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WE WANT TO BUYI
We want to buy any and all worth-while philatelic material!

Collections, large and small, Accumulations, Dealers' Stocks,
Speculators' Holdings, Single Rarities, Covers are all desired.

We want to buy for immediate cash to any amount! We know
values and in today's strong market we expect to pay fair value.
Our check in full will be sent or handed to you immediately
a transaction is concluded.

If you prefer sale by auction, then our auction firm will give you
matchless service. You may have an immediate interest-free cash
advance. We make a simple commission charge of 20% on reali
zation with no lotting fees, no illustration fees, in fact no hidden
charges of any kind. You receive full payment on settlement
date, within five weeks from date of sale.

It pays to deal with an acknowledged leader in the field. We
consistently sell a greater dollar value than any other auction
dealer in the country (Last year over $4,100,000.00) and we
constantly achieve many record prices. It costs you no more and
it could mean more dollars in your pocket.

Don't forget! The present market is very strong but no one can
tell how long it will last. There is such a thing as overstaying the
market; something a realistic owner should consider.

Write or phone us about anything you may have to offer. If war
ranted by bulk and value we can make arrangements to call on
you personally, wherever you are.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.
120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

PHONE (212) 753-6421



VOLUME FIVE
of the Encyclopaed ia of Empire Stamps comprising

NORTH AMERICA
includes po stal histo ry , po sta l rates, list ing s of the handstamps w ith ind ications of value,
cancellations, specia lised listings of the adhesive stamps with much new information ,
essays, proofs, colour trials "SPECIMEN" & "CANCELLED" overprints, var iet ies , cove rs,
b locks , postal stati onery, ai rma il stamps and cove rs , fo rgeries described, valuations (be ing
auc tion realisations w ith the month and ye ar of sale quoted) or auction est imates (dated) .

The first impression, now avail ab le, comes in two editions

THE LIBRARY EDITION - in one volume - U.S. $40. includ ing registered
postage.

THE DE LUXE EDITION - in two volumes - half morocco in special case.
U.S. $ 50. including registered postage.

THE CARRIER STAMPS OF U. S. A.

by Elliott Perry

Written by the em inent specialist fo r ca rrie r and private local stamps of the United States,
th is work is now being presented in a se rial ised version in "The Philatelist" and edited
by Mau rice Williams . In d ue course a mo re exte nded ve rsion w ill be published in boo k
form .

Annual Subscription to the Philatelist (monthly) - $5

O rders for Volume V and Phil ate list su bscri pti o ns to :

ROBSON LOWE, LTD., LITERATURE DEPT.
GRANVILLE CHAMBERS, RICHMOND HILL,

BOURNEMOUTH BH1 1DQ, ENGLAND

a b ra nch of th e

....

.c
A.

Th e

ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL Organisation
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND · ·

Cables: " Stamps London S.W.1." Telex: 915 410

U.S. Literatu re Ag e nt: HJ MR Co. , P.O. Box 30 8, N. Mia mi, Flor ida 33161
The Ch ronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26. No.1



5c 1847 COVERS
FACE Only, Supe rb Copy . Tied Pen Cen., Sharp Strike in Vivid Red of "KEENE. N. H." Pmk.•YMY Pretty $65

Y. F.-Super b Copy (Dot in "S" Var.). Deep Rich Color, Tied Pen Can . to V. F. Folde d Letter . Sharp
Strike in Vivid Blu" of " EVANSVILLE, IA." Pmk., Beeuty $115

F.-Y. F. Copy. Vivid Rich Color . Can. Sharp Strike of Rich Blue " On Nose" Grid, Match ing ,Rich Blue
" BALTIMORE, MD." Pmk. on Immac. Folded Leller , A Reel Oem $175

Y. G. Copy (Cut In Top & Rt.), Bright Color. Tied Neat Sharp Red Gr id to V. F. Cover w ith Clear
Red "N EWTON, N. J." Pmk.. Very Scerce Use $185

F.-Y. F. Copy . Pen Can.• Adhering by Red Wafer on V. F. Cover Pmk. Blue " BALTIMORE RAIL Rd." $90

Y. O. Copy. Cut in Bt.• Tied Ind istinct Blue " PHIlADA RAILROAD" , w ith 2nd Sharp, Clear Strike onV. F. Folded Letter $135

Y. F. Copy, Pen Can., in V. F. Cover Clearly Pmk. " YERMONT & MASS. R. R." , Very ScarceR. R. Pmk. . $150

Y. G. 10 V. F. Copy , Just Cut in B. R., Rich Orange Brown Color , Can. Red " PAID" on V. F. Cover
Pmk. li ght to Sharp "MADISON & INDIANAPOLIS R. R.", Very SClr~e & Attrectlve $200

F.·Y. F. Copy. Tied Bright Blue Gr id to V. F. Cover w ith Sharp Blue " PAID" & Vivid Blue " EAST-ERN R.R." Pmk., Most Attrectlve $250

Y. F. Copy , Tied Red Smud ge Can . to Fine Small Cover with Clear Red " STEAM BOAT" St. line onHudson River Moil, Cat . $300+ $250

Y. F.-S. PAIR. Tied Pen Can. to Fine Slighlly Rubbed Cover wit h Read able Red " POTOMAC STEAMER"
Pmk. & Blood Local # 15117 Acid Can. 10 " N. 0 ., La.," Rare $500

FACE ONLY, V. F.-5 Cop y. Tied Magenta Pen Can .. Vivid Red St. line " BALTIMORE R. R," , Red
" 40" in Crayon , mms. DUE Mark ing , Rare Use to BREMEN (Germany) Very Altractlve -$250

FACE ONLY, F.-V. F. Cop y. Tied Indis lincI Blue "BALTIMORE RAILROAD" Pmk. w ith 2nd Clear Vivid
Strike, Red Crayon " 44," & mms. DUE Marking, Rare Use to BREMEN. Very Attractive _ . $300

F.-Y. F. Copy , Tied Red Grid s 10 V. F.·S. Cover w ith Red SI. li ne " PHILAOA. RAILROAD" Tying
Blood 's Local # 15113, Sharp Red " NEW-YORK" Pmk•• A Real Oem $500

HORIZ. PAIR, V. F.-S., li gh t Shade. Tied Ultramarine Grids to V. F. Slightl y Creased Folded Leiter
w ith Malching Clear " BUFFALO. N. Y.-l0" Pmk., Beauty . $250

HORIZ. PAIR, V. F.-S. with Full Left Sht . Marg ., Deep Rich Color, Tied Red Frameless Grids to V. F.
Folded Leiter Pmk. "NEW-YORK" in Red, Beauty $350

HORIZ. PAIR, V. F., Rich Deep Dark Brow n Shade , Cancelled Vivid " On Nose" Blue Grids & Tied Red
" CINCINNATI, 0 .-10" Pmk. to V. F. Cover w ith Vivid Blue " HUNTSVILLE. AL," Pmk., Forw d.
from " CINC," back to "HUNTS," . Most Unusual & Strikingly Attr act ive 5350

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

SEE NEXT AD FOR 10c 1847 COVERS

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
A.PS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRO~ICLE. published quar te rly in Feb., !llay. Aug., and Nov . by th e U. S. Philatelic Classics
Socie ty, In c., at 2030 Glenmont A.ve. , N. W., Can ton , Ohio 44708. Second class postage pa id at canton.
Ohio 44711 an d addi tiona l m ail ing office . Subscr iption price $14.0 0. Prin te d In U.S .A.
2 The Chronicle / Febru ary 1974 / Vol. 26, No. 1
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

SELDOM SEEN BOOKS

UNITED STATES

Post Office Papers of the Republic of Texas, 1836·1840, by James M. Day
2 vol., 238, 239 pages, cloth, 1966, 1967, edition of 500 $55.00

Confederate Postmasters in Texas, compiled by Grover C. Ramsey
71 pages, cloth, 1963, edition of 200 " $15.00

First Mail West, Stagecoach lines on the Santa Fe Trail, by Morris F. Taylor
253 pages, cloth, 1~71 . . $10.00

New Mexico Place Names , by T. M. Pearce
187 pages, cloth , 1965, 5000 towns are given with some notes on post
offices .. ... . $7.50

A Century of California Post Off ices, 1848 to 1954, by Walter N. Frickstad
395 pages, cloth 1955, an authorized facsimile in cloth binding $35 .00

Postal Markings of Maryland, 1766·1855, edited by Roger T. Powers
100 pages, card, ring binding, ed ition of 500 .$7.50

The United States Issues of 1869 preceded by some additional notes on The
Premieres Gravures of 1861 by Stanley B. Ashbrook
69 pages, card , 1943 .. _~------ -------- --- --- --. - . $35.00

Posta l Marking s of the United States , 1847-1851, by Mannel Hahn
42 pages, card, 1938, gives distribution of 1847 stamps . $8 .00

Colonial Posts in the United States of Amer ica, 1606-1783, by Horow ics and lowe
52 pages, card, 1967
volume 5 of encyclopedia will have revised ve rsion . .$4.50

Advertisements of lower Mississippi River Steamboats, 1812-1920,
compiled by Leonard V. Huber, 100 pages, cloth , 1959
mostly on the 1840-1870 period, complements Lytle and Klein $15.00 I

Merchant Steam Vessels of the United States, 1807-1868, by William M. lytle
294 pages, cloth plus three paper supplements, 1952 $40.00

NORTH AMERICA

Canada Post Offices, 1755·1895, by Frank W. Campbell
191 pages, cloth, 1972 . . $15 .00

B.N.A. Fakes and Forgeries, by E.A. Smythies
101 pages ._._. cloth $6 .00

paper $4 .00

NEW, EXPECTED SOON

Encyclopedia of Empire Postage Stamps, Volume Five, North America
by Robson Lowe, circa 700 pages, cloth one volume, regular $40.00

two volume, deluxe P.O.R.

Leonard H Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 4022]
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THE EDiTOR'S PAGE
This issue's masthead introduces a new addition to the editorial staff. The
1869 issue is being separated from the 1861-69 section under Dick Graham's
editorship and will henceforth have its own alloted space in the Chronicle.
Michael Laurence has agreed to be editor for the 1869 period. His qualifications
are impressive and we are all very pleased to have him join us. He will need
cooperation from collectors and amateurs of the 1869 stamps, so please extend
him your help and encouragement.

• Theodore L. Behr and Hans Stoltz have recently been appointed vice
presidents of the Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc. , in recognition of their
many years of dedicated service. Those of us who are personally acquainted
with the expert knowledge and helpful consideration of these gentlemen can
appreciate how well deserved is this tribute.

• The beginning of a new volume year seems an opportune time to review
the mechanics of the Chronicle's production. Better understanding of the steps
involved may, at best, spare the reader disappointment, frustration ,and delay
or, at least, explain the reasons for these problems.

Deadlines (in theory) are Dec. 15, Mar. 15, June 15, and Sept. 15 for the
February, May , August, and November issues respectively for the section
editors and advertisers to have material and illustrations in the hands of th e
editor-in-chief. This allows about two weeks to check copy and make any
necessary corrections, mark typescripts and art work for the printer, and get
everything mailed.. The Chronicle is printed by Kelly Press in Columbia, Mis
souri. This arrangement was inherited from the previous editors, but is con
tinued on its merits, because of our friendly, cooperative, and very satisfactory
relationship with Kelly Press, although transit time in the mails takes several
days for each issue. Type setting and art preparation by the printers usually
require about two weeks; by the time the galleys have reached Ohio; been
proof-read, dummied, and returned to Missouri, and the process repeated for
the page proofs, it is close to the end of the month preceding issue date. Often
the Chronicle is not printed and deposited at the post office until the first week
of the issue month.

The Chronicle is mailed at Columbia, Mo., as second class matter; service
to many areas is slow and unpredictable and the regulations are tedious and
complex. The rates, however, are the cheapest available. The mailing envelopes
are prepared and addressed in Washington, D. C., under Bob Hegland's super
vision and sent to Missouri two or three weeks before the anticipated mailing.
Changes of address or new member addresses received after this date are
forwarded to Jack Jenkins who fills these mailings from the extra copies sent
him by the printers after the regular mailing is completed.

Therefore, to insure getting your copy as promptly as possible, please
follow these suggestions:

Send changes of address to the secretary well in advance, if possible. In
quiries about non-receipt of copies should also go to Bob Hegland.

Extra copies of the current issue , back issues, or other U. S. P. C. S. pub
lications should be ordered from Jack Jenkins.

Advertising copy or inquiries about rates should be directed to Cliff Friend.
Notes, reports, articles, and philatelic inquiries should be sent to the ap

propriate section editor whenever possible.
Topics not covered by individual sections, items related to foreign mails ,

and general correspondence may be addressed to the editor-in-chief.
Your cooperation and forbearance will help us serve you better.
6 The Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26. No. I



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS TO CANADA - PART III
CREIGHTON C. HART

Part I of "1847 Covers to Canada" focused on usual routes and rates; part
II illustrated covers with unusual postal markings; and in this part III the em
phasis is directed at discrepancies in cross border rates.

During the period July 1, 1845, until April 6, 1851, letters to and from
Canada were rated per ~ ounce in both the U. S. and Canada. In addition the
rates (figured separately for each country) were based upon distance to and
from the border for both countries. From April 6, 1851, the cross border paid
through rate (10c or 6d per ~ oz.) which then went into effect, applied re
gardless of distance except for the west coast.

The U. S. domestic rates of 5c for 300 miles or less and IOc for distances
over 300 miles were figured from origin to the border crossing point. The
Canada rates were a little more complicated and were as follows (stated in
Canadian currency): up to 60 miles: 4~d; 61-100 miles: 7d; 101-200 miles: 9d;
201-300 miles: ll~d; and so on.

It follows that letters with single U. S. postage to the border are expected
to show single Canada postage due from the border to destination. If the U. S.
rate to the border and the Canada rate from the border to destination do not
agree, philatelists are curious to know why. An isolated example may be excused
as an individual's error, but when the errors are repeated and occur from more
than one post office, the reasons are hard to comprehend.

There are eleven '47 covers addressed to Canada that appear to have double
U. S. postage but only single Canada postage. Such covers are known from
New York, Troy and Boston. Covers from each city are illustrated to show these
discrepancies. There seems to be an explanation for many of the covers, but
there is no satisfactory answer for all of the covers as yet. This unexpected dif
ference in rates on letters to Canada is further complicated when a parallel is
found on letters from Canada. The letters originating in Canada show pre
payment of double Canadian postage, then only single U. S. due from the border.

Two letters from each of the three post offices are illustrated, namely New
York (covers 0 and P) , Troy (covers Q and R) , and Boston (covers Sand T).
One cover in each pair shows the single U. S. rate and the expected correspond
ing single Canada rate. The second cover has double U. S. postage but only
single Canadian. In most instances the Canadian amount is the single rate to
Montreal of 4~ pence for less than 60 miles. The single rate to Quebec (cover R)
is ll~ pence for 201-300 miles.

The two New York covers (0 and P) are both addressed to David Tor
rance, a familiar addressee on cross border covers. It is quite natural to assume
that David Torrance's correspondent misjudged the weight and guessed that
one letter weighed over ~ ounce and required a second 10c stamp. This loses
some of its rationale when it is learned that several other David Torrance letters
from Troy have double U. S. postage but are rated only single postage by the
Canada post office.

There are seven 1847 covers from Troy to Montreal paying the double U. S.
rate to the border but which are rated as single letters by Canada. Six of the
seven are to David Torrance all mailed between August 10, 1850, and September
26, 1850. Two of the six have the boxed rectangular Troy and N. York Steam
boat in addition to the Troy townmark. David Torrance was a member of a
prominent family of importers, shippers and steamboat owners . His U. S. cor
respondent undoubtedly was writing frequently about family business.

All of the Torrance covers are folded letters. It would be interesting to know
what origin or origins these covers show in the datelines if the letter sheets are

The Chronicle I February 1974 I Vol. 26. No. 1 7



Cov., 0 w" 101 78 in Ih. H. R. Ha,m." Inc. auct ion on Mo,ch 18, 1970. Th.,. a" Iwo lOe 1847 Ilamps 10
p'ay Ih. double U. S. ,ole f,om New Yo,k 10 Monl,eal. Th. manulc,ipl 41h il only Ih. l ingle Canada ,ole.
(Pholo courtesy of H. R. Ha,me " Inc.)

still attached. The boxed Troy & N. York Steamboat handstamp is more indicative
of origin than the Troy postmark on two of the covers.

I
/ 7( (

Cove, P il f,o m Ihe David Torrance correl pond. nce .. il Cove, O. The 10c Ilam p pay l Ihe lingle U. S. ' ale
f,om N.w Yo,k 10 Ihe bo,der and Ihe manusc,l pl 41h il Ihe co"esponding li ng I. Can.da ,ole f,om Ihe
bo,d. , 10 Montre. l.

Kenneth R. de Lisle explains this in Th e Hudson River Mail 1804-1858 (The
W. L. L. Peltz Collection of Albany Postal History):

Merchants and profession a l me n wor ked to a late hou r and the afternoon closin g
fou nd man y of th em in a des pe ra te race with th e cloc k. Under these ci rcu mst ances
i t was fou nd conve nie nt to pro vid e a box on th e boa t in to whi ch lett ers could be
de pos i ted righ t up to th e last minu te before the vessel's depart u re. Since these
letters were not p rocessed (or even seen) at th e post office of th e tow n in which
th ey o rigina ted , a new class of "ou tside mail " was crea ted.

First, th e Hudson R iver loose (way) lett ers were ra ted wit h postage from poin t
of origin to desti1wtion, not from processing or originating office to destination .
Second. a way fee was not ad ded. Suc h a fee may have been paid to th e captain
or stea mboa t owner, but it was not passed on to the person receiving the letter .
8 The Ch ronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26, No.



Cover Q ho. a IOc .tomp which repres.nll th o do uble U. S. rota from Troy to th o bord.r. Only slngl. Canada
postilge is due as shown by the man uscript "4'12" pence.

A comm u nica tio n picked up at the New York dock. addressed to Alba n)' .
pa id th e fu ll applicable rate for th e d istance betwee n th e two ci ties; a lett e r p icked
np by th e same boa t whi le a t th e Poughk eep sie dock wou ld pay only the Pou gh 
kee psie to Alba ny ra te .

