




BOOKS ON U. S. CLASSICS
THE COLONIAL POSTS IN THE UNITED STAUS OF AMERICA 1606·1783 by Kay Horowi cz
& Robson Lowe. The postal histo ry of the thirteen American Colonies and the Floridas
well illus trated by five maps of the period, sixteen' letters-including the earliest know~
example in North America bearing a postal endorsement-with other illustrations of the
ma ny ha nds truck ma rkings . ------------------C £ 1.75.) $4.50

ST. VINCENT to FLORIDA by Walter Skrine. Reporting the dis covery of the Stamp of
Pensacola in 1772, at that time cap ital of the British possession West Florida, and re
vealing the carriage of ma il from St. Vincent to Florida also via Boston and New York,
as well as by way of Pensacola . Photo and line illustrations. (25p.) $1.25

THE UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS OF THE 19th CENTURY by Lester G. Brookman.
This work in three volumes (864 pages and index) gives a detailed study of the stamps
issued in th is period, plus cancellations, special printings, essays and proofs, fully illus
trated in photogravure on art paper. ---------------------- --------------------------------- -------J £11.) $30.

THE PRIVATE LOCAL POSTS OF THE UNITED STATES, by D. S. Patton . A history of the posts,
which competed with the U.S.P.O. or were supplementary posts, with a detailed descrip
tion of both handstamps, and the adhesives, reprints and forgeries . Limited Edition .

(£9.) $25.

BOYD'S LOCAL POSTS by D. S. Patton . A history of four posts which served New York
City 1844-1882 w ith a detailed description of the fifty postage stamps issued with the
data requ ired to identify the 20 reprints and 39 forger ies . Also envelopes, ban k notices
and cancellations. 154 illustrations. .--------- ----------------------------C £1.75.) $4.50.

THE LOCAL POSTS IN BROOKLYN by D. S. Patton . A detailed study of these New York
Posts between 1844-1882. The major chapter deals with Brooklyn City Express Post and
eight other posts receive comparable treatment dealing with their stamps, flaws and
forgeries accompanied by 29 illustrations. J £ 1.05.) $3.

ALL AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM

THE LITERATURE DEPARTMENT, ROBSON LOWE LTD.,

AT THE NEW ADDRESS:

THE AUCTION HOUSE, 39 POOLE HILL,
BOURNEMOUTH BH2 5PX, ENGLAND

OR FROM: HJMR CO., BOX 308, NORTH MIAMI, FLORIDA

FINE AMERICAN STAMPS ARE REGULARLY OFFERED IN OUR LONDON

BOURNEMOUTH-BASLE AUCTIONS. SEND FOR SPECIMEN CATALOGUE TO

ROBSON LOWE LYD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 915 410

V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31 The

Collectors sending properties for sale can avoid British Value Added Tax complications
by adding our V .A.T. number on the outside of the package. If sending by freight (air
or surface) please secure the appropriate labels from us before sending.
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SELECTED
3c 1851 COVERS

# 10-V. F. copy, neatly tied by do uble strik e of Green "LYNCHBURG, VA." post-
mark on Blue Fo lde d Lettersh eet da ted Apr. 12, 1852. Quite Attractive $65

# 1o-v. F.•S., Black 7-bar gri d not tied , on Blue Folded Lettershee t da te line
"Baltimore, Md." "J uly 2, 1851" 2nd Day of Use, a Lovely Cover. $65

# 10 & 15L14, Both V. F. tied by Sharp Blue PHILADELPHIA, PA. pos tmark on
V. F. Blue Folded Lettersheet dated "Aug. 21, 185 1." Very Attractive. .$75

# l l-V. F.-S., Brilliant Color , tied by Blue "SKANEATELES, N. Y." socked on the
Nose Cancel on a Superb Envelope. A Geml $25

# Il-V. G.-F., tied by double st rike of circular Paid 3 in Red, "BALTIMORE, MD.
Red C.O.S., manuscript "By Southern Mail," on Fine Enve lope w ith Or iginal
Letter dated "Apr. 30, 1852." A Beauty $35

# Il-V. F.-S. copy, tied by Black May 5 New York postmar k on small w hite
en ve lope. Strike of Black Straightl ine "Held for Postage." Backstam ped APR
29 New York, date line on lette r Apr. 26 , 1856 . Interesting & Unusual. $35

# Il-V. F., tied by Green 7-bar g rid, Green "AMSTERDAM, N. Y." 1853, post-
mar k o n V. F. White Envelope. Pretty. $50

# ll-V. G.-F. copy, tied by Green "HOLLAND PATENT, N. Y." postmark on tiny
white Lad ies Envelope with Letter, Cute . $65

# 11-Superb, tied by Black Grid; Black "ABINGTON, MASS." postmark on
Phonography, Art of Writing by Sound, Advertising Cover. Interesting and
Lovely. $65

# 1O-V. F.-S., Brilliant Color with Partial Engraven Imprint in Left Sheet Margin,
Red "GENESEO, N.Y." pos tmark, tied by Red Grid on Blue Folded Letter-
sheet; date line Aug . 18, 185 1. Rare and Nice. $125

# Il-V. G.-F., Horizontal Pair, tied by Vivid Black "NEW YORK-SHIP" May 9
Circular Hand stamp; wit h Blue Oval Stmr. "SIERRA NEVADA / VIA NICA·
RAGUA / ADVANCE OF THE MAILS" Handstamp. Very Scarce and a
Beauty. .. . $500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References

Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, publish ed quarterly In Feb., May, Au g. , and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic ClassIcs
Society, Inc.. at 2030 Glenmont Av e .. N. W., Canton, Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio 44711 and additional mailing office . Subscription pri ce $14 .00. Print ed in U.S .A.
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IN MEMORIAM

LEON C. FORCHEIMER

1906-1974

Ho w swiftly th e sands run-these words, use d for years in the Chairman's
Chatter by Lester Do wning, accompa nied the notice of his death in the last
issue of Th e Chronicle. Now, once again, they are appropriate . Leon C. F or
chei me r, who succeede d Lester as ed itor of th e Chair man's Chatter, died sud
denly on October 7, 1974, at Houston , Texas, from a heart attack.

Leon Cecil F orcheim er was born in New Orl ean s on May 14, 1906, and he
grew up in the same neighborhood with fellow members Raymond and Roger
Weil l, Hi s bo yho od interests include d sports, especially baseb all , and collecting
stamps- with baseb all lead ing th en. In 1921 at age fift een he talked his way into
a job as sports write r with the New Orleans Stat es, a move which sta rted
him on a career spanning more than fift y years in ne wspa per journalism. In
1938 he left th e States and joined the staff of Racin g Form which illustrates his
continuing lifelong interest in sports. Later, he moved to Houston, Texas, wh ere
he met and mar ried Opal Nan ny in 1947. H e ea rned a Bachelor of Science degree
at th e Universi ty of Houston. In 1948 Leon we nt to work for th e old Houston
Press, tran sferring in 1964 to T he Houston Post where he rema ine d as copy editor
an d stamp columnist un til his retirement in 1972.

About 1940 Leon resumed his interest in stamps and took his collection
along with him whe n he wen t into the Arm y during World War II . He served
three yea rs in the South Pacific-perhap s the only active stamp collector on
Gua da lcanal! Over th e years Leon built an impor tant stamp collection and was
widely kno wn for his knowledge and expertise on U. S. stamps and postal history.
His fir st love was his magnificen t collect ion of "one cen t blues" which was ex
hibited widely an d won many ma jor awards , includi ng in 1967, th e T.P.A.
Grand Awa rd at Houston, th e A.P.S. med al, and the B.l.A. Awa rd; at Houpex
1972, the Reserve Grand Awa rd, the J.C .M. Cryer Awa rd for b est 19th Ce ntury
U.S., and the A.P.S. med al; at Southwestpex 1972, the Reserve Grand Award ;
and many others.

At Williamsburg in 197.'3 Leon received his most cherishe d honor, the Lester
G. Brookman Cup for distingui shed service to the U. S. Philat elic Classics Society.
He has b een editor of the Chairman's Chatter for the pa st seven ye ars and both
the high quality of his effo rts and the Brookman Cup attest to Mort Neink en's
wisdom in recruiting Leon for thi s important task. He has also serve d th e Society
as Director for th e past four yea rs.

Leon has an enormous host of devoted friends throughout the philatelic
world . Hi s geni al personality an d kind-hearted good will we re summed up in
the words of a mutual friend wh o observed, "I never knew anyone who disliked
Leon or had an unkind word for him." Since Leon 's reti rement, the Forcheimers
and th e Cryers have att ende d dozens of stamp shows in Texas and elsewhere.
spreading th e "Frien dsh ip through Phil ately" phil osoph y. Also, for some years ,
Leon has ably assis ted Jim an d Cori ta Cryer in planning an d holding th e famed
"Por t Lavaca Par ty" each July. All of us who knew and loved Leon will feel a
deep void in our lives.

In addition to U.S.P.C.S. and T .P.A., Leon was a member of many local and
national philat elic organiza tions. He is surv ived by his b eloved wife Opal ; a
siste r, Mrs. Ralph P. Gallagher, of Bound Brooks, N. J.; and a brother, Benjamin
Forcheim er , of New Orlea ns, La.

Hubert C. Skinn er
T he Ch ro n icle / No vember 1974 / Vol. 26. No .4 197



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
RAILROAD ROUTE AGENT MARKINGS FOUND WITH 5-CENT AND 1a-CENT
1847 STAMPS ON COVER

CHARLES L. TOWLE

This article is the first of a series dealing with covers with route agent
markings incorporating the designations "RR" or "Railroad." Though rou te
agents used other design ations, such as "Mail Line," "U.S. Express Mail ," and
various wat erway markings, we will be concerned only with postm ark s explicitly
indica tin g railroad mail use. Th is intro duc tory article pr esents a tabulation of
such markings used with 5-cen t an d lO-cent 1847 stamps that is more complete
than any previous effort.

The table in th is article summarizes all instances of such use un covered
to date; it includes only those covers which show a railroad route agent mark
ing as th e only indication of origin. If a town markin g also appears on a cover
indicating its ori gin, th e cover is not listed as a railroad mail cover. There are a
few covers that in addi tion to town postm ark s also carry "Baltimore R.R." or
"Philade lphia R.R." straight-line route agent markin gs. Th ese covers are not in 
clud ed in th e table because the D irectory of 1847 Covers being compiled by Mr .
Creighton Hart and Mrs. Susan McDonald will list such covers b y town post 
mark, ignoring the probabl y secondary rail marking.

:?ffr~ '
(d~

QJ?Lt~

WILMINGTON & RAUIGH RAILROAD -'mork ond windmill conc" on 5c 1147 CO"• •

Th e compilation lists 36 rou te age nt designations so far noted and totals
to 300 .S-cent covers and 40 l Ovcent covers. Markings for all of these routes are
descr ibed and illustrated in United States Railroad Postma rks 1837 to 1861 bv
C. W. Remele, and for refer enc e purposes the compilation shows Rernele's cata
log number of each separate listing.

Following the Remele ca talog number , the next two columns list the total
number of 5-cent and 10-cent covers recorded for each route. Na turallv th c
relative scarcity of the lO-cent cover resu lts from th e postal rat e basis making
lOc the rat e for covers carr ied over 300 miles or weighin g over ~ ounce. It also
should be born e in mind in using thi s list th at use of .S-cent an d lO-cent postage
stamps on mail was not obliga tory, and some authorities have estimated that
about 90%of mail receiving route agent markin gs in this period would bc of th e
stampless variety.
\98 The Chronicle I Novemh er \974 I Vol. 26. No.4



The final column on th e right of the table lists the number of color slides
of each type of route agent marking recorded by Mr. Hart and available through
him for research study by USPCS members. Many of the covers listed also were
illustrated in auction catalogs.

Th e initial serious study of railroad postmarks was carried on by Dr.
Carroll Chase, and, in his series of articles in the Philatelic Gazette 1914 to 1916,
a tot al of 22 of these markings were listed . For benefit of researchers these were
items 3-5, 7-9, 11, 12, 14-17, 19, 20, 22, 24-26, 28, 29, 33 and 36 in th e table.

LIST OF RAILROAD ROUTE AGENT M ARKIN GS FOUND ON COV ER
WITH 5 CENT AND ' 10 CENT 1847 POSTAGE STAM PS

Item Agent Ma rking Rem ele 5 Cent 10 Cent Color
No . Railroad Catalog No , 1847 Cover s 1847 Covers Slides

I Albany and Buffalo A 2 17 9
2 A. & St. L. & A. & Kenbk. A 6 I I
3 Augusta & At lanta A 7 I
4 Baltimore R.R . B I 14 5 6
5 Bait. & Ohio B 2 6 3 2
6 Balt . & Susqueh anna B 3 2 I
7 Boston & Albany B 8 31 3 20
8 Boston & Fitchburg B I I 5 I
9 Boston & Maine B 12 6 4

IO Concord & Montreal C 25 4 I
I I Eastern E 3 28 2 13
12 Housatonic (inc.H R R) H 4 9 5
13 Little Miami L 6 I I
I4 Long Island L 7 16 3
15 Mad River & Lake Eri e M I 4 3
16 Madison & Indian apolis M 2 15 6
17 Michigan Centra l M 5 17 9
18 Naugatuck N 3 2 I
19 New Haven & Gre enfield N 5 3 2
20 New York & Eri e N 12 4 I
21 New York & H arlem N 13 I
22 New York & New Haven N 14 6 3
23 New York & Philadelph ia N 15 24 2 12
24 Northern (N .H .) N 20 24 2 14
25 Norwich & Worcester N 23 IO 6
26 Philad elphia P 6 22 3 7
27 Phila, & Columbia P 8 2 2
28 Providence & Worcester P 16 2 I
29 Richmond R 7 3 2
30 Troy & Rutland T 3 I I
31 Troy & Whiteh all T 4 2 I I
32 Vermont & Massachusetts V 2 4 I I
33 Washington W I 4 2 I
34 Washington & Phila. W 2 I
35 Western & Atlantic W 4 2 2 2
36 Wilmington & R ale igh W 7 6 8 3

Total 300 40 145

A word of caution to the collectors of railroad markings and 1847-51 period
covers: very few railroad covers have been expe rtized and th e fact that a cer
tain route marking is included here doe s not establish th at such a cover is
genuine . Railroad markings are a very popular group of postmarks , and when
found on covers with the 5-cent 1847, and especially with th e lO-cent 1847,
command very high prices and a featured position in collections and auction
catalogs. This has created to a minor degree some "manufacturing" of covers to
meet the price demand, and it is recommended th at all collectors acquiring
1847 railroad covers at respectable cost s first take the insurance of having covers
examined and approved by experts. Only a very sma ll percentage of "manu
factured" covers exist, but education and illustr ation by responsible stamp so
cieties is definitely need ed . Of thos e routes listed in the compilation , "manu
Iactured" items have been recorded in the pa st with markings of Baltimore RR
Hous atonic RR, Long Island RR, Michigan Central RR, New York & Philadel
phia RR, Philadelphia and Columbia RR, and Wilmington & Raleigh RR, but
The Chronicle / November 1974 / Vol. 26. No .4 199



by no means should thi s problem discourage th e interested collector from acquir
ing and enjoying th is fin e group of railroad covers. Only care is required: just
as it is in purch asing gems, coins , rare bo oks, art works or any item of consider 
able collectibility.

WILMINGTON & IlALlIGH IlAILILOAD mlrklng on COY" with IDc 1147 Ind Honour', 10ClI.

In th e opinion of th e writer all 1847 covers with railroad age nt mark ings
have not been recorde d yet. Markings from certain routes such as th e following
should exist:

Connecticu t Ri ver RR Pen nsy lva nia RR
Lo u isa R . Road Pe te rsb urg & R oan oke R R
N. H aven & Bellow s Fa lls RR Providence and Sto ni ngton RR
N. H aven & Springfie ld RR Rich mond & Petersburg RR
Nor the rn RR of Ne w Yor k Wilm ingto n RR (De laware)

Future articles will explore thi s subject, as well as variation in occurrence on
known routes, dist ribution of 5-cent and lO-cent stamps to ra ilroad route agents ,
agent assignme nts and manuscript route agent mark ings.

It hardly needs sayi ng th at the U.S. Philat elic Classics Society and all postal
historians owe a debt of gratitude to Creighton Hart-edit or for the past ten
years of the 1847-51 section of th e Chronicle. Mr. Hart has pati entl y and meticu
lousl y recorded data on on-cover use of the 5-cent an d 10-cent 1847 issue for
many yea rs. He has amassed a file of valua ble inform ation with considerable
photographic ver ifica tion th at will provide a tremend ous research aid to fu
ture postal history stu dents. On e of the by-products of thi s notable endeavor is
a fairl y comprehensive gras p of the use of railway rou te agent markin gs on
covers bearing th ese two stamps.
CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS
FOR YOUR PHILATELIC FRIENDS

PERFORATION BOOK $5 postpaid

SILVER ANNIVERSARY BOOKLET $2 postpaid

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THREE CENT 1857 PERFORATED STAMPS (S4) FROM PLATE 11
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

PLATE 11 EARLY
This is the "siste r" plate to Plat e 10 Early. It wa s manufactured at the

same tim e, in early July 1857. The ear liest recorded date of use is July 29, 1857.
It suffered from the same defect as did Plate 10 Early, being insufficiently
hardened, which led to early and sever e wear. Both plates were taken out of
use in the Spring of 1858 and re- entered in an attempt to de ep en th e impressions.

Plate 11 E arl y was entere d with th e new six relief transfer roll. All of
the stamps printed from it ar e Type IIa with discontinuous vertical frame lines
and no top or bottom fram e lines. Dr. Carroll Chase est ima te d that approximately
5,000,000 stamps were produced from Plate 11 Early, making th em somewh at
more scarce than stamps from Plat e 10 Early.

The Imprint and Plate Number
The imprint is about l )~mm from th e stamps of the left pan e and about 2mm

from thos e of the right pan e. The contractor eliminated the name "Casilear"
from th e imprint die by rocking in th e right side of the imprint transfer roll
first, an d th en the left side, skipping the name "Casilear," so th at it now reads
"Tappan, Carpenter & Co. BANK NOTE E NGRAVERS, Phil a. Ne w York.
Boston & Cincinnati. " Traces of the "r" of "Casilear" rem ain , taking th e form of
a colon in front of the "&" on th e left imprint. On th e right imprint th ere is a
colon at the sam e spot, but th e top dot is double.

The plat e number is a sha de over )~mm from th e left imprint and a little
less than }fmm from th e right imprint. It reads "N° 11."

Stamps sho wing substantial traces of the imprint ar e decidedl y scarce,
thi s author having a record of but 11 examples . Stamps showing th e plate numher
are rar e. Only two examples are kno wn , both from the right pane.

Figure I. ILl1(e). Showing the guide dot et UR end Figure 2. 1Lll(i). AI a result of the r.-entry. th .
the distindive repair of the damaged "A" relief. frame lines have turned " fuzzy." There is now a dou

ble tranlfer in the UL ros.lle and the upper label .
The Chronicle / November 1974 / Vol. es, No .4 201



figure 3. 10Ll1 (e). Anothe r repe lre d UAU relief wlih
a relelively hea vy center line closer to the stomps of
Ihe left pone then Ihose of the right pone.

Figu re 4. 10Ll1(1). A. I. cherederlltl. of thlo Itet. of
the plate, th e f rame linel ha ve become " fuzzy" while
the rig ht frame line and cen ter line are noti ceably
fa inler Ihan Ihey w ore on 10L11(e).

The Cente r Line
T he center line is single an d a bit stron ger than the fram e lines of the

stamps on either side of it. It is considerab ly nearer the stamps of th e left pane
at the top and a b it nearer th e stamps of the right pane at the bottom. The spac
ing between the panes is a little over I J:\mm.

Spacing and Alignment
The spacing is moderately wide and nearl y regu lar . The alignme nt shows

the same odd fact noted on Plat e 10. Every vertica l row is higher than th e
one to its left except in a few instances wh ere they are about even. In oth er
words, no vertical row is eve r higher than its neighbor on th e right.

