wou ld touch."

The route of this line evidently ran southerly from New York, through
the Bahamas and through the Windward passage, thence easterl y to St. Thomas.
From St. Thomas, southeasterly, and skirting the coast of South America to
Para (now Belem), Pernambuco (now Recife), Bahia (Salvador), and thence to
Rio de Janeiro.

Th e cover illustr ated as Figure 1 was sent to me on approval. I immediately
observed that there was a stamp or stamps missing from the cover to the left
of the 3c stamp. I had , however, never seen the French postmark showing
"PAQ. FR. K No.1" previously, and what was obviously a credit of 22~ cents
intrigued me. I could not explain the cover and, although the price was steep
for a cover wh ich was clipped about ~ inch at left and with missing stamps,
I decided to buy it and try to learn what its markings meant.

'I
/ -.I

II

7::' •

Figure 1
Thi, covor w~s .posted in a Maine town (name illegible), propaid with et I••st 43c In po,tlg. stlmp, (th.rl
Ire , t l mp, mlssmg to tho left of the 3c stlmp). It wa s sont to New York which marked it with I credit of
22 1fJ.c to France . It was con veyed by Amer ican packe t to Rio de Janei ro, where the French consul applied the
octagonal French m.arlcing and forwarded it by Fre nch packet '0 Buenos Ay res . The crayon "5" is in green and
re presents a collection of Argent ine postage. Someone other than a po stal official wrote " Due 18" ii' upper left ,
probably to conceal the loss of th e stamps.

The sta rti ng point appeared to be with the French postmark. Where did
ligne "K" run? I inquired of Mr. Robert G, Stone, editor of the France and
Colonies Philatelist , His reply was succinct and explicit.

According to Salle s,a Tome HI , pp. 34·36. this line ra n between Marseilles
and Buenos Ayr es and Montevideo, via Rio de Janeiro, from J une 1866 to abou t
O.ctober 18.69. Aft er Salles published hi s tomes an Am erican correspondent sen t
hun a traCl~g of a postmark of that line reading "Et.vUnls" at top. which might
see m confusing, hut Salles exp lains it as a mark used at Rio on mail arriving
there from the U. S. (via U. S. mail packets) and sorted (by the Fr ench consul)
th er e to go on to B~le~os Ayr es or Montevideo. ~he m~r~ is dated 22 August
1869 a nd SalI es says It IS ex treme ly rare. H e published It 111 a note in Feuilles
Marcophiles several years ago.
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Mr. Stone included a xerox of a postmark from this work, which is the same
as the one appearing on this cover, except it is dated 22 August 1869, instead
of 22 May 1868.

The August 1867 issue of the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant in its
Table of Postages to Foreign Countries shows a rate of 18c per ~ ounce, and
a rate of 25c per ~ ounce to Argentina, Buenos Ayres , Paraguay, Montevideo,
and Urugua y. This rate I had often noted, but had not been able to explain.
I knew the U. S. postage was 10c per ~ ounce, th e foreign postage per ~ ounce
was 8c, but why was the half ounce rate 25c, instead of 26c? I went to the
Augu st 1867 issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant and on page 2
found the following:

TO THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC, URUGUAY , AND PARAGUAY, BY THE DIRECT
LINES OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH PACKETS VIA RIO DE JANEIRO, (Brazil) .

\\'e a re reques ted to Mate th at an arra ngeme n t has been concluded with the
Fren ch Post Department for the regu lar transmission of correspondence between
th e Un ited States and the Argentine Republic, Uruguay, and Paragu ay, by means
of th e American lin e of mail packets plying between New York and Rio de
Janeiro, and the Fr ench line of mail pa ckets between Ri o de Janeiro an d Buen os
Ayres, via Montevideo. .

T he correspondence conveyed in ei ther direction between th e United Sta tes
and the countries of the La Pla ta, above named, will be subject to the foll owing
rat es of postage (United States and French) viz:

For lett ers, weighing J.: oz., or under 18c
over YI oz., and not exceeding VI! oz. 25c
over Y2 oz., and no t exceeding % oz. 43c
ove r % oz., and not exceeding I oz. 50e

and so on for greater weights, adding 7Y2c for each ad ditiona l YI oz., an d 10e for
each additional Y2 oz., or fraction th ereof. For printed matter . . . (omitt ed) . . .

The ab ove rat es cover the United States and French charges on ly, to or fro m
port of debarkation or embarka tion in countries of the La Plata.

Prepayment is requi red on both letters and printed matter sent from the
United Stat es. New York is the United Sta tes office of exc ha nge for mails transmitted
under this arrangement.

Postmasters will levy and collect postage accordingly.