Th e two Troy covers with the Troy & N. York Steamboat marking origi
nated elsewhe re th an Troy, quite probably in New York City. Susan McDonald
has offered th e reasonable explana tion that all of these Torrance letters were
dispatched on a non-contract steamboat at th e Hudson River pier in New York
City with only two of them receivin g the Steamboat hand stamp afte r arrival
at Troy. This would make the double rate from Troy (cover Q, and those like it )
the correct rate from New York City. Credibility is added to this explanation
wh en we learn that another lett er to Mr s. Joseph (see list) ad dressed in the
sam e handwriting as the one listed, was mailed the previous month wit h a New
York postmark. Perhaps th e Oct. 20, 1848 letter to Mrs . Joseph from Troy was
mailed at the Hudson River pier in New York City too.

dl /
,~

~~A

Cov.r It hOI tho 5c singl. U. S. rot. from Troy to tho bord.r. Th. m.nuscrlpt 11l,~ Is tho corr.sponding . Ingl.
Canada rot. from tho border to Queb.c which r. ceived ill moll In through bogs via Montr.ol .. tho hand·
stamp in the left hand corner show s.
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COVERS TO LOWER CANADA SHOWING RATE DISCREPANCIES

Double U. S. R ate Single Canada Rate
Date Stam p(s) Postmark Desti natio n Postage Due Addressee

July 8, 1848 i -ioe Boston Montreal 4Y2 Unknown

July 31 , 1848 I-I()C Boston Montreal 4 Y2 Edmonston. Allen
& Co.

Oct. 20 , 1848 1·1()c Troy Montreal 4Y2 Mrs . J. H. Joseph

June 20 . 1850 1-IOe Boston Montreal 4Y2 Messrs. H . B. Smith
& Co .

Aug. 10. 1850 I -I()C Troy Montrea l 4Y2 David Torrance

Aug. 22 , 1850 1· IOe • Troy Montreal 4~ David Torrance

Sep. 2, 1850 1·IOe Troy Montrea l 4~-'2 David Torrance

Sep. 5 , 1850 I -I()C · T roy Montreal 4Y2 David Torrance

Sept . 15, 1850 2-IOe N. Y. Mont real 4Y2 David Torrance

Sep. 18, 1850 1·IOe Troy Montreal 4Y2 David Torrance

Sep. 26, 1850 I -I()C Troy Montreal 4Y2 David Torrance

An asterisk in fron t of "T roy" shows that the blue "T roy & N. York Steamboat" in a
rectangle is also on the cover .

The Hudson River valley was a main south to north route long before its
discovery by white men. Kenneth de Lisle describes its use in colonial days:
"After .the forceful acquisition of the two [settlements Alban y and New York
City] by the English in 1664, the river continued to grow in importance as a
commercial highway and essential link in the military route to Canada." During
the 1847 period, through bags were made up for Montreal (and beyond) at
New York, Albany and Boston. Troy is 0rposite Albany on the Hudson River
and less than 10 miles away. Because 0 its proximity to Albany , letters for
Canada landed by steamboat at Troy entered the through bags at Albany.

Even if the theory about mailing at the New York City pier is correct for
the double rate letter from Troy, it is no help whatsoever in explaining the
Boston covers with a discrepancy in rates. There is no reason to believe that
the three double rate covers from Boston originated any place but there. Con
siderablemail must have originated from Boston for Montreal to justify
through bags . It is surprising that so few '47 covers from Boston have survived.
McDonald writes that this same scarcity exists for stampless covers in this period.

Today's Rand McNally map shows Montreal 315 miles from Boston. Because
Montreal is so close to the border the uninformed might guess the distance "to
the lines" from Boston at over 300 miles with 10c postage required. The Boston
postal clerks knew the distance was less than 300 miles and that the 5c single
rate applied. Maurice Blake in Schedule of Mails and Postage in 1849-A Phila
telic Discovery quotes from the official notice issued by the Boston post office
August 1, 1849. This notice gives the rates , "for land mail the single rate of
lOc over 300 miles from Boston 'to the lines' on letters to or from Upper Canada
(Ontario) , and New Brunswick; 5c not over 300 miles 'to the lines' for Lower
Canada (Quebec) ." Montreal, of course, was in Lower Canada.

All three covers from Boston are important in this puzzle of inconsistent
rates . Cover S to Montreal has the Boston postmark with the "5" cent rate ob
viously having been changed to "10". The IOc rate represents double the U. S.
single rate but -there is only the single rate of ~ pence due from the Montreal
addressee. When this letter was mailed June 20, 1850, apparently the Boston
postal clerk at first believed the letter required only the single rate of 5c to
the lines. Upon discovering that it weighed over ~ ounce, he changed the rate
to "10" and the 10c stamp was placed on the envelope.
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Cover 5 has a l Oe ,'amp which represe nts the double U. S. r.t. from Boston to Montr••I. The "5 " cent r.t.
in the po stmark has been changed to " 10" . (Susa n McDonald Collection).

McDonald suggests the opposite might also be true. The 10c stamp may
hav e already been on the letter, although it needed only a 5c stamp, and th e
clerk obliging ly altered the "5" to "10" to conform with the stamp. Strange
happenings sometimes occurred wh en stam ps were an innovation.

The addressees are known for two of the three covers from Boston. Both
of these are to business firms in Mon trea l and presumably from business firms
in Boston. Businessmen du ring this period were well inform ed about dist ances,
mail routes, rates, ship departures and oth er operations th at are now tak en for
granted . The fact that these are business letters lends credence to the int en
tiona l double rating of both covers.

The 5c stam p on Cover T paid the U.S. single rate to Montreal and the " 4'12" pence was the corr.sponding
Canada si ng le rat. from the border. This illu strat ion is from a color slide and some detail is lost In 'he
'ransf. , .

The stampless covers V and W illustrat e parallel discrep ancies on letters of
Ca nadian origin. Th e double rate of 1/11 ( twice l1~d for 201-300 miles from
Qu ebec to the bord er ) was prepaid on each, but U. S. postag e due was rated as
Wc at the sing le letter rate. Cover V was exchanged through the U. S. office at
T he Chronicle I February 19i4 I Vol. 26. No. I 11



Highgate, Vt., which stru ck its characteristic boxed 10 rating handstamp and
crossed out the PAID in the Queb ec postmark with a diagonal grid. Th is letter
should have been sent in the through mail bag bu t the erroneous direction of
"Flushing, Rhode Island" caused the improper routing. Mistakes in rati ng
should have been less freq uent at a small office like Highgate than in the
through mail.

{
\

Cover V origineted et Quebec In 1149 end we. propeld 1/11 et the double re'e. lated IDe U.S. postege due
•• the .ingle rete by the Highge'e, V••, oxchenge office. (McDoneld collection).

Cover W went into the through bag at Montrea l and received the encircled
10 handstamp at the New York City Post Office, Almost certa inly this was a
double letter with the U. S. rate in error because of careless handling, as the
notation "pd to lines No. 15" indicates Canadi an postage was charged to the
account of a Quebec firm , and was therefore accurately figured.

Cover W, frorn Quebec In 1850 we. forwerded In the through beg to the New York CI.y Po.. Office, where
it w....ted 10c due .. e .ingle letter. Double Cenedien po.tege of 1/11 w.. chergod by tho Queboc P. O.
(McDoneld colloction).
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It is strange that there are no covers reported with the reverse discrepancy
in rates , that is, from the U. S. with single U. S. and double Canada, or from
Canada with single Canad a and double U. S. in this period.

This article contains all the information I have about covers inconsistentl y
rated. As was stated earlier there is no satisfactory answer as yet. In searching
for an explanation I have considered what characteristics all the covers have
in common. All of the covers from the United States are (1) to Montreal and
(2) they all went in the through bags unopened to Montrea l. (Covers from
Troy went in the Alban y bag) . The mail to Montreal was heavy during th is
period and it is possible that through letters from the States were rated singly
at "4~" pence to save time unless a letter was obviously overweight. In othe r
word s each lett er was not individu ally weighed. Letters weighing ~ ounce and
those weighing more but less than an ounce could ha ve passed for the single
rate. Th is explanation may also apply to the overweight letters from Canada.

Th ere is more to this postal history story than I have been able to give
here. Dr. Carroll Chase figured that there were 50 times as many stampless
letters as there were stampe d during this period. Elliott Perry confirmed this,
and they both based their computation upon postal receip ts. Also, only about
one '47 stamp for every 400 issued still remains on cover. Statistics such as this
are subject to error- perhaps gross error- but nevertheless I hope they indicate
that there are hundreds of stampless cross border covers to be examined com
pared to the limited number of stamped covers. I would be interested in knowing
of stampless covers that show discrepancies in rates both to and from Canada
and the United States after July 1, 1845.

This concludes the series of articles on 1847 foreign uses. The total of trans
atlantic covers is increased by 6 to 178, being 3 more to En gland and one each
to Scotland, Holland, and France. Th e numbers to the Maritime Provinces and
to "the rest of the world" remain unchanged at 36 and 8 respectively. Cross
border covers to Canad a still remain the most num erous , being a few more
than 250.
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, A1lOc. Editor
COLORS OF THE THREE CENT 1857-61
PERFORATED TYPE II STAMPS (54 AND 55)

DAVID T. BEALS III

Reference.
1. "Color Study of the Three Cent Stamp of the United States 1851-57

Issue" by Wilbur F . Amonette, M.D., The Chronicle #78.
2. The 3c Stamp of the United States 1851-57 Issue by Carroll Chase, re-

vised edition, Chapter XXII. .
3. Color Standards and Nomenclature by Robert Ridgeway, published by

the author in 1912.
Introduction

With the publication of Dr. Amonette's definitive article on the colors of
the imperforate stamps (Ref. 1), your editors feel that similar information on
the Type II and IIa perforated stamps is needed. Insofar as we can determine,
the only information published on this subject is contained in Dr. Chase's book
(Ref. 2) , Chapter XXII, pp. 154-158.

The prefatory remarks on the colors of these stamps as found both in Dr .
Chase's book and in Dr. Amonette's article are applicable here. It should also
be mentioned that the term "shade" as used in this article refers to the variations
found within the named colors, which are substantial in a number of instances.
It should also be remembered that Dr. Amonette changed Dr. Chase 's Dull
Rose Claret to plain Claret. One or two other changes are suggested herein with
regard to the colors found on the perforated stamps.

Those of us who had the privilege of having Dr. Chase's help and guid
ance on this subject know that he did considerable additional work on the
colors of the 3c stamps after the publication of his book, and that he prepared
at least two charts of the S4 and S5 colors as he knew them. To several of the
rarer shades (not mentioned in his book) he assigned names from Ridgeway's
book (Ref. 3) . Dr. Amonette has one of these charts , your author the other,
and we would very much like to know if any others are in existence.

The first change made by Dr. Chase was to narrow the designation of
Plum (as he had used it in his book ) to one specific color (discussed by Dr.
Amonette on page 89 of his article) ; and the designation of a new color, Purple
Claret. This change is still not generally und erstood, and the continued use of
Plum instead of Deep or Purple Claret by most dealers and auctioneers has
been in error and has greatly confused the proper identification of both colors
by most collectors.

Another change was the designation of a relatively common 1858 color as
Orange Red.

Finally, he designated a number of distinctive and generally rare colors,
several by Ridgeway names, of which only Orange Brown and Bright Brownish
Carmine had previously been mentioned in his book.

Inasmuch as the production of S4 and S5 stamps was started in July of
1857, it is logical to assume that a number of the same colors (and shades
thereof) can be found on both Type I and Types II and IIa stamps printed
during the balance of the year, and this has been helpful in dating several
of them.

CLARET
Dr. Chase lists this color first on his list of 1857 colors. It is relativel y

common, the shades ranging from fairly pale to deep , with the impressions
being generally sharp. All Claret stamps have a bluish cast to some extent. Some
of the shades on S4 and S5 match the shades of the S2 and S3 printings. However,
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the ra nge of sha des on th e pe rfora ted stamps is not as great as on the imperforate
stamps. Dr. Chase notes that some Claret pri ntings we re again produced after
1858, and the use of Claret stamps is known throughout the entire period of
use of this issue.

BROWNISH CLARET
A second 1857 color which was aga in printed after 1858. Again, some of

these shades can be matched with the 18.57 52 and 53 printings. The range of
shades is from medium to fairl y deep, and impressions are clear. In our opinion,
this color is also relatively comm on.

PURPLE CLARET
The third 1857 color, possibly produced again after 1858. This is normally

a rich color, and th e brightest shades ha ve been called "drinkable" (the color of
red wine as seen through a wine glass). Again, a number of these sha des approach
the imperforate 52 and 53 print ings . The shades range from medium to fairly
deep. We have not seen any of the spectacularly deep Purple Clarets th at exist
on the imperfora te stamps, and would like to know if anyone has a perforated
example. Impressions are generally clear, and in our opinion th is color is scarce,
with th e deep "dri nkable" shades rare.

BROWNISH CARMINE

The last 1857 color listed by Dr. Ch ase, and definitely again produced in
quantity afte r 1858, Browni sh Carmine is th e most common color found on
th ese stamps. It was printed in a wide variety of shades, from reddish to almost
brown, and from fairly pale to fairly deep . Various shades of Brownish Carmine
approach most of the oth er colors in whi ch these stamps were printed , and if
there is doubt as to a color by anyone reasonabl y familiar with th is issue, it is
probabl y Brown ish Ca rmin e. Th ere is a borderline, or "grey" area between the
redder Brownish Carmines and th e deeper Dull Reds. Many of these shades
approa ch the redder 18.56 imperforat e printings. Impressions vary from clear
to somewhat fuzzy.

BRIGHT BROWNISH CARMINE
This apparently rare color, describ ed by Dr. Chase at th e top of page

158 of hi s book, was not included in the color chart the author obtained from
him , indicating that he may have subsequently changed this classification. We
would welcom e any additional information any of our read ers may have on
this color.

YELLOW BROWN
Designated "Pale" and an 1858 color by Dr. Ch ase, Yellow Brown is seen

in a range of sha des which varies from somewha t yellowish to a brown which
in our opinion conta ins very little yellow. Intensity varies from very pale to
fairl y deep, and the deeper sha des are anything but pale ("Pale" has therefore
been dropped from Dr. Ch ase's designation ) .

Impressions vary from clear to somewha t fuzzy, which is attributed to
plate wear by Dr. Chase. A few of the yellower sha des approach closely some
of th e 1857 imperforate shades. We conside r this color scarce.

DULL ROSE BROWN
This is anothe r 1858 color which varies from pale to deep. Impressions

vary from clear to somewh at fuzzy, and some of th ese sha des approach a few
of th e 1857 imperforate printings. While most of th e sha des are quite dull,
several of the deeper printings are quite bri ght. Thi s color is common.

ORANGE RED
This was designated an 1858 color by Dr. Chase after the publication of

his book. It vari es from pale to deep , and impressions are normally a bit fuzzy.
Thi s color approaches th e 1855 Oran ge Red to some extent, but impressions are
clearer and th e shades average a little browner . There is a "grey" area between
the deeper shad es of this color and the deep Rose Browns. This color is relatively
common.

While we have not seen any of Dr. Chase's 1858 colors with 1857 post
marks, we do wonder if any might exist, and would very much like to hear

from anyone who might have seen any such.
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DULL RED
First appearing in 1859 and used until demonetization, this is also a common

color. Shades range from pale to fairly deep and impressions are clear. Aside
from the intensity, the range of shades is not extensive, though some printings
are noticeably redder than others and some of the deeper shades are anything
but dull.

PLUM
As previously noted, Plum is no longer another name for Purple Claret.

It is a dull shade of purplish brown and is further discussed on page 89 of Dr.
Amonette's article. Two shades have been reported on thi s issue. One is th e
same as the S2 shade while the other is paler and a bit browner. Impressions
are a bit fuzzy. We have seen but three examples of Plum on these stamps,
two of which are in Dr. Chase's charts, mak ing it the rarest of the perforated
colors, as it also is imperforate. One stamp has been reported used in August 1861.

It would seem that Dr. Chase must have been very intrigued by the name
"Plum," having applied it to two distinct shades over the years. Even so, he may
have stubbed his toe a bit on it as the Pluto color on the sta mps does not re
semble any real plum I have ever seen, and possibly "Prune" might be more
descriptive. For thos e with a copy of the Ridgeway book, we believe Hessian
Brown (Plate XIII) is closest to Dr. Chase's Plum. It is not , however, a very
good match, the stamp having more purple.

ORANGE BROWN

This color was designated an 1858 printing by Dr. Ch ase. It is a bright
color and approaches the 1856 imp erforate printing described on pa ge 88 of
Reference 2, but is not as bright. Impressions are clear , and we consider it
rare , having not seen more than 10 examples. Two dates of use have been re
ported, October 1858, and March 1860.

YELLOW ROSE RED
This color closely approaches the medium Yellow Rose Reds of the 1856

imperforate printings, though the S5 printings are not known in nearly as wid e
a range of shades. They range from pale to medium intensity and impressions
are very clear. We have been unable to date this printing, but the stamps
appear to be more closely related to the Dull Reds than to the earlier printings.
Since not more than a dozen examples have been seen, they are consid ered rare.

GARNET BROWN
This. is a Ridgeway color (Plate I) and those having access to this book

can spot this color easily, although the shade of the stamp is pal er than the
Ridgeway color sample. It is a fairly rich reddish bro wn. Im pressions are clear ,
and it, too, is rare. We have been unable to date thi s printing.

ETRUSCAN RED

This is another Ridgeway designation, (Plate XXVII) although the color
of the stamps is much brighter than the color sample, which is very dull. This
color approaches some of the redder shades of the 1856 Yellow Rose Reds , and
also appears to be related to the Dull Red printings. Impressions are clear. The
only dated example we have seen was used in 1860. Etruscan Red is rare.

DEEP CORINTHIAN RED
Another Ridgeway color (Plate XXVII) , to which we have added "Deep,"

as there are two Corinthian Red samples in Ridgeway, and in our opinion the
color of the stamp is deeper and richer than either one. It is a deep rich red
varying from fairly deep to very deep . Impressions are a bit fuzzy. We do not
know the date of printing. Deep Corinthian Red is also a rare color .

MOROCCO RED

This is the final Ridgeway color (Plate I). It is also a deep red , but not
quite as red as Deep Corinthian Red. Impressions are a bit fuz zy. We hav e seen
an example used in 1860. Th is is also a rare color.