F1,ure S. 1911(e). 11Ie double repelr of the " AU ....
lief. The lines through Ihe UTU of THREE and un der
Ihe LL diamond block ere a de fe ct on Ihe pholo,
graph and are not on the sta mps .

Figure 6. 1911(1). Agoln, Iv...., *'-- "_ and •
new double Iransfer cher.ct..l. e th i. Itete of th e
double rep air.
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Flgur . 7. 7OR11(.) . Th. top " "mp In the v.rtical row
of four with double left f rame linel.

Flgur. e. 7ORI1(i). Th. Interm"'late It l t. of the 11m.
position. The double frame line s are faint er 'h an in
the e.rly It.te . Thil wide left marg in Ihowl the ex
trem . d istanc e between 69R an d 70R.

Guide Dots
Guide dots are found at the upper right corner of every stamp in the

top row of each pane. It is not known whether the dots at the upper left of lL
and IR (as described by Dr. Chase) exist. Likewise, no guide dots have been
observed at the lower right corn er of stamps in the sixth horizontal row of th e
left pane, althoug h such dots do exist on this row of th e rig ht pane as follows:
55, 56, 57, 58, 59R. At least some of these missing dots were probably covered
by the stamp design when it was entered on the plate.

flgur. 9. IORI1(. ). Th. I . cond " amp with a doubl.
f.ft frante line. This exa mple also s howl 'h e very
wide Ipacing b.tw• • n 79R an d 80R.

flgur. 10. 1Olt11 (1). Ther. Is .Ither a I light I lip Dr
deuble tr ansfer on the right fr ame line opposite the
LR rose"e.

Double Tran sfers
There are at least 12 double transfers on the plate: 1, 7, 47, 57, 67, 77L; 2, 8,

60, 82, 86, 98R. On 57, 67 and 77L some of the rosettes are doub led about llmrn
to the right. The rosettes on 8R are slightly double d to the northwest . A sub-
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stantial part of the design of 98R is doubled to the right. This is particularly
noticeable in the lower rosettes , lower label and lower diamond blocks.

Figure 11. 9ORll!e). Even on the early Itate of this
position the outer left frame line is fa.nt and broken
along the lower three-fourthl of itl length.

Figure 12. 9ORII(I). The pOlltion h81 n<>w acquired
a Ilight double tranlfer in the UR rOle"e.

Recutting
In general, both frame lines are distinctly recut on both sides of all th e

stamps. However , th ey are never absolutely straight. They are single and clean
cut.

Figure 13. lDORII!e). The bo"om Itamp In the vertical
row showing double left frame llnes. In thil ease
the outer left frame line II faint and broken .Iong
the center of itl length.

Figure 14. lDORll (i). Thil marveioul jumbo copy
Ihows the Ilight double transfer which appeared on
th is state of the plate and the line of color below
the bottom label.

Four positions (70, 80, 90, 100R) have two left frame lines. On 70,. 80 and
100R, both are of equal weight and length. On 90R, th e extra line to th e left
begins to fade out as it proceeds down past th e bottom of th e upper left rosette,
although traces of it may be seen as low as th e lower left rosette.

The reason for dr awing in the extra fram e lines at this point on th e plate
was th e same as for th e extra frame lines on th e "three row" positions of Plat e 3.
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The second en try of the C, D, E, F reliefs in th is vertical row wer e not properly
aligned with the fir st entry of the A-F reliefs, resulting in more than normal
spa ce between these four stamps and tho se on th eir immediate left. The normal
spacing bet ween stamps was a shade over I lfmm; the space b etween these
four stamps and tho se to their left is almost 2mm. The extra lines were drawn
in to make th is extra wide spacing less noticeable.

Fi ve positions (6, 20, 29, 50, 98R) ha ve recut right inner lines , while 52
and 93R eac h have a short recut left inn er line. The recut inner line on 6R
runs from the bottom of th e upper right rosette to the top of the lower right
rosette, tho ugh it tends to fad e out a bit as it approaches th e lower righ t rosette.
The inner line on :20R tou ches the base of the upper right diamond block and
runs down past the lower right diamond block. The inner line on 29R begins
opposite the top of the top right diamond block and terminates at a point about
opposite the brid ge of W ashington 's nose. T he inner line on 59R is relatively
faint; it begins on a line opposite W ashington's mouth and runs down to a
point ab out opposit e th e middle of the lower right diamond block. 98R is a
very remarkable stamp. Th e inn er line run s from a point opposite the center
of the upper right rosette to a point opposite th e top of the lower right rosette.
In addition, the right frame line is split beginning at its top ; at the bo ttom
of the stamp the left branch of thi s split line runs into the lower right diam ond
block. Unfortunately, the au thor does not have an example of this stamp wh ich
is suitable for illustra tion. Our illustration of this position from th e intermediate
sta te, however , shows th ese characteri stics quite well.

Th e only left inn er lines recut on the plate are 52R and 93R. Both begin
at the b ase of the upper left rosette and run do wn to a point about opposite
Washington 's eyebrow. E uch is very ligh tly recut, the line on .52R being som e
what stronger than the one on 93R.

T he left frame line of ~m is peculiar in that it starts, not at the top of th e
up per left diamond block, but rather at the b ottom angle of the upper left tri
angle.

Figure 15. 20RII (e). Recut inner line at right. A wo rn
plate copy .

Figure 16. 2ORII (i). Sl igh t double tr ans'er in the UR
rosette.

"A" Reliefs
E very stamp in the top row of both panes has had the dam aged "A" re lief

repaired by recuttin g. A delicate vertical line defines the left edge of the dam
aged area, which is filled with do ts and short da shes, usually running from
NW to SE. In addition, lOR is one of the few examples of a dou ble repair , th e
small white area to the right of the large damage also being fill ed with do ts.
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"gur. 17. 2'llll(.). Recut I.....r li..a at rlghl. Figura 1•. 2tllll(1). loth Fr_a lin" ar. mora felnl
Ihan in Iha early .Iole and Ihe righl frame line i.
broken for a port ion of ils lenglh .

PLATE 11 INTERMEDIATE

Plat e 11 Intermediat e was crea ted when the early plat e was taken out
of production and re-entered in an attempt to correct the excessive wear which
began to appear as early as December 1857. It is believed that both Plat es 10
and 11 were re -entered at about the same time, in the Spring of 1858. However,
the earlies t recorded use of a stam p from Plat e 11 Intermediat e is Jul y 8, 1858,
whereas th e earliest use from Plat e 10 Intermediate is May 7, 1858. If re-en try
was made on both at the same time, it should be possible to find an example
from Plate 11 Intermediate with a dat e about two months pri or to the present
early date.

Approxima te ly 5,000,000 stamps were produced by Plat e 11 Interm edi at e.
They are all Type lIa with discontinuous vertical fram e line s.

FIgura 19. 50Rll(a). Recut innar nne at rlghl. The
right frame line is very faint for a portion of its
lenglh.

Figure 20. 501111(I). A.. axample of a badly worn
plale . The right Inner line and righl frame line have
virlually disappeared.
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fllure 21. 98Rll (;). A Yltfy remarkable Ita mp, sho w·
ing a maio r dou ble transfer in th e UR, LL and lR
rOI.II.s, th e bollom label and t he low er d iamond
blocks; a re cut inne r line at right ; ilnd a sp lit right
fra me lin • .

figu re 22. 67 111(e). Double tran sf.r In the UR, LL
and LR rosette• .

As previous ly expla ined when discu ssin g Plat e 10, the sole differenc es
between early and int erm ediate sta tes of both Plate 10 and Plat e 11 are
the result of the re-entry creat ing th e interm ed iat e state . Th ere was no addi
tional recutting on the plat e whe n thi s re-entry was mad e. Becaus e of thi s, th e
comments found und er the head ing "PLATE 11 EARLY" concerning the im
pri nts, plat e numbers, center line. spacing and alignment, and guide dots apply
equally to Plate 11 Interm ed iat e.

Figure 23. 96Rll (i). Doub le tra nl fer in lower rOl e lles ,
lower d iamo nd block s, low.r label and right frame
line .

Double Transfers

T he double transfers found on this plat e are 1, 7, 41, 47, 51, 57, 67, 77L; 2, 8,
10, 20, 60, 61, 71, 81, 82, 86, 88, 90, 92, 96, 98, lOOR.

Recutti ng
Since there was no ad ditiona l recutting on this plat e, the differences be

twe en it and the early state arise solely because of th e re-entry. Various methods
of distin guishing these differences were explained in Chronicle 81:19-23. One
of the pr imary ch aracteristics of Plat e 11 Intermedi ate is the fact that the
recut frame lines are often blurred , as ar e the recut inner lines. Tn addition,
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the recut inner lin es on 6R, 29R and 50R have becom e quite faint compared
to th eir counterparts on Plate 11 E arly. All of th e recut inn er lines, extra left
frame lines, and repaire d "A" reli efs described under "PLATE 11 E ARLY"
also appear on th e int ermediat e state, except th at th e left inner line on 93R
has disappeared, and th e one on 52R can only be seen on clearly printed cop ies.

Other Plating Marks
92L has a str ong dot of colo r in th e head .
35R contains the "Five Dots" flaw. There are five sma ll dots near th e upper

right rosette, four to th e left of the fram e line and one to th e right of th e lin e.
These appear to b e th e same as th e pit mark s found on other pl at es, which
quickly wo re away with use.

lOOR (see illu strati on) has a horizontal line of color 1 mm below th e bottom
label b lock th at begin s under th e "R" of THREE an d extends to th e "T" of
CENTS.

(Nex t installm ent: th e fabulous Plate 11 Late.)
55 MISPLACED RELIEF
Mr. J. A. Farrington has turned up what appears to be the first example of

a misp laced reli ef on th e Type II plates (see Fi gure A). Both stamps of thi s
ver tical pair are "E" reli efs. W e would be grateful for any further reports of
misplaced relie fs, since th ey will b e valuable plating tools .

Figur. A Figure B
PLATE 17
When Mr. Rob ert Hegland's article announc ing th e discovery of th e first

Plate 17 plate number appeared, we we re not ab le to illustrate it . It is shown
here as Figure B.
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QUANTITY OF ISSUE STATISTICS ON 51·53
ROBERT R. HEGLAND

Fi gure 1 shows a summa ry of the quantities issued for th e various Type 1
plat es as estima ted by Dr. Chase. Comparing the quantities of the imperforate
and perforated uses of these plates ha s resu lted in the inter esting percentages
shown in th e figure. While collectors have long recogni zed tha t perforated
copi es from the plates that wer e used primarily for the imperfora te issue are
relatively sca re , thi s collector wondered just ho w scare these were with inner
frame lines, that is, from plates 2L, 3, and 5L.

As can be seen from the figure, out of a random sample of 500 stamps
perforated and imper fora te that wer e printed fro m plates 0-8. there would be
only 50 copies that were perforated and, of these, only 2 would be from the plates
with inner fr ame lines.

Although there are many factors besid e qu antity of issue that mu st be
conside red in establishing a ca ta log listing or a realist ic price, it is int eresting to
note th e price for an oran ge-brown and th e price for th e lO-times scarcer
perforated with inn er lines. Have you ever seen one of the se offered in a spe
cialized collect ion at auction or in a specialized collection of the 3c I85I?

Plate Imperfor at e(Mi l lions) Perforat ed(Millions ) Total
No . with no

OB Ot her I nner Line Inner Line
..

0 4 .4 :• . 4
IE '? ':\ -. '.

L... • _ , ,- .. :)

11 4 .0 ~ . 0
lL 61 . 7 ~61. 7
2E 4 . 2 4 . 2
2L 85 .2 . 5 <3 5 . 7
3 77 . 9 . 5 73 .4
4 37 .6 7 .8 29 .0
5E 5 .1 5 .1
5L 20 .6 . 6 21 .2
6 21.2 7 .8 29 . 0
7 21. 2 15 .5 36 . 7
8 16 .9 6 .2 23 .1

Total 20 . 0 342 .3 1. 6 37 .3 401 .2
% 4. 99 85 . 32 .4 0 9 .29 100 .00

In500 25 427 2 46 500

'l'otal 362 .3 38 .9 401 . 2
% 90 . 31 9 . 69 100 .00

In5 00 452 48 500

Figure 1. Comparison of "tim. ted quantities of illue of pl.tel O~. ~

STAMP CODE
The sho r thand nota tion s used in this section for th e 3c stamp of 1851-57 are employed as

follows, th e cod e symbol to left of th e hyp hen and the Scott's U. S. Sp ecialized Cataloau e num -
her to rig h t of the hyphen : s»

THREE CENT5: 51-10; 52-I I (includ ing Pl at e [ La te orange bro wn); 53-25; S4·26A;
55-26. 51. 52 and 53 T ypes are : T ype l - recUl vertica l inne r lin es a t ri ght and left ; T ype
l A- inner lin e recut on ly at left ; T ype IB-inner lin e recu t only at right; T ype IC-no recut
in ner lin es.
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SUMMARY OF
DROP LmER AND CARRIER POSTAL RATES

New York City (1794-1885)
STEVEN M. ROTH, R.A. 1169

Elliott Perry has defined th e tenn "dr op letter" as follows: ". . . a letter
deposited in a post office for delivery in or from that post office to an addressee,
without being transmitt ed to ano ther pos t office for delivery:"! In the fore
going definition, the term deposited includes let ters that are placed or "dropped"
in the post office or which are collected from letter boxes and brought to th e
post office. " The tenn delivery includes letters that are handed to th e addressee
at the pos t office (i.e., over -the-counter ) and letters that are carrier -delivered
to a hom e or business from th e post office." Th e essential factor is that th e letter
is not transmitted from or to anothe r post office befor e it becomes available to
the addressee.

The rates charged for drop letters depended upon how such letters were
handled. If the letter passed through the post office (for over-the -counter
delivery or for hom e or business delivery from the post office ), then a drop
letter fee was due. If the lett er was carrier-delivered , too , a carrier fee was
also du e. If th e letter was handled only by the carrier dep artment (i.e., was
placed in a collection box for delivery to a home or business so that tech nically
it did not pass through the post office), then only a carrier fee was du e, and
no dro p letter charge was made."

Possible Combinations
A. Deposited in Post OHice:

I . Delivery to add ressee over-the -cou nter at the post of fice (d rop letter wi th no carrier
in volved) .

2. Delivery to a no ther post office (normal post al ra tes ap plicab le to out-of- to wn trans
mi ssion) .

3. Delive ry to addressee a t horn e or bu sin ess (d r op let ter with deli very by carrier from
post office or collectio n box to ad d ressee) .

B. Deposited in Collection Box:
I . Delivery to addressee at home or business (not a drop lett er ; handled onl y by th e

carrier department . which de livered th e let ter from the collccti on box to th e ad
dressee) . No d rop let ter fee .

2. Del ivery to post office for t ransm ission to an ou r-o f- town d cst in ation (va riolls
transient ra tes at d ifferen t times: not a drop letter} .

3. Deli very to post office fo r over- the-cou n te r p ick -lip by addressee (d ro p letter: no
carrier inv olved after receipt a t post offic e) .

C. Received at Post Office for Local Delivery ("From the Mails '1:
I. Deli very to local ad dressee by carrier (no t a d rop lett er ) . Carrier fee colle cted in

addition to norm al post age.
2. P ick-up b y addressee over-the-cou nter at th e post office. No t a d rop letter.

For a discus sion of th e ways in which a letter cou ld be handled wh en it
arriv ed at a post office having city delivery service in th e pre-1840 per iod , see
C. Hahn, "Le tter Carrier Service in New York," T he Ch ronicle 83:182-184.

Rates
The rates charged in New York City For the various combinations shown

above are;

N PR
l c

NPR
NPR

T ype of
Delivery

A I
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
CI
C2

Date of Law
or R ate

Source : Act o f
5-8 -1794 (Effect ive

6-1-1794)
( I Sta t . 359)

Amount Prepaid
to or Collect ed
by Post Offi ce

Ra te in Effect :
No rm al Postal R at es

(N P R) or l c DTOp
R a te

Ic
NP R

Ic

Carri er
Fer

T otal Charge
lor Service
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The same rates wer e continued in th e Acts of March 2, 1799; April 10, 1810;
March 3, 1825; and Mar ch 2, 1827. The 1843 PL&R indicat es th at these rates
were ge nerally continued in effect as of 1843 except th at , pursuant to Sect ion
249, carr iers for the United States Ci ty D ispat ch Post in New York City were
authorized to collect 3c on each letter deposited in any part of th e city and
de livered in another. From February 1, 1815, to March 31, 1816, the "War of
1812" ra tes applied, increasing all post al ra tes (inclu di ng th e drop letter ra te)
by 50 percent. This surcha rge did not apply to carrier fees , wh ich were not
conside red to be postal rat es, per se. Since car rier fees were ge nerally paid in
cash to th e carrier , th e carrier rat e was not necessarily shown on th e cover .

The Act of Jul y 2, 1836 (5 Stat. 89), authorized th e Postm aster General
to set the carrier fee for delivery and collection at a figure not exceedi ng 2c.

T ype of
Deliva )'

A l
A2
A3
BI
BI

B2
B3
C I
CI

C2

A l
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
C I
C2

Amount Prepaid
Date of La w to or Collect ed Carr ier T ot al Cha rge

or Rate by Post Office Fee for Service

Source: Act of
3-1-1845 (Effective

7-1-1845) N I' R or 2c Drop Rate 2c
(5 Stat. 733)

2e 2e
NPR N PR

2<: 2e 4c
2e 2e

Febru ary. 1849 in Ic Ie
New Yor k City

NPR Ic NP R + lc
2e 2e

NP R 2e NP R+2e
February . 1849 in

New York Cit y Ie oNPR+ le
N PR NPR

Source: Act of
3-3-1851 (Effective

7-1. 1851)
(9 Sta t. 587) N PR or Ie Dro p Ra te Ic

Ie Ie
N PR :\,PR

Ie Ie 2e
Ie Ie

NPR - • NPR
Ie Ie 2c

NPR 2e NPR+2e
NPR NPR

· No cha rge in New York Ci ty for collection and de livery to post offi ce " for th e mails."

Drop letter ra te (Lc) continu ed in th e Act of 1855 (10 Stat . 641).

A l
A2
A3
BI
B2
B3
CI
C2

Source : Act of
4-3-1860 (Effective

4-3-1860)
(12 Stat. II ) N I' R or Ic Drop Rate

Ie
NPR

N PR
Ie

N PR
NP R

Ic

Ic
Ic
Ie
Ie
Ie

Ie
NPR
Ic··

Ie
NPR+ lc

2c
N PR+l c

N I' R

• • Act prohib it ed drop lett er charge on all letters delivered in New York City hy carrier (on ly
car rier fee charged ).

Source : Act of
6-15-1860 (Effective

7-1-1860)

This Act se t the carr ier fee at Ic, and removed all discreti on of the Post
master Gener al to cha nge or adjus t fees (as was permitted under the old laws,
which se t the fees as "not excee d ing 2c or Lc," as th e case may be)."
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Sou rce : Act . of
3-11 -1863 (Effective

7-1-1863)
(12 Stat. 704)

Under this Act, carrier fees were aboli shed. The drop letter rate was in
creased from lc to 2c, whe ther or not the post office provided carrier service;
lc went into the carrier budget (not to the carrier ) of the Post Office Depart
ment. Carriers were placed on an annua l salary. During thi s period , letter car
riers were employed in only about 50 post offices of approximately 20,000 in
existence.7

Source : Act of
3-3- 1865 (13 Stat. 507) :

See below regarding
d rop letter ra tes.

Drop letter rates [ro m an d after 7-1-1865:
1865-1885: (Ci ties with Free Deli very = Carrier Post Office)

At Carrier P ost Office = 2c·
Per 1h ounce.

At Non-Carrier Post Office = Ic
1885 (7-1-1885) (23 Sta t. 387) :

Including free deli very a t Carrier Post Office
Per I ounce.

At Non-Carrier Post Office = Ic
-Included ex tra Ic charge in cit ies having free city deli very .