Thus, the rates are explained. The French or forei gn postage was 7~c per
J.: ounce. Th e lowest rate should have been 17~c, but since the middle of 1860,
prepayment was required to be made by postage stamps. The Uni ted Stat es
had no half-cent stamps , and, therefore, 18c had to be charged . Undoubtedly,
the New York office credited a single rate letter with 7~c. This 18c per ~ ounce
rate should not be confused with the 18c per half ounce rate cha rged on mail
forwarded in the West Indies, where the Briti sh rate was 4d ., and the U. S.
credit was 8c.

Referr ing again to Figure 1. Th is cover was posted in a town in the state
of Maine, the town name is illegible. It was un doub tedly prepaid with at least
43c. If it had not been, the New York office would have sent it to the dead
letter office where it would have been opened and returned to sender. There
is no marking on the back of the cover or any marking th at indicates that it
was sent to the dead letter office. The credit of 22~c on the face, which is
in red, indicates a triple rate letter (3 x 7~c) , an d indicat es, according to the
table presented above, a letter weighing over ~ ounce (15 gra ms), and not
over ~ ounce (22~ grams ), which would require a 42~c rate, which had to be
rounded to 43c. Someone who had nothing to do with the Post Office Depart­
ment wrote, "Due 18" on this lett er , probably to cover the loss of the stamps.
Since the United States, at this time, had no postal convention with ' eithe r
Argentina or Brazil, it would have been imp ossibl e for the United States to
have collected postage from either country. The crayon "5" on the cover, which
is in green, represents the Argen tine postage, which it collecte d on delivery.

Thi s is the only cover showing a credit of a fraction of a cent .seen by me.
Does anyone have a cover showing a credit of 7~c?

Footnotes
t 13 U.S. Statu tes-at-Large 93-94.
2 16 U.S. Statutes-at-Laree 1109-11II.
a Sall es. Raymond , La Paste Ma ritime Francoise H istorique et Catalogu e.
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PART PAID BY BREMEN MAIL

JOSEPH F. RORKE, M. D.

In the Chronicle for May 1973 (No. 78) Charles J. Starnes describe d an 1865
cover from Elizabeth, Ill ., to Regensberg, Switzerland, which illustr ated that
mail carried un der the Bremen Mail Postal Convention could, on occasion ,
receive recognition for parti al prepayment.

The author would like to present from his personal collec tion a cover­
shown herewith- whi ch shows similar recognition for partial prep ayment to
Switzerland by Brem en Mail.

/

The cover transit was as follows: Reistertown, Md. 15 May 1867- New York
City 16 May- Bremen-Frankfurt 2 June-Morges, Swit zerland 4 June 1867.
As was the Starnes cover , this cover , too, was franked with only 15c postage
(the ra te to countr ies of the German-Austrian Postal Union), and was treated
at New York as paid (red credit N. YORK BRE N!. PKT. 12 PAID ) and had
the blu e AME RICA / VBE R BRE ME N/FRANCO applied at Bremen. Th ere
is a double strike of th e rare black boxed Franco Schweiz. Grenze-Paid (to)
Switzerland Frontier . Since the rate by Bremen Mail to Switzerland was 19c,
partial payment was recognized. The manuscript red crayon 15 represents the
15 centimes postage due collected by Switzerland from the recipien t of the
letter.

On the Starnes cover the nota tion indicating payment only to the Swiss
frontier was in manuscript. The pr esence of a handstamped marking on thi s
cover two years later suggests that the volume of such part paid mail must
have been considerable.
TRANSATLANTIC RATE PAID BY STAMP AND CASH
The interesting cover shown , which was offered at a recent auc tion sale

by Al Zimm erm an , wa s reported by Calvet M. Hahn. It origina ted at WEST
HAVERFORD Pa./JUL 21 (1856), addressed to Manchester , England. It was
handled throu gh the Phil adelphia exchange office where it was postmarked
PHIL.A B.R PK.T/19/JUL 22 in red . The Af r ica carried it to Liverpool, where it
received the arriva l marking AMERICA/LIVERPOOL / PAID/3 AU/56 in red.
It was backstamped at Manchester 011 the same date.

Th e unusual aspect of the cover is that it was fully pr ep aid , although it
bore only a 3c stam p. Th e balance of the postage was paid in cash, as noted
(in a handwriti ng different from that of the address) to the right of the stamp:
"Paid 21 ct in money ."
242 The Chronicle / November 1973/ Vol. 25. No. 4



~ ~ · !fi~ (p~AA.;'\l 'It

N '"
~ ~

Ii <: »:

(C"
/ :,; e-- i e 4/

I ,.;',; .< , J / ; .. I'.: 't

Probably the sender brought the letter to the post office with the 3c stamp
already affixed, and was inform ed that additional postage was required . Th e
difference was then made up in cash. Otherwise the letter would have been
forwarded unpaid, with the stamp disregarded. W hoever expected to pay the
transatlantic rat e with only a 3c stamp was indeed an optimist. This set of
circumstances resulted in a distinctive cover because the combination of stamp
plus cash to pr epay the 24c transatl anti c ra te was an uncommo n occurrence.
EXCHANGE MARKINGS ON MAIL TO B. N. A.

