




INTERNABA !)74 BASLE
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL will be holding two auc­
tions in Basle, Switzerland on 8th JUNE 1974 to mark the
International Philatelic Exhibition !:-eing held at Basle in
that month.

INTERNABA AUCTION I-A wonderful collection of LOMBARDY-VENETIA includ ing 1850
first day cover, f irst pr int ings w ith a strip of three of the 5c. g reenish lemon-yellow and
a str ip of four of the 10c. silver-grey. Used bloc ks, complete rows of e ight, inter-panneau
pairs of others w ith the St. Andrew's cros s attached . Fifteen examples of the postal forgeries
made in Milan and Verona, later issues, mixed usage with Austr ia, 1859 printed on both
side s, cut-out postal stat ionery used as adhesives, fiscals postally used, newspaper stamps
and used in the Levants.

Catalogue with six colour plates by Airmail $5.

INTERNABA AUCTION II-Classics of the World w ith Austria, France, Modena , Papal States,
Parma, Sardin ia, Tuscany and Italy . Russian Levant, Sw itzerland and a unique Hawaiian
cove r of 1879.

Catalogue with two colour plates by Airmail $3.

REVEN U E S
At Auetion in Bourne_o u th

on 4th JULY
includi ng a 1757 Deed of Sale for land in Dorchester in the County of Suffolk in his
Majesties prov ince of Mafsachufetts Bay, New England . A simi lar deed for a p lot in Salem
in a lane le ad ing from the mai n street to the workhouse. Also severa l Summonses in the
County of Essex 1756-57 in respect of debts.

All these historic documents are embossed with the scarce Scott types EP2 - EP4

Illustrated Catalog by Airmail $3.

Correspondents sending property for sale can avoid British Value Added Tax
complications by incl1Lding the V.A.T. number after our name on the O1Ltside
of the package. If sending by freight (air or surjace} please secure the ap­
propriate labels from us before sending.

ROBSON LOW E LYD .
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1 " Telex: 915 410

V .A.T. No. : -239/4486/31
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PIDLATELIC BffiLIOPOLE

Authoritative Philatelic Literature

ROBSON LOWE ENCYCLOPEDIA

VOLUME FIVE

of Empire Stamps comprising

NORTH AMERICA

We can say little more as the previous four volumes of the
Robson lowe Encyclopedia speak for themself; over 700 pages, re­
leased early in March, 1974.

The section on the Colonial Posts in the United States of Amer­
ica, 1606-1783 has been completely re-written from the booklet
published in 1967 <available from stock, original form, $4.50).

Our stock of Volume Five was shipped from England the 12th
of March, 1974 thus we hope to have them in stock when this journal
is published.

Regular Edition, cloth -- $40.00
Deluxe Edition, two volumes, half morocco $50.00

We can supply a few copies of the original Volumes One
through Four, POR, The HJMR reprint volumes, one through three
are now available at $15.00 each from stock, reprint volume four
is expected soon.

In addition to many standard works on classic US, CSA, GB,
and Canadian philately we can also offer limited stocks of these
journals:

PHILATELIC GAZETTE
AMERICAN PHILATELIST

COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST

Please enquire for your specific needs. We correspond on spe­
cific and general want lists but issue no printed lists as our stocks
are not sufficient. We do not deal in any annual catalogues.

Leonard H. Hartmann

Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
THE SHERIFF'S AUCTION OF STAMPS

CREIGHTON C. HART

For the first time since the depression days of the 1930's; a Sheriffs
Public Auction of stamps and covers was held in New York City on Jan. 3, 1974.
The original advertisements as th ey appeared are reproduced as Illu strations
1 and 2. The sale had previously been advertised for Augus t 2, 1973. Th at sale
date was supposedly postponed because of some legal acti on by one of the
creditors of John A. Fox .

SHERIFF'S SALE
DAVID STRAUSS & CO., Inc. Auct .

. T,"",tay. Jan, 3 at 2:30 P.M .
SlIet'lWs Oftlca

S1 ClIllmllers Str.... Room 6". N.Y. C.

STAMPS
I S,,"" of fifty 1147 • IOC Wash ington R..
I~ of ,.75 (scott #~).

I 'SIIMt of fifty IOC WlI$/Ilngton India paper
proOf (SCott #~P3). •

1 5IIllet of fifty IOC Washlngton Cardboard
proof (SGott #4P41.

I SIlNI of l iftr 1147 5c Franklin Reissue of
1875 (SCott . 3).

1 "'"' of f llty 5c Franklin India paper proof
(SClolt #lV) .

1 ShMt of fifty 5c Franklin ·C. rdboa rd proOf
(Scott #~P41.

aIId O1hatlY\lsc-'laneollS stamps lind covers.
for ClI~ CItIly.
••mps iill:I COVMI m.y be Inspected on Jan.
t IIlld on day of Mle .t the Sheriff" office.
1toohI 611, §I CllIImbers St .• N.Y.C.

&i.OUIS GENNATTASIO. Dapety SMrIff
.I"N P. BRINNAN. CITY SHE RU'F

HanIItI W. T_.r1n. 1141•.. ~.-tIl St. New y ertf. N.Y. 10001

I llus t r a t i on

Because of th e 1847 items that were to be offered , I made a special trip
from Kansas City to inspect the six sheets and severa l 1847 covers which were
rumored to be included in the miscellaneous lots. My trip was well worth the
time and expense. Because of the unusual circumstances caus ing the auction
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and the items being offered, our members will be interested in how it was held
and what was offered. Thirtv-six of th e single cover lots consisted of 19th Cen­
tury U. S. Classic covers and Confederates.

Lot 1.
"10c/47 tied by f.ncy numer.1 10 In field of blue with border of st.... Ileeutlfvl st.mp with e.cenent mar.
lIins. Cover .Iso h.s round Huntsville, AI. in blue circle dated March 22nd. Addrelled to Rev. Fredetick F.
Cornen, Morris County , N. J." priced at $2,500

The sheets of Scott's # 3 and #4, the 1875 reprints of the 1847 issue, parti cu­
larly interested me. In the past I had had professional scientific tests made of the
wide margined (approximately 1") 1875 reprints such as have appeared at
auctions in recent years . Thes e I compared with copies of # 3 and #4 in my
collection, which were purchased from Clar ence Brazer. I also have the refer­
ence collection formerly belonging to Elliott Perry. The thickness of the paper
of all copies is the same . However, because of the difference in fibe rs and
chemical content of the paper, I concluded that the copies with very wide
margins were proof copies on stamp paper mad e during one of the five card­
board proof printings of 3P and 4P between 1879 and 1893.2 Stamps of later
issues are also known so printed and are called proofs on stamp paper.

Based upon the number of comer positions of the very wide margined copies
that have been sold at important New York auctions since 1960, I believed one
sheet of proofs of each denomin ation was printed and eventually reached the
philatelic market. As I expected the two full sheets of #3 and #4 offered at
the Sheriffs auction had narrow margins as I concluded was tru e of all sheets
that were printed in 1875. There will be more about this in a future Chronicle.

The two sheets described as Scott #3P3 and # 4P3 were on India paper
backed with cardboard. It is my understanding that so much pressure was applied
to India pa~er backed with cardboard that it is next to impossible to separate
them . Scott s prices for India paper proofs are for copies that have never
been backed with cardboard. Singles and blocks of four on India paper frequently
appear at auctions and full sheets are known to exist without th e cardboard
backing.

Scott's U. S. Specialized Catalogue for 1974 prices the six shee ts at about
$40,000 as singles. As 10 blocks of four and 10 singles the catalogue is about
$82,000. The six sheets quickly sold for $80,000 and the successful bidder ap­
parently would have gone higher . There are full shee ts of India paper proofs and
another set or two of full sheets on cardboard but these sheets of the 1875 re­
prints could be the only ones available to collectors. The only possible exceptions
would be a shee t of each value which I formerly held as securi ty from Clarence
Brazer in the late 1930's or the early 1940's.
70 T he Chronicle / May 1974 / Vol. 26. No . 2



After the Brazer sheets had been returned to him, I was in his office and
asked if he still owned them. Brazer told me that he sold them to an insurance
company for $3,000 to replace a set of sheets that had been stolen during an
exhibit at a bank. Perhaps some collector or dealer can tell me wheth er or not
the Brazer sheets are still in existence. T he stolen sheets could also exist in
full sheets but probably do not.

The Sheriff's lots were available for inspection before the auction, but not
until noon of the sale day. Only two individuals at one time were permitted
to enter the viewing room. John Fox stood behind the firs t table with th e six
important sheets an d one or two other large lots. A second larger tabl e, well
gua rded by many deputy sheriffs, held th e other lots including a loose leaf
binder with 9 lots of 1847 covers and 3 Pon y Express covers. At my request Fox
held the sheets of #3 and # 4 to th e light. As he did so, he remarked th at these
were the two sheets of reproductions illustrated in Brookman.

Th e total atte nda nce was about 75 so it was not possible to linger long
looking at the entire offerin g. I mad e as detailed notes of th e '47 covers as time
permitted and later noted th e prices realized .

The nine 1847 covers we re:

I.ot 1\'0 . 5c/ 1Oc Date Postm ark Colo r Realization
18 lOc Mar. 22 H u ntsvi lle. Ala . b lu e $150-
19 IOc May 3 T ro y. N.Y. blue $160-
20 IOc Feb. 23 Bing hamton. N .Y. bl ack 150-
21 bis. l Or May 7 Gardiner. Me. blue 45-
22 5c Ma y 22 H udson River Ma il red 65-
23 pr. 5c Feb . 7 Huntsville. Ala. b lack $125-
24 p r. 5c Feh. 12 Bingh amton . N.Y. bl ack $130-
25 5c J u n . 18 Long Island R .R . red $ 60-
2li :'lc Ju l. 29 Bin gh amton . N.Y. bl ack s 70-

These nine covers all have certa in characteris tics in common. All of th e
stamps have four nice margins, and the postmarks and cancellations were usually
clearly stru ck. Th e stamps are all tied to clean attractive covers and none have
any evidence of year of use. F ive of th e 1847 covers ( lots 18, 19, 20, 23 & 24) are
illustrated here with the owner's permission. Below each lot is a description
that accompa nied the lot and the prices as shown in pencil at th e lower left
comer of each cover. Compare these amounts with the actual sale prices above.

Lot 1. •
"lOc/47 lonly margin. all around. Beau.ifully .ied wl.h blu. Tooy, N. Y. St.am ao.t In blu. box. COY.. olIO I.
marked wi.h Troy, N. Y., Moly 3rd in blu. elrele and 2 eh. In doubl. blu. eirel• . Addr ....d '0 MI. John F.
MeJllton, No 256 W. Lombard 5•., Baltimor., Md. Thi. eonr hOI a Sampoon marking." priced a' $2,000
The Chronicle / Ma y 1974 / Vol. 26. No .2 71



Wh en the auction starte d there were few cha irs and most of th e collectors
and dealers had to stand or sit on tables or window ledges. Several New York
area professionals were missing in the aud ience but I did recognize five and
there may well have been others among th e many collectors. I mention this to
show that th e bidding was don e by a knowledgeabl e group and that the pri ces
realized reflect the value placed upon each lot by informed professionals and
collectors.

Th e auctioneer an nounced at th e beginning that the sale was being held
for the benefit of nine creditors and there was no warranty as to the genuineness
of any item offered. Th e descriptions with some covers, he said, were to be
ignored when bidding.

First, th e entire 50 lots were offe red as a whole in case th e total lat er
did not exceed it. A bid of $75,000 was quickly reached and the successful
bidder marched to the front tabl e and de posited fifty $100 bills with th e
auctioneer . As each lot was offered it was verba lly described in a general way
by an assistant to the auctionee r. I made not es of these descriptions and the
prices realized.

Lot 23
"Pair 5c/47's full mug;ns, lied by Iwo 5.polnled sIan in cenler. Coyer liso muked wilh blue Hunlsyille, AI.,
Februlry 71h in blue circle . Addressed 10 Rey. Frederick F. Cornell, New York City ." , priced II $1,500

Before the accoun ts were settled it was announced that a 7% sales tax was
due unless the bidder had a sales tax numbe r exempting him as a dea ler.
Forty-nin e lots were sold to 11 bidders but a sales tax was paid by only two. The
fiftieth lot was the six shee ts which were sold to Harold W. Turnarin. plaintiff s
attorney. Fifteen of the lots were purchased by Monarch Stamp & Coin Co.,
whose address was given as 141 Tulip Ave., Floral Park , N. Y. These were lots
2, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 27-, 38, 39, 43, 44 and 46. Th e Floral Park address
is also that of John A. Fox, so appa rently those lots are back in his stock.

As a sort of souve nir of the sale and of my quick trip, I bought lot # 26,
the 5c Binghamton cover with a black herringbone cancellation. Th is cove r
( illustrated as lot 26) is addressed to Rev. Frederick Cornell. I knew before

Lol2O
" 10c/ 47 beautiful margins, lied block Binghlmton herringbone. Also red Binghlmlon, N. Y., Februlry 23rd In
red with red circle. This has iI Simpson marking." priced al $1,500
The Chronicle / ~Iay 19i4 / Vol. 26. xo. 2



The 50 lots exce pt th e 9 IB4i covers

Lot # Description R eali zation

I # 5 Nov a Scot ia S 70-
2 Box of p r ivate co ils S 125-
3 Box of foreign covers S 750-
4 Box of U. S. covers s 950-
5 Box of covers S 1.250-
6 Forei gn stamps S 700-
i U. S. and foreign stamps in bu lk s 110-
8 Strip of 3 brick red on cover 425-
9 Lot o f U. N . Covers s 130-

10 Sin~le 5c brown on cover S 60-
I I Vanety of U. S. # 3 250-
12 Co nfederate fram eline on Pa tr io t ic Cov er S 75-
13 Single 2c green Co nfederate on cover s 40-
14 Pony Ex p ress cover S 45-
15 1st Day Cover of 16c Air Mail S 150-
16 Strip of five Co nfedera te 2c b ro wn on cover $ 20-
I i Five Co nfedera te 2c green on cover s 50-
18-26 The 9 previou sly re ported 1847 covers
27 Black running Pony Express cover $ 25-
28 Same as 27 20-
29 Same as 27 s 15-
30 Po ny Ex press cover s 15-
31 Another Pon y Express cover s 10-
32 3c 1861 on Magnus pa triotic cover 5-
33 Same as 32 10-
34 Same as 32 s 15-
35 Confederate 2c red brown single on covers S 5-
36 3c 1861 Lincoln ca m pa ign cover 5-
37 3c 1861 Magnus patriotic cover S 5-
38 3c 1857-01d Stamps No t Recogni zed handstam p

on cover S 50-
39 30c 1869 on blue cover S 100-
40 3c 1861 Fremont ca m paign cover s 5-
41 3c 1861 Magnus pa tri o t ic cove r s 5-
42 Same as 41
43 3c 1861 cover wi th Steamer Pa trick Henry handstamp S 20-
44 Confederate Pa tr io t ic cover wi th 5c Co nf ederate

stamp S 20-
45 Po ny Express cover s 25-
46 Same as lo t 45 S 25-
47 5 volume reference co llection S 1.000-
48 U. S. local s in shee ts $ 250-
49 U. S. locals 600-
50 The 6 sheets includ ing 2 sheets of th e 11l7S rep r in ts

and 4 sheets o f proo fs $80,000-
The Chron icle / Ma y 1974 / Vol. 26. No . 2 73



I bought it that two covers addressed to the Cornell family had been submitted
in the past to th e Philatelic Foundation. The Foundation's opinion was that the
stamps were added and the postal marki ngs fraudulently applied to both covers.
My cover is back from the Foundat ion with the opinion that "the stamp did
not originate on this cover and all postal markings are counterfeit."

Lot 26
C.nc.lI....nd ti... with bl.ck herringbone on fold'" I.tt.r .ddr....d to Rev, f r....rlck Corn.1I .t N.w York City.

Beginning with lot 12 there was a continuous offering of choice covers with
desirable postma rks, cancellations, and stamps or a combination of these. With
Pony Express Covers selling for $10.00 to $25.00 and Civil War Magnus patriotic
covers going for $5.00 to $15.00, it was evide nt wha t the dealers an d collectors
there thought of them.

Lot 24
"P.lr 5c/47'. full m.rgin., tl.d bl.ck Bingh.mton herr ingbon.. Also m.rked r.d Bingh.mton, N. Y., F.bru.ry
12th In red clrcl• . Addr .... d to M...... H.nry Farnum . nd Co., Phil.d.lphl.... pr ic.d .t $1,250
74 The Chronicle / May 1974 i Vol. 26. No.2



The auction was a serious affair except at one time. After the 30c 1869
cover to France was sold for $100.00, the auctioneer's assistant who had been
holding high each cover said for all to hear, "Th ese covers are getting prettier
and prettier." There was general laughter.

Because so many of the lots were 19th Century U. S. or Confederate, our
members should be careful about purchases of material of the type noted. If
you are not well enough mfr- ~ed about a cover with desirable postal markings,
you should submit it to either the Philatelic Foundation or the American Phila­
telic Society for expertization.

Notes and References
1. Ezra Cole writes me that in the depression of the 1930 's there were numerous Sheriff's

sales, especially where collectors died intestate.
2. Scott's United Stat es Stamp Catalog Specialized, 1974, p. 505.
SOME NICE COVERS
1845 ms. "Fort Atkinson Wis." Fine territorial settler's letter. $40.00
1852 green NOR ASHFIELD/MASS., matching killer does not tie 4 margined #11

with 2 mm closed tear at r. $50.00
1853 20 x 55 mm boxed red MORNINGVILLE P.O./ WESTCHESTER Co. N.Y. with

PAlD on stampless Quaker's letter. $60.00

1853 blue 30 mm CAMBRIDGE/Ms. c.d.s, & arc PAID/3 to NYC, there red ADVER·
TISED & later black 37 x 45 mm d.o. P.O. DEPARTMENT/DEAD LETTERoFFICE $75.00

ROBERT DALTON HARRIS
• Gatherin' Historical Paper

P. O. Box 175
Wynantskill, New York 12198

U. S. POSTAL HISTORY

AND

QUALITY STAMPS

Are a regular feature of our public auctions.

Most major areas of collecting are covered includ ing : Stampless from Colonia l to
1850's, Regular Issues from 1847 on, U.S. Postmaster Provisionals, Campaign Covers,
Union Patr iotics, Air Post, Territorials, Fancy Cancels and all phases of Confederate
Posta l History.

Whether you are a beginning or advanced collector of U.S. material, you will find
many items of interest in our lavishly illustrated catalogs ava ilable gratis upon
request.

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

Jobn •. jSaufmann, 3Jnc.
1010 VERMONT AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

202-638-5658
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Al$Oc. Editor
IDENTIFYING IMPRINT COPIES OF THE
3c 1857 PERFORATED 54 AND 55

ROBERT R. HEGLAND

As is well known to specialists in the 3c 1851-57 issue, the plate and position
of a particular imperforate copy can usually be easily identified if that copy
shows a part of the imprint, which appeared as shown in Figure 1. This identi­
fication is made possible by knowing two major factors :

1. The distance from the outer fram e line to the top of the capital letters
of the imprint, as listed in Figure 2, and
2. The "character" 'of the copy, such as the gouged-out upper right
diamond block of Plate lL, the light left frame line of Plate 4, etc. , which
makes it relatively simply to distinguish between most copies where the
distance doesn 't provide complete identification.

Thus , as for most plating, at least two separate factors work together to identify
a particular position.

More challenging is plating imprint copies of the perforated 84 and 85.
While there are but26 different possibl e reconstructions of 4 stamps each for the
13 plates and their different states used primarily for th e imperforate issue,
there are at least 50 reconstructions of 4 stamps each that are possible for the
plates used for 84 and 85. Th e distance from the frame line to the imprint is
known for most of these plate s, but many of the imprints are almost exactly the
same distance from the frame line. Since there is no easily recognizable
"character" to most of the 84 and 85 stamps, another factor is needed to aid
in plating these imprint copies .

