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OUR TOTAL AUCTION

REALIZATIONS FOR 1974

4,941,841.00

A RECORD FOR ANY

SINGLE STAMP AUCTION

FIRM IN THE WORLDI

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th STREET
TEL (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022

Established 45 years



PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE

Authoritative Philatelic Literature

POSTAL HISTORY
Alaska , Postma rked Alaska, by Joseph J . Cavagnol

107 pages, clot h, 1957 $9 .50

Colorado Postal History , the Post Offices, by Bauer, Osment, Willard
248 pages, cloth, 1971 $15.00

Hawa ii, Its Stamps and Posta l History, by Meyer and Harris
412 pages, cloth , 1948 $12 .00

Illinois, Chicago Postal Histor y, by Harve y M. Karlen
191 pages, cloth , 1970 .reg ular. $17.50

de luxe $22 .50
Mary land, Postal Markings of Maryland, 1766-1855 by Roge r T. Powe rs

100 pages, card , edit ion of 50 0, out of pr int $15.00
Massachusetts, Boston Post marks to 1890, by Blake & Davis

392 pages, clot h, 1973 rep rint by Quarte rman $30 .00
Maine Posta l History and Postmarks, by Ster ling Dow

167 pages, cloth, 1943, a fine Colonial section $55 .00
Mississippi, Postal History, Stamdiless Period, 1799-1860, by Oakley

29 0 pages, cloth , 1967, e ition of 300 $25 .00
New Mexico , Place Names, by T. M. Pearce

187 pages, cloth, 1965 $7 .50
New Mexico, First Mail West , by Morris F. Taylor

253 pages, cloth , 1971 $10.00

Texas, the Drama of its Postal Past, by Alex L. ter Braake
298 pages, cloth, 1970 $15 .00

Texas, Confede rate Postmasters in Texas , by Grover C. Ramsey
71 pages, card, 1963 , edition of 200 $17.50

Vermont, The Postal History of Vermont, by Slawson
30 8 pages, cloth , 1969 $12 .00
Index, 57 pages, card, 1971 $2 .00

Virg inia Post Offices, 1798-1859, by Virginius Cornick Hall Jr .
98 pages, card , 1973, repr int from and by VMHB $10.00

COLON IAL
Colonia l Posts in the United States of Ame rica 1606-1783, by Horow icz

and Lowe, 52 pages, card , 196 7 $4 .50

St. Vincen t to Florida, d iscove ry of the PENSACOLA, br Skrine
8 pages , pape r, 1965 -<$ 1.50 i ordered aloneL $0.75

NEW AND IN STOCK
Canad ian Postage Stam ps and Stat ionery, by Clifton A. Howes

30 1 pages, cloth , 1974 reprint by Quarterman $30.00

NEW AND EXPECTED SOON
Raymond Salles, Volume IX

Encycloped ie de la Poste Marit ime Francaise
Les Agences Postales Consu laires Francaises en Amerique, 1860-188 1

orders bei ng accepted, $13.75
seve ral complete set s available, volume I - VIII , $165.00

Leonard H. Hartmann

Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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SELECTED
1851 &1856 COVERS

#8A & #10-Each JUlt Fine, Neatly tied by Black "Moblle, Ala. Jan . 23" pmk. to
fine folded Itr. sht ., dated "Jan. 21, 1852," Attradlve $150

#9-3 Singlel, each V.F.-S., tied by double strike Blue ':Toledo, Ohio" pmks . to
small embossed cor. cd. env . of "H. T. Cook Watchmaker," A Beautyl $200

# - F.·V.F. Pair, tied to fine 6 112" x 3112" env . by Black "San Francilco, Cal."
pm k. Pretty $45

# 11-Superb, 1856 yel rose red , pos . 20L5L, tied to V.F. small white env . by
"on nose" black "Norw ich, N.V:' cds. Very Pretty $15

#11 -F••V.F., tied to small White lad y's en v. by large Black, double line circle,
"Buffalo, N.V:' pmk . Unusual POltmark $25

#M - Flne, tied to fine Blue embossed cor. cd. env. of "J . R. Ayres, Dealer in
Clocks" by black "Waterbury, Conn: ' . pmk. Pretty $25

#11 -V.F., tied to fine clean cover, no flap, by large vivid black "Denmark,
Iowa" pmk ., Striking . $25

#l1 -Superb, tied to small brown env. by sharp "on nose" Blue "Laurel, Del."
prnk, Gem. $35

# l1-F.-V.F., tied by vivd black st. line ''WAY,'' "Ne w Orleans, La : ' red cds., to
fold ed Itr. sht. Very searee & Attradlve $50

# 11A (Claret)-V.F.-S., tied to folded ltr, sht. by black nine-ba r rimless grid; black
st. line "STEAMBOAT." "Baltlmore, Md." pmk. "Ju l. I 8" (1852). Beauty .$50

# 11A (Claret)-Ultra Superb, extra wide margins, tied to small embossed, w hite
lady's env. by blue "' Ipsw ich, Ma"ss:' pmk. Beauty $75

#11 -J.F.-V.F., tied by black circular "STEAMSHIP 10" pmk. to blue folded Itr. sht .,
docketed " 1855:' Very Scarce $65

# 14-V.F. Strip of 3, tied by red grids; red ''New Haven, Conn., Aug . 29, 1856"
pmk.; red "N. York/7/Am. Pkt.," mans . ''Via Prussian Closed Mail," to small
white env . to Germany with orig. encl . Rare Beauty $500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfactio n or Immed iate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with Referencel

Inl tallment Payment Terml If Dellred - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly in Feb., May, Aug., and Nov . by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc.. at 2030 Glenmont Ave.. N. W., Canton. Ohio 44708. Second class postage pa id at Canton.
Ohio " 711 and additional mailing office. Subscription price $14.00. Printed In U.S .A.
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Sellin Your Stamps
Where They Sell Best
WI H REGULAR AUCTIONS HELD IN BASLE, LONDON & BOURNEMOUTH,

WE OFFER YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST.

Our Basle Sales in March 1975 include

A valuable stock of BRAZILIAN classics,

The "Studd" GUATEMALA

The "Stork" PERu

Fine LOMBARDY V ENETIA classics

PAPAL STATES specialised

CHINA & a fine archive of whole world correspondence

Suitable mate rial (Classics, Mode rns, Postal History , Single Rarities and Stocks) can

always be accep ted for inclusion in one of our international auctions .

Directors and senior executive members of the R. L. organisation visit the u.S.

several times a year & will be pleased to meet collectors requiring advice regarding the

disposal of important properties or additions to their collections.

Collectors sending property for sale can avoid British Valoe Added Tax complications

by including our V.A.T. number after our name on the outside of the package. If sending

by fre ight (air or surface) p lease secure the app rop riate labels from us before despatch.

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 915 410

V .A.T. Regd. No.: 239/4486/31
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GUEST PRIVILEGE

The Chroni cle / Feb ruary 1975 / Vol. 27. No. 1
..
THE U.S.P.O. AT THE 1876 CENTENNIAL

HERMAN HERST, JR.

There are many old wives' tales in philat ely that refuse to die. Perhaps years
ago they origina lly appeared in print; if denied, it is a fact that the denial
never catches up to the original sta tem ent.

Over the years they are repeated over and over , and even if they have no
basis in tru th, unfortunately they become accept ed .

Thousands of times in our four decades of professiona l philately (and we
are reall y not exaggera ting) we have heard that th e 1875 reprintings of so many
of our early postage stamps wer e done to commemorate the 1876 Centennial
Exhibition in Philadelphia. Less often by a few thousand times we have heard
the statement th at they were actually sold there.

We know the latter to hav e been completely untrue, but no one seems
to be able to put the story to rest. And if the first statement is hu e, philatelic
stu dents have been looking for the official reference for almos t a century now .

Some yea rs ago, while doing some research at the wonde rfully co-operative
New York Pub lic Library on the 1876 Centennial, we came across a folder of
photos that they had. The Library has a wonde rfu l service whereby for a
very nominal sum , anything in their records can be reproduced . I had the
photo show n with this littl e story reproduced, with the idea some time of
writing it up . I even wen t to the trouble of having a line cut made up of the
photo. Th is mus t have been at least twe nty-five years ago, before offse t printing
me thods became the vogue, when stamp magazines still wanted line cuts to
illustrate articles.

We may be wrong, but we do not believe that a photo of the United
Sta tes booth at the 1876 Centenn ial Exhibition devoted to the Post Office has
ever been shown in a stam p magazine, at least in this century. The Victor ian
influence is everywhere, but of particular interes t to philat elists is the steam
press on view, quite possibly a device to print stamps.

We realize that little is known of postal activities at the 1876 show, the
largest World's Fair ever to take place in this country until then , but we cannot
refra in from asking one question. And when we ask it, we fear it will be a
rhe torica l one, for in all probabili ty, no one alive today has th e answer.

Was the steam press at the Postal Exhib it at the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial
put into use there? What did it print ?

The Post Office in modern times has printed actual postage stamps at
public exhibi ts.

In 1947, at CIPEX at Grand Centra l Palace in New York, a small hand press
was part of the postal exhibit, printing for the public to view the orange and
blue souvenir sheets known as the CI PEX (Scott No. 948). We recall the huge
crowds, begging, pleadi ng, urging, doing everythi ng to ob tain one. Not a single
one ever got into circulation . How wou ld we know if one had? Very easily. The
plat e number of the sheet printed in New York bore a different plate number
from the one print ed in Wa shington at th e Bureau. That plate numb er shows
up on offic ial records as never having been issued.

And now, to add some fat to the fire, here is another suggestion: maybe
it is not a stamp press afte r all. The 1870s were th e age of steam; elec tricity was
just coming in. Perhaps the United States exhibit at the Transportation Build 
ing was showing a new type of railroad engine. I don't know. Le t some reader
better acqu ainted with steam engines analyze thi s photo, and tell us what it
was.
7



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
THE USE OF 1847 FIVE AND TEN CENT STAMPS ON DATED COVER
TO DETERMINE ROUTE AGENT SERVICE

CHARLES L. TOWLE

In Chronicle 84 a list of 5 cent and 10 cent 1847 stamps on cover with rail
way route agent markings was presented. Since fortunately 169 of the 300 5 cent
covers and 17 of the 40 10 cent covers were dated, this large sampling of railway
marking covers of the period, annotated by Creighton Hart, provides a valuable
tool for study of route age nt service of the period.

Although railroad mail contracts were listed annually in Reports of the
Postmaster General, there is no indication in listings prior to 1854 whether or
not route agents were employed. The U.S. Official Registers issued every other
year show route agents by name, dates employed, and annual pay, but no clue
is given as to location of employment until 1855 or of the route on which em
ployed until 1861. One valuable source reference is an article by the late Walter
S. Fishel in the 12th American Philatelic Congress Book (1946) entitled "Route
Agents' Use of the 1847 Issue ." This article lists route agents receiving distribution
of 5 and 10 cent stamps for sale between August 1848 and March 1849, when
the practice was discontinued. It shows the agent's name, the point to which
stamps were shipped, and the number of stamps sent to each agent. However,
at points where more than one route originated it is difficult to determine
which of several routes might have or not have agents at the particular time .

The period of the 1847 stamp issue was one of considerable growth in the
railway postal mail service as is seen by the number of agents for each year
listed as employed.

Report Dat e Num ber of Route A gents
Nov . 1, 1847 .. . 37
Oct. I , 1848 47
June 30, 1849 . . . . . . . . . . 61
June 30. 1850 100
June 30, 1851 .. 127

Fishel shows that the first shipments of stamps were made to 48 route
agents in August 1848, 3 more in Nov. 1848, 1 more in Dec. 1848, 2 in Janu
ary 1849, 3 in February 1849, and 1 in March 1849. Utilizing the Register, there
were two agents in service in the last quarter of 1848 and seven in the first
quarter of 1849 that did not receive shipment of any stamps. One agent who
received stamps, O. James at Concord, N.H., was not listed in the Register and
may have been a temporary employee. Of the shipments made to agents, many
of the later shipments may have been made to replacement agents for agents who
were discharged or resigned. One of the great difficulties in checking route
agents during this period was that every time the President, Postmaster General
or political party was changed the effect on lowly route agents' positions was
unbelievable. Between 1845 and the end of 1861 there were nine different Post
masters General in office and four party-in-power changes.

Another condition which the researcher must recognize is the tendency of
the period for careless reporting of agents' names and misspelling of both first
and last names between various issues of the Register and special reports such
as prepared by'Mr. Fishel.

Of the 36 different railway markings listed in Chronicle 84 there were 32
for which various numbers of dated covers are reported. Table I shows the
name of the 32 railway markings, the Remele catalog number assigned
to each marking, and the total number of 5 cent and 10 cent 1847 covers re
ported for each marking in Chroni cle 84. Next, from the 3rd quarter of 1847
through the second quarter of 1851, by quarters, the number is given of dated
8 The Ch ro ni cle / Febru ary 1975 / Vol. 27. No.1



examples of markings recorded on cover. The last two columns show the total
number of dated covers listed for each marking and finally the date listed in
the Remele catalog for commencement of route agen t service on the line on
which particu lar markings were employed. A study of the listin gs is of interest
to show which markings were in early use, in late use or in general use through
out the period .

By use of Tabl e I and reference to the Fishel article certain new information
can be developed for interpretation of this difficult period of railway mail
markings history. The first benefit obtained is in advancing dates for route agent
service on certain rou tes:

(1) Baltimore & Susquehanna RR (B3)
Remele service date for route agent can be advanced to at least Jan. 29,

1850, from May 1851.
(2) Boston & Fitchburg RR (Bll)
Remele date of March 1849 can be advanced to at least Oct. 24, 1848. Agent's

name not definite as seven agents were working out of Boston.
(3) Madison & Indianapolis RR (M2)
Remele date of 1850 can be advanced to at leas t Sept. 5, 1848. No stamps

were issued to agent on this route according to Fishel report.
(4) Michigan Central RR (M5)
Remele date of 1850 can be advanced to at least April 4, 1848. Again no

stamps were issued to agent on this line according to Fishel report.
(5) Naugatuck RR (N3)
Remele date of Dec. 1850 can be advanced to at least Jan. 10, 1850. From

Fishel report it is likely that W. F . Gleason was appointed route agent on
this line Dec. 25, 1848, before the road was completed from Bridgeport to
Waterbury, Conn.

(6) Troy & Rutl and RR. (T3)
Remele date of 1854 can be adva nced to at least Aug. 2, 1849. Marking prob

ably used on route from Troy to Whitehall , N.Y., along with Remel e T4.
(7) We stern & Atlantic RR (W4)
Remele date of 1850 can be advanced to at least June 14, 1849. W. T. Lowe,

was probable route agent at Atlanta from July 1, 1848. Line completed from
Atlanta to Dalton, Ga. in 1847.

Other notes of interest from Table I an d Fishel report:
(a) Boston & Main e RR-Remele's estimate of at "at least as early as

1849" verified by Feb. 12, 1849, marking.
(b) Long Island RR-Remele estimated 1848 and probably as ear ly as 1846.

Jan. 29, 1848, example in Table I. Fishel report indicates George W. Smith was
Lon g Island Railroad route agent running from Brooklyn to Greenport, N.Y.
Mr. Smith was a route agent from Nov. 12, 1844, until Dec. 31, 1850, and prob
abl y served this entire term on Lon g Island Railroad. Contract for railroad
service also dates from 1844.

(c) Mad River & Lake Erie RR-Remele shows as early as Nov. 1849. Table
I shows a marking from Feb. 8, 1850.

(d) New York & New Haven R.R-Remele shows route agent as early as
1849. Tabl e I shows a marking from Sept. 27, 1849. New York to New Haven
rail contract first listed Jun e 30, 1849.

(e) Northern Railro ad (New Hampshire). According to Remele, route agent
service started in 1848, possibly 1847. Table I shows an Aug. 30, 1848, use. Con
tract for this route as of Nov. 1, 1847, extended only from Concord to Grafton, 44
miles, but as of Oct . 1, 1848, had extended to West Lebanon at the Connecticut
River. It is believed th at O. James was substitu te agent for this route as of Aug.
19, 1848, and that James Parker was the route agent from July 1, 1848, to June
30, 1849. Reference to 1847 most likely should be deleted. At a period only a year
or so later agents on this route operated through from Boston via Lowell, Con
cord, and White River Jct . to Burlington , Vt. upon completion of the Vermont
Central line .
The Chronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27, No. 1 9
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TABLE 1- Period of Use of 5c Ind lOe 1847 Stlmp' on cover

Total 5e/ JOe 1847 1848 1849 1850 1851 Remele Dat e
1847 Quarters Quarters Quarters Quarters Quarters Route Agen t

Ma rkingt R emele No. Covers 3 4 1 2 3 4 J 2 3 4 1 2 3 -I 1 2 Total Serv ice

Albany & Buffalo RR (A2) 18 - - - I - 2 - I 4 2 - - - - - 2 12 1842
Augusta & Atlanta RR (A7) 1 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 - - I 1849
Bal timore R.R. (BI) 19 - - 2 - - - - - 2 - - 2 I - - - 7 1838?
Bai t. & Ohio RR (B2) 9 - - - - I I - I - - - - - - - - 3 1845
Bait. & su~ (B3) 2 - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - I May 1851
Boston & Al ny RR (BS) 34 - 1 1 2 2 1 I !I I - 2 2 3 - - - 19 1841
Boston & Fitchburg (BII ) 5 - - - - I 2 - - - - I I - 1 - 6 March 1849
Boston &- Maine RR (BI2) 6 - - - - - - I 2 I - 2 - - - I - 7 1849
Concord & Montreal (C25) 4 - - - - - - - - - - - 2 - - - - 2 Aug. 1849
Eastern R.R. (E3) 30 - - - - - I 2 2 7 3 1 3 2 - - 4 25 1847
Housatonic RR (H 4) 9 - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - - I - 2 I844?
Little Miam i RR (L6) 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 1848?
Lon g Island RR (L7) 17 - - I I - - 2 - 2 - - - - 1 - - 7 1848 (1846)
Mad Riv. & L. Erie (MI) 4 - - - - - - - - - - I I - - - I 3 Nov. 1849
Mad ison & Indpls. (M2) 16 - - - - 1 - - I - - - - 2 - - - 4 1850
Michigan Central (M5) 18 - - - 2 - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - 2 6 1850
Naugatuck RR (N3) 2 - - - - - - - - - - 3 - - - - - 3 Dec. 1850
N.H aven & Grnfld. (N5) 3 - - - - - - - - - - I - - - - - I 1847
N.York & Erie (N I2) :1 - - - - - - I - - - - - - - - - I 1846
N.York & N.Haven (N I4) 6 - - - - - - - - I 2 1 - - 1 - I 6 1849
N.York & Ph ila. (NI5) 26 - 4 2 4 1 - 1 - 1 2 - - - 1 - I 17 1838?
Northern R.R. (N20) 26 - - - - 1 2 2 2 2 2 I - - - I - 13 1848 (1847)
Norwich & Worcstr (N23) 10 - - - - - - I I - 2 - - - - I - 5 1840
Philadelphia RR (P6) 25 3 I I 2 2 2 I I 1 1 15 1838?- - - - - -
Phila. & Columbia (P8) 2 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 I 1844?
Prov o& Worcester (P I6) 2 I 1 2 1848- - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Richmond R.R. (R7) 3 - - - - - - I - - - 1 - - - - - 2 1845
T roy & Rutland (T 3) I - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - - I 1854
Troy & Whitehall (T 4) 3 - - - - - - - - 1 - - - - - - - I 1849
Washington RR (W I) 6 - - I - - - - 2 - - - I - - I - 5 1838?
Western & Atl ant ic (W4) 4 2 2 1850- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Wilmington & Raleigh (W7) 14 I I I I I 5 1846?- - - - - - - - - - -- -

Totals 332 3 6 9- 12- 9-12 13-19-23-1 3 16-15-11- 6 6- 13 186

9 42 68 48 19



(f) Troy & Whitehall RR-Remele notes that route agent service probably
started in 1849. Table I has a marking dated Aug. 16, 1849, probably over new
line from Saratoga Springs to Whitehall, N,Y., 39 miles, completed Dec. 10, 1848.

Several other agent assignments of interest can be strongly inferred from
the Fishel 1848 agent list. The Albany & Buffalo R.R had four agen ts assigned:
James N. Alden, S. Dow Ellwood, Consider Carter, and Daniel M. Seaver. Ap
parently two agents worked westward from Auburn to Buffalo and two worked
east from Auburn to Albany.