)

An unusual style of arch type exchange marking appears on the cover
illustrated. The elaborate foliate design measures 31 x 21mm and is struck in
bright orange red . Th e prepaid letter was mailed at Kenosha, Wis. on June 18,
1851, and was exchanged through Queenston , U. C., on June 20. It was back­
stamped at Hamilton, Guelph, and Fergus .

This marking seems to have had brief and limited use-so far I record
only three examples, dat ed in April, Jun e, and July 1851. The first of these

(Continued on page 252)
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE MEN WHO DIRECTED THE CARRIERS

©Copyright 1973 CALVEY M. HAHN

Mu ch misinformat ion ha s been published on the New York post office by postal historians.
In one case, at least, I have helped perpetuat e th e misstatement that Elias Nixon was New
York postmaster in 1776, ha ving relied on ot he r specialists . This error in m y Postal H isto ry Notes
shou ld be corrected. Mr. Nixo n was port master , not post ma ster and th e original sou rce
probably misread hi s no tes. Similarly it has been stated that William Bedl ow becam e New
York postmaster a t 23 Sm ith St. immediately follo win g the Revolution . New York City
Direct ories do not support th is.

To ex p la in it is necessary to look firs t at the national Postmaster Generalship. Eb enezer
Ha zard was named Postmaster General and New York postmaster in 1776. I have not been
able to trace a successor in Ne w York city until 1789. The first Frank's City Directory, published
in mid -1786, lists Mr. Hazard as postm aster a t 55 Broadway. He is reported at 29 Broadway
in th e 1787 Frank's City Directory and con tinues at that address even following his di smissal
as Postmaster Gen er al on September 26, 1789, as th e 1790 directory attests, with it s listing
of E. N . H azard , 29 Broadway.

On e of Hazard's su perio rs at th e Treasury Department, wh ich was where the postal
serv ices wer e assigned , was Samue l Osgood . He lived at 6 Chehy street in 1789. The 1790
directory lists him as Post Master Gener al at 4 Cher ry st., and he th en is listed in th e 1791
direct ory as Sam uel Osgood at 3 Cherry st. When Alexa nde r Hamilton had been named
Treasu ry Secretary on Sep tember 10, 1789, Osgood 's posit ion on the T reasury Board was
abo lished . As Mr. Hazard was in di sagre ement with the Adm inistr ation on severa l points,
his p ost was turned over to Osgood two da ys before Congress adjourned and Osgood became
Postmaster Ge nera l on Sep te mber- 27, 1789. He cont inued as long as the post office was in
New York -at least th rou gh th e ad journ me n t of Con gress on August 12, 1790. With the
new Congress in Philadelphia on December 6, 1790, Osgood was replaced as Postmaste r
Gen eral , re ma ining in Ne w York. The usually reliable Alvin Harlow in Old Post Bogs notes
that "During Osgood 's admi n istr a tio n he had for office a room connected with that of th e
cit y po st office in New York ." This would certainly not be at Hazard's address at 29 Broad­
way, for it is unlikely tha t Mr. H azard would give house room to the man who replaced
him as Postmaster Ge ne ral under th e circumst ances.

Kon wiser , Scheele, and others ha ve long repor ted that the first New York postmaster
following the Bri tish eva cuation of th e city was William Bedim.., followed in 1786 by Seba stian
Baumann. The Frank City Directo ry does not bea r this ou t. My copies do not show Mr . Bedlow
listed at all , in either th e 1786 or 1787 issue s and there was none in 1788. He is reported,
however , in the 1789 di rectory , published July 4, 1789, as postmaster at 8 'Vall street , (between
Water an d Front near th e Eas t River) . T he 1790 Hodge Allen City Directory lists him at 170
Queen (Que en is the present Pearl street north of Hanover Square) . Thus he apparently
became ci ty postmaster some time af ter mid-1787, taking over from Hazard, and it would be
at Bedl ow 's 8 WaH st reet address tha t Postmaster General Osgood had hi s connecting room.
Certainly Osgood did not op erate the post office from his Cherry street address as Ch erry
stree t was in th e su burbs of the per iod , being north of Fulton. William Bedlow is list ed in
subsequent directories as living: in 1791 at 15 Che rry, in 1792 at 41 Cherry , in 1794 at the
shipyard s, and in 1795 a t the corner of Ch er ry and Cha rlotte at the shipyards. Shortly there­
after he d isappears fro m th e listings.

