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HICKS SLAWSON

LILLY MALCOLM

SIMPSON WEATHERLY

NEINKEN CLIFFORD

BINGHAM DIKE

KOHN MATTHIES

BAKER PARKER

MACKEY DOWNING

WISEMAN BLAKE

FAULSTICH NEWBURY

KRUG SEYMOUR

These are the names of just a few of the important philatelists whose
specialized collections we have sold. There are hundreds of others,
many desiring anonymity.

THERE'S A REASON WHY WE HAVE BEEN ENTRUSTED WITH THE
SALE OF THEIR SPECIALIZED COLLECTIONS AND THE REASON IS
SIMPLY THISI

We know what we're doing!
It takes years of experience and the knowledge acquired over those
years to be able to give proper treatment in full measure to such im­
portant collections. We possess these requirements and it is some­
thing to keep in mind when the time comes for the disposal of your
specialized collection, to say nothing of your holdings in straight
material. Informative brochure sent on request.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th ST.

TEL. (212) 753·6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED 44 YEARS



ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS
A FULL PROGRAMME FOR MARCH

includes

....

4

5

9

10

24/26

GENERAL (at Bournemouth) including fine collections, wholesale,
covers, literature and one country sections.

POSTAL HISTORY (at Bournemouth) with Air, Antarctica, Ship
Letters, Falkland Islands and Tristan da Cunha.

FALKLAND ISLANDS (Londonl-sthe James A. Paulsen collection
with an 1841 cover, red and black franks , rare covers and proofs.

BRITISH EMPIRE (London) strong in Pacific Islands.

SPECIALISED and CLASSICS (at Besle) including Colonel D. M. Eley
Cyprus; John Finn Gibraltar and Malta; Great Britain used in Malta;
Europe with France, Italy (strong sections of covers), Greece,
Portugal, China and Afghanistan.

* * * * *

Subscription rate cards for all our auctions gladly sent on request.

Collectors whose interests are limited to not more than three countries would ap­
precia te our Busy Buyers Service. Only catalogues (or cutt ings) of the countries in which
you are interested are de spatched, instead of all cata logues, wh ich obviously include much
that the specialist does not require. This is the most economical way of keeping abreast
of the auctions.

Details from Mrs. G. Belton , The Auction House, 39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth.

With regular auctions held in Basle, Bournemouth, london and Melbourne, we attract
international bidding from leading collectors and dealers and believe that

WE OFFER YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

Suitable collections, single rarities, specialised studies, bulk accumulations, wholesale
lots, Postal History or Revenue stamps and documents can always be accepted for in­
c1usion in an appropriate sale.

ROBSON LOWE LYD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: ' fStamps London SW1" Telex: 915 410

V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31 The

Correspondents sending property for sale can avoid Value Added Tax complications by
including the V.A.T. number on the outside of the package. If sending freight (air or
surface) please secure the appropriate labels from us before sending.
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SELECTED
1869-1887 COVERS
# 113-two p.lrs, perfs. cut, tied cork cane. with "PITTSBURGH, PA, Feb 25"

(1870) CDS on neat cover to France with clear transit and due mkgs .
Ru. 8¢ R.t. _ $250

#ll4-F-YF, tied target cane. "SPARTA, WISC" CDS on sup.rb i1lus. "IDA HOUSE"
hot.1 cov.r. A g.m. $250

# 116(2)-Fln., tied clear "NEW YORK STEAMSHIP" cds to merchants CC cvr. to
Cub. with clear rec. mkgs. bre $350

# 139-VG-VF, (lifted to show gr ill) target cane., matching "LONDON" cds, tied
bold red "NEW YORK PAID ALL DIRECT" cds on extremely fine cvr. to
Germ.ny _ $135

#139-VF+, (lifted to show grill) tied cork cane., "LONDON" cds, with red "NEW
YORK PAID ALL BR. TRANSIT" cds on extremely fine cvr. to Germ.ny. A
twin to the previous cvr. $185

# 147(2)-F-VF, tied brilliant or.ng.....d ta rget cane. to VF FL with orange-red
"N.Y." transit and BALTIMORE cds to London. Striking Gem. $75

# 156(F-VF), 162(VG)-tied target cane., "SODUS, N.Y." cds on VF registered
cover. Scuc. us.ge. $50

#158, 160, 161-VF, 10¢ S.E., tied cork cane., "WOOSTER, 0." cds on fine cvr.
to Switz. with Switz. #23 on reverse. Rue Combln.tion. $75

#158(2), 162(3)-cut to VF, tied cork cane., clear "Penncol., Fl• •" cds on at­
tractive 5" x 10" cvr. with r.re org. brn. "NEW YORK PAID ALL GER.
TRANSIT" cds to Norw.y. bre $250

# 179-F-VF, tied fancy cork cane., ''WASH. D.C." cds to attractive cvr. with
rare ''The Y.le Lock Post.I Bur••u" PARIS Exposition c.ch.t to U.S.
Comm. at Expo. _ _ $85

# 183-F-VF, tied bold ''W'' and ''W.p.konet., 0" cds to superb cvr. A gem. $25

#185-VF-S, not tied on cvr. with neat purple "Randolph, Ohio" cds to Jap.n
with J.p.n... receiving mkg. on front. R.re $75

#185-just cuts, tied "N.w York" cds to superb neat cvr. to London with clear
red "B. F. St.v.nl, Delpatch Agent" hdstp. Very Pretty $40

#211 -dl.gon.1 biled, tied "star" in grid cancel, "Aug. 8, 2 p.m., 1887,
"St. Louil," mo. cds on lup.rb drop cvr. Striking $65

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

S.tilf.dlon or Imm.dl.t. R.fund - GI.dly S.nt on Approval with R.ferencel
Inst.llment P.ym.nt T.rms If Delired - (No Interest or C.rrying Ch.rges)

APS
SPA
eSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Society. Inc., at 2030 Glenmont Av e .• N. W., Canton. Ohio 44708. second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio «711 and additional mailing office. Subscription p rice $14.00. PrInted In U.S.A .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
This issue contains a selection of fine material covering a range of subjects
with lasting value and varied appeal. The 1869 section features a maj or article
by William K. Herzog on the quantities of th e 1869 issue . It will repay careful
stu dy as it is an important breakthrough in understanding th e available statis­
tics. In order that the entire article may appear in one issue, Dick Graham has
relinquished some of the space normally allotted th e 1861 section.

Charles Towle's detailed art icle on th e Ogdensburgh Railroad and its mark­
ings is a fascin ating account of th e growt h and decline of a representative
railroad. It is an excellent reference that is also absorbing and entertaining
reading.

John Eggen, a newcomer to th ese pages, has written a concise, well-docu­
mented study of nam e-of-boat markings, their background and significance.

George E. Hargest's analysis of the 34¢ rate to Mexico is an important
addition to the literature. Equally valuable and interesting in their own right
are th e notes by Robson Lowe on the setting of th e Boston Penny Post Paid
stamps and Walter Hubbard's preview of the Cunard sailing lists.

These articles and th e other worthwhile material making up the issue are
evidence of the vit alit y of philat elic research. It is heartening to realize that
many challenges remain. Certainly th e last word on th e U.S. classics will not
be written soon. But writers are not th e only ones contributing to our increased
knowledge of the classics. Patient research, as performed by Jeremy Wil son on
the 1869 issue and other subjects , painstaking records, as maintained by Creighton
Hart on the 1847 issue, and many items of information, on stamps, covers or other
details, as reported and sha red by many individual collectors, provide the raw
material.

In this connection (and by other circumstances as well) I am reminded
of two of the maxims enunciated by th e philosophers in th e Crock of Gold by
Jam es Stephens:

Knowledge becomes lumber in a week, therefore get rid of it .
A sword, a spade, and a thou ght should never be allowed to rust .
WINTER DOLDRUMS SPECIAL
U. S. P. C. S. Members only

Back issues of the Chronicle

Multilith #15, 16, 18,21,31, 34, 38
Any 5 d iffere nt (your choice) $3.50 - All 7 $4.50
Printed #48, 49, 51, 52, 60, 63, 64, 65, 68, 70
Any 5 different (your choice) $10 - All 10 $17

Baker's Index, Civil War Maps, Type Chart - All 3 for $7

OFFER ENDS APRIL 15

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
rEditor's note: Robson Lowe Ltd. purchased the late Elliott Perry 's typescript on U.S.
Camers and has been serializing the material in Th e Phila telist , in preparation for its eventual
publication in book form.

In the case of the Boston Penny Post Paid stamps, additional accumulated notes by Elliott
Perry indicate that he had disproved his original theories regarding the setting of this stamp.
The present article by Robson Lowe embodies the revised information contained in Perry's
notes, arranged in proper order for publication.]
Right shield 2 has the right tail flattened
Lower shield 5 has a break near the point
Top shield 5 has the outer line broken at left
The D of PAID is low
Top shield 3 is broken near the top
Top shield 6 is broken near the top on most of the positions
Top left east pearl is broken at the top
Lower right east pearl is thick on the upper right quarter
Top shield 5 lacks the right tail
Lower shield 6 is broken on the right frame line

Fourth row:

Fifth row:

Second row:
Third row :

PENNY POST PAID-BOSTON
ROBSON LOWE

Elliott Perry considered that these stamps were printed in sheets of twenty­
five arranged in five horizontal rows of five. He noted that all but six of the
154 stamps examined could be placed in one or other of five different groups .
As the stamps of two groups included stamps with both left and right margins
he adopted the theory that the five basic groups came from five horizontal
rows. This evidence has been examined and the theory appears to be unassailable.

In order to make identification relatively simple the ornaments that form
the frame have been described as follows:

The four oval CORNER ORNAMENTS-top left, top right, lower left,
lower right.

The two small CIRCLES adjoining the comer ornaments have been named
the "east" or "west" pearls.

The SHIELDS which form the frames are called top or lower 1 to 8 (from
the left), right or left 1 to 4 (from the top).

The projections from the shields are called the left or right TAIL.
Positioning the Types

Rows two, three and four have been tentatively allocated but stamps from
these rows are found showing adjoining stamps above and below.

Rows one and five can be allocated with certainty owing to the existence
of comer copies from positions 1 and 21.

Marginal examples have been examined of the following types:

!a) with top margin-I, 2, 3, 4, 5
b) with left margin-I, 6, 11,16, 21
c) with right margin-I5, 20

(d) with lower margin-2I, 22
Therefore, if the second to fourth rows have been put in their correct order,

only positions 1, 6, 11, 15, 16, 20 and 21 have been identified with certainty.
It should be noted the spacing between the horizontal rows is greater than

between the vertical rows. No multiple pieces are known to us and on widely
cut examples the measurement varies slightly.

The Five BasicTypes

Top row:

Th. Sub Type Flaws

1. POST-nick out of the knee of S
Top shield 3 contains a dot on the lower left
6 The Chronicle / February 1976/ Vol. 28, No. I



2. POST-top serif of P missing
Lower shield 3, out er frame broken at right

3. PE NNY- lower left serif of P bent up wards
Lower right east pearl is solid

4. Top right east pearl solid
5. PAID-loop of P int ern ally distorted, flaw in the base of I

Top left corn er oval damaged at top
6. PE NNY-nick on the underside of the loop of the P

Top shield 1 with solid top, 4 with short, left tail

~~....
7 • 11

7. PENNY-dot between the serifs of the E
Top shield 3 has a short right tail

8. PENNY- end of lower right serif of the Y slopes downwards to the
left
POST- S broken at base
Top shield 3, dot in the right frame

9. PENNY-central upper serif of the centre of th e E joined to the
upper right seri f

10. PENNY-dot adhering to (sometimes just separated) the middle
stroke of the E
PAID-upper serif of P swollen

11. PAID-period spli t at top
Lower left east pearl solid (see 12)
Left shield 3 broken at left
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

RRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Out right Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
T he Chronicle / Febru ary 1976/ Vol. 28, No. I 7



12. POST-centre of P nearly square instead of D shaped
Lower left east pearl solid (see 11)
Top shield 1 short left leg, 3 contains a stroke at right (in 9 of 12
examples)
Left shield 3 contains a dot at right, 4 contains a stroke at left
Lower shield 5, right frame broken near the top

13. Only one example examined so constant varieties unidentifiable
14. POST-P break in th e lower right serif

Lower shield 3, heavy right frame
15. Right shield 3, centre solid mis-shapen (does not bulge at right)

16 17 1.
16. POST- 0 broken at top

PAID-P nick in th e top
Right shield 2, spur or line jutting out at left side

17. Left shield 1 contains a diagonal stroke or large dot on the right
Right shield 1, right frame dented or broken

18. Top shield 1, dot below the right tail
Left shield 4, broken right frame
Right shield 1, break in left fram e

19. PAID-pronounced indentation in th e base of the period
Left shield 1 contains a dot right of the point
Right shield 1 contains two blobs adhering to the inside of the right
pane

20. Right shield 1 contains a dot right of the point and a heavy mark
at the left

21. PAID-bump on top of left serif of A
Lower right east pearl broken at 5 o'clock
8 T he Chronicle / February 1976 / Vol. 28. No. 1



22.

23.

24.

25.

Top shield 7 broken on the underside of the left tail
Lower shield 3 contains a small dot in the left and the left frame is
broken
Lower shield 4, small dot adhering to th e left fram e; 7 has the left
tail det ached
POST- S broken at foot
Left sh ields 3 and 4, tails joined
Lower shie ld 1 broken at left and low at right, 3 broken low at left
POST- P loop broken wh ere it joins the upright in the centre
Left shield 1, broken at right under tail; 2 and 3, tails joined at top
(see 25)
POST-period split
Lower right west pearl missing from 6 to 2 o'clock
Lower shield 6, right tail detached, 7 left tail broken off
Left shields 2 and 3, tails joined at top (see 23)

..',

The unexplained type
There are five examples recorded of a position which has the basic flaw

of th e bottom row and the shee t margin at right. However, one of th e ex­
amples has a larger lower margin in which the points of th e shields from th e
stamps below apJ?ear.

Elliott Perry s note discounts the bottom row but if the plate was pr inted
on pap er "work and turn" it is possible tha t the part of the sta mp that shows
in the lower margin is part of the bottom row of another sheet.

In this case, th e stamp in question comes from posi tion 2.5 and tha t describe d
above as 25 may be an early sta te of 23.

The clues are :
? POST-nick on underside of the loop of th e P

Lower shie lds .5 and 6, both contain dots at right.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: 3¢ 1851 Position 100L1(L) to
complete plating of plate 1L. Also stamp­
less covers of Saratoga County, N.Y.
(listing of towns ava ilable) . Please price.
J . A . Lange, J r ., Root Rd. , R D. #2,
Ballston Spa, N.Y. 12020.

HELP! Need MICffiGAN covers, 1830­
1870, from Carp Ri ver, Copper Harbor,
Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, Grand Island,
Houghton, Mackinac, Ontonagon or North
West Mine. Please price. L. H. Lewis, 325
So. Jefferson St., Marshall, Mich. 49068.

WANTED: Covers of Mexican Ameri can
War (1846-1848) and contemporary ma­
te r ial dealing wi th it. Also would like to
ex change info wi th other postal hi st ory
specialists of this event. D. RPulver,
28411 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village, OH
44140.
YOUR AD HERE

At SOc a line . Send with payment

to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker ­

bocker Rd., Bay Village , Ohio

44140. Next deadline March 15.
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C.S.A.
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"We Sell
Choice u.S. Stamps"

1. 19th Century in PremIum Condition

2. Fancy Cancels & Markings

3 . Early U.S. Covers

Sent on approva l to USPCS or APS Mem­
be rs. Send us your want list or ask for
a selection of fan cy cance ls or covers.

u.s. PHILATELICS CO.
Box 09250 A

Chicago, Illinois 8
60609
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
THE CANADIAN CONNECTION-II
SUSAN M. McDONALD

Part I dealt mainly with the handling of mail from Canada to th e United
States by Montreal-New York through bag prior to November 16, 1847. Some
points mentioned need further clarification before other exchange offices are
discussed.

In describing the notations "Paid through Box 160," "paid to the lines ,"
etc ., I stated th at these endorsements referre d to amounts paid in cash . I now
realize that th is sta tement is ambiguous and capable of misinterpretation. The
expression "pa id in cash"-as I use it-is a kind of shorthand for amounts prepaid
in any way except by stamp. Th ese notations therefore include amounts for
which th e sender was responsible, even those "charged" to a post office box
account. They never refer-in Can ada-U.S. mails at th is period-to amounts to
be collected from the addressee or to th e postage represented by any stamps
affixed .

