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U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES
, are a regular feature of our a uctions in London, Basle or Bourne­

mouth.

Postal History and Revenue Stamps consistently appear il. ou r sales

as well as the Classics.

A Subscription Rate Card for all our au ct ion catalogs will gladly be

supplied; also the brochure detailing our se rvice :- "SELLING YOUR

STAMPS".

If your colle cting interests are limited to not more than three countries

you may like to know about our "BUSY BUYERS' SERVICE", which is espe­

cially designed for the colle ctor who does not need to see all our catalogs

of every country.

Philatelic Literature is also stocked, w ith books, studies and articles

covering many countries.

Our Literature List w ill be sent on request.

Suitable material can always be acce pted for inclusion in one of our

INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS.

"We sell your stamps where they sell best."

Enquiries to:-

R,OBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1 " Telex: 915 410

V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31

....
s..
.<:
"­

The

Collectors sending property for sale can avoid British Value Added Tax

complications by including the V.A.T. number on the outside of the pack­
age. If sending by freight (air or surface) please secure the appropriate
labels from us before sending.
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SELECTED
1851 & 1860 COVERS

#ll -Very Good to Fine, neatly lied by bold Violet "MUNSONVILLE, N.H." pmk.
to VF cover. Rare Color Pmk. $50

#ll -Pair, VG-VF, tied bold "NEW-YORKisHIP/MAY/9" pmk. to VF white cover
with b lue ova l hds lp . "STMR. SIERRA NEVADA/VIA NICARAGUA/ADVANCE
OF THE MAILS." A BEAUTY. .$500

# l l - Vert . Pair, about F.VF, tied bold "MACON, GEO./ FEB 9/3 PAID" pmk. to
extremely fine Valentine cover 10 Vt. 'Very Pre"y. $100

# 18 , 20 (2)-Vert. Strip of 3, F-VF, pe n cance lle d VF wh ite cover w ith bold blue
rimless "GOFFSTOWN, N.H." pmk. A"radive, est. cat. $385 . $225

# 2 1- VF-S, tied large Boston "PAID" in grid cancel plus red "BOSTON, Mass."
pmk. to superb circular pert. 10 estate credilors. Nice Americana, cat.
$400 +. .. $3 25

# 24- Pair, about F-VF, tied bold "SAVANNAH, GEO." star pmk. 10 VF 18S8
Prices current circular to Germany w ith ms. " pe r Arabia via Boston" & approp.
transit mkgs. Pre"y. $85

# 26-Horiz. strip of 3, s.e . at R, tin y margin tr . on e stamp, VF, pen cane.
"Plymouth, Mass ." used in combo wi th 2 singles # 36, F-VF, pen cane. &
pmked. (ty ing) red "BOSTON/FEB. 16/PAID/12" cds on fine 1861 yellow
cover 10 Australia via London w ith transit mkgs. Rare use . ..~ .$150

# 28A (Indian Red)-Vert strip of 3, s.e . at R, deep rich color, lied "NEW ORLEANS
La." pmks. to VF 18S8 F. L. to France via N .Y. with approp . transit mkgs.
RARE. . .. .____ $585

# 29-Horiz. strip of 3, F-VF, tied by grid cane. & transit mkgs. 10 VF cover pmked.
"N.O., La." (1860) via N.Y. 10 France. Pre"y. $285

# 35-Horiz. Pair, F-S, tied red grids to U.S. # U15 (also w ith red grid can e.)
cove r w ith red Wells, Fargo & Co. imprinl to Germany via N.Y. w ith transit
mkgs. (Prussian Closed Mail). A Gem. $250

# 36- Tw o pairs, VG-F, tied red encircled PAID cancels, matching "Providence,
R.I." 1860 pmk. on fine cover 10 England & forwarded to France. A wealth
of Trans-Atlantic mkgs. & bkstps. $225

# 37-F-S, lied red gr id cane. & "N.Y. SEP 14" (1861) exchange mkg . on fine
cover 10 Ireland & fwded ba ck to N.Y.C. with "48" hi s for non-recognition of
demonetized stamp. Rare post-demonetization usage. $250

# 38- VF, tied black gr id cancel , malching "Phila., Pa." pmk . 10 immaculate orange
cove r to Germany via "Prussian Closed Mail ." Usua l transit mkgs. A
BeauIy. ~_ __ _ __ __ __ ___ $3 85

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA
eSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE. published quarterl y in Feb., May, Au g. , and Nov. by the U. S. Philateli c Classics
Society. Inc., at 2030 Glenmont Ave .. N. W., Canton. Ohio 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton,
Ohio 44711 and additional ma iling office. Subscription price $14.00. Printed In U.S.A .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Welcoming new authors to the pages of the Chronicle is a pleasant editorial
task. Several are represented in this issue. Walter I. Evans has a short but in­
form ative article on 1847 issue prices. Mail difficul ties in Florida amid tension s
of the approach ing Civil War are dram atically recounted by John D. Kohlhepp.
Jeremy Wilson provides comprehensive treatment of the 5c Taylor of 1875.
Although the anonymous author of "Beer Break" cannot be named , he offers
an entertaining and instructive lesson for all of us. The section editors are always
glad to encourage new writers-perhaps you have information to share with your
fellow collectors. We 'd like to hear from you.

Two authors welcomed back to these pages are Hunter M. Thomas, Jr .,
with a short report on an unusual str aightline postmark, and David L. Jarrett,
whose photo essay illustrates the vari ed postmarks of Cloverport , Ky.

In addition, three important articles by regular contributors deserve special
mention. Bert Christian discusses the problems of color identification and sug­
gests a workable approach. Our understanding of mail services to the Far East
and the Pa cific is considerably advanced by two fine articles: one by George
E. Hargest and Charles J. Starnes on a Pru ssian Closed Mail cover to Hong Kong,
accompanied by a valuable rate chart , and the other by Michael Laurence on
the 10c rate to New Zealand.

Several changes in the ed itorial staff of the Chronicle are in progress. In
the interests of orde rly transition most of them will take effect with the August
issue: Charles J. Starnes and Walter Hubbard will become associate editors of
the Foreign Mail section, while George E . Hargest will become edi tor emeritus.
Scott Gallagher will be new editor of the Cover Comer. The appointment of
Dale R. Pulver as advertising manager is effective immediately. We are all .
grateful to Cliff Friend for his excellent service to the Chronicle and happy to
have Dale and Scott join us.

Unhappily it is also my duty to announce the resignation of Creighton C.
Hart as editor of the 1847-51 section for personal reasons. The value of his dis­
coveries and contributions over the years to our knowl edge and appreciation of
the 1847 issue-not just in this journal but in the whole field of U.S. philately­
is too great to be expressed in a few sentences. Everyone in the Society is in
debt to him for dedicated service to the Chronicle and for his many other en­
thusiastic activities on behalf of phil ately.

To thos e who-like me-have difficulty contemplating the Chronicl e without
Creighton's writings, I want to express the hope that his abse nce will be only
temporary-in the natu re of a "sabbatical." Meanwhile, I am assuming editorship
of the 1847-51 section myself in an effort to continue its fine tradition. Your
suggestions and contributions will be appreciated .
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
ISSUE OF 1847 AUCTION PRICES REALIZED 1968-1974:
STAMPS AND COVERS

WALTER I. EVANS, R.A. 1099
This analysis was mad e with no intention of proving anything. I do believe '

it succeeds in that. ·Except for one thing. And I don't think this will be a bomb­
shell of brand-new information to the readers . Prices have gone up.
Sources: Robert A. Siegel Auctions 1968-1974.

H. R. Harmer Auctions 1970-1974.
Condition of Stamps: All stamps had to be completely free of defects. Stamps

had to have four complete margins. Manuscript cancellations not included.
Stamps on cover had to be tied. Letters and/ or envelopes had to be free
of major defects, e.g., envelopes with missing flaps, or cover fronts only,
were not included.

FIVE-CENT 1847- OFF COVER
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1968 $55.00 $ 48.02 87.3% 24

1969 $57.50 53.56 93.14% 4.54% 1l.54% 29

1970 $60.00 $ 59.83 99.71% 4.34% 11.70% 48

1971 65.00 s 71.68 110.27% 8.33% 18.13% 45

1972 $67.50 $ 87.03 128.93% 3.84% 28.74% 53

1973 70.00 $ 93.27 133.24% 3.70% 7.16% 29

1974 $85.00 $111.56 131.24% 21.42% 19.60% 48

1968
1974 + 54.54% + 132.31%

TEN-CENT 1847- OFF COVER

1968 $165.00 $137.95 83.6% II

1969 $175.00 $181.00 103.42% 6.06% 31.2% 9

1970 $190.00 $215.23 113.2% 8.57% 18.91% 21

1971 $200.00 $207.20 103.6% 5.26% - 3.73% 25

1972 $225.00 $263.39 117.06% 12.5% 27.11% 31
- -

1973 $250.00 $303.94 121.57% 11.11% 15.39% 19
- -

1974 $300.00 $357.33 119.11% 20% 17.56% 15

1968
1974 + 81.81% + 159.02%
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Conversely stamps and/or covers with factors creating exceptionally high
prices were eliminated. Unusual cancellations, railroad, ship and foreign
use were eliminated. Sheet and corner margin copies, rare plate variations
such as short transfers and double transfers were also eliminated. In the
latter group the "Dot in S" variety was not eliminated.

The restrictive condition requirements by no means eliminated a wide swing
of prices. In all four categories, 5c on and off cover and 10c on and off cover
prices ranged from a fraction of catalogue to as much as four times catalogue.

Despite the restrictive conditions one auction in 1969 was enou gh to send
that year's prices abnormally high. This was the sale of the Miss Katherine
Matthies collection, Robert A. Siegel , May 20/21, 1969. Again in 1972 the H. R.
Harmer auction of the F. R. Mayer collection, May 23, 1972, sent prices skyward.
Both of these collections had material so magnificent that just about every item
in each collection induced highly competitive bidding.

FIVE·CENT 1847-ON COVER
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1968 $ 70.00 s 61.75 88.21% !l4
- -- --

1969 $ 75.00 5107.15 142.8% 7.14% 73.52% 4!l

1970 s 80.00 s 93.21 II6.51% 6.6% -13.00% 21

1971 $ 85.00 $ 91.50 107.64% 6.25% - 1.8!l% 45

1972 s 90.00 $127.50 141.66% 5.88% 39.34% 36

1973 $100.00 $150.92 150% II.lI% 18.11% 19

1974 $125.00 $186.36 149.08% 25% 23.48% 33

1968
1974 +78.57% +302.42

TEN-CENT 1847-ON COVER
1968 $200.00 $244.37 122.18% 8

1969 $225.00 $250.00 II I.l 1% 12.5% 2.49% 23

1970 $235.00 5278.57 ]]8.5% 4.44% 11.42% 7

1971 $250.00 $231.38 92.55% 6.38% - 16.94% 25

1972 $275.00 $398.64 144.96% 10% 72.28% II

1973 s300.00 $430.71 143.57% 9.09% 8.04% 7

1974 $400.00 $487.50 121.87% 33.33% 13.18% 6

1968
1974 +100% +99.49%
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PROPOSED RECORD BOOK REPRINT
Many readers are familiar with the Official Record Book which lists in

chronological order from July 1, 1847, to June 30, 1851, the supplies of the 1847
issue sent to the various towns and cities, and the dates sent and received in
each case. This information was condensed by Robert Truax and published
in tabular form in Postal Markings in 1940-long out of print. Many collectors
have wanted this information in greater detail and in a more useful format.

Henry Wenk III has for some time been transcribing and organizing the
data for his own use and for friends. He is conside ring publishing the results
by photo-reproduction methods for sale at cost to Chronicle readers if there
is sufficient interest to make the project feasible. The proposed handbook would
consist of four or five divisions :

1. A listing by states and cities within states in alphabetical order indicating
the date first shipped, the date first received, the city , the postmaster, and the
total stamps of each denom ination.

2. The complete abstraction by States, showing date shipped, date received,
the city, the postmaster, and the quantity of each denomination in the shipment.

3. A list of corrigenda and 'addenda to the Truax listings.
4. and/or 5. A copy of all the linear notations and accountings as they

appear in the original. The inclusion of pertinent information from other sources
is being considered.

Because the ultimate cost depends largely on the number of copies ordered,
Mr. Wenk would like an expression of interest from the membership before
proceeding. The book as outlined would conta in about 125 pages and would
be ready about six months after a decision on the number to order. Estimates
for heat-bound leatherette copies 5" x 7" are $15 if 25 are produced or $7 if 100
are ordered. For stitch-bound copies, estimates are $20 and $12 respectively.
If you would be interested in obtaining a copy of the projected book please write
directly to H. L. C. Wenk III, 5 Keenan Place, Garden City, N.Y. 11530.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS • uSPcs • SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA • uscc • APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

Monthly lists available
and mailed free of charge.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
o DAY OF WRATHI-THE DIES IRAE LETTERS
T he correspondence of T homas H. Looker , USN, to his wife in Cincinnati from
Pensacola Bay, March 10 to March 18, 1861.

JOHN D. KOHLHEPP

Santa Rosa Island is a narrow forty mile expanse of semi-was teland stretch­
ing along Florida's Gulf coast from Pensacola to Choctawha tchee Bay. Since
1834, the stone fortif ication known as Fort Pickens had stood on its western
tip , guarding the entrance to Pensacola Bay. When the stormy year of 1861
began , Fort Pickens was deser ted . United States troops in the area , some fifty
artillerymen und er the command of Lt. Adam J. Slemmer, were quartered on
the Pensacola mainland around ancient Fort Barrancas. After Florida seceded
on January 10, Slemmer evacuated Fort Barrancas and moved his troops out
to Santa Rosa Island just before the Florida and Alabama militias seized Bar­
rancas , the Pensacola Naval Yard and Fort McRee, which stood at the harbo r
mouth facing Fort Pickens. While the Southerners built new batteries, Slemmer
was reinforced by thirty refugee sailors from the Naval Yard. Th ese worthies
eventually mutinied and sat sullenly in Fort Pickens refusing to perform any
duties. Slemmer knew his position was hopeless if the State Militias assaulted
in force and he further knew that such an attack was being plann ed. On January
12 he rejected the first demand for the surrender of the fort. From thi s point
on, Pensacola vied mightily with Charleston for the distinction of hosting the
gra nd opening of the Amer ican Civil War.

However, help was on the way. Late in January, the Buchanan adminis­
trati on sent the USS Brooklyn and three other warships with troops and supplies
to reinforce Slemmer's beseiged forces . Florida's Senator Stephen R. Mallory,
later Confederate Secretary of the Navy, hearing that Federal warships were
enroute to Fort Pickens , wired Louisiana Senator John Slidell, a confidant of
President Buchanan, that if reinforcement were attempted , "resistance and a
bloody conflict seem inevitable." On January 28, Mallory, fulfill ing the wishes
of the majority of Florida's sta tesmen who desired that the simmering war
not erupt in their state , and Buchanan, striving desperately to maintain the
peace in his final da ys in office, reached a "gentlemen's agreement" which
pledge d, in essence, that the Nor th would provision, but not reinforce Pickens
if the South wou ld not attack it. On the 29th, the Secretaries of the Navy and
War Departments ordered that the Marines and troops on board the Brooklyn
and other ships not be land ed to reinforce Fort Pickens unless the fort was
attacked by the secessionists. Between Fe bruary 6th and 9th, the USS Brooklyn,
Macedonia, Sabine and St. Louis arrived off Pensacola, but reinforcements were
not put ashore at Santa Rosa in compliance with the ord er of January 29th .
Th e status qu o was thereby mainta ined: Forts Barrancas, McRee, and the Naval
Yard remained in Confederate! hands while the Unionists held Fort Pickens
on Santa Rosa Island. An uncertain and uneasy "cold-war" type of peace
descended on the area.

