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HICKS SLAWSON

LILLY MALCOLM

SIMPSON WEATHERLY

NEINKEN CLIFFORD

BINGHAM DIKE

KOHN MATTHIES

BAKER PARKER

MACKEY DOWNING

WISEMAN BLAKE

FAULSTICH NEWBURY

KRUG SEYMOUR

These are the names of just a few of the important philatelists whose
specialized collections we have sold . There are hundreds of others,
many desiring anonymity.

THERE'S A REASON WHY WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE
SALE OF THEIR SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS AND THE REASON IS
SIMPLY THISI

We know what we're doing!
It takes years of experience and the knowledge acquired over those
years to be able to give proper treatment in full measure to such im
portant collections. We possess these requirements and it is some
thing to keep in mind when the time comes for the disposal of your
specialized collection, to say nothing of your holdings in straight
materia I. Informative brochure sent on request .

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th ST.

TEL. (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS



THE SPECIALIST COLLECTOR
Will usually find something of interest

in our auctions held in

LONDON - BOURNEMOUTH - BASLE
A Subscript ion Rate Card for all our Auction Catalog ue s will g ladly be supplied , also our
Brochure deta iling our service :

"SEUING YOUR STAMPS"

If, however, your co llecting inte re sts are limited to not more than three coun tries ,
you may be interested in our

"BUSY BUYERS' SERVICE"

This is specially designed for the collector who does not require the full range of our
catalogues.

POSTAL HISTORY
REVENUE STAMPS

and the CLASSICS are regularly featured

FORTHCOMING SALES in DECEMBER

3rc1. SCANDINAVIA-with the Earl Jacobsen Greenland, classi c Denmark and Sweden.
(LONDON)

4th. GENERAL SALE-with collect io ns, wholesale and single country lots . (BOURNEMOUTH)
16th. U.S.A. and the FAR EAST. (LONDON)

17th. GREAT BRITAIN-with Proofs, Imprimaturs and Artists ' Drawings. (LONDON)

Suitable material can always be accepted for inclusion in one of our

INnRNATIONAL AUCTIONS

"We Sell Your Stamps Where They Sell Best."

Enquiries to:-

ROBSON LOWE LYD.

V .A.T. No.: 239/4486/31

Telex: 915 410

..
.~
~.

T ho

~..
~~

'>\.

ENGLANDLONDON SWl Y 5JZ,

Cables: "Stamps London SW1 "

50 PALL MALL,

Correspondents send ing property for sale can avoid BrltlshValue Added Tax
complications by including the V.A.T. number on the ou tside of the pack
age. If sending by freight (air or surface) please secure the appropriate labels
from us before despatch.
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SELECTED
1847-51 STAMPS

# 1a-horiz. pair, superb with next stamp showing both sides, full, fresh og, light
natural diagonal crease, tin y insignificant stain , a striking piece, rare clas-
sic $2,850

# 1 - b lock of four, VG (slightly cut in) to VF, almost full og, toned from natural
gum ag ing , slight creases, rare and aHractive, P.F. Ce rtif icate $3,500

#3 - vert . pair, VF to su pe rb ap pear., unu sed, two minu te , almost ins ignificant
thins (T.R. corn . marg o & L. marg .) rare multiple. $650

#7 -Pos. 48R3, ve ry sca rce plate 3, F to su pe rb, unused, P.F. Certificate. $250

#9 -(Type IV), pos. 51 RH, recut T & B, superb , rich color , used, a gem. $65

# 10-horiz. pai r, VF+, full 09 , light natural paper bends, rare un used, esp. with
og and in a multiple $650

# 11-Pos. 89 or 99L3, VG-F, two e xtra ve rtical lines outsi de L. ma rgin , full og,
very scarce ,__$45

# 11-block of 4, pos . 3,4;13,14 L2L, we ll clear margins, superb, brilliant color,
full og, has natural , lig ht hor izon tal bend bet. pair, an excep tional
block ... . . $300

# ll -horiz. strip of 3, mostl y F-VF, tied by well st ruck St. John's N.B. "football"
grid cancels, very rare use, P.F. Certificate $350

# 11-block of 4 , about VF, used nea t blue "Bath , III." pmks., a beauty $200

# 11-block of 8, plate 4, used, grid cancels, ver y scarce an d att ractive mu ltiple
with sheet margin $285

#12-VF-ultra superb, wide right sheet margin , a lmost invisib le light corne r
creases, used $250

# 12-Extremely fine, light corner cre ase, blue ''Wise!' pmk. $250

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. STAMPS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charg..)

APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street A
Boston, Mass. 02108 S
Phone: 617-523-2522 - D

THE CHRONICLE. published quarterly in Feb.• May , Aug.. and No v . by the U. S . Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc., at 2030 Glenmont Ave., N. W. , Canton, Ohio «708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio «711 and additional mailing of fice. Subscription price $14.00. Printed In U.S .A.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
In response to th e article "Philatelic Restoration" in the August issue, John
Alden , Keeper of Rare Books at Boston Public Librar y, has furn ished the titl es
of additional boo ks on th e subje ct, which he says reflec t ad vances in research
since publication of Plend erleith's Conservation of Antiquities and W orks of Art.
These are Cleaning and Preserving Bindings by Carolyn Horton (Chicago, ALA:
Library Technology Program , 1969), and Library and Archives Conservation by
George Cunha (Boston, The Boston Athe naeum, 1972 ).

Mr. Alden makes thi s helpful suggestion as well : "One pr incipl e should be
stressed , I think, in any attempts at pr eservat ion-that anything one does should
be reversible. Though with extra ordinary pati ence and skill th e use of self
adhesive tapes, etc., may be reversibl e, one is still wise r not to employ them."

A new non -philatelic book worthy of notice is A Tru e History of the As
sassination of Abraham Lincoln and of the Conspiracy of 1865 by Loui s J.
Weichmann. It is published by Knopf at $15. \Veichmann was a principal govern
ment witness at the trial of the conspira tors in the Lincoln assassination. A
few years before his death in 1902 Weichmann wro te this account, but it was
never published . The manuscript was acquired in 1972 by Floyd Risvold , an
active postal historian an d member of our Society. Through his efforts it has
finally been published ; the account should be of interest to philatelists as well
as historians .

A Graphi-Guide for u.s. Stam ps which has been issued by Voncorp con
sists of a series of enlarged diagrams on card pointi ng out the distinguishing
characteri stics of various typ es of U.S. sta mps. Issues represented are the lc
1851-57, th e 3c and 5c denominations of the same issue, also the 10c; the 1861
premieres gravures and regul ar issues; the 1869 issue; the Bank Notes; the 1912
2c and 3c Washington ; and th e 1922 2c W ashington .

Th ese easily understood teaching aids may be too elementary for adva nced
collectors but should be helpful to beginners. Th ey would make an excellent
gift to your local junior stamp club. Avail ab le collected in a spira l binder
at $10 or in individuals sets (9) at $1.25 to $2.50 from Voncorp, Dunedin,
F lorida 33528.
RECORD BOOK TRANSCRIPTION
The transcription of thc Official Record Book detailing supplies of th e 1847

issue sent to postmast ers, as described in the May Chronicle, is now finished
and ready for distribution.

H .L.e. Wenk III has abstracted the information from the original rec ords
and arrange d it in an ext rr..ernely usefu l Format , Th e sta tes are pr esented alpha
betically, with th e totals summarized for each sta te and each town within the
state receiving supplies. Corrections and additions to th e Postal Markings listings
are noted . A detailed breakdown by sta tes in chronological order individually
lists each shipment as it appears in th e or iginal. The appendices give the irreg
ularities and miscellan eous notations in th e record book and an example of a
postm aster's acc oun ts of his returns of 1847 stamps. Th e book comp rises 128
pages, is neat, legible, well an d attractively bound, an d a hand y size. It is a
valuabl e addition to the 1847 literature and is obtainable @ $18 from th e com
piler, H.L.e. Wenk III , American Casting & Mfg. Corp ., 51 Commercial St.,
Plainview , N.Y. 11803.

Mr . Wenk has pursued this proj ect with initia tive and devotion and th e
results deserve our support and thanks . Any returns in excess of his eosts will be .
donated to APRL.
The Chronicle / November 1975 / Vol. 27. No . 4 201



GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE "KENNEBUNK MS" DISTRICT OF MAINE PROPAGANDA TOWNMARK
DAVID L. JARRETT

What ma y appear to be a very ordina ry townmark occasionally can turn
out to be a rarity. Such is th e case of a folded lettersheet that was found a
couple of years ago in a small correspondence by a New England antique dealer.

The lettersheet was postmarked with a 26mm circle KENNEB UNK MS
FEB 26 and internally dated 1819 (See Figure 1). While checking the Massachu
setts section of Sampson's American Stampless Gover Catalog the antique dealer
noted a "see Maine" notation and thereby found th e Kennebunk handstamp
listed and illustrated under the fancy and unusual townmark group of the
District of Maine, with a scarcity rating of "C ." He further discovered that th e
"MS" designation instead of "ME" was used as political propaganda against the
separation of th e District of Maine from Massachu setts. Maine was politically
attached to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts from 1788 to March 1820
when it became a separate state; there never existed a town by the name
Kennebunk in Massachusetts. Throu gh the gracious assistance of two prominent
Maine specialists, Paul E. Hannemann and Bruce "V. Ha zelton, th is writer has
been abl e to document th e historical background behind this unusual town
mark.

Kennebunk was a village located in the town of W ells, Maine. As early
as 1786 the inhabitants of the tow n of Wells did not sympathize with a move
ment to separate th e District of Main e from the Common wealth of Massachu
setts. The town did not even send any delegates to a special separation con
vention held in Falmouth, Maine, in May 1786 and at the same time voted
that they "disapproved of any application for a separation, or formi ng a new
government under the present circumstances."! The citizens did not wa nt th e

.additional expenses of supporting a new governmen t and felt closer economic ties
with Massachusetts. Continu ed efforts were made to separate Maine, but th e town
of Wells was steadfast in its opposition to the measure; in a meeting of May
1792 th ey voted unanimously against separa tion and at another meeting in
December voted to have no part in any proceedings on the ma tte r, refusing to
even send a delegate to th e convention . It was also voted that "a committee
consisting of the selectman and town clerk inform the convention that it is the
opinion of this town that it is not expe dient at present to apply for a separation
of this District from th e Commonwealth of Massachusetts, because the State
debts are not yet adjusted, and, because, if thi s Distri ct is formed into one
State the people in the western and eastern pa rts thereof would not be so
well accommodated as they are under the present Government."2 However, the
agitators for separation again attempted in a meeting in June 1794 to secure the
election of a delegate to a convention in Octob er, but were rebuked by th e in
habitants. They tried again in May 1797, but th e separation qu estion was again
outvoted, by 115 to 15. On repeated effor ts by th e separatis ts, th e town voted
320 to 8 against separation in 1 807.

Nine years pass ed and the popul at ion of the District of Maine had increased
considerably, with the p eople .living in th e central and eas tern portion desiring
to manage their own affairs an d favoring sta tehood. Petitions were presented to
the legislature in 1816 asking for th e necessary proceedings to establish state
hood. Wells responded by instructing th eir representatives in th e legislature
to vote against statehood as a result of an informal vote taken in May where
152 to 27 voted against separation and statehood. At the legislative meeting

I. Edward E. Bowne, Th e History of W ell .i anti Kennebunk , B. T hu rston Compa ny , Port
land, 1875, p . 532.

2. Ibid. , p . 533.
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it was resolved to poll the people in th e D istrict to determine th eir desires, re
quiring a five-ninths majority to decide th e issu e. While W ells vote d 374 to 47
against statehood, a slim majority in th e District but short of the five-ninths
majority voted in th e affirmati ve. This vote stimulate d th e separa tists movem ent
and in 1819 they petitioned th e legisl ature for another vote, this time requiring
only a simple majority vote instead of the five-ninths majority required during
the previous vote."

The town of W ells began to have serious ap prehensions th at the seceders
would be successful in th eir next vote as the central and eastern part of Maine
(which traditionally favored state hood) had grown more rapidly th an th e area
where Wells was located. The inhabitants of W ells wer e also angered that the
five-ninths majority was ch an ged to a simple majority. As a result, emo tionalism
began to build up, and in May 1819 it was resolved in the town m eeting th at
certain citizens be on a committee to petition the legislature of New Hampshi re,
requesting that W ells be annexed to that state should th e State of Maine be
formed and Massachusetts not consent that W ells remain at ta che d to it. A con
vention of all the towns west of th e Saco river wa s also called, which passed
a similar resolution, requesting annexation into New Hampshire." H ow ever , such
request was doomed to failure. The Maine legislature se t a date of July 26,
1819 for the resolve, stating if a simple majority of 1500 voted in fa vor of stat e
hood then Maine should become an independent state. While th ere was little
hope in defeating th e measure, the subject was discussed with a goo d deal of
zeal. W ells voted 408 to 49 against separation, but more th an three fourths of
the voters in the Di strict favored statehood. In September a constitution was
formed and accepted h y th e District; by act of Congress Maine becam e an
independent state on March 15, 1820. 5

Figur. 1. Earll.st of the two recorded 1.lmpl... of the rlrl "KENNEBUNK MS" 1819 (District of Maine) d r.
culn townmark. (Collection of David L. Jarrl").

With such strong emotional feelings p revailing against separation (even
preferring to be annexed by New Hampshire rather than join the new stat e of
Maine) , it can be understood why th e postmaster in on e of Wells' vill ages p re
ferred to have his townmark read "MS" instead of "ME." Kennebunk's pos t
master Stephen Thatcher either ordered and received a 26mm KENNEBUNK

3. Ibid., p. 534.
4 . Ibid. , p. 536.
5. Ib id ., pp. 536-537.
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MS handstamp device or altered his government issue handstamp to read "MS"
instead of "ME." (Bruce Hazelton reports th at both Portland and Castine em
ployed a similar looking 26mm townmark, one of government issue, in 1819.)6
Kennebunk was a relatively important village in th e town of Wells at that time.
Postmaster Thatcher 's compensation, pay and emoluments were $202.49 for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 1817, compared to the $1680.13 that the Port
land postmaster received and the $1871.56 that the Boston postmaster earned." ,

Figura 2. Foldad lattanhaat mailad from Zanesvllla, Ohio, June 7, 1818, to the "District of Main [lie] Massts ."

Only two KE NNEBUNK MS postm arked fold ed lettersheets have been re
corded by Main e specialists. Non e are listed in Dow's Maine Postal History and
Postmarks. The earliest is dated February 26, 1819 (collection of this writer)
and th e other is dated March 24, 1819 (collection of Paul Hannemann). All
earli er reco rd ed Kennebunk markings are eithe r stra ightlines or manuscripts
(see postm ark chart). The KE NNEB UNK MS handstamp device was apparently
subseque ntly altered to read "M li,' substituting an "E" for an "S." This altered
"ME" townmark is recorded used from 1822 to 1827, according to Sampson's
American Stampless Cover Catalog. The fact th at th e "E" does not appear as
symmetrical as th e othe r letters strongly reinforces th e probability that a sub
stitu tion was made. Mr. Bru ce Hazelton , an authority on Maine postal history,
states that it is unusual th at no Kennebunk po stmarks are recorded from 1819
to 1822, particularly after fift y yea rs of intensive collecting by Ceo. Chase, Waldo
Dean e, Sterling Dow, Paul Hannemenn, Robie Libby and himself.8 The altered
"ME" pos tmark was ap parently subsequently modified again , as wh at appears
to be an "Me" is recorde d from 1829 to 183:3: since th e ra ised "e" is only a well
defin ed blur on all rec orded examples, it is possible that it is a broken portion
of th e former capital "E." The ra ised "e" or broken "E" appa rently fell out afte r
seve ra l years of use as an identically appearing 26mm KE NNEBUNK M is re
corded from 1835 to 1849.!l Two other Kennebunk handstamps were used perhaps
concur rently with th e 26mm circular KENNEBUNK M marking during th e 1840s;
a 30mm circu lar KE NNEBUN K ME. is recorde d used in 1842 and 1843 and a

6. Lett er from Bru ce W . H azelton dated 21 J anuary 1974.
7. R egist er of Officers a1ld Agen ts, Civ il, Mi lita ry , and Na va l, in th e Service of the United

States 0 11 the Thirt iet h Day of Septe mber, 1817, p. 36.
8. Le tter from Bruce ' \T. Hazelto n dat ed 21 J an ua ry 1974.
9. It is believ ed tha t th e earlies t yearda te recorde d for th is particular tow n rna rk (1827)

in Sampso n 's Amer ican Stampless Cov er Cata log is a typ o , accord ing to the ed itors of the Maine

section and th is wr iter.
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HANDSTAMPS OF KENNEBUNK, MAINE 1802-1849

~
KEHNE&UHK,OCT.lf-

dWNDUNKME.AVG 10

Type I Kennebunk, Aug. 10 (SL 2Y2 x 2Omm , rnss, day) 1802.
Type 2 KEN NEB U NK . OCT. 19th (SL 29 x 3mm, IIlSS. da y) IR03.
T ype 3 KEN NEB UNK M5 FE B 26 (2Gm m circle) 1819 earliest.

KEN NEBU NK MS MAR 24 (2Gm m circle) 1819 latest.
Type 4 KEN NEB U N K M E (altered 2GIIlm circle) 1822-11l27.
Type 5 KENNEBUN K Me (a ltered 2Grnm circle) 1829·1833.
Type 6 KEN NEB UNK M (a ltered 26mm circle) 1835-18-19.\
T ype 7 KEN NEB U NK ME. (30m lll circle) 1842-1843.
Type 8 KEN NEB UN K ME. (2 x 32m lll SL) 1846.

I. It is believe d th a t the ear liest date list ed in Sampson's Alfl e, icon Stam pless Cover Cata
log (1827) is a typo . accord ing to bo th ed ito rs of the Ma in e secti on a nd this wri ter.

Note: Man uscr ip t to wn marks ar e kn own prior to Ill l!l and wer e appl ied d uring th e in ter im
periods between th e handsra m p usages,

KENNEB UNK ME. stra ightline (2 X 32mm ) is known to have been used in
1846. Some time in 1849 the long-lived , multiple-alt ered 26mm circula r Kenne
bunk townm ark was repl aced by a larger , prob abl y government- issued, hand
stamp.

H is possible that oth er District of Main e towns used a Massachusetts desig
nation in -their townmarks. Th is write r kno ws of a couple of fold ed lettersheets
The Ch ro nicle / November 1975 / Vol. 27, No. 4 205



addressed to wha t is now Main e which referred to Massachusetts in th e address.
One was mailed from Zanesville, Ohio, on Jun e 7, 1818, and addressed "To Mr
Reub en Hu ssey of Water Vill County .of Kennebec or Stephen Koev of Westp on
in the County of Sommerset in the Distri ct of Main Massts" with th e notation
that the letter was "to be left at wat er villpost office." (See Figure 2). The oth er
letter was mailed from Putnam, Ohio, November 4. 1818, and addressed in a
fad ed ink what appears to be "To men of the House of . . . plantatio n in th e
coun ty of Sommerset Sta te of mass. & main To be left at waterville post office
with care and Safety." This writer would be delighted to hear from anyone able
to supply fu rther information on this sub ject.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

MOKELUMNE HILL, CALIF. COVERS
WANTED: by Mok Hill enthusiast. Stamp
less, sta mped, and expre ss covers, in clud
ing st raight line cancels, needed to and
from Mok Hill up to 1865. Pis. send ma
terial , r egistered , with yo ur price to Dr.
Judah Landes, 881 Seale Ave. , Palo Al to.
CALIF . 94303.

HELP! Need MICmGAN covers, 1830
1870, from Carp River, Copper Harbor,
Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, Grand Island,
Hou gh ton, Mackinac, Ontonagon or North
Wes t Mine. Pl ease pric e. L. H. Lewis, 325
So. Jefferson St ., Marshall , Mich. 49068.

MASS. STAMPLESS COVERS WANTED:
Have other stampless covers for trade, or
will purchase. Write for list of available
trade material or send registered with your
price. Dr. Tim O'Conner, 16 Crestview Dr. ,
Westboro , MA 01581.

BUYING: 1861 Issue covers and fancy can
cels on 1861 Issue. Northbrook Stamp Co.,
Box 563, Northbrook, IL 60062.

CHRONICLE #62 NEEDED to complete
full run. $5 .00. J. F. Antizzo, Box 997
Church Street Sta tion, N.Y., N.Y. 10008.

WANTED: Covers of Mexican American
War (1846-1848) and contemporary ma
terial dealing with it. Also would like to
exchange info with other postal history
specialists of this event. D. R. Pulver,
28411 Knickerbocker Rd. , Bay Village, OH
44140.
ASDA

ALAN T. ATKINS

WCS

APS - uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

Monthly lists available
and mailed free of charge.

" Give YOUT Collection OUT Best"
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
THE CANADIAN CONNECTION-I
SUSAN M. McDONALD

The 1847 period is especially rich in postal, history con notations because
of the important tran sitions occurring in the mail service during tho se four years
and th e seve ral imm ediately preceding. The period from 1840 to 1851, spanning
the beginning of th e Cunard tra nsatlantic ma il service until the currency of the
1847 issue ended, is among the most significant in the deve lopm ent of U.S.-B.N.A.
mails. Man y of th ese develop ment s ar e closely assoc iated with use of the 1847
issue to and from Ca nada. Severa l aspects of such use have be en discussed in
previous Chronicles. An article by Creighton Hart on "1847 Covers to the Mar
itime Pro vinc es" appeared in May 1973 issue (# 78), and a three part article on
"1847 Covers to Canada" by the same author follow ed in th e three succeeding
issues, August and Novemb er 1973 and February 1974 (# 79-81). The Augu st
1970 Chron icle (#67) contain ed an article by the present writer on "U.S. Ex
change Markings on 1847 Covers," and I conside red .sorne aspects of th e use of
1847 stamps from Can ad a in th e August 1972 issue (# 75).

Except for the last refer ence mentioned , th ese articles, dealt chiefly with
mail origin ating in the United Sta tes and addressed to Ca nada, Thi s curre nt
discussion is th e firs t of a series of ar ticles systematically reviewing the status
of B.N.A.-U.S. mails during thi s perjod as background to a thorough conside ra 
tion of the use of the 1847 issue from Can ada. For the present, the discussion
will be limi ted to mails from th e Provinces of Upper and Lower Canada, although
some comments on mails from New Brunswick and Nova Scotia will appear
later in th e series.

This subj ect seems particul arl y tim ely with th e recent reprinting of Winthrop
S. Boggs' Postage Stamps and Postal Hist ory of Canada becau se th at book incor
porates some errors of interpretati on in wha t is generally an excellent pioneer
discussion of U.S.-Canada mails. In an earlier ar ticle on U.Sc-Cnnadian postal re
lations published in the December 1962 issue of Postal History [ournal I accepted
most of Boggs' conclusions, and would now like, to correc tThe record, since I
believe some previous sta tements were erroneous.

Within a couple of years of the origina l publi cation of Boggs' Canada in
1945, Stanley B. Ashbrook, in a seri es of articles in Stam ps for June 5. June 19,
July 24, and August 21, 1948, effec tive ly dispute d certa in of Boggs' conclusions
relative to the use of 1847 stamps from Canada and associate d problems. I am in
debted to Creighton Hart for calling Ashbrook's comments to my attention.
Because Ashbrook's arguments ar e no long er readily accessible, it is necessary
to retrieve them for a new generation of philatelists .

