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There's No Substitute for Knowledge!

There's No Substitute for Experience!

There's No Substitute for Integrity!

There's No Substitute for Cash!

And There's No Substitute for SIEGEL

When It Come to Selling Your Stamps!

ROBERT A. SIEGEL, INC.
120 EAST 56th ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

PHONE (212) 753-6421

ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS



PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE

Authoritative Philatelic Literature

ROBSON LOWE

Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps, Vol. 5, North America

Considerable US Postal Histo ry interest:
Colonial America
US-Canadian mail
US 1847 stamps used from Canada
US-Maritime Provinces mail
US-Vancouver Island mail
British Posta l Agencies in the US
etc., etc., etc....

Published in 1973, 760 pages
ReguIar edition, cloth ------------------- $40.00
DeLuxe edition, two volumes, full Morocco $50.00

RAYMOND SALLES

Encyclopedia , De La Poste Maritime Francaise

Crawford Medal from the Royal Philatelic Society, 1974

Covers the entire world of classic French Maritime mail includ ing
that related to the United States; the rnerklnqs, postag e rate s, and
ship sailings. The work contains over 1,900 pages, 2, 800 marki ngs,
122 maps, and lists 20,000 voyages

Published between 1961 and 1972, eight volumes, soft binding ,
complete with all addenda, fewer than 12 sets available. $165.00

GUINEVERT AND TIION

PREFILATELIA ESPANOLA

This set covers classic Spanish stampless postal markings of the entire
world including U.S: areas that were once Spanish such as California,
New Mexico and Texas along w ith related areas such as Puerto Rico,
Philippine Islands, etc .

Published in 1971, 989 pages, two volumes, markings in four
colors, cloth binding, edition of 1,000 ---------------------- $45.00

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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10c 1847 COVERS
Wide Rt. Sheet Mu g., cuts in a long left side , well clear T & B, Tied Bright Red

Grid to Fine (sma ll tear) Folded Blue Lette r-sheet Pmk. " NEW YORK OCT 8
(1849)" in Red, Pretty, Cit. $400 ~ $200

3 Huge Margins, cut in unevenly at left , Tied Brilliant Blue grid to Fine (1 crease)
Small Folded Bluish Lettersheet, Pmk. "DETROIT MICH. FEB 16" (1851) in
Blue , A"rlctive $225

3 Nice Mlrgins, cuts 2 points at BT., light crease, Tied Light Red 'ST. LOUIS MO."
Pmk. to V. F. Folded Bluish Lettersheet with Vivid "ST. LOUIS MO. FEB 23"
(1850) Pmk. in Red, Striking Cover $250

F.-Y, F. (close, but clear at BT.) Bright Red Smudge Cancel (Very Pretty; Des. shows
thru clearly) & Red "NEW YORK N. Y. JUN 12" (1850) Pmk. Ties to Fine
Folded Blue Lettersheet (Lt. Crease & Small Tears), Yery Pretty $250

F.-Y. F. (close but clear at RT.), Tied Greenish Blue Grid to V. F. White Folded
Lettersheet by indistinct "PHILA PA." Pmk. in Blue, "Jan. 14, 1850" use,Attrlctive $250

Y. F., BLACK GRID CANCEL, Tied by Red "BOSTON MASS. 10 Ch 4 JUN" (1851)
to V. F. Appearing Lightly Creased Blue Folded Lettersheet with Red "PAID,"Yery A"rlctlve $350

Y. F. to Superb, Tied "On Nose" by Bright Blue 'PHILADA. PA. 10 APR 17"
(1849) Pmk. to V. F. Folded Bluish Lettersheet (one small defect at top) with
Addi t. Sharp Strike of Pmk. Belutiful Appelring $500

Ultra Superb, Jumbo Margins, Sheet Marg. at BT., Tied by Red Grid & Smudge
Cancels to V. F. Bluish Folded Lettersheet (only 1 Light Letterfold Crease),
Pmk. Red "BOSTON 10 CTS 13 JUL" (1848), Fresh, Clean, A REAL GEM $1 ,000

2 Copies, Y. F.-Superb (Showing Stamp at Left) & Other 3 Wide Marg. (with Part
of Next Stamp at RT.) bu t cut in along Left Frameline, Tied by Neat Bright
Red Grids to V. F. Folded Bluish Lettersheet with Clear "U. S. EXPRESS MAIL
BOSTON MAY 2" Pmk. in Red, A Strikingly A"rlctive & Rlre Cover $850

STRIP OF 3, Horiz., V. F. Marg ins 3 Sides, BT. Marg. Runs from Clear on Left
Stamp to Touching Cente r Stamp, to Just Cutting in on RT. Stamp, Tied by
Bright Red Grids to V. F. Bluish Folded Letter-sheet Pmk. "U. S. EXPRESS
MAIL BOSTON JUN 20" in Red, Rare & Belutiful $2,250

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immedilte Refund - Glldly Sent on Approvil with References

Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Curylng Chlrges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
eSA
USPCS

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug.• and Nov. by the U. S. PhIlatelic Classics
Society , Inc., at 2030 Glenmon t Ave .. N. W., Canton, OhIo 44708. Second class postage paid a t Canton.
OhIo 44711 and additi onal malling of f ice . Subscript ion price $14.00. Prin ted In U.S.A.
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IN MEMORIAM

LESTER L. DOWNING

1889-1974

How swiftly the sands run-this phrase usually accompanied the notice of
the death of a member during th e 17 years Lester Downing was editor of
Chairman's Chatter. It must now- with special poignan cy-be applied to him .
On the morning of July 25, 1974, he died at Concord, Mass., following an opera
tion the week before; he had , however , been in failing health for a long time.

Lester Downing was born in 1889 at North Camb rid ge, Mass. He received
an engineering degree from M . 1. T . in 1914. F ollowing service in World
W ar I, he was associated with Crowell & Thurlow Co. at Boston in the field
of ship design until his retirement man y yea rs ago.

Le ster first began collecting as a boy and returned to th e hobby in ma
turity. He joined the 3c '51-'57 Unit in 1949, a year after .its founding. His main
collecting interests were classic U. S. and British America, but within those
areas his tastes were catholic. As a student of Dr. Carroll Chase he built an
outs tanding collection of the 3c 1851 stamp. His collection of early U. S. ra il
road covers was also noteworthy. His pr ofessional skill as an artist an d drafts
man enabled him to draw maps, postal markings, and the like, to enha nce his
own collection and-more characteri stically-ethe album pages an d writings of
others. His devotion to postal history developed and strengthe ned . His contri
butions have been significant, especia lly in research on all aspects of forei gn
fail to and from the U. S. His studies of transatlantic mails and related services
have brought out many original discoveries and helped stimulate th e explosion
of information in this field in th e last decade or so.

For a quarter century Lester Downing and U. S. P. C. S. have been insepara
ble. He has serve d the Society in cou ntl ess ways over th e years, as Vice-Chairman
1950-52, as Director 1957-68, and in many other tasks, such as auditing th e
tr easurer's reports and servin g on various committees. His major contribution
wa s, of course, his light-hearted and humane editorship of Chairman's Chatter
from 1950 to 1967, making it a strong factor in th e Society's growth and in
the development of friendship among its members .

Th e 1962 Chase Cup was pr esented to Lester Downing for his efforts on
behalf of philately of the 1851-60 issue (particularly his work on photos of th e
Chase 3c plat es, and in th e sale of the Chase stu dy material), and for his
conscientious service as Chatt er editor. The September 1973 issue of Chairman's
Chatter (#78) was dedicated to him and reprinted man y of his witty aphorisms.

Th ese details cannot, however, convey the essential qu aliti es of mind and
heart that will make Les Downing sorely missed: -his generosity in sharing
information ; his eage rness to learn and accept new ideas; his enthusiasm for
research and discovery; his acti ve encour agement of new and younge r mem
bers ; his self-effacement and modesty; his warm uncontrived friendliness;
thes e traits- and more-make Lester Downin g a philatelist and fri end to cherish
in remembrance:-

A gentle man on Earth ,
And gentle 'mid the Shades.

S. M. McD.
T he Chronicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26. No. II Illll



REPRINT
BONUS
110 YEARS AGO
Edi tor 's note: Our 1869 section in th is issue announces the discovery of an important

research source that bears directly on classic U. S. stamps and postal history. The first 12 vol
umes of Holbrook 's Un ited States Mail an d Post Office Assista nt have been located, complete and
inta ct. The newly-discovered ru n comprises every issue of this monthly newspaper, from its
inception in October 1860 th rough Septem ber 1872. Man y of the issues contained in this run
had up unt il now been thought not to exist.

T o celebrate thi s happy event, we are repri nt ing an art icle that appeared in the September
1864 issue-110 years ago. It is one of th e earliest known write-ups, published in the U. S., deal 
ing with what was then rega rded as a "weak and puerile mania"-philately. The illustrations are
taken from a combined album and catalogue published by J. W. Scott Co. about 1870. The reprint
follows:
nMBROMANIE
Do not be alarmed , reader, at the high-sounding word we have chosen

as a heading to this article; for in these days when a common conjurer must
call himself a "prestidigator," and a traveling circus must denominate itself a
"hippotheatron" in order to att ract attention, certainly the writer of an article
on the rage for postage stamp collecting will be pardoned for using the French
term, and calling it timbromanie. Comparatively few persons in this country,
probably even those engaged in this enticing pursuit, are aware to what an ex
tent the mania for the acquisition of postage stamps is carried on abroad, especi
ally in England and on the continent; and in the hope of enlightening these, as
well as presenting a few facts that may be interesting to the general reader,
we produce this article.

As literary representatives of stamp collecting, there have already appeared
in Europe, twenty-three different publications, as follows : of descriptive cata
logues of stamps, seven have been published in England, three in France, one
in Belgium, and one in Holl and. Of stamp albums and other kindred works,
three in England, two in France, and one in Belgium, Of stamp magazines,
three in England, one in Belgium, and one in Saxony. Of the catalogues and
albums there is hardly one which has not reached a second or third edition; and
the catalogues of Mount Brown, the first published and now acknowledged as
"the standard," have even reached a fifth. Of the periodicals, the Stamp Collec
tors Magaz ine, commenced in February, 1863, published at Bath by Stafford,
Smith & Smith (who, by the way, are the largest stamp dealers in the world,
and style themselves "Foreign Stamp Sellers to H.R.H. the Prince of Orange")
is the oldest and most important. Le Timbre Poste of Brussels, and Magazin fur
Briefmarken-Sammler of Leipzig, are of interest only to continental collectors.

From the fact alone of so many publications of this character having made
their appearance, and from the support they have received, may be derived
some idea of the extent and prevalence of timbromanie in Europe. The number
of different stamps in existence at present is some 2500; ranging in value from
the common ones at a penny each, to the rare specimen lately advertised for
sale in the London Times for the sum of twenty guineas. When it is borne in
mind that twenty En~lish guineas amount to considerably more than two hun
dre d dollars of our 'greenba cks," this last item may perhaps be appreciated .
Collections are often advert ised and sold at prices varying from £5 to £150,
according to the number and condition of the stamps. Says the editor of the
Magazine: "Should such an Utopian consummation as a complete collection of
postage stamps be ever attained, it would be cheap at two hundred guineas."

The maxim that wherever there is a demand there will be a supply, is
~erified in the case of stamp collecting. Stamps that before the mania commenced
It was almost impossible to obtain are now to be had almost for the asking.
134 The Chronicle / Augu st 1974 / Vol. 26, No.3



WORK !!

W'HILATELY

A VALUABLE
(HE iMERICAN ~OURNAL OF

IS A 16 PAGE MAGAZINE
}lEVOTED EXCLUSIVF.LY TO THE ]NTERESTS OF pTA.MP j:OLLECTORS,

ILLUSTRATED with an average ofEIGHT ENGRA
VINGS every Month, each printed in the correct

color of the Stamp it represents.
And ill acknowledged b)" ~1l to be the .m?st beautiful :\fnga7.inc ';\'cr pr inted in Europe or

Amcnca. See opimons of the Press concermng it.

".,

A SCARCE UN CANCElLED STAMP IS GIVEN AWAY WITH EVERY
NUMBER EP.CH MONTH.

ItJs published on the 20th of every month, at $1.00 per Year
in advance. Single G opies, 10 cents.

Bead, and lldnJ; orer the folloJPi1/f1 qucslions:-
Do you know the Nationality of every Stamp? The .'.1.merican Journal of Pltilatel!J

aivea a Table, with which the youngest collector can find out to which country a stamp
lielongs in a few minutes.

Do you know that there are many stamps that you can (,ll8ily get that are worth $'2.00
or fa.OO each? By reading The .'.1.merican Journal of Pltilatelg. you will learn the value
of every stamp. :

Do you want to buy Stamps nt the very Lowest Prices? Dealers ulways advertise their
ltamps at their lowest prices in The American Journul of Pltilately. Stamps thnt are
marked at B.j cents the Bet, in .'the different' price Iists, are advertised in the Journal at
~ cents the Bet,

Do yon wish to get a Sample of all the New Stamps as they come out? By subscribing
The .American Journal of PMlatelg. you have a different one glven you Ewery month.
Do yon want to know Uenuine from Counterfeit,Stump", and everything connected with

Stamp Collecting! If SO. subscribe at once to The ~--lmerl~allJournat oj' Phi/aId,)',
you will get full description of Counterfeits, and the Editor will give )·ou any informatiou
you desire concerning Postage Stamps.

Do YQU wish to be a Dealer? If so, read The ,;{merlcan Journal oj Plll/atel}'
and learn how dealers do business.--_...---

PUBLISHED BY

J. W. S{10r;;tllf ~ CO.,
84 LIBERTY STREET,

N· Y. CITY

Advertisement for e stemp meg..lne (c. 1870), complete with giv_weys end color printing.

In fact, there is hardly a stamp in use at the present time in any part of the
globe, that cannot be easily procured from the large dealers at a slight advance
from its face value. The rare stamps are only those of old issues , "essays" and
"proofs," whose value is proportionate to their rarity or good condition. For
these, enormous prices are frequently paid. At the beginning of the mania, any
stamps were eagerly sought, though having been used. But at present the "im
maculates," or those which have never been cancelled, are chiefly desired. As
an illustration of how great a business the traffic in stamps has become, we may
mention the fact of our having counted in a recent issue of the Stamp Magazine
the advertisements of no less than one hundred and thirty different firms and
individuals having stamps for sale ; most of thes e being in England. Also the
The Chronicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26. No. 3 135



CATALOGUE
Of' e ver-y Stamp IFsued.

The prices annexed are those at which the stamps con 1,(, bought of

J. W. SCOTT & CO.,

34 Liberty Street,

NEW YORKf

1
1
1
1
2
t
t

1•t
5

10

UNITED STATES.
18t5. OJllcial Local Slamp,.

:"cw. ~.cd·
.5 cents, Xew York. HeRd Black. GO
! 5 .. SI. Louis, arms, black

!to II II II II

!20 . '
! 5 .. Providence, name black
!to II II II II

~5 .. Braltlcboro' Inltlale bu1l'

1fl.17 . U. S. Po/lt OJIIM.
• j cents, Frnnklln, hrown. ...... 25 Ii

·10 .. \\'a.hlngton. black.. .. . I 00 sa
1851. Head In Oval.

1 cent, Frnnklln, blue.. .... ... • 2
3 cents, washtngton, red . ..... . a 2

. 5 .. J eft'"reon . brown .... .. 10 II
10 .. \\'aohlnglon. J:l'cen. ... 8 II

0lt .. hlack.... 10 II
·2t .. lilac.... . 15 10
.30 .. Franklin . orange ... . :. 25 15
.00 II Waeblugton, blue \.... . 75

1861. CameN stamp«:
I cent, Franklin. blne onplnk.. ..
1:: lIor~.cmnD, block.. . •. ••• 2 ft,
1 red .
1" Engle, blue ~ 10 10

1861. U.S. and value In corners,

1 cent, Franklin. blue . .... ..... 2 1
.:(' Wnshington, red .. 3 1
~ .. J el!'o·roon. brown 6 2
10 .. Wa >hlnglon, :rrcen 12 2
12 .. hlaek 15 2
2t .. lilac.. • .. 30 ..
30 Frnnklln. oran!:e .. .... .. 35 ..
90 \\'a.hln~lon. hlue .. .. .. tl III 20

2 H\I ~l. Jacksou , black •• • . 3 1
15 I~OO. Lincoln. bluck . , . . 18 2
• Th ere arc three vnrlctlce or each of Ihe

SI. Louie stamp••

1 cent, hoft' •
2 cents, hrown...... •• a
3 .. blne........ .. .......... f,
6 .. blue·.. .. ...... ... .. .... . 8

10 .. yellow.. .. .. ..... ...... • 12

:: :: t:~~~:n ·~~d·bi~;;:. : ::::: : ~~
' 2' .. ,::rcen and pnrple.... .... 30
' 30 .. hlue anrl carm ine....... . S6
, 90 .. black and c. rmlne.... .. 1 00

1 .. lRiO. Frnnkllu, hlue... .. •
2 .. Jack.on. "rown... . 8
3 .. \\'a.hlnglon, green ..
6 Lincoln, rlod.. .. ... 8

10 .. J effer.on. light b'n 12
12 Cluy, dark purple .. 15
15 ,. II \Vch etcr, orange.. ; 18
2t Scott. purple .. .... 30
30 .. Hamilton. hluck ... 36
90 .. Perry, carmine.. .. . 100

XOTB.-Th. extra price chnraed for current
"tamps nrc our couunisslon fur buying and
forwardiDg same,

.lI'e"'lpape,. Stamp,.
rirvlarge "amp, "tad qf-

5 cents , Wa.hlng-Ion . blue . ... . 10
10 .. Fmuklin , /(rcen . •. •• •• ~

25 .. Lincoln, red...... . .. .. 50

The entire United States (except stamped envelopes) in an early catalogue. Note thet no distinction wa. m.de
between imperforate and perforate .tamps of the 1851-61 issue.

advertisements themselves of the large dealers; such as "10,000 foreign stamps
wanted, lowest price per thousand to be forwarded to- ;" "250,000 forei gn stamps
for sale ," etc. Thus it would seem th at-as certain learned and illustrious
English journals choose to call it-"the weakest and most puerile of manias," in
creases and flourishes , in Europe at least, to a remarkable degree.

In our own country the mania prevails to a considerable extent, though by
no means as much as in Europe. Two stamp catalogues only have as yet made
their appearance; that of Kline issued early in 1863, and that of Sever & Francis
issued a few months later. The Kline catalogue has , how ever, reached a record
edition. Against both of these it is affirmed, we fear with too much reason,
that they are unacknowled ged transcripts of the original English catalogues. A
postage stamp album has also been published by the Appletons. An attempt
was mad e at the beginning of the present year to establish a monthly stamp
136 The Chronicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26. No.3



magazine at New York, bu t was reli nquished from want of support. The num
ber of stamp dealers is as yet quite small, probably not numbering more than
twenty at the most, situa ted in New York, Boston, Phil adelphia, Montreal and
Halifax. These generally import their stamps from the large English dealers,
and reta il them to private collectors . Vie may here remark th at as a na tu ral
consequence, stamps sell for higher prices here than abroad.

Thus even in America, where stamp collecting is yet in its infancy, it has
already attained some recogni tion, obtained some followers, and attracted some
notice and attention. Of its opponents, and of the argume nts that are shown
in its favor, we have nothing to say. It may be a "weak and puerile mania," and
again it may not . Everyone to his own opinion . Be the fact as it may , this
article is produced in the simple hope of its being interesting to all who have
any interes t in stamp collecting; bo th to the dignified opposer of timbromanie,
who, perchance, may sneer in derision as he reads of any one's appropriating
twenty guineas for a single postage stamp, and to the infatuated follower of
the alluring pursuit, who, doubtless, may envy in secre t the possessor of so
rare a specimen.

PUBISIIED DY .

JfI VI fI B[j~T~ ~ co, U
.:lindfor Sale 7Y7tolesate and :Retail, at :JI.. L iberty Street,

Or c:an be otitained oC all respectable Booksellers in the Unitt:d States and Canada, and
Stamp Dealers throughout the world .

PCOTT'S jr.MERICAN rOSTAGE fTAMP jtLB UM,

POPULARLY JQ;OW~ AS T HE

AD:i!OA~l LAXz!,l Jlll1,'6
Thill magnificent Album III now ready , and is lmmcasurably superi or to lUly album ever

beCore attempted.
It has apeclally designed spaces Cor every pos tage stamp eve r issued, of the same size as

the atamps, wi th a Cull description of each stamp in the place made to receive it. It is
brought up to th e present time, havln g spaces for the new Issu es oC Ser via, the United
States, &c., and Cor the s ta m ps of Ang ola, So uth Afr ican Republic, Antioq uia, &c., &e.