The Augusta & Atlanta RR had three agents assigned : William T. Beall,
Wiley T. Hinton, and William C. Moore. It is a possibility that , in addition to
the 174 mile Augusta to Atlanta, Ga. run , these agents also worked the 139 mile
route from Charleston, S.C., to Augusta over the South Carolina RR, thus ac
counting for the lack of South Carolina RR markings with 1847 stamps.

Only one of the two Baltimore & Ohio RR route agents from Baltimore
to Cumberland, Md., 179 miles, can be identified and this is James W. Watt
working out of Cumberland.

Among the Boston & Albany RR. route agents were Simeon Drake work
ing out of Boston and, probably, Abijah Chapin working out of Springfield,
Mass., bu t there may have been other agents among those stationed at Boston
or Albany.

The Boston & Maine R R. via Dover, N.H., and the Eastern RR via Ports
mouth, N.H., both had two route agents working their Boston to Portland rout es
but only two can be identified, Cyrus S. King, working out of Boston , and James
N. Winslow working out of Portland, Me.

The Housatonic RR between Bridgeport, Conn., and West Stockbridge
(State Line), Mass., is easier to pick up . The two agents assigned in August 1848
were Aaron K. Morris and Henry Sanford, both of whom commenced work
Dec. 14, 1846.

The Little Miami RR was completed from Cincinnati to Springfield, Ohio,
in August 1846; we find two route agents assigned in August 1848 at Xenia,
Ohio- James M. Doherty and Heath M. Ware.

The New Haven & Greenfield RR was a route involving two different
railroads-one from New Haven, Conn. , to Springfield, Mass., 63 miles, and the
other from Springfield to Greenfield, Mass., 38 miles. Apparent agents were
George Collier (luly I -Nov. 10, 1848) followed by George Jewett (Nov. ll-Dec.
26, 1848) both 0 whom worked out of Hartford. Another possible agent on this
rout e was Eli jah Coleman working out of Greenfield.

John Eldridge, working out of Binghamton, N.Y., was apparently route
agent on the New York & Erie RR starting Jan . 22, 1849.

The Norwich & Worcester RR operated from a connection with Long Island
Sound steamers at Norwich, Conn. to Worcester, Mass., 59 miles. Stephen B,
Roath was route -agent from July 1, 1848, to June 30, 1849.

E. H. Champlin was most likely route agent on the Providence & Worces
ter RR 48 mile route. Route Agents on the U.S. Express Mail route from Boston
to New York via Boston & Providence RR, Providence & Stonington RR., and
Stonington Line steamboats cannot be segregated from agents working at
Boston and New York but they used U.S. Express Mail (New York and Boston)
markings not included in this study.

At this time it is not clear to me on exactly what route the Richmond RR
(Remele R7) marking was employed but it may have been on any or all the
lines between Weldon, N. C., and Washington , D. C" including the Petersburg
RR, the Richmond & Petersburg RR, and either Richmond, Fredericksburg
& Potomac R.R or the Virginia Central (Louisa) RR and possibly Orange &
Alexandria. The contract was shift ed several times by P.O.D. and the route
agent probably shifted with it even to the extent of possibly using stage for a
portion of the route. Agents at the time included Joseph N. Phillips, shown work
ing out of Junction, Va., 23 miles north of Richmond at junction of R. F. & P.
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and Virginia Central (Louisa R.R.). Other agents were Coriolanus Russell (July
15, 1846-June 17, 1849) and E. N. Peterson tJuly 1, 1840-May 31, 1849) both
workirig out of Petersburg, Va.

The Wilmington & Raleigh R.R marking was actua lly used on the impor
tant Wilmington and Weldon R R between those points in North Caro lina, 162
miles apart. At the time three agents were indicated on this route: G. G. Lynch
(Sept. 1844-Nov. 8, 1851), William A. Walker (July 22, 1841-June 30, 1849) and
Abraham Sherwood (July 1, 1846-Jun e 18, 1849). For some reason, possibly po
litical, the agents on many of the southern routes seemed to be able to achieve
longer careers.

In 1848 a main line agent received $800 per annum, a medium traffic line
agent $600 per annum and a branch line agent $500 or less. Agent assignments
for other routes out of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Wash
ington cannot be segregated on the basis of sources available to the writer at the
present .time.

It must be emphasized that studies such as this are to a large degree con
jectural and based on source reference material which is remote and not very
reliable. We have to assume that rou te agents did not switch routes and this is
presumably safe at the time we are studying. We have to assume that the points
at which Mr. Fishel showed stamps being sent to route agents were their working
headquarters at one end or the other of the route, and this assumption could
easily be faulty. Many dates assigned to routes have been checked with con
struction records for verification bu t in any event research in this period is like
assembling a picture puzzle. You proceed with pieces you have until someone
notices a piece that will not fit properly and then you throw it out and go
back and attempt to recons truct correctly. Accordingly the writer invites correc
tions, more complete data or improved sources which will result in a sounder
and more correct historical picture. .
ALAN T. ATKINS
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, AslOC. Editor
Ed itor's Note: Mr . Stol tz is Vice President of th e well known firm of Rob ert A. Siegel Auctio n
Gall eri es, Inc. At th e Societ y's annua l meet ing in New York last year , he spoke on philat eli c
forgeries . Because his treatment of th e su bjec t was so ex te nsive and pertinent to th e collecting
of U.S. classics, we prevailed upon him to prepare this article based on his talk.

Your ed itor believes that th is d ist inguished contr ibu tion to ou r lit eratu re, together with
that of Mr. C. C. Hart a t Chronicle 82:69, will be th e basis of a con tinu ing open di scussion of
fakes and forgeries of classic U. S. philat elic materia l. As Mr . Stoltz says, " . . . it is essen tia l
to kn ow th e enemy, ra ther th an to fea r him."

FORGERIES, Cu~NTERFEITS, ALTERATIONS; A PRIMER
HANS STOLTZ

© Copyright 1975 by Hans Stol tz

Forgeries and counterfeits have been the subject of a great many articles,
which desb-ibe them, as well as the genuine stamps, with the utmost exactness.
These monographs are invaluable because they detail the results of thorough
and painstaking investigations by serious students. Indeed, the subject of au
then ticity is a matter of genuine concern to all philatelists.

These articles are usually highly specialized, dealing with only one par
ticular stamp or issue at a time. Moreover , most of them are confined to over
prints or counterfeits . Very little has been written about the ingenuity or the
methods of those who aim to defraud. Possibly this is one of the reasons collec
tors' attitudes toward this subject vary so widely. They run the full gamut from
total disregard to excessive caution.

Obviously, it is not wise to ignore the possibility that a stamp or a cover may
not be genuine. Spurious items have caused many collectors to suffer great fi
nancial loss and destroyed much of their pleasure in collect ing. Neith er is it ad
visable to espouse the other "extreme. An exaggerated fear of forgeries can
make collecting a worrisome affair, thereby considerably reducing the pleasures
and satisfactions philately can afford.

It is generally felt that the existence of forgeries constitutes an unfortunate
and fretful hazard. It is my conviction that mere concern is not sufficient. I be 
lieve that it is necessary to have an understanding of their manufacture. In order
to defend ourselves successfully against this menace, it is essential to know the
enemy, rather than to fear him.

Sometimes apprehension is voiced that an article such as this might be
used by aspiring counterfeiters as a how-to handbook. I do not' think so. The
knowledg e of how a forgery is made supplies the collector with th e means to
recognize it.

In the early 1930s several European experts concluded that a number of
new and very dangerous counterfeits had stealthily appeared on th e market.
Many were signed, some had certificates. Their variety was enormous, seemingly
extending to all nineteenth century issues of the world. Many of these fakes,
although extremely well executed , were identifiable by the simple fact that they
were lithographed, whereas the genuine stamps were either engraved or typo
graphed.

Nevertheless, in the opinion of the then prominent dealers , these counter
feits were so deceptive and so numerous, that they considered it imperative to
keep their existence secret, At a council meeting of the British -Philatelic Associa
tion in 1932, it was decid ed that no description of these dangerous reproductions
should be allowed to reach collectors. The divulgence of the facts , it was reas
oned, would cause hysteria, would br ing about a collapse of the stamp market,
and would incite many to open UP"their own workshops. Their views prevailed
and all information was suppressed. This regrettable decision gave Jean de
Sperati another ten years of undisturbed activity. Finally, in November 1942,
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it was Sperati himself, who, tongue in cheek, exposed his creative art and made
it known to the world.

More than thirty years have passed since th en. It might be enlightening to test
the 1932 reas oning against today's facts . For example we might examine a pop
ular United States stamp, the lOc 1847. We can then observe that

(1) no hysteria occurred ; to th e contrary, knowledgeabl e collectors have no
difficulty in recognizing the Sperati imitation;

(2) the market value did not collapse; to the contrary, the value of this
stamp has multiplied almost tenfold since then ;

(3) the exposure has not provoked an avalan che of new products; to the
contrary, it has discouraged the manufacture of further bogus copies . None have
appeared since.

It is safe to conclude that the exposure of forgeries and forger's techniques
has stimulated phil atelists to study their stamps, thereby enriching their knowl 
edge and making their hobby mor e rewarding.

Among the many fraudulent practices used to deceive the collector are a
number that deserve closer scrutiny.

FORGED OVERPRINTS

The practice of applying an overprint to an inexpensive stamp, so th at it
will resemble a more valuable item , is one of the most enduring forms of forgery.
It is being done to this very day. An overprint can be made with relative ease
and littl e expense, and this accounts for the large quantities th at exist. Under
standably all collectors distrust overprints. Th ere is hardly any need for ex
plaining how they are made, nor for warning aga inst them.

Figur.l

Paradoxical as it may seem , if I were to warn at all, it would be against
blind distrust of all overprints. The surprising fact is that many overprints do not
exist forged. For example, China # 83 (Figure 1) catalogs $3500.00. That would
certainly be enough money to worry a littl e. There is no need; this overprint is
always genuine. It cannot be forged because the basic stamp, a deep intaglio
gravure, is not available. Only four stamps without overprint are known and
they are much too valuabl e to use.

Something to bear in mind also is that governments as a rule did not over
print stamps becau se they were burdened with unsold rema inders. Quite the
contrary, very often a second printing of the basic stamp had to be made. Even
when colors or designs remained unchanged, these second printings sometimes
differed significa ntly from the original issue. In such cases examination of the
basic stamp is conclusive.

In 1931 Germany decided to commemorate the Polar flight of the Graf
Zep pelin by issuing an overprinted set , using the same design as the earlier
Zeppelin issue. As it turned out the 2 mark and 4 mark values were no longer
on hand in sufficient quantities. A second printing was mad e. It has vertical
watermark and vertical gum ridges, whereas on the original 1928 issue they are
horizontal. Therefore a 2 mark or 4 mark Polar flight with vertical watermark and
gum ridges is always genuine.
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FORGED CANCELLATIONS

The forged cancellation is much like the forged overprint. It is applied to
a genuine stamp for the same purpose-to increase its value. It is the preferred
method of the budget minded forger and has been prac ticed with great assidu
ity.

Among those issues where the cance lled stamps are more expe nsive than th e
unused there is hardly one left that has escaped forgery. On some issues th e
faked cancels literally outnumber th e genuine. All collectors are quite awa re of
this. Th ere would appear to be no need for warning. But there is.

One reason is that in recent years a new and different use for false cancels
has arisen. As a result of the mint never hin ged fad, mod ern unused stamps are
worth considerably less wh en hinged , often less than the used stamps. Wh en
heavily hinged or without gum, th ey are virtually unsalable. In those cases th e
cancels come in very handy, improving if not value then at least salabi lity.

The real danger lurks in a different comer, namely in a stra nge philatelic
phenomenon. For some inexplicable reason collectors distrust a cancel mu ch
less when the stamp is on piece. Why a piece of paper , glued to the back of a
stamp before it was cancelled, should make it mor e trustworthy is an enigma.

More mysteriously still , faith in a cancellation seems to grow proportion
ately with the size of that piece of paper, reaching its highest degree when the
stamp has a whole cover affixed to its back. The almost automatic acceptance of a
cancel because it is on cover borders on credulity.

It may greatly benefit collectors to contemplate a cover in a different per
spective and perceive it as a stamp whose value has been enh anced by a
cancellation, a cancellation that possibly could use an expert opinion .

COUNTERFEITS

This is a far more sophi sticated product. The counterfeit is a reproduction,
resembling the genuine stamp, and the refore likely to be mistaken for it. It is
virtually always made with intent to deceive. A notabl e exception among counter
feiters was Fournier . Several genera tions ago, durin g the dawn of ph ilately, he
made imitations to serve as space fillers and sold them for th at purpose. Others
were quick to recognize tha t th is practice bore the possibilities of a more luc
rative exploitation. Soon counterfeits prolifera ted to such an extent that chaos
threatened.

Flgur. 2. Th. stomps It left I nd right Ir' genuine, the mlddl. stamp Is 0 Sp.rlll count.r,.lt.

But collectors were not qu ite prepared to witness the demise of philately.
Articles and books started to appear in great numbers, describ ing the genuine
stamps and their distinctive characteristics. Knowled geable students offered
their services as experts.

Counterfeits occur in all gra des of qua lity, ranging from coarse look-alikes
to extremely well-executed reproductions, many of which are exceedingly dan
gerous. The most perfect ones ever to see the ligh t of day were the work of
Jean de Sperati.
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Sperati was a very gift ed gentleman, combining technical propensities with
uncanny ingenuity. His reproductions, particul arly th ose he produced during
th e 1930s, were of the highest standard. Paper , design, color, wa termark, gum,
cancel , perforations, all showed the distinct ive characteris tics to perfection. The
tests normally used for detecting forgeries proved totally ineffective. (Figur e 2).

One of Sperati's more simple creations was the 10 shilling brown violet
of Lagos (Scott # 37). It was among the eigh teen reproductions that were the
cause of th e famous Sperat i trials, It is worthwhile to examine the techniques
involved in making this stamp. Le t's re trace Sperati 's steps in producing it.

The first one is th e printing plate. A genuine stamp, soaked in carbon tetra
chloride to raise th e transparency of the paper, is placed face down aga inst
the emulsion side of a photographic film and cont act pri nted in a suitab le frame
by a point size light source. The result ing negative is processed , dried , and
examined under high magnificat ion for possible tr aces of paper flaws or air
bubbles. It is th en ret ouched where need ed . Next the nega tive is contac t printed
in the same manner. This gives a positive image, abs olutely identical with the
genuine stamp in design and dimensions. Several negati ves could be combined
should a multiple or a tete-beche be desired. This positive is then placed against
a zinc plate coated with a layer of ph otosensitive material , such as an albumin
bichromate solution, and again contact printed, this time by a carbon arc lamp.
The photosensitive surface responds to this exposure by becoming slightly hard
ened and insoluble in water wh ere exposed. A water rinse is used to remove the
unexposed portion, which is the mirror reversed image of the stamp. The hard
ened areas remain. They will act as a protec tive coating when next a weak acid
is applied. This acid etches th e unprotected portion and gives it th e necessary
bite. The plate is then thoroughly rinsed, dried , and rubbed with a special lith
ographer's developing ink, which is greasy and water repellent. The hardened
areas are then removed by brushing aw ay th e insoluble coating. Since these
clean areas will attract either water or ink , the plate is now coated with a gum
arabic solution. This solution, by virtue of its wa ter content, is repelled from
the etched inked surfaces, which from here on are th e only parts to accept the
printing ink. The plate is now ready to print.

We will assume at this point that we happen to have the corr ect printing
ink. One that is identical in constitution and color, in daylight as well as in in
candescent and ultraviolet light. Sperati made his own inks.

Our third step is the paper. This is obtained from a 1903 Crown Colony
chalky paper issue, such as a halfp enny or one penny Edward. The chalk layer
with the image is wash ed off, This can be don e with a simple household product
such as Clorox. Next the paper. must be re-sized . If we simply rinsed and dried
it, it would reveal its chemical treatm ent. It would have a porous, blotter -like
quality and appear grayish or bluish under ultraviolet light. Thi s evidence must
first be removed. To restore the natural whi te color th at the genuine stamp
has under ultraviolet light, our piece of paper is imm ersed in a solution of
fluo rescent material, similar to tho se used in textile manufacture. Next th e
paper is thoroughly heat-dried an d then dipped in a hot concent rated solut ion of
gelatin to which a small amount of alum has been adde d . This restores the con
sistency of the paper. The alum prot ects the gelatin from future bacter ial de 
terioration and also helps harden it. Finally the paper, saturated with th e gel
atin, is pressed face down against a chromium -plated ferrot ype tin and left to
dry. This last operation restores th e smooth sur face the paper originall y had.
We now have a piece of blank paper of th e correct thickness and size with gen 
uine Crown and CA waterma rk and genuine perforati ons.

All that remains to be don e is printing our design on this piece of paper,
slightly off center, a desired subtlety, and we have made the perfect reproduc
tion, identical with the genu ine stamp. Identical in all respects but one: the
reproduction is lithographed, the genuine stamp typographed.

The described procedure completely misled unsuspecting philatelists. Among
these was the court-appointed expert Dr. Edmond Locard, a physician. He
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testified at the first Sperati trial. The report of .h is findings, dated January 4,
1944, makes for hilarious reading. Dr. Loeard, after using a whole paragraph to
sum up his qualifications, describes at length how he carefully measured thick
ness and mesh of paper, size of watermark, shape of perforations, details and
dimensions of design. The report concludes with his final authoritative state
ment that the stamp is genuine. Not surprisingly he also pronounced authentic
the other seventeen counterfeits. It was certainly unfortunate that he did not
know how to distinguish one printing process from another.

Actually, Sperati did not have to depend on chalky paper. His methods were
far more refined. His most remarkable achievement was to remove the printed
image by dissolving it. Bleaching of course, would not remove the image, it
would only turn it colorless through chemical change. Some of his image-dissolv
ing formulas had the added advantage of not affecting the gum.. This enabled
him to make use of an almost limitless supply and variety of papers, some with
original gum.
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Sperati was not devoid of humor, although his manifestations of it were
devious (Figure 3). He never applied overprints (he considered himself above
this), but he did make a few overprinted stamps, such as Gibraltar #7, the one
shilling brown. He dissolved the image from a used low value of the 1886 issue,
leaving the genuine overprint and cancellation on the blank watermarked and
perforated paper. Then he printed the one shillinr Bermuda design on it. For
this stamp the paper was left porous and the ink 0 the impression, having been
absorbed into the overprint and the cancellation, gives the appearance of being
beneath them. This most unorthodox manner of producing an overprint floored
many an expert.

Ingenious too were his inverted heads of Naples and Sardinia. By dissolving
the frame and printing a new frame upside down, he led the experts down the
garden path. They examined the embossed heads, which naturally were genu
ine.

One final note. Most Sperati counterfeits in reference collections are of post
1942 vintage. These are of inferior quality. After 1942 Sperati began to receive
orders from collectors and dealers. Many wanted large quantities. As a result he
went into wholesale production with the inevitable deterioration of his previous
quality standards.

ALTERATIONS
This is an entirely different type of forgery. Here we deal with a genuine

stamp which has been subjected to a mechanical or chemical operation. This
treatment, however, can be applied for two different reasons. It can be done
to improve the stamp's condition or appearance, or it can be done to make it re
semble another more valuable stamp. The former is a repair; the latter is a forg
ery. The distinction is important. Although the subject of repairs is not within
the province of this article, a few words ought to be said about it.
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Let me say by way of preface that I consider a repair a perfectly legitimate
and respect able operation. By definition a repair restores the stamp to its orig
inal appearance. Anyone who has ever seen the pitiful remnants of an Hawaiian
Missionary stamp which survived the ravages of time will appreciate the ar
tistry and craftsmans hip needed to restore it (Figure 4). In this country the
restoration of stamps has not yet received the same recognition that is duly ac
corded the restoration of rare paintings, etchings, porcelains, furniture, etc. Some
hold the viewpoint that a repaired stamp affords the unscrupulous a means to
defraud the public, and equate the repair with the possible fraud that could be
comm itted with it. Th e premise is wrong.

Figure 4

An alteration is exactly the opposite of a repair. It changes , rather-than
restores, the stamp's appearance. This is accomplished by alt ering certain parts
of the stamp. Without exception the intent is decei t. It is an extremely popular
activity, and the number and varie ty extant attest to an impressive inventiveness .