From th e first official U.S.-Canadian agreeme nt in March of 1792, certain
peculiar ities marked th e regulations govern ing the exchange of mail s between
the countries. Correspondents in the Unit ed Stat es could send letters with U.S.
postage paid to the lines or who lly unpaid , but th ey could not prepay th e Can
adian portion of th e postage. In the oppos ite direction corresponde nts in Canada
had to pay Ca nadian posta ge and could, if desir ed, prepay U.S. postage to a
U.S. destination. No option existed if a Ca nadian wished to send a lett er via the
United States to a destinat ion beyond-in that case prepayment of U.S. postage
was required.

The basis for these odd arrangements was that Ca nadian postmasters were
authorized (and had been since 1792 ) to act as agents in the collec tion of U.S.
postag e. For thi s service they were awa rde d a commission of 20%. No such
arrangement, however , existe d for the collection of Canadian postage by U.S.
postmasters or by the U.S.P.O. The U.S. Post Office declined to ente r into such ar
rangements regarding Canadian postage. The chi ef conce rn of British postal
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authorities (under whos e control the Canadian P.O. operated) in the lat e eight
eenth century was to arrange for the transport of transatlantic mails between
Great Britain and Canada across U.S. territory in unopen ed bags from New York
City, where the packet line from Falmouth landed mails. Therefore the British
authorities agreed to th e terms offered , with the result that these terms carried
over to U.S.-Can ad a mails as well.

C I T Y PO S T () F~·ICF.,

(Erlpltcatc.) 'lJ;lJ~i'J'I(,/I. g;, 'if .~

r:P~~~r7/~ /JlJ'7.

~~/U&cI '(~a~ZA<~p~£~f~~
.~d£--4~L~~~r.xL7(~. cIoIlarJ,-:- ~t:dr%e~7'~/
-4 (>1' ({('ct'{(,w y' Ihe &!WI /fftM fftjtal"lnuwl,;1,. lutft;,4 J h'!(lC J',f!l(,(!

upki:a/e I'<tYp6.

' ....... 1. Receipt 10 Thomas A. Stayner, " Depy PMGenl B.N.A," for $3,351.50 turned over to the U.S.P.O.D. for
U.S. postage collected in Canada. Dated Nov. 16, 1837, and signed by William Jones, postmaster of Washing.
ton , D.C.

Burlington, Vt. , was th e first U.S. office for the exchange of mails. By 1840
the number of such offices had grown mightily and the volume of mail between
the United States and Canada-without counting that for overs eas . transmission
had increased substantiall y. The 1843 Postal LatDS & Regulations list ed the fol 
lowing U.S. offices along the border with Canada ( I have omitted thos e ad jacent
to New Brunswick and added the nam es of the corresponding Canadian offices
in parentheses.): Derby Line ( Stanstead ), Hi ghgate ( St. Johns) , and Burling
ton (St. Johns) , Vt. , White Hall (S t. Johns ) , Plattsburgh (St. Johns ) , Rous e's
Point (St. Johns) , Fort Covington ( D unde e) , Ogdensburgh (Prescott ) , Morris
town (Brockville), Cape Vincent (Kingston), Oswego (Kingston), Rochester
(Cobourg), Lewiston (Queenston), N.Y.; Detroit (Windsor) , Mich; "also,
New York City and Albany, by special arrangement, with Toronto, Kingston and
Montreal. " The 1847 PL. & R. 'lists th e same offices. A through mail between
Boston and Montreal was establishe d during the 1847 period, but the exact date

~£n

Of' J

~;:b\

Figure 2. Cover from Montreal, March 30, 1839, to N.Y. No Clnldiln postlge IS written on P.O . buslneu end
franked by Deputy PMG Stlyner. U.S. postlge 3TIh (double, Iithough "tr.ble" is noted) plid et Mont ..I" Th.
I.tter concerns 'ransmillion of "St.am Ship" fe.. on transatlantic lett.rs. All handstamps in red .
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has not been determ ined . It seems to have been in ope ration by early 1848.
The Montreal through mail excha nge office was collection and distribution point
for mails to and from Qu eb ec, Bytown (Ottawa) an d intermedi ate points north
eas t and northwest of Montreal itself .

The most important exchanges in the 1840s and ea rly 1850s we re Queenston
Lewiston, Kingston-Cape Vincent, and the through bag services , to judge by
the relative numbers of surviving covers. Considerab le mail also crossed through
Ogdensburgh , D erby Line and Hi ghgat e. In th e case of some obsc ure offices
few identifiable covers are known for the decad e in question.

Figure 3 . From Montreal , March 31, 1840, paid fo desti nation. Canedien pos tege "PAID 4th " end U.S. post·
age "PAID 18:Y4" ..para fe ly 'tated <all in red) by Montreal P.O . Send er ' , notation " peid through ."

The amounts paid Ca nadian postm asters as commission on U.S. posta ge col
lected in Canad a were regu larl y pu blished in the Offi cial Registers. Th ese fig
ur es from th e 1847 edition provide an idea of the compa ra tive importance of
various exchanges:

CANADA
[ Note.-Agents who rece ive pos tages in the Br itish Provinces. fro m 1st April. 1846. to
31st Decem ber. 1847.]

Post Offices. Postmasters. Compcn - Nct
sation. proceeds

Brockvill c ... . . . . . T hos . A. Stayner . 3 q rs. $22 06 $51 28
Kingston do 455 44 824 38
Montreal do 890 62 2348 II
N iagara do 53 31 95 76
Presco tt do 135 92 194 25
Qu ebec do 246 41 453 45
Qu een sto wn .. . . do 1810 10 3272 43
Sta nstca d . . . . do ... .. 189 98 310 24
T oronto . do 255 03 609 54
Windsor . . . ... . do 87 38 174 06
St. Andrews, Ncw Bru nswick J. Howe. fro m lst July 766 95 1494 83
Wood stock .... . . .. do . . . . . do . . . . . . . . . . . 130 34 207 08

A receipt to Stayner for $3,351.50 in posta ge remitted to W ashington is shown
in F igure 1. It is dated November 16, 1837, and signed by William Jones, Post
master of Washington City .

Each U.S. excha nge office had a distinctive method of handl ing letters of
Canadian origin and of ind icating whether U.S. postage was still to be collected
and, if so, the am ount. These Featu res ar e critical in judg ing the genuineness of
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covers with 1847 stamps used from Canada; therefore they will be considered
in detail for tho se offices where information is available and by which covers
bearing the 1847 issue were exchanged .

Figura 4. From Qu...... July 3, 1844 " Paid to Naw Yo"''' w ith " PAID 111/2" (Can.) and " PAID 1~" (U.S.)
rated and collected at Quebec (all in red). By through bag yia Montreal.

F igures 2-9 show typical examples of covers exchanged in the New York
Montreal through mail prior to Nov. 16, 1847. (The significance of that date
will be discuss ed at length later.) Customarily the Montreal P.O. stated the
Canadian and U.S. pos tage separately when the letter was paid through to
destination, as in Figures 3-7. Figure 2 is a special case, being franked by Thomas
A. Stayner, Deputy Postmaster General for British North America, so that no
Canadian postage was charged . The U.S. amount "PAID 37~" ( double) is noted
at lower left. Occasionally, as in Figure 6, the total amount is expressed in Ca n
adian mon ey, as well as th e separate U.S. and Canadian postages. Various ex
pressions such as "Paid to New York," "Paid No. 98," "Paid through," etc., are

FI._ 5. Mo......I. Noy. 20, 1145 "pd to N.Y. lox 160," !lox 160 was C. Dorwln , monay "~. ..... aouree
of many paid through coyer• . U.S. r.t• • had changed July 1.
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Figur. 6. Doubl. l.tt.. ham Mantr..., Sept . 17,ta46, lNid to destinotian. Conodlon pastog. 9d ...d U.S. 20c
in r.d manuscript. Montreal IItambsto "e" postmark including IIPAID" in red. Total postage of 1/9 in Canadian
money .Iso noted.

used, sometimes with the box numbe r of the sende r to indicat e that postage wa s
paid to destination. In some instan ces, however , no notation appears.

The covers shown in Figures 8 and 9 are characterist ic of letters pa id only
to the lines, th at is , with Can adian postage paid and V .S. postage to be collected.
The job of the V .S. clerks in the New York City P.O., when the through bag from
Montreal was ope ned th ere, was to check the inco ming mail an d rate the U.S.
postage due, if necessary. On letters with only Can adian postage paid, they
crossed out the Canadian "PAID" in ink and rated the U.S. collect in th e sam e
medium. Some of these covers are endorsed "Paid to the Lines," or the equiv-

Figur. 7. Quodrupl. lottor poid to N.Y. with red Mantr.ol "tombstan." pastmorks struck next to Conedl on
1/6 .nd U.S. 40 . Tat.1 of 3/6 in Con.dion manoy .Iso noted, ond "Poid No. 98," tho Bonk of Mant..ol.
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Figuro 8. Montr.al, March 11, 1843, to N.Y. Canadian postago "PAID 41h." N.Y. postal clerk crou..! out
" PAID" in black ink and rated U.S. postago du e 18%c in sam. ink. Notation "paid to tho Iinos/Box 11."

alent, as in Figure 8, while others lack such notations. Whether on paid through
or paid to the lines mail , th ese notations refer to amounts paid in cash.

The methods used at other exchange offices will be considered in the next
issue.

Figu ro 9. Montroal to N.Y., May I , 1844. "PAID 9" Canadi an po stag e at doublo rate (lh ·l OK.). "PAID" crou..!
out in black ink at N.Y. and U.S. du e rate d 75c at quadruple rato (4 sh. ets). Woight system w as not adopt..!
by U.S.P.O. until Ju ly I , 1845.
5c 1847 PLATING DATA
MICHAEL C. O'REILLY

La st spring, at the Garfie ld-Perry March party in Cleveland, th is writer
learned of the existence of un published plat ing data of the five cent stamp of
the 1847 issue. Upon learn ing of thi s material , origina lly compiled by Stanley
B. Ashbrook, th is wri te r attempted to locate the auction cata log and investigate
the auction descriptions and see what light it could shed on th is subj ect. With
the assistance of Mrs. Susan M. McDonald and Mr. Herb Trenchard, Xerox copies
of the necessary auction cata log pages were obta ined . The material was sold
by H . R. H armer, Inc. on Novemb er 25th and 26th, 1958. This sale contained
the major porti on of the philatelic properties of Stanley B. Ashbrook.

Four lots contai ned 5c 1847 plating da ta. Lot 782 is perhaps the most sig
nifican t of the four and its description is rep roduced verbatim in the following:
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782 5c. Hundreds of ph otos in 2 large a lb ums with corresponding d rawin gs and
ill us trations showing p lat ing ma rks of far mor e p la ted posit ions than ha s heretofore
been revea led. Evidence ind ica tes tha t S. B. A. had been pl ann in g to publish th is
work. Also pho tos of pla te p roofs on Ind ia from original p lat e. A rare opportunit y
for some one to complet e the p lating of th is sta m p, if suc h is po ssible.

The other three lots were 783, 784, and 785. All con ta ined photos of platin g da ta
of the five cent. No indication is given as to th e amount of duplicat ion between
the four lots. One would hope th at at least one lot (782 ) would contain one photo
or plat ing mat of each position identified by Ashbrook.

Th e point of bringing th is matter to th e attention of the mem bers of the
Society lies in th e hop e that thi s material can be foun d and mad e availa ble in
some form or fashion to .the students of the Classic issues. Pe rsons knowing the
whereabouts of th is wealth of info rmation are asked to communicate their knowl
edge to the author at 1405 Appa lachee Dr., Huntsville, Ala. 35801 or to the
editor of the Chronicle.
PLEASE NOTE THAT WE'VE MOVED!

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We speciali ze in covers of the wo rld . We have a compr ehe nsiv e stock of
Confederate cove rs. In United Sta tes , w e stock Trans-Atla ntic, Registered,
Specia l Delivery and other speci al usages. We usua lly have a few Terrl
tor ia ls and Westerns, and w e are strong in Hawai i.

643 Fifth Street

A
NEW ENGLAND STAMP

Naples, Florida 33940
Tel. (813) 649-6226
U. S. POSTAL HISTORY

AND
QUALITY STAMPS

Are a regular feature of our public eueflens.

Most major areas of colle cting are cove red inclu d ing : Stam ple ss from Colon ial to
1850's, Regular-Issu es from 184 7 on , U.S. Postmaster Provis ional s, Campaign Covers,
Union Pat rioti~s , Air Po's~ Territor ia ls, Fancy Cancels and all p hases of Confederate
Postal Histo ry.

Whether you are a beg inning or advan ced collector of U.S. material , yo u will f ind
many items of inte rest in ou r lavishly illustrated cata logs av ailab le g ratis upon
request.

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

lobn ~. 1kaufmann, 31nc.
1010 VERMONT AVE., N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

202-638·5658
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III , Assoc. Editor
THE AUXILIARY HANDSTAMP POSTAL MARKING "TOO LATE"
STEVEN M. ROTH

Introduction: A Penpective
A litt le more than two yea rs ago in the pages of th e Chronicle (76:198) this

collector requested assistance from members of th e Class ics Society with resp ect
to the aux iliary hand stamp postal marki ng "TOO LATE. " It is th e purpose of
this report to summarize th e results of that inquiry.

Th e response to thi s request was less than overwhelming. I suspect, how
ever, that th is was due less to the unwillingness of collectors to dig into their
collections and bank boxes than to the actual infrequen cy with which th e mark
ing is found in collections and on the auction block.' This apparent unavailability
of covers handstamped with the "TOO LATE " marking was first brought hom e to
this collector by a leading northeas tern dealer of postal history material (whose
vast stock well might have been expected to contain such a cover at one time or
another ) who wrote th at "the marking . . . must be an extremely scarce one ,
as I cannot recall eve r having had an examp le." This revelation was reinforced
by one of th e lead ing au thorities on th e postal history of New Orl ean s who wrote
that he believes th at he has seen the marking used on mail in that cit y, although
he cannot recall when or wh ere an d does not have a cover bearing the marking
in his exte nsive collect ion. Finally, my own search through dealers' stocks and
mailing lists has confirmed in my mind th e probable correctness_of Simpson's
statement that ". . . this marking is one of the scarcest of offici al U.S. Postal
markings."2

The apparen t elusiveness of the "TOO LATE" marking is reflected not only
in its abs ence on covers found in pri vat e collect ions and in th e market place but
becomes clear, too, wh en one searches for references to the marking in ava ilable
primary an d secondary research sources. Thus, in seeking to find some officially
published reason for the use of th e ma rkin g, I examined , without success, 33
volumes of the Laws and Regulations Governing the Operation of 'the Post Office
Department (PL & R) issued between 1794-1913. A similar search of th e Annual
Reports of the Postmasters General from 1833 throu gh 1880 was equally fruitless .
Finally, seve ral days spent in the stacks of the Libra ry of the Post Office De
partment in W ash ington, D.C., were of no avail. In fact , th e only primary source
reference to th e marking uncovered by this writer (and one which proved to
be very fruitful ) was locat ed among th e published letters of Postmaster Robert
Morris of New York City."

Perhaps a more meaningful indicator of the unavailability of information
concern ing th e "TOO LATE" marking is revealed by the absence or br evity of
discussion concerning it con ta ined in imp ortant seco ndary sources. Thus, Chase
acknowledges the marking but is reported to have seen not more than two ex
amples." Blake and Davis report one use." Sampson reports the marking, as does

I. In more than two yea rs of following major auc tions wit h a view to loca tin g and
acqu ir ing covers be ari ng th e marki ng . th e au thor's not es ref lect on ly three such covers with
th e mark ing appl ied by th e Post Office Depar tm en t. T hese appeared in Siegel Sales 426. lot 1056.
an d 458. lot 997. and Ken edi sa le 102. lot 87.

2. Ch ronicle 17:3.
3. Winth rop S. Boggs. cd .. R ob ert M orris ; Post mas ter of Ne u: Yo rk (T h e Collec tors Club

of New York. 1961) . Leiter 16 (july 3. 1847). p . 28 .
4. Carroll Chase, T he Ic Slam!} of the U nite d Sillie s 1851·1857 Issu e (T at ham Stamp &,

Coin Co.. 1942, revised ) . p. 3·16, and as report ed by Tracy W . Simpson . Ch ron icle 5:5.
5. Maurice Blake and \ Vilbu r Da vis. Postal M ark ing" of Boston , Massach usetts to 1890

(Severn -W ylie-J ewel t Co.. 1949) . PI" 17R-!l.
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Simpson ." Perry reports th e San Fran cisco oval type." Ashbrook, however , makes
no menti on of "T OO LATE" in his very thorou gh review of postal markings in
his book on the one cent stamp or in th e Specia l Service. Nor do Huber an d Wag
ner in The Great Mail, Berthold in his handbook on Wells, Fargo, or th e now de
funct periodical, Postal Markin gs.

The accumula ted wisd om concerning th e marking consists in large measure
of the information heret ofore set forth in th e Chronicler This fa lls in to three
categories : dis cu ssions of the markin g on cover ( sometimes incom plete or vague
so that, on occasion, the informat ion ob tain ed is tentative, at best ); discussions
of covers bearing th e marking but with no emphasis on th e marking ; and, theories
wi th respect to th e purpose of th e marking. All of these reports will be cons idere d
in this report. Beyond tha t, information received from helpful collectors has
served to add to prior know ledge. It is hoped that this report will prove to be
an incentive to other coll ectors to report information th at the y may have or
may obtain from tim e to tim e.

Description of the Markings
Simpson catalo gues and illus trates four ba sic forms of the marking." They are

described therein as follo ws:
Too Lat e (San Francisco)
T OO LAT E (San Francisco- sans -seri f)
too late ( New Orleans )
TOO LATE ( New York )

In add it ion , a third type of San Francisco marking ( a second ova l) has
been recorded.

These markings appear as i llustrated in Fi gure 1. In addition, a sixth type,
privately used, was reported in Chronicle No. 12. (Plate No . 1) It was illus
trated therein as type X (See Figure 1).

. No other domestic types have bee n recorded."
The fundamen tal character ist ics of th e five types reported to date which

were employed by th e United Sta tes Posta l Service are as follows:
(a) Type SF -I : This ma rk ing con sist s of initial capital seri fed letters en close d

in a double oval. The outer rim of the oval measures 42x23mm. Because th e
author has not had an opportunity to examine th e recorded covers beari ng Type
SF-I , he is unable to verify the color, or , in two instances , if in fact th at mar k
ings are Type SF-I ra ther than SF -2.

( b) Type SF-2: This marking is sim ilar to Typ e SF-I, but measures
38x20mm at the outer rim . It has been reported in red, but may also exist in
black. It probably replaced SF-I.

(c ) Type SF-3: This marking consists of a ll capita l sans-serif letters, un 
enclosed , measuring 26x4mm . It has been recorded in orange on one cover , whi le
th e colo r is unreported for th e second known example.

(d ) Type NO: This marking consists of serifed letter s enclosed in a
hori zontal rectan gle with rounded corners measuring 44xI4mm. It ha s been
recorded in bo th red and black.

( e ) Type NY : This marking consists of a ll ca pital serifed letter s, un en
closed, measuring 34x4mm. It has been recorded in both red an d bl ack.

6. E. :-;. Sampson , A m erican Si t/ III/,It'.,., Co uer C"/ t/ l og (Va n Dahl . 19i 1) , p . 124; Tracy \ V.
Simpson , Un ite d Sta t es Postnl Mnrk ill.g.1 an d Helut rt l ,\[nil Seruircs / 85/ 10 / 86/ (Co lby rep rin t ,
1972) , pp. 116-17.

7. Pat Paragrap hs, p p . 262-;\ (1!J32) . Perry, withou t giv ing th e basis for hi s conclusion ,
sta tes th at the m a rkin g is a for eign mai l marking '". . , being used a ro u nd 1880 on mail for
tbe Fa r Eas t arriving a t San Fra ncisco in l im e 10 miss a m a il ship." (p. 2( 2) .

8. Chro nicles 5:5 ; i :8-9; 12:8; 17:3; I ll : ; : 19 :9-10; 20:·1; 49:611: 71:125-6: 72:213 ; a nd
82:116-18. Co m mencing with 4!1:68 . th e marking is not di scussed , per se, hu t appears in il lus
tration of covers th at arc su bject 10 d iscussi on for o ther purposes.

9. Simpson . Pl" 116-17. T hese mark ings will hl' refer red to her einafter as T yp es SF-I.
SF-3, N O. and N Y, rcspecrive lv. The Sa il Fran ri sro ova l not reported b y Simpson will be re
ferred to as T yp e SF-2.

10. Severa l typ es used du ri ng the releva n t perio d bv cou n tr ies othe r t han the United Sta tes
have been recorrlr-d and will he brie flv re fer red to in th e tex t.
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SF- 1

TOO LATE

SF-J

Too LATE

NY

SF-2

NO

TOO LATE.
IACR..ANZNTO

x
Flgur. 1

Each of the five recorded domestic types is found on the face of the cover
only, never on the reverse. Furth er , each of the markings appears to be well
struck with little wear evide nt-even though the handstamps were available for
use over a broad per iod of time- perhaps again giving evide nce of their in
frequent use.

Flgur. 2. Thi. eever b.... a red New Orl.an. townmark d al .d January 5 (1855 ). Th. "5" I. r.pl.c.d by a
manu .cripl "7," Th. 3c 1851 .tamp (Scoll No. 11) i. l ied by • red N.w Orlean. grid. Th. cover i. a bill of
lading origi nallng in SI. Loui. , addre...d to Texas. 'the " To o Lale" marking i. Typ. NO. (Author' . ColI.ction).

ing

The Meaning of "TOO LATE"
Altho ugh primary government sourc es were sea rched for a clue suggest
an' officia l policy or requirement that may have been behi nd the use of
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Figure J . UMd In 1137 or 1131 <_ description In t.xt), th il cov.. b••rl the type NY TOO LAT!. It ..... _
to b••r molt of the other handltamps then in use . (C. Hahn Collection).

th e marking, no such raison (( etre could be fou nd. This was not unexpected,
however, in light of the isolated appearance of the marking at so few post
offices. Rather, it would seem that the handstamp was employed on a sporadic
basis by postmasters or postal clerks who desired to avoid blam e for ma il that
had arrived "TOO LATE" to receive some des ired service. This th eory is well
explaine d in the Chron icle, wo uld appear to be substantiate d by the few extant
covers, and finds expression in a letter sen t to Postmaster Rob ert Morr is on 3
July 1847 to the Editors of the Spectator."

Ni nety-two packages of your pa pers came to this officr- todav, too la te for the mai ls
for a part of th e Stat es of Massachusetts, Con ne ct iru t and New York, They wilI alI
be stamped "Too Late" and be for ward ed by th e next mail . whi ch will be on Mon
day Morn in g nex t.

The Coven
Very few covers were ava ilab le to the author for examina tion and verifica

tion. Basica lly, this section is a summary in chart form of information gleaned
from covers actua lly examined by th e author, photographs of oth er covers in

Figur. 4. Scott No. 211 on 1c st.mped .nvelope, postmarked at S.lem, M..... Add ....ed to J.u Germ.ny.
M.n'!Scrlpt dlr.ction on face of cover: " P. r City of Berlin." The TOO LATE m.rking Is Type NY.' This cov.r
wit sfolen w ith th. b.l.nc. of Mrs. Lane'. coll.ction. (Mrs. A. G. lene Collection).