Ample space has been left for new iss ues, and blun k pages dlstrlhuted through the book ,
U is bound in the strongo st manner, by the most skilful work me n, with the best materials,

Printed on both sides, very heavy paper, cloth. gilt lettering- $2 50
Cloth, ~ilt, name on back and sides. CIIl~P, etc. , 5 00'
Half Morocco, gl l t , name on back and sides, gilt clasp, 6 00
Full Morocco , gilt edg-es, le tt er ing an d clasp , 8 00
HalC Morocco, marbled edg es , ex tr a strong clas p, every ot her

page blank, making it "perfectly permanent." 'Vnrranted
10 years. Price, only . . . . . . . . 10 00

*.e Post Free, 23c, each extra, tile ba lance or the postage being d crrnyed hy J . W . Scon " Co•
••• All except the fi~t, are printed on on e side of the paper only.

THE PHILATELIST'S A L B U M
FOR

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN POSTAGE AND RVEN UE STAMPS.
The publishers wish to call ; a rt icu lar nttentio n to th is work . It is si x times the size

gives te n tim es the lnformatlou, and 13 g ot up in bet ter style than au y album tha t has eve r
been published under $2 50.

It contains a complete enumeration of 0.11 the posta ire sta mp s with da tes of iss ue, &c., &c.,
also, gives a correct list of 0.11 Uu lte I States a nd Ca uadlan Reven ue Stamp s. It is th e only
album Cor Reven ue S tum ps t hat has eve r been pu bllshed . I t is prin ted on good paper, and
ruled to fit the stam ps con tainhur spnc« for nenrly 6.000.

Ilhistrated boards, $1 00. Cloth, gilt letter ing . &c., $1 50. P ost free 10 cent s each extr a.

Price lillo' Ilbumi publilhed by J . W. Scott Co . I bo ul 1870. Th..e illullr. t1onl have bien liken from " The
Philile lill', Album" lilled II t hl bo ttom. The term " philat ely" w.. fin' p rop osed Nov . 16, 1864, by M. Harpin.
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THE 1847·51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
THE HURLBUT DISCOVERY
J . WESLEY JOSLYN

Editor's Note: This is the first article by a non-c ollector to appear , yet his enthusi
asm for a philatelic find shines as brightly as if one of us had made the discovery.
·My following article "T he Wheeling Grid Covers" has additional information.

In 1930 the late Frank A. Juckett, 1. Walter Juckett, and the present writer,
J. Wesley Joslyn, took over the rebuilding of a paper mill in South Lee, Mas
sachusetts, which had been out of operation for some years. Besides the mill,
the property included several houses and a brick building which had been
the general store and post office of South Lee, as well as the office of Owens
& Hurlbut, the owners of the paper mill dating from the year 1805.

This building had not been used for some years except as a playhouse for
the village children, so it was very exciting to discover four large cases of early
correspondence in the attic.

At this point, I might add that the many philatelists in Lee , Lenox, Stock
bridge, -and Great Barrington were greatly dismayed to think of these cases
lying there for years wide open like the book-"Acres of Diamonds."

I was given the job of examining and deciding what was to be done with
these buildings. When I looked over the old brick store , with the doors and
windows off, debris and mess covering the floors, it seemed like an impossible
task. I noticed a trap door at the top of the second floor stairway leading to
the attic and on the spur of the moment sent a young assistant, Harold Bates ,
to the paper mill for a ladder.

Pushing up the trap door disclosed some jars and bottles, plus other antique
items, and then four wooden cases. These were well packed and the covers
tightly nailed. Once again Bates was dispatched to the mill for hammer and
nail puller. When Bates returned this time, he was accompanied by Frank A.
Juckett, President of the new company, Mrs. Juckett and my wife.

With a cover off, an unusual sight appeared-small bundles about ~ x 7 x 6
inches thick of correspondence were packed with thin l cedar boards top and
bottom, tied by a ribbon.

When a couple of these bundles were taken back to the office, they became
very interesting to Frank Juckett as some of the letters were written by fathers
or grandfathers of men Juckett knew well. This prompted Mr. Juckett to send
Bates over to the cases to read more letters that might be of interest after so
many years.

At this point, no thought of old stamps had occurred.
But!! The explosion soon carnell
Bates came dashing back to the office shouting: "Can I keep what I find?"
"What did you find?" .
"Stamps , old stampslll"
Examining a few stamps caused the cases to be put under lock and key at

the main paper mill office.
At this point it should be brought out that this correspondence was put

through the mail without envelopes, carefully folded, sealed with sealing wax,
addressed, stamped or marked free or paid. Cancellation was usually done by
a burnt cork having had bars cut in its surface. Many special cancellations
were used such as pony express, ox cart, steamboat, etc.

Not all letters bore stamps, which made it more exciting.
Letters were examined for interesting items such as: one sent from Mas

sachusetts stating that more rags for papermaking would arrive on the next
trlp by ox cart; an exciting letter from Jenny Lind, the Swedish nightingale,
§syfng that the Hurlbut writing paper was the best she had ever used and
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wished anoth er shipme nt. Man y other lett ers of interest to the paper trade ere
found.

Every once in a while a stampe d letter was fou nd and collect ed ill a shoe
box. At th is tim e I would point out that due to the met hod of wrapping and
packing, these letters were clean, not faded, and the stamps were clear and
bright.

A stamp cat alog was purchased an d a brief study made, ind icating that
a followup should take pl ace.

Five stamps were taken to a dealer who showed interest in th em, especially
a lOc Washington, not perforated but pre-ca ncelled Wh eeling, Virgin ia. He of
fered the magnificent amount of $25.00 for thi s one (Illustra tion 1). T he cata
log showed it should be worth more. There was no sale.

'f' ~0if

r?~D

ILLUSTIAnON 1
In Ihe upper left corner i. I fourth of Ihe 7 blr enclosed circullr grid Ihel wa••Iru ck in red el • <onl,ol
mark al Ihe Wheeling po.1 office. Allo a grid clncellelion in blue Ii.. this " amp 10 Ih e CO "8r.

A second deal er became very enthuse d over the same five stamps an d
offered $100.00 for two of the 1851 one cen t stamps, then when he saw the
W heeling cover with th e precance lled 10c stamp, he whistled and said ; "For
this , I will pay $100.00." (Once again the answe r was no.)

Finally, on th e recommendation of friend ly collec tor s, these same five
stamps were shown to a dealer in New York City, who proved to be the one
who establis hed confidence an d exp lained that these were fin e stamps and
made offers of cash , or to publish th em in his yea rly stamp cata log which bad
a wide cir culation. T he highest b idder , in person or b y mail, to win. T his sal«
would be on a ten percent commission. He offered to buy outright the Wash
ing ton 10c W heeling stamp for $1,000.00.

These stamps being th e property of the Hurlbut Paper Company, th e at
fers were taken back to the mill for a decision . The answer wa s to allow fifteen
covers with stamps to be sold at auct ion. The final prices obtained ran ged
from $100.00 to about $2,500.00 for the lOc Washing ton, W heeling, Virg inia
letter.

At th is tim e we realized tha t these lett ers dating from 1805 told a clear
story of America from an early dat e. Mr. Hurlbut was postmaster and used to
frank his mail (or it seemed so); he was pr esident and man ager of the Hurlb ut
Pap er Company an d the store owner. Almost all of the people in South I ce
worked in the pap er mil l. Records showed that the employees were paid
mostly in food, dr ink and merchandise.

With all this information, it seemed importan t to keep the whole collectron
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together. After an inspection by a representative of Harvard University, it was
decided to present the collection to Harvard University for future study in the
development of America.

In closing I would like to report that the hunt for "outstanding correspon
dence and finding of antique stamps" gave the searchers many hours of pleasure
on Saturdays, Sundays and evenings.

The hunters wer e the late Frank A. Juckett (president), Mrs. Laura F.
Juckett (his wife) , the present author (J. Wesley Joslyn) and Mrs. Natalie F. Joslyn
(my wife), who helped with this article. _

A person without a hobby or a burning desire to find or do some one
thing, is a person missing the exciting part of life. The group known as
philatelists is one of the most eager groups, especially if a new find of antique
stamps surfaces.

It is not known who found any individual stamp as in the early hunt no
one knew just how important this find would be to the stamp world.

I have tried to give you a brief story of this exciting find w hich happened
44 years ago.
WHEELING GRID COVERS
CREIGHTON C. HART

For the past ten years or so I've sent a philatelic Christmas card to col
lectors and other friends. These cards usually illustrate an important 1847
cover. Last year my foldover card showed the lOc Wheeling grid cover (Illustra
tion 1) and also an explanation of why and how it was struck (Illustration 2).

After Dave Menard, a fellow Classics member and college classmate, had
received my card, he thoughtfully made a note on his Christmas card to me.
Dave wrote that a high school friend, Walter Juckett, was one of the finders
of the Wheeling cover that had been illustrated. Upon receipt of my letter
inquiring about the find, Juckett wrote Wesley Joslyn who was also one of
the finders and whose article so vividly recalls the exciting discovery. This
story behind the Hurlbut covers gives added interest to them as postal history
items.

Wheeling was in Virginia at this time, as West Virginia did not exist until
the western portion of Virginia seceded in 1863 during the Civil War. The
Wheeling post office received its first supply of stamps August 8, 1847, con
sisting of 1,200 fives and 400 tens. The postmaster apparently used the control
grid on only the first shipment of stamps-or perhaps on only part of it. The
earliest known use of the grid on cover is September 1, 1847 and the latest
known use I list is March 2, 1848.

It is unexpected to find that there are more Wheeling grid 10c covers
than there are of the 5c. However, when we remember that the 5c rate was for
distances less than 300 miles, we have a hint why only one 5c cover is known.
Most of the 5c covers with the Wheeling grid probably went to nearby towns
mostly in Virginia. The battles of the Civil War were fought back and forth
across Virginia for four years and many homes and business buildings were de
stroyed including their contents. Whatever 5c grid covers that once existed
were probably casualties of what some Southerners refer to as "that recent un
pleasantness." On my list are four lOc covers with the control grid, one pen
cancelled, one with vertical crease through the stamp and two cancelled with
blue handstamps. All four surviving 10c covers are addressed to states in the
Union North.

The only 5c Wheeling grid cover I list (among about 7,000 five cent covers
so far noted) is one addressed to Hagerstown, Maryland (Illustration 3). This
is a cover from the famous Hagerstown bank find . The lone 5c cover was part
of the Hagerstown find when some of the old records of a defunct bank were
sold to Walter S. Fish el. This cover was sold by Robert A. Siegel. at his auction
on January 12, 1971. In that sale it brought $1,150, a bargain when one realizes
it is the only 5c cover known of this popular and unusual usage.

Besides the Wheeling covers with the control grid, there are five without
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the control marking. Three of the five covers have 5c stamps and two 10c.
Three are addressed to cities in the Union North, one is to an unknown destina
tion and only -one is addressed to a Confederate state, to Charlottesville, Vir
ginia.

The earliest date recorded for a cover without the control grid is September
18, 1850. This mea ns that there is an eighteen months' gap between the latest
known grid and th e earliest known non-grid cover. Establishment of the date
use of the grid stopped would be inte resting postal history information, The
second supply of stamps was received by the Wheeling Post Office November
28, 1849. Prob ably none of this second shipment were precancelled or, as we
now refer to it, control marked. Does any one have a Wheeling '47 cover
used between March 2, 1848, and September 18, 1850? If so, please write the
section editor.

.-;1. ~

~ '~ "
~

ILLUmATION 2
Th. grid struck In tho cont.. of tho four stompi w.. probably Intonded .. 0 control mork by tho Wh..llng
post oHico. Howover, tho grid did cancol tho Itamp. and may have cr.atod tho flrlt procanconod Itompl.
Tho contro l gr id wa. Itruck 10 di.tinctly and prociloly, c.ntored oxactly on a block of four .tampl/ ono fourth
o~ ••ach Ita m!>,. that it II poilibio to idontify tho.o two off covor coplol .. or igin ating at tho Wnoollng, VI..
gln.l, POlt oHlce.

Off cover copies (Illustration 2) are easily identified and there are a few
more of these than there are covers. I do not .keep a record of off cover '47
stamps but I know of 7 off cover copies, 5 fives and 2 tens.

Wesler, Joslyn remembers that a New York City dealer "who established
confidence ' sold fifteen Hurlbut covers at auction shortly afte r they were
found in 1930. I don't have catalogs of this early period and will have to rely
on others as to just when and what dealer auctioned them. Th e definition of a
New York dealer "who established confidence" certainly points to Percy Doane
whose honesty is so well remembered even to this day.

Although I don't yet know who auctioned the Hurlbut cover the first time,
the successful bidder was undoubtedly Karl Burroughs of Wa ter town, Mas
sachusetts. Thirty years ago, February 26, 1944, Daniel Kelleher sold the
Burroughs collection which included other philatelic masterpieces besides this
one. In that auction Kelleher described it as "the finest known example of this
varie ty on cover. A beautiful piece of great rarity."

My reference to philatelic masterpieces reminds me tha t there are phila
telic masterpieces of the classic period just as there are masterp ieces of painting
and sculpture. These masterpieces of postal history, like other masterpieces,
come on the market only once in a lifetime and sometimes it seems not that
often.

This cover has not been reoffered in thirty years and I can think of other
classic masterpieces in the Dale, Newbu ry, Knapp, Caspary and other name
collect ions that collectors living now may never have a chance to own. I re
member a Pony Express cover addressed to Abraham Lincoln in the Knapp
collection . Not only is it historically important but it has a blu e run ning pony
on the front and a red running pony han dstamp on the back. In the Caspary
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collection there was a pair of beautiful '47 covers from Canada with the U. S.
stumps being recognized to pay Canadian postage. These covers and similar
n are the real masterpieces of the classic period

"
/ '

ILLUmATION 1I
A fourth of Ih. Wh••llng control grid I. In Ih. upp.r left com.r of Ih. 5c stlmp. A blu. PAID until!....
II•• Ihi••llmp I Ih. coy.r.

This Hurlbut find also reminds us that there are still important philatelic
finds to be made. Besides this small Hurlbut discovery in 1930 there was at about
the same time the great Hagerstown bank find , then much later the Western
Reserve find of unusually large mint multiples of the 5c and 10c 1847, and in
1971 the earlies t 1847 cover known was found in an old law book in Ind
ianapolis. How many more treasures are in attic boxes or books waiting to be
discovered? It's to be hoped we have not seen the last one.
DISCREPANCIES IN CROSS BORDER RATES
CREIGHTON C. HART

'The February Chronicle lists eleven covers from the United States to Canada
with the U. S. postage to the border apparently double rate but the Canada
postage from the border rated only singly. Six of them are from Troy addressed
to David Torrance at Montreal. Two of the six have the blue Troy and New York
Steamboat marking showing they were carried to the Troy post office by a
non-contract steamboat. Susan McDonald believes even those covers without
the Troy and New York Steamboat marking had originated away from Troy
and required the lOcpostage rather than only 5c if their origin had been Troy.

George Wadleigh has sent a Xerox copy of an additional cover with the
letter porti on still attached to the address leaf. This letter has a New York City
dateline, is from Daniel Torrance and is addressed to David Torrance at
Montreal. The Wadleigh cover has only the Troy townmark but undoubtedly
originated at New York City. It is apparently true, as McDonald concluded,
that all the covers listed 'from Troy to Canada with 10c postage originated
more than 300 miles from the border and no discrepancies actually exist in
the U. S.-Canada ratings.

Such a solution isn't likely for the discrepancies in rates for the three
Boston to Canada covers or those from Canada to the U. S. At present there
is no better explanation for those than the theory advanced in the February
Chronicle.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
• In brief: this issue features diversity, the most curious item being the
reprint of an llO-year-old article on stamp collecting. By an odd chance, free
franking-seldom noted in these pages-is discussed in the 1861-69 section and
the Cover Comer. The more customary material in the other sections provides
valuable information.

• The Compex Directory for 1974, honoring U. P. U., contains several
articles of interest-detailed comments in next issue. Available @ $1.25 post
paid from Compex 1974,216 La Salle Hotel, Chicago, Ill. 60602.

Review: The Encylopaedia of Britilh Empire POltage Stampl 1639-1952, Volume V: The
Empire in North America. Robson lowe ltd., London, 1973. xvi + 760 pages. $40; de luxe
2 volume edition $50.

This dense volume, which will probably be nicknamed the BNA Book,
must surely exceed the expectations of nearly all who have been long anticipat
ing its appearance. The main subjects are , of course" the stamps and postal
history of the various political divisions, past and present, of the British Empire
in North America, Central America, and the Atlantic (Bermuda).

Nevertheless, no excuse is necessary for reviewing this volume in a journal
of classic U. S., since it contains much material of interest to our members. A
64 page section at the beginning deals with the colonial posts in North America.
The postal system in pre-revolutionary North America is discussed generally
and the colonies are individually treated, with extensive illustration of hand
stamps, covers, and contemporary maps. This part is revised and expanded
from a booklet published in 1967.

The sections on Canada and the rest of British North America hold con
siderable information on various aspects of U. S. postal history as it impinges
on that of B. N. A. Mails between the United States and Canada are treated
at several places in the Canadian section and the use of 1847 stamps from
Canada is discussed and illustrated on pp. 148-50. Brief references to U. S.
stamps and postal history occur throughout the chapter on Canada-not all are
indexed-and you may find the rest for yourself.

Mails between New Brunswick and the United States are detailed on ,Pp.
329-30 and between Nova Scotia and the United States on pp. 361 and 368 (ex
press mails). U. S. stamps used from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia are men
tioned on pp. 326 and 388 respectively. The Nova Scotia section also reproduces
an interesting and valuable report of Hugh Finlay on his survey of the post route
from Quebec to Halifax, dated August 30, 1787.

The portion on British Columbia and Vancouver Island should be of par
ticular interest to U. S. classics collectors, since almost the only access to the
outside world was via the U. S. mails. Many unusual combination covers with
U. S. and V. I. stamps-some also on express company envelopes or with express
markings-are .illustrated, some in color.

Even the section on British Honduras refers to the use of U. S. stamps there.
The chapters on British Postal Agencies-especially Panama-and British Packet
Agencies in North America furnish much worthwhile information.

As is perhaps inevitable in a work of this nature, some errors appear. State
ments on p. 107 and p. 125 on U. S.-Canada mails from May 15, 1849 to June 30,
1851 are inaccurate. They were apparently taken from Boggs, who misinterpreted
a section of the 1848 Postal Convention. I'll discuss these questions in detail in
a future issue. The corrected information is presented on pp. 148-50, but un
fortunately has not been incorporated in the earlier references.

Much of the information in this book has been derived from other more
specialized sources. Many of these works are either . not readily accessible or

(Continued on page 173)
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, AlSoc. Editor
THREE CENT 1857 PERFORATED STAMPS (54) FROM PLATE 10
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER

(Continued from Chronicle 81:23)
The narrative listing of characteristics of the various states of Plate 10 was

interrupted by the last installment to illustrate the recut inner lines found on
these plates, and to describe and illustrate some of the ways by which they may
be distinguished . As stated there, the only diffe rences between the Early, Inter
mediate and Late states of this plate are caused by the re-entry of the transfer
roll. No additional recutting was performed on the plate to create its later states.

PI.te 10 Intermediate
Plate 10 Early began to produce noticeably worn impressions as early as

December 1857. In the spring of 1858 it was taken out of production and re
entered with the trans fer roll in an attempt to deepen the impressions, thus
creating Plate 10 Intermediate. The earliest recorded date of use of a stamp
from this .state of the plate is May 17, 1858. It remained in use for less than
a year because it again had become badly worn and was taken out of produc
tion for a second time. It is believed that the cause of this rapid wear was an
insufficient hardening-of the plate after its re-entry.

Approximately 7,310,000 stamps were produced by Plate 10 Intermediate,
the same number as estimated by Dr. Chase for Plates 10 Early and Late.

FllIu,. 1-61R10(i) Fill". 2-9IR10(1)

As is the case of the early state, each stamp is Type IIa with discontinuous
vertical frame lines. Likewise, the spacing and alignment, the imprints and
plate numbers are exactly the same as in Plate 10 Early, as is the center line.
However, the center line as it exists on this plate is somewhat more faint than
on Plate 10 Early.

Since the re-entry of the transfer roll over the prior design was not exact,
there are a few more double transfers on this plate than existed on the early
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state: 1, 5, 51, 61, 81, 91L; 61, 68, 98R. Two of these, 61R and 98R, are the
famous "Phantom E" transfers, which were described in detail in an article by
Dr. Clarence E. Taft at Chronicle 65:16. These are illustrated as Figures 1 and 2.
In each case the doubling begins on a horizontal line that extends through the
center of both lower rosettes. It is most prominent in the lower right rosette,
where the outline of the top of an "E" may clearly be seen. Dr. Chase believed
that this was the "E" of "POSTAGE" and that the entire double transfer repre
sented a misplaced top label from a different relief. This explanation raises a
number of questions. Why ar e two more or less -identical double transfers found
on widely separated spots on the plate? Since a six relief transfer roll was being
used, why aren't traces of this wide displacement found in the stamps abo ve, and,
in the case of 61R, below each of these positions?