Footnotel
1 E. Perry and A. Hall , " One H undred Years Ago ," (APS, 1942) , p . 34.
21bid., p. 35.
3 See a lso M. Blake and W . Davis, Boston Posta l M ark in gs to 1890 , Chart on p . 116 with

respe ct to fees for "drop letters deli vered by a carrier ."
4 E. Perry , Pat Paragra phs , pp . 1701-2, says : "'City ' (i.e., ' loca l') le tters. which were handled

on ly by th e ca rrier de partment , were de livered at th e Ic rate, but if depos ited in the re gular
mail drop a t th e post office, or if the y were ad dressed to a box a t the post office, th ey becam e
"drop lett ers " and wer e sub jec t to an additiona l ch arge of Ic which was th e d rop letter rate
for twel ve years begi nnin g July I , 1851." See a lso M . Fortgang, "Carrier Ma rk in gs." T he
Chro nicle 31:7-8.

1\ It would appear that th e first collection boxes in Ne w York City were es ta b lished by
letter carrie rs in 1833. See B. Bat es, B rief Stat em ent of the Exertions of the Frien ds of Che ap
Postage in t he City of N ew Yo rk (1848) , quot ed in C. Hah n , "Lett er Carrier Service in Ne w
Yor k ," Th e Chronicle 82:121.

6 Stanley B. Ash brook, Th e United States One Cen t Stamp of 1851-1857, Vol. II , p . 144.
7 M. Lane, T he H arry F. A llen Collect ion of Black Jacks (A.P.S. 1968) , p . 19.
MASSACHUSEns TOWNS
Mr. Henry Stevens , Box 417, Alton, N. H. 03809, has abstracted the list

of Massachusetts towns contained in the 1851 Tabl e of Post Offices in the United
States and has printed the result on six 8xl 0 pages. He offers to send a copy to
any interested Route Agent gra tis on receipt of a stamped self-addresse d en
velop e.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States. we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. BOlton, Mall. 02108
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PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE

Authoritative Philatelic Literature

1851·1861

The U.S. One Cent Stamp of 1851 -57 by Stanley B. Ashbrook
1938, c1otlt, 2 vol., 324 and 368 pages --- $85.00

The U.S. One Cent Stamp of 1851-61 by Mortimer -L. Neinken
1972, cIoth , 552 pages $60.00

The 3c Stamp of the U.S., 1851 -57 by Carroll Chase
1929, cIoth, 369 pages $4 7 .50
1942 revised edition, regular deluxe, 374 pages $62.50
1942 revised edition, pages 327-342 mis bound, xerox copies $32.50

The U.S. Five Cent Stamps of 1856-61 by Henry W. Hill'
1955, cloth , 79 pages, edition of 500 copies $55 .00

U.S. Ten Cent Stamp of 1855-57 by Stanley B. Ashbrook
1936, paper, 87 pages, used condition $8 .50

U.S. Ten Cent Stamps of 1855-59 by Mortimer L. Neinken
1960, cloth, 252 pages $12 .50

The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp by Mortimer L. Neinken
1964, paper, 74 pages $7.50

POSTAL MARKINGS

U.S. Postal Markings & Related Mail Services, 1851-61 by Tracy W. Simpson
1959, cloth , 177 pages plus pricing pamphlet $70.00

History of Letter Post Communication Between the U.S. and Europe,
1845-1875 by George E. Hargest, 1971 , 234 pages, cloth $75 .00

NEW BOOKS

The Forwarding Agents II, by Kenneth Rowe
1974, cloth, 60 pages, supplement to 1966 book $5 .00
1966, cloth, 165 pages, original book $6.50

The U.S. 1869 Issue-an Essay-Proof History by Fred P. Schueren
Publication expected soon regular edition $17.50

deluxe edition $22.50

NEW PRINTINGS

Boston Postmarks to 1890, by M. C. Blake & W. W. Davis
1974 reprint of 1949 edition , cloth, 386 pages $30.00

A History of the Ship Letters of the British Isles, by Alan W. Robertson
1973, three volumes in post binders, slip cases, edition of 100 sets $230.00

THE AMERICAN PHILATELIST

A run from June, 1926 complete through July, 1973 except for eight
issues, exceptionally fine condition, not bound, a major reference
with respect to both contents and size, circa 250 Ibs. $325.00

We deal in authoritive literature on 18th and 19th century U.S. philatelic mao
terial in addition to the Confederate States of America, Canada, and Great Britain.
We gladly correspond on specific and general want lists.

Leonard H. Hartmann

Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
We need to correct a typing error mad e in the first portion of "The Free

Frank in the 1860s," which appeared on page 155 of Chronicle No. 83. In dis
cussing th e two franks of Schuyler Colfax, which were shown in Fi gures 1
and 1 A, we state d th e upper frank in the illustration was sent unde r Section 230
of th e postal laws and regulations of 1859, which is th e section where th e frank
ing privilege went with th e job as a "trust" for maintenance of official cor
respondence. This assignment was not correct, as anyone reading the wording of
the act, given on pa ge 152 of Chronicle No. 83, can see. Actually, the memb ers
of Congress also had th e franking pri vilege under th e same provision as did
th e President and Vice Presid ent, Section 229. Under this section, the franking
privilege was considered a personal privilege and hence th e possessors of th e
privilege under section 229 could write at any time upon any sub ject th ey de 
sired, whether official business or not. W e hope that we didn't mislead anyone.

i~ On page 96 of Chronicle No. 82, we discussed the statement, which ap
peare d in seve ral auction descriptions, th at th e B. & O. R. R. sta tion markin g,
f~~r John's Run/B. & O. R. R." was not list ed in Remele. In each case, th e cover
was clearly mailed in 1863 or 1864, and in one case, th e cover bore a 3c 1861
sfamp. It has been pointed out to us that this sta tion was probabl y establishe d
in'!1860, near th e end of th e 1851-57 stamp period , so that th e marking could
ap pear in Remele. For those not famili ar with these reference works on U.S.
railw ay route age nt or post offic e markings, th e Remele book, actua lly United
States Railroad Postmarks, 1851 to 1861, covers only the period designated in
the title, and th e Towle-Meyer book, Railroad Postma rks of th e United States.
1861 to 1886, covers the subsequent period. Obviously, since periods of use of
stamp issues seldom coincide with periods of use of route agent markings,
many of th e markings known are listed in both books. However , our point re
mains-elf a cover is dated prior to 1861, look in the Remele book. If it is dated
after 1861, look in th e Towle book. If a cover bears an 1861 date, or cannot
lie dated, then look in both booksl
,F The fact that covers mailed in 1863 or ]864 bear a route agent marking not

listed in the pre-1861 stamp issue coverage of the Remele book means absolute ly
nothing, but if the marking were unli sted in Towle-Meyer , or the supplements
published by Mr . Towle in th ese pages, th en a note to th at effect in th e auction
description would be justified. Actually, the Sir John 's Run marking is listed on
page 115 of Towle-Meyer, and is catalogued as T. M. 274-S-18, with a rarity in
dex of 24. W e ima gine, considerin g the number of fine str ikes on cover that
have been sold of late, th at Mr. Towle might consider reducing the rarity index
for the marking.

R. B. Graham
SURVEY OF 1867-68 EARLIEST KNOWN USES
, WILLIAM K: , ~~~_OG

An article on the' 1867-68 grilled stamps is being prepared by the author.
Since it appears that no complete listing of earliest kn own uses of the 1867-68
grilled stamps has ever been published , such a list should pro ve quite informa
tive. It is interestin g to note th at on pages 112 to 114 of his Special Service,
Stanley Ashbrook gives a list of earliest known uses from th e 1847 sta mps through
the 1869 stamps. The only 1867-68 grill listed there is th e 3c "A" gr;~l1 We find
the same situation in the Scott Catalog's 1867-68 section, where the only date
given is for #79, th e 3c "A" grill. 'When we consider that a list of earliest
known uses could help she d some light on the order in which th e grills were
produced and issued, such.a list seems long overdue.
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A preliminary list is illu st rated her ewith. Most of these dates should
be supe rsede d by subsequen t reports. Readers are requested to rep ort th eir
grilled covers to the author. All 1867 and 1868 dat ed covers will pr ove of use ;
however , the only 1869 dat ed cove rs require d are those franked by th e 5c-F ,
24c-F , 30c-F , or 90c-F . Please be sure that the sta mp is actually grilled, and that
the grill type can b e positively verified. If in doubt, do not report it without
verifica tion.

Please send your reports to the author as follows: William K. Her zog, 915
Cass Street , Saginaw, Michi gan 48602.

PRELIMINARY LIST OF 1867-68 EARLIEST KNOWN USES

Grill ed
Valu es

3c-A

3c-B

3c-C
2c-D
3c-D
2c·Z

3c-Z
12c-Z

Ic-E
2c-E
3c-E

IOc-E
12c-E
15c-£

Ic-F

2c-F
3c-F
5c-F

IOc-F
12c-F

15c-F

24c-F
30c-F
90c-F

Date of M ai li ng

Aug. 13 (IR67)

Feb . ? IR6R

Nov .25 (1867)
Apr. 2 (1868)
Ap r. ? (1868)
Mar. 13 (1868)

Ap r. ?, 1868
June 13, 186R

May II (1868)
J une 25 (1868)
May 6. 1868
Mar. 3. 1868
Aug. ? 1868

Mar . 19 (1869)

Mar. 27 (1868)
May 28 (1868)
Ap r. 26 (1870)

Oct. I . l R68
May 27. 186R

June 24. 1868

.Ia n . 5. 1869
J an. 27. 1869
~fay 8. 1869

Place of M oiling

Bu ffal o. N. Y.

N . Y. C.
Philad elphia . Pa.
Sou t hsha ftsbury , Vt.
Middl e town. Ct.

Clea r Spring, Md .
\\'o rcester . Mass.

N . Y. C.
Bu ffa lo . N. Y.
x. Y. C.
Philad el p h ia . Pa .
Boston . Mass,

Loga nspor t . Ind .

Co lum bia. S. C.
Philad el phia , Pa .
San Fra ncisco . Ca l.

Stockbri dge . Mass.
x . Y. C.

N . Y. C.

Boston . Mass.
New Bedford . Mass.
Sa n Fra nci sco . Ca l.

Sou rce

Ch ro n icle #77

Bro ok man Vo l. 11

Au ct ion Lot
R. Ru stad
w. K. H erzog
W . K. H er zog

C. W . Ch ri st ia n
W . K. H erzog

Newburv Sale
P. Wol(
C. J . Sta rnes
w. K. H erzog
C. .J. Sta rn es

C. L. Friend

P . Wolf
C. L. Friend
G ibson Sale

C. .J. Starnes
Ash bro ok Article

Ash b rook Art icle

Krug Sa le
C. J. Sta rnes
Ch ro n icle #69

N otes

Two others kn own
on th is d at e

Stamps now reo
moved

Docket ed " 12/1/67"
Docket ed
Yca rd a tcd enc losu re
Docke ted " R .· 14

Mar . 68"

Docke ted
Docketed

Frenc h "22 Aug.
68"

Docket ed " Ma r.
19, 68"

Yea rdated Con ten t>
Docket ed
Year so sta ted in

cat alog s

Stamp Specialist ,
Orange Bk .

Stamp Spe cia lis t.
Orange Bk.
24 CENT DARK BLUISH VIOLET
WEST COAST USE
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

The accompanying illustrat ion shows a large, .legal cover that was franked
by a 24 cent dark bluish violet. The stamp was cancelled by a San Francisco
postmark of October 30. The envelope, which contained depos itions for the Dis 
trict Court at Mokelu mn e Hill, Californ ia , was docketed ac ross the face, "F iled
Nov. 7th, 1861." The stamp paid eight times three cents postage on heavy con
tents.

The availability of the new design stamps was first advertised in the San
Francisco newspap ers on Wednesday, October 9, 1861.1 If the first shipment
was sent by steamer via Pan ama, reference to known ship arr ival and departure
dates indicates it was sent from New York on th e SS. Northern Light to Aspin
wall , carried across th e Isthmus, and sent on to San Francisco on the SS. St.
Louis, arriving th ere on Sunday, October 6, 1861.2

If so, it is interestin g to note th at th e new design stamps were not sent to
the W est Coast until 26 days afte r the first delivery was mad e to the Stamp
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Agent on August 16. During those 26 days , a total of 209,150 stamps of th e 24
cent valu e were delivered to him." The task of supplying large citi es east of the
Rocky Mountains with ample supplies of new stamps must ha ve taken pre
cedence over supplying th e ' Vest Coast.

The dark bluish violet shade on this cover undoubtedly came from the first
shipment of new stamps into San Francisco. Thi s shade came from th e earliest
printing of issued 24 cent stamps, and closely approximates th e shade of the
24 cent dark violet which is cataloged as Scott No. 60.

Scott lists th e following 24 cent shades for the year 1861: (60) dark violet in
unused condition only; (70b) stee l blue; (70c) violet; and (70d) grayish lilac . All
of these sha des have BLDISH tendencies! Since philat elic nomenclature can be
rather vague, here is my own, more explicit terminology: (60) dark bluish viole t
in unu sed condition only; (70b) gray blue; (70c) blue violet and red violet; (70d)
blu e gray. A total of 536,150 stamps of the 24 cent value were delivered to th e
Stamp Agent for the period of August 16 through December 23, 1861.4

Present kno wledge indicates that th ey were all from th e above sha des.
Can anyone report another 24 cent violet used from th e ' Vest Coast? Can

anyone report another domestic use for the 24 cent violet?

Footnotes

t Stamps Maga zine (Sep tem be r 2. 1933). p. 339.
2 Ibi d.
3 Elliott Perry . Pat Paragraph s, tota l taken from var ious issues ,
4 I bid .
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 197 1 Rev ised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER· BETTER . COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid .. . . $10.00

/
E. N. SAMPSON

P. O . BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33 51 5
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liTHE SHORTEST DISTANCE-"
c. W. CHRISTIAN

"The shortest distan ce between two points" is not necessarily a stra ight line,
especia lly where th e axiom concerns th e early tr ansportat ion of the mails. That
the statement in th is relation was often a fall acy is indicated in th e cover from
Va ncouver Isl and to L ondon, Canada, th e shortest dist ance bein g by way of
San Francisco and more th an half way across the United States via th e Over
land Mail!

During th e 1860s th ere was no direct way to carry th e mail across th e
wilderness of Brit ish No rth America into Cana da West , All mail fr om Van cou ver
Island and British Co lumbia for th e Unite d States and for th e outside world
was sent throu gh San Francisco. Wells Far go and Co. had established offices
at Victor ia, V. 1., and in British Columbia in 1858 and handled most all out
going mail as we ll as nearly half of th e internal mail until 1867. By 1861 sup
pli es of U. S. sta mps were sto cked in most Wells F argo offices, yet it was not
unusual for th em to tr an sport large packages of unstamped letter s by messenger
from th e Colony to San Francisco. Upon th ese occasi ons W ells Fargo settled for
any po stage th at wa s due Vict oria and at th e San Francisco office affix ed th e
proper U. S. postage to mail going beyond.

~.

Figure 1

The postal cu stoms at Victoria were probably unique in po stal hi story for ,
as lon g as Vancou ver Island was an independent colony. ther e wer e no postal
regulations on its sta tutes . This condition existed until th e island united with
British Columbia and conformed to th eir exist ing regulations.

Som e order began to eme rge from th e ra ther chaotic po stal syst em of th e
island whe n th e Governor appointed Henry Woote n to postmaster of Victoria
in 1861, an offi ce he held until 1867. Henrv Woote n had been th e Harbor
Mas ter and enjoye d a good reputation in th at cap acit y. With this appoin tme nt
it was th e Governor's decision to comb ine th e Post Office with the office of
H arb or Master and in assu ming his added duties th e new postmaster inhe rited
a bankrupt postal department.

Wooten's predecessor had kept no books and neglected to turn in anv
public moneys collected by him . During th e lon g peri ods between th e arr ivlil
of mail steamers post office business at Victor ia was very dull . Seeing th erein
an op portu nity , ea rly in 1861 th e former postm aster requested a leave of ab
sence between sailings, de parted the island never more to be seen, leaving be
hind only $1.15 in the postage bo x.
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Up to this time mail to and from Vancouver Island was irregular and unde
pendable. There was no contract agreeme nt but most of th e sailing vessels
stopping at Victoria carried the in and out mail fre e of charge. The reason is
not clearly indicated in th e recordings of the Colonial postal systems, but a
rift dev eloped between the Victoria Post Office and one of the lines making
frequent mail stops at the island. Th e captain refu sed to carry an y further mail
without payment of an exorbitant monthly fee and his dem and was turned
down. Shortly after, in 1863, arrangeme nts were made to carry the mail by
contract steamer between Victoria and San Francisco on a fortnightly basis.
Evidence that Wells Fargo was keeping its hand in the Colonial mail business
was indicated in a letter from the Colonial Secretary to th e Governor in which
he stated, "the Express compan y has traveling agents on all steamers."

Figur. 2

Even though Vancouver Island, while it remained a colony, had no postal
regulations it had one ver y definite requirement,-mandatory pr epayment of
postage on express mail. The Victoria Post Office PAID handstamp, Figure 2.,
was used to indicate pr epayment of intercolonial postage. The blu e oval marking
was also used to frank envelopes for sale to th e public as "stamped envelopes"
as well as to frank letters individually presented for mailing. It was not uncom
mon for th e express companies to furnish th eir own envelopes for this franking.

Mr. Deaville, in his stu dy of the postal customs of Vancouver Island, in
cluded a brief rate table listing a fee of 15c from V. 1. to Cana da in 1865. These
rates (as was also true of rat es ch arged at earlier dat es) represented th e sum
of the colonial postage of 5c (2~d) and the current U. S. ra te to whatever
destination was involved. At this time th e rate to Canada from anywhere in the
United States was 10c, th e pr evious 15c charge from th e Pacific Coast to Canada
having been reduced to 10c in February 1864. In the instan ce of the cover in
Figure 1 the PAID handstamp acknowledged prep aym ent by cash of the colonial
postage for carriage from V. 1. to San Francisco. Th e U. S. lOc stamp paid th e
rate from California to Can ad a, just as if the cover had originated at San Fran
cisco.

Due to the ravages of th e war between the states it became uns afe to trans
port mail over the old Butterfi eld Route. During the period of this cover, 1865,
letters for the most part were sent over the Central Overland, somewhat as
sketched on the map, Figure 3.

. Mail for the Overland, after reaching San Francisco, was first dispatched to
Sacramento via a rail line th at had been in operation between th ese two citi es
since 1860. Then by coach through Virginia City to Salt Lake City, northeast
to Fort Halleck in Nebraska Territory and south to Denv er. From Denver th e
route was almost due east to St. Joseph, Missouri , to meet the railroads which
were slowl y extending westward trom th e Mississippi.

Th e Central Overland was in constant danger from Indian attack. Man y
way stations were burned , attenda nts killed and the stock driven off, a harass
ment th at continued throughout the territories until lat e in 1865 wh en a tr eat y
with the Indians was signed . Th e mail was relativelysafeafter reaching St. Jo
for here a rail line was ava ilable to Atchison. Kansas. and th en eas t to St. Louis.
From St. Louis th e Chicago and Alton R. R. had a long establishe d line into
Chicago. Another rail line operating out of St. Jo. extende d in a genera l north
easterly direction to Quincy, Illinois and to Chicago via Galesburg.
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Figure 3

A network of railways extende d over the eastern sta tes with direct lines
from Chi cago to Detroit and around Lake Erie to Buffalo , th e U. S. exchan ge
office at that point of th e border. The red marking, U. S. 10 cts. PAID in oval ,
was applied at th e Buffalo office and th e letter sent on to th e Canadian exchange
at Hamilton, U. C. situ at ed at the western tip of Lake Ontario . London , th e ul
timate point of th e "shortes t distance," was approximately fifty miles west from
Hamilton. The Hamilton receiving date, a backstamp of March 9, 1865, indicat es
a tr ansit tim e from San Francisco of 24 da ys.