On March 4, just after taking office, Lincoln, considering Buchanan's
"gentlemen's agreement" as not binding on the new administra tion, gave a
verba l order that Pickens be reinforced and on March 12, he repeated it in
writing. Communications with Pickens proved a major obstacle, however, and
a delay in sailing combined with inclement wea ther delayed delivery until
April 1. Had th is order been implemented, the Buchan an-Mallory agreement
would have been violated, and the war almost certainly would have broken
out in Florida.
T he Chronicle / May 1975 / Vol. 27, No .2 73



ROBERT C. WOOD, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Meanwhile, on March 7, Jefferson Davis had appointed Braxton Bragg to
take command at Pensacola and the general responded by assembling thousands
of troops in the area and by stren gthening the artillery along the waterfront.
On March 18, in an effort to put a halt to the traffic in goods and supplies
between Florida merchants and the enemy in the harbor, Bragg issued General
Order Number 4:

GENERAL ORDERS, } HDQRS. T ROOPS CONFEDERATE STATES,
No. 4. Near Pensacola, Fla., March 18, 186!.

T he comma nding general learns with surprise and regre t that some of our
citi zen s are engaged in the bu siness of fu rnishing su pplies of fue l, water, and
provisions to the armed vessels of the United Sta tes now occupyi ng a threatening
position off this harbor.

T hat no misunderstanding may exist on th is sub ject , it is announced to all
concerned that this traffic is str ictly forbidden , and all such su pplies which may be
captured in tr an sit to such vessels, or to Fort Pickens, will be con fiscated. The more
effectually to enforce th is prohibition , no boat or vessel will be allowed to visit Fort
Pickens , or an y United States naval vessel, withou t special sancti on.

Col. John H . Forney, acti ng inspector-genera l, will organize an efficient harbo r
police for th e enforceme nt of th is order.

By command of Brig. Gen Braxt on Bragg :

Thus we have the setting for the correspondence which follows: the troops
in Pickens and on the surrounding warships await the war that has become
inevitable; the Confederat e build-up on shore grows more formidable daily;
Lincoln's order to reinforce Fort Pickens is limping slowly down the Atlantic
seaboard; and Braxton Bragg has severed all traffic and commu nications between
the Unionists and the main land. And to further lower the morale of the Union
forces, no mail had arrived from the North since the Federal warships left
Norfolk in late January.

. It was during this cold-war period that Thom as H. Looker , a young naval
officer assigned to the Brooklyn, wrote his wife, nicknamed "Sissy," in Cincinnati :

(Dies Ir ae) 2
U.S. Str Brooklyn,-

Off Ft. Pickens Mch 12/ 61
(Ncar Pensacola , Fla., U.S.) 3

My Own Dear Darling Li tt le Wife:
I was made oh so very happy today-and have been all day lon g, by two dear

welcome letters from you & from Mother l-And such late datesl-Ist Mch & 27th
Feb y.-the former from youl - Ohl I have been so joyful & so th ankful. .. .

I am th e onl y favored one, I believe , today. My p lan succeeded-"di rect to
Warrington , Fla. the duplicate," I told you-& it came,-& Mot her's. Try it yet
aga in , dear Sissy:- a dupli cate only, mind you (once a Y2 month) . The ma ils to
th at pl ace seem now to have gott en underway again; & th en I know th e Postm aster
Col. Lamberton. Direct as before , be sure. My messma tes and shipmates eyed me
with longing eyes tod ay, with my treasures.

This letter of yours-Mch 1st-is th e only one I have rec since left Norfolk­
expec t N.O .'s let rs in 2 or 3 days. You say " Mother L. [Looker] brought me your
rmy] letter, di rect ing to send du plica te lett ers to WalTington ":-1 wonder why you
didn 't get yours?-Rec[eived] since,- no? . ..

In essence, Looker is stating that no mail had arrived on board the Brooklyn
since it left Norfolk in late January until March 12, when he alone received
two letters. However, they did not come by the expected route via New Orleans;
that mail is still two or three days away . These letters came through Warring­
ton, Florida, a small town on the bay just west of Pensacola, and were forwarded
through the efforts of a Col. Lamberton, the Warrington postmaster. An earlier
letter from the same correspondence, dated Feby. 17, 1860, and head ed "On
shore. Warrington Navy Yd. Fa." indicates that Looker had served in the War­
rington area on a previous tour of duty and was no stranger to the inhabitants
there.

The next item from th is correspondence is a short note dated March 14,
1861. It indicates Looker's growing anxiety over the approaching war and
spells out in greater detail the method to be followed in routing mail to the
Brooklyn.
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Mch 14 / 61
The news is peaceful-peaceful I 0 that it ma y be true! Thank God for even

th e hopei
I have learned that you can no w wri te wi th safety to me. direct , here.
To make it su re-enclose to

Col. Lamberton.
Postmaster
Warrington. Fla.

& he will see that th ey get to me safely. Tell Mother. Write alternately week &
week about.

Do you understand? Address yr . letters to me. at Warrington. Fla .-with 3¢
sta mp on; & th en enclose in another en velop e (p repaid also) directed to Col. L. ,
as before said.

All well . Brooks-i ha s jus t re tu rned from a visit into Ft. P ickens.
Ever yr loving

Husband.
Love to all.

Thus the "double envelope" method of forwarding letters, generally known
in connection with prisoners' mail and other "flag of truce" or "through the
lines" mail from th e summer of 1861 until the end of the war, was in fact
being used by the Looker family a month befo re th e war actually began.

This double envelope system wou ld, of course, ensure the secrecy of the
plan and protect Looker's friend, Colonel Lamberton. With the war only days
or weeks away, and the foe blockading the harbor in plain sight of the shore,
the Warrington postmaster would hardly wish to be known as the gentleman
who was passing the enemy's mail through Florida, particularly since it could
contain restricted information.

Again on March 18th, Looker penned six more pages to his beloved Sissy:
"Dies Irae"

U.S. Str. Brooklyn
Off Ft. Picken s. Near Pensacola. Fla

(U.S. Still) -Mch 18 / 61
My own loved wife :

Yr. & Mother's dear dear letters have com e to hand-those you sent to New
Orleans. I believe they went via Key West. I am now full y p osted up to th e 1st of
this month. No one has such good fortune as I-would th ey had ! My darling we
are all well & all is fine and right. Thank God again and agai n! These people
ashore are very kind about ou r letters etc. Somebody ab oard has been wr iting to
th e Northern papers abusing th em most sha me fu lly & hav e excited th em madly
against us. I wrote to th e Postmaster however & I enclose a letter pub. in on e
of the Pensacola pap ers referring to my note to the P .M. (p riva te) .
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Flgu.. 1. Fl,at
Pig. of theI."., of Me,ch

12, 1161.

We were thrown into quite a slate of excitement last night about 10 o'clock­
a clap or two of thunder, exactly like guns, made us for a moment fancy they
had commenced the attack of the fort but it was soon discovered to be fancy only.
Thank God for it. I was on my knees in prayer when it was heard & when all who
heard it were flying about excitedly etc : & I prayed Ou r Father to "let it not be."
If it must come, we will do our duty, be assured, all is ready-the war spirit is
rife-but I do trust in the mercy & love & goodness of God to avert it, if it be
possible. I interpret the President's inaugural as indicating a peaceful policy on the
part of th e Govt. He will maintain this, excep t the secessionists compel a war
policy & this by their tak ing the initiative. If Civil war comes , they strike the first
blow .

I think Ft . Sumpter (sicl at least will be evacuated. The Oovt, however will
still possess it-will not Yield up th e right and title to it. I feel sure the Govt .
will not attempt now to reinforce it ; nor will the President order Fts . Moultrie,
Barrancas, the Navy Yds to be retaken. He may reinforce Ft . Pickens, altho I doubt
it . This may be done: Ft. Sumpter ordered to be evacuated simply as a military
necessity-there being no use for a garrison there (now) on account of the Govt­
& also because it is necessary in order to save Major Anderson 's brave party from
starving. But as for giving these forts up-neverl However, may GOD direct &
ensure the right course I I also think we shall blockade.

When you write- (and tell Mother) -please always enclose my letters to the
Postmaster of Warrington:-so that my name or ship may not be known (or) seen
76 The Chronicle I May 1975 I Vol. en, No.2



flgu r. 2. FIrat
peg. of the

not. of March
1., ''', .

-'"":::---- -

by anyone:-he is a friend of mine, & will under all circumstances get them to me.
He knows that I am an honest foe, at all events: & altho' he knows I feel it
right to be thus opposed to him & his people, he & they know also I do most
deeply deplore the whole matter-it s necessity, et c.-Direct to me as usual : then
envelope directing to : (Prepay) -

Col. W . H. Lamberton
Postmaster,

Warrington, Fla .
And send them direct hereafter:--e xcept every now and then sending a dupli­

cate of one of th ese to Gifford Parker (u nder cover as before) New Orleans, La.-I
suggest this becau se th e Warrington mail ma y for some reason soon be cut off from
the North.-I don 't think th e New Orleans will a t all , under the circumstances.­
But direct Warrington plan is best, until we know otherwise. Tell Mrs . Brooks,
too . By our nice plans, I am gett ing letters finel y [finally?]; & the others are
growling.

This final letter concludes with four pages of personal news .
All four letters from this corr espondence were written on the same thin,

lightweight paper and were all apparently enclosed in one envelope which is
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1'>
franked with a 3¢ type IIa of the 1857 issue and addressed in Looker's distinc­
tive hand. It was posted at the Confederate capital, Montgomery, Alabama,
some three hundred miles north of Warrington on March 24, 1861. Looker
apparently used two envelopes also, an "outside" addressed to the Warrington
Postmaster or a contact at Montgomery, containing the "inside" addressed to
his wife. Again, in this way , a local resident who happened to see the envelope
in Lamberton's possession would not realize it was the enemy's mail going
to Ohio. We can reasonably assume the Alabama connection was Lamberton's,
possibly the postmaster at Montgomery.

Figur. 3. Coytit' b.lrlng I type III of tho 3e stlmp of the 1157 illuo pOltmlrked Mlreh 24, 1861, to Mrl.
Thomll H. look.r In Cincinnlti, Ohio. Thll eoYor originlt.d on bOlrd the USS "Brooklyn" In P.nlleoll Boy
on Much 18, 1861, the dlt. G.norll Brexton Brlgg illu.d hll Ordtlt' No. 4 prohibiting In t..ffie b_een tho
Floride mlinlend end the Fed...1 porlOnnel in Fort Plekono Ind onbolrd tho wershipl In tho herbor. Clrrled
peot thlo blocked. to Wl rrington, Floride, It WII forwlrded to Montgomery, Aleblml, Ind th.r. pooted to
Clncln...tl. It mlY be tho only piece of Federll mlil which wei routod through e Confedorote blockede Ind
1110 the .Irlillt recorded through-tho.lln.. coyor of tho Civil Wer.

Lincoln sent the USS Powhatan to reinforce Fort Pickens.
Lt. John Worden, USN, departed Washington by rail with
orders for the Sabine's commander, Captain Henry Adams,

Looker therefore used to advantage his friendship with the postmaster
of Warrington, Florida, to have his mail routed directly through Florida at
a time when impending hostilities and the troop buildup in the Pensacola
area had effectively blocked the U.S. naval personnel's use of the Florida post
offices. The fact that the date of the last letter, March 18, coincides with the
date of Braxton Bragg's order to seal off communications with Pickens and the
U.S. ships in the harbor, raises interesting speculations: Looker obviously got
his mail into Lamberton's trustworthy hands before Order No. 4 could be
effectively implemented. The need for secrecy in this matter was also vital. It
points up the fact that the posting of Looker's letter could not be done in a
normal way in the Pensacola-Warrington area in March of 1861, because as
Looker himself put it, "the war spirit is rife." The only choices were to wait
for the painfully slow New Orleans-Key West ship to come through, or use
the Looker-Lamberton-Montgomery, Alabama route. Because the forwarding
of this piece of mail required special , secretive handling and routing which was
not generally available to U.S. military and naval personnel in the area, and
because it was passed in violation of Braxton Bragg's order No.4 which theo­
retically blockaded such traffic, this cover merits recognition as the earliest
recorded "through-the-lines" usage, and possibly the only Federal cover in
existence to run a Confederate blockade.

A chronology of events in the Pensacola area from March 18 until April
17 follows:

April 6.
April 7.
The Chronicle / May 1975 / Vol. Z7. No .278



to reinforce Fort Pickens. Lincoln considered Buchanan's agree­
ment with Mallory void as of Buchanan's last day in office.

April 12. Worden received safe passage through the Pensacola area and
delivered orders to Captain Adams . Israel Vogdes reinforced
Fort Pickens with the 1st U.S. Artillery and Marines.

April 13. The Sabine blockaded Pensacola Harbor. Worden," on his way
back to Washington, was arres ted at Montgomery, Alabama.

April 17. 600 ad ditional troops were landed at Fort Pickens, completing
the reinforcement.

Lincoln had stated, "I want that fort saved at all hazard s." The president's
desire was realized and the South was deprived of the use of the best harbor
on the Gulf of Mexico for the entire war, while the fort served the Union
effectively in the blockade and in the series of naval attacks that divided and
destroyed the Confederacy.

Footnotes
I. On February 4, the de legates of Florida an d five ot her Sou thern slates convened at

Montgomery. Alabama, and formed the Co nfe derate Sta tes of America.
2. The " Dies Irae" is a hymn fro m th e Mass of the Dead which contains a powerful

description of Judgement Day and a p rayer to Christ for Mercy. Loo ker's ana logy to th e
impending tragedy of Civil War was most fitting.

3. T he first letter in this corre spo ndence is dar ed Ma rch 10th and cont ai ns only personal
news.

4. Brooks was Look er 's superior offi cer .
5. Worden was released and eve nt ua lly commanded th e Un ion M onit or against th e Merri

mac or Virg inia in th e fi rsl ba ttl e of ironclad vessels in H ampton Roads, Ma rch 9, 1862.
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U. S. POSTAL HISTORY

AND
QUALITY STAMPS

Are a regular feature of our public auctions.

Most major areas of collecting are covered includ ing: Stampless from Colonial to
1850's, Regular Issues from 1847 on, U.S. Pos tmaster Provi sionals, Campaign Covers,
Un ion Patr iotics, Air Post, Terr itorials, Fancy Can cel s and all phases of Confederate
Postal History.

Whether you are a beginning or advanced collecto r of U.S. material, you will find
many ite ms of int e re st in our lavishly illustrated cata logs av a ilable gratis upon
request .

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

lobn •. 1Saufmann, .3Jnc.
1010 VERMONT AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

202-638·5658
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PRIVATE PERFORATIONS
Thehorizontal strip of four of the 3¢ 1851 (82 ) shown here was sold at a

recent Robert A. Siegel auction. The townmark is Washington, D.C. Can anyon e
give us any information ~n this extrem ely deep sawtooth private perforation?
We would be most interested in knowing if a similar perforated copy exists on
cover from Washington.
THE FANCY TOWNMARKS OF CLOVERPORT, KENTUCKY
DAVID L. JARRm

While fancy and unusual townmarks and· cancels are recorded from many
towns during the nineteenth century, only a few post offices are known to have
extensively used a wide variety of such markings. Undoubtedly the most cele­
brated fancy cancels come from Wa terbury, Connecticut, during the 18605 and
very early 18705. However, the post office at Cloverport, Kentucky, is believed
to have used a greater numb er of fancy and unusual townmarks than any town
during either the preadh esive or stamp period. Th is wri ter knows of eleven
different unusual townm arks used at Cloverport during the 1850s, most of
which are extremely scarce or believed to be uniqu e. All are illustrated, in

(Text continued page 85)
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Figur. 1. CLOVERPORT KY (1852) 31mm black circl• . Alan T. Atkins Collection .