Figure 1. The imprint .1 It .pp...... on 51·$3 pl.t... The underlined porilon W.I not tr.nlferred when rocking
the Imprint on the pl.tel for 54-55.

FACTORS IN PLATING 54 AND 55 IMPRINT COPIES
A major alternative factor is the alignment of the imprint with the design

of the stamp along which the imprint lies. Since each imprint wa s aligned
and transferred by hand, th e starting location varies slightly for each plate
that was made. Also influencing the alignment is the fact that the trans­
fer roll used contained the nam e of Casilear who was no longer with the firm.
When this part of the transfer roll was reached in the process of rocking the im­
print on each of the 84 and 85 plates, it was "lifted" from the plate and was
rotated until the ' next information to be transferred was positioned in ap­
proximately the right place before the rocking-in process continued. (The por­
tion of the imprint not showing on the plates used for 84 and 85 stamps is under­
lined in Figure 1.) Thus, the alignm ent of the imprint with the adjacent stamps
varies on different plates since the starting point was usually slightly different
and since, when the imprint transfer roll was reposition ed , it was seldom set
back i,n exactly , the right position to -remove the qasilear name compl etely.
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LEFT IMPR rnT RIGHT IMPRrnT

3
o
II
lL
5E
5L
4
2E
2L
7
8
6
lE

2.75mm
2.25
2.25
2.25
2.00
2.00
2.00
1.75 ­
1. 75
1. 75
1.25
1.00
none

2E
o
3
II
lL
4
7
2L
5E
5L
8
6
lE

2.50
2.00
2.00
1. 75
1. 75
1.67
1.50
1.50
1.25
1.00
none

Figure 2. Th. distance of the top of capital leiters from the outer frame line of 51·53 . Measurements are ap·
proximate I' they are designated in fractions in Dr. Chase'. book. The vertical lines opposite a measurement
identify other plates hiving the same measurement. For example, if 'he distance of • left imprint copy measures
2.25, it could be from plates 0, II, lL, 2E or 2L.

Plating S4 and S5 copies has been possible for many years by those col­
lectors who obtained a set of th e photographs of Dr. Chase's reconstructions
of th e perforated imprints. Since th ese photographs are no longer avail able, this
collector thought that a summary chart might be interesting and useful to col­
lectors who would like to do some basic "plating" of th ese imprint copies but
who did not obtain th e photographs.

1
D'st<>.nce fro",

8 __ {Y"Clnte line. +0+Op
I. en: capli-a.1 'e~",er
V

Figure 3. Detail of the
graphic representation
of the alignment of 54
and 55 with part of
'he imprint.

Figure 3 shows an explana tion of the information that is shown for all
plates of S4 and S5 in Fi gures 4 and 5. A description of how th ese illustrations
were prep ared shou ld be ·understood before attem p ting th eir me in plating.
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CHARTS FOR PLATING 54 AND 55

Figures 4 and 5 show the alignment of the S4 and S5 stamps with their
imprints, the distance to the imprint, and a rough indication of the strength of
the intervening frame line. On these charts, each vertical column is a graphic
representation of the vertical alignment of the stamps to their adjacent im­
print on the pane and plate identified on the chart. The individual positions are
represented by the four long blocks inside each vertical column with a diamond
block shown at the top and bottom of each individual position. The top and
bottom horizontal line of each of these diamond blocks is aligned, as precisely
as possible, with the imprint shown at the right and left of each figure , re­
creating the alignment of the stamp with its imprint. For example, on the left
pane of plate 26, the bottom diamond block of 41L26 is opposite the "G" of
"ENGRAVERS." The bottom of that diamond block ends just before the
vertical leg of the "R." The frame line is O.8mm from the top of the "G" and is
of average (A) strength. The different codes used are given on the side of the
chart as well as in Figure 3.

In attempting to make the charts as complete as possible, the top and bot­
tom of the diamond blocks of the positions missing from or not completely pic­
tured in the Chase reconstructions have, where possible, been drawn using two
horizontal lines, close together, to show the possible range for the actual line
at the top or bottom of the diamond block. These were estimated for the top
three positions on each plate by measuring an average distance from an estab­
lished point on one of those positions or from an earlier or later state of the plate.
A more difficult situation arises with the bottom position on each reconstruction,
since this position is the first entry from the second use of the 6-position transfer
roll used for the S4 and S5 plates. Although the alignment of this position with
the impressions of the stamps above it is usually very accurate, (hence the
distance to the imprint is about the same as the distance of the above D, E, and
F Reliefs) , the vertical distance from the above F Relief may vary slightly. Con­
sequently, the alignment of this position with the imprint can, in some cases,
only be approximated; hence, the greater distance between the probable top and
bottom lines of these diamond blocks in Figures 4 and 5.

These charts will identify most of the imprint copies but certainly not all
due to the great similarity of a few plates and due to paper shrinkage which
will cause some variation in measurements and which, no doubt, has caused
some discrepancy in the distances shown in Figures 4 and 5. To use these charts ,
the following steps are suggested:

1. Determine whether the stamp is from the left or right pane. Copies from
the left pane have the imprint on the left; from the right pane, on the right.

2. Lay a straightedge (preferably a transparent, accurate millimeter scale)
over the stamp where one of the capital letters of the imprint is close to one of
the upper or lower diamond blocks.

3. Align this straightedge along the top or bottom of the top or bottom label
and diamond block. Precision in this step is very important.

4. Determine exactly where the straightedge intersects the adjacent (capital)
letter.

5. Recreate this intersection by aligning on the appropriate left or right pane
chart another straightedge at the corresponding point in the same adjacent (cap­
ital) letter in the imprint shown on both the left and right of the chart. The
second imprint on each chart is, of course, provided exclusively for this alignment.

6. See which diamond blocks on the chart closely correspond to the edge of
the straightedge. This, if done accurately, will usually identify the plate or at
least a very few alternative possibilities.

7. To confirm the plate or eliminate several that may be close to one another,
measure the distance from the middle of the frame line to the top of a capital
letter nearest the diamond block and see which of the plates identified in step
6 comes closest. H it is necessary to measure this distance to the top of a lower
case letter, use the underlined distances on the chart. If the frame line is ex­
tremely faint or missing, the distance should be measured from the outside edge
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of the diamond block or tesselated work. This measurement is marked by an
asterisk on the chart.

8. If two plates are still nearly identical, determine if the frame line is
heavy(H) , average(A) , light(L) , or faint(F) and compare your estimate with
the letters inside the representations of each stamp. This is a very subjective tool
and should be avoided, if possible.

As a check for the final results, a summary of the distances of the top of the
capital letters in the imprint from the middle of the adjacent frame line has been
included at the left of Figures 4 and 5. The range is caused , of course, by several
factors, such as the imprint being slightly skewed or the frame line being at a
different distance from the stamps at the top of the imprint than it is from those
at the bottom of the imprint. The vertical lines to the right of the distance chart
identify panes with about the same distance measurement. These distances were
found by using a special engineering magnifying glass that has tenths of a milli­
meter marked on the scale. Due to paper shrinkage and the fact that the photo­
raphs from which these measurements were taken were not exactly full size,
some variations in the measurements may be expected. This variation should not
be more than D.Imm,

Because of the method used to reproduce line drawings in The Chronicle,
the accuracy of the alignments shown in Figures 4 and 5 may be somewhat re­
duced from the accuracy of the original charts. This collector will be glad to for­
ward copies of the original charts to others who are interested and who will
report the positions they have upon receipt of a self-addressed, stamped # 10
envelope.

a' 1)'

1
-----------------]-" -- --------:--------- - ----- - .
-- -- ---- ---- ----- - -

- - ------ -- -- - -- - - --- - - -- - -- --
20-28

Figure 6. Representation of the horizontal alignment of the left and right imprints. G.eatly exaggerated for this
diagram, A and II show how the imprints for plates 9·19 were aligned. A' and II' show how thas. Imprints
tend to "follow" each other and keep a r.latively constant relationship. The dashed lines show the relative
ends of the imprint as compared to thoM on 'he opposite pane. C and D, C' and D' show the same relation·
ships for plates 20 through 28.

PANES K AND L ASSIGNED TO PLATES .
Students of S4 and S5 will notice in Figure 4 that panes K and L have been

assigned to plates 13 and 17, respectively. This has been done due to the dis­
covery of a plate imprint and plate number copy which matches the imprint dis­
tance and alignment of pane L. This copy was discovered by this collector,
confirmed by T. J. Alexander, and is the only known copy bearing part of th e
plate number 17. It was discovered while using thes e charts during the last year.

RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN LEFT AND RIGHT IMPRINTS OF S4 AND S5
In examining these charts several peculiarities were noticed which may prove

of some interest to specialists.
On all plates after plate 20, the imprint on the left pane is higher and that

on the right pane is lower, with the exception of 27R, than the imprints on plates
9-19 as shown in Figures 6 and 7. This leads to the probability that pane J is 22L.

If the representations of the stamps from the left and right panes are over­
layed, the imprints from the right pane from plates 9-19 are higher than those
of the corresponding left pan e approximately by the length of the word "Cincin­
nati." Nevertheless, the placement of the pair of imprints on each plate is very
close in that when the imprint is Iowan the left pane of one plate it is low
by nearly exactly the same distance on the right pane.
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Figure 7. The alignment of left and right imprints on plates 9.19(A ) and 20.28 (8 and C.). The chart actually
shows the difference in the alignment of the stamps from the left and right panes with " L" identifying left
pane stamps and "R" iden tifying right , with the imprints positioned as shown . Since we know the stamps
were approximately in a straight line across the full plate, the general relationsh ip of the left and right im­
prints can be deduced. The distance between the Land R for each plate represents the approximate rea l dif·
ference in the alignment of the imprints on an enlarged scale .

On plates 20-28 the imprints appear nearly directly opposite each other.
Again, if the left imprint is in a slightly higher or lower position on one plate
than it is on other plat es, th e right imprint of th at plate is also nearl y exactly th e
same distance higher or lower , with th e exception of 20, 27, and 28 which vary
from this general rul e by only th e length of about 2 letters in the imp rint. This
peculi ari ty is shown in Figure 7.

Using this relati onship, it appears th at pane I is from plate 13 and that
pane H is from plate 17. This is, however, speculation based only on the above
corrections which are, admittedly, not consistent. This does, however, lend fur ­
th er substantiation to the conclusions th at we re drawn by T. W. Simpson in mak­
ing these same tentati ve assignments based on the "characte r" of the stamps from
these panes.

CONCLUSION
This collector has been interested in th e possibilities offered by gra phic

representations such as those show n in Figures 4 and 5 as an aid in platin g
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not only S4 and S5 but also SI through S3. There are many techniques and
factors involved in such plating that can be reduced to such graphics which,
when properly executed, help to considerably reduce the number of alternative
positions to examine in detail from the Chase photographs. Any other collectors
who have used this sort of approach, who have similar short cuts for plating,
or who are interested in this technique are invited to correspond and share th eir
ideas and knowledge. This collector does not cl'lim to be a plating au thority
by any means, but is interes..ed in methods and techniques that may help others
to discover the fascination of being ab le to fully identify the plate, pane, and
exact position of a plate that was used to print a particular copy of the 3c 1851
or 1857 issues.

STAMP CODE
The shorthand notat ions used in th is section for th e 3e stamp of 1851-57 are em p loyed as

follows, th e eode sym bol to left of the hyphen and th e Scott's U. S. Sp ecialized Catalo gue num­
ber to right of the hyphen:

THREE CE NT5: 51-lO; 52-II (including Plate I La te or ange brown) ; 53-25; 54-26A;
55-26. 51, 52 and 53 Types are; T ype I-recut vertica l inner lin es at right and left ; Type
lA-inner line recut on ly at left ; Type IB-inner lin e recut on ly at right; T ype IC- no recut
inner lines.
AUCTIONS
Occasionally, we have considered reporting on unusual items that appear

at auction. A beginning was prompted by a note from Mr . Mortimer L. Neinken
calling our attention to two outstanding items in Mr. Sol Salkind's auction of
February 27, 1974. Both are illustrated here.

The first (Figure 1 ), bears a l c Type VA (50R5 ) whi ch is the only copy
of which Mr. Neinken has a record that shows a part of the right pla te number
from Plate 5. We would be interested in knowing what rate this 4c paid. If the
lc stamp was for a carrier fee to the Worcester postoffice, why wasn't it can­
celled with the grid that cancelled the 3c stamp? Is there some connection be-

FI"... ,

tween the manuscript cancellation of the lc stamp and the manuscript oblitera­
tion of the townrnark?

The second (Figure 2) , is a cover with a strip of six of the lOc 1857 per­
forated stamps from Plate 1 (46 , 56, 66, 76, 86, 96Ll), showing every type found
on the plate (Types III, II , III, IV, IV, I) . Unfortunately, one stamp is missing
from this 7x rate cover. The lot describer was so taken with this remarkable
combination of types that he fail ed to note th e "Via Tehuan tapec" endorsement,
and this part of the cover did not show in the catalogue illustration. Whoever
bough t this cover for the stamps received quite a bonus!
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TWELVE CENT 1857 (PLATE 3)
Mr. Walte r 1. Eva ns reports a new early date for the 12c perforated stamp

from Plate 3 (Scott No. 36b) . This cover received the New York townmark on
December 9, 1859, seven mon ths prior to the previous ear liest reported date of
June 1, 1860. The back bears a clear Paris receiving handstamp dated December
20, 1859. The cover has been in philatelic hands for many years (i t was part of
th e 1950 Moody Sale), and Mr. Evans was the first to recognize its significance
as the earliest known example from Plate 3.
~~~~~~"

I
~ Borrow with confidence :i

, , In any emergency, borrow ~
the money you need at ~

I,Eddm aJ./'S' Use your col lec- I'.' ~WJ tion as colla teral and still
retain com plete ownership.

~ At Ede lma n's, you can W
~ ' obtain qu ick, confidential J.~J

~
' . -. loans for any amo unt up ~li
~Ui to 80% of !he value of ~QJ
~ you r properties - from ~

~ $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
r~. ~rite today for further ~
~ info rmation. ,~~

I e ~ ;I 30~:~~~~:' !~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ~L (Suburban Philadelphia) ~'Qj

~~~~~

ASHBROOK
SPECIAL SERVICE

I have a few high qua lity reprints of
this exce llen t philateli c study of covers
and stamps . The o rig inal se rvice sold
for $7 00, and wa s onl y ava ilable to a
very few .

This rep rint is on bond paper, and
the reprod uct ion of the te xt and photos
is supe rior to the or ig inal. This reprint
is no t to be confused w ith the inferior
cop ying machine reproduction made
several ye ars ago.

PRICE - $200.00

WILLIAM O. BILDEN
801 Hennepin Ave. Minneapolis. Minn. 55403
The Chronicle / May 1974 / Vol. 26, No .2 85



THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
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A FIRST DAY COVER OF THE 1861 ISSUE

CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

Fo r a great many postal historians around th e world, and parti cularl y for
he student specia lists of the United States issues of 1861, a very significant eve nt
ook place at the Rob ert A. Siegel Auction Galleries in New York City on June
3, 1973. On that date, the Siegel organiza tion was conducting their 433rd sale
n a continuing series which has already passed the 25 year milestone, thi s partic­
lar sale being one of those sales devoted to postal history of th e United States.
bout mid-afternoon on June 13, lot numbe r 940 went under the auctioneer's
ammer. quoting from the sale catalog, which also pictured the lot, th e descrip­

ion read . 3c deep rose pink (64b). Gorgeous cover. Tied by clear 'Baltimore,
d., Aug. 17.' Earliest Known date on the 3c 1861, matching earliest known

ate for any 1861 issue. Fine stamp on fresh, neat cover; clear 1861 docketing. A
arvelou s, matchless Postal History Cover ."

Through the kind perm ission of the Robert A. Siegel organization, we are
ble to illustrate th e face of th e cover sold as lot number 940 in sale number
33, this being shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1. A 3c volue of the 1861 issue used on cover from Baltimore, Maryland, In Aug. 17 (1861), addressed
to Elizabeth Trimble Troth in Philadelphia, P,. Type B postmark.

It may be noted that this ar ticle is headed to describe thi s cover as a first
day cover, rather than as an "earliest known use," as indi cated in the Siegel
catalog description. In th e opinion of this writer, Figur e 1 illustrat es wha t is not
only th e earliest known use on cover of any 1861 issue stamp, but an actual First
Day Cover of that issue. Our explanation of thi s opinion will be given later in
this article, but here it should be noted th at , according to the Siegel orga niza­
tion , th e subject cover was only one item in the "Troth" correspond ence collec­
tion which its recent past owner retained intact from an original find of man y
years ago. Other covers of the Troth correspondence included prope rly used
examples of the U. S. 1847 issue, as well as some exceptional Westtown locals.
Th e "Aug. 17-Baltimore" cover had been noted by its recent past owner as
being of an earlier use than noted in the Scott cata log and any credit for its
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discovery as being the earliest known used cover-a First Day- should be as­
signed to him. Thi s particular gentleman desires anonymit y in connection with
the sale of his collecti on by the Siegel organization , and we will respect his wish.

The existence of covers showing use of Augu st 17, 1861 at Balt imore, Mary­
land , has long been accepted by serious postal histori ans as being in the realm
of distinct possibility. Their belief in thi s regard was genera ted by the knowl­
edge th at a single used copy, off cover, of th e lc 1861 value existed with a date
of Aug. 17, 1861, as part of a Baltimore marking struck squa rely and clearly on
the stamp. As may be not ed , the town postmark was thu s employed as a can ­
celler ; although aga inst the provisions of th e Postal Laws and Regulations, the
requirement for separa te killers was th en being ignored by many offices, so that
the short section on the P. L. & R. included in th e front of th e 1862 List of Post
Offices cont ained a reminder concerning the matter.

TYPE" A T YP ~ J3 TV'~Ci

Figure 2. Some of the mojor Baltimore postmarks used during the period, lB61.1867.

!'ostal Ma rking Tvpe

Type A
T yp e B
Type r:
T ype E
T' pe F (Du p lex)

TABLE
O utside Dia meter

Measu rem en t
:\0 mm
29 mm

31Y2 mm
31 111m
:In nun

Co lor of
Mark in g Ink

Blu e
Blu e
Blu e
Blu e
Blu e

Kn own Years of Usage
Du ring th e 1861-67 per iod

1861
1861-1862

1861
1862

I Hli3-li4-6'i-66 ·67

Th e Ic 1861 stamp with the Aug. 17 Baltimore markin g was reported and
publicly displayed by Warren DuBois of Ca lifornia as early as th e late 1930's.
Until lot No. 940 of Siegel's 433rd sale came along, the odds were steadily in­
creas ing th at an actual First Day cover of th e 1861 issue would never be known!
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The single off-cover lc 1861 stamp reported by Warren DuBois carries about
two-thirds of the full Baltimore postal marking, which, however, very clear ly
reads "AUG /17/ 1861." This stamp has been illustrated a number of times in
the last 30 years, including in the Chronicle. It will be found on page 204 of
the November 1971 issue (Whole No. 72) , together with a discussion and a
sketch of the marking.

In our attempt to pinpoint the year of use for the cover shown in Figure 1,
we compared its postal marking with the illustration of the off-cover l c stamp,
which was found to be different in style. This difference can be explained by
the fact that more than one marking device was in use at the Baltimore post
office during the 1861-67 period. Tracings of some of th e known markings of
this office are shown in Figure 2. For purposes of identification in this ar ticle ,
alphabe tical designations have been assigned to the various postmarks, and
the accompanying table shows detail such as outsid e diameters, colors of mark­
ing ink, and approximate years of use inthe period 1861-67, as noted on covers
seen by the wri ter.

Th e l c 1861 off-cover stamp, postmarked on Aug. 17, 1861, and widely known
as the 'Dulsois copy , carries what is shown in Figure 2 as the Type A marking.
By the same cha rt , the postmark on the 3c stamp on the cover shown in Figure 1
is the Type B marking.