The covers shown in the pr evious issue were mostly paid through, and all
mailed by through bag before Novembe r 16, 1847. Since it is not possible to
illustrate all the othe r exchanges and th eir characteristic methods with paid­
through or even paid -to-the-lines covers before November 16, 1847, this seems
an appropriate moment to explain the changes in Can ada-U.S. mails that took
place on that date.

It is somewhat ironic th at the requirements of the transatlantic mail service
which had furnished th e origina l imp etu s for cross border arrangements would
be the chief instrument in their drastic altera tion.

In Jul y, 1840, the British and North America n Royal Mail Steam Packet
Company (the Cunard Line), under contract with the British government, had
begun mail servi ce between the British Isles and British North America at a
rate much below that then prevailin g by other systems. Cunard vessels sailed
between Liverpool and Boston (and alt ern ately New York from January 1848),
stopping at Halifax, Nova Scotia, to discharge and pick up mails to and from
the Maritime Provinces and the Canadas . An elaborate and expensive system
was devised for Canad ian mails to be transported by coach from Halifax to
Pictou, whence th ey went by auxiliary Cunard steamer to Quebec via the Gulf
of the St. Lawrence in summer, and overland through Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick in winter . This arra ngement was unsatisfactory because of th e cost
to the Province of Nova Scotia and the excessive time consumed between
Halifax and Quebec.

Business and political interests in Upper and Lower Canada, recalling
the 1792 agreement that had allowe d transport across U.S. territory of Canadian­
British mails between Falmouth and New York, urged a similar arrangement
for Cunard mails. Th e British govemment negotiated such a closed mail agree­
ment during 1844. Th e Wickliffe agreement (as it is sometimes termed) was
signed by U.S. Postmaster General C. S. Wickliffe on Decemb er 28, 1844, and
by his Brit ish counterpart, the Earl of Lonsdale, on February 14, 1845. This
limited arrangement pro vided for carriage of Canadian-British mails in closed
bags, accompanied by a Brit ish Post Off ice courier, if desired, between Boston
and Burlin gton or Highgate, Vt., depending on the season. Performance times
were specified. For this service the United States received a ra te of 1 franc
(18 6/10¢) per ounce for letters and 5 centimes (9 3/20 mills) each for news­
papers, circulars, etc. These charges were rendered to and collected from th e
British Post Office in London on a quart erly basi s. Article 7 stipulated:

T his Agreement is to go into ope ra tion with the first tr ip to Boston made by
th e Bri tish ma il steamers aft er the exe cution of these articles by her Britanic
10 The Chronicle / February 1976/ Vol. 28. No .



[sic] Ma jest y's Post Master Ge neral. And it may be determined and annulled a t
any ti me by either pa rty. by his wr itten declaration to tha t effect . made under
hi s sea l of office. and transm itt ed to the other party.- Io take effect on th e expira­
t ion of three calendar months after recei p t th er eof. l

Meanwhile, the Cunard Line's efficient and dep endable operation had
gained for it a large proportion of the transatl antic mail volume. The U.S.
gove rnment wished to claim its share of this traffic and, thus, provision for
U.S. packet services was made, an d rat es prescribed , in th e Act of March 3,
1845. When, as a result of th is legislat ion, the steamer W ashington began mail
service from the United States on Jun e 1, 1847, th e Brit ish Post Office ordered ,
on June 9, 1847, th at her letters (and all mail by U.S. contract packets) were to
be charged with the British packet rat e, as if carried by th e Cu nard ships. In
spite of vigorous protests by U.S. representatives, the Briti sh Post Office refused
to modify th is order. One of the few levers availab le to Selah Hobbie, negotiator
for the U.S. Post Office, was the closed mail arrangement for Ca nadian-British
mails. When medi at ion failed, the United States, through its min ister, George
Bancroft, implemented Articl e 7 of th e Wickliffe agreement, annulling it.
Bancroft delivered notice of thi s action to th e British Post Office on August 16,
1847, to take effect in three months, on November 16, 1847.2

The notice tendered by Bancroft may have been intended to abrogate only
th e 'limited Wickliffe ag ree ment without affec ting th e traditional arrangements
for U.S.-Canada mails. The inclusion of these was assured b y th e response to
Bancroft of William Maberly, Secretar y of the British Post Office, on August 17,
1847, in which Maberly sta ted, in part:

As I understand that all agreeme n ts of every description betw een th e po st offices
of th e Un ite d States and those of th e North American p rovin ces arc annulled
by this notice. I sha ll commu nica te it to th e various deputy postmaster gene ra ls
in those p ro vin ces desiring the m to com p ly wi th its provisious. Alt ho ugh th e subject
is not ex pressly mention ed . I p resu me fro m th e te rm s of th e not ice. th e United
States post offi ce relinqui sh es th e privil ege wh ich it now possesses of tr ansmitting
its correspondence unpaid to the North American p rovin ces. an d obtainin g th e p ost­
age due to it by means of th e postm asters of th ose colonies.a

On October 25, 1847, Thomas A. Stayner, Deputy Postmaster General for
Canada, notified Canadian postmasters that "from and after the 16th of next
month no American postage is to be collected in Canad a." The following day
he issue d a more det ailed instruction to frontier postmasters with the same
directive, noting th at it was "In consequence of ord ers to th at effect from His
Lordship The Postm aster Ceneral.":' Thus Stayner 's order was issued under
instruction s from the British Postmaster General as a direct result of the abro­
gation by the United Stat es of the Wi ckliffe agree ment- a conclusion confirmed
b y th e Maberly quotation above. The decision did not origin at e with Stayner,
nor was it in any way relat ed to th e issuance of U.S. 1847 stamps, as Boggs
claimed."

Th e Stayner order had a significant effect on Canada-U.S. mails and caused
confusion and inconveni ence to a public lon g accustomed to th e old arrange­
ments. Canadian correspondents could no longer pay letters through to their
U.S. destination by cash paym ent at a Canadian post office. The only way U.S.
postage could be paid from Ca nada from November 16, 1847 through April 5,
1851, was by affixing U.S. stamps in th e correct amount. Correspondents in

1. Sta nl ey B. Ashbrook rep rod uced th e text of the agreem en t in Stam ps. July 24. 1948.
using as h is source Hunt er Miller's T reat ies and Other l nt ernat ionnl Acts of th e Uni ted States ,
V. 478-9. A letter quot ed in Th e Posta l H ist ory of Nom Srot in and N ew Bru nswick , by j ephcon,
Green e an d Young (PI" 178-9) announced a starring da le from Boston of May I . 1845. in ­
stead of th at ind icat ed in Article 7.

2. For a more detail ed acco u nt of t hcse events see George E. Hargest , Lett er Post Com­
municat ion , PI' . 23-6. and Frank Staff. Th e T ransatlantic l\Iail , PI' _ 81-2.

3. Qu oted by Ashbroo k. "T he U. S. Eig hteen For tv-Scven s-sSom c Com ments." Stamps.
June 19. 1948.

4. Winthrop S. Boggs. The Postage Stam ps and Postal H istory of Canada . II . 2-3D.
5. I bid ., I . 43. Ashbrook ex posed th e fa llacy of lloggs' interpret ati on , but could not p er ­

su ade Boggs to reco nsider.
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Figur. 1. Klnglton to N.Y., Augult 21. 1845. By throutI...... U.S. ,..... 111 ....... ,........" III _ .
Notat ion " paid to the IIn../ lox No. 13/C .M...• Ihowing that ferriage waa charged.

the United States had to break some old habits, too. They could no longer send
letters to Canada without paying the U.S. rate to the border. Some forgot or
were not properly informed . Such letters were detained at the U.S. border
offices until th eir wri ters furn ished postage." Although th e closed mail system
for Canadi an-Brit ish tran satl antic mails was res tored in 1849 following the
1848 Postal Treaty between the United States and Great Britain, th e old system
for collection of U.S. postage in Canada was never reins titu ted and th e Stayner
order remained in force until the April 6, 1851, agreement took effect.

Figure 2. Kingston to N.Y., Jun. 22, 1847, by through bag . latH "10" d••.

The third most important Canadian post office in the collection of U.S.
postage was Kingston , according to the table reproduced in Part I. Kingston

6. The problem s are reflected in numerous lett ers hy Rober t Morris, New York City Post­
master . espe cia lly on e dated December 8, 1847. (R obe rt Morris. Postm aster of New Yor k.
p . 109) . See a lso pp. III . 112. 116. 121. 134. 135. 142. 143. 167. ISO. and 181.
12 T he Chronicle / February 1976 / Vol. 28. No. I



Figure 3. Kingston to N.Y., April 19, 1849. Instead of be ing placed in the through bag, th is letter WH ",I ..
takenly dilpatched to the Sacket's Harbor oHice. where it .11 poltmarked on April 22 and rated 2O¢ U.S.
pOltage due al a double letter.

exchanged with U.S. offices at Oswego and Cape Vince nt, N.Y. (1843 and 1847
P. L. & R.) and later with Sacket's Harbor, N.Y. There was also a Kingston­
New York City through bag service. Covers originating in Kingston addressed
to the United States usually do not show any Canadia n postage, although a
ferri age charge of 3d was collec ted on letters exchanged betw een Kingston and
Cape Vincent or Sacket's Harbor, when Kingston was the origin or destination .
This sub ject was discussed at length in the "Cover Com er" for November 1973
(Chronicle No. 80). Covers fro m the United Sta tes to Kingston in this period
show a 3d charge due, an d the same amount was certainly collected in th e
opposite direction. Examples of covers handled thro ugh th e Kingston office
are shown in Figures 1-3.
HUGH FINLAYIS
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
A REVIEW OF DOMESTIC WATERWAYS NAME-OF·BOAT MARKINGS
JOHN A. EGGEN

Domestic wate rway Name-of-Boat! markings are found applied by th e
purser or clerk aboard the vesse l to letters carried by steamboats. The steel,
brass or wood handstamps contained the boat's name and other words as
desired by th e boat's owner. A large number of these markings were applied
to letters that ente red th e mails at New Orleans from river boats which did
not have a .U, S. Mail route agent on board. Such mail was marked WAY on arrival
at th e postoffice if th e boat had a contract to carry mails or STEAM or STEAM­
BOAT if the boat was not under such contract. Letters without WAY or STEAM
markings but bearing a townmark in combination with a Nam e-of-Boat marking
were doubtless carried aboard a steamboat and mailed as a courtesy without
receipt of a way or steam fee. :

The steamboats which plied th e western wa ters prior ' to the Civil War
varied greatly in size with many boats weighing less than 500 .tons . These steam­
ers we re generally individually owned and operated. Th e :emergence of the
steamboat lines and companies which owned and opera ted several boats simul­
taneously did not generally occur until th e post-war years: Th e earlier boats
were akin to "tramp stea mers"; th ey traveled th e waters whe re bu siness was to
be found. In many cases, mail contractors hired boats by th e trip. Ice in winter
and low water in th e summer months also dictat ed navigation, particularly on
the small er, shallow rive rs. During th eir life span, these boat s were often op­
erated on several different rivers or on runs between different ports. Thus, th e
distinctive "Fran k Lyon" marking can be found used on th e Alaba ma River
and also on the Mississippi River; lat er, when the vessel served as a contr act
mail carrier, only th e route agent's oval "Route 7309" marking was struck on
her loose mail.

Letters carried aboard steamboats wh ich bear the handstamped Name-of­
Boat markings are found in the followin g categories of use : .

1. Bills of Lading (often marked B/L in manuscript ) : Informat ion relating
to cargo transmitted on board th e same vessel required no postage to be charged
provided that th ey were unsealed. The 1852 P. L. & R contained the following
Regulation, Chapter 20, pa ge 40:

Sec. 158. Masters or managers of a ll othe r [than contra ct] stea m boa ts. are required
by law , under pen alty of thirty doll a rs , to deliv er a ll letters hrought by th em , or
within their ca re or power, add ressed to, or des tined for , th e places a t wh ich they ar ­
rive, to th e postmasters at suc h places: excep t lett ers relating to some po rt of the
cargo. All letters not addressed to persons to whom the cargo. or any part of it , is
consigned , are th er efore to be deliv ered in to th e post office, to he charged wi th
postage.-See act of 1825, sees. 6 an d 19. '

Even though Bills of Lading did 1I0t enter the postal system, these covers fre­
quently bear either a manuscript or handstamped Name-of-Boat mark ing. They
t.,°Hl not be marked STEAM or WAY, nor will th ey bear a townmark.

2. Private Carriers: The carriage of mail by private express was so common
in the early yea rs that an act was passed in 1845 to prohibit this practice of
competing with th e postal system . Continu ed violations prompted furthe r leg­
islation in 1852 to control the mail ; subsequent regulations and instructions to
postmasters, issued on Sept. 20, 1852, contain the following at page 15:

1. The term " packe t" ref ers to a passen ger boat which ca rries mail and cargo on a
regular sche du le. Not a ll le it ers were ca rried by vessels under mai l con trac t or on regularly
scheduled ru ns; th erefore , the tenninology used in thi s article is T racy W. Simpson's " Name-of­
Boat" m arking, not Eugene Klein 's " Pack etrnark."
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'Igure 1. Bill of Lading. Eleven bale. of _on shipped aboa rd the "Homer" from Camden, Arkin..., to New
Orlean. on Ja nuary 19, 1848.

By th e 8th section of th e forgo ing act [1852], th e Postm aster General is au thorized
to provide and fu rn ish to Postm asters, an d ot her persons ap p lying therefor, sui ta ble
letter en velopes with pos tage sta m ps thereon for p repayment of post age; and by th e
same section it is provided that le tters inclosed in such enve lopes with pos ta ge sta m ps
the reon of a value equa l to the pos tage wh ich would be chargeable upon suc h
letters and enve lopes if th e same were conveyed in the ma ils of the United Sta tes,
may be sent , conveyed , alld delivered otherwise than by post or mail.

Aft er 1852 pri vate carriage was, therefore, officially permitted provided that
th e lett er was enclose d in a stamped envelope; however , the firs t Nesbitt em­
bo ssed envelope was not issued until July 1, 1853. In the 1855 P. L & R., th e
Regulations, Ch apter XXI, pa ge 20, ar e further explained :

Sec. 117. Person s desirou s to send the ir letters by stea mboats can mo st read ily ac­
complish th eir o bjec t by enclosing suc h le tt ers in th e stam ped env elopes issued by
th e departm ent, inasm uch as letters so enc losed may be conv eyed ou t of th e mail
without violation of law , and need not be de livered to th e postm astcr on the arrival
of the vessel.

The stamp was required to be cancelled by pen or other obli te ra ting mark.
In ac tual practice; ad hesive stamps were also used on regular envelopes to
comply with the regulations. These letters ar c not to be confused with letters
carried "by favor" (or "poli teness of") by private individuals which were also
carried out of th e postal system . This was permitted by the P. L. & R. (1852) ,
Regula tions, Chapter 49, page 82 :

Sec. 355. This is not to prohibit th e convey ance of any lett er, packet. or packets,
or o ther matter, by privat e hands. no compen sati on bein g tendered or received there­
for in any way, or by specia l ml'sscn gcr em ployed only for th e single particular
occasion . '

Name-of-Boat markings ar e often found on "private carrier" lett ers conveyed
in accordance with Section 117 of th e P. L. & R. referred to above. These let­
ters bear th e proper prep aid posta ge even though th ey were carried out of th e
mail system. The autho r is not awa re of the existence of these markings on let­
ters carried "by favor" or individual messen ger wi thout postage. It is doubtful
that th e latter exist unl ess the sende r used a premarked envelope (compa rable
to a hotel com er ca rd enve lope ); cer ta inly the heavy pen alties which could be
levied against persons ac ting as a privat e express would have di scouraged any
handling of th ese letters by the clerk of th e bo at. Th e Sept. 20, 1852, regulations
and inst ructions contain ed these Regulati ons, page 15:
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The act of 1845 prohibits th e ca rrying of mailab le mat ter by private ex press, and
imposed a fine of 150. for eac h off en ce upon th e person who may establish suc h
express, a nd upon each person acting as suc h exp ress , or aiding and assisti,g
therein. It imposes the same fine upon th e owner of any stage coach, ra il roa d car,
steamboat, or other veh icle, o r vessel, ma king reg ular tri ps at stated periods, and
carrying-with the kn owled ge or consent of suc h owner, or of the cap ta in , con ­
ductor, driver , or ot her person in charge of such vehicle or vessel-any person
acting or employed as suc h exp ress.

3. Non-Contra ct Carriers: These letters were received by th e clerk aboard
the boat en route between post offices. They were carried to th e nearest post
office and deposited in the mail s. The 1852 P. L. & R., Ch apter 15, page 22,
states : .