Figure 2. CLOVERPORT KY (1852) black stra lghtline with in fancy border (perhaps with eagle at top). Lot
# " 8, Robert A. Siegel Auction Gall er i.. January 9.12, 1968, auction.

o
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Figure 3. CLOVERPORT KY (1853) nogatlve loitering on laney 35mm block circular band . Alan T. Atkins Collection .
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'II"N 4. CLOVERPOIlY ICY (1156) 52 x 19mm bl..k boxed atn ight lln• . All n T. Atkin. Collectio n.
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Figur. 5. CLQVEIPOIT ICY (111I) ....11I IIluk circle. All n 'T. Atkins ColI. ction,

Flg"r••. CLOVERPOIT KY (1158) 45 x 31mm bllck ovol. Alln T. Atkins Collect ion,
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flIlU.. 7. CLOVEltPOIT ICY (Not yM' deted but ..me townm.,k .een deted M•• ch 30, 1160 In ollv. IIr••n)u... Itleck .iml ... circl• . Alen T. Atkins Collection ,

flIlU" '0 CLOYHI'OIT ICY (Not yM' deted) u."", bleck .1",'" clrcl. with e th... lee. .Iov. unc.1 just tying
ste",p. W.. _It collecter.
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figu re 9. CLOVEItPORT ICY (1860) 53 x 4mm true bright g...n streightlin• . Alan T. Atkins Collection.
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Figure 10. CLOVERPORT KY (1860) 58 x 17mm olive gre.n boxed streightline. Alan T. Atkins Collection .

Figure 11. CLOVERPORT KY (1860) 35 x 32mm gr.en horseshoe. Alan T. Atkins Collection .

Figure 12. CLOVERPORT (not y... dated) 65 x 25mm black box.d scroll . From the files of Henry A. Meyer.
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Figure 13. CLOVERPORT KY (not yen deted) 35 x 32mm bleck on!. Alen T. Atkins Collection.
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Figure 14. CLOVERPORT KY (1861) 30mm bleck circle. Alen T. Atkins Collection .

addition to two regular circles, principally through th e courtesy of Mr . Alan T .
Atkins , who is th e owner of much of th e material. Also illustrated is the only
recorded example of the three leaf clover fancy canc el.

Cloverport at the time was a sma ll Ohio River town located approximately
sixty miles southwest of Louisville (see map) . During the 1850s the postmaster
was a George LaHeist, who probably was th e creator of th e various handstamps.
His annual compensat ion ranged from $101.04 to $280.32 for the yea rs 1851
($ 124.35 ), 1853 ($ 101.04), 1855 ($ 193.49), 1857 ($ 280.32), 1859 ($214.73) , and
1861 ($220.68), which was approxima te ly one tenth of the compensation received
by the Louisville postmaster. I

I. R egister of Officers lind Agents, Civil , M ilitary and Nava l, in t he Service o f the Unite d
St ate s on th e Th irt iet h of September, 1851 , 1853, 1855, 1857, 1859, 1861.
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HAGAMANS MILLS, N.Y. STRAIGHT LINE
HUNTER M. THOMAS, JR.

Located in Montgomery County, New York, about 35 miles from Albany,
Hagamans Mills came into being on April 14, 1827. Prior to that date the settle­
ment on this site was called Centre Amsterdam.

For a short period of time in
1852 Postmaster Henry Pawling
used a straight line type set
townrnark : shown in Figure A.
Not only is this marking unusual
for being a straight line, but its
outstanding feature is the inclu­
sion of the year 1852 on the
dateline. Only three other towns
are known to have used a year
date in 1852.

The author has a record of
but three covers bearing this
marking. Th e addressee on all

Flgur. A

of them is Allyn Kellogg Esq., Vernon, Connecticut. Each is docketed with the
initials "A.K.L ." (presumably the initials of the sender) and a date which is
identical with the date in the townmark.

Th e earliest cover is dated August 9, 1852, and bears a 3¢ 1851 stamp,
position 79LS, which is pen cancelled and which does not tie to the cover.

The next date is August 25. This cover also bears a pen cancelled 3¢ 1851
stamp (position 80LS) which is not tied.

Th e last date is October 20, 1852. The cover , illustrated as Figure B, is
quite unusual. Sometime between late August and October, the postmaster
acquired a PAID handstamp which was used on this cover to cancel the stamp.
Since a combination of this townmark and a separate handstamped PAID is
recorded in the American Stampless Cov er Catalog, it is assumed that this
combination is known on stampless mail. However, this is the only example
of which the author is aware on a cover bearing a postage stamp.

If any readers can add information regarding these markings or can add
to the list of covers known, the writer would appreciate their assistance.

Flgur. I
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ONE CENT BOOK-IMPROVED DRAWINGS

Mortimer Neinken has sent several corrected or improved plating diagrams
to replace drawings in the One Cent Book. It was possible for Mr . Neinken to
recheck many Plate 4 positions through the courtesy of Rob ert A. Siegel who
made ava ilable for study a block of 28 from his 1975 Rari ty Sale.

The new diagram of 24R5 shows a plat ing mark omitte d in the original
drawing over the E of CENTS. Th e orig ina l drawing for 41R4 was taken from
a very early impression . Many platin g marks have disappeared on later im­
pressions. Th e new diagram shou ld be easier for collectors to use.

Mr. Neinke n notes tha t it is not unusual for some examples of a certain
position to show ma rks not on the diagrams and for others to lack marks appear­
ing in the diagrams. "Earlier impressions genera lly show many more markings
than do lat e ones . Whenever a plating mark is consistent on a number of examples
it has to be noted . La ter on it may disappear."
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QUALITY STANDARD REFERENCE BOOKS
Reprinted By

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
BOSTON POS'TMARKS TO 1890
Maurice C. Blake and Wilbur W. Davis

Hardbound, 392 pages. Includes approximately 3000 different Boston
postmarks, cancellations and auxiliary markings. $30.00 Postpaid

* * * * *

THE POSTAGE STAMPS AND

POSTAL HISTORY OF CANADA

Winthrop S. Boggs

Hardbound, 912 pages . Includes a ll of Volume I and Appendices A,
F, J, N, P and Q from Volume II. Conta ins an Addend um w ith add i­
tions and corrections compiled from Boggs' personal copy. A necessi ty
for all Canada colle cto rs and Philatelic scholars . $40.00 Postpaid

* * * * *

CANADIAN POS'TAGE STAMPS

AND STATIONERY

Clifton A. Howes

Hardbound, 312 pages. Plates bound in. Documents and presents the
story behind the Canadian Postal Issues . $30.00 Postpaid

ALL AVAILABLE FROM:

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
S SOUTH UNION STREET

LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 01899
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
STAMP COLOR DETERMINATIONS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

For some time, the edi tors of. the Chronicle have run an occasional article
on color. The subject is not an easy one to treat in print; until we actually have
effective means of illustrating color in a magazine such as this accurately, even
neglecting the economics of the situation, the subject will rem ain difficult to
deal with in any depth.

With thi s issue, a series of articles is being commenced on the subject of
stamp colors. Bert Christian's ar ticle about color charts deals with part of
the grea test problem : communica tion from one individual to another or to
many, of the visua l impressions we identify as color. In future issues, we expect
to run art icles about specific stamp colors, and methods of viewing color, and
light sources, whi ch are just as important as are color standards. A few years
ago, a group of about a doz en collectors, including th e author, David Beals,
Tom Alexand er and Cliff Friend, of th e Chronicle staff, conducted an experi­
ment with each making comparative color cha rt evaluations of a set of samples
of the 3¢ and 5¢ 1861 stamps. Even though two of the dozen collectors were
color blind, the results agreed surprisingly well. The evaluation was done usin g
Methuen handbooks, as described in Mr. Christian's article, and there was no
doubt in the minds of anyone in attendance that use of the books , under the
proper (and consistent ) mod es of viewing the samples, established a very effec­
tive means of identifying and communicating stamp colors. While this experi­
ment needs to be exten ded to other bands of the spectrum, the project will be
reported as soon as an ad equate supply of handbooks and "standard" light
sources at reasonable cost can be assured. In the meantime, further articles
on this subject will appear from time to time.
YESTERDAY'S COLOR CHARTS
C. W. CHRISTIAN

(Photos by Steve Cullum, City Photo)
There has been no change in the fundamental scheme of color but a change

is evident in the requirements of philately for a new and more accurate system
of charts with which to define color shades. Th e change that is developing
concerns the need by more and more collectors for a new and totally efficient
system for determining shade differences without relying on a "memory chart."

The refraction of white light through a prism still produces the spectrum
of basic colors- red, orange, yellow , green, blue and violet and in the earlier
days of collecting these spectrum colors, plus a few compound color-names such
as light-red , dark-orange, blue-green , etc., sufficed the needs of most collections.
Contemporary trends, tending toward deep specialization, the study of a single
issue or even a single stamp, have mad e requisite a system far more compre­
hensive yet simple enough to encourage general philatelic use.

Th e fact that an updating of the present system of color definition is long
overdue is not news. A number of monographs on the subject and a variety of
color charts ha ve been published during the last fifty years. Some of the charts
contained a very meager assortment of color spots or samples to serve as a
comparison guide while oth ers showed actual mounted stamps. The charts
offering postage stamps in place of printed color samples were usually confined
in scope to the very basic shades.

"A Color Ch.rt"
An 80 page, hard-bound booklet , very simply called, A Color Chart, was

produced in 1884 by the National Philatelic Society. Printed on a light buff
paper, the samples may ha ve had some value 90 years ago but would serve no
The Chronicle / May 1975 / Vol. rr. No.2 89
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useful purpose today. The chart presented 150 hues and six intensities of each
with a nomenclature in English, German, French and Spanish, as shown in
Figure 1.

Indicative of the many years that color has been in controversy amon g
philatelists is a paragraph from the preface of th e N.P.S. Chart which states ,
"There has always been disagreement among philatelic wr iters and compilers
of catalogues, in naming the colors of stamps. As a single illustration, we find
in examining ten catalogues that seven different names are given to the color
of the 2~d stamp of Great Britain, 1874, although the color of this stamp varies
as little as any that might be chosen." In concluding the preface the Society
expressed the hope that thi s chart would become the world standard for
philatelists.
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"Guide to the Colors of Postage Stamps"

Such was the title of a small album produced in 1897 by Charles Stewart,
a member of th e American Philat elic Association. The Guide was a bound
paperback album with spaces for mou nting 120 designat ed stamps with a
color name printed below each space. Furnished with th e album was a list of
stamps of the world with which to fill the indicat ed spaces. The color "samples"
were selected from the 1891 Standard Cata log and at that perio d the average
cost was about three cents per sta mp, .Th e publisher charg ed ten cents for his
36 page guide and sta ted therein th at, for the most part the spaces could be
filled from one's duplicates.

Comme rcial Color Samples

Several pocket size commercial color-sample books of an early vintage
were located in th e files of a large ph ilatelic library, suggesting that there may
have been some effort to ada pt them to ph ilatelic use . Such cha rts were
prepared by paint and ink producing companies and, even if the color samples
had been useful, the nomenclature was at wide variance with the color names
familiar to collectors. In some instances the color plates were printed on an
off-color paper , othe rs on semi-gloss stock, eithe r of which contributed con­
fusio n to true shade comparison. For today's use color sampl es pri nted in flat
tone on a non-gloss wh ite paper offer the most practical chart for comparison
viewing.

German and English Charts

A card fold er produced in Germ any was ba sic at best in its usefuln ess,
containing only 40 colors represen ted by an assortment of used and unused
stamps.

Another early cha rt, in which no publicat ion date was printed , was de­
veloped by Stanley Gibbons. Th is pocket size folder presented 45 color names
with mounted stamps to illustrate. Th e Gibbons chart did not pretend to be
the ultimate answer to shade classification for in th e printed instru ctions con­
cerning th e use of the guide it was sta ted, " \JVe have here attempted to provide,
from actual stam ps, a key to th e cor rect classification of the most prominent
colours met with in philately." Such a color guide, complete with 45 mounted
stamps, for th e modes t sum of two shillings, no doubt served its purpose in
the early part of th e cent ury.

Yesterday's color gui des with only fift y to a hundred samples fall far
short in defin ing shades for the highly specia lized collection of tod ay. This
is especially true in the area of the Classic issues where th e tend ency is to
carry ou t color gradation to a very fine degree. Mod ern catalogs may list a
given item as blue and sublist four or five sha des of blue but for those who
want to carry the notation even fur ther , wi th the use of an up-dated color
system, as many as half a hundred tones and intensities can be found of the
stamp th at is basically blue. Color shading to th at extent requi res much more
than a simple list of basic and compound color names.

Munsell System

In th e early part of the century a guide which foun d some use in philately
was the Atlas of the Munsell Color System , 1915. It con tained many hundreds
of color sam ples but no color names. Identificat ion was based entirely on a
letter-number system. An abridged edition containing only 382 samples was
released in 1929. Both editions are out of print and un available. Th ere is no
doubt th e Muns ell study made a considerable contr ibution to the industrial
needs in color but the system was complica ted and not readily ada ptable to
phila telic use.

Ridgway, the First Useful System

One of the most practical and compr ehensive color gu ides for use by
collectors was pr epared by Robert Ridgway, Curator of th e D ivision of Birds,
U. S. National Museum. Published in 1912 in th e very limited edition of 200
copies, the book has lon g been out of print an d upon th e rare occasion a copy
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Flgur. 3. 11M paga of NIS chart, showing no ultra marina.

shows up in auction the lucky bidder can expect to spend about $300.00 acquir­
ing it.

The Ridgway system was not intended for philately but rather for descrip­
tive use in the study of birds. However, it is still in use today by collectors
fortunate enough to have access to a copy. Containing 1,113 named colors
and samples, Ridgway is unique among color guides in that each sample is
a flat color actually made from carefully mixed paints.

Color Charts, the Least and the Largest

Two very small charts, obviously intended for collector's use, were pub­
lished by H. A. Vroom. The first , in 1934, offered 45 round shade samples
the approximate size of a nickel. The colors were dull , had a resemblance
to flat paint and each was named.

His second effort in 1940 was a card holding 48 shades in size and shape
of the everyday gummed reinforcements (Figure 2). One could overlay the
card upon a given stamp and make a comparison view through the center
opening.

In searching for a practical color system the most extensive one found
was a 1930 edition by Maerz and Paul called A Dictionary of Color. Contain-
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ing more than 6,000 shades, it was quickly evident that a system could become
too larg e for phil at elic use. With 6,000 min or shades divided among six basic
or "pure" colors th e variance becomes so minute th e human eye can not always
distinguish th e change in int ensity. Add ed to this is the futility of finding
useabl e colo r nam es. It would be difficult to associate the shade of a Classic
stamp with some of the nom enclature picked at random from the Dictionary­
Folly, Water Sprite, Geisha, Chantilly, or Elephant's Breath.

Natio nal Bureau of Standards
Available from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. Government Print­

ing Office, is the ISCC-NBS Chart prepared by the Inter-Soci ety Color Council.
The NBS chart, published in 1931 and reprinted in 1965, seemingly enjoys
some limited philat elic use th ough not definitely published for that purpose.
Th e writer found it impractical for philately in that it offe red very limited
color samples, 251 in number, and all printed in high gloss, whereas comparison
must be made with stamps that are in dull or fla t tone ( Figure 3).