In examining the Aug. 17 cover , it may be noted that its dock eting legends,
"R. Bartlett reed 8/19-1861" and "replied to 8/ 19-1861" both confirm the 1861
year date of the postmark. When other examples of the Troth correspondence
are examined, all seem to be dock eted in a similar manner and penmanship.
This is particu larly evident in the numerals of "1861," and four typical covers of
this correspondence with such dock eting are shown in Figures 3 through 6. Th e
docketing da tes of the se covers as well as of the Aug. 17 cover , the shades of
colors of the 3c 1861 stamps, and the general forma t of the Baltimore postmarks,
all add confidence to this writer's belief that the cover is an 1861 use, and the re­
fore a true First Day Cover of the 1861 issue of' U. S. stamps.

Figur. 3. Another v. ry .orly UIO of Ih. 3c 1161 lIomp , uMd fro m Ioilimoro on Aug . 29, 1161, olio .... tho
Trolh co,," pond. nc• • Typ. C pOll mark .

To add fur the r data, an attempt was made to identify the addressee, Eliza­
beth Trimble Troth, to whom the Aug. 17 and other covers are directed at "No.
156 N. Ninth St., Phil adelphia, Pa." Through the very kind assistance of Mr.
William Felker, in charge of the Gen eral Information Department of the Free
Library of Philad elphia, it was learned that the Troth family lived at 156 North
Ninth Street in Philad elphia from at least 1858 through 1873, and possibly into
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the early months of 1874. No reference to Miss Elizabeth has been found in the
records, all indicating th at one Samuel F. Troth was the householder at th e ad­
dr ess given in 1861. Troth is listed in the Philadelphia directory as being a drug­
gist and/or merchant, conducting his business at four different loca tions at
various periods from 1858 through 1874. Although it cannot be conclusively
proven at this time, it seem s reasonably cer tain tha t Elizabeth Troth was the
daughter or sister of Samuel F. Troth. According to Mr. Felker, had Elizabeth
Troth been th e wife of Samuel Troth, she would probably have been listed
as head of the household in at least one of the directories in the years noted, and,
as a matter of fact, the cover shown in Figure 6 is addressed to "Miss Lizzie
Troth," who . it is assumed, is th e same person as Elizabeth Trimble Troth.

Figur. 4. Stili .nother coyer of the Troth corrMpondenc•• Uled from a..l timo r., Sept. 10, 1161. Type A pollmlrk.

FIRST DAY OR EA RLIEST KNOWN USE?

As indicated previously, Figure 1 illustra tes what, in our opinion, is the only
presently known First Day Co ver of the 1861 issue, as well as being the ea rliest
known use on cover of that issue. To arri ve at this conclusion, it must first be
acknowledged John N. Luff wa s somewhat ind ecisive as to the actu al date of
issue of the 1861 stamps in his series in the A merican [ournal of Philately (Vol.
XI, page 54) in 1898, and his book Postage Stamps of the United States, published
in 1902. However , the late Stanley B. Ashbrook stated, in the July 1946 issue
of the American Philatelist ( page 865) , "The official records of the National
Bank Not e Company of New York Cit y disclose that th e first deliveries of the
1861 adhesive postage stamps were mad e to the Stamp Agent of th e Post Office
Department in th e City of New York, on Friday, August 16, 1861."

In making thi s sta tement, Mr. Ashbrook was referring directly to information
previously appearing in Pat Paragraphs, wr itten, published and issued by the
late and great Elliott Perry, in the February 1932 issue ( No. 8) . The fact was
repeated several times in subsequent issues of th e Pats noting in th e October
1939 issue, "The records of th e Nati onal Bank Not e Company however , do not
show an y deliveries until August 16th, and the delivery on that da y was Ord er
No.1." In December 1942, Perry made a nearly identical statement, except for
not ing that Order No. 1 included all eight values of the 1861 stamps.

In his "History of Preparation of the U. S. 1861 Stamps," a paper read before
th e Coll ectors Club of New York, the late Clarence Brazer added further in­
formation on June 4, 1941. The pap er was subsequently published in the July
1941 issue of the Collectors Club Philatelist , and included th e wording of the
six year contract made between the Post Office Department and the National
Bank Note Company in 1861 for the printin g of the new stamps to be issued
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that year. This contract specifically called for the stamps to be delivered to "the
Agent of the Department at New York."

To complete the picture of the transfer of the stamps to the Post Office De­
partment from the Printer, and then on to the various post offices, it is then quite
certain that the earli est date on which the Stamp Agent at New York City could
have had any 1861 stamps in his possession to allot to post offices was August 16,
1861. At this point it seems desirable to review briefly the method used to trans­
fer the stamps from the Stamp Agent to the post offices. As always with any
form of securities or other valua bles, it was necessary that some method of ac­
counting be set up. As we understand it, the procedure was that postmasters
would order required stocks of stamps from the Th ird Assistant Postmast er in
Washington, using the form shown in Figur e 7. As noted on the form, is was
recommend ed that about three month s' supplies be ordered at a time. Appar­
ently, upon rece iving the order, it was entered , and the Stamp Agent at New
York-cor wherever the printer of the stam ps was located- was ord ered by Wash­
ington to ship the required amounts of each denomination directlr to the
postmaster ordering them. Fi gure 8 shows the postmaster's portion 0 th e bill
of lading. This portion accompanied the stamps, and includ ed a receipt which
was signed , tom off, and retu rned to the office of the Third Assistant Postmaster
General in Was hington, presumab ly so tha t Auditor's accou nts could be made and
other appropriate records kept. The form shown in Figure 8 notes the total
value of the stamps sent, but does not list out the denom inations or amounts of
each, although it might be guessed that the returned receipt portion did list
these out in detail.

Figure 5. From the Troth correspondence, used from "Itlmore on Oct. 9, 1861. Type II postmark.

Considering the delays, documented elsewhere and at length , in getting sup­
plies of the 3c stam p of satisfactory ink and color qua lity into produ ction, and
the fac t tha t the previous Toppan, Carpenter & Co. contract had expired, and that
the Post-Office Department, not wishing to have excess supplies of the 1857
stamps on hand, had let 1857 stamp supplies get very low in August 1861, it seems
probabl e that many post offices were out of stamps. Undoubtedl y, the Stamp
Agent had numerous large orders for stamps on hand, to be filled as soon as
stamps were ava ilable to send. But, as E lliott Perry noted in his Pat Paragraphs,
No. 43, page 1369, "The facts are that distribution of the 1861 adhesives to post
offices began on August 16, 1861, and therefore no post office received , or could
have received , a supply before the 16th of that month."
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The next important piece of documentary evidence to consider in logically
establi shing August 17, 1861, as the earlies t possible date for use of th e new
series of adhes ive stamps of 1861 was th e circular letter of the Third Assistan t
Postmaster General, which was sen t to all post offices during the first few days
of August 1861. Through this commu nication, Mr. A. N. Zevely instructed all
post offices "to give public noti ce through th e newspapers and oth erwise's-what­
ever "otherwise" meant. (The letter also included the de ta ils of the six day ex­
change period, during which .~. ther th e old or th e new stamps were acceptable,
which has been wri tten up extensively as the demonetizati on procedure. ) Ob­
viously, any public announcement could only be made after the new stamps had
safe ly arrived at an given office.

With Mr. Zevely's instructions in mind, had any post office received th e new
stamps during th e course of the business day on August 16th , it seems hardly
plausible for that post office to still have time during th e same dai] to give public
not ice that the stamps were ava ilable for purchase. But it should be noted that
there was really nothing to keep the post office from selling the new stamps
to any customer with letters to mail who requested stamps. In fact, had the
particular post office actually been out of stamps, or at least out of the lower
values, then it would have been forced to sell the new stamps.

Flgur. 6. From the Troth correspondence, but from I diff...nt Blltlmore source thin the previously lIIudrlled
cove... Used on Sept. 25, 1861. Type C postmork.

It has been esta blished th at Aug ust 16, 1861, was th e date of delivery for
the new 1861 issues to the Stamp Agent at New York City, from th e National
Bank Note Company. Because of the eve nts that followed within a 24 hour
period, it is safe to assum e that th e Stamp Agent received th e supply of the
new stamps at a very early hour at the sta rt of a business day, and then sub­
sequently employed the services of the existing railroad companies to transport
th e stamps out of New York City, thus filling orde rs for stamps on hand from
major post offices in areas loyal to the northern cau se. ( Although Baltimore had
been th e scene of an attack on Fe deral tro ops passing through th e city in the
spring, by th e tim e the stamps were issued, Baltimore was considered to be held
strongly by the Northern interests. ) Even in 1861, it would not be difficult to
transport the stamps to Baltimore in time to place the ad in the newspape rs for
appearance on the 17th. In Pat Paragraphs No. 6, page 115, Elliott Perry quoted
both the notice and a report of what happened, the former appearing on August
17, 1861, and th e latter appearing the following Monday, the 19th, in the Balti­
more "American and Commercial Advertiser."
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POST OFFICE NOTICE
T he public are hereby no tified th a t the Postmaster at Ba lt im ore will be prepared
fro m this da te 10 Exchange E:>IVELOPES and STAMPS of th e new style for an
equivalent amou nt of the o ld issue. up to THU RSDAY. the 22nd , instant, a fter
which the old issue will not be received in paymen l of lett ers m a iled a t this office .

WM. P URNE LL . Postmaste r
au 17-t22 Balt im ore . Md .

P lease forward fur tho lISC of this oflice the following Postage Stamps :

d71rrt: 0/ ..
(DAn: )

gJi"JI ej~l,~c at .

~(iJl ly ,,/ ..

Tnmo A SSISTA:;T POSnlASTER G ZXEnAL :

.. ~

..... ~

~
] _ _ Two-cent.. . . .. $
~
~ __ T hree-cen t - .

$- _ _ -

Tl'tal ·· · · $

_ __._.._ ._ Ten-cent •• .. . . . . .• • .. .• •• . . .•••. ..• .• ..

Total·· $ /JI
=~=====!==~

____.__ Ninety-cent - . .
1----1

Avera ge monthly sales of stamps . . .• . . . . . . .

A"crnbo monthly sales of envelopes .

Amount of stamps Gn hand at this date . . . . . . $ .

Amount of envelopes on hand at this date- . . $..._ _ ._ _ .._..__

____ _ ._ _ _ , Postmaster.

,._ _ Six-cent , official, No. 3 · . _. .. , . .. . . . . .•.. .
1- - - - -:- ---11

_ _ _ _ _ T wo-cent , let ter size, No.2 · · · · $1
_.._ __.._ Three-cent, note size, No. 1 .

_ .. Three-cent, letter size, No.2 . · .... -" . . . ..

And the following Stamped Envelopes:

_ _ F ivc-cen t , , .

_ ..__ __._ .._ Thirt y-cent .. .. . . . . .. .. . . • . . . . .. . . . . . . . .

_.__.._..__.__ ._ T wenty -four -ceut ...• • - . • - , - .

_ _ _.._ Twelve-cent - .

~ _.._ -

Flgur. 7. Form us.d by postm ost... In the 1860's to ord.r suppli.s of stomps ond pootol stotion.ry from the'01' OHic. Deportm.nt.
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This ad ran from the 17th th rough the 22nd, bu t on and after the 19th, the fol­
lowing paragraph was added:

T he sma ller Post Offices in the neigh borh ood can excha nge their stamps tip to
Sep tember 17, 1861.

On Monday, a report of the Saturday events at the post office appeared, as fol­
lows:

EXC HANGE O F POST O FFI CE STA M PS.-On Sat urda y, th e stamp dep art ment
of the Balt im ore Post Office was literally besieged with crowds of persons anxious
to exc hange the old sty le stamps for th e new ones now issui ng by th e Depa rt ment.
Seve ra l extra clerks were required to a tt end to the dema nds . as some of th e clai ma nts
had lar ge quanti tie s of stam ps with th em. All persons holding th em sho u ld have
th em promptly exc ha nge d. o therwise th ey may lose th ei r va lue . Mr . Purnell , by way
of accommodation , has ex tende d th e tim e of exc hange for the sma lle r post o ffices
to th e 17th of Sep temb er.

It is of interest, that of all the stamps purchased at Baltimore on August 17,
1861, but a single loose stamp and a single cover with a stamp have survived
of those used on th at day.

The adverti sement indicat es the pattern of distribution known to have been
follow ed , in that for the most part lar ger offices were supplied at first, and th e
smaller sur rounding offices were instructed either to ord er from the Department
or to exchange wi th the local larger offices.

Few major post offices could have received their stamps in time to have
placed their noti ces in th e local papers to appear on Saturday, th e 17th, and
of those which could. apparen tly Baltimore is th e only one th at did. Baltimore
is but 200 miles by rail from New York, and of the intervening citi es which un­
doubtedly also received shipments of stamps late on the 16th , Philadelphia did
not place notices un til the 18th and othe rs, locat ed elsewhere, were on the
18th or lat er .

When the Stamp Agent received the ini tial supply of stamps from the Na­
tional Bank Note Compan y, the closest major post office was , of course, New
York City. Strange ly, th e New York postmaster , William B. Ta ylor , did not make

./.

SIR: I send, herewith . a parcel 0/ postage stamps amounting to $ /3. .
Upon receioing tlinn you will p lease date, sign, an d transmit the annexed receip t to th s Th ird Assistan,

Postmaster General, at Washingt on, D. C.

if any pa rcel (1 posta ge stamps be damaged, the Postm aster will sign the receipt fo r the wlw'e

am ount of' the parcel. and having iorit ten across the face 0/ the receip t the number and amount 0/ stamps

unfit jiJr use, he will retur n such, togeth~r with the receipt, to the T hird Assistant Postmaster General, uh»

will gi rt' credit fur tIle amount returned. B ut if the damage be total, the entire parcel should be returned.

with the receipt not sig ned. that a pa rcel in order may be sent in pla ce 0/ them.

A ll app licat ions jill' p ostage stamps or stamped envelopes mUst be addressed to the Tnmn '-\'SSIST.\ XT

POSTMA STER GrX r T:AL. " ' .\ ~IllXGTO); , D. C. III 110 case to the A gency at Neiu Yur'

~ PO:::nL\STERS ARE EXPECTED. ill each case, to order what, IIpon a careful estimate.

may be deemed a .<lIjJiciellt supply if the 1'07 ious k inds (I stamps for thr ee months ; and they arc required,

ill eury instance, to serite the name r1' the Post Office, Couno) , alld Stat e, p rainly , at the head of their

orders, which should be sign ed by the Postma sters thrm scltes , and relate to 110 other subjea uhatete r.

Very respectfully,

DANIEL )1. BOYD,

.'1/:cnt.

Figure a. aill of loding occamponying sh ipment of stomps from the Stomp Agent ot the Notianol aonk Nate
Campony. New York. The ba»am portion of the farm hOI opp ..ently been tarn aH. IS required by the in·
,'ructions, and returned , signed a•• receipt for the .hipment of .'ampl.
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any announcement of the new stamps being avail able for exchange until Mon­
da)', September 16, 1861. According to the late Morris Fortgang, in an art icle in
Stamps magazine of December 1, 1956, the New York post office did receive
supplies of the stamps on Sunday, August 18th. We have no reason to explain
the "two day lag" in delivering the first supplies of the stamps to the New York
post office. Again, we turn to Elliott Perry to tell us why the publishing of the
notices regarding the exchange of the old stamps for the new was delayed until
September 16, 1861. In Pat Paragraphs No. 47 (April 1945) Mr. Perry quoted
the following series of newspaper notices:

Postal
T he Postm aster will not be prep ar ed to exc hange new postage sta m ps for o ld

ones before Monday or Tuesday of next week . The orde r issued rel ative to fan cy
envelopes do es not include any of th e infin ite var iet y of pat riot ic Union envelopes,
but simp ly those of an obsce ne o r person al character. The number of letters
addressed to Southe rn Sta tes continues to be quite la rge not wi th standin g th e noti ce
that all such are forw arded to th e Dead Le tt er Office at Washington . On Sa tu rday
69 were recei ved and on Su nday. 5.

(Tribu ne, Aug . 20. 1861) .

POSTAGE STAMPS.-The new sta mps will be rea dy for deliv ery on or abo u t
Sep t. I. a fter wh ich tim e six days a re to be a llo wed for exc ha nge . T he Postm aster
received a large number of the new sta mps a week since; but as his supply was
th ou ght to be ins ufficient. it was deemed p ru dent to wait until the p ri n ters m igh t
be able to produce three millions for the New-York office. and then p ublis h th e
fac t of hi s readiness III adopt th e new post al token.

(T imes, Aug. 25. 1861) .

Perry then noted that the supply of stamps mentioned as being received "a week
since" was evidently from Order No. 1 (Aug. 16th ) and Order No. 2 (Aug. 17th) ,
which deliveries totalled 7,592,360 stamps. The next delivery was Order No.3
on August 20th . He then qu oted still mor e notices ;

Postage stamps.
T he new postage sta mps. of which th e Postmaster has recei ved a large but in ­

su fficient supply. are to be issued on the 1st of Sep tember or sho rt ly th ereaft er.
p rovid ed at th at tim e th ere sha ll be th ree mill ion s of the m in th e Ne w York Post
Offi ce . T he Pos tmas ter th us delays th e utteran ce of the new tokens of pos tal pay­
ment from a sense of ju st ice. As th e stamps now in use will be wort hless six days
subseque nt to th e appearance of the new stamp. it has been deemed adv isable to
postpon e the day of issue un til suc h time as th e Post Office sha ll have on han d an
inexh au stable stoc k. T he prin ters are bu sily enga ged . and a re producing a million
daily. The di st ributing offices throughout the loyal States have received th e new
stamp. wh ich is alread y in use in some qu arters .

(T ribu ne, Aug. 26. 1861)
THE NEW POSTAGE STAMPS

New York has barely a mill ion sta mps. as her share of the new sta m ps. and th e
Postm aster desires to begi n with at least three m illi ons. Consequen tly. no twithstan d­
ing th e printers a re very bu sy. th e new stamps ca nno t be exc ha nged before th e end
of th e week . Meantime. the public shou ld not for get th at th e stam ps now in use
will be worthless within a wee k fro m th e time when th e Postmaster send s forth th e
first sta mp of the ne w design . It is scarce ly necessary to add tha t the new stamp
will be worthless in the re bel sta tes.

(Times , Sept. I. 1861) .

Actual use of the new stamps could have occurred at the New York post
office prior to Sept. 16, 1861, had a person procured such a stamp at some other
location where they were available, and then carri ed the sta mp into New
York to be used on a letter mailed from that office. However, the sequence
of newspaper notices quoted by Perry and again, above, seems to preclude any
chance that the new stamps were ava ilable anywhere other than at Baltim ore
prior to Aug. 18, 1861.

For this reason, I believe that the Augu st 17, 1861 uses of the U. S. 1861
stamps from Baltimore represent , not only the earliest known use, but what is
actually a First Day of issue, so that the cover show n as Figure 1 represents the
first recorded First Day Cover of the 1861 issues.

Now that the first Fi rst Day Cover of the 1861 issues has attained its
place in postal history annals, we are reminded that the compl ete record of all th e
post offices which received stamps from the shipment s from Order No. 1 has
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still never been asse mbled. It must be assembled from new spaper notices and
th ese can be found in microfilm records of early newspap ers in large local
libraries. Just anothe r challenge facing the serious student of the 1861 issues!
Meanwhile, an y com ments relating to the data and comments mad e in this article
should be forwarded to th e writer at 8081 Aquad ale Drive, Youngstown, Ohio
44512 .
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EDITORIAL
From tim e to tim e, the Period Editor not es auction de scriptions which in­

clude inte rpre ta tions of ra tes or markings, or include other comme nts we believe
to be misleading in describing a usage or the rarity of a cover or stamp. It
should be understood that such descriptions ar e quot ed in these pages primaril y
to remind our readership that they sho uld do their own interpretations as far as
possibl e, which can often be done very we ll ind eed if th e auction lot description
does completely and correctl y describe th e item. The auction lot descriptions
following have been cull ed from both recent and ancient catalogs issued by
auction houses fam ous or obscure , but in all cases , not ide ntified. W e do not
intend th at our comments be taken simply as criticism of auction describers; we ,
too, get carried away a bit at tim es and also make mistakes.