Sec. 110. Up on letters and packet s rece ived from the masters of steam boats, on
waters deemed post roa ds . the person s addresse d will be charged, when deli ver ed
to th em, th e same posta ge as if the let ters and packets ha d been conveyed in th e
mail overland.
Sec. II 1. If a letter be received as a bove , to be sen t in th e mail to another offi ce,
there will be charged th e p rop er rate of postage for th e d istance between th e
place at which the letter was placed on board th e boat, and the office to which
it is addressed. Le tt ers brought by stea m boats sho u ld be marked "Steam boat," at
the time of receiving them.
Sec. 113. The master . . . is to be paid two cen ts for eac h letter and packet de­
livered by him, except at ports on Lake Eric, whe re on e cent is to be paid to
the master, and excep t where specia l con tracts are made.

Hence, the postmaster stamped th e letters STEAM or STEAMBOAT and paid
2c each to th e clerk of th e vessel for his efforts . The postmaster also applied a
townmark if th e letter was to be delivered beyond the point of receipt.

4. Contract Carriers: Some of the steamboats had official contracts with
the Post Office Dep artment to carry mail. These boats also received mail en
route, and th e clerk carried th e letters to th e first post office at his arrival for
deposit into th e mail system. The 1852 P. L. & R. Regulations, Chapter 33, page
48, states:

Sec. 200. On the letters brought by a mail carrier to he ma iled , ca lled way letters,
one cent is to be charged , in ad dition to the usual postage, whic h is to be ra ted
from the p lace where th e carrier received the letter, I t is to be marked " W ay," and
on e cent pa id to the carrier.

By January 1853, the practice of adding th e way fee to the postage was aban­
don ed. Th e receiving postmaster mark ed these letters WAY and paid th e clerk
of the vessel lc for each loose letter received en route; th is was in addition
to contract amount paid to th e own er of th e boat. These letters often bear a
townmark applied by the receiving postmaster as well as a Name-of-Boat mark­
ing applied by the clerk of th e boat; th e townmark wa s struck on letters to
be delivered beyond th e point of receipt.

5. Route Agents: When a contract mail vessel ( packet boat) had a paid
postal employee on board, this route age nt was also allowed to receive letters
en route; he cancelled th em either in manuscript or with his official handstamp
marking (such as "Route 7309" ) and placed them in locked mail bags for de­
livery. These bags were separa te from the other locked "through mail" bags.
Nam e-of-Boat mark ings used in conjunction with route agent markings are
almost unknown except for the "Natchez" used in combination with "Route 7309."
Even th ough th ese covers occasionally bear a townmark, they will not be marked
WAY or STEAM since th e route agent was a salari ed employee of th e Post
Office Department. Th e owner of th e boat received th e sum called for in his
mail contract.

6. Other: Letters with Name-of-Boat marki ngs are also found in combina­
tion with other offic ial post office markings such as DROP, CARRIER, or in th e
case of F. A. Dentzel, a postal age nt's own marking.

The earliest handstamped Name-of-Boat marking recorded by Eugene Klein
in his book, United States 'W aterway Packetmarks, appeared on Lake Champlain
abo ard th e Franklin in 1832. Subsequent years found th e use of these markings
dramatically increasing. By the 1850s large numbers of letters bore them, pre­
dominately on letters carr ied on the lower Mississippi River . Most of the let­
ters received into the mails at New Orl eans which were marked STEAM or
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WAY at that postoffice also bear a Na me-of-Boa t marking. Although Name-of­
Boat markings were used at upriver points on th e Mississippi such as Memphis ,
St. Louis, Louisville and Cincinna ti an d also on the Alabama Hiver at Mobile,
such cases are decided ly more ra re. In general, it appears that letters not
carried in the locked "through ma il" bags but wh ich were received into the
mails at New Orleans from steamboats not carrying rou te agen ts did bear a
Name-of-Boat marking in 1852 and thereafter.

Figure 2. Non-Con'r." C.rrier: L.".r c."leeI .bo.rd the Southern Bene in the 1B50s beorlng the N.m....'·Bo.'
m.rking. STEAM, and the New Orle.no townmark.

Even th ough Name-of-Boat markings have been traditionally th ought of as
only advertising ma rkings, this au thor believes th at they were primarily receiv­
ing marks. Prior to th e use of th e enve lope in th e ea rly 1850s, it is quite common
to fin d th ese marks struck on folded letters and folded bills of ladi ng. Even
th ou gh th is pract ice continu ed , th ere are examples of way bill s imprint ed with
the bo at' s name that we re enclosed inside envelopes in th e lat e 1850s, whi ch
also bear the identical handstarnp Name-of- Boat marking used concurrently
by the clerk on th e exterior of envelopes. Since th ese items were not inten ded
for view by th e postoffice personn el an d the imprint estab lished the carr ier,
one can easi ly conclude that th ey were applied by th e clerk of th e boat as a
receiving mark to indica te that he had checked th e cargo against th e shipping
list and verif ied thi s by applying his marking. By inco rporating th e nam e
of the vessel in the handstarnp , he not only established his official receipt but
also provided a p ositive reminder of the carrier to the recipien t on non -imprinted
correspondence. Thus, p rompt delivery and good service might encourage th e
recipient to use th e boat aga in. The mark ings did. th erefore, have some adver­
tising significance. There is no conclu sive evide nce yet discovered or reported
to indicate th e exact reason for th e development und use of th ese markings or
to indicate that they have any official Post Office Dep artment sanction. Never­
th eless, these mark ings form a un ique chapter in th e study of our postal
history. 'With th e open ing of th e W est an d the development of transportati on
and comm unica tion systems to serve th c new frontiers, the river boats provide
a romantic epic of adventure , darin g, struggle, tra ged y, and success, Th e Name­
of-Boat ma rkings allow the postal h istorian to not only trace the exact post road
and rout e that a let ter traveled, but also give him an opportunity to research
th e specific carrier. Wi th a Tame-of-Boat marking, one can determine the phys­
ical prop erties and history of the vessel that conveyed the letter as well as
The Ch ronicle / Feb ru ary 1976 / Vol. 28, No. I 17



the personnel who manned th e steamboat. This advantage is not available for
mail carried by eithe r stage or railroad. Th ese waterways markings do, there­
fore, bear postal significance to th e histori an , even if they were not officially
ordered.

Tracy W. Simpson in his book , U. S. Postal Markings 1851-'61, develops
a theory tha t the Name-of-Boat markings ma y have resulted from a posta l
requirement, probably by the New Orleans postmaster. Based on the fact th at
the bulk of the known covers bearing the Nam e-of-Boat markings are found
on letters entering the mails in New Orleans, Mr. Simpson contends that an
identifying mark on the cover wou ld have greatly facil itated the payment of
WAY and STEAM fees. Over 4,000 boats docked at New Orleans in the year
1859-1860. Therefore, it would have been reasonable for th e postmaster to have
requested the boat owners to mark each letter with th e boat's name to fac ilita te
his vouchering of STEAM and WAY fees for payment at periodic intervals.
Even though all collectors of mail carried on the western wat ers would like to
see thes e markings achi eve the status of being officially sanctioned by the U. S.
Mail service, there is no curren tly known evide nce to prove that the Post Office
Department initiated or encouraged their use.
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Figure 3. Non-Contract Carrier: February 27, 1848, lett er carr ied aboard the Quach ita Packet Princltlon from EI
Dorado, Arkansas, to New Orleans. The letter was marked paid "10" and struck w ith the Ne w Orl• • ns town..
mark by the postma ster and placed in the regular mails. It w as carried in the locked mail bags and carried
upstream to Vicksburg, Miss issipp i, aboard a contract boat .

A serio us student of th e posta l his tory of our inland waterways cannot
overlook manuscript Nam e-of-Boat markings. A number of th e boats did not
have a handstamp more than twenty years after th e New Orleans made her
maiden voyage from Pittsburgh to arrive in New Orleans on January 12, 1812.
Thus, manuscript designations may be the only availabl e indication that a
specific boat carried the letter. A word of caution is, however , necessary. Manu­
scrip t Nam e-of-Boat markings (not to he confu sed with manuscript route agent
markings ) were normally routing instructions by the sender and were not
applied by the clerk of th e boat or a postal employee. Even though the sender
usually knew th e boat schedules and. therefore, often marked his letter with
th e nam e of the vessel th at he intended to carry it, one must remember that
even in the heyday of thc "floating pa laces," accidents and mishaps frequently
altered schedules. A lett er wou ld often he placed aboard the first arriving
boat; thus, further documentation is necessary to accurat ely determine if a
manuscript routing instruction coincides with the actual carrier. The signifi-
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cance of these ma rkings is that th ey do establish th at th e letter traveled aboard
a steamboat in lieu of land tra nsportation. The con tents of the correspon dence
or further analysis an d resear ch (rev iew of boat runs versus dates, etc. ) can
often verify whether the manuscript Name -of-Boat marking coincides with the
actual steamboat which conveyed th e letter.

References
Chase, Carroll. Th e 3c Stamp of the Un it ed States 1851-1857 Issu e , Revised edition.
Ashbrook , Sta nley B. Th e Unite d Stat es One Cent S/a/' I/I oi. '/85 1· /857, Vol u me II , 1938.
Huber , Leonard V. and Wagne r , Cla rence A . Th e Gr eat Ma il, I !H 9.
Klein, Eugene. United States Wa ten vay Packet mu rks /832- /899, 1940.
Simpson, Tracy W. United States Postal Ma rki ngs an d R elated M ail Services / 85/-/86 /, 1959.
Simmon s, Fisher . H is collec tiou and assistance. .
P. L. & R., 1847, 1852, and 1855.
ERRATA-NEINKEN ONE CENT BOOK
Mr. Mortimer L. Neinken, auth or of Th e United States One Cent Stamp

of 1851 to 1861, has sent in th e followin g cor rections to be noted in the book:
Position 25R4, which is illust rated on page 299, is designa te d as Type IlIA.

This should be Type III. The error wa s ca lled to Mr. Neinken's attention by a
member of th e Classics Society, but he has mispl aced his notes that contain
the name. He ap ologizes for thus bein g un abl e to give credit to th e collector
who call ed thi s to his attention.

Through th e courtesy of Mr . H. Leon Ausspru ng, Jr., Mr . Neinken is now
able to publish a plating drawing of position lOR12 (F igur e 1).

Mr. Aussprung has also call ed attention to a plating mark of note on
position 46RlO (see the accompanying arti cle by Mr. Aussprung) . A new dia­
gram of that position is shown as Figure 2.

Illustrations of positions lOLIO and lRlO are shown on pa ges 450 and 458,
respectively, of the book. These show the heavy, arrow-like line that served to
divide th e two panes of Plat e 10 in lieu of the normal center line that ra n th e
full len gth of the pla te. Mr. Henry M. Spelman III has submitted a cover
bearing a 1¢ stamp th at definitely plates as lRI0. This is a gutter copy that
shows the blank space between th e two pan es and the right side ornaments of
lOLlO. There is, however, no trace of th e heavy arrow separating the two panes.

This cover represents an early use of the sta mp. It is dat ed October 18,
1860. The earliest recorded use of a stamp from Plate 10 is in June, 1860. It
mu st therefore be conclude d that this plat e orig ina lly bore neither a cente r line
nor the heavy arrows at the top and bottom of the gutter. T he abse nce of
any guide mu st ha ve resulted in bad posit ion ing of the sheets whe n the panes
were severed, with the arrows being added later to correct the omission.

..... ' Flgur.2
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BOSTON CARRIER

, ....
' - '

Flgur. A

Mr. Walter Hubbard submits th e cover shown as Figure A. It traveled from
Boston to San Francisco over th e ocean mail route via Pan am a, and bears a
Boston carrier (3LB3) canceled with a diagonal stroke in red crayon . In ad­
dition, th e carrier stamp is tied to th e cover with the Boston townmark BOS­
TON/D/6 cts (Blake 578) , stru ck in red. The 3c stamps are tied by Boston
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - USPCS - SPA

-OLD U.S. COVERS-

-
~ 9' ao-%, (J

~ 01
? ~
~ ~

O~D, O~\O
-

WCS

CSA - USCC - APC

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and u.s. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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PAID obliterators (Blake 620) , st ruck in bl ack. The 3c stamp to th e left is un­
platable, while th e one adjoinin g it is from th e th ree rows of Plate 3. This par­
ticular combination is not listed in Scott's Catalogue.
A REDISCOVERY
H. LEON AUSSPRUNG, JR.

Sometimes, to a collector, it seems impossible to do any origin al work,
especially in an area where so many recognized authorities have trod . But th e
pursuit of th e hobby dra ws me into trying to answer some of the small un­
answere d questions that have been left. Seated at a dealers table I came across
a 1¢ 1857 stamp, Scott #24, th at had a visib le pl ating mark. Being inte rested
in all aspects of th is issue, and not remembering eve r seeing a mark exactly
like thi s before, I purchased it and took it home for exam ina tion. I pondered
Mortimer L. Neinken's book but, alas , I could not identify th e position. As
I have done countless times before. I put th e stamp away in the hope th at as
I acquired more kn owledge an d experience, I would b e able to id entify it.
About a year later I purchased a small lot of Scott # 24 and- behold-another
stamp with th e same exact marking. Now I was sure that th e dot wasn 't just
a one time accident and back I went to identify th e position. But the hours of
checking were fruitless; it was just not listed. As most collectors would do. I
immediately put the stamp away and did nothing. But curiosity finally got the
best of me and I wrote to Mr. Ne inken. I exp laine d that the plating mark
seemed consistent but I was unable to iden tify th e position. He rechecked bis
plating material and found that indeed th e mark was consistent and had been
overlooked. Henceforth po sition 46 from th e right pane of Plate 10, is no longer
among th e unidentifiable but takes its place of honor with th e un ique but
tiny dot. For some thi s is just an inf initesimal pi ece of trivia, for others a labor
of love to help in completing th e un ique and interesting story of th e I tt 1851­
57 issu e.
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

S.n Anselmo, C•. 94960 CSA
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ASHBROOK

SPECI'AL SERVICE
I have a few high qua lity repr ints of this

excellent ph ilatelic study of stamps and

covers of U.S. The original ser vice sold

for $700 and wa s ava ilable to on ly a

few. The reprint is on bond paper and

the reproduction of the tex t and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused wi th the inferior copy ing

machine rep rod uction made several years
ago and which sold for $200.00.

PRICE $200.00

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin Ave.

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
FREE FOR THE REGIMENT-FREE FOR THE 7TH REGIMENT
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Illustrated herewith is a cover bearing the rare marking, "FREE/ For the
7th Regiment! ADAMS EXPRESS Col Per Hoey." A second version of the
marking has the "7th" designation omitted, and the word "Regiment" moved
farther to the left. Wh ether this is the same exact instrument revised or a com­
pletely new handstarnper's product is not certain. Th e few examples known of
the revised version indicate the former, however. :

The most comprehensive write-up of these markings is in an article by
Calvet M. Hahn in the January, 1973 American Philatelist. This article, entitled
"Adams 'Free for the Regiment' Postmark-A Philatelic Front Page Story," dis­
cusses these two handstamps among others, but it neither discusses nor lists
any covers addressed to a member of any oth er regiment than the New York
7th; which bear one of the two indicated handstamps.

The markings, to sum up a rather long story, were apparently used dur­
ing about the last ten days of April, and the first week or ten days of May,
1861, on letters carried free of charge by Adams Express Co. to members of
the Northern militia (such as the N.Y. 7th) and national gua rd regiments sent
to protect Wa shin gton during the early days of the Civil War . Secessionist
activ ities in Maryland, which extended to burning railroad bridges and tearing
up track, had virtu ally isolated Washing ton by cutting off its mail service
from Philadelphia via Baltimore. In addition , the seizure on April 17 of th e
Harper Ferry arsenal by Virginia troops cut off the B. & O. RR service from
the west.

Th en and now, carriage of mail is a Government monopoly. From the
earl y 1850s, express companies were legally permitted to carry only letters
mailed in Government stamped envelopes, so that the regular U.S. postage was
paid, and even then the express service was condoned by the Government only
where the latter could not provide mail service at normal rates and schedules.
In those cases, the extra fee express services supplied the deficiency. Presum-
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ably, this was the justification under the regulations for the 1861 Adams Ex­
press service into the W ashington-Ann ap olis ar ea. The serv ice was probably
either politically or patrioticall y motivated, since it was free, and the famous
old New York 7th Regiment, for which the serv ice was originally set up, had a
large number of prominent and influential members from Ne w York city.
Invited by an announcement in th e New York ar ea pap ers , letters by the free
service we re to be addressed in care of the Quarte rmas te r (W inchester) of the
7th. It has been said th at a very lar ge number of letters were sent to the 7th
by th is serv ice, but, if so, only a handful ha ve survived. All thos e seen by the
writer are addressed in care of Qu artermaster W inches te r.