In addition to Dr. Chas e's colors , we have seen about ten examples (in
cluding an unus ed block of four of S4) of another distinctive brown color . It
is a dull shade which lies between Orange Brown and Rose Brown, and very
closely approaches the paler Yellowish Orange Brown shades of 1851. We
propose that this color be designated Dull Yellowish Orange Brown. It is rare.
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Conclusion

Your edi tors have mad e a color ana lysis of their collections of plate posi
tions and varieties of 54 and 55, none of which we re selecte d for color , and find
the followi ng distribution:

Color
Claret
Brown Claret
Purple Claret
Browni sh Carmi ne
Rose Brown
Du ll Yellowish Brown
Orange Red
Du ll Red
Other colors
Total

Number of sta m- ps
128

26
2

237
1418 8

9
16
66

507

Percen tage
2.58

5.1
0.4

46.3
28.0"

1.8
3.2

12.7

100.0

8Based on othe r expe rience , we bel ieve the proportion of clarets in this samp ling to be
too low.

88The number of Rose Bro wns is too high , p ro babl y becau se of a di sproportion ate number
of S4s contain ed in th ese collec tions. However, thi s is th e only data we have to dat e, and we
wou ld certain ly welcome any addi tio nal informat ion on this subjec t fro m our read ers.
THREE CENT 1857 PERFORATED STAMPS (54) FROM PLATE 10
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

(Continued from Chronicle 80:203)
Fi gures 1 th rou gh 12 illustrate 12 of the 13 recut inner line positions found

on Plate 10 Earl y. Th e thi rteenth position, lOLI0 e , is illustrat ed in Figure 16
under the heading "Disting uish ing the Plates."

Fig. 1. 5LlQe. The right inn er line is recut from a point about even with
the center of the upper right rose tte to a posit ion on an imaginary hori zontal
line passing th rou gh the brid ge of Washington's nose.

Fig. 2. 18LlOe . Here the right inner line is recut from a point even with
the cente r of th e upper right rosette to a po int even with W ashington 's eye .

Figure 1 Figure 2

Fig. 3. 19L1Qe. The right inner line is recut beginning at about the level
of Washington's ea r and extending down through the outer dots of the lower
right rosette.

F ig. 4. 24L lOe• The rec ut inn er line at right begins at a level above Wash
ington's brow and runs down through the outer dots of th e lower right rosette.
T he Chronicle / Feb ru ary 1974 / Vol. 26, No. I 17



Flgur. 3

Figure 5

Flgur. 4

Figure 6

Fig. 5. 28LlOe. The right inner line is recut, starting somewhat below the
level of the center of the upper right rosette and extending down to a point to
the left of the fourth outer dot of the lower right rosette.

Fig. 6. 44Lloe. The right inner line is recut , sta rting at about the level of
Washington's eyebrow and extending down to the first outer dot of the lower
right rosette. .

Fig. 7. 56LlOe. Th e right inner line is recut from slightly abo ve the level
of the bottom of the upper right rosette and extends down to touch the first
dot of the lower right rosette.

Fig. 8. 67LIOe. The right inner line is recut from the level of the center of
the upp er right diamond block to about the level of Was hington's ear.

Fig. 9. 17Rloe. The right inner line is very delicately recu t. It is probable
that in early printings it began at a level just below th e center of the upper right
rosette and ran down to touch the first out er dot of the lower right rosette. In
the illustration shown, it has worn away at the top.
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Flgur. 7

Figure 9

Figur• •

Figure 10

Fig. 10. 22RlOe. The right inn er line is recu t, starting just be low the lower
tip of the upper right tri angle and running down to a level about even with
Washin gton 's eye.

Fig. 11. 60RlOe. Th e right inner line is recut, beginning at a level about
even with the middl e of th e med allion and runs down to a point about eve n with
the jun cti on of Washington's neck with the bu st line on the left.

Fig. 12. 79L lOe. This is the only recut left inn er line on Plat e 10.
Fig. 16. lOLlO". Th e righ t inne r line is recut, beginning at a level about

even with the bott om on the upper righ t rosette , running down to the first outer
dot of the lower right rose tte.

Distinguishing the Plates

It is believed that neither Plate 10 Earl y nor Plate 10 Intermediate was suf
ficiently hardened prior to bein g put to press. As a resu lt , each exhibited signs
of plate wear soon afte r its use began. In order to improve its appearance,
Plat e 10 Earl y was taken out of use, re-soft ened , and completely re-ent ered
with the transfer roll to create Plate 10 Interm ediate. As thi s plat e likewise
began to wear, it was also taken out of use and re-entered , creating Plate 10 Late.
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Figure 11 Figure 12

In the re-working of the plate to create its Intermediate and Late states,
no additional recutting was done; consequently, the differences between Plates
10 Early, Late, and Intermediate are solely the result of re-entry with the transfer
roll. Because of this , it is often quite difficult to determine from which state
of the plate any given stamp comes. This problem is particularly acute in the
case of the Intermediate state, where the re-entry was very carefully made.

There are four tests that can be used in determining whether a given
position is from Plate 10 Early, Intermediate, or Late:

1. The recut frame lines were drawn on the plate only once, when Plate
10 Early was created. Since this recutting was not strengthened by subsequent
re-entries of the transfer roll, the frame lines on Plate 10 Intermediate are
somewhat fainter (due to wear) in relation to the rest of the design than they
were on Plate 10 Early. On Plate 10 Late they are fainter still in relation to the
rest of the design. This is also true of the repair to the damaged "A" reliefs in
the top row of the right pane on each state of the plate. Caution should be used
in applying this test, since the general wear on the stamp being studied will
affect its appearance, as will a poor or particularly heavy impression.

Figure 13 Figure 14
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Flgur. 15 Flgur. 16

2. Many of the recut frame lines were not straight and thus did not fall
exactly over the faintly impressed frame lines from the relief roller. On Plate
10 Early an attempt was apparently made to erase the traces of these faint
relief lines before they were recut by hand. Every frame line on stamps from
Plate 10 Early is relatively sharp and clean cut. No such attempt was made
when the reliefs were re-entered to create the Intermediate and Late states.
Because of this many frame lines on the later plates appear to be slightly doubled,
showing both the recut line and the re-entered faint relief line .

3. The re-entry was not always exact, rendering the lines on Plates 10 In
termediate and Late somewhat fainter or "fuzzy" compared to those on the
same positions from Plate 10 Early. This is particularly true of the frame lines
for the same reasons mentioned above.

4. Where the re-entry was far from exact, we have a new double transfer
on one or both of the later plates that did not appear on Plate 10 Early. There
are not many new double transfers on Plate 10 Intermediate, but a great many
appear on Plate 10 Late.

Figur. 17
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Figure 19 Figure 20

Figures 13 through 24 are an attempt to illustrate the progressive appear
ance of three positions from the top row as they exist in each state of the plate.

Fig. 13. 2LlOe. A top row position with no repair to the damaged "A"
relief.

Fig. 14. 2L10i. Th e top of the right frame line is slightly doubled.
Fig. 15. 2L1()l. The right frame line is doubled for most of its length.
Fig. 16. lOLIOe. A top row position with no repair to the damaged "A"

relief. It has a recut inner line and shows the characteristic "horn" on the upper
right diamond block where the guide dot fell on the upper right corner of th e
block. Note that the frame lines are relatively heavy and clean cut.

Fig. 17. lOL10i. The frame lines and recut inn er line are slightly fainter in
relation to the rest of the design than in th e case of lOLloe. The right frame
line is now doubled, the relief frame line appearing between the recut inner
line and the recut frame line .

Fig. 18. lOL10l . Th doubling of the right frame line is somewhat more
pronounced than in lOLlOi. The stamp has now acquired a distinct double
transfer (particularly noticeable in the upper rosettes). Finally, the guide dot

Figure 21 Figure 22
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Figure 23 Figur. 24

has b roken free from the upper right diamond block because of wear along the
right edge of the diamond block.

Fig. 19. lR lOe. A top row posit ion with th e damaged "A" relief repaired with
one vertical line and four dots. Thi s particular example also shows the guide
do t to the left of the design which falls squarely on the center line.

Fig. 20. l RlOi . Th e recut lines, including the rep air to th e damaged "A"
relief, are fainter in comparison to the rest of the design th an in lRlOe.

Fig. 21. lIUOI. The recut lines are faint er still, and the right fra me line has
become "fuzzy," although it is not doubled .

Fig. 22. IORIO". Thi s re latively poor impression from Plate 10 Ea rly illus
tra tes the difficulty in determining from which sta te of th e plate any given
example comes. In sp ite of the impression, the recut lines are heavy and the
des ign is not doubled.

Fig. 23. lORlOi . A fairly sha rp imp ression from the same position. There is
a slight double transfer in the upper right rose tte.

Fig. 24. lORIOI. Th e righ t fram e line is fuzzy; the left fram e line is dis
tinctl y doubled . TIle upper rose ttes and the lower left rosette are doubled. Th e
weakness of the design at the upper right corner of the stamp is probably the
resu lt of dry pape r.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
COVERS: Postmarked fr om our 11 Western
States and Dako ta before 1890. Have dupli 
ca tes an? other covers ca rrying #10, 11, 25
& 26. Will trade or buy . Ha rry L. F ine, 2114
E. Balsam Av e., Mesa, Arizona 85204.

WA NTED : "Pat Paragraph s" by E. Perry.
First 17 issues. C. L . Friend, 8081 Aquadale,
Youngstown, Ohio 44512.

WEST COAST AUCTION AGENT: More
than jus t a bidder . Lots ex amined & ad
vise d . ALT Tobias , Box 43361, L . A. , CAL
90043.

WA NTED: 154 covers to complete # 11 or
#26 Phila., P a ., ca lendar. C /C especially
des ir ed. Wr ite firs t, h ave want list. Harry
Yeager , Glenolden , P a. 19036.
CHASE PLATING PHOTOS - CORRECTION
The pr ice given for these photos in the November issue was in error. Ms.

Ellen H. Roney, librarian for the Division of Postal History at th e Smithsonian
Institution, advises that the current charge is $4.00 per pane, or $8.00 per plate.
The en tire set of 13 costs $104.00. Requ ests for orde r blank s should be addressed
to th e Division of Postal History, Smithsonian Institution , Washington , D. C.
20560.
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NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS ASSOCIATED WITH U. S. MAILS

Reported By

D. T . Beals IIIS5

Used
W ith

A-I &A-3 STONEHAM. MIDDLESEX CO./FEB/17 /
I858/MASS. d -o 24x22

A

Referen ces to USPM in the Chronicle refer to Society-sponsored hook. U. S. Postal Mark ings and
Related Mail Services by Tracy W . Simpson .

Illustration USPM Description
N o. Schedule (Dimensions in millimeters)

J. R. Kesterson

D. T. Beals III

55 D. L. Jarrett

S5 L. C. Foreheimer

A-3

A-2

E A-27 (c) DUE I Ct 25x6Y2 Philadelphia

F A-27 (e) DUE I 21x9 New York City
Dated January 7. 1861.

G A-I DENISON , IO WA/ AUG I. 1861 sl-3Ox9

Pennsylvania
E. BETHLEHEM/mss D/PA K16-32 S2

BART ONSVIL LE/ H ERT FOR D CO/Dfl859/ S5
N. c. c-37Y2

This marking has been previously reported. but not fully illustrated.

D A-19 New York
NEW YORK SH IP LEYrER/D/5 c-26 Ie 1857 L. C. Forcheimer

T ype V

S5 L. C. Foreheimer

C

B

A

. Due let Due1
~

DENlSON', IOWA
o

• AV'g 1, 1861.
Autographs of the PMG
T. Pickering: Free Frank on a 11/2 x 4 1/2 in. slip of letter front, also beari ng han d-
stamped "FREE" an d partia l Bishop's Mark in b lack brown. Prob. Boston . $30.00
Gideon Granger: ALS. Fo ld ing lette r ms , postmark of Suffi eld (Connecticut) Feb. 24,
1BOO. Prio r to PMG appt. Nov. 1BO 1. $35 .00
Amos Kendall: Sig nature on POD d raft , 183 8. $25. 00
John Niles: Sig natu re on POD draft , 9 Dec. 1840 . $5 0. 00
Francis Granger: Sign at ure on POD d raft, 15 May 1841. $75.00

ROBERT DALTON HARRIS/ a Gatherin' Historical Paper
P. o. BOX 175

WYNANTSKILL , NEW YORK 12198
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
"PRODUCTION VARIETIES" OF PRINTING AND PERFORATING, 1861-67
C. W. CHRISTIAN

(Photographs by Steve Cullum, City Foto)
An increasing amount of interest is being shown in the collecting of "freak"

printings, as they are so termed in ads and auction lists . It may be more apt to
refer to such printings as "production vari eti es." Th ey are not in any sense errors
but rather the direct result of stamp production problems. Items are found with
the perforations extending in almost any dir ection except between the impres 
sions as intended. This group also includes part-perforates, paper creases, wet
and dry printings, etc. The foregoing is not germane solely to the 20th Century,
but was prevalent in a lesser degree through the 1860s.

We are told that, in spite of rigid inspection procedures, these imperfect
stamps appear on the market due to the tremendous quantity required and the
complex, high-speed presses in use today. Such conditions account for the wide
variety and large quantity of "freaks" available in current issues, yet in the
accompanying photos similar varieties can be seen dating from the middle 19th
Century, produced on manually operated machinery, that are a counterpart of
today's high-speed printings.
Extra Rows of Perforations

Of the var ieties found in the issue of 1861-67, stamps with an extra row of
perforations are perhaps the most common. Th ey are found with one added row
and with double rows of perforations, both horizontally and vertically, as in
Figure A. Examples used on cover are not uncommon. The cause for such
varieties is readily understood when it is realized th at the early perforating
machines were somewhat crude and were, for the most part, hand operated.
Early Perforating Machines

The first perforated stamps for use in this country appeared in February
1857. In the same year Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear and Co., printers of the
1851 issue , received a four year renewal of their contract with the Post Office
Department. Having noted well the success Great Britain was having with
perforated stamps, which had been produced since 1854, the contract printers
imported a Bemrose perforating machine from England in 1856. They ex
perimented with the machine , improved it, and began perforating with the
issue of 1857.

On the stamp plates of the '60s there was little gutter space between im
pressions, thus to get satisfactory perforation a near perfect alignm ent of the
perforating wheels was necessary. On the Bemrose machine the wheels holding
the perforating pins were aligned on a shaft and held in place with set screws.
Normal wear between a perforating wheel and its counterpart wheel mounted
directly below caused occasional bent or broken pins , or pins would wear
down beyond effectiveness resulting in missing or 'b lind" perforations. American
made machines of similar construction were used by the National Bank Note
Co. when they assumed the 1861 contract.
Results of Misalignment

Panes were fed into the perforator singly and the machines, designed for
manual or treadle operation, could be stopped at any point and also reversed.
Varieties such as those in Figure A were caused in one of two ways: -the com
plete pane was run through the machine twice in one direction either inad
vertently or out of alignment on the first run . If the latter was true and the
plate was out of line, a second run would bring the perforating wheels in direct
contact with the gutter between the impressions producing correct alignment
The Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26. No.1 25



but also a double row. A possible exception to this was the operator's catching
the misalignment when only partially through the perforating operation, then
reversing the machine to allow removal of the pane for correct replacement.
In this case the complete pane would show only partial double perforations.

•••

Figure A.

•••••••••••

••••••••••••

Jumbo and Narrow Copies
The original Bemrose machine was capable of taking a full sheet of 200

stamps, 10 by 20, but those used by the National Bank Note Co. had a smaller
capacity and perforated only single panes of 100, 10 by 10. Thus it was neces
sary to divide the completed, gummed sheets of 200 into two panes before
perforating, leaving a natural straight edge on 20 stamps per sheet.

The one cent jumbo Franklin in Figure B is not a natural straight edge
as might first appear, for a sliver of the adjacent stamp can be seen on either
side. Since this is true the stamp originally on the left was trimmed off. From
such varieties as this the faker exercises his art in making imperfs or spurious
items "imperforate vertically," such as the 3c 1861, Figure B.

Figure II.

Figure C offers an interesting example of the 1c 1861 which originally had
a double row of vertical perforations. Separated from the adjacent stamps at
the inner row of perforations, the resultant copy is extremely narrow, yet suf
ficient to be accepted on the drop rate cover.
Part-Perforates

Winthrop Boggs, in his excellent study of Early American Perforating
Machines and Perforations concluded that imperforate-between varieties were
caused by misplacing the sheet too far to the left or right on the bed of the
perforator, and that such part-perforates could only occur on sheets of 200
stamps, 10 by 20 or 20 by 10. Accepting this as a possible fault of the Bemrose
machine it follows that this possibility may have been eliminated in the newer,
American-made machines used by the National Bank Note Co. in producing
the issue of 1861-67. Scott's Specialized U. S. lists no part-perforate varieties for
this issue and no true imperforate-between pairs or blocks have been seen by
the writer. Numerous singles imperforate either vertically or horizontally have
26 The Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26, No . 1



been recorded, especially on the 3c value, Figure B, but in this condition
the single copy is always suspect .

Figure C. Note the extremely "orrow "omp, caused by removol of the strips of stomp betwee" the rows of
double perforation s on each side.

Imperforate Horizontally, the True Variety
Assuming that the sma ller Nationa l rot ary perforators were so constructed

tha t partly perfo rated stamps could not occur and that a faulty entry of a pane
into the perforator could not be made, the small but ever present possibility
of human error remain ed. F igure D is a typical example of this . Imperforate
horizontally, th e block represents a pane that was put through the machine
in only one directi on, the operato r neglecting to re-enter th e pane for horizontal
punching. Cont ra ry to th e imperforate-between varietie s, in thi s instance the
full pane of 100 stamps lacked all horizontal perforations. Of the 1861 issue,
th e one cent and ten cent valu es are also Scott listed in pairs, imperforate
horizontally.