The ea rly city directories record Sebastian D. Baumann as a grocer at 62 Broadway
(corn er of Crown, later renamed Liberty) . He is fir st listed as postmaster in the 1790 H odge
Alle n Directory a t 62 Bro ad way-his home and groce ry store- having taken office October 5,
1789. T he 1791 directory lists him at 51 Wall , wh ile the 1792 and 1793 directories note the
address a t the corner of ' Vall and Smith. He is listed as Col. Sebastian Baumann, postmaster,
30 Wall street in 1794 and on ward until 1799. In 1799 he is list ed , as is th e post office , at
29 'Villiam (W ill iam and Exchange) . Mr . Baumann's resid ence continues to be listed at
29 William th rough th e d irectory of 1803; he is not listed in the 1804 directory and presumably
died in 1803 while in office. Beginning in 1801 th e Longworth Cit y Directory lists the post
office at Garden (now Exchange) and William.

Harlow 's Old Post Bags reports th at Jo siah Ten eych followed Baumann as postmaster
in 1803-4. No such man is listed in the 1803 directory, however in 1804 a Josiah Ten eych is
listed as an accountant a t 36 Bro ad in th e Longwo rth Directory; the Langdon Dir ectory says
36 Broadway. Ten eych ma y well have filled ou t Baumann's term until the election resulted
in th e March installment of General Theod orus Bailey in 1804.

The office in 1804 was one 12x15 foot room with the postmaster residing in the remainder
of th e hou se. Bailey re ins ta ted the 144 patron's locked boxes that had been removed by his
predecessor. The post office remained at 29 William until 1825 except for a short period in
1822 when , during the yellow fever epide m ic, it was temporarily rem oved to Bank and 4th
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street in Greenwich Village which was immune from ·the disease. In 1825 the post office
was moved to the two-story Academy on Garden where General Bailey presided over six
clerks in addition to the carrier service. He moved his home to 12 Park Place at the time.
There were some 900 call boxes , and carriers delivered as far north as Canal and Catherine.

The general died in 1828 leaving his widow, Martha, and young John R. Bailey who
was named assistant postmaster in the 1829 directory; John Bailey lived at 107 Greenwich.
Samuel L. Gouvernor, an attorney at 40 Wall whose home was at 63 Prince, at the corner
of Orange, took over as Postmaster. He continued, without the assistance of John Bailey,
until 1836. He moved from 63 Prince to 155 Bleeker sometime prior to the directory of 1832,
while the next directory (1833) saw him at 704 Broadway where he stayed until returning
to 88.Prince in 1835, and stayed there into 1836 although he was no longer listed as postmaster
in th at directory. He was at 216 9th Street in Greenwich Village in 1837.

The Garden street office proved inadequate and following the destruction of the old
Exchange at Wall and Garden on April 28, 1826, the post office moved to the New Mer­
chant's Exchange fronting on Garden according to the Longworth Directory published on
June 12, 1826. T he 1832 directo ry not es that it was in the basement and could be entered
either from Exchange Place or from Wall street which was behind. Some 3,000 boxes were
used .and in 1834 a sepa ra te window for femal es and one for general delivery were included
in the arrangements. Harry Konwiser in his New York city post office article in the Collectors
Club Philatelist cites William's New York Register of 1834 for information about the four
major divisions of the post office : Cit)' Delivery, with a superintendent and six clerks to handle
general deliv ery, the boxes, and Packet mail; Forwarding, with six clerks and a chief who
stamped and distributed all mail for other post offices: Newspaper, with five clerks and a
superintende n t to distribute the papers: and Letter Carriers, with a superintendent and 15
car riers who delivered letters and papers to all persons whose residences were known (excep t
for box delivery) with twice daily deliv eries in summer. The Register adds:

boxes are placed by the Carriers in the upper part of the city, where they receive
letters and deliver them every day (except Sunday) at One o'clock . to the Post Office,
in time for the afternoon malls, for which th ey charge two cents each.

The great fire of Decemb er 16, 1835, destroyed the post office at Merchant's Exchange and
the post was temporar ily put at Pin e and Nassau before being transferred north to Chambers
and Cross where it was listed in the 1836 and 1837 Longworth Directories. In 1838 it was
in th e Rotunda, an art gallery and stud io in City Hall Park, with a branch at the Nor thwest
corn er of William and Exchange which was established in 1837. On November 17, 1841. the
Branch Post Office was moved to the just opened, rebuilt Merchant's Exchange.

Succeed ing Mr. Gouvernor in 1836 was James R . Page who was listed at 308 Houston.
corner of Elridge in 1835, 1836, and 1837. He, in turn, was succeeded by Jonathan J . Coddington
in 1837 who was listed as a merchant at 109 Beekman with his home at 56 White in 1837,
and as postmaster living at 12 Bond in 1838 through 1840.

T he next postmaster , John L. Graham, took offi ce in 1841. He was a lawyer at 49 Wall
and had his home at St. Mark s Place and Second Avenue or 191 8th, corner of 2nd in 1840,
and at 21 Washin gton Squa re in 1841. It was during hi s term that private post competition to
the New York carr ier system developed. He was succeeded in turn by Robert H . Morris .who
worked in the City Recorder's Office at 128 Nassau and 4 City Hall in 1838 with h is home
at Kips Bay, prior to becoming Mayor in 1841-4.