There we re other regime nts sen t to Washington than the 7th, and ap­
parently, about May 1, the free mail service was extended to them , for it was at
about thi s tim e th at the "7th" designation was remove d from th e handstamp, so
th at it then read "F RE E / For th e Regim en t; ADAMS EXPRESS Col Per Hoey."

In th e Hahn article cited, he includes a very complete run-down of items
from th e New York area pap ers of the period , but does not mention any other
regim ent th an th e 7th New York Stat e Militia Regim ent that may have used
the service during the period when th e markings were in use. Among thos e,
for example, were the 8th N.Y. Militia (Washing ton Grays) and th e 8th New
York Volunteer Infantry (Ge rman Rifles), the 7lst N.Y. Stat e Militia and the
7lst N.Y. Nationa l Guard Regim ent. The duplications of design ations of the
various New York organ izations during thi s peri od mu st have been quite con­
fusin g.

This writer has see n but one possibl e cover addressed to a member of
any othe r regim ent than the 7th. Of th e four covers mentioned by Hahn in his
article, all are addressed to members of the 7th Regiment; three are probably
from th e Sand correspondence, which mostly was sold in a Mozian sale in
September , 1956. The oth er was possibl y a mat e to th e cove r illustrated in
thi s article , of the ·Burkhalt er corres ponde nce , thi s latter cover , without th e
ith" in the marking, havin g been in th e Knapp collection. While at least one
more Sand correspondence cover with the marking exists, we do not know
its dat e and it contributes nothing more to the picture.

T he purpose of th ese not es is to ask for record s of other covers with either
version of th e marking. Particularl y sought is data concerning covers addressed
to regiments other than the 7th. Such cove rs should be ide ntified with full
address, and dates or pertinent information concern ing any contents would be
appreciate d. Such report s should be made to the period editor.
MISSOURI CIVIL WAR MARKINGS
In Chronicles Nos. 76 and 78 (November , 1972 and May, 1973) there ap­

peared four plat es of Missouri Civil W ar town markings. The accompanying
text in Chronicle No. 76 explained th at Missouri , a Civ il War border state , had
somewhat irregular postal service in th ose portions of the sta te subj ect to the
tides of war. The ac tion of the war took the form of occasion al penetration by
the Confeder at e forces from Arka nsas and also gue rrilla activi ty in many por­
tions of the sta te. After the first months of the war, no covers recorded are
from the sou thern part of the sta te , other th an along the Mississippi River ,
unless th ey are either Fede ra l soldier's ma il, or, from Springfield, a town held
strong ly by th e Fed er als late in the war for maintaining communications with
other areas .

As a result of th e first four plat es, several read ers sen t list ings of their
covers. Notable additions have been mad e bv Len Persson and Arthur Van
Vlissingen . .

A fin al insta llment, published in a future Chronicle after th e four plates
(two more will appear soon) which have been adde d to complete the Mis­
souri list ings, will include additions made as a result of this listing. Covers
used from Missouri tow ns in the southern an d sou thwes t po rt ions of th e state,
1861-1865, are especially solici te d.

The Missouri list ings are mad e as a part of th e dat a concern ing Civil W ar
occupati on mark ings. 'While the border sta tes, Mar yland, Missour i, Kentucky
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and-after 1863, when it was formed-West Virginia, did not all necessarily
have Confederate post offices, and Maryland never had a Confederate govern ­
ment or was admitted to the Confed eracy, all had strong Confed erate move­
ments within their borders . All had areas from which only covers from Fed eral
troops seem to exist, and where th e post offices were apparently controlled
mostly by th e military .

The markings shown include additions to the fir st lists and plates and take
up wh ere th e listings of Plat e MO-4 ende d. The St. Louis markings will be
shown separately for conveni ence, at a later date.

PLATE MO-5

Item No.
O·B

4·A

4·E

6· A

6-E

7-E

7-K

8-A

13-A

21-E

21·K

23-E

23-K

Descripti on
ALBANY/Mo, wi th separa te PA ID on stam p (n o t tied). Ad dressed to
Clermont Cou n ty , Ohio. Pal e shade of sta mp; probably 1864.
Birds Point , Mo . m anuscript. july, 18tH. Ad d resse d to Ste p hens on
Cou n ty , Ill. Stamp is p en cance lle d . On patriotic.
B1ackw ell s Sta. , Mo., manuscr ip t. Dec. 10, 1!l61. H as enclosed lette r
d at elined "Ca nnon Min es." Ad d r. to St. LOllis.
BOONVILLE/MO, wi th cork killer, n o t duplex ed, Octagon marking.
P rob abl y 1863 or 1864 use, Ad dr, to Ca lhou n , Missouri.
Bourbon , Mo. , m anuscri p t. Mar II , 18li:.!. O n pa tr iotic (Wa lco tt 23 13­
similar) Addr. to Ki rkwood , Mo. H as pen cill ed " Du e 3"- p ro ba b ly
overweigh t letter with one rate paid.
BRU NSWI CK /Mo. with odd kille r , no t d u p lexed . T wo covers , p rob­
a b ly 1862 and 1865 uses, to G lasgow a nd Sali sbu ry. Mo. , res pec tively .
CA L H OUN/ Mo, with two-ring target killer (ste n cilled?) tying pair
of 3¢ 1861 stamps . Cov er addr. to Coal Ha nks, Co op er Co ., Mo. Year
of u se probably 1863 or J864.
CA LI FO RN IA /MO, with " 10" in circle as killer. Probably 1865 lise ;
ad dressed to Thorpe, W ap ell a Co ., Ill in oi s.
CAROND E LET/ MO , with dup lexed co rk kill er. A partial st r ike of
this marki ng was sh ow n in Plate MO-I , page 2 11, Chronicle No . 76.
Ad d r. to Ex ete r Mills, Maine . Probably 1862 or ISli3 lise.
Des Peres, Mo , manuscri p t , on red Missou ri pa t r io ti c design, sim ila r to
Walcott 172!. Ad dressed to Gascona de Co ., Mi ssouri . Sta mp has m an u­
script ca ncel.
EA STO N /MO , with crab -like killer. Addr. to Wyan dot te , Kans. Prob­
a b ly 1864-5 u se,
El ston Station M o., manuscrip t , with 1863 da te. Addressed to Strin g­
town , Io wa .
Fox Creek, Mo. , manuscript , 1864 usc. Sta m p pen ca nce ll ed . Addr. to
Alton, Ill.

Used with
Scott N o.

65

26

65

65

65

65 (pr)

65

65

65

65.

65

65

PLATE MO-6

67

70

69

66-0 65

65

65

65

65

26·65
Nesbi tt s

65

65

No ne

Used wit h
Scott No .

65

3¢ Nes bi tt

Descript ion
GENT R YVILLE / MO wi th irregu lar grid tyin g stam p . Addr. to Maj .
Le vi Pr ichard . 12 R egt Mo. Vo ls, Memphi s. T en n . 1863 usc.
IRONTON /MO, wi th corner ca rd "Arcadia H igh School." Add ress ed to
Co n necticu t. Probably 1866 or 1867 use .
J E FF ERS'N BARRACK S/ MO , p robable 1864 u sc. Addr. to Sauk Co ..
W is. Octagonal ma rk in g.
SAINT CHA R LES / MO , small double circle; 1862 use. Addr. to Troy,
Mi ssou ri.
MACON CITY/ MO , wi th d uplexed (?) star kill er. (a lso sec No. 47 ,
page 108, Chron icle No . 78) . Add resse d to H en ry Co ., Ky. Dat e?
MARYVILLE / MO, with separa te cork kil le r . Addr, to St. j osep h , Mo .
Prob ably 1864-5 use.
OTTER VIL LE / MO , wi th DUE 3, on blu e a nd yellow patri ot ic, female
figure and slogan. Sold ie r 's le tt e r with cer tifica t io n of office r of Ind iana
R eg 't ; 1862 u se.
SAINT CHA R LES/ MO; large do u ble circl e , duplexed wi th target killer
o n 1863-4 use. Addr, to St. Louis.
St. GENEVIEVE/ Mo , Par t ial strike sh ow n as No. 67 , page 109, Chron­
icle No. 78. Probabl y 1863-4 lise, addr , to Perryvill e , Mo.
St. JOSEPH /Mo . wi th target ki ller, not du p lexed . Found on 9 covers
of whic h two are pat r iot ics. Covers ad d resse d to va rious states. Dat es
1861 -2.
SAINT JOSEPH / MO , large double circle with duplexed target killer ,
two covers, one a pa t r iotic , ad d r to 111 . a nd Co n nec t icut. 1864 u se.

Item No .
24·F

34-A

35-A

66-B

47-A

48-0

55-A
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7I

91
92

92-K

93
93-K

SAINT JOSEPH /MO, sma ll double circle. Probably 1861-2. Addr. to

Ky. AU ' .. Id S L .SEDALI /MO, on 1110n pat n ollc ac r . to l. O UiS.

SED ALIA/ MO . with " DU E 3," on various pa trioucs and soldier's let­
ters , ad dr. to Ohio. Ind ian a, etc. Mostly 1862 uses.
SAVAN NAH/Mo. with gri d kill er, not tying stamp. Addr. to St .
Joseph, Mo. Year not kn own ; probably wartime.
SH ELBINA/ MO., addressed to Palmyra , Mo. Year no t known.
Smith City. Mo.• 1862, manuscript mark in g with m / s " Due 3" on
Union certified soldier's lett er to DeKalh Co., III . Cove r also carries
round handstamped marking , " 1st Rcgt / Dougla s Brigade/ (m/s)
C. W inthrop, Maj or. U .S.V."

65

65
65

None

65
Non e.
DEMONETIZATION AND OCCUPATION
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Federal forces invad ed the inlets and sounds of North Carolina fairly early
in th e war. Roanoke Island was the first major occupancy; th e preliminary to
its capture by Burnside's expe dition in early 1862 had been the capture of the
Confederat e forts at Hatteras Inl et in Aug ust of 1861 by a military-naval expedi­
tion under General Ben Butler and Commodore Silas Stringham. In March of
1862, Burnside's troops captured New Bern, located on th e Neuse River. Later,
other towns in the Pamlico and Albemarle Sounds areas were occupied, although
the only towns (other than New Bern) which had Federal postal service for the
occupation troops were W ashington and Beaufort.

According to the post office records, th e suspended office of New Bern
was discontinued on July 14, 1862, and reestablished on July 15, 1862, with John
Dibble as postmaster . However , many Fed eral covers , mostly from Federal
soldiers, are known from New Bern, bearing Federal stamps, addressed to the
north, and dated prior to July of 1862. The earliest New Bern occupation post­
mark date in our records is April 14, 1862.

With this article is illustrated a cover, bearing a patriotic design in red
and blue, a soldi er's letter certification, and a 3c 1857 stamp tied by a New
Bern postmark dat ed Jan . 1, 1863. It also carries a boxed "D ue 3" of a type used
on other covers from New Bern. Thus this cover is a demonetization and occu­
pation from New Bern , th e 3c 1857 stamp not being recognized for postage.

The soldier's letter certif ication is signed by the Chapl ain of the 3rd Mass­
achusetts. This is the second unit of that designat ion; the first was a 3 months'
regiment which was mustered out of service in July of 1861, before New Bern
wa s recaptured. Th e second un it with th e designation was a 9 months' militia
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regiment, mustered into Federal service in September 1862. They arrived at
New Bern , N.C., on Oct. 26, 1862, and remained there, except for occasional
forays into the interior of North Carolina, until June of 1863. They were mus­
tered out at Boston on June 26, 1863.
FEDERAL OCCUPATION OF TEXAS IN THE CIVIL WAR
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

To the best of the writer's knowledge, which could easily be incomplete,
none of the Federal troop detachments which landed on the coast of Texas and
occupied certain ports and inlet'> to prevent blockade running, ever reestablished
and operated any of the local post offices to the extent that markings of such
offices exist. This is not to say that Civil War covers from such troops do
not exist. Their mail was, however, usually carried to New Orleans by despatch
vessel and placed in the mail there. A very few covers have been reported which
were evidently handed to one of the U.S. Navy blockading vessels off the
coast, since the covers bear markings associated with such service.

The beginning of desultory attempts to occupy parts of Texas started at
the end of 1863, when General Nathaniel Banks was appointed to succeed
General Ben Butler in command at New Orleans. Banks left the north with a
large contingent of troops, and some of these, in accordance with his orders,
were soon landed at points on the Texas coast such as Galveston, Brownsville,
Sabine Pass, and, as illustrated by the cover shown here, at Pass Cavallo. This
latter is the pass into Matagorda Bay, of which Port Lavaca and Indianola are
the principal ports.

The detachment of the 42nd Massachusetts which landed at Galveston
was promptly captured, and covers from Captain Proctor of that unit account
for most if not all of the known Prisoner-of-War letters from Federal prisoners
confined in Texas. The majority of the troops of the occupation forces , from
November, 1863, until mid 1864 were from Iowa, Illinois, and Wisconsin. .The
troops of earlier periods were mostly east coast units which had come with
Banks. .

Covers similar to the one shown, but from troops at Brownsville, at the
Rio Grande, have been seen. Covers from the 42nd Massachusetts troops at
Galveston are said to exist, but have not been seen or described to the writer.
We would appreciate reports of these or any other items of this nature known
to readers of the Chronicle.
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PHll.,ATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Builders and Buyers of Collections

COLLECTORS CLUB OF CHICAGO NEW AND OUT OF PRINT

New York Foreign Mail Cancellations by Vlissingen and Waud
1968, 105 pages, cloth regular $17.50

deluxe $IIO.OO

Chicago Postal History by Harvey M. Karlen
1971, 191 pages, cloth regular $1 7.50

deluxe.. $22.50
Franks of Western Expresses by M. C. Nathan

1973, 281 pages, cloth regular $17.50
de Iuxe $22.50

The United States 1869 Issue, An Essay-Proof History by Schueren
1974, 127 pages, cloth regular. $17.50

deluxe $50.00
U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant, 1860-1872

1975, 577 pages, two volumes, boxed, edition of 300 sets $300.00

MAJOR WORKS
Encyclopedia, De La Poste Maritime Francaise by Raymond Salles

Covers the entire world of classic French Maritime mail including
that relating to the United States; markings, postage rates, sailings

Volumes 1-8, less 7 $190.00
Volume 7, original edition $50.00

reprint expected circa $25.00
Volume 9 $13.75

History of Ship Letters of the British Isles by Alan W. Robertson
1973, three volumes in post binders, slip cases, edition of 100 sets $260.00

Posted Letter in Colonial and Revolutionary America by Alex ter Braake
1975, 653 pages, despite faults it is most significant $15.00

Cancellations of Mexico, 1856-1874 by Joseph Schatzkes
1964, Robson Lowe, privately bound, edition of 265 copies . ..$ 100 .00

History of Letter Post Communication Between the U.S. and Europe
1845-1875 by George E. Hargest

1971 original edition $75.00
1975 Quarterman edition $30.00

Encyclopedia of Empire Postage Stamps, Volume 5, North America
1974, 760 pages, bound, regular in cloth, deluxe in full morocco

regular, one volume $40.00
deluxe, two volumes $50.00

Panama Route 1848-1869 by John H. Kemble
1972 repri nt, 316 pages, cloth $1 5.00

Lytle-Holdcamper List, Merchant Steam Vessels of the US, 1790-1868
1975, 330 pages, cloth, note this is not a reprint $18.50

Ame rican Stampless Cover Catalog, by E. N. Sampson
1971 , 225 pages, cloth , most recent edition $16.00

Order your books while they are still in print , they usually cost less! Stand­
ing and advance, orders accepted on authoritive philatelic literature covering 18th
and 19th centurv .Ux, CSA, GB, and Canada. Please, no annual catalogues.

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
The Chronicle {February 1976 { Vol. 28, No . I 29



THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
NOTE FROM THE PERIOD EDITOR
William Herzog's write-up , published below, seems to us a statistical tour

de force. Using information that has heen available for the better part of a cen­
tury, Herzog has succeeded in generating figures for th e quantities of the various
1869 stamps that were actually delivered to the post offices: And combining this
information with some archival data recently discovered by Route Agent Jeremy
Wilson, Herzog generates some inte resting observations about th e number of
different printings that must have been required to produce the 1869 stamps.