I I. E.g., Ch ronicles 5:5; 69: 125; Boggs. foe. ci t .
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RECORDED COVERS WITH ''TOO LATE" MARKING

1"Y!Je

SF· J

SF· ' or
SF-2

SF-lor
SF-2
SF·2

SF·:!

SF·3

SF-3

:'0/ 0

:\' 0

:-;0

NO

:-;Y

Color

red

or;lIlgc

red

black

black

red

Dat e

I R54 (?)

1865

IR79

1868 (?)

I :; Sept
:\,YD
I J u ly
1850

I H.~4

1855

1855

18:>4 (?)

1837·8

Origin

San Francisco

San Francisco

San Francisco

Newburyport ,
Mass.

San Francisco

San Francisco

San Francisco

New Yor k City

51. Louis. Mo.

Dest ina t ion

Albio n. Mich .

Au cklan d . :-1 .7..

:-Iew \ " est minster.
B.C.

- - - . Mass.

Boston . Mass.

New Orlea ns

Seguin . Tex .
(Messrs . Camp

bell & Co.)
T exas (Marsha ll
McH enry, Belton,

Bell CO.)
Montgom ery , T ex .

New York City

Sta m ps

3c 1851 pr

3c (# 65)

6c lIanknotes

3c (# 65-3)
2c (E grill)

stamp less

stampless

3c (4)

3c (# 11)

sta rnpl ess

stamp less

R e mark.'

Cover au thenticated & dat ed hv Ashbrook. No
other ma rkings reported. .
Rep orted on lv th at "c hec k of Edgar B. Jessup
collection di scloses anothe r exa mple." But see
SF·3. below .
III. & desc ribe d in Pet er Kened i. Ca l., Inc .• Sale
102. lot 87 (12/8/i3)
Backstam p sho ws San Fran cisco arriva l Dec. 22.
1879. Pro bably aft er sailing of ba rk A gat e. Ms. no
tat ion on fron t : " Bark Agate,"
III. Chron icle R2:116. Postmarked April 21. NYD.

20c (collect) dou ble ra te,

Red "40" on face; forwa rded to Lo ng Meadow ,
Mass.. with red Boston "5c ts" town mark dated 27
AUG . May be sam e cover reported as pa rt of
J essup col. in Ch ron icle 20:4. an d . th erefo re .
ei ther SF·] or SF-2.
From !'\YC 12/ 29/53 ; forwa rd ed from N.O . to
New Braunsfel, Tex ., with :-:.0. tow nmark 1/ 8
& a second apparently 1/12. Docketed rec. 1/2 8/5 4.
Not e, reported ly by Chase : "Th is is the secon d
fra med T OO LATE I' ve seen ."

Bears red N.O. townmark da ted J AN 5; the "5 "
is wri t ten over in in k wi th ms. " 7." See Figu re 2.
Same as Meroni cove r descr ibed at Chroni cle 12 :8.
Bears red N.b. tow nrnark da ted Ap ril 3; no origin
marking; dock eted rec. 4/22/55.

T wo N.O. towruna rks on face. dated on e week
apart.
Cove r has also th ese marki ngs in red : ST EAM·
BO AT , 6 in circle, FREE, PAID , SH IP, MI SSENT,
an d 2ND DELIVER Y. T he postmarks NEW·
YORK/ MO/DAY (no ea rlier th an 1837) and
NEW·Y OR K/SH I P/MO/DAY (not kn own af ter
1838) provide da ting: See Figure 3.

Source

Chro nicle 20:4

Chronicle 20:4

Repor ted by Hen 
ry Stolln itz .
Seen at NAP EX
1975 (W ashington .
D.C.) by au th or.
Pa u l Wolf Col.

Chwnicle 17:3.

Ch ronicle 18:7.

Chron icle 7:8 .

S. Roth Col.

S. Ro th p hoto file s.

Chase . 3c book .
p . 346.
Calvet M. Hahn
Col.
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Type

NY

NY

NY

NY

;-..TY

NY
NY

;-..TY

:,\Y

:\,Y

:-.IY (?)

x

Color

black

black

red

red

black

black (?)

bla ck

red

red

Date

1866

1880 (?)

1856

1869

1852

1864 (?)
1857

1851

1852

1852

1865

1851 (?)

Origin

Salem. Mass.

New Orleans

Boston

New York City

Painesville, O .
New Orleans

Baltimore

New York City

New York City

Boston

Destination

England

lena, Gennany

France

Argentine
Republic

Boston, Mass .

San Francisco
France

Bremen

Boston, Mass.

Boston, Mass .

France

Stamps

24c

ok (# 211): Icenv.

10e (T y. 11-2)

2c; 3c;
10e (2)

3c (2)

U58

5c (# 12)

3c (2)

3c (2)

3c(#1l)

Stampless

3c

stamp less

R emarks

Illustrated.

Ms. notation on face : " Per Cit y of Berlin." See
Figure 4.

Prepaid for 20c direct rate, but missed sailin~.

Forwarded by Am. Pkt , underpaid Ic . NY transit
mkg.
Ms. UL: "Per Steamer 23rd inst ." Pmked "Bos
ton, Feb 22" ; faint pkt mkg 2 mos . later "22
April '69." Servo to Argentina by Am Pkt on 22nd
of each month from NYC.

NYC townrnark is two-bar CDS (type 107) dated
9/1 5/52. Reported by Dr. Chase. See below Chron
icle 12:8.

Cover endorsed "Per Asia ," but arrived at NYC
too la te for Asia; pl aced abroad Persia thereafter.
Ill.
Marked on face " p, Canada Str. of 3d Sept from
Boston." Posted too late, so forwarded to NYC &
placed abroad A tlantic. III.

Addressed to Geo. B. Up ton , Esquire. May be
same as reported by Chase in Chronicle :; :5.
Described: "T OO LATE (SL) and ;-..TEW YORK
(cir.) in black well -struck, 3 margin 3c (# ll) tied
on folded letter (1852) to Boston FV Est . $30-40."
Not ill.

Origin NYC 1/17 /65; forwarded to Boston &
placed on Br. Pkt 1/ 21/65 via England for Paris.
Similar to NY but ma y be separa te type.
Private marking. Cover bears oval Wells, Fargo
NEVADA (Cal.) handstamp. Not recorded in
Berthold. Never entered mails.

Ms marking in crayon or pencil. Possibly a priv
ate marking. On face: "Express to Boston P.O. in
time for the Marshfield mai l." Cover franked
" Dan' ] Webster" & "FREE."

Source

Siegel Sale #426,
lot 1056.
Photo submitted by
Mrs. Arthur G.
Lane.

Siegel Sale #458,
lot 997.

From Allen Black
ja ck Col. Photo in
author's files from
Mrs . Lane.

Chronicle 5:5.

Chronicle 49:68.
Chronicle 71:125.

Chronicle 72:213.

Chronicle 12:8.

S. C. Paige Sale,
5 /19/61, lot 623;
reported by Ar
thur H . Bond.

Blake and Davis .
BPM, pp. 178-9.

Chronicle 12:8.

Chron icle 19:9.



Conclusion
To repeat-the purpose of th is rep ort is to set for th the known information

concerning the "TOO LATEn marking, even thou gh th e completeness and
clarity of that information, at the present time, leaves much to be desired. It
is hoped that members having or obtaining additional or corrective informat ion
will report the sam e to the editor, or to the autho r at Suite 600, 8720 Georgia
Ave., Silver Spring, Md . 20910.

)2. Sec . for example. Ch ronicle.' ; :8: 49:68 .

Possible A ddi tio na l

~} -
)--

th e author's files, reports in ear lier Chronicl es an d answers to my queries from
helpful collectors. My purpose in re lating prior reported information is twofold:
first , to collect all known da ta concerning the marking "TOO LAT E" in one
place and to bring it down to da te; and, second, to indicate the deficiencies in
prior report s in the hope that collectors who now own th e her etofore ill-de
scribed covers will report to the author or to the edi tors of the Chronicle miss
ing or inaccurate ,information conce rning such covers. Accordingly, the accom
panyin g chart sets forth details of all the covers known to the author and
report ed to date bearin g the ma rkin g "TOO LATE."

Foreign Uses
Most of the speculation concerning the domest ic use of the mark ing "TOO

LATE" has been based on our knowledge of the wide use in the 19th century of
this marking in the British Empire, including India, Canada, and England.P T he
autho r has in his collecti on several covers thus used and has had an opportunity
to examine others that may have been so used as Irish Sea markings. In addi
tion, the author reca lls seeing the marking on a cover in a spectacular collec
tion of the postal history of Hong Kong exhibited at Williamsburgh, Va ., in
April 1973.

Recapitul.tion

T y pe N u m be r R ecorded
SF·I )
D~ 2
D~ )

NO 4
NY )0

T OTAL 18
-Two covers were no t ex am ined by th e a u thor a nd may be ei ther Types SF·) or SF·2 .

"Probably SF-3, but may be SF· ) or SF-2.
- - - The cover reported in Ch ronicle 12:8 may be the same reported in Ch ronicle 5:5 . T he