Th e system seems more adaptab le to scientific and industri al uses, stating
in fact that its purpose was coord inat ing merchandise colors and the describing
of drugs, chemicals, and building materials.

A point in the text may be well taken by the stu den t of color who wan ts
a very critical match-up. Relati ve to viewing techn iques the NBS recommends
"making comparisons out of doors under the diffused light of a large expanse
of the sky or under artificial daylight illumination mounted at 45 degrees to
the viewing surface and capa ble of pro vid ing even light over a large area."
The recommended ideal out of doors lighting conditions are not always avail ­
abl e when need ed , but a critical light sourc e for hom e use, th at approximates
this ideal, is now available.

"Seein g" the Intermediate Shades
The average observer with normal vision , upon viewing a rain bow or

the spectrum of colors produced through a prism, will see th e primary colors
very distinctly . What he will not see is th e infinite varie ty of intermediate
shades subtly blending one into another , completing th e transition of prim ary
colors, without showing any definite point of demarcation.

To further complicate "seei ng" colors in their true dimension man y, if
not most , persons will fail to reach the same shade-decision on a given color
sample. As an example, blue and green are adj acent in the spe ctrum scheme,
each of them being a primary or true color. As these two pure colors blend
one into another from blue to green a wid e variety of shades result. From blues
through a series of greyish-bl ues into greenish-blues and as gree n becomes
more dominant the shades become bluish-green, gre yish-green and, when
saturation is complete, the primary green emerges. Th e same is true in reverse
order. In the blue to green transition a given color sample may appear as
bluish-green to one viewer while another will see it as greenish-blue . Th is
variance of opinion on blue to green shad es is cited only as one example.
Divergent shade decisions can occur on some of the intermediate shades of
any of the pure colors. .

When the interm ed iat e shades are reproduced as color samples and ar­
ranged in logical sequence of color, tone, and int ensity , the average observers
can readily separat e severa l hu ndred varieties of sha de though there will not
be complet e agreement in naming th em. To bear th is out a qu ote from a brochure
on color produced by the General Print ing Ink Co. sta tes: "There are several
color variations for wh ich common usage has prescribed definite term s. Pink
is one example. Few average hu mans will look up on a pale or light red as
being ~nything oth er than pink. Deep or dark orange will invariably be called
brown .

Color shades and color nam es as they apply to chemicals, building ma­
terials, textiles, etc., are a descriptive factor. When applied to the classic
pos tage stamp, a corr ect , carefull y compared notation from a comprehensive
sample chart more often than not will affect the value of the stamp, offer
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FIgure 4. Methuen color wheel.

aid in establishing the period of use, and may even serve purposes of authenti­
cation.

Memory Charts or a System?

How accura te is the memory in chart ing sha des? Given enough prior experi­
ence and association with certain stamp shades the average individual can
reliably identify but very few from memory alone. A few people en joy a talent
above average in this direction, in having what may be called a color-sense
which allows their memory-decisions to be more effectual. For th e most part
the further one diverges from the specific pure color the sooner he must resort
to comparison with accepted shade samples to achieve any accuracy.

The specialist in Classic stamps today has use for a color system that exceeds
the best in memory-talent and a notation method far more comprehensive
than the nomenclature currently in use. Th e accepted color names in use today
are thos e handed down through the years by various catalog makers and in
the wider sense by a few eminent specialists in certain limited fields .

That there is a great variance in choosing color nam es is evident in a
comparison of the charts made by some of the students and catalog authors
who have had the strongest impact on th e hobby. Taking as a sample a stamp
well known to all and a favorite study of many, the 3¢ imperforate variety
of 1851-57, it will be found that the Scott catalog lists nine named shades.
For the same stamp John Luff listed eleven shades and Dr. Carroll Chas e
thirteen. In no instance is a common color nam e used on all three lists. Orange­
brown and brownish-carmine are the only two shades common to the lists
of both Dr. Chase and the Scott catalog. Comparing the shade choices of John
Luff and Dr. Chase shows no matching nomenclature.
94 T he Chronicle / May 1975 / Vol. 27. No.2



A Solution by Methuen Notation

The Methuen Ha ndbook of Colour offe rs today's collector a ready solution
to color confusion. Well bound an d compa ct, the 5" by 7" volume of Methuen
is the most ad equate and adaptabl e tool for th e study of shad es the writer
h as been able to find and not the least of its advanta ges is availability for
a modest fee.

This dictionary of color provides 30 color plates containing 1,266 samples,
amply sufficient for the most exact ing student of shades. If all of these color
plates were arranged numerically in a circle, 1 through 30, a color wheel would
be form ed such as Figure 4, gra phically illu strating the transition of primary
colors and the intermedi ate sha des th at result.

Tables are included to conv ert th e Methuen color samples into Munsell
notation and to th e British Standard system. As th e major color standards have
all been translat ed into the Munsell system, it is further possible to convert
a color study from th e Ridgway system into Methuen by way of the Munsell
translation. This requires the use of an additiona l conversion table.

23

Figure 5. Methuen color plate 23 .

With the use of th e Methuen "finder," which is included with each volume,
a stamp can be ad equately matched ag ainst a color sample from one of the
30 plates. Figure 5 is typical of the Methuen color charts. When the bes t
match-up between sta mp and color sample has been located the precise shade
of the stamp may then be indicated by plat e number, column letter and row
number, i.e., 23C7, which by Methuen color name would be Cerulean Blue.
Identical numerica l and alpha be tical progressions are car ried out on each color
plat e to facilitat e this simple identificati on.

Applying the Methuen Nomenclature

For th e student of shades who is more comforta ble with a color name for
a stamp than the ma rl) pr ecise identity allowed by usin g a lett er-n um era l sys­
tem th ere are 580 color names provid ed in the Methuen nom enclature.

After having become familiar with th e Methuen procedures a student ma y
well find that a combination of the two is the most practical , that is, combining
a color nam e with a letter-number for identi ficati on . Plate 13, shown in Fi gure
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6, illustrates a simple example of this process . Note that the large area in the
center contains 18 color samples all of which lie generally in a field called
Greyish-magenta, the 18 samples being of varying hues and intensities of the
named shade. However, out of the 18 samples one only, as indicated by the
star, is the most typical greyish-magenta and would be indicated as 13D5.
In comparing stamp to ' sample if the match-up fell short of the true greyish­
magenta (D5) and proved to be more .nearly identical to sample C6 then the
stamp could still be identified as greyish-magenta but could be pin-pointed at
6C, indicating a slight difference in tone and intensity. The C6 sample is
cited only as an example for the same identity formula would apply to all 17
remaining samples in the greyish-magenta field.

Figures 7 and 8 offer one method of introducing color study into the stamp
album or an exhibit, if one so chooses to document his efforts . It will be noted
in Figure 7 that the color plate reproductions have been reduced by two number
rows, thus leaving out a total of 12 samples. This was done for the purpose of
simplification. In the case of the stamp under color study the two eliminated
rows were of intensities that served no useful purpose. In Figure 8 the stamps
96 The Chronicle / May 1975 / Vol. 27. No.2
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have been given full shade identity by the use of both color-name and letter­
number.

Much more could be written about th e practical aspects of the Methuen
Handbook of Colour but the best proof lies in personal application of th e system.
There is an obvious natural preference to use . the basic color names learned
in childhood rath er than to adopt a more complex system of letter-number
combinations. One of the early authors, in writing on the subject of color as
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related to stamps, th eorized, "it might take two genera tions to establish a new
nom enclature that wo uld ga in universal acceptance by collec tors."

Applying th e Methuen color system to philatelic shade stu dy is tantamount
to the use of any special "too l" required to achieve th e best results in practically
any field of endeavor. W ith a more optimistic approach tha n th e "two genera­
tion" transition, a better general understanding of color an d a concerted effort
by in terested studen ts, it may very soon b e possible to replace "Yesterday's
Co lor Chart s."
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EDITORIAL
It is probably a reflection of th e tim es that our occasional edi torials com­

menting abo ut a few selected auction lot cover descriptions fetch what is by
far th e heaviest mail-nearly all enthusiastic- of any subject appearing in this
section of the Chronicle. Yet , the purpose of the ana lysis is not to criticize the
auction describers, but to suggest to readers that auction lot descriptions can
be use d more meanin gfully whe n separat ed int o segments best designated as
description and interpreta tion. This is particul arly true with respect to postal
hi sto ry lots .

The descriptive segment is just wha t the word implies-the cover 's appear­
ance, th e stamp, postmarks, address (s ome times ), colors and condition. Any
damage or deviati ons from condi tion norms are state d. The terms in which
cond ition is presen ted , such as "fine, very fine," or "fine, except for .. ." are
we ll understood by mos t bidders and a good describer will not encounter much
controversy. The fac t th at errors are grounds for a bu yer , bidding by mail
on th e basis of the description , to return a lot demands efficient work.

The interpretive segment is another matter. This part of the paragraph
intended to convey th e impression of the lot to an absent buyer is more a matter

....... DOt, All""", I am th y Sbteld,
. AdOJ)' uceeding g~t reward, "

Flgur. 1. Th....IiMt det. of u.. known 10 the P.rlod Editor.
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of opinion, and invariably includ es a state ment of scarcity of the item, plus
additional informat ion about the lot inten de d to point out matters not obvious
or inh erent in the appearance which are of interest . Usually, lots are not re­
turned because a buyer decid es a lot should have been described "scarce"
instead of "very rare." In fact, the impact of the rest of the description and
an estimated or cata log value usually mean much more than such terms.

With th is in mind, the following descr iption noted in a recent auction
catalog is of interest:

1509 [cover] G. B. D., Oct. 30, (Gen . Ban ks Division) Bold Rimless oval. newly
discovered typ e, fairly clear st r ike ties 3c R ose Pink (64b) R. pe rfs.
worn at edge of Pa triotic Cover, Co lor less Em bossed portrait of
Gen . Win field Scott , Flag &: Sloga n. Back . fla ps ed ged in color .
Fascin a ting ' Var letter enclosed , deta ili ng troop movements, ac­
tions, etc, From a sold ier in a regiment of Bank 's Division, given
in h is ret urn address. Very Fine, A remarkable new type war
pmk. . (Pho to) E. VII

Th e rea der's attention is called to the dual comme nts in th e description of
"newly discovered type" and "A remarkabl e new type of war pmk." In other
words, as we read these interpretive comments, they state that the marking
on this cover is the first of its type known to postal history collectors in the
113 years since the cover was sent, and is thus a unique item. The cover is
illustrated in the auction catalog; the mark ing is of the same type as those shown
on the covers of Fi gures 1 and 2, being th e same date of use, Oct. 31 (1861)
as that of Figure 2; Obviously other examples do exist; wh ere have they be en
recorded or were they hidden so that no one has seen one previously?
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Figure 2. The Iitest dlte of use known to the Period Editor .

Th e earliest reference known to the writer is Fi gure 1, on page 854 of
Elliott Perry's Pat Paragraphs No. 31, issued in May of 1937. For more con­
temporary listings, the Period Editor wrote up all the Bank s' Divis ion markin gs
know n to him in the Chronicle of August 1968, No. 59, an d an abridged version
of the same article appeared in the "Classics Corner" of the American Philatelist
for April 1969. Both writeups included covers with th is particular marking and
both were titled as pertain ing to Banks' Division markings .

As listed , the type described was in use from Oct, 20, 1861, to Oct . 31 of
that year; but 12 days. The Period Editor has recorded the ten examples he
usually records before discontinuing such detailed attention, but oth ers have
been seen since. Many soldiers used the Banks' Division army field post office,
and Civil War soldiers wrote large numbers of letters.

We have gone into considerable detail here, simply to emphasize that

T he Ch ro nicle / May 1975 / Vol. ·27, No.2 99



statements of rarity in an auction description, when presented in this way ,
mean absolutely nothing unl ess a reference is given. "A remarkable new type" . . .
new to whom? Also, Question: Is the cover returnable as misdescribed?

Another lot offered in a recent auction presents a somewhat different ex­
ample of the interpretive aspect of auction describing. It reads :

9 " R . B. Hayes." A. L. S. on Executive Mansion Stationery Washington
(1879) wh ile he was President. with Executive Mansion Envelope. Ad ­
dressed in his han d . 3c Green Ban knote tied . Priva te in hi s hand to Gov.
of Ill in ois. "declaring to a ttend h is Fair" As this was Private Correspon ­
dence. Pres. Hayes, d id not use the Free Franking Priviledge, Pa r tial
Separation at Letter Fo lds V. F. . Est. 50.-75.00

Attention is called to the last sentence of the description, giving the de­
scriber's interpreta tion of why the President of the Uni ted States, in 1879, faile d
to use his franking privilege on a personal letter sent from the White House.
This explanation, stating the free frank was not used because th e letter carried
personal correspondence, is about like the answer of a man whose dog had
just been accused of biting someone; "In the first place, my dog never bites,
and in the second place, I have no dog ."

W ith respect to the franking privilege of Presidents of the United States,
thi s was always a personal privilege, which meant they could frank any letter
they desired, personal, pri vate or some one else's-sin the years whe n th ey had
the franking privilege. However, that privilege was abolished in 1873, six years
b efore Hayes sent his letter, and has never been restored to the executive
branch of our government, with one exception. The exception is that the Vice
President may frank offici al mails , in his capacity of President of the United
States Senate, which is th e case yet today. Thi s came about when the Congress
restored to itself, after a few years of paying postage, th e franking privilege
for business ma il, only.

In oth er words, President Hayes did not frank his letter, because he did
not have that privilege. The White Hous e had used th e Executive Dept. offi­
cia l stamps from 1873-1877, and used penalty envelopes and other means later .
We believe th at nearly all Hayes' let ters as President were fran ked with stam ps.
We also believe the added comment of the lot description detracted from,
rather than added to, the desirability of the cover to a potential bidder.
A "PSEUDO" CONFEDERATE PATRIOTIC
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

for
Th e illustr ation accompa nying these notes shows what is usually taken
a Federal use of a Confederate patriotic envelope. Others call it an "anti-
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Confederate," which is classifying the cover as a genuine Confederate patriotic
cover, converted to anti-Confederate sentiment by the addition of a legend
indicating Union preference.

There are also those, digging a bit deeper , who find that none of the
authorities on Confederate patriotic covers, such as the .late Van Dyk MacBride,
who wrote at length on the subject, had recorded this identical design. The
next question is that of authenticity. There is a 3¢ 1857 stamp placed in the
center of the circle of stars , with a Washington City, D.C. / FREE postmark
neatly tying it. In addition, the cover bears a manuscript "Due 3" and has the
legend "The Pirate Flag" neatly lettered in black ink in the upper right hand
comer. The cover is addressed to Eaton, in central New York state, and is
docketed on the back, "Alfred L. Childs / Candagana,"-the latter word possibly
being a mispelling of "Canandaigua."

ISTAMPL
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A careful examination of the cover indicates that there are words under
the stamp, in relief, reading "The Pirate Flag." Apparently the writer of the
letter placed his stamp in the center of the circle of stars , and then, realizing
that he had covered up the legend that really explained the sentiments of the
cover, lettered the words in the upper right hand comer. Being printed in
relief, in a field of very dark blue ink, which ran a bit, the letters of the word­
ing are quite thin and fuzzy but"still clear. There is no evidence, in microscopic
examination, of any tampering with the design or the placement of the stamp.
The Washington City postmark, being struck in black ink on the stamp and
dark blue cover portion, is not entirely clear, but can be distinguished well
enough to be traced. The use of the Washington City, D.C./FREE marking
on a stamped cover was not unusual; the writer owns another cover from
Washington with the same postmark tying a 3¢ 1857 stamp, dated July 16,
and has .others on free franked mail.