The Herzog information, being essentiallv a statistical :analysis, is not easy
reading. However , we think it will reward thos e who go through it carefully.
The write-up begins with a premise, proceeds to several elegant proofs of the
premise, and ends with a number of int erestin g conclusions bas ed on the
premise. Readers who are willing to accept the validity of the premise (and
your Period Editor is among them) are urged to pay special attention to Her-
zog's tabular conclusions. '

Much of th e Herzog information is drawn from John Luffs book. One of
Luffs enduring contributions was to record statistics, for many classic U.S.
stamps, on quantities of stamps delivered to the stamp agent. Quarterly totals of
stamps issued to the postmasters, broken out by denomination, have long been
available in the annual Postmaster General reports. These PMG figures, while
specific about denominations, make no distinction as to what particular stamps
were delivered during any given quarter . Thus, during a quarter when more
than one stamp series was current (as was usually the case during the period of
the 1869 stamps), the PMG figures are of no help in determining how many of
the various individual stamps were actually issued. To take just one example, the
PMG report for the year ending June 30, 1869, tells us that 928,270 10¢ stamps
were delivered to the post offices during April , May and Jun e of 1869. What it
doesn't tell us is how many of these stamps were 10ri grills of the 1867 series ,
and how many were lOci 1869s.

Unlike the PMG figures, Luff's figures on stamps delivered to the stamp
agent do provide information about specific stamps. As his source for this in­
formation, Luff apparently had access to archival documents that no longer
survive. Good evidence (which Herzog discuss es) suggests that Luffs source
was the stamp agent's weekly ledger sheets, or some compilation of totals based
on these documents. Luff published his information in tabular form in the
various chapters of his book, always under the head ing "Statistics of Manufac­
ture." By using this heading, he unnecessarily obscured the significance of the
information he was presenting. Luff (and most subsequent writers, including
Lester Brookman) assumed that these totals represented stamps manufactured
and turned over to the stamp agent, but not necessarily delivered to the post
offices . As Herzog proves quite convincingly, this assumption is faulty. It was
presumably based on an imperfect understanding of how the stamp agent
actually did his job.

Luff obviously attempted-and, failed-to relate hi" "Statistics of Manufac­
ture" to the official figures for quantities issued, as th ey were published in the
various PMG reports . We know this because at severa l points in his book he
comments on the fut ility of attempting to correlate the two sets of figures. The
meat of Herzog's discovery is that the two sets of figures are really quite com­
patible.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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QUANTITIES OF STAMPS ISSUED DURING THE 1869 PERIOD:
SOME NEW CONCLUSIONS

WILLIAM K. HERZOG

On page 81 of The Postage Stamps of the United States, John Luff made the
following sta tement about the table of stamps issued to post offices during th e
fiscal yea r ending June 30, 1869: "When we remember that there were no six
cent stamps in the issue of 1867 nor five cent stamps in th at of 1869, we at once
perceive th at th e two issues are hopelessly mixed in the foregoing table and that
it is of little use to philatelists."!

While th e figures are definitely mixed, it can now be stated that th ey are
not hopelessly mixed . Th e key for unlocking these mixed figures is found in a
simple premise: that the quantities of stamps issued to post offices for th e
period of August 16, 1861, through April 1873 (the National Bank Note Company
period), qu antities which were recorded in the annual Postmaster General
(PMG) reports, are essentially equal to the quantities of stamps listed as "printed
and delivered to th e Stamp Agent" in Luff s book under the main heading "Sta­
tistics of Manufacture."

At this point we should make clear th at the government stamp agent kept
weekly records showing quantities delivered to the post offices for th e 1861
stamps, the 1869 stamps and the 1870 stamps. In fact, beginning on January 1,
1868, he even kept separate records of th e non- grilled and !?rilled 1861 stamps."
At some later date, John Luff had access to th e stamp age nt s weekly records, or
at least a compilation taken from them. Luff recorded this stamp agent in­
formation in his hook under the main heading "Statistics of Manufacture" in
th e following manner: 1861 Issue (Aug ust 1861 through September 1868), on
page 74; 1867 Issue ·(January 1868 through September 1869), on pa ge 80; 1869
Issue (March 1869 through Ap ril 1870), on page 88; and 1870 Issue (April 1870
through April 1873), on page 95.

Tables 1 and 2 .show the corre lation between the deliveries to the post of­
fices (as found in yearly Postmaster General reports) and the stamps manufactured
and delivered to th e stamp age nt (listed in Luffs "Statis tics of Manufacture").
A table for each value could be published; however , tabl es for the 10¢ and 3¢
values for the eleven full yea rs of th e National Bank Note Company period
should be sufficient to prove the premise. Tabl e 1 shows the correlation for
lO¢ stamps. It will be not ed that all years in Table 1, with the exception of 1871,
show no more than a 1,000 stamp difference, with six years being exactly equal.
Tabl e 2 shows the correlation for 3¢ stamps. Th e correla tions here are not quite
so perfect, but when one comprehends the vast size of the 3¢ yearly totals, it
must be concluded-with the exception of the 1871 total-that the differences
are like the proverbial gra in of sand on th e beach. In fact , Table 2 may be
just as persuasive as Table 1 because of the sheer enormousness of its numbers.
Even in Table 2 th ere are three exact correlations. While it may be inferred
from these tables that the 1871 totals do not correlat e correctl y, th is is not the
case, as the 1¢, 2¢, 6rj, 12¢ and 24¢ stamps correlate exactly for 1871. After work­
ing with th ese figur es for many months, th e author believes th at most of the dif­
ferences in th e correlation columns in Tabl es] and 2 are du e to copying or addi­
tion errors on Luffs part.

If we accept th e premise that deliveries to post offices and to the stamp
agent are essentially th e same, two qu estions should be asked: I ) Why not ob­
tain copies of th e stamp agent reports, eliminate all Luff errors, and then prove
th at the stamp agent figures balance with the deliveries to post offices in th e
Postmaster General reports? And 2) Why do these two sets of figures balance?

In answer to the first qu estion, th e records of the stamp age nt seem to have

I. J ohn N. Luff , T he Postage Stamps of the Un ite d Stat es (T he Scot t Stam p an d Coin Co.,
Ltd ., New York, 1902.) In this article, when the author ref ers to " Lu ff's book ," "Luff cop yin g
errors," "Luff statistics of manuf act ure,' etc., he is ref erring to Th e Postage Stamps of the
United States or material con tained th er ein .

2. Lester G. Brookman, Th e Uni ted States Postage Stamps of th e 19th Century (New
York, H . L. Lindquis t Pu blications, 1966.) Volu me II , page 94.
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exact

- 150

COR RELATION
exa ct
exa ct
- 500
+1000
+10
exact

3,501.670

3.958.6001870

1869

YEAR
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868

TABLE 1-10¢ STAMPS:
CORRElATION BETWEEN POSTMASTER GENERAL REPORTS AND STAMP AGENT RECORDS

DELI VERIES STATISTICS
T O POST OFFICES OF MAN UFACTURE ISSUE

5.139.130 5,139.1303 18619
3,226.250 3,226,250 18619
3.672.000 3.672.500 18619
4.026,200 4.025.200 I86Is
4.135.670 4,135.660 I 86Is
4,478.890 4.478.890 I 86Is
4.649.880 902.040b 18619

3,747.840 1868s
4,649,880 T OTAL
I ,541,540 1868s
1,960,280 1869s
3,501.820 T OTAL
1,339,420 1869s
2.619.180 18709
3.958.600 TOTAL exact

1871 3.375.870 3.395.870 18709 -20.000
1872 3.433.270 3.433.270 18709 exa ct

a The statistics of manufacture for a ll va lues for 1862 (Luff p age 74) do not include all1
figures for the first qu art er of 1862. In the above tab le, the first quar ter 1862 IO¢ total (Luff
page ·75) has been ad ded to the 1862 sta tistics of ma nufacture total. T he resu lt is a perfect cor­
relat ion . for the IO¢ and for all ot her va lues for 1862.

b The sta tistics of manu fact ure for the I¢. 2¢. 3¢. IO¢. and 12¢ 1861 values. for th e first
quarter of 1868. include gri lls which are separa tely listed on Luff page 80. T his erro r h as
bee n corrected in the above table by sub tracting the fir st quarter 1868 grills from the first
quarter 1868 non-gri ll total. T he result is a perfect correlation. for the \O¢ and for the other
four val ues .

TABLE 2-3¢ STAMPS:
CORRELATION BETWEEN POSTMASTER GENERAL REPORTS AND STAMP AGENT RECORDS

+338.850

exa ct

+ 552.000
+ 20,792,000d
exact

COR RELATION
+280
+400.1>00
+134,500
- 250
+200,000
exact

ISSUE
186l s
I 86Is
186ls
186l s
I 86 Is
I 86Is
1861s
186&
TOTAL
1868s
1869s
TOTAL
1869s
18709
T OTAL
18709
18709

STATISTICS
OF MANUFACTURE

233.763.4703
243.977.700
314.942.400
304.914.550
288.912.000
294.818,700
35.938.000b

274.638.000c
310,576.000
74,266.200

268.857.750
343,123.950
117.618,150
252.804.450
370.422.600
369.632.700
417.952.400

370,974.600

343,462.800

DELIVERIES
TO POST OFFICES

233.763.750
244.378,200
315.076.900
304.914.300
289.112.000
294.818.700
310.576.000

1869

1870

YEAR
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868

1871 390.424.700
1872 417.952,400

a See note a in T able I.
b See note b in Table I.
c In the .,'ltatistics of manufacture for the 3¢ grill (Lu ff page SO) for th e second quarter

of 1868. Luff lists 47.431.400. In the PMG table which shows deliveries to postmasters for this
~uarter we find 74.431.400. Since only grilled 3¢ stamps were issued during this quarter. and
smce between 74.000.000 and 87,000.000 3¢ stamps wer e issued in th e eigh t successive quarters
of 1868 and 1869. it seems clear that Luff transposed th e 7 and th e 4 when cop ying this
figure. The above table reflects the correct figure of 74.431.400.

d This is undoubtedly the result of a major Luff copying error. comparable to that dis­
cussed in note c. However. th ere are no quarterl y totals for 1868. so th e error cannot be pin­
po in ted and corrected.

almost enti re ly disappeared . In reply to th e author's inquiry as to the present
location of th e government stamp age nt records, Mr. Jerome Finster, Chief of
Industr ial and Social Branch, Civil Archives Division , wro te on February 21,
1974: "The records of the Post Off ice Department in the National Archives do
not includ e any reco rds or reports of the stamp agent pertaining to delivery or
evaluation of stam ps." Mr. Donald B. Moler, Manager of the Stamp Services
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TABLE 3-FOURTH QUARTER 1861 , ALL VALUES:
CORRELATION BETWEEN POSTMASTER GENERAL REPORT AND

ACTUAL NBNC DELIVERY RECORDS
DELI VERIES DELIVERIES

VAL UE TO POST O FFI CES T O STA M P AGENT a CO R RE LAT ION
I ~ 16.416.400 16.416.400 exact
3~ 51.122.100 51.212.100 -90.000
5¢ 288,840 288.840 exact

We 1.477.690 1.477.690 exact
12¢ 352.825 352.825 exact
24e 293.975 293.975 exact
30¢ 102,520 102,520 exact
90¢ 9.740 9.730 +10
a These figures a re based on the daily order totals which Elliott Perry located in Na tional

Bank Note Company records and published in Pat Paragraphs. T he quarterly figu res in the
" Deliveries to Stamp Agent." colu mn were comp iled by adding th e dal ly orders (numbers 22
through 97) for th e per iod Sep tem ber 25 through December 23. 1861. In Pat Paragraph s #21 ,
page .516. we find th e foll ow ing: "T he di fferen ce of ahout one week betw een December 23rd
and December 31st is th e lag, or th e time that e lap sed between the da te of th e order and the
date when it was complet ed . A simila r lag occurs a t the end of September and probably was
usual excep t in the first week or I WO of th e issue." The lag Perry refe rs to at the end of Sep­
tember star ts a t Sept ember 2!J. In other words. the to tal s listed in the orders for Septembe r 25
th ro ugh December 23. 1861. arc essen tially equivalent to t he deliveries to post office s fo r
October I th rough December 31, 1861. The table above shows just how precise this eq uiva lency
was.

TABLE 4-A: 1¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

Q UARTER 1868 GRILLS 1869s 18705 QTY. ISSUED

lst 1869 3.351,200 385.400 3.736.600

2nd 1869 475.300 3,568.100 4.043.400

3rd 1869 3.179.300 3.179.300

4th 1869 3.944.100 3.944.100

lst 1870 5.248.900 5,248.900

2nd 1870 279,200 4,556.600 4.835.800

TOT ALS 3.826.500 16.605.000 4,556.600 24.988.100

TABLE 4-B: DATA FOR 1¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISHED STAMPS UN FIN ISH ED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK TO D EPOSI T ED BALANCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDING POST OFFICES IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

Tu nc 12. 1869 487,200 2,864.000

Tune 19. 1869 141,500 2.722.500

Dec. 18. 1869 206,600 33.200 1.200.000 1.200.000

Dec. 24. 1869 129.500 1.190.250 1.093.950

p ee. 31. 1869 150.300 943,650

CONCLUSIONS : THE 1¢ 1869
Table 4-A indicates th at th e I¢ 1869 carne in to genera l use in th e seco nd qu ar ter of 1869.

T ab le 4-B shows th at on June 19. 1869. th ere were 2,72V iOO sta mps in th e N BNC vault .
and on Dec. 31. 1869. th ere were 943.650. H owever. in each of four success ive quarters between
3.1 and 5.2 million I¢ sta m ps were issued . T his suggests tha t th e 1¢ 1869 stamp s went through
at least one or two printings in each qu art er th ey were curren t,

Division, Office of Stamps, wrote on March 25, 1974: "This office has no in­
form ation concerning the records of the government stamp agent." Recent ly, to
my great joy, Route Agent Jeremy Wilson turned tIp five ledger sheets in the
Postal Service Library. These ledger sheets are headed "National Bank Note
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TABLE 5A: 2¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GRILl}, 1869s 18705 QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 15,718,900 2,393,000 - 18.111,900

2nd 1869 18,115,450 18,115,450

3rd 1869 17,493,600 17,493.600

4th 1869 19,285.300 19,285,300

1st 1870 23,151,250 23,151,250

2nd 1870 3,204,850 14.695,650 17.900,500

TOTALS 15,718,900 83,643,450 14,695.650 114,058,000

TABLE 5-B: DATA FOR 2¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISH ED STAMPS UNFINISHED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WE EK TO DEPOSITED BALA NCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDING POST OFFICES I N SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

une 12. 1869 2.214,900 9,077,900 2,070,000 3,180,000

June 19, 1869 373.750 8.704,150 300,000 3,480.000

Dec . 18, 1869 542,500 3,180,000 8,682,200 3,240,000 6.480,000

Dec. 24, 1869 972.200 7,710,000 6.480.000

Dec. 31,1869 838,300 6,871,700 1,470.000 7,950,000

CONCLUSIONS: THE 2¢ 1869
Table 5-A indicates that th e 2¢ 1869 came in to genera l use in the second qu arter of 1869.

Table 5-B shows th a t on June 19, 1869, th er e were 8,704,150 stamps + 3,480,000 unfinished
st~mps in th e NBNC vault , and 011 Dec. 31, 1869, th ere were 6,871.700 stam ps + 7,950,000 un­
fini shed stamps. However , in each of four successive quart ers betw een 18.1 and 23.1 million
2¢ sta mps were issued . T h is indica tes that th e 2¢ 1869 stamps wen t through man y press runs.

Company." One of them, for the week ending December 31, 1869, is illustrated
as Figure 1. Given the stamp agent's duties, the stamp ordering procedures, and
the figures contained on the five weekly ledger shee ts for 1869, it is obvious
that thes e ledger sheets are five of the stamp agent's weekly reports, these for
the 1869 issue. The ledger sheet shown in Figure 1 (and th e other four as well)
bears the signature at lower left of Charles F. Steel, a printer/engraver who was
intimately associated with U.S. postage stamp production during most of the
classic period. In fact, Steel was th e National Bank Note Company's superinten­
dent of stamp production for the 12 years National held the stamp contract."
At lower right, the ledger sheets all bear the notation "I certify the above
correct, D. M. Boyd, agt.' Daniel M. Boyd was the government stamp agent
during most of the 1860s. Th ese five ledger sheets are a find of major importance,
for which Jer emy Wilson deserves all the plaudits. It is sincerely hoped that
many more of the weekly reports of th e stamp agent will tum up. They would
be invaluable to postal historians.

The answer to why the deliveries to post offices are equal to deliveries to
the stamp agent is to be found in the recently discovered stamp agent reports,
which contain what Luff referred to as the "Statistics of Manufacture." How­
ever, before explaining the significance of these reports, we must explain the
role of the stamp agent.