Probably the simplest form of alt eration is done with scissors, trimming the
perforations so the stamp appears to be the imp erforate one, or clipping only two
sides to make a coil.

When the perforated variety is more valuable, then the imperforate stamp
is perforated. Weare often led to believe that costly machinery is needed, but
the tool most often used is a sawed-off injection needl e. Equipped with a set of
needles in different diameters and using a perforated stamp as a gauge, one
can imitate any size of perforation. -

The color of paper can be changed by dyeing, to make such items as the
U.S. 1909 bluish papers. The wide range of available coloring matter includes
some surprising items: Baden # 4 soaked in coffee becomes # 1; in tea, the even
scarcer # 1a.

The color of ink is changed chemically to make rare color errors or trial
color proofs. This is usually done with acids, sometimes with fumes. The vapor
of a drop of mercury, in a tightly closed jar, will turn certain colors a bright red.

Missing colors are made by bleaching, some with chemicals, others by ex
posing the stamp to sunlight. Gold embossed heads are loosened by heat.

Embossings are pres sed into the paper to resemble grills. Some may strike
us as weird, such as 1869 re-issues that received forged grills to resemble the
regular stamps. But there was a time when the grilled issue was more expensive.

Scraping changes the design. It can turn a U.S. two cents carmine type III
into typ e II. It can even make margins larger by scrap ing off the frame line ,
often done on such closely printed stamps as the Geneva small eagle, early Baden
or Wurttemberg.
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Manuscrip t cancellations are removed with ink eradicator to make the stamp
appear unused. Norway # 1 with manu script cancel is now so scarce that it
warrants a premium. -

Overprints too can sometimes be removed. Noteworthy are the Sweden 55
are and 80 are 1918. All but one thousand of each were overp rinted with an
ink tha t dissolves in kerosene. Usually when specimen overprints are removed,
cancellations are added to hide the traces.

The dra wing in of center lines can improve a block of the 2c Harding imper
forate , or mak e a forged lOc yellow 1909 coil more believabl e. One artistic
gentleman even made forgeries of the rare Naples ~ tornesi blu e by carefully
painting over a genuine ~ grana lake, line by line.

The list is endless but, I thi nk, more entert aining than frightening. I do not
believe tha t the knowledgeable collector will be misled so easily.

Far more dangerous are those alterations, where the techniques commonly
used in repair work are applied. An example will show how deceptive these
can be.

A pa ir of Argentina # 13, the perforated 15 centavos Rivadavia, is shaved
so that a very thin top layer with the design remains. Next the two images are
cut precisely to size. Th en a pair of the imperforate 5 centavos, #8, is sliced
horizontally to furnish the thick bottom layer of watermarked paper. The two 15
centavos images are th en affixed to this base. With the proper adhesive, such as
an extremely thin layer of porous heat sensiti ve pla stic, and applied pressure the
two images merge with the bottom pap er, leaving only a very slightly raised
edge at the frame lines. This slight relief is not objectionable, it happens to be
characteristic for an engraved stamp. Finally the missing parts of the cancella
tion are painted in and a signature is added to the back. The inexpensive per
forated pair has now become a very rare and expe nsive imperforate pair of # 10.
Dipping in fluid will not betray the operation and since it is a pair there is no
fear of clipped off perforations. Besides , it is signed, isn't it?

Figur. 5

More obvious and more easily detectable are inverted centers . These are
made in much the same manner. Two identical stamps are used . One furnishes the
bottom layer of pap er and the frame, the other the center . It should be noted
that this operation does not disturb the gum. A mint condition therefore does not
gua rantee authenticity .

But genuine inverted centers do have a particular characteristic. Fram e
and center are printed separately and will almost always overlap in one or more
places. A center that has been inserted mechanically can never extend into the
frame.

Figure 5 shows a genuine 24c air pos t with inverted center; Figure 6, a par
tial enlargement of a forgery. Th e photograph shows that the design of the
center ends at the frame line. It does not cross it. Comparison with a regular
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24c air post" stamp will show unequivocally that this center design is incomplete ,
a ph enomenon so unnatural as to provide a most simple mea ns of recogni tion.

One migh t query the purpose of making this forg ery. 'Wouldn't it surely be
carefully examined? Sometimes it isn't. The truth is th at the skillful swindler
can avoid examination. By relying on the victim's greed he can plant it in a
collection as a sleeper or use it as collateral for a loan. It has been done with
worse imit ations.

Figur. 6

THE DmCTlON OF FORGERIES
The serious and profound study of forgeries is the province of the expert.

It is beyond th e scope of the amateur's possibilities. But a moderate understand
ing of forger's techniq ues will greatly enlarge the cognition of the collector, who
then will be well equipped to carry out a systematic examination. This enables
the collector to discover wha t it is that should be investigated. There is a great
deal of joy and satisfaction to be derived from this, as well as an efficient pro 
tection aga inst fraudulent items.

The examination of a stamp starts with the assumption that it is a forgery
and attempts to prove this. A step by step investigatio n of all possibilities will
then always indicate the crit ical areas. Gen erally a good question to ask is: What
can it be made of? It is surprising how often this simple qu estion leads directly
to the heart of th e matter .

The methodical examination is of inestimable value, even in the most dif
ficult situa tions. Such a case may occur when a collector is confronted with a
notoriously dangerous item, one of which there are more fakes than genuine, one
th at he possibly has never Seen before. A good example is the Switzerland
Do uble Geneva (F igure 7).

The sections abo ut overprints, cancellat ions and alterations can be ignored.
They do not apply here. But the possibility of being a counterfe it has to be
considered.

The gen uine stamp is lithographed. Thi s is our first point of investigation .
If the item has been pri nted by any other process- typography, engraving, helio
gravure, collotype, offset, etc .- then it can immediately be pronounced a coun
terfeit.

We will assume our copy is lithographed . The next step is th e examination of
the design. The image of the original dr awing was transferred to the printing
stone one at a time. The design is constant in all positions. This stamp has been
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extensively described in philatelic publications. From these we can study the
distinctive charact eristics , such as: the first A in Cantonal is an inverted V, th e
second A has the top part filled in; the dividing line in the middle is slightly off
center to the right; the first I in local is under the point of the shield on the
right stamp, to the left of it on the left stamp; and so on, the banderoles, the B
in tenebras, the breaks in the lines, etc., etc., etc.

We will assume that all character istics check out correctly. We have reached
a situation where we have exhausted our means and we have not been able to
identify the item positively as a counte rfeit. We must now consider the possibil 
ity that it might be genuine.

Port

Figure 7. The Double aeneve. One of the fin"' exampl" known. Ex C.'POlY. Lilly.

At this point the collector is advised to take recourse to the services of a
recognized expert. The final conclusive evidence is to be found in the so-called
lithographic flaws. These flaws take the form of minute imperfections or tiny
colored sfecks. Th ey are caused by irregularities in the oily ink or by tiny
spashes 0 it. Some occurred during the transfer process, and these are constant
on all positions. Others occurred on the stone and are constant only for a par
ticular position. Still others were forme d during the printing of the stamps, and
these may or may not show on a particular position. Th ese flaws are microscop
ically small and do not always show clearly . On all lithographed counterfeits,
including Sperati 's, most or all of the characteristic flaws are missing, while
others, not found on the genuine stamps, have mad e their appearance. This final
conclusive examination should be performed only by a person thoroughly famil
iar with this stamp and having the necessary refere nce material.

THE NEED FOR EXPERTS
The regulation of this profession is long overdue. Any individu al who so

desires can proclaim himself an expert, implying qualification with such titles
as Professional Phil atelist, Internat ional Expert. Do we not know of those who ,
in order to facilitate and encourage transactions.. have benevolentl y bestowed
the titl e of expert upon themselves? -

It cert ainly seems incongru ous. Not even a haircut can be given without a
license, but opinions involving thousands of dollars can be handed out unre
strainedly.

Th is is a serious matter, of the highest degree of interest to all philatelists.
It is of great importance that collectors, before submitt ing a stamp, should ex-
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amine the compe tence of the expert and have a clear idea of this pe rson's qual
ifications an d reputati on .

Rat ing high est on the list is the Recognized Expert. This is a person who
has a thorough and profound knowledge of papers, printing processes, printing
inks , cancellations, gum, design characteristics, rep rints, perforati ons, ra tes,
usages, repairs, forgin g techniques, plus an extensive reference collec tion of
genuine sta mps as well as forgeries. He has this for eac h stamp he expertizes.

These expert s are recognized the wo rld over by leading dealers and col
lectors as the authority on th e particul ar stamps or issues they examine . T hey
stake their professional reputations on their opinions by placin g their signatures
on the certificates th ey issue.

Closely following is the knowledgeabl e collector. This is the collec tor who
has spe cialize d in a certain stamp or issue, has an extensive collec tion, and has
dedicated many yea rs to the study of his specialty. There are a number who
would unreservedly qualify as experts in their fields were th ey to make their
knowledge ava ilable.

In the third place is the knowledgeabl e dea ler who through many years of
continuous handling has becom e proficient in recogni zing the genuine stam p.
This type of dea ler consistently back s up his jud gment with his own money.

And then there are the "expe rts", unaware that thei r little knowledge and
limit ed experience are clearly visib le to the cogni zant, un aw ar e that foolishn ess
is their nati ve tongue. There is an abundance of these. It mu st be a grea t and
glorious thing to be an expe rt. But wishing is not much of a qu alification. Dr.
Locard, the' "expert" who pronounced genuine the eightee n Sperati counterfeits,
is a frightening example. It is indeed incredible that one who professe d to be
an expert could be so ignorant of fundam entals.

Some of these "experts" came to believe themselves capa ble because they
are sur rounde d by peopl e who know even less. Others , by virtue of their pro 
fession, live in the illusion of sageness. Recently I saw an ad wherein a phy
sician offered his services as a philatelic consultant. 1 wonder how he would
react were I to adverti se in a medi cal journal offering my services as a con
sulta nt for appe ndectomies.

It would benefit all those who believe themselves qualified , if they were
to read Sperati's book Philately ' Vithotlf Exp erts?, and acquaint themselves with
the qualifications an expert must have. After the shoc k wea rs off, it might induce
some to perform a grea t servi ce to ph ilately by taking up a differen t activity.

Finally there are th e expe rt committees. A few are composed of experts.
These committees make a point of mentionin~ nam es. It is a valua ble asse t. Others
keep the list of their members a secre t. A tew words should be said about the
latter.

The need for competent experts, and ther e are all too few, has cause d con
cerned philatelists to search for an alt ernati ve. They form ed groups, believing
that in numbers there is safety , an d ca lled them Expert Committees. But quan
tity is a sad substitu te for qu ality. I qu ote from the ru les and regulati ons of
one of them : ". .. seeks to ren de r a public service in the expressing of opinions
of non-professional s." There is no reason to doubt the sta tement, the results
con sistently confirm it. The amateurs who pass judgmen t remain conven iently
anonymous, while the certificates are sign ed by a secretary. I cannot believe
that an yone can fail to see the significance of this. There is one group that calls
its service "Expertization." This word does not exist in W ebster's dictionary.
There must be a lesson here.

Limitations of space ha ve not permitted thi s article to do more than scratch
the sur face of the subject. Much ha d to be left unsaid.

1t is my hope that my reade rs will gain in knowledge and understanding
from th ese pages and that some will be stimula ted to greate r proficiency in
their own fields. It cannot be over-emphasized that there is no subs titu te for
knowledge. I hope this article serves as a primer-an eleme ntary introduction
from which we go on to higher levels of learning in this subject.
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GOULDSBORO, PAt
Figure A shows a cover submitted by Mr. Alan T. Atkins which bears on its

face both a straight line and a double circle townmark from Gouldsboro, Pennsyl
vania . Figure B shows the same cover with the stamp lifted to reveal the FREE
marking ben eat h. Mr. Atkins speculates that the straight line town mark and
the FREE marking were pre-printed or handstamped on a number of envelopes
by the postmas ter. Space has been left for the free frank above the straight
line townmark and, of course, for the date below.

GOULI1Sn o n 0 , r .\ .

Flgu, . A

In this particular case, he did not use his free frank, but rat her prepaid
the cover with a 3c 1857 (Type II ), part ially covering the FREE. Th e stamp
was then cancelled with his normal circular townmark.

GOULDSI:o n o , r \ .

Figure B

Th is is the only cover bearing both a circu lar and straight line townmark
of the same town that has come to your editor's attention. Also, except for the
mail which left San Francisco on August 1, 1849, this is the only other instance
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of both typ es of townmark s being used contemporaneously at one town of which
J am aware. Do any of our members know of others?
CHICAGO SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL
Mr. Henry S. Nowak reports the cover illustr ated here with a 32mm CHI

CAGOjDjSUPPLEMENTARY j\/IAIL marking struck in blue. The enclosed let 
ter is da telined "New York/ Jany 12, 1860." Assuming the year date is correct,
this is almost a fu ll year prior to the previousl y reported date of January 10, 1861
(Chicago Portal History, Harvey M. Karlen, p. 107.)

The other outstanding feature of this cover, of course, is the fact that the
handstamp is used as a forwarding marking, the only example of this use thus
far reporte d.
Your CLASSIFIED AD is only 50c pe r

line (40 lette rs or spaces). Send copy

w ith pa yment to Clifford L. Friend.