Such varieties, especially in blocks, are far from common and probably
should be classified as scar ce. Th e 1966 edition of Brookm an , Vol. 2, Fig. 47,
pictures an almost perfectly centered block of four , courtesy of H. R. Harmer,
Inc. In notation, Mr. Brookman sta tes that th e 3c value is known in a block
and a pair , both used and unused . It is inte resting to not e that his reference
to both the block and the pa ir is in th e singular . In add ition to this block and
the one in Figure D, th ere was a third block of four in th e Lilly sale of 1968.
It too was a top margin block but from a diff erent position than Figure D.
Wild Perforations

The so-called "wild perforations" so much in evidence in issues of the 20th
Century are seld om seen on copies of the 1861 series. The example on cover
in Figure E is only the second diagonally perforated "copy seen by the writer,
the other being a 3c value also on cover. It can be seen that the stamp pictured
is position # 1 from the right pane and was caused by an accid ental fold in
the pap er prior to perforati ng. It will be not ed that th e second row of, perfora
tions , partially conc ealed by th e cancellation, is also turning upward and to
the left.
Partial Failure to Print

The intaglio method of printing sometimes produced partial prints as in
Figure F and G. In the first illustration, on a cover used from Montgomery ,
Alab ama, a vertical str ip of three one cent stamps has an incomplete impres
sion on the right ( lower) side. Th is failure begins with the foliage under the
T he Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26. No. 1 27
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c
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v I

, .

' Ilur. E. Not. dl....n.1 row of perf. It low.. I.f ' corn.. of ....... p.rtI.Dy concNled by .......,It\orl.

right hand numeral 1 and grows increasingly wide as it proceeds down the
strip.
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Figure F. A def ect ively printed .trlp of Ic 1861 .tamp •. The right ha nd edge of the de. lgn i. missing. bein g
the lower ed ge of the strip, as pos ition&d on the coyer.

Printing from engraved plates in thi s period required manual inking as
well as wiping and polishing by hand. This process forced the ink into all
of the finest engraved lines as well as removed any excess amounts of ink.
Correct polishing of the inked plate in order to produce fine, sharp impres
sions required considerable experience and great skill . Obviously, an over
zealous wiping of th e pla te or careless polishing by a workm an with insuf
ficient experience cou ld remove too much ink from a portion of th e plate
leav ing part of th e image dry or free of ink. In Figure G the fau lt is even
more pronounced on an otherwise well printed stamp.

Figure G. The left hand ed ge of this Ie grilled
s'amp is an excellent exam ple of • "amp on ly
partially pr inted from a (probably) improperly wi ped
plat e.

Fig ure H. Tiny w hile are .. throughout a pfinted de ·
.ign, .uch as thl. Ic 1861 . tam p. Indicate printing
on too we' I pi pe r.

Anothe r possib le, but less likely, cause for this type of production var iety
was the use of paper inadequately dampened or paper showing dry spots
acquired in th e "seasoning" process. To achieve quality printing, the stam p
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Fil/ur. J. A touch.d up photo print of th. lc 1861 stlmp, showing the ..... most susc.ptibl. to d.fectiv.
printing on oyerly wetted paper.

paper needed to be uniformly dampened. It was difficult to effect pe rfect
moisture abso rption when dealin g with varying qualities of paper and using
the age-old method of hand we tt ing. One of the more commo n methods of
the hand wett ing process was stacking several sheets betwe en wet cloths,
topping the stack with weights to help the moisture permeate throughout and
periodically reversing the center and outside sheets to balance the moisture.
If th ese procedures were not carefully carried out, with the stamp paper corn
pletely covered by th e wet cloths and evenly weighted, it can be und erstood
that dry edges and isolated dry areas could result.

Even as dry paper could not pick up and retain th e required amount of
ink from some of the finely engraved areas of th e plate, paper that was too
wet tended to repel ink , especially in th e more heavily shad ed and solid areas
of design. This produced the num erous white spots often found on copies
of the one cent 1861. F igure H shows a strong example of this production
fault. A check through several hundred copies of th e one cent stamp revealed
num erous examples in varying degrees of intensity but constant in the areas
of occurrence. Th ese areas have been heavily accented in the retouched photo
enlargement, Figure J, indicating the solid areas where the ink was consistently
repelled on some of th e sheets.

Printing under wartime pressures and shortages coupled with the heavy
demand for stamps probably accounted for th e release to the post offices of
these inferior lrintings, which under more norm al circumstances would have
been destroye .

References
Morri s Fortgang, "T he Cen ten nial of U. S. Per forated Stamps," Perjormation Cent enn ial Book ,

U. S. Philat elic Mu seum, Ph iladelphia , 1957.
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John Eastman, Postage Stamps in the Making, 1948.
Jam es H. Baxter , Printi ng Postage Stamps by Lin e Engraving, America n Philatelic Societ y, 1939.
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EDITORIAL
As has been note d elsewhere in th is issue of th e Chronicle, the 1861 secti on

of this publicati on now stands by itself by the splitting off of the 1869 section,
which will be in the capab le han ds of Michael Laur ence. Needless to say , this
pleases this editor greatly, since we have lacked both ma te ria l to use and ex
pertise in the stamps of the 1869 issue. It should be noted that the title of this
sec tion will not change, since the 1861 stamps, mostly the gri lled versions, were
sti ll in use in 1869 until the new stamps we re issued, and , for th at matter, were
poss ibly in use aga in in 1870 for a few months unti l the banknote issue ap
peared.

W e are quite pleased to ha ve works of two authors new to this section
providing most of th e materi al on the 1861's for thi s issue. D an iel Knowles's id ea
of compi ling the PAID markings on the 1861 3c sta mp on a state basis is most
logical , an d it is hoped tha t other authors will wo rk up similar compilations
for their sta tes . Bert Christ ian's article on 1861 "freaks" fills a real gap in the
lit erature on thi s stamp and will undo ubtedly arouse a great deal of inte rest.

Several of our good fr iends are working on books which promise to be
definitive in their field s. One of these, on which th e write r is making some minor
contributions, will be a postal history of free franking and some colla teral aspects
of free mail in the United Stat es and colonial period. In work by T . A. Stevens,
the book will be mos tly postal history oriented , and sho uld go far to clear up a
subject usually poorly handled in both articles and au ction descr iptions. The
only major prev ious work, by th e lat e Edward Stern, was more of a cata log than
anything else. In connection wi th this subject, the author needs a good photo of
a pre-1800 pos tmas ter's fra nk fro m the U. S. government period , although a
colonial fra nk would also be of interest . Anyone owning such a frank should
communica te with eithe r Mr. Stevens or th e period editor.

R. B. Grah am
"PAID" CANCELLATIONS OF NEW YORK STATE
ON THE 3c STAMP OF 1861

DANIEL M. KNOWLES, M . D. (# 1092)

An interesting group of classic U. S. postal markings not often mentioned
in philat elic lit erature is the group of PAID markings on the 3c stamp of
1861. That these markings have not been more extensively studied is an enigma
considerin g that their accepted use by the post office department is an oddity.

The act of March 3, 1847, authorizing issuan ce of the first U. S. postage
stam ps, read in part:

An d be it fu rther enacted , tha t to faci litate the transportation of le tte rs by mail,
the Postmaster -Gen era l be au thorized to prepare postage sta mps. wh ich , whe n
a ttached to any letter or pac ket . sha ll be evidence of prcpayment of the postage
cha rgeable on suc h lett er . . .1

It should be clear from this sta tement that after Ju ly 1, 1847, the word
"PAID" cancell ing an adhesive stamp was a redundancy. It appears however
that tradition pro ved supe rior to the Postmaster-General and PAID markings
were not too uncommon eve n twenty years after that directive."

The most complete study of these ma rkings was published in 1955 by
George Linn: PAID Markings on the 3c Stamp of 1861. Mr . Linn classified the
PAID cancels by splitt ing them into twelve basic ca tegories which were then
further subdivided into 107 differ ent types . Thus, he described seventeen dif
fer ent typ es of PAID cance ls which consisted of straight line Roman lettering,
twenty types of PAID in circle cancels, etc . All known towns employing each
type we re th en listed ."

Mr. Linn reported 270 towns employing a PAID cancel on the 3c stamp
of 1861. Two hundred and five of these towns are located in five sta tes : Massa
chuse tts (100), Maine (30), Verm ont (30), New H ampshire (26), and New York
(19).2 My effort s change these figures subs ta ntially . These statistics will be
published at a future date.

The compilation of such a list is by its very nature incomplete, however
meticulous th e researcher . Mr . Linn could never know how complete his list
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" IN ARC
TY~E I TOWN - STATE: - DATE

TYPE I
C I RC L E
T YPE: I

C IRCLE
TYPE IV

PAID PAID PAID

PAID

GOTHIC
TYPE VI

PAID

GOTHI C
T YPE VII

G OTHI C
TYPE VIII

PAID PAID
nOMAN
TYPE I

HOMAN
T YPE II

ROMAN
TYPE: V

ROMAN

TYPE: "I

3 IN CIRCLE
TYPE II I

" IN C IRCLII:
TY" V

3 IN ': I RC L It
T YPE VIII

3 IN C.IRC LII:
TYPE XX I I

" IN C IRC LE
TYPE XXXI

Figure 1. JIIuslrlted here Ire III the mllor types of PAID kille .. (from Linn), seve one, which Ire known 10
hive been used by vuious towns of the SIlte of New York. All shown are known cancelling the 3c 1861
stamp. The one mlrking not shown is the Chenango Forks, N. Y. " PAID 10."

was and "new towns" were probably continually discovered by numerous col
lectors who failed to report them. That the latter is probably true is attes ted
by the fact that so few PAID cancels have be en reported in the phil atelic litera
ture. Aside from scatte red reports in the U. S. Cancellation Club News3 •

Q and
The Chronicle10 •

12 the author is not aware of any str ikingly significant contribu
tions from authors besides Mr. Linn.

By this paper the author hop es to contribute to the existing knowledge of
these markings originating in New York towns and to generate interest in this
area so that a more complete listing of such markings may be compiled .

George Linn listed 19 New York towns using a PAID killer." The author
has verified two of Linn's markings, has added seven additional markings from
his collection and has located three additional towns in recent auction catalogs.
Chester Wilcox (# 550) has kindly lent to the author six New York PAID canc els
from his collection for study. We thus arrive at a tot al of 35 New York sta te
PAID markings emanating from 34 towns.
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F1,Iur. 2. A 3c 1161 cov.r nll,ly ,leeI by I Chenlngo Fork., N. Y. "PAID 10" mlrklng. Such PAID Clnc.l.
with In incorporated r.ting num.ral other thin • "3" Ir. distinctly uncommon on ,h. 3c 1861 s'amp. Th.
lu,hor II IWlr. of only 'wo typ•• of PAID 1 cinc.i•. (Photo courtllY of Chll'.r Wilcox ).

Figur. 2A. A clo.. vl.w of thl
PAID/l0 mlrklng . (Photo courtesy of
Chll'.r Wilcox).

All 35 PAID cancels with their Linn types, measurements , and source of
reportage are listed in Tables I and II . Exact measurements are not ava ilable
on certain markings since the author was not able to examine all listed markings
personally. Drawings of each type reported for a New York town are found
in Figure 1. Th ese drawin gs are from Linn, who se cataloging system, being
flexible enough for coverage of nearly all markings and yet adequate to separate
the types, has been used here.P

The only marking not readily classifiabl e by the Linn system, th e "PAID/
10" marking of Chenango Forks , is illustrated in Figures 2 and 2A. Had Chenan go
Forks been located where it might have been a Canadi an mails exchange office
at some time or oth er, the reason for the "PAID/ IO" would be obvious, but
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TABLE

Linn

Knowles

Knowles

Wilcox

Wilcox

Linn

Siegel #401
lo t #1575

Wilcox

21-1

4 x 15.5

9-10 x 19-20

21

22

8.5 x 19

32

19

?

M EA SUREMENT
(mm .) SOUR CE

.~ .5 x 19 Linn

H anner 10/72
lo t #398

Zimmenna n # 26
lot #451

Knowles

Roman ty. VI

boxed PAID ty.?

T YP E

PAID in circle ty.

PAID 3 in circle ty. V

Rom an ty. I

Got h ic ty. VIII

PAI D 10 in circle

I' AID 3 in circle ry, III

Go th ic ty. VIII

T o wn- Stat e-Da te-PAID ty. I

PAID in circle ty. IV

PAID ty. ?

Ca mero n

Gowa nda

Camden

Cha mplain

Char lotte

Che na ngo Fo rks

Cohoct on

Avon

Delphi

Fishkill Landin g

Ge noa

TOWN

Allegany

9-10 x 19-20 Linn

5.5 x 19 Linn

21 Knowles

19 Linn

5.5 x 19 Linn

Great Valley

Holl ey

Honeoye

Hornell sville

Ithaca

J ay

Livingstonville

Marion

Moira

North Lawrence

North Shore

Ogdensburg

Peru

Plessi s

Plessis

Red Creek

Sherwoods

Valley Falls

Vienna

Weedsport

Wellsvill e

Wi'llsborough

Woodhull

Gothic ty. VIII

Roman ty. I

Roman ty. V

Rom an ty . V

PAID in circle ty.

Go th ic ty. VII

Go thic ty. VI

PAID 3 in circle ty. XXI

PAID 3 in circle ty. VIII

Roman t y , II

Rom an ty. V

PAID in circle ty. I

PAID 3 in arc ty. I

Gothic ty. VIII

Roman PAID 3 in circle ty. XXI

PAID 3 in circle ty. XXXI

PAID 3 in circle ty. XXXI

I' AI D 3 in circle ty. XXI

Gothic ty. VIII

Roman ty. V

PAID in circle ty. I

PAID 3 in circle ty. VIll

Roman ty. V

9-10 x 19-20

4 x 15.5

5.5 x 19

5.5 x 19

21

6.5-7 x 17-18

6.5 x 18

19-20

19

4 x 16.5

5.5 x 19

21

9 x 20

19.5

22

22

20

Linn

Wilcox

Linn, Knowles

Wilcox

Linn, Wilcox

Linn

Linn

Linn

Linn

Linn

Knowles

Linn

Linn

Knowles

Knowles

Wilcox

Linn

Linn, Knowles

the town is actually located near the southern border of New York state, in
Broome County, and just north of Binghamton. Consequently, the reason for
the PAID/l0 must remain as accidental or obscure, unless it was a survival
from the 1845-51 rate period.
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LINN
DESIGNATION

3 in ar~

Town-state-date

Circ le

Circle

Gothic

Gothic

Gothic

Roman

Roman'

Roman'"

Roman'

3 in circle

3 in cir cle

3 in circle

3 in circl e

3 in circle

TYPE

IV

VI

VII

VIII

II

V

VI

III

V

VIII

XXI

XXX I

TABLE 2

N . Y . T OW N S

Peru

Fishkill Landing

Ithaca , Ogden sburg, Wellsville.

Genoa

Livings to nvill e.

Jay.

Charlot te , Delphi, Great Valley , Pl essis, Vienna .

Champlain, Holley.

North Lawre nce.

Honeoye, Horncllsvil le. North Shore, Woodhull.

Allegany .

Cohocton.

Cam eron.

Moira , W iIlsborough .

Marion , Plessis, Valley Fa lls .

Red Cree k, Sherwoods.

It should be obvious that Linn 's listing of 19 towns for New York sta te is
far from complete. His list has been almost doubled by the searchings of two
collectors, and it would seem the list could be tripled with further help.

The author would like to add additional towns to thi s growing list . Col
lectors wishing to report, by copy machine product, or to lend examples not
reported here, are cordially invited to do so.

Footnote. and Reference.
I. Brookman , Lester , T he U. S. Postage Stamps of th e N ineteenth Century, 1966, vol. I.
2. Linn , George, T he PA ID Markings on th e Jc U. S. Stamp of 1861, 1955.
3. Wil son , "Cancels on the 3c 1861," USCC Quarter ly, 1953, 1:85.
4. Wilson, "Cancels on the 3c 1861," USCC Quarterly, 1954, 1:98.
5. Hazard , "A New Discovery in Cance lla tions," U. S. Cancellation Club N ews, 1956, 3:44.
6. R ussell , "Illinois Cancellations," USCC N ews, 1962, 6: 15, 18.
7. Russell , " Illinois Cance lla tions," usce Ne ws, 1963, 6:73·74.
8. Ru ssell , "Illinois Cancella tio ns," USCC N ews, 1963, 6:81·82.
9. Kesterson, J am es, "From Kesterson Collectio n," USCC N ews, 1966, 8:1·2 .

10. Wierenga , " Mich igan PAID's on U. S. # 65," T he Chronicle, 1969, 21:69·7 1.
I I. Weiss, "M arkings," Th e Chronicle, 1970, 22: 167·168.
12. Graham , " Markings," T he Chronicle, 1970, 22:70 ·73.
THE 1869 PERIOD (continued from page 39)

1869 NOTES
• Several additional covers have turned up, to supplement the census of

lOc 1869 covers used at the consular post office in Shanghai (Chronicle No. 80. )
Among them is a triple-rate cover from May 1870, a month earlier than any
others previously recorded . Since this was still more than a year after the 10c
1869 stamp went on sale in the U. S., even earlier covers may appear. We will
repo rt further on this .

• This editor is interested in seeing covers from the U. S. to the Brit ish
Isles du ring the first four months of 1870. Most of these will bear stamps of the
1869 series , but all covers that qualify, no matter what the stamps, will be well
received . A Xerox copy of the cover (both sides) is quite adequate .
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
MESSAGE FROM THE PERIOD EDITOR
Elsewhere in this issue, our general editor announces th e designation of a

new Chronicle section, devoted exclusively to the 1869 series. I was flattered to
be asked to edit this section, and happy to accept. My specific expe rtise involves
the 10e 1869 stamp, which I have followed and studied for some years. But
along th e way I have picked up a general knowledge of the entire 1869 series,
and as your editor I will strive conscientiously to repress my bias toward the
lOc yellow, and to treat all the different 1869 stamps equally, regardless of
denomination or color. However , for the first few months I am forced to deal
with material at hand, which will mostl y relat e to the lOc stamp.

Contributions and correspondence from 1869 specialists will be welcome.
For stamps as popular as th e 1869s supposedly are, very littl e ha s been written
about th em and much remains to be learned. I have several major projects in
mind, but th ey will require th e participation of other 1869 collectors. A new
section such as this one cannot succeed without the participation of collectors
who possess material or knowled ge that others would like to know about. Please
help if you can.
10c 1869 MULTIPLES
Figure 1 shows the largest 10e 1869 multiple known to me: a horizontal im

print block of 15. The positions here are 124-128, 134-138 and 144-148. We do
not know whether this block comes from plate 15 or plate 16, or whether from
a left or right pane.

Flgur. 1. Thl. imprint block of 15 I. the largest known lOe 1869 multlpl• .