References
A. S. Deavill e, T he Colonial Postal System s and Postage Stamps of Vancouver Island an d

Br it ish Columbia I8.f9-I8iI, 1928.
Dr. Victor M . Berthold , H and book of the W ells Fargo and Co.'s H andstam ps and Franks, 1926.
Ib id ., Added quotatio ns by H . C. Need ham .
Dr. L. R . H afen , Overland M ai l, 1849-69, 1926.
Charles L. Towle and H enry A. Meyer , R ailroad Post marks of the Unit ed Stat es 186/ -86, 1968.
THE FREE FRANK IN THE 18605
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

(Continue d from Chronicle 83:157 )

THE ACT EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1863

Th e Act of March 3, 1863, effective July 1 of that year, chan ged th e frank
ing laws somewhat. The major changes were th at postmasters of small offices
were permitted to frank on offici al business, only, th ere th enceforth being
no distinction mad e as to .whether a postmaster's office was large or small.
Free transmittal of letters to any person or office with th e franking pri vilege
was thenceforth to be prep aid, with one exception. Official communications,
written by some officer of a dep artment, an d addressed to "any executive de
partment, or any officer in it , must now be prep aid, except offici al communica
tions written by some officer of the Department, or an offic er under its control
or responsible to it ; and in such cases, under th e words 'officia l business' on
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the envelope, the offic er mu st sign his name with official designation. All other
persons, and all officers writing to Departments with whi ch th ey are not con 
nect ed, must prep ay their postage."

F igure 5 displ ays a cover addressed to Rear Admira l S. Phillips Lee, com
manding the North Atlantic Blockading Squadron, and from Rear Admira l
John A. Dahl gren, then in command of th e South Atlan tic Blockading Squadron.
From th e New York postmark, the cover was probabl y placed in the mail at
New York on Sep . 5, 1864, the cover having been sent nor th from Port Royal,
S. C. on Aug. 17th. The cover bears Dahl gren 's signature as a frank, which was
apparently accepted at the New York post office. The author has seen several
other similar covers, some with due markings, and some with postage paid , th e
stamp being placed normally, but the cover still beari ng Dahl gren's signa ture.
The latter are mostly from Dahlgren's letters home to his wife, alt hough some
of thes e covers exist withou t sta mps, both with and without du e markings.

Flgur. 5. Fr.nk of Rear Admi r.1 John A. D.hlgr.n, on cover .ddr....d to R.a r AdmIral L.e of the North
Atlantic Blocked ing Squ.dron , prob.bly in Augu,t of 1864. Although Dahlg ren wa, then commanding th e
South Atl.ntic Block.ding Squadron, this f r.nk was prob.bly not legaUy .uthoriz.d, .ven though acc.pt.d by
the po,t.1 clerk .t the New York post office wh.n the leH.r was r.ceiv.d (from Port Royal, S. C.)

The cover shown in Figure 5 is un doub tedly on official business, but was
still prob ably stretching the law a bit, on Dahlgren's part, to consider that he
could use a franking signa ture on any mail except that back to the Navy De
partment.

The Act of June 1, 1864, aga in changed the requirements concerning of
ficial letters from tho se respons ible to an Executive Department to the De
partment, clarifying th at such letters had to be sen t to heads of such Depart
ments, or Bureau head s "or Chief Clerks of Departments, or one authorized
by the Postmaster General to frank official matter. . . ." This ac t also removed
the requirement th at the subsidiary officer either frank or endorse "officia l bu si
ness."

Since th e cover shown in Figure 5 was dated after the act, and probably
afte r it was in effec t, th e question remains as to whether the New York post
office was aware of the clarification. Th ere was probably a flier on th e subject .
but th e earliest record seen by the author is the summary of the postal laws
issued by Postm aster General Dennison on May 1, 1865.

Th ese regul ations, summarized previously in this ar ticle, explain why there
exists a very large variety of imprinted government envelopes , all from th e
1860s, wi th the legend "official bu siness," and which, in spi te of th at legend,
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Fig ure 6. A montage of covers with imprints for use in franking '0 the various Executive Departments . All the se
covers, being otherwise addressed , requi red po stage .
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Figure 7. A montage of cove,s franked by Bur.lu helds, Commissioners or Chl.f Clerks, or others hiving the
franking privilege in connection w ith the business of their offices .
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nearl y always bear stamps. A few correctly franked covers ar e in the hands of
collectors, but the important point here is tha t these covers could legally only
be franked wh en addressed to the officers of th e Dep artment who, by law, pos
sesse d th e franking privilege themselves. Figure 6 shows a montage of th e
pertinent portion of several such covers. All were prep aid with 3c stamps, and
non e were address ed to th e required franking authority so that they, themselves
migh t have been franked. The lowest line legend, of the "Office, Chi ef of Com
missary of Subsist ance, Dep artment of W ashington, etc.," should not be con
fused with the position of th e Commissary General of Subsis tance ; the form er
was a local affa ir , an d th e latter was the higher autho rity with the franking
pri vilege.

Figure 7 displ ays a similar montage of franked covers of various bureau
and subsidia ry departmental heads or others authorized to frank. It will be
noted that all the covers are fran ked from \Vashington , and at least one, that
of St. John B. L. Skinn er , has the signatu re , with titl e, mad e up as a handstamp,
although all th e rest of the signatures in Fi gure 6 are handwritten. Even as
late as 1870, th ere were very few printed franks, wh ich included a pr inted or
even handstamped signatur e. One of th ose is very well kno wn , bein g that of
F . E. Spinner , Treasurer of the United Stat es, whose beautiful and distinctive
signa ture also appea red on certain governmental documents an d secur ities.

Figure 8. Frank of Thomas A. Scott, As" , Secretary of War, fro m Cairo, Illinoi s in 1862 . Scott wa. r.ter Presi·
dent of the Pennsylvania Railroad .

Fi gure 8 shows wh at is rea lly some thing of a rarity ; the frank of a sub
ordinat e Executive Department official from a town other tha n W ashington,
This is the frank of Thomas A. Scott, then Ass't Secretary of W ar , and it ente red
th e mails at Cairo, Ill . Actu ally, th e cover prob abl y came from the Memphis
area or farther south, Scott then being on a tour of the W estern military com
mands, probably on his way north just in tim e to miss the Battle of Shiloh.

Fi gure 9 shows a frank of the then comma nding officer of the army, Gen .
William Tecumseh Sherman, of Civil War "March to the Sea" fame. Sherman
was appointed on March 7, 1869, to the capacity in which he fra nked the cover ,
and held thi s posit ion for 14 years , until long after the franking privilege was
abo lished forever for the E xecutive Dep artments of the Government. Thi s frank is
shown main ly to ge t Sherm an 's signature on record, for there are franks of at least
two other men often sold or offered as Civil \Var franks of Sherm an . As far as the
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author knows, the commanding officer of th e army job was th e only such wh ere
Sherman eve r had th e franking pri vilege. The others whose franks are often
taken for th at of General Sherman , are those of the General's br other, Senator
John Sherman of Ohio, and, particularly th at of an upstate New York physician
who served but one term in Congress, 1861-63, joining th e 34th New York Volun
teers as regimental surgeon before completing his term. This Sherm an , Dr.
Socrates Norton, apparently used his frank in th e field extensively to frank
letters of soldiers, as many examples are known, oft en on patriotic covers. The
franking signatures of both these oth er Shermans are sho wn as part of Fi gure 9.
A few of th e S. N. Sherm an franks have signa tures less typical than th e one
shown, but none has been seen with anything eve n resembling th e cha racteristic
looped cross bar of th e "T" which is attached to the "W" of th e General
W . T. Sherman frank.

nn! ot t~t IhUttb Stalts.
IAL BUIlIN ••••

Figure 9. frank of Oen. William Tecumseh Sherman, with facsimile. of two franking sign.fure. lometimes een
fUled witt, 'he gener.I', frankl.

Between 1859 and 1866, there were no issues of the Postal Laws and Regu
lations, and th e 1866 P. L. -L- R. was probabl y the most confusing issue of th at
publication in history, since it actually reviewed all th e postal laws from
1825 on (including some lon g since supersede d, although th e supe rseding acts
were also usually given in th eir prope r sequenc e). In the 1860s, there were
no major changes from the 1859 P. L. & R. in th e franking laws in th e 1860
revisions. We have recounted most of the changes. which 'yere mainly of
redefinition, and restricting the fra nkin g activities of the mor e subordina te posi
tions of the executive dep artm ents, and of th e postm asters, during th e war yea rs
and prior to the first postwar issue of th e P. L. & R. in 1866. The Internal
Revenu e acts of June 30, 1864, amended March 3, 1865, added the Commissioner
of Intern al Revenue (Treas ury Dept.) to those having the official franking
privilege. The Act of July 13, 1866, permitted franking by Intern al Revenue
Dept. Collectors and Assessors amo ng themselves and to th eir department, on
official bu siness . The Act of March g, 1868, perm itt ed the Congressional Pr inter
to frank and receive letters and documents free, when on the business of his
office.
224 The Chronicle I No vem ber 1974 I Vol. 26 , No . of



The Act of July 8, 1870, extended the franking privilege to the Commissioner
of Patents .

It was again required, by the Act of March 9, 1869, that all franks were
to be by "autographed signa ture upon the matt er franked."

The Act of June 8, 1872, again slightly rearranged the franking privilege.
Both this act and that effec tive July 1, 1863, had voided all previou s franking
legislation. The frankin g privilege for both Legislative and Executive branches
was abolished by the Act of Jan. 31, 1873, effe ctive July 1, 1873, and that of th e
Executive has never been restored .

Frank collecting is usually done more as an autograph collecting exercise
than as postal history, and it is certainly true that franks of Civil War person
alities such as Lincoln, Seward, Stanton, Vallandigham, Sumner and Salmon
P. Chase are of great inte rest. Yet this interest lies more b ecause -of wha t these
men were than because of any postal history slan t respecting the usage of the
franking privilege. It may, perhaps, follow that franks of men such as th ese,
who had the personal frankin g priv ilege, are dull , having little variety to offer
from the postal history standpoint; collectors do recognize that the presence of
a postmark on such franks affects the value, but still this makes little difference,
otherwise, in their consideration of the frank as a desirable item.

It is for thi s reason, the author has displayed but one frank of a really
well known Civil War franker-General William Tecumseh She rman-in th is
article and that for a specific purpose. It is true, however, tha t several of the
frankers were very newsworthy at times, such as Admiral Ch arles H. D avis for
his naval victory at Memphis in 1862, and Schuyler Colfax for his years as
Speaker of the House and as Vice President under Grant-as well as his alleged
involvement in the Credit Mobilier scandal. No ma tter how much one wishes
to emphasize the postal history aspects, it is still impossibl e to ignore the
humanities involved. To possess the franking privilege, by reaching a position
where it was available, there had to have been some exceptiona l characteristics
in the individuals involved, and it is doubtful if any franker was really unin
teresting as a person.

The author would appreciate rep orts of Civil War franks of th e type de
scribe d or of Naval or Army officers' or officials' fra nks of any period. Thanks
are also tendered to Theodore A. Stevens for orig inally arousing our now con
siderable interes t in the subject , as well as furn ishing some of the inform ation .

REFERENCES

We have given no other references other than those in the footnotes, as
the only authorities with sufficient detail are the postal ac ts themselves as
qu oted in the Con gressional Globe and the P. L. & R. an d P. O. Dep artmental
bulletins, together with the "Instructions" an d discussions given in thos e pub
lications.
GOOD REFERENCES (postpaid)
1) App leton 's Cyclopedia of Amer ican Biography: 6 Vols , ca. 1890

Bind ings bro ken but te xt fresh, pe r usua l. $75.00

2) Dictiona ry of Cong ress : 1866, 600 pp . Biog raphies of all
congressmen up to that time . $2 7.50

3) Ame rican Almanac: 300-350 pp . Vast compe nd ium of U. S. politics an d
economics (including the Post Off ice). 1832 , 47, 48, 55. each $25.00
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
2S·CENT RATE TO ARGENTINA, 1867-1869
CHARLES J. STARNES

Illu strated as figure 1 is a cover from th e Raymond Vogel collection, show
ing a 10c 1869 stamp and a 15c Linco ln grill (#98), paying th e 25c ra te via
America n and Fren ch packet to Arg en tina. This rat e applied for letters weigh
ing bet ween }i and }~ ounce, and was in effect from August 1867 throu gh Decem
ber 1869. 1 Carriage was b y a steame r of the New York and Brazil Mail Steam 
ship Company, which made monthly sa ilings from Ne w York to Rio de Janeiro
(via St. Thomas) from January 1866 through September 1875, under a subs ta ntial
annua l subs idy from the U.S. govcmrnent. " Such mai l was collec ted by the
French co nsu l at Rio de Janeiro, thence ca rried to Buenos Aires (and Mon tevid eo ]
by F ren ch packet. T hroug h September 1869 the packet service was th e Fren ch
Li gn e K; th er eafter it was Li gne ].'I Throu gh th e end of 1869, th e U.S. cr edi ted
Franc e, for its t ra nsit beyond Rio, wit h 7J~c per quarter ounce. Dr. B argest has
discussed th ese rates, routes and cred its in the Chronicle', and a subseq uent
art icle gave additional information." Covers showing sing le and triple rat es were
illustrated , an d a doub le-rate cover described .

Figure 1. October 22, 1869-10c 1869 and 1Sc Lincoln , in a scarce sho wi ng of the 25c rate to Argentin8 . Not
too many covers are known with th is combination of s'amps .

Th e cover show n in figurc 1 bear s a Boston circula r date stamp showing
Oct ober :2:2 [1869]. A second strike, very faint , ties the IOc 1869. Two strikes of
the Boston six-wedge killer (Blake-Davis :#: 1:301), bar ely tie bo th sta mps . T his
cover probably ma de the Oc tober 2.'3 departur e" from Ne w York. [f it did , it
connected at Rio wit h th e second trip of the Lign c J steame r to Buenos Aires .
The cover was p roperl y credi ted , at Ne w York, with th e bol d red "15" at lower
rig ht, th e 1.5 b eing twice 7Jfc, ind ica ting the coyer weigh ed ove r ); oun ce and
under Jf ounce. The cove r bear s blue cra yon. markin gs of a differ en t type from
the other covers noted . The appearance of more covers from this unusual rou te
might help us decipher th em .
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FOOTNOTES
1 The rat e chart in the J anuary 1870 issue of United Stat es M ail &- Post Offi ce Assis tant ,

recen tly dis covered , sho ws that th e new rate of 18c per half ou nce went in to effec t that month .
The dat e of the rat e-chan ge was presumably January I , 1870, whe n a ll di rect posta l r elations
with France cease d , and th e one-fou rt h ou nce French ra tes were st ric ken fro m th e chart.

2 John H . Morrison, H istory of American Stearn Navigation , Da ye Press, New York, 1958,
page 482.

3 Ra ymond Salles, La Paste M arit im e Francoise, Volu me Ill , Pa ris , 1963, pages 32 et. seq .,
51 et. seq .

4 Chronicle 80, page 239.
(I Chron icle 82, page 120.
6 USM&-POA gives a departure dat e of October 21, but this is most like ly a misprint, since

all the other dep artures of th e Brazili an line, during this period , were on th e 23rd of th e
month.
REPRINT OF "U.S. MAIL & P.O. ASSISTANT"
In Chronicle 83 we announced the discovery of a long run of United States

Mail & Post Office Assistant, a virtually unobtainable reference source of great
interest and value to collectors of classic U.S. covers , and to U.S. postal historians .
We can now report that the Collectors Club of Chicago will publish a reprint
of th e entire run of this monthly ma gazine; or , at least, of all the issues that can
be put together in one place.

Most likely, the reprint will be done via offset printing, photographing
directly from the original material. This will be no problem for the first 12
volumes of USM&POA,- 576 pages, from th e fall of 1860 through the fall of
1872. This is th e material recently discovered. However , for th e remaining four
volumes (late 1872 through 1876), the original material in some cases has not
been found, and in other cases is too fragile or fragmented to withstand pho
tography.

While th e format has not been specifically settled upon, it is certain that
the reprint volumes will be large, thick and expensive. The hope is to do a run of
250 or so, bound in three volumes , to sell for under $100 per set. The high price
is dictated by the unusual nature of the original material, wh ich is newspaper
sized, comprised of columns of small type which would be illegible if substan
tially reduced. One of th e most valuable features of the periodical is th e monthly
rate chart, showing postal charges, by various routes and services, to every
foreign nation. This too defies reduction. Ditto th e monthly charts of steam
ship sailings, the lists of post office openings and closin gs, and most of the other
information. In order to be readable, the reprint will have to be done lifesized ,
or very close to it. The large page format plus th e unusual thickness (600 to 750
pages) create printing problems that cannot be resolved cheaply.

Those who pale at the thought of paying $100 or so for a single reference
work ought first to consider what it comprises. The brief description in Chronicle
83 could not possibly do justice to this mammoth and unique reference. The first
12 volumes alone, covering th e 1860-1872 period, contain an estimated 6,000,000
words. Some of this material is not specifically relevant to U.S. classics collec
tors in the 1970s. But th e rest is a gold mine, an absolute must for serious stu
dents and collectors. Those who are familiar with USM&POA don't have to
be told this; thos e who are not must tak e it on faith , or try to locate a sample
and see for themselves.

In toto , the reprint won't be bedtime reading. Think of it rather as a dic
tionary or an encyclopedia, to which you would refer, from time to time, to
answer a specific qu estion. (Of course, there is also a lunatic minority-your
editor included-who can 't wait to read th e entire work, from cover to cover,
all 6,000,000 words).

Late flash: This paragraph is writte n lon g after those above. On October
10, the Collectors Club of Chicago decided to go ahead immediately with a re
print of th e first 12 volumes of U. S. Mail, comprising ' all th e months between
October 1860 and September 1872, in two very large volumes. These will be
done in a maximum of 350 numbered sets. Advance orders are now being ac
cepted, at a pre-publication price of $100 per tw o-volume set. Within 24 hours
after the decision to do this reprint, 94 sets had been purchased . The reprint
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will appear sometime during HJ75. Those int erest ed in obtaining it should send
$100 imm ediately to th e Collectors Club of Chicago, 1029 Nort h D earborn, Chi
cago , Ill. 60611. .
LARGEST 12c 1869 BLOCK
Through the courtesy of Brad A. Beard of Hou ston (RA # 1002) we illus

trate as figure 2 the largest multiple, known to your period editor, of th e 12c
1869 sta mp. This is an unused block of nine, with or igina l gum, hinged and
reinforced. As with the 10c hlock of 15 illustrated in Chro nicle 81, the centering
leaves room for improvement. Still, it is the lar gest multiple reported to date.
Brookm an 's remarks about the largest mu ltiple bein g a block of six (volume :2
in th e three-volume seri es, page 170) should b e updat ed. The block shown in
figur e 2 was las t sold as lot 273 in Siegel sa le #202, AUg11 st 27, 1957.

Figure 2. Lorge .' known multiple of 'he 12c 1869 .'amp.
SHANGHAI CONSULAR COVERS (CONCLUDED)
A len gthy article in Ch roni cle 80 included a list of 20 cove rs bearing the

U.S. 10c 1869 stamp from the Shanghai consu lar post office . The purpose was
to arrange such covers chron ologicallv. so that collectors could year -date oth er
Shangh ai covers from this per iod . usiru; the Shangh ai consular dat e-stamp and
the San Francisco receivin g mark that most such covers bear. As a happy result
of th is article , many more covers ha ve sur face d. allowing 11S to fill in dat a for
more of the missing months, and to extend considerabl v the period during whi ch
th e lOc 1869 is known to have heen used at Shangh ai. To tho se who sent in
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information, many thanks. Pro jects such as th is can never prosper un less many
different collec tors contribute. Ult imately, it seem s likely that all the blanks
will be filled in , giving us a full picture-at least for the 1869 period-of wh en
individual mails were mad e up and cancelled at Shan ghai (this was first
month ly and th en twice monthly) and whe n th ey were recei ved at San Fran
cisco.