All of the recut lines found on Plate 10 Early also exist on Plate 10 Inter
mediate, although they are somewhat fainter here than on the early state and are
also somewhat "fuzzy." These include the vertical frame lines and the following
recut inner lines :

Right inner line recut: 5, 10, 18, 19,24.28,44,56, 67L; 17,22, 60R.
Left inner line recut: 79L.
Each top row stamp with a damaged "A" relief also preserved its appear

ance as found in the early state, none of the stamps in the left pane being re
paired, while all of those in the right pane are repaired.

85R has a dot of color above and almost touching the top label, even with
the right edge of the "E" of "POSTAGE".

27R has a dot in the "T" of "THREE".
84R has a tiny diagonal line above the upper left diamond block touching

the upper left corner of the top label. This shows only on clearly printed copies.

Plate 10 Late
Trouble in the form of excessive wear continued with Plate 10 in its

Intermediatestate, and so once again it was removed from production (prob
ably in December, 1858), and re-entered with the transfer roll in a further at
tempt to deepen the impressions. The earliest known date of use of a stamp
from this final state of the plate is January 3, 1859. The plate was at last
sufficiently hardened for use, and showed no further signs of wear.

Figure 3-61Rl0(1) Flgur. 4-98R10(1)

Dr. Chase estimated that approximately 7,310,000 stamps were produced
from Plate 10 Late, the sam e number as had been produced by the Early and
Intermediate states.
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As was the case with Plate 10 Intermediate, there was no additional re
cutting when this state of the plate was made. The only differences between
stamps . from this plate and those of the Early and Intermediate states were
caused by the re-entry of every position by the transfer roll. These differences
were generally described under the heading "Distinguishing the Plates."

Each stamp is Type IIa with discontinuous frame lines. The details con
cerning the imprints, plate numbers and center line, as well as 'spacing and align
ment, are the saine as those reported for Plate 10 Early. One possible exception is
the center line. This appears to have been recut much more lightly than the
vertical frame lines 'on Plate 10 Early. Because none of these lines were recut
on either of the subsequent states of the plate, by the time of the appearance of
Plate 10 Late they all showed the accumulated wear from July, 1857. However,
the center line has become very faint in comparison with the adjacent frame
lines.

The re-entry creating this state of the plate was even more inexact than
was the first re-entry, giving us -a large number of double transfers : 1, 2, 10,
11, 12, 21, 22, 32, 42, 51, 52, 61, 66, 76,78,81,86, 91L; 9, 10,20,30,40,55,58,
60, 61, 65, 68, 70, 75, 78, 85, 88, 91, 98R. The "Phantom E" double transfers (61R
and 98R) have persisted from Plate 10 Intermediate, although they have grown
more faint on this plate. (See Figures 3 and 4. )

The same recutting found on Plates 10 Early and Intermediate is found on
Plate 10 Late, including these inner lines:

Inner line at right: 5, 10, 18, 19, 24, 28, 44, 56, 67L; 17, 22, 60R.
Inner line at left: 79L.
The damaged "A" reliefs are the same as on the first two states of the plate;

the left pane top row copies are not repaired, while those on the right pane are
repaired.

The dot of color on 85R (above and almost touching the top label and
even with the right edge of the "E" of "POSTAGE") has become so faint
as to barely show on some clearly printed copies , but not at all on others.

There is a plate flaw under the "E" of "CENTS" on. 99R. This consists of
a dot just below the lower label under the right edge of the "E" of "CENTS:'
WHAT IS THE EARLIEST S5 DATE?
Mr. Ezra Cole has raised a question as to the earliest known date of

the 3c Type II (Scott No. 26). Ye Ed believes that Scott's Catalogue is in ob
vious error in reporting this date as July 13, 1857.

In discussing the creation of the first plates that resulted in Type II and
Type IIa stamps, Dr. Carroll Chase quotes an 1863 letter from S. H. Carpenter
(The Sc Stamp of the United States 1851-1857 Issue, p. 18) which states that
six new plates of the 3c stamp were manufactured in 1857 for use with the new
perforating machine. These would have been Plates 9 Early, 10 Early, 11 Early,
12, 13, and 14. Of these, Plates 10 Early and 11 Early produced only Type IIa
stamps, and so only Plates 9 Early, 12, 13 and 14 are candidates for the earliest
known use of a Type II stamp. The present earliest recorded dates of these
plates are:

Plate 9 Early - September 15, 1857.
Plate 12 - February 18, 1858.
Plate 13 - Unknown.
Plate 14 - March 20, 1858.

The earliest date for a Type IIa stamp is July 11, 1857 (from Plate 10 Early).
Students of this issue have always recognized that the plate numbers were as
signed to this group of plates in a random manner, and that Plates 10 Early and
11 Early were manufactured before 9 Early. However, if they were all laid
down at approximately the same time, why is there a two month gap between
the earliest use of Plate 10 Early and Plate 9 Early? It does not seem probable
that 9 Early was actually manufactured two months after 10 Early and 11 Early,
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since plate numbers had been rocked in to the plat es prior to the time stamps
were printed from Plate 10 Early ( in July). It is assumed that the contractor did
not forget Plate 9 in the sequence and had to give that number to a later pla te
to preserve th e integrity of the numbering system.

It is more probable that the date in the cata logue has discouraged collec
tors from reporting dates after July 13, 1857, for Type II stamps. In order to
clarify this problem, Ye Ed would be grateful for repo rts of Type II 3c stamps
dated from July to September, 1857, whether or not the stamps are plateable.
COMPLETE PANES AND RECONSTRUCTIONS
The Siegel Rarity Sale, referred to elsewhere in this issue, included a com

plete left pane of the Ic stamp (Type V) from Plate 10. Mr. Mortimer L. Nein
ken estimates that there are ahout 20 full panes from this plate in various col
lections. On the other hand, he reports but one complete pane (both left and
right) from Plates 8 and 9, while none are known from Plates 5 and 7.

As far as Ye Ed knows, no attempt has ever been made to list the full panes
still in existence of both the Io and 3c denominations. The results of such a
project would be particularly valuable in the case of plates whi ch have not
been .completely reconstructed. If the owners of these pieces will report them
to the section editor, he will publish the census in a forthcoming issue of The
Chronicle. When submitting such information, please state whether the piece is
the right or left pane, and the plate number.

Coincidentally, Dr. Wilbur F. Amonette has written us, suggesting a census
of complete reconstructions of the 3c 1851 plates (Sl and S2). Many students
in the past have reported completion or partial completion of these recon 
structions, but it is believed that more have been broken up and dispersed in
recent years than have be en assembled . We are certain of the existence of but
four complete reconstructions of all 13 plates, although there are surely many
more reconstructions of fewer than all of the plates. Again , let the section editor
know which plates you have which are completely reconstructed, and they
will be included in a subsequent census.

Finally, Dr. Amonette is working on a list of all imperforate 3c 1851 (81
and 82) imprints and plate numbers. Lists of these items should be sent to
him at 200 8th Street , Radford, Virginia 24141. Wh en this tabulation is reason
ably complete, he will report the results in a future article.
CORRECTIONS - NEINKEN ONE CENT BOOK
These diagrams represent new plating drawings of 68R4 and 7L7. The

former is submitted through the courtesy of Jim DeVoss and Jerome "'S. Wagshal.
The illustration in the book may be 28R4. The improved 7L7 drawing here is
from a much earlier printing than the exampl e illustrated in the book.
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1c REPRINT OF 1875
Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken has called our attention to Lot No. 40 of the

Robert A. Siegel Rarities Sale, held on March 27, 1974. The description was
"Io Bright Blue, Reprint (40). Block of Twelve, Well Centered, Wonderfully
Fine & Fresh, sensibly reinforced with few hinge fragments to prevent separa
tion. Very Fine & Handsome, one of the largest if not the largest block
known ... $3,750.00+."

Mr. Neinkeri confirms the auctioneer's estimate of its rarity: "Actually, ,I
never knew that a block of this size existed , and it may be the largest block
known , of this reprint." In a sale characterized by very high realizations, this
seems to have been a bargain to the buyer, bringing $3,500 compared to a
catalogue value of $3,750, priced as three blocks of four.
MORE ON NORTH AMHERST, MASS.
At Chronicle 82:83 we reported on a cover bearing the only known plate

number copy of a Io from the right pane of Plate 5. As an aside, we wondered
about the 4c postage on this cover. Two of our readers, Col. Ted Davis and
Mr. John Pemberton, have submitted explanations, both of which are quite
similar. We quote from Mr. Pemberton's letter: "My guess is that the ink
crossing out the Bridgman name probably matches that crossing out the Wor
cester postmark and cancelling the Io stamp. The lc stamp would be for the
drop letter rate which Mr. Bridgman probably paid. " This conclusion is likely
to be essentially correct, which means that the original addressee, after chang
ing the address, carried the letter to North Amherst , where he deposited it in the
postoffice as a drop letter. Apparently the North Amherst postmaster de
liberately failed to apply his townmark.
PLATING CHARTS FOR S4 AND S5 IMPRINTS
Mr. Robert R. Hegland, author of the article titled "Identifying Imprint

Copies of the 3c 1857Pedorated S4 and S5," reports that he will supply full
sized plating charts to any of our readers that request them. The charts il
lustrated in the article were half size. Mr. Hegland's address is on the masthead
of The Chronicle. A stamped self-addressed No. 10 envelope will be appreciated.

STAMP CODE
The shorthand notations used in this section for the 3c stamp of 1851-57 are employed as

follows, the code symbol to left of th e hyphen and the Scott 's U. S. Specialized Catalogue num
ber to right of the hyphen:

THREE CENTS: SI -IO; S2-11 (including Plat e I Lat e orange brown); S3-25; S4-26A ;
S5-26. Sl, S2 and S3 T ypes are; T ype I-recut vertical inn er lin es at right and left; Type
lA-inner line recut only at left ; T ype IB-inner lin e recut onl y at right; T ype IC-no recut
inner lines.
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
There is a good deal of work progressing just now on different phases of

the printing, production, varieties , and similar aspects of certain of the 1861
stamps. Short articles, such as that of Mr. Roland Rustad, which follows, are
most welcome, particularly when accompanied by artwork which should re
produce satisfactorily in print. In evaluating plate varieties, the findin g of a
confirming copy is really the "proof of the pudding" that a varie ty is constant
and not from an accident of printing.
PLATE VARIETY OF THE TWELVE CENT 1861 STAMP
ROLAND RUSTAD

What apparently is a plate variety of the 12 cent 1861 stamp is shown in
the photographs of two different stamps . The photographs show the upper right
hand side of the stamps, of which one is not grilled, and the other has a 9x13 mm
"F" grill and is on cover.

The most noticeable dis
tinguishing features of this
variety are the lines
through the white border . ,
around the vignette, just ", ' "
below the "A" of POST- 9:;''''~~~'

AGE. There is also a line
through the upper right
hand fart of the "i' and
part 0 the "AU is missing.
The lines through the '
border are slightly differ
ent on the lower photo,
but this is caused by the
cancellation. There are
four different flaces in the
top border 0 the stamp
where dots are noticeable.
These are shown with ar
rows on the top photo.

What at first glance ap
pears to be a double trans
fer looks upon closer in
spection to be a flaw in
the plate position that
could be caused in one of
two different stages in the ' .
stamp production.

One cause could be a
dirty transfer roll. If, for
example, one of the relief
images on the transfer roll contained some steel filings or other foreign matter,
this material would leave an impression. on the printing plate if it was hard
enou gh to press in the surface of the plate, which would be softer than the trans
fer roller . The impression of this foreign matt er would appear as long as it ad
hered to the transfer roller, producing just one, or a number of plate positions
with the same characteristics.
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A second possibility is that somehow a single position on the plate was
affected after the plate was made, perhaps by having something accidentally
dropped on the plate , causing the plate to chip or , crack. This would affect
only one position on the plate, making stamps with this variety rather scarce.

At present I have no idea where this position is on the plate or if 'more
than one position is affected. Perhaps someone with some large blocks of this
stamp would be able to provide this information.
THE JOHN WILKES BOOTH COVERS
In Chronicle No. 80, page 223, there was illustrated a cover, used from

Washington, with, as a comer card, a "wanted" poster for John Wilkes Booth.
The cover was used from Washington in May of 1865, and it was the first such
comer card the Period Editor had ever seen or heard of.

An unused example of the design, with a printed ad on the cover front giv
ing price and availability, has been shown us by Mr. George N. Malpass , who
is probably the authority on Civil War patriotic designs. This item is shown in
the accompanying illustration, which certainly seems to authenticate the cover
previously shown.
DOG DAYS SPECIAL
u. s. P. c. S. Members only
Back issues of the Chronicle

Multilith #7, 15, 16, 18, 21, 24, 28, 31 , 34, 38
Any 5 different (you r choice) $4 - A ll 10 $7

Printed #48, 49, 51 , 52, 60, 63 , 65, 66, 68, 72
Any 5 different (your choice) $10- All 10 $17

OFFER ENDS NOV. 15

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL 61701
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HOBSON LOWE
AUCTIONS

THE NEW SEASON 1974-75

The New Season will open in SEPTEMBER 5th* with the first
portion of the "Albert Hilchey" collection of REVENUE stamps
and a GENERAL sale will be held on the 6th* which will include
the second part of the valuable wholesale stock of LATIN

AMERICA. BRITISH EMPIRE will be held on the 10th and 11th,
followed by GREAT BRITAIN (the "Stothert" George V essays and
proofs) on the 24th and 25th. A EUROPEAN sale will be held in
Stockholm on the 24th in connection with the International Ex
hibition STOCKHOLMIA.

nlustrated catalogs $3 each by airmail

except * which are $2 each

ROBSON LOWE LYD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWI Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 915410

V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31

Overseas correspondents sending property for
sale can avoid Value Added Tax complications
by including the VAT number after the name
on the outside of the package. If sending by
freight (air or surface) please secure the ap
propriate labels from us before sending. The
The Chronicle / August 1974/ Vol. 26. No. II 151



THE FREE FRANK IN THE 1860s
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

It is doubtful that any segment of United States Postal History is more mis
understood th an the free frank. What is usua lly defined to be the free frank, by
collectors of such, is a class of free mail , in which a signature serves in place of
a postage stamp. (See Figure 1.) The 1859 PL. & R., under Section 228 of the
"Regulations," defines this extremely well, indicating there are really two
classes of free franks , as follows:

T he righ t to send and receive letters and packets th rough the ma il fre e of post age
is held eit her as a personal privilege or as an officia l trust for the maint ena nce of
officia l corresponden ce. In both it s forms the right varies in respect to different
classes of offi cers and individuals. in th e kind as well as th e weight of matters wh ich
may be so sent or received .. . .

In section 229, the officers and persons enjoying the right as a personal
privilege were stated as follows:

I. T he Presiden t and Vice President of the United States, the individ ua ls who at
form er pe riods h ave fill ed those offices; Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Polk , relicts of form er
Pres idents . Restricted in th e case of th e Vice Presiden t and ex -Vice Preside nts to
let ters an d packets not weig h ing over two ounces an d to public doc uments.
2. Members of Congress and Delegates fro m Territories, during th ei r term of of
fice, and until th e first Monday of Decem ber after its expiration . .. .
3. T he Secre tary of th e Sena te and th e Clerk of the Hou se of Rep resen tatives,
duri ng their officia l terms. . . .
4. Every postmaster whose commissions for th e fiscal year, ending 30th J une. did
not exceed $200. . . .

Restrictions of weights and types of mail, in varying forms, were placed
upon free mail of those who had the personal right to frank. Th ese restrictions
were particularly limiting to postmasters, who were permitted to frank only
personal mails, of their own business and in their own writing, and of no more
than ~ ounce weight, all over that figure being at regular rates.

Section 230 provided:
By the followin g officers the privilege is held in tr ust for the main ten ance of cor 
respondence required in the perform anc e of offi cial du ty:
I. T he Secretaries of th e Departments; Postmaster General and Attorney General
of the United States; the First and Second Comptrollers of the Treasury; the Solici
ter of the Treasury ; the Auditors of the Treasu ry; the Treasurer of the Uni ted
States; th e Register of the Treasury; th e Assistant Secreta ry of State; the Assista nt
Secretary of th e Treasu ry; th e Commissioner of the General Land Office: th e Corn 
missioner of Customs; th e Commission er of Patents; the Com missioner of Indian
Affairs; the Com m issioner of Pensions; the Assistant Postmasters Ge neral; the
Adj utant General of the Army; th e Quartermaster General; the Inspector Ge neral ;
the Commissary General of Subsistance; the Pa ymaster General; th e Chi ef Engi nee r;
the Surgeon General ; the Colonel of Ordinance: the Chiefs of Bureau s of th e Navy
Depart ment , and the Superintendent and Assistant Superin ten dent of th e Coast
Survey-restr icted to le tters and pac kets re lating to th eir offi cial du ties, those sent
to be marked or stam ped "official bu siness," and th is declara tion to be subscribed
by th e officer wit h a declaration of his office. In the case of th e heads of De
partments alon e, th is declaration ma y be su bscri bed under their d irection by their
respective Chi ef Clerks .
2. The Governors of States to other Governors of States-restricted to laws and
reports, bound or unbound, records and documents of'fhe State, which the Legis 
lature may direct to be sent to th e Executive of other States.
3. All postmasters, wheth er their commissions exceed or fall shor t of 200 per year
restrict ed to lett er and packets relating exclus ively to the bu sin ess of th eir offices
or the Pos t Office Dep artment.
Note.- T hey must be marked "Post Office Business," and this declara tio n subscr ibed
by the postmaster h imself, with the designation of his offic e.

Section 232 forbade publishers to address handbills, etc . to postmasters so
as to secure "an extensive circulat ion free of postage," under the provision
then still in effect (in spite of the requirement, in 1856, that all domestic mail
be prepaid by stamps) that the franking privilege included receiving as well as
sending mail . .
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Figure 1. Franks of Schuyler Colfax of Ind iana, as Speaker of the HOUle end al Vlca Pr.sldant, ....amp'"
of tw o degrees of th e person al privilege of franking (wh ich d isragards off icial busin..s as a restr iction on sub
ject matter).

Section 233 indicated that, if a franker's han dwritin g were known, the
letter could pass fre e, "even though the style of his office were omitt ed ."

Section 234 stated that no postmaster or other "privileged person can au
thorize his assistant, clerk, or any other person to write his name for the pur
pose of franking any letter, public or private."

Sections 235, 236 and 237 stated that a fra nk travelled with the person
possessing the pri vilege; he could not leave his frank behind him upon en
velopes to cover his correspondence when absent; and that if letters were
placed in an office bearing a frank of an indi vidual who "notoriously had not
been in that vicinity for several days ," the letters were to be treated as unpaid.
Th e same was true for letters addressed to a person with the franking privilege
who had not been in the vicinity for some time (although such, by another pro 
vision , were to be forwarded).
The Chronicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26. No. 3 15!1



We have gone through the Regulations of 1859 in considerable detail for
several reasons. For one thing, free franks are an important part of the postal
history of any era . The frankers were often interesting and important men . But
the main reason is that we believe that fra nks and their usages are one of the
most misundersto od posta l history subjects of which we are aware, as indicated
previously. Many reputable and knowledgeable .auction describers and authors
seem to feel that the fra nking privilege was automatic for all government of
ficials, and that any cover with a signature, and not bearing a stamp becomes,
automatically, a frank. For the Civil War era , thi s is not at all true-the vast
majority of covers with no stamp and a signature are du e soldier's letters, with
the certifying signature of an officer of the soldier's unit , as required by law
te,permit transmission of the letter collect. All such letters bear due markings,
which isn't the case for franks , unless th ey were not recognized as such for
some reason.

'Igu.. 2. 'r•• of h ..c Nowton, first he.d, •• Commlilioner, of the U. S. Dep__ of Agriculture, ......
this W8. a Cabinet post .

The franking privilege, which had its origins in England in the earliest
days of the mail service, has existed almost continuously in this country since
the Colonial days. Under the Constitution, only two of the three main branches
of our government ever had the franking right, the Judicial area never having
been given the priv ilege. In 1873, due to about 100 years of continual abuse,
the frank ing privilege was completely abo lished, only to be given back to itself
by a benevolent Congress just two years later, altho ugh in a limited form . Dur
ing the next 20 years, the privilege was restore d gradually, so by the mid
1890s the legislative branch of Congress had, again, th e privilege, although it
was confined by law, as it still is, to officia l government busines s; At the
same time, the Vice President, (in his official capacity as head of the Senate,
presumably) was given the priv ilege, an d he still has it. However , no other
member of the executive branch, including Presidents and cabinet memb ers, have

. been able to frank legally since 1873, although "cour tesy" fr anks of most of
the Presidents since then are known.