Next dead line March 15
~~~~H~i~~~
11 Borrow with confidence i
,~ In any emergency, borrow ~1Al the money you need at I

I,Edelman's. Use your collec- I
'N.J tion as collateral and st ill

retain complete ownership.
rR. At Edelman's, you can rN.
• obtai n qu ick, confidential ~

~
' .. loans for an y amount up ~

'~': to 80 % of the value of \Wl
~ your pr operties - fr om ~

, S50 to S50,OOO and more. ~
~ ~rite t? day for fur ther rm
~ information, 1li]

I, ede/manJsl"i
rNo 301 Old York Road rN.
~ Jenkintown, Pa . 19046 :ii!

.=;;:;;~]
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
MOKELUMNE HILL, CALIF. COVERS
WANTED: by Mok Hill en thus iast. Stamp
less, stamped, and express cove rs , includ
ing straight line cancels, needed to and
from Mok Hill up to 1865. Pis. send ma
terial, r egistered, with your price to Dr .
Judah Landes, 881 Seale Ave., Palo Alto,
CALIF. 94303.

WANTED: PAID cancels on 3c 1861 issue.
Covers prefer red. Send priced . Daniel
Knowl es, ·3720 Blackston e Ave ., Bronx,
N.Y. 10463.
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THE 1861 ·69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
..

THE 10c 1861 -rAG" VARIETY
WILLIAM S. WEISM ANN

The 1861 issue presents a fertile area for philat elic research . In the past ,
most attention has been concentrated on postal history and cance llations, while
varieties on the stamps th emselves have been overlooked. W ith this in mind I
am presenting th ese comme nts about the plate origin of the TAG variety which
is found on the ten cen t Type II stamp of the 1861 issue. The purpose of this
article is to publicize my findings and to stimulate further research. I am in
debted to the followin g for the loan of mat eri al an d for their thou ghtful assist
ance: the lat e Tony Russo, Rev. Geo rge Muresan, Charl ess Hahn, Paul Roh loff ,
and Ra y Vogel.

Three plates were used to print the ten cent stamps of the 1861 issue . Plat e
No.4 was used to print the ten ce nt "Aug ust Issue" essay and th e Type I stamp
which was issued a nd used for postage. Plate No. 15 and Plate No. 26 were
used to print th e Type II sta mps and tho se which were grill ed in 1867. The
Typ e II stamp often is found with markings in the letters T , A and G of POST
AGE.I The most probable cause of thi s T AG marking was a defect on the trans
fer roll." The purp ose of this ar ticle is not to identity all possibl e causes of the
TAG varie ty, but to examine its plate origin. In the past it was believed that
Plate No. 15 produced onl y non-TAG stamps and that all th e TAG varieties
came from Plate No. 26, but this th eory is disproved by new evidence.

Illustrations 1 and 2 are visib le evidence that the old theory of the plate
origin of the TAG variety is wrong. Illustration 1 shows a plate number single
from Plate No. 15 with clear evidence of a TAG marking. Illustration 2 shows a
plate number single from Plat e No. 26 with no evide nce of the TAG marking.
The purpose of thi s ar ticle is to examine this new evidence and to propose a new
theory to explain the plate origi n of the TAG variety, na mely, that it was caused
by the re-entry of Plat e No. 15.

PLATE NO . 15, FIRST STATE
Plat e No. 15 was produced during the ea rly Summer of 1861 and stamps

were printed from it in [uly." The ea rliest kno wn use of a ten cent Typ e II stamp
is August 20, 1861.4 None of th e early uses examine d by th e author sho ws TAG
markings. This includes an examination of covers used in 1861 and 1862. Dos
Passos lists November 14, 1863, as the ea rliest date on which he has seen a Type
II use d which shows the T AG variety." It is apparent that Plate No . 15 produced
no TAG stamps prior to 1863. It was th is fact which apparently misled earlier
students into believing that TAG sta mps originated from Plate No. 26.

PLATE NO. 15, LATE STATE
It is my th esis that the illustrated plate number sta mp from Plate No. 15 did

not come from the plat e in its first sta te. Support for thi s is the fact th at no T AG
stamps have been found used in 1861 or 1862 when Plate No. 15 cert ainly was
used to print ten cent stamps. Brookman state d in reference to the TAG mark
ing: "It occurs in blocks but we have never seen it in combina tion with a stamp
that did not have this variety although such may very we ll exist.?" The author's
examination of multiples supports Brookman's sta tement on the scarcity of TAG/
non-TAG multiples. Thus, if Plate No. 15, First State, produced th e illustrated
stamp, nearby posi tions on th e plat e also would have produced TAG stamps if
the observations of Brookm an and the au thor are correct. If thi s we re th e case,
TAG stamps from Plate No. 15, First Stat e, would be plentifu l an d would have
been seen on covers use d in 1861 or 1862.

The almos t certain cause of the TAG variety is the re-entry of Plate No. 15.
It is probable tha t the tra nsfer roll use d to re-e nte r the plat e was flawed , most
prominently in the letters T , A, an d G of POSTAGE.
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Plat e wear could not account for th e TAG variety. Becau se of th e obs erved
scarcity of TAG/non-TAG multiples, it would have b een necessar y for virtu ally
each po sition to have wo rn in th e same fashi on at the same time to p roduce
the TAG va rie ties. This is so unlikely th at it may b e dismissed as an impossibility;
Plate dam age du e to accident likewi se is rejected as an explana tio n becau se of
the extreme improbability th at any typ e of dam age could affect multiple posi
tions simila rly.

It should be noted that not all positions produced TAG sta mps . In the
Casp ar y sale, there was a mint block of 18 (6 x 3) of th e "F" Grill which con
tained 15 TAG and 3 non-TAG po sit ions." A possible explanation for this TAG/
non-TAG combination is th at not all positions on the plate were re-entered.
Those positions not re-entered produced non-TA G stamps.

...
•• 4 .

I I': [i!~.C;~:{ft?Iii~~~;:: :·~~-_.",._, ,.
-: I-. f). _ ~ )

II.......... mllltr.llon 2

REASONS FOR RE-ENTERING PLATE NO. 15
There are several possible causes for th e re-entry of Plat e No. 15. F irst, it

is possible that Plate No. 15 was never finished properly (i.e., properly hardened,
burnished and polished). Evidence which supports thi s theory is the presence of
heavy "blurs" at th e sides of th e stamps which sho w very clearly in early im
pressions. These blurs were caused by excess metal at the side of the positions
which was not burnished out. Gu ide dots and lay-out lines commonly are found
on stamps from Plate No. 15 during this period . In addition, man y copies from
this period show an ink film covering the stamps, evide ntly resulting from pit
ting on the plate becau se of improper finishing." The demands of time may have
forced th e Na tiona l Banknote Compan y to put Plat e No . 15 into service before it
was finished properl y. It must be remembered th at there was great time pr es
sure upon the National Banknote Compan y to produce th e 1861 issue to repl ace
the demonetized 1857 issu e. This improper finishing may have cause d Plate No .
15 to wear excessively, necessitating re-entry. This possibility prob abl y fails to
withstand analysis, however. if Plate No. 15 had been fin ished that poorly, could
The Chronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27. No. 1 27



it have survived the thousands of impressions it un doub tedly prod uced in its
first state?

A second possible reason for re-entering Plat e No. 15 is deteriorat ion of the
plate cause d by the ink used to print th e ten cent stamps. Earl y prin tings of th e
Type II stamps come in the deep green "Aug ust shade." Lat er printings, how
ever, come in decidedly different shades of green. W as this cha nge made because
the ink used in the first printings had an adverse effec t upon th e plate an d, if
so, did this eventually necessitat e re-entry? This possibility is doubtful because
there is no evide nce that gree n pigments, such as thos e used in the inks of
that day, caused deterioration in steel plat es. The ten cent 1855 and 1860 pl ates,
for example, show no evide nce of deterioration due to ink characte ristics.

The most likely reason for re -entering Plat e No. 15 is plate wear due to use.
Large quan tit ies of the ten cent stamp were needed to pa y th e more common
rates between the East and West coa sts and to Canada. The stamps printed to
meet thi s demand from August , 1861 to mid-1863 came from Plate No. 15. It is
important to note that at least four other plat es of the 1861-66 issue were re-e n
tered." Plate No.6 (twenty-four cent), Plate No. 16 (twelve cent), Plat e No. 17
(five cent), an d Plat e No. 41 (fifteen cent) all were re-entered. Thus it would not
have been unusual for the National Banknote Company to have re-entered Plate
No. 15.

PLATE NO. 26

Ju st as earlier stu de nts were incorrect in assuming that Plate No. 15 pro
duced exclusively non -TAG stamps, they also were incorrect in b elieving that
Plate No. 26 produced exclusively TAG stam ps. Illustrat ion 2 is a plat e number
single from Plate No. 26, showing no evide nce of TAG markings. The stu dy of
the 1867 grilled issue is useful becau se these sta mps came from later printings
and thus were produced by Plate No. 15, Lat e State, and Plate No. 26. Myexam
ination of grilled ten cent stamps lead s me to conclude that about one half are
TAG stamps and about one half ar e non -TAG stamps. Becau se both plates we re
used to print the grilled stam ps and, if Plate No . 15, Late Stat e, produced mostly
TAG stamps, it is likel y that Plat e No. 26 contained either all or almost all non 
TAG positions.

CONCLUSIONS

Plate No. 15, First State, produced non -TAG stamps exclus ively. Sometime,
probably in mid-1863,lo Plat e No. 15 was re-e ntered and most of the positions on
the re-entered plate produced TAG stamps. Because th ere are some T AG/non
TAG combina tion multiples it mu st be concluded th at not every position pro
du ced a TAG stamp. The probabl e reason for th is is that not every position
was re-ente red.

My observations on the division betw een TA G and non-TAG varieties of
the grilled ten cent stamp and th e illustrated plate number single from Plate
No. 26 lead me to believe that Plat e No. 26 con ta ined mos t, if not all non-TAG
positions. It is impossibl e to determine with certainty whe ther Plate No. 26 pro 
duced TAG stamps as well.

If the same transfer roll was used either to enter Plat e No. 26, or to re -enter
it at a later date, and there was damage on an entry relief , then TAG varieties
from Plat e No. 26 mu st exist. There are many possibilities on thi s point. If the
transfer roll had more than one relief, of which but one was dam aged , then
only a fraction of the stamps produced by a new plate would b e TA,G varieties.
If the transfer roll had but one relief , which became dam aged midway through
entering a new plate, then only those positions entered afte r th e damage occurred
would be TAG varieti es. The damage could have been progressive, whi ch could
account for the lar ge differences in the intensity of the variety from one stamp to
another. More data are needed.

It is my hope that thi s art icle will stimu late its read ers to examine their
covers, stamps and proofs. If an y plat e varieties are not ed, the author would be
grat efu l to receive thi s inform ati on. In addition, the examination of covers. is
necessary to pinpoint the earlies t use of TAG stamps. My conclusions are a com-
28 T he Chronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27. No. 1



binat ion of hard fact and logical deduction. These conclusions are tent ative and
I welcome any commen ts based upon them.

Footnotes
I. T he following articles p rese nt a good descri pt ion of the TAG variety: Cyri l F. Dos Passos,

"A Pro blem Concerning the IOc 1861 Type II United States Postage Stamp ," T h e Americall
Ph ilatel ist , Lec., 1956, Pl' . 19i -201, and "T he JOc T ype II with T AG Marking," Th e America"
Ph ilatelist , March, 1959, pp. 423-4; R . J . Eng le. j r. , "T he JO cent T AG Stamp of 1861," The
A m erican Ph ilate list , Nov. , 1960, pp . 109-114.

2. Lester G. Brookma n, Th e United States Post age Stamps of th e 19th Get/t ury , Vol. H, p .
47. New York: H. L. Lindquist Publica tions, In c., 1966.

3. Ellio tt Perry, Pat Paragrap hs, No . 43 (Apr il . 1943) , p . 1375.
4. Sta nley B. Ash bro ok, Special Service, p . 119 (Sep t. I , 1952) .
5. Dos Passos, op . cit. , p. 197.
6. Brookma n, op, cit.
7 . See, Dos Passos, op . cit. , pp . 199-201. See also, H . R. Harmer , In c.. A llred H . Casp ary

Collection of Unit ed States Gen era l Issu es 1861 -1888, Nov . 19, 20 , 21. 1956, lot 254.
8. Cf. the one cen t sta mp of 1857. See, e.g., Mortimer L. Ne inken, Th e United St ates One

Ce nt Stam jJ of 185 1 to 186 1, p . 473, U .S.1'.C.S., 1972.
9. Karl Burrou gh s, " Fou r Re-en tered Pla tes of th e U.S. 1861·66 Issues", Th e Essay- Proo f

Journal, June, 1944.
10. T he mid -1863 da te is used becau se Nove m ber 14, 1863, is t he da te given by Dos Passos

for the first appeara nce of a TA.G sta m p . Dos Passos, o j). cit ., p . 197.
THE STURTEVANT CORRESPONDENCE
From aboard the U.S.S. "Rhode Island," West India Squadron

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In the Postal History [ournal of April 1961, Wh ole No. 6, the author had an
ar ticle, "Mail to and From Ships of the United States Navy, 1861-65." Included
in that article was a summary of a most interesting series of covers, nearly all
with complete letter content, from a sur geon aboard the U.S.S. Rh ode Island,
a navy steamer on blockade duty in the Wes t Indies in 1863.

The correspondence then belonged to the late Mauri ce C. Blake of Boston,
who kindly loaned it to the wri ter for analysis. Wh en the Blake collection came
up in auction a few years ago , this correspondence was offered as a single lot,
and th e writer was fortunat e enough to acquire it.

Th e corresponde nce is di rected to a Miss Nannie Sturtevant of Boston, who
was th e fiancee of the sende r of the letters, Assistant Surgeon Samuel Gilbert
Webber, Surgeon of the U.S.S. Rh ode Island. There were fourteen covers in the
lot , (and one has since been added) which run between (dateline) June 23, 1863,
and the first weeks of 1864. As is often the case with th ese early correspondences,
the letters were numbered in sequ ence , and the numbers of th ese range from 34 to
60. Numbering was done so that both corres pondents could determin e whether
every thing mailed arrived, and to know th e order in which letters were sent. As
may be seen later, th e order sent was frequently not the ord er in which they were
received.

Th e Rhode Island was a part of the West Ind ia Squ adron, foun ded in 1862
to protect the "California" steamers run ning thr ough th e Wind ward Passage
(sepa rating Cuba and Hispaniola or San Domingo) between the Isthmus of
Panama and New York. On the northern passage, the ships usually carried gold
from Californi a, and would have made a rich plum for a Confederate cruiser to
pick off. The Rh ode Island was based at Cape Haitien, located on Haiti's north
shore, just east of the Windward Passage.

Table I lists sixtee n covers, show ing the place where written, number in th e
sequence, postal markings and rate, and also arrival date at Boston. All of the
covers are unpaid, and all have the small Boston receiving mark ing on the face,
classified in Boston Postal Markings to 1890 as Nos. 2232-2235. These markings
are the major reason for Mr. Blake's ownership of the covers, as he was one of the
authors of that book. Actually, the lot included only a little more than half th e
correspondence. As noted , the writer has since acquired one other cover of the
sequence. Still another cover exists, th at shown in Figur e 1. This photo was sent
to us by the late Henry A. Meyer , who had apparently been able to photograph
th e cover at some earlier date. If other covers of the correspondence exist (and
we imagine the correspondence was divided at the time it entered the philatelic
The Chronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27, No. I 29



market ), the writer would like to record them. We would also like to see the cover
of Figure 1 and record its contents.

The major interest to the postal historian is th e differen t ways the covers
were sent back to Boston . Figure 1 is very representative of the covers , bearing
the marking most common in the sequence, the STEAMSHIP/ 20 marking. No
other covers in the correspondence bear th e purser's marking of the Santiago de
Cub a of which more will be said later. The cover size and shape are also typical.
Plate I illustrates most of the markings on th ese covers.

-

Flgur. l. From abo.rd ,h. " U.S. S. Rhod. 111.nd." ., I • • In the W.., Indl.1 In AuguI'. 1863. Glv.n abo nd
ano,h . r v....1 of ' h. W.., India Squadr on. 'h. "U .S. S. S.nt l. go d. Cub.....nd pl.ced by ,h.t vesse l . bo.rd ,h .
nerthbe und Californl. s'••mer en rou'. '0N.w York. From pho'o flies of H. nry A. Meyer.

Both the U.S.S. Rhode Island (see Figure 2) and the U.S.S. Santiago de Cuba
(Figure 3) were merchant vessels purchased into the navy for blockade service.
The form er , th e Rhode Island, had been built as the John P. King in 1860 by
Spofford, Tileston & Co. for , we imagine, coastwise packet servic e. She promptly
burned and was rebuilt under the name Eagle. A sidewhee ler of about 1500 tons,
she was extremely fast , with ample tonnage for carrying guns or coal. Th e San
tiago de Cuba was also a fast sidewheeler, and these vessels were ideal for con
voying the California mail steamers in waters where Confederate raid ers could
easily capture them. The mail steamers were fast ships and would have been
hard to catch in the open waters, but ambush would have been easy in the pas
sages and islands of the Wes t Indies area. Even there, they moved fast. The
records contain several references to complaints filed by captains of th e mail
steamers that the convo ying Navy ships could not keep up. On one occasion,
the Vanderbilt steam er North Star had to tow one of the convoyers into Port
Royal, S. C., th e latter having burned up her engine trying to keep up with the
North Star .

The escort was necessary , however , as proven by the one capture made.
This was the Vanderbilt stea mer Ariel, taken on her southbound tr ip in Decem
ber, 1862. Since the Ariel was on her way to Panama, she carried very little
treasure, although a ran son, payable after the war , was placed upon the Ariel
by her captor, the C.S.S. Alabama, the best known of th e Confed era te cruis ers.

Th e Californ ia stea mers which op erated during the war , on the Atlantic
side with which we are concerne d, were the Ariel, Champion, Costa Rica, Ne w
York, Northern Li ght, Nor th Star and Ocean Qu een . The route was a contract
mail route of the United States, the contract th en being held by "Commodore"
Cornelius Vanderbilt. Th e contract demanded reas onable speed and constant
schedules.

As noted before, Table I lists the covers, and where th e enclosed letters were
datelined . The letters are both informa tive and interesting. Written by Surgeon
Webber, who signs his name "Gilbert" (confusing in a way, as his name is listed
in the 1864 Navy Register as "Samu el G. Webber"), th ere are descrip tions of
chases of blockade runners, visits to towns such as Port au Prince and St. Thomas,
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D.\V.!., and nicely don e pencil sketches of the up to two inch long cockroaches
aboard the Rh ode Island which ran across the tabl e before him as he wrote .

The major sea rout e by which the lett ers travelled home was aboard the
Ca lifornia steamers. In his letter No. 36, We bber instructed his sweethea rt to ad
dress his mail to "Assist. Surgeon S. G. Webber/ U.S. Str Rhode Island/ Wes t
India Sqdri / via California Steam er and Convoy." La ter, in his No. 47, he cha nge d
the latter part to read "Care Ca liforn ia Mail Agen t/ No.5 Bowlin g Green/ New
York, N.Y." The Rhode Island had been assigned to the W est India Squ adron
in December of 1862, and Webber had just gone aboard her at that time. It is
assum ed th at port ions of th e correspond ence earlier th an Jun e 1863 may exist, but
the writer has seen none. Most of those, judging by comme nts of Webber early
in the sequence, went via Key West ,

In convoying, the Rh ode Island apparently took the southbound trip during
the ea rlier part of the correspo ndence. While there was thus no problem in
getting the mail bag fro m New York, since the ships usually met off Mar iguana
Island, well north of the Windward Passage, mail placed aboard th e mail ship
might have to be taken to tho Isthmus before returning to New York. Conse
qu ently, Webber usually had to look for other ways of sending mail northward
at the time. Th e content of his letters is very useful here; he nearly always tells
when and by wha t route the last letter went, and often , if the route is known
and not th e usual one, how th e present letter will be sen t.

This habit is of value in ana lyzin g letter No. 36. Accor ding to both its con
tents and th at of the next, No. 36 was ac tua lly sent in the ma il bag aboard the
southbound stea mer Champion. Yet th e cover does not bear the circular "STEAM
SHIP" du e marking norm ally appearing on covers brought to New York by
these ships . Th e last date in the enclosed letter of No. 36 (Webber wrote a
little each few days until the letter was sent; he then started another) is July
10, 1863. The Boston receiving marking on th e cover front is dat ed July 28,
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but the origin marking is not the marking applied to mail incoming from the
California steamers at New York. Rather, it bears a "U.S. SHIPj 3 Cts" marking
which was normally ap plied to naval and milita ry mails from the area of Charles
ton, S. C. The marking is dis tinguishable by a pronounced indentat ion in th e
circle above the letters "H" and ''1'' of "SHIP." The wri ter owns several covers
with positive pro of of origin, ha ving the marking, and all are from the b lock
aders or troops at Charles ton.

Just how this cover got from the Champion to th e vessels off Charleston
has to be guesswork; a reasonable assumpt ion is that the Champion encountere d
one of the Navy's ships bound there and sent the Wes t India mail bags back
northward with her , rather than carrying them on to Aspinwall at th e Isthmus.

No. 34, which entered th e mail at New York, Nos. 37 and 39, which are post
marked Port Royal, S. C., th e main Navy base of the South Atlantic Blockading
Squ adron, and No. 47 are all double ra te letters without any ship marki ngs.
Under th e posta l regulations then in effect, as of Jul y 1, 1863, both ship letters
and also all domestic let ters found in the mails with postage not paid, were to
be charged double ra te . The latter provision was in effect only until in mid 1864,