Each desc ription quo ted is followed by our reasons for includ ing the partic-
ular item herein, with, perhaps, a few comme nts.

596 (Cover sym bo l) A possible Un ion PO\\' cover , pmkd . C DS "O ld Point Co m fo rt,
Va. Sep 9" SI I " Due 3" to Cuba . x . Y. Blue dbl -Iine " Cu ba, x . Y. 1864" Mss.
"So ld ie r 's lcu er, J . II. Guin , Cha p la in " VF .

This is actua lly a norma l soldier's letter , with a sold ier's letter certification signed
by a cha plain, th e reg iment or military orga niza tion of which should have been
given, as required by regulations. There is abso lute ly no reason, based upon
the description of the cover, why it could be conside red a possible POW letter.
Actua l POW covers, whi ch were exchanged at Old Point Comfort, normally
bear censor markings and certa inly should have some indicati on of a southe rn
origin before any such claim could be made. In 1864, literally thousands of
letters from soldiers of Grant's arm y were mailed at Old Point Comfort daily,
and many of these we re certified as such so that they could be mail ed collect.

The next thr ee lots are only quoted in part, and all three describe covers
bearing typ es of the "u.S. Ship" mark ing.

587 (Sta m p ) U. S. Ship . Clear double ci rcle . . . . on 3c Deep rose (6:;) . . . One of
the pmks, used at th e n ion Na val H dq rs. at Ship Island . . . .
30,1 (Cover) U . S. Shi p . Bol d Str, Line t ics 3c rose ((j:;) " Ph iladel p h ia , Pa .
.Jlll y 1 86~ " pmk . . . Fin e exa m p le o f C ivi l Wa r Xava l Mail fro m the At lant ic
Bloc kadi ng Fle e t ."
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304 (Cover) U. S. Shi p. Bold st ri ke. 3(' Rose (6 :») . 'Tied by " Ph il' a Pa ." smal l circ le .
Nav a l mail from Atlant ic Blockading Sq uadron. . ..

The Period Editor has been engaged in a study of the U. S. Ship markings for
nearly twenty years, and these descriptions imply data upon wh ich th e writer
has speculated in print, but not with th e confidence or authority impli ed by
the descriptions. We believe it possible that th ese markings were struck by route
agents assigned to Army or Navy despatch and headquarters vesse ls, but nu
proof is known to us. The marking on the loose stamp, known to us as the "double
circle U. S. Ship with moustache" has been recorded as having been used from
both army and navy personnel and from both Atlantic and Gulf coasts under
blockade, during the Civil War . It may have at times been used on covers from
members of Admiral Farragut's Wes t Gulf Blockading Squ adron, during the oc­
casional periods when th e U. S. S. Hartford was anchored off Ship Island. It was
frequently used from other locations, and on arm y mails .

The "Philade lphia" stra ight line "U. S. Ship~ usually is found on covers from
memb ers of th e South Atlantic Blockading Squ adron , but the marking has been
recorded on a very few covers originating at oth er locations , such as the West
Indies, or Venezuela.

723 3c deep rose (65) ... to Army Officer at Yor ktown , Va ., docke ted Apr. 19. IR64,
very early use after Unio n occupa tion of Northern Va. . . .

The first "occupation" of the Yorktown area occurred during McCl ellan's Penin ­
sular campaign in 1862, except that nearby Fort Monroe was held by the Fed ­
erals throughout th e war , as was Hampton Roads and, after May 10, 1862,
Norfolk.

The next two descriptions quoted make the same somewhat misleading com-
ment.

49 3c Rose (65), fine . cancelled by blue grid . not tied . Cover pm kd, SIR .J0H N ·S
R UN B. & 0 . R . R . CO" Sep. 22. 1864 in blue avalon very fine cover. Un li-ned in
Rem ele .
308 B. & 0 . R . R . Co ., Sir J ohn 's Run , Feb, 1863. Bold ova l . . . Free Frank of Co n­
gress ma n , Sandy Spring. Md.• on immacu late cover to Wa shington. Extremely finc
and rare. (no t in Rern ele) . . .

Not only is th e Sir John's Run B. & 0 . R. H. marking not listed in Remele,
it is not listed in Scott's Specialized Catalo g, W ebster's Dictionary , Th e Enc yclo­
pedia Britannica or several othe r equa lly worthy publicati ons only slightly less
appropriat e than Remele in which to locate U. S. Railroad markings bearing
U, S. stamps of the issue of 1861 or lat er , or with postmark dates after 1861. It
is believed that both of th e auction hous es concerned still have stock of the
Towle-Meyer book , Railroad Postmarks of the United States, 1861-1886, but
if not , no doubt our society has a few of these remain ing in stock, from publishing
the book a few years ago.

In the second lot , th e reference to th e cover bearing the "Free Frank of
a Congressman, from Sandy Spring, Md." was incorrect, as we fou nd upon ex­
amining the cover , which we had th e pri vilege of doing. The inscrip tion actually
reads, "Edwd Stabler , P. M./Sandy Spring, Md. z'Free" and th e cover contains
a letter datelined (in Quaker date form ) Monday, Feb. 24, the date of th e post­
mark on th e cover being a Tuesday. The letter explains th e circumstances of
Stabl er's being at Sir John's Hun , rather th an at his home offi ce of Sandy Spring,
which was well known for its Quaker date postmarks. Stabler was a well known
Quaker and postmaster , serving in that post at Sandy Spring for over 50 yea rs.

Th e Period Editor could go on and on, with similar descriptions, but th ere
is little point in doing so. Again , we wish to emphas ize-it is the auction house's
responsibility to correctly describe the stamps, covers, etc. as to markings, con­
dition, etc., and we believe there is a great deal of effort given to thi s. But th e
potential buyer should read interpretive parts of descript ions with a grain of
salt. Auction lot describers do not have mu ch time to devote to resea rch or even
looking up data from books at hand, and are hence sometimes pro ne to guess. It
is also easy to use the wrong catalog or reference works, as we have noted above.

R. B. Graham
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
INTERCONSULAR COVERS
Covers and markings from the U. S. consular post offices in the Orient

have always been a subject of collector interest . From the late 1860s through
the end of the classic period, the U. S. ran its own post offices in China and
Japan. Covers that passed from these overseas offices to or through the U. S.
mainland are most unusual, and comprise an int eresting adjunct to an y U. S. col­
lection. Th e 1869 stamps appear on a good number of such covers.

Much less common , but even more interestin g, are covers that passed from
one consular post office to anothe r. I call these int erconsular covers . They are
very scarce. I haven't kept a list of them, but don't recall seeing half a dozen, in
many years of collecting. Two such are illustrated herewith, both showing 1869
stamps. Figure 1 shows a 3c 1869 cover used between two different U. S. post
offices in Japan . Figure 2 shows three 2c 1869 stamps, on a cover from China to
Japan.

Th e rates these covers represent have never been confirmed by official doc­
umentation. There are no Holbrooks, no postal treaties, no contemporary rec­
ords wha teve r to confirm the use of these parti cul ar rates between these destina­
tions. All we have is the evidence of the covers themselves. But your editor is
not alone in believing that, in most cases, covers are the best evide nce .

THREE·CENT RATE WITHIN JAPAN

Consider the 3c cover shown in Figure 1. It is generally accepted that a 3c
rate prevailed between the various U. S. consular post offices within Japan. This
3c rate was written up by Richard Graham on page 162 of Chronicle No. 64.
Several examples were illustrated, includ ing a double-rate cover showing three
2c 1869 stamps.

"

Flg u, . I. Thr.....nt 1869 stomp used from Hlogo (Japan) to Yokohama. An int. r. st lng showing of the 3c
int.rconlul., nt., and the only 3c 1869 cover known w ith a Hiogo doub le--circle cance ll.tio n.

Figure 1 shows yet another example of this 3c interconsular rate. Here we
have a 3c 1869 stamp used on a merchant's folded letter from Hiogo (J apan )
to Yokohama. Business firms seem to have been heavy users of th e U. S. con-
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sular post. The letter within, written in Ge rma n ( this is not uncommon for
these covers ) , is dated July 15, 1870, and concerns mer cantile matters-mainly
the trade in arms and ammunition, wh ich was suffering.

The Sc 1869 is tied by a good strike of the Hiogo double circl e cance llation,
a marking that has been th e subject of much controversy. The Hiogo double
circle is fairly common on off-cover singles, especially on the 10c 1869. But it
is sca rce on cover. For a write-up of some of the covers that bear thi s marking,
readers ar e referred to th e October 1971 issue of Japanese Philately. Your ed itor
has been assembling information about thi s mark ing for some years, and will
write it up if ever he reaches a conclusion about it.

The cover shown in F igure 1 is genuine in every respect. It comes from th e
Thorel corre spo ndence, a find of Jap anese bu siness letters mad e many decad es
ago. This cover was briefl y mentioned in an early issue of Th e Collectors Club
Philatelist (J anuary 1932, page 13 ). It subsequently passed th rou gh the hands
of Stanl ey Ashbrook, who pron ou nced it gen uine. And it has a certi ficate from
the Philatelic Foundation. It is a very fine showing of the 3c interconsul ar rate
that prevailed between the various U. S. offices in Jap an during this period . The
fact th at thi s rate has not been confirmed th rou gh officia l documents sho uld not
lead us to deny its existence. It only suggests that the documents have yet to be
found.

This is the onl y cover I ha ve ever seen bearin g a 3c 1869 with a Hio go
double circle cancellati on. I would be most interested in examining othe rs th at
might exist. The Hi ogo double circle is known on seve ra l covers bearin g the 2c
1869, and on covers with the IOc 1869 (one of which also has a blackj ack),
though I have never examined any of these personally.

SIX-CENT RATE BETWEEN CHINA AND JAPAN
The cover in F igure 2 presents more of a probl em. No qu estion but that it

is genuine. The question is : What rate did it pay?
The cover shows a vertica l strip of three 2c 1869, not tied , used from Shan g­

hai to Nagasaki. It bears a merchant cachet and a fai r strike of the Sha ng ha i
consular cir cul ar , dat ed SEP 20. The stam ps ar e obliterate d by three strikes of
the broken six-wedge killer that we know was used at th e Sha ng hai consular post
office during 1870 and 1871. This was the same marki ng used to sho w that th e 24c
1869 stamp was used at Sha ngha i; see Chro nicle No. 81.

In tenus of th e rate paid , this cover can be explained in several different
wa ys. The most likely explana tion is that it is a sing le-ra te cover, showing a 6c
rate th at applied between U. S. offices in China and Jap an. This conclus ion grows
mainly from th e evidence of the covers themselves. III th is case the cover evi­
dence is negati ve, but still persuasive. Your editor has never seen a cove r showing
a 3c stamp, whether a '69 or a banknote, used between China and Japan. But
a number of 6c covers exist , of which Figure 2 is a very nice example. Only on e
othe r 1869 cove r shows th is ra te ( to my knowledge ) , and that is a cover bearing
a pair of 3c 1869s from Nagasaki to Shangha i. Th is cove r, which was in the Knapp
collection (second sale, Lot 1685 ), indi cat es that the 6c rate worked both ways.
I have never seen thi s cove r, but don 't doubt its authentici ty . If eve r it we re
joined wi th th e cover shown in Figure 2, the pair wo uld make a commendable
di splay. Other 6c-rat e China-Jap an covers also exist, with bankn ote sta mps .

In further suppo rt of the six-cent ra te , I have before me a letter from Sta n­
ley B. Ashbrook, dat ed October 27, 1944. Ashbrook got to see more good covers
th an most of us will, and he always had a spec ial int erest in the Pacific mails.
His opinions on thi s question, even if never published, sho uld not be taken
lightly. Speaking about th e inter consular ra tes during th is period , he wrote : "I
think I am right in m y guess that to points in Japan by U. S. mail th e rat e was
3c. To China, i.e ., Shan ghai , it was 6c, and to or from th e U. S. it was IOc."

On th e basis of th e evidence that now exists, your editor's conclusion is th e
same as Ashbrook's. A 3c rate ( Figure 1 ) prevailed between the Japan ese of­
fices, and a 6c rate ( F igure 2) prevailed between these offices and China. As
always, the appeara nce of more cove rs wou ld help clar ify things. Documentary
evide nce may also exist . Can anyone lend assistance ?
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'l.uN 2. "'... 2c 116. It.m.... on ce..... ....... Sh.n.h.1 to N....llI . .howln. tho 6e Inte reoMul. r r.te be·
tw ..n Chin. ond Jopon. Nol 100 mony eo... n . "i.I with Ihl. ..Ie; Ihu. il i••IiII . ubj..1 to debol"
THE SUPREME COURT COVER
Illu strat ed as Figure 3 is one of the most int eresti ng 1869 covers this editor

has ever examined. Collectors of 1869 covers know is as th e Supreme Court Cover.
It has challenged many postal historians, and it has always won. Credit for much
of the write-up that follows goes to Paul Rohloff, though if it's incorre ct, th e
blame falls on your editor. Th e analysis is incomplete, but that's no one's fault ;
it's a tough cover.

Originally addressed to France, the cover in Figure 3 was posted in Wash­
ington, D . G , on Decemb er 4, 1869. The envelope bears the imprint of the
Supreme Court of the United States. Th e Washingt on cir cular da te stamp, whi ch
may not be clear in the illustration, falls over the "United" in the Supreme
Court imprint. (This cover bears such a profusion of markings, struck in many
different colors and intensities, that it is difficult to reproduce in black and whi te,
in a way that gives equal weight to all its different features. Thus I am forced
to describe each of them in some detail. ) The Washington circular da te stamp
shows "DEC 4"; the quartered cork killers , ob literating the stamps, were also
applied at Washington .

This cover was originally addressed to Paris, and th en forwarded from
there. "Paris, France," even though crossed out, shows clearl y at th e right bo ttom
of the envelope.

Th e 15c rate to France, which went into effect back in 1857, was st ill cur­
rent , though it was to expire four weeks later, on the last day of 1869. Covers
showing this rat e are fairly common, especially with 5c Jeffersons or 15c Lincolns.
They are less often seen with the 1869 stamps, since the 18695 had a limited
perio d of use, and th e 15c rate expired in the middle of it. The pair of 3c 1869s
on this cover , plus th e IDe, represent a Ic overpayment of the 15c rat e.

As is well known, rates to France during th e 15c period were computed
per quarter ounce. This was just one of th e peculiarities of the F rench mail s.
Most other nations, during th e 1869 period, had a basic rate of ~ ounce. Th e
French ma il rates, being an exception to th is ru le, were a continuing source of
confusion . They are to this day.

At the exchange office in New York, this cover was found to be over­
weight. It should have borne 30c, paying two rat es. Here too th e convention
with France differed from the norm . Ordinarily, if one or more rates were paid
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on an international cover that turned out to be overweight, the paid rates
still counted; the recipient had only to make up the deficiency ( and sometimes a
fine). But on covers to France, unles s the full amount was paid, none of th e
postage counted. Such part-paid covers were treat ed as completely unpaid.

This is what happened to the cover shown in Fi gure 3. The New York ex­
change office, finding the posta ge deficient, stamped the cover with th e one-line
INSUFFICIENTLY PAID marking, ap plied diagonally over the original address.
This was the marking ordinarily used on covers to nations where payment of
individual rates was allowed. Realizing that th e phrase "insufficiently paid" was
inadequate to th e cover in Fi gure 3, the rating clerk took the extra step of strik­
ing out the postage stamps with three pen lines : his way of indicating that the
stamps didn't count. The cove r wa s then struck with th e New York circular debit
"24" marking (the marking is black, of course, and read s DEC 7; th e debit 24
is just above th e "DEC 7", below the "United" in the corner imprint). The
debit 24 is commonly seen on unpaid double-rate covers to France during this
period. It indicates that th e U. S. expected to be reimbursed 24c for its share of
the postage to be collected in France, and shows that the cover crossed the At­
lantic by a packet service under contract to the U. S. post office. ( For details , see
Hargest, Chapter 4 and article in 1972 Congress Book.)

•• 'iwee

'1,,,.. 3. Th. Supremo Court cov.., omon, tho molt choll.nglng of oil 1869 covon. It w" ••nt from Woshlng.
ton to Franc., then forwarded to Germlny.

When th e cover reached France, the Cherbourg marking was applied
( 18 DEC 69) , tying the lOc stamp. The bold black 16, str uck over the left­
hand 3c sta mp, was also applied, indicati ng 16 decimes (30c) to be collected
from the French recipient. The letter was then delivered in Paris, in the care of
what appears to be a "Doctor Litchfield", address scratched out. Th e original
addressee (apparently "Mr. E. M. Lusman" ) had left town. Dr. Litchfield
pa id the 16 decimes and took possession of the letter. He struck out his name
and the French address, and added the Gennan address ("3 Eckhof Plat z,
Gotha, Allemagne"). Since he'd already paid 30c to receive a letter th at wa sn't
his, we can forgive him for scratching out his name so thoroughly and for not
adding an y more postage to the cover. Wh at he did, instead, was th row the
forwarded envelope back in a mailbox, presumably in th e Paris district served
by the Place Madeleine post office, wh ose black circular dat e stamp (a lso De­
cember 18) shows clearly at th e upper left.

Th is office also added two strikes of the rectangular "Trouve r a la Bolte"
lozenge, wh ich means just wha t the words imply; that the cover was "found in
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1869 NOTES
• John Luff ( page 87 in the Gossip reprint ) mentions that "a rticles have

been written about certain lines and dots found on [the 1869 stamps], especially
on the values which are pr inted in two colors. . .. Some writers have published
elaborate lists of the various positions and combina tions of these lines and dots.
As they were merely guide marks on the plates, intended to insure the correct
placing of the design, and should have been erased after the plates were
finished, they have no appa rent phil atelic value or interest ." Luff wrote that in
1902, and of course, phil atelic fashion changes . I've seen many of the guide
dots Luff refers to, but never any of the publi shed lists. Does anyone know of
their existence?

• Information continues to come in, to add to the Shan ghai consular cover
census. New is a use of the lOc 1869 from March 13, 1870, two months ea rlier
than previously known from Shanghai. A full update will follow, when all the
data is collected.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We special ize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers . In United States , we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri­
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfi.ld St. Bo.ton, M.... 02101
the box."My limited understanding is that this marking was often applied
to forw arded covers such as this one, to indicate that the French postage due­
represented by the bold "16"- had already been collected. At least, this was
one of its uses. The fact that an extra strike of the marking was applied
directly over the "16" seems to confirm this .

What ever the case, the cover was sent on to Gennany as unpaid. When
it reached Gothenberg, it was quite well marked up, and must have posed a
problem for the man who had to re-rate it. The bold "16" still remained, suggest­
ing that 16 decimes (12 silbergroschen in German currency) was still due Using
light blue crayon, the Gennan clerk crossed out the "16", to asSUIe that ithe
recipient was not dunned this many silbergroschen, which would have been
something over 42c. The next problem was to determine what should be col­
lected. After an illegible false start-the very light crossed-out 6 ( 'r' ) at lower
left-the rating clerk came up with the sum of 13 silbergroschen, which appears
in light blue num erals over the Washington circular date stamp. This is around
33c, and how the Gennan clerk arriv ed at it we can only conjecture. One
possible solution (out of several) is that the rating clerk assume d the 16 decimes
were still outstanding. This he correctly converted to 12 silbergroschen, to which
he added one more for local delivery. I hope that collectors more knowledgeabl e
than myself in this area can suggest a better interpre ta tion, because I am far
from happy with this one.