Not too long ago , this piece was actually a square block of 25. Philip Ward,
who once owned it, wrote about it in the 26th Congress Book (1960): "The IOc
is rare [in block form] , and there was a perfect block of four with right shee t
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margin in the Atwood . collection. The largest block known to us is a square
block of 25, with full imprint at the bottom. This is ex Ackerman and now rests
in our collection." To my knowledge, Ward never exhibited this block, perhaps
because of the imperfect centering. Brookman apparently did not know of its
existence, and his observations about a straight-edged block of nine being the
largest multiple (volume two of the three-volume series, page 169) should be
corrected.

It is a sad but certain fact of philately that large multiples, over time, tend
to spawn smaller ones. Such diminishment is especially regrettable when it
occurs among classic stamps which may be plateable, but which have not yet
been plated. In the case of the Ward block of 25, the top ten stamps yielded a
block of six (104-106,114-116) and a block of four (107-108, 117-118).

Blocks of the 10c 1869 have long been deemed scarce. In his modest book ,
Classic United States Stamps, Carroll Chase recalled the days, before the start
of World War I, when collectors were just beginning to fancy blocks. Back
then , according to Chase, the 10c 1869 was for some time thought to be unknown
in unused block. Since that time, of course, a number has turned up. My records
show the following 12 blocks of four or larger. The first ten are unused, the
last two used:

1. The Ward block of 15, bottom margin with imprint, shown as figure 1.
2. A block of nine, straight edge at left, mentioned in the Brookman book

and last sold at public auction in 1971.
3. A horizontal block of six, originally part of the Ward block when it was

a block of 25.
4. Another horizontal block of six, apparently cut from a sheet with scissors,

since it bears a narrow margin beyond the right perforations. This was in the
Burrus collection.

5. A right arrow block of four , ex Caspary, This is presumably the arrow
block on which the Scott catalog listing is based.

6. A right margin block of four , showing half arrow at top.
7. A right margin block of four, ex West, illustrated in the Brookman book.
8. A right margin block of four , very well centered, most likely the "perfect

block" that Ward saw in the Atwood collection.
9. A well centered block of four from the Stem collection.
10. Another block of four, perfs cutting at bottom, this being the remaining

piece from the original Ward block of 25.
11. A used block of four , ex Gobie, sold in mid 1973. -
12. Another used block of four , from the Siegel rarity sale of 1970.
Note that used blocks are scarcer than unused. For most other 1869 de

nominations, I think that used blocks predominate. Another curiosity is the
relatively large number of margin, arrow, and position pieces. One assumes
that these more interesting blocks are hardier survivors than their non-margin
cousins, who tend, over time, to split into pairs and singles. Other 10c 1869
blocks surely exist, and your editor would like to learn about them. Do any
Route Agenes have similar listings for the other 1869 denominations?
24c 1869 STAMP USED IN CHINA
The Scott specialized catalog suggests that only a minority of the 1869

stamps saw duty at the Shanghai consular post office. China cancellations are
recorded in the catalog for just three stamps: the 2c, the 10c and the 3Oc.

This is misleading. More 1869s than these were used at Shanghai. Figure 2
is a photograph of a 24c 1869 stamp with a strike of the highly distinctive six
wedge cork killer used at Shanghai during 1870 and 1871. A tracing of another
strike of this killer was reproduced in Chronicle No. 80. This tracing is shown
here, lifesize, with its distinctive flaw indicated, as figure 3. The cancellation
on the 24c stamp shows the same six-wedge array, with the same distinctive flaw
marring two of the wedges. (The flaw may not show clearly in the photograph
in figure 2; it appears near three o'clock in the killer itself, in the right central
portion of the Trumbull painting.)
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Figure 1. A 14c 1869 beering the si".wedge
killer applied at the Shanghai consular pas'
office in 1870 and 1871.

figure 3. Tracing of another strilee of the
same killer, showing the distinctl.... flaw
across two of the wedges.

As is charac teristic with cork killers, this device produced a diff erent strike
virtually every time it was applied. Fi gure 4 shows yet an othe r strike, thi s one
from a lOc 1869 cover whose consular datestamp read s NOV 13 ( 1870 ) . Th e
dist incti ve flaw on this strik e shows at around two o'clock.

Note that on all three str ikes, there is grea t var iance in the width of the
negative ga ps between th e wed ges, and in the wid th of the ga p that comprises
the flaw itself . But in each instance, the positioning of the distinctive flaw re
main s consta nt. Th e explana tion here is that the cork wed ges on the killer
device expa nde d or contrac ted according to how hard th e clerk stru ck it to the
envelope .

1 ... . ' ; '

Figure 4. Another 1"lke of the Ii,,·
wedge killer. lugglstl"g thl vlrlety
of strikes 'hat th l. device produced.

Figure 5 shows a badly repaired cover from Shanghai to Vermont, bearing
a strike of th e same killer . Once aga in, the gap sizes differ , but the flaw remains.
This cover bear s a Shangha i consular datestamp of JU N 13 an d a San Francisco
receivin g mark (on reverse) of JUL 16. which indicate 1871 usage. Other
strikes of thi s six-wedge killer exist on ur.J ( .iiably genuine covers bearing the
Wc 1869 stamp from Sha nghai (a lso on a cover with three 2c 1869) , but figure
.5 is the only cover I know of wh ere this particular killer ties the stamp to the
cove r. Most of the Shanghai consular killers were so well struck that they do
not tie, and thi s is one of the fact ors that have prevented their bein g studied
mor e seriously.

Every knowled geable expe rt who has examined th e 24c stamp shown in
figure 2 ag rees th at it was genuinely used at the Shan ghai consular post office.
A list ing may never appear in Scott , because the catalog cancellation listings
are bas ed on full covers , not on loose stamps. No 24c 1869 cover from China
has been found, and it is doubtful that one ever will be. But th at doe sn't mean
the stamp wasn't used th ere.

I suspect th at oth er 1869 stamps-besides the 2c, lOc, 24c and 30c-were
also used in China. Records of stamp shipments to Shan ghai have never been
locat ed . Becau se of the unique nature of the U. S. consular postal operation,
ordinary sour ces of information yield little. Nevertheless, I would guess that
most of th e 1869s-perhaps all denominations-were actually used in China,
and still exist today as single stamps, unrecognized in collectors' albums. The
~8 The Chronicle I February 1974 I Vol. 26. No . I



NEW BOOK ON 1869 PROOFS AND ESSAYS
In recent years, the Collectors' Club of Ch icago has published an admirable

series of hardbound books relating to classic U. S. stamps and covers. At least
two of these bear parti ally (but not totally) on the 1869 period. Now we will
have a thir d, this one devoted exclusively to the 1869s. The author is a fellow
member of thi s society, Fred P. Schueren ( RA 662 ) and th e tentative title of his
book is T he U. S. 1869 Issue-An Essay-Proof History. The work is based on a
series of art icles Schueren wrote a few years back for the Essay-Proof Journal.
No new cuts will be mad e, but the entire series is being re-edited for book
publication, which is planned for some time this year . The foundation of thi s
study is the collection and expertise that won Schuerin the Brazer memorial
trophy for 1968. The book will contain useful background information ex
plaining peculiarities in the awarding of the printing contract for the 1869
series, and will illustrate examples of virtually all th e 1869 proof and essay
material now known to exist. Barbara Mueller is the editor on the project, and
that should speak for itself. Five hundred copies will be printed. Interested col
lectors can send advance orders ($17.50 per copy, $22.50 deluxe) to The Col
lectors' Club of Chicago, 1029 N. Dearborn Street , Chicago, Illinois 60610.

The entire Collectors' Club series has been so well done, and has proved
so useful to collectors of U. S. classic stamps, that one awaits this new publica
tion with special eagerness. Too bad these books are so expensive, but the
economics of the publishing business demands high cover prices on works that
sell in small numbers. Indeed, the entire C. C. C. series has never paid for itself
at all, being endowed by a bequest from a deceased member, who was in
terested in assuring the continuing publication of library-quality books devoted
to classic U. S. philatelic subjects.

(Continued on page 35)
Figure 5. Ineptly repllreel IDe 1869 cover from Shlnghll to Bennington, Vermont, June 13, 1871. Thll II hlrdly
In exhibition p.eee, but it il the . only cover known to the luthor wherein the lix-wedge killer IctuIUy tiel
the Itlmp. Thul it II In IIlentlli reference item to prove the Iuthentieity of the klllir. Dlltlnctive f1lw Ihowl
elelrly in the lower lef, qUldrant of the Itamp.

definit ive answer must await a thorough study of the doz en or so distinctive
cork killer devices that were used at the Shanghai consular post office during
the lat e 1860s and throughout the 1870s. My hope is that th e seve ral specialists
in this field can be induced to open their albums for us, so that we can publish
this useful and needed inform ation.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION MAIL TO NON-MEMBER COUNTRIES
CHARLES J. STARNES

When the General Postal Union treaty! (Universal Postal Union in 1878)
terms went into effect 1 July 1875, mail from the United States to countries
outside of the Union was handled in two ways. One routing was by "direct
mail" to destination, not using the intermediate services of other member coun
tries-as to Newfoundland, certain Central and South American countries,
Caribbean islands, Australia or Hong Kong or Japan via San Francisco, etc.
No accounting was made to the Union. The second routing utilized the mail
services of member countries-per British mail , Danish mail, German mail,
etc.-at total rates set by agreement between the U. S. Post Office and the
transit member. This mail was handled under specific Treaty regulations. On
prepaid mail, the United States retained only the Union rate (5cj1J oz.) and
credited the balance, in francs and centimes (at 1 franc equivalent to 20c)
to the Union member responsible for transit.

Several covers are shown to illustrate the handling of this type of mail.
As a special added feature, the first two examples are Departmental items
showing the first recorded cover uses of the 24c and SOc Navy stamps. These
values are not catalogued on cover, were not in the past great collections of
Knapp, Ackerman, Hughes, and Waud, and are not mentioned in the con
siderable Departmental literature available to the author.

Cov., ,

1. Washington, 11 Sep.-New York City, 27 Sep.-London, 7 Oct. 187(6)
Montevideo, Uruguay. An official cover to Commodore Caldwell at Montevideo,
franked with the 24c Navy, intended to pay the 23clJ oz. rate, U. S. Pkt via
Brazil'' (1 Jul. 1875- ?). This was the only rate given in the U. S. Mail & Post
Office Assistant, July-Dec. 1875, and the United States Official Postal Guide of
April 1876. There was, however, another rate to Montevideo, 27c/*oz. by British
mail (1 Jul. 1875- 1 Jul. 1880), and this was the only one given in the Postal Guide
tables of foreign rates for April 1877, together with the following notice:

Argentine Confederation, Paraguay, and Uruguay.
Reliable and regular mail communication with the above places is via England

in British mail , but is occasionally had via Rio de Janeiro through the Brazil Post
Department.
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Apparently the direct mail route was faltering at the date of this cover, for ,
16 days after leaving Wa shin gton , this letter was processed through the New
York excha nge office as fully paid at the 27c British mail rate, as shown by
the red NEW YORK 1.10 (1 franc 10 centimes, 22c credit to Britain ) and red
LONDON PAID. Th e black ringed "20" is believed to be Uruguay local postage
due ."

Cover 2

2. Washington, 8 Jan.-New York City , 10 Jan.-London, 22 Jan. 1877
Rio de Jan eiro, 15 Feb. An official cover to Commodore Caldwell at Rio de
Janeiro , frank ed with a 12c and 30c Navy to pay th e double rate to Brazil by
British mail , 21c/ Jk>z. (after Apr. 1876-1 JuI. 1877).4 The red crayon "160/2"
shows a double-rate credit to Britain of 160 centimes, 32c, the United States
retaining only the Union rate, 2x5c.

/

Cover 3

3. Lower Waterford, Vt., 30 Aug.-New York City, 3 Sep, 1878-London,
16 Sep .-Capetown and Wellington , 14 Oct. A 15c Continental, silk-fiber paper,
paying the current rate to the Cape Colony by British mail, 15cj1~oz. Th e red
double circles, NEW YORK 50, show the cred it to Britain, 50 centimes-vlflc.

4. New York City, 30 Sep .-London, Oct. 1875-SEA POST OFFICE 8, 5
NOV.-Ca lcutta. Two IDe and a Ie Continental paying the current British via
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Southampton ra te to In dia, 21c/~oz . Red crayon "SO" cred it to Britain-SO
centimes, l6c-United Sta tes reta ining the Sc Union rate.

# I
,'\-"" .., ~~ {", ,,,,I t,.:....

,
.. .. to

~

Cover 4

.
t! (~. c .... .

C: t ,

5. Ohio, 9 Oct.-New York Citv, 12 Oct .-SEA POST OFFICE S, 5 NOV.
Nellore, 22 Nov.-Oregole, 23 Nov. IS75. Ten cents, 3c, three 2c and a Ic
Continental were used to pay th e old 20c rate to India, North German
Union mail, direct via Brindisi, whi ch was lowered to 17c/)~oz . by German
mail on 1 July IS75 . Accordingly, the New York office credited Germany with
only 60 centimes, 12c ( red cray on "60" in lower left comer) , pocketing the Sc
Union rate and the 3c overpay.

By a rare coincidence, covers 4 and 5, surviving all these yea rs, have th e
identical dated Sea Post Off ice backstamp-thus they were on the same mail
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run from Suez." Although cover 4 left New York 12 days earlier, time was lost
on the Southampton-Gibraltar-Suez route vs. Germany-Brindisi by rail , and
steamer to Suez route by German mail.

I U. S. Sta tures at Large , 19, 577-624.
2 For a h istory of thi s ro u te, see G. H argest , Chronicle 80, 239-41.
3 A fully paid 'lJc banknote cover to Montevideo in 1878 is illustrated by D. Norona, Cyclopedia
of U. S. Postmarks, Vol. II, Ar t . 28, 14. It has a "1l 0" credit ma rking of di fferent style, but
th e same ri nged "20" . A Ic overp ay cover to Buenos Ayres (ra tes to Ar gentina, Pa ra guay, and
Uruguay were the same) in 1875 is shown by Waud, Chronicle 79: 173. It bears th e same " 1.10"
but no ringed "20".
4 Rate"was changed from 27c in the April 1876 Postal Guide to 21c in the Apr il 1877 issue.
5 The Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. H . E. Lobdell , 14th Ame";can Ph ilat el ic
Congress, 67-75.
ASHBROOK U.S. 1851 U.S. 1890

SPECIAL SERVICE

I have a few high quality reprints of
th is excellent philatelic study of covers
and stamps. The original service sold
for $700, and was only available to a
very few .

This reprint is on bond paper, and
the re production of the text and photos
is superior to the origi nal. This reprint
is not to be confused with the inferior
copying mach ine reproduction was made
several years ago .

PRICE - $200.00

WILLIAM O. BILDEN
801 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis, Minn. 55403

FANCY CANCELS
BOUGHT and SOLD

ASK FOR A SELECTION OF

OUR APPROVALS. WE ALSO

STOCK EARLY U.S. COV ERS.

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

u.s. PHILATELICS CO.
Box 42818

Evergreen Park, III. 60642

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We speci alize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. Bo.ton, M•••. 02101
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
RAILROAD MARKINGS
(1) RAILROAD WAY

Our feature cover photograph for this issue, courtesy of Richard Grah am,
shows bl ack RAILROAD W AY marking in 30 x 21 oval on cove r with US 65
addressed to Utica, N. Y. Cover also carries a black Det roit double circle town
marking with concentric circle killer.

This marking is still listed in th e T tnole-Mesjer Catalog as T-6 since no
further conclusive evidence has been un earthed as to th e reason for its use.
Further study, however , indicat es that at least a porti on of the comm ents
concerning thi s marking on page 328 of the catalog may be erroneous.

. " " i '", , ....

. ! ....
" ',\
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<UI 4~!~
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Files on this marking indicate inform ation on four covers and all collectors
are urged to report or send in for cataloging and return the examples of thi s
marking in th eir collections to assist in unravelling thi s mystery.

Or igin Destinat ion Ot her M arking Stam p Dat e
(I) Grand Rapids, Mich . Detro it , Mich. No ne U5B 3·12·69
(2) ? Ca na nda igua , N. Y. Det roit de 65 Mar. 31·?
(3) Gree nsboro, Va. Detroit de U59 Feb . 26·(
(4) Utica, N . Y. Detroi t de 65 Jan. 22·(

Accord ing to Henry Meyer's not es the mark WAY in any per iod accounts
for the manner in which a lett er got into the post office wher e it ente red
themail .bein g brou ght in by a carrier hauling closed pouches to which he
had no access. It had no bearing wh atever on the handling of the letter aft er
it once ente red th e mail: from that point on it was normal ordinary mail. The
letter could have been sent on for delivery in any place to whi ch the mails
operated or it could have been addressed for delivery in the city of the post
office where it en te red th e mail. Until 1863 the car rier got a one cent fee for
bringing th e letter but from Jul y 1, 1863 on he no longer received any thi ng.

From conside ra tion of cove r (1 ) and of an opinion of th e not ed Michigan
collector Don H eath, the RAILROAD WAY markin g is found on mail origin at 
ing on or along Route 611, the Detroit & Milwaukee ( Grand Trunk Western)
R. R. between Grand H aven and Detroit. It is interesting to note that this
route had agents working mail from about 1856 on . Route markings are known
in th e ea rly period until 1861 and in the banknote period after 1871 but
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no markings have been located in the period of the sixties. Mr. Heath stated
the opinion that the RAILROAD WAY marking was applied on the Grand
Trunk mail car. If this is so, then the marking could have been a route agent's
marking in the late sixties.

Among unanswered questions concerning this marking are these:
(a) Was the marking applied by a route agent on the Detroit & Milwaukee
Railroad train or by a clerk in the Detroit post office handling the pouched
mail? Normally, if the term WAY carries its usual meaning, the latter would
have been the case. If the marking was applied by the route agent why do
so many of these covers carry a Detroit marking? From limited evidence it
appears that on the only cover on which RAILROAD WAY cancels the stamp
there is no Detroit marking, and on the covers on which RAILROAD WAY
does not cancel the stamp there is a Detroit marking. However it must be
pointed out that in the first case the letter was for Detroit delivery.
(b) WAY marking was employed after the normal period of use and the
reason for application is unknown. However, there are other examples of late
use of WAY, such as Bostona Way (steamboat) in the 1867-69 period, Mays
ville (Ky.) Way in 1872 and San Francisco WAY in 1868, 1881, and 1894.
Why was the term WAY used on mail apparently brought in from trains that
carried route agents who were entitled by the regulations to sort and postmark
mail?
(c) Was RAILROAD WAY applied to all letters received uncancelled from
trains at the Detroit post office during this period or solely from Detroit &
Milwaukee R R trains as present evidence indicates?