While the overall design bears a great deal of resemblance to well known
Confederate flag patriotics, the basic design differs somewhat from the known
designs. The Confederate originals usually added the titles of Jeff. Davis and
A. H. Stephens to their names. A flagstaff was often used. The type used for
the wording was with serifs, and was much more easily read.

In the writer's opinion , the cover was intended as a parody on the Con­
federate seven star patriotic designs then circulating in the South, and which
could have been sent into the north, until late June of 1861. Probably the writer
was a soldier-several upstate New York regiments had been brought to Wash­
ington by early July. The manuscript "Due 3" could represent the unpaid
postage on a slightly overweight letter.

Do any other examples of the "pseudo-patriotic" exist? And, for that matter,
can anyone think of a better name for the design?
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ONE CENT 1861 STAMPS ON VERTICALLY LAID PAPER

Mr. C. W . Christian sent us, some time ago , a picture of a beautiful mint
b lock of six of the 1¢ 1861 stamp on vertically laid paper. Th e laid lines show
clearly in the photo, and we believe they will show in the illustrat ion. Oddly,
in the 1975 Scott United Stat es Stamp Catalog Specialized, the 1¢ stamp on
either horizontally or vertically laid paper is cataloged as No. 63c. Th e stamp
is listed only in used con dition, and is priced at $60.00 per single. Multiples
are not mentioned .

The Period Editor often
suspects that these paper
varieties are not as scarce as
the catalog listings make
them out to be . The problem
is that collectors do not look
for such items, and they do
not know paper. Many sleep­
ers can be picked from stocks
of dealers who have not ex­
amined pu r c h a s e s closely
prior to placing them in stock.

At the time it was sent
along to us, the block be­
longed to a California dealer,
Stan ley M. Piller, who com­
ments "for accuracy, this was

_, • ' originally a block' of eight,
• I e ~' ::'1):-;/-': :::"';" : ,.·" "·~i .~ . I but the top two stamps were

. . _._~ ••- ..&.........:.... separated, and the top right
stamp damaged, so they were removed. From the other stamps in the lot from
which this piece came, the cancel is prob ably that of a Kansas town ," Our
thanks to both Mr . Piller and Mr. Christian for sending this along.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Stampless covers with little
philatelic value ($1.50 or less ) and con­
taining interesting family-type letters.
Also 19th Cen. covers wi th interesting en­
closure s. Send priced . Fred Finzer , 3076
Brookline, Berkley , Mi. 48072.

MOKELUMNE IDLL, CALIF. COVERS
WANTED: by Mok Hill en th us ias t . Stamp­
less, stamped, and express covers, includ­
ing straight line cancels, need ed to and
from Mok Hill up to 1865. P Is. send ma ­
terial, registered, wi th your price to Dr.
Judah Landes, 881 Seal e Ave., Palo Alto,
CALIF. 94M3 .
----------------
YOUR AD HERE