Whatever the final explanation, what we have here is a most remarkable
cover, quite graphically illustrating some of the major difficulties presented by
the French mail arrangement that prevailed throughout most of the classic
period. The sender spent 16c when he mailed thi s cover; the forwarder paid
SOc just to take fleeting possession of it; and the recipie nt paid another SSc
when the cover finally reached him. Total postage paid: 79c. Good testimony to
the need of a universal postal union, which was soon to follow .
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Alloc. Editor
THE PRINTING PAPERS OF THE BANKNOTE ISSUES
MORRISON WAUD

Before you decide to skip rea ding th is ar ticle because you never cared to
know all that much abo ut the different kind s of paper on which th e Banknote
Issues were printed, consider that fam iliar, pushy and distinctly unappetizi ng
character who elbows his way past the cash customers at the ball game, chant­
ing "Ya can' t tell th e players without a' scorecard." Nob ody loves him but still
we buy his program, for we know it will yield us greater enjoyment and under­
standing of wh at we cam e to see.

Th at is our excuse for devotin g this month's Banknote Issues Section to so
superficially dull a sub ject as paper. You will sure ly get more fun and more
philatelic satisfaction from those inte resting stamps if you possess th e know­
how for telling them apart. Also, you might save or make yourse lf some cash.
Scott's Specialized U. S. Catalog ( 1973) lists numerous lookalike Banknote era
stamps with subs tantial price differences. One such set of twins carries respec­
tive valua tions of $4.25 vs. $225. Those two stamps, and many oth er examples,
can be told apart with certainty only by knowing which paper is which.

Once you are able to differentiate with assura nce the seve ral types of paper
used at various tim es by the Nat ional, Continental, and American Bank Note
Compani es which printed stamps between 1870 and 1888, you will have the
philatelic equivalent of th e scoreboard at a ball game . Every serious collector
of th e Banknote Issu es should be abl e to distinguish those various papers, since
many a stamp of th ese issues can be correc tly identified only after determining
the kind of paper on which it is printed .

Those papers range from th in hard to thi ck soft porous. Scott's Specialized
U. S. Catalog lists them as :

National 1870-71 Grilled white wove, thin to medium thick
National 1870-il White wove, thin to medium thick
Continental 1873 White wove, thin to thick
Continental 1875 Yellowish, wove
American 1879-88 Soft porous

Scott's listing fails to mention still another, the so-called int erm ediate paper
which Continental used in the 1877-79 period. This important type will be dis­
cussed at some length further along in this article.

The need to identify th e paper requires an extra skill and cert ainly adds
interest to th e Banknote Issues. This article will ( 1) discuss the various types
of paper involved, (2) review the different methods of distin gui shing and
classifying them , and (3) recall some history and offer some conjectu re about
the whys and wherefores of their use.

As listed in th e table, the National issues and Continental 1873 issue were
on th e sam e type of paper although it varied in thickness. Occasional examples
of National issues are found on hard pap er so th in that it feels brittle. Research
sampling of a considerable number of Continental printing turned up no
similar examples. Paper used for the Continental 1875 issue 2c vermilion and
5c blue was a hard, yellowish wove. The resulting impressions were less satis­
factory than thos e on Continental's pr evious type of hard pap er. This may ac­
count for Continental's experimental use of th e interm ediate paper starting
in 1877. The soft, porous paper used by American after it obta ined the contract
varies from yellowis h in th e earlier years to white lat er on.

Continental used various types of experimental pap er. Double paper is
found on only a few denomin ations and only for a relati vely short time. It
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seems probable that this trial use came at the request of th e government, which
in the 1860's and 1870's was much concerned with finding some practical way
to prevent postal reuse of stamp s. The printing surface sheet of the double
paper was made extremely thin in hopes that any attempt to erase a cancellation
would damage the face of the stamp. Apparently the double paper stamps we re
not sat isfactory and their use was discontinued. Examples are not common.

American also used double paper experimentally for the lc and 3c Re­
engraved Issues of 1881-82, with a further wrinkle which involved punching
the double paper with eight small holes arranged in a circle. No used copi es
of the punched-hole stamps are recorded; it seems a fair guess that they were
not regularly issued and have survived unus ed to the present day because in­
cluded among the remainders which stamp dealers and/or collectors obtained
from the Bank note Companies or government sources by various and some­
times devious means in subsequen t decades. For further information on the
double papers see Brookman's The United States Postage Stamps of the 19th
Century (Revised Edition Vol. II, page 240) .

FI,ure 1 show. the P1thbu"h Skull .nd c:n.Ito_ In • C....n. Dn • Ie Conlln_.1 lNyln, the 1oc.1 city ,...

Papers with vertical ribbing and with horizontal ribbing are also found
on some of the Continental printings. At a guess, the ribbed papers were used
in an effort to improve the quality of the impression. Th e ridges seem to have
helped in that regard; at least, the impressions on ribbed paper are sharp . An
equally possible explanation for these sharp impressions might be that they
came from ear ly printings by Continental before the plat es began to show wear.
The use of hard paper for Departm ent stamps is discussed lat er in this article.

So much for the various papers. Now let's get along to the more interesting
and difficult question of how to distinguish them.

The everyday method used by most collectors and dealers for telling
hard paper from soft is to hold the stamp up to a bright light with the back
of the stamp to the viewer. Hard paper shows up more translucent, the design
of the stamp shows through sharply even from th e back, and the paper appears
whiter than soft types . The National printings on very thin hard paper are par­
ticularly translucent. By contract , soft paper is relat ively opaque. Held similarly
to the light, it appears mottled, more yellowi sh, and the design shows through
less clearly.

The light test is ordinarily sufficient to tell hard paper from soft , but some
few stamps do not fall easily into the pattern . In case of doubt, next comes the
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flick test . Hold th e stamp between thu mb and forefinger; flick the edge of the
stamp back and forth with the other forefinger , and listen . If the stamp "p ings"
with a sha rp ton e, it is hard pap er. If it "flops" with a dull sound, it is soft pap er.
Experience soon teaches the variables to be considered. For example, some
allowance should be made for gummed stamps; they will generally flick mor e
sharply than no-gum stamps. It is advisable to keep known examples of soft and
hard paper stamps handy as controls when testing, wh ether with light or with
flick.

An ultraviolet light sour ce can be especially effective for testin g stamps on
cover. In The American Philatelist (February 1973, page 130 ), Dr. Harold J.
Werbel published a valuable article about using ultraviolet to distinguish hard
and soft papers. Illustrations included halftones of th e several Banknote papers
as th ey appear under ultraviolet light. Dr. Werbel pointed out that a lamp with
both long and short wave ultraviolet is necessary, and he sugges ted removal
of hinges or remnants, ideally by soaking unless original gum must be safe­
guarded.

Figure 2 is an IU-over advertising cover from Rockford, Illinois, depicting I phleton carrllg. drawn by I tum
of hort••. A six-bar grid ties I 1c Contin.nt~l , evidently used to ply the circuln nlte since the envelope flap
WI' not '.lled.

He reported that th e hard papers will fluoresce in a range from very
brilliant wh ite to murky white, both on the back and on the stamp's fro nt
margins. Your edi tor's subsequent limited tests using ultraviolet indi cate th at
the brilliant white fluorescence is nearly always produced by Nati onal pr intings.
When th e backs of th e hard paper stamps are examined , those stamps on thin
paper are particularly translucent and their designs show through most clearly.

Examination of Continental printings under the light failed to show suf­
ficient differences to distinguish the double or the ribbed papers from the
ordinary paper stock. More extensive research and study may help to distinguish
th e more obscure paper varieties, whethe r by ultraviolet or other tests. On e
problem is to obtain enoug h examples of the various Continental papers to yield
significant results.

Under ultraviolet all of the soft papers show up markedly murky even in the
narrow margins on the faces of stamps on cover. This color difference is suf ­
ficient to make identificati on positive in most instances. Soft papers used on
th e lat er American printings fluoresce d conside rably clearer and tended to show
more whitish shades than th e paper used as early as 1879. When the back of th e
soft paper sta mp is accessible, the reaction to ultraviolet is even more pro-
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nouneed . Resultant fluorescence yields murky colors rangin g from purple to
salmon to yellowish, dep ending on the color of the stamp. Th e paper appears
cloudy and the design on the face does not show through. To observe how the
different papers fluor esce, shine the ultraviolet lamp on an unsorted accumula­
tion of Banknote stamps. After a few minutes of practice at comparison, you
should soon be able to pick out the soft papers without a second glance.

fl8ure 3 ••m. • doubl. It.lk. of th. Mount V••non, Ohio, InlOd ••n.onotlon on 0 double .oto lott ...

In 1879 American merged with Continental and took over its Post Office
Department contract for pr inting postage, Department, and News pa per stamps.
American promptly shifted to soft porous paper but cont inu ed to use many of
Contin ental's plates for printing the 1879 issue. Continenta l ha d origina lly used
steam roller presses to print on hard paper. But the government severely
criticized the product, and inserted in Con tinental's second ( 1875 ) contract
a specification for hand roller presses. Continental thereupon turn ed out better
work. But American 's soft porous paper did not do well on ha nd roller p resses,
and its earlier printings were consequently inferior to Continenta l's product.
American shifted to using steam roller presses about 1885, and thereafter pro­
duced better stamps.

Th e reasons for American's change from hard to soft paper are not known.
Many theories have been advanced: to cut cost; to distingui sh its product from
Contin ental pri ntings; or, to attain hoped-for better results. Anyone of thos e
guesses is proba bly as good as any other.

Continental certainly had been experimen ting with an int ermediate type of
paper dur ing 1877-79. Apparently Contin ental experimented even later with a
genuinely soft paper at abou t the time the merger was in the offing. The only
way to identify a Continental soft paper is by a Continental imprint from a
plate never used by American, or else by a soft paper stamp on a cover provabl y
used prior to the date when American took over the printing contract. Brook­
man reported some such examp les. But the gen eral practice had been to con­
sider all stamps on soft paper to be American pri ntin gs.

Th e interme diate paper used by Continenta l leans more toward the soft
than the hard paper . It is defin itely softer than the harel, much less mott led
than the soft, and sufficiently soft so that the flick test is often incon clusive. Also,
as might be expected, it is less translucen t than the har d. Continenta l in 1877-79
did not have authority to use the steam roller press. Hence it is doubtful th at
the interm ediate paper was then selected in expectation of a shift back to th at
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printing process. More probabl y, Continental was tryin g different types of
pap er in its search for ways to meet the government's criticism of its product.
Whatever th e reason for its adoption, the interme dia te paper has caused con­
siderably philatelic confusion in identifying cert ain stamps, most particularly
certain Department sta mps.

The D epartment sta mps belong just as properly among the Banknote issues
as do th e sta mps issued for use by the general public. Th e Department stamps
were authorized by Act of Congress during President Grant's second term. At
the same tim e th e right of free franking was abolished for all members of Con­
gress an d all branches of th e governm ent. An estima ted 26,OOO-plus of free frank
users had proliferated by 1873, and some congressmen were known to use
their fra nks as private post offices for which they cha rge d lower than post
office rat es. To do away with abuses and in response to the Post Office Depart­
ment's peren nial complaint about being charged with the cost of mail sent by
other fed eral agencies, all fre e franks were legislat ed out of existence. In place
of th e free franking privilege each department was pro vided with its own distinc­
tive stamps effective July 1, 1873; these stamps were charged at face to the re­
cipient agency.

Figur. 4 il the Stoneham , M.'HChu..tts ,
Devil'. Face and Crossbones on a 3c Con­
tinental.

Figure 5 is one of the interesting Shoo Fly
flmily of canceilitions, which took their name
from a popular song of that .rJl, "Shoo Fly
Don't Bodder Me." This eXlmpl. r.s.mbles
the type used It Evansvlll., Indiana .

Continental 'printed the first Dep artment sta mps on hard paper. After
American took over th e contract in 1879, it printed the Department sta mps on
the sam e soft paper as its regular postage stamps. However , not every value
was rep rinted on soft paper. Continental's use of the inte rmediate paper for
certain denominations of Department stamps has caused considerable confusion
through th e years.

Your edi tor first becam e interested in the probl em many yea rs ago upon
acquiring a collect ion that include d a 30c and a 90c Dep artment of the Interior
stamp. American Phil at elic Society certificates dated pr ior to 1930 attes ted th at
th ese were on soft paper, even though Scott lists neither stamp on soft pap er.
Upon careful examina tion these turned out to be examples of the interm ed iat e
paper, quite diff erent from the tru e American soft paper.

In Luff's Th e Posta ge Stamps of th e United States, published in 1902,
he did not list th e 30c or 90c on soft paper. He did , however , show delivery of
30c and 90c Interior sta mps to the government in 1879, 1880, 1882, and 1884,
all soft paper pe riods . Th ese deliveries can be easily explained as remainders
from Conti nental printings, and some of them could well have been pr inted on
Continental's intermedia te pap er. It migh t be prudent for any phil atelist to
check carefully when exam ining any such rari ty as the 24c In terior if it is
represented as on soft paper. One should be sure it is not instea d on in ter-
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mediate paper. There is quite a difference in catalog value : $4.25 for th e unus ed
Continental, $225 for th e American! As is true of most stamps on which a tiny
difference makes a great difference in value, even th e most honest dea lers and
collectors alike tend to classify the intermediate papers as hard or soft, accord­
ing to whichever is the most desirable. 1\ number of the 30c and 90c Treasury
stamps have been seen identified as on soft paper altho ugh they were clea rly
on intermediate paper. On the other hand, copies of the War Lc, 2c, and 3c
are seen actually on Continenta l intermediate paper but classe d as the much
rarer Contine ntal hard paper. Many years of experience in that specialty leaves
a conviction tha t examples of those War Department stamps on the genuine
hard paper are much rarer than those on intermediate paper .

It is interesting to note that Eustace B. Power in Th e General Issues of
United States Stamps ( 1917 Revised Edition, pa ge 37 ) stated: "It is not
generally known that the Continental Bank Note Compan y began using the soft
paper previous to turning over the plates to th e American Bank Note Company
in 1879." This may be a reference to the interm ediate paper or to the very lat e
use of soft paper by Continental.

Brookman (see reference above) mentions Con tinental's using early in
its 1875 contract a paper that somewhat resembles American's soft paper. He
says of it, "This paper is somewhat porous but not as thick or as soft as the
paper used by American." He apparently was referring to the intermediate
paper , as th e true soft pap er allegedly used by Contin en tal early in 1879 is
evidently indistinguishable from the soft paper American used wh en it took
over the printing contract.
FANCY CANCELLATIONS ON BANKNOTE ISSUES
To compensate for the lack of sex appea l in th e above article about printing

papers , and for the unavoidable lack of any stimulating way to illustrate th e
different paper types without equipment not presently available to your Editor,
the accompanying illustrations of unusual cancellations on Banknote issues ar e
offered to brighten up this issue of the Banknote Section.

Figure 6 shows a Leaping Deer . Its seuree
II not yet know n although a limilar Lear.ing
Deer de l ign WII f irst u.ed abo ut 1861 rom
Shelburne f all . , M....

Remember that the golden era of art istic and unusual cancellations was
waning by 1870, except th e New York Foreign Mail cancels of 1870-76. That era
was definitely over when the Univ ersal Posta l Union became effective on July 1,
1875; shortly after that the Post Office Department adopted s~andard cancellers.

Except in some of the smaller post offices such as th e five Western to~ns
that used the Kicking Mule cancellations , very few postmasters th ereafter 10 ­

dulged in anything that remo tely resembled the gloriously i~aginative designs of
the Waterburys , th e Putnams, the Brattl eboros, th e Masonics, and many ot~e~·s .
A few heartwarming fancy cancellations survived the pressure of offici al
standardization, how ever ; these were principally on the earlier Banknotes.

Interesting and attract ive fancy cancellations are also found on hard paper
Department stamps, but these are much scarcer than on Banknotes of th e hard
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paper general issues . Kicking Mule cancella tions of the 1880-85 era are found
frequently on both hard and soft pap er off-cover War Department sta mps, but
only two exam ples on cover are recorded.

A later article in thi s section of the Chronicle will be devoted in part to
illu strating fancy can cellations on Department stamps. Loans of photographs of
either Banknote regular postage or Department sta mps on or off cover, will
be appreciated for possibl e future inclusion here.
KICKING MULES-HELP WANTED
To anyone interested in helping with a new publication-Please contact

Morrison W aud, Room 4600, One First Na tional Plaza, Chicago. Ill. 60670 for
a ques tionnaire.
1847-1869 ISSUES

5TAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC·

TlON CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUAllY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Olk Ridge ROld

Short Hills, N.J . 07078

U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society

P. O. Box 645

Sin Anselmo, CI . 94960

APS
USPCS

eSA

WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or fo r
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(1) Auction News
The finn of Robert Siegel, Inc. continued their strong position in the postal

history field in their 444th Sale of Jan. 30, 1974. After many months without
noticeable activity in the railway marking auction field this sale .offered 73 lots
which realized a total of $3,446.

Results were somewhat spotty as 39 of the 73 lots sold for less than estimated
net value reflecting either a slight softening of the market or overenthusiastic
appraisal of net value. However, those items of considerable rarity, in very fine
to superb condition, or prominently featured in the catalog, went at very strong
prices.

Among items of interest we find Remele G-2S-b, Great Western R R.
Dawson, leading the sale at $280, followed by a fine strike of V3-b, Virginia
Central R R , selling at a surprising $230. A nice tying strike of 1860 Baltimore
& Ohio R R Sykesville oval attained $130. Two seldom seen items-Remele
H4-a, H. R R (Housatonic R R.) and Ml-d, M. R & L. E. R R (Mad River &
Lake Erie) went for $110 and $85 respectively. Other noteworthy lots were:
Remele N8 (New London, Willimantic & Palmer R R) $85, Remele P3 (Penob­
scot & Kennebec R R) $80, Remele P14 (Providence, Hartford & Fishkill)
$80, Remele C21-b (Cleveland & Pittsburgh R R) $72.50, Remele W7-d, wn.
& Ral. R R (Wilmington & Raleigh) $62.50, Remele H4-S-b (Housatonic RR
Botsford) $55, and an unlisted type of Boston & Fichburg Railroad in fair con­
dition sold for $52.50.

(2) Grand Gulf & Port Gibson Railroad
Figure 1 illustrates a very interesting cover first reported by Henry Meyer

and, according to his files, belonging to the Grand Gulf (Miss.) Museum. It is
a 21-14 mm. blue double circle with 1870 year date on an 1864 three cent
stamped envelope addressed to New Orleans.

Figure I
(Courtesy Grind Gulf Museum)

This little railroad in Claiborne County, Mississippi, had an unusual ex­
istence. Originally organized in the year 1833, it was not operated until 1854.
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Delay was partly due to fin an cial d ifficulties as a result of th e crash of 1837
and partly due to litigation by a suit brought by the owner of a tract across th e
right-of-way. The eight mile ra ilroad was built to serve th e town of Port
Gibson, which was th e county sea t and an agricultural cen ter, and to connect
it with th e Mississippi River at Grand Gulf, where a conne ction was mad e
with steamboats.

The first mail contract was listed in 1854 (Route 7319 ) with six tr ips per
week and an ann ual stipe nd of $400. In 1858 trips were increased to seven
and the stipend to $500. Interrupted by the Civil Wa r in 1861; the next contrac t
list ing was not shown until 1870. From 1870 until 1884 con trac ts were listed
with little change. Mail serv ice was by closed pouch and from the record th ere
never was a route agent on the line.

With th e cons tru ction of the Louisville, New Orleans & Texas Rwy . (now
Illinois Central ) sou th from Vicksburg through Port Gibson to Baton Rouge
and New Orleans all excuse for the eight mile line van ished as no longer was
a connection with th e steamboats a necessity for Port Gibson. Apparently it
was abandoned some time afte r 1884 as it was no longer shown on the maps or
in th e tim etables.

Th e marking on thi s cover was in all likelihood in th e nature of a station
marking and placed on the envelope by th e sta tion agent , who may or may not
ha ve been the postmaster. Since a route agent was lacking on th e line the
marking was undoubtedly applied in the railway sta tion or railway office. Our
read ers are requested to furn ish any information they might have on th is little
railroad and its history or postal markings.