An error ha s turned up in the original chart, which appeared on page 218
of Chronicle 80. Th e entrv for October 14, 1871 should read October 1:2, 1871;
and the Shanghai date for this cover should read OCT 12, not OCT 14. T his
error resulted from misreading a lightly stru ck marking. My apologies . For
tunat ely, ano ther cover (#8 below), clearly October 12, showed up to prove
the error.

w

"
,
'I

/
Figure 3. November, 1869-Earliest reco rded use of the IDe 1869 stlmp from the Shlnghli consul.r post offlc •.
Th. killer is • type not pr evio usly seen on I IDe 1869 cover.

To update the record, the new covers are listed herewi th, in chronological
order :

1. November 2?, 186D-horizontal pair of JOc 1869 on double-rat e fold ed
letter from Shanghai to New York City. Th is cover, shown as figure 3, was listed
with quest ion marks (representing incomplete info rmation) in Chronicle 80. T he
letter within is da telin ed "Sha nghae, Novemb 19, 1869" an d a docketing note
shows it was received in New York "Jan 3." Un for tuna tely, th e seco nd numeral
in th e consular date stamp is unclear, an d th e cover do es no t bear a San F ra n
cisco receiving stamp. Nonetheless, it can be reasonably deduced th at th e cover
crossed the Pacific on the PMSS China , which left Yokohama December 2, J.869
an d reached San Francisco December 2.5. The San Francisco receiving stamp, if
there were one, would probably read "DEC 26." T his is by almost four mon ths
the earliest cover seen bearing 10c 1869 stamps from China, and your editor
is indebted to Ryo Ishikawa for providing it. TIle killer is a circl e of four
wedges, a type not seen on 'any of the other covers in this study. On e strik e
of the killer ties, another does not. This kill er has been noted on covers from
Shangh ai bearing th e 10c gree n Washin gton stamp of th e previous issue, further
indication of the cover's ea rly use. It suggests th at the four-wedge killer was
retired (or transformed ) some time during th e winter of 1869-1870. After March
1870, six- and eight-wedge killers are see n. types of which were shown in
Chronicles 80 and 81.

2. March 13, 1870-.10c 1869 on cover from Shangh ai to Virgini a. forwarded
from Bedford Cou nty to Appomattox Court House. This cover is assigned a
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dat e of March 13, 1870, using the methodology described in Chronicle 80. The
Shan ghai con sul ar shows MAR 13, th e San F ranci sco receiv ing mark APR 14.

3. May ??, 1870-three 10c 1869 on cover · from Shanghai to Virgini a, con
sular dat e unknown, San Fra ncisco date JUN 15. A triple-rat e cover .

4. Jul y 12, 1870-10c 1869 on cover from Shangh ai to Longmeadow, Mass.
Con sular date JUL 12, San Fran cisco date (on reverse) AUG 13.

5. Oct ober 13, 1870-10c on cover from Shanghai to Tuthill, Ulster County:
New York. Consular date OCT 1.3, San Francisco NOV 18.

6. Anothe r cover , sam e dat es, from Shan ghai to Canton, Lawrence County,
New York.

7. May 12, 1871-horizontal pair showing part imprint at bottom, double
rat e cover from Shangh ai to "Tuthill Town , Ulster, N.Y., U.S.A." Shanghai MAY
12, San Francisco JUN 1.3.

8. October 12, 1871-lOc 1869 on cover from Shanghai to Jefferson , Iowa.
This is an other cover from th e Robinson correspondenc e. Docketi ng confirms
assigne d dat e. Consular dat e OCT 12, San Francisco dat e NOV 16.

9. Oct ober 24, 1871-10c ]869 on cover from Shanghai to New York Ci ty .
Consul ar dat e read s OC T 24, San Fran cisco date not known. The year assign
ment here is deduced . The dat es don't work for 1870, and 1872 would be verv
lat e. .

10. August 12, 187?-lOc 1869 on cover from Sha nghai to Harrisburg, Lewis
County, New York. The consular dat e stamp here reads AUG 12, th e San
Franci sco receivin g mark SEPT 13. Alas, the San F rancisco date works equa lly
we ll for two or eve n three possible yea rs. The steamer A merica reached San
Fran cisco September 12, 1870; the China arrived September 12, 1871; and th e
Great Republic reach ed there September 12, 1872. The year 1869 is impossible,
and 1872 is probably too late, but both 1870 and 1871 work very we ll. So we
still need more covers-hopefully with internal evidence or docketing-before we
can sort out the August dat es.

11. ?-?-18??-10c 1869 from the U.S. Consulate at Foochow, via Shanghai to
Cheyenne , W yoming Territory. The dat es aren't known here, the cover is de 
fective, and your editor hasn't personally examined it. Still , it sounds most in
ter esting-from a rare origin to an unusual territorial destination.

To summarize th e significa nce of this stu dy: We now know th at th e
lOc 1869 stamp was used at the Shanghai consular po st office at least between
Novembe r 1869 and October 1871. This is a period of 23 months, twice as lon g
as th e stamps were current in the U.S., which might explain why these cover s
are relati vely common. For th e 23 months in qu estion , dateable covers have yet
to be seen for December 1869; for Janu ary, February, April and August of 1870;
an d for January, February, August and Septemb er of 1871. Covers from th e
regul ar monthly mails during thi s per iod were usually (but not always) stampe d
at Shan gh ai on the Ll th , 12th , 13th or 14th .

Given th e good informati on we now have ab out Pacific mail crossings,
and given th e apparent abunda nce of covers, espe cially after 1870, it ou ght to be
po ssible to sort out th e specific dat es for all the differ ent governme nt-contr act
mails tha t passed between Sha ngha i and San F rancisco, from th e opening of
th e Shan gh ai consular post office (dur ing the summer of 1867) right up through
U.P.U. If any society member wants to take on this task, I would be happy to
sha re th e information I have.
1869 NOTES
• Mi xed franking: Your period editor defin es a mixed-franking cover as any
cover that used the stamps of mor e th an one nation to bring it to its dest ination .
A number of mixed-franking covers exist, showing one or more stamps of the
1869 ser ies. In recent yea rs, your editor has recorded 1869 covers showing
stamps of France, Great Britain , Hawaii , Peru , Turkey and Wurttemberg. He
would like to compile a photographic listing of all such covers, in hopes of doing
a write -up for th ese pages. Help from other collectors will be appreciated .
Indeed, it will be essential.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLISSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
THE NEW YORK POST OFFICE
Just how New York City's Main Post Office functioned during th e Bank

Note yea rs (1870-1888) has always been some thing of a myster y to philatelists .
Few official records have sur vived , leaving great gaps in our knowled ge of th e
operation. Collectors, particularly of New York Foreign Mail Cancellati ons from
the period 1870-1876, have had littl e light on th e for eign mail routines beyond
what cou ld be deduced from the covers themselves .

Now a young Washington collector, Route Agent Jer emy Wil son , through
digging into th e archives and old newspaper files ha s uncovered information
not pr eviously availabl e. His find still leaves much to be surmised, but it fills
some major gaps in the story of posta l history . 'Wilson is optimistic that further
research will be even mor e productive, and he intends to keep diggin g. It's great
to welcome you ng , intelligent and am bitious collectors to the ranks of philately.
Like a Breath of Spring!

The New York Post Office is ou tstandingly important in postal his tory.
By reason of the city's population , commerci al -financial conc entration, and
seaport location, a major sha re of the United Stat es mails passed through that
office. During three decad es (1844-1875) of rapidly growing mail volume , this
postal torrent had to flow through an antiqua ted church stru ctu re which had
been somewhat renovated and remodeled to function as th e Main Post Office of
the nation's metro polis. (Figure 1).

Figure 1. North inlerior " lew of Ihe Posl Off ice aft er il was eslablished in 1844 in the old Middle DUlch
church building on Ihe easl side of Nassau slree l belween Libe rly and Cedar streels.

The old Middle Dutch Chnrch stood on Na ssau street between Libertv
an d Cedar, conveniently central to the downtown con gestion of banks, import
export firms, and assorted other large scale businesses. The building was never
a really efficient postal facili ty. however . Patrons continually complained and
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agitated for a new building adequate to the work load. B~lt by throwing massive
manpower into the fra y-a stra tegy that the Postal Service a full cen tury later
still relies upon-th e old Post Office somehow kept the volume of domestic and
foreign mails moving for 31 years .

At long last , in mid-187S a new five-story post offic e building wa s com 
pleted (afte r five and one-half yea rs) at th e south end of the City Hall Park.
(F igure 2). Whether by design or acciden t, the move to the new struc ture closely
coincide d with two other dat es that are important to collectors of Bank Note
Issu es. On Jul y 1, 1875 the 5c rate to numerous countries in the Universal Postal
Union becam e effec tive . Ten days carlier the 5c blue Taylor stamp (Scott 17!))
had been issued to serve th e new int ernational rate. The U.P .U. and 5c postage
brought a decline in th e use of fancy Foreign Mail cancellations, and widespread
adoption of standa rd ized dom estic cancellations soon followed.

Figure 2. New New York Post Off ice complet ed 1875 located at south end of City Hall Park.

Jerem y Wilson's interesting find s consist of feature stories in two issues of
th e New Y ork Tim es. The first , dealin g with operations in the Middle Dutch
Church post office, appeared on February :2, 1874. The second, on August 28,
1875 and presumably by th e same ano nymous journalist, gave some details of
cer tain opera tions in th e new Post Off ice.

In experi en ced in the essentials of mail handling, the reporter frequently
was more impressed with minutiae than with matters significant to postal his 
tori ans. Also, his writing leaned to th e flor id style then prevalent. In th e inter
ests of brevity an d simplicity, these excerp ts have been subs tantia lly reduced
in detai l, omitting a good many rotund adject ives and high -flown figures of
speech. All of the philatelic ally relevant materia l has been scrupulously pre
served.

New York T im es
February 2. 1874

T ha t part of th e city sou th of Ful ton st ree t an d cas t of Bro adw ay is th e grea t
fin ancial ce n ter o f the co u nt ry . Bu t at nigh t the on lv bui ld ing ther eabouts tha t gives
outsid e evidence o f li fe with in is th e Post Office. wh ich since 1844 has 'ca rried on it s
bus iness in th e a nc ien t struc tu re tha t p re viou sly was th e o ld Nor th Du tch Ch urch . For
too man y years t hi s has been a Post Office of whi ch th is com m u nity has been asha me d .
The ci ty is looking forwa rd to the ti me. less th an IH months in fu tu re. when new quar
ters will be provid ed in th e sp lendid building now nearing com p letio n in City Hall
Park. T here the post office sta ff will ha ve room to work effi cie n tly and in com fort .
232 The Chronicle / Novem be r 1974 / Vol. 26, No .4



No longer will their heal th be enda nge red by the shor t -comi ngs of th e p resent Ill 
ven tila ted. worm -ea ten, and dilapida ted old structure whic h h as so long been a re proach
to the cit y.

U nli ke th e other bu ildings in its ne ighborh ood. the Post Offi ce is a beeh ive of
acti vit y th roughou t the nigh t. It s d ingy, vault- like interi or is a lig ht with thousands of
gas je ts. and hund reds of men are busy at wor k. H ere they are hauling in mail bags on
hand trucks and emptyin g them in different parts of the offi ce. T here they are fli ngi ng
paper packet s through the air. Yonder they bend over ta bles shu ffli ng . sta m p ing. and
packing together great heaps of" letters spread out be fore them. In the midst of all th is
bustle there is no hum of voices. T o preven t mista kes. the work ers' atten tion m ust be
exclusi vely fixed u pon th e work.

The New York Post Office is one of the gr ea t di stributing offices in the coun try .
Its employees have to handle no t only th e mail intended for this ci ty but also an im 
mense am ount of matt er in transit from Eu rope and other parts of America for di s
tr ibu tion elsewh ere. T he excellen t order reigni ng and the re liable. rapi d d isp atch are
a measure of th e efficiency a tt aine d in this office d esp ite limited space and in adequate
facilities. It is th e resu lt of years of ex perie nce . and ha s been improved in no small
degree by Postmaster J am es.

In the main roo m on th e first floor of the building are five large tables. On one,
called the Jug, th e bulk of newspap er matter is recei ved and emptied. The other fou r
tables are ma rk ed respecti vely No rth. Sou th . East . and West. The newspapers . pamphlet s,
cir cul ars. etc., after pa ssing across th e Jug ar e sor ted and di st ributed at these fou r tables
into the mail bags fo r deli ver y at various cit ies. towns. and post offic es in th e four
grand divi sions of th e coun try. All matter in tende d for New York City is carried to
the Box and City Deli very departments. and th e City Newspaper room on the same
floo r. All letter s intended for ou t of town post offi ces are carried up stairs to be
properly sor ted and prepared for re ma ili ng.

A re cord is kept of every bag brought in or out of the office. Bags con taining
letters are carried to a zinc covered pl atform at one end of th e ro om on th e first
floor. are em p tied th ereon , and well shaken. The letters are then put into a basket
and carried to the different depar tm ent s for furt her opera t ions. One h as but a feeble
concep tio n of th e Illany times the newspap er or le tter is han dled before it reach es the
add ressee. It is har d physical labor to incessant ly rake togeth er , p ick out, and fling
th e sma ll paper packages righ t and left . fore and aft . or pile them into the p igeon h oles
from which th ey m ust agai n be ta ken ou t. tied up, and labeled for the mail bags .

The men emp loyed at the tables in the newspaper and circu lar room h ave ranged
before th em a large nu m ber of mail bags kept open mou the d by means of wooden
frames on which the name of the destina tion pos t office is lab eled . The men throw the
pa ckets in to the approp ria te bags with invariable accu racy, acq u iri n g this peculiar
knack by practice.

In th e department where letters a re receiv ed and d istribu ted for City Deli very or
rem ailing. th ey are fir st sp read out in long rows upon tables and carefully sorted .
Lett er s for the th rou gh mails and those for way stations on various railroads are
separa ted and distri bu ted to the app ropriate tables: North . Sou th. East , West , and R ail 
ro ad . At th ese five ta bles other clerks re -sort the letters, bundle and label th em for the
proper mail bags . Each of several vetera n employees ar e said to carry more than 34 ,000
post offices in th ei r heads.

Letters to New York City addresses are sent to the Box and City Delivery depart
ment for further sor ting. T hey go to th e various p ost office sta tions in the City, to
car ri er s for th eir respecti ve routes, to pa trons' post office boxes, or to the alphabetically
arranged pigeonholes behi nd the genera l delivery windows. As th e letters ar e sorted
over they are sta m ped in ink with the well kn own po st office ma rks. Fresh relays of
men da y and ni ght carryon the never -ending work.

Post Offi ce employees cont inually need to de cipher alm ost ill egible addresses, most
frequently in sor ting th e foreign mail s. Addresses of several lett e rs picked at random
out of a heap were qu ite legible to your repor ter. O thers seeme d practically unintel 
lig ibl e. A few looked hopeless. But postal off icia ls asser t tha t there is always som ebody
who pro ves able to read any thing th at comes a long . Most of the clerks . th ey say, are
ex pe r ts in unraveling these riddles.

A con sid erable proportion of the letters received fro m fore ign countri es contain
gloves, handkerch iefs. and ot her sma ll art icles . Sometimes even d iamonds ar e sm uggled
th rough in this manner. Such lett ers and pac kets are no t su bjected to close scrutiny in
the Post Office. as it is d ifficul t to determ ine whether th eir contents are du tiable
wit hout breaking open the envelopes. which would vio la te regu lations. \ Vashington .
h owever , is po ndering some system of effect ive esp ionage to sto p th is leak age of customs
reve nue.

In th e Registry Department so ma ny sa fegu ard s are th rown aro u nd th e letters
th at it seems a lmost impossib le that an y of them could go astray, or their contents be
sto len witho ut det ect ion . A con siderable wor k for ce is em p loyed in auditing, check
ing, and reco rding each letter in large blank books. T he syste m insures th a t if a re gis.
tered letter sho uld be lost, stolen . or tampereu with. the post office resp onsible wou ld
promp tly be disclosed and th e guilty person d iscovered . Up to J anuary 29 of this year .
34.000 registered letters for City Delivery and 20.350 for out of town offices were re o
ceived in the New York Post Offi ce.
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Figur. 3. "Alon g the Dock. , New York City," as drawn by A. R. Waud and publi she d in "Harper's Weekly"
for Se pte mber 4, 1869.

N ext door to th e R egistr y Department is th e room where sta mped env e lopes a rc
stored . Huge p iles o f bo xes fill i ts ta bl es a nd she lves. There must he m any th ousan d
dollars worth kept co ns ta n tly o n h and .

In th e Forei gn Mail Dep a rtmen t on the n ight of the write r 's visit th ere was more
th an usu al act ivity, since severa l steamers ha d arrived with le t te rs fr om o th er quarte rs of
th e glo be. [ An a rt is t 's ske tc h of the docks of "ell' York in 1869 is ill u strat ed as Figu re 3. ]
A m an with a ma ni a fo r sta mp co llect ing , i f acco rded the privi lege of tearing th em off
the le tt ers in th is d e p artmen t , would he re ndered supcrlut ively h appy. [ Ed ito r 's n ote :
H e shou ld he as ha med to m in those rovers "] O n a lmo st a ny d ay 01' ni ght he wo u ld o b 
tain specimens o f sta m ps from every civilized cou nt ry in t ile wo rld . Man y of th e fo re ig u
le tt e rs receiv ed fro m th e incomi ng mai l bags h ad had t he postage on ly part paid . The
amou n t due o n su ch a letter is stamped upon th e enve lope for co llec t ion when delivered .
and whatever part o ! til e sum so collect ed is d ue to fore ign co u ntries is paid to th ose
cou ntries by th e U ni ted Sta les .

T h e Ci ty Newspa pe r roo m is where t he excha nges 01 va r iou s metropolit a n news
p ape rs a nd p eriod ica ls a rc d eposited in p igeon holes for delivery. Great ca re is ex erci sed
tha t th e newsp a p ers sha ll be p rom pt lv suppl ied with th eir exch a nges a nd mail , a nd that
m orn ing newsp a pers m a iled to o ut o f town su bscri be rs sha ll be sen t a way as soon as
p ossib le .

One room in th e Po st O ffice is u sed for a sleep ing co m par tm en t. T he re postal ca r
agent s who m ak e up or dist r ibute m ai ls at way sta tions on the trunk lin es sleep. These
offic ial s a rc co nst a n t ly go in g and co m ing. They lead a lif e wh ich is fa tiguing a nd fu ll
of exci temen t.

The reporter who cover ed the opening of the New York Main Post Office,
probably th e same man who wrote th e feature story about the old Post Office,
concentrated more on th e gilded-a ge grande ur of th e structur e th an its improved
facilities for handling mail. He did , however , provid e some int erest ing detail s
on three specific postal op erati ons: Mail brought to the Post Office by the public;
Mail closings in the Foreign Mail Department; and , Sale of foreign posta ge
stamps at a window in the F oreign Mail Dep artment. Your editors' comme nts on
th is last topic foll ow the excerpt from th e Tim es.

New York T im es
Augu st 28, 1875

Ma il b ro u gh t to t he Post O ffice fo r d ispa tch is rece ived al on g a corri dor th rough
d rops in to wh ich t h e p ub lic deposi ts ou tgo ing leit e rs. T here is a d rop fo r eac h state in
th e U n ion , and In-nea th eac h is a d ro p for the p ri nci pa l city in th a t sta te . Below both
of th ese aga in is a slid e into which will he inse rted a ca rd con tai n ing a n a n nouncemen t
of th e time a t which each mai l closes.
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Assu mi ng tha t lett ers are th us sepa ra ted _by the p ubl ic and p ut in to th e p roper
d rops . they a re then carried to the postmarking_tables which run paralle l. ~ere they
are sta mped from a revolvin g pad and are .ru n 11110 grooves 01.1 . the postmarkmg table

. wh ich correspond wit h the groO\'es from wh ich th ey are taken . They are then made up
in packages. .