Only by further research and examination of additional covers can these
questions be resolved and assistance of our readers is solicited.
(2) Remele Catalog

C12-b(705-A-2} Tl <556-D-l}
In line with the continuing program to update Remele catalog we offer

the following material:
(a) B 7 S: B. D. R R TITUSVILLE 2D LINE-28 mm. Black, 1857-1861.

From two examples of this marking recently submitted-one of which was
pre-1OO1 with US26 and one a patriotic cover from the Civil War period but
both addressed to same party-we have derived a complete tracing of this
marking to supplement the catalog listing.
(b) C 12-b: CHICAGO & Miss. R R-32 mm. Red, 1851-1857. ,

From an example on a Sept. 20, 1855 cover submitted by Mr. Willard we
offer a more complete tracing but unfortunately still not a perfectly clear strike
and lacking the center slug. Scarcity factor for this marking should be changed
to "very rare" as three examples are now known.
(c) T 1: TER HAUTE & ALTON R R-36 mm. Black, 1857-1861.

This marking, which by way of interest is on a patriotic cover, is now in
your editor's collection and we offer a more recent tracing to supplement the
Dr. Chase tracing used by Remele in the catalog.
(3) Towle-Meyer Catalog:

Through the cooperation and assistance of Messrs. Ahrens, Baker, Finger
hood, Leet, Spelman and Willard we are able to offer the following addenda
and listing for Towle-Meyer Catalog.
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Plate XXXIV

103-C- 1

42-A-l 101-3-1 337-K-l

E
121-E-1

695-E-l667-F-l

522-5-7485-C-l

f.r tI. 1? J?e.:~

~.:y
653-E-l

C.H.&'I.R.R.
FEB
1

1881
\.O"'WOOD%N.'O . .

657-5-1

780-A-1

245-A-2

I .P.&C.R.W.
.AuG ~8 18

CA55VlLLE

620-K-l
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Addenda
35-S-6: New year date- WYD 1866.
41-S-7: New year date-WYD 1868.

U5-I-1: New year date-1879.
121-E-l: New year dat e- 1884; add E killer (see plate XXXIV) .
238-F-1: With N in place of X at bottom of marking.
381-A-2: In black-new year date- 1870.
652-E-1: New year da te 1882.
653-S-3: New year dat e-WYD 1878.
694-D-1 : New color-blue, Sixties.

Plate XXXIV
Vermont

42-A-I: 26 black, Banknote. 10 (Cambridge J unct ion & Burlington).
(See Chronicle 72-Elirnina te refere nce to deletion of headi ng informat ion since
marking ha s been loca ted for Rou te 42) .

44-F- I : Manuscri p t, For ties. 30. (T roy &: Ru tland R .R.) (W ith US #1 ) .
New York

101-J-I : Ma nuscript, WYD 1863. 15. (Ogdensburg R .R .) .
103-C-I : 25 bl ack. Ban knote. US kill er . 12. (Syracuse Nor thern) .

New Jersey
245-A-2: 26Y2 black. Banknote. 16. (Freehold & J amesburg Agricu l tu ra l) .

South Carolina
337-K-I : 24 black . 1868. 10.

Texas
485-C- I: 26 black , Banknot e. 9. (Int ern a tiona l & Great Northern).

Kentucky
522-S-7: 22Y2-14Y2 D. Circle. black, WYD 1867. 15. (Ken tucky Cen tra l) .

Ohio
556-H -I: 25Y2 blue. Banknote. 2. (Cleveland & Indianapolis) .

Michigan
620-K-I : 26Y2 blue, W YD 1880. 4. (Fort Wayne & Ci ncinnati) .

Indiana
653-£-1: Manuscript, Fifties. 24. (Lafayette & Ind iana polis-Ind iana) .
653-F- I: 26Y2 blue, Banknote. 3. (Ch icago & Cinci nnati Day) .
657-S-I: (28 x 16 ?) R ectangle, bl ue. WYD --. Bankno te. Pa r ti a l. 15. (Ind ianapo lis. Peru k

Chicago) .
658-S-2: Sh ield, blue, WYD 1881. 12. (Cincinna ti, H amilton & Indi an apolis) .
667-F-I: 26Y2 bl ack, 1873. Pa rt ia l. 9. (Cairo & Vince nnes) .

Illinois
695-£-1: 24 blue , Six ties . Partia l. 5. (Galesburg to Quin cy) .

Iowa
Catalog Route: 780: Des Moines, Ia.-Cainesville, Mo. via DES MOINES,

OSCEOLA & SOUTHERN R. R.
Route Agents: Des Moines-Osceola, Ia. 1883-1 clerk; Des Moines-Decatur, Ia.

1884-1 clerk; Des Moines, Ia.-Cainesville, Mo. 1885-1 clerk (U7 miles) .
Markings: 780-A-1: 27 black, WYD 1885. 4.

Wisconsin
845-D- I : 26 black, 1886. 3. (Fort Howard & W in on a) .

Kansas
911-1-3: 27 bl ack. YWD 1886. I. (Kansas City & Pueblo Night Li ne) .
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free SpecieI Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COM PLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpa id ..__._._. .__. .__.__._ $10 .00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592 , BATH, N.Y. 14810
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
THE LAST SAILING IN JULY 1870 BY THE HAMBURG-AMERICAN
LINE PACKETS FROM NEW YORK

WALTER HUBBARD

Although the cover illustrated and described on page 38 of Chronicle no.
73, and reprinted here ( Figures A and B), left New York on a packet of the
Hamburg-American Line, it reached Dresden without getting one of the red ,
boxed HAMBURG (da te) FR ANCO arrival marks. This seems capable of
explana tion , as evide nce from the contemporary London press suggests th at
th e mail on this trip, from New York on July 19, was not handled in the normal
way.

--B, t!8tMn, ...,

--8fta;(j~',

Figure A.

The ordinary routine, sailing from New York on Tu esdays, was to land
the British mails at Plymouth, the French mails at Cherbourg, and the German
at Hamburg, but on th e second trip in July all the mails were landed at
Plymouth, and it is a reasonable assumption th at those on the third would have
been dealt with in a similar way .

Holsatia sailed from New York on July 12 and arrived at Plymouth on
Jul y 22. There she landed 80 sacks of mails for En gland, France and Hamburg
to be forwarded by train to London. On July 25, her sailing ord ers were can
celled and th e remainder of her passengers land ed to be forw arded to Ham
burg via London. No doubt her Hamburg mails had already been dealt with
in a similar manner . She quite certainly did not go to either Cherbourg or
Hamburg, as she stayed at Plymouth for nearly a month before going to Greenock
( in Scotland) until th e seas we re safe again.

Th ere was prob ably no alterna tive. France had declared war on Prussia
three days before H olsatia arrived at Plymouth, the French navy had forces
far superior to anything the Germany of 1870 could put into th e English
Channel or the North Sea , and last , but not perhaps least, the lighthouses and
bu oys at the en trance of th e Elbe had been removed . Th ese difficulties would
not ha ve become less when the packet sailing from New York on July 19 became
due at Plymouth abo ut a week later.
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Figure B.

On this last tri p, The Times correspondents at Plymouth and New York are
completely silent, and it may be th at this had been imposed upon them on
the grounds of secur ity. Be th at as it may, th ere would not seem much room
for doubting th at her sacks of mails, like Holsatia's , would have been landed
in Britain. In th at case, they wou ld have been sent to Lond on and forwarde d
to Germany by th e British service, getting on arriva l, not a red , boxed Ham
burg mark, but one of the AUSGABE distributing office marks that th e cover
from Chronicle no. 73 has on the reverse.

It would be interesting to see other examples of mail carried on either
of these trips-there must have been quite a lot of letters in all tho se bags.

References
Th e Chronicle of th e U. S. Classics Posta l Issues no. 73.
Th e Tim es of 1870.
THE HIGHER FULLY PREPAID BRITISH MAIL RATE TO
FRANCE-1 870-1 875

GEORGE E. HARGEST

One of th e most complicated situations in all postal history arose when,
on 1 November 1871, the Postmaster General changed regulat ions to allow a
fully prep aid Briti sh mail rat e to France based upon a single rate of J~ ounce.
The U. S.-British convention of 3/14 December , 1869, effec tive 1 January 1870,
provided for an international rate of 6c per 15 grams. This was divided 2c for
the inland postage of each country and 2c sea postage. Since all packets leavin g
the United States were under contract to the U. S. Post Office Department,
this resulte d in a ra te of 4c per 15 grams to the British frontier. The difficulty
was , however , th at th e United States post offices were not equippe d to weigh
in grams. This resulted, therefore, in having th e rates by British mail converted
to rates per half ounce. Since th e half ounce weighs only 14.18 grams, th ere
was a discrepancy of over half a gram between th e half ounce ra te and th e rate
prescrib ed by the convention of 1.5 grams.

All of the local post offices, even the general post office and the branch
offices, in cities like New York and Boston where exchan ge offic es we re located,
were required to weigh letters according to regulations, in half ounces , while
the exchange offices in those same cities were required to rate letters accord-
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ing to the convention, at 15 grams per single rate. Thus, a discrepancy existed
in the ra tin g of margin al weight letters between the local post offices and th e
exchange offi ces.

The U. S.-British convention effect ive 1 January 1869, provided , as had
the convention effective 1 January 1868, a single U. S. rate per 15 grams. The
additional articles to th e 1869 convention, however, had also provid ed a rate
from England to France on U. S. mail of 8c per 7~ grams. ' This was the then
current international rate between Fr ance and England. This rate was to progress
for every 7~ grams or fract ion thereof. In 1869 th e U. S. postage was 10c per
15 grams to which wa s to be added th e Anglo-French rate of 8c, for a total
rate of 18c. This rate, however , could not be used until th e U. S.-French con
vention expire d. On 1 Janu ary 1870 the U. S.-French convention expired, and
on the same dat e a new U. S.-Briti sh convention became effective, which
reduced the U. S. postage from 10c to 4c per half ounce or 15 grams. This
resulted in rat es to F rance, the progression of which was 4c per 15 ' grams
for U. S. postage, and 8c per 7Jf grams for Anglo-French postage. Although
this was th e onl y po ssibl e full y prepaid ra te to France after 1 January 1870,
th e U. S. Postmaster General never changed regul ations to make it available
on letters to France. The New York exchange office, however , sent some letters
to France at these rat es by crediting England wi th 8c (or multiple thereof),
whe n th e prepayment of posta ge was of sufficient amount. Since thi s rate wa s
never announced , and was not known to be availab le by local postm asters or
th e public, this author has termed it a "phantom" rate." Covers showing it are
extremely rare.

On 1 July 1870 a new Anglo-French convention became effective. This
convention reduced the intern at ional ra te between France and Gr eat Britain
from 40 centimes, or 4 decim es (8 cents) per 7Jf grams, to 30 centimes, or 3
decimes (6 cents) per 10 grams. The U. S. postage remained the same, i.e., 4c
per 15 grams, but th e Anglo-French rate becam e 6c per 10 grams on letters
from th e United Sta tes . Alth ough this new rate was avail abl e on 1 July 1870,
th e Postmaster General did not alter regulations to allow its use, and there wa s
no publicat ion of the ra te until the November 1871 issue of the U. S. Mail and
Post Office Assistant . The New York exchange office, however , occasionally
used thi s rate to send some letters to France by crediting England with a large
numeral "6 ."

The November 1871 issue of the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant , page 2,
contained th e following announcement;

Post Office Depar tm en t
Office of Foreign Mails

Washing ton . D.C.. Octob er 28. 1871
Inasmuch as correspo nden ts in the Un ited Sta tes are su bjected to inconven ience

because of their in ability, since th e abroga tion of the Postal Conve nt ion with
Fran ce , to fu lly prepay th e postage on letters for France and Algeri a . th e Post 
master Gen eral has de cided to so modify th e existing regulation s govern ing th e
co llection of postage th ereon as to pe rm it the prepayment in full to destinati on of
th e postage on suc h letters for France and Alger ia. as ma y hereafter be forw arded
through the Brit ish m ail s.

No tice is th erefo re given tha t the foll owing pr ep aid ra tes of postage are in
full o f all charges to desti nation on letters for France and Alger ia. forwarded via
England.

For leiters not ex ceedi ng one -th ir d ounce in weight . 10 cents; exceed ing one 
th ird . but not over one -ha lf ounce. 16 cen ts; exceedi ng on e-half, but not over
two-third ou nce. 20 cen ts ; exceedi ng two-th ird . bu t not over one ou nce, 26 cent s;
and so on , adding fo ur cen ts for each half ou nce for Un ited States and ocean
posta ge. and 6 cents for each one -th ird ounce for British and Fre nch posta ge.

Th is m od ification of th e ex isting regul ati on does not in ter fere wi th the mailing
of leiters for Fra nce and Algeria . eithe r who lly unpaid . or partiall y prepaid. th e
United Sta tes in la nd and sea postage of 4 cen ts per sing le ra te of half an ou nce .

By order of th e Postmaster -General.
Joseph H . Blackfan

Superintendent of Foreign Mails.

The above scale of rates appeared in every subsequent issue of the U. S.
Mail and Post Office Assistant at least until the issue of March 1875. They were
designated in a footnote referred to as "CC ." The post offices in the United
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States which used balances, which included most of th em, were forced to pro
vide th emselves with Mounce weights, if letters to France were to be p rop erly
weighed . If the number of mis-rated covers is an indication, it is feared tha t
many failed to do so, and "guessed at" the weight of on e-th ird ounce.

While the local post offices weighed letters at ~ and )£ ounce, the exchange
offices were required by the conventi on to weigh letters in terms of 15 and
10 grams. The schedule of ra tes made it fairly easy for th e postmasters to rate
letters not over one ounce, but on heavier letters, the postmasters were on their
own in calculat ing the postage.

T abl e I gives the U. S. and Anglo-French weights in ounces and gra ms,
as charged in terms of the number of rates, at th e local offices and at the
exchange offices.

Ounces
.Y2

Y2 1
I .. . 1Y2
1Y2 .. 2

Grams
. . 15

15 . . .30
30 .. 45
45 .. .60

U.S. Postage
N o. of Hates

I
2
3
4

Table I
Local Offices
11.S. Postage

(;rnm.r;
. . . 14.18

14.18- 28.35
28.35-42.50
42.50-56.70

A nglo-Fren ch
Grams

. .9,45
9,45-1 8.90

18.90-28.35
28.35-37.80
37.80-47.50
47.50-!i1l .70

Exchange Offices

IV O. o f R ai l'S
I
2
3
4

.Vo . of Rai l'S
I
2
3
4
5
II

A ngl o-Fren ch Postage
(; ra llls N o . of R at es

... 10 I
10 ... 20 2
20 . 30 3
30 .. 40 4
40 . . .50 5
50 60 fi

Care of Messrs. MUNROE & CO.

J,
PAR IS .

I .

Figuro 1
This lottor wos pos'od In New York where 'he pos ,al clerk cal culeted the postage. Since ,h. I. " or weighod
over an ounce, but not over an ounce and a half, the United States postage was found to be 3 rates of 4c
each, or 12c. For Anglo-Fre nch postage, the le't er weighed ever 1 1/3, but not over 1 2/3 ounces, wh ich re..
quired 5 rit es of 6c each or 30e, for ill tota l postage of 42c . At the e xchange oHice the letter Wil l weighed in
grams. Since it weighed over 30, but not over 45 gr~ms, the United States postage was ~Iso 3 rates of 4c ,
or 12c. For Anglo-French postage the letter weighed over 30 , but not over 40 grams , and requ ired only 4
rates of 6c, or 24c . The New York office marked it in red crayo n, "24/3" indi cating a credit to Great Brita in
of 24c , ov er 3 United States rates.
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Figure 1 illustrates a letter which was posted in New York, either at the gen
era l post office, or at one of the branch post offices. This letter actually weighed
over 37.8, but not over 40 grams. The clerk who received this letter note d that
it was addressed to Pari s and endorsed to be sent "via England." It could,
therefore, be sent in th e op en mail, wholly unpaid, or prepaid only to England.
It also could be sent in th e British mail fully prepaid to destination. Th e latter
route was selected . The clerk computed the postage in ounces , according to
regul ations. Since th e letter weighed over one ounce, but not over one and
a half ounces, three Unite d States rates of 4c were char ged , amo unting to 12c.
To this was added th e Anglo-French postage. The letter weighe d over one
and one-third, but not over one and two -thirds ounces, and, th erefore, required
5 rates of 6c, or 3Oc. Thus, th e total postage was 42c. A 12c and a 30c "National"
were affixed to th e letter and cancelled" with a smu dgy New York Foreign
Ma il cancellation. The letter was then forw arded to the exchange office.

At th e excha nge office th e lette r was weighed in grams, as was required
by the conventions. Since the letter weighed over 30, but not over 45 gra ms,
it was charged with three United States rates of 4c for a postage of 12c. As
the letter weighed over 30, but not over 40 grams, it was charged with 4 Anglo
French rat es of 6c, or 24c. The United States postage was ret ained, and the
letter was marked in red crayon "24/ 3," indicating a cred it to Grea t Britain of
24c, over 3 United Stat es rates . Th e New York exchange office also applied
in red a circular NE W YORK PAID ALL/BR. TRANSIT marking da ted 18
September , which in 1873, was a Thursday. The only mail ships sailing from
New York on Thursdays were those of the Hambur g-American line, which
carried mail to Plymouth, Cherbourg, and Hambur g." This letter was put off
at Plymouth and sent to th e London office, which marked it with a London
"PAID" marking and also a "PO" in red, emphasizing that the letter was paid
to destination. The letter was forwarded to France where it received a double
circle ANGL./AMB . CALAIS marking in black dated 30 September 1873. These
markings are typical of letters sent in British mail to France.

Although much mail was sent to France fully prepaid in the British mail,
cove rs for th e most part show the lOc ra te for letters not over )~ ounce. Covers
showing the high er rates are seldom seen , and covers showi ng rates in excess
of thos e in th e published schedule are , indeed , scarce.