(3) Agent Routes
A feature of th e Remele cata log which crea tes considerable confusion

among users is the listing of contracts between the P. O. D. and railroads for
carryin g mails with th e implication that agen t markings listed had a definite
rela tionship to such contracts. In Chronicle 44, page 8, Mr. Hicks discussed
thi s subject and pointed out that Remele markings Bll-a and Bll-b, the Boston
& Fitchburg route ma rkings , were definitely used by agents all th e way from
Boston, Mass. to Burlington, Vt., over three contract territories. He expla ined
th at thi s created th e reason for Ch eshir e Railroad and Rutland & Burlington
R. R. markings' not bein g known in th is period .

Anothe r example of extende d route agent territory has come to light-again
with a Boston & Fitchburg R. H. rout e marking. This cover went from St.
Johnsbury to Woodstock, Vt. , Dec. 12, 1849 and accordi ng ly was nowh ere near
th e Boston & Fitchburg R. R or the Boston-Burlin gton agent run . It is rather
solid evide nce that, at least in late 1849, one or more of the route ag ents ran
over the route between Boston, Mass. and St. Johnsbury, Vt . Shortly after th e
op ening of the last link of thi s route, train times, railroa ds and opening dates for
this five contract route were as follows:

/851 T im etable
UOSlOn
Fitc h burg
Fitc h burg
Ue llow s Fa lls
Ilell ows Fa lls
W in d sor
Windso r
Wh it e River [ct ,
W hite River ]Cl.
SI. J ohnsb u ry. VI.

Hrntl D OIl ' 1I

7.3ll A . ~1.

9.10
s.ro

11.·n
II ..!:;
12.:1:, .. .~1.
12..1 :,

1..18
1.50 " .M .
4.12 " . ~1.

Neild Up
(UIO !' .M .
4.50
4.35
2.10
2.07
1.10
1.09

12.30
12.30 !' .M .
10.0r, A .M .

Hosrun 11.: Fitchburg R.R .
Ma rch r,. 1845

Ch eshire Ra il road
October 4. 1847

Su lli va n Rail ro ad
Feb . 5. 1849

Ver mont Central R .R .
FdJ. 13. 1849

Con ncc ricu t & Passu mpsic
Rivers R.R .- i\'ov. 1849

Another of th e rou te agent usages discussed by Mr. Hicks concerne d agents
employing the No rthern H.H. markin g. Another all-Vermont use of N-20b has
come to my attention, a Jan. 7, 1850 use from Northfield to Pittsford , Vt . It is
now believed agents employing the Northern Railroad (of N. H. ) route ma rk­
ing ra n from Boston, Mass. to Burlin gton, Vt. on the followin g route :
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1851 Timetable
Boston, Mass.
Lowell
Lowell
Nashua. N.H.
Nashua
Concord
Concord
White River j«., Vt.
White River Jet.
Burlington

Read Down
7.30 A.M.
8.15
8.15
11.42
8.42

10.12
10.30
1.20 P.M.
1.56
6.52 P.M.

Read Up
6.40 P.M.
5.55
5.55
5.05
5.05
3.45
3.45

12.55
12.17 P.M.
7.35 A.M.

Boston & Lowell R.R.
June 24. 1835

Nashua & Lowell R.R.
Oct. 8. 1838

Concord Railroad
Sept. I, 1842

Northern Railroad
Nov. 17, 1847

Vermont Central R.R.
Late 1849

No markings are known in this period for Boston & Lowell RR., Nashua &
Lowell RR, Concord Railroad, or Vermont Central RR It must be remembered
in using these old timetables that standard time did not exist and variations of
minutes often existed between tables of various railroads.

We know very little about route agent runs in the 1839-1860 period, and there
are many other route agent markings that are suspected to have been used
on multi-contract runs. In New England alone, besides those mentioned above,
we feel that Eastern RR, Concord & Montreal RR, Sullivan & Passumpsic RR,
Connecticut River RR, New Haven & Bellows Falls RR, New York & New
Haven RR, Troy & Rutland . RR. and Vermont & Massachusetts RR may
have been used at times on extended routes, but only further research and re­
cording of use examples will solve this question.

(4) Remele Catalog
A new variety of Augusta & Atlanta RR route

agent marking has been reported on cover tying 3c
1851 to Coatopa, Ala. Unfortunately no date or back
address is shown on this cover. Listing is as follows :

A7-d, 3~ mm., blue, 1851-57 period.
The relative scarcity assigned for the present is

"very rare."

(5) Towle-Meyer Catalog
Through the courtesy of Messrs. Bower, Coles, Fingerhood, Gallagher,

Graham, Kesterson, Leet, McGee, Spelman, and Wyer we are able to offer the
following addenda and listing for Towle-Meyer catalog.

Addenda:
70-A-1: New date-1862.
325-A-1: New color-black. Banknote.
331-E-1: New date-WYD 1884. (Postage due stamps used for postage).
338-F-1: New date-1879, New color-magenta.
339-B-1: New date-1875. New color-black.
340-C-1: New date-1875.
818-A-2: New date-1889.
T-20: Drop listing-See 243-B-I below.

Towle-Meyer Catalog:
PLATE XXXV

Vermont
35-5-10: Oval 34Y2 x 25Y2 black . 1868, partial. 12. (Connecticut & Passumpsic Rivers Railroad) .
41.S-9b: Oval (?) x 23Jh black, WYD 1867. partial. 15. (Gassett's Station, Rutland & Burlington

R. R .).
Connecticut

80-5-1: D. Circle 31Jh-21Y2 blue, WYD 1874. partial, 16. (New York , New Haven & Hartford
R. R.-Woodmont 6 miles south of New Haven) .

New York
1I4-N.I: N. Y. C. R . R. ms, 1859. (New York Central R. R .) 12.
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New Jeney
243-B -I : 25Y2 bl ack , 1858. 15. (I'. 8< H . on a corn er card Pemberton & Hi ghtstown R.R. C.B .

probably sta nds for Ca mden Branch but could mean Ca mde n, Bu rlin gton ) .
243 -S-4: Oval 33Y2 x 19Y2 blue, WYD 1884. 7. (Pennsylvan ia R . R.) .
244 -F-I: 26 black, Banknote. 6. (New York , J am esburg 8< Philade lph ia).
256-B-I : 26Y2 black, WYD 1885. 3. (Philadelph ia 8< Atl antic City) .
257-B-I: 26 black, WYD 1885. 3. Com p lete tracing.

Virg inia
311-L-I: Va . & Tenn. R . R ., ms., 1853. 18. (Virgin ia & T ennessee) .

South Carolina
340-C-3: 26 blu e, 1875. 5. Complet e tracing.

Florida
380·B-2: 26 Black, Bankno te . 10.

Alabama
406-C -I: 26Y2 black. WYD 1883. 7. (Selma 8< Akron J u nction) .

Texas
Catalog Route 473: Fort Wor th-Galveston, Tex. via GULF , COLORADO &

SANTA FE RWY.
Route Agents: 1881: Galveston-Belton, Tex., 3 agents; 1882, 1883: Galveston­

Fort Worth, Tex., 5 clerks, 347 miles.
Markings: 473-A-l : 26~ black, WYD 1882. 5. (Galves ton & Brenham ).

Tenne ssee
509 -G- I : T . & A. R . R ., ms. 1866. 12. (T ennessee 8< Alaba ma R. R .).

Kentucky
532-E-I : L. & N. 8< L. B. R . R ., rns., Six ties . 15. (Louisville & Nas hville 8< Leb anon Branch R. R.) .

See Figure 2 for illustration.
Ohio

567-S-3: D . Oval 30Y2 ·21 Y2 x 23Y2 -15 blu e, WYD 1874. 12. (Balt imore 8< Ohio R. R. Central Ohi o
Division-Taylors 9 miles east o f Columbus , 0 .) .

571-G- I : M. & C. R . R ., ms ., 1857. 20. (Mariett a and Cinci nna ti).

Wisconsin
844-F-I: 25Y2 b lack , Banknote . 8. (W isconsin Cen tra l).
846-A-2: 25Y2 blue, Eighties. 4. (Oshkosh 8< Milwaukee).

Nebraska
933-J·I: 26~ black, WYD 1886.2.
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256-B-l

24J-B-l

J80-B-2
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
THE GERMAN PACKETS TO HAMBURG AND BREMEN
FROM NEW YORK IN JULY 1870

WALTER HUBBARD

In Chronicle no. 81 the Hamburg-American Line sailings from New York
on July 12 and 19 were discussed in relation to evidence in the contemporary
London press that the mail on both these trips was not handled in the routine
way.

It would appear that the mails on the first July trip were also not dealt
with in the normal manner.

Allemannia, sailing from New York on July 5, arrived at Plymouth at 1200
hrs on July 16. She carried 78 sacks of mails, 59 of which were landed and
forwarded by train to London and the North. As hostiliti es were immin ent
( France had decided to decl are war on the previous day and actually did so
three days later) , th e presumption that Allemannia wou ld not have risked going
to Cherbourg is strong, in which case the mails she landed at Plymouth would
be the French as well as the British, whilst the 19 sacks she kept would be
those from Hamburg.

Figur. 1

The cover to Bordeaux, illustrated in Figure 1, supports this. Correctly
prepaid and charged with postage due for the Direct Service in the Int er­
Treaty period, it has a New York Exchange Office mark of July 5 in red, and
a French entry mark, in black, ET. UNIS SERVo AM. A. C. 18 JUIL. 70. This
mark indicates that it had been received from London by the British service,
which rules out Allemannia as having taken it to France. If it , in fact , arrived
at London from Plymouth, an unusual route for U. S. mail to France, both
the British and the French must have considered how they should deal with
it. The Calais mark (Salle s 1777 ), which had not been used since the spring
of 1861 when the service was moved to Paris-Etran ger , was originally designed
for use on letters from the U. S., carried by a packet rated as American and
forwarded by the British from the En glish port of entry to London and Calais.
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Th e French postal officials could not have found a more acc ura te solution and
its use on this cover could well be evidence of th e care with which th e mails,
in those days, were handled .

As no oth er packet sailed from New York on Jul y 5 ( 1870 ), the above
markings ind icate, I think, that this cover was in one of th e 59 sacks Allemannia
landed at Plymouth on July 16.

As for Allemannia herself, she left Plymouth at 1.30 pm on July 16, and
supposedly got hom e safely with her 19 sacks of Hamburg mail. Although
it is negati ve evidence, her name does not appear amongst those ships of her
line reported as spending the war in neutral ports.

The above conclusions are based on available evide nce , and it would be
interesting to see wh eth er other covers from th is trip confirm or rebut them.

Prof . George E. Hargest says in his book " that the other Germ an Line, the
North German Lloyd, had two sailings schedu led for Jul y before their service
also was susp ended , and that both these were mad e. In 1870 they sailed from
New York on Saturdays, calling at South ampton on their way to Bremen . Th e
first of these two trips was made by Donau , sailing from New York on Jul y 2.
She arrived at Southampton on July 14 and landed 59 bags of mail s before
proceeding to Bremen. Of the second trip, scheduled for Jul y 9, as on the last
trip of the Hamburg-American Line, there is no mention, but Th e Times
corresponde nt in New York reported, on Monday July 18, that "the Bremen
steamer Hermann did not sail for Southampton on Saturday, and all persons
who had taken passages in her have had their money refunded ." It is unlik ely
that the Company would have left their decision so late, had the sailing
scheduled for July 9 been cancelled a week ea rlier. .

It is interesting to note that, at the last minute, the Germans tri ed to avoid
the suspension of the two services. The Tim es man in Phil ad elphia, with a
da teline of July 15, wro te in a despa tch to Lond on : "Baron F . de Gerolt , the
Prussian envoy at Washington, has been instructed by his Government to
enquire of the United States whethe r vessels carrying the Prussian flag, but
partly owned by American s, will be allowed to carry th e America n flag. The
Government inclines to it, but Congress must pass a law before it can be don e.
The President has sent a special message to Congress, indicati ng a desire for
them to make an appropriation for the purchase of the German mail steamers
carrying"the US mails , and to take any other action rendered necessary by
the war.

Figure 2

Congress, having been against the financing of mail packets since the
autumn of 1857, did no such thing. Th ey did, however, gratify the second of
Presid ent Grant's desires, as another despatch from Philadelphia, on July 22,
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said: "Washington rep orts say that a temporary arrang ement has been made
with the Inman Line to carry the Saturday En glish mail from New York."
No tim e was wasted in putting thi s "tempora ry arrangement" into effect as
on the following day, July 23, the Inman Lin e packet, City of Washington ,
sailed from New York to arrive at Queenstown at 2339 hrs on Aug. 3. Th e Tim es
man at Queenstown reported: "This steame r br ings London and Continental
as well as th e Irish and Scotch mails, and the mail service between the United
States and thi s country will in future be transferred to th e stea mers of thi s
line, leaving New York every Satu rday, instead of by th e North Germ an Lloyd's
steame rs, ca lling at Southampton." Th e "temporary arra nge ment" lasted until
the contract, mentioned by Professor Hargest" , came into force on October 1,
as th e Inm an packets were repo rted each week from Jul y 23 through September
24 as arriv ing at Queens town with "full mai ls."

The cover illustrat ed in Figure 2 was posted in New Orl eans on Aug. 1,
overpaid two cents for th e rate to the British frontier. Th e marking NE' "
YORK ( date) PAID TO E NGLA ND usually found on such letters was not
applied to this cover , and it may be that it had not yet come into use. Th e
NEW YORK AUG 6 mark is in red , the Anglo-French accountancy mark , the
French ent ry mark (Salles 1182 ) and the postage due mark are in black. On
the reverse there is a LONDON JW AU 19 70 in red and, in black , PARI S
2E / 20 AOUT 70.

The Inman Line packet, City of London, sailed from New York on Aug. 6
an d arrived at Queenstown with "full mails" at 2000 hI'S on Aug . 17. No other
pack et fits th e evidence, so pr esum ably thi s cover was carried by her on the
Line's th ird trip under th e "temporary arra ngement."

References
• H a rgest , George E . H istory of L ett er Post Com munication Between the United States ami

Europ e, 1845- 1875, p. 154 .
Salles. Raym ond . L a Post e Ma rit im e Francaise , vols. III and IV.
Th e T im es of 1870 .
BLACK JACKS ABROAD
PAUL J. WOLF

A deep interest in Black Jacks and their vario us uses, with especial emphas is
on cove rs to or from foreign countries, brought to the wr iter's attention the fact
tha t th ere was no Mas ter Lis t that might be referred to, show ing all, or at least,
as many as possible, of th e many countries to or from which Black Jack covers
are known.

SilO Francisco to New Westminster, British Columbia postma rked Apr 21, NYD. Possibly 1868 . Handstamped
"Too bt." in oval, it missed 'he boil'! Franking is • strip of 3 of the 3c a~d a Black Jack, all with "E"
grill , overpaying the 1Dc rate by 1c.
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An appeal was made to members of the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society
through the medium of "Chairman's Chatter ," and a very helpful response
was forthcoming. A numb er of collectors, members of th e Postal History Society,
were also contacted, with good results.

The initi al list of some 50 countries was assembled from four sources: the
Allen Collection, as listed in Mrs. Maryette B. Lane's Handbook of th at collection
(referred to as "Allen,") the Cole Collection as listed in Maurice Cole's work,
The Black Jacks at 1863-1867 (Cole ); the list of foreign uses as shown in the
slide set on the Black Jacks assembled for the Classics Society (BJ Slide Set) ;
and my own collection. After carry ing on a very considerable correspondence
with other interested collectors, checking auction catalogues and so on, th e
list now stands at 75. This is a respectable showing.

Whil e it cannot be pretended that this is a complete listing (probably a
truly complete listing is not possible) it does contain most of the countries with
which the United States had postal commerce during the 1860's.

elur Spring, Md., to St. Cro ix, Danish West Indies . 34c rate, franked by 0 str ip of 3 of the 10c 1861, ond 2
Block Jocks. Postmarked Mar 8, NYD, 1867 in St. Thomas transit markong. "Porto 4" for local delivery.

Since those covers illustrated and described in the Lane and Cole Hand­
books are the ones m ost easily available for reference, it seemed sensible to give
preference to such listings, hence the large number of covers ascribed to such
sources. In the cases of England, in fact , all the Briti sh Isles, France and th e
German States , there are many covers available at all rat es, and tho se listed
are merely representative of what may be found. Some of the more exotic
locations , however, are very scarce, only one or two covers being known. A card
index was prepared showing all the informat ion ava ilable on each cover listed.
The final listing was transcribed from that file. Th e informa tion most often lack­
ing was the date. Sometimes this can be deduced from the cover itself: the
stamps,the rate, a docketing or the usage, but in many cases it simply cannot
be determined. A numb er of covers were reported, however, merely by destina­
tion or place of origin, and in some of these, too, there can only be a "?".

Where a name and a date is shown as the source, this is an auction. Covers
in private collections are shown simply with the name of th e owner.

The Compiler's thanks go to the following helpful people who listed th eir
own covers and searched philatelic literature includ ing auctio n cata logues back
to the '40's for pertinent references. Without their generous help, this list
would not exist :

Miss Esther Dexter Cohen, N. Y.; John L. Gemmill, N. Y.; Marc Haas, N. Y.;
Willi am K. Herzog, Mich.; Walter Hubbard, En gland; Basil C. Pearce, Cal. ;
Walter F. Reide, Cal.; Dr. Joseph F. Rorke, Ariz.; Charles J. Starn es, Mich.;
Cardinal Spellman Philatelic Museum, Mass.
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Destination
Aden
Arge n tina
.\ ustra lia
Austria
Baden
Bahamas
Bavaria
Belgium
Brazil
Bremen
British Columbia
Brunswick
Canada East
Canada West
Cape of Good Hope
Celebes
Chile
China (Macao)
Cuba
St. T homas. D.W.I.

Denmark
Ecu ador
Egypt
England
England
France
Frankfort am Main
Germany (Bavaria)
Guatemala
Hamburg
Hanover
Hawaii
Hesse
Holland
Hong Kong
India
Ire land
Italy (T wo Sicilies)
J~va .
Liechtenstein
Magdeburg
Martinique
Mauritius

Origin
Kennebunkport. Me.
Boston, Mass.
Plymouth. Mass.
Wellesley, Mass.
New York City
New York City
Worcester, Mass.

S. Dartmouth, Mass.
Ga lveston, Texas
San Francisco
New York City
New York City
Buffalo. N. Y.
Windsor, N. Y.
Holmes Hole, Mass.
West Tisbury. Mass.
Milo, Me.
New York City
San Jose, Cal.

Plain City, Utah
?
Dobbs Ferry, N . Y.
Spring Brook. Mich.
Black Hawk Pt., Col.
St. Augustine, Fla.
New York
Philadelphia
Washington, D. C.
New York
Cincinnati. Ohio
Visalia, Cal.
Sandusky, Ohio
Ogden. Utah
Boston
Boston
Fork Meeting. Md.
New York
Wilmington, Del.
?
Louisville, Ky.
Rockland. Me.
Windsor, N. Y.

Date
9/18/67
2/22/69
1865
3/7/67
10/18/65
4/22 NYD
?