The 1862 List of Post Offices indicated the 1859 franking laws were then
still in effect, the only change being the additio n of the Commissioner of Agri
culture and his chief clerk to those offices with the privilege. The frank of
Isaac Newton, first Commissioner of Agriculture (this was not a cabinet post
until 1889) is shown in Figure 2. Newton was cha racte rized as be ing simple,
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honest and kind, the form er trait being demonstrat ed by the story that he once
attempted to order some hydraulic rams from abroa d for breeding purposes, as.
someone had informed him they were the best kind of sheep. 1

Figure 1 illustrates two franks of Schuyler Colfax of Indiana, the top, as
Speaker of the House (which office he held , 1863-69), being an example of the
frankin g privilege as a Member of the House (or "M.C.") under Section 230 of
the 1859 act, the privilege being "held in trust for the maintenance of cor
respondence required in the performance of officia l duty." The lower frank , as
Vice-President under Grant in the latter's first administration, 1869-73, was a
personal privilege under Section 229, an d, interestingly, the cover is marked
"personal." The point of the personal privilege was that the write r could wri te
on any subject he chose, including his own personal business or pleasure.

Pig..... 3. ... ... of WIlli... . ...... CWef Chrtr of .... N8¥y D8pt•• I. , ....

Figure 3 shows the frank of William Faxon, Chief Clerk of the Navy Dept,
franking under the provision that the Chief Clerks can be directed to frank ,
if so directed by the Cab inet Member heads of the Department. Thi s pro
vision is the last line of Part 1 of Section 230 of the 1859 P. L. & R.

Figure 4 illustrates a cover bearin g the frank of Zachariah Chandler, U. S.
Senator from Michigan, 1857-75. A Republican and abolitionist, Chandler served
on the all-powerfu l joint Congressional "Committee for the Conduct of the
War ." The cover shown in Figure 4, however, encloses a letter from a soldier
member of the 3rd Michiga n Volunteer Infantry, being headed "Camp Blair,
July the 12th , 1861." The address of the cover is in the same hand as the letter.

This brings up a most interesting situation, str ictly extra-legal, but ap
parently not only accepted by the Post Office Dept. but perhaps even encour
aged. In the early days of the Civil War, there were thousands of young men
away from home for the first time. Th ey were seques tered in camps , either to
defend nearby cities or for musterin g into Federal service or for training.
While they had little money, and stam ps were very scarce, they still did write
letters, and yet in the spring and summer of 1861, under the law which had ex
isted since 1856, all unpaid letters found in the mails were supposed to be
automatically sent to the Dead Letter Office. The Post Office Department had
been in a tremendous five year battl e to get the public to finally accept the
idea that all domestic letters must be prep aid by stamps. Yet, here was a
situation, in the summer of 1861, where many of the camps were not close
to a post office where the men could buy stamps (many small country offices

1 Margaret Leech . R eveille in Washin gton, Harp ers. N. Y., 1941, p. 301.
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Fleur. 4. Frank of U. S. Senator Zachariah Chandlar, of Mlchlean, on th. I. " . r of • Mlchle.n soldl.r In •
camp n.ar Washington, July, 1861.

with camps nearby were suddenly flooded with numbers of letters they were
totally unabl e to handle). Furthermore, in that summer of 1861, stamps were
in short supply, and so was small change, which made the stamp shortage
even worse, since people put stamps in little envelopes (and some were en
cased in little buttons, with mica fronts and advertising printed on the metal
shell) to use as money. Caught between the conflicting situations of the law
and the lack of stamps and adequate service, apparently many Government
officials resort ed to more abuse of the already much abused franking laws. It
is not difficul t to picture the politicians in the camps, graciously franking
letters for the boys from home. Th e writer owns many examples of franked
covers with letters written by soldiers enclosed, and has seen many more. In
fact, the situation may have gone even further. Large numbers of franks exist,
with soldiers' letters enclosed, signe d by Ezra Bartl ett French, then second
auditor of the Treasury, William Helmick, the ex-Congressman from Ohio
and newly appointed Chief Clerk of the Pension Office (who really did not
have the franking privilege in 1861 as clerk , but retained it as ex-Congress
man, franking "until the first Monday in December" after the expiration of his
term on March 3, 1861), Congressmen James H. Campbell of Pennsylvania,
A. G. Riddle of Ohio , Charles Van Wyck and Reuben E. Fenton of New York,
and many others . Some of the Congressmen seemed to frank only letters from
men from their own state; French and others seemed to frank for anyone. In
the autobiography of David Parker , who . handled the mail for the Army of
the Potomac in later years, he relates the following , which may explain some
of the relationships:

On e day the Co lone l [o f th e 72nd New York Volunteer s, of whic h Parker was
origina lly a mem ber] directed me to tak e hi s order and the reafter go to th e post
office a t Washington da ily for ma il of th e reg ime n t. Man y of our sold iers had no
mo ne y and were not paid for some time , and I u sed to take their letters every day to
th e Member of Cong ress from ou r Dist ri ct , Reuben E. Fen ton , who franked the m.
and after a while au tho rized me to write hi s nam e. so I franked th e letters of the
regim ent "Free. R . E. Fenton , M. C." . . .2

Th e writer has speculated that certain of the minor government officials,
such as French and Helmick, were actua lly informally instru cted to frank
soldiers' mail in the Washington area in the spring and summer of 1861.

2 David B. Park er , A Cha utauqu a Boy ill '61 alld A fterward , Small , Maynard and Com
pa ny , Boston , 1912, p. 6.
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In August of 1861, regul ations were circulated, in accordance with a sec
tion tacked on to the act authorizing the form ation of the volun teer regiments
(Act of July 22, 1861), permitting the mailin g of soldiers' letters on a collect
basis, with the legend "Soldie r's Letter ," and the certifying signature of a
major or higher officer of the regiment or unit, plus the designation of the
unit. This made the illegal free franking of soldier's letters unnecessary.

(To be continued)
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpa id $10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
BOX 592, BATH, N.Y. 14810
U.S. Postal History

- ON and OFF COVER-

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON:

3c 1851 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROVALS GLADLY SENT TO

u.s.r.c.s. MEMBERS

Old Pueblo Stamp Shop
6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710
The Chro nicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26. No . 3
U.S. 1851 U.S. 1890

FANCY CANCELS
BOUGHT and SOLD

ASK FOR A SELECTION OF

OUR APPROVALS . WE ALSO

STOCK EARLY U.S. COVERS.

WHAT DO YOU NEED?

u.S. PHILATELICS CO.
Box 42818

Evergreen Park, III. 60642
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEl LAURENCE, Editor
TWO INTERESTING COVERS FROM YOKOHAMA TO LYONS
MILLARD H. MACK

If all foreign destination covers were rated correctly, classifying them would
be much simpler, but not nearly as much fun. Th e covers shown here are a
case in point. Both originated with th e same sender in Japan, both left Yoko
hama in the same mail, and both were intend ed to go by the same route and
franking to Lyons , France. (Most likely both were sent to the same addressee,
but one address has been obliterated.)

Both covers bear 14c postage, paid by a lOc 1869 stamp (Scott #116)
and a pair of the 2c banknote (Scott # 146). In both cases, the 14c was intended
to pay the lOc rate from Japan to the United States and the 4c "partia l rate"
from the U. S. to France-prepaying the letters to the British frontier, and leav
ing the balance (consisting of both British and French portions) to be collected
from the addressee. However, despite the similarities, and despite the fact
that the two covers passed through the New York exchange office on the
same day (October 17, 1871), each was treated differently.

. t -, Of n/
- ---

ry~-;;)-

Plillf. 1. Thh CO".. W •• calTOdly ............ YIN .... T.... ac....... office recognl ••d t111t lOe INIIt1 ........
from Jlpln to th. Unit.d Stlt....nd th.t only 4c ._.In'" '0 p.Y po"t.g. to F.lnc• . Th. co".. WI. thus sent
from N.w yo.k .. I "p.rtl.1 •• t." co".r, p.id only '0 tho B.ltllh f.onti.r.

The cover shown in figure 1, which was lot 1794 in the second Knapp
sale, was rated correctly at New York as a partial-rate .cover. It shows no indi
cation of any credit to En gland. The GB/40c handstamp, partly obliterated by
the crossed-out' address, was applied in London, and indicates that Great
Britain charged France with the correct 40 centimes per 30 grams (bulk rate)
transit postage. Th e large black "10" indicates that 10 decimes-approximately
19c- was collected from the recipient. Since the French rate progression at this
time called for five decimes per 10 grams, the piece must have weighed over
10 grams.
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"'UN I. 1111. .."... _ Inco ' h.......... 111. .... Yo" . ......n'. oHIe. IIIlatobnly ._mlld thot tho
.ntir. 14c w......n.bl. for po.t from tho Unltlld Stot.. to Fr.nc. . Thl. w .. moro th.n .nou,h to pr....'
It .11 tho w.y und.r th. " Ph. ntom R.t .

The cover shown in figur e 2, which was lot 453 in the Gibson .sale of
June 14, 1944, was rated incorrectly at New York. Despite the very obvious
merchant's cachet at lower left , showing the Yokohama origin, t he rating clerk
assumed the cover originated in the U. S. Seeing the 14c postage, and knowing
that on an ordinary cover from the U. S. to France, 14c would be more than
enough postage, he rated the cover as fully paid to its destination. An unpub
lished rate of lOc per ~ ounce, under the Franco-British convention of 16 June
1870, was available, and used in this case. This rate has been seen on covers
from as early as July 1870, but its existence was not ann ounced unti l October 28,
1871, 11 days after the cover in figure 2 was handled in New York. Such unan
nounced-rate covers are known to collectors, through the research of George
Hargest, as phantom rates . In this instance, the New York "PAID" marking
credits England with 6c, which represents a loss to the U. S. post office, caused
by the rati ng error. Because of this credit, the British post office handled the
letter as paid, and so mark ed it, with the circular London "PAID" marking that
is commonly seen on fully prepaid covers that passed through the ordinary
British mails . The French post office similarly stamped it "PD" ("paid to destina
tion"). The addressee was thus saved whatever postage would have been due
had the cover been correctly rated-5 or 10 decimes, depending on weight.
Though internal evidence suggests the two covers were mailed a few days
apart, both bear the same basic sequence of markings: Yokohama September
13, New York October 17, Lyons Octob er 29. Most likely they both reached
their recipient in the same mail , and he must have wondered why, of two such
similar letters, one would cost him 19c while the other came free.

The Yokohama September 13 circular dates tamps would indicate that both
covers crossed the Pacific on the P. M. S. S. side-wheeler Arizona, which reached
San Francisco Octob er 7, 24 days out of Yokohama' , sugges ting a Yokohama de
parture date of September 14, 1871. The October 17 New York markings (October
17 was a Tuesday) suggest that both covers crossed the Atlantic on the Hamburg
American line, which discharged mail at Plymouth and Cherbourg before reach
ing Hamburg.
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A correctly rated phant om-rate cover with credit of 6c to England, with
markings generally similar to thosq on the cover in figure 2, is shown on page
174 of Hargest's book." Full tre atment of the ph antom rates is given on pages
168ff, and details on the 4c partial rate can be found on pages 66 through 68
and 164 and 165. A cover showing the 4c partial rate, with markings essentially
similar to the cover shown here as figure 1, is illustrated on page 166.

FOOTNOTES
1 H alliburt on . W. H .; Roger . Conrad; and Spa u ldi ng . Robert M.• Jr.; Pacif ic Crossings

from Japan, 1858-1879, Internation al Socie ty for Japanese Phila tely. In c.• Monograph # 3. De
cember. 1969.

2 Hargest , George. H istory of Lett er Post Communication Between the United States and
Europe, Smithsonian In stitu tion Press. Washington . 197I.
IMPORTANT DISCOVERY
A primary research source for students of classic United States stamps and

covers is J. H. Holbrook's U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant. This four-page
periodical, the size of a tabloid newspaper and crammed with fine print, was
published monthly between 1860 and 1876. Its purpose was to keep U. S.
postmasters informed of on-going events in the world of postal intercourse. The
USMPOA published postmaster general's reports; post -office openings and clos
ings; mail sailing dates from New York, San Francisco and London; official an
nouncements of rate changes; foreign and domestic rate information (including
registered and other special-category rates) ; and many other facts , figures and
reports of great interest to collectors.

It seems that the USM POA was unknown to philatelists until well beyond
the turn of the century. It ceased publishing shortly after the formation of the
Universal Postal Union, and simply disappeared. John K. Tiffany, who tried to
accumulate every scrap of printed information relating to U. S. stamps and postal
affairs, apparently never knew the periodical existed. The USMPOA is not men
tioned in the massive and defini tive Cra wford bibliography (published in 1911),
whose U. S. sections include the contents of the libraries of both Tiffany and
Hiram Deats .

By the early 1930s, Elliot Perry and Stanley Ashbrook seem to have had
access to at least scattered numbers of Holbrook, and they made much use of
them. More copies turned up in the 1940s, some of them located in merch ant
and technical libraries. The first six volumes (1860 through 1866) are now in the
Library of Congress. Much of the original rate and route information Ashbrook
published in his Special Serv ice was dra wn from scattered numbers of the
USMPOA. The rate charts in George Hargest's book, for the 1860-1875 period ,
also relied heavily on the USMPOA. By poolin g the resources of a number of
institu tions and privat e collectors, Mr. Hargest was able to consult at last the
rate tables of all but 28 issues of the periodical. The specific dates and numbers
are described on page 198 of his book. Unfortunately, the missing numbers fall
very heavily within the 1869 period , explainin g why the Hargest material for
this era is less complete than for earlier periods .

For many years, scholars have sought, without success, to fill in the
missing months. The gaps for the year 1870-specifically the missing months of
January, February and March-are especially critical, because it could be de
duced that the missing months contained much information that would further
our understanding of the very puzzling rate and rout e patterns that characterize
the foreign mails during the early months of uno.

It is your period editor's great pleasure to announce that the first 12 volumes
of the USMPOA-coverin g the period from October 1860 through September
1872-have been discovered , complete and intact. Included in this run are most
of the issues-notably those for Janu ary, February and March 1870-that up un
til now were thou ght not to exist. In fact, since the run completely brackets the
1869 period (which your editor rath er arbitra rily defines as 1869 through 1871),
it represents a goldmine of prim ary research informat ion for students and col
lectors of the 1869s.
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Your editor is not alon e in hoping that the discovery of this run of
USMPOA will lead to a reprint, if not of the entire magazine, then at least of
the firs t 12 volumes, perhaps edi ted down, perhaps not. Other less complete
runs, in libraries and elsewhere, have been clipped and microfilmed so often
that their usefulness has been seriously compromised, Many issues literally
crumble under the touch. But the newly discovered run, being heretofore un 
known to philatelists (or to anyone else, apparently), has not suffered the rav 
ages of scholarly abuse. It is in pristine condition , ideally suited for reproduction.

Any reprint will be a formidable and expensive task. The first 12 volumes
alone comprise 576 pages. Given the tabloid form at and the very small print,
reduction is impos sible. Any reprint will have to be done folio size or larger,
with the resultant volume (or volumes) having the shape and bulk of a good
sized atlas, and doubtless a price-tag to match. But the work is the primary re
search source for the late classic period, and this alone should ultimately over
come whatever technical, economic or editorial obstacles might stand in the
way of a reprint.

Meanwhile, your editor will begin , in the next Chronicle, to write up some
of the more useful inform ation contained in the USM POA, confining himself,
wherever possible, to new facts-mostly relating to the 1869 period-gleaned from
the hitherto missing issues.
1869 BLOCKS
The largest known multiples of three different 1869 values cam e on the

auction block March 27 at the Siegel rarity sale. According to the list of prices
realized , all three fetch ed record prices.

A complete sheet of 150 of the 3c 1869, from plate 26R, well centered
throughout, brought $8000. Th ere can be no larger multiple than thi s, but it
is not a unique item. At least one other 26R sheet also exists , this one with a
grill shift, illustrated in Brookman, volume two of the three-volume seri es. On
the basis of the $8000 Siegel realization, your period editor's Bowmar brain
indicates that a 3c margin block of 10, with imprint and plate number-listed
but unpriced in Scott-should have a market value of $2200.

The largest known multiple of the 6c 1869-a squa re block of 16 with a
catalog value $3600 if broken into four blocks of four - sold for $9500, after being
run up on the floor from $4500. The centering on th is piece is rea lly exceptional,
which may help account for the hefty realization.

The largest known multiple of the 24c 1869-an off-center block of nine
that was progressively in the Worthington, Lozier, Sinkler , Gibson and Ward
collections-realized $7500.

In the same sale, a block of four of the Centenn ial reissue of the lOc 1869,
the finer of two such blocks known to exist, realized twice catalog-$8000.

In Chronicle No. 81, your editor listed the 12 blocks known to him bearing
the regular lOc 1869 stamp. To this listing must now be added two more. Num
ber 13, brought to my attention by Millard Mack (RA 322), is a mint bottom
right corn er block of four , formerly in the collection of Dr. Tello D'Apery of
Philadelphia. This block was illustrated as lot 181 in the Stolow sale of June 2;
1954. Number 14, reported by Creighton Hart (RA 346), is a fad ed used block
of four, bringing to thre e the number of used lOc blocks known to your editor.
1869 NOTES
• The Collectors Club of Chicago plans to do a book illustr ating and writ

ing up covers that passed betw een the U. S. and China (either way) prior to
U. P. U. The work will include stampless as well as stamped covers . A more
complete description of this sub ject appears in the most recent issue of the
Chairman's Chatter. Starting next Chronicle, your period editor (who, needless
to say, is involved in the C. C. C. project ) intends to publish some of the early
resu lts of this study. Collectors who have covers either to or from China, whether
stamped or stampless, prior to 1875, are urged to sha re their information.

• The cover illustrated on page 219 of Chronicle No. 80, bearing a vertical
pair of the 30c 1869, plus a 10c, from Shanghai to Pennsylvania, was described
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in the accompanying text as "one of the premier covers in 1869 philately." The
cover lived up to th is description when it was put on the auc tion block in the
Robson Lowe rarity sale in Basle on March 21. It sold for 99,000 Swiss francs
a realization of $33,200 at the then-current exchange ra te . Could th is be th e
highest price ever paid for an 1869 cover? Your editor thinks so.

• Speaking of high-priced covers, interesting transatlantic material con 
tinues to skyrocket. At the March Siegel rarity sale, a 14c Prussian Closed Mail
cover to Italy, bearing 10c, 3c and lc 1869s, plus all the appropria te markings,
sold for $725. This same cover had sold, in another Siegel sale less th an two
years before, for $475, an d was reckoned by some observers to be overp riced
then.

• Many 1869 covers to Europe are addressed to Miss Ruth Burrage, a
young Bostonian who toured Europe during 1870. She saved all her letters from
home, and had the good sense to save them in their original envelopes. The cor
responde nce-each cover still with its contents-subsequently came into phila
telic hands. A cover from the Burrage correspon dence was illustr ated on page
48 in Chronicle No. 81. This editor knows nothing about the circumstances of
the Burrage find, and would value a reference or a recollection. While most of
th e Burrage covers are ra ther ord inary (the typical cover bears a single 10c
1869 paying the direct rate to Germ any) the contents of these envelopes are a
treasury of century-old trivia: gossipy girlfriends spinning tales of boarding
school roma nces, indulgent relatives writing about family picnics, a loving
mother concerned about her daught er's health and piety, and a stern father
lecturing about excessive expenses and the danger of hurricanes. Taken as a
whole, the Burrage letters are a fascinating insight into the lives of the Vic
tori an well-to-do. If any route agents have Burrage covers in their collections and
can conveniently (and legibly) xerox the contents for me, I would be happy to
add them to tho se already in my possession . One of these years I will write
them up.
U. S. POSTAL HISTORY

AND
QUALITY STAMPS

Are a regular feature of our public auctions.

Most major areas of co llect ing are covered including : Stampless from Colonial to
1850's, Regu lar Issues from 1847 on, U.S. Postmaster Provisionals, Camp aign Covers,
Union Patr iot ics, Air Post, Territorials, Fancy Cancels and all phases of Confederate
Postal History.

Whether you are a beg inn ing or adv anced collecto r of U.S. materia l, you w ill find
many items of interest in our lavishly illustrated catalogs ava ilabl e gratis upon
request.

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

lobn ~. 1Saufmann, 3Jnc.
1010 VERMONT AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

202-638·5658
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Alloc. Editor
AN IMPORTANT BANK NOTE COLLECTION
The United States Bank Note issues are certainly coming into their own.
On April 16, 1974, the Jay Braus Banknote issues were sold at auction by

Robert A. Siegel, who had helped Braus assemble the superb collection. Siegel
has generously permitted us to use here not only his catalog illustrations but
also some relevant data bearing on Braus material.