but it was current du ring the entire period during which this correspondence
entered th e mails.

Figure 2. The " U.S. S. Rhode Island ." From ORN, Series I, Vol. 2.

The rates are rea lly not exact ly the same . The ship letter should always hav e
been so marked, as it applied whether postage was pr epaid or not, and was to
include the 2c ship fee paid to the private ship turning in the letter to the post
office. Th e double unpaid domestic rate actually had nothi ng to do with ship
fees. It was charged only on wha tever portion of the postage was unpaid , an d
was a penalty to discourage not prepaying letters. Previous and later practi ce
was to send all such letters, whe n totally unpaid in the domestic mails , to th e dead
letter office.

No. 34, according to 'Webber's comment in the letter, probabl y wen t by a
schooner, the M. S. Hat haway. This vessel is listed in the Nationa l Archives ' List
of American Flag V essels . . . at the P011 of New Yor k (see Bibliography for the
full title) as having been bu ilt at Columbia, Maine in 1861, and en tered at th e
Port of New York, July 22, 1863. As the cover is postmarked July 16, 1863, this
would seem to be verification of the usage, but the real qu estion is why the
Hathauuufs master did not request the ship letter fee. Also of interes t is th at
the "Due 6" ra te marking on the cover is in manuscript-probabl y not very com
mon at th e New York post office at that time.
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TABLE 1

1863 Place of Boston
Letter Date Letter Cost to Rec 'd

No. hd g heading Markings and Rou te Recip ient da te

34 6/23 Cape H aitien N. Y. double con centric cds 7/ 16/ 63. ID S. 2 x 3c 7/17
due 6. Probably by Navy ship into N.Y.
(?) but witho ut ship letter fee .

36 7/7 Mariguana 26Y2 mm eire, U. S. SHIP / 3cts. By Na vy I x 3c 7?/28
supp ly vessel.

37 7/ 11 At sea, be- Double conce ntric Po rt Royal cds 7/29 2 x 3c 8/4
twee n Cu ba and "6." Probably by Naval cou rier to
& Haiti P. R . and handed in a t P. O. No ship

letter fee.
39 7/19 At sea Same as No . 37; cds of 8/6. 2 x 3c 8/1 4?
41 7/29 At sea Same as No. 36. I x 3c 8/29
42 ? At sea STEAMSH IP/ 20; Cal. Stmr, 2 x IOc 9/ 16
43 8/27 Cape Haitien N. Y. cds 9/ 25. Ship letter ; 6 cts d ue . I x 6c 9/26
45 9/8 St. Thomas Same as No . 43; cds 10/ 3; 6 cts d ue. I x 6c 10/3

D.W.I.
47 9/25 Cape H aitien Ph ila. cds 10/1 7; strai gh t line Du e 6. 2 x 3c 10/19

Probab ly by Navy ship in to yard. No ship
fee.

49 10/ 2 Cape H aitien ST EAMSH IP/2 0; Cal. Stm r. 2 x lOe 10/2J
51 10/ 20 St. Thomas STEAMSHIP/ 20; Cal. Stmr. I x IOc 1O/ 2J
52 10/ 25 At sea Same as No . 49. 2 x IOc 1I /2J
56 11/ 29 At sea Same as No. 49. 2 x 10c 12/ 29
57 12/ 10 At sea Boston cu rved "SH IP/4" (Blake-Davis No. 2 x 2c 1/11/64

688)
59 12/ 29 At sea Same as No. 49. 2 x lOe 1/6/64
60 12/31 Cape H aitien Same as No. 49. 2 x IOc 1/29 /64

Nos. 37 and 39 both entered the mails on July 29, 1863, at Port Royal, S. C.,
and were ra ted with 6c due. Neither has ship markings. Again , since neither
letter weighs M oz., this is evidently the double rate due on "domestic letters
found in the mails not prepaid ." Both covers appa rently went from Cape Haitien
to Port Royal with the U. S. S. Mercedita, which was ordered to the latter place
from Cape Haitien on July 23rd. Th is appears in ORN, (see Bibliography) Series
I, Vol. 2, pages 400-401.

No. 41 is a very long letter. The last pages contain an account of the chase
and capture by the Rhode Island on Aug. 17, 1863, of the blockade runner Cron 
stad t, outbound from Wilmington, N. C., with a cargo of cott on, turpentine and
tobacco. The latter was condemned as a prize by the prize court of Boston a few
months later, and, according to the records, after deductions for court expenses,
some $294,000 was divided among the squadron admiral and the crew of the
Rhode Island. Webber, in his letter, commented th at he intended to send his
No. 41 north aboard the captured blockade runner, which the Rhode Island's
prize crew was taking to Boston . ,However, in a report to the Navy Dept., dated
on Aug. 17, 1863, "At sea, Lat. 28° 41' north, Long. 76° 41' West," Commander
Trenchard of the Rhode Island commented that he intended to send the prize
to Boston for adjudication, but with a stop at Port Royal. Since the cover bears
a "U.S. SHIP/ 3 Cts" from a slightly different instrument than does No. 36, it is
assumed that the mail bags sent aboard the Cronstadt were turned over to the
Federal mail agent aboard the flagship at Port Royal, rather than to the post
master at that port.

Cover No. 42, pictured as Figure 1, bears a pretty little handstamp, ap
parently applied by the officer of the Santia go de Cuba who took care of th e
mails, possibly the paymaster. Naval vessels of the Civil War had no purser as
such; usually a chaplain or a paymaster served to accomplish as much of that
function as was needed. Naval ships usually had mail bags for out going corre
spondence of the crew, and both official and personal mail of an entire squadron
would be grouped to be transmitted to the United Sta tes by th e best route ava il-
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a ble. At th e time th e cover shown in Figure 1 was sent, the Santiago de Cuba
was also part of th e W est India Squadron, based at Cape Haitien. However , in
the reports of Rear Admiral Lardner , comma nding the squadron, of both Aug .
6 and Aug. 25, he indicates the Rhode Island had been cru ising off the Bahama
Islands and Providence Channel. Th e Santia go de Cuba was convoying Californ ia
steamers between the islands of Mari guuna and Navass a, th ree times a mon th.
Whethe r the letter of Figur e 1, Webber's No. 42, was lef t at Cape Haitien to be
picked up or whe ther it was wit h a bag handed aboard the Santiago de C uba in
an encounter at sea is not known , but, in any case, the bag was un doub tedly
ha nded aboard a Californi a steamer bein g convoyed northward to New York by
the latter.

Figure 3. The "U.S. S. Santiago de Cuba" whose crew shared over $1.5 million in prize money during the Civil
War-more than any other ship . From Mille,'s "Photographic History of the Civil War, Review of Reviews," 1911 .

Covers Nos. 34, 37, 39 and 47, which will be discussed lat er, all are appar
ently single weight lett ers cha rged double rat e as "domestic letters found in the
mails unpaid ." The covers of letters Nos. 43 and 45 both indicate they were sent
into Ne w York b y priva te ship, and were there rated up as ship lett ers , with
double post age du e. Webber comments in an earlier lett er about a private ship
line in to Ne w York, with monthly service from Port-au-Prince, Ha it i, and he also
notes there was weekly service overla nd from Port-au-Pr ince to Ca pe Haitien . We
believe both Nos. 43 and 45 went via that route. Both con tain short letters, an d
both were ch arged as sing le weight ship let ters. The last date in No. 43 is Aug.
28th; it arrived at Ne w York on Sept. 25th , and at Boston on the 26th. It is date
lined Cape H aitien. Altho ugh the earliest date of No . 45 is from St. Thomas,
D .W .I. on Sept. 8, th e last entry of the lett er is on Sept. 14, stating the Rhode
Island. would leave for Cape Haiti en the next morning. Webber sta ted he wished
to send "one more letter from here." Cons ideri ng the mark ings and tim e inter
val, it seems probable that No. 4.'5 went just as did No. 43, from Port au Prince
by privat e sh ip to New York. The cover arrived at New York Oct. 3, being re
ceived in Boston the next day.

No. 47 was postmarked at Philad elphia Oct. 17, 1863, wi th a large circle
Phil adelphia duplex ma rking of the type normally used on domes tic mails. The
cover, including letter, is qu ite light, and the rate is again "double domesti c for
unpaid letters." Webber comme nts in his le tter "The Ti conderoga goes home
Monday or Tuesday, and I sha ll send this, I guess, then." T he comment was
written on Sept. 26th, and the remaining portion of the letter was wri tten the
foll owing evening, a Sunday. In Vol. 2, Series I of the ORN, Rear Admiral Lard
ner reported to the Na vy D ept. that on Sept. 28, the "T iconderoga, Commande r
W illiam Ronckendorf f, [was] ord ered to Philadelphia for rep airs of engine."

All but one of the rema ining covers bear "ST EAMSHIP" markings with rates
of 10 or 20 cen ts du e. T his ma rking was used on mai ls ha nded into th e Ca lifornia
mail steamer route, and the rate was lOc per single letter for distances under
2500 miles. Of th ese markings noted, all except No. ,51 ar e 20c for double weight.
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No. 51, containing a very minimal letter, is rated lOe due. In the letter, Webber
notedthat the mails were to close in just five minutes.

The excep tion to the steamship markings pattern is No. 57. It bears a Boston
curved SHIPj 4 marking, with the Boston "Received" handstamp of Jan. 16th.
In his next to last entry in the letter, dated Dec. 17,1863, Webber noted, "I think
I shall send this by a mail that goes soon and not keep it for the California
steamer. You will receive it sooner then . We go .out on the 18th and must meet
the steamer on the 19th or 20th ." Since the steamers left New York, Southbound,
on the 3rd, 13th and 23r9 at this time, according to Webber's letters, then the
Rhode Island must have been meeting a northbound steamer into New York,
and ra ther good service would have been needed to get a letter to Boston
sooner than by the mail steamers.

Actually, No. 57 was very slow in transmission. It reached Boston or, at
any rate, was postm arked there on Jan . 16, 1864, and letter No. 59, at least, ar
rived there considerably sooner. The cover did appare ntly go direct to Boston
by private ship, since the "SHIP/ 4" marking represents the rate for a ship single
letter for local delivery. There was no transmission from another city. The 4c, of
cour se, represents double the local delivery rat e, for ship letters at the port,
charged afte r July 1, 1863.

The Rhode Island was ordered north to Boston on March 19, 1864, and ar
rived at that port on the 28th. Presumably, a few more covers of the correspond
ence should exist with January and February dates , at least. The West India
squadron was discontinued in September of 1864, although occasional convoy
ing was done thereafter when Confederate cru isers were thought to be abroad.

Of the methods used to bring the mail north, the least expensive was to send
the letters to the blockading forces off the southern coast, so that the cover could
receive the "U.S. SHIPj 3 Cts" rate. In spite of one such letter's being over ~ oz.,
weighed tod ay, and the other's having supposedly contain ed a photo, neither
letter was rated as double. The fastest method, but by far the most expensive,
was via the California steamers. While the standard rate was 10c per half ounce,
only one cover bears that ra te. All the rest- Nos. 42, 49, 52, 56, 59, and 60-were
rated as double. No. 59 actually weighs about ~ oz., and contains but a single
page, nor are any enclosures mentioned. It concludes abrup tly, with a hastily
scribbled note, in pencil, that they are about to board the homeward bound Cal
iforni a steamer. It arrived at Boston onJan. 6, 1864. Others are also of less than
double rate, so just why 20c was charge is not known.

The last letter, No. 60, comments that No. 59 had been very short, and "it is
only once in a while that we fall in with the boat returning to the sta tes !"

The purpose of,this article is to show that most Civil 'War ship letters or those
with similar markin gs, can have a very int eresting origin, and it is possible,
with just a little evidence, in the form of origins and dates, to learn a great
deal about how they were handl ed.

Whe ther most of the letters bearin g numbers not listed here still exist, we
have no idea. Reports of any that do, and their content, would be much appre
ciated by the author.
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MI CHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE 24c 1869 INVERT BLOCK
Shown as Figure 1 is th e pearl of the 1869 series and perhaps the most val

ua ble single ite m in all U.S. philately . This is th e uniqu e 24c 1869 invert block of
four, a most astonishing survivor. A year or two ago, in th e pages of a popular
ma gazine, your period edi tor specula ted that th is block was worth a quarter of a
million dollars. its recent sale, privat ely, confirmed the general accuracy of this
estimate, though the actual sale price is not known.

Like all great philat elic items, this block has an interestin g history. Its
ear ly background has been fairl y well writte n up in th e sources mentioned in
the bibliography below. Facts from these works have been welded together
here, and th e history of the block for the last 35 years has been constru cted
fro m ta lks with old -tim e collectors and with the reluctant but always gentle
ma nly assista nce of Raymond 'Weill, whose unc ompromising respect for his cli
ents' privacy we must all admire.

Figure 1. The un iqu e bl ock of fou r ., f the 24c 1869 It omp with center Inverted . Thil piece recent ly lol d privat e ly
fo r ele se to $250 ,000.

Wh en it was fir st disc overed in Liverpool in the 1880s, this piece was a ver
tica l block of six. Sta ggering to think about, but hue. The best speculation is
that it came from a package received by a Liverpo ol merchant firm. The fin der's
real name has not com e down to us, because for the rest of his life he was
known by Liverpool coll ectors only as "The Upside Down Man ." The block was
pur chased by a satche l dealer , who qui ckly sold it, for five poun ds (then around
$25), to a much larger Liverpool dea ler, Th omas Ridp ath.
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Ridpath had an international clientele and a much better grasp of the mar
ket than the satcheleer . Ridpath sold the blo ck, at a very considerable mark-up,
to. William Thorne of New York. Th e sale price is not known, but legend has it
that the satcheleer was so distressed, when he heard th e figure, that he never
spoke about the block again, to anyone.

The buyer, Thorne, was a wealthy businessman then pioneering in an en
tirely new specialty, the collecting of blocks of four. He jumped at the chance
to add such an unusual item to his collection. And, since he collected blocks of
four only, he tore off a pair and sold it. This pair subsequently showed up in
the F . W. Hunter Sale in 1900, and reali zed $242. To the best of your editor's
knowledge, it still survives.

Thorne ultimately sold his collection to A. W. Batchelder of the New Eng
land Stamp Company, a Boston firm whose interest in U.S. classics goes back
many years. Batchelder was close to William H. Crocker, president of the San
Francisco bank that still bears his name, and a collector Croesus of his day.
Batchelder sold the block to Crocker for $800. Crocker never showed his stamp s,
nor was he active in collector circles. He put the block in his vau lt and there it
stayed for almost 40 years, until his death in 1937.

Th e reappearance of the block caused quite a stir. It was never well known
to begin with, and after two generations it had virtually been forgotten. To the
rescue came old Fred Melville , ret ained by th e London auction firm of Harmer,
Rooke, to write up the Crocker collection . Melville was the acknowledged dean
of phil atelic writers. He'd been at it for almost half a century, and his memory
went back even further. He quickly settled any doubts about the pedigree of
the invert block. "Most collectors," he wrote, "even specialists in the U.S., did not
know there was such a block in existence. But then, with most people, memory
is short. I remembered its existence, but had no idea where it had been hidden
so long." He went on to recount some of the details mentioned above, and recalled
that the block had actually been shown at least once, by Thorne, "in his cele
brated exhibition of rarities at the Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colors
in 1897." He even recalled a snide comment, at this show, from the lips of a
collector named M. P. Castle, who had called the block "the apotheosis of bloat
ing." Even in the 19th century, collectors were prone to denigra te wha t th ey
could not own. Th e specific reference was to Thorne's penchant for blocks, which
was then rega rded as a quirk of Edwardian excessiveness. (In one of his Stamps
columns, George Sloane wrote that the block was also shown in the first great
stamp exhibition in America, the Eden Musee show in March of 1889.)

The block was offered in the fifth Crocker sale in 1938, illustrated in color
on the cover of the catalog and described within as "the gem of the collection."
It was purchased for $12,500 by Y. Souren, a colorful dealer well remembered
by veteran collectors. Unlike some dealers, Souren did not let his bein g in the
trade prevent him from loving fine stamps. Herm an Herst, Jr ., who was close
to Souren during the last years of his life, had this to say about Souren's relation
ship to the 24c invert block: "So enamoured was he of this piece that he had it
mounted between two small panes of glass, and he carried it about with him
in a special pocket of his coat lining. Several times over a sandwich or a meal
he would take it out and admire it." Ultim ately, mammon conquered art, and
Souren sold the block, for $25,000, to a collector named Esmond Bradley Martin.
Martin, for some reason , disliked the piece and returned it to Souren. Souren
then sold it to a Connecticut industrialist, Leslie White, who kept it un til 1949,
when he sold it to the Weill brothers. They sold it the next year to a philatelist
client, during whose ownership the block was included in the famou s Life mag
azine shooting of rare stamp s. The photograph in Figure 1 comes from this shoot
ing.

On the death of this owner, in 1968, the piece returned to the Weill brothers,
who kept it until 1974, when they sold it to a Texas collector. While unwilling
to reveal the price, Raymond Weill did allow that a quarter of a milli on dollars
would be a reasonable but incorrect guess. We hop e that the current owner has
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other grea t 186\:.1 items , to give this block the distinguished companionship it
deserves.
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TEN-CENT 1869 COVERS TO PERU, CHILE, ECUADOR, AND BOLIVIA
When the 1869 stamps came into use, letters that traveled from the United

States to destinations on the west coast of Sout h America were charged at a
rate of 34c per half ounce. By the time the 1869 stamps passed into disuse, the
rate had been reduced to 22c. This was one of the many rate-changes that
took place during the short lifetime of the 1869 stamps . For some years , scholars
and collectors have sought, withou t success , to pinpoint the date of the rate
reduction.

The newly-found run of the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant,
soon to be reprinted by the Collectors Club of Chicago , answers the question.
The last day of the 34c ra te from the U.S. to nations on the west coast of South
America was February 15, 1870. The 22c rate to these nations went into effec t
on February 16, 1870. Th e official announcement of the rate-change appeared
in the March 1870 edition of the U.S. Mail . Here is a truncated version:

The postage chargeable on correspondence posted in the United States and ad 
dressed to Peru, Bolivia , Ecuador and Chile has been reduced to the following
amou nts. prepayment compu lsory:

On lett ers. 22c per each ha lf ounce or under .
On newspapers. 4 cents each if not exceed ing fou r ounces, and 4 cents additional

for every excess of 4 ounces. and on book-packets and samples of merchandise. IOc
per eac h four ou nces or un der.

Postmasters will levy and collect postage accord ingly from and aft er the date
hereof.

By order of the Postmaster-General, February 16. 1870.

All the dateabl e covers that your period edi tor has seen , to these destina
tions during this period, confirm the February 16 rate change. Tabl e 1 describes
such covers. This listing consists solely of covers bearing the 10c 1869 stam p,
so it is far from comprehensive. But the 10c 1869 did yeoman duty in the
foreign mails, and the covers listed in Table 1 can be regarded as a representa
tive (though incomplete) cross-section of all covers from this period to these
destinations.

The first column in Tabl e 1 shows the date the cover entered the mails.
Month and day are typically taken from the circular da te stamp, with the year
picked up from foreign markings or (less typically) docketing or internal evi
dence. The second column describes the origin and destination of each cover.
The th ird column describes the stamps, and the fourth column shows the rate
each cover presum ably paid . The fifth column, critical to determining the rate,
shows the credit marking on each cover . These credit markings (always in red,
of course) represented money owed to England. Carriage beyond Panama, down
the west coast of South America, was by ships of the Pacific Steam Navigation
Company, under contract to the British government. At the beginning of the
1869 period, the fee for this British carriage was one shilling-24c. The reason
for the rate reduction was that the British reduced their share to sixpence (12c).
The latest Rob son Lowe encyclopedia (volume 5, page 739) indicates that the
British reduced their charge on January 1, 1870. Presumably, some weeks had
to pass befor e news of this reduction could be officially conveyed to Was hington .
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figure 2. 34c.... t. cov.r to Peru, post.d in Now York In S.pt.mber 1869, b••rlng 10c .nd 24c 1869 st.mps, .nd
showing crodit 24 to Engl.nd.

Note that the first six covers in Ta ble 1, posted at the 34c rate, all show
credits to England in multiples of 24, indicating that the U.S. was giving up
the equivalent of one shilling for the British share of the carr iage. Figure 2 is a
typical 34c-rate cover from the Davis correspondence which was posted in New
York someti me during September 1869. Th e 34c in postage is made up by a lOc
and a 24c 1869 stamp. The credit 24 ties the lOc stamp. Fi gure 3 shows a cover
from San Francisco, bearing a merchant's cachet dated FEB 2 1870, and show
ing a 10c 1869 and a 24c grill. The credit 24 shows boldly at the top center of
the cover. This cover was posted just 13 days before the rate reduction, and is
the latest cover in this study that shows the 34c rate.

Figur. 3. L.t. showing of tho 34c r.t., postod in S.n fr.ncisco on fobru.ry 3, 1870. Tho st.mps .ro • 10c
1869 .nd • 24< grill. Not. tho crodit 24.
The Chronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27. No. 1 39
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TABLE 1: COVERS BEARING THE U.S. 10e 1869 STAM P TO DESTINATIONS ON THE WEST COAST OF SOUTH AMERICA

DA T E OR[(; IN AND DESTIN ATlON ST A M PS R ATE CREDI T lIl~MARKS