At 50c a line. Send with payment

to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker­

bocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio

44140. Next deadline June 15.

102
~~~~I~
Jiil! Borrow with confidence I .

.~ In any eme rge ncy, borrow ~
fA) the money you need at ~

I,Edelman's. Use yo ur collec- I·M tion as collateral and still
retain complete owne rship,

rN. At Edelma n's, you can ~
1&tJ obtain quick, confidential ~

~
. . -. loans fo r an y amount up is

~
': to 80 % of the value of 'flJ
~ your properties - from t:i

. SSO to S50,000 and more . ~
~ ~rite toda y for fur ther rN.
~ informat ion , •

I SdelmllH Jsl.
~ 301 Old York Road rN.
:§ill Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 1M!
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
JUNE TO NOVEMBER, 1870: 10c RATE TO NEW ZEALAND
On covers to foreign destinations, the lOri 1869 stamp sometim es paid what

is called the ' "blanket" rate of 10ri per half ounce. This rate was enacted by
Congress in 1864, to apply to correspondence from the U.S. to any nation with
which the U.S. did not have a postal treaty, but to which there was regular
ma il carri age. The most commonly seen examples of th is rate, with l0ri 1869
stamps, are covers to France dur ing 1870- after the treaty with F rance had
expired.

Th e blanket rate was established by Section 8 of the Act of Congress
effective July 1, 1864, and cont inued in effect all the way up to the Universal
Postal Union. This particular section has been widely par aphrased in previou s
writings, but for the record we quote it here in full:

The uniform ra te of United Sta tes postage, without re fere nce to di stance,
upon letters and othe r mailable mat ter addressed to or received from for eign
countries, wh cn forwarded from or received in th c Uni ted Stat es by steamsh ips or
other vessels regularly em ployed in th c transportation of the mails, shall be as
follo ws, oiz.: tcn cents pcr single rate of half an ou nce or u nder, on lett ers : two
cen ts each on newspap ers: and thc esta blished dom estic ra tes on pamph lets. periodi ­
cals. and o ther articles of pr int ed matter; which postagc shall be prepaid on matter
sent. and coll ected on matter received : Prouided, always, That th ese rates shall
no t apply to letters or other mailable matter , addressed to or received fr om any
foreign pl ace or coun try to and from which d ifferen t rates of pos tage have be en
or shall be esta blished by international postal conve ntion or arrangement al ready
concluded or h ereafter to be made.t

Note the clause to the effect that the rate applied only to mail carried by
ships "regularly employed in the transportation of the mails," and note the
closing section to the effect that the lOri rate applied only to correspondence
with non-treaty nations. As it happened , both these provisos were to affect
the postal rate on direct service between the United States and New Zealand
in 1870. And as a consequence, the lOri blanket rate was available for only six
months.

As the U.S. transcontinental railroad neared completion, merchants and
politic ians in New Zealand perceived the benefit that would accrue from a
steamship line connectin g San Francisco with New Zealand. According to
Howard Robin son: "E. W. Stafford , the Prime Mini ster of New Zealand , was
certain that this route would soon be a great comme rcial highway for com­
merce with Europe, because of the rapid crossing of North America by rail,
and the use of the fast Cunard steamers on the Atlantic.T' In 1869, a committee
in the New Zealand House of Representatives reported that the San Francisco
route would be quicker than any other route to England. "Mail could reach
San Francisco in three weeks, cross the United States in six days , and take
nine or ten more to cross the Atlantic. Allowing two days for stoppages at
Tahiti and Hawaii, the mail should take less than 40 days."3 A contract was
dul y executed between the New Zealand Postmaster-General (Julius Vogel,
wh o was subsequently Prime Minister ) and an American promoter named
Hayden Hezekiah Hall, who was U.S. Consul General in Sydney. Hall owned
no ships , but leased some steame rs which had been plying the Australian coast.
By June 1870, just one year after the U.S. tr anscontinental railroad had gone
into operation, the Hall Line had assembled ships enough to connect the
railhead at San Francisco with the distant colonies in the ' South Pacific. The
plan was for monthly service between San Francisco and Sydney, with stops
at Honolulu and Auckland.

The following announcement, dated May 27, 1870, and signed by Joseph
Blackfan, superintendent of U.S. foreign mails, appeared in the pages of the
United States Mail and Post Office AssiStant :4
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Corresponden ce for Ne w Zea land, New South Wales or Aust ralia, may be
forwarded to destinat ion , via San Fra ncisco, by th e d irect line of Colonia l mail
packets appoin ted to sa il fr om San Francisco on the 10th of each month, com ­
men cing on th e 10th of June next.

The follo wi ng ra tes of Uni ted Sta tes postage must be prepaid by stam ps, a t
the mailin g office, on letters, newspapers and pri n ted matter in tended for trans­
portat ion by thi s rou te, viz.:

10 cents, per each single ra te of half an ounce or under. on lett ers ; 2 cents
each on newspapers, and the regular ra tes of U.S. domes tic postage on other articles
of printed matter.

By order of the Postmaster General.

Sharp-eyed readers will note that the phraseology in the th ird paragraph
of the official U.S. Mail announcement is virt ually identical to the rat e informa­
tion given in th e Act of July 1, 1864, quoted above. The announcement was
simply an official acknowledgem ent that th e terms of th e 1864 act had been
complied wi th . Regular sailings to New Zealand havin g been assured, via "the
di rect line of Colonial mail packets appointed to sail from San Fran cisco on
the 10th of ea ch month ," th e 10¢ ra te we nt into effect.

However, this rate wa s clearly intended to be no more than temporary .
Negotiations we re already underway on a postal treaty betw een the Unite d
States and New Zea land. This treaty wa s signed at W ellingto n on August 3,
1870, and subseq ue ntly at W ashington on October 5. The treaty went int o
effec t on D ecember 1, 1870. Among other things, it called for a ra te of 12¢
per half ounce ." The 12¢ rate remain ed in effect up to the Universal Postal
Union ," though it may in fact not have been continuously available, since the
H all Line collapsed in 1871 and efforts to reviv e the service were only fitfully
successful."

Figure l. The short·llved 10c rate from Ihe U.S. 10 New Zealand, here shown on a double-raled whiling cove r
from New Bedford to Bay of Islands, The 10c "blanket" rale was available 10 New Zealand only between
May 27 and December I, I B70. The New Bedford circular date siamI' on Ihis cover reads "JUN 28" and New
Zealand backstamps conf irm 1870 use .

Of course, once the treaty with New Zealand went into effec t, the 10¢
blanket ra te no longer appli ed. Only six crossings could have b een mad e to
New Zealand on the H all line at the 1O¢ rate: the sailings from San Fran cisco
on Ju ne 10, July 10, August 10, September 10, Oc tober 10 and November
10, 1870.

Th e cov er shown as Fi gure 1 shows th is short-lived 1O¢ rate. The cover
is double-rated, an d bears a black "NEW BEDFORD MASS. JU N 28" circular
date stam p. The pair of lOti 1869 stamps is just tied by two strike s of a heavy
black four-wedge killer that has been seen on other covers from New Bedford
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during this period. The cover comes from a whaling correspondence ("Mr.
Manuel Castane, on board Barque Eliza" ) that yielded a number of interesting
1869 covers to various Pacific ports of call. Th e cove r is routed "via San Fran­
cisco" and on the back bears two New Zealand receiving stamps , one showing
August 14, 1870, the other showing August 18, 1870. An offset of one of these
backstamps appears on the left front of the cover , in which "NEW ZEALAND"
and "1870" are legible, if the cover is held to a mirror. This cover must -ha ve
been carried on the July 10, 1870, sailing from San Francisco.

So far, th is is the only cover your Period Editor has seen, showing the
short-lived 10<1 rate to New Zealand paid by 1869 stamps. (The 10<1 blanket
ra te continued to apply to covers to the Australian colonies, after the treaty
with New Zealand went into effect, so these are more frequently seen.) Many
more 10<1 covers to New Zealand presumably exist, perhaps unre cognized for
what they are. Such covers would date from the appropriate months of 1870.
Th ey would bear 10¢ in postage (or multiples of 10<1 ). They might or might
not bear San Francisco markings, but in no case could they bear London mark­
ings , since they were not routed via England. It seems a likely possibility­
though not provable at this point-that these covers pass ed through the hands
of the British consul at San Francisco." Your editor would be very happy to
examine other covers showing this 10¢ rate, with a view toward doing a more
comprehensive write-up at some point in the future.

Footnotes
I. 13 U.S. Statutes at Large, 337. I am ind ebted to Charles J. Starnes for calling this cit a ­

tion to m y atten tion. and for addit iona l help in sha p ing this write-up.
2. Howard Robinson ; Carrying Brit ish Mails Overseas, New Yor k Un ivers ity Press, 1964.

p~ 213. Most of th e background infor ma tion in this paragraph is taken from R ob inson 's
worthy and interesting book.

3. [bid , page 213.
4. Uni ted States Mail and Post Office Assistant. June 1870, page 2.
5. 16 U 'S, Statutes at Large, 1121-1123. T he treaty is also su mmarized in th e Nove mber

1870 issue of United States Mail and Post Office AHistant, page 2.
6. George E. Hargest; History of Le tter Post Communication Between the United Stat es

and Europe, [ 845-1875, Smit hson ian Institu tion Press. 1971, page 220.
7. Rob inson , op . cit., pages 214-215. Need less to say, serv ice via the Bri tish mails contin ued

througho ut this pe riod . a t various ra tes via various routes, a ll of which are described in the
ra te cha rt in Hargesr's book (note 6).

8. Robson Lo we, p ublisher, The Encyclopaedia of Britis h Empire Postage Stam ps, Volume
V, pa ge 732.
BEER BREAK
N ote from th e Period Editor: The author of th is charming con fessional is an old-tim e

collector (and mem ber of our Society) who prefers to rem ain anonymous.
Years ago, I was responsible for an error th at deserves correction. I bought

the cover shown as Figure 2 in the fall of 1930, and exhibite d it in March 1932
at the Waterbury, Connecticut, stamp club, as part of my collection of 3¢
1869 covers showing fancy cancellations. The date on the cancel is not clear.
but seems to say DEC 28, From the evidence of other covers, we know that
the year is 1869. The 3¢ 1869 stamp is well tied by the handle of the well­
known Waterbury beer mug , but, as the photo shows all too well, the body of
the mug is not well struck.

When the Waterbury stamp club decided to publish th e Waterbury check
list,' they invited me (and other collectors) to make tracings of our Waterbury
markings. At the time, I was living in the foothills of the Adirondacks , in a
very isolated mining town , and had no access to photographic facilities. I mad e
the tracings longhand, and one of the results became a variety of Waterbury
beer mug that never in fact existed.

F igure 3 shows a copy of my original faulty tracing. Note that the black
vertical bars connect with the black upper portion of th e mug. When I did
my tracing, I just guessed that this was the case, from the poor strike I was
working with. Th e bad tracin g is listed as Type 71 in the Waterbury check list,
and the error was picked up (as type V-3) in the Postal Markings handbook
published in 1940.2 Such a Waterbury marking is entirely imaginary . Anyone
who might own a copy of this strike can be sure that what he has is an example
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Fig ure 2. December 21 (?) ;169-3c 1169 tied by a less·than.,.erfect strike of the Waterbury b... mug . this coyer
was the lOurce of the bad. truing shown in Figure 3.

~ ..

Figure 3. The bed tracing,...bJeck rectangular
bars connect the bl ack upper part of the
mug . This strike neve' existed .

Figure 4. The real Waterbury be.r mug. The
vertical ban do not io in the upper pa,t of
the mug .

of art imitating art. The real Waterbury beer mug, shown in a good clear str ike
on the 3¢- 1869 stamp in Fi gure 4, has bold black rectangles that do not conn ect
with the black upper part of the mu g. Thi s marking is properly record ed as
Type 64 in th e W aterbury check list ' and as Type V-2 in the Postal Marki ngs
handbook.

The lesson here, for future generations of phil at elists, is that tracings are
never a substitute for the real th ing. Especially when we're dealin g with com­
plex and subtly distinctive postal mark ings. a good photograph of a solid on­
cover strike is th e only definitive record.

Footnotes
I. John W. Hill an d th e W aterburv Cance llat ions : A Check List , published 'by th e Mat ­

tatuck H istorical Socie ty, Waterbury , Connecticut, 1938.
2. T he Cancellations of W at erbu ry (Connecticut] 1865· /890, Mannel H ahn . ed i tor ; pub ­

lish ed as Postal Markings H andbook # 3, Ch icago, 1940.
LARGE 1869 MULTIPLES: CORRECTIONS AND REVISIONS
In Chronicle 81, in which thi s 1869 section first made its appeara nce, your

Period Editor declared his inad equ acies and called on the help of other 1869
collectors, to fill in th e areas where he is not knowledgeab le. Such assistance
has come forth , and to thos e who have provided it, heartiest th anks . Their help
enriches th e record; it also und erscores your editor's deficiencies.
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Specifically, in Chronicle 84, thi s section illustrat ed a block of nine of the
12¢ 1869 stamp, described as "the largest multiple known to your Period Editor."
Route agent Millard Mack, whose interest in the 1869 stamps goes back more
than two decades, amiably pointed out no fewer than three large 12¢ 1869
multiples your editor was unaware of. Th ese are two blocks of 12 and an imprin t
block of nin e. Th e blocks of 12 were both in the collection of P. G. Rust,
auctioned by H. R. Harmer on November 26, 1956. In th is sale a very- nice
unus ed vertical block (3x4 ), describ ed as original gum with slight reinforce­
ment, sold for $420; and a used horiz ontal block (4x3) , designs cut in and
described as having "slight faults ," sold for $77.50. Mr. Mack's third citation
was an off-center bottom impri nt block of nin e (3x3) described as o.g., from
the collection of Dr. Tello D'Apery, sold at auction by). & H. Stolow on June
2, 1954. Unfortunately, we do not have a price realize for this piece, though
it then cataloged $252.50 and the auctioneer's estima te was $185.

In Chronicle 83, we made reference to a complet e shee t of 150 of the 3¢
1869 stamp, from position 26R, and said "at least one other 26R sheet also
exists." John Birkinbine II , whose association with the 1869 stamps also goes
back many yea rs, in an equally amiable letter , pointed out that to his good
knowledge four or possibly five such shee ts exist. We are happy to add this
information to the record. In this same brief write-up, your editor also men­
tioned a square block of 16 of the 6¢ 1869, calling it the largest known multiple
of this stamp. That appe llation (so far as your editor knows ) may be technically
true, but it is not the whole truth, since at least one other block of 16 exists.
This one was illustrated in color in the cata log for a sale held by Roger Koerber
on September 13-14, 1974. The block was withdrawn, so no price was reali zed .
However , your editor understand s that this piece will shortly be offered again,
this time with a Foundat ion certificate.

Mr. Birkinbine also suggested-and your Period Editor entirely agrees­
that _the concept of "largest known multiple" contain s a built-in tim e-bomb,
because large multiples, over time, tend to spawn smaller ones. Thus, what
was the largest known multiple in 1945 may have given birth to qu adruplets
a gen eration later . Such inexorable dimi nishment makes considerati on of large
multiples, in an enduri ng documen t of record such as this Chronicle , a seem ingly
futil e task. Unless your Period Editor hears to th e contrary from rea ders of
this section, he will reluctantly refrain from wr iting further about them.
1869 NOTES

• For an up coming article, your Period Editor would like to examine any covers
bearing both the 1O¢ 1869 stamp and the Hiogo do uble-circle cancellation. Your
editor has photographic evidence of the existence of four such covers, but has
neve r seen any of them with his naked eyes . Can someone help ?
''THE U.S. MAIL POST OFFICE ASSISTANT"
Comp le te re print of the years 1860- 1872 in 2 vo lumes, pag e size 12x I8" - a ll de luxe , al l numbered,in slipcase $125_00

300 copies are now being printe d, of which over 225 w ere sold be fo re prin ting . 8etter orde r you r
" t reasury of U.S. rate , and postal informat ion" t ruly un known he retofo re w hi le it is still avail able at
publ ish er ' s price .

OTHER COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO BOOKS STILL AVAILABLE:
Regular Deluxe

"New York Foreign Mails"
by Morrison Waud & Arthur Van Vlissingen . .__ 17.50 sold ou t

"Chicago Posta l History"
ed ited by Dr. Harvey Karlen __. . 1'7.50 22 .50

"Franks of the Weste rn Expresses"
by Mel Natha n 17.50 22 .50

"The United States 1869 Issue-an Essay-Proof History"
by Fred P. Schue ren ._. _.. 17 .50 sold out

ALL POSTPAID IN THE U.S.A .

THE COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO
1029 NORTH DEARBORN ST. CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60610
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
THE Sc TAYLOR
JEREMY WILSON

From th e time th e 5 r1- Taylor appeared in 1875 down to th e present, col­
lectors and non -collectors alike have criticized this adhesive for a variety of
reasons. The stamp has been faulted for its color and design; lack in appropria te­
ness as an adhesive designed for international mail usage; and lack of orig inality.

It is not my purpose as a student of th is stamp to argue with any or all of
these ob jec tions which are who lly subjective. Beauty in stamps, like anything
else, lies in th e eyes of the beholder. Rather, allow me to point out several
reasons wh y the 5r1- Taylor is not only exceptionally interesting , but also a
distinctive stamp.

The 5 r1- Taylor , to th e best of my knowled ge, was the first United States
postal issue intended to meet the precise requirements of a multinat ional treaty :
namely, th e Universal Postal Union. Secondly, the stamp was planned, designed,
printed, and distributed in less than sixty days in order to be available for
its firs t day of official use on Jul y 1, 1875, when th e Universal Postal Union
Treaty became effective. Lastly, th e stamp bore a full face portrait of General
Zachary Taylor , who was a hero in the estimation of many Americans, both
North and South, who lived in the post-Civil W ar period when sectional
animosities sti ll ran high.

So how did the 5r1- Taylor come abo ut? The need for it surfaced whe n
th e General Pos ta l Union Treaty was signe d in Bern e, Switzerl and, on October
9, 1874, by the repres en tatives of twenty-one countries. As is well-known, th e
General Postal Union Treaty (known as the Universal Postal Un ion after
1878 ) provided for an international mail rate of 25 centimes whi ch corresponded
to 5 American cents or 2~ British pence. Th e nickel rate established by th e
Gen eral Postal Union remained effective until November 1, 1953, wh en infla­
tion made it obso lete. In the fiscal climate of a century ago when a nickel
was worth a nickel, the 5¢ int ernational mail rate managed to survive for an
incredibly long period of time: 78 yearsl

Figure 1. Vignehe from tobacco st.mp.
(Not used).
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The United States Congress did not ratify the General Postal Union Treaty
until May 3, 1875, which explains, in part, why the 51$ Taylor was such a
hurried production: less than two months remained for the Continental Bank
Note Company to make a 51$ stamp available for the day the new rate would
become effective on July 1. The question, then, was not whose portrait would
appear on the new 51$ stamp, but rather how to .get it manufactured and dis­
tributed in time to meet the July 1 deadline. The Continental Bank Note
Company answered this question by simply lifting the frame from the current
101$ regular postage stamp and adding the vignette from the portrait of Taylor
on a revenue stamp used to collect the federal excise tax on snuff (Figure 2).
The tardy ratification of the General Postal Union Treaty by Congress made
it impossible for the Continental Bank Note Company to prepare new dies on
such short notice. The fact that little time was spent by the Continental in
preparing the new stamp design is borne out by Clarence Brazer in his Essays
for Adhesive Postage Stamps of the u.s. in which both essays of the 51$ stamp
were simply portraits of Taylor from the snuff stamp surrounded by ornate
frames. M. Jack Reinhard offered the theory that "possibly the Continental
did not want to spend too much time working on a stamp design which might
not be used, or a rate which might not be approved."2 It is interesting to note
that the Continental Bank Note Company had another portrait of Taylor avail­
able from a tobacco revenue stamp of the period (Figure 1, & 2, center), but it
was clearly inferior in execution to the snuff stamp vignette, and therefore not