To the best of our knowledge, this was the first major auction devoted only
to Banknote issues. Certainly it was the most important single sale of those is
sues ever held, as suggested by the total auction realization of approximately
$160,000. What makes this amount even more remarkable is that the collection
included only one stamp of the Special Printings. That lone representative was
a horizontal pair imperf between of the 2c Brown (Scott #211Bc): catalogued
at $900, this is among the least rare of Banknote Special Printings.

Some brief statistics on Braus auction prices prove conclusively that the
Banknote issues are now full participants in the steady and amazing increase of
prices yielded by rarities in very fine to superb condition. These figures should
help to change the outlook of those few old timers who still feel that a U. S.
stamp issued after 1869 is somehow beneath the dignity of a genuine Classicist.

That outmoded outlook had already been shaken by a succession of
astounding auction realizations chronicled during the past five years for the
rarer Banknote stamps in very fine or better condition and with O. G. Superb
copies , particularly with jumbo margins, have frequently brought prices many
times catalog value. Very recently two lots in a West Coast auction hammered
home this fact: a deep yellow brown Re-engraved (Scott #209, cat. $13.00) sold
for $140.00; a 5c blue Soft Paper (Scott #185, cat. $35.00) described as superb
O. G. sold for $175.00.

Figure 1. Nltlonll Blnknot. with grill .
t*vlly e....ered. "lrtu."V full g""'. this g....
r.lli.ed $17.000 at the Brlus auction.
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Braus auction prices merely followed that established pattern-if some 
thing as distinctive as that collection can be thought of as following rather
than setti ng a pattern. This Braus sale comprised 541 lots, and brought ap
proximately $160,000. Exactly 27, or 5% by number, sold for $1,000 or more;
th ey totalled $86,450, more than the total rea liza tions of the other 514 lots. The
top-drawer 27 averaged out at $3,200. Actua lly 5 of the 27 went for $42,500,
averaging $8,500. The next 7 went for $26,550, averaging just under $3,800. The
remaining 15 went for $17,400, averag ing $1,160.

The most outstanding piece in the sale was a very fine unused O. G. block
of four of the 12c grilled Na tional (Figure 1) which sold for the staggering
sum of $17,000. Next highest was a used single copy of the 24c grilled National
(Figu re 2) in extremely fine condition; this realized $12,000 against a catalog
price of $5,250.

Figure 2. National Banknote with grill, ac
curarely described as, "Certainly one 0 the
finest examples in existence." Sold for
$12,000 , more than double catalog.

Braus had a magnificent representation of used an d unused single stamps
and multiples. These included such unusual items as bisect s, double prints, a
stamp printed on both sides , roller grills, and Continenta l grills. Noteworthy
among his holdings were surpris ingly many combin ation covers with stamfs of
other countries, many interesting rates and uses, and a remarkable lot 0 90c
stamps on cover .

All of the items mentioned above are spectacular. But the great strength
of the Braus collection was its amazingly compl ete representation of each de
nomination of each Banknote issue from the 1870-71 grilled National through the
Ameri can of 1888.

National Banknote Issue- Grilled
Starting with the National grills Brau s had unused singles of all denomina

tions except the 12c, 15c, and 24c. Th ere were unused blocks of four of the
Ic, 2c, 3c, 6c, 7c, lOc, 12c, 15c, and 30c. Also a superb block of 6 of the 7c
(Figure 3) and a vertical block of 6 of the If)c , Two pai rs of the 3c imperfora te
with National grill were incl ud ed.

In used condition his gri lls comprised fine examples of all denomina tions
including a pair of the 24c (Figure 4) with the right-hand stamp showin g a
distinct double grill. It is believed to be unique both as a double grill and as a
multiple of thi s rarity. All denominations were rep resented on cover except th e
24c and 90c. There were additio nal examples of the rare end-roller grill on two
of the 2c, an d on singles of the 3c, 6c, an d 10c. Likewise he had a good repre
sentation of double, split, and qu adruple grills. One may doubt whether the
grills have ever been represented so complete ly in any collection.
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Flgur. 3. Thl. .u....
mlrgln block of Ilx
Nltlonlr 7c with grill
brought $7.000.

Netlonel Benknote Illue-Ungrllled
The collection was complete in unu sed and used singles of the National

Banknotes without grill, listin g two fine cop ies of the unused 30c which experi
ence has convinced many specialists is the most difficult denominat ion unused
in very fine condition. It contained unused blocks of all values except the 7c, 10c,
30c, and 90c, and had a used block of the 90c.

Two sensational items of Braus's ungr illed Nationals were the extremely
rare 3c printed both sides and the 3c double impression. All values of this issue
were represented on cover, with the outstanding feature the presence of two
90c covers, one of which rea lized $5,000.

Flgur. 4. Th. pllr of
24c Nltionll with grill
I. b.lleved doubly
unique: A. I mult iple
of the rare stamp ; and,
For the double grill on
the right hind .tlmp.

Contfnent.1 Banknote IHue
And so, on to the Continentals, represented by singles unused and used

complete, and blocks compl ete except the Bc brown rose sha de . All denomina
tions were represented on very fine covers, including the 90c. Among the par
ticularly unu sual items were a 2c double impression and a 3c cogwheel punch.
Th e extremely rare Continental exper imental J grill was seen on singles of the 3c
and Bc and a superb pair of the 2c, and on both the 2c and 5c of the 1875
issue. (Scott #178 & 179).

The Con tinental Bank Note Company's product is not held in universally
high esteem. Lester Brookman used to claim he ·could infallibl y tell a Con 
tinental stamp by its poor impression caused by dirty an d poorly inked plates.
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Americen Benknote Illuel
And now come the American Bank Note Company issues. In the Braus

collection used and unused singles of that era were complete. A fine used ex
ample of the double impression of the 2c vermilion (Scott # 183a) and unused
imperforate pairs of the 90c carmine (Scott # 191b) and th e Sc indigo (Scott
#216b) were among the highlights. Large mtiltifles were present in profusion .
Amon g those rar ely seen were unusual blocks 0 4 of the variety describe d as
"punched with eight small holes in a circle": one block of the lc gray blu e
(Scott #206) an d two of th e 3c gree n (Scott #207). This varie ty, which is dif
ficult to make out, is found only unused and on doubl e paper with the holes
penetrating only the back layers; apparently it was an experimen t in the never
ending search for ways to halt cleaning and re-use of stamps.

i
J

CONSOLIDAT ION .C OAL COMPANY.
/h J'~
?~'~

--=--,

~a~.· ::~~a~(f;:',p\ / /1

, . '> :J ~ ! ~
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'111- s. lankn_ __ with toe Gr. 10 few and 10 well known that mOlt haY. th.lr own nam...
" Co_lid• •ed Co.1 9Oe" W H ctloned for $5,000.

Comblnetlon Covers
A strong thread of combination covers ran through all of this collection's is

sues. Hawaii an, Danish, and Samoan combination covers were particularly well
represented and brought very fancy prices. !{.;:;ther than slight these fascinating
covers by describing them as merely incidental to this account of the Braus sale,
an article on combination banknote covers is planned for the early future. That
will deal with combinations of U. S. Banknote-Foreign Stamps but also of Bank
notes with stamps of earlier U. S. issues.

As a personal observation your admittedly cancellation-prone editors feel
that, magnificent as the Braus collection was in its many major aspects, it
could have profited by a more comprehensive representation of Banknote can
cellations. Those cancellations which the sale offered were of very fine quality,
but they were hardly commensurate in quality with what was offered in other
sub-specialties of this field.

It would be hard to improve on the high standards set by the 90c National
cover (Figure 5) with NYF M Type G24 to Rio de Janeiro or on the spectacular
7c National cover (Figure 6) with Pittsburgh shield to Switzerl and. One of
the most unusual and desirable Banknote cancellations is on the 3c Continen
ta l cover (F igure 7) postmarked at Carm el, N. Y. dur ing the summer of 1876,
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the bidding up to $1.150.

a presidential election year. That cancel advocates the candidacy of Hayes and
Wheeler . The November election did not achieve this goal , however. Instead the
election was thrown into the House of Representatives, and Hayes did not take
office until early May of 1877. But if one looks at the cancellation-rich catalogs
of the Newbury collection (Robert A. Siegel Auctions-Part I May 17-18, 1961,
II October 17-18, 1961 and VI October 23-24, 1963); Knapp (Parke-Bernet Gal
leries , Inc.-Part Two November 3-8, 1941); or Gore (Eugene N. Costales-Oct.
28-30, 1947) he cannot help wondering how the truly great Braus collection
might have been improved in interest and beauty with more examples of such
rare and charming cancellations, both on and off cover.

PI.... 7. hw off.c_ Ie _ CoIItI_ • fer .... TlohI _ oIW. fer lie .......... _
tr_.ly rare presld.ntl.' ClMp.lg. Clnc .
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(1) Railway Mail Service History
A study of the history of railway postal service in the United States in the

1837-1861 period is most difficult, as existing records are fragmentary, scattered
and often erroneous. One source which should not be overlooked is the cor 
respondence of the Post Office Department which occasion ally turns up in
auctions and dealers ' hands.

Susan McDonald has located an interesting letter from the Post Office De
partment to the President of the Boston & Fitchburgh R. R. at Fitchburgh,
Mass. which highlights some of the difficulties encountered in changing the
th inking of Con gress and the Post Office D epartment from a stage coach
oriented mail network to the new and rapidly growing railway system . The
printed letter is contained in a stampless cover with Washington City town
marking, a FREE handstamp and is da ted June 9, 1845.

SIR:

T he act of March 3, 1845, (19th section) makes it the duty of th e Postmaster General to
arrange and di vide the ra ilroad routes, includ ing those in wh ich th e service is partly by rail 
road and p artly by stea m boa t, into th ree classes , accord ing to the size of th e mail s, the speed
wi th which th ey are conveyed , and th e importance of the serv ice. It au tho rizes h im to enter
into con tract for conveyi ng the ma il over said roads ; hut allows hi m to pay for suc h conveyance ,
upon those of th e fi rst class , no more th an wha t is now all owed by th e law ; on th ose of th e
second class no t m ore th an $ 1()() per mil e per annum ; and not more th an $50 per mile
per a nnu m on those of th e th ird class. It permits him to ma ke an addition of 25 p er cent
upon the foregoing maxim u m rates where one- half of the service is pe rformed in th e ni ght
seaso n; and to make su ch additiona l compensation as he ma y th in k just and reason able . hav
ing reference to th e service performed and th e max im um rates of pa y, wh en ever m ore than
two mail s daily are conveyed over th e roa d.

The object o f th e act is to fix a limit by law upon the cost o f mail transpo rta t ion , where,
from th e nature of things, none is, or can be , im posed by com pe tition ; and to m ake th e com
pen sation among th e severa l roads alike , where the ser vice is sim ilar. This eq ua lizing of the
price of transport a t ion, accord ing to the amo n nt of service per for med, is to be effected by
th e classifi ca tion of the ro utes. How this classificat ion is to be mad e, is wi th th e Dep artment
the main , indeed the on ly, question.

It appears th at , from the commence ment of ra il roa d serv ice, th e ra ilroad routes of
th e great Atlan tic lin e be twee n New York and New Orleans, have heen uniformly regarded
as of a h igher grade than any o ther, with bu t a single exception - whi ch excep tion it is th e in
tention of th e Dep artm ent to correct in du e tim e. A close investigatio n shows th at this di s
tinction in favor of th e great At lan tic mai l routes sou th of Ne w York sho u ld con tin ue , unless
it be forfeited by th e m ismanagem en t of the rail road s. The grea t mail which, sou th of New
York , is concentrated upon on e lin e , is di vided east o f th at city hetween parallel lines-and
here the superiority in the relative importance of the routes is conseq uen tly lost.

P lacing th e railroads of th e Atl antic lin e above referred to in th e first class, th e question
arises, are a ll these routes of th e second cla ss to receive th e uniform price of $100 per mile
per annum? Som e of th em will perform more serv ' t.c than others, by reason of conveying a
second or third daily mail; and if no more is received by the railroad necessarily performing
th is additional serv ice, than is received by th e ra ilroad running but th e sin gle daily trip,
the compensation will be unequal in rega rd to th e serv ice performed , and the express object
of the law in this respect will be defeat ed . On the o ther hand , if th e maximum pa y for the seco nd
class ser vice be given only to th e ro u tes th at carry double daily mail s, and an am ount pro
portiona te ly reduced fro m th at he give n to the ro u tes runnin g but o nce a da y, injustice may
be done the latter by too wid e a differen ce of compensat ion bet ween th em and th e first
class routes, and ground will he furn ished for in cessant stru ggles between the discretion of
the Dep artment on one side, and th e efforts of the ra ilroad compa nies on th e oth er , to obtain
all that the law will permit th em to receive. This wou ld de fea t anoth er most important ob
ject of the law- the relief of th e Depar tm ent from th e controvers ies wh ich ever a ri se wh ere
matters of this nature are detenn incd by th e mere exercise of exe cutive discretion.

It is obvious th at th e only way to a ttain th e object of th e law-a just and equal measure of
com pe nsa tio n , accord ing to th e service perfonncd-is to classify the roa ds not only in refer
ence to the principal mail th ey conve y, but a lso in refere nce to th e additional m ail tran spor
tation they perform, wh en ever a more frequent mail conveya nce than once a day is re q u ir ed
by the Departmen t. A ra ilroad th er efore ma y, and genera lly will , be arranged to one cla ss,
in respect to one of its daily lines, and in respect to another daily line of mail conveyance
performed by it , assigned to an oth er class.
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I t is this process of classifica tion that the Departm en t will adop t in th e execution of the
law. The only ra il road ro u tes a t present under consideration are those in the New England
Sta tes and in New York. Upo n th ese new contracts are to be made from the 1st July n ext.

For the reasons before stated , th e ra ilroads upon the parallel daily lin es be tween New
York and Boston are p laced in respe ct to the principal dail y mails upon th em , in th e second
class; and, as th e service on th ese roa ds is not inferior in importance to that on any other
railroad in the section, it follow s that there are no rai lr oad mails in New England and
New York to assign to the first class. All fonn er decis ions and rep orts show that this view of
th e matter is in harmony with the pa st act ion of th e Department in re spect to the se roads.

The primary railroad mail service in this section belongs to th e second class under the
law. To that class shou ld be assigned the main daily lines-

From New York , by Stonington and Provid ence , to Boston ;
From New York , by Norwich and Worcester , to Boston, and th ence to Portland, in

Maine.
From Boston , by Lowell , to Concord, in New Hampshire;
From Worcester, (the po in t of di vergence from th e Ne w York rou te) by Springfield,

to Albany;
From New York, by New Haven and Hartford, to Sp ri ngfield, Massachusetts, as th e

stem of the grea t Connecti cu t river mail ;
From New York, by Bridgeport, to th e in tersection of th e Boston & Alba ny Railroad,

during tha t portion of th e yea r onl y when stea m boat navigation is suspended on
th e Hudson Ri ver;

And from Albany, by Utica and Rochester, to Buffalo.

Upon th e residue of th e railroads no mail servi ce is performed th at will justify the as
sign men t of any of th em to a hi gh er grade than third class. In ' res pect to th e second daily
tr ips on th e second class rou tes, it is clear th at th e m ail s conve yed by such add itiona l daily
trips are so much inferi or in size and import an ce to th e p rin cip al d aily mails on the same
roads, that they can be rat ed no high er than the thi rd class mail serv ice. \ Vhere such second
dail y mail s are necessary and conve yed by th e order of the Departmen t , th e maximum rate
of third class compen sation will be allowed , in addition to th at award ed for th e principal
daily mail. Where a thi rd dail y mail is necessar y, (and even in the strongest case that may be
dee med qu ite problematica l,) if an addi tional allowance be made under the last cla use of the
19th sectio n of th e act , it will in no case be gra nted so as to carry th e aggregate of comp ensa
tion beyond the present expense. All th e enactments of Congress , made in con nection wit h the
introduction of th e system of low p ostage, look to a reducti on of the cost of mail transporta
tion ; and th e force of circumstan ces com bines with th at of th e law in im posing this policy
upon th e Department. For th e same reason th e 25 p er cent. addition authorized in the act
for night serv ice will not be allo wed , wher e it ha s the effec t of au gmenti ng th e pay beyond
the present amo u nt. T he fact that th e classification of ra ilroa d routes in this section h as th e
effect of increas ing th e cost of railroad tran spor ta tion in th e aggrega te , makes it imperative to
resist th e enha nce me nt of price from any othe r cau se.

The ma ximum ra tes will be awarded only to th e fu ll daily service, performed by separate
cars , and th e conveya nce o f th e mail age nts of th e Depart ment wh erever that mode has here
tofor e bee n practised or shall here-after be requ ired . T he p r incipl e asserted in the act is
equa li ty of compensat ion, according to the services rendered ; conseque ntly, where th e mail is
carried but six tim es a week in each direction , a propo r tiona te aba teme nt in th e p ay will be
mad e. T he rule of classification pr esen ted in the act for ra ilroad service will be ap plie d by th e
Dep artmen t to th e stea mboat rou tes, where th ere is no com petition. The former legi slation of
Con gress has recogn ised a differen ce in price between railroad and fou r -horse-coach trans
port at ion equa l to 25 per cent. As steamboat conve yance of the mail is higher than that by
coach , but not so high as ra ilroa d tran sport ation, th e Department will ad just the m aximum
price for it at 1 2~ per cen t. bel ow th e maximum rat es of rail road ser vice of the like relative
class.

In giving th ese views and regulat ion s, the Dep artment has d ischarged its duty under
the law, and feels a consciousness of having don e so , in a mod e as favorable to th e rail
roa d in terests as th e obvio us di stinct ion s bet ween the size and importance of the mails on
th e different road s, and between th e di fferen t lin es on the same roa d, and the terms of the
act will allow .

The rate of compensat ion prescribed for route No. 406 from Boston to Fitch bu rg for
a daily 3d class mail will be $50 a mile per annum-total fo r 49 m iles, $2,450 pe r annum.
- errors in distance to be corrected . [Italici zed words entered in longhand.]

Any pay beyond this it will be impossibl e. becau se illegal, for this Departmen t to give for
any mail service on said railroa d , perform ed after 1st July nex t. And it remains for the rail
road com pan ies to de termine wheth er th ey will con tinu e in th e mail service on and after
tha t da y.

No doubt whatever is en ter ta ined of the since re regard of the companies for the con
venience and interests of th e public, nor of their respect for the law s, in the faithful observance
of which can alone be found th e safeg uards of th eir exclus ive and va luable privil eges; and
conseque n tly , it is not apprehe nded th at th ey will refuse th e terms of th e law, and abandon
the tra nsportation of the mails . But sho u ld such a course be determined upon in any in
sta nce, it is ex pressly requested that time ly not ice be given , so tha t th e alte rn a tive conveyance
specifi ed in th e act of Con gress ma y be provided in seaso n . The company is solici ted to inform
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me at an ear ly day of th eir acceptance of the term s offere d, so th a t the Indentures of Con 
tract in due form may be prepared and executed .

Respectfully, your obedien t serv ant ,
(signed) - c. Johnson

P.S. Th e pro priety of ordering all addi tiona l six tim es (/ week mail (3rd class) will be con-
sidered. C.] .

We thank Mrs. McDonald for furn ishing this early day example of bureau
cratic reasoning and are amazed at such a socialistic approach 130 years ago.
The President of the Fitchburgh R. R. must have objected to the capricious and
obviously inequitable approach to the problem as we find annual pay for his
service listed at $1,994 for the years 1845 to 1849.
(2) General: Association Material
One of the ancillary pleasures to the collecting of railway markings on

cover is the embellishment of a collectio n with such items as t ickets , passes,
waybills, facing slips, registered pou ches and especially covers with corner
cards ad vertising railroads or railroad suppliers. Often these items are in color
and often they have intricate and fancy designs which add to the interest
and attractiveness of a fin e collection.

A fin e example of such a comer card is shown in Figure 1, with a loco
motive corner card on 3c 1864 stamped envelope used in 1867 to Windsor
Locks, Conn.

Figur. 1

The Manchester Locomotive Works was incorporated June 1854 and com
menced building locomotives in Manchester, N. H. in 1855 with the first loco
motive being shipped to the Central Military Tract Railroad. With a capacity
of three locomotives per month products of this plant were purchased by rail
roads throughout the country. In 1901 the plant was sold to American Locomotive
Co. and locomotive building ceased about 1915.