AUC 20 1R69 Sing Sing. N.Y. to Lima . Peru 2 10c 1869. 2 21(" 181i:1 2x3'lc 18 Davis Correspon dence

SEPT ? 1869 New Yo rk to Lima . Peru 10e 1869. 21c 186!I :Hc 21 I)avis Corresp on den ce

DEC :1 1869 San Francisco to Lima. Peru 10c 1869. 21c grill :11(" 21 La Charn bre correspondence

DEC ·1 1869 New York 10 Lima . Peru IOc 1869. 24c 1869 :H e 21 Davis correspondence

DEC ? 1R69 to Lima, Peru lOc I869. 2 I2c 1!ili9 34c 24 Davis corr espondence

FEB :l 1870 San Francisco to Lima . Pe nt IOc 1869. 24c grill :l4e 24 ex Gibson

FEB 19' 1870 New Bedford to San Carlos. Chile IOc 1869. 24c grill 22c 12 Wh ite COlT. ; 12c overp ay

FEB 28 1870 Southampton, ;\IS . to Ta lca huano, Chile lOc 1869, 12c 1869 22c 12 Whi t« co rr espo nd ence

FE ll 28 1870 Southampton, N.Y. to T alcahuano, Ch ile lOe 1869. 12c 181;9 ~~(' 12 \Vhi le correspondence

APR !i 1870 New York 10 Li ma. Peru IDc J869. 24c 1869 22c 12 12c ove rp ay

APR " 1870 New York 10 Lima . Peru 2 JOc 1869, 24c 1869 2x22c 24 Davis co rre spo ndence

'.I AY 20 1870 Portchcster. N.Y. to Lim a . Peru 2 10e 1869,24(" l869 2x2 2c 21 Davis correspondence

j LJN 17 1870 San Fra ncisco to Lima, Peru 2 10e 1869. 2c l8G9 22c 12 l .a Cha mhre correspo nde nce

.rUN 18 1870 New Bed ford , Mass. 10 Co bija, Bolivia 10c 1869, l2c 1869 22c 12 Hanner . April 16, 1972

NOV 18 1870 San Francisco to Li ma, Peru lOc 1869. 24c gr ill 22c 12 12c overpay

NOV :1O 1872 Concord. N.H . to Li ma, Peru 2 10e 1869, 2c Banknor e 22c 12 lare usc of IOc 1869s



/
I

Figure 4. Feb rua ry 19. 1870. New 8edford. M..... 10 Chile. Despi le Ihe 34c in .Iamp•• th e cred it 12 indlcale. t he
22c rale w as already in effect. In facl . Ihe rale-change had gone inlo eff e ct th re e day . ear lie r. on February 16.

Figure 4 shows a cover posted February 19, 1870, at 1 ew Bedford , Mass .
This cover, from the 'William Herzog collection, bears 34c in postage (once again
made up by a lOc 1869 and a 24c grill ), but clearl y shows a credi t 12. This,
despite the 34c in postage, is not a 34c-rate cover, but a 22c-ra te cover, with 12c
overpayment. The overpayment is quite understandable, since the ra te-change
went into effect only three days previous . However , the credit 12 indicates that
the New York exchange office was promptly informed of the reduction, and was
already rating covers at the lower ra te. Th e cover shown in Figure 4 is, so far,
the earliest reported showing of the 22c rate .

1T$~~~)

7 vl~,- ;}J~.L )

I

Figure 5. February 28. 1870. Soulhampton. New York. 10 Chile. Here the 22c rale is proper ly pa id. indicating
Ihll new. of Ihe rale-change had reached al le..1 some local po sl offices by Ihe end of Februa ry.

Figure 5 is a cover from the same correspondence as Fi gure 4, bearing a
Southampton, N.Y., circular datestamp (fa int ill the pho to but legible on th e
T he Chro nicle / February 1975 / VoJ. 27. No. 1 41



cover itself) showi ng FEB 28, 1870. This cover shows the proper 22c paid by
a 10c and a 12c 1869 stamp, and bears the proper credit 12. Th is is th e earliest
cover reporte d so far, showi ng the 22c rate paid with 22c in postage. Cur iously,
two such covers exist, both from th e same correspondence, same date, same or
igin, same markings, same hand. One assum es they were written on differ ent
dates, th en held for the next sailing. Th e cover shown in Fi gure 5 indicates th at
th e announce ment of the ra te-change had reached at least some local post offices
by th e end of February, presum ably in the March issue of the U.S. Mail (quoted
above), which typically appeared toward th e end of th e month preceding its
cover-da te .

Figure 6 shows another Davis cover , th is one bearing a horizonta l pai r of
lOc 1869, plus a 24c 1869, with a New York da te stamp of APR 5. This shows
a credit 24 similar to th at on the cover in Figur e 2. But despite the credit 24, thi s
is not a 34c rat e cover , but a double-rate 22c cover. Backstamps indica te 1870
usage, April 5 was a sai ling date in 1870 but not in 1869, and the crayon "2"
across th e front clearl y indicates two times rate. This cover was in th e Siege l
sa le of May 28, 1974, and was purchased by Irwin Weinberg for $6250.

Figur. 6. April 5, 1870, N.w York to Lim., .....rlng • pair of IDe .nd a 24c 1869, m.king twice the 22c r.t• .
Th....dlt 24 I. limilar to th.t in Figure 2, but her. lndlclt•• 2><12. Cr.yon 2 indic.t.. double r.t• .

While information about the rate reduction seems to have been qui ckly
conveyed to th e excha nge offices and to many of the local postmasters, it ob
viously didn't reach all th e customers. Note that of the ten covers in T able 1
showing th e 22c ra te (the last ten entries) , three bear 34c in stamps, representing
12c overpayment. The frequency of such overpayments suggests a lack of com
munication between W ashington ra te-makers and local postal users, many of
whom must have been for ced to consult obsolete chart s when assessing postage
to obscure destinations. Fi gure 7 is a very late showing of such an overpayment,
on a cover mailed from San Francisco on November 18, 1870, more th an nine
months after the reduction to 22c had been announced. Since an earli er cover
from San Francisco (June 18, 1870- see Ta ble 1) shows the proper 22c paid ,
the presumption with th e cover in Figure 7 is that the stamps wer e affixed
without reference to more current information that must have been availab le
at the San Francisco post office. The cover in Figure 7 is superficially similar to
that in Figure 3, but th ey actua lly show two different rat es.

Collectors should re-exa mine their 1869 covers to the west coast of South
America . Covers showing the 34c rate should have passed through the exchange
office prior to February 16, 1870, and they should bear credits in multiples of
42 T he Ch ronicle / February 1975 / Vol. 27, No . I
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Flgur. 7. November 18, 1870, Son Froncilco to LImo. He.. the 22c rot. II ov.....ld with 34c, more then nine
monthl ofter the rote chonge . Frequen t overpoymentl luch 01 thl, on. mode d.clpherlng thel. cov... dlHlcult.

24. Covers at the 22c rate should show credits in multiples of 12, and should
have passed through the exchange office on or after February 16, 1870. The fact
that a cover bears 34c in postage does not make it a 34c-rate cover , unless the
date and credit are right.

Your period editor has tried, with reasonable but less than total suceess. .
to match the covers listed in Table 1 with th e scheduled New York departure
dates for steamers to Panama (Colon), as they are listed (as "Aspinwall" steamers)
in the monthly sailing schedules published in the U.S. Mail. For many years
previous, these ships usually left New York on the Ist, 11th and 21st of each
A PHILATEUC VALENTINE

A small cover from Waterbury to Plainfield, Connecticut, clearly dated Febru
ary 14 (1871?), with the 3c 1869 stamp fittingly and decisively tied by a Water
bury arrow-in-heart cancellation. This particular cancellation is designated
H-2 in Postal Markings Handbook #3, "The Cancellations of Waterbury, Con
necticut, 1865-1890"-Mannel Hahn, editor, Chicago, 1940, The year date of
1871 is subject to question, so it woold be pleasant to find other covers to
confinn or deny it. A totally different arrow-in-heart is known to have been
used in 1870.
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month (waiting a day if this date was a Sunda y). However, during th e lifetime
of th e 1869 stamps, the sailin g schedule was drastically rev ised , reflecting th e
opening of th e U.S. transcontinental railroad in th e summer of 1869. Wi thou t
prem ature conclusions, we publish herewith, as Table 2, th e Aspinwall sa iling
dat es, as they appeared in the U.S. Mail dur ing the 24 mon ths of 1869 an d 1870.
Readers should bear in mi nd that th ese are sche duled dates, perh ap s sub ject to
typ ographical error in th e or iginal publication and cert ainl y sub ject to the whims
of sea and machi nerv , Thev are not necessa rilv a record of th e dat es on which
sh ips ac tua lly left Ne w YOl:k. .

TABLE 2 : ASPINWALL STEAMERS-SCHEDULED DEPARTURE DATES-l869·1870

J anua ry IS69
Februar y IS69
Ma rch 1869
Ap ri l IS69
May 1869
J une ISIlY
July 1869
Au gu st 1869
Sep tem b el' 1869
Oc to be r 1869
N ovem bel' 1809
Decem ber 1869

9 . Ill. 211
I , 9, 16, 24
I . 9, 10. 2·1
I . 10. 21
I , II . 21
I . 11, 21
I , 10, 2 1, 3 1
11 , 21
I . II , 21
I, Ili
1
5, 2 1

[un u a rv 1870
'Februa tv ISiO
.\I ar ch ISiO
Ap r il IS70
Ma v 1870
j u ne 18iO
July 18i O
:\ II gus l 18i O
Sep tem be r 1870
Octobe r ISi ll
No vember 1870
Decem her 1870

5, 21
5
5, 21
.5, 21
5, 21
5, 21
5, 21
5, 20
5, 21
I, 21
4, 19
3, 19

Whatever else it mi ght mean , the information in Table 2 shows clearl y
that the number of Panama sailings was reduced shortly after th e opening of
th e tr ansco ntinental ra ilroad. Pri or to the rail road , man y passen gers and mu ch
tr ade between th e Ame rican coas ts we nt via Panama. After th e rai lroa d , th e
route via Panama was used less for these purposes, as the reducti on in sailing s
dramaticall y sugges ts. The open ing of th e ra ilroad was one of several major
ch an ges in patterns of po stal communicati on that took place during the life
tim e of th e 1869 stamps.

Less is known-by your edi tor, at least- about San Francisco sailings to
Panama during this period. From the Panama Star & Herald, qu oted on page
704 of th e Robson Lowe encyclope dia cited above, we know th at during the
1-11-21 period, corresponding dep artures left San Francisco on th e 10th, th e
19th and th e 30th of each month. On e might assu me, from this , that afte r the
railroad opened and the 5-21 sailing pattern was estab lishe d fro m New York,
correspo nd ing steamers would leave San Fra ncisco aro und th e 3rd and the 18th.
The data in Table 1 seem to bear this out, though we don't have enoug h in
formation to gen eralize from . As alw ays, your period editor would appreciate
ad ditiona l information, The steamer sailing dates for San Francisco are almost
certainly ava ilab le in va rious public documents in that city. 1£ a society member
who lives in th e Bay area has both th e time and the willingness to undert ake this
sma ll but important p roj ect , I would be most happy to hear from hi m.
1869 NOTES

• Correction: On p age 160 of Chronicle 83 (August 1974), 19 lines from the bot
tim , second wor d from the right, the word "last" occurs. Th e proper word should
be "leas t." This is on e of those instances where th e dropping of a sin gle vowel ca n
ch an ge the thrust of an entire sen tence. Apologies to Dr. Hargest , an d to all who
might have been misl ed by thi s unfortuna te typo .

• 1Oc 1869 blocks were discussed in Chronicle 81 and Chroni cle 8:3. Since then,
more have turned up, notably two used blocks in the 462nd Siegel sale last No
vember . We now record 11 unused blo cks (of four or lar ger), five used blocks,
and three bl ocks of four of th e Centennial reissue. We will report new sightings
as th ey occur, but want to wa it a few more yea rs before updating the entire
record . Especi ally in philately, pat ience is a virtue.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
REPORT ON THE CONTINENTAL BANK NOTE COMPANY
Some time ago Theodore Behr, one of the grand and knowledgeable gentle

men of philately, mentioned an interesting official publication he had read many
years ago. He remembered it as reporting on a visit paid to the Continental
Bank Note Company by a committee of Congress in 1873. The Congressional
Record of that period was carefully checked but with no result.

Wh en word of this impasse was sent to Route Agent Jeremy Wilson, our
enthusiastic collaborator in Washington, D.C., the hunt was on. Jeremy has
now come up with what is apparently the document Ted Behr had in mind. It
turned out to be the report of Third Assistant Postmaster General W . H. H.
Terrell to Postmaster General A. J. Creswell about Terrell's visit on April 5,
1873, to the Continental Bank Note Company's new building. Continental had
rented these quarters preparatory to taking over the printing of stamps from
the National Bank Note Company.

Jeremy also found an extremely interesting report to Terrell from A. D .
Hazen, Chief of the Stamp Division of the post office department, concerning
Hazen's visit on September 19-21, 1871, to the National Bank Note Company.
The Hazen report was fully covered by Dr. Clarence Brazer in the Essay Proof
]ouNUJ1, No. 34, April, 1952. It dealt with the manufacture and distribution of
stamps by the National Bank Note Company.

Terrell's report on the Continental Bank Note Company has not, to our
knowledge, been published pre viously in philatelic literature. It contains much
useful information, and so we quote it here in full. Its most significant content
relates to the details of the turnover of the dies, rolls , plates, and printing re
sponsibilities from National to Continental on April 1, 1873.

Though earlier writers have stated that National canceled the plates be
fore turning them over to Continental and that has been generally accepted as
a fact, Terrell makes no mention of such action. He states instead that Con
tinental proceeded to make new plates from the original dies and transfer
rolls "rather than use the old ones."

It has generally been assumed that Continental added secret marks to the
dies of the denominations Ic through 15c and made new plates, but used the
24c, 30c and 90c National plates-perhaps as an economy measure. That would
probably have been feasible because the plates for the three higher value
stamps showed relatively little wear.

Another significant reference is to the forthcoming abolition of the franking
privilege on July 1, 1873. Franking had"proliferated through the years so that
by 1873 more than 26,000 people then enjoyed the privilege. That accounts for
President Grant's decision to require that it be ended. That ruling led to the
authorization of the Department stamps. Terrell reports that 11 denominations
are planned for each of the departments, using on each denomination the same
head and color as on the then current regular issue of fostage stamps, and that
the State Department will have 4 additional stamps 0 high value of different
size, design, and color . This program was altered, of course. The number of
denominations actually issued ranged from Executive's 5 to State's 15, Post
Office's stamps had numerals rather than heads, and the color schemes for the
dollar value State Department stamps were changed from greer. and red to
green and black. (See next page)
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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Post Office Department
Office of T hird Ass 't
P . M. General, Washington,
D. C.. April 14, 1873.

Hon, John A. J . Creswell .
Postmaster General.

Sir:
In ob edience to you r verba l ins tru ctions, we visited the city of New York on th e

4th inst ., for th e p urpose of inspect ing the Sta mp and Envelope Age ncy; the manufac
tori es of Stamps an d Envelopes . and the ma n ner 01 t ran sactin g busin ess therein- as well
as to determine u po n and select suitable designs for sta mps and Stamped Env elop es for
the various Departments of the Government, rendered necessary by th e abolit ion of th e
franking p rivilege. I t was a part of ou r bu siness, a lso, to cau se th e plates to be deli vered
to the cont ractor for manufacturing Postal Ca rds and to ascertain th e prospects of a
prompt issuance of th e cards, as per con tra ct.

W e arrived in New York on Friday even ing (4th inst.) and on th e next day com 
menced our investigations in com pany with Mr. D. M. Boyd , Sta mp Agent.

Adhesive Stamps-National Bank Note Co.
We fir st called at "Cooper Instilut e"- T he stamp manufactory of th e Na tiona l Bank

Note Co mp any- with the view of ascertaining what progress was being mad e in furnish 
ing the 150.000.000 stamps contracted for by special contract dat ed January 31, 1873. We
were informed tha t all the stamps had been printed. and most of them finis hed and
packed for delivery. A few only remained to be gummed . perforated , pressed. inspected
and counted to comp le te the nu mb er contracted for. Every thi ng ap peared to be in comple te
and perfec t order and we do ubt not th e Nat iona l Bank Not e Co. will full y, promptly, and
fait hfu lly comp ly with a ll the req uirements of the exte nde d contract. Da ily issues wi ll be
made from th e stock on hand to fill th e requisitions of Postmaster s to th e 1st of May ,
whe n th e ba lance of the stock on ha nd with blanks. etc. , will be turned over to th e Agent
(Mr. Boyd ) , who will issue the same from any stock th a t the new contractor (the Con
ti ne nta l Bank Note Co .) may have provided; a lso accou nting for them on regular weekly
ret urns. as here tofore . Th is p lan simplifies the work an d will prevent an y conf usion in
accoun ts or delay in fi ll ing orders.

Continental Bank Note Co.
Th is Co mpany. as yo u are aware, ha s contracted for furnishi ng th e ad hesiv e stamps

for a period of four (4) years, the delivery. on daily requisi tions. to commence May 1st
proximo. T he bu ild ing secured for the purpose belongs to th e Equitable Life Insurance
Co ., and is situated on the corne r of Broadway and Cedar Str eets. T he whole upper
or "sky" floor has been specifica lly set ap art for th e p urposes of th e con tract -the m anu 
fac ture of adhesive pos tage stamps and th e business apperta in ing thereto.

The b uildi ng itself is one of th e hand somest and best in the ci ty of New York,
and from our cursory examination we judge it as nearl y fire -proof as any build ing in
a large city can be made.

The space leased by " the Con tinen ta l." for gumming and drying rooms. vau lts .
office for the Agent. etc.. etc ., we consider ample. and in all announcements ::a tisfactory
for the conduct of business. Elevators and ample stea m power arc prov ided . and a t the
time of our visit th e preparat ions for work were in such a sta te of for wardness as to leave
no dou bt in our mi nds th at th e "Con tinen ta l" will be able, an d tha t it is det ermi ned to
ca rry ou t i ts con tract in good faith and without delay.

The dies, ro lls . and plates heretofore used by th e "Na tiona l." were du ly turned
over to th e "Continental" on the 1st of April inst. , but preferring to ma ke new p lates
rather than use the old ones the "Continen tal " at once p roceeded to make an en tire
new ou tfit of p lates for itsel f from the origina l di es an d ro lls. involvin g ver y considera ble
expense. and showing a d isposit ion to mee t reaso nable expecta tion of the Government
in th e most sa tis fac tory way possibl e. We feel assured th at. aside from u navoidable acci
den ts, you may safely re ly upon th e prompt and fait h ful exe cu tion of the contract by
th is Company.

New Designs
The abolit ion of the franking privilege. to take ef fect J u ly I . 1873. rendered it

necessary th at sta mps. somewhat differen t in appearance from th e or d inary ad hes ive post 
age sta mps now in pu blic use. sho uld be adopted to meet the re q uisi tions of th e various
Departm en ts of the Govern me nt. Beari ng in mind th e views you had expressed to u s
respecting this matt er. we consu lted wit h th e officers of th e "Con tinen ta l" and were
gra tified to find th em ready an d willing to meet our wishes to the fullest ex tent. W ithin
two or three days they submitted ne w designs for - all of th e Depart ments embracing th e
eleve n denominations now in usc. whic h , wi th a few slight changes, we approved. T he
"heads" as they appear on the present seri es of sta mps remain the same. bu t different
borders with th e names of severa l Departments are to be engraved .

T o meet the special re quisit ion of the Depa rtm en t of State. four additional stam ps
of en tirely new design s- $2., $5.• $10.. and $20.• are to be en graved . W e selec ted th e
profile head of th e lat e H on . William H. Seward for these special sta m ps. and fr om
the designs submitted (wh ich we ap proved) we are confiden t the sta mps will prove sat 
isfactory .

The regular departmental stamps will correspond in colo rs with those now in public
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use ; the specia l stam ps for th e Depar tment of State will be dou ble th e ordinary size
and will be printed in gr een, and cochineal re d.

Stamped Envelopes
During our visit we examined the Stamped Envelope Manufacto ry of Mr . George H .

Reay, Cont ra ctor. The building is th e same th a t ha s been used for some years for this
p urpose, an d is sup plied with all the mac hi nery and fixtures requ ire d for the production
of Stamped Envelopes and newspaper wrappers in the m ost expedit ious manner a nd of
standa rd quality.

Postal Cards
Du r in g ou r stay in New York we ha d interviews wi th Mr. E. Morga n. Treasu re r

and Manager of the Morgan Envelope Co.• contractor fo r ma nufacturing Postal Cards , a nd
Mr. George A. T yner. Posta l Card Agent. From their statements we are co nfident th e
Cards will be read y for issue on i he 1st of May. as per contract.

Very respectfu IIy.
W . H . H . Terrell
Third Asst. P. M. Gen.
E. W . BanIeed

In closing , a brief statement about editorial policies an d atti tudes of this
section of the Chronicle seems desirabl e. Recently a learn ed and knowled geable
fellow Route Agent audibly wondered when we were "going to get to the guts
of the Bank Note Issues and their uses." He was unquestiona bly referring to: (1)
Rates; an d, (2) Postal History-in both of which fields he is a recognized authority.

Regard ing foreign rates, it must be pointed out that Dr. George Hargest is
the authori ty responsible for handling th at topic, in the section of the Chronicle
to which he contributes. We have no intention of opening ourselves either to a
charge of poaching on his preserves, or to comparison of our meager knowledge
alongside his encyclopedic expertise.

As to postal history , our inquiring Route Agent knows a good deal more than
we do about that subject, and has a corresponding wealth of such relevant ma
terial as combi nation covers . To us it would seem appropria te that he should
put together (or our use in the Chronicle some of his original covers or reproduc
tions thereof, and other material of the sort he has in mind, and send it along
to us with his comments and applicable information . For our part, we would be
glad to do our best to provide any assistance he might require for putting it into
shape for publication here.

We extend the same invitation to our many fellow Route Agents who have
studied , researched , or otherwise delved in thi s par ticul ar field of philately. We
sorrow to think of the tremendous amount of valuable learn ing, lore and under
standing- not only about Bank Note Issues, but about all U. S. Classics-possessed
by the many expe rt specialists who are never seen as authors in philatelic pub