The government stamp agent was on the payroll of the Post Office Depart­
ment, while working at the National Bank Note Company. From 1861 into 1873,
the National Bank Note Company prov ided him with an office at th eir manu-

3. H . D. S. Haverbeck, Collectors Club Phila telist , Volume 35. Number 2, pages 67-85, 148.
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TABLE 6-A: 3¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GR ILLS 1869s 18705 QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 74,266,200 10,061,300 84,327,500

2nd 1869 87,008,000 87,008,000

3rd 1869 87,559,900 87,559.900

4th 1869 84,567,400 84,567,400

1st 1870 97,434,900 97,434,900

2nd 1870 20,183,250 69,265,850 89,449,100

TOTALS 74.266,200 386,814,750 69 ,265,850 530,346,800

T~BLE 6-B: DATA FOR 3¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENny DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISH ED STAMPS UNFI NISH ED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK TO DEPOSITED BALANCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDING !POST OFFICES IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

un e 12, 1869 7,817,600 9,426.300 7,956,000 10,680,000 20,700,000

une 19, 1869 3.929.~00 3,200,550 7,227,050 10,020,000 27,480,000

IDee. 18, 1869 4,773,500 6,186,750 32.276,650 6.810,000 22,800,000

IDee. 24, 1869 3,723,500 7.981,800 36,534,950 11,580,000 26,310,000

IDee. 31, 1869 3,946,700 2.490,000 35,078,250 7,470,000 31,260,000

CONCLUSIONS: THE 3¢ 1869
T able 6-A indicat es tha t the 3¢ 1869 came into genera l usc in th e second quarter of 1869.

Table 6-B shows th at on June 19, 1869, there were 7,227,050 sta mps + 27,480,000 unfinished
stamps in the NBNC vault, and on Dec. 31, 1869, there were 35,078,250 stamps + 31,260,000
unfinished stam ps. Between 84.5 an d 97.4 million 3t! sta mps were issued in fou r successive
qu arters. T his indicat es that the 3¢ 1869 stamps were bei ng cons tant ly printed .

factory. As a Post Office Department official, he had two primary responsi­
bilities : security and stamp distribution. He was responsible for the security of
the stamps on hand at the National Bank Note Company and he was respon­
sible for filling the daily orders for stamps. Th ese orders were sent by post­
masters to the Third Assistant Postmaster General at Washington, who in tum
notified the stamp agent in New York so he could fill the approved orders. (See
Chronicle 82, page 92, for an illustration of a stamp order form used by post­
masters in the 1860's, also the Bank Note section in this issue.)

We now return to the weekly stamp agent reports for the 1869 issue. Much
of the information they contain relates to the stamp agent's security responsi­
bilities. This is easily seen when we note that every sheet of paper given to the
printers during each week had to be accounted for at week's end, including
spoiled sheets. Also, the ledger sheets contain complete totals for all stamp values
in both finished and unfinished state, as thev were kept in the National Bank
Note Company's safe. These figures were updated eac h week. Only one column
in each ledger sheet concerns the stamp agent's stamp-issuing responsibilities.
Thi s column shows stamps "Delivered to Post Offices During the Week." It is be­
lieved that this column is the source of Luffs "Statistics of Manufacture" which
show "stamps printed and delivered to the stamp age nt." All of these weekly de­
liveries , when added togeth er for a particular year, should give us a Luff yearly
total.

At this point, a quotation from the December 12, 1868, postage stamp con­
tract (the contract for the 1869 Issue) will prove informative: "The said party of
the second part agree to manufacture and furn ish said postage stamps for the
price of 25~ cents per 1,000 stamps, and deliver the sam e as to the Agent of
the Department at New York separated in such quantities as may be daily or-
The Chronicle / February 1976/ Vol. 28. No . I lI5



TABLE 7-A: 6¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUART ER 1868 G R ILLS 1869s 1870s QT Y. ISSUED

1st 1869 60,200 60,200

2nd 1869 1,085,750 1,085,750

3rd 1869 706,500 706,500

4th 1869 741,050 741,050

1st 1870 2,091,750 2,091,750

2nd 1870 197,400 1,481,050 1,678,450

TOT ALS No such stam p 4,882,650 1,481,050 6,363,700

TABLE 7-B: DATA FOR 6¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FIN ISHED STA~f1'S UNFIN ISH ED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK T O DEPOSIT ED BALANCE DEPOSIT:m BALANCE

ENDING 'OST O FFI CES IN SAFE O N HAND I N SAFE ON HA ND

~une 12, 1869 154,950 1,294,250 1,980,000

~une 19, 1869 54 ,750 1,959,000 3,198.500

iDee. 18, 1869 48,400 1,900,400

lDec. 24, 1869 47,950 1,852,450

Dec. 31, 1869 152 ,800 1,699,650

CONCLUSIONS: THE 6¢ 1869
Table 7-A indicates th at th e 6¢ 1869 came in to genera l use in the second quart er of 1869.

Table 7·B sho ws that on June 19, 1869, th er e were 3, 19R .~OO sta m ps in th e N BNC vau lt. and
on Dec. 31, 1869, there we re 1.699 .650. H owever, between 0.7 and 2.1 million 6¢ stamps were
issued in fou r success ive quarters. This indicat es tha t the li¢ 1869 wen t th rough a limited
number o f' printings (perha ps two 1869 pri n tings . a nd one sma ll 1870 p rinting) . It will be
not ed th at th e demand fo r 6¢ sta mps increased in th e first q uarte r of 1870, when th e ra te to
Great Britain was red uced fro m 12 to 6 cents. It is of in terest to note th a t the 5¢ 1868 Grills
were deli vered to p ost offices d uring th e firs t n ine months of 1869.

dered for the use of the post offices, never less than 200 stamps in a package.":'
Clearly, the re ason that th e deliveries to the post offices and the deliveries to
the stamp agent are equa l is th at the stamp agent took delivery on only enough
stamps, at th e price of 25~¢ per 1,000 stamps, to fill the daily orders.

At thi s time, if there are any read ers who are not yet convinced , we offer
Table 3. This table contains fourth quarter 1861 totals for the daily Post Office
orders which were filled by the National Bank Note Company and delivered to
the stamp agent for distribution to post offices. For purposes of brevity the
daily figures were added togeth er to make the quarterly totals shown in Table 3.
This information is taken from Pat Paragraphs, wherein Elliott Per ry published
each 1861 order from No. 1 (Aug. 16, 1861) through No. 97 {Dec. 23, 1861).5
Perry obtained thi s data from the National Bank Note Company records, which­
in th e earl y 1930s-were in the archives of the American Bank Note Company.
Unfortunately, National Bank Note Comp any records of the orders for th e
balance of the period, to th e best of our knowledge, have never come to light.
However, even without complete Nationa l Bank Note Comp any records of Post
Office orders, or complete stamp agent records, the author believes that Table 3
provides reasonable proof that deliveries to the post offices and to th e stamp
agent are essentially equa l. All the figur es we can genera te for th e years 1862

4. Brookman, II , 151. It alics added .
5. Elliott Perry, Pat Paragraph s, numbers 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20 and 21. The

figures in Table 3 are a compilation of the daily orders for th e fourth quarter o f 1861.
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TABLE 8-A: lot STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

Q UAR TER 1868 GR ILLS 1869s 1870s QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 902,130 105,430 1,007,560

2nd 1869 639,410 288,860 928,270

3rd 1869 821,500 821,500

4th 1869 744,340 744,340

1st 1870 1,282,250 1,282,250

2nd 1870 57,170 929,040 986,210

T OTALS 1,541,540 3-299,550 929,040 5,770,130

TABLE 8-B: DATA FOR 10¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FI NISHED STAMPS UN FI NISH ED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK TO 'D EPOSIT ED BALANCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDING POST OFFICES IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

une 12, 1869 45,100 1,053,250

unc 19, 1869 1,053.250

IDee. 18, 1869 50,570 800,890

IDee. 24, 1869 20.210 780,680

lDec. 31, 1869 27,010 753,670

CONCLUSIONS: THE 10¢ 1869
T able 8-A indica tes tha t th c IO¢ J869, tho ugh used spa ringly in th e fi rst half of 1869,

did not com e into gen eral usc until the th ird qu art er of 1869. Table 8-B shows that on June 19,
1869, th ere were 1,053,250 stamps in thc NBNC vau lt. an d on Dec. 31, 1869, th ere were 753,670.
However, be tween 0.7 and 1.3 m il lion JOe sta mps were issu ed in three successive q uar te rs. This
indicat es th at th e IO¢ 1869 went th rou gh a Iimi tcd number uf printings (pe rhaps three 1869
printin gs, and one sma ll 1870 printing) .

through 1872, indicate it was so. And Table 3 proves it was so during the last
qu arter of 1861.

We apologize for inflicting all this corroborative information upon the
readers. It was necessary because of the abs ence of almost all of the original
stamp agent records, and of the order records of the National Bank Note Com­
pany.

Finally, we can tum the key that unlocks the mixed figures contained in
the Postmaster General reports for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1869, and
June 30, 1870. The "Statistics of Manufacture" in Luffs book, on pages 80
and 95, provide the working key. We will take one value, th e Ii stamp, to show
how we tum that key. The following methods may be used to find totals for all
of the other values as well. In order to find the 1¢ stamps that were issued
to post offices during each of the six quarters wh en the 1869 issue was cur­
rent, we make the following computations, based on the premis e that th e Post ­
master General (PMG) reports of stamps issued to post offices, and Luffs
"Statistics of Manufacture" (SofM) of stamps delivered to the Stamp Agent are es­
sentially equal:

1¢ STAMPS: FIRST QUARTER 1869
PMG (Luff p . 81) quarter end ing Marc h 31, 1869 3,736,600 delivered to PO s
SofM (Lu ff p. SO) J an .-March 11169 3,351,200 1867 stamps
PMG min us SofM (to find 1869s) 385,400 1869 stamps

1¢ STAMPS: SECOND QUARTER 1869
PMG (Lu ff p . 81) q uart e r cnd ing J un e 30, 1869 4,043 ,400 deli vered to PO s
SofM (Lu ff p. 80) April -June 1869 475,300 1867 stamps
PMG m inus SofM (to find 1869s) 3,568, 100 1869 sta mps
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TABLE 9-A: 12¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OffiCES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

Q UARTER 1868 G RILLS 18Ws 1870s QTY. I SSUED

1st 1869 810,925 106,125 917,050

2nd 1869 48,000 769,900 817,900

3rd 1869 909,500 909,500

4t h 1869 809,625 809,625

1st 1870 399,825 399,825

2nd 1870 17.725 217,250 234,975

T OTALS 858.925 3.012.700 217,250 4,088,875

TABLE 9-B: DATA FOR 12¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FI NI SH ED STA MPS UNFIN ISHED STAMPS

DEUVERED
WEEK T O DEPOSIT ED BALANCE DEPOSIT ED BALANC E

EN DI NG POST O FFI CES IN SAFE ON H AND IN SAFE ON H AND

une 12. 1869 97.925 429,875

[Ju ne 19, 1869 23.225 406,650

Dec . 18, 1869 44.050 58,200 455.000

Dec. 24. 1869 12,075 442,925

Dec. 31, 1869 25.375 417,550

CONCLUSIONS: THE 12¢ 1869
T able 9-A indica tes tha t the 12t,' 1869 came int o genera l usc in th e second qu arter of

1869. Table 9-B shows that on J u ne 19, 1869, there were 406,650 sta mps in th e NBN C vault ,
and on Dec. 31, 1869, there were 417,550. H owever. between 0.4 and 0.9 m illion 12¢ stamps
were issued in fou r success ive quart ers. T his indica tes tha t the 12¢ 1869 went th rough a
limited number of prin tings (perhaps four 1869 primings. with no 1870 prin ting) . It will be
no ted that th e dem and for 12¢ stamps d ropp ed in th e first quarte r of 1870, when th e
rate to Great Br it a in was red uced from 12 to 6 cents.

1869
3.179,300 delivered to PO s

no ne 1867 sta mps
3,179,300 1869 stamps

1869
3,944,100 delivered to POs
3.944. 100 1869 stamps

1870
5,248,900- delivered to POs
5.248.900 1869 sta mps

corrected fro m the official PM G

1¢ STAMPS: THIRD QUARTER
PMG (Lu ff p . 88) quarter ending Sept. 30. 1869
SofM (Lu ff p. 80) J u ly-Sep t. 1869
PMG minus SofM (to find 1869s)

1¢ STAMPS: FOURTH QUARTER
PM G (L u ff p. 88) quar ter end ing Dec. 31. 1869
Sin ce no 1867 stamps .were issued . a ll arc 1869s

1¢ STAMPS: FIRST QUARTER
P MG (Lu ff p . 88) quart er end ing March 31, 1870
Sin ce no 1867 or 1870 sta m ps issued . a ll are 1869s
[-Luff made a cop ying error in th is figure. wh ich we have
repor t.]

1¢ STAMPS: SECOND QUARTER
PMG (Lu ff p . 88) quarter end ing June 30. 1870
PMG (Lu ff p . 95) quarter end ing Sep t. 30, 1870
PMG (Lu ff p . 95) quart er end ing Dec. 31, 1870
to tal stam ps issued last th ree q uarters of 1870
SofM (Lu ff p . 95) Apr '-Dec , 1870 (1870s)
total of 3 PMG's m in us SofM (to find 1869s)
4,835.800 (de livered to PO s) mi nu s 279,200 (1869s) =

1870
4.835.800 delivered to POs
;1.684.800
5.163.000

13.683.600
13,404.400 1870 stamps

279.200 1869 stamps
4.556.600 1870 sta mps

Thus , the total number of 1¢ 1869 stamps issue d to the post offices during
the four qu arters of 1869, derived above without reference to Luff's "Stat istics
of Man ufacture" for 1869 stamps, is:
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Figure 1. The stamp agent's ledger sh_ for the we ek end ing December 31, 1869. Note the slgn. ture. et the
bo"om. Photo court esy of ' he U.S. Pos,.1 Service Libr.ry.

1, 1869 STAMPS
First quarter 1869 38.'>.400
Second quarter 1869 3,,568.100
Third quarter 1869 3.179.300
Fourth quarter 1869 3.944.100
Total for 1869 11.076.900

~ a check of our premise, we tum to Luffs 1869 "Statistics of Manufacture" on
page 88. We find for the 1¢ 1869s delivered to the stamp agent from March
through December, 1869: 11,077,050. This is a correlation difference of 150
stamps, a single post office pa ne.

The total of the lc,i 1869 issue for the first four months of l870, which was
derived above without the use of the 1869 "Statistics of Manufacture" in Luffs
book, is:
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TABLE 10-A: 15¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GRILLS 1869s 18705 QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 706.420 77.740 784,160

2nd 1869 489,580 117.120 606.700

3rd 1869 372.180 98.440 470.620

4th 1869 482.780 482.780

1st 1870 576.700 576,700

2nd 1870 86.U60 353.720 439,780

TOTALS 1.568.180 1.438.840 353.720 3.360 .740

TABLE 10-B: DATA FOR 15¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENny DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISHED STAMPS UNFIN ISH ED STAMPS

nELIVERED
WEEK TO DEPOSITED BALANCE DEPOSIT ED BALANCE

ENDING PO ST OFFICES IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

une 12. 1809 20,000 4.840 250.000 810.000

une 19. 1869 4.840 160.000 970.000

IDee. 18, 1869 36.060 743.380

IDee. 24. 1869 17.980 725.400

IDee. 31. 1869 24,780 700.620

CONCLUSIONS: THE 15¢ 1869
Table IO·A indicates that the 15¢ 1869. though used sparingly in the firs t nine months of

1869, did not come into general use until the fourth qu ar ter of 1869. It -is interesting to note
that more 15¢ 1868 Gri lls were issued th an IiiI' 1869s du r ing the qu a rt ers th e 1869s were cur­
re n t. Table IO·B shows th a t on June 19. 1869. there were 4.840 stamps + 970.000 unfinished
stamps (160.000 were printed that week) in the NBNC vau lt . and on Dec. 31. 1869. there were
700.620 stamps. This indicates there was a sma ll. initial 15¢ 1869 printing, and one main print­
ing which started prior to June 19. The T ype I stamps probably cam e from the initial printing.
The NBNC must have destroyed approximat ely 600.000 151' 1869 stamps . However. at 25V2<"
per 1.000, they wo uld have only been worth $153.00 upon delivery to the sta mp agen t.