marking reported by Blake-Davis may be a separate typ e.
~~~~11 Borrow with confidence ~
rid In any emergency , borrow iMl the money you need at ;w;

;

' Edelman's . Use your collec- I
~W tion as ,COlla teral and still

retain com plete owne rsh ip.
~ At Edelman's, you can fA'
:Ill obtain qu ick, confidential •
.. loans for any amou nt up is

:M~. • to 80% of the value of I
~ your properties - from

~
S50 to $50,000 and more.

rR.. ~rite today for further r~
J6t] information. •

I edellllOH» ~
~ 301 Old Vo,' Ro.d I
!II! J enkintown, Pa . 19046 :it!
. , (Suburban Philadelphia) ;m:

.~~~~d
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A THIRD 12c IMPERF 51 L WITH IMPRINT
GEOFFREY BREWSTER

In his monograph United States-The 1851-57 Twelve Cent Stamp,' Mor
tim er L. Neinken record s only tw o items showing a portion of th e lef t imprint
of th e plat e th at pri nt ed all th e imperforate 12c postage stamps : a single and a
horizonta l pair, both showing the imprint ad jacent to Pos. 51 L. The illustration
accompan ying thi s art icle shows a th ird copy of Pas. 51 L wi th imprint ;" it came
to light at a sp ring 1975 ' Vest Co ast stamp show. As thi s copy shows no plate
number it adds further evidence to the gene ra lly accepted conclusion th at thi s
plate was without a plat e number.

Photo by Richar d Wolff . ..

Of those stamps' of the 1851-1857 issue recorded as being printed from
numbered plates, th e plat e number shows at some poin t a short distance be
neath th e letters "E NG" of "ENGRAVERS" in the imprint on copies with large
enough margins. On pr eviously reco rd ed copies of th e 12c denomination and
on th e copy illu strated here th ere is no evidence of a plate number, thus lead
ing to th e conclusion tha t this plate was one of the unnumbered plates of the
1851-1857 issue. It is possible , however , that the 12c plate received a plate num
ber later in its us e, as happen ed with ce rtain Ic an d 3c 1851-1857 plat es.

A curious feature of Pos. 51 L with imprint is the printed vertical line to
the lef t of the imprin t, ben eath ". . . NG RAVERS, Ph.. ." T his line is esse n
tiall y stra ight beneath "NGRAVEH", bends slightly away beneath "S", finally
straighten s out again beneath "Ph" , and ends th ere. As this line is on both th e
copy illus trated here an d on the copy illu strated on p. 1 of Neinken's mono
graph, it may be cons tant. If so, the line probably con tinues to th e left of the
imprint ad jacen t to Pas . 41 L , an d may extend to other left marginal posit ions
as well , as future discoveri es may show. Futu re research may also disclose the
line's significance.

Can any reader subm it further evidence to shed light on th e plat e num
ber question of th e 12c sta mp? Or does an y read er have a 12c 1851-1857 im
print copy that is not recorded by Ne inke n in his listing on pp. 7 and 9 of his
monograph? If so, he is welcome to con tact me so we ca n keep Neinken's list
up to date. According to a recent let ter to me from Mr. Neinken, he sta tes. "Since
writing th e brochure I have not see n or heard of anothe r imprint copy from this
fir st plate." It is interesting th at of th e imperforate 12c left imprint copi es now
on record, while th ere are three of Pos. 51 L there are non e of Pos. 31 L, 41 L, or
61 L! By comparison , there are right imprint copies of all except Pa s. 40 R.

I. The Co llectors Clu b of New York. Han dboo k 1'0. Ii . 1964.
2. For th e record. exrcp t for a p in ho le a t t h r- lOp of \Vash inglon 's foreh ead . th e slamp is

sou nd .
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
In the 1861 section for this issue , a subject neither strictly 1861 per iod or

the norm al Chronicle subject matter is include d. This is the Pony Express,
and there are some comments made in th e article elaborating on why th ese
covers are include d and also why Pony Express covers have not often been
wri tt en up in th e Chronicle in the past. Briefly, in 1963 wh en th e expande d
Chronicle was commen ced in its present "slick" form, covering eras other than
the 1851-61 period, the th en 1861 Period Editor, th e lat e Henry A. Meyer,
and th e oth er editors ag reed they had no desire to "in trude" into area s well
covered by publicat ions of other societies. There was plenty of material to
cover in the areas newly included , and there was no point in cover ing W esterns,
Confed erates, Bureau Issues and the field of Essavs and Proofs. In addition,
Mr. Meyer and Tracy W . Simpson, who then edite d the 1851-61 section, also
agreed that Mr. Meyer was not to hesitate in including mat eri al in the early
1861 era whi ch had Civil War conn otations, since Mr. Meyer was a Civil
War buff as well as an expe rt on steamb oats and many other fields. While
the present editor is also something of a Civil W ar enthusiast, he recognizes
that the present 1851-61 editors are most compete nt on both Civil War and
Westerns and thi s articl e is as appropria te for that sec tion as this.

One thing whi ch intr igues us very mu ch is that one of these covers
illust rat es so well the difference between a grea t postal history cover and
covers cons idered great simply becau se they bear rare stamps in strange com
bin at ions, even though the use would not be rare or at least so appealing
were the stam ps less spectacular, or completely absent . No one can call any
Pony Express covers mu nd an e, hut th eir appea l has usually been prop ortional
to the rarity of the stamps they bear. While either a $4 W ells Fargo or a $1
garter stamp on cover will attract max imum attention, yet th e use is about
the sam e as for most similar Pony covers, except for ra te , weight-and the stamp.
While I have no feeling today that sta mps are othe r than gaining rapidly in
appreciation, it seems th at the gains of postal history are even grea te r.

R. B. Graham
A PAIR OF PONY COVERS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Mr. Marc Haas of New York has recently sent us photographs of a pair of
Pony Express covers, one of which is a recent find in Europe, and the other,
whil e its existence has been a matter of record for some yea rs, has still never
been written up in detail to our knowledge, although it has several extremely
interesting fea tures, some of whi ch ar e unique.

The appearance of a h itherto unknown Pony Express cover , particularly
when it is th e first such cover recorded addressed and tran sported to France,
is most gratifying. The find aga in illustrates that th ere arc still some great
covers lurking in files and old att ics just wait ing to be di scovered and appreciated.

In a way, the pr eviously recorded Pony Express cover may also be said
to have been just "d iscovered," for, to an Ashbrook or one of our other great
postal histo ry students with an interest in both W estern and Confederate items ,
it would have presented a cha llenge he would not have cared to ha ve refus ed.

Both of th ese covers have been recently acquired by Marc Haas, and the
notes he sent along with the ph otographs have pro ven to be of great value in
the ana lyses and discussion of these covers which follow.

BY PONY TO THE CON FEDERACY
Figures 1 and 10 show th e fron t an d back of th is cover. Probably the fact

that it does not bear the usual colorfully spectacular and somewha t flamboyant
mark ings such as the running pony accounts for the cover's not having had much
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attention previously. 111e fact rem ains, howev er , th at insofar as the available
record shows, this is th e only know n Pony Expr ess cover add ressed to the Con
federacy. In th e tabulati on of Pony Express covers given by Mel Nathan in his
portion of Th e Pony Ex press, which is th e definitive work on the postal histo ry
of this subject , and which tabulat es over 150 Pony Express covers, not one
other cover addressed to what became a sta te of th e Confed eracy is listed for
the period after th e sta te seceded.

Figure 1. From.somewhere e..' of California and Oregon, by Pony Express to Ihe Confedera..,. Addr_ed 10
the Governor of Virginia, the cover bears the usual green St. Jos eph 's, Missou ri e.d .s. of May 24 (1861 ) killing
the 3c Nesbitt embossed envelope stamp. Courtesy of Marc Haas.

The $2.00 rate for Pony Express letters was in effe ct only from April
through june of 1861. It was mostly during th at short period th at Pon y E xpress
Covers addressed to destinations within the newly form ed Confederate States
could have been sent. On F ebruary 4, 1861, th e Provisional Government of th e
Confederacy carne into being, wi th Jefferson Davis being elected its President
five days later. Thi s took place at th e Confede ra te capital at Montgom ery,
Alabama. Th e sta te of Virginia did not secede un til April 17, 1861, becoming
a part of the Confederac y on May 7. On May 29. th e capital of the Confede racy
was moved to Richmond, Virgini a. Ju st two days late r, on June 1, 1861, as an
nounced by Postmast er Genera l John H . Beagan of th e Confederacy, U.S . stamps
and stamped envelopes wer e no lon ger of any valu e in th e seceded states,
as th e Confed erate Government had taken over th e postal system within those
states . About th e same tim e (undoubte dly du e to th e announced intent of the
Confederate Government ) Montgomer y Blair, Postmaster Gen eral of th e United
States, also announced di scontinuan ce of Fed er al mail service, including all
postal routes and contracts , as we ll as postoffices, within th e secede d states.

Although th e news th at Vir gin ia had seceded proba b ly sprea d throughout
the states east of th c Mississippi and its borders as fas t as the telegraph could
carry it , it had to have been some time before the wes t coas t learned of it. And ,
if one reads contemporary accounts such as Mark Twain's Roughing It, or th e
newspapers of the period , interest was not nearl y so strong ; many westerners
had th eir minds on oth er matters, suc h as min ing gold and looking for mo re.
For man y, th eir attitude was similar h i that of an isola tionist of th e- pre-World
War II pe riod ; somewhat interest ed , hut "kee p it in E uro pe; we don', wish to
get involved. " In fact man y eastern ers went west to avo id th e war.

This couldn't have been true of everyone. Certainly, it was far from true
for th e off icer s of th r: United Slah>s army at th e militar y posts in the wes t . Th e
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northerners waited to be called to the seat of th e action and the southern-born
officers waited anxiously to see if their sta te s would secede . If this happened,
th en a decision wh ether to stay with the "old flag " or go with th e state had to
be made.

As we noted, Virginia had seceded on April 17, 1861, and joined the
Confederat e States on Mav 7. If it is assumed th at about a month was required
for the news of Virginia's 'secession to reach a fairly remote W estern U.S. Army
post, in the Rockies, perhaps, then a Virginia officer deciding to join the mili
tary forces of his newly seceded state should have been making his offer or
at least starting east to resign by mid-May.

The cover shown in Figure 1 bears th e green St. Joseph datestamp as
sociated with th e Pony Express service, dated on May 24, 1861, and, in accord
ance with the then current regulations, the datestamp ties a 3c U.S. stamped en
velope which, we assume, paid th e proper U.S. rate. In addition, the cover bears
the manuscript legend "Per Pon y Express/Paid $2.00" and is addressed to the
Hon. John Letcher, Governor of Virginia, Richmond. On the cover back, it bears
in magenta the well known handstamp in a multi-lined fancy oval , "Record Di
vision /War Department," and in its center, "Rebel Archives." The cover has
no handstamped running pony, and no printed frank , nor does it bear any of
the geometrically deli ghtful conglomerate circl e and oval handstamps of the
Central Overland and Pikes Peak Express Company-which was the official
name of th e original operators of the Pony Express. Nor is th is a normal "pony"
cover in other ways, as we will see later.

The normal rate, for reasons to be explained later in this article, for a
p<Jny express cover travellin g over the Central Overland route at that time
was $2.00 for the Pony Expr ess operators and the regular U.S. postage, which
was required by law to be pr epaid in a U.S. stamped envelope when carried
outside th e United States mails, and which was to be th e normal postage for
the distance travelled , under the current rates. So, the 3c postage is an indication
the letter did not originate in the Pacific Coast states of California and Oregon
or in Washington Territory; otherwise the postage would have been IOc. In
addition, had th e cover originated in San Francisco it would have borne the
usual "Running Pony" handstamp or, if sent from one of the larger western
express offices which accepted such letters , it would ha ve carried one of the
express company handstamps. So, the conclusion is inescapable that th e cover
originated from one of th e Rock y Mountain area or western army posts and
could have been mailed by a Virginia native son army officer . Rather than sug
gest that he was attempting to get his letter to Richmond before th e U.S. mail
service to the South was cut off at the end of May, we feel that he had other
reasons, since it seems impossible th at the sender could have heard of the an
nounced intent regarding th e ma il service discontinuance at th e time the letter
was mail ed. Rather, we suggest that th e expensive pony express service was
used so that the sender would be one of the first to offer his service to
the military forces of Virginia, and a letter to the governor was the logical
way. To carry the idea further-in th e then United States army, only a limited
number of officer 's slots were available-and the writer may have felt that if
Virginia's forces were operated in th e same way, th en it might be "first come,
first served." For those not familiar with how th e southern-born U.S. army of
ficers entered th e Confed erate service at th e beginning of th e war, the process
was to resign from the U.S. Army (either quietly locating a post in th e southern
forces first, or simply cutting all ties before going south) and to then offer one's
service to either the native State adjutant gen eral or to the Governor. The entr y
into the Confederate forc es occurred wh en th e State troops, already organized
into regiments, were mustered into th e Confederate forc es, usually by arrange
ment between Confederate and state governments. A mor e detailed descrip
tion can easily be found by reading parts of a bio graphy of Rob ert E. Lee or
of nearly any other prominent officer of the Confed eracy.

Th e "Rebel Archives" handstamp is also possibly evidence of some sort
in favor of our speculation. This marking wa s applied to papers collected by
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Figure 1a. The back of the cover of Figure I, showing the magenta "Record Divislon/War Dep.rt"'.nt/.....,
Archives" magenta handstamp applied to material captured or appropriated and taken to Washington after the
end of the Civil War.

the War Department immediately after the War and for some time afterwards.
It is known in shades of magenta and black, but it was applied only to papers
of the various Confederate government agencies, the seceded states, and also of
prominent officials whose papers were captured, appropriated, or, in later
years, donated. The fact that the cover is addressed to Letcher isn't proof that
it was used as we have suggested, but it is evide nce that it was probably
not a purely personal or family letter, and was thus a part of his official papers.
The story of how materials so marked, or at least many of the covers associated
with the Point Lookout, Maryland, Federal prison for captured Confederate
soldiers, got out of the archival depositories, was told the writer by Thomas M.
Parks, who also supplied some data to Mr. Earl Antrim for an article on this
subject in the Confederate Philatelist some years ago . The story is that, after
years of collecting, sorting and classifying much of the captured papers of the
Confederacy (which process had been sort of a pork barrel project employing a
small army of Federal Civil War veterans for years) in the 1920s, it was de
cided somewhere in Washington that large amounts of the material, sorted out
as not particularly significant historically, was to be discarded as wastepaper.
The paper, in huge amounts, was sold to local paper scrap dealers, and a Wash
ington stamp dealer of the day managed to secure much of the material, or at
least that with interest to stamp collectors, and prevent its destruction. The
story is that he was a bit sensitive about wh ether questions would be asked at
first, and for this reason converted many of the covers to fronts , discarding the
backs with their "Rebel Archives" handstamps. Most of these fronts are identi
fiable with this lot by tiny dots of spattered magenta ink on their fac es. One can
only guess as to whether this Pony Express cover reached the world of collec
tors this way or by other means. For those who wish to read more about the
Rebel Archives marking, reference should be made to the Antrim article in the
Confederate Philatelist for January 1961.

In any case, this cover, not nearly as spectacular in appearance as are many
of its more highly sought brethren, could it talk, could probably tell a story
that would put to shame the stories behind most of the more colorful "ponies."
As its present owner, Marc Haas, has commented to the writer, it is difficult
to decide whether to include the cover in a Pon y Express, Western, or a Con-
federate collection. It would grace any of them. '

Before discussing the second of our pair of ponies, it seems desirable to
include a capsule review of the rates and routes involving Pony Express covers,
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3c
3c

3c

10e
10e

same

S2.00 per 'h oz.
SI.OO per 'h oz.

sameFeb . 27. '61
Apr. 15-18,
1861 same
July I , 1861 We lls Fa rgo
• or $2.50 per quart er o unce.

All rates, Pon y or Post Office, were req uired to be prepaid for dom esti c car riage.

as these covers are not often wr itte n up in the Chronicle which normally does
not include purely wes tern mat erial unless it has facet s of interest in other
areas of postal history. W esterns and Confederates are most th oro ughly covered
in Western Express and th e Confederate Philat elist, respectively, with inclusion
of collateral material.

PONY EXPRESS AND U.S. POSTAGE ON EXPRESS COVERS
The act of Congress of August 31, 1852, had provid ed th at letters mailed

in "unused" stamped envelopes cou ld be ca rried ou tside of th e mails. The
amount of the embossed stamp of the stamped envelope was to be in the
am ount of th e correct postage for th e distan ce carried. This enactment had
been for th e purpose of providing a legal mean s for th e express companies to
carry mail s in areas where th e Post Office Department of the United States
could not operate , because of economic or othe r reasons. The idea was that
an express com pany could buy th e stamped envelopes prepaid in the correct
amounts fr om th e Post Office D epart ment an d th en impress on the enve lope
th eir own extra fee frank, and it was in this way th at th e govern ment auto
matically received its legal due for carriage of letters no Federa l mail cont ractor
ever handled.

During the period the Pony Express was in operation, two distinct Govern
ment rates, based upon th e distance a letter was carried , were in force. At first
th ese were IDe, for letter s ca rried over 3000 mil es and 3c per single letter for
all other distan ces un der 3000 miles. By the ac t of F ebruary 27, 1861-an
nounced to postmasters by Postmaster Ge neral Montgomery Blair in a pamphlet
dat ed May 1, 1861-the d istan ce requirement was changed som ewhat. The new
regul ations required lOe pos tage on all letters to or from "Sta tes or Territories
on th e Pacific Coast" and which were from or to any point eas t of the Rocky
Mountains. The statem ent has often been made th at any letters passing over
the Rocky Mountains under this provision required postage of 10c per single
letter. This was not quit e th e case; such a letter had to also be to or from the
states of Cali fornia or Oregon or Washington Territory .

The Transcontinental Pon y E xpress was origina te d by and also operated
by, until late June of 1861, th e Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Ex
press Co. which was the official na me. The actua l nam e of th e firm who
operated the COC & PP E Co . was Russell, Majors an d Wadde ll, who also were
operating a freight line. This out fit wen t bankru p t in th e spring of 1861,
and W ells , F argo & Co. took over th e Pon y Express and op erated it until the
completion of th e tr anscontinental telegrap h made th e ope ration unprofitable.

Covers ca rried by th e Pon y Express commanded very hi gh rates, as com
pared to the th en existing postal ra tes. The earlies t rates we re $5.00 per
half ounce, with , possibl y for a few weeks, a $3.00 ra te for carriage of a letter
from San Fra ncisco only to Salt Lake City. Lat er , a half rat e for letters of
one quarter ou nce or less was apparen tly used or th e ra te was actually changed
to $2.50 per quarter ounce. We say "apparently" b ecau se few of the Central
Overland & Pikes Peak Express Co. records have ever come to light, and the
data available com e mostl y from newspaper ads, and similar sources.

In th e sp ring of 1861, th e ra te dropped from $5 to $2 per half ounce, and
under Well s, F argo, from Jul y 1, 1861, until the en d, th e ra te was but $1.00
per half oun ce.
. The following table puts the ra tes into capsule form :
Beginnin g Pony Pon y rate Telegraph or U.S. Mai ls-Per half ounce
Dal es Carrier per 1/ 2 oz. per \4 oz. Over 3000 Mi. Unde r 3000 Mi.
Apr. 3. '60 coe &: PPE $5.00 $2.50 10e 3c

Pac Coast-Eas l Other
of Rockies

10e
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Eastb ound covers fro m San Fra nc isco were mail ed direc tly at the Pony
Express office, and did not enter the U.S. mai l until they reached St . Joseph,
Mo., or , later , Atchison, Kansas, the easte rn termini of the Pon y segment of the
rout e. The Pony Express operators, pri or to Wells Fargo , apparently had ex
press mail collecti on offices in New York, Washington and St. Lo uis as well as
St. Joseph, Mo. and if any let ter s were sent to S1. Joseph by U.S. mail , th ey
seemingly were un der separate covers. Lat er , afte r Wells Far go took over,
th e wes tbound covers bore New York postmarks in man y cases, althoug h oth er
east coa st postmarks have been see n. All were sent by regu lar U.S. mails to
St . Joseph, Mo., or the western termini , as th e service had offic ial U.S. post
office sanct ion and regulat ion by th is time.

Man y of th e ea rlie r west bound Pony cove rs bear bu t :3c postage. T his
was apparently b ecause someon e decided the "und er 3000 mil es" distance from
the eas t coast to St. Joseph should apply, alt hough the law ac tua lly read th at
the correct posta ge for the full distance carr ied should be paid, whic h was
usually Hlc, A few of the eastbound covers, entering th e Pon y route from such
poin ts as Denver (by a separa te express route to Julesb ur g, probably) or Camp
Floyd , Utah, could legitimat ely have travell ed in a 3c stampe d envelope since
th eir carriage did not span the con tinent.

A PONY EXPRESS COVER TO FRANCE

. Figur. 2. A Pony Express cover add ressed to France . The blue running pony San Francisco hands' amp tie l the
red $1 Wells·Fargo pony express stamp. The New York Fren ch treaty excha nge marking is in blac k, and the
Paris exchange markings , showing receip' by British service to across the chann el and Calais, is in red. The
cover is backooS.amped, also at Paris, o n Aug . 27 , 1861 , and at Metz with the Augu st d ate not d isti nguishab le.
Courtesy of Marc Haas.

Th e authorita tive work on Pony Express cove rs is Mel Na than's porti on of
The Pony Express, pu blished by the Collectors Club of New York in 1962. In
cluded in that work is a list of Pony Express covers as recorded by a com
mittee of the Wester n Cover Society. This table includ es just over 1.'50 covers ,
of which almost exactly two -th ird s were eastbound covers .

The list included only th ree covers addr essed to Europe. Two; by British
mails, were not fu lly pr ep aid , and were to England ancl Scotlan d , respecti vely.
A th ird, prepaid by a 30c 1860 stamp, was sent by Prussian Closed Mail to
Elmshom, jus t west of Hamburg. Germany in Septem ber of 1861. All three
are pl ain enve lopes without embossed gove rn me nt stamps. an d will b e dis
cussed later in this article in th at connection.

The cover shown in Figure 2 was pos ted in th e Wells Fargo office at San
Francisco on July 27, ]861, bein g posted in a :k star d ie enve lope bearing the
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Wells Fargo frank, and also a Wells Fargo $1 stamp, indicating the cover to be
single weight. The Wells Fargo stamp was cancelled with a strike of the San
Francisco "running pony" in the usual blu e. Th e cover is unique in many re 
spects; certainly no other Pony Express covers are recorded to France-really,
Metz, in the Moselle region , which was about as far east as one could get in
France in th e 1860s. Another most unusual feature is the use of th e 3c star die
envelope. In the table of Pony Express covers given by Mel Nathan in his por
tion of Th e Pony Express, no other Pony cover, eastbound and mailed after th e
change of the rate and distance description from "over 3000 miles" to "from
states or territories on the Pacific Coast to east of th e Rockies," was sent with
oth er than lOc U.S. postage pr epaid. And there are about 65 Pony covers listed
by Mr. Nathan whi ch fall into this category. This fact strongly suggests that
the Wells Fargo office in San Francisco normally required use of the 10c
stamped envelopes, and also that in this instance, the cover being addressed to
France, the 3c envelope was used deliberately. Discussion on this point will be
reserved until later.