The locomotive "General Grant" depicted on th is cover was unit No. 97
built for th e Boston & Maine R. R. in June 1867. A very ornate 4-4-0 type with
66" drivers and a weight of 60,000 lbs., it was typical of the type of locomotive
built following the Civil War.
(3) Remele Period
B 2-BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD

Route Agent Duane Ulrich has submitte d a new
type of Baltimore & Ohio R. R. marking as shown in
Figure 2. This marking is somewhat similar to B
2-d but spacing of R. R. is different. On cover with
3c 1851 dated March 24, 1853, and apparently mailed
on train running from Wheeling \V. Va. to the east.
B 2-j BALT. & OHIO R. R. 30 Black, 1851-57.
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Figure 2 •
(4) Towle-Meyer Period
la> 963-5-1: TERMINUS, ARIZ. 28 Magenta, 1879 .

Figure 3 shows a fine example of this very rare end-of-track marking.
Further study indicates the valuation of this markin g should be increased to
35 as it is far scarcer than Terminus markings from Utah Northern R. R. in Idaho
or Montana and ranks in scarcity with the Union Pacific and Northern Pacific
end-of-track markings.

According to the Western Postal History Museum this marking was from
a post office established in a mail car that followed the rail head as the
Southern Pacific Railroad was constructed eas tward from Goshen, Cal. towards
El Paso. One source indicates "Terminus" was used in California from near
Whitewater, March 18, 1876, to Fort Yuma, Cal. May 23, 1877, and in New
Mexico Territory at Lordsburg and Deming in late 1880 and early 1881. How
ever no examples have been reported to date with California or New Mexico in
the marking or with dates establishing such usage.

FIgure 3

All examples recorded have been used in Arizona Territory, especially in
1879 when construction was in the vicinity of Casa Grande. In Arizona, Terminus
post office was established soon after Nov. 1878 and discontinued in 1880. The
mail car reached construction points as follows: Yuma-May 1877; Maricopa-
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April 1879; Casa Grande-May 19, 1879; Tucson-March 1880, and was opened
to Lordsburg, N. M. T.-October 1880. First thro ugh southern transcontinental
tra in service commenced March 17, 1881, via connection with Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe R R at Deming, N. M. T ., March 17, 1881.

(b) Route Agent Killen
Some of th e killers used by route agents in the 1870-1900 period were de

signed to display the agent's name or initial and often combine with stamp
and route ma rking to provide a very attractive cover. Such covers rightfully
command premium prices over more commonplace examples with just the
route marking. A good example of such a cover is shown in Fi gure 4 with a
D. & ST. P. R R 26 mm. blue route marking plus LEE in blu e negative octagon ,
combined on cover with green 3c banknote stam p with another blue cork killer.
We are indebted to Mr . Robert Kuehne for submitting thi s item for recording.

FiIlV.. 4

This cover was used on the Davenport and Saint Paul Railroad-Towle &
Meyer 756-A-2. Mr . C. A. Lee was route agent operating on the line, and in
1873 ran from Davenport to Delaware Center, Ia. , 89 miles, and return. In
1875 his run extende d from Davenport to Fayette, Ia., 128 miles , and return. It
is within the bounds of possibility that Miss Wright was a girl friend of
Mr . Lee's to whom he desired to demonstrate his importance by having his
nam e prominently displayed on the envelope of his letter . Collections of such
agent name or initial killers on cover offer an interesting area for specialized
research and exhibi t .

(c) Hanover Branch, Frederick and Pennsylvania Line.
Thanks to the cooperat ion of Mr. A. M. Gaumer ano ther of those elusive

railroad initial prob lems has been solved. T. & M. No. 208-B-1, shown in cut, is
25 mm. black on 3c banknote cover addressed to Lancaster, Pa. The cover has
an attractive corner card of Lenhart's Pennsylvania House, York, Pa., but, as
is true in so many covers of this period, the corner car d only tends to confuse
the issue as it was not used from the town involved . To conserve funds no
doubt ma ny travelin g men of the day picked up their paper and envelopes
from the last nigh t's hostelry.

This marking was ' used by route agents from Hanover Junction, Pa. to
Frederick, Md. Stations were Hanover (13), Littlestown (20), Taneytown (28),
Frederick Jet. (33), and Fred erick (50).

The Littlestown Railroad was built in 1858 from Hanover to Littlestown,
Pa.- a distan ce of 7 miles, and operated by Hanover Branch R R , owner of a
line from Hanover Junction on the Northern Central R R to Hano ver, Pa.
In 1871 Littlestown R R was extended 2.3 miles to th e Maryland line and th e
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Frederick & Pennsylvania Line R R Co., incorporated 1867, carried construc
tion through to Frederick, Md. in 1872. Hanover Branch R R operated these
lines until 1875 when a through line from York to Hanover was built by the
Hanover & York Railroad, and the Pennsylvania Railroad took over operation
of the entire line. Thus the initials represent Hanover Branch, Frederick and
Pennsylvania Line Railroad.

This clarification removes two tentative listings
from the record. T-10 in the catalog, page 328, was
H. B. F. &-RR, 25 black, to Mt. Holly Springs, Fa.
T-21 listed in Chronicle 77 was H. - F. & P. L. R R,
25 black, to Philadelphia. Both should be deleted in
favor of Cat. No. 208-B-1 which should be listed with
a rarity factor of 12.
NOT FOR SALE:
Telegraph Covers Pre-1870

Montana Territory Postal History

I DON'T WANT TO SELL - I WANT TO BUY.

ROBERT DALTON HARRIS
• G.therin' Historic.1 P.per

P. O. Box 175
Wyn.ntskill, New York 12198
THE EDITOR'S PAGE (continued from page 143)
are out of print and very costly to acquire. For most collectors the BNA Book
provides a satisfactory substitute for such standard works as Boggs' Postage
Stamps and Postal History of Canada, his companion book on Newfoundland,
The Postal History of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick by Jephcott, Greene, and
Young, Argenti's Postage Stamps of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia , Deaville's
Colonial Postal System and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island and British
Columbia, Lowe's Handstruck Postage Stamps of the Empire, and Jarrett's
B. N . A. Handbook, to mention only the essential titles. When you consider that
$300 is a modest estimate for these at current prices, the BNA Book is an at
tractive bargain. It is available from several of our advertisers. You should not
put off buying a copy-it is bound to be an instant classic.

Some comment on the physical make-up of the book is appropriate . In spite
of the number of pages, it is compact, portable, and easy to handle. Page
layouts are inviting and pleasing to the eye. The type face is most agreeable
and subdivisions allow easy reference. Illustrations are generously interspersed
throughout the text. Postal markings are shown in considerable detail. An ex
cellent selection has been mad e of covers and of stamp multiples and other
unusual items for illustration. Many informative tables on postal rates, post of
fices, currency conversion, place names, etc . are scattered through the book.

This volume fulfills its title, for it admirably performs the functions of
an encyclopaedia. Short items on various topics encourage browsing. The reader
may profitably dip into the book anywhere and read a few lines, a page or two ,
or a whole section. The book's eclecticism is one of its principal charms. It de
serves a place in every serious collector's library.

Susan M. Mcfronald
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
AN UNUSUAL ROUTE TO ENGLAND
WALTER HUBBARD

In 1858, unless one lived west of the Rocky Mountains, a ~ ounce letter could
be sent prepaid to England from the United States for 24 cents, whilst if one
wanted to write to British North America , the rate by the Overland Route was
10 cents. The cover illustrated, although addressed to Halifax, Yorkshire, Eng
land, went first to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

In error, this cover (there is no letter inside) was prepaid for and put into
the British North American mail, in which it pickedup the American Exchange
Office mark, U. STATES C in red. On arrival at Halifax, N. S., the mistake was
noticed and it was put on a packet to England to reach Liverpool on August 8.
The 'British collected 6 pence postage due on delivery on the following day. As
Canada, of the Cunard Line, sailed from Boston on July 28, from Halifax on
July 29 and arrived at Liverpool on August 7, and no other packet matches these
dates, it seems safe to say that it was carried by her.

Th. mlriling. on the rever.. show I clr.ullr New IrvnlWl.k ","rk Indl.ltlng I dote of (July) 26 (115)1) In
oVII Hllifax, N. S. of JY 28, 1858; I tombotone PKT. LETTF.R LIVERPOOL AU 8 AS8 and a 19mm .... A
HALIFAX AU 9 58-III in bll.k.

Assuming it to be unlikely that a letter posted in Blackstone, Mass. on July
23 would reach New York in time to catch the Inman Line packet which sailed
from there on July 24, it would app ear that no time was lost by this detour to
Nova Scotia-Canada would have received it at Boston on or before the 28th,
had it been correctly prepaid and routed.

To speculate as to how this came about, the writing looks like that of a
young man, literate of course, but not highly educated, whilst the address, No.
11. Garden Street, N. Bank, suggests one of a row of terraced houses.

In 1858, Halifax, Yorkshire , England was having a bad time. During the
first half of the century, to meet the demand for the labour required by the
booming textile mills, its population had grown from twelve to thirty thousand.
This rate of expansion was , however, too great and some years earlier a public
enqu iry had had to be set up to deal with the overcrowding and appalling
sanitary conditions which it had brought about. In addition, massive unemploy-
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ment was being caused throughout the area by the introduction of more
sophisticated textile machinery . In this respect, Halifax was worse off than
.some of her neighbours as, being surrounded -by hills, the railways were late in
reaching her and much of her business had gone to nearby towns with which
communications were easier .

New Bank, of which Garden Stree t was a part, rises diagonally up a steep
hill to the north of the town, a few hundred yards away from the huge new
mills which had been built, in the previous decade, by famous.firms like 'Cross
leys and Ackroyds. The old mills had .been scattered about the countryside
wherever there was running water, but since the 1830s, the newly developed
steam engine had been rapidly replacing the water-mill as a source of power,
and the larger firms found it advantageous to move into the valley, so that they
could be near to the canal system which .carried the vast amounts of coal these
early engines required. To 'provide accommodation for the workers, the whole
of New Bank had been covered with small houses, "back to back, back to
earth, one two on top of the other."

- "- . - -_..

"C.n.d." (Cun.rd lin e) WII In Ih. Tr.nllll.nli. ,.rvl•• from 1848 to 1166. Sold .nd r.namad "M1"llIippl,"
,h. WII conv.rl.d 10 uil. (Photograph , Th. National M.rltim. Mu,aum, Gre.nwl.h). .

The family in No. 11 Garden Street had grown up in hard times , and I
suspect that Mr. Joseph Burton's corresponden t had decided to emigrate . By
July 23, 1858 he was in Blackstone, Mass., and was prob ably on his own, for if
he had been staying with friends or relatives, previous correspondence would
have taught them the cost of a letter to England. Wanting to let tho se at home
know that he had anived safely and, as he was not wri ting from a seaport , that
he had fixed himself up with a job or, at any rate, accommodation, young Mr.
Burton (if such he was) went into the Post Office at Blackstone and asked the
postal clerk the rate for a letter to Halifax. Never having heard of any other
Halifax than the one in Nova Scotia, the clerk sold him a 10 cent stamp (type II) ,
and put the letter into the BNA mail.
. Young Mr. B. really did very well. He had man aged to send his letter
by a route the total cost of which was 2 cents less than the official rate, he
had got round the regulation disallowing part payment and had passed on
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more than half the cost to his, I hope, indulgent parent-all without losing
time. With regard to Garden Street , tod ay only abo ut 100 yar ds of it survives.
There ar e no houses in it and it is a cul-de-sac lead ing to a mill -yard.

Some years ago, a fri end of mine, pointing to abo ut thirty brass plates in
the entrance to a block of offices, said 'All of them mine, and not one of th em
sound.' Some of my assumptions deserve the same comment, but th e cover
does show that some thing like this must have happened. It would be interestin g
to know whether there are , today, any Burton gra nd-c hildren living in Black
stone, Mass.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
The T imes of 1858.
Nort h Atlan t ic Seaway by N . R. P. Bonsor .
Th e Story of Old Hali fax by T . W . H an son .
PAID TO BREMEN
CHARLES J. STARNES

In his Meisterw erke, Dr. Hargest! illustrates and explains a cover show
ing part-paym ent to Han over by Bremen mail in ,1856, lOc postage paid (the
tr eaty rate to Bremen ), and th e remaining 5c of the total15c G. A. P. U. ra te be
ing collected in gute grosche n from the addressee. The letter wen t by Am. Pkt.
(Ocean Steam Navigation Co.), lc credit to Bremen, and bears a straight-line
handstamp PAID TO BREM EN . This very fine example from th e Schuh collec
tion has been the only cover of record showing the 10c part-payment recogni
tion.2

Another example is shown here. The cover, addressed to Hamburg and
franked with a lOc 1861 Type 2, was mailed from Upper Sandusky, Ohio, 3
Feb. At th e New York exchange office th e letter was handled as prepaid to
Bremen ; Bremen was credited with 7c, the black boxed PAID TO BREMEN
applied, and trans it was by a stea mer of the Norddeutscher Lloyd sailing 13
Feb. All very efficient; althoug h the rate to Hamburg via Hamburg mail was
10c and via Bremen was 15c, transit by Hamburg mail would have meant a
delay in New York to 5 March , th e next sailing date of th e H. A. P. A. G. line
(Hamb . Pkt.). The letter arrived in Hamburg 27 Feb . 1864 (Hamburg Stadtpost
receiving) and 3 schillings Hamburg (5c U.S.)- large crayon 3-was collected from
the addressee.

1 History of L ett er Post COllllllun icatioll Between th e Unite d Stales and Europe, p. 124.
2 T wo exam p les of the 15c G. A. P. U. rate accep ted as part-payment of the total 19c ra te

to Swi tzer land were p resented recen tly (Ch ron icle 78:124; 80:242) .
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THE HOLES IN THE LIST
PAUL J. WOLF

The lengthy process of putting together th e list of "Black Jacks Abroad"
was both interesting and instru ctive. Start ing with a list of some 50 countries, the
list grew to 75 and was published at that number.

As might be expected, number 76 arrived within th e week after the list
was fini shed and sent to the Editor of the Chronicle and to the contributors.
Also, details on other covers listed merely with question marks have now be
come ava ilable, so it appears likely that a supplement to the original list will
be in order, now th at it has been published and afte r readers will have had
time to respond.

But in reviewing the list of countries as shown in Professor George E.
Hargest's History of Letter Post Communication Between the United States
and Europe, 1845-1875, for the period 1848-1868, which includes most of the
Black Jack era , a number of holes, areas in which there is no covera ge, b ecame
apparent. Professor Hargest's list takes up pages 199 to 212 of his supe rb book,
14 pages in small typ e, and shows about 198 cou ntries. The Black Jacks Abroad
list covered 75, so that 123 are not accounted for.

Victoria, British Columbia to Ireland. A Wells Fargo cover, with a 10c entire (Scolt U40) plus a Black Jack
to make up the 12c rat e 10 Ireland after Jan. I , 1868 . The blue handstamp "Post Office Victoria" in oval
indicates that the 8ritish Columbia postage, 5c, w as paid. The presence of the blue Wells Fargo handstamp
and the absence of postal markings from anyone of the three West Coast ports: Port Townsend, Wash ., Port.
land , Oregon, or San Francisco, shows that this cover w as carried out of the mail by Wells Fargo to New
York, where it was placed in the mails, and rece ived the"NewYork Paid Ail" marking in red . British Columbia's
only postal contact with the outside world, at that period, was via the United States mails and it I, a matter
of record that the Post Off ice in Victor ia stocked United States postage stamps for the convenience of its
patronl.

Of th at number, a considerable group can be eliminated. The "Old Coun
try" orig ins of the population of the United Sta tes in the 1860s were heavily
weighted toward the Anglo-Saxons, Irish, Scots an d Welsh, French, Germans,
Scandinavians, Du tch and Swiss. The grea t late 19th Ce ntu ry immigrations of
Southern and Eastern E uropeans were still in the future and while th ere were
representat ives of many lands present, they were few in number by comparison
to the grea t bulk of the popu lation. It is to be expected that they would, ob 
viously, th erefore, originate fewer letters. Thus th e cha nces of survival of com
paratively few er covers are even less.

Many of the covers existing to some of the smaller and perh aps mor e
exotic locations are addressed to the personn el of ships expected to be in the
area: whaling ships, cargo vessels, ships of wa r and so on. A number of covers
are known addressed to diplomatic or consular officials of th e United States
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Govern ment stationed abroad. Some are to or from missionaries sent ab road by
their churches . But after these are conside red and the many covers added in
addressed to the Brit ish North American Colonies and to the major countries of
origin of the Ame rican melting pot , there are still some unexpected blank sp aces.

As this is wri tten, th ere are NO Black Jack covers listed as existing to
or from a considerable nu mber of countries. This is not to make th e definite
stateme nt that they do not, in fact, exist, but to point out th at they have not
come out of limbo, if indeed they have survived. Perhaps the publication of
th ese articles may induce the owners of some of th em to reveal th eir existe nce.
A short, selected list of countries, th e absence of covers to which is surprising,
follows.

There are NO Black Jack covers , as far as we know, to th e countries listed
below:

Bermuda, Bolivia, Borneo, Ceylon, Curacao, F inland, Gr eece, Hon
duras, Hungary , Jamaica, Liberia, Luxemburg, Nicaragua, Pa ra
guay, Poland , Por tugal, Siam, Syria, Tur key, Uruguay, Venezuela.

It will be noticed th at of the 21 countries listed, 8 are in Central or South
America. A number of the German States are not shown, but these are fairly
likely to turn up, give n th e size of the Germ an population in the United States.
What is sur prising , th ough , to say th e least , is to see Hungary, Poland and Fin
land amo ng th e missing. Austr ia is well represented, but the oth er half of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire seems to be among th e missing. A cover , for instance,
addressed to Budapest , Austria, would be properly identified.

H_lulu to Ylrmou"', Nova Scotl•. "'.nked wI'" • JOe 1861 .nd ••Iock Jlck to m.... up • 32c r.t., "'II
cover has the red " Ho nolulu U.S. Postage Paid" handstamp to indicate that the Island postage hid been
paid. The stamps are cancelled by San Francisco cogs, and the rate probably is made up of twice the 1Sc rat.
from San Francisco to Nova Scotia , prior to 1867 , plus 2c for the capta in of the private ship that carried it
from Honolulu to San Francisco. An interesting example of mail "thro ugh" the United Stales, from one foreign
country to another.

Mau rice Cole, writing his The Black Jacks of 1863-1867, published in 1949,
mention ed that he had never seen or heard of a Black Jack cover to Russia or
to Portu gal. Since his wr itin g, one and possibly a second cover to Russia have
been seen , but Portugal is still on the missing list. This is indeed surprising,
for with th eir centuries-old and widespread commerce in fine wines, cork, and
laces, postal paper addressed to Portugal might very well be expected. But ap
parently it eithe r did not surv ive, or it never existed! Actua lly, any covers to
Portugal are more than scarce, they are rare.

Poland, too , is surprising by its absence. 1t is tru e that Poland was not an
independen t country dur ing the period under consideration , being divided,
largely to Russia, with considerable parts to Pru ssia and Austria -Hungary. But
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mail addressed to such centers of population as Warsaw, Russia, or Posen ,
Pruss ia, would be recognized for what they are.

The same situa tion exists with regard to Finland, at that time a Duchy of
Russia. Wh at are, tod ay, Latvia, Lithuania, and Esthonia were then the Russian
Grand Duchy of Courland and Livonia. Riga and Memel, now in Latvia, for in
stance, were and are thriving commercial centers, with large shipping interests.
It is ind eed amazing that postal paper to them does not exist, as far as we
know.

Closer to home, two other locations seem rather surprising by their ab 
sence: Bermuda and Jamaica. During the Civil War, Bermuda was a center
for block ade runners, but after the war, there were shipping interests. It would
seem that covers might be expected, but up to now, there is no sign of anyl
Th e British Coloni es in the Caribbean are not at all well represented; ma ny of
the small er islands are on the missing list.

Man y of the other countries, such as Gre ece, were not well rep resented in
the American population of the day, but it is within the bounds of possibility
that Black Jack covers exist.

I hop e these articles will help to bring some of the presently missing out of
their limbo , and on the record.

The writer will be very glad to hea r from anyone who can add to the list, or
who has, or knows of, interesting Black Jack covers. There are many facets
to collecting Postal History;-Black Jacks Abroad is only one of these facets.
Much remains to be learn ed , and the more eyes that are lookin g, the better.
Please feel welcome to write to me at P. O. Box 500, Missoula, Montana 59801.
ERRATUM-THE GERMAN PACKETS TO HAMBURG AND BREMEN FROM
NEW YORK IN JULY 1870

Walter Hubbard writ es: "The date of July 14 in the 6th line of the 5th
paragraph on page 115 of Chronicle 82 should be altered to July 12. My th anks
to Mr. Michael Lawrence."
EXCHANGE MARKINGS ON MAIL TO B. N. A.
SUSAN Mo McDONALD

Th e cover shown here was illustrated on page 15 of the Silver Anniversary
Booklet. It was mailed at Syracuse, N. Yo, Dec. 24, 1851, ad dressed to Belleville,
CoW.