considered.

Figura 2. Vigna"" from anuH "'ampa .. uud and vlgna"a from tobacco atamp not uaad.

Logically speaking, the Continental Bank Note Company should have
engraved a new frame and left profile of Taylor to match the rest of the regular
postage series. The Director of the Mint owned a left profile portrait of Taylor
in the form of a medal awarded the Mexican War General by Congress in
1842, but there is reason to believe that the medal was not in official hands
when the Continental needed it the most (see Times report quoted below).
Evidence from newspapers suggests that the Mint had earlier forwarded the
medal bearing Taylor's left profile portrait to the stamped envelope contractors
in Hartford who, in tum, were preparing a 51$ envelope scheduled to appear
the same day as the stamp. Since the medal was probably not currently available
to the Continental-Bank Note Company, reliance was made, instead, upon the
snuff stamp portrait of Taylor.
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Notwithstanding the production problems surrounding the stamp, col­
lectors and noncollectors have persistently objected to the use of Taylor's
vignette on a stamp intended primarily for international mail use. In comparison
with the other more famous people portrayed on the 1870 Banknote Series like
Lincoln, Jefferson~ - and Washington, General Taylor was certainly less known
to foreigners, and therefore inappropriate. Let it be pointed out, however, that
the Post Office Department and Bank Note Companies in the last century
paid little attention to the esthetic qualities of our stamps. Postage stamps were
issued solely for the purpose of prepaying postage, not for educating people
about famous Americans: hence there was little concern for whose portrait would
grace the new stamp.

If Taylor was not as famous as other people pictured on the regular postage
stamp series of 1870, it should be noted that he was more popular then than
now. Only a generation earlier, General Taylor emerged a true military hero
from the Mexican War. In 1848 he was elected President and served ably for
eighteen months before dying suddenly in office. Historians today concede that
Taylor was the strongest president of this country between Jackson and Lincoln.
Although Virginia-born and a slave-holder, General Taylor remained steadfastly
loyal to the Union and the Constitution. General Taylor was an appealing
figure to Americans living in 1875 when scandal after scandal rocked the Grant
administration. Northerners viewed General Taylor as a Virginia-born president
who had protected the integrity of the Government and -the Constitution from
the rising encroachments of pro-slavery politicians. Southerners found in Gen­
eral Taylor an authentic military hero who was never defeated in battle during
the Mexican War.

From the Congressional Quarterly of 1875, we gather how popular General
Taylor was. In that year, R. C. McCormick, a Congressman from Arizona, pro­
posed that Congress appropriate money to erect a statue in Washington honor­
ing Taylor." A year earlier former Union General John Crittenden had made a
speech in Pittsburgh praising his former Mexican War commander in ex­
travagant terms: "He is a man you can not buy, a man you can not sell , a man
you can not scare, and a man who never surrenders.":' Former Confederate
generals echoed similar profuse and extravagant enconiums of the former Mexi­
can War general.

Contemporary newspapers shed further light upon why Taylor's portrait
was adopted for the stamp to prepay the international mail rate. The New York
Times of April 3, 1882,5 devoted some space to the unpopular Taylor stamp
which was then about to be superseded by the 5(1 Garfield issue:

The rates for the international postage had been decided upon as 5¢, the United
States series of postage stamps had not such a value. Mr. Jewell, the Postmaster
General at the time. suggested to President Grant the propriety of having his por­
trait on the new stamp of the required value. General Grant did not agree with
his cabinet officer. Finally he suggested that if Mr. Jewell would insist upon con­
sulting his wishes. he (General Grant) would be well pleased if the portrait of old
lack Taylor. with whom he served in the Mexican War. would be used on the new
stamp. Instead of instructing the then contractors to prepare a portrait of General
Taylor which would be in harmony with the other stamps of the series, Mr. Jewell
found in the Bureau of Engravinll and Printing, a portrait of Taylor, which had
been used on the old tobacco stnp series . This portrait was transmogrified into
the 5¢ stamp. It was badly engraved and of a wretched color.

In Tiffany's 1887.History of the Postage Stamps of the U. S., that article
was cited at some length." Later, Lester Brookman recalled the same story in
his chapter on the Continental issue of the 5(1 Taylor, but could not pinpoint
the source." No further evidence is known to corroborate this Grant story; it
may well be apocryphal. Notwithstanding his fame as a Civil War general,
there is no evidence that Grant ever had any interest in postage stamps, their
designs, or their esthetic qualities.

Another controversy surrounding the 5¢ Taylor is simply, "When was it
first issued?" The 5¢ rate did not become effective until July 1, 1875. Both
Scott's Specialized U. S. Catalog and Brookman's exhaustive work separately
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note the earliest recorded use as Jun e 21, 1875. I have never seen so early a
cover, but its existence seems entirely possible in view of oth er known facts .
Even though the contra ctor had such a short time for manufacturing th e 5ri
stamp from scra tch, the first press runs apparently were printed and in the
hands of the Stamp Agent in New York ready for distribution to post offices
as early as mid-June 1875. Th is possibility is at least partially ind icated by an
unsigned news stor y in the New York Times of June 11, 1875;8

T he Post Office Department has adopted a des ign to be used on the sta mped
enve lopes for th e new foreign 5¢ postage. T he [adhesive] sta mp bears a fro n t face
likeness of Gen . Taylor , while the [sta mp ed] env elo pes will bear a profile view
fro m a portrait of the Gen eral taken from a medal voted him by Congress in 1842
which is now in the possession of Dr. Lunderman, Director of th e MinI. The
stamps an d enve lopes will be ready for issue on the firs t of J uly.

Note the reporter's wording: "The stamp bears"; "the envelope will bear."
Taken literally, his choice of word s indicat es that he had actually seen the ad­
hesive, but that the envelopes were not yet available for him to see . We cannot
be certain tha t he had seen the adhesive, of course, but it seems a fair surmise.
It is also significant that this newspaper announcement appeared 10 days
before the Post Office Department sent out a circular announcing the new
foreign mail rate and describing the new 5ri stamp . Th ere is a very real prob­
ability that the Stamp Agent or the Continental Banknote Company sent to the
Times "for the record" _what today would be called a news release or handout.

Figure 3. Doub le Irenlfer, meln ly In "Five Cenh" (5.).

Examination of the New York Times Index for th e 1870-1880 decade dis­
closes a succession of news stories indicating a working relationship between
postal authorities and the news side of the Times. Also evide nt is the continu­
ing news interes t of the paper in the mail service. postage rate s. mail handling,
and other matters of direct concern to those readers in the many New York
banks and mercantile houses engaged in foreign trad e and fina nce.

Th e June 21, 1875 "first day" use of the stamp corresponds- probably by
mere coincidence-with the date of a Post Office Dep artment circular from
the Third Assistant Postmaster General announcing the internationa l mail rate
to take effec t 10 days later :"

Washington , D.C..
June 21st , 1875

T he Depart ment is p repared to commence the issue of postage stamps of the
denomina tion of five (5) cents to meet th e new rate of post age; und er th e treat y
of Bern e, to th e following countries, viz:

[Listl
The new five cen t stamp is designed (rom a bu st of Gen. Zach ary Taylor in

fu ll face, and printed in dark blue color. T he cha nges in forei gn postages will
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render unnecessary th e further use of the 7, 12 and 24 cent stam ps, and the y will
be accordingly di scontinued .

In order to avoid th e liabili ty to mistake caused by the near sim ila rity in
color between the two cent and ten cen t stamp , th e former will in futu re be
prin ted in vermill ion , th e color of the di scontinued seven cent stamp . . . ."

The Ju ne 21 circular did not specifically prohibit sale of the 5¢ stamp
prior to Jul y 1. Quite probably the June 21 cover exists because some post
office beat the gun. Certain pre-U .P.U. foreign postage rates include d multiples
of 5¢ ; that denomination could th erefore be put to use by mail ers even before
July 1. The Postm aster General's A nnual Rep ort for fisca l 1875 stated th at 363,180
copies of th e Taylor ha d been delivered to postmasters pri or to June 30, 1875.
It is therefore likely th at some of these were in ma ilers' hands prior to the ef­
fective date of th e rate. Luff noted that the stamp was illustrat ed and describ ed
as "come to hand" in th e American Journal of Philat ely for June 20, 1875 (page
90).10 If an y other pre-July 1 uses are known, the author is unaware of them
and would appreciate learning of them. Also, if any of our readers have any
Taylor copies with June or Jul y dates, it might pay to check them for year
of use.

Flgur. 4. lIIu.tr.tion
of low .pot. in pl.t.

on right .id. of .tamp.

Like the other denominations of the Banknote series, the Taylor measures
20 x 25 mm and was pr inted from plates of 200 subjects. In all , Continental
Banknote Company prepared six 200-subject plates of th e Taylor: Numbers
243, 244, 247, 248, 284, and 306. Wh en the stamp printing contract was shifted
to th e American Banknote Company in February 1879, the firm prepared four
plates for the Taylor: Numbers 325, 326, 379, and 380. Wh ether American
printed an y Taylors from Continental plates is unknown, and will remain so
until and unless a sheet margin copy on American soft paper bearing a Con ­
tinental imprint or plate number is some day unearthed.

No imprint blocks of the Continental Taylor are known to the author­
indeed Scott's Sp ecialized does not even list th em. A few imprint blocks show­
ing Ameri can Banknote origin are known to exist , and are expectedly very rare.

Despite its hurried preparation and relatively long period of active use
stretching from 1875 to 1882, the Ta ylor stamp is comparatively free of major
pl ate flaws. Of the plat e varieties record ed , all occur on Continental printings.
The fir st is th e double transfer vari ety (F igure 3); the transfer is noticeable
at th e bottom of th e stamp und er th e num eral of value, and bits of color show
throughout the letters in FIVE CENTS.

A better known but scarce variety is the cracked plate, of which Brookman
states that it "extends vertically through four stamps and just touches the fifth
stamp." Th e crack is prominent.

A third major vari ety consists of a vague line to the lower right of the
stamp. It is fairly common and is recognized as having originated with a low
spot on th e original plat e. It is also found on plate proofs ( Figure 4).
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Figure 5. lIIustretion
of pelur. per.er (on

right) vs. regu .r p.p.r.

Besides the three major plate varieties, many guidelines can . be faintly
discerned close to the top, bottom, and side margins. Most of these occur on
American printings. Many trivial flyspeck varieties caus ed by dust and oth er
imp ermanent accide nta l foreign matter on the printing plates can be found on
both the Continental and American printings. Other trivial varieti es such as
plate scratches, minor printing shifts, worn plates, and fingerprint smears
are noted.

Figure 6. U.. to Cub•.

The exact number of Taylors printed can be determined .from th e annual
listings in the Third Assistant Postmaster General's Reports (included in the
Postmaster General's Annual Reports ).11 Th ese show that Continental delivered
a total of 39,022,960 5c1- Taylor stamps to the Stamp Agent between 1875 and
1879 while American delivered 46,377,680 between 1879 and the spring of
1882, when the Garf ield stamp was introdu ced to replace the Taylor.

Th e easiest way to distinguish between the two banknote company print­
ings is by holding copies up to the light. The American printings are on a soft
paper which is mu ch less translucent than th e hard wove pap er used by Con­
tinental. An intermediate paper was also used prob ably aro und 1878 by Con ­
tinenta l apparently trying to improve the qu alit y of the impression of its
stamps which were being criticized by the Post Office Dep artm ent. Besides
the two major types of paper there are, however, a few other kinds of paper
in the picture. Cont inental made some expe rimental print ings on silk and laid
papers; these are known only used. A pelure pape r variety is also noted alon g
with the othe rs; it probably was made by Continental ( Figure 5 ).
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flgur. 7. U.. to
Glbon, Afri...

As noted in Scott's Sp ecialized, Continental also printed the Taylor in an
experimental J Grill, measuring 7 x 9~mm or 10 x 12 points. An end roller
variety likewise exists. The grilled stamp was never issued, and should be con­
sidered an experimenta l essay . The strong impression of that grill often broke
th rough the pape r; it is not surprising that the Post Office Department decid ed
against using it .

fl gur. 9. Us. to foo
Chow. Chlnl.

, ,

il flgur. 8. Us. to
Conlt.ntinopl., Turkey .
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Figure 10. Suppl.
mentary use to Landon.

The most frequent use of the Taylor was a single copy prepaying a letter
addressed to a U.P.U. foreign ,country. (Examples to Cuba, West Africa, Tur­
key and China are shown as Figures 6, 7,8, and 9) . Of letters with two Taylors,
a considerable proportion were sent by the Supplementary Mail rate, which
required double postage to prepay mail posted after the closing hour for a
specified ship or train. Last minute mailers in New York had to take their
letters to the dock from which the ship would sail. A post office clerk was on
duty there to accept and postmark mail until just before the hawsers were
cast off (Figure 10). If a cover carries three or four Taylors, this usually indi­
cates that it is a registered letter to an overseas addressee. A fine block of 4
with a Supplementary Mail Cancellation in red is illustrated in Figure 11. One
interesting foreign use result ed from the U. S. Postal Agency at Shanghai
maintaining a stock of stamps for eastbound mail (Figure 12). Taylors on
letters from Japan also are noted in Scott's Specialized.

flgu.. 11. Block of four with lupplementlry min clncenatlon
In red.

Two singles or a pair of Taylors are not infrequently found on registered
lett ers, along with either a 3¢ Green adhesive or stamped envelope' paying the
domestic rate. Most such registered covers originated from small town post of­
fices which did not have a stock of the higher values of Banknote stamps (Fig­
ure 13). Interesting combinations of the Taylor with other stamps occur on
some domestic registered covers. One example is a Stoneham, Massachusetts,
cover bearing a 2¢, 5¢, and 6¢ stamp to prepay the 13¢ total required
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Flgur. 12. U. S. Poltel
Ag. n. y us. from

Shenghel.

Flgu•• 13. Pei. of S.
Teylo. w ilh 3e-<1secl
for , egl . I• •ecI meil.

~.

:r',

c;»:
•

~~:~':':I~' :: :~312~
fa • •eg i.le•• d meil,....

( Figure 14). Another domestic use occasionally seen is to prepay the 5r1
periodical rate; it can occasionally be found on wrappers.

The 5r1 Taylor was issued shortly afte r the Post Office Department decided
to eliminate locally designed cancellations in favor of more un iform-and lack­
luster- killers. Consequently this stamp received fewer of the fancy types
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Flgu•• 15. C.n.ln.llons on 5. lo "lo.s.

which are relatively plentiful on the contemporary 1¢, 2¢, and 3¢ denomina­
tions. Of the more than 130 New York Foreign Mail Cancels noted by Waud
and Van Vlissingen.P while 40 types are known in use after June 21, 1875,
the 5¢ Continental Taylor is found with only a very limited number of these
NYFM markings. No examples are known on the 5¢ soft paper Taylor. New
Orleans also used a variety of geometric ' and other fancy cancellations on the
Taylor. Figures 15 and 16 illustrate some of the cancellations found on the 5¢
Taylor.

Flguro 16. Cone.n. l ions on 5. ,."Iorl.

Ill]
Collectors so minded will doubtless continue to regard the 5¢ Taylor as

a stepchild within " the Banknote family. Nonetheless many other collectors,
including this author, consider it a particularly interesting stamp and treasure
their specialized collections of both the Continental and American printings.
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In his nomination speech in 1848 General Taylor stated: "I have no private
purposes to accomplish, no party projects to build up, no enemies to punish,
nothing to serve but my country."13 Even though the Taylor was highly
unpopular by the time in 1882 when it was phased out of use, this adhesive
faithfully fulfilled the purpose for which it was issued.

Zachary Taylor probably would have been well pleased knowing that his
portrait went to every comer of the world in serving his country as the first
United States postage stamp to prepay the U.P.U. international rate.
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WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything
in 19th and early 20th Century
covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual
U.S. & B.N.A. stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR
WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
101 Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
lIS
A.P.S.
C.S.A.

U.S.C.C.

We Specialize In The Following:

Choice u.s. Stamps

Fancy Cancels

Early U.S. Covers

WHAT oo YOU NEED? ASK FOR

A SELECTION ON APPROVAL. WE

ALSO BUY AND WOULD LIKE TO

HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE

STAMPS OR COV ERS TO SELL.

u.s. PHILATELICS CO.
Box 09250 A

Chicago , lIIinol. B
60609
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(I) Audion Realizations
On Jan. 29, 1975 the Robert A. Siegel 464th Sale featured 25 lots of railroad

material combining lots from the Remele period and Towle-Meyer period.
Results were mixed and somewhat difficult to understand.

In the later period some very strong prices resulted. A lot consisting of a
Crooks & Devils Lake R.P.O. and Long Pine & White R. P.O., both with US
210, sold for $85-probably due to the territorial status. An O. to C. Un. Pacific
R.R. (932-D-3) sold for a respectable $35. Another territorial lot consisting of
Tracy & Pierre Agt. and Tracy & Volga Agt. (866-D-1, 866-E-1) sold for $32.50.
A Sl. Eye & Watertown Agt .- listed as not in Towle-Meyer-sold for a strong
$55, although listed in Chronicle 68 as 866-1-1.

Remele period results were mixed with some items moving at bargain
prices and others very strong. A V irginia Central R.R. (V-3b) with clear strike
of a rare marking brought $125.. A rather worn cover with clear strike of
Indianapolis & Bellefontaine R.R. (1-3 ) brought only $37.50 in spite of extreme
rarity. A N. Hav. & Bellows Falls R.R. ( N-4c ) with beautiful strike on a fine
cover brought only $50 in comparison with an example of Canal Railroad (C-1 )
with a perfect bold strike on cover front only which realized the astounding
price of $575-a new record for th is one.

The improving strength of manuscripts was demonstrated by an M. &
M.R.R. June 21, 1859, manuscript tying US 26 to cover which brought a strong
$52.50. Results of further auctions of transit marking material will be reported
when items of interest change hands.

(2) The U.S. Transit M arkings Catalog

In Chronicle 85 (pg. 51) we outlined changes in catalog policy eliminating
further listings of transit markings addenda for the Remele and Towle-Meyer
catalogs. To conclude such listings this issue contains a comprehensive index
of all addenda listings, concluding the Towle-Meyer Catalog, covering plates
1 to 37 as issued in various Chronicles from No. 56 to No. 85.

A new comprehensive catalog of U.S. Transit Markings 1837 to 1874,
authored by your section editor, will commence publication shortly as a supple­
ment to the Transit Postmark Collector issued by the Mobile Post Office Society.
This catalog will be issued serially in loose-leaf form at for binding in three­
ring binders, and supplements will be issued to keep the catalog current with
markings as recorded. The U.S. Transit Markings Catalog will list all known
transit markings except Highway Post Office-covering railway agent and
RP.O. markings , waterway agent and RP.O. markings, station markings, trolley
car RP.O. markings , and both agent and clerk transfer markings. Volume
I covering the first fifty years (1837-1886) will be issued starting in May 1975
and, through cooperation of U.S.P.C.S., will up-date both Remele and Towle­
Meyer catalogs. Volume II covering the period 1887-1974 will follow late in
1976 and will provide the first comprehensive listing of RP.O. and Transfer
markings of the period . Catalogs will list catalog number, dimensions, shape
if other than circle , color or colors, special notes , dates of use recorded, scarcity
or value factor, terminal points of routes or location of stations, mileage of
route and railroad or railroads in route. Thus the complete catalog will provide
for all markings recorded a valuable reference source that can be up-dated
and will provide a basis for local, period or type studies in detail.

For information on obtaining the U.S. Transit Markings Catalog interested
collectors should contact Ed Bergman, Membership Director, Mobile Post
Office Society, 5030 Aspen Drive, Omaha, Nebraska 68157.
Editor's Note: Publication of the comprehensive railroad markings index has
been postponed until the next issue because of space and technical problems.
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL TO HONG KONG
GEORGE E. HARGEST AND CHARLES J. STARNES

Classic covers to China from the United States have survived in relative
qu antity, preserved in the files of the grea t mercantile hou ses at Hong Kong
and Shan ghai and in family caches of private mail. Judging from what has
been offered at auctions and seen in collections, British-treaty mail accounted
for at least 90 percent of China correspondence before 1867, and for most of
the China mail up to 1875 th at was not sent via San Franci sco. A broad survey
article on the Briti sh-treaty mail s to China, including a comprehensive rate
tabulation, is readily available.' To compl ete the picture, we append herewith
a summary of U.S. rates to China by all the other mail systems.

,,

1\
I,

I

j , t

4'

Figure 1. September 7, 1864, Meadv ille , Pennlylnnia, to Hong Kong, Ihowi ng the 36c rate vi. Pruillen Clolacl
Mail, paid with • 12c s'amp and • 24< "'amp of ' he 1861 leries,

Th e Collecto rs Club of Chicago,has commenced a study of classic U.S.-China
covers," in hopes of publishing an illustrated book on the subject . Th is project
is being coordinated by Michael Laurence, our 1869 editor. A fine Prussian
Closed Mail cover , from this study, is shown as Figure 1. This cover is franked
with a 12t;t 1861 stamp and a 24t;t 1861 stamp, paying the 36t;t rate to Hong
Kong (see chart) . It was posted at Meadville, Pennsylvania; the Meadville
circular date stamp reads "SEP 7, '64." A false directive ("via San Francisco,"
partially visible at lower left ) was stricken out, and the lett er was sent to the
New York exchange office. Th ere it was first erroneously credited with 7¢
(red circular "N. YORK AM. PKT . SEP. 10 7 PAID" at lower right). Th is is
the marking that would have been applied had the letter been addressed to
a destination within the German-Austrian Postal Union. Th is handstamp was
marked , out and a red circular N. YORK AM. PKT. SEP. 10 PAID markin g
was applied, overlapping the Meadville circular date stamp. A magenta pen
manuscript credit marking of "15" was applied at the left of the cover . This
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was a credit to Prussia, derived from the treaty regulations,1I and it can be
broken down as follows :

International postage
Foreign postage (beyond GAPU)

totals

RATE
28¢
8¢

36¢

CREDIT TO PRUSSIA
7¢
8¢

15¢

Transatlantic carriage was by an Inman Line steamer (an American-contract
packet) leaving New York for Liverpool on September 10, 1864. From Liver­
pool the closed mail went British transit to Ostende and Belgian transit to
Aachen, where the closed mail bags were opened. There the letter was also
marked with the foreign postage credit-the manuscript "f 3" (in blue) at lower
left. The "meaning is "franco 3 silbergroschen,' representing a credit in the
equivalent of 8¢ for carriage from Trieste to Aden. Aachen routed the letter
through Austria to Trieste, and it was backstamped at Trieste on September
26. The Trieste office also added the black crayon manuscript one shilling
marking (it looks like a reverse N across the address) indicating one shilling
for future British collection. The mails were then closed and sent by British
packet to the Austrian exchange office at Alexandria. From there the carriage
was overland to Suez and thence to Aden , th e British exchange office. This
transit from Tri este, with exchange of mails at Aden, was defined by the terms
of the Anglo-Prussian treaty effective January 1, 1863.4 At Aden the letter
was shipped by th e British Peninsular and Ori ental Steam Navigation Company,
via Ponte de Galle and Singapore, to Hong Kong. A circular Hong Kong back­
stamp, not clear, indicates the letter reached Hong Kong sometime in November.

The one shilling due (equivalent to 24¢ ) was presumably collected on
receipt. Thus, a total 60¢ postage was paid on this letter, and the portions which
were retained by the postal organizations involved can be estimated as follow s:

Great Britain:
Territorial transit (bulk rate, 12~¢ per ounce, 0.4 ounce
letter) paid by U.S.
Mediterranean transit paid by Prussia

Aden to Hong Kong transit paid by addressee
TOTAL

Prussia:
15¢ paid by U.S., less 2¢ Belgian transit, less X

TOTAL

Belgium;
2¢ transit from Ostende to Aachen paid by Prussia

TOTAL

United States:
36¢ paid in stamps, less 15¢ Prussian credit less 5¢ British
territorial transit at bulk rate

TOTAL

TOTAL POSTAGE PAID

5¢
X

24¢
29¢ plus X

13¢ less X

2¢

16¢

60¢

Footnote.

I. G. E. Hargest , " Postal Rates Between China, Hong Kong and United States. Via
England : 1849-1875" The American Philatelist , volume 82. number 10. 871-882.

2. Chair man 's Chatt er, SO, 6.
3. G. E. Hargest, History of Letter Post Communication Between th e United Stat es and

Europe, 1845-1875, 85-92, 140-141.
4. Ibid., 141-143.
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NOTES ON THE ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR THE CARRIAGE
OF THE UNITED STATES MAILS TO EUROPE BY PACKETS

OF THE CUNARD LINE IN 1868

WALTER HUBBARD

When the 12 cent rate to Great Britain came into force on 1 January 1868,
apart from the fact that the United States Postmaster-General was restricted
by law from paying the Cunard Company more than 8 cents per ~ ounce
letter, not much is known of the terms which were agreed between them. The
following notes throw a little light into this small corner of postal history.

As Prof. George E. Har gest has written, Article II of the new U.S.-Briti sh
convention, signed in London on 18 June 1867, stated : "Each office shall make
its own arrangements for the despatch of the mails to the other office by
UNITED STATES LETTER POSTAGE RATES TO CHINA,
EXCLUSIVE OF BRITISH-TREATY MAILS

62¢-Oc tober 1852 through e April 1857

55t-J uly 1857 through December 1867

40t j7 2¢-July 1857 through January 1867
37t - Feb ru ary 1867 th rough Decem ber 1867

27t - July 1868 through June 1870
t24t- July 1870 through September 1871
23t-October 1871 through June 1875

3U-July 1868 through June 1870
27t-July 1870 through September 1871
24¢-October 1871 th rough June 1875

24¢- Marc h 1871 through Sep tem ber 1871
23r-October 1871 throug h January 1873

°20¢-February 1873 through June 1875

27¢-March 1871 through September 1871
24t -Dctobe r 1871 th rough January 1873

° 21t - Febru ary 1873 through June 1875

30¢/60¢-April 1857 through Decem ber 1869

6t- e July 1854 through e July 1855
lOt-e July 1855 through June 1863
3t-J uly 1863 throu gh June 1867

\Ot-July 1867 through June 1875

N . G. U.. closed mail via Brindisi:

No rth German Union . d irect :

Am erican Packet via San Francisco:

French:

Pr ivate shi p via San Francisco:

North German Un ion. direc t via Brindi si:

North German Uni on. closed mail :

(Rates are listed per Y2 ou nce or per \4/ Y2 ou nce.)
TO CHINA (ALL POINTS)

Prussian closed mail:

Brem en -Hamburg via Trieste:

Bremen -H amburg via Marseilles:

TO HONG KONG ONLY
Prussian closed mail : 38t- Octo ber 1852 through April 1863

36t-May 1863 through February 1867
35¢- March 1867 through December 1867

30t-J uly 1857 th rough December 1867

TO

Bremen-Hamburg:

HONG KONG AND SHANGHAI ONLY
Nor th German Union. d irec t via Br indisi : 20t-Oc to ber 1871 th rough January 1873

N. G. U.• closed mail via Br indisi: 21¢-Dctober 1871 th rough January 1873

° = prepayment optional. e =earlier tha n. t =no service Augus t through October 1870.

Editor's Note: The table herewith lists non-British-treaty postal rates from the
U.S. to China in effect between the early 1850s and the mid 1870s. Many of the
rates shown (excepting the fairl y common 30¢/60¢ French mail rates and the
1Or,i American packet rate from San Francisco) have yet to be represented in
the Chicago study. Collectors who possess covers showing needed rates are
urged to report th em to the China Study Group at the Collector's Club of
Chicago, 1029 N. Dearborn Street , Ch icago , Illinois 60610.
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well-appointed ships sailing on stated days, and shall at its own cost remunerate
the owners of such ships for the conveyance of the mails.?"

In the contract which the British Post Office made with the Cunard Com­
pany to implement, in part, their side of the above undertaking, there was a
clause which stipulated that the Cunard Company "should repay to the British
Government the sums received by them from the United States for the con­
veyance of the homeward mail on Wednesday."

The contract was for 1868 only and, by 1 January 1869, a revised one had
become effective. Although the new contract, from the Post Office's point of
view, showed a considerable improvement over the previous one , the Govern­
ment of the day subscribed to the American view that the amount of sea­
postage earned should be sufficient remuneration to the shipping companies
involved, and considered that large subsidies were no longer necessary "to
secure a regular, speedy and efficient postal service."

Early in 1869, therefore, a Select Committee was appointed to look into
the matter, and it was in evidence put forward to this Committee that the amount
received by the British Government from the Cunard Company for carrying
the American mails from New York under the 1868 contract was discussed.
In the negotiations, the British Post Office had assumed that the American
Post Office would pay to the Cunard Company the whole of the sea-postage
earned and, on that basis, had estimated that they would make a loss of £5,000
on th e year. In the event, the accounts having been credited with the amounts
received from the Cunard Company for the eastward bound mail, and the
whole of the sea-postage on the westward, the deficit amounted to the much
larger figure of £35,586. The Post Office attributed the failure of their estimate
to (1) the fact that the American Post Office had departed from their practice
of paying the .whole sea-postage and (2) to the fact that, after the calculation
had been made, a contract had been given to the Hamburg American Line,
thus reducing the proportion of the correspondence carried by the Cunard
Company.

In their Report, published in London on 31 March 1869,t the Select
Committee said that the payments made to the Cunard Company "when com­
pared with those made by the American Post Office for the homeward mails
are widely different, insomuch as the American Post Office have hitherto paid
only for actual service rendered at about half the rate of the British Post Office
when paying by the quantity of letters carried." If this statement is correct,
as the British were crediting the full sea-postage of fourpence per ~ ounce
letter, it can only mean that the United States had paid the Cunard Company
at the rate of about four cents per ~ ounce letter. .

Some support can be given to this statement from figures quoted in the
Report. In 1868, the Hamburg American Lin e had taken about one third of
the westbound mail , and if the Cunard Company had carried something over
one half of this and had received full sea -postage from the United States
Post Office, the deficit would have been reduced from £ 35,586 to a figure
very near the estimated loss of £5,000. .

But anything can be proved by statistics and, until more precise information
is available, it is probably best to let th e Report's statement stand on its own .
It is, nevertheless, interesting that for the whole of 1868, the British tax-payer,
who for some time had been unrepresented in the United States, had subsidized
the American mail from New York to Europe by the Cunard Line to the
probable extent of fifty per cent.

The attention which was drawn by this Report to the change in American
practice was undoubtedly a major cause of the "postal strike" of 1870, when
both the Cunard Company and the Inman Line (with the two German Lines
joining in for a few token .weeks) refused to carry the United States mails
to England. But that is another story and outside the scope of these notes.

References
• George E. Hargest , The Thirty-Eighth American Philatelic Congress Book (1972) . p . 96.

t Th e Times, April I. 1869.
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PlllLATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

MARITIME TRANSPORT
History of Lelle r Post Commu nication Between the U.S. and Europe

184 5-1975 by George E. Hargest, 19 7 1, 234 pages, cloth $ 75.00

A Histo ry of th e Ship Lelle rs of the British Isles by Alan W. Robe rtso n
1973, three vo lurnes in pos t bind ers , slip cases, edi tion of 100 se ts $230 .00

Encycloped ia , De La Poste -Maritime Francaise by R. Salles
Volume s 1-8, 1961 -72 , 1,90 0 pages , soft bind ing, autog raphed $180.00
Volume 9, 19 75, 54 pages , sof t b ind ing, autog ra phed $13.75

The Tran satl an tic Mail by Frank Staff
1956, 191 pag es, clot h $35.00

U.S. Waterway Packe tmarks by E. Klein cover faded $52.50
1940, 208 pages, cloth, 1942 supp., 37 pag es , card mint $75.00

Advert isements of Lower Mississippi Rive r Steamboa ts, 18 12-192 0
1959 , 100 pag es, cloth, compiled by L.V. Hube r $15 .00

LAND TRANSPORT
Handstam ps of We lls, Far go & Co., 1852- 1895 by John F. Leutzinger

1968, 273 pages, ring b inder, 1971 su pp. $ 12.50

Fran ks of the Western Express by Mel Nathan reg ed $ 17. 50
1973, 281 pages, cloth deluxe $2 2 .50

U.S. Railroad Postmarks 1837-186 1 by c: W. Remele
1958, 169 pag es, cloth $85 .00

Railroad Postma rks 1861 -1886 by Towle-Meyer
1968, 379 pages, clot h $25 .00

GENERAL TRANSPORT
The Forw ard ing Agents by Kennet h Rowe

1966, 165 pages, cloth , or igina l volu me , o ut of print $15.00
1974, 6 0 pages, cloth, supplement $5 .00

The America n Mail, Enlarger of the Common Life by Wayne E. Fuller
1972 , 3 78 pages, cloth, gene ral work but inte re sting $8.95

NEW AND IN STOCK
Pos tmark ed Ke ntucky, A Postal History of the Commo nwea lth of

Kentucky from 1792 to 1900 by Alan T. Atkins
1975, 163 pages, clot h, on ly book on the sub ject $12 .00

Waleoll Cata log of Civil Wa r Patriot ic Covers
1975 re p rint of 1935 sale, 272 pag es , cloth $24.50
Or ig inal 193 5 w ith pr ices realized $75.00

The Pana ma Route , 1838-1869 by John H. Kemble
19 72 re print of 1943 origina l, 316 pages, clot h $15.00

TO BE PUBLISHED
The Lyt le-Holdcamper Li st, Merchant Steam Vessels of the Unite d States ,

1790- 1868, circa 330 pag es , pub lica tion ex pected this Summe r,
circa $ 15.00, orders being accepted now .

Leonard H. Hartmann

Post Office Box 21397 Loui sville , Ky. 40221
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

The cover shown here was submitted quite some time ago by Douglas
Smith, RA 1305. The reason that the stamps have a slightly faded appearance
(contrary to their actual appearance) is that Doug, who made the photograph,
used a red filter in order to bring out the blue postmarks.

The postmark on the righthand stamp reads BETHANY VA. MAY 18.
That on the lefthand stamp reads GREENSBOROUGH N.C. (?) 17; the month
is not well struck up, but a faint letter seems to be N, presumably in JUN .
There is nothing on the back of the envelope and no sign that it was readdressed.
The enclosure is headed "Bethany College Va. May 15," but does not have a
year date. Howe ver, the stamps are late 1851 colors-the righthand one probably
being the experimental orange brown from lL-so that 1852 is the likely year
of use.

The chief question is: what function does the left stamp perform? Is it
an overpayment of the "Ad 1" fee? Why the overpayment? Could such fees be
paid by stamp? If the stamp does indeed pay the advertising fee, how did
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We specialize in cove rs of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages . We usually have a few Terri­
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii. We do not stock
United States stamps at all.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP CO.
45 Bromfield St. BOlton, M.... 02101
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it come to be affixe d to the envelope and why is it postmarked? If it is not
relat ed to th e advertising fee, wha t payment does it represent?
SOLUTION TO THE CASE OF THE NARROW MARGINED JUMBO
THEODORE W. DAVIS

ANSWER: Scott # 121, 1869, SOd blu e and carmine.

Explanation: The stamp is a bicolor. Each she et was printed on twice, once
for th e blue and once for the carmine. The height of th e en graving for each
color is almost identical. Therefore, the minimum height of th e printed design
occurs whe n th e bottoms of both colors are equally low (the tops would be
equally high ) . More frequently one color was printed higher th an the oth er ,
usually th e carmine , and of course the design height became grea ter.

NORMFlL. JUMBO?
u.s. Postal History

- ON and OFF COVER -

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON :

3c 1851 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROV A LS GLADLY SENT TO

U.S.P.C.S. MEMBERS

Old Pueblo Stamp Shop
6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710
126
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San An••lmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
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FURTHER NOTES ON FRAN~ING

In Chronicles 82 and 83 a problem cover submitted by Dr. James Milgram
of Chicago was illustrated and discussed. Part of the discussion centered on the
franking privilege .The cover in question had been sent by a member of Congress
under his frank but the frank was disallowed because more than sixty days had
elapsed .since the adjournment of Congress.

Another cover involving franking was reported by Dr. Milgram at the same
time, but had to be omitted from the previous discussion because of lack of
space. It is now illustrated here.

h,:r-J:. /-w~;'a:
0' &-/ 2 L

The folded letter was mailed on Oct. 22, 1847, at E. Parsonsfield, Me.,
marked "Free" over the signature of the postmaster, James W. Weeks. It re­
flects an interesting application of the franking regulations. A postmaster's right
to send mail free extended only to the first ~ oz. (single rate) , extra postage being
charged at the regular rate . Since this letter was between ~-l oz., it was marked
"Excess over ~ oz. 5¢"-to be collected from the addressee.

The regulations governing franking by postmasters were stated in the Laws
and Regulations (1847 edition, pp. 39-40) as follows : .

273. All postmasters throughout the United States are also au thorized to send
all letters and packets which it may be their duty, or they may have occasion, to
transmit to any person or place, which shall relate exclusively to the business of
their respective offices, or to the bu siness of the Post Office Department. But, in
every such case, the postmaster shall endorse thereon, over his own sign ature, the
words "Post Office business."

274. All postmasters whose compensation did not exceed $200 for the year
ending the 30th June. 1846, ma y also send free, through the mails, letters written
by themselves, and receive free. all written communications, on their own private
business, not weighing over one half ounce. This includes all the postmasters in
the United States, except those named in the list published .-See Appendix.
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 V.n Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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The cover shown here was not, of course, on Post Office business and was
free on the basis of the conditions stated in regulation 274. According to the
Official Register for 1847, the proceeds of the E. Parsonfield (correct spelling)
office for the year ended June 30, 1847, were $34.11, the postmaster's com­
pensation being $29.44.

The Appendix referred to abo ve in regulation 274 occupies ten pages in the
Laws and Regultitions and lists by states those post offices where the compensa­
tion of the postmaster exceeded $200 for fiscal 1846. It includes 35 Maine of­
fices , but neither E. Parsonfield nor Alfred is among them.

We can only speculate who recognized the overweight and assessed the
charge. Probably it was the Alfred postmaster. In any case, the recipient bore
the cost. Such violations-especially when caught and rectifi ed- cannot have
been common.
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

The 1971 Revised

AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATALOG

BIGGER - BETTER - COMPL ETELY REVISED PRICING

Hard Cover, Postpaid _ $ 10.00

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN A T STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISI T MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OU TSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLA SSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridge Ro.d

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Class ics Socie ty
128
____ ____$1 .00
_____$1 .50

Some Publications

From U.S.P.C.S.:
Civil War Per iod Maps

of Southern States $6.00

Index to Bakers' U.S.
Classics Column in
Stamps-membe rs
non-members

Send SAE for complete current
listing. Make checks payable to
U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc.

Orders sent postpaid.

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701
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