12/24/67
3/ 3/67
4/21 NYD
8/19/65
6/4 NYD
8/24 NYD
4/24 /66
1/4 /69
2/5 /68
5/1 7/ 65
1l / 1/63
3/20/65

3/16/68
?
?
5 fl4/66
4/24 /68
3/11 /65
10/8 NYD
10/8/68
?
6/16/66
5/27 NYD
2/10 NYD
2/10/68
?
1l /26 /67
7/68
3/25 NYD
?
4/22/65
?
3/2/64
?
4/24/66

Rate, Route, Stamps, de.
45c; 3 12c 5c, 2 BJ
25c; 2 We, 3c, BJ
45c; 24c. 10c, 3 3c, BJ
Bremen Pkt. 15c; roe, se. BJ
15c; lOc, se. BJ, France IOc
5c; se, BJ
PCM, 28c; 24c, 2 BJ
27c; 15c, IOc, BJ
45c; 30c, IOc, se, BJ
Circular rate, single BJ
IOc; 3 3c, grilled, BJ
Hamburg Pkt. 15c; IDe, 2 5c, 2 se, 2 BJ
IOc; strip of 5 BJ
IOc; 2 3c, 2 BJ
4&; 4 IOc, 3 BJ
42c; 30c, IOc, BJ
34c; 3 IOc. 2 BJ
45c; 4 IOc, 3c, BJ
l Oc: 5c. 3c, BJ
34c; 30c, 3c, BJ

NGU ; 18c; 3c, entire, 10c, 3c, BJ
34c; 3c entire, 24c, sc, BJ
22c; 2 IOc, BJ all "F " grill
24c; 2 IOc, 2 BJ
12c; IOc, BJ
15c; Block of 4 BJ, pair BJ, pair BJ.!lc
15c, IOc. 3c. BJ
PCM; 15; IOc. 3c, BJ
IOc; 2 3c, 2 BJ
Direct svc; IOc; 3 3c. BJ
PCM; 28c; 24c. 2 BJ
lOc; 5 BJ "F " grilled
Bremen Direct; IOc; 3c entire. sc, BJ
French svc; 42c;"4 IOc. BJ
53c; 2 24c. 3c, BJ
28c; 3Oc, 24c. BJ
24c; 2 IOc, se, BJ
19c; 10c, 5c, 2 BJ
BvM; 53c; 2 24c. se, BJ
French svc; 15c; IOc, 3c. BJ, France IOc
PCM; 28c; 2 12c, 2 BJ
18c; IOc, 3 se, BJ all grilled
See cover to Cape of Good Hope

Source
Harmer 5/13/70
Allen
JAFox 8/15/66
Allen
Koerber 6/14/73
Allen
JAFox 2/26/69
JAFox 10/22/62
Spellman
Wolf
Wolf
Wolf
Cole
Cole
Siegel 1l/19/73
Wolf
Allen
Allen
Allen
Allen

Allen
Harmer 7/19/54
WAFOX 10/17/69
Allen
Cole
Allen
Cole
Hubbard
Allen
Hubbard
Herzog
Allen
Hubbard
Rorke
Allen
Allen
Allen
Cole
Cole
Kelleher 10/22/71
Wolf
Paige 6/5/57
Siegel 11/1 9/75

Remarks
London transits, front only
"T oo Late," later pmk 4/22/69
London transits

To Paris. fwd to Baden
4c due for local dely

No pmk, date from Prices Curren t
"T oo Late." overpaid te, maybe 1868
Double rate

Fwd to Mauritius
London transits, 25c Dutch coli .
Panama transits
London tra nsits
" NA I "
Overpaid lc, via Aspinwall. New

Grenada
Territorial usage, Mss pmk

Mss pmk, via Detroit Am Pkt
Territorial use. Letter fwd

After unification, reduced rate
Pmk "Congress. Washington. D.C."
Overpd Ie

Territorial use . Fwd
London transits
Double rate, Bissell Corres.
Overpd Ic, Mss pmk
NGU Closed Ma il per Saxonia

France fwd to Liechtenstein

Overpd 3c
Fwd from Cape of Good Hope



..,
go
C'l
e-a
~.
;;-

......
:::
~

~
...
:;;
£.
~
?'

Z
?
~

=
<0
Saxo ny Ru sh . N. Y.
Scotland Pet ersbu rgh , Va .
Spa in New York
Swede n Boston
Switzer land Bridgep ort . Conn .
Trinidad ?
Wal es ?
Wu r tte mberg Wil mington . Del.
Zanz ibar Salem . Mass.
BL A CK JACKS USED ABROAD
New York Barbadocs
Sacra me nto. Ca l. Victoria . B. C.

Destination
Mexico
Nassa u. Dutchy of
New Brunswick
Newfou nd land
New Zealand
No rway
Nouvelle France
Nova Scotia
Oldenburg
Pan am a

Peru
Peru
Phillipines
Prin ce Edw ard Is.
Prussia (Berl in)
Rom e (Papal Sts)

.
Russia

St. Cro ix. DWI
St. Helena

H artford. Conn .
New York
Boston

Ph iladelphia
Po ttsv ill e. Pa.
?
Baltim ore. Md .

Origin
Carlis le. Pa .
New York
New York
Brookl yn . N. Y.
Victoria . B. C.
Chicago. Ill.
Boston
Beni cia , Ca l.
Ne w York
?

\\'a rren . Mass.
San Francisco , Cal.
Da nvers. Mass.
Boston
Montgomery. Ala .
Hamil ton Depot. N. Y.

Clea r Spri ng. Md.
West T isbury, Mass.

Chi na . Shangha i
Havan a. Cu ba
Hon olulu . Hawaii

J ap an
Call ao. Peru
St. Lucia
St. Thomas

Date

9/22/66
8/9/69
1867
1865
?
5/27/67
4/ 25/67
?

1/ 26/ f>4
8/6/68
6/ 10/68
1/ 31/ 66
12/ 31/ f>4
1/ 65

3/8/67
2/ 3/72

1/18/68
2/21/66
11/ 65
12/ 6/67
?
?
9/29/64
3/1 4/64

3/28/65
?

10/15 NYD
1865
11/9/64

11/ 14/66
4/ 69
12/13/67

Rate, Route, Stamps, etc.
IOc; 3c en tire . 5c. BJ
PCM ; 28c; 24c. 2 BJ
IOc; 2 Sc, 2 BJ
6c; fic 1869. 2 BJ
22c; 2 IOc. BJ
PCM; 42c; 3Oc. 12c. BJ
BJ
15c; 3c ent ire, IOc. BJ
Brem en svc; 13c; 24c. BJ
?

22c; 2 IOc, BJ
34c; Block of 4 24c. 3 BJ grilled
42c; 4 IOc. BJ " E" grill
5c; 3c. BJ
PCM ; 28c. 24c. 2 BJ
PC M; 22c; 3Oc. 2 se. 2 BJ

34c; 3 IOc. 2 BJ
28c; l Oc Bank Note. BJ . stamps
m issing
Bre me n Pk t; rsc:
12c; 10c. BJ
Open Mail via England; 5c; 3c. BJ
PC M; 34c; 24c. 2 5c. BJ
Bremen Pk t: 19c; 15c. 2 BJ
?
Prin ted Ma tt er . 2c; Ic, BJ
I'C M; 28c; 24c. 2 BJ
45c; 3Oc. inc, Sc, BJ

Printed Ma tter Rate; BJ
IOc; 3c en ti re. 5c. BJ . Vancouver Is 5c

Printed Matter Rate; BJ
BJ
12c; Strip of 4 3c. 2 pa ir s and single
BJ
IOc; Stri p of 5 BJ
IOc; 3 sc, BJ
5c; pair BJ grilled
Printed Matter Rate; BJ

Sou rce

Wolf
Allen
Wolf
Cole
Pearce
Rorke
Allen
Wol f
Alle n
Repo rted for sa le
New York 1972
Rorke
Rorke
Harmer ND
Co le
Wo lf
Allen

Reported for sale
by Weill in 1966
Wo lf
Wolf

HJ Slide Set
Siegel 4/24/ 68
Wolf
Allen
Allen
H aas
Wolf
H ubbard
Knapp

Siegel 4/ 24/ 68
Lewen thal
4/ 25/71
Allen
J AFox 2/26/69
Alle n

Allen
Wo lf
BJ Slide Set
BJ Slide Set

Remarks
"2" for loca l dcly
Mourning cover. to Weisbaden
No cross- bord er mks
Overpd 4c. via str City of Brooklyn
Panam a transit 7/23/67
Overpd 2c
"Via Syd ney. C. B."
" Via Parnam a "
Double rate

Trip le ra te. La Charnbre Corres.
NY. London & Hong Kong transits
Via "Asia" to Halifax . reed 2/10/66
Eugene A. Sm ith Corres.
Unde rp d 4c for double 22c rate. Col­
lect 6 ba j for local dely

Via St. T ho mas. Porto 4 for local dely
St. Helena rec mk 4/2/72

18th day of red uced rate
" Pa id Only to Eng la nd " 4 Reales due
Overpd 2c

No postm arks. no transits , Overpd lc
Year dat e deduced from sailing date
Via Marseill es, London transits

"New York Shi p Letter 4" cancel
Wells Fargo cover. Mixed franking

Prices Current
Mss mk g "1' Eagle"
Pa id 22c in erro r. IOc Overpd

"Ch ina and J ap an Steam Service"
N. York . Steam ship cancel, Overpd Ie
Underpd Ie
Prices Current



TO ARGENTINA BY AMERICAN AND FRENCH PACKETS
Editor's not e: This re po r t was submi tted by a member who, for secu r ity reasons, docs not

wish to rev eal the ownership of th e covers described and, th erefore, prefers to be anonym ou s.

In the November Chronicle (No. 80) George Hargest discuss ed the cover
carried on the above combined service , and asked if anyone could produce a
similar cover showing a credit of 7~c to France.

80UTJI

The cover shown here is not only what he was looking for, but is the actual
cover from which Mr. Salles made the supplemental listing to his Tome III of
La Paste Maritime Francoise. I noticed this cover in a friends's collection but
could not find a listing in the Salles' work. A photograph of the cover was sent
to Mr. Salles , and the note in Feuill es Marcophiles resulted. It bears 18c post­
age (#98 +#114) to cover the 10c U. S. + 7~c French charges for a letter
of ~ oz. or under.

Beginning in 1860 the French "Ligne du Bresil"-later (1866) Ligne J­
carried mail from Bordeaux via Lisbon, Cape Verd e Is., Pernambuco, Bahia to
Rio de Janeiro. The "Ligne Annexe de la Plata"-later (1866) Ligne K-made
the short run from Rio de Janeiro to Montevideo and Buenos Ayres. Both
Lignes J and K made one trip a month. This continued until October 1869
when the two lines were replaced with a new Lign e J which provided service
from Bordeaux all the way to Buenos Ayres. The cover with the 7~c credit
was carried on one of the last trips of the Aunis which was the only ship to
service Ligne K from May 1867 until October 1869.

Apparently, with the end of the separate service of Ligne K, mail from the
United States which was now picked up at Rio de Janeiro by the ships of the
new Ligne J, on its way from France to Buenos Ayres, was no longer post­
marked with the "cachet de Provenance" to show its origin in the United States.

In the same collection is another cover postmarked Mt . Auburn, Mas­
sachusetts, Sept. 21 (almost certainly 1869) franked with two lOc Grills of 1867
and a 2c and 3c 1869 to the same addressee. It was probably carried on the
first monthly trip of the new Ligne J which stopped at Rio de Janeiro from 18
to 20 October 1869 and arrived at Buenos Ayres on 26 October. It does not
have a "Ligne" postmark. It bears a "15" credit to France marking and a blue
crayon 5c as do the other covers.

This is all gleaned from Tome III of the Salles work. If you have never seen
the seven volumes of La Paste Maritim e Francaise you cannot imagine the
amount of research that Mr. Salles put into this tremendous work. Not only
are all the thousands of markings used on French Maritime mail pictured and
valued, but every trip is tabulated by ship with dates of call at each port for all
the lines which covered the seven seas.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE__J

LETTER CARRIER SERVICE IN NEW YORK

©Co p yrig ht 1973 CALVET M. HAHN

(Continued fro m Chronicle No . RI. page 60)

THE REORGANIZATION OF 1834
Resignat ions grad ua lly whittled th e department down to twelve members in 1832 a nd

1833; ~owever. th e popu la tion continued to grow and so did the work load. Action was
ta ken 10 1834. when eleven new men were added to the service. The post offi ce was re­
organ ized and the Williams New York R egister noted there we re bo xes ins ta lled for co llectio ns
in th e upper part of the cit y. Fo llowing the fire in the Merchants Exchange in December
1835 and the subsequent mo ve to the uptown City Hall area in 1836. a branch po st office
was established at the corner of Wi lliam and Exchange Place (as reported in the directories
of 1837 a nd 1838) to service th e dow ntown bus iness.

Ba rn abas Ba les. who was assistant postmaster of New York from 1833 to 1836. depicts these
two sh if ts in h is Brief Stat em ent of the Exe rt ions of th e Friends of Cheap Postage in th e
Cit)' IIf Neu : York . p u b lished in 1848:

In 1833. the letter carriers of this city were requir ed to establish boxes in their respective
routes for the reception of letters. and to deliver th em da lly at the Po st-office in season
to be sent out by the mail s. fre e of expe nse. ThIs was con tinued for a few years. but
was then dIscontinued , greatly to the annoyanc e and inconvenience of the citizens
liv ing at a distance of two or three miles from th e Post-office. It is understood that
the present Postmaster-General has ord ered the re- esta blish ment of such plac es of
dep osit . bu t it has hitherto been disregarded . . . .
After mu ch entreaty. the Post-off ice D epartment conferred upon them [th e downtown
mer chants ) the great boon of esta blishing a Branch Post-offi ce down town . pro­
vid ed they wou ld pay one cen t for each letter deposited in and two cen ts for every letter
rec eived from. that office! Rather tha n be compelled to send to the Park Post-office
for the lett ers . th e merchants submItted . . . . th e re venues at the Branch Post-office
proved to b > so large that even th ese gen tlemen [Po stmaster and Postmaster General ].
becoming ashamed to tax th e merchan ts so enormous ly . con sented to remit th e cent on
the letters depo sited in the Post-office. but still pertinaciously adhered to the payment
of two cents on letters delivered . The income from this source alone. exclusive of
the rents for boxes in the Park Post-office. and th e cent on free. and drop letters.
amounted to the enormous sum of $16,000 per annum! !

The exp la na tion by Mr. Bal es tell s u s tha t collec t ion boxes d efinitel y were established
throughout the cit y. It also ex p lains th e nature of the second occ upation of many of the
carriers who used th eir p laces of business as deposi t boxes. particu lar ly the ca rriers who joined
the service in th e 1834 period . It is one of the reasons why it is ne cessary to go through th e
tedious listings of carrier home addresses. These home addresses were in many cases collection
sta t ions for the ca rr ier service . We do not know the number of collection boxes in 1834.

A seco nd point mad e by Mr. Bat es is th e fee structu re of the Branch Post Office. It is
possib le to assoc ia te specific New York ma rkings with this branch post office . which I be ­
lieve is th e firs t in th e country. Thus th ose who d esire examples of var ious postal serv ices
shou ld have a handstamp fro m this ope rat ion which set the precedent for branch offic es. Too,
th e posta l fee was di fferent at th is office th an it was an ywhere else in the U . S. The covers
do not gen er a lly reflect this d ifference; however. it is possible to find one th at docs. Such a
cover wo u ld be an exh ib ition piece in any postal history collection. It is not unti l the Act of
March 3. 1847. Section 10. that we find a fu ll authorization for th e esta b lish m en t of branch
pos t offices and this section specifically notes:

. . . no additional postag e shall be charged for the rec eip t or delivery of any letter
or packe t at such branch post office.

However. the Act of Ma y 18. 1842. which deals with the pay of postmasters a nd a tt em p ts
to cut back the excessive in comes a t several major post offices d ocs menti on branch office s:

It shall be th e duty of postmasters at New York. Bost on . Philadelphia. Baltimore and
New Orleans. and the other several citi es of the Union . each and eve ry year hereafter.
to render a quarter-yearly account to th e Postmaster Gene ral. under oath . in su ch form
as th e latter shall pres cri be. for th e purpose of giving fu ll eff ect to this proviso. of all
emoluments or sums by th em respectively received for boxes. or pigeon-holes. or oth er
re ceptacles for letters or papers. and by th em charged for to individuals ; or for the
delivery of letters or papers at or from any place In either of said cities. other than the
actual post off ice of such city ; and of ali emoluments . rec eipts and profits. that have
come to their hands by r eason of ke eping branch post offices In either of said cities. . . .

The add it ion of Isaac M. Tyson to the carrier force in 1834 has already been discu ssed .
Young J ohn C. Sha rdlow also joined this year. He is fi rs t individually lis ted in Longw orth
in 1836 wh en he is re ported as a le tter carrier at 65 Pitt where similar listings were
noted for 1837 and 1838. William Boyle also joined in 1834 a nd was firs t individually listed
in 1835. as a gr ocer a t 99 Delancy. corner of Ludlow. This was probably a co llect ion station
as we ll. H e is listed as a carr ier in 1834 and 1835. The 1836 directory not es h im a t the De lancy
add ress. but he is no longer listed in 1837.

Another new addit ion was William B. Brown. H e is not list ed individually in 1833. or 1834.
bu t in 1835 he is reported as a grocer at 52 Bayard , corner of Elizabeth . H e has no list in g
in 1836 or 1837. Presumably he was only a ca rr ier for two yea rs- I834·5.
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T he H allett family had a n add i tiona l carrier in 1834 when Sam ue l P. Hallett joined .
H e is first individually listed in 1835 as a carrier at 77 3rd Avenue, a listing he keeps th rough
1838, th e last year checked.

A d ry goods man, J oseph P. Smith , al so joined the services in 1834. H e han oper a ted a
d ry goods store a t 27 1 G ra nd with h is home a t 218 William th e year before . H e is listed
individually as a le tter carrier a t 218 W illiam in 1834 and a t Willett near Grand in 1835.
In 1836 he is listed as a grocer and fire bric k dealer at 7 Pecks Slip as he is in 1837.

Israel H a tch , wh o was not listed in 1833, is reported as a letter carrier beginning in 1834.
He is so re ported throug h the d irectory of 1837 but is not reported at all in 1838. J oining
th e service at th e same time was J ames E. H yde, a ma son who lived at 6 Doyers. H e is listed
individually as a letter carrier a t tha t ad d ress in 1834 and 1835 and then as a lett er carrier
at 230 Bow ery in 1836 and at 82 Suffolk in 1837 and 83 Suffo lk in 1838. Ano ther new
carrier was J oh n P. H off , J r . who is a let ter carrier in 1834 and 1835 accord ing to th e post
office list in g . He is proba bly the son of An n Hoff, widow of John Hoff at 29 Att orney in
1833. H e is first individually listed in 1835 as resid ing at 106 La urens wh er e he is a lso fou nd
in 1836. H e is not reported in 1837 at all and proba b ly was not a ca rrier past 1835.

Ano ther carrier wh o joine d th e service in 1834 was John B. McPherson who was a court
hou se officer a t 17 Rect or in 1833. He is listed in 1834 as a letter carrier a t 99 H udson and
the n in 1835 at 107 Laurens (108 in 1836 and 106 in 1837) befo re moving to 40 Macdoug al as
a letter carrier in 1838. It shou ld be no ted that his ad dress in 1835 and 1836 is in th e sam e
building or next door to John Hoff, Jr.

7. ptlf.PAID CARRIEIl? Thi. undated onvelopo ha. a rod 31mm circlo NEW.YORK/21 /JAN/5cts. (NYC 5, typo 8),
known only from March 11, 1849 until May 28, 1851, and a curved red PAID. Addres.ed 10 Poughkeep.io, N. Y.th.,. II .n Ink 'Pd' in the handwriting of 'he addressee and a pencil " 2" for an unexplained 2c rate. In New
York City ,h. clrrier rat. to the ma ils was 1c under the Robert Roberti reorganilation of the carrien in Jan.
uary 1849. Tho foo WOI reducod to .oro by Augu st 23, 1851, although tr iod oxperimontally oarlior. Thus unless
• 2c experimen' was also tried, the two cent rat. on t his cover had to apply to Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Mr,.
Delano was 100 woll known for it to bo In I dvorti sed lo"or foo 'olving tho most logicol expllnltion thlt of
I preplld corrior.