1¢ 1869 STAMPS
First quar ter 1870 ';,248.900
Second quarter 1870 279,200
T ota l for 1870 5,528.100

Once again, as a check of our premise, we turn to Luffs 1869 "Sta tistics
of Manufacture" on page 88. We find for the 1¢ 1869s delivered to th e stamp
agent from January into April 1870: 5,528,100. Th is is an exact correlation. (For th e
reader's information, these same methods were used in developing the previously
discussed Tables 1 and 2). Needless to say, the sum total , for Ii 1869 stamps
delivered to th e post offices, can be computed by adding the totals for 1869
and 1870, i.e., 11,076,900 + 5,528,100 = 16,605,000.

There is a simpler, alternate method for finding th e totals for th e second
quarter of 1870. This alte rna te method was actually used for developing th e
second quarter totals for 1870, in Tables 4-A through 13-A. This is how th e
alte rna te method is computed:

1¢ STAMPS: SECOND QUARTER 1870
SofM (Lu ff p . 88) J an .-Ap r. 1870 (1869 stamps issued in 1870) 5.'i28.IOO
P MG (Lu ff p . 88) quarter ending March 31. 1870 (l869s) 5.248.900
SofM minus PMG (to find 1869s issued in second quarter 1870) 279.200 1869 stamps
PMG (Luff p. 88) quarter end ing June 30. 1870 4.835.!!OO delivered to PO s
4,835.800 (delivered to POs) minus 279.200 (1869s) = 4,556,600 1870 stamps
4{) T he Chronicle / February 1976 / Vol. 28. No.



TABLE 11·A: 24¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GRILLS 1869s 1870s QTY. ISSUED

Ist 1869 62,275 30,950 93,225

2nd 1869 4.6,050 31,600 77,650

3rd 1869 57,075 9,600 66,675

4th 1869 67,725 67.725

1st 1870 78,350 78,350

2nd 1870 17,025 13,675 30,700

T OT ALS 165,400 235.250 13.675 414.325

TABLE 11-B: DATA FOR 24¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISHED STAMPS UNFI NISH ED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK TO DEPOSITED BALANCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDI NG IPOST OFFICES IN SAFE O N H AND IN SAFE ON HAND

June 12, 1869 10,000 44,750 310,000 710,000

June 19, 1869 44,750 280,000 990.000

Dec. 18, 1869 575 1,174,600

Dec. 24, 1869 375 1,174,225

Dec. 31. 1869 6.800 1,167,425

CONCLUSIONS: THE 24¢ 1869
Table ll -A indicates that the 24¢ 1869 saw very limited use during the first nine months of

1869, and more gen eral, but still lim ited service thereafter . Table II-B shows that on June 19,
1869, there were 44.750 stamps + 990,000 unfini shed sta mps in the NBNC vau lt (280,000 were
printed th at week) . and on Dec. 31, 1869, the re were 1,167,425 sta mps . T his indicat es that
the 24¢ 1869 went th rough a sma ll, initial printing. and on e main printing that sta r ted prior
to June 19. The NBNC mu st hav e destroyed approx imately 1,050,000 24¢ 1869 sta mps . At
25Y2¢ per 1,000, their value would ha ve only been $267.75 upon delivery to th e stamp agen t.

We used the alternate method for finding second quarter 1870 totals in
order to avoid any Luff copying errors in his "Statistics of Manufacture" for the
1870 issue. On the 1¢, 2¢, 1O¢, and 15¢ stamps, the totals came out exact
by either method. However, there were slight yearly correlation differences
for the other values. If the main method were used , these minor yearly differ­
ences for the year 1870 would be injected into the necessarily small 1869 issue
total for early April 1870. In other words , we used the method which gave the
more accurate 1869 issue figures for the second quarter of 1870, on the 3¢ , 6¢,
12¢, 24¢, 30¢ , and 9O¢ stamps.

By using the aforementioned methods of computation, the author has com­
piled a set of quarterly breakdowns for each valu e in use during the 1869 period
(although the 5¢ 1868 was not included). These breakdowns, published below as
Tables 4-A through 13-A, show the quarterly totals of the 1868 issue , 1869 issue,
and 1870 issue which were issued to post offices for the six qu arters during
which the 1869 issue was current. It should be made clear that the totals in
Tables 4-A through 13-A represent the maximum totals of stamps sent to post
offices. It is possible that some of these stamps- especially the older designs­
were returned to the Post Office Department and destroyed at some later date.
Accompanying Tables 4-A through 13-A we present a second set of breakdowns
which are numbered Tables 4-B through 13-B. In thi s second set of breakdowns
we present data from the five known stamp agent reports for the 1869 Issue­
the material recently discovered by Jeremy Wilson. These data are also broken
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TABLE 12-A: 30¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GRILLS 1869s 1870s QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 69 ,940 16.710 86.650

2nd 1869 53,730 36,250 89.980

3m 1869 84,860 23.480 108,340

4th 1869 84,980 84.980

1st 1870 82,570 82.570

2nd 1870 10.020 50.640 60.660

TOTALS 208.530 254,010 50.640 513.180

TABLE 12-B: DATA FOR 30¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENTLY DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISHED STAMPS UN FINISH ED STAMPS

DEU VERED
W EEK TO DE POSITED BALA NCE DEPOSIT ED BALANCE

ENDINC POST OFFICE S IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

J une 12. 1869 10,000 56,540

J u ne 19. 1869 56,540

Dec. 18, 1869 10,620 464,180

Dec . 24, 1869 2,380 461.800

Dec . 3 1, 1869 3.720 458 ,080

CONCLUSIONS: THE 30¢ 1869
Table 12-A indica tes that th e 30¢ 1869 saw very limited use d uri ng the firs t n ine months

of 1869, a nd more general , but still lim ited use thereafter. Table 12-B shows th at on J une 19.
1869. th ere were 56~1j40 sta m ps in th e NBNC vau lt. and on Dec. 31, 1869, there were 458,080.
T his indicates that th e 30¢ 1869 went th rough a small . initia l p rinting, and on e main print ing
th a t started a fter J u nc 19, 1869. The NBNC must have destroyed approximately 370,000 W¢
1869 stamps . Their va lue, a t 25 V2¢ pe r 1,000, would have on ly been $94.35 upon de livery to the
sta m p age n t.

down by va lue. W he n these two sets of breakdowns we re stu died , the author
was able to make some never befor e published conclusions for each value of the
1869 issue. The conclusions for each value appear below the corres ponding
tables for each va lue. Finally, for convenience's sake, we publish as Table 14 a
list ing of the quanti ties of the various 1869 valu es actually issued to the post
offices. These figures ar e derived according to the me thodology described above,
and-as should be obvious-are based on the data shown in Tabl es 4-A through
13-A .
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

THE WALCOn COLLECTION OF CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS
by Laurence (1934)

Beautiful new re pr int-limited ed ition-272 pages- almos t 3300 illustrations-prices
rea lized at sa le in appendix. Price postpa id $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515
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I TABLE 13-A: 90¢ STAMPS ISSUED TO POST OFFICES
DURING THE SIX QUARTERS IN WHICH 1869 STAMPS WERE ISSUED

QUARTER 1868 GRILLS 1869s 18705 QTY. ISSUED

1st 1869 11,310 5,020 16,330

2nd 1869 4,400 12,210 16.610

3rd 1869 6,750 5.310 12.060

4th 1869 12.300 12,300

1st 1870 \ 12.330 12,350

2nd 1870 190 8,140 8,550

TOTALS 22,460 47,360 8.140 77.960

TABLE 13-B: DATA FOR 90¢ 1869 STAMPS AS SHOWN IN THE
RECENny DISCOVERED STAMP AGENT'S WEEKLY REPORTS

FINISHED STAMPS UNFINISHED STAMPS

DELIVERED
WEEK TO DEPOSITED BALANCE DEPOSITED BALANCE

ENDING POST OFFICES IN SAFE ON HAND IN SAFE ON HAND

June 12. 1869 5.000 34,570

June 19. 1869 34,570 80,000 80,000

Dec. 18. 1869 5,100 803,590

Dec. 24. 1869 120 803,470

Dec. 31, 1869 10 803.460

CONCLUSIONS: THE 90¢ 1869
Table 13-A indicates that the 9O¢ 1869 saw extrcrnely lim ited use . Table 13·B shows that

on June 19. 1869, th ere were 34,570 stam ps + 80.000 un fin ished stamps in th e NBN C vault
(80,000 were printed th at week) , and on Dec. 31, 1869, th ere were 803.460 stamps. This ind icates
that th e 9O¢ 1869 wen t th rough a small, initial prin ting. and one main printin g th at bega n on
the week ending June 19. T he NBNC mu st ha ve destroyed approxima tely 790,000 90¢ 1869
stamps. Their value would on ly have been S201.45 u pon de livery to the stamp agent. It was
probably most convenie n t to mak e one main pri nt ing for eac h of th e troublesome bi-colored
values. The NBNC made their money on the lower values. especially the 3¢ stamps. In reality.
800,000 9O¢ stamps are really minuscule in comparison with the 3¢ printings.

TABLE 14: QUANTITIES OF 1869 STAMPS DELIVERED TO POST OFFICES
I¢- 16,605,000
2¢- 83,643,450
31/-586.814,750
6¢- 4.882,650

1O¢- 3.299.550
12¢- 3,012,700
15¢- 1.438.840 (both types)
24¢- 235.250
30¢- 254,010
9O¢- 47.360

Note: Collectors should recogni ze that th ese figures show numbers of stamps sent out to the
post offices. They do not necessaril y refl ect numbers of stamps actually put into circulation.
Some stamp shipments were lost in tran sit. Additionally, th ere is evide nce that unknown quan­
tities of various 1869 values may have been returned to the Post Office Department and ul­
timately destroyed. Thus, the figures ab ove represent a th eoretical maximum.

It goes without saying that the two sets of breakdowns and their relevant
conclusions are the purpose of this article. If only a few 1869 specialists realize
the significance of this new information, it will make many months of diligent
effort seem like time well spe nt. In conclusion, the author wishes to thank
Jeremy Wilson and Michael Laurence for allowing him to use the five stamp
agent reports. Also, the author wishes to thank the late and great philatelic
student John N. Luff. .Although Mr. Luff apparently didn't realize the true
significance of the stamp agent reports, he still had the foresight to laboriously
hand-copy that mountain of figures and to publish them for the record.
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
COVERS MARKED "FRAUDULENT"
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

From the late 1870s, occasional covers are known with a marking reading
"FRAUDULENT," sometimes accompanied by an additional legend indicating
the letter should be returned to its sender. This latter notation was usually made
only wh en the letter bore a return address. Those without such an address
bear only the single word "Fraudulent" handstamped or written upon the cover,
other than the usual address, stamp and postmark with killer. The illustration
shows a typical example.

~.

~~bUt.E~\ ..

!

Why and where were such markings struck and why were some of the
letters marked to be returned to their senders? How did the postal officials
know that any such action was required when a cover such as that shown, sent
from a small rural town in Ohio, seems as innocent a missive as ever entered
the mails?

The postal history collector can make the obvious guess, that the letter so
returned was a response to some fraudulent advertisement or scheme, but this
writer does not recollect ever seeing the details of how these covers were
handled, before he stumbled upon the answer when looking for another ob­
scure point in a Postal Guide of the 1880s.

The Postal Guides-actually, the United States Official Postal Guide, pub­
lished monthly during the period being considered-carried in each issue a
set of instructions reading about as follows :

FRAUDS.
List of persons conducting fraudulent lotteries and other schemes to defraud

the public, to whom payment of money-orders and th e delivery of registered
letters has been prohibited hy order of th e Postmaster General , under the authority
conferred by sections 3929 and 4041 of th e Revised Statutes (875 and 1043, Postal
Law s and R~gulations, ed itiOl! of 1879) . Postmasters at any offic e at which money­
ord ers or registered letters arrive addressed to an y person or company against whom
The Chronicle / February 1976 / Vol. 28. No .



7H6 Fra uds,

I"'••.
Go,I<I.,,1 & CO. •

t; "I<I ,m ith, J . & Co. •
G" I<I....rer, ~lich.cl . . . .
G r.ut, S. A •• alia. Dennr Land Co.­(lr.,..W m.

Great Southern Colored Aid AssociatioQ . .

Grt,:·t We.tern Dist ri bution {Mathe~~& 0... }
•H'I Kunnecke &: Cu.

Gustav us, E. & ce., " Ii", F. E. G. Lindaay
Hale, Owen & Co. See Robt, H . West •
11. 11 , H. J . & Co.-
Ha ll, J . H. & Co. .
Ham ilton , J . B. & Co. . . .
Hamiltou, Th os, J ., alitu Dr. Matti l!On
Ha mmond & Co. SeeRobt. H. West
Ham mond & Co., D. W.
Harris, James • •

Harris , O. W . . . . . . •
Helping lIand Mutnal Aid Society. .
Hend erson, A. K. alia. Aeme Importing Co.
Henly, A., alia. Michael & Co. . . .
He nry , J . C. & Co.• " Ii", Clarenc e W . Mill.r

Hermitage Birth a nd M.rriqe A.8OClatioct
Herrick . D.P. & Co. . • • . •
He rrick. L. D.. . . . .
Hill. W. J., ali<uC. W . Whitney & Co.

Home Delig ht Co. . . . . . .
Horton , C. G., & Robt . II . W est (for II a li<u"

soo Robt . H . West ) . . • . •
Horto n. C. G. & Co. See Robr. H. Weat.
Hubbell . W. F. . .
Hub Manufactu ring Co.
H ub Watch Co. . •
Hudson. Harry B.
Hudson, J as. .

HII<Ison, St rong & Co. • • . •

c:> II IIII, H. H.• alia. United State. Agency.
Hllnt, Chas. ]<::1 I
Hunt, Netti e w . . . . . .
H urlburt , \Vm. R.•- al ia. W estern Gu n Co.­
Institution for Feeble-minded Children .
Inv entors' 'and Manufacturers' A88oci.tion
J ap anese Curiosity Co.
J ones, A. & Son- ", . • • . .

:::::::~:~:::'la;;;t:~§~::~~~l'
Unioll Publishing Co.
Magn etic Watch Co.

Jorda & Puig
J oy ce, Jo hn 1'. . . •
Juvenile Ste am Engi ne Co.
Kan sas Land Co.. . •
Kendr icks, Prof. R. .
Kennueke, F. }
Kennueke & (-,0.,
Kennnck e, The Mess".,
Kent, Thoe.

flATI or aaDER..

December 13, 18lliI

November 8, 1880
June ~I , 187U .
No vember 3. 1879
Ha y 27, 1880 •

December 111, I 88~ •

Se ptember 20, 1879 .
NO"ember 18, 1879 .

December 9, 1876
M4) ' 9, 1889 .
Itnuary 31, 187ft
Jan uar)' ~4 , 187U
June 10, 1876 .
Octobe r 16, 1880
ala)' 9, 18811 •
)Iar 2' , 18811 . '
Ma) ' 27, 1880 •

October 26. 1880
December 16, 1882
Ha rch 6, 1882 .
February' II, 1880
Apr il 18, 1876 .

December 15, 1889 .
Feb ruary 18, 1880
S.ptembe r I, 1880
October 12, 18i8

Oetober 17, 18711

May 9,1882 •
M'a)' 2, 188~. •
Sept ember 20, 1880 .
October 17, 1879 .
October 17, 1879
J uly 14, 1881 .
February 16, 1880

July 14. 1881
January 13, 1880

December 11, 18i9

!\cpt ember 8. 1877
Augu. t 31. 1882
October 17, 1879
October 17, 1879
Jlll y 30. 18T8 .
October 12, 1880

December 3, 18T8

M.rch 31, 1880 •
November 28, 1879 •
April 18. 1881 . .
December 15, 1879 •
Apr il 18, 1881 •

Novemb er 28, 1879 •

Februarv 16 11180 .

PLACI or B0 81Nn s .

9 Murr",' St reet, New York
N . Yo' ,

St. St ephen , N . Ii ., Ca nada.
Preeeott, Ari~.

Denver Colo. ..
Care 0/Mr. 8a cko, 1>06 FIfth

Street, Ne w York . N . Y.
Cleburn e, 'fax.

IChey enM , W)'O.

Holston , Va.
New York, N . Y.
Hnlumore, Md.
New York , N. Y.
New York , N. y.
Ncw York , N. Y.
Ncw York , N. Y.
65 Cedar St ., Ne... York! N. Y.
Cnre of Mr. Gra mpp., ~M E.

cs,St reet . New York, N. Y.
Ne w York, N. Y.
Brownsville , Te nn.
At hen s. G• .
Atlan ta , Ga.
Glens Fa lls, N. Y., and Ches-

ter , Po.
Naahvill e, Tenn.
New York, N. Y.
Chicago , III.
El khart , Ind.•AuguBta . Hich.

aod Battle Cr.ek, Mich .
Boston, M_.