Coddi ngto n had expanded the Ro tunda office by a two-story addition, but this became
inadequate by 1844. T hus when th e Middle Dutch Church in Nassau street was offered for
lease in 1844, th e post office took it at an annual rent of $5,000. There some 3,228 boxes were
offered and th ere were 15 windows for general delivery . Both newspapers and women had
their own windows. T his office, purchased finally for $200,000. lasted through th e stampless
period.
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid $10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
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LmER CARRIER SERVICE IN NEW YORK
©Copyright 1973 CALVET M. HAH N

Delivery of letters arriving in the post office is one of th e oldest postal services in
America. In the early da ys, th e carriers were called Penny Posts; how ever , a di stinction needs
to be made between those reporting to th e Post Office and those who were independent
bu sine ssmen . The concern here is solely with the official carrier service .

Home deli verv was authorized by the very first postal law: see my The First American
Post Law which quotes the enactment under which Richard Fairbanks of Boston was authorized
as a "vo lu n tary post " to deliver lett er s. To date, I have found no specification of delivery
servi ce othe r than this prior to 1675. The Nea le Paten t laws of 1692, however, do contain a
specific delivery clause. The New York version clearly grants a monopoly over the right to ,

carry, re-carry or deliver Letters for h ire, other than as before excepted . . .
with a stiff one hundred pound penalty for each violation. The Massachusetts enactment is
even more specific:

If any letters or pacquets shall lie or remain uncalled for , by th e space of 48 hours, the
Postmaster then sending them forth to the respective houses of the persons to whom
they are directed sha ll receive one penny more for each letter or pacquet . . .

Foll owing the tak e-over of the post office by the British cro wn in 1711, under the Act of
9 Anne, we find the Penny Post delivery is continued . The Ne w York Post Boy of July 3D, 1753,
quotes the post office regu lations as follow s:

All Letters for Persons living In the Town that remain uncall 'd for on Post Nights will,
on Monday Morning, be sent out by a Penny Post provided for that Purpose . . .

This is not a voluntary deli very but a requirement as the no tice clearly reads . The non-voluntary
Penny Post in Quebec in 1764, where addressees had three hours to pick up mail (eigh t hours
in 1767) , ha s been cited in my Colonial Great N orth Post.

The tradi tion of lett er de livery for a fee from the post office carried over into the
Goddard provisional serv ices. As I repor ted in the Provisional Posts of the U. S., John Holt
acting as the Goddard p rov isional office in New York City gave the follo win g notice:

Notice Is hereby given to the owners of th ose papers that they may be had on sending
for, or on a reasonable allowance to the Penny Post, they w ill be carried and delivered
by him.

T his relates to newsp aper s, of course, but the existen ce of a Penny Pos t is established and it
is most likely that the connec tio n with the post office is official. From about mid-summer
of 1776 until Decem ber 1783, it is very unlikely that a letter delivery serv ice for New York
existed . The post office was per ipa tet ic, and Bri tish occupa tion did not cease un til lat e in 1783.
I have th us far not found a record of serv ice, however , during the Confederation period or in
the post-Godd ard peri od ; however , the existence of such a serv ice is likely, as it is referred to
in the Postmaste r Ge neral's annual repor t of November 28, 1789 (reprinted in full in my
Postal History Notes 10 in W estern ) .

I-
1. NOT TO BE TURNED OVER TO THE CARRIER SERVICE. This I.tter from Ballsto n, N. Y. of August 2, 1791,
was carrie d to Albany by the cont ract mail rider Nathanie l Sherman wh.re it receive d a black 25x3mm hand.
stl mp ALBANY:2 for the tw o pennyweight rate to New York. It is speci fica lly note d by the wr iter " to be lef t
in the Post off ice" 10 that if Mr. Low does not pick up in I day or so, it w ill NOT b. tu rned ove r to Mr. Hugh
Duncan the 'etter carrier for de livery.

CARRIERS UN DER THE CONSTITUTION
The first New York city directory is Frank's New York Directory of 1786. It reports no lett er

carriers, nor does the 1787 ed it ion . T he re was no directory issued in 1788; however, the one
issued July 4, 1789, does list a New York city letter carrier,

Hugh Duncan , letter carri er , 5 Little Queen
Mr . Duncan lives jus t do wn the stre et from Aaron Burr, who was at 10 Little Queen. Checking
back through the earlie r directories does not reveal any listing for Mr. Duncan in any capacity.
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Sub sequen t di recto ries sho w Mr. Duncan is th e sa le ca rr ier until th e 1794 Duncan Directo ry,
published at mid-year as were all the directorie s. This directory notes the re na mi ng of Little
Queen to Cedar str eet. It also list s a second carrier.