Footnotes
1 Brit ish and Foreign State Papers, vol. LVII I. p. 86. See also 38th American Philatelic

Cong ress Rook , p. 102.
~ H argest , George E.. Th e H istory of I .et ter Post Commutlication Between th e United States

1I1Id Europe. 1845- 1875. p . 108. See also T he Collectors Club Philatelist , vol. 42. No. 6. November
1963. pp . 333-344.

3 Van Vlissingen , Arthur & w aud . Morrison. N eu: York Foreign Mail Cancella tions. p . 20 ,
Probably m arki ng A I.

4 U. S. Postal Gu id e, July 1873. p . 34.
CORRECTION
An error in th e article "Further Notes on Mails Between th e United Stat es

and th e West Coast of South America" by J. V. Woollam in Chronicle 80 should
be corre cted . Page 238, line 2: "IX' is wrong; the text should read "and to 1 + 2
in th e rem ainder," etc.
EXCHANGE MARKINGS ON MAIL TO B. N. A.
The exchange marking on th e illustrated cover was in common use. It is

an arch sty le measuring 31 x 19mm. and reads UD STATES 6d in heavy serifed
capitals. Examples are recorded from Jun e 1856 through May 1859. Th e mark
ing was usua lly struck in black, although blue was occasio nally used in the
ea rly period. Covers with this handstamp are known originating at Buffalo;
therefore Buffalo is establishe d as the office of use . Use of th e marking was ,
of course, restricted to unpaid mail.

The cover shown was mailed at WARSAW/N. Y./JUN 20 ( 1856) , with
only a 3c stam p. Apparently the Warsaw postmaster was inadequately informed
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about mail to Canada. He knew the rate was lOe, and rated the letter in
manu script "7" cents due, but did not know that this action was improper
because part payment could not be accepted. Th e Buffalo exchange office,
following regulations, ignored both the stamp and the "7" and rated the letter
6d due by striking the appropriate exchange marking, in this instance in blue.

These notes have so far brought an encour aging response. Until there
is time to write individu al replies, I'd like to use this wa y to thank those who
have sent information and comments.
CORRECTION - NORTH ATLANTIC S. S. CO. SAILINGS
Walter Hubbard has called attention to errors in the "Errata" on page 57

of Chronicle 77, which putatively rectified incorrect sailing dates in Chronicle
54 and the Hargest book. Please consider these "Errata" inoperative and note
the following corrections:

Chronicle 54:35, Table of North Atlantic S. S. Co. sailings:
Adriatic sailing 6/7/60 should read 6/ 2/60.
History of Lett er Post Communication, p. 132, Table 29:
Adriatic sailing 7 June should read 2 June.
Atlantic sailing 7 Nov. should read 17 Nov.

•

Publications of the Collectors Club of Chicago
"New York Foreign Mails" Regula, Delu xe
by Morrison Waud & Arthur Van Vlisingen $17.50 sold out
"Chicago Postal History"
edited by Dr. Harvey Karlen . . 17.50 22 .50
"Franks of the Western Expresses"
by Mel Nathan 17.50 22 .50

I COMING IN EARLY 1974 I
"The United States 1869 Issue - An Essay-Proof History"
by Fred P. Schueren 17.50 22.50

Prices are postpaid in the U.S.A.

THE COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO
1029 NORTH DEARBORN ST. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
LETTER CARRIER SERVICE IN NEW YORK
® Copyright 1973 CALVET M. HAHN

(Con tin ued fro m Chronicle No . 80. page 248)
Corrections to prev ious instalm ent: "T he Men Who Directed the Carriers ," page 244, paragraph
!\ . lines 9 and lO--change " 1790" to " 179 1" in bot h lines. "Leit er Ca rr ier Serv ice in NewYork ,"
page 246, pho to capt ion-t he Al bany han dstamp is th e typ e with do uble un der lin ing of
t he nu meral 2.

THE CARRIER SERVICE BEGINS TO GROW
T he [ ou rs Dirert orv of 180!i in forms us that Mr. Orr was a grocer at 38 Barclay street.

He is list ed as a lett er carrie r in the di rector ies of 1806 throug h th e one of 1817. In tha t he
is no r listed u nd e r the pos t o ffice section bu t und er h is ow n nam e he is noted as a letter
ca rr ie r- th is is a sign th at he was leaving the service a bout m id -yea r. In 1806 he lived a t 226
Green wich . hu t moved to 4 1 Barcl ay in 1807, stay ing the re un til 1810 wh en he was repo r ted
as a postm an a t l !i T ha mes . In 1811 he moved to 405 G ree nwich where he was listed th ro ug h
1817. T he 1818 L on gwo rth Di rectory reports Wil liam O rr as a mer chan t at 329 Broom e, near
Ca rma n, and as a ca rpe nter. The list ing cont inues as a ca rpenter at Carman nea r Broome
in 1820 and in 1821 a t Br oo me nea r Sherif f.

4. SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIO N FOR CARRIER SERVICE. Wrill "," . , Washingtonville, Orange County, N. Y. on
August 20 , 1846 , this leller recei ved a bla ck 25mm circle 8 l GOMING.GROVE/ AUG/(21)jN. Y. and manuscript
Sc rat e . It carr ies a New York City st ree t address and sp ecif ic instructio ns "Carrier will please deliver." This
inst ruct ion meant that the lett er did not have to wait fo r a poss ible pick.up at the pos' offi ce but would be
tu rned over to the carr ier service for f irst day de livery. Although the City Desr,atch Post of the U. S. was ' still
in governme nt hands it would not handle th is lett er as it ' came from th e mai , ' and was outside the despatch
jur isd ict ion.

Arch iba ld Da vie was reported as a mercha n t at 22 Liber ty stree t in the 1805 L on guiorth
Directory- the last year before he beca me a le tte r carrier. Th is list ing , ra the r than tha t of
let ter carrie r . co n ti n ued un ti l the 1810 director y. In that yea r , wh ile being listed as a lett er
ca rrier un der th e post o ffic e list in gs, he is reported as a merch an t a t 22 Libert y with h is ho me
at Spring . Fro m 18 11 th rou gh 1819 he is listed as a mer chan t at Sp rin g (nea r Clark accord ing
to the 1817 d irectory) . T he M erckl n Direct ory of 1820 repor ts h im as a me rchant a t 206 Spring .
The on ly year in th at span when he was no t re po rted was in 1812 an d the n it may have
been a n error. In 1821, th e ind ividua l listing sho ws Dav ie as a lett er carrier a t 206 Spring
the first. t ime the occu pa tio n is ment ioned-a nd as a mer ch an t tail or a t 99 Maiden with. h is
home at 20G Spri ng. H e is lis ted as a tail or at Ma id en La ne in 1822 and as a lett er carrier
a t 2()(; Sp ring . Th is is h is last year with th e post office . T he 1823 list ing sho ws h im as a Maiden
Lan e ta ilor livi ng a t 206 Spri ng, whi le in 1824 he is at 41 Maiden. H is busin ess occu pation is
at I !I;, Fu lto n in 1825, wh ile from 1826 th ro ugh 1829 he is listed on ly a t h is home a t 204
Spr ing as a tailo r. As ca n he see n by hi s listings. Mr. Davie was apparen tly a ver y cau tio us
man who was no t a bou t to let th e post office becom e his sa le sou rce of incom e. Even so, he put in
17 yea rs as a carrier.
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Ano ther carrier , Elias Lynch , joined the serv ice in 1808. Un lis ted in the 1807 d irectory ,
Lynch was re por ted in 1808 as a letter carrier a t 96 W ar ren . H e lasted in th e ca rrie r dep art
ment until 183i / 8, heing last listed as a carrier in the 1837 directory . Mr. Lynch is no t a lways
rep orted un der th e individu a l name listings hut his spa n of 30 yea rs in th e service is covered
in the post office list ings. In 1809 h is hom e is a t Cham bers stree t: ind ivid ua l list ings the n
di sappear un ti l 1813 whe n he is re po rted a t 93 Bro ad ; in 1814 the listing is 93 W arren which
con ti nues in 1815. In 1816 Elias Lynch mov es to 299 O range (Mu lbe rry street toda y) a nd th ere
he o pe ns a gr ocer y sto ry in 1820 while con tinuing as a let te r ca rrie r. H e stays at this address
u n til 1829 wh en he is found as a let ter carrier at 47 Spring, a list ing that con tin ues until hi s
re tir em en t. T he 1838 d irectory lists h im as a clerk a t that ad d ress .

Wh en H ugh Duncan ret ired in 1810, hi s replacem en t was Archibald Forres tel' wh o was
not re po rt ed in the 1809 d irec tory. He was a lamplighter livin g o n Clinto n at the co rner of
Ha rm a n . T he 1812 d irectory a lso not es tha t he is a sh ipwr igh t a t the same address. Forrester
is not listed in 1813, appa re n t ly becau se he has not yet loca ted in his new home a t 199
Harrima n where he is listed in 1814. He moved down the bl ock to 195 H arriman the next
year a nd staye d th ere un til 1820 wh en he was list ed as a letter carrier at Co lum b ia ncar
Broo me-the list ing is 2i" Columbia-an address he kept u nt il he ceased to be list ed in 1835.
Thus th is carrier spe n t 25 years in th e service .

5. REQUEST FOR CARRIER SERVICE WHERE NONE EXISTED. This January 1136 lattar recalved a red 21m';"
circla UPPER RED HOOK/ JAN/18/N.Y. and a manuscript 6c rate to Clermont, N. Y. A specific instruction Is on
the fac e, "The post master at Clermont will confer a particular favor by sending th is the first opportunity."
Prior to the Act of 1836, delivery authorization rested on the 1794 and 1825 acts. The postmaster could make
delivery himself or send his son or a trusted clerk and collect rhe 2c delivery fee . Mr. Sande.. did not live
sufficiently far from town center to warrant turn ing the letter 0 \".' to the post rider for a way fee delivery .
"Carri.," delivery was probably made but the fee is typically not shown.

In 1812 th e number of ci ty carriers rises from five to six men whe n Mich ael Noe join s
th e force. Mr . Nne is the firs t of h is ex tensive cla n to beco me a le tt er carrier . In 1811 he was
a sh ip bu ilde r livin g a t I Cha rlo t te . H e was listed as a lett er carrier in 1812 and as a postman
at tha t address in 1813. In 1814 he moves to 59 H ester (the Lon g Directory says I Pike ) a nd
in 1815 he is a t 57 Hester wh ich is a t th e corner of Bowery . In 1817 h e is jo ined a t tha t
add ress by Pet er Nne , p resllma bly h is brother , who al so joined the ca rrie r service on that date.
, n 181.'1 Pet er was listed as a sh ip ca rpe n te r a t I Pike. probably acco u nting for th e co nfusion
of the Long Directory: T hey both continue to live at th e same address until 1821 wh en Mich ael
moves to 39 Pump (in the Ch ina to wn area today) wh ich is bet ween O range a nd Di vision .
He co n tinues a t th e 39 Pu mp ad dress until 1829 wh en he moved to 253 W alker. H e is a t 253
Walker a nd 160 Orchard in 1830 a nd a t Bloomingdal e Road in 1831. No ad d ress is give n for
him from 1832 0 11 to 1834, the last of h is 22 years as a leiter carrier.

The post office list last recor ds Peter Nne as a carrier in 1822 when he was still livi ng
at 5i Hester. H owever , th e individ ua l list in gs show h im as a pos tm an as la te as 1825. H e
moves to 2i H ester in 1823 a nd to 209 Gra nd in 1824 a nd the n to 43 Forsyt h in 182.'1. He is a
ca rpe n te r at that address in 1826 but the following year moves to 24 Eldridge wher e he
continues un til 1830 wh en he cha nges p rofession to that of sh ipwr igh t. Other members of the
Noe family jo in t he servic e in the 1820's and will be di scu ssed la ter.

OVERLEAF: MAP OF NEW YORK CITY IN 1808. Locations of carr ie.. of the 1808-12 per iod are indicated by
circled lette.. according to the following key:

A) General Post Office, 29 William St.
8) Hugh Duncan (ear ly), 26 Cedar St.
C) Hugh Duncan (late ), 46-8 Warren St.
D) James West (early), 32 Broadway
E) James West (late) 36 Church St.
F) Charles 8eHs (ear ly), 3 Courtlandr St.

G) William Orr . 15 Thames St.
H) Eli.. Lynch, Chambers St.
I) Archibald Davie , 22 Liberty St.
J) Arch ibald Forrester, Clinton & Harman Sts.
K) Michael Noe , 1 Charlolle St.
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On e interesting ref erence to th.e carrier service occu rs in 1815. Lot number 62 of th e
Don ald Ma lcoh n sa le (1972) co n tams a le t ter of Decemher 12, 1815, wh ich asks the Post
office to search fo r a lost kiter. It refe rs to the car r ier serv ice in New Yo rk and to th e fact
t ha t the postmaster is to ,

keep a t the office a li st of all le tt e r s delivered on fi rst d ay s.
T hi s list wou ld he relat ed to t hose who a u thorized the postmaster to immedi at e ly d eliver
letters ra th er tha n wait fo r a postoffice pic ku p by the recipien t , or 48 hours.

An o th er new man , along wi th Pet er Noe , joi ned th e force in 1817- ha sicall y to rep lace
William Orr wh o is last list ed in tha t yea r in th e individ ua l list in gs hut not in the post .
m aster lists. T hus the force st ill rema ined a t six . T h is man is j osep h Sha rd low who is listed
in 18 16. the yea r before he joined , as a mason a t Read e street. H e m a in tains that listi ng wh en
he joins the ca rriers, hut the 1820 Directory notes tha t the address is 21 Read e. He mov es
in 1!l21 to 1.'1 1 R eade a nd fi rst lists himself as a le it e r ca rrier. a t th at ad d ress, in 1823 a nd
ag a in in 1824 whi le he d rops ou t of the listings in 1825. I suspec t he d ied , for a j ohn C.
Shardlow (m isspe lled Sh ard lace in the 1832 directo ry) jo ins the service in 1832. He wou ld
proba h lv be j oscp h Sha rd low 's son who is t ry in g to augmen t th e family in com e o f Ann
Sh a rd low, widow of J oseph , wh o is repo rt ed a t 151 Reade. T he ca rr ier service seems to have
tried to take care o f the fam ilies of those who d ied in its service.

6. PHILADELPHIA CARRIER DELIVERY. This 1851 leller 10 Philadelphia received an orange 31mm circl. WEST
TROY N. Y./MAY/9/5, for the 1845·1851 rale. The add ress of " 134 Soulh Second SIreel " normolly would sug ·
g est carrier de livery ; the supplemental direct ion "Belo w Docie St,ee'" would onl y be log ical if carrier delivery
Wit used .

At th e time of th e 1822 ye llow fever move to G ree n wich Village, there wer e on ly six
ca rricrs-eE lia s Lyn ch , Arch ib a ld Forr ester. J oseph Sha rd low , Ar ch ibald Davie, and Michael
a nd Pete r Noc . In 1823 two cha nges wer e mad e. j . S. Reyn old s o f 26 Bayard was adde d 10
rep lace Mr . Da vie a nd Ford Noe was offi cia lly listed in place of Pet er Noc ,

j . S. Reynol d s is a p pa rent ly re la ted 10 David C. Reyn olds who ra n a stage coach a t the
co rne r of Ba ya rd a nd th e Bo wery in 1822. He con tin ue s to he listed as a le it er ca rr ier throu gh
t he d irecto ry of 1833 withou t a p ro fessio n in th e individ ual list in gs. He is at 26 Bayard
u n til 1826 wh en t he ad d ress sh ifts to 30 Bavard, a resid ence that lasts u nt il t he 1829 dircctorv
re po rts h im a t 26 Bo wery. This ad d ress is tl;e one used d ur in g his last listi ng as a lett er car r ier
in the post o ffice listi ng . H e moves in 1834 to 22 Bayard whe re , wi thou t a p rofession al listing,
he is st ill found in 1838.

Lewi s Fo rd Noe is listed und er the post office section throu gh th e di rect ory o f 1833-a
te n yea r period . H ow ever. t he first t im e he is individua lly record ed is in the d irect ory of 1826.
Pet er Noe is listed inst ead , individu ally, in the ear lier vears. In 1826 Lewi s Fo rd Noe is a t
'l!l Pu mp-t he ad d ress o f Mich ael Noe; he moves to 13 " 'a lt s in 1827 and to 176 Thompson in
1821' where he rema ins for t he rest of h is ca rr ier ca reer. He is not listed in th e 1834 Lon g
lI'(n/ IJ Dirrc torv,

Young Cha rles I.. Noe jo ine d the force in 1827 and stayed th ro ugh 1833. A t no po int in
th a t period is he ind ivid ua ll y listed in the d irectories; however , heginn in g in 183·1 he is
re corded as a cord ia l di stiller at 119 Stanton stree t with hi s home a t 133 Allen . The Noes
move thc ir cord ia l b usi ness to 83 Bowery in 1836 a nd Charles moves 10 21 Seco nd Aven ue .
.Anoth e r Noc . Rich a rd No«, shows up in the post office lists for 1830 a nd 1831. hut never
a p pea rs in th e ind ividual list in gs. The family prac ti cally di sappears fro m th e cit y list ings
follow in g 183; . " ' h ile some five members of th e fam ily served in th e ca rrier hran ch on ly
Mich ael Xo e ma de a fu ll ca reer. T he fam ily revert ed to it s tal ent s in sh ip h u ild ing or else
moved in to shoema king or cord ia l di st illing. T he absence of some of th e letter ca rrier 1'\OCS

from t he di rectory st ro ng ly suggests th a t t hey wer e m inors livin g a t home- a class not cou nted .
In 1825 wh en J osep h Sha rd low di ed , he was repl aced hy H en rv T yson, a fonncr ca rpen ler

o f 3 Birm in gh am . He serve d nine 10 ten yea rs being last listed in 1833 as a letter carrier. H en ry
.'18 The Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26, No . I



Tyson moved to 9 Suffolk in 1828; he was briefly a t 62 Forsyth in 1829 as a late listing in 
dicates, but was back at 9 Suffolk until he was dropped from listing in 1834. Henry Tyson
was the first of another letter carrier family. He was joined by William Tyson in 1827 when
th e letter carrier force was expanded to eigh t (Charles Noe was al so added in this year) . William
had been a shoema ker at 63 Mott st reet and kept that address until the di rectory of 1830
when he dropped from the listings. He reappears in 1831 as a grocer at 262 Division wh ere
he was listed as a letter carrier in 1832. In 1833 he moved to 19 Eldridge-the last of hi s
six yea rs as a carrier. Another W illiam Tyson is listed in 1831 and onward as a shipmas ter
at H ester street and is probably an older member of the family . He was never a lette r carrier.

Following the withdrawal of Henry and William Tyson from carrier service prior to th e
1834 direct ory , another T yson joined the service. This was Isaac M. T yson who was in
dividually listed as a victualer at 12 Washington Mews with his home at 218 Washington.
He is listed as a letter carrier at 197 Washington in the 1835 directory, but in the 1836 and
1837 vers ions he returns to his profession as a victualer , with hi s home at 197 Washington ,
first at Washi ngton Mews then at the Fulton Market in 1837 and at 203 Spring stree t in
1838 where he also moved. As post office listi ngs were discontinued in the 1836 directory
when James Page became New York postmaster it is difficult to trace the carriers further. It
would appear th at Issac T yson was a letter carrier for only two years, however.

During this period. the letter carrier serv ice fell under another postal act than that of
1794. A new Act of March 3, 1825, effective May 1st , covered letter carriers in severa l pro
visions. On e of these, section 36 reads:

That letter carriers shall be employed at such post offices as the Postmaster General
shall direct. for the delivery of letters in th e places. r espectively, where such post office s
are established ;. and for the delivery of each su ch letter, the le tt er carrier may receive,
of the person to whom the delivery is made, two cen ts . . . .

This Act is subsequently cited in the Postal Laws and Regulations in 1843 where we find ,
247. When duly appointed and qualified, the postmaster may, at his risk and responsi
bility, place In their hands for delivery all letters re ceived. except such as are for persons
who may have lodged with h im a written request to retain their letters in the office. Act
of 1836. Sect. 36
248. Such ca rriers ma y charge an d r eceive two cents fo r ev ery letter. and a half cent
for every n ewspaper. delivered by them-Act of 1836. sect . 36

This half cent fee. was first authorized specifically for lett er carriers in Section 2 of the March
2, 1827, Act , and not in th e Act of 1825. The text of the Act of 1825 does not seem to add to
th e basic lett er carrie r situa tions au thorized by th e Act of 1794.

THE BIG EXPANSION OF 1830
Letter carrier serv ice had grown slowly th rough the years from one to eight men by 1829.

In 1830 a major ex pa nsion was undertaken . This brought th e carrier department to a tem
porar y peak of 16 men , whic h dropped again to 13 in 1831-1833 and then cli mbe d to 16 in
1834 and 1835, th e last yea r that the post offic e listings gave carrier names.

The growth in th e letter carrie r serv ice can be better understood if it is com pared with
th e city population and th e per capi ta po pulat ion per carrier:

Year Population Carr iers Populat ion per Carrie r
1790 33,120 1 33.000
1800 60,483 2 30,000
1805 75,770 3 25,000
1810 96.373 5 19.000
1820 123.706 6 20,000
1825 165,186 6 27.000
1830 202,057 16 13,000
1835 265,000 16 16,500
1840 312.710 25 12,500
1845 415,000 17 25.000
1850 500.000
1860 813.669
1862 825.000

Beginning in th e mid-1820·s. as a result of the Erie Canal's opening new markets, the
econo my of Ne w York boo med and th e population .burgeoned . At th e same time. th e grow th
of th e city in geography and in complex ity meant a ca rrier cou ld deliver to fewer people under
th e prevailing cond itions. If I read Ell iott Pe rry's On e Hundred Years Ago correctly there
were on ly 17 carriers in th e 1840-45 period, a lthoug h R. A. Barry in his " U . S. Specialists
Colum n" in th e American Phi latelist report ed th ere were 25 carriers in 1840. The 25 figure
seems hard to accept. If we assume that delivery required about one carr ie r per 12,500 people ,
th en in 1845 th e officia l serv ice had ab out half th e needed manpower.

Amo ng th e new add itions in th e 1830's who have not ye t been d iscu ssed was Ge orge Lynch ,
a shipmaster wh o lived a t 17 Vandam. H e initially lasted only through th e 1831 directo ry wh en
he was at 188 Houston. where his individual list ing reported him as a sh ipmaster. He ap 
parently reverted to that profession in 1832 and 1833 and re joined the carrier serv ice in 1834
when he was listed by the post office as he was again in 1835, the last year of the listings
by th e post offi ce. He was not individually list ed in 1834 and was listed at 46 Bedford as
a boatman in 1835. The 1836 listing repor ts him as a shipmaster at 46 Bedford and th ere is
no way to tell if he was also a carrier. H e was not listed in 1837-8; however. in that period
ano ther member of the family joined the service. This was young Andrew C. Lyn ch wh o was
listed as a letter carr ier a t 102 Suffolk in both 1837 and 1838.
The Chronicle / February 1974 / Vol. 26, No . I 59
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FIRST POST OFFICE at 29 William Stre et . Post office
operat ions were co nducted in a 12 x 15 foot roo m
in this build ing fro m 1804-1825, ex cept for a brief
period during the 1822 yellow fev er e pidemi c. (Pic.
tur e Coll ect io n, New York Public l ibra ry).

SECOND POST OFFICE on Garden Street (Excha ng e
Place ), eas t of Broad Street. The sketch ap pea rs to
incorpora te features of bath th e Acad emy, wh ere
the post of fice was hou sed during part of 1825
and 1826 , and of the New Merchant's Exchange, to
wh ich it moved in mid .1826. (Picture Colle ction, New
York Public library ).

Another carrier relative who jo ined in 1830 was Charles Forrester. H e is first individ ua lly
listed in 1837 whe n he is listed as a letter carrier at 27 Co lum bia, th e address of Arc h iba ld
Forrester who retired th e yea r before. Charles is presumably Archibald 's son. Ne ithe r go t in 
di vidual list ing in 1336 and on ly Charles was listed in 1837-8.

Also joi ning the force in th e class of 1830 were th e Re ads. J ohn 1\I. Read was listed as a
letter carrier at 30 Sheriff th at year a nd moved to 36 Sheri ff in 1831 and to 33 Sheri ff in 1832.
He was un listed in 18:13. William Read is listed in th e post office sect ion in 1830 an d 1831.
He was a cle rk a t H 7 Ce nt re stree t. T here are three William Reads in 1831 and two in 1832
hUI none arc listed as letter ca rriers, a lt houg h th e' 1831 post office list reported a Will iam
Read-the 1832 did not. O ne was a mariner at 60 Hen ry and on e a typ esetter at 30 .lay.
\\'h id l was the lette r carrier we don 't kno w.

T he Stracha n fam ily a lso joined in 1830. William Stracha n is in the 1830 post office
l i st in~ o nly a nd is never foun d with an individua l d irectory list in g. David R . Stracha n is listed
as a lett er ca rrier a t 57 Cedar whe n he jo ined in 1830. He moved to 33 ' ''ooster in 1831 a nd to
Ii or 7 Beach in 1832. W h ile recor ded as a carrier in 1833. he has no individua l listing wh ich
sU~l{ests he lef t the service ea rl y in the year. No Stracha n appea rs in th e next few d irec tories.

T he most i llus trious of the men wh o joined in 1830 was J ohn H . Ha llett. H e docs no t
rece ive a n indiv id ual d irec to ry list in g until 1833 whe n he appears a t 679 Washington street
as a postma n. Wh ile he d rops out of the directory in 18:17. he is back, a t 676 ' ''ashington ,
in 1838. H e continues in the serv ice for man y years and on May I . 1857. is named Su per
int endent of th e Alp habe t a nd Carrier Deli very Servi ce a t a sa lary of 1,500 a year. T h is
was increased to $2.000 in 1859·61 a nd it was Mr. H all ett wh o was th e head of the
New Yo rk City carrier o pera tio n when home deliv er y was made univer sal in 1863.

(To be continued )
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor

.

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 80
No positive solution has been reached for th e prob lem cover ( F igure 1) .

However, two ingenio us and somewha t similar -th eories have been advanced to
explain its features. Th e first, by the cover's own er , Lester L. Downing, assumes :

. .. t here was a pass enRer on the sh ip from either Halifax or England. H e ev idently
was wise to th e pos tal req u ire men ts for mail fro m th ese two pl aces a nd had a
5c U . S. sta m p with him . He held the letter an d di d not give it to the m ail clerk
on th e sh ip wh o would at least have charged for the sea car r iage. Instead he kept
th e Jetter unti l th e agent fro m the Boston Post o ffi ce ca me on hoard th e ship to
receive the in coming for eign mail and gave it to th e agent , wh o tu rned it in to the
Bost on Forei gn Office. T hey struck it with th ei r Boston HI. Pkt , Paid m a rking to
sho w the origin of th e lett er , a nd sen t it a long to Balt im ore . If th is had been a n
in te rna l U. S. letter. it would have re quired on ly 3 ce n ts , a nd cou ld ha rd ly have
en tered the Boston Exchange Office.

Cliff F riend' ha s suggested thi s second hypothesis:

. . . the cover was ei the r handed to the Ca p ta in o f the "Asia" at Ha li fax , or it
was h is le tt er. In a ny eve nt, th e clerk a t Boston stretched th e meaning o f th e
Mail Trea ty . .. o n mail s b rou gh t into Boston from H a li fax by Cu narder hy accep t 
ing th e 5c U.S. '63 Brown as pre/laying the U. S. in /ami rate-inbolllld. H e m ay hav e
been " ta lked in to " accep ti ng th is in terpreta tion of the Trea ty by the Cu nard Cap
ta in , in whic h case I lea n towa rd the th eory th a t this letter was hand ed to th e Cap
ta in at H a lifax- and all other fees paid to him in cash. H ad it heen hi s own letter ,
he cou ld have purchased a 3c '61, affixed same to h is le tt e r. a nd have the U. S.
Postal Service d el iver th e letter to Balt im ore under th e d omesti c rate of 3c, wh ich
was in e ffec t a t th a t tim e .

,1. ~ d~ r;
{! ~/, ~",. ~-

Flgur. 1

There are difficulties with these explanat ions- or any others. If th e lett er
was in the possession of someone aboard the vessel , wh y didn't this person mail
it ashore at the 3c rat e after d isemba rking? Perhaps th e letter was ur gent, and
handing it to th e Post Office agent was faster th an waiting until it could be
taken ashore for mailing. Or it may have been held by someone who could not
leave th e ship conven iently or in the normal course of events.
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The combi ned circumstances, especially the lack of on gm markings, the
Boston Br. Pkt. pos tmark, and the 5c stamp, strongly support the idea th at the
letter was carded outside the ma il, or perhap s written on board the Asia, by a
passen ger or crewma n boarding at Liverpool or Halif ax, and was han ded to
the Boston Pos t Office age nt when he came to collect the mail. The 5c stamp
appears to have been accepted as payment becau se it represented th e U . S.
postage sti pula ted under the treaty, although a rathe r free in te rpre ta tion of the
treaty provisions was required.

Even more mysteri ous is the question of where the stamp was obtained. It
seems very unlikely that the write r, as hypoth esized , had U. S. sta mps in his
possession or that any were avai lable on board the liner. The Boston Post Office
agent may have furn ished the stamp. I th ink th e best exp lana tion is th at th e
sender paid the agent 5c in cash and that the agent applied and cancelled the
stamp after returni ng to the Boston Post Office.
EXCERPT FROM THE 1851 PMG REPORT
The report of N. K. Hall , appointed Postmaster General by Presid ent Fill 

more in July 1850, shortly after his assumption of the presidency, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1851, occupies pages 417-488 of Part II of the Annua l
Messages and Accompanying Docum ents (Ex ecutive Documen ts, No .2, 32 /1([
Congress, Washing ton, 1852). D ated Nov. 29, 1851, it contain s much int eresting
and valuable information on Post Office operations.

Hall devot ed the first seve ra l pages to general sta tistics illustrating the
operation and growth of the Post Office during the preceding yea r. The tot al
receipts an d expe nditures of th e department under various headings were sum
marized. Revenue was $6,551,977.89; expenditures $6,024,566.79. Imm ediatelv
followi ng this sta tement is the unusua l passage re pro duced verba tim below: .

In connexion with the foregoing sta tements of the op erations, revenues,
and exp endi tures of thi s departm ent for the last yea r, it may not be improper,
at th e conclusio n of a half century, to refer bri efly to its origin, history, an d
progress.

As ea rly as 1677, upon the pet ition of severa l merchants of Boston, (Massa
chuse tts ,) Mr . John H ayward, scrivener , was appointed by the court "to take
in and con vey letters accord ing to their directi on ."

T his was prob ably the first post office and mail service authorized in
America . Loca l an d imperfect arrangements for the conveyance of mails we re
af terwards ma de , at different periods, in several of the colonies, until 1710, whe n
the British Pa rliament passed an act authori zing th e British Postmaster Ge ner al
"to keep one chi ef letter office in New York, and other chief letter offices in
each of her Majesty's provinces or colonies in Amer ica ." Deputy Postmasters
General for Nort h America were subsequeu, v and from time to tim e appointed
by th e Postmaster Genera l in En gland , and Doctor Benjamin Franklin was so
appo inte d in 1755. H e was removed in 1774.

On the 26th of July, 1775, the Contine ntal Congress determined "tha t a
Postmaster General be appointe d for the Unite d Colonies," and to allow him
"a salary of one thousan d dollars per annum for himself and three hundred and
forty dollars per annum for a secreta ry and comptroller." On proceeding to
the ele~,tion of Postm aster Gener al, "Benjamin Franklin , esq., was un animously
cho sen .

The Articles of Confederati on of 1778 gave to the Unite d Sta tes in Con
gress assemb led "the sole and exclusive right and power of establishing and
regulating post offices, from one State to another, throughout all the Unite d
States, and exacting suc h postage on the papers passing through th e same as
ma y be requisite to defray the expe nses of an office." The little progress mad e
dur ing th e peri od of the Confedera tion shows tha t this power was too limited
to be useful, and when the increase of the mail service before the adoption of
the constitution of th e United States is compared with its subsequent extension,
one cannot fail to per ceive that the prosperity, efficiency, and value of thi s
62 T he Chronicle / February 19i4 / Vol. 26. No . I



department are chiefly to be ascribed to the national government founded under
the constitution of the Union.

The first Congress assembled urider our present constitution passed "An
act for the temporary establishment of a post office," approved September 22,
1789. This act directed the appointment of a Postm aster Gen eral, and was to
continue in force until the end of the next session of Congress. Unde r this pro
vision Samuel Osgood , of Massachu setts, was appointed, by President Washing
ton, Postmaster Genera l of the United States, and this was the first appointment
to that office. Thirteen other persons have since been appointed. Of th ese there
were appointed from Kentucky, three; from Connecticut, Ohio, and ew York,
two each; and from Pennsylvania, Georgia, Tennessee, and Vermont, one each.

The earliest reliabl e statistics of th e General Post Office are thos e for th e
year 1790, when the number of post offices was seventy-five; the extent of post
routes 1,875 miles; and th e revenues of the dep artment $37,935. The subseque nt
progress of the Post Office Department can be traced in th e tables hereto
annexed, marked B and C."

In connexion with this br ief reference to th e progress of the department,
it may not be imp roper to state, that there are in the possession of the depart
men t ma terials for an interesting history of the origin and progress of our post
office system, and that it is intended, if time can be found to complete the ar
ran gement of them, to present these ma terials to the presen t Congress in such
form as will perhaps induce their preservation.

o o o

Thi s br ief account of the posts in North America and the United States is
particularly noteworthy at the present time when the approaching bicentennial
has focussed interest on the Colonia l and post-Revolutionary period.

What intrig uing possibilities the final paragraph suggests! Wa s any pro gress
ever made on the projected history of the postal system? Wh at materials did
Hall intend to use and preserve? Do they still exist?

'Table B sho ws the num ber or pos t offices, po st road s. transport a tio n cos ts , receipts and ex
pen ses at five year int ervals lrom I i90 10 Ill:I" . Table C represents simila r sta tist ics. ca tego ri zed
in more detai l. on an annual basis for tbe per iod 1840·" I . (Ed i t o r 's f1 ot e).

o o o
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The cover shown in Figure 2 is from the collection of Joseph F. Rorke.
The Blackjacks (Scott No. 73) are a strip of three; the New Orleans postmarks
and th e ring cancellations are in black. Th e Johnson, Vt. , postmark, Due 3, and
Forwarded ma rkings are greenish-actually blue-on the yellow envelope . Th e
New Orl eans postmark is dated JUL 26 '64. Th e back of the envelope is docketed
"July 22d Mailed 26th N. 0./ Arriv ed via Johnson/Aug. 5th Passage 11 da ys."

The enclosur e is intact; it is a two page letter headed "Medical Directors
Office/Port Hudson, La./July 22d 1864."

Why the discrepancy in rates-6c in stamps when originally mailed, but
only 3c du e when forwarded?
A REVISED EXPLANATION
In Chronicles 76 and 77 a forwarded lett er from Scuppemong, N. C., was

illustrated and discussed , without a sat isfactory explanation. The letter was
addressed to White Sulphur Springs, Va., forwarded from there to Salt Sulphur
Springs, and reforwarded to Montgomery Spr ings.

Stan Piller, the own er, has now sent a revised explanation based on addi
tional items from the sam e correspondence. An earlier let ter establishes th at the
addressee had left stamps with the White Sulphur Springs Post Office to forward
his mail. Stan believes "the clerk in the White Sulphur Springs Post Offic e forgot
about th at when he rated the letter and stamped the envelope. However , before
it was sen t on its way, he, or someone else, remembered , added th e stamp, pen
cancelled it, bu t forgot to remove the '+3' rating. Th e clerk in Salt Sulphur
Springs , whil e forwarding the letter to Montgomery Springs noticed the '+3'
and simply added his forwarding charge and totaled it 'Due 6,' ignoring the
prepaid forwarding charge."
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VI SIT MY BOOTH A ND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING A RRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

A LSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALO GS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUALLY IN CLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatel ic Classics Society

U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING . WHAT

WOULD YOU LI KE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 CSA
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HRH

INTEREST RATES HIGH?

NO INTEREST RATES HERE!

Harmers' policy is one of liberal advances against

auction proceeds - without charge. No Interest. No

lotting fees. And a guaranteed return based upon au-

thorative appra isal.

Ask us for a copy of "Modern Methods of Philatelic

Selling". It spells out all the details.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
"The World Is Our Market"

6 VVEST 48th STREET

NEVV YORK, N.Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460
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