In Foreign Mai l Dep artment the~e is a. drop for eac h cou n try . As th e le tt ers .come III

th ey are recei ved on a flat coun ter III which ar c .doors or trap s. \ Vhen th e mal! clo~.
th e traps are opened and th e letters falI through into a ba sket where they rem am until
the next ma il. A spec ia l sta ff of clerks is ~-et?in~d ~n this .ser vice. [Examples o~ Ie~ters
that passed through th e New York Post Office s Foreign Mall Dep artment to destinations
abroad arc illustrated as Figures 4 and 5.] .

At one window in the Foreign Mail Dep artment peopl e can purchase for eign
postage sta mps to affix on letters leav ing New York City for suc h foreigu cou nt ries .

Figure 4. NYFM Concenotion A17. To Landon by Steomer " City of Richmond ."

One student of Bank Not e Issues surmises that the use of th ese foreign
stamps by mailers in New York was to insure delivery and obviate th e hi gher
cost of postage du e that might be assess ed to addressee in th ose countries no t
ye t members of the Universa l Postal Union.

Your editors canno t acc ept this explanation on presen t ava ilable ev ide nce.
In their years of studying New York Foreign Mail (NYF M) cancella tions, th ey
have never seen a NYFM cover th at gav e evidence of such use of foreign p ostage
stamps .

It would indeed seem logical to affix uncan celled foreign sta mps in New
York, according to the hypothesis outlined above. for ca ncella tion by th e cou n
try of destin ati on before delivery to th e addressee. If suc h practice ever pre
vailed, then surely some covers still exist to attes t to thc usage. If the New York
Post Office maintained a stock of foreign postage for sale to ma ile rs at a pub
lic window, th ere mu st have been a consi derab le demand to jus tify thi s service
an d a considerabl e number of the resultant covers wo uld be in colle ctors' hands.

New York Foreign Mail covers with com binations of foreign stamps and
United States stamps are rare, bu t they do exist. All examples tha t your ed itors
have seen, however, represent one or the other of two quite d ifferent uses.
Most frequently encoun tered , but still very scarce , ar e NYFM covers forward ed
from one foreign country to anothe r, typically addressed to a traveler. Some
European banking offices seem to have applied appropriate foreign stamps
before forwardi ng let ters to tho se of their peripatetic cus tomers who used th eir
overseas offices as mailin g addresses.

Much rar er are NYFM covers of the other mixed franking typ e. Such a
cove r originated in a foreign country, typically one of the ' Vest Indies or other
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Figure 5. NYFM Cancellation A22. To Germany by Steamer "America" via Engla nd .

na tions off th e beaten path of regu lar mail service to Europe, and was addressed
to another for eign country and routed via Ne w York. The mailer paid his own
nation's posta ge to New York and additionally affixed United States postage to
pay th e rate from New York to the country of final destination. In such cases
th e Unite d States sta mps were ca ncelled in New York with a NYF~ I cancellation .
Occasionally th e Unite d Stat es stamps were cancelled in error b y the ori ginating
country when cancelling its own stamps; th e New York F oreign Mail D epart
ment apparently acce p ted such acc identally ca ncelled stamps as still valid for
payin g th e United States postage to the fin al destinati on. Also occasionally th e
alre ady cancelled sta mps of th e origina ting country were ca ncelled again wi th
1 YFM cancellation. (See Fi gure 6.) Business firms and Unite d States con sulat es
in certain areas, notably such "cross roads" ports as St. Thomas in th e Virgin
Islands, often kept United States stamps on hand for use on th eir own mai l or
for the accommodation of their customers and con stituents.

Information from readers ha ving NYF M covers showing mixed fr anking
will be gre atly appreciated by your editors , espe cially if accompanied by clear
Xerox or photocopi es showing all postal markings as well as th e stamps and
addresses.

Figure 6. NYFM A16 canc elling Cuban as we ll IS United States stamps.
GIFT PROBLEM? SEE PAGE 200
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(a) Route Agents of the Confederacy
In the 1959 Dietz Confederate States Catalog and Handbook it is stated

"Confederate railroad postmarks fall into two general classifications. They are
those on covers mailed at the various railroad stations, and those which chiefly
served as identification markings on covers bearing other postmarks or cancel
lations. All are scarce and particularly so when used to cancel stamps on a
cover rather than merely a postmark."

The longer the reader considers this statement the more confusing it becomes.
In one interpretation it could be construed as saying that the only railroad mark
ings of the Confederacy were station markings and corner cards. This interpre
tation is largely borne out by the evidence to date as all such markings so far
cataloged for the Towl e & Meyer Catalog are station markings such as in
frequently found for Virginia Central RR (Afton, Bumpass, Cobham, Fisher
ville, Junction, Pond Gap ), the Virginia & Tennessee RR (Bristol) and the
Nashville & Chattanooga RR (Anderson, Estell Springs, Smyrna, Wartrace).
Even the italicized stations have not been reported for cataloging but they do
exist.

On page 116 of the Towle & Meyer Catalog it was noted "although the
Confederate Post Office Dept. is known to have employed route agents, it is
not known that these agents were authorized to receive, sort and cancel mail
en route. Some route agent markings of the Confederate period are listed in
Diet z Catalog but to date no satisfactorily authenticated examples have been
seen by the authors of this work. A few station markings have been recorded
with both Confederate and U.S. period usa ge. Notes will be found after certain
routes requesting collectors to submit markings for recording and the authors
hope to have the collaboration of collectors owning them."

As a matter of interest those routes suspected of having possible route agent
markings applied on train are:
Route 303: Virginia Central RR, Large Circle. (Possible Remele V3a, V3b) .
Route 311: So.Side Va. RR, Large Circle. (Possible Remele SAc).
Route 322: North Carolina RR, Large Circle. (Possible Remele NI6c).
Route 337: Greenville & Columbia RR, Large Circle. (Possib le Remele G3a).
Route 401: Ala. & Ten. River RR, Large Circle. (Possible Remele Ala, Alb).

After six years not one single example of a Confederate route agent mark
ing has been reported or mentioned to your Editor.

It may be of interest to outline the basis for the statement that there were
Confederate route agents. Postmaster Gen eral Reagan's report to President
Davis, Nov. 7, 1864, states on page 8: "Increase of compensation to Route
Agents . . . The route agents of this Department are now allowed a compensa
tion of $1800 per annum. Good business qualifications are essential to the ef
ficient and proper discharge of their duties and no class of officers under the
government is taxed with more unremitting and laborious duties. Their com 
pensation is inadequate; and I respectfully recommend that their salaries be in
creased to such sum as shall be authorized by the Postmaster General, not ex
ceeding $3,000 per annum."

Page 15 of the same report lists receipts and expenditures for the 3rd and
4th quarters of 1863 and 1st quarter of 1864. The amount paid route agents is
$75,548.77. From this amount Henry Meyer deduced that there must have been
approximately 55 route agents at the time. In contrast, although not exactly
comparable, on Sept. 30, 1859 under U.S.P.O.D. there were 113 route agents
divided as follows: Virginia (incl. West Virginia) 32, North Carolina 11, South
Carolina 12, Georgia 16, Florida 1, Alabama 6, Mississippi 9, Louisiana 8, Ten
nessee 17, Arkansas 1, and Texas O.
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The other evi dence to support the existence of rou te agents is found in
two letters, b oth from Appointme nt Bureau , Post Office D ept. , Co nfede rate
States of America . The fir st letter dated Richmon d, Va., Dec. 12, 1862, is
addressed to Mr . E. McDermead, Route Agent, Richmond, Va.:

"Dear Sir. I fin d th ere are no mail keys on hand in the Dept. Col. Bradfield
(in charge of the Insp ection Office) promises to procure you on e as soon as
possible and forward. I write this that you ma y be assured that your commission
was duly execu ted by me, very truly yours , J. E. Griswold."

The second letter which has just com e to attention of your E ditor is dated
Richmond, Va. D ec. 29, 1862, to Solomo n Cohen, Esq . P. M. Savannah, Ga.:

"Sir . The Postmaster Gen eral having determined to remove th e route agents
on th e Charleston & Savannah Railroad- Messrs. H. G. Duffres an d E. P. Moody,
you will pl ease give not ice of the fact , th at applicants for th e appointm en t may
forward th e nec essar y recom mendat ions and test imonials of fitn ess for th e con
sideration of the D epartment . Very respec tfully, B. N. Clem ent s, Chief of the
Ap pt. Bureau."

So although use of route agen ts by th e Confedera cy is estab lishe d the prin
cipal qu estion no w b ecom es a ma tter of why they apparently did not sor t m ail
on tr ains and handstamp letters delivered to th em without cancellation. Since
th is system was employed by th e U.S.P.O.D. imm ediat ely b efore secession it
could logic ally b e suppos ed to have carried th rou gh as th e modus op erandi of
the new service . It has b een opined by some th at th e on ly route agent m arkings
to be found under Confederacy were applied on mail car s by route agents dur
ing th e tran siti on period between secession and June 1, 1861, when th e Con
federate Post Office D ept. took over operations . As soon as th ey could get or
ganized th e first natural b ureaucrati c act wou ld have b een to forthwith remove
any route agen ts left working fro m previous administr ation.

One po ssible theory for failure of rout e agen t markings to have been used
is that at commencem en t of hostilities th ere was a severe shorta ge of railway
cars to move troop s and supplies so that all mail and baggage cars b ein g sui ta b le
for such use were probab ly comma ndeere d by th e military. This wo uld leave
route agents to shi ft for themselves in passenger cars or oth er rejected equip 
ment, which were ob viously unsuited for sorting mail en route th ereby relegating
ro ute age nts to mo re or less the function of a mail ro ute messenger- ha ndli ng
closed pouches solely.

Another p ossible th eory was that due to confused mail conditions, the va st
flo w of correspondenc e occasioned by formati on of a new gove rn me nt, a shor tage
of trai ned agents and needed suppli es an d hectic ra ilroad opera tions th at orders
were issue d to for get en rou te sor ting and keep cond itions simple b y resorting to
a closed pouch system wi th all sor ting bein g done at post offi ces where condi
tions were probably closer to normal.

The sub ject of route agent s under th e Confederate Post Office D ept. , their
functions and working methods, is an interesting research top ic an d to reach
firm conclusion s considerably more evidence th an we now have is r equisit e.
All postal history stu dents should be on the lookout for corr espondence, regu
lations, data , and covers revealing inform at ion abo ut rou te agent operations in
this period. W e also ren ew our request for all Confederate perio d railway mark
in g and postal his tory collec tors to examine th eir holdings an d promptly re po rt
any covers appearing to have rou te agent marki ngs, eithe r handstamped or
manuscript, applie d on trains or in mail cars in th e Confederacy in the 1861-1865
period.

(b) Feature Cover

A ra re and attractive comb inati on of stea mboat corner card with both water
and rail carriage is illustrated by the cover shown in Fi gure (f). The photograph
is from th e fil es of Henr y Meyer and the details on the cover are from Fl oyd
Risvold, expert on wate rway usages, as noted in Henry Meyer's usual meticulous
res ea rch no te s.

The Andy [ohnso n was a Mississippi River steamboat on th e St. Louis, Mo.
Keokuk, l a. ru n. As shown by the enclosure, the letter was written at Keokuk
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Bte mer ANDY
H. W. BROLASKI. Maste r .

~~

o NSOI,
BEN. W . CLARK. Clerk.

Flgu.. f

Landing, Aug. 5, 1866. F rom blu e crayon notation "Way, Aug. 6, '66," th e
letter was probabl y carr ied by an other stea mboat from Keokuk to Davenport
and placed on Mississippi & Missou ri RR. tr ain by th e clerk or carrier. Rou te
agent manuscript mark ing is M. & ~L R. R , Iowa, Aug. 7. 1866. The stamp is
can celled , probably by route agent. wi th red crayon.

At th e tim e the An dy [oh nsou was a new b oat, having b een built the same
year. The writer of th e letter was a friend of th e clerk and captain of th e b oat.
Railroad marking not presently ca ta loge d, hut will he 702-Q-2. Iowa Ci ty is
loca ted .55 mil es west of Davenpo rt on the M. & ~'I.-shortly to b ecome th e
main lin e of th e Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific Rail way. Note th e ch an ge in
designation of th e University-presen t Iowa Sta te b eing at Ames and Univ. of
Iowa at Iowa City.

te) Remele Catalog :

Through th e coopera tion of Agents Dr. James Milgr am , Henry W enk, and
HalTY Yea ger we are able to offer the following addenda to Rem ele period list 
ings:
(1) B-12-h, 33)~ mm., Boston & Maine RR.

Black should be adde d to vario us stri kes reported for th is marking in 18.51-.57
period.

(2) Housatonic Railroad
A new variety of the very int eresting markings of thi s sma ll Ne w E ngland
railroad is now report ed. Markin g is in red and of double circle va riety but
rat e shown in th e inner circle is "10." Spacing of letters d iffers from double
circl e typ es H -4-c and H-4-d and th e single circle, ra te 10 typ e, H -4-f. Pend
ing discovery of a complete str ike th e marking is tentati vely ca taloged as
H -4-i. An example of thi s marking was sold in a recent Siegel sale on 1847
5c oran ge brown, but being on stamp, wa s incomplete.
H-4-i , 29)~ mm-16~ mm . D. Circle, Red , 1847-51.

(3) Jeffersonvill e & Columbus R.R.
The Rem ele catalog does not illustrat e thi s rare marking .or list particul ar s.
W e are fortunate to be able to show a complet e tr acin g for th e first t im e.
J-l , 32~ mm, black , 1851-57.
Cd) Towle-Meyer catalog:
With th e collaborat ion of Messrs. Evans, Haas, Kendall , Leet, Fingerhood,

Spelm an , and Ulric h, and of th e W estern Postal H istor y Mu seum, we are pl eased
to present th e following addenda and corrections:
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Fig ur. c

58-D- l: New killer types-Nega tive in circle (F igure a) and negative N in
square (F igure b ). .

:239-S-3: New year dat e of use-1880.
Through the fortunate find of the correspondence of a naval ca reer of
icer man y fin e and interestin g Bank note per iod covers have reached th e
philat elic world . A good number of th ese covers addressed to Thomas
Looker, USN, origin at ed in Mu irk irk , Xld, and many carry th e Mu irkirk
do ub le ova l B. & O. R. R. sta tion marking as only evide nce of origin.
lll ustrated cover (F igure c) is from this find and has three Muirkirk
blue str ikes, black an d red London receiving marks and B.F . Steve ns,
London , double oval forwarding marking in red . Unfortuna tely th e
recipient, we believe, scra tch ed out the address in ink on all th e
cover s in th e lot, possibly as evide nce that they had been answered.

:260-C-l: New veal' date-1883.
5.56-F -2: Correct ca talog numbe r to .556-T-1.
.5.56-F -3: Correc t catalog nu mb er to .'556-1-:2.
556-F -4: Correct catalog numb er to 5.'56-1-3.
709-S-4: New vea l' da te-186:2.
759-S-l : New color-dark blue: new date of IIse-1876.
835-C-l : New kill er-negative E in black rectan gle (F igure d).
837-F-2: New kill er-black W (F igure e).

NEW LISTINGS:
114-F -2: 26. b lack , Banknote , 2.
25 1-B-I : 27 . bl ack . \ VYD 1885 . 8 . bl ack negative E kill er. (Fra nk lin Furnace a nd W aterl oo ) .
380 -E- I : 27 . bl ack . "'YD 1886. 4. (Fern and ina and Orlando) .
53 2-S-I : rou nded box , blue . " 'YD 1890. part inlvI . (Lou isville 1\: N ashvi lle R . R . Bru mfi eld . Kv,

on Li vingston Bra nch 17 m iles sou th of Leban on , Kv.) .
.~6i -S-4 : D . Ov a l. 31lf.!-22 V2 x 24 If.! -I5lf.!. blu e. "'VI) 1880. N . (Co lu m b ia Ce n te r. Cc n t ra l Oh io

Di vision . Baltimo re a nd Oh io R . R ., 16 m iles l'a sl of Co lu m bus . Ohio) .
571-S-2: D . Circle , 22 -14, blue , " 'VD I87ll. 20. (:"1'\1" Salem . W . Va .-:" orlhern W est Virgin ia

Division o f RaIt im ore & Oh io R .R.. :Hi m iles w,'s l o f Graft on on li ne 10 Pa rke rsbu rg) .
732-C-I : 2·1. b la ck. Ban kn o rc . 40. rIl lin o is Fanner's Rail road . This is th e second unusua l typl'

of rou te agent m a rk in g from this sh or t li ne ra ilroad opene d in 1872 fro m J ackson vill e to
Vird en , II !. 31 miles. Char tered ori ginall v as Fann er 's R .R .) .

849-C -I : 27 , b lack , "'YD I R8fi. 3. (Ash land a nd Abbotsford ) .
96.';-1' -1: 27, b lac k , wyn 1885. 3" . (Benson & Isaacso n , Ariz.) , Isaacson wa s n am ed after a

sto re op era ted at Il .S.-\ fex ico bou nd arv by J acob Isa acson . Shor rly a ft e r com p le t ion o f New
Mexico & A r izo na Railway so u th from Ben son to th e b ord er. nam e of settlem ent wa s
cha n ged to N oga les. Ariz.
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P LAT~ XXXVI

H- 4- i 3-1

114- ?-2j:;". 1 9 . eFi g . dFig. b:'i g . a

532-3-1

R~L.& N.
MAY,

1890
BRUMFI!LD KY.

J(3 0- :>1

732-C-1

251- B-1

5 71 - 3-2
A NEW BOOK
from the Collectors Club of Chicago

"The United States 186 9 Issue- an Essay-Proof History" Regular Deluxe
by Fred P. Schueren ._. . $17.50 $22.50

"New York Foreign Mails"
by Morr ison Waud & Arthur Van Vlisingen 17.5 0 sold out

"Chicago PostaI Histo ry"
edited by Dr. Harvey Karlen ._____ ____ ___ ______ _______ 17.50 22.50

"Franks of the Weste rn Expr esses"
by Mel Natha n ._... _. ._ 17.50 22.50

ALL POSTPAID IN THE U.S.A.

THE COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO
1029 NORTH DEARBORN ST. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610
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ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

- O LD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

Monthly lists available
and mailed free of charge.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"

WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers , both U.S. and Foreign .

Also interested in unusual

U.S. & B.N .A . stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK

OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
BOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403

We Specialize In The Following:

Choice U.S. Stamps

Fancy Cancels

Early U.S. Covers

WHAT DO YOU NEED? ASK FOR

A SELECTION ON APPROVAL. WE

ALSO BUY AND WOULD LIKE TO

HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE

STAMPS OR COVERS TO SELL.

u.s. PHILATELICS CO.
A.P.S. Box 09250 A
C.S.A. Chicago, Illinois ::J

U.S.C.C. 60609 D
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
LmER CARRIER SERVICE IN NEW YORK
©Copyright 1973 CALVET M. HAHN

(Con tinued fro m Chronicle 83: 186)

THE REASON FOR THE RISE OF THE LOCALS
Private operation of city posts in the 1840's was a logical consequence of th e economic

system of the period. A need for better mail handling was growing and th e govern ment did
not meet it. First, populat ion was booming. I ha ve already noted that in 1830 th ere was
one carrier for every 13,000 peop le in Ne w York City. According to the "U. S. Spe cialists
Column" of Mr. Barry, previou sly cited, th ere were 25 carriers in 1840. I have not been able
to ver ify this and suspect the figure is high. At the op ening of the U. S. Cit y Desp atch in
1842 there were but eigh t carriers involved, ris in g to 17 in 1845. In population , New York
City stood at 313,000 in IR40 and th e tr end was sharply up with 92 ,000 immigrants arrivin g
in th a t year alone-m an y staying in New York . Two years later annual immigration had
risen to 110,000. Thus by 1845, th e population had soare d to 415,000. The 17 carriers reported
by Elli ott Perry in the First 100 Years for th e 1844-5 period would have represented one
per 25,000 population-about half the needed staff.