New York, N. Y.
New York, N. Y.
New York , N. Y.
Booton , Mass.
Boston, lila...
169 Clark 8 t., Chicago, III.
1681 Firs t Avenue, New

Yor k, N. Y.
169 Clark 8t ., Ch icago, Ill.
Monnt Wi nan. , Md.

Ph ilad elph ia, Pa.

Chic ago , III.
Englewood, Ill.
Boston, M.88.
Bo-ron, Mass.
Hopkinton. Mus.
New York, N. Y.

IAshl.pd, Mus.
Soutb Fram ingham, IIIas..

N.... Or lea ns, La.
Covi ngton, Ky.
Chicago, Ill.
T opeka. Kans.
Chlcago, m.
Cheye nne, W yo .

13 S uffolk Street, N.w York .
N. Y.

orders have been issued by th e Postmaster l ;cn cral , under th e prOVISIOns of sec­
tions 875 and 1M3. Postal Laws and Regula tions. t he list of whom is published in
th e Guide from mont h 10 month , sho uld refuse payment and delivery of th e same.
and tr eat th em as prov ided in th e sect ions referred to; an d postmasters are hereby
forbidden to pay mo ney-orders or de liver reg istered le tters add resse d to any p erson
who the y are satisfied is acting for any of th e person s o r com pa n ies 'hereina fter
named , un til they have com mu nicated th e facts to , and received th e ins tructions of,
th e Pos tmaster General. W here nam es are marked with an asterisk (e) the parties
are beli eved to have discon tinu ed bu sin ess.

A page from the listings which follow the instructions is shown here, and
about two-thirds of the way down this page there are listed the names of Chas.
E. Hunt, and Nettie W. Hunt, both of Philadelphia, against whom an order
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was entered that mail addressed to them would no longer be delivered as of
D ecember 11, 1879.

Section 875 of th e 1879 PL . & R. instructs postmasters to return all such
letters to th e post office at which the lett ers were origina lly mailed, the post­
masters of those offices being instructed to return th em to th eir senders . The
section also went on to instruct that there was no authori ty for any postm aster
or any other person to ope n any letter not addressed to him self . The instruc­
tions also required that the letter be clearl y marked "Fraudulent" which thi s
writer con sider s somewhat unusual in that th e exact wording of handstamps was
seldom specifica lly indicated in the postal laws and regulations.

What did the cover shown contain ? Happily, the letter is still present , and
is short, reading:

Rix 's Mills, O. Dec. 15. 1879.
N. W . Hunt. Pl ease send me New Dom estic Bib le seen advertised in W i tlless Dec.
l l th . Find enclosed i ,i \' . Add ress. ;\ i Moore l R ix 's :\liIlsl :\llIski ngllln Cou nt v, Ohio.

Probably "Vitness was a religious tract. It might be noted th e letter is dat ed
just four days after th e order conce rn ing Ch as. E . and Nettie "V. Hunt was
issued. However , th e Postal Guide from which the notice is taken is the issue
of January, 1883. This is inscribe d "Second Ser ies, Vol. V, No.1," but just how
soof,l issuance of these began after th e end of the U.S. Mail & Post Office As­
sistant is not currently kno wn to the write r.
FURNISHING SUPPLIES OF STAMPS, POSTAL CARDS
AND STAMPED ENVELOPES TO POSTMASTE'RS

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN

POSTAGE STAMP AGENCY.

lJ.1NI}'·'• •If. 1I0YlJ, JI{",t.

New York. ...u 1874.
& ,, ; ~

I !U'lItl " {'I'f' ll ,;'lt , hy ord er o/ tAe Tltirt lAlw'sla nt Post maste r tl en eral, a pa l·~~i o{po}jla te
,.d am ps amountin1 10 I 6 .:i · Upon reui,'inl it you a re ,.~qui,.ed to VOU II ! th em
im mrd itl frly iu PI'''$l'lItJe of ( J disinterested witn ess, slate, sitn aml t ,.,walll U the
flTlIlr.", 'd "(,('4";p f ttl th e Third .'lu isla n t Postmas te r Ge,ural, at 1V'(l-Shin qlon , JJ. C. /I "
ClUC of lilly d t'/kicllcy, your own affida vit and that of the witness , statin~ til e a mount
of suc h Jllfl ci ency, will be necu surv in order to oUain eredit f or the a m ou n t . Such
d ejid ei' I'Y nuist be reported. at once .

It any portion: of a parcd'of pod ll te sta m ps btl damatul. the l 'ostm o eter will 8itn
th e rt'lo,dpt f ur I/,,~ llI/wl e amount of tile par c el, havint wr it ten a cross th e 1 at"-tJ of th o
,'pa;/" the " "",ber find amount of stamp, unfit: l or JUt, he will ret u r n the damated
_"ta lllp.t , /oqt'l/ur witlt til(' rt'l.·t'ipt, 10 the Third Au istallt Postmaster GeMnl , who "Jill Jive cred it
[en-the am o""t returned . Itut if th e c1amate be total, th e en tire parcel should be returned
u-ittc fiJ I' rcceiut !wt ,t iffn etl , ;11 un:le" tlwt Il parcel mav be se n t in pla ce of them . 1'/'c
/Jflt'J.:a Jie mfut be REGI STERED, und th e Postma st er mull also be aUt! to prove th e tlet 01
maihlla iJy (l Ilisiu l l'l'l'drtl witness . Postm as ter» (a~i n~ 10 retist er such ptlr /..'fites u-i ii not
receive cred it l or t k e amount 01 8tam/~''1 or .d ampcIl en velopcs , allr:!cd to /aw e bull.
ret us -nrel , i ll l 'IUI! the :-JIU flC l uil to rea ch tlco ll rpartnum t .

...4.1l fl/Jp !iC(ltimu l or po.da1e ,,' a m ps or sta mped envelopes must be addresstd to Ole Third
Assistant Postmaster General, WlShin! lon, O. C" and the ' "nutd rKelpt returned to him••· I" no CUt to-the
Agtncy at Hew York.

POSTMASTERS AR.E EXPECTED in ~ach CI JSe, to or d er what, upon carej"u l esti rnnte, PIlflU
be t/I't,IIt,'d 'l- .wt/ir.i ent .."pp/y 0/ the "M'inus k ind8 Of "amp, lo r threc montks ; a ml
th c!J arc r~qffirt'tl in ~" f'ru instance, to l U ll th e f orm 01 ord er which u-ill be lurnis/ull
IJ!J ,~~ ,. lJl'pll~ ·'meut. which must be siClled by the Postm,sl e, him$tlf, unless he be neus u rily absent Of sid"
when It m.llY be sljtned by the Assistant N Deputy, he placinC the Poslmu tu' s name above hi, own,

P ost masters will retain the above instructions for reference. and r eturn th e
lowe r r ece ipt to th e 3d Assistant P . M. G eneral., W aahington. D. C.

•"r r u Jleltpu tl u ll y ,

These three U. S. Post Office Department form s from early in the Bank
Note era clearly delineat e a facet of postal history with which few collec tors
are familiar. The working stocks of sta mps, postal ca rds, an d stamped enve lopes
were not kept at U. S. P. O. D. headquarters in Washington. Instead the D e­
partment maintained official agencies convenien tly close to the plants of the
three con tractors who produced those valuab le items at respectively Ne w York
City , Springfield (Mass.) and Hartford .
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SPECIAL NOTICE.
In C3 f10of an, dleorepanoy between the bill and 'tie numbor of Po.tal Cord. rooel.od, Postma.te'" must return

to thl. A.:.en0J' the wrappor, or woOden box contalnln. the aard.; pre••",lna: the date and addre•• on the ••mo.

GEORGE N. TYNER, Agent.
Very respectfully,

~:(;V

( j

Ib i li ~87Sprh,ujle'.', M asH• ..........._ _._._ _. .__._
SIR , O-

f &end het'eWith. b)' ord~, or tbe Third A . , is tant Poetm..ter General, Po.tal Cards amounting to • __.... .•__.=._.__._.__ Upor.

~eiying tb em , you are req u lred to cou nt th em Imm edia,el,. in preaence or • d i.inte..e. ted witnes . , d ate , . ign and u ansmit th~ a nne 1l:ed

receipt to the Third Ass ist ant Postma.ter Oeneft1, at W ashineton. D . C. In ca se or any defi ci ency, JOur own dfida vit and that of the­

wilness, atating th e a moun t of s u ch de Adener, wtl1 be n« e. aary in onicr to obtain credit (or the a m ou nt . S uch deficiency must be re ­

po n ed a' cr-ce. P acka ge s mu .t. in an c••ee, be opened in pr-esence o( the wh nes • .
U any port lon of a p:.rc:el of Postal Ca rds be damaged. the Postmuter wi ll a ic n the rec e ipt (or the wbole amount of Posta '

Cards, and ha vin, wri tten acrosa tbe fac e of th e rece ipt the number and amount of u nb un fit for use . he wi ll re turn tbe damaged card"

together with the receipt, to the Tllird .baistaa t Phta &llter Oeaeral, who will gi.e credit for the amount rcturned. But If the dama .,.
be to ta l, the entire a mount mu s t be returned witb the receipt not ai gn ed , In order th at other cards may be lent in p taee of th em. The

p~c"a.ge mu st be IlIl;;ifilrrM I Ilntl the P os tm llat er mu at also be a ble to pl'OYe the act or m alUn g by a d isinterclOtN wil ne... Poat -.

m asters Vani a: to re et aler au ch pack.gea. wUl not recewa credit for tbe am ount alleged to ha.e been returned, in caae the aame r. il t_

rellch the Dep artment. '

_\II applitJltillD' ror ro!Ctal ('-ard. mot be atldrusM. to tbe Tllird ASIIid•• t P••haasler Oe,allral, WL"Ib i.'OD, D. C., ••• Uie ••­

In ed reeelpt rttoraed to hilll. III DO CaKe to the ApIIC1 at Sprla:Oeld , lIus.
PosllD:t.Sten are f:1pe4:ted 101 uch ca ae, to ord er what, upon. careful e attmate, may be deemed a .uffide~t supply for tbeee

montbs ; and tbey are requ ired, In every Instance, to aae the fonn of order furnished by the Drpartment, wllith BlUst H .i :alld 1t1 till!

Po!dm:LlJter himself, nltK! hD be Deteuaril, abient or liek, when It lila, be l i~td b)' the AlIolilltalllt or liepa'" he placia: the rOIlI ·

1I111dl'r', name ahove hi' owa.
l'ogtmaBters will r('ltd» tI." aboWl (",,'rau:tlO1UItor rrltJ'elu:t!, an,l t"eft".,. tlw lowt!r ~/p' to til" 3t' .A....

HIH'""' P . H. General, ''''tuM'luton. D. C.

Tern' Reoe\pt nt th\,. Une.

A postmaster had to send his requisition to the Third Assistant Postmaster
General, who thereupon instructed the proper agency to fill and ship the order.
Included in each shipment was the necessary receipt form, attached to the de­
tailed instructions about how the postmaster must execute it with "a disin­
terested witness" and send it back to Washington. Thus the U. S. P. O. D. kept
control of the transaction without having to handle the actual materials in­
volved.

The instruction forms illustrated herewith were recently found in old files
of a general store building that hous ed the post office of Warren Mills , Wis­
consin, a century ago . The office opened in April of 1871 and has been in
continuous operation ever since, but in 1892 was renamed Warrens. The
opening of the office is duly reported in the May 1871 issue of U. S. Mail and
Post Office Assistant as reprinted by Collectors Club of Chicago in 1975.

~r. ~. ~{"mpc" <S;nocfopc ~9cncu,

Hartford, Conn.. _£~ , l S i ii.

8m : n~- order of the ?hird Aesi~t1tp( Postmaster General I .~nd JOll to-day, per 1~EGJST.ERED r Al.'h..A G ~,

STAYP.ED Esn:LoPES amounting to s.LIh __ Upon recc rcm g th em, you arc required to count them JIl

presenc e of a disinterested witness, date, sign, end tran smit the annexed receipt to tile Third A ssistant POStlnR~I<T
Gen eral, at 'Vashingl oll, D . C.; and in case of any deficiency, J our 0\n1 aflida,·it and tlrut of the witness, stutillg
the amou nt of in ch deficiency, will he nt~Ce~Slry in ord er to obtain credit for the am ount.

I f an..r port ion of s pnreel of stamped envelopes be damaged, tho P cetms ster will ~ig1l the receipt fOI· tile
whole amount of th e pared, and, hs\ -ing writte n se rosa the fS96 of the receip t the num ber and amount of envelopes
untit for 1l6C, he will re turn tbe damaged envelopes, togethe r with the receipt, to tho Th ird A6Ei6tant P ostmaster
General , who will give cred it for the amount returned. But if the damage be total, the eutire number should be
returned , with the receipt net &igtled, in order that others may be rent in their place. Th e packa ge must be
REG ISTE RED, and the Pos tmaster must also he able to prove the act of ma ilin g, by a disinterested witness. 1>06t­
masters FA..ILli=G to reg iste r such packages will Dot recei ve cred it for the am oun t alleged to hav e been re tnrn cd in
case the same fail to reach the Department.

All req uisitions for- stamped eurelopes must be ecd reseed to th e Tuum A..,.,...,,'T PosnusrEB GENER.U.,
WASHINGTON , D. C., aud i ll no C&6C to the AJZeney at llartfonl .

IIiir POSTMASTEHS AUE\EXPECTED. iu each casc, to onl er ,..hal, llpoU a careful estimate , m3Y be
deemed a m llicient supply of the ..\-i.rioua kinds"of stamps and slamvOO envelopes for three 1U0uthllfrom ti,e date
<or the onler; Rnd they Rre required, iu· every iustance, to use the fonn of order ..hieb will be furniihed by the
D epartment, WHIC R )J UST DE SIO KED D\" THE PQttl UJlTF:R HDI8ELF, unless he be neeessarily abient or Gel., when it
may be &igned by the Ass istant or Deputy, he placing the l>ostm 8.6te r 'g name abov e·bi s ,own..

All mati l)mlr.hK ~,.c'v~d f rom tlii. Al:ency Dlu~t be returned. duly lock~d aaa lDhelN 10 Ihe
STA.~PED E~"ELOPE AGCI\CT' hI Jlnr.ford. Conn.

POSIWRSWrs will retniu the nbo"'C iI15Irl1~Uo"l (or rercre-D~e.

Very rC>l""'tfully, H . T. SPERRY, .AVe",t.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
THE "0GDENSBURGH" ROUTE
CHARLES L. TOWLE

Note: This is the first article in a proposed series on specijic railroads or groups of related
railroads. These articles will give amplified historical data and consolidated markings listing so
that collectors may have expanded information for th eir collections, or possibly, exhibits.
Reactions of our readers are invited together with sugges t ions for particular railroads to be
presented in the future .

During the decades of the 1830s and 1840s the eastern seaboard states were
seized by a railroad mania. Every town and city felt that being on the tracks
of an important trunkline railroad was requisite for its future survival. No­
where was it more keenly evident than in the port cities along the Atlantic
Ocean. They were all engaged in a competitive frenzy to secure the most
efficient and adequate railroads tributary to the port, to pour the golden pro­
duce of the vast western empire into their city and to their docks, thereby as­
suring for the ports a first ranking among the great centers of world commerce.

Portland, Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Norfolk were all
possessed by this dream and determined to become THE great commercial
port city of the future. Unfortunately Portland and Boston, although possessing
fine harbors, were geographically at a great disadvantage. Not only were they
the greatest distance from the midwest but they were blocked by the moun­
tain ranges of New England trending adversely to east-west railroad develop­
ment. Also the only New England river valley of any consequence unfortunately
ran in a north-south axis.

Portland was to become the terminus of an early western connection, but it
ran into Canada and was owned by Canadian interests, while the promoters of
Portland wanted 'a railroad through the United States. For this reason they
backed the Portland and Ogdensburgh in their battle through the rugged White
Mountains.

Boston had a worse problem with their first and only early important line
to the west. Struggling over the mountains to Albany, it found the only natural
route to the west already occupied by railway lines under the financial control
of their commercial arch-enemy-the port of New York City.

However, New Englanders were of stout heart and determination even if
their overall good judgment may have been questionable. North of Albany the
Adirondack Mountains and Lakes George and Champlain effectively blocked
an easy passage to the west, but just look at the map a minute. Lake Champlain
and the Adirondacks dwindled to insignificance just south of the Canadian
border and it looked as if there was just enough room to sneak a railroad
through to the St. Lawrence River at the east end of Lake Ontario, and by
Heaven, with a railroad to th e Great Lakes and use of the WeIland Canal (built