lications. We would wish they might endorse our belief th at their sharing exper
tise is not only a moral responsibility bu t also an enjoyable opportunity . In our
experience, we not only find pleasure in sha ring but also we invariabl y acquire
new knowl ed ge from those fellow collectors with whom we share.

We earnes tly hope that this invita tion to collaborate will shake some of thos e
hitherto silent experts out of the trees-with pu blisha ble ma teria l in handl Try
sharing. We can almost guarantee that you will gain at least as much as you
contribute.
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Specia I Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG
BIGGER - BETTER - COMPLETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid ..__ __ $10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(a) Auction Realizations
T he presen t strong interest in fine an d rare Railroad Markings on cover

was ver y much in evi den ce from the result s of the auc tion of th e outstanding
railway ma rking collection of the late Lester Downing held by Robert Siegel
Auctions, Inc. on Sept. 20, 1974.

A total of 187 lots of railwa y marking covers brought a return of $16,790.
Leading the attractions was Remele E3~-Eaton & Hamilton RR- 32 mm .,
clear strike, and possibly unique at $575. Surprisingly, $575 was also realized
by a perfect strike of Remele C27- Conn. River RR on cove r in fine condition.
Three items sold at $450 each: a bold Remele B17, Bureau Valley R.R, a clear
strike of Remele D l , D anbury & Norwalk R.R, and a fine strike of Remele S4,
Somerset & Kenb. RR; all three listed by Remele as very rare.

A bo ld and fine Remele 15, Indianap olis & Peru RR, listed by Remele as
extremely rare, wen t for $375, while two lots sold at $350-a choice and clear
strike of Remele Cl , Can al Railroad , and a unique very fin e cover with blue
originati ng stri ke of Remele C25-b , Concord & Montreal RR, and four strikes
of black Remele A5-b-Atl. & St. Lawrence R.R. The reason for this comb ination
becomes apparen t whe n it is determined that the cover is addressed to a route
ag ent working on the Atlantic & St. Lawrence mail cars and the multiple strikes
are his receivin g marks.

Orange & Alexandria RR., 33(32) mm. black in bold stri ke on 1854 cover ,
sold at $300, as did a clear strike of Remele R6-c, Raleigh & Gaston RR, listed
as rare.

. '

"--'
Covers bringing over $200 included Remele A7-c, Augusta & Atla nta RR

in green (230); Rem ele C4-a, Cayuga & Susquehanna RR (250); Remele C9,
Co . & Dn. Air Line RR in bold strike (220); a very fine bold red Chicago &
Miss. RR, Rem ele C12-b (250); Remele C22, Cleveland & Sandusky RR
(210); a fine and clear Remele PI-a, Pacific Railroad (230); and a very rare
clear blue Remele S6-a, South Side RR (250).

Covers selling between $160 and $180 included Rem ele Al-b, Ala. & Ten.
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Hiver n.n.. Remele NI6-b; North Carolina RI. Rd . N.C.; Remele Rl-b, Racine
& Mississippi Rll.; and Remele VI , Vermont and Canada ll.ll. in black.

Fifteen other railway markings exceeded $100 in sale price including T. &
M. 702-S-2, Marseilles, Chicago & Rock Island ll. ll. in fancy shield at $130; an
"unlisted" C. M. & L. ll.ll. Nov. 14, 1861 in 27 mrn, circle from Hookset to
Ersom, N.H ., at $125 (incidently unlisted in bo th catalogs because it has many
o the indications of being a corner card usage of Concord and Manches ter &
Lawrence Railroads); a Remele C28 Cumberland Valley Rll. at $145; a Remele
R4-g "RAIL-ROAD" in red on stam pless 1842 cover for $135-certainly a new
record for this marking; a rare and seldom enco untered "UNION PACIFIC ll.R.,
End of Track, 1869" in clear dou ble circle at $115 and a seco nd Remele VI, Ver
mont & Canada ll.R, in blue for $140. A cover with Yuma & Los Ang. Agt.
(T. & M. S63-B-l) from Safford, Ariz. Jun . 7, 1880, and moved probably by
stage to Yuma brought a strong $125 price.

Flgur.2

Typical of the fine material featured in this au ction are the two illustr ated
lots: the seldom seen 33 mm. Vermont & Canada R.ll. , with a clear black str ike
(Figure 1), and Remele W7~ S-W. & P. ll. R Halltown Aug. 27, 1860,
34 x 26 black oval (Figure 2). TIllS most attractive Winchester & Potomac ll. ll.
station marking brought a record price of $550. This cover was described as
unlis ted in the auction cata log but actually was listed and a tracing ' shown in
Chronicle 44. Your editor will discuss this problem at greater length in a
following section. He also wonders what rari ty facto r Mr. Graham wou ld as
sign to this cover .
lb) P.O.D. Railway Mail Contracts
An interesting stampless cover recently acquired sheds more light on the

difficulties of attitude adjustment during the period of replacement of stage
coach mail handling by railroad car rou te agen t mail handling.

Bearing a red Washington D.C. cds with an interesting curved red FREE
sitting just above the townmark , the cover also bears a black handstamp
"Post Office Department-Official Business" and is addressed to Erastus Fair
ban ks, President, Connecticut and Passumpsic Rivers Railroad, St. John sbury,
Vt., from P.O.D. contract office Dec. 6, 1850.

Sir. -¥ou r letters bea rin g dat es 19th Sep t. last and 2d Dec. current . have been re
ceived and th eir conte n ts duly not ed . In an swer I am in structed by the Postmaster General
to say:

1st-That thc Department canno t be cons ide red as in any way u nder ob liga tion,
by its pa st act ion , to extend Ronte No. 360, during th e presen t contract term , at a ny
price. Its o ffer for thc present serv ice was accepted by you r Compan y. and the contract
mad e and execu ted accord ingly. The qu est ion of ex te nsion is entirely independent of
th e contrac t.
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336-A-2
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{ jv 203-D-4 I
190-1 -1

~a 'tf' />~~i4~,!-/Lf
238-K-1
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PLATE XXXVII -CONT.

353-F-l

1/
$d

Ih . ,L)n. /f. ,f~

At-<.J ~/IC6

702-Q-3

985-A-2

2d- That, having a lready a contract for the service between \ Vells Rive r and St.
J ohn sbu ry, th e Depart ment is not dis posed to cha nge th a t contrac t for the purpose of an
arr angeme n t with your Compan y, at grea tly increased exp ense .

It is found , on examination, th at your Compan y rec eives for it s present service m ore
th an the entire net yield of a ll the offices named in th e contra ct, and at least 1,000
a year over and ab ove the net incom e pert ain ing to , and derived from , your rou te,
saying nothi ng of the additiona l ou tlay' for the route agency service thereon.

You now ask the ext ension to SI. J ohnsbu ry, 21 m iles, at SI ,8oo ad d itiona l p er
annu m . T he who le net p roceeds of the four offices that wou ld be incl uded in suc h ex
ten sion , amou nt to only $652, and th e proportio n of income to be set down as coming
from that part of the route, wou ld be but 305 per yea r.

In thi s state of the case , the Postmaster General is averse to an increase of expense
on the lin e in question , if it can be avoide d .

I am respectfully ,
your ob t. servo

R . Hobbs.

This is rat her an interesting concept for valuation of service considering the
radiating network of one and two-day stage services that opera ted out of St.
Johnsbury to "Vest, North, and Eas t and that the railroad was constructing
towards a Canadi an connection. Note for comparison the actual contracts re
sulting on Route 360:

Oct. 1, 1850-White River Junction to Wells River, Vt. 4H~ miles-$3,557
yearly.

Oct. 1, 1851- White River Jct. to St. Johnsbury, Vt. 61 miles- S4,393 per
year .
(c) Acknowledgements
Your Editor wishes to express his appreciation for th e considerable assistance

extended by Agents Coles, Fin gerhood, Harris, Jarrett, Kuehne, Milgram, Spel
man, and Waite.
(d) Change in Catalog Policy
Th e Rem ele Catalog (U .S. Railroad Postmarks 1837-1861) was published in

1958. Since publication there have been 83 additions and changes publi shed in
Chronicles 32 th rough 84. The T tnole-Metjer Catalog (Railroad Postmarks of the
United Stat es 1861-1886) was published in 1968. Since publication there have
been 37 plates of addenda covering some 778 additions an d changes, as well
as many more date and color additions, published in Chron icles 56 to 85. Th e
last ind ex for the up -dated 1837-1861 catalog was published in Chronicle 79 and
the last index for the updated 1861-1886 cata log was in Ch ronicle 69.

It is the firm belief of both your section edi tor and the editor of the
Chronicle that both listings have become too awkward and difficult to serve as
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effi cient and eas ily usable tools for the collectors of these many mark ings. Total
listings now approach 3400, exclusive of color variations.

Therefore, Plate 37 included in this Chronicle will be the last adde nda
plat e and hen ceforth Rem ele and Towle-Meyer cat alog additions, corrections,
an d changes will not be reported in this section. In stead, the ra ilroa d section
will feature art icles of inte res t on railway mail handling, Post Offi ce Dep t. rail
way mail contracts, route and agent information , detailed studies on transit
markings of interest, and comprehensive features on var ious rail ways with in
teresting railway markings. We will also include articles on wa terway age nt
routes and markings and ancillary types of collections relatin g to rail ways or
waterways. It is hoped our readers will approve of thi s chan ge. Th ey are en
couraged to submit articles for publication in this sec tion along lines of the
topics suggested.

If interest is appa rent, your editor in the future may also pr ep are and pub
lish in thi s section a compreh ensive cata log of all Towle-Meyer period adde nda
to extend th e index from Chronicle 69 and to provid e a comprehe nsive index
of all new listings since ca ta log publication. If such would be useful please in
form me of your desires.

I ha ve deliberat ed for qu ite a whil e on this change but realize th at no one
exce pt a ser ious and meticul ous student of rail way markin gs could possibly be
expe cted to tr ack down a parti cular marking any longer with two cata logs and
addenda exte nding over 16 years and about 50 Chronicles. It would th erefore
probably be more constructive to use the ava ilable qu arterly space to develop
interest in collecting and learning about transit markin gs in general, thus en
ge ndering a wider area of in terest for more collectors, th an to attempt to extend
our cata logs beyond usable limits.

If all goes well , and arrangements now under way can be conclude d, it is
your editor's ambi tion to commence a new two-secti on catalog of tr ansit mark 
ings in another publication that will list alphabe tica lly, describ e, and illustrate
in actual size all rail way, wa terway, street car, sta tion, and transfer ma rkings from
1837 to 1974. It is a huge und ertaking and for convenience in pr ep aration and
refer ence will probabl y be adapted to loose leaf form with Volume I covering
th e 1837 to 1886 period, and Volume II from 1887 to 1974. Any suggestions,
ideas or criticisms of this proposed dr astic change in cataloging such markings
are ea rnestly solicited from our members, read ers and collectors.
(e) Towle-Meyer Catalog Addenda
Plate XXXVII

72-A -2: Ma nuscript, P. &: W . R .R . 5. 1848. 12. (P ro vidence & Wo rcester R.R.) .
72·A·3: Manuscr ipt , P. &: W . R .R . 5, 1849. 10. (P ro vidence & Worcester R.R.) .
IOI -K-1· : Manuscr ipt , Ogd. R .R. June 4 5 cts ., Fifties. 12. (Ogdensbu rgh R .R .) .
115 -U-I : 24 black, Six ties . N DL. 4. (Rocheste r to Niagara Falls) .
139 -E·I : S.L. black , Banknot e. 20. (Oswego &: Char lott e) .
190-1-1: Manuscript , Phila . &: Potts. R .R . Nov. 22, 1854? 18. (Ph ilade lp h ia &: Pottsvill e R .R .) .
203 -0 ·4 : Manuscr ipt, Penna. R .R. June 17, 1858. 10. (Pennsylva n ia R.R.) .
238-K-I : Manuscr ip t , R . Road 12, 1843. 15. (Sta m pless cover Wash ingt o n , D.C., to Philadelp hia ,

Pa.. Nov . 10, 1843) .
239 -V- I· : Ma nu scri p t , Ba lt im o re Ra ilro ad 18~ , 1843.10.
242-C·I ·: Man uscri p t , Belvid e re Del. R .R . Feb. 24, Fifties . 20. (Belvidere Delawa re R.R .).
305 -Z-I ·: Manuscript , W. & R . R .R . Apr. 3, 1854. 12. (Wilmington & R aleigh R.R.) .
305-AA· I·: Manuscr ip t , W . &: R. Ra ilroad 37Y2' 1840. 20. (W ilm ington , N.C. to Ri ch mon d , Va .

Money enclosed in letter, hence rate.) ,
33li-A-2: Manuscript, So Ca. R .R. Sep t 26, 1851. 10. (Sou th Carolina R .R. ).
353-F· I · : Manuscript, C. R .R . Fe b.. 1868. 15. (Cen tra l Railroad of Georgia fro m Waynesboro,

Ga) .
554-G-I: 25 bl ack , Banknot e. 4. (Cleveland &: Pitt sbu rg h ?) .
702·Q-3·: Ma n uscri p t, M. & M. R.R. Iowa, 1866. 5. (Mississipp i & Missou ri R .R.) .
985-A ·2: Ma nu scri pt , S. F. &: T. R .R . 6/2 5, Banknot e. 10. (Sa n Francisco & T omales) .

Note: For a det ailed art icle on manuscri pt ro u te age nt marki ngs of th e Un ited Sta tes see
page 113, 1974 Congress Book , Amer ican Philat eli c Co ngress. T hose manu scrip t list ings wi th
asterisk are in add it ion to th e listing of manuscripts in this article.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHICAGO EXCHANGE OFFiCE TO GLASGOW EXCHANGE OFFICE IN 1860
GEORGE E. HARGEST

Additional articles to the United States-British and Prussian Closed Mail
conventions creating exchange offices at Chicago and Detroit were signed at
Washington on 14 December 1859, and at Berlin on 24 April 1861, respectively.'
Specifically, these offices were to handle mail conveyed by the Can adi an (Allan)
line of packets plying between Portland, Me., during the winter months; Qu ebec
or Riviere du Loup duri ng the summer months, and Liverpool. In either case,
the United States paid Canada the sea postage on the mail conveyed, an d covers
were marked as being sent by American packet. Both of these conventions left
the description of mail to be exchanged between Chicago and Detroit an d the
European exchan ge offices a matter to be settled by cOlTespondence between
the respective Post Offices." Additional articles to the Unite d States-French con
vention establishing exchange offices at Portl and, Me. , Chicago , and Detroit in
the United States, and at Havre, Paris , and the travelling office, Calais to Paris ,
in France, for mail conveyed by the Canadian (Allan) line, becam e effective on
1 April 186l.3 In th is case, lett ers sen t through these offices and conveyed ' by
the Canadian (Allan) line were to be treated as if they had been sent by British
packet." Th e United States-French additiona l articles were specific as to the
description of mail to be exchanged between the United Stat es and French ex
change offices. Th e office at Detroit was to handle French mail origin ating in
or destined for the States of Michigan , Ohio , Indiana, and Kentucky, while the
Chicago office was to correspond with the French exchange offices for mail
originating in or destined for the States of Il linois, 'Wisconsin, Minn esota, Iowa,
Missouri , and the Territories of Kansas and Nebraska." While thi s arrange ment
applied only to the French mail agreement, it is not unlikely that simil ar arra nge
ments were made with Great Britain and Prussia for the other mails. In his
annual report for 1861, Postmaster General Montgomery Blair stated ."

Addi tion al articles to the United Sta tes and French post al convention of th e 2nd
March . 1857, have been mu tual ly agreed upon . establishi ng new exc hanging offices.
on th e side of the Uni ted Sta tes, at Portl an d . Detroit, and Chicago, respectively;
and on the side of Fra nce, at Paris; and pro vid in g for an exchange of mails by the
Ca nadian ma il packets p lying be tween Liverpool and Por tlan d . o r between Liver
poo l and River [sic] du Loup . .. Additio na l articles to the pos tal conve ntion
wi th Pru ssia , of th e same character, have also been agreed upon wi th the gen eral
post office a t Berlin , esta blishi ng , on th e part of the United States, new offic es of
exchange at Portlan d . Det roit. an d Chicago. respectively; to exchange closed mails
with Aachen , [Aix -la-Chapc lle) throug h En gland, by means of the Cana dian line
of mail packets. . . . T hese arrangements have greatly ex ped ite d the transmission
of European corres po nde nce to and fro m the western Sta tes, and give entire sa t
isfaction to that portion of th e country.

While the arrangements mad e between the United States Post Office and
those of Prus sia and Great Britain are not known , the above quotation seems to
indicate that they were similar regarding the description of mail exchange d be
tween the United States and Eu ropean excha nge offices. It is true, however, th at
strict adhera nce to the prescribed arrange ment was not always maintained.
Covers from Wisconsin, which should have gone through the Ch icago office,
were sent to the Detroit office. New York was an excha nge office for mail
origin ating anywhere in the United States, and much mail that should have gone
to Chicago or Detroit was sent to New York.

All of the steamship companies became interested in the emigra nt traffic
from Europe. Th e Inman and Cunard lines began to call at Queenstown, Ire
land, in 1859.7 The Galway line was organized with the view of attracting the
emigrant trade from Ireland. A railroad was built from Dublin to Galway and
the British Government awa rded the line a mail contract. The poor performance
of the ships of the line forced the British Postmaster General to cancel the con -
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tract in June 1861. It was revived in August 1863, but the line failed in February
1865, and assigned its remaining contract to the Allan line."

In June 1860 the Allan line stea mers began to call at Moville, the po rt of
Londonderry, on th e Northern coast of Ireland." On 28 Ju ne 1860, at London,
and on 21 July 1860 at Washington, additional articles to the United States
Briti sh treaty were signed creating Londonderry an exchange office for Brit ish
mails .!? The Allan line was also int erested in the emigrant trad e from Scotland
to Canada, and in 1860 th eir ships began to call at Glasgow. On 13 Augu st 1860
at London, and on 1 September 1860 at Washington, additional articles to th e
United States-British tr eaty were signed creating an exchange office at Clas
gow.!' Both of these exchange offices were created to accommodate mail con
veyed by the Canadian (Allan line) mail packets.

Flgur. 1. this cov.. w.. IOnt froM tho Chreogo Exchange Office to the Glasgow Exchange Office on 13 Septem.
ber 1860. Since the Additional Articles to the U.S.-British treaty creating an exchange office at Glasgow were
not signed until 1 September 1860 at Washington, this cover must have been in one of the first mails, if not the
first mail, d ispatched by th" Chicago office to the Glasgow office. (Collection of J. V. Woollam ).

Figure 1 illustrates a cover reported by Mr. J. V. Woollam, RA 1304, who
sent it in some time ago. It bears a manuscript Sussex, Wis/ Sep. ]1, mark
ing. In 1857, Sussex is listed in Waukesha County, postmaster William Weaver ,
whose compensation for th e year of 1856 was $38.52.12 Thi s office was certainl y
large enough to ha ve a circular dated handstamp , and one wonders why it was
not used . It may be that the size of the office was smaller in 1860. Whatever the
reason, the town, state and date were applied in manuscript. The cover bears
a 24c 1860 stamp which is also canc elled in manuscript, which would be the
usual case if the town, state and date were in manuscript, too. After th e 24c,
30c, and 90c stamps were issued , the Postmaster General issued an ord er that
required th e prepayment of postage, foreign as well as dom estic , by postage
stamp.!" The postm aster at Sussex adhered to this regulation, although he may
have first written "Pa id 24" on the cover. The cover was th en sent to the Chicago
exchange office. The Chicago office made up the mails for a sailin g from
Riviere du Loup of th e packet Palest ine on 13 September, as show n in the cir
cular CHICAGO AM PKT.j3 PAID marking. Palestine sailed from Riviere du
Loup on Saturday, 15 September 1860. This allowed 48 hours, or less, for th e
mail sent from th e Chicago office to reach the ship. In his annual report for
1859, Postmaster Gen eral Holt sta ted that the running time from Chicago to
"the contemplated terminus of the railway" was not to exceed 48 hours. The
Chicago office must have directed the letter-bill and th e bag containing this
letter to th e Glasgow office, for there are no intermediate transit markin gs.
Palestin e must have called at Moville and Glasgow before proceding to Liver -
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pool. In 1861 the Allan line introduced a direct service between the United
States and Glasgow, primarily utilizing the services of the steamers St. Andrew
and St. George.14

Since the Glasgow marking on this cover bears the date of 26 September
1860, Palestine must have made a fast trip . This must be one of the earliest

. covers directed to the Glasgow office. The additional articles creating Glasgow
an exchange office were not signed at Washington until 1 September 1860, and
an official notification of its existence could not have reached Chicago until
early September. It is entirely possible that this was among the first letters
addressed to the Glasgow office by the Chicago office .

Footnotes
J. 16 Statutes-at-Large 825 and 978.
2. Articles IV and II . respectively.
3. 16 Statutes-at -Large 890-898.
4. tu«, p . 890, A rticle II.
5. Ib id ., p . 898.
6. Message of the President of the Unit ed States and Documents, Report of the Postmast er

General: 1861. pp. 799-800.
7. Bonsor, N. R. P ., North Atlantic Seaway, p. 16 and 65.
8. Ibid., pp. 160-16J.
9. Ibid., p. 85.

10. 16 Statutes-at-Large 826.
1J. Ibid., p. 827.
12. Post Office Directory: 1856. p. 196.
13. U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant, Vol. I. No.3 . p . 2: December 1860. Recent order re

ported.
14. Bonser , N. R. P .• op. cit ., p . 85.
THE REVIVAL OF THE PACKET SERVICE BY THE HAMBURG-AMERICAN
LINE FROM NEW YORK IN 1871

WALTER HUBBARD

Hamburg lies some fifty miles inland from the mouth of the River Elbe
and , during the Franco-Prussian war of 1870, the lightships, lighthouses, and
navigational buoys had been either extinguished or removed.

When Paris surrendered to the Prussians on 28 ]anuary 1871 and the
cessation of hostilities became imminent, Hamburg lost no time in announcing,
on 10 February, that "during the Armistice, as far as the conditions of ice will
allow, the lightships and pilot boats below Cuxhaven will be established, and
the lighthouses at Neuwark and Cuxhaven will be relit."

As Prof. George E. Hargest says in his book, the Hamburg-American Line
service to New York was restarted in February, and it appears that Holsatia