The impact of the Pan ic of 1837-truly the depression of 1837·40-has not ye t been
discu ssed in it s effect u pon th e carrier service although the change in post off ice administra
tion, the fir e of 1835, an d th e problem of allocating th e fees from th e pos t office betwe en
the postm aster (for box es) or carriers (for domicile delivery) have been. The depression
was a serio us one. Banks in New York suspended opera tions in May 1837 setting off a chain
reaction. Specie payments were not resumed until la te 1839. Rents in New York Cit y dropped
almost 50% betwe en 1835 and 1840. The wholesale price index re gistered a very sh arp d rop
in 1837 an d did not tu rn bac k up until 1841-1842. The tr ou gh of th e depression was in
mid-1841. As the economy improved and population continued to boom new demands for
service were logical. It is possibl e that th e depression was the key factor in the relatively
small impact of the New York Penny Post.

~/

/'
(

BRANCH POST OFFICE. letter concerning s.Uor', Snug Herbour doted April 29, 1142, wi'" • red 27mm
NEW.YORK/APl/29 type 18 and a curved PAID and red pen "2" rate to Mr. Swan of 48 Exchange Place. Thi,
is the 2c fee for the Branch Post Office which had just been moved to the rebuilt Merchants' Exchange on
November 17, 1841. Had this letter gone through the Rotunda post office the fee would have been Ie .

T he re almost certa in ly was some deter ioration of service in th e 1836·42 period . The
report of Barnab as Bat es made this clear. Alvin Harlow , in Old Post Bags, reports that there
wer e 22 carriers on th e streets going as far north as Houston and Fourth street s in th e
late 1830's, and adds,

But even in the busin ess d ist ri ct ther e was on ly one deli ve ry per day and farther out,
only three per w eek .

The initial report of th e take over of the Cit y Despatch sho ws tha t only eight carriers in eight
d istr icts were used in ear ly 1842.

In add ition to th e number of carriers, the nu mber of sta tions is an important competitive
measu re. Both must be rela ted to the geogra p hy of the cit y. Postmaster John Lorimer Graham
in 1842 gives the geography:
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the Emit s of this city mail ex ten d from th e Ba tt ery to Twenty secon d street , a distance
of u pwards of thr ee miles , and fro m the Ea st River to the Hudson , w h ich at some
poi nts, a re di stan t f ro m ea ch other tw o miles and a quarte r-com preh endin g an area ,
in tersected by st reet s. a m ountin g to 113 miles in extent . . . .

T here had been a n add ition o f 16 blo cks-fro m 4th street to 22nd-isla nd wid e since th e
m id -1830·s. By 1844 , J oh n Boyd 's loca l was advertisi ng service up to 26th street a s the cit y
con tinued 10 sp rawl North at a ra p id pace.

T he New York Pen ny Post had had to use 75 stations a nd tw ice a day d elivery. T he
service was double that o ffe re d by the governmen t's letter carrie r opera tion in th e la te
1830 's on just d elivery a lone. It was probably double to tr ipl e the number of sta tions ope ra ted
in t he 1833·6 period . At the time of the gove rnment purchase of the City Despa tch th er e
were 101 sta t io ns - not qu it e one per mil e of st ree t to cover. T h is expande d in a few mo nths
to 112 sta t io ns a nd del ivery was u p to th ree t imes da ily. J ohn Boyd bega n hi s com petition
wi th the go ve rn me nt wit h o ver 200 sta ti ons (ch iefly in d rug stores and hotel s) . To th e ex ten t
tha t th e ~o" ernment was not successfu l in expandi ng th e sta t ions rap idl y enough to mee t
t he growt h in popula t ion or the d eli veries to m eet the competi tiv e offers, the local private
po st s had a com peti t ive wea p on .

Service ca n be m easured bv carr ie rs, co llect ion sta t ions, a nd frequ ency of delivery. In all
o f th ese th e offic ia l service h ad gaps tha t the priva te entrepre neurs wer e quick to exp lo it.
Anot her su p posed advanta ge wa s th e cr eation of th e ad hesive stam p by Mr. Windsor fo r
the City Despa tch POSI. T h is su pposed ly solved the prep aym en t p rob lem and increased th e
im por tan ce o f th e collectio n stat ions . I t is t rue tha t th e ad hesive wa s a n advantage and
was used m ore ex tens ive ly in th e ear ly d ays b y the p riv at e ope rators th a n by th e gover nment.
H ow ever. it s im porta nce has prob ab ly bee n oversta ted by p hilatel ists.

14. CARRIER FEE NOTED ON FACE. Red 25x24mm are SOUTH OLD/APRL/17/NY and tin y red PAID on a
Shelte, Island letter . Mspt . 121J2c ret e, " per the Flushing Stage ." 1825 letter with an address to 328 Pearl st,eet,
Walton hous e New York City to be su re it rece ived carrier delivery . A pen cil notation of 2c for the carrie, fee
shows that it did receive th at servic e . This is the earliest lett er so far recorded to sho w the carrier fee. It is
the list ing item fo r the arc.

In th e 18·IO's prepaym ent was the ex cep tio n not th e ru le . Up until the 1850 period ,
we ca n prob ably find more local covers wi thout stam ps than th ose with . And , many of
th ose tha t d o bear loca ls are sus pe ct. T he psychologica l sh if t from payment upon receip t
o f a le tt er to the p repaym ent of a le tter had not been m ade prior to 1850. The sh if t in volved
re flec t io ns o f status. eco nomic cla ss. e tc. Previous to 1840 on ly people aski ng favors prepaid .
P repaym en t imp lie d a n in abi li ty u pon th e part of th e recipien t to a fford le tt ers- wh ich
wer e ex pensive!

Unt il th e change in rates m ad e it econom ically ad va n tageou s to p repay letters in mid-IBb} ,
th e psyc ho logica l barrier wa s im por tan t. It is also tru e tha t m an y people p robably never
had to d eal wi th a sta m p in the ir live s p ri or to 1851. As ca n he see n from Appendix II a nd
III , less tha n 1112 % of I . S. postage ca me from stam ped le tters in the 1847 throug h 1851
peri od . In fac t. stamp re ve n ues wer e usua llv less th an th e Bri t ish re mi tt a nces on tran satla nt ic
ma il. Even a fter the 2c penaltv for unpaid letters was inst itu ted on July I , 1851 , we fin d 34%
of a ll le tt ers were sti ll u n pa id in fisca l 1852. wh ile on ly 33.-1 % were pai d b y stamps. Th e
p rob lem s of p urchasi ng st a mps a t thi s period are covered in Hu nt' s M erchan ts' Magazine in
1850, whic h repor ts:

Stam ps could be bou gh t n ow h er e save at the post of fice , an d were not fo r sale there
a t the windows . No cl erk can be trusted with the pr ecious charge . You must go
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15. UTICA CARRIER. Black 30mm circle WHITESTOWN/NOV./N.Y. circle and manuscript Paid 6 to Mr. La w is
Bradley, Art ist . Gen . St. , Utica , N. Y. This November 13th lett er asking th e art ist to make a copy of a girl's
min iature, at his own pri ce, as she is too haughty to grant th is re qu est for a locket, is undated, b ut the sty le
is known from 1839-1844 . It bears two ink manuscr ipt "Paid" marking s in different hands and a red manuscript
"2", wh ich is a carrier cha rge . Becaus e it has a street address, the " 2" carrier fee is most like ly to be a Utica
marking rather than a Whitestown one.

a round by a ba ck way. through an ob scure do or . u p a narrow. winding sta irway in to
a lobby havin g severa l d oor s, an d w hen you f in d the one lea din g to th e cashier's
room, you may en ter there and be allowed to purchase stamps!

The difficult ies were form idable and exp lain the re lative scarcit y of the 1847 issue on cover
in New York compared with th e qu antities of the per iod . I t was probably just as d iffi cu lt
to get the U. S. City Despa tch sta mp in ear lier years.

A fif th and fina l adva ntage th at th e p rivate op era tors had was price. Ellio tt Perry
d iscou rses u pon th is poin t exhaust ively in On e H u ndred Years A go and his argu ments need
no t be repea ted her e save to note tha t there was a price ad va nt age accruing to the p r iva te
o pera tions and th a t it was impor tan t. Barn ab as Rat es in h is lett er of Feb ruary 7, 1847 to
the Postmaster Genera l makes the poin t :

A fr ee deli very of lett e rs would in crease the r evenue by causing the greater portion
of the d ro p le t ters to be sen t th ro ugh th e pos t -off ice , Instead of the priva te of fices
now establi shed in d iffe rent parts of th e city . The on ly r ea son why th e City Despa tch
Po st fa il ed w as, that th ey cha rged more than the private penny post office s

T he gove rn ment had gotte n ou t of the Cit y Despatch bu siness abou t three month s ear lier .

::M ,~~ ~~i
!.cJ

c.-II 0 / {)5 :JtalrnorY/ cltrut

, .

16. lBTH CENTURY CARRIER DELIVERY-Ha rtford Sept. 30 , 1799 letter from son to his father. Wrl"en on way to
Brat tlebo rough, VI., this w as carri ed ou t of the mail to New Haven w h ere a red 33x4 mrn stra ig htline N.
HAVEN, Oct . 3 was app lied , and a IDe rat e. Docket ed as rec eived th e Sth October , it is clear that th is STREET
ADDRESS co ver was dis tr ibuted immediat ely upon rec eipt in N.Y., rath er th an h eld in the post office . Only Mr.
West or Mr. Duncan could have del ivered it, and as Mr. Wes l lived out on Church it was probably h e that
carried thi s caver out past Chath am Square to lOS Harmon St.
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MAGA ZIICES and PAMP.U1'1 are
rac.d by the Iheet,

ClIo
Cas...iednot over SO milea, per Gaea I

Oyer SO and not over 100 de. ;I t
&y gleat&lr d iflaoce •

But if can ita to a1lY poft-oii~ in}
the State in wh.ich it i, ~lIt
ed, ",hamer be tM dilbJlce
Ulc rate is

Each p2pn- carried not over
JDO mile.

C)VOet'.oo mile.

OBS ER J'A'l'IoNs.
When pollal! es a~ chargd .lClO h~n.

Cud i at a lill!!le letter charg ed aa douule.
an aba tement of the pol\age ""ill be:
made, if the letter or f acket i, opened Ut
tb e pre fence of the roll .Maflel" oc bi.
lette r . carri er, but not otherwife •

L euers mull be deliv ered at tM office.
ofBollon . New-York , PhiladeLph ia and
Baltimore, one ho..r before tbe tiRM: /ix 
ed tor Ihe depa rture of t he mad, and at

a." 'l's S. of PO S r If G E fw S;"g/~ .o t her offices half a n hour. or tht")' will
Leturs, lie unti l th e next poli.

L euer- casriers are employed at large
poIl .lowns . ...·110 d.l ivtl lett ers a t Ihe
n:fKfen ce of illd1V ld l)a j~; tbey ar e en
t i t lt d to twu cents tor e:IC I le t ter or pac
k et w hi ch Ihr)' del iver, in ;uld ilion to
the I'0llal(t . A ny pe rlou ma y, how",.r,
1l·... ervt. his ;-.= .tll"S at rhe pull:.office, on
l:1\'in ~ the po tt -n lall, r a wr uu n d ire c,
lio n I,. t hat P ll ll 'OI~ .

Poll,l;;e. of lell,n or I"ekets ma y De
paid in adv ance at the olDce wh"l !lie
I~ller is en tered III ~. cc,nvl yed by poll.

SHI!" [.ETTERS received by pr j- or lhe y rnav be len t Lnpall l at the write",
<r.l~c (hips , are rated at .~ cent, each. au ,\ choi ce . P d!a!?t 3 mtlll. always be pa id
if the y are for .... ard.d by pon , w ith tb ,· before del iveri ng of the Idler.
additi"n of the ordiua iy ra tes 01 lau .: P n. . d L _

Ib c, ?" .tna lters ." e . req ui re to "" very
"'S·bl( L "' . ... b ca u t iou s III d elivering lett ers , there be -'P et te rs p'lIIng In packet - oat. . . . c I r. I ~

fl 1 .. b be U ni ed S Ill!! III lum e lawns iever a perjons 0 rre
-er ve c; p' ~\ ;lled y I e mt tates , I lame na me., the dirtEt.on s lhould be
are rate as 0 ow: C Iparr icular in iuch cafes.

. S' I L'" t ' gt,. The di reEtion filou ld alw1Iy' ment ion
' f' !!, e etters a • I S d I) b .

D ' LI 6 jt le t J te, an genna v t e cOUIIly IR
O U t> e at J I . h I I • f,' ed f, h

Trl Ie or Packett at :t w lie t Ie p.Jce I~ IllIat i . or t tre
. p , , ": are places of the lame name In k-veral

Bnt at preftnt thue are no fuch public f th S t nd ' f, m St t s la
-cit-eli. boats. ·0 e t a ~. a ~n 0 e , a e p ces
c- of lhe fame name .1O diifrre nt cou nt Ies .

As in Pennfylvan!. the. e are tbrrc placu
It .4 'TE S of PO {; 'Tif G E if Nt<Ll'J' called Hanover.; one in Y lKk counly

Pap,,.,. wh~ a poll -office is krpt , on e in Dau-
CtL phin, and the other in LUlern e connty.

I \Vhen a lell rr i. t1dh ned to a place
: where " 0 pOII-ollice i. ~ert. the ncar ..1t

I! I' poJtl ·office OllJulti be mentioned. Htlle
.,lace

Miles. CIS
..Arty di/hll~ ne-t exceeding 10 6
(nq 10 and not C)(ceeJmg .. 60 8
.<Otrer 6 0 do. 1~ JO

(),-.r J 00 do. T SO H \

o..-er I \0 de, ,,~ J 5
(}ftrtoo duo - So J 7
·OtJer "50 do . 150 eo
Over 150 do . 4 Stt " .
O ..er 450 :tS

EX l' L if N A.,.10 N.
:Me. I« Maine .
~ II. New.HampOUre
Xc. Vennont
Jit. MafF:Iehufetts
1 ..1. Rhode<IOaqd
C~ ConncEt icut
)l~Y. New- York
~. J. New . Jerl"ey
,.,. Pellllfyinnia
~. T. North Weftcro T...itory
1>. Delaware
~ Md'1'la.d
)f.. 'Vi'l(mia
~ lC.entuky
11.-C. N"rth-Carolina
or; 'l'c11nelTee
,5. C. Soulh-Carolinac, Georgia 1

• ~. Potowmack
C . R. C rofs Roack
Co.h. Coun .HOlIk

The 1797 " postage guide" w ith a list of 504 postofflces and two pages of rat as and instructions signed by
A.. Bradley, Clerk in Ihe GPO, Philadelphia, November 1, 1796 was published in Jedidiah Morse'. "American
Gazetteer" at Boston. These instructions specifically covered ha,ne delivery by leHer carriers in maior cities.
The inslruction s, illustrated here, are re produced with the kind permission of the Collector 's Club of New York
whose rarity collection contains them.
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plarw i. not on :apoll·raad, and it is wifh- United Stares, ~creUrv of State, s~

cd that the poll maftcr thould forward tacy of (he T rea iury, Secrerary at \Vu.
the letter bypriwateconv~yance. that wilh P otl - Matter General , Co mptroller , Re
fftould be exprelTcd on th e lette r, and the p;lller aim Audlror of t he T'rearur y of
pollage Iheuld be paid at the office where Ihe Uni ted Srares, CommilTio ner 01 the
the let ter is entered, Re venue, P urveyor , Accornpt anr 01 the

When kuer. are deflined fo~ Canada W ar Office, and A ni na nt P oll M~lI er

or No va. Scolia, betw een which an4 the General j , the M embers of t he Senat e
U nited Statts there is a rrgul~ r cornrr.u - and H ou le of R eprefentar ives of the
rucalion by poa, the polhg~ mull be- UOIteJ Sla tes, :1011 theSecreta ry of t he
paid in "vance at the office whe re the Sena te and C lerk of the Honfe of Re4
letter is CAtered, fo f. ' al Burlington , prete nta tives , cl u rin ~ their aaual at
VermoDt, in one intlunce, and Brewen, terui...nee on COll~rd', and twenty day.
MaiD~, in the oth er inltance. alter the c1 lJ l~ of the ietlion , when their

When Ictter. arc fent by poll to be eon . lette rs do no t exceed tw o ounces i ll
Yeyed beyond tea , the po/tage mull be weig ht. a n.l t he De puty P oll. M ailers.
paid as far as the polt -office where the whcn 'lt tir leit ers do nut exceed half all
~ttas are intended to be (hipped, T he ou nce in w~ ; gh t . N " perf ou mayJ"r:tJlk
pott -mafter th ere will forwar d fuch let . ot her Id ter . lha" his own . If letler~

ten by the firll conveya nce. m e indoll-d to either of the delcriprjon
Ti,e poll . uffice does nor infure mnn ry uf ot hcers :lUUVC Aamed for a perton ...h~

01' other th ings fent hy poll: ; it iii alw ays has nor the privtlege of fca r.k int. he
~veyt<I :1I the ri/k of the perfon who m ull ... turn the letter 10 the poll . office.
fend, or req u ires it to he fen t . m ark iug u pon the lette r the pl ace from

No flag c o wner , or dr iver , or commo u w hence it ca me. rh ar the polhua.llu mar
carrier m ~ y car ry leu ers on a poll -road , charge I' 0/bg~ thereon ,
nccl't ;ng onlv Inch lett ers as "':ly be The di/h nees in th e T able are l':\keli

for the owner of fuch conveyance and 're- ch idly tromt he informat ion uf Congre....
Iaring to the fam e, or to the porr ,n to and 01 Po ll · l\.fJltl'fS living on tllerout e~i

w holll any p:\cbge or bundle ill Iuch and it is prefu med tha t they ar e prett,.
.unvey aAce is adurr/fed. gcmr:tllv accura te ,

When lett ers are del ivered by a poll. A BRAHA:-.t BR A DL E Y, J u x,
J:jcler, he iii ent itled to two cents for each C ier i< ill th e Ge neral P oll-
letter, in addit ion to the pOlta g e. ' Ollice, P hiladelph ia;

FREE LE'f'T};/1 S. NDvt.btr ~ , J 796•
The following perlons have a right to

fr an k their own letters, and receive th ote Note, The d illaa ces are calculated
direCled to th em free of pollag e: The by th e poll route on w:licll the Hlails aI'Y

P refident and Vice·PrelJdent of the . uliJally carr ied.

HOW THE CARRIER SYSTEM OPERATED
T he New York City carrier system operation can be divid ed in to p hases. In th e first

per iod a few carriers took letters from th e post office, after waiting the req u isite ti me.
a nd delivere d them to th e homes or offices for a 2c fee. T he ca rriers were post offi ce em
ployees, but whe ther they were p aid sole ly fr om the carrier fee or were on sa lary is no t
yet known . A few of th e car r iers may ha ve accep ted letters a t their homes.

T he second p hase began in Ne w York in 1833 when the carrier for ce wa s greatly ex panded
a nd the carr ie rs we re req uired to estab lish collection boxes on their rou tes. T he 2c d eli very
fee was giv en to the ca rr iers and they ap pare n tly did not have a sal ary as we ll. Letters
to the post office were free if they went ou t of town.

The third p hase begins wi th the appointme n t of lawyer J ames R . Pa ge and continues
th ro ugh th e administration of merchant Jonath an J . Coddingt on. It was a depression peri od
a nd these me n used the post office as a means of enriching themselves through the box
ren ts. By cu tt ing back on carrier service. more citizens were required to take ou t boxes and
thus im p ro ve the re nt in com e of th e postmaster. It wa s in th is period tha t the firs t com peti t io n
developed to the increa singly unsat isfac tory service of th e carrier system .