The exchange marking-U. STATES in an arc over a shield slanting to the
right-is in red. Thi s is one of the least common of U. S. excha nge markings and
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one of the most distinctive. Consequentl y it is in demand. Clean strikes are scarce.
Use on covers with stamps is, I believe, quite uncommon.

Several authorities have associated this marking with the Ogdensburgh,
N. Y., exchange office. My records do not sub stantiate this identification. Read
ers who possess exam ples of this marking which they have not already reported
can help establish the facts. Please report any covers- whether stampe d or
starnpless- with thi s marking, including a photocopy" of the front and back if
possible. Please furnish this information: origin and destination, date of use,
color of marking, stamps (if any) or other evidence of payment or postage due,
all postm arks on th e face , all postmarks on the back. Th e backstamps are
especially important. The informat ion obtained will be published in the next
issue.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we sto ck Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
toria ls and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. BOlton, Mall. 02108
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign .

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Rilden Co.
801 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
ISO Th
~~~~~~~,

~
~ Borrow with confidence ~~
" In any emergency, borrow ,~

the money you need at IJ

I,Edelfllal,"S' Use your collec- I'N.J tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.

rN. At Edelman's, you can tm
• obtain qu ick, confid ent ial ~

~
' ',' loans for an y amount up iM

~
' : to 80 % of the value of I
~ your properties - from

. $50 to $50,000 and more.
~ ~rite t?day for further rNo.
~ information. lit]

I ~! :~:':~~~:~ !~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 I
~ (Suburban Philadelphia) ••~~~~

e Chro nicle / August 1974 / Vol. 26, No.3



GUEST PRIVILEGE
LmER CARRIER SERVICE IN NEW YORK
©Copyright 1973 CALVEY M. HAHN

(Continued from Chronicle 82: 125)
IDENTIFICATION OF CARRIER COVERS (cont.)

In Ph iladelph ia, R . A. Barry in h is "U, S. Specialists Column" in the American Philatelist
reported that there were three carriers in the 1790·s. I cannot verify this. I have carefully
read th e two 1785, the 1791, and th e 1800 Philadelphia city directori es an d located on ly on e
carrier, Abraham Cook, who was a t 15 Qu een street at Southwark as a cooper in 1791. He was
a letter carrier at 3 Chauncey street in Ph iladelrhia from 1794 through 1798 and at 18 North
3rd street in 1799, moving to 198 North 2nd 10 1800. Because Ph iladelphia was the lar~est

American city in th e period, it wou ld no t be illo~ical for there to have been three carriers
in the period. A more th orough reading of the Philadelphia city d irecto ri es ma y reveal them.

In his impor tant article "Good -by Penny Post " (SPA Jo u rnal , September 1963) , H enry
Meyer drew attention to the fact that Section 36 of the Act of 1825 is a repe at from th e
earlier Act of March 3, 1810. This, of course , borrowed from the 1794 act cited here as the
first federa l act 1 was abl e to locate on the carrier service. The article also noted a n umber
of cities with carriers p rior to 1837. Amo ng them were Newport , R.I .. New Brunswick , N.J.,
Detroit , Mich . and Hagerstown, Md.

Other cities also had carrier services prior to 1840. Elli ott Perry records carrier service
in Cincinnati in 1839. Denwood Kelly reports Baltimore had a penny I,>0st as early as 1819 ac
cording to the Baltimore city directories. As 1 noted in my Postal Hi story N otes Vl, Charles
Bishop of 49 First street was appointed as Troy, N.Y.'s first letter carrier in J anuary 1836 and
began deli very on January 29th of that year with a 2c fee. Letters are known as early as
February 2, 1836 marked " Penny Post " for carrier delivery in Providenc e. R . I. 1 have a t
least on e cover that suggests Port smouth, N. H . ma y have had lett er carrier service in th e
early 1840's. Alba ny had a pen ny post letter carr ier , \ Vill iam B. Wi nn ie, at least as early as
1800, whe n Ken de Lisle foun d newspap er references. H e was a lett er carrier living at 57
Ora nge on J une I , 1814, the date of the earliest Alban y city di rectory 1 was able to check.
He was still listed as a post office messenger in 1839 living at 63 Orange, where he moved
in th e ear ly 1830's. Prior to 1834, but after 1831, he was jo ined by Robert Strong as th e post
office letter carrier. Strong had been a grocer for many years previo us at Pearl and Lydius.
He lived at 23 and then 43 Lydius whil e carrying the ma ils an d was still listed at the post
office in 1839. Robert Dalton Harris indicates Winnie was a "penny post" as ea r ly as 1795.
Ellio tt Perry in his Car";er Stamps of the U. S., Par t IV. notes both \ Vinni e and Strong were
appointed letter carr iers "in confor mity with the nomina tion of S. van Rensala er , P. M." in
an offi cial orde r dated January 26, 1837.

Thi. old .ketch of an Albany penny pa.'man
may be a likane.. of Willi am B. Winnie
hlm.elf.

ALBANY P ENNY POSTMAN

One romantic inci dent involving William Winnie is narrated on pages 395-9 of Alice M.
Earle 's Stage-Coach and Tavern Days, (1900) . Ms. Earle descr ibes how a highwayman in 1805
robbed the tavern of John Pye (on the West Troy, N. Y., road) , but fail ed to get $1,000
in cash and gold under Mr. Pye's bed as Mrs. Pye shot him and fri ghtened h im off . He
fled back th rough Alba ny an d leap ed onto the ice with his horse to flee across the Hudson .
T he mounted Albany men fled when high wayman Johnson fir ed at th em . That is, all fled bu t

Captain Winne [sic ], the pennypost, wh o was heard to mutter excitedly In his seml
D utc h dialect : "Mine Colt I vat leeps das h ors e has mate I vull dwenty feet! Dunder and
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bllksem l he's der tuyfel for rooning !" Winne was an old Indian fighter, and soon he
boldly grappled the hi ghwayman, who drew a d ag ger on h im . Winne knocked It from h is
hand. The h ighwayman grappled w ith h im , w r enched away h is club, and h it the penny
p'ost a b lo w on h is m ou th which loosened all h is front teeth (w hich, the chap-book says,
'Winne a fterw ar ds to ok out at h is le isure" ) . Winne th en dallied no longer ; he pulled

down the handkerchief fr om the robbeT's forehead, twisted it around hi s neck, and
choked him. In the mornin g tw ili ght th e great band of cautious Albanians gravely ad
vanced, bound th e hi ghway m an secu re ly , and carried him in t r iu m ph back to jail.

T he range of ci ti es in which carrier mark ings are likely because of known service makes
it most probable that a search of the records in ma ny oth er areas would produce like resu lts .
Dom icile delivery of letters was wid espread in the U. S. prior to 1840. Copies of such m arkings
are su fficien tly p lentifu l tha t no major loca l or carrier collection sho u ld lack an ex ample,
a ltho ug h few have them today.

T he real problem is in the iden tifica tion of covers ha nd led by letter ca rriers in the
ea rly da ys. Mr. Barry illustrated a cover written from Boston to New Yor k and mailed on
Nov ember 5, 1837, which contains on the face the following:

Will TH E P ENN Y POST deliver this as soon as he POSSmLY CAN , as it is of the
greatest IMPORTANCE .

Here , illustrated , are two Providen ce R.I. letters ( I I and 12) that carry specific " Penny Post"
no tat ions. Ano ther illustrated cover (4) , the Blooming-Grove N .Y. letter of August 21, 1846
bears a not at ion, " Carri er will pl ea se deli ver " to show a method of identifying New Yor k carrier
service . This not ation on a letter handled during th e ta il -end of the governmen t operation of
the City Disp atch Post made it unnecessary to use th at handstarnp as well. It is also possib le
to id entify letters , on occas io n, that did not go in to the letter carrier service. One such lett er ,
ill ust ra ted here ( I) , is the 1791 item from Alba ny to New York ci ty, bearing the not ation
"T o be left a t the Post Office ." T his qui te spe cifica lly mea n t that Mr. Du ncan wa s not to
deliver it. Ot her exa m p les are noted "Box 135" or sim ilar markings . These m ust be dif
feren t ia ted from the " Charge Box 135" typ e of covers di scussed in the 7th essa y of m y book ,
Essays all Postal H istory . One is the box of the addr essee and one of th e addressor. T he
addressee box notation means the po sta l ser vice is to put the let ter into the box at the re
ceiving post office. T he addressor box means tha t a charge account is run against the box
in the addressor 's name and the account is to be debited for the le tter, by the pos tmaster.

/ .
/

t . .....1.10 CAUl!!. IN IW. Thl, und..... envel..,.. to G,end "plel, h.. e red 31_ circle TOB/
MAalI4/PAID 3 CTS. for Ihe rele . This " pe r iod" . e" ton is known from Julv 3, 1851. unlll Dec 17, 1W;
however, the circle break da le s th is as 1853 . Th.r. il an ink " Paid 4 cents" and a pencil " 4" with what loob
lik. the carr ier in it ials of "T. H." As there wa s no fe e for le"ers go ing to the mails at this po int in New York
Cirv . Ih is prepavm enl w oul d heve 10 be for carrie r d eliverv in Grand Rapid,. Arlhur Bond , who h.. .,.emlned
this cover, agrees that the fee is a prepaid carrier . On ly if a fee for delivery to the m. n was reltored prior
to this t ime in New York could th e carr ier fe e apply there.

Examples o f le t ters that are specifically noted for carrier service prior to 1840 are scarce .
Many more letter s were inv o lved in pre-1840 let ter carrier service and have thus-fa r no t
been identified . No t a ll can be iden tifie d , but a nu mber ca n be definite ly associa ted wit h
letter carrier se rvice, and ma ny mor e can be presu med to be so assoc ia ted thou gh proof
pos it ive m ay be lac ki ng. To u nd ersta nd th e identif ication, it is necessary to ex pl ai n how the
post al system of the period worked .

When a lett er arrived in a city where let ter carrier service operated in the pre-1840 period.
five different things could have happened accordin g to how it was addressed :
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I) It could be pu t in to a post office box , the revenues on whic h wen t to the individual
postmaster. No carrier serv ice was involved as the patrons picked up the letters person all y.
These letters wer e of two types, those addressed specificall y to a box and those where the po st
maste r knew a box ex isted bu t which were addressed only to the person at the city. Abou t 6%
of the Ne w York City pop ula tio n in 1830 was serviced by post offic e boxes (3,000 of th e 50,000
families) , although a hi gher proportion of the mail wen t into boxes as many were held by
business firms.

2) The letter could go into restr icted general delivery . These letters were picked up by
patrons and there was no box, drop , or carrier fee involved . The patrons in qu estion had
given specific instructions to the post office that th eir letters, were not to be deli vered. A
ma ster list of such names was held in the post office. An example whe re the addressor made
this ' restricted decision is the previou sly cited Albany letter of 1791.

3) Unrestri cted gene ral delivery letters where no street address was give n mayor m ay
not ha ve been carrier delivered . The vast majority of stampless letters fall into th is classifica
tion . T hese letters are gen eral delivery it ems to be held at the post office until call ed for,
or they may be advertised if not picked up. It will be noted th a t advertised lett ers are
completely, or almost completely, unknown with street addresses in the pre. 1840 period , and
even for years th ereafter . Although it is possibl e th at th ese " no street address" lett ers were
carrier delivered in some cases, we can generally assume that th ey were not. Un less there
is specific evidence to justify an exception, they sho u ld not be consid ered for po tential carrier
service. Such an exception might be show n by the illustrated letter (5) from Upper Red
H ook, N. Y., to Cler mo nt , N. Y., in 1836. T he notation ab out delivery sugges ts th at even
if carrier serv ice did not exist, the postmaster could ins titute it for a specific case:

The postmaster at Clerm ont will con fer a pa rticula r fa vor by sending this the fi rst
opportunity.

The instruction was such that the postmaster, himself, might deliver the letter or have hi,
son do so for th e legal 2c fee of the period. The letter Wal probably domicile delivered.

1'. PREPAID CARIIIEI 01 IEOlmy. A blue 30""" circle IALnMOIE/NOV/16/Md. e"d e PAID In the '.eme
shede wer. epplied in Baltimore along with the 20c menuscript quedruple rate. This leltlmore Styl. 12 I.
known 1849-51. The writer noted "Peid 22" to show peyment of an extra 2c fee . In Phlledelphie e derk blu.
13x9mm "R" WII applied for Registry IS the wey bill must heve ind icated for this velueble letter. Thi. "R" in
blue is recorded from October 19, 1849, until June 19, 1851. The e..lier mark ings tend to be light blue reth.r
then this derk shlde suggesting th is cover is 1850. I have yet to see another cover ind iceting prepeyment 0'
the registry fee in this per iod and therefore would Is cribe the 2c fee to e cerrier fee for delivery to the 'mlils
in leltlmore.

4) Genera l delivery lett ers with addresses pu t on by the addressor can be cons ide red prime
candidates for carrier deli very. These let ters cou ld be h eld at the gene ral deli very for the
lega lly specified period and the n turned over to the carder servic e for deli very. As we have
not ' yet found an y instru ction s sta ting such letters shoul d au tomatically go out on first da y
carrier delivery, th ey al"e not certi fiable as letter carrier deliv ery covers , but they probably
did receive such domicile serv ice. Some of these covers have notations on th em tha t make
it most unlikely that th ey did not receive carrier treatment. Such an it em is the illustrated
letter fro m West Troy (6) , N.Y. to Philadelphia in May 1851. T he instru ction "below Dock
street" wou ld not have been added if this lett er wer e not to be carrier delivered . It is logical
to anticipate carrier deliv ery when we consider that th e city 's streets had been decla red post
roads by th e Act of March 3, 1851, to take effect July I , 1851. This act would hav e spurred
the add ressor to use the governmen t's system rather than Blood's.

5) Street add resses add ed in a second handwriti ng are gen eral delivery letters that received
carrier handling. These are letters of class (3) abo ve that were taken ou t of gen eral delivery
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by ~he ca rrier service for delivery in New York, and presumably in th e other cities wh ere
earner service exi sted. T he address was added by the carrier as an aide memoire because
he kn ew th at th e letter in question , al tho ugh not marked wit h street address or box number,
was to be delivered . Either a specific request had been received or the le tt er had wai ted
in th e p ost office for th e required time to be au tomatically transferred to the carrier service.
The latter is th e more p ro bab le.

It is p ossible to even identify thes e second han dw riting addre ssed letters as to the carrier
in volved . The illustrated letter (2), for example, was dated July 14, 1805. T he date is early
eno ugh in 1805 to assu me tha t the 1805 Longworth Directory listings for tha t year gave all
th e ca rriers then operatin g. These were Mr. Duncan, Mr. West, and Mr. Betts. Because each
of th ese men st ar ted a t a differen t time, it is possible to mat ch the handwrit ing on covers
that th ey al one could have handled against that on the illust rat ed cover. If it mat ched a
handwriting associ at ed with carrier servic e prior to mid-1793 it was Mr. Duncan's . If i t
matched a handwri ting associated with carrier serv ice pr ior to m id -1800 but not prior to
mid-1793, it was Mr. West 's. If it was neither, it was written by Mr. Bett s.

Building up a referen ce collection structure of the carrier dat es and handw ritin gs per
mits identification of most of th e New York City carriers . It is just the pos sibility of such a
reference st ru ctu re th a t insures aga inst futu re forging of extra addresses u pon inex pe nsive
covers to conver t them into desirable early letter-carrier markings. Past forging of this type
of marking is non-existent.

11. ....OVIDENCI "NNY POST.......... JSi'ltlII circle NOIlYHAMI'ION/MAYI7/MSI. clret. ... _ • .mllt ''''''"
rite to Providence, R. I. on I letter dlted MIY 7, I036-prior to the Act of 1836-lnlCrlbed " li ng le" end
"penny post" on the front. The letter took fou r days to reach the writer'l fa ther. It i. one of the two know"
documenting the existence of the Prov idence carrier system in 1836.

THE BEGINNING OF PRIVATE LOCALS
The first priva te local s logi cally would begin in Boston , New York or Philade lp hia where

their need would be firs t felt. No ea rly con tenders have been re por ted for Boston . In Phila
delphia there are two-the Northern Liber ties Ne ws Room of 1835·6-and th e Blood 's. In
Ne w York , the ear lies t recorded is the New York Pen ny Post. In fact , this is the firs t p rivate
local yet recorded.

In th e Philadelp h ia are a , at least 15 to 20 items fro m the Northern Liberties Ne ws
Rooms h ave been turned up- 7 of the m were originally in a find by Mr. C. H . Ston e, as
repo rted in th e American [ ou rnal of Philat ely, 1905, p . 235. Today, on e phila telic holding
alone has 12 cop ies, and a numb er of covers with th is ma rk ing are sca ttered elsewhere.
T he re are two types-one wi th a hollow cen ter, which is ear lier , and one with a solid center.
I have recorded cop ies dat ed between April 30, 1835, and MaY' 31, 1836. There may be
earlier or la ter dat es, however. This marking is not, in my opinion, a local, but ra ther it is
a hot el marking.

In th e Philadelphia di st r ict of Northern Liberties, ne ar th e junction of th e old New
York road and th e York ro ad , was located an inn run by Andrew McMac kin in the 1830's.
H e named his inn the Nor thern Liber ties News Rooms and it wa s so call ed in the di rectories
of th e period . As a serv ice to gues ts he kept the lat est news papers and marke t sheets as
well as note paper for th e fanners 'who stopp ed on their way to tow n . T he not e paper was
reportedly sold at 5c a sheet according to ' a man in terv iewed 70 years after, who reported
on hi s memori es as a boy . As with many other hotels or inns, Mr. McM ak in took the letters
to the post office . All kn own copies were put th rou gh th e Phila delphia post office and rated
for ou t of town delivery there.

Mr. McMakin did put the words "Su b-Post office" upon hi s lettersheets. H owever, I have
been unable to locate any evid ence tha t this was o th er than an adver tisin g gimmick. There
appears to be no official con nection with the post office and there are n o rep orts of pick-up
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boxes located outside of the inn wh ich would justify calling this operation ei ther a true
local or carrier. I t has all the hall -mar ks of the forward er of the period or of the hotel
forwarder.

Handstamped forwarders go back &0 a t least 1809 and in manuscr ipt th ey go back to
1673 on known covers from the U. S. as I note in my Postal History of N ew Netherlands .
Hotel handstamps are kn own in early 1840 fro m H owards Hotel and the Hayes and Treadwell
hotel in New York in associa tion with ma il delivery to th e post office, or even inter city.
In manuscrip t they go even earlier. For example, th e Wayne H otel, in Ste ube n (now Wayne)
county, New York, not only handled lett ers but the m anager was able to h ave hi s h otel
designa ted as the U. S. postoffice . Thus, I believe, th e Northern Libe rties New s-Room marking
is nothing more than an ear ly handst amped hotel marking.

THIRD POST OFFICE (so.colled). Thil building, at the junction of N....u, Cedar, and Liberty S"..h, orl"IMlly
the Middle Dutch Church , became the post office in 1844, and continued for many yea rs, The lIIultrahon i.
from an engraved leiter sheet and circular of the Chelebrough Stearns Co., postmarked Feb. 25 (1847). The
building in the background-largely obscured by the POlt office building-held the original offi ce of S. Allan
Taylor, producer of cinderellas and forgeries.

Eliminating the Northern Liberties, Bloods is trad itio na lly classed as the fir st true local
in Ph iladelp h ia. T he Blood family, themselves, in the adv ertisemen t of J une 28, 1851, do
no t claim to have been in the local delivery . fie ld before 1845, when .Dan ie l Otis Blood .
chief cashier of th e Daily Pub lic Ledger, and hi s brother Walter H . Blood p urch ased th e
Ph iladelphia Dispatch Post from J ames W. Halsey on July 7, 1845. The Blood family were
dea lers in coal and ma nu facturers of shoe polish in the early days. T h e preceding local , the
Philadelphia Dispat ch Post. was anno u nced December 8, 1842, by R ob ert son & Co. and
apparently m an aged by Mr. H alsey. Its ear lies t recorded handstarnp is a black str ike on
12/1 9/ 42. In red it is know n as early as May 29, 1843, when th e red 28mm circle and a 3c
ra te were used. un til 8/2/ 44. A red City Despat ch Post handstamp foll owed, u sed with
ad hesiv es. and th en the Blood han dstamp was reported . Manuscri p t "R & Co." markin gs
are repor ted on these covers from J une 7, 1844, to as la te as Ma rch 5, 1845. T he ear lie st of
the Blood handstamps I' ve recorded is April 3, 1846; h owever , one was ca ta loged on Nove m 
ber 16, 1844. whi ch is apparently an error either in the prin ting or by the docketing in view
of the known history of the company.

Exclud ing Ph iladelp h ia as we must, the earlies t p r ivat e local ye t record ed is the New
York Penny Post. This operation was firs t advertised in th e N ew Yor k Journal of Commerce
on Friday, December 20, 1839 to begin operatio ns on Mo nday Decem ber 23rd with 75 locations