was the first packet of that line to sail from New York with United States mail
since 19 July in the previous year .

Having arrived at New York from Hamburg in the afternoon of 29 Janu
ary , Holsatia sailed for Hamburg via Plymouth on the following Friday (3 Feb.),
carrying 69 sacks of United States mail for England and Germany. She called
at Plymouth at 0245 hours on 13 February, and landed 47 sacks of English mail.
Although she sailed for Hamburg some two hours later, it was going to be nine
or ten days before she tied up in her berth there. The Times correspondent at
Hamburg reported on 23 February that: "The steamer Holsatia has arrived here,
after cutting her way through the still unbroken ice in the Elbe. The navigation
is therefore re-opened." Holsatia omitted the pre-war call at Cherbourg and went
direct from Plymouth to Hamburg.

The next arrival reported at Plymouth was that of Thuringia. Scheduled to
sail from New York on Tuesday 14 February, she called at Plymouth on 25
February carrying English and German mails , to arrive at Hamburg on 27
February.

Three weeks were to pass before the next arrivaL The Times man at Ply
mouth wrote (13 March): "The Hamburg American Company's steamship Cim
bria from New York with United States' mails of the 7th inst. , is expected to
arrive at Plymouth on Friday, the 17th. The arri vals of these steamers with
the United States' mails at Plymouth are hereafter to be weekly, as before the

"war.
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Summa ry

Arrived
x . York 1871

29 J a n . Fi rst voyage with mail

8 Feb. Secon d do.

I March Third do.

Fir st reponed call a t Cherbourg

All mail s la nded a t Pl ym outh

Packet

l l o lsat iu

tu «, in gia

Cim lJlill

Crnnunia II

A llenuinnia

Sailed Ca lled Arrived
:'\ . Yor k Pl ym out h H am burg

3 Feb . 13 Feb . 23 Feb .

H Feb. 25 Feh . 27 Feb .

i March 17 Ma rch

4 Ju ly 15 July

28 N ov . I I D ec.

:

. }

/'

.>'
y;/.

, ~ /;,;..-;; r A''?;~ .t ':-

DEDHAM MASS FEB 13 : BOSTON PAID ALL FEB 13 DIRECT (red) : HAMBURG 27 2 71 FRANCO (red). On •••
verse : cds 28/2 71h ·9V2V. Overpaid 3 cen ts with a 10 cents 1869, and presumab ly car.ied by " Thuring ia" o n
the li ne 's se cond trip in the revived period.

And so it was . Cimbria, with English an d Germa n ma ils, arrived at Plymouth
at 1015 hours on 17 March, and thereafte r, with sai lings scheduled fro m New
York on Tuesdays, weekly arrivals were report ed throu ghout the remainder of
the year.

As th e arrival s from Hamburg reported at New York match these three sail
ings , allowing in each case 5 or 6 days for the turn-round, it can probabl y be
assumed that no others were made between 3 Febru ary an d 7 March,

Altho ugh th e Peace Tr ea ty was sign ed on 10 May 1871, the Hambur g
American pa ckets continued to omit the c: at Cherbourg until Jul y, whe n
Cermania (N. York 4 July) sailed from Plymouth on 15 July for th e French port.
From th en on th e call was made regularl y. Incidentally, the C ernia nia in qu es
tion was, in fact, C ermania II on her second voyage" her pr ed ecessor of th e
same name havin g been wrecked near Cape Race eleven month s previously.

Another sailing of in teres t in this year is that of Allemania (N. York 28
Nov.). She had had mechani cal trouble with her crankshaft and landed all her
mails at Plymouth on 11 Decemb er, so that lett ers carried b y her an d addressed
to Fran ce or German y may have unusual markings.

Altho ugh it is outside the scope of these notes, it is perhaps worth mention 
ing that on a number of occas ions the mails from Australia an d New Zea land via
San Francisco were reported as being carried to Plymouth by these Hamburg
American packets.
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SINGLE USES OF THE BLACK JACK IN THE FOREIGN MAILS
PAUL J. WOLF

When the manuscript of "Black Jacks Abroad" was sent to Mrs . Susan
McDonald, she asked if any effor t had been made to separate out the single
uses of the Black Jack in the foreign mails, covering especially circular use and
wrappers for publications, No particular effort had been ma de , but the possi
bilities seemed intriguing, so a list of such single uses was compiled and is pr e
sented herewith.

It is interesting to note that in a number of cases, the only surviving Black
Jack cover to or from some of the smaller countries is in the form of a Prices
Current, or as we would say today, a price list or market letter. In some cases the
postmarks carry full dating, but more often the dates are garnered from the con
tents or from a docketing . An asterisk ind icates when this is the sale use known.

There are also a numb er of "smuggled letters," brough t into the cou ntry by
crew members or passengers and deposited in the normal ma il channels in an
effort, usually successful, to avoid payment of "Ship Letter" charges.

It should be pointed out that in the cases of the British North American
Colonies, France, Great Britain, and the German Sta tes, the examples listed
are merely a token of what is available. Many are known. But the listings to or
from some of the more exotic locations may well be un ique. At least , at this
writing, they are the only ones known .

-------~

Pric•• Current from Galveston, Te.as to Bremen. Marked "1 " in black to collect 1 silbergroschen. Merch 1867.

Barbadoes To New York 3/ 28/ 65. Printed matter ra te on a Prices Current.
"New York Ship Letter 4" handstamp. Siegel 4/ 24/ 68.

Bremen Printed matter rate, a Prices Current from Galveston, T exas, March
1867. Handstamped with a large black "1" to collect 1 silbergroschen for
local service. PJW Collection. (See illustrat ion).

Printed matter rate, Prices Current from New York City . Marked in
blu e "America uber Bremen Franco" and ~ in blue crayon for local
charge. Also March 1867. PJW Collection.

Prices Current, 1866, from Galveston , Texas. Allen Collec tion , Fig
ure 78.

Smugg led lett er from Bremen to New York City 6/ 12/ 66. Dr. J. F .
Rorke Collection.

Circular rate, ND. Allen Collection, Figure 79.
Brazil Smuggled lett er from Santa Catarina, Brazil, to Boston, 4/15/ 64. Dr.

J. F. Rorke Collection. I
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Canada West Printed matter ra te to Kingston, C. W. No townmark, date or
any indication of where it origin ated. No Canadian markings to in dicate
any fee co llected for Cana dian servi ce. PJW Coll ection.

Chin a F rom Shanghai to Hartford, Conn., Prices Current , NYD. Co le Hand
book, F igure 92,

From Shanghai to Hartford , Con n. Prices Current, NYD . Marked
from "Shanghae." Allen Collection, Figure 58.

Cu ba F rom Hav an a, circular ra te, ]865. New York Ci ty duplex cancel. Ms.
"p . E agl e." J. A. Fox, 2/26/ 69.

France Circular rate, NYD. Printed envelope from Gethsemani Abbey, Ken
tucky. Marked for collection of 15 centimes. Allen Coll ecti on, Figure 70.

Wrapper, stamp ca nce lled, no town mark, "Le Messager Franco-Amer
cain" to Paris , NYD. Collect 15 centimes. Allen Coll ection, Fi gure 71.

Prices Current, 1865, to St. E tienne, "p America." Coll ect 15 centimes.
PJW Colle ction. (See illustration).

"1-(':>c /::., ,,,,,,

Circular ral. 10 franc• . Marked in red for colleclion of 15 Cenlim••. New York City fancy cancol , 1865.

Germany Market letter undat ed , New Orleans to Germa ny. Lar ge ''1'' hand
stamp. Herst , 2/ 16/ 61.

Holland Circular rate to Amsterdam, ND . Ms. "pr Java," Amste rdam triangu
lar blue handstamp l~c (local accounting mark , not a charge). Gord on
Bleuler Collection. Chronicle 66:90-2 and 72:221.

Italy "1864 printed circular wrappers to Genoa, each bearin g a fine single
and showing handstamped du e markings." Robson Lowe, 6/ 26/73.

Japan From Yokohama. Single BJ cancelled with forwarding handstamp of
the US Consul, Kan agawa (Yokohama) 1867. Allen Collection, Figure 99.

Mexico Prices Current, to Tampico, 1868. ~ collect . Allen Collecti on, Fig
gure 100.

Circular ra te to Puebla, via Vera Cruz from New York. Ms. "pr San
Fran cisco. " Mailer's mark "H. Marquandt ]80 Pearl St., Nov . 28, 1868" in
blue. Collect K Gordon Bleuler Collection.

Folded letter from Campeche carried by private ship to New York
City wher e it was put into the local mail as a drop letter , 1864. Siegel, 9/20
24/ 74.

New Brunswick Cross-border ra te, single BJ, handstamp "Paid 2" applied
twice. Cole Collection , Figure 88. See also Chronicle 68:180 and 69:56-8
for an analysis of thi s cover and discussion of cross-border an d ferriage
ra tes.

Printed matter rate. Chronicle 76:224.
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Folded ledger page to Skif Lake, Canterbury. No N.B. du e mark ings,
ND. PJW Collect ion.

°Nouvelle France Circular ra te to St. Pierre & Miquelon from Boston, ND .
Allen Collection, Figure 102.

Nova Scotia Boston to Anna polis, N.S., Apr 18, NYD. Docketed 1868. Al
though the due marking appears to be "l d," Mrs. McDonald insists that it
represents "I c" (slightly smeared), applied by the exchange office at St.
John , N. B. Mail for New Brunswick and Nova Scotia wen t from Boston by
coastal steamer to St. John . PJW Collection. (See illustration).

"Puer to Rico Folded letter carried out of the ma ils to New York City and
then dropped into local mail as a drop letter. Dated 11 Sep 1868. Siegel,
9/ 20-24/ 74.

S1. Thomas From St. Thomas, D. "V. L, circula r ra te , 13 Dec 1867. Chro nicle
69:36.

"Salvador Folded letter carried out of the mails to New York City an d put into
normal channels as a drop letter, dated 20 Apr 1867. Siegel, 9/ 20-24/74.

Scotland Wrapper to Perth, NYD. Allen Collection , Figure 65.
Switzerland Wrapper per Bremen Mail. Ma rked "America u ber Brem en

Franco" in black, "Paid All" in red . Collect 1 Rappen, Swiss. PJW Collec
tion .

°Trinidad From Charleston, South Carolina, 4/16/66. Marked NA 1. Marc
Haas Collection.

°Venezuela Folded letter carried out of the mails to New York and inserted in
to normal channels as a drop letter. Dated 8 Jan 1864. Siegel, 9/20-24/ 74.

Wales · Wrapper, BJ and l c 1861 overpaying the 2c rate. No townmarks, date
or tr ansit markings. No British markings and no notation as to any effort
to collect local postal charges. PJW Collection. (Not str ict ly a pa rt of this
study, perhaps , but it does belong here.)

Bo"on. M..... 10 Annlpoll•• NOVI Scolil. Apr 18. NYD. Dlted 1868 from dock.ting. Blick hand.tlmp to collect Ie ,

The Cole Handbook illustrates part of two covers, one to Nova Scotia an d
the other to Canada, each marked for collec tion of l c local delivery charges.
Unfortunately, the illustrations do not show enough of the covers to furn ish full
details and the text does not give additional information.

Most recent additions to the list are the covers mentioned above from
Puerto Rico, Salvador and Venezuela. Th ese are all th ree from the sam e cor
responden ce, folded commercial letters dating from 1864 to 1868. T hey are
very inte resting, and will be the sub ject of a fur ther article. A fourth letter
from the same correspondence exists, from Mexico.
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 84
The cover in Figures 1 and 2 reflects the Ohio elec tion of 1848. The contest

for governor was between the Whi g candi date, Seabury Ford of Burton, and
John B. Weller from Hamilton, the Democrati c candida te. Many diverse issues,
including the slavery qu estion, the annexation of Texas, and the Free Soil move
me nt, complica ted th e campaign. ". .. the cam paign was not only a remarkably
b itter one, but the result was long in doubt and dispute, being the first and
only disputed gubernatorial election in th e state during the century." (William
A. Taylor, Ohio in Congress, 1900, p . 178).

-~~~IIII!I

" .... 1

The dispute went to the legislature when it convened January 8, 1849. A long
parliam ent ary wrangle- mainly on part y lines- ensued. On January 9 a commit
tee of th e Senate and House (or rather, the half who were Democrats ), having
disallowed returns from several areas, declared Weller elected by 289 votes. The
controversy con tinued till January 22 when the election of Ford by a plurality of
311 out of 297,943 total votes cast was certifi ed by a select committee of both
houses.

At this period th e sta te election was held in October , a month before th e
na tional election. The cover shown was mailed shortly after the state elect ion,
presumably by a supporter of Ford , or at least by someone who hoped (a bet,
perh aps) that Ford had won, although the results were uncertain at the time.
It was probably intended as good-nature d, if unsubtle, kidding among friends.
The addressee, Henry C. Rann ey, was a 19-year -old student attending school (or
college) at W arren; the sender may have been about the same age.

Henry C. Ranne y, who later became a prominent attorney in Cleveland, was
orphaned at six and adopted into the family of his uncle, Rufu s P. Ranney. The
elder Ranney was active in Democratic politics for man y years. He served on
the Ohio Supreme Court and in 1859 was unsuccessful Democratic ca ndidate
for governor.

I have not been ab le to identify any Hunt or Rupp in Ohio politics or asso
ciated with the 1848 election. I can only assume from the fact that their names
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appeared in the contemporary press or on the ballot that they were candidates
with Rufus P. Ranney-for some sta te, local, or party offices .

When defeated by Seabury Ford, John B. Weller was only 36. This election
was far from being his last hurrah. In 1849 he was appointed to the commission
to establish the California -Mexico boundary. He moved in 1850 to California,
where lie served as U. 5'. Senator 1852-57, and as Governor 1858-60.

..... 1
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

San Anselino, Ca. 94960 CSA

1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

. ALWAYS IN STOCK

WH EN A T STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUA LLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078 '

Charter mem ber of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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Review: The United States 1869 Issue: An Essay.Proof History . By Fred P. Schueren.
The Collectors Club of Chicago, 1&74. xiv + 127 pages. $17.50.

There is much useful information for the collector of U. S. classics , especially
the 1869s, in this short book. Many details of th e production of the 1869 issue
as a whole and of each individual denomination will be of interest to general
collectors as well as specialists in th e 1869 isue. These include the contract itself
and the controversy surrounding it, th e designers and engravers of the various
denominations, possible sources of portions of some designs, and the reception
of the stamps by the contemporary press .

The three chapters describing the various types of proofs and the methods.
of their manufacture explain these distinctions clearl y and are also valid for
oth er 19th century U. S. stamp issues. Check lists of the known proofs of the
1869 issue will be valuable to collectors. The volum e is well illustrated, although
some of the cuts lack definition.

The book collects a series of articles that appeared in the Essay-Proof Jour
nal in the late 1960s. Unfortunately, it does not incorporate new information
(relating to th e sources and quan tit ies of proofs issued) tha t has appeared in
the pages of the same journal since then. Nor does it illustrat e the scarce but still
accessib le 1915 proofs, also known as the "Southgate" proofs. There are some
other annoying flaws . Careless transcription has introduced errors which distort
the meaning in places. For example, on page 29, "On the 8th inst." is an error for
"On th e 8th ult.,' as the actual letter reproduction on page 30 shows . The reader
who compares this reproduction with the transcription in the text will find at
least two more errors . On pal?,e U5 the first paragraph of the quotation from
Brazer reads "after hardening, ' but the only words that make sense are "before
hardening." And , although I am familiar with the economic problems of philat
elic publishing, I have difficulty justifying the price of this book.
Some Publications

From U.S.P.C.S.:
Civ il War Period Maps

of Southern States $6 .00

Index to Bakers' U.S.
Classics Colum n in
Stamps-members _ _ __$1 .00
non -members $1 .50

Send SAE for complete current
listing. Make che cks payable to
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc.

Orders sent postpaid.

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 61-5

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701

u.S. Postal History

- ON and OFF COVER -

SPECIA L EMPHASIS ON:

3c 185 1 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROVALS GLADLY SENT TO

u.s.s.c.s. MEMBERS

Old Pueblo Stamp Shop
6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710
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THE CASE OF THE NARROW MARGINED JUMBO
Edit or's not e: T his in teresti ng puz zle was submi tt ed by Route Age nt T heodore W . Davis of
Wat erbury. Conn. T he solution will appear in the next issu e.

After years of accumulating U.S. classic postal issues , Harrypex ma de a
decision. He would select the best copy of each stamp for his personal collection
and sell all his duplicates. With the money he would buy only stamps he didn't
alrea dy have.

Things went along rapidly as he mounted his collection. Only once did he
have to go back and re-select, he found that some perfectly centered stamps wi th
heavy cancels didn't look as good as some fine stamps with neat cancels.

Then something happened that pu zzled Harryp ex greatly! He had b efore
him two mint, certified copies of the same stamp. Both were well centered, the
printing impressions were clear , the colors were identical and there were no
folds or faults. Harrypex noticed that one stamp had lar ger margins between
the design and the perfs. He tentatively selected it, but first turned bo th stamps
over to check the gum. As he viewed the stamps from th e back, he picked up the
larger one and mounted it in his album. Something was wrong. The mounted
stamp (although over Imm. longer vertically) had less margin between the de
sign and the peds at both the top and the bottom than the unmounted shorter
stamp!

Harrypex has a question. What is the Scott number of this stamp?
WRITING ON COVERS - CONTINUED
Th e remarks in Chronicle 83 on this subject provoked some spirited com

ment , agreeing on some points and refuting others. A summary of the observat ions
is presented here (postponed from Chronicle 84 for lack of space).

Although unn ecessary and careless writing on the face of covers , espe cially
with a hard pencil or extreme pressure, is unive rsally condemned, wri ting on
the back of covers in moderation is acceptab le and even desirabl e for severa l
valid reasons. Records of price provide an indication of the mark et for the ma
terial. One read er remarks: "Anyone who has sold covers and subsequently
qu arrelled with IRS about the amount of the capita l gains tax due on the sale
knows the importance of maintainin g a record of both the date acquire d and
the purchase price. 'What better record is there than to have contemporary evi
dence on the back of the cover itself?" Notes about previous owners, auctions,
and dates help establish provenance. Pencilled notes of former owners may con
tain useful information , and can enhance valu e, if written by a prominent student
such as Chase or Ashbrook.

Cleaning of covers-whether by erasure or washing-improves their appear
ance and extends their life, as soil deteriorates paper. Genuine postmarks and
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specia lize in covers of the world. We have a compre hensive stock of
Confederate cove rs. In Uniled Slates, we stock Tran s-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri
lorials and Weslerns, and we lire strong in Hawa ii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfie ld St. BOlton, MUI . 02108
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cancellati ons of th e classics period are not disturbed by a soft eraser. Modern
plastic erasers ar e effe ctive and safe. However , in rem oving soil, care must be
taken not to erase any contemporary markings of postal significance. Figures
in pencil or crayon on 19th centur y covers often represent rates or componen ts
of rat es and are valuable to the specialist. If in doubt, do not remov e them.

Creases are indeed hard to remove, but judicious use of an iron or a press
can reduce them considerably. On a cover of some value , repair of torn or
ra gged edges is preferable to trimming.

Each mounting meth od has its advantages and drawbacks. Hin ges allow
th e ba ck of a cover to be readily examined; they are particularl y suitabl e for
bulky folded letters which bul ge mounting corners. The danger with hin ges is
that they may allow cover s to shift and that careless removal may tear a cover.
Non eth eless, one very exte nsive and valuable postal history collec tion of which
I know was mounted en tirely with overs ize hin ges.

Mou nti ng corners present difficulties of thei r own, the chief being that th e
edge of the mount may cat ch and damage a stamp or a corner of th e cover itself.
The use of an index card (or similar shee t) to protect the cover or to hold th e
mount open during insert ion will help pr event damaged perfs or dog-ear ed en
velopes . Mounting corners may also make it difficult to remove covers for in
spection and then replace them without creasing or wrinkling. Only full size
transparent corner mounts should be used-small b lack (or other opaque) photo
graphic style mou nts detract from a cover's looks. Beside their tacky ap
pearance, they are inadequate to hold the cover securely.

There are many legitimate techniques to preserve and resto re old covers
(and other documents of paper and similar materia ls) and enhance their appear
ance. The simpler methods, such as those mentioned abo ve, are available to
anyone with modest skill and patience. More elaborate techniques are open to
the gifted amateur who will invest some study and practice. Any expe rimentation,
of course, should be on expendable covers until the results are satisfactory and
predictable.

An excellent article on the care of paper appeared in Chronicle 70:83-5.
Written by Bru ce G. Harding, a professional archivist, it outlines the various
causes of paper deterioration and suggests remedies. Specific agents for removing
various common types of soil are listed, and their application is described. An
extended b ibliography accompanies th e article.

I hope soon to be able to pres ent a .further article giving practical sugges 
tions for repairing and fresh ening covers and other tips from one of our section
edi tors with considerable experience and success in the art.
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consig nment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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