The fourth period occurred under Pos tmaster Graham wh en he arranged for th e purch ase
of the Cit y Despa tch Po st. T he city was divided in to eight d istricts for the loc al le tters
with a carrier for each . As Mr . Graham rep orted on Novem ber 24. 1842. to the P ostmas ter
Ge nera l•

. . , boxes are placed in the most populous an d elig ible situati ons for the deposit of
letters. among which all the principal hotels in the city are included. and where col
lectors of letters call at stated peri ods three times ea ch day . receiving and transmitting
to th e post offic e all let ters th e said boxes contain. accompanied by a prin ted receipt
for them. signed each time br the proprietors of the hotel or of the store consti tut ing
the stations . The letters, b ein g brought to the post office are examined with th e
receipt. stamped with the hour and day , and con veyed throughout th e same space to
the parties to wh om the y are addressed . in the same number of deliveries. . . . at
th ree cents each . For the accomodation of th ose who wish to transmit these le tte rs post
pa id . free stamps are pre pared . . . .

Initially serv ice was limi ted to th e a re a below 18th st reet (in terms of st a tions ) and con 
centra ted h eavily in the fin ancial district arou nd Wall street. A point not p reviously noted
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is that the city despatch operation was separate from the general carrier delivery. It has
been reported , of course, but it s implication ha s been passed over.

On J u ly 21, 1842 , Postmaster Graham wrote the Postmaster General that he had examined
the rep ort of Mr. Plitt who had been sen t to Eur op e to examine the Bri t ish and Fr enc h
systems. T he English had separa ted out the penny post from the general delivery while the
French had combined th em . Graham had initia lly planned to combine the two, but wh en
he tal ked to the old -t im e carriers such as Hallet he opted for adoption of th e London plan
an d to "keep th e general and despatch delivery entirely separa te ."

T he separation of the carrier fu nction in to two parts partiall y ex pla ins Ellio tt Perry's
p ro blem in locating men who sig ned the Grieg testim onial among the me n "connected wi th
the Department since it s formation ." I t also makes it extremely difficult to det ermine the
number of carriers on th e stree ts and the function performed. Mr. Graham reports that the
Greig ope ra tion had been handling 437 letters a da y and the letter carrier system 250,
however, th is was only th e portion of letters ha ndled by the government that were de spatch
letters in line with th e sp lit of the carrier op eration. We do no t know the tot al number
handled by the carrier s.

The despatch post operation carried letters between two p oints within New York Ci ty ,
to th e drop box in New York's post offices, and to the general delivery for out of town
mails. It was possible for a cu stomer in New York to make arrangements to h ave letters
from out of town brought by the despatch post, but I hav e yet to see a genuine example on
stamp less covers. The only ex am p le I have heard of on stamped covers is the one Perry Illustrated
from Ne w Hamburgh , N . Y., with an untied a nd u nused City Despatch stam p. There is
no rea son to presume that this stamp actually prepaid the carrier de livery. Although the
stamp seems to h ave been genu ine1y applied to the cover in the contemporary period by
someone wi shing to prepay and who had op por tunity to buy the stam ps whe n in New York ,
it ma y not have been. Further, even if so applied , th e service was u nlikely to have been
performed, for ou t of town letters normally were turned over to the regular letter carriers
for delivery a nd not th e despatch carriers . Performed service wou ld have required cancellation
of th e City Despatch stamp as Mr. Graham made clear when he wrote th e Postmaster General,

On letters bea ri ng these stam ps being re ceived at the post office, the stamps are
defac ed in such a manner as to preclude the po ssibili ty of their being a sec ond t lme
used.

T he lett er ca rrie r serv ice, in truncated form n ow that the local lett ers were removed,
continued to take letters from out of town and deliver th em for two cents or one cent each
until fre e city delivery was instituted in 1863.

APPENDIX I
Official Instructions for the Handling of Carrier

Letters in the Colonial Period as Issued by Franklin and Hunter
to All Postmasters in Late 1753 or Early 1754

9. It em, You are to cause a ll Letters a nd Pacqu et s, rece ived by you for persons living in
Town, which remain unca lled for on those days the y are brought to th e O ffice, to be carefully
delivered the nex t Morning. as directed , so that the Per sons receiving th em may have con
ven ien t Time to return th ei r An swers to you r Stage to go by th e next re tu r n of th e Post ; and
you are to allow th e Person em ployed by you to deli ver Letters a foresaid , to r ece ive of th e
Persons to whom h e delivers them, for h is own use, On e English Copper H alfpenny for each
Letter, over and above th e Postage charged th ereon. An d wh en ever an y Letters remain in your
Office undelivered One Month after you have received th em , you are to tak e a List of th e
Names of th e Parties to whom the same a re direct ed , and th eir Places of Abode , and publish it
in one or a ll the Newspapers printed in you r Province, if th e Printers th ereof send any of their
Papers in h is Majesty 's Mai l. And all tho se Letters which remain u ndelivered two Months
after suc h Publication, you arc to send to th e Gene ra l Post Office at Philadelphia, as Dead
Lett ers, and your Acco unt will be credited th erewi th accordingly; And, if there be any par
tic ula r R eason why an y Letter was not deliv er ed according to its Di rection, mention the same
on the Back of such Letter ; and on each Bundle mark th e Amount of Pennyweights and
Grains it con ta ins. If you omit sending the Dead Lett ers wit h your quarterly Account , you
are to take Notice that you will have no Allowance mad e yon for them until th ey are sen t.

10. It em, You a re to use you r best endeavours to prevent any p rivate Collect ion of Letters,
by an y Person whatsoever, within an y of th e Towns or Pl aces under your Ca re; and if you
find an y p ri vate Collectors of Letters or Pacquet s, you are constantly to return th e Names,
and Places of Abode, o f all such Per son s making su ch Collectio ns, to our Com p troller afore
said.

Excerpt about Carriers from Letter of Franklin and
Foxcroft reporting on Sept. 21,1764, to Anthony Todd , Secretary G.P .O.

The Offices in Am erica have some times em p loy 'd Letter Carriers to deliver lett ers in th e
Towns a nd d irected them to demand a penny for delivering each Letter; bu t th e right to
Dem and such Penny a bove th e Postage being frequently disputed an d cornp lain 'd of as an
Imposition and the Practi ce on th at Accoun t occa sion all y dropt, th e Depu ty Postmaster
Ge neral some time sin ce directed th e Deliv ery of Letters in the several Towns gratis. This
however is not generally comply'd with , bein g found very burthensome to th e Office; but
the Inconven ience may p erhaps be rem edied either in th e Penny Post Clause, or by a Clause
for the purpose.
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EAItLY CAItItIEIt DELIVEItY. Thi. June 5, 1801, I"",,r from Fobiu., N. Y., (first p . o. 12/1/1800) carrie. a 40c
double rate be cause a bond was ene lesed, It is unusual in the well known Low correspondence to find stre.t
addresses, which called for carrier delivery, as here, particularly as much of his mail was " fav or carri.d ." The
notation " wi th care and Teed" may explain why carrie' se rvice w as sought. At this time the mOlt logical
carrier was West who live just a few doors away on Church street .

Class

APPENDIX II
Breakdown of Letters in Filcal 1852

Nu m ber Percen t

Unpai d dom estic
Pa id in money
Paid in stamps
Free
Steamer-Europe

Havana
California

Drop
Unpaid dea d letters

32,672,765
18,448,510
31,897,750
3,146,000
4,421,547

99,372
1,495,537

973,134
2,635,909

95,790.524

34.0
19.3
33.3
3.3
4.6
0.1
1.6
1.0
2.8

100.0

8/30 of
Year

APPENDIX III
Relative Importance of Stampl in U. S. POltage

1840-1856
Stampless

Total Postage Newspapers Letter Post Stamps
Stamp Percent

of T ot al

n . a .
n . a .

less th an
S185,270·

1840 $4,539,005.68 s 535,229.61 $4,003,776.07
1841 4,378,984.07 566,245.46 3,812,738.61
1842 4,525,540.45 572,225.25 3,953,315.20
1843 4,281,584.93 543,277.39 3,738,307.54
1844 4,225,905.36 549,743.83 3,676,161.53
1845 4,268,996.60 608,765.22 3,660,231.38
1846 3,533,840.23 652,142.49 2,881,697.74
1847 3,842,118.02 643,160.59 3,198,957.43
1848 4,107,638.97 767,334.87 3'340,304.10}
1849 4,701,778.82 819,016.20 3,882,762.62
1850 5,495,149.80 919,485.94 4,575,663.86
1851 6,404,373.65 1,035,130.89 5,369,242.76 89,440.36
1852 5,184,526.84 789,246.36 2,910,229 .31 1,316,563.59
1853 5,084,560.96 611,333.42 2,843,965.42 1,629,262.12
1854 6,029,735.60 606,148.18 3.277,110.50 2,146,476.92
1855 6,294,791.44 639,112.32 3,143,037.49 2,512,641.63
1856 6,587,421.72** 632,826.25 1,688,281.22 4,235,041.60

" stamps included in stampless for fiscal 1848·50; tot al issued d uring four
1848-51 was $274,710, less abo ut $8850 in ha nds of pos tmasters on June 30, 1851.

"" includes $31,272.65 in registe red postage.
Source: Re ports of th e Postmaster Genera l 1847-1856.

} 1.3

1.4
25.0
32.0
34.0
40.0
64 .0

fiscal years
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
AMERICAN PACKET SAILINGS VIA ENGLAND
(1 January . 1 April 1857)

WALTER HUBBARD

Referr ing to Table 11 (p . 66) in Prof essor George E. Hargest's book, it may
be of int erest to add the arrival elates in En gla nd of th e Amer ican packets in this
3-months period:

Co lli ns Sailed fro m Arrived a t
Line New York Liv erpool

Baltic 3 J an. 17 J an .

Ericsson 17 J an . I Feb .

At lantic I Feb . 14 Feb .
(she sailed a day lat e)

Ericsson 14 March 29 March

Ocean Sa iled from Called at
Line New York Cowes

Wa shington 21 Feb . 7 March

Although Balt ic's sa iling scheduled for 14 February was not made, her ma ils
were carried by Alps, of the Cunard Lin e. The relevant repo rt in the Londo n
Times reads:

Liverpoo l, Thursda y (Feb. 26)
T he Cu nard screw steamship Alps . . . ar rived thi s morning from New Yor k wi th
ad vices to the 14th inst. . . . She has a lso brought the mai ls int ended for the United
States steamsh ip Ba ltic, which vessel rem ained in Nell' York for rep airs . The Alps
mad e the run from New York to Liver pool in I I days I I hours. . . . The Cunard
Compa n y will despat ch th e Alps on Wednesday next , th e 4th of March , th e da y on
which t he Un ited Sta tes steamship Bailie should have sa iled with the mails." (My
bracket s)

W ithout fur ther information or a cover from this voyage, it is impossibl e
to tell whether the New York E xchange Office routed the mail int end ed for
Baltic as by AM . or BR. PKT. , but the fact that Alps brought th e U.S. mails to
Liverpool entitles her trip to be listed as an additional sai ling in this period :

Cu na rd Sailed fro m Arrived a t
L in e New York Liverpool

Alps 14 Feb. 26 Feb .

The Cunard Company did not entr ust their mails to a screw steamship
until Australasian sa iled with the first consignmen t in December 1860, so this
trip must have b een the fir st occa sion on which a Cunard screw steamer car ried
mails across the Atlantic.

As Alps, which was used by Cunard as an occasional "extra" steamer, did
not normally ca rry ma ils, it seems pro ba bl e that some arrangemen t was mad e
betw een the Cunard Company and either th e U. S. P. O. D ep t. or the Collins
Line, in which cas e th e mai ls wou ld have been routed as by an America n pa cket.
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As forecast in the Tim es rep ort, Alps did sa il from Liverpool on or about
4 March, as the Cunarder Europa, on her way from Boston (25 F eb. ) "spoke"
her on 6 March. As Europa was then nine da ys out on an eleven days voyag e,
Alps, on 6 March, would be abo ut two days out from Liverpool.

Has anyone a cover from either of th ese sailings-from New York on 14
February or from (or through) Liverpool on 4 March?

References
Hargest , George E. H istory of Let ter Post Commu nication Betuieen t he United States and

Europe, 1845-1875.
Bonsor , N . R. P. Nort h A t lant ic Seaway .
Th e T im es of 1857.
EXCHANGE MARKINGS ON MAIL TO B. N. A.
SUSAN M. McDONALD

In Chronicle 83 a cover showing the marking U. STATES in an arc over
a shield slanting right was illustrat ed , with the postage prepaid by stamps of the
1851 issue and the marking struck in red. Another example is presented here.
In thi s case the mark ing is struck in black on an unpaid stampless cover mailed
at OSWEGO. N. York. JAN 26 (1852). It was backstumped at Kin gston U. C. on
Jan. 28 and Whitby on Jan. 29. Fred Jarrett, in his 1929 B. N . A. Cata logu e,
lists this marking as "Black , Osw ego, N. Y., [ an ., 1852." The listing may well
have been taken from the cover shown here.

1
I

10

Several au thorities, including Winthrop Boggs, T racy Simpson, and th e
American Stampless Cov er Catalog, have attributed th e marking to the U. S.
office at Ogdensburgh , N. Y. Th is identifica tion has frequently been rep eated
by oth er writers including me. Boggs' work on Can ada is th e ea rl iest reference
I can find with this identification; the othe rs may all deri ve from it.

No ba sis is given by Boggs for this att ribution, which is demonstrably
wrong. None of the covers record ed with thi s marking has any Ogd ensburgh or
Prescott markings-Prescott was the Canadian excha nge office opposite Ogdens
burgh. Furthermore, other excha nge markings can be positively associat ed with
Ogdensburgh during this period . I t was also normal practice for both Ogd ens
burgh and Pr escott to postmark prornine. tly on th e front any letters exchange d.

Records in sufficient detail to he useful have been ga the red on seven covers
with this marking. Dates of use range from Decemb er 1851 through November
1854. The marking is struck in black in onlv two ins tances- on unpa id letters ;
the rest are in red on prep aid letters except for one case wh ere an unpaid letter
is marked in reel. Two covers have postage prep aid with stamps .
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The origins represented by th e covers are widely scattere d, although most
are localities in New York sta te. Two are from Philade lphia and one from Michi
gan. The destinations are largely on the north shore of Lake Ontario. Two let
ters are addressed to Kingston. Th e places involved are shown on the sketch
map.

~~~~a...,n

• Vincent
S.ck.t IS Harbor

eader.ui

AlbalV' •

The one thing all seven covers have in common is a Kingston backstamp;
and the two covers from Philadelphia have Kingston as a destination. All th e
covers were excha nged through the Canadian office at Kingston and mu st
therefore have been handled by th e corres pon ding U. S. excha nge office. King
ston was an important Canadian office and received considerable U. S. mail.
Through bags were excha nged between Kingston and New York City, Albany ,
and Boston. The distribution shown on the map, however , indicates th at th ese
covers were not so transmitted. "Even the cover through Albany (received and
struck STEAM/BOAT th ere) was not sent in the through mail. The Albany
type U. STATES exchange marking- which should have been used if the letter
was sorted into the through bag-was struck and th en obliterate d, probabl y be
cause th e letter bore the direction "via Wa tertown."

Three other U. S. offices exchanged with Kingston in the 1850s: Oswego,
Sacket's Harbor, and Cape Vincent. The mails between Oswego and Kingston
and Sack et's Harbor and Kingston were conveye d by steamer and operat ed only
in summer. The Cape Vincent-Kingston excha nge functioned year round-by
process of elimination Cape Vincent must be the office which used th e shield
marking. The cover illu strated here was mailed in January when Lake Ont ario
was not navigable, so th at it cannot have been exchanged through Oswego, al
though it origina te d th ere. Others are dated in lat e November, lat e December ,
and April, wh en only the Cape Vincent-Kingston excha nge was opera ting.

This is a scare excha nge marking, though probabl y not as scarce as th e
figure of seven examples suggests. Th ere shou ld be additional covers- perhaps
unrecognized in collections-be cause Cap e Vincent-Kingston was an important
exchan ge point.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING A RRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC·

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridg. Ro.d

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Phila tel ic Classics Society

u.s. Postal History

- ON and OFF COVER -

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON:

3c 1851 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROVALS GLADLY SENT TO

U.S.P.C.S. MEM BERS

Old Pueblo Stamp Shop
6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710

u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODSFROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III
APS

P. O. Box 645 USPCS
S.n Anselmo, C•. 94960 eSA
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 83
Some interesting and vari ed solutions wer e offered for the cover in

Figure 1. On e sugges tion is th at the cover has been "fixed up" by a cer tain
Parisian faker. Although thi s is possibl e, I think it's unlikely, mainly b ecause
the previous use of th e stamp is too obvious. Furthermore I believe th at the
New York and Fren ch postmarks genuinely tie the stamp. As far as I know, how
ever, th e stamp has not been lift ed to det ermine whether the markings con
tinue underneath . There's a slight chance the cover might be a "practice" ef
fort by Zareski.

, £1'1_
! I.

Figure 1

Another id ea is th at the sen de r intended the stamp to commemorate some
event that took place on Jul y 21, 1865, perh ap s of significance only to the
writer or addressee. The writer might even have attache d the stamp merely as
a curiosity for an overseas friend or just as a joke.

Certainly no postal clerk would have accepted the obviously used stamp
for postage. It is hard to believe that anyone, un less completely ignorant of
U. S. postal pra ctices, could serio usly have expected the stamp to b e ho nored .
The stamp does not eve n represent the correct rate-the single letter rate to
Switzerland at this date by French mail was 2Ic. On a let ter transmitted by
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Publ ic AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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British service to France, as the French receiving postmark indicates was the
case, the United States retained only 3c and the balance of 18c was credited to
France. This accords with the credit stated in th e New York postmark ; all the
markings indicate that the cover was prepaid. Th erefore, the postage must have
been paid in cash. The cover was carried on the Asia (Cunard) from Boston
on Dec. 19. E zra Cole, Cal Hahn and Cliff Friend sent explanations and com
ments.
U. S. POSTAL HISTORY

AND
QUALITY STAMPS

Are a regular feature of our public auctions.

Most major areas of co llecti ng are covered including : Stampless from Colonial to
1850's , Regul ar Issues from 1847 on , U.S. Postmaster Provisionals, Campa ign Covers,
Union Patr iotics, Air Post , Terrltoria ls, Fancy Cancels and all phases of Confederate
Postal Histor y.

Whether you are a begi nn ing or advanced co llec to r of U.S. material , you wi ll find
many ite ms of interest in our lavishly illustrated catalogs availab le gratis upon
request .

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

Jobn ~. i\aufmann, 3lnc.
1010 VERMONT AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

202-638·5658
~~~~~~~I Borrow with confidence ~
~ In any emergency, borrow I
:MJ the money you need at I

I,Edelman's. Use your collec- I"'VJ tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.

~ At Edelman's, you can ~

• obtain quick, confidential l~

I
..... loans for an y amount up Iitili,
'lU; to 80 % of the value of 'fiJJ
~ you r propert ies - from ~
~ $50 to $50,000 and more. ~
~. ~rite t?day for fu rther ~
~ info rmation, :~

~ fde/mon's I! 301 Old York "ad ~~ Jenkintown, Pa, 19046 ~Q)
~ (Suburban Phi/adelphia) •

~~~~~.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: No. 11 imprint copies, Any
common plate-posi tions 31 and 41 left;
also lower left corner copy with some
margins . P . E. Bak er , 313 Bohny Dr.,
Wyckoff, N.J . 07481.

COVERS: Postmarked from our 11 West
ern States, and Dakota before 1890. Have
duplicates and other covers carrying # 10,
11, 25 & 26 for trading. Harry L . Fine, 2114
E. Balsam Ave. ; Mesa, Arizona 85204.

WA NTED: PAID cancels on ac 1861 issue.
Covers preferred. Send priced. Daniel
Knowles , 3720 Blackstone Ave., Bronx,
N.Y. 10463.
255



PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 2

Shown as F igures 2 an d 3 are the fro nt and back of an intriguing cover
submitted by Judge E than Allen Doty of Phil adelphia. Its political implications
seem especially appropriat e for a November issue. Some of th e comm entary ex
pressed directly or indirectly by the paste-ups might have a wider or present
application .

Can you deduce the year and circumstances of mailing and the politics
of the sender? Ho w man y of the individua ls menti oned or caricatured can you
identify? .

FIgure ,
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