Hugh Duncan. letter carri er , 26 Cedar
James West, letter carrier . 32 Broadway

T his is apparently th e same j ames West who was a shopkeeper on Broadway in the 1790 and
1791 d irectory arid was reported as a shopkeeper at II I Broadway in 1792 and 1793.

In th e Postm aster Genera l's lett erbook under the dat e of December 3. 1789, we find a
complaint fro m john Kean, a memb er of th e Boa rd of Comm issioners for Sett ling the Accou nts
Between the Stat es and the U. S. Mr . Kean sta tes:

The Penny Post has demanded of him Postage for his Letters.
Postmaster Gen eral Osgood tells the New York postm aster that the act of Oc tober 10, 1778,
makes mail to and from the Commissioners free . He adds-

This method I have here tofore mentioned to you verbally, as being prop er to pursue
with respect to Members of Congress now In this City.

T hus, th e effect was tha t carr ier serv ice was to be free to such men and the Penny Post did
no t have th e right to collect po stage . It was u p to the ci ty postmaster to make the necessary
arrangements for com pensation , bu t the addressee who had the fra nki ng privilege cou ld no t
be charged.

It was in 1794 th a t the firs t Un ited States regulation of the carrier service was promu lga ted.
The Act of May 8, 1794, Section 28, effective j u ne I , reads:

And be it further enacted that letter carriers shall be emp loyed at such Post Off ices,
as the Postmaster General shall direct, for the delivery of letters in the places respectively
where such Post Offices are estab lished; and for the delivery of each such letter, the
letter carrier may receive of the person to whom the delivery Is mad e two cents :
PROVIDED, that no letter shall be deliver ed to such lett er carrier for distr ibution ,
addressed to any person who shall have lodged at the Post Office a written request
that their letters shall be retained In the office.

Mr. Du ncan continued as a letter carr ier with his add ress now at 26 Cedar unt il the
direc tory of 1805. T he [on es City Directory of th at year reported hi s add ress at 46 Warren.
He was not re ported in th e detailed listings of 1808; however , th e 1809 directory shows him a t
48 Wa rr en wh ere he cont inues through the Longworth Directory published july 7, 1810. T his
di rectory , for th e firs t tim e. doe s not list him as a letter carrier and there is no su bsequ en t
letter carrier list in g for him. T he 1811 directory reports hi m at th e Ferry, ncar Slip. Apparently
he retired sometime prior to mid- 1810. T he 1811 listing is the last for Mr. Du ncan.

2. EARLY NEW. YORK CARRIER DELIVERY. Thi, 1805 letter WI' written It Mount Ple..ont ",Ix mil.. from town"
on hJuly 29th [IIC] by a girl friend who "will gel Jesh, or Sam to put it under cover to Doctor Turk II it moy
per aps r.•ach your hands much sooner." Doclor Turk took it 10 Ih. post off ice where 0 red 27mm NEW.YORK/
JUL/14 . Circle (NYC Type IA ) WI' appl ied and a Ic fee noled in red . It WII then lurned over 10 the Clrrier
for d.rovery, presumlbly beCluse it had nol been picked up in 24 hours. The carrier added the oddreu "Green.
wich St. 1.32" as on oid. memoir. for hi, roule . At this dll. only Mr. DunCln, Mr. Wesl or Mr. B.It, could hive
dellv.red .,.

. james West , the secon~ carrier in 1794, continues at the 32 Broad way address until th e
directo ry of 1799 when he IS a t 5 Church. By the time th e 1806 d irectory was issued he had
1lI0v;d to 4 Church , but was back at 5 Church in 1809 and in 1810 was reported as a letter
c~rner ~t 36 Ch urch. ~his.may have been a misprin t, for in th e 18Il . 1812. 1813. and 1814
d! r~ctones t.he address IS given !is 26 Ch urch . In the 1813 L ongworth Directory, West is in­
d1V1dl1~ l1y liste d ~s a lett~r caITIe~, but in the post office li st in g he is not so included . That
h~ reti red , or qur t early 111 1813 I~ the logical assumption. T he issue of july 6. 1815 carries
him as a cart ma n at 131 Hester while he does not appear in the 1816 or subsequen t di rectories•
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until a listing of 1818 which may refer to his son . .Then a James West is repor ted as a
labore r at 476 Greenwich, a listing that cont inues un til 1820 and then shifts in th e 1821
directory to a grocer at 476 Greenwich .

A third carrier joined Duncan and West in 1801. This was Charles Bet ts. On JU~y 1. 1801. he
was listed as a letter carrier at 3 Cor tland t. He firs t shows up in th e 1799 directory as a
currier-above industry furnace and in the 1800 di rectory he was a porter at Rickett 's Circu s.