Last , but far fro m least , of the 1834 cre w was Rob ert Rob erts, who was listed as a
letter carrier at 27 Oa k street in 1834 through 1836 and the n as a letter ca rrier at 123 Orchard
in 1837 and 1838. H e a nd h is fam ily had been listed for som e yea rs previous to hi s joinin g
the force as sadd lers . For example, Rob er t Roberts, Jr. was a sadd ler a t 173 Chatham in 1827.
Roberts rose in th e ra nks of th e letter carrier service a nd in 1849 was ch osen to head the de­
partmen t for i ts o fficia l resto ra tion in J anuary o f th a t yea r foll owin g its d issolution on No ­
vem ber 28, 1846. He published an of ficia l list of 26 branch offices-ch iefl y drug stores-on
February 3, 1849.

THE CHANGES OF 1836
It is apparent from no tin g th e list ings of th e carriers th at a numbe r of th e new crop

d id not su rv ive in to 1836. T he rea son is pl ai n . During the great fire of December 16, 1835, a
number o f busin ess hou ses were wiped out along with all their records. T he carriers had
bee n ex tendi ng cr ed it of 50 to 150 to th ese busin esses on q uarterly accounts-th e accoun ts
were due at th e end of th e q ua rter, or ab out two weeks after th e fire. As th e businesses
were ruined in man y cases, the carr iers cou ld not co llect . T he amou nts represe n ted a very
substan tia l portio n of their an nual earnings an d wo uld d iscou rage th em from cont inu ing in
the service .

A sh ift in th e financi ng of th e pos t office in 1836 was another probable cause for a
demoralizat ion of th e ca rri er forc e in 1836. Mr. Page. the new postmaster , was sufficien tly
122 T he Chronicle / May 1974 / Vol. 26, xo. 2



less interested in carri ers to di scourage the citations about carrier service that ha d been
carried in the New York city directories for years. Alvin H arlow, in Old Post Bags, offers
an explanation. He notes that box rents in the pos t office were part of the " perquisites of off ice"
of th e po stmaster and did not go into the gen eral, and accountable, post office revenue. This
income had become so huge by 1842 that Congress pa ssed a law, approved 5/18/42, limiting a
postmaster's earnings to $5,000 a yea r. New York got a new postmastel , John Lorimer Graham,
in 184I. Congress had ta rgeted in on three post offices which had become open scandals because
of the large postmaster incomes-New York, Boston . a nd Ph iladelphia .

Until 1836, the lett er carrier system had operated on (a) histo rica l tradition stemming
from th e ea rli est colonial da ys, (b) the Act of May 8, 1784, Section 28, (c) th e Act of March
3, 1825, whic h res tated the authoriza tio n to deliver lett ers to the domi cil e of the addressee. In
1836 a third change in th e letter carrier laws was passed by Congress in section 41 of th e Act
of July 2, 1836, for th e Re organization of the Post Office. The text of this sect ion is quoted
in full in Elliott Perry's chapter on "Carriers and Carrier Markings," p . 165, of Ashbrook's
United States On e Cent Stamp of 1851-57, an essential refere nce for anyone collecting carrier
markings. This act provided for th e bonding all letter carriers, and for a maximum fee of 2c
on letters to be deposited in the post office, to be paid at the time of receipt of th e let ter.
It also provided for a maximum 2c fee for letters de livered by carriers. The receipts from the
fees were to make a fund to compensate carriers.

The Act of 1794 definitely made the lett er carriers p ost office employees and thus the
bonding instructions -of the Act of 1836 p robab ly were not an innovation althongh I have not
previonsly found specific instructions on the bonding of carriers. Both th e act of 1794 and
the one of 1825 provided for domici le delivery of the mails; however, such de livery had gone
on since early colonial times. T he major addition of the Act of 18116 is the authorization for
carrier pick-up of letters.

/m..- .".. 'L . . _' . .

r:4tTk~
H~''.I_ ' .J 01-. Yaf

8. PUPAID CARtlIER COLLECTION FEE. Red 29mm NEW YOIlJ(/2a/MAl/5 eta. (NYC 5, type 4) and curved reel/
PAID on latt et to Naw Hampsh ira of 1851. The writer noted on th a coyer " pr . mall" and " prepaid." A pencil
6 w as put on by the Cirr i., to show he recei ved six cents to cove r his r.t. and the 5c interc.fty rate . This il
the " Ie collect ion fee" authorised by Rob ert Morr i. In hi. not ice of January I , 1849, shortly before he
appoi nted Robert Robert i '0 reorganil e the letter Clrrien. Arthur Bond , who examined this cov er, concu r.
in th is analysi• .

It was always true, of course, that you cou ld catch a lett er carrier on hi s rounds and
hand him a letter for delivery. Legal authority goes back to colonial days and is specific in the
Act of 1794. The way fee covered th e situation. The fact is that letter carrier pick-up of le tt ers
was done prior to the Act of 1836. The New York City pos t office reorganization of 1834
speci fically provided for "i nsta lling boxes for collection in the upper part of the cit y."

The problem of pi ck-up involves payment for the service. Would it be done for fee or free?
The Act of 1836 made it clear that a fee for picking up the letters was involved. It is probable
that a charge ex isted previously. To prepay,-and who among the carriers wou ld be foolish
enough to accept a lett er without prepayment un less a charge account existed?-a pick up lo­
ca tion was needed. 1£ th e carrier addresses are plotted on a map for any given yea r , it will
be seen that th ey cover a diversit y of locations. Their homes would be logical pick-up points.
While prior to 1834, Mr. Davie's habit of list ing himself with a business address suggests that
he was an early pick -up station. Wit h the 1834 addition of boxes for collection came a series
of. new carriers. T hree or four of them had professions that sound suspiciously as though they
wou ld serve as box locations-two grocers, a dry goods store, and a mason .
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'Harlow in Old Post Bags makes two pertinent references to the problem of carrier p ick-up
of letters. First, he notes that in 1825 an arrangement was sanctioned that permitted mer­
chains to have their mail deli vered at a certain store instead of having to go to the post offi ce
for it . Undoubtedly the Act of 1825 was involved in the change. However, it had been le~l

and normal practice previously to deliver letters when the addressee was kn own and no In­
structions not to deliver were given . T h us the advantage seems to have been a su bstitu tion of
first day delivery for delayed delivery or box service. More importantiy, Harlow also reports
that the post office department sanctioned the p laci ng of a letter box in a building at
Chatham Square from which carriers collected mail and took it to the post office. This
is the first reference to carrier pick-up of mail.

There is no reference in the city directories of the period to this service, nor is a branch
office m entioned . H owever, seve ra l carriers live in the area. J . S. Re ynolds is on Bayard at
various addresses just a block or so away. Michael Noe is at 39 Pump which runs between
Orange and Division and is in the Chatham Square vicinity. Because of the peculiar listings of
the No e family, where the you nger members are listed but no address is shown, it is more
likely that on e of them ran the letter box from the house.

To summarize : wh ile the Act of 1836 did provide for both pick-up and delivery by letter
carriers , it is probable that these functions had been performed in New York at least as
ea rly as 1825 a nd possibly as early as Mr. Davie 's employment. Too, it is also logica l that
each carrier wou ld accept letters at h is home and take them to th e post office so that in a
limited sense p ick-ups go back into th e dim Colonial past. A reasonable hypothesis might be
that each carri er hom e was al so a box. This is particularly likely after the 1834 revamp of
the post offi ce when store owners were also listed as letter carriers.

IDENTIFICATION OF CA RRIER COVERS
The ex ten t of the carrier serv ice prior to the Act of 1836 makes it clear that in New

York a t least , a large number of the known stam p less covers must have been domicile-delivered
by carriers p rior to the first hands tamps recording carrier service. This fact has not hitherto
been recognized . Sim ilar ly, i t is not a matter of common philatelic knowledge that a number
of cities had a history o f early (p re-I840) carrier service and therefore that there are a
number of hitherto unrecorded carrier serv ice covers associated with them.

A cursory ch eck of p re.18 40 carrier serv ice shows tha t in the three largest American cities­
New York, Philadel phia , and Boston-the service goes back into the 18th century. Boston had
carrier service as far ba ck as 1639, even 40 years before an off icial post office was established,
and th is was confirm ed under the 1692 Nea le Paten t. There is no reason to assume carrier
service was ever a bandoned . although I was unable to find a penny post letter carrier lis ted
in the 1789 Boston ci ty directory . Loc al collectors are aware of the scarcity of the private
locals in Boston and the relative weakness of the private local s com pared with the ot her two
major cities . even in the 1850's. T oo , many of the letters carried by the Independent Mail
opera tions such as Hale , Ame rica n Le tt er Mail , and Overton, carry no ta tions for loca l de­
live ry fees of 2c which a lmost cer ta in ly were those of the Boston carriers. There were at least
four carr iers in the penny post system in 1837 and this expa nded to six in 1847 and eight
in 1848, under the aegis of Edwin C. Bailey who headed City Delivery from 1846 to late
1848. before his rep lacement by James H . Patterson who had headed the Bost on Parcel POSt
at 23 Sudbury, a private local.

Whi le Bost on apparently had a penny post in its ea rly days, it is doubtful if there was
one in the last days o f th e co lon ial period - a situation that ma y have continued ri ght to the
end of the 17oo ·s. One p iece of evide nce is the j ournal Kept by Hugh Finlay 1773-74, pg. 29-30 .
There, Finlay comments u pon the Boston office as it was on October 14. 1773.

There's n o runner employ'd at this off ice ; one w ou'd be useful. The riders have no
Post horns.

By th is remark he su re ly me a nt the re was no " pen ny pos t" carrier as of that date. The si tua ­
tion was quite d ifferent in Philad elphia , America's la rgest colonial ci ty. T here, Franklin had
in troduced bo th th e advert isi ng of lett ers and th e pe nny post in 1753. Du ring th e month of
July 1762 , William Bradford 's Pen nsylvania Jot/mal carried the following notice from the
postmaster who was Franklin's cousin :

The lad who was lately employed at the Post Office as Penny Post having run away,
the gentlemen who expe ct letters are requeste d to call for them until a suitable person
can be procured to carry th em. WILLIAM DUNLAP.
Knowledge of the co lonia l Ph iladelphia penn y pos t 's exis tence has led to a nasty

philatelic situa t ion. Apparently genuine colon ia l corresponde nce ha s been tampered with to
create new rarities , Philadelphia penny po st covers. At least two such covers are reported in
the holding of an important eastern colle ctor who quite ri ghtly called attention to the
probability of th eir being forgeries.

T he added marking is a red 28mm triang le reading: PEN NY/ POST/LETTER wit h a ti ny
triangle in the center as illust rated on th e letter sheet here. Both reported letters are ad­
dressed to H ollingsworth in Philadelphia a nd both are su ppos ed ly dated 1773. One is on a cor­
respondence from " E lk 22 Au gu st 1773" and the other is just an ou ter wrapper. The town of El k
is the "H ead of Elk" located on th e post run from Phi lad elphia to An na polis . Detail ed analysis of
wh y these should be co nsidered forged additions is not offered here as it is feared othe r item s
are 1I0 W being circu la ted , with added markin gs even being inser ted into arch iva l copies to
boost au thenticity. An ex pose of det ection meth ods m ight lead the pe rpetrator to correct his
failings , therefore. only the ap pro p r ia te people hav e been su pp lied with suc h ide n tifica tion
detail.
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"'rporteol PhU.....phl. Penny I'Dat cov.. from 1773 nil 0 leaf h
.dded to m.k•• gr.at phil.tellc r.rity, from .n · ord l~.:':'olonl. 1 ":u:.:1...~·~=:-1:'~NYII'OST/LEmR

(To be continued)
u.s. Postal History U.S. 1851 U.S. 1890
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 81
The cover presented in th e previous issue and show n here as Figur e 1

provoked some spirited comment and several plausible explana tions. Solutions
were received from Cliff Friend, Ken Whittle, and Dick Graham.

A popular theory-supported by Cliff Fri end, Joseph Rorke ( the cover's
owner) and others-is that th e 6c in stamps represents th e private ship letter
rate for a single letter. A provision in the Act of March 3, 1863, (e ffect ive June
30, 1863) established double letter ra tes for private ship letters. Regulations
permitted this rate to be prepaid by stamps. Wh en such a letter was forwarded ,
the single letter rat e of 3c would, of course, app ly. Th ere are, however , serious
objections to this analysis, as will be detailed later.

Ken Whittle has offered an ingenious explanation, based on the docketing
on th e reverse, which reads "Arrived via Johnson Aug 5th. " The Johnson post­
mark , app lied wh en th e letter was forward ed, is dated AUG 6. Mr. Wh ittle
speculates that a representative of the addressee picked up th e letter at John son
on the 5th, removed a portion of the contents ( reducing the weight to ~ oz. or
less) , made the docketing notation and remailed th e letter on the 6th. Although
this th eory is temptin g, I th ink the discrepancy between Aug. 5 and Aug. 6 is an
inadvertent error. The person who wrote th e forwa rding address cannot ha ve
made the docketed notations, because the handwritings are quite dissimilar.

Dick Graham, who has a wid e knowledge in this field, ha s discussed this
cover extensively at my request. I'm very grateful for his detailed comments,
which ar e quoted at length as follows :

T he cover seems fa irl y straight Iorward-sexcep t th ere are three possibl e answers
which th e ra te and markings on th e cover could fit.

Many collectors wou ld like to call this a prepaid stea m boa t or sh ip letter. After
July I, 1863, these two ca tegories were combined, and postage was double ra te. In
ei the r case , th e u sage was that of a lett er handed in at the post office by ~ no n­
contract shi p or steamboat ; by " non-cont ra ct" is mea nt that the vessel did. not
have a mail -carrying contract. It was requ ired for suc h letters , whe n .han ded 111 at
the post offi ce, to be marked SH I P or STEAM (or STEAM BOAT, wh ich m ea.ns th e
same) to identify th em so th at they were correctly waybilled , and also to ju stify the
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collection of the double rate, which was seldom prepaid. While ord inary domestic
letters were at that time req ui red to be prepaid by stamps, SHIP or STEAMBOAT
letters were accep table unpaid and mailed collect.

As ma y be noted , the su bject cover does not bear ei the r a SHIP or an y other
form of marking declaring it to be a steamboa t letter . Had the cover been a sh ip or
steamboat letter, the 6c prepaid rate with but !lc required to for ward wou ld fit th e
situation. Yet, th ere are obj ections. The letter bea rs no such ma rk to indicate su ch
an origin . John Parker, then New Orleans postmaster, was somethi ng of a stickler for
regulations, if covers owned and seen by this writer are an y criterion, and covers
from New Orleans at this time often bear "due" markings, evide nt ly for overweight ,
and unpaid or partially paid ship letters or stea mboat letters are marked "Ship" or
"Steam ". Aga inst this is th e fact tha t we have seen instances (though not connected
wit h New Orleans) where prepaid lett ers which obviou sly, from their route or
o ther evidence, must have been ship or steamboat letters, bore no marking to ind i­
cate such origin. Except to comply with regulations, there was no real reason that
such letters, when fully prepaid , required such a marking, as there was no collect
postage needing justification .

T he cover originated at Port Hudson , Louisiana, with a dateline of an en closed
letter of J uly 22nd, 1864, and a heading of "Med ical Di rectors Office." Probably, it
was a soldier's lett er or at least, from someone associat ed wit h the military. Port
Hudson being in Federal hands at this time.

There is still one ot her factor. Mili tary and naval ma ils of the Civil Wa r , on
th e Mississippi and elsewh ere, normally ha d their own cha nnels such as the military
communications system. Ship and steamboat lett ers are vir tu ally unknown in this
connection by as lat e in the war as mid-18M. Sold iers' communications home were
often quite voluminous, and double or trip le weight letters are not u ncommon .
Sold iers sending letters downriver to New Orleans via the military mail system
would ha ve no opportunity to get an accu rat e weight on a letter , and overpay­
ments were probably quite common-bu t certainly not as common as partially
paid, due lettersl

Lastly, the onl y reason for a soldie r to give a lett er to a clerk of a non-contract
boat was to save time-with four days between letter dateline and New Orlea ns
postmark, no time seems to have been saved . The distance from Por t Hudson
downstream to New Orleans was but a matter of some hou rs for a reasonably fast
boa t .

We noted abov e that there were other possibilities for th e 6c prepaid in
stamps and the 3c req uired for forwarding th e cover in Vermont. The simple ex­
planation is that th e cover was merely overp aid; as we noted , soldiers' letters had
to be subject to much gu esswork concerning weights and rates. But there is still
another possibility: that the lett er was ind eed double weight, bu t th e po stmaster
a t Johnson, Vermont, who forwarded the cover , didn 't bother to cha rge th e extra
rate . T he late George Slawson often related cases of Vermont independence to the
writer, citing as example the fact he had never seen an 1857 stamp re fused re cogni­
tion by a Vermont postm aster, even after these stamps were dem on eti sed in 18611

T o su m up , th e cover could be any of th e three possibilities, but this writer
does not feel it "cricket" to term the cover a shi p or stea mbo at letter without
better evidence, especially when the cover could as rea d ily be a far less exotic usage.

Although no absolute solution for this cover can be determined, the most
likely explanation- the one with the fewest inconsistencies- seems to be that it
was overpaid. Thi s view appears somewhat strengthe ned by a passage near
the end of the enclosed lett er:

My health continues fine. On the who le I think th e harder I work the be tter I
feeL- But must close, as soon th e mail will close-for N. O .

The suggestion conveyed is that some organized military mail system ("the
mail will close" ) was involved, rather than the happenstance of a private ship
headed downriver.

Anothe r quotation from the letter may be of interest. The writer (the
letter is to his father) mentions that he has had the responsibility of acting as
Medical Director for the whole Corps-far exceeding his assigned position.
He explains how several regiments are being reorganized and consolidated and
many officers reassigned:

Col. Cla rk of th e 79th is sick and is soon to return home, doubtless to rem ain,
as he is unfit for service either sick or well . I tell you that th ere is a great sifting
and weed ing out of incompe tent and unworthy officers which is much wanted .
Genl. Banks in his haste to gain friends and popularity commiss ioned every body
and his son in this Corps and they have now turned upon him with curses and he
is dead m ilitarily to all sense and purpose.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
The cover shown in Figure 2 was furnished by Dr. James W. Milgram. The

folded letter is headed "Mansfield 29 July 1828." It is postmarked in red
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"Cleaveland. 0 / AUG 6" in double-lined box. The address, "Free/M, Bartley,"
and "Way" are all written in black ink. The other markings-"ford from Cd .,"
"60 Days expired/July 26," and "12M" are in red . The last ' paragraph of the
letter reads "Not knowing where to direct this, or rather not knowing where
you are at this tim e I will direct it to your brother in Cleaveland with a request
that he send it to you . .. ."

There are several questions regarding this cover- what is the significance
of the various markings? Is it a genuine way letter; if so, why no lc way fee?
On what basis was the letter franked? Wh y was the frank not recognized?

This is a most intriguing and satisfying puzzle; I am curious how many will
solve it at least in part

PlIIU'" 2
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
BIGGER - BEITER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid . $10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Pat Paragraphs Nos . 1-23 incl.
Must be in good condition. Write: Leon
Hyzen, Box 256, San Clemente, CA. 92672.

COVERS: Postmarked from our 11 West­
ern States and Dakota before 1890. Have
duplicates and other covers carrying #10,
11, 25 & 26. Will trade or buy. Harry L.
Fine, 2114 E. Balsam Ave., Mesa, Arizona
85204.

FOR SALE: Lc 1851-57 ISSUE: #9, Pos.
7RlL-Lt. cane., stains--$13; #9, Pos.
8RIL, bright color, just touches at top, 3
large rnargins--$20. #9, Pos, 9RIL, Lt. pen
cane., 3 marg.--$18. #9, "1857" Yr. date
canc.--$35. #24, Blue Bait . PAID, ink
thumb print--$15. #24 Red carrier, Pas.
38L9, in at bot.--$10. #24, top row copy,
beauty--$12. #24, vert. pair, pen canc.,
sharp impress. & color, in at left--$16. Sat­
isfaction guaranteed-returnable for any
reason. What do you need? Leon Aus­
sprung, 3 West Court, W. Beacon Hill, N.
Wilmington, DEL. 19810.
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