The cover wa s not postmarked at St. jos eph where it enterecI the U.S.
mails , although the domestic Pony covers were normally postmarked at that
point. This omission of the postmark of the town of "origin" was not uncommon
in 1860 on other U.S. covers addressed to abroad, particularly when, as with
covers sent under the French treaty, partial payments were not recognized. At
New York, the cover was postmarked on August 14, the normal black New
York 3c debit marking used on unpaid single rate letters sent by British steamer
to France being applied . When the cover reached Paris, it was marked with a red
double circl e marking used on letters from the United States received via British
mails and Calais. This marking was applied on August 27; the cover is back
stamped with Paris and Metz receiving markings, and is rated on the front
with an 8 decimes or 80 centimes due marking-the full postage, (equal to lSc
U.S.), which was collect ed from the recipient of the cover . After it left St.
j oseph, this was perfectl y normal usage in every way for an unpaid cover
under the U.S.-French mail treat y.

Under the postal treat y with France, letters were sent either fully pre
paid or unpaid, as partial payments were not recogni zed by either side. Why
was eve n the 3c envelope used ? In our opinion, to comply with the requirement
that such express covers be sent in government stamped envelopes, with the
domestic postage prep aid for the distance the cover was to be carried. However,
in this case, no postage was really required , since such letters could be sent
totally unpaid.

Returning to the other thr ee Pony covers addressed to abroad, as listed
in 1962 by Mr . Mel Nathan, all three are quite int eresting from this standpoint.
T he cover (possibly a front) addressed to Scotland is listed incorrectly at the
bottom of the table on page 54 in The Pony Express as addressed to New
York, but actually, from the illustration on page 25, is clearly addressed to
Scotland, and so rated. This is a famous cover from another standpoint, since
it is an iIlustrated "stagecoach" cover with a lOc stamp placecI neatly over the
illustration. It originated in San Francisco, Nov. 7, 1860, and since a govern
ment stamped envelope was not used , the sender evid ently felt the 10c stamp was
required to have the letter placed in the mails. The stamp was cancellecI by the
running pon y oval , but not by the St. jos eph postmark of Nov. 20, 1860. At
New York, the cover was rated with ~4c due, and sent by American packet to
England, as indicated by the 21c debited to En gland in the New York Nov. 24
datestamp. Under the U.S.-British postal convention, partial payments were not
recognized.

Another cover to the British Isles is iIlustrated in the Nathan book, this
bei ng mail ed from San Francisco by the Pon y Express of April 13, 1861. The
cover bears no U.S. postage whatsoever, but it passed through the sequence
with no trouble, being postmarked at St. joseph on April 20, and exchangecI at
New York for transmission by Briti sh packet on April 30.

The most spectacular of the forei gn destin ed covers in Nathan's compilation
is a cover bearing a 30c U.S. 1857 stamp, placed over a patriotic design, and
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addressed to "E lmshorn, by Hamburg" in the autumn of 1861. The cover bears
a $1 Pony stamp, and the usual running pony of San Francisco, 'dated Sept. 14
(1861). The sta mp was cancelled with the Atchi son, Kan ., postmark, applied
Sept. :n, an d was sent to Europe by the New York postoffice, via Prussian
Closed Ma il, on Oct. , 5, 1861. Th e sta mp was considered to have prepaid th e
full rate to Germany, although actua lly, at that time the correct rate to a
town in Holstein, via Prussian Close d M ail, was 35c. As the cover was endorsed
"By Hambur g" and the rat e via Hamb urg to Holstein was but 25c, the New
York office evidently chose to send the cover by the next steamer rather than
the designat ed one , even though the pos tage was sho rt by 5c for this service.

The point in describ ing all these covers is that in but one case was th e
clear lOc cross country ra te pa id , an d then it was paid with a stamp, rather
than a stampe d envelope . In the cases of the other covers, the 30c was the
intended postage to Germany, and no extra lOc was required; the other three
covers required no prepayment , and anything less than full prepayment to des
tination wa s wasted .

All of these covers are spec tacular and must be among the real gems in
whosever collec tions they grace, th e recently discovered Pon y to France bein g
outstanding with respect to condition. Thi s cover , recen tly returned to th e
Unite d Stat es after a n ,') yea r sojourn in E urope, is fresh and crisp , and with
its clear postmarks and variega ted colors of stamps. frank and postmarks, is a
truly beautiful cover.
MORE ON THE "PSEUDO" CONFEDERATE PATRIOTIC
Mr. Rob ert L. Kuehne .has wri tten , comme nting that he has handled at

least one unused design of the "pseudo-Confedera te" patrioti c illustra ted and
writte n up in Chronicle 86:100-12.

In addition, he notes that a used example was sold in the Hobert A. Siegel
sale of Confederate States ma teria l of June 26, 1968. This was Siegel's sale No.
337, and the cover, whi ch was illustrated , was the last lot in the sale, No. 943. It
had a sub-heading "Union Pa tr iotic in imitati on of Confedera te Patriotic," and
was otherwise described as follows:

(Cover sym bo l) 3c Rose Pin k (G4a) . Fine . tied on back of Northe rn Patriotic
cover ca ricatu r ing a Confederate Patrioti c, "Seven Sta r Flag ," Mu ltico lor . over
en t ire fro n t of enve lope, very m uch like Diet z A-J, bu t names in thin b lock le tte rs
& " T he Pirate Flag" in scribed in middle of stars. used Sept. IIi, 1RGJ. Extremely
fin e. (Pho to) (Est) IX.

Against the Siege l estimate of IX ( then $150-$200) the cover realized $320.
Obviously, th e cove r appealed to more than one collector!

We thank Mr. Kuehne for his report .
CIVIL WAR - FROM THE NAVY, ABROAD
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Most of the U.S. Navy's duties in the Civil W ar centered on the blockad e
and the gradua l capture of the important ports of th e Confed eracy. Yet , th ere
were duties abroad to perform; representati on of th e United States' interests and
protect ion of its commerce in the far corners of the world were each also a
navy respon sibility. During the wa r yea rs, the job was given a rath er perfun c
tory treatment, as evidenced by th e successes of the few Confederate ra iders
which the South managed to get in opera tion during those years : the Alabama ,
and the Shenando ah being the most effec tive , but the Florida, Sum ter and a few
others also having had their moments.

The U.S. Navy used two types of vessels on foreign sta tion for the most
part. These were heavy war sloops, or at least steam sloops (warships with all
the main battery on one deck) of war , he avy and fast enough to contend with
the C.S.S. A labama or C.S.S. Florida-if they could ever catch up with them.
The nemeses of these tw o raiders, in fact , the U.S.S. Kearsa ge and the U.S.S.
W achusett, were ships of th is type. There were others such as the Tuscarora,
the Sacramento, the N iagara, all usually in Euro pean waters and the Wyom ing,
Narra gansett and Lancaster in the Pacific.
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The other type of vessel was the obsolete sailing vessel, which serve d at
least to show the U.S. flag at minimum expense of money and manpower
where such seemed useful. These vessels were not worth much on bl ockade-a
sailing ship, no matt er how well armed , was usually pretty helpless agains t
even a light stea mer-and their cha nces of catching a Confederate raider would
have been about the same as of contending with one if they did catch it: poor
and none.

TIle mails from these ships are almost always interesting. Due to the atti-
tude of the foreign nat ions, mostly based upon the Briti sh poli cies, of providing
equal bell igerent righ ts to both Northern and Southern sides of the American
Civil War, these vessels could not lie in port for weeks on end, getti ng "aground
on their own beef bones" as did vessels of most naval estab lishme nts before the
war . Man y of their letters home, particu larly from Euro pean waters , are fairl y
routine. However , man y were not , or at least had some features th at rather
set them apa rt from the usual comm ercial corres ponde nce of the period.

Two covers are shown with thi s ar ticle . Both are from aboard obsolete sail
ing ships , on duty mainly to provide a force of guns and arme d men to sett le
disturbances. The pleasant ha bit of many naval correspondents of wri tin g th eir
location on the outside of the cover ad ds to our inform ation, as well as th e
interest of the covers .

N Ew YO R: K.

'IT L/58fJ/f

co.WII Y N E

r-::-' U.S . OF A MER I C- Il .

~ ..£ FR QM U.S . !>HI P S T. LOU/ 5 .

{~~ ~/e-~u.~ . /~

The U.S.S. St . L..ouis was a sailing sloop of war of 18 guns, built in 1828 and
wa~ in service .ull til 19~. Th e cover shown was sent by th e pri vate brig, J:Mc
Intire, from LIsbon , prIor to Sept. 28, 1862, since the St . Louis left Lisbon for
Fayal on. that da te. 1110 cover was received in New York, and rated as a ship
letter, wltl~ 5c ? ue, on October 17, 1862. T he cover has two other interesting
features. Since It wa s unknown to the sender, at the tim e he wrote it, how th e
letter wou ld be sent , he took no chances and secured a "Naval Letter" certifi
cati~J1 from the executive officer of the St. Louis , Lt. James A. Greer, who had
received some promi nence early in the war as bein g one of the officers ordered
aboard. the British mail stea me r T ,.ent to take off the Confederate envoys, Mason
and Slide ll. In any case , it is to this endorseme nt we owe the inform ation that
the cover was from aboard the U.S. Ship St. I...ouis at Lisbon , and thus also
note that the cover is an example of a U.S. pat riotic cover used from abroad.

The Nav al letter endorseme nt. which wo uld. und er norm al circumstances
have perm itt ed the cover to have been received with onl y normal domestic
postage du e, was not recogn ized because the con veying vessel received its 2c
ship letter fee which had thus to Iw charged. 111is was still a pretty good deal
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for th e D eGolyer fam ily ( the add ressee ) , p resuma bly; according to the Sep
tember 1862 U.S. Ma i] & Post Office Assist ant, postage, regardless of rou te, had
to be prep aid , an d was from 21c ami up per q uarter ounce by French ma ils,
via Beh obia.

The other cove r is from aboard the U.S. Brig Bainbrid ge at Aspinwall, New
Gra nada, which is to say , tod uy's Colon, Ca na l Zone, Thi s was then the term
inus of the New York-Isthmus portion of the "Californ ia Steam er" route, and it
was considered a very vulnerable spot for some sort of Confederate action.

\ (
't , •

\

.~

\ \ C4~..
d

The Bainbr idge was one of the fastest and poss ib ly most unstable naval
sa iling vessels ever buil t . She was one of five similar b rigs built in th e early
1840s an d all were built for speed , probabl y intend ed to cha se slavers. Nei ther
of the two mos t similar sh ips, the T ruxton and the So mers , ou tlasted th e Mex
ican wa r. Th e Somers had a stra nge history; she was th e sce ne of wha t was
term ed an att empted mut iny in wh ich the son of the then Secre tary of War
was hanged, and a few yea rs late r she capsized in th e Gnlf of Mexico with
the loss of 40 men . Her com mand er wa s then Raph ael Semmes, who later be
came famous as comma nder of the C.S.S. Alabam a. Th e T ruxto n didn't capsize ;
she had a far deep er keel th an the other two brigs, and she ran ag roun d in
sh allow water on the Mexican coas t in 1846, and was burn ed to pr even t her
salvage by the Mexicans . All thr ee of th e hri gs carried a tremend ous amo unt
of sa il for a nava l vessel , and all were very fast . All came to a sticky end becau se
of the ir design.

TIle Bainbridge was th e last to go. As shown by rho cove r illustrated here,
she lasted into the Civil War. Th e cover shown wa s written on a Janu ary 18,
and th e yea r has to be 1863, since the Ba inb ridge was not ordered to Aspinwall
until in September 1862. In November of th at year, while crui sing in th e Gulf,
she was bad ly dam aged in a storm, and aft er temporary repairs at Aspinwall,
went to New York in May 1863. After refitt ing, and with a new cre w, she was
returning south whe n she capsized in a storm off Hattera s on Aug. 21, 1863, with
but one survivor. This was a contrahand aid to th e sh ip's cook.

Th e cover shown was sent by Acting Ensign Cha rles F. Rogers, who un 
doubtedl y also ma de the pret ty littl e sketch in th e lower left comer of th e
cover. Th e ra te for covers entering the Ca lifornia Steamer route at As pinwall
wa s IOc per single letter, and Rogers prep aid a single ra te with three 3c stamps
and one Ic. H owever, the let ter was ap pa rently double ra te ( it doesn' t take
an extreme ly large letter to weigh over ~ ounce ) as th e cover had a D ue 10
ch arged at New York.
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
MIXED FRANKING USES OF THE 10e 1869 STAMP
One of the long-term goals of this section is to generat e a listing of covers

that show 1869 stamps used with stamps of other nations. This is an ambitious
project, so ambitious that it might never ge t done. There are a great many covers .
By way of making a beginning, we list and discuss herewith all the covers we
know of, bearing the lOc 1869 stam p legitimately used on cover with foreign
stam ps . The list is short and surely inco mplete. But it is the result of dili gent
work over some yea rs, and includes several items wh ose existence has not pre
viously been recorded. At the very least, th e listing hint s at the multiplicity of
mixed-franking uses th at are likely to be found with the sta mps of the 1869
series. It also suggests how th e specialized study of a single stamp, rathe r than
being narrowing or restrictive, can expa nd to embrace the postal practices of
much of th e world.

INTRODUCTION
A few prefatory words : We are talking her e abo ut th e U.S. lOc stam p of

1869, along with at least one foreign stamp, legitimat ely used on a cover. While
we respect th e distin ction between comb ina tion covers and forw arded covers,
we have largely ignored it, so as to broad en the scope of th is discussion .

The classification of mixed- franking cove rs has been exhaustively treat ed
by many different wr ite rs. The most ela bo rate study to come to our attention
is Edwin Mu eller's write-up in Th e Collectors Club Philatelist, volume 33,
number 6. Acco rding to Mueller's highly differentiat ed breakdown, the covers
discussed below would all be "mu ltiple country frankings." Since th is designa
tion doesn't fall freely from th e lips during ord ina ry con versation, we prefer to
call th em "mixed-franking covers."

On e of the problems in discussing mixed -franking covers is that th ey usually
involve arca ne usages in far -off places, showing rates or postal practices be
yond the expert ise of amateur specialists such as thi s one. Perhaps th is is why
such covers, interesting as th ey are, have not been written up more extens ively.
If the rem arks th at follow seem hed ged or highly tentat ive, this is only becau se
we are not particularly knowled geable of the postal practi ces of th e nations rep
resented by the foreign stamps under discussion. W e wou ld warmly welcome
corr ecti ons, further inform ation or repo rts of additional covers.

Coming now to the specif ics, we arc well assured of the existence of 18
mixed franking covers showing the lOc 1869 stamp. This is a somewha t larger
number than we expected to find when we embarked on thi s study, an d doubt
less reflects th e relatively widespread overseas use of the 10c 1869 stamp, by
virtue of its having paid th e lOc "blanket rate" (see Chronicle 86, pages 103-105)
to and from many destinations the world over. The 18 covers we record show the
stamps of eight differ ent nations: Briti sh Columbia, the Dan ish W est Indies,
England, France, Hawaii , India, Peru and Wurttemberg. The covers are listed
chronologically in Table 1, but for purpo ses of d iscussion, it seems more logical
to group th em according to th e foreign stamps they bear. W e begin with the
countries for which mixed- franking uses are mos t numerous, and work down
from th ere. We have tried t o illust rate as many representa tive cove rs as we can,
and apolog ize for the murky nature of some of the photos. A good many of
thes e covers have not sur faced in 30 years or more. The accompa nying photos,
whil e in man y cases no prize-winners, are th e best available.

10e 1869 USED WITH HAWAII
Of the 18 covers for which we have specific informati on, five originated

in Hawaii. All five show the lOc 1869 stamp used in combination with the
5c blue Hawaii (Scott # 32) . Two of th e five show double-rate 'uses bear ing
pairs of both stamps . Of th e three single-rate covers, one has th e additional
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embellishme nt of having been sent via the United Stat es to England. Along with
the 5c Hawai i and the 10c 1869, it shows a U.S. 12c black 1861 stam p, paying
the transatl antic postage from the U.S. to England.

F igure 1 is a cover that was formerly in the David Baker collection, show
ing a 5c blue Hawaii ( tied by the familiar negative "HI" killer ) and a lOe
1869 stamp. Th e large circular HO NOLUL U HAWAIIAN-ISLANDS marking,
at lower left, shows APR 21. Since it was not possible for 1869 stamps to have
been used in Hawaii as early as April 1869, our tentati ve conclusion is that th is
cover dates from April 1870. Our understanding is that th e 5c stamp paid th e
Hawaiian intern al postage. U.S. stamps were needed to complete the prepay
ment of a letter to the U.S. They were availab le at the Honolulu post offi ce
and widely used for this purpose. The rate from Hawaii to th e U.S. during th is
period was lOc per half ounce. Th e San Francisco circular date stam p on th e
cover in Figure 1, dup lexed with a leaf-like killer , reads May 8. Another strike
of this killer ties th e 10c 1869 stamp.
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Figure 1. The U.S. 10c 1869 stamp used in comb ination with the 5c blue Hawaii ~32. on a cover from Honolulu
to San Francisco .

A quite similar cover, with the stamps comparably arrayed, was lot 2073
in th e first Knapp sale. This cover is addressed to Cha rles W, Brooks, care of
Rev. Ch arl es Brooks, Medford, Mass. On this cover th e 5c Hawaiian stamp is
at th e upper left corner, also tied by the negati ve "H I" killer. The large Hono
lulu circular shows FEB 8 and the San Francisco dat e stamp shows FEB 24.
We list this cover as entering the mails on February 8, 1870.

Figure 2 shows a cover that weighed between ~ and 1 ounce and thus
required double postage. It shows a horizo ntal pair of th e 5c Hawaii and a
vertical pair of the lOc 1869. Th is cover is addressed to Reading, Michi gan , and
comes from the Fitzsimmons correspondence, which yielde d a good many in
teresting Hawaiian combination covers from thi s period . Here th e Honolulu
circular read s JAN 4 and the San Francisco circular date stamp JAN 26. As
with th e cover in Figure 1, we assume this is from 1870. This cover was most
recently sold as lot 500 in the Siegel sale of April 25, 1967. Anothe r double-rate
cover, with two horizontal pairs of the same stamps, .from the same correspond
ence but addressed in a different hand, was lot 2487 in the second Knapp sale.
On this c;over th e Honolulu circular shows JUN 22 and the San Francisco
circular date stamp shows JUL 5. For reasons discussed below, we know this
cover was posted June 22, 1870.

Figure 3, a reproduction of a photo of a ph oto , shows a cover from Honolulu
to London, bearin g a 5c blue Hawaii, a 10c 1869 and a 12c black Washing ton.
This was lot 2071 in the first Knapp sale. It shows a double oval cache t, at upper
left, that reads GE NE RAL POST OFFICE/ HONOLU LU H .I./DEC. 13 1869.
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Plgur. 2. The 18me co mbi nation 8' In Fig ure 1r here on a doub le...,..te d co ver from Hono lulu '0 Reading, Mich
igan, from the Fitzsi mmo ns correspo ndence.

The 5c blue seems barely tied by the "HI" killer. The large San Francisco cir
cula r paid, which we suspect is magenta, shows JAN 13. The 10c 1869 stamp
is tied by the commonly-seen London paid circular, dated February 2?, 1870.
Both th e lOc 1869 sta mp and the 12c stamp seem bar ely tied by a San Fran
cisco killer. The letter pos t ra te from the U.S. to Britain during 1869 was 12c
per half ounce. It was reduced to 6c on Janu ary 1, 1870. Thus, when this cover
was posted, th e 5c sta mp pa id th e Hawaiian internal postage, th e 10c stamp
paid th e transpacific postage and the 12c stamp paid wh at was then the rat e
from the U.S. to England. By the time the cove r reached San Francisco, th e
rate to England had been reduced , but we can excuse the Honolulu postmaster
for not ha ving anticipate d th is in December . The Knapp catalog describes
the 12c stam p as Scott #68, ungrilled . W e have never seen this cover, but
suspect the stamp might be a grill.

Figure 4 shows a 12c grill used from Hawaii to England, this tim e from the
middle of 1870, when the rate-change mus t have been known. The 10e trans-
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"II"". 3. Th. Kna pp COVItt' fro m Hon ol ulu 10 Eng lan d : 5c Hawaii pays inl.rnal po stag . , 10c 1869 pay. Iransp ..
cific pollag. , 12c Wash inglon payl postaga from Iha U.5. '0 England .
234 The Chronicle / Nove mbe r 1975/ Vol. 27. No . 4



pacific rate plus the recent 6c rate to England are made up by the 12c stamp
and a horizontal pair of 2c 1869s. Th e large Honolulu circular shows JUN 22,
the San Francisco magenta shows JUL 5, and th e small London paid circular
shows July 26, 1870. (N ote that the Hawaii and San Francisco dates are iden
tical to those on the Knapp double-rate cove r discussed above, which is how
we conclude th e Knapp cover is from 1870.) The U.S. stamps on the cover in
Figure 4, as well as a tiny corner of the Hawaiian stamp, are tied by a quar
tered cork killer we believe was applied in San Francisco. This is quite a sexy
2c 1869 cover, which is why we have included it here, despite its marginal
relevance to th e subject at hand.

Figure 4. Another comb ination cover from Haw aii to England, this one from the summer of 1870. Th. lOc trans..
paci f ic rat . plus the 6c rat. from th e U.S. to Eng land are mId. by a pa ir of 2c 1869s and a 12c grill.

10c 1869 USED WITH FRANCE

Our records also show five lOc 1869 covers bearing French stamps. Four
of th ese are forwarded covers. Figure 5, a very poor photo ind eed, shows a
cover from New Orleans to France, bearing a lOc 1869 and a 5c brown Jeffer
son ( #76 }-an unu sual combination in itself- as well as a 20c blue French
Napoleon (#26 ), which appa rently paid th e French postage to forward the
cover from Bordeaux to Cleon. Th e cover bears a New Orleans merchant's
cachet dated September 18, 1869, and the other markings are entirely appro
priate to a cover showing the French treaty rate of 15c per quarter ounce.
Since the French treaty exp ired at the end of 1869, covers showing this rate
made by 1869 stamps are not as common as one might expect. This cove r was
lot 2490 in th e second Knapp sale.

Figure 6 shows another cover to France, also forwarded internally, this
time with a French lOc bistre (#25) . Th e Ncw York circular date sta mp, un
clear in th e photo, shows January 4, 1870. This was four days aft er th e French
treaty expired, so th e lOc 1869 stamp, amply ob litera ted by th e New York for
eign mail rosette, paid the "blanket rate" to th e French frontier. Eight decimes
was du e from the recipient ( the bold "8" to the left of the stamps ) who indi
cated his displeasure at thi s expense by crossing out the du e marking with th e
same pen with whi ch he ap plied the forwarding address. He also added the
French stamp, which was cancelled wh en th e Paris circular (January 15, 1870)
was applied. This cover was lot 2489 in the second Knapp sale, and more re
cently lot 554 in th e Siegel sale of May 28, 1974.

We record two other covers with 10c 1869 stamps that were forwarded with
French stamps during 1870. In the Henry Gibson sale, lot 496, is illustrated a
cover wh ere the 10c 1869 stam p overpaid th e 4c "paid-only-to-England" rate.
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Figur. 5. IDe 1869 wi th 5c JeHenon #76, m.kln9 .... 15< tr. aty rota on a cov.r from New Orl. an, to Franc.,
fo rwa rd ed interna llv w ith a France 20 centime # 26 .

The cove r en te red th e mails at Quincy, Mass., on February 13, 1870 and is ad
dressed to Paris. I t bears the typi cal GB j40 currency mark ing, and the appro
priate 5 decime due marking is scra tched out as in Figure 6. The London and
Par is markings are not clear enough to yield dates. The French stamp, accord
ing to th e Gibson ca ta log, is a Ifl-centime # 32.
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PI-. • . Janu. ry 4, 1170: An ••rlv showing of the 10c " blanket" rol. to th. Fr.nch fronl i. r. wit h 8 decime'
col lect ed o n rece ipt. The cover was forwarded internally w ith • France 10 centime # 25.

Also in th e Gibson sale was a cover from Richmond, Indian a, to Paris,
thence forwarde d to Naples and Messina , with a 10c 1869 stamp paying th e
initial pos tage and a 40-centime Napoleon ( # 35) paying th e forwarding post
age. The cover is partly illustrated as lot 497 in the Gibson cata log, and it
seems to us th at th e Richmond circular dat e stamp reads Jul y ( ?) 13 and the
New York circular July 16. The markings on this cover suggest 1869 use, and
we have so listed it in the accompanying chart, even though th e rate to France
dur ing 1869 was 15c per quarter ounce. Conceivably, the lOc on this cover was
accepted as 15c ; this happen ed more than once. Your edi tor has never seen
th is cover , so may be dead wrong in this guess.

The cover in Fi gure 7 is something of a mystery. It shows a lOc 1869 stamp