Cha rles Betts continued as a letter carrier through mid-1806. He was. ho wever , a foot ­
loose man for his address constantly changed . In 1802 it .was at 106 Beekman; in 1803. he
was listed onl y at the post offi ce; in 1804 the Lon gwor th Directory list s h im as a letter car rier
at th e post offic e with his horne at 32 Cedar; however. Lan gdon reports 31 Cedar-both just
down th e block from Hugh Duncan: The Jones Directory of 1805 lists Betts as a house porter
and letter carrier at Park . Broadway. while in 1806 he is recorded only at the post office. Fol ­
lowing hi s posta l career Mr. Bet ts tried to become a /Vocer according to the 1807 directory
wh ich so lists him at 42 First street . He ap parently failed as the 1808 directory lists him at
the same address wit hout profession . Beginning in 1809 he is no longer recorded .

T he 1805 City Dir ectory was the last to list ju st three carriers. It report ed, as follows
accordi ng to Abe Schoenfeld 's Stamps arti cle of 11/8 /1941 :

Letters arriving at the Post Office In the malls or by water are Immedi ate ly forwarded
to their address by the carriers, for which service they receive two cents on each letter
In addition to the regular postage. Theodorus Bailey, Deputy Postmaster General. Letter
ca rriers, Charles Be tts, Hugh Duncan. James West.

T wo new carriers Archibald Davie and William Orr were added in 1806 bringing the total
10 five carriers.

3. CARRIER SERVICE INDICATED BY STREET ADDRESS. Wrltl.n by • bUlin... firm loul.d .t 145 Broldw.y
Ihll lBll I."er r.celv.d a red 27mm clrcl. NEW·YORK/19/0CT (NYC Typ. 2) and I Ie drop I.".r r.te b'ClUI~
II WII pul In Ih. pall offic •. Add .....d to "3 B.ach Itre.t." • locotion by th., Hudlon River 10m. 2 mll.1 from
th. pall offic., it urg.d a quick d.cllion on a bUlin... deal, Th. d.tall.d It...t add ..11 .nd th. dlll.nc. from
the. POlt offic. of Ih. location combin. wllh Ih. lim. urg.ncy of th. I.".. 10 a..ur. UI thll Ihil was Clrrler
dehv.r.d. Five c.rrl.... M...rs , Orr, Forr•• '.r, Davi• • Lynch and W.II operlt.d al Ihil lime. Th. Mosl likely min
10 have d.livered Ihil wal Mr. Orr who liv.d not 100 far aWly.

(T o be con tinued)
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specia lize in covers of the world. We have a compre hensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock ' Trans-Atlantic. Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri­
torials and Westerns. and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Bo.ton, M.... 02108
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 79

. The August problem cover (Figure 1) illustrates the 3d charge for ferriage
from the U. S. exchange office at Cape Vincent, N. Y., to Kingston, Canada.
No additional internal Canadian postage by distance was charged.

Comments on the cover were received from Calvet M. Hahn and Pitt
Petri. Mr. Petri is the author on "The 'Ferriage Rates' of Upper Canada," which
appeared in the Twenty-Seventh Congress Book (1961).

The entire border between the United States and the province of Upper
Canada was demarcated by water in the form of rivers and lakes. The usual
method of crossing was by boat or ferry, since bridge construction over major
waterways was not generally undertaken until after 1850.

Figure 1

The custom of adding a small charge to the postage of letters transmitted
between border offices to defray the expenses of ferry transport was begun
informally at individual offices in the early 1820's. Canadian De~uty Postmaster
General Thomas A. Stayner recognized and sanctioned the collection of ferry
postage by an order effective lan. 12, 1829. Various offices were authorized
to exchange letters and collect erriage (for details see Mr. Petri's article). The
charge was 2d except at Kingston where 3d was authorized. Transit from
Kingston to Cape Vincent involved a ferry from Kingston to Wolfe Island,
travel across the island to the south shore , and then another ferry to Cape
Vincent, so that distance and cost were both higher than at other exchange
points.

During this period the 3d ferriage charge was added to the postage of all
letters exchanged through the Kingston-Cape Vincent offices, regardless of
their origin or destination. The application of this charge is illustrated by the
covers in Figures 2 and 3. The transatlantic letter (Figure 2), which was routed
via the United States, originated at Bath; U. C., on Oct . 24, 1832, and was
exchanged at Kingston on Oct. 26. The itemization of charges at the upper
right (prepayment of Canadian and U. S. postage was obligatory on such let-
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Figure 2
Letter from Bath, U. C., to London via the United St.tes in 1832. Exch.nged through Kingston, with ferrl.ge
Included. Received .t Liverpool . s • ship letter .

ters) included "u. S. P." (U. S. postage ) l1~d (equal to 18~c) and "B. P." (British,
i. e., Canadian, postage) 7~d. The latter figure was composed of 4~d postage for
less than 60 miles (Bath is 15 miles from Kingston), and 3d ferriage.