where letters and packages could be picked up. T he service offered twice daily delivery and
pickup service for a per lett er charge of 3c. The post was sponsored by the New York Pe nny
Post Association and had its address at 62 Cana l street (th is is near the corner of Ca nal and
Broadway) . In searching the Lon gwo rth Directories for 1841 and 1842- the two that would
logica lly car ry a listing for thi s ope ra tion- I hav e been unable to fin d a listing u nder th e
Penny Post, City Despatch, New York Pe nny Pos t or Free Trade Penny Post.

The handstamps of the New York Penny Pos t are known in red fro m January 29, 1840
approximately five weeks aft er it was organized- through November 6, 1840. T hey are kn own
in black fro m December 28, 1840, through Sep tem ber 9, 1841. Several prep aid locally u sed
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11....OVIDENCE PENNY POST. 0 ............ NEW HAVIN/fII/7/Ct. circl....d double r-'ed ISc 1_ of
1836 to Providenc., from a Yal. ltudent. Inscribed "Double" .net "P.nny POlt." This letter took two d.YI to
be delivered, showing Ihat it was d.livered by the carri.r on the " f irst day." III .arly dala showl Ih. wide
extent of letter carri.rs prior to the Act of 1836 .

covers are kno wn-one in red on February 10, 1840, and on e in black on Febru ary 15, 1841.
I have recorded 20 copies thus far and u ndou bt ed ly more exist.

The good will and asse ts of the New York Pen ny Post were sold to Henry T homas
Windsor . an Englishma n. some time in th e Fa ll o f 1841 so that he m ight star t the City
Despa tch Post , usin g Alexan der M. Greig as his agent, ea rly in 1842. In one sense the Penny
Post was not a succes s o r it wou ld not have bee n sold . On th e other h and. th e kn own
cop ies d uring i ts fi rst year of op eration a re far more numerous th an the ' known copi es of
Swarts- a very successfu l Ne w York local -during its first yea r of operation or of the first year
of the Blood operation.

~, .

13 CHARLESTON PENNY POST. Orange..ad 29mm circle SUMPTERVlllE/OCT/6/S.C. end circled PAID/3 hand
st~mps on a letter addressed to Charleston, S. C. with specific inst ruct io ns " Care of Penny Post" and I street
address "No 20 Montigue Street." This post.18S1 rate cover is undated and the town marking is not listed with
a dated copy but 1851 .2 would be about right. letter carrier serv ice began in Charleslon in May 1849 and
lasted until 1860. John H. Honour, Jr. , was the carrier and Superintendenl of Ihe Penny Posl inilially and hired
hil brether-In-law E. J . Kingman to help. They splil in 1851 to set up separala dislricts. As Ihis leller il from
the mails to the penny post it may , as in the case of New York, reflect a split service and thus be the listing
item of Ihe old carrier service under Ihe loCi of 1836 and earlier rather th an t he Charleslon cilY despatch service.

(T o be cont inued )
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 82
The cover in Figure 1 elicited two protracted long dis tance phone calls

from Josie Stultz in Wheeling, W. Va., and an interesting letter from Bob Toth
in reply to an inquiry of mine. I'm surprised at the limited response, though
Ma Bell must be elated. Wh at follows is mainly a composite of information
from Josie Stultz, Bob Toth, and me, with individu al differences not ed where
significant.

Flgur. 1

While this answer was being typ ed to send to the printer , I received a de
tailed written analysis of the problem from Mrs. Stultz. Altho ugh there are many
areas of agreement, there are severa l important differences. Therefore I am in
serting her remarks here, to be followed by the rest of my answer. Mrs. Stultz
writes:

Although the privil ege of sendi ng and rece iv ing ma il free has becn in cxistence
since 1775 by an act of th e Conti ne n ta l Congress, members o f Co ngrcss wcr c re
str icted in use of this free fran king to the time thcy were act ually atten ding its ses
sions (Ord inancc of Oct. 18, 1782) . This privilc~e was lat er ex te nded to include
"a ny doc um ents which have been or ma y bc p rinted by order of e ither H ouse."
(Act of Dec. 19. 1821) . The Act of March 3. 1825. suhseq uc n tly extended this free
mail to defini te time periods of 60 days prior to and after cach session a nd d ur
ing their actua l attcnd an cc (provided tha t such mail did not exceed 2 ounces in
weight) .

T he problem cover. wri tt en by Mordeca i Bart ley of R ichland County. O hio.
a mem ber of th e Hou se of Rep resentatives 1823·31 (18th -21st Cong resses) and
governor of th at sta te 1844-6. was apparent ly an attem p t to usc h is frec fran king
privilege whi ch had expired as 60 da ys had elapsed since Congress h ad adjou rned .
H owever . Mr. Bar tley still used " FREE M. BART LEY" o n his cover. It is p ossibl e
th at he was unaware of its expi ra tion or it is po ssib le tha t eve n th en there was a
li ttle dishonest y among polit ician s. This latter su pposition may be th e reason his
cover was no t mailed in Mansfield - the postmaster th ere wou ld be aware of th e
above fact. H is unadd ressed lett er was given to a post rider with either wri tt en or
ora l ins tructions as to its forwardi ng fro m Cleve land. If hi s letter had been
enclosed in a cove r envelope 01 ' wrapper th ere wou ld be no "VAY on it s face .
Note th ere is no charge for suc h ser vice. The ra te was l c a t this time and. as Mr .
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Bartley's letter was fr ee . th e postrider simply marked it "W ay." Did Mr. Bar tley
assume that th e Cleve land office wou ld be u ni nform ed of hi s ill egal fra nk?

W he n th e lett er reached th e Cleveland office. a series of eve n ts took pl ace.
T he unaddressed lett er was deliv ered to the pos t offi ce by th e post ri de r with in 
structions ab out forward ing . If ad dressed to Mr. Alfred Kell ey. that" would h ave
caused no problem - Alfred was a prominent pu bli c servant. As ear ly as 1822 he had
been appointed on e of four members of the Can al Board to examine th e possibility
of a ca na l or cana ls from Lak e Eri e to th e Ohio Ri ve r. Mr . Kell y's brother I ra was
postmaster at Cleveland.

U pon the arrival of th e cover . numerous new markings were made. Either th e
Postm aste r or an al ert clerk made the following not ations: th e " Free M. Bartley"
was cross ed out-s-I assume with black ink; "Fow 'd from Cd .... "60 Days exp ired
July 26," " lzt~," and a double boxed "Cleaveland Aug . 6" were a ll added in red .
T he cover was then addressed to Alfred Kell ey at Massillon in black ink. probably
by hi s bro ther Ira, who pa id th e postage due 12Y2 being th e correct ra te from Mans
fie ld to Massill on (81-150 mil es). If Mr . Bartley's FREE was legal . h is letter could
have been forwarded fr ee regardl ess of th e nu mber of times i t was forw arded. All
he had to do was to address h is ma il " Mr. Alfred Kell ev, Cleveland , 0 ." with a
not a tion " Postmaste r . P lease forward ." H e d id no t do so- he did not address h is
lett er to Ira Kell y becau se whe n it was forwarded to Alfred . there wou ld be a
cha nge in th e nam e of th e ad dressee. and his frank wou ld be invali d. I ra could not
use hi s fr ee fra nk as po stmast er. T he letter a lready had an ill egal fra nk.

T h is unusual cove r shows fou r different handwritings and four different ink
markings: th e "Way" by the postrider, th e "Free" by Bartley. th e address by Ira.
and th e postal ma rkings by a postal clerk. In Ohio hi stories th e nam e Kell y is
spell ed both " Kelly" and " Ke lley." A most in teresting cover with numerous de
ducti ons-an ill egal FREE. an hon est Postm aster and an a ler t Clerk.

Now to resume the original answer: -

Th e franking privilege was extende d by law to certain "officers of the
United States." These included:

. . . Eac h postmaster . provided each of hi s letters or pac kets sha ll not exceed half an
ou nce in weight. Eac h member of the Senate. and eac h member and delegat e of
th e H ouse of R ep resentatives of the Cong ress of the Uni ted Sta tes . . . (Act of
March 3. 1825. Sec. 27. Post Office La w . Iu s/m e/ions and Forms, \Vashington.
1825, P: 15). .

These privileges in th e case of memb ers of Congress were subj ect to certain
restrictions as outlined in Instruction XV (Ibid ., p. 43):

2. If a member fra nks a letter. and de posi ts it in th e po st-office o n th e sixtieth
da y after the end of a sessio n of Congress, such letter is to be con veyed fre e. al
though it shou ld not leave suc h post-offi ce unt il a fter th e member 's p ri vilege
ceases.

3. So, if a letter is pu t into a pos t-office addressed to a member of Congress
wh ile hi s p ri vil ege is iu fo rce. it is to be conveyed to h im free . alt ho ug h he does not
receive it until after th e pri vilege-ceases. If the lett er is in th e fi rst instance d ul y
marked fr ee, it is no t to be afterwards ch arged with postage. And if a lett er be
mailed befor e the pr ivilege comme nces . bu t is not taken ou t of the office . until
a fter the p r ivil ege commences. the postage sho uld not be charged .

4. No mem ber ca n frank or receive his letters free du ring th e session of
Cong ress . unless he aet';1 a lly a ttends. Hi s privilege to frank exte nds to six ty days be
for e and after th e session .

Footnote 3, on the same page, applicable to memb ers of Congress (and certain
others) further specifies that they

May not frank or receive free lett ers and pac kets weighin g more th an two ounces.
exce p t pu b lic docu ment s prin ted by order of Congress. wh ich mu st be endorsed
"pub lic documents," and on ly during actua l a tte nd ance , and for six ty da ys previ
ous to . and after the expiration of. each sessio n. Their newspap ers free for the
same periods.

Mordecai Bartley, whose frank appears at the upper right, was a repre
sentative to Congress from the Mansfield area of Ohio (Richland County) and
served in the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st Congresses-March 4, 1823 to March 3,
1831. The first session of the 20th Congress extended from December 3, 1827
to May 26, 1828. Under the laws and regulations quoted above, the 60 days had
expired on July 26. Since the letter was datelined July 29 and postmarked
Augu st 6, Bartley's frank was invalid. The reason for disallowing the frank
was properly noted by the Cleveland postmaster. Mrs. Stultz assigns a sinister
motive to Bartley (by analogy to present examples) and insists he was de-
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liberately attempting to defraud the post office . Parts of her phoned analysis
have been deleted.

Some other aspects of the cover can be explained from the contents and
the handwriting. The letter states that Bartley is directing it to the addressee's
"brother in Cleaveland." Only the words "Free/M. Bartley" and "Alfred Kelley
Esquire" are in Bartley's hand (Mrs. Stultz dissents from this , believing the
writing differs) , and were on the letter when Bartley handed it to a postrider,
or whatever, with oral instructions to give it to the postmaster at Cleveland.

The Cleveland postmaster at this time was Irad Kelley, who served from
December 31, 1817 to April 15, 1829. He was, of course, the brother referred to
in the letter and it was he who supplied the address. He also made the notations
in red ink: "ford from Cd.," and "60 Days expired/July 26." Perhaps Bartley did
think that postmaster Kelley might wink at the invalid frank rather than make
his brother pay the postage. If so, Bartley was mistaken.

Clev

ron

ton
Q

_~~ai.llon ~'Canton

\
Polivar •

I

7
anal rover

Coshocton •
(RoscoejJ

to Jsrrouth

On the contrary, Kelley adhered to a strict interpretation of the regulations.
From the sketch map it may be seen that from Mansfield to Cleveland to Mas
sillon is the long way round. The rates were lOc for 30 to 80 miles and 12V2c for
80 to 150 miles. Correct postage from Cleveland to Massillon was lOc; the 12V2c
rate charged represents postage for 130 miles from Mansfield to Cleveland and
Cleveland to Massillon. The way aspect of the letter justified collection of the
rate for the full distance, as if it had been carried over the whole route in the
mails.

But why was no lc way fee included? Instruction III ·from the 1825 regula
tions (p. 27) states:

I. Way-letters are such letters as a mail carrier receives on hi s way between
two post-offices, and which he is to deliver at the fir st post-office at which he
arrives. You are to inquire of th e carrier at what pl aces he received them, and.
rate them with postage fro m th ose places to the office s to which they are di 
rected. writing against th e rate the word way .
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and in addition:

4. You are to pay the post-rider one cent for each way-letter which he de
livers to you. and add that cent to the ordinary postage on the letter.

In some cases the individual carrying the mail did not claim the way fee;
evidently it was not claimed on this letter. But there are stranger inconsistencies.
If Bartley did indeed hand the letter to a mail carrier on or about July 29, the
carrier would surely have reached the "first post-office" long before traveling
the 75 miles from Mansfield to Cleveland. In fact, no one carrier would make
the whole trip. And even in 1828 it could not take eight or nine days to traverse
75 miles .

There has to be another explanation and thanks to a hint from Bob Toth
I've worked out a tentative hypothesis that, because of the peculiar circum
stances of this letter and the individuals involved, is not as far-fetched as it
might otherwise seem.

An Ohio Canal Commission had been set up in 1822 and work on the Ohio
Erie Canal was begun in 1825. Alfred Kelley was one of the Commissioners and
the single individual most responsible for the completion of the Ohio canal sys
tem. The first section of the canal was inaugurated on July 4, 1827, by the open
ing trip of 38 miles from near Akron to Cleveland. During the spring and
summer of 1828 the next section between Akron and Massillon was under
construction and by mid-summer it was nearing completion. The first trip over
this section was made by a boat arriving from Akron at Massillon on August 25,
1828, with the Canal Commissioners abroad. These events were, of course, oc
casions for great public celebration.

During this period Kelley was frequently in Massillon and other sites along
the construction route, supervising the work and assessing progress. His location
changed often and was uncertain. What if Bartley gave his letter to a private
citizen rather than a mail carrier-someone who was going to one of the towns
on the canal route? Alfred Kelley might have been at Akron or one of the
intervening stations and, if so, the letter could be given him directly.

Bartley would surely have mailed the letter at Mansfield in care of Irad
Kelley at Cleveland unless he had a reasonable expectation that the person
carrying the letter might encounter Alfred Kelley on route. The assumption,
therefore, is that this traveler journeyed part of the way to Cleveland by canal
boat-whether as a passenger or as someone involved in construction. Not lo
cating Alfred Kelley, he took the letter to the Cleveland post office, so that an
address could be supplied as the text of the letter suggests. The lack of address
prevented him from merely depositing the letter at the Cleveland post office,
as usually occurred with letters carried out of the mails. Under the circumstances
no way fee was claimed, but the traveler was undoubtedly asked where the let
ter originated; the notation "Way" explained the rate charged.

This theory probably cannot be proved, but it does account for most of the
odd features of this cover. Further research may establish Kelley's exact move
ments and whereabouts during July and August of 1828. At any rate, Bartley
would not have sent the letter as he did, if Alfred Kelley's involvement in the
canal project had not made his address indefinite.

In addition to his service in Congress, Bartley held several other offices,
He was in the Ohio Senate 1817-8 and was Governor of Ohio 1844-6. He de
clined to run for reelection and returned to farming. He died in 1870 at 87. The
directory listed below is an extremely valuable reference for information about
members of Congress and some other federal officers. Anyone interested in franks
will find it most useful. It may be ordered from the Superintendent of Documents
(92-1; Sen. Doc. 8 @ $15.75); the usual caveat about delay applies.
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PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
The puzzling cover shown in Figure 2 was submitted by member Judah

Landes of Palo Alto. It is a small lad y's envelope postmarked in red NEW PAID
YORK I8/DEC/I8 (1866), and is addressed to St. Galle, Switzerland. The French
double circle transit postmark in orange red reads 3 ETATS-UNIS 3 SERVo
BRIT. CALAIS/i/JANV.j67. There is also a boxed P. D. in orange red . On the
reverse is the postmark of ST. GALLE + /2/JANV. 67/2A "in black.

/

.r
'1 "'k .~ "

UiA.4-'- u!-I,_

Fllure 2

The cover bears a 30c orange (Scott #71), cancelled by a socked-on-the
nose BALTIMORE double circle in blue, dated JUL 21 '65. Although the post
mark extends past the edges of the stamp, no trace of it appears on the en
velope. Obviously this stamp was not on this enve lope when it was cancelled
small wonder, since the date in the Baltimore postm ark is nearly 1~ yea rs befor e
the date the envelope was mailed . Nevertheless the stamp is t ied by both the
New York and French postmarks. The ties are incontrovertibly genuine.

So the questions are: what is the stamp doing on the envelope? ' Vas it used
twice? Was it accepted for postage on this letter? If it was not, what did th e
sender expect to accomplish by affixing it? Was the postage prepaid, and how?
WRITING ON COVERS
The following remarks have been excerpted from an article by Arth ur J. Warms ley in

C. P . S. News (Conn.) for Decem ber 1973 and are in clu ded here a t the su gges tio n of Vin
Vaicekauskas. The p robl ems discussed are imp ortant , but wh at alterna tives are ava ilab le to the
deal er or collector? Your suggest ions and commen ts will be welcom e.

Most cover collectors give the same attention to their wa res that coin col
lectors do. They think as much of their 50-cent covers as th e five dollar covers .
The one practice I abhor is the habit of penciling the pri ce and oth er bits of
information on the face of the cover. True, it is done almost un iversally, but
that does not make it acceptable. Th ere is really no excuse for defacing a cover,
no matter what its value. In many cases the marks are difficult to remove, and
sometimes it is not adviseable to erase them. If the entire surfa ce is soiled, an
erasure here would mean that the whole face of the cover would have to be
cleaned.

The practice of writing on a cover should be discouraged for many other
reasons. The price paid for a cover should remain confidential, if indeed not a
secret matter between the owner and the dealer. Chances are the price will not
remain the same even one year later .. . nothing ever does today.

Actually writing on the back of a cover is to be considered just as bad,
especially if there are postal markin gs present. And I know of one collector who
uses a rubber stamp for identification purposes.
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One dealer declared that his pencil mark could easily be removed . . . the
same can be said of some cancellations . It should be noted here that a great
deal of the value would also be removed. Sometimes erasures show up in ultra
violet light, and on a valuable cover this could raise serious questions regarding
alterations.

Covers should never b e mounted with hinges, nor should any kind of ad
hesive be used. The use of corner mounts allows for ready inspection.

Most soiled covers should be left that way, and under no conditions should
a cleaning solution be used. Creases or folds are almost impossible to remove.
Steaming and ironing can cause damage. Some collectors cut away tom ed ges
to make a cover more attractive. This can be tolerated if not too much is cut
away, and if a stamp or marking is not cut into. Remember, a whole stamp on a
damaged cover is bet ter than a damaged stamp on what appears to be a
whole cover.

It's your collection, and nobody is going to tell you what or how to collect.
I repeat ; both dealers and collectors would do well to heed the above hints.
Remember, someday your collection might be up for sale, and th e things men
tioned here might well be factors in determining its valu e.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: "Last g Rows" of 5 -2 for special
showing. Here is an opportunity to unload
your "dogs" and duplicates. Will pay up to
25% Scotts' for each clear clean complete
margin-sharp impressions only. Send stamps
arid asking price to R. B. Moyer , ~ Grand
view Blvd., Reading, Pa. 19609.

WANTED: PAID cancels on 3c 1861 issue.
Covers pre ferred. Send priced. Daniel
Knowles, 3720 Blackstone Ave., Bronx, N.Y.
10463.

COVERS: Postmarked from our 11 Western
States, and Dakota before 1890. Have dup
licates an d other covers carrying # 10, 11,
25 & 26. Will trade or buy. Harry L. Fine ,
2114 E. Balsam Ave ., Mesa , Arizona 85204.
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 Whit. Oek Ridge Roed

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
192
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
Sen An.elmo, Ceo94960 USPCS

CSA
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THE H. R. HARMER ORGANIZATION

The Only International Stamp Auctioneers

•
Recommended by

TRUST DEPARTMENTS, LAWYERS, EXECUTORS,

BENEFICIARIES, FOUNDATIONS, CHARITABLE

ORGANIZATIONS, AND PHILATELISTS (AMATEUR

AND PROFESSIONAL) THROUGHOUT THE WORLD

•
H. R. HARMER, LTD.

P. O. BOX 4Ell

41 NEW BOND STREET

LONDON, Wl, ENGLAND

H. R. HARMER PTY, LYD.
SUITE 3, 5th FLOOR

PARK HOUSE, 187 MACQUARIE ST.

SYDNEY 2000, AUSTRALIA

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th St.

New York, N. Y. 10036
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