and a pair of 40c French Napoleons (#35) . Th e pair was originally a strip of
three, one of which was subsequently removed from th e cover . This cover ,
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obviously of Caribbean origin, is addressed to Boston. It shows a F renc h rec
tangular "P.P" (postage pa id) and all the stamps are tied by the French mar
it ime anchor in a diamond of dots. Beneat h the French sta mps is a St. Thomas
transit marking dated October 30, 1869, and the lOc 1869 stamp is additionally
tied by the oft -encountered New York steamship circular, which seems to say
November 11.

Figure 7. Two 40 centlm. FrettdI Nepol...... (e third hIS been removed) wIttI • lee 1... 011 • _ from Ih. Wetl
Indies 10 !oslon, which lrovelled .1 lelSl pat 01 its Irip on • French pecket.

Sometime in 1976 or 1977, we an ticipate th e appearance of an important
book on the broad subject of the Danish West Indian mails, which we expect
will shed considera ble light on the many an d various covers , some of them
quite perpl exing, which transitted St. Thomas during the classic pe riod. Un til
th en, we are reluctant to say much more abo ut the cover in F igur e 7, except
to add that th e date of the St. Thomas postmark suggests th e cover was not
sen t on a U.S. mail packet from St. Th omas, but rather , via Fren ch mail packet
from St. Thomas to Havana an d then on to New York via American packe t.

lOc 1869 USED WITH BRITAIN
We record three covers showi ng the lOc 1869 used wi th British stamps .

Two of them show the sixpenny violet sta mp (#51) and the th ird shows a
penny red . We will discuss the two sixpenny covers in th e Peru ca tegory below,
because both these covers happen to bea r Peruvian stamps in addition to the
British stamps. Th e cover with lOc 1869 and the British penny red is reliably
reported to repose in the Wells-F argo Museum in San F rancisco, as part of
the Wiltsee collec tion. Geography has prevented us from viewing this cover,
but we do not doubt its existence. We assume that th e lOc stamp overpa id th e
6c rat e to the British Isles, effective January 1, 1870, and th at the pen ny red
was added to forward the cover internally.

Figure 8 shows a cover bearing a pair of 3c 1869s from New Provid ence,
Iowa, to Ireland, which ente red the mails on Febru ary 8, 1870, addressed to
Dublin. There the penny red was added and th e co ver forwarded to Belfast .
The markings an d handling of the 10c cover, I which we have -never seen and
can 't illustrate, would be essentially similar.

10c 1869 USED WITH PERU AND BRITAIN
Remarkably, we record two covers bearing lOc 1869 stamps used in triple

combination wi th British and Peru vian stamps. Both covers passed through th e
British post off ice at Callao, Peru , and then travelled th e British mails to Pan
am a, wh ere th ey entered the U.S. ma il servi ce an d were subseq uently brought
to this country. Our meagre und erstanding of th e pr evailing postal p ractices is
as follows: Th e Peru vian government required one dinero postage on all letters
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Fig.. ,. I . Two 3c 1169. on·. cover from New Providence, low., to Dublin, 'orw.,ded to Belfast wi", • British
~nny red . Whoevet applied the penny red had a good sense of design .

leaving Peru through foreign post offices . This can be construed as a tax
on all foreign correspondence, but it can also be seen as a reasona ble response,
on the part of th e Peru vians, to revenues lost to foreign posts doing business
on their soil. Whatever the construction, Peruvian stamps were required.

Fi\lure 9. The Knapp triple.combination cove r: 10c 1869, one d inero Peru # 12 and Gre.t Brite In . Ixpenny # 51,
.11 required to take this cover from Ciliao (Peru) to its destination in New York.

The British , who during thi s era had the monopoly on mail service along
the west coast of South America, seem to have charge d sixpence per half ounce
for carrying mail up the coa st . This would account for the sixpenny stamps on
both covers. ( F or letters going the other way , thi s cha rge varied during th e
period under discussion; see Chronicle 85, pa ges 38-44. ) The U.S. cha rge for
carriage from Panama to the U.S, was Wc per half ounce, accounting for the
lOe stamps.

Figure 9 shows th e earliest of these two tripl e-comb ination cove rs, appar
ently posted at Call ao on August 22, 1869. This cover was lot 2488 in the sec
ond Knapp sale. Both the Peruvian stamp ( describe d in the Kna pp cata log
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as Scott # 12, th e 1d red imperforate) and the sixpe nny sta mp are tied by the
British "C-38" marking that was used at Callao. The 10c 1869 stamp, at lower
left, is tied by a leaf-like marking of segmented wedges, known to have been
used in the New York foreign mail office du ring 1869. The cover also bears
the circular New York stea mship marking (September 10 ) that is so often seen
on loose singles of the 10c 1869 stamp.

Figure 10 shows a strikingly similar cover whi ch was lot 762 in the Em
merson Krug sale ( Siege l, May 22, 1958). The cover is to Mrs. E. D . Spidell of
Nashville, a correspondence that yielded severa l triple-combinati on covers from
Callao, most of wh ich bore 10c Banknote sta mps . The Peruvian stamp on the
cover in Fi gure 10 is a 1d green, Scott # 14. The other two stamps are the same
as in Fi gure 9. On ce again , the Briti sh and Peruvian sta mps are tied with the
Callao "C-38" marking. Stanley Ashbrook's notation, which accompanies this
cover, reads : "The stamps of three countries on one cover . Most unusual. From
Callao, Peru , October 22, 1870, Panama City October 30, New York November
12, lOc 1869 uncancelled. '

Figur. 10. The Krug triple-combination cover: Essentially simil., to the cover in Figure 9, except her. the Peru~
vian s'amp is a green one dinero # 14.

From examining only the two covers in Fi gures 9 and 10, it wou ld be dif 
ficult to conclude with certainty th at the lOc 1869 sta mps were actually applied
in Peru. The lOc 1869 stamp in Figure 9 was presumably cancelled in New
York, and the 10c 1869 stamp in Figure 10 wasn't cancelled at all. None the less,
on the basis of an examination of similar covers, your editor's conclusion is that
th e 10c 1869 stamps were indeed applied in Peru. The British scru pulously
avoided cancelling th e U.S. stamps, since the U.S. portion of the rate was not
a British concern; and th e New York receivin g office was not accustomed to
finding uncancelled U.S. stamps on incoming foreign mail , so such stamps oc
casionally passed through without bein g cancelled.

10c 1869 USED WITH DANISH WEST INDIES
Our records show two covers bearing the lOc 1869 sta mp in combination

with the Danish W est Indies 3c imperforate red stamp ( Scott # 2) , a stamp
which we understand is quite scarce on cover. As noted above, th e combina
tion uses on covers that originated in or transitted through the various Carib
bean islands, most especially St. Thomas, are varied and difficult. Your editor,
who is not very knowledgeable in thi s area, awaits the appearance of a work
in process which we trust will do a better job of explaining these covers than
we can.
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Figure II. Poor photo of a loveIv cover: IDe 1869 in combination with Danish Wes t Indies # 2, an a caver to
New York that presumably orig inated in Venezuela.

Figure 11 shows one of the two, in real life a very handsome cover indeed ,
wher eon both th e DWI and the lOc 1869 are exceptionally nice stamps, and the
red and yellow colors of the two complemen t each other most attr ac tively.
The oval merchant's cachet at left suggests- to this editor, at least-that the
cover ( though not the sta mps) orig ina ted in Venezuela. The cove r is addressed
to T . Agostini, New York, a comm ercial correspondence which yielde d severa l
other lOc 1869 covers from La Cuayra, though none with the ad de d embe llish
ment of DWI stamps. Both stam ps on the cover in F igure 10 are tied by the
five-ring target cancellati on so ofte n see n on D.W.I. stamps from thi s period, and
both stamps are also tied by the black circular New York dat e stamp with du
plexed killer. The New York date is unfortunately unclear, but we know that
thi s particular killer was used on incoming mail at New York dur ing Septem
ber and October of 1869, so have tentatively assigned the cover to that pe riod.

The other cover we know about, bearing this same comb ina tion of stamps,
was posted in St . Croix in April 1872. Thi s is very late use of. a lOc 1869 stamp
from the islands, doubtless explained by th e fact th at the cove r came from a

. non-commercial correspondence, the sender of which most likely had some
stamps left over from an earlier purchase. The cover bears a St . Thomas cir 
cu lar datestamp showing 13/ 4/1872 and a New York circular date stamp show
ing April use. This cove r reposes in a South American collection and we have
never examined it personally. 0 11r informa tion about it comes from an unim
peachable source, and we full y accept the cover's existence an d genuineness.

A cover from New York to the Danish West Indies, showing thi s same
combination of stamps, is amply illustrated in the catalog ( Danish W est Indies
section) for the Ferrars Tows collection ( Pelande r, D ec. 15, 1950, lot 43) . The
cover is perfectly genuine, except that the DWI stamp has been added .

10c 1869 USED WI TH BRITISH COLUMBIA
From a relatively recent find who se existence has never before been pub

licly recorded, the cover in Figure 12 shows a lOc 1869 stamp used in combina
tion with a 5c British Columbia overprint ( perfora ted 14 ) . Since this entire
find will shortl y be written up in the Chronicle, we won 't go into details. The
cover shows th e bl ue Victoria, B.C., circular dat e stamp , April 12 ( ?) 1870,
and th e B.C. stamp is tied at left by th e appropriate blue numeral "35." Both
stamps are also tied by two str ikes of the San Fran cisco circular date stamp
(April 19) wi th duplexed four-wedge killer. Our understanding is that thi s is
legitimately a combination use . from the last few months of the period during
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Figure 12. 10c 1869 in combination w ith d oS, Brit ish Columb ia o ve rprint (,# 9), used on a cover from Victori. ,
B.C., April 12, lB70, to Chostor Cou nly. Ponnsylvani a .

which U.S. stamps as we ll as Brit ish Columbian stamps were required to fu lly
prepay a cover from B.c. to the U.S.

10c 1869 USED WITH IN DIA
In the Kru g collection was a cover posted in East Greenwich, Rhode Island,

on May 5, 1871, addressed to Bombay and thence forwarded to Calcutta . The
cover bears a pa ir of IDc 1869 stamps plus a 2c Bunknote, which would make
th e th en-current 22c rat e via Southampton. The Indian forwarding postage was
paid by two half-anna blue stamps (Scott #20). This cover is we ll illustrated as
lot #761 in the catalog for the Krug sale. Your ed itor has never seen this cover
and wou ld value the chance to examine it .

10c 1869 USED WITH WURTTEMBERG

Figuro 13. A vory color ful it om : 10c 1869 on covor from New York to Wurtlomborg , forworded to Por i. w ith two
Wurtlomberg 3 kreu aer # 49 and on e Wurltomb erg 7 kreuler # 50 .

Figure 13 shows a cover posted in New York on July 19, 1869, addressed
to a town in Wurttemburg, one of the old German sta tes, and th ence forwarded
to Paris. The black circular New York time-of-d ay stamp shows JU L 19 3.P.M .
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TABLE I-CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING OF MIXED-FRANKING COVERS
SHOWING 10c 1869

JULY 13 (1869) ?- IOe 1869 on cove r from Richm ond , Ind ian a , to Pa ri s, forwarded to Naples
a nd Messin a wi th France 40c # 35. G ibson # 497.

JULY 19, 1869- IOe 1869 on cove r fro m New York to Wu rttem herg, for warde d to Par is wit h
two Wurttemberg 3 k reuzer # 49, one Wurtt em herg 7 kreu zer # !>O. Figure 13.

AUGUST 22, 1869-lOc 1869 from Ca llao via Pa nama to New York, in combinat ion w it h Peru
Id # 12 and Great Brita in 6<1 # 51. Figure 9.

SEPT EMBER 18, 1869-IOe 1869 with 5c J effer son (# 76) on cover from New Orlea ns to
Bordeaux , forwarded to Cleo n with France 20c #2fi . Fig ure ii.

SEPTEMBER or O CTOBER 1869-IOe 1869 in combina tion with Danish West Indies # '2
on cover from La Gu ayra to Ne w Yor k. Figure I I .

O CTOBER 30, 1869-IOc 1869 on cover from Wes t Indies to Boston, origi na lly wi th three
France 40c Napoleon sta mps (#35), one of wh ich was su bseq uen tly removed . Figure 7 .

DECEM BER 13, 1869- lOc 1869 on cover with 12c 1861 (?) in cornbinatio n with Hawa ii !>c
# 32, from Honolu lu to Engla nd . Fi gu re 3.

J AN UAR Y 4, 1870-I Oe 1869 on cover from New York to Pari s, forward ed intenrally wi th
France l Oe b istre #25 . Figure 6.

J A N UARY 4, (1870) ?-pai r lOc 1869 in com bi na tion with pai r Hawaii .~c #32 , on cover from
H onolulu to R ead in g, Michigan. Figure 2.

FEBRUARY 8, I870-lOc 1869 in combina tio n wit h Hawaii # 32 on cover fro m H on ol ulu to
N ew Bedford . Knapp I, # 2073.

FEBRUARY 13, 187o-lOc 1869 on cover from Quincy. Mass., 10 Paris, forwarded in ternally
with Fra nce l Oe # 32. G ibson #496.

APRIL 12 (?) 1870-IOe 1869 in combinat ion with !>c British Co lum bia overprin t (# 9) on
cover fro m Victoria, B.C. , to Cheste r Co u n ty , Pen nsylvania . Figure 12.

APR IL 21, 1870-I Oe 1869 in combina tion wit h H awaii # 32 on cove r from H onolulu to Sa n
Francisco . Figure I .

J U NE 22, 1870-Pair lOc 1869 with pai r H awaii # 32 on cover from Honolulu to Read in g,
Michigan. Knapp II , # 2487.

OCTOBER 22, 1870-IOe 1869 from Ca llao via Pan ama to Nas hv ille , in combina tion with
Peru Id # 14 and Grea t Bri tain 6d # 51. Fi gu re 10.

MAY 5, 1871-pair of l Oe 1869 p lus 2c Banknot e (# 146) on cover from Eas t Greenwic h , R .I. .
to Bombay, forwarded to Ca lcu tta wi th pai r India th a n na blue # 20 . Knrg # 761.

APRIL 17, 1872- IOe 1869 in com bina tion wit h OWl #2 on cover from Christ ia ns ted (St.
Croix ) via St. Thomas to New York . (See text.)

? - ? - ?-IOc 1869 on fo rw arded cover with Great Britain penny red . No fu rther inf ormation
ava ilab le . Cover reported a t W ell s-Fargo Mu seum , San Francisco. (See tex t.)

No te: These are a ll the mixed -fr anking lOc 1869 covers known to th e writer as of Sep te m ber I ,
1975. They are listed chronologicall y accordi ng to the da te on wh ich they p resumahly en tered
the m ails .

The red NEW YORK PAID ALL BR. TRANSIT marking is largely covered by
one of th e Wurttemberg stamps. Th e boxed red Hamburg marking, below th e
lOc 1869 stamp, shows arrival in Hamburg on August 3, 1869. Th e forwarding
postage is paid by a 7 kreuzer Wurttemberg (Scott #50 ) and two 3 kreuzer
Wurttemberg (Scott #49). The Wurttemberg stamps are tied by three strikes
of a German circular date stamp ( HEILBRONN 7 i 8/ X ) and one of th e stamps
is also tied by a French dat e stamp. Thi s cover, as with six others in this study,
once reposed in th e collection of Edward Knapp (second sale, lot 2491 ) . Mr .
Knapp wa s obviously very enamoured of 1869 covers showing mixed-franking
usage , and we have th e impression that he would have owned most of th e
rest of th e covers in this study as well , if only th ey had come to his attention
during his collecting yea rs.

CONCLUSION
In preparing this write-up we have borrowed from th e collections and

research of a number of individuals and institutions. We keep th em anonymous
at their own request, but can 't resist thanking th em, collectively and publicly,
for their selfless and continuing help. Cover listings, like a good collection, are
by their nature both incomplete and incompletable. The primary purpose of such
listings is to share th e compiled information with other collectors. An eq ually
important by-product is th at the publication of th e listing usu ally sparks addi
tional information or cover citations. In that sense, such listings have a life of
th eir own, constantly expa nding by the mere fact of their existence . Our per
sonal feeling is that cover listin gs along th e lines of th is one will prove highly
useful philatelic tools in years to come . Readers wh o have prepared simil ar
listings for their own purposes are encouraged to share th eir inform ation.
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1869 NOTES
• Quiz time: As we all know, three different 1869 values (the 15c, 24e and
30e) exist with colors inverted. The question is: Of thes e three varieties, which
ones survive on cover? Time's up. The answer is at least one and very possibly
two. The 24c invert cover is a fairlywell-known item, listed but not priced in
the Scott Specialized cata log. We hope to illustrate this cover in a future sec
tion. Th e oth er cover- which bears a 15c invert-may not survive, but it did
exist as recently as 50 years ago, whe n it was written up in some detail on page
106 of The American Philatelist for Novemb er 192·1. This was a double-rate
cover to Sweden, from April 1870, bearing 28c in postage (2x14e) made by a
IDe 1869, a 3c 1869 and a 15c 1869 invert . Sometime afterwards, this cover was
offered to a dealer who is now so senior that he has grown gray-bearded; hut
he turned it down, because of its condition. Has anyone seen this cover in the
last three or four decades?
u.s. Postal History

- ON and OFF COVER-

SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON :

3c 1851 & BANK NOTES to 1890

APPROVALS GLADLY SENT TO

u.s.r.c.s. MEMBERS

Old Pueblo Stamp Shop
6666 East Broadway

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85710
T he Chronicle / November 1975 / Vol. 27. No .4
Box 09250

We ' Specialize In The Following:

Choice U.S. Stamps

Fancy Cancels

Early U.S. Covers

WHAT DO YOU NEED? ASK FOR

A SELECTION ON APPROVAL. WE

ALSO BUY AND WOULD LIKE TO

HEAR FROM YOU IF YOU HAVE

STAMPS OR COVERS TO SELL.

u.S. PHILATELICS CO.
A.P.S.
e.S.A. Chicago, lIIinoil

U.S.C.C. 60609
#'.-Pun........
-PFC-$35I

Also:
#7Ob-Sup. Uled-

S.F. Cog. Cancel $80
(Make offer for any or all)
Satisfaction guaranteed

# 13·" Rl . 'GORI
VAR-DT-PFC $500

DIB ENTERPRISES
P.O. Box 18032 CA
Cleveland, OH 44118
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Alloc. Editor
NINETY CENT (1 870-1888) STAMPS USED ON COVERS
DR. RICHARD M. SEARING, RA1314

Nearly 10 years ago, a survey was conducted and the results published
in thi s journal recording the approxima te number of sur viving covers bearing
at least one 90c stamp of the 1861 issue.1 Some figures were also given for the
nu mber of known covers with 1860 or 1867 (F -grill) flOc sta mps. In a further
article under th e "Cl assics Corn er" byline in the American Philatelist." the same
auth or summarized th e survev results: four full covers exist with the 90c 1860
stamp with pe rha ps three on piece or partial covers. Nearly fifty covers are
known with 90c 1861 stamps, but only two full covers exist with the 90c 1867
stamp, and only one cover (which has since b een stolen) has survived wi th the
90c 1869 sta mp up to thi s time. The last article closed with th e comment that
afte r 1869, the approxima te number of surv iving 90c covers was unknown, but
th at the number is probabl y small and such cover s are rare in any form.

Some interesting information about post-1870 90c stamps on cover was
provided by the late Stanley Ashbrook in his privately printed Special Seroice?
Twice he briefly reviewed the few post-1870 90c covers listed in his files and
state d that th ey wer e mu ch rarer than reflected in either recent (1952-55) auction
realizations or as the n priced in th e Scott u.s. Specialize d Catalog. Some fraudu
lent covers were pictured and analyzed as to why th ey were faked . Ashbrook th en
not ed that in forty ye ars of recording such covers , he had never seen or listed
a cover with the 90c Na tional issue with grill and requested that anyone with
suc h an item sho uld contact him . App arently no response was forthcoming from
any of th e subscribers to the Special Service. Does any reader have any knowl
edge of th e cover which Scott ind icat es does exist, or better , does anyon e own
such a cover ?

The au tho r's inte res t in th is subject starte d over five years past when he
was offered a 90c 1888 stamp on a sma ll neat cover . A little research into the
postal rates of th e period soon indicated that the cover was faked. However,
the singular lack of expe rt information on these covers aroused the desire to
know more on the subject. A project was undertaken to list all of the existing
covers with 90c Banknote stamps, but it was soon obvious that the same covers
kept reappearing over th e years. Even the most famous collections over th e past
50 years produced only a very small number of covers. After considerable effort
only about 15 covers were listed and the project was temporarily ab andoned
for other inter ests .

Two yea rs ago , the creation of a Banknote section in the Chronicle re o
newed the project which blossomed last yea r with the appear ance at auction
of th e exte nsive Jay Braus Collection of Banknote Issues." No fewer than ten
covers or partial covers with post-1870 flOc stamps were offered in that sale .
With th ose additional listin gs, the recorded cover list increased to 27 items.
Fo r th e purpose of Table J, a cover is defined to be a refolded package or
wrapper, an enve lope (legal or regular ), or enough of the original carrier to
show pertinent data of interest. The author hop es that the present owners of
the listed items can fill some of the blanks indicated by qu esti on marks and
supply for th e record an illustration of the cover.

I. J. David Bak er, "T he 90c Stamp of 18fiO. 1861. and 1867" : Chronicle 48:36 (Oct. 1964) .
Fra nk S. Levi Jr. & J. David Baker . " Add itions to th e Listing of Known 1861 90c Covers ,"
Chron icl e 58:66 (May 1968) .

2. J. David Bak er . "Classics Corner," Th e AlI1ericaI. Ph ilat el ist 82, December 1969. p. 1099.
3. Stanley B. Ash brook , Sp ecial Servic e vo l. II , p . 151 : vol. IV , p . 365.
4. Robert A. Siegel Auc tion 449. " US 1870-1888 Banknote Collec tion of Mr. Jay Brans,"

Apri l, 1974. .
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TABLE I

POSTAL USE OF 90c BANKNOTE STAMPS

DAT E STA MPS

11-23-72 152,155
10- 1-73 151,155

6-25-75 153,155,161
10-31-73 154,155,159

RAT E

National
7X l5c

24X3c

ORI GI N/DESTINATIO N

Banknot e Co mpany
NYC/ Brazil
Cinci nna ti/St. Louis

Bro wnsvill e / Gal veston , Tex.
Cincinnati / St. Louis

SOURCE

Bra us lot 201
Brookman , v , 2

(Newbu ry)
Ashbrook, II
Au thor

Continental Banknote Company
2- 1-79 161 (2) ,166 22X5c NYC/I'aris , France
6-25-77 159 (2) ,166 :I4 X 3c Phila / Louisiana

? 161,166 30X3c+ IOc Chicago/ Syracuse. N.Y.
(i-I7 -? 159 (2),165,166 44 X 3c NYC/ Boston

-91 185,188,166 ? ?
5-21-76 158,163,165,166 46X3c NYC/ Mon tgomery, Ala.

-75 157,158,159,166 ? St. Louisj j ackson, Miss.

American Banknote Company
6- 17-80 186 (2) ,190,191 14X3c NYC/Bosto n
2-22-88 189,190 (2) ,191 31X5c+IOc NYC/ Ber lin, Gc rmany

-88 191 16 X 5c+lOc Boston /Brazil
10- 2-83 183,190,191,209 32X 12c (?) NYC/Australia
9- 3-87 190,191,209 (2) 28X5c NYC/ Ber li n

12- 3-86 191,205 (2) 18X 5c+I Oc NYC/ Paris

188,189,190 ,191 (2) $2.35 NYC/ Berlin

Brans lo t 353
Au thor
NOJEX 67, 373
NOJEX 67, 374
Ash brook, 11·
Zimmerm an lot 191
H anner 12/ 55.

lot 145

Ash brook , II
Braus 10L 445
Braus lot 446
Braus 10L 447
Author
Siegel sa le 210,

lo t 852
Eagle sa le, 1922,

lot 393

American Banknote Company
22 X5c Boston/Par is

2.30 ?
$1.75 ?/ Berl in

-88

-10-90
-13-89

-89
8-26-89

?

1-21-91

209 (2) ,218
209 (2) ,217,218 (2)
209(2) ,216,217 (2)
218
216,217,218
209 (2) ,217 (2) ,218
218 (block 4)
209(2) ,218
218 (2)

209,210,217,218

$1.25
si.ro
$3.60
22X5(:
38X5c

1.32 (?)

NYC/ Ber li n
NYC/ Ber li n
NYC/ Ber li n
NYC/Berlin
NYC/Paris

local NYC (?)

Braus lot 537
Ashbrook, 11

Ashbrook , II

Braus 10L 533
Bra us 10L534
Perry (1935)
Author
Daniel sale II/53.

lot 641
NOJEX 67, 387

·Considered doubtful by Ashbrook.
Stamps identified by Scott numbers; sou rces are identified by auction number , lot number. dat e
or other reference.

Table I lists at present 27 items: four 90c National , possibly six or seven
90c Continental , seven American (carmine) and ten Ameri can (purple). If these
quantities are substantially correct, th e 90c Banknote on cover is ra re indeed.

To provide a comparison between the relative rarity of th e 90c stamps on
cover b efore and after 1870, Table II was constructed from information in
Brookman. " Not e th at the average number of 90c stamps issu ed per year dur
ing th e authorization period appears to increas e until 1870 and then decline
through th e 1890s.

A number of reasons cou ld probably account for the apparent decline in
the use of the 90c stamps in the period aft er 1870. Advances in mail service and
more sati sfactory reciprocal mail treat ies between nations led to a decrease in

5. Lester Brookman , US Posta ge Stam ps of the N ine tee nth Cen tu ry, H. L. Li ndquist pub
lications, 1966, vol , II .
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the need for the hig her stamp denominat ions in ord inary commerce. The ad
ven t of th e Universal Postal Union in 1876 subs tantially reduced the postal
rat es between the mem ber nati ons. There is some evide nce that many businesses
paid at least some of th e higher ra tes in cash. However , the primary reason for
the lack of present day HOc covers is probably that collectors in th is early period
were little interested in sta mp s on cover. W henever a ~JOc stamp use was found,
the stamps we re promptly removed and pasted in the album space provided in
contemporary albums. Many of the fine covers which survive today we re dis
covered man y years after the stam ps were issued and wh en such items were
better appreciated. .

Figure 1. 3Oc, 90c National issue without grill together with 6c Continental tied by blue town·target from Cin
einnati, O. to the District Court in St. Louis, Mo. dated on October 31, 1873, pen docket, "opened and filed
18 February , 1874." Pays 42x3c domestic rate on iI 21 ounce package.

If th e numbers ca lculated in tabl e II are anywhe re close to bein g corr ect,
then the post-1870 90c covers are of equal rarity with their earlier counterparts.

Figure 2. Peir 6c, 90c Continentol i.sue tied by block cork from Phllodelphio, Po., to the New Orleen. District
Court doted Jonuory 25 ; pen docket, "opened Apr. 26, 1877,"
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TABLE II

RELATIVE SCALE OF RARITY FOR 90c STAMPS USED ON COVER

year 1860 1861 1867 1869· 187(}j" 1873 1879 1888

number 29 388 30 47 185 195 2 15 135
(1000)

10covers 4 48 2 I 4 5 7

Av. no.
per yr. 36 37.5 45 67 62 35 25 45
(1000)

36period 10 96 8 8 36 72 108
(mo)

0.74rela tive 2.1 1.6 1.3 0.6 0.21 0.26 0.33
rarity

• many la ter be lieved returned to Post Office Dep t.
t includes only th e ungrilled stamps.
(N umerical da ta from Brookrn an .)

Ashbrook was certainly correct in stating that the lat er 90c covers were and are
greatly undervalued . It is this last fortunate circumstance, however, th at al 
lowed the author to gather the covers shown in th e following photographs.

Figure 1 shows a fine example of th e l10c Na tional issue on a refolded
courthouse cover. This cover is a companion piece to the famous Newb ury cover
shown on page 237 of Brookman, vol. II , and sold as lot 202 in th e Braus sale.
In the past, there has been some confusio n over the status of the cover in
Figure 1; the cover has been sold as the Continental issue." However , compari
son with the 90c National with gr ill shows that th e stamp is indeed th e Na tional
color, but slightly fad ed.

F igure 2 shows the 90c Continenta l issue used on a refolded wra pper; this
was lot 354 at the Braus sale. T he wra pper probably con ta ined legal d epositions
for an up -coming tr ial. Tabl e 1 shows that only six covers are known ; th e seventh
is considered doubtful by Ashbrook.

Figure 3 shows the carmine shade of th e America n issue used on a re
folded registered cover to Berlin. Tabl e r shows that several of the listed
covers were addressed to Berlin. Does any reader have an y information on when
an d how this find was made? Th e transit mark s indicat e th at it took only 10
days to cross the Atlantic at that time.

Figure 3. Pair 10e (recul), 3Oc, 90c (cormine) Americon issue lied by regislered concels from New York City 10
Berlin, Germany. daled on Seplember 3, 1887 ; pays regislered rale plus 26x5c UPU rale on a 13 ounce package.

6. H . R. H arm er sa le 915 , Ma rch 14, 1955, lot 210.
The Chronicle / Novem ber 1975 / Vol. n. No. 4 247



Germany.

Figure 4. Pair 10c (recut) and 90c (purple) Amer ican issue tied by regis te red <ancel. from New York City to
Berlin, Germany. dated on August 26, 1889; pays registered rate plus 2Ox5c UPU rate on a 10 ounce package .

Figure 4 shows a cov er with the purple shade of the 90c American issue
on registered ma il to Berlin . This is the most common of th e 90c stamps on cove r
as shown by Tab le 1.

The purpose for thi s article has been twofold : first, to stimulate interest
among Classics members in thi s ge nera l sub ject so as to complet e the blanks
in T able I ; an d second, to sha re these ra re cove rs with present and fu tu re
philatelists for th e record an d in the hope that some dialogu e in this area can
be initiated. T here is still mu ch research to be done in this area.
Address correspondence to the author at 1:300 Sao Paulo Ave., Placen tia , Cali
forn ia 92670.
U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 A PS
Sin Anselmo, C• . 94960 USPCS

CSA
248 T
WANTED

COVERS

We pay honest prices for anything

in 19th and early 20th Century

covers, both U.S. and Foreign.

Also interested in unusual
U.S. s B.N.A . stamps

WE ALSO CARRY A LARGE STOCK
OF THE ABOVE-SEND US YOUR

WANT LIST.

William O. Bilden Co.
BOl Hennepin

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Builders and Buyers of Collections

A. EARL WEATHERLY
FIRST HUNDRED YEARS OF HISTORIC GUILFORD

1771-1871
The history of a North Carolina county through the eyes and collection of a
serious philatelist, illustrating over 100 covers and going into detail on the people.
A section on the Quaker involvement in running the Union blockade during the
Confederacy and the cover is of special importance.
1972, 207 pages, cloth , edition of 1,500 copies, autographed _ __.$ 12 .0 0

GEORGE E. HARGEST
HISTORY OF LETTER POST COMMUNICATION

BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND EUROPE, 1845-1875
A complete reprint of all 244 pages in the original 1971 edition, a new preface,
typographical errors corrected, and a new section on the US-French Convention
of March 2, 1857.

1975, 256 pages, cloth, Quarterman reprint $30.00

FRED JARRETT
STAMPS OF BRITISH NORTH AMERICA

The 224 pages on postmarks and cancellations are of special interest.
1975, Quarterman reprint, 624 pages, cloth .__.. $35.00
Other Quarterman Canadian works in stock:

Howes, 1974 reprint, 30 1 pages, cloth _.._ _ _ __. $30.00
Boggs, 1974 partial reprint, 912 pages, cloth .__ . .$40 .00
Campbell , 1972 or iginal edition , 191 pages, cloth _ _._ _ _.._._..$15.00

HUGH FINLAY
HUGH FINLAY JOURNAL, COLONIAL POSTAL HISTORY,

1773-1774
This journal of a surveyor of the post roads, originally printed in 1867 in an
edition totalling 175 copies, was just reprinted by the U.S. Classics Society.
1975, 124 pages, map set in, non-sulphur paper, cloth

if ordered with any item from this advert isement . . .$ 3 .50
if ordered alone ._ _ .__ ._._ $ 5 .50

PAUL MIRABAUD AND ALEX DE REUTERSKIOLD
THE POSTAGE STAMPS OF SWITZERLAND

1843-1862
A new Quarterman reprint of the rare 1899 English edition of 150 copies. The
ten color plates in the original are reproduced as black and white halftones.
1975, reprint, 304 pages, cloth _ __ _ $35.00

NEW AND RECENT WORKS OF INTEREST
Delf Norona, Cyclopedia of U.S. Postmarks and Postal History.

1975, Quarterman reprint, 411 pages, cloth . $25 .00
England's Postal History to 1840, R. M. Willcocks,

1975, 167 pages, cloth, autographed __. .__ _ $20.00
The Holy Land Philatelist , good on forerunners

1975, circa 2,000 pages, four volumes, cloth $50.00
P.O. and Postmasters of Cape May County, N. J. , 1802·1970

1970, 44 pages, card . _ ._._$ 4.00

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville. Ky. 40221
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RAILROAD POSTM ARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(a) Hickory Vall ey, Tennessee-Mississippi Central R.R.
August D ietz in th e Confederate States Catalog and Handbook (1 959)

on page 247 listed an d illustrated under Confederate Railroad Markings, "Mem
phis & Charles ton RR," a sta tion marking, Hickory Valley, Nov. 28, 1861.

Since th e Memphis & Charleston H.H. had no such station and since no
copy of thi s marking could be found for verifica tion, it was never cataloged
by the Rem ele or Towle-Meyer listings. ,

In the May 15, 1975, auction of Simmy's Stamp Co. thi s marking finally
turned up, correctly identi fied as a station marking of th e Mississippi Central
RR-Hickory Vall ey, Nov. 28, 186l- bold strike on folded letter to Bolivar ,
Tenn. with manu scrip t "pai d .5 cts." As in all recent sa les of th e rarer sta tion
markings th is lon g miss ing cover was sold a t a record p rice- $450.

The Mississippi Centra l R R was charte red in 1852 by th e states of Mis
sissippi and Tennes see and, alth oug h progress was very slow, finally completed
a lin e from Canton, Miss., to Jackson, Tenn., 236 miles, in January 1860-just
in time to suffer from th e tr emendous tas ks and probl em s imposed upon it by
th e Civil W ar. Used often by th e Confederate military for troop and supply
movem ent s, it struggled with chro nic equ ipment shortages and durin g the
summer of 1863 an d most of 1864, fro m freq uent Union forays tearing up track
and destroying rolling stock. However, wi th all thi s, it su ffered much less
than ne igh boring lin es like th e Mem phis & Char leston n .R and Mobile & Oh io
RR, an d emerged fro m th e war in fair condition with litt le work necessary
to restore it to normal operat ing condi tion , Finally this line developed into a
segm en t of th e important north-south main lim' of th e Illinois Centra l RR from
Chicago to New Orleans.

Hi ckory Va lley , T en n., was loca ted 38 miles south of Jackson, Tenn., with
Bolivar being th e second sta tion to the north. Other Mississippi Central RR
station markin gs are known from Lamar-1860 (T. & M. 421-S-1 ) ; Pickens-I860
(T .&M. 421-S-2) and W est's- 1866 (T. & M. 421-5-3 ) . Undoubtedly other Mis 
sissippi Central R.R . station ma rkin gs of th is type exist and collectors should
keep alert for such markings as Holly Springs, Yocona, "Yater Valley , Coffee
vill e and Duck Hill.

F igure I shows a sim ulat ion of thi s H ickory Valley marking and it will be
listed as: T .&M. 421-S-5, 34, b lack, WYD 1860. X.

In our next issue we will d iscuss another int eresti ng recently-auctioned
Confederate sta tion markin g listed by Diet z.

Figure 1 Figure 2
(b) A Philadelph ia Local Agent Marking?
Our alert Route Agent Dave Skowluncl has submitted a very interesting

Philadelphia, Pa., marking as shown in Figure 2. This blue 28~ mm . circle
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shows date, a time of 2.25 A.M. and "dispatched ." It ties 1867 grilled stamp
(#94) on cover addressed to New York City. The stamp is cancelled by a worn
blue "N" killer signifying northbound mail. Unfortunately no year date appears
on the cover .

The nature of this marking and the time used lead Mr. Skowlund to suspect
that it may have been used at a railway station. At this time in the century the
West Philadelphia railroad station was about th e only place in town where
there was any activity at 2.25 A.M. A July 8, 1868, tim etable shows Washington
New York night express leaving West Philadelphia for New York at 1.30 A.M.
with no further trains until morning, but, of course, even at this time trains
were sometimes lat e. A May 1870 timetable, however, shows a Philadelphia to
New York night express leaving West Philadelphia at 2:35 A.M. and arriving
Jersey City at 6.07 A.M., which would fit in closely with this marking.

Further reference to our files shows that a Mr . T. Folwell was local mail
agent for the railway mail service at West Philadelphia from 1869 to 1875,
whereas no agent is shown for downtown Philadelphia until 1875.

Indications are that this marking may be a local or transfer railway mail
agent marking used on mail posted at station mailbox and, if so, it is certainly
the earliest recorded marking of this type.

However , it is conceivable that some oth er interpretation would fit equally
well with th e use of this marking and we requ est our Philadelphia and Pennsyl
vani a collecting specialists friends to kindly submit th eir interpretations of this
marking for further report.
[Editor's not e: These " DISPATCH ED PHILAD 'A PA " markings ha ve been under investiga 
tion by James Sch reib er , RA 1478, who is prep aring an a rt icle on th em for the Interphil ed i t ion
of th e Chro nicle , for seve ra l months. Requests for inl onnation appeared on p. 8 of Chatter 82
and on p. 7 of Chatter 83. Pl ease report an y information or the or ies to him a t 2891 Bynan ,
Apt. 304, Ypsil ant i , Mich. 48917.- S.Mcn .]
(c) Railroad Maps of the United States-Historical Sources
Through the courtesy of Route Agent Rob ert Lisbeth we are pleased to

report the publication by th e Library of. Congress of an annotated bibliography
which could prove to be a valuable tool for philatelic -railroad historians:

Railroad Maps of the United States, 1975. (v+1l2 pp.) For sale by th e
U.S. Sup erintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washing
ton, D.C. 20402 @ $2.05 per copy (G .P.O. Stock Number 3004-00014) , De
scribed as follows:

Compiled by Andrew M. Mod elski of th e Library's Geogra p h y and Map Di 
vision, this annotated bihliography describes 622 original I!lth -centu ry railroad and
area maps. Entries for th e bibliogr aphy wer e chosen from the Division 's holdings
of more th an 3,000 railroad maps a nd about 2,0()() regi onal, state a nd cou n ty maps,
and other maps which show tran sportation improvements in th e 1800 's. Issued for
a variety of purposes, these maps include official printed government surveys con
ducted to d et ermine the mo st practical railroad routes. Pacific Railroad Surveys.
U.S. Gen eral Land Office Maps which show land grants to railroads, su rveys for
sp ecific rights-of-way, and general surveys prepared to accompany progress re 
ports of individual ra ilr oa ds. Other maps were publish ed sp ecifically to promote
pa rticular lin es, som e of which wer e never Im ilt. Al so in th e co lle ct ion are maps
issued by commercial publisher s, intended for ticket agents and th e public, as
route guides to encou ra ge commerce and tr avel to th e newl y set t led areas west of
of th e Mississippi River,

T he maps in the bibl iography give a profile of th e d evelopment of ca rto
graphical style and technique. They al so refl ect the important ach ievem ents o f early
railroaders in providing a transport ation network to spa n th e conntry. Only
sepa ra te printed and manuscr ipt maps preserved by the Di visi on arc in cluded in
this list . Exclude d are photocopies, facsimiles, atlases and maps which are part of
an n ua l railroad com pan y rep orts or wh ich illustrate vo lu m es not in th e custody
of th e Division.

Th e bibliography is organized chro no logica lly by a re a , in cluding the United
Stat es as a wh ol e or large portions of it , th e five major geographical regions, and
the 50 states with at least on e entry for ea ch sta te. The list also includes maps of
individual railroad lines, arranged a lp hahe tica lly and ch ro no logica lly. Where pos
sib le ea ch en try contains th e author's name , the full t itle or th e map. th e imprint ,
th e notation if th e map is in color, th e natural scal e and the map's m ea surements
to th e nearest cen time ter. A brief paragraph descrihes th e geogra p h ica l covera ge of
each map and includes its gen eral con te n ts.
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The 112'page paperb ack publica tion conta ins reproductions (17) of anum·
ber of maps descri bed in th e bibliography. An int roducti on traces th e scop e and
development of Ame ri can railroad mapping from its beginnings in th e lat e 1920's
[sic] th rou gh the en t ire Cen tury. An ind ex is provid ed .

Mr. Lisbeth also reports that, although the notice does not mention it ,
the preface of th e bibliography states that map reproductions ar e available by
writing to th e Library of Congress Photoduplication Service, who can supply
cost estimat es of photo-reproductions and purchase orde r forms .

(d) Dating Research Project for Remele Period Markings (1837.1861 J.

In these columns we have often bemoaned the fact that so little concrete
information is actually known about the 1837-1861 period in resp ect to agent
assignment s, actual agent runs by terminals, and use of various route agent
markings in th e period . .

One of the man y problems ha s been that the method of dating markings
was imprecise and fail ed to reveal definite periods of use of the various mark
ings so efforts could b e mad e to properly research route development by the
markings. This is appar ent from the fact that markings such as Boston & Fitch
burg RR, Boston & Fall River R.R, Con cord & Montreal RR. , Northern
R.R (N.H.), Baltimore RR, and many oth ers were actually employed by agents
on routes cons ide rably mor e extensive. or even completely different, from that
indicat ed by wording of markings.

Mr. Rem ele sta ted in the introduction to his catalog that periods of use
employed were those used by Dr. Carroll Chase: pr e-stamp (18.'37 to 6/30/47 ) ;
1847 issu e (7 / 1/47-6/ 30/ 51 ); 1851 issue (7 / 1/51-2/23/57 ) and 18.57 issue
(2/24/ 57-9/ 1/ 61 ). H e also stated , "This method is, of course, faulty ," citing
that stampless cov ers w ere used to 6/30/51 and in some cases later, the 3c im
perforates were used afte r the perforate sta mps were issued and stampe d en
velope s were used at almost any period after Jul y 1, 1853. .

Your Section Editor has resolved to initiate a study determining actual
dates of use for as many Remele period markings as can be discovered and
recorded. Most all stampless covers carry dating on the message. Man y station
markings carry dates as an integral part of the marking and many stamped
envelopes or covers with 5c 1847, 3c 1851 or 3c 1857 carry dat es on the enclosed
letter or were docketed by sende r or receiver , as was frequently th e custom at
the time.

In an effort to create a useful information file on dates of use of Remele
period agent or sta tion markings prior to 1865, all collectors of railway markings ,
or those poss essin g such markings, are requested to report to the Section Editor
the following information: (a) Rem ele or USTMC catalog number , (b ) color
of marking and (c) date of use with month, date and year if possible. Owner
ship will not be indicated in file or any published art icles, so no security problem
need bother you.

To manage such information we will list markings for which a date or
dates ar e known and request our read ers to report dated marking uses earlier
or later than th ose sho wn, or to report dat es for markings not listed among th e
Rem ele catalog numbers starting with A,B,C, or D.

Other sections will follow in du e cours e and eventually we hope to publish
dating periods for man y of the 1837-1861 markings. To assist those who do
not poss ess th e out-of-print Rem ele catalog we are also listing catalog numbers
from the more recent U.S. Transit Markings Catalog now in the course of seri al
publication.

One word of caution should be mentioned . Frequently covers are found
(particularly 3c 1851 ) with pencil dates written on the envelope by a collector
or deal er-not by sender or receiver. These dates should not be submitted , as
in many cases th ey are un verifi ed and/or erroneous.

It is hop ed that all collectors will coop erate with this proj ect and report
dates of markings in their possession , or to which th ey have access. It is hoped
that the final result will be a useful and mean ingful chronological guide to aid
in further development of agent-run stud ies and creation of valid marking use
listings.
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Rem ele UST MG Golor Date Remele US T MG Golor Date
Gat .No. Gat. No . Cl/t. No . Cat . No.

A-2-a 114-1)-1 Red 4-47 A-2-b 114-1)-2 Red 3- 8-48

A-2-c 114-1)-3 BIlle 9-23-50. A-2-b 114-\) -4 Bill e 8-18-51
9-26-51

A-5-b 9-B-1 Black 5-23-53 A-6-a 4-C- 1 Bille 9-51

A-7-a 355-A-1 Red 2-21-49 A-7-b 355-A- 2 Red 6-13-51

}\-I -a 239-B-1 Red ll-14-38. B-I -b 239-C-I Red 7-27-38,
ll-18-38, 7-29-47.
9- 7-38 12- 3-48

B-I -b 239-C -1 Black 5- 7-52, 4-11-48.
3-18-61 4-18-49 ,

10-23-50.

B-I- c 239-1)-1 Red 11-15-38. 12-11-50
5-19-39,
6-18-44

n . ie 239-1)-1 Blu e 6-10-47. B-I-e 239-£ -1 Blu e 8-16-47,
8-14-47, 1-10-50
3-13-49
9-29-51 B-I -£ 239-F-1 Blu e 6-13-50 ,

5- 1-51

}\-2-a 274-A- I Blue (i- 9-44. B-2-a 274 -A- I Red 11-27-47
10- 9-46.
12- 4-48,
5-13-52 B-2-b 274-A -2 Red 12-14-47

B-2-d 274-B-2 Black 3-24-53 B-2-£ 274-1)-1 Blu e 6- 13-51.
8-28-51

B-2-h 274-£ -2 Black 4-29-54 B-2-Sa 274-S-8a Black 7-31-60
}\-2-Sb 274-S-14a Black 7-19-58. B-2-Sc 274-S-3 Black 9-25-60.

9- 3-60 3-30-61,
3-30-65

B-2-Sc 274-S-3 Blue 12-18·(;7 B-2-Sd 274-S-8a Black 4-21-59.
7-23-59

B-2-Se 274-S-7 Black 12-30-59. B-2-Se 274-S-7 Blue 8-19-66
4-111-61

B-2-5£ 274-S-25 Black 11-19-59, 8 -2-Sg 271-S-4a Black I I- 7-59
11-19-60

8 -2-5g 271-S-4a Blu e 12-18-63 B-2-Sh 274-S-6 Black j -10-6 I ,
3-10-62.
3-19-62

B-2-Si 274-5-13 Black 12-18-60 8- 2-Sk 274-S-18 Black 6-16-62.
2-24-63

B-2-Sk 274-5- 18 Blue 6-23-64. 8 -2-51 274-S-23 Hille 1-27-66
2-23-65,
5-22-65

B-3-a 195-B -1 Blue 5-12-5 1, B-3-b 1!15-C-1 BIlle 10-51,
6-21-51. 7-31-52,

10-51 10-27-57
8 -5 180-A-I Black 3-18-61 B-8-a 53-B-I Red 7- 3-47.

11- 3-47.
3-23-49,

H-8-b 53-B-2 Red 11-25-47, 1-24-50
9-51

B-9-a 4 I -C-I Black 3-27-54 B-9-b 41-C-2 Black 8-16-58
H-IO 55-A-I Red 4-26-58 B-II -a 41-A-1 Red 11-16-49

(Hy annis- (Fro m Wind -
Wareham) sor, Vt.)

B-II -a 41-A- I Black 8-27-53
B-II-b 41-B-1 Red 7- 1-48 B-II -c 41-A-2 Red 12-12-49
B-12-b 50-A-2 Red 7-19-50, B-12-d 50-A-4 Green 7-16-49

2-21-52
B-15-a 115-1)-1 Black 5-26-53 B-17 703-A-1 Black 3-17-57
B-18 694-B-I Black 5-28-f>O C-4-b 131-A-2 Red 5-21-52
C-7 338-B-1 Black 6- I-55 c-s fi91-A- 1 Black 12- 2-55,

12-26-55
(Co ntinued on pa ge 2(7)
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE FIRST YEARS OF THE WHITE STAR LINE'S CONTRACT TO
CARRY THE UNITED STATES MAILS TO EUROPE-

5 OCTOBER 1872 TO 26 JUNE 1875
WALTER HUBBARD

The Ocean Steam Navigation Company (The White Star Line) had been
running a service from Liverpool VUl Qu eenstown to New York and back since
the maiden voyage of Oceanic from Liverpool on 2 March 1871, hut it wa s
not until th e autumn of 1872 th at they regul arly carried the U.S. mails .

On 21 September ( 1872) it was announced in New York that th e United
States Postmaster Gen eral had awa rded th em a contract to carry th e Saturday
European mail. It appears to have started with the Lin e's first October voya ge,
that of Atlantic from New York on Saturday 5 October as, on her arrival at
Queenstown at 0415 hours on 14 October, "a ll mails" were landed th ere. The
White Star contract for a weekly service from New York seems to have been
in substitution of th at held by the Inman Lin e since th e summe r of 1870, as,
after City of Montreal (New York 28 Septemb er) arrived with "full mails" at
Queenstown on 8 October, no further mails were reported as bein g landed
there by the Inman Line until the revival of their contract in th e summer of
1874.

I
~..

Th e cover illustrated, through New York Exchange Office on OCT 19, en
dorsed Per "Adriatic," is also ma rked LONDON-W F 10 PAID OC 29 72
(both in red ) .•October 19 was a Saturday, th e sailing day from New York for
steamers of th e North German Lloyd and White Star Lines. The North German
Lloyd packet, W eser, passin g Hurst Castle at the western entrance to th e Solent,
at 0105 hours on 30 October, was too late for th e London delivery mark.
Adriatic, of th e White Star Line, sailed from New York on 19 October, on th e
Line's third and her fir st mail-carrying voyage, and landed her mails at
Queenstown at 2210 hours on 27 October . Although endorseme nts are only
an expression of th e sender 's intention, there can be no doubt that she carried
this cover.

After Atlantic's arr ival on 14 October , mails carried by th e White Star
packets were reported in most weeks (four out of five) in th e period under
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discussion. "All the mails" usually landed at Queenstown , but on a number
of occasions th ose for Liverpool and Scotland were re tained on board, whilst
sometimes the packet s would omit the call at Qu eenst own and go direct to
L iverpool.

The White Star packets were fas t. They had taken th e wes tbound record
from th e Cunard Company in May 1872 and were to take the eas tbo un d one
from th e Inman Line in January 1873. From th e start of th eir contract in
October to th e end of the year , th irt een eastbo und crossings averaged almost
exactly nin e days. As the record th en stood at just under eight days, this was
good service.

"Adriatic" (Whit. Sta, L1no) wal in tho tranlatlantic sorvice from 1812 .1897. She wa l Icrapped iI. 1899 . (Phot o.
graph: The National Maritim e MUleum , Greenwich).

From October 1872 to December 1875, the Company maintaine d its service
with six vessels- Oceanic, Atlant ic, Baltic, Republic, Adriatic and Celtic
names some of which bring back memories of the Collins Line packets of the
1850s. When Atlantic was wrecked in the spring of 1873, Gaelic and Belgic
were brought in to do occasional round voyages until Britannic and, later,
Germanic were ready .

The White Star Line's contract to carry th e Un ited Sta tes mail , from New
York on Saturdays to Queenstown and Liverpool, did not stop on 26 June
1875, bu t the lat er period is beyond the scope of th ese present notes.

References
T he Times 1872-5.
N. R . P. Bonsor , N orth A tlantic Seaway.

THE WHITE STAR LINE - EASTWARD SAILINGS FROM NEW YORK
SATURDAYS REPORTED ARRIVALS AT

SAILING PACKET QUEENSTOWN
DATES OR LIVERPOOL

/ 872
5 O Cl

12 do
19 do
26 do
2 Nov
9 do

16 do
23 do
30 do

5

17

I Dec

ATLANTIC
OCEANI C
ADRIATIC
BALTIC
ATLANTIC
CELTIC F/V
OCEANI C
ADR IATIC
BALTIC

QT 14 O cl (04 15)
QT 21 o« (2100)
QT 27 o« (2216)
QT 4 Nov (0745)
QT 12 Nov (0815)
QT 18 Nov (1145)
QT 28 No v (1l 00)
QT I Dec (0100)
QT 10 Dec (12H )
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7 Dec ATLANTIC QT 16 Dec (2300)
14 do CELT IC QT 24 Dec (0100)
21 do No rep ort at QT or Ll'
28 do 29 ADRIATIC QT 7 Jan (1020)

1873
4 Jan OCEANI C QT 20 J an (2400)

11 do BALTIC QT 20 Jan (2030)
18 do 19 CELTIC QT 28 Jan (0900)
25 do AT LAN T IC QT 4 Feb (0743)

1 Feb No report at QT or LI'
8 do ADRIATIC QT 16 Feb (2140)

15 do BALTIC QT 25 Feb
22 do 23 CELTIC QT 4 Mar (0800)

1 Mar 2 ATLANTIC LIV QT 11 Mar (2320)
8 do REP UBLIC. QT 17 Mar (2300)

15 do 15 ADR IATIC QT 24 Mar (0850)
22 do 22 BALTIC QT 31 Mar (0030)
29 do CELTIC QT 7 Apr (1200)

5 Apr No report a t QT or LP
12 do No report at QT or LP
19 do ADRIAT IC QT 28 Apr (0500)
26 do BALTIC QT 5 May (1030)

3 May CELTIC QT 12 May (2200)
10 do 10 & 12 OCE ANI C QT 21 May (2300)
17 do No repor t at QT or LP
24 do ADRIATIC QT 2 J u n (0700)
31 do No report a t QT or LP

7 Jun CELTIC QT 15/1 6 Jun
14 do 14 OCEANI C QT 23 Jun (1400)
21 do No report a t QT or LP
28 do ADRIATIC QT 7 Jul (1035)

5 Jul BALTIC QT 14 Jul (1000)
12 do CELTIC QT 21 Jul (1800)
19 do OCEANIC QT 29 Jul (0700)
26 do GAELIC FIV QT 5 Aug (1815)

2 Aug ADRIATIC QT I I Apg (1830)
9 do BALTIC QT 18 Aug (0930)

16 do CELTIC passed QT 25 Aug (2100) with mail s to LI'
23 do OCEANIC QT 3 Sep (2300)
30 do REPUBLIC QT R Sep (0640)

6 Sep 6 AD RIAT IC QT 15 Sep (0900)
13 do BALTIC QT 22 Sep (0500)
20 do CELTIC QT 30 Sep (1800)
27 do 27 REP UBLIC QT 6 Oct (1600)

4 Oct GAEUC QT 15 Oct (1400)
II do ADRIATIC QT 20 Oct (0100)
18 do 18 BALTIC QT 27 Oct (1700)
25 do CELTIC QT 3 Nov (0600)

1 Nov OCEA~IC QT II Nov (0220)
8 do REPU LI C QT 17 Nov (2230)

15 do ADRIATIC QT 24 Nov (1900)
22 do 22 BALTIC QT 1 Dec (0800)
29 do 29 CELTIC QT 8 Dec (1350)

6 Dec 6 . OCEANIC QT 16 Dec (0655)
13 do 14 REPUBLIC QT 23 Dec (1230)
20 do 21 ADR IATIC QT 30 Dec (1045)
27 do 27 CELT IC QT 5 Jan (0945)

1874
3 Jan 3 BALTIC QT 13 J an (0133) .

10 do OCEANIC passed QT wit h mails for LP 20 Jan
17 do 17 REP UBLIC QT 27 J an (1015)
24 rio 24 ADR IATIC QT 2 Feb (2330)
31 d o No rep ort a t QT or LP
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REPUBLIC
CELTIC
ADRIATIC

ADRIATIC
BALTIC
OCEANIC
R EPUBLI C

CELTIC
ADRIATIC
BALTIC
OCEANIC

BALTIC
OCEANIC
REP UBLIC
CELTIC

REPUBLIC
CELTIC
ADRIATIC
BALTIC
OCEANIC

QT 15 Feb (2315)
QT 24 Feb (1030)
QT 4 Mar (0200)
QT 10 Mar (0200)

QT 16 Mar (0510)
QT 23 Mar (1220)
QT 30/31 Mar
QT 6 Apr (1825)

QT 14 Apr (1600)
QT 20 Apr (0140)
(~T 28 Apr (2215)
QT 5 May (1530)

QT 12 May (0500)
QT 18 May (0910)
QT 25 May (0410)
QT 31 May (2205)
QT 10 Jun (1100)

QT 15 J UIl (0550)
QT 22 Jun (1330)
QT 29 jun (0235)
No report at QT or LP

OCEANIC LP 14 Ju1
BR ITANNIC F/V QT 20 j ut (la te)
CELTIC QT 26 Jul (2000)
ADRIATIC QT 3 Aug (0310)

REPUBLIC QT 10 Aug (0345)
BALTIC QT 17 Aug (a.m .]
BRITANNIC QT 24 Aug (1700)
CELTIC QT 31 Aug (1020)
OCEANIC QT 7 Sep (1920)

REPUBLI C QT 14 Sep (1730)
BALTIC QT 21 Sep (0630)
BRITANNIC QT 28 Sep (0910)
CELTIC QT 5 Oc t (1620)

OCEANIC QT 13 Oct (0230)
R EPUBLI C QT 20 Oct (OOסס)

BALTIC LP 27 Oct
AD RIATIC QT 5 Nov (1230)
CELTIC QT 9 Nov (0800)

OCEANIC QT 17 Nov (0040)
REPUBLI C QT 23 Nov
BALTIC QT 30 Nov (0745)
GAELIC QT 9 Dec (1700)

CELTIC QT 14 Dec (0915)
OCEANIC QT 21 Dec (2040)
REPUBLI C QT 28 Dec (2020)
BELGIC LI' 5 J an

5
II
19
25

2
9

23
31

6
13
20

4
I I
18
25

3
8

15
22
29

5
12
19
26

3
10
17
24
31

7
14
21
28

5
12
19
25

7
14
21
28

7
14
21
28

5 Sep
12 do
19 do
26 do

7 Feb
14 do
21 do
28 do

7 Mar
14 do
21 do
28 do

4 Apr
II do
18 do
2.~ do

2 May
9 do

16 do
23 do
:\0 do

6Jun
13 do
20 do
27 do

4 Ju1
11 do
18 do
25 do

I Aug
8 do

15 do
22 do
29 do

3 Oct
10 do
17 do
24 do
31 do

;; Dec
12 do
19 do
26 do

7 Nov
14 do
21 do
28 do
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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/8 75
2 J an 2 BAL TI C (~T 12 J an
9 do 9 AD R IAT IC QT I i J a n ( l i OO)

16 do 16 (; AE LI C (~T 26 Jan (p.m.)
23 do 23 CELT IC QT 1 Feb (0 305)
30 do 30 O CEANI C QT 9 Feb (0220)

6 Feb 0 REP UBLIC (~T 19 Feb
13 do 13 BALTIC QT 22 Feh (0530)
20 do 20 BELGIC 1.1' 4 Ma r
2i do 2i AD RIAT IC QT [; Ma r (0300)

o Mar 0 CELT IC QT 16 Mar (1830)
1'1 d o 13 BALTIC QT 22 Mar (1315)
20 do 20 REPUBLIC QT 30 Mar (1300)
27 do ;'\ 0 repor t at Q T or L P

3 Apr 3 ADR IATIC QT 12 Apr (1115)
10 do 10 CELT IC QT 19 Apr (2 JOO)
I i do 17 BALTIC QT 26 Apr
24 do 24 R EP UBLI C QT 3 May (1145)

I Ma y No report at QT or LP
R do 8 AD R IATIC Q'T 17 May (2400)

15 do 16 CELTIC QT 24 May (1840)
22 do 22 BALTIC QT 1 j un (1730)
29 do 29 BRI T AN NIC (~T i Jun (1150)

:; .lUll " GE R MANIC FIV QT 14 Jun ( 1900)
12 do 12 AD R IATIC QT 20 J un (2200)
19 do 19 CELTIC QT 29 jun (2315)
20 do 26 REP UBLI C QT :; .luI (1630)
U.S. TREATV EXCHANGE OFFICES
CHARLES J. STARNES

The tabulated informa tion below is an atte mpt to list th e presently ac
cepte d dat es for the establishme nt, or practical functioning, of the continental
U.S. excha nge offi ces for foreign treaty mails , except tho se for Can ada and other
direct mail dest inati ons. Where known, the dates of discontinuance are given,
if before 1 July 1875. With the exceptions of Baltimore for F rench mails and
Phil ad elphia for North Gen na n Union mai ls, known agreements mention th e
other cities as official excha nge centers , empowe red to disp at ch , receive, an d
process specified mails with specified foreign offices.

References give n for the dates enumerated will indica te to the critical
reader quite a few areas demanding some furth er investigation.

Mails
Brit ish
Fre nc h

Prussian

Belgian
Brem en

Hambu rg

No r th Germa n
U n io n
It alian
Swiss
Ne therla nds

Mails
Br iti sh
Frenc h

New Yorh
Feb . 49 (a)
Apr. 57 (b)
th ru Dec. 69
Aug. 74 (c)
t h ru n ee. 75
Oct. 52 (d)
th ru Dec. 67
J an . 60 (e)
Mar. 48 (f)
t h ru Dec. 67
joi , 57 (g)
th ru Dec. 67
J an. fill (r)

Apr. 611 (h)
Apr. 68 (h)
J an . 68 (i)

Port/and
Feb. 59 (k)
Apr. 61 (m)
thm Dec. 69

Boston
Feb . 49 (a)
Apr . 57 (b)
thru Dec. 69
Au g . 74 (c)
th ru Dec. 75
Oct. 52 (d )
thru Dec. 67
J an . fiO (e)

J an . 611 (r )

J an. 68 (i)
th ru Apr. 69 (q)

Detroit
Dec. 59 (I)
Apr.61 (m)
thru Dec. 69

Ph i/adelph ia
J an . 54 (j)
Apr. 57 (b)
thru Dec. 69

May 69 (q )

Ch icago
Dec. 59 ( I)
Ap r. 61 (m)
thru Dec. 69
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Prussian

North German
Union

Mails

British

French

May 61 (n)
thru Dec. 66 (q)
Jan. 68 (r)
thru Apr. 69 (q )

Baltimore

No v. 65 (p)

Ma r. 67 thru
Apr. 69 (q)

May 61 (n)
thru Dec. 66 (q)
Jan. 68 (r)
th ru Apr. 69 (q)

San Francisco

Jan. 53 (0) limit ed
Oct. 53 (s) limited
Oc t. 63 (t) limited
Apr. 57 (b)
thru Ma r. 6 1 (m)

May 61 (n)
thru Dec . 66 (q)
Jan. 68 (r)

Charleston , Savannah ,
New Orlean s

J an. 53 (0) limited
Oct. 53 (s) limited

References
a) Treaty effective on proclamation date, 15 Feb . 49, but th e Additional Articles (wi th

ra tes to for eign coun tries) were not signed until 14 Ma y 49, an d were e ffec tive on or befor e
I Jul. 49.

b) By convention effec tive I Apr. 57.
c) By con vention effective I Aug. 74.
d) By conve n tio n effecti ve 16 Oct. 52 (P MG repor t o f Jun. 53) .
e) Convention proclaimed 20 OCl. 60, but in force in U .S. from 24 Jan . 60 (P MG report

for 60) .
f) Con vention effective with public notice of I Ma r. 41\: fir st sa i ling from New York 20

Mar. 48.
g) By convention eff ectiv e I Jul. 57.
h) By Italian a nd Swiss conven tions effective Apr. 6R.
i) By convention effec tive I J an. 68.
i) By Additional Articles effect ive I Jan . 54.
k) By Addi tio na l Ar t icles signed in London 3 Feb. 59 .
1) By Additional Ar ricles signed in Washington 14 Dec. :,9.
m) By Additional Ar ticles effective I Ap r . 61.
n) By Add itio na l Ar ticles signed in Berlin 24 Apr. 6 1.
0 ) By Add itiona l Ar ticles effective 15 Jan. 53, for ma il 10 a ll Br itish and for eign port s

a t which th e British mail packet s in the West Indies tou ch .
p) By Additiona l Articles signed in Washington II Nov. 65.
q) From listings published in U.S. Ma il and P.O. Asst o--nor a lways reliable .
r) By conven tion effective I J an . 68. .
s) By addition al Articles eff ect ive I Oct. 53, for mail 10 west coas t of South Ame rica.
t) By Additional Articles signed 19 Oct. 63 for British mails, but only for receipt a nd

distribution, not dispatch.
THE LANMAN & KEMP CORRESPONDENCE
PAUL J. WOLF

The Robert A. Siegel Postal History Sale of 20-24 September, 1974, dispos
ing of th e Lester L. Downing Collection (p lus others ) had a number of fascinat
ing Black Jack items in it. Four covers, especially, were of interest and this
article will deal with th em.

Each of th e four covers is franked with a single Black Jack. They comprise
one each from Mexico, Puerto Rico , Salvador and Venezuela. This interested
me very much, so I called th e Siegel office, asking that these cov ers be sent to me
for examination. I was informed that it was too late, too close to the date of
the sal e, but that Xerox copies could be, and were, sent to me. I th en promptly
retained th e services of a leading auction agent and, happily, three of the four
covers were purchased. Only th e one from Mexico eluded me, but since I had a
Xerox copy of it , I was in good position. I feel that I made out very well.

Each one of th ese covers is, actually, a folded letter, written , respectively.
from Campech e, Mexico, in 1864; Naquabo, Pu erto Rico , dated 1868; Son sonate,
Salvador, 1867; and Maracaibo, Venezu ela , in 1864, to th e firm of Lanman &
Kemp, Druggists, 69, 71 & 73 Water Street , New York City. The entire letters
are present. The ones from Maracaibo and Salvador are on e page and in
English, th e letter from Naquabo, Pu erto Rico , is eight crowded pages lon g.
in Spanish. They are all purely commerci al letters dealing with accounts and
other matters of commerci al, and mutual, inter est.

What is of especial interest is th e way th ese letters we re handled. Under
the postal regul ations of the day, incoming letters we re supposed to be de
posited in th e first U. S. post office reached, in thi s cas e New York City. There
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Figure 1. C<>ver carrie d by ste ams hip, enter ing through the New York City Foreign Mail Division. Handotamped
:'N. York. Steamship" and overpaid l c for the l Oc rate . There is no date in the handstam p, a cond ition not
Infre que ntly encountered . Whe ther the omiss ion has meaning or is merel y the result of • care less clerk has not
yet been ascertained.

they would receive the "N. York. Steamship" cancellation and if not properl y
prepaid , wou ld be cha rged the uni form for eign rate of lOco (Fi gure 1)

All four of these lett ers, obviously, were put into the normal mails as
drop lett ers, franked with the sing le Black Jack proper for suc h use, and th e
stamps wer e cancelled with typical New York City local cancellations. This
saved the sum of 8c per letter , and as Lanman & Kemp probably had an ex
tensive correspon de nce, this undoubtedl y amounte d, over a period, to a sub
stan tial sum. That the practise was illegal appears not to have been of moment.

Perhaps it would be well at this point to mention that Lanman & Kemp are
philat elicall y inte res ting. They were in bu siness for man y yea rs. In the period
1864 to 1881 they had three Private Die Perfumery Stamps, shown in Scott's
Speciali zed Catalogue as :#:RT 16, 1c Black; RT 17, 2c Brown, and RT 18, 3c
Green . In the period 1898 to 1900 they had three Private Die Medicine Stamps,
Scott :#:RS 287, Sfsc Green; RS 288, 1V4c Brown and RS 289, 1%c Blue. These
com e in a number of paper and perf varieties, and appear in "Match & Medicine"

Figu re 2. Folded le"er from Naquabo , Puerto Rico. The N Y City local cancell at ion and cork kille r are in red .
Noted " Duplicate al amigo Sr. D. Senfin Noya'" (Duplicate, by friend . . . .)
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Figur. 3. Fold.d I.tter from $onIOn.'., S.Iv.dor. N.w York City loc.1 ..ncelletion .nd M.l tese Cro.. kill.r in
black . The scribbl.s on this , .. Will .. the o'hlr covin in this series, .r. undoubt.dly m.rks by penonnel at
L.nman & Klmp ind icat ing that thlir part of the handling had been completed. Each cover hOI slmller mark ings .

collections.
The cover from Campeche, Mexico, has the mailer's handstamp "Joaquin

Guitierrez & Ca. Campeche" in a double-lined oval and an oblong octagonal
handstamp showing "Campeche 3 Mayo 1864." It is marked "San Ju an" on th e
face , obviously the name of the ship that carrie d it , and a docketing on the
back flap shows 1864 at the top , the name of the sender and the dates received
and answered.

Taking the remaining three letters in alphab etical order, the cove r from
Puerto Rico has a docketing in the same hand (all four letters have similar

Figur. 4. Foldocl I.ttlr from M.....lbo. V.n......I•. "pr Doroth.....
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docketings) and th e remark , in Spanish, at the lower left front "Duplicade al
amigo Sr. D. Serafin Noyal," indica ting that the senders had sen t at leas t two
copies of this letter , probabl y by different routes, in orde r to be some wha t as
sured that at least one of them would be delivered. The cancellation is a red
"N.Y. City Sep 22' and a segmented cork killer. (Fi gure 2)

The Sonsonate, Salvador, letter is' dated 20 April 1867 and signed Joseph
Kerferd & Co. The postmark is in black, a Maltese Cross killer and dated
May 13. The usual docketing shows 1867, received May 13, answered May 31.

(Figure 3) 1 1 . d "D hea" h idThe Maracaibo, Venezu e a etter IS note orot ea on t e outsi e
address leaf; the inside has an embossed colorless oval stamp "Swift Perry &
Co. Maracaibo." The short letter, again, is a duplicate. The usual docketing is
present (Figures 4, 5).

Each of these covers bears cryptic markings in blue pencil, and lead pen
cil, which would seem to be the marks of the persons at Lanm an & Kemp who
read the letters and acted on them.

J.

Figure 5. Docketing on the le"er from Maracoibo. Each of the lo"ors in this group has a similar entry in the
~.m. hil!,d; !he Y••' date at the top, ,h. source and lociltion, and da,•• of receipt Ind reply. This very detailed
Information .1 of grut vllue to us, 110 y••rs or so liller, in analyzing what happened.

This series of letters throws some fascinating light on comm ercial practices
of the 19th Century. Quite obviously, Lanman & Kemp had made careful arrange
ments with their correspondents , so that the normal incoming rate could be
evaded. Four letters over the period 1864 to 1868 testify to th at.

The list of "Black Jacks Abroad," which presented covers to or from 75
countries (Chronicle #82, May 1974, page 116 and Th e American Philatelist ,
Sept. 1974, page 851) was further discussed in another arti cle in the Chronicle,
"The Holes in th e List," (#83, August 1974, page 177.)

Three of the four covers discuss ed above are additions to the list of "Black
Jacks Abroad," which at this writing numbers 80. It is the opinion of th e writer
that still more will be found. In due course a supplemental list will be published .

ADDENDUM
The above article was writte n in October Hl74. Since that time, the paper

entitled "Single Uses of the Black Jack in the Foreign Mails," by thi s writer,
appeared in Chronicle No. 85, February 1975. This elicited several responses.
including one from a member who wishes to remain anonymous, to the effect
that he had been th e finder of the Lanman & Kemp covers mentioned in that
article, and that he had four more of them.

Correspondence ensued, and the writer has, happily, been able to acquire
these four covers, giving him seven of the eight that were in the find.

These additional four are fold ed letters, complete, each one page long, in
English. The details are of grea t interest. Presented alphabetically, th ey are :

Para, Brazil. Dated May 26, 1865. Postmarked New York City Jun 21 NYD.
Received July 6 (per docketing). Four-pointed New York sta r in circle killer.
"Pr Los Amigos."
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Havana, Cuba , Dated Sep 24, 1864. Postmarked New York City Sep 30,
NYD, received same day. New York fancy geometric killer.

Marseilles, France. Dated Apr 1, 1865. Postmarked New York City Apr 2-,
Docketed as received Apr 22. Forwarder's handstamp, Dutilh & Co. New-York
in oval in red on front. Killer seems to be 5-pointed sta r in circle (partly off
cover).

Arroyo, Puerto Rico. Dated Dec 6, 1864. Postmarked New York City Feb
20, 1865. Received same day. Cork killer.

The cancellations are readable. Three of the four ha ve New York City fancy
cancels of the sort often seen on New York City Drop Letters; only the Pu erto
Rico letter has a common cork killer .

The Brazil letter is the four th recorded to or from Brazil to date. The
Pue rto Rico letter is the second recorded to or from that country. The Lanman
& Kemp letter from Naquabo being the first, and so far , the only other!

The addition of these four letters certainly reinforces the conclusions
drawn in the article above.
Some Publications

From U.S.P.C.S.:
Civi l Wa r Period Ma ps

of Southern States ___ _$6 .00--

Index to Bake rs' U.S.
Classics Colum n in
Stamps-membe rs - -- - ___ _$1 .00
non-members __ ________________$1.50

Send SAE for comple te current
listing. Make checks payable to
U.S. Philate lic Classics Society, Inc.

O rde rs postpaid.sent

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701
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Old us, Covers Are My Specialty
Write fo r My Free Specia l Lists

THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS

by Laurence (193 4)

Beau tiful new reprint -limited edition-272 pages- alm ost 33 00 illustrat ions- price s
realized at sale in ap pendix. Price postpaid ____________________________________________________$24 .50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 648 8, CLEARWATER, FLA. 335 15
263



History of Letter Post Communication

Between the United States And Europe

1845-1875

by GEORGE E. HARGEST

Altho ugh the First Edition of History of Letter Post Communication was published
only fo ur years ago, it has be en a difficul t work fo r ma ny to ob ta in, especially
abroad, because of a lim ited pr int ing . Even so it was the recipient of many awa rds ,
both in the United Sta tes and Europe, for its schol arly p resentat ion . This Seco nd
Edition conta ins the complete tex t of the or ig inal and also includes a new section
on the U.S.-French Convention of 2 March 185 7 and a new Preface to Second Edi
tion . As well as correction of the typographical e rrors and improvement of some
illustrations of the f irst edition, this 256-page hardcove r ed ition also contains changes
to some sh ips sa iling data received by the author after the first edit ion was published.

History of Letter Post Communication not only describe s the postal services be 
tween the United States and Europe, but also e xplains their development. Such
topics as postal rates, ships sailing dates, and international agreements and regula
tion s are considered ' in detail. Over 100 illustrations are included, many of which
are of covers wh ich clearly reflect the usua l ma rkings fo r route, service and rate .
This work is a necessity for the posta l histor ian and anyone inter ested in the devel
opment of nineteenth century internat io nal corr esponde nce .

$30.00 Postpaid

Quarterman Publications, Inc.
S SOUTH UNION STREET

LAWRENCE, MASSACHUSETTS 01 899
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 87

Figure 1

Th e problem cover from the last issue is shown again in Fi gure 1, and
has elicited considera ble respon se. First let us quote from some of the written
comments received. George Hargest writes: "The 22c rate is correct, and the
12c credit (to G.B.) is correct. Th e 5 evide ntly indicates a collection of 5
reales which is restated as 58 centavos . The cover went through th e British of
fice at Panama. Th e label I have never seen before. It might mean th at th e
cover arrive d in Panam a in an American ship, or it could mean that the cover
left Panama in an American ship . The "2" cou ld mean by Route #2, an idea
often expressed, but never proven ." Jam es DeVoss states in a letter: "Re gard
ing th e six-side d label , I have never seen it before. Th e cover originated
somewhere in the United States and bears the correct postage of 22c to Peru .
It was carried by U.S. packet to Pan ama where it was turned over to th e
British mail agent and then carded by British pack et to Call ao . The British
received a credit of 12c for their portion of th e journey." William O. Bilden
writes: "I believe th at the lab el is genuine , and that the cover was handled
by th e U.S. Postal Agency in Panama and wa s cancelled in red ink as was
their custom in can celling stamps th ere. It was th en transferred to the British
Panama Agen cy for dispatch to Peru , For some rea son it did not go on a
British mail bo at , otherwise it would have had th e Callao, Peru British Agency
receiving mark. My guess is that it was handled by th e Pacific Mail Steamship
Co. and this is possibly their label. with th eir blue ink cancel. The "2" in
the label is possib ly the ship rat e they would collect from the addressee.
Th e "59" in purple is not for 1859 and thi s marking plus the "5" are a
mystery. Am sure th ey are not of the British or U.S. Agencies . They are of
type used in South America , and possibly of Colombia, since Panama was
then part of that country." James Beal says: "T he Panama marking is British.
Caleo I presum e to be a mis-spellin g of Callao, th e port of Peru , and not
Cal eu which is an interior town in Chil e. Th e currency of Panama, then a
sta te of Colombia, was the peso. equal to 100 centavos . Until March 1, 1858,
the currency of Peru was the peso, equa l to 8 rea les , and on that da te changed
to 100 centavos-e I peso (10 centavos-e l din ero and 20 centavos=l peseta,
The Chronicle / November 1975 / Vol. 27. No.4 265



,

and therefore 5 pesetas ce l peso) . 1 haven't th e faintest idea of what collec t
rates could ha ve been applied to the cover upon arrival in Callao, and unless
those purple markings are Peruvian , there is no evide nce it was ever in the
Peruvian mail."

Other coll ectors and dealers, here and in Europe, have comme nted. Their
opinion s, plus those stated ab ove, are of the consensus that the cover is OK
and that the label is genuine, but little known (only vague references to the
lab el's havin g been see n before ) . A study of auct ion catalogues , U.S. and
foreign, including that of Robson Lowe's Glassco Collection of November
25-27, 1969, containi ng illustrati ons of many cove rs of Pa nama and Peru, does
not disclose a simila r label or the "5" or "59" ma rkings. One theory exp ressed
is that th e "5" is an intern al 5 centavos rate and the "59" is for 1859, because
the "5" either as pesos or reales does not convert to 59 centavos. There is
agreement that the label was applied aft er the cover arrived at Panama, since
it is over the "59" marking. It does appea r that the cover, although ca ncelled
by th e British Agen cy, did not go to Peru on a British ship, but instead went
on an American ship, with the label involved eithe r as a route number, or
to show 2c to be collected. A pencill ed "2" on the ba ck favors the route
theory. The cover was apparently handled by the Colombian, American and
British mail systems, but not neces sarily by th at of Peru, and nobo dy knows
wha t the "5" and "59" signify ra tewise. If anybody reading this exp lanation has
oth er ideas, we will be glad to put them in a future article, since this cover is
of such interest.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

. / fr ~.

07Jc?~.ti4/ret-'

s-r-
Figure 2a

Flg"n 2b
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS (con ti n u e d from page 253 )

Remele USTMC Color Date Remele USTM C Color Date
Cat . No . Cat . N o. Cat . No . Cat. N o .
C-I I 842-A· I Black 6-10-58 C-12-h 705-A -2 R ed 3-19 -55
C· 15-a 555-A-1 Black 1-28-53, C ·16 658 -A-1 R cd 5- I -54

6-1-55
C- IR-a 115-F- 1 Black 7-23 -53 C-21-c 55 4-C- I I Blac k 9- 4-56
C-2 1-Sa 553 -5-1 Black 11- 8-56 , C-25-a 25 -A- 1 Hlu e i -I I-5 0.

11-18-56 11- 3-52
C-25- 1> 25 -A-2 Blue 5- 3·53 . C-26-5 35 -S-1 Bla ck 4-27-60

5- 17-53
(;- 28 209 -A-1 Black 4- 6-59 . D-2 576-A-1 Black 5-29 ·58

8- 6-59.
12-13-60

Listi ng to be co nti n uc d in Iu tu rc issues
The problem cover for this issue is a strange item, shown in F igures 2a
and 2b as two pieces, a banknote sized wrapper used first in 1859 and then
again during the Civil War. As received from a sma ll stamp dealer who got
it from an an tique shop dealer, only the second use showing a stri p of five
of the 5c green Confedera te States of Amer ica (Sc. # 1 ) t ied by Pulaski, Ten .
cds in black was apparent, and the cover was sold only as such. Un folding
the wrappe r af ter purchase disclosed the Tuscumbia, Ala . cds with 12c 1857
(Sc. #36) and 3c 12XU "Provisional" marking. The address and "nine cents
post." are in th e same ink, the cds in black, and th e 12XU (faintly visible left
of stamp) and cut cork killer on stamp are in blue. The ca ta logue listing for
12XUl is only in red . Has anyone seen it in blue, what dates are involved for
th is twice-used item, and wha t parts are OK? Pleas e ma il comme nts to th e
Cover Comer Editor at his Cincinnati P.O . box.
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALO GS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUAllY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Cha rte r member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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PATHWAY TO

PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE

• Catalogs

• Philatelic Handbooks

• Postal Histories

Send for free literature price
list. Whether you want to buy
or sell , please w rite :

indi
P.O. 41268

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46241
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SIKKY JACOBS
HALF KILLION HILER

478613 ... _ .SONC£ 1972

That's why we'll travel anywhere in the continental United States to
discuss your collection. We are constantly searching for QUALITY
United States and Foreign.

An Important Fact to Consider

BEFORE YOU SELL YOUR COLLECTION
Sensible Collectors Sell Through Auction

because

Serious Collectors Buy There!!!

If you have been contemplating the sale of your collection , ca ll us co llect at 617
227-2770 for an appointment. We will be pleased to dis cuss your holdings, o r if you
so desire, we w ill travel to your home, ban k or office . Cash paid on the spot, or
we will place your collection in Auction. WEST COAST collectors w ish ing to dispose
of their collections can contact our agent: JULES CHARLES WATERS CO. at 415-387
4634 (collect).

THE MAJORITY OF COLLECTORS FIND THE PROPER PLACE
TO DISPOSE OF THEIR COLLECTIONS, IS WITH

148 STATE ST., BOSTON, MA 02109

APS SPA BIA ASDA AFDCS

Our Auction Catalogue Is FREE For The Asking!
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ORGANIZATION

ARE YOU REALLY
GETTING WHAT IT'S

WORTH?

Harmer's New York auctions are the true test of the market.

What your stamps and covers will bring when offered by H. R.

Harmer to an International Clientele of collectors and profes

sionals, expresses their true worth .

Demand for fine material is strong, stronger than it has

ever been. So if you are contemplating selling, talk to Harmer.

Don't make the mistake of accepting just any appraisal. Get

the Harmer appraisal. Ask about the Harmer guarantee. In fact,

request our booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Selling" which

will answer all your questions about us. It is yours for the asking .

H. R. HARMER INC.

Phone (212)757-4460

6 West 48th Street New York, N.Y. 10036
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