I I'
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figure 3 .
from Syracuse, N. Y., to St. eltherln.. In 1836. Ex.hlnged at Kingston. Ferr'".e rate Idded to make totel
1/2 postlge due.
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In the opposite direction the cover in Figure 3 from Syracuse to St.
Catherines was also rated with ferriage when it was exchanged through Kingston
on August 20 (1836). The distance from Kingston to St. Catherines along the
north shore of Lake Ontario is about 240 miles, the rate for 200-300 miles being
lOd stg. or about ll~d cy, A ferriage charge of 3d was included in the postage
due total, which was rounded off at 1/2.

On Feb. 22, 1837, Stayner announced the abolition of ferriage in most
circumstances in the following order:

Ferry postage-From the 6th of March next, inclusive, the practice of adding
ferry postage to letters to and from the American territory, passing through the
distributing offices in Upper Canada, in direct communication with the United
States is to be discontinued. That postage will, in future, be confined to letters
originating in or addressed to the towns where those distributing offices are
situated.

Ferry postage was no longer assessed on letters passing through the exchange
offices in Upper Canada to or from places beyond. From this date only those
letters originating at Kingston addressed to destinations in or beyond the United
States or letters addressed to Kingston from or via the United States were charged
the 3d ferriage rate. No other Canadian postage was charged on such mail.
A stampless cover (Figure 4) used from Troy , N. Y., to Kingston in 1842 is
another example of the usage shown in the problem cover.

//
I

Figure 4
Troy N, Y., to Kingston, Sept. 21, 1842. U. S. postage of 180/4< prepaid. 3d fer.lage due .

Covers from Kingston to the United States in the 1837-51 period usually
do not show any Canadian postage rate. Some students, such as Winthrop Boggs,
have stated that Canadian postage was not charged because the Kingston
postmaster. was also a U. S. postmaster. My own belief is that ferriage was
collected on such letters before they were accepted for exchange with the
U. S. office, but that the amount was not noted because no other Canadian
post office could be involved and because ferriage, being wholly a Canadian
charge assessed and collected by the Canadian exchange offices, was of no
concern to the U. S. Post Office. There does not seem to be any valid reason
for the Kingston post office (or any other Canadian border office) to collect
ferriage on incoming mail while "forgiving" it on outgoing. These covers fre­
quently bear a notation "Paid to the lines" or "Charge Box _ " either of which
would be ridiculous if no Canadian charge were involved.

Furthermore, the assumption that the Kingston postmaster and other
Canadian postmasters functioned as U. S. postmasters is based, I believe, on
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a misinterpretation of the records. Many of the U. S. Official Registers through
the 1847 edition list postmasters at various Canadian exchange offices with
the amount of their commission. However, these sums were raid them as a
percentage of the U. S. postage collected by them as agents 0 the U. S. Post
Office Department, not as postmasters. These individuals certainly never re­
ceived official appointments as U. S. postmasters, for which they would have
had to take an oath and post bond.

This discussion of ferriage fulfills a promise made in the Cover Comer
in Chronicle 69 (February 1971) when the special exchange office rate was
explained. An error there, stating that no ferriage charge existed between
Prescott, U. C., and Ogdensburgh, N. Y., should be corrected: according to Mr.
Petri, ferriage was collected between these offices.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

The problem cover in Figure 5 was furnished by Lester L. Downing. The
5c 1861 stamp is cancelled and tied by a red BOSTON BR. PKT./PAID/JAN 20.
There are no other markings on the cover. It arrived on the Asia Jan. 20, 1867.

1"/ . {;z/ C t: " -G/ .

/h~ I /f. :/~ ~<-/r;> h
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Figure 5

The. conten.ts are missing and there is no evidence of origin. Probably
no certam solution can be found-nevertheless, it may be possible to construct
a theory explaining the puzzling features .

Where did the cover originate?
Why does it bear a 5c stamp? What rate is involved?
Why the BR. PKT. postmark? Why no other markings?
Your suggestions will be appreciated.
THE FOREIGN MAILS (continued from page 243)
is the earliest use of a handstamped exchange marking yet recorded, being used
on the fourth day the new agreement was in force. It appears on a cover mailed
at Lockport, N. Y., on April 9, 1851, prepaid with two 5c 1847 stamps.

The probable-sbut not certain-office of use is Buffalo N. Y. However it
is ~ard to reconci.le the paucity of examples with such a busy and import~nt
~ffice, unless the mstrument was damaged, or discarded for some reason . Addi­
tional reports may answer these questions.
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NEW YORK

ADVANCES TO ANY AMOUNT

When you p lace your co llection in our hands to be

so ld at public auction, it is Harmer po licy to g ive you a

libera l advance against the eventua l return, if you need

immediate cash .

There is no charge for this accommodation. It is sirn-

ply another of the many benefits of doing business with

the Harmer organization.

Ask us for the booklet "Modern Methods of Phila-

telic Selling" - it wi ll fill you in on all the details. And

it is yours for the asking.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Stamp Auctioneers

6 WEST 48th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460 (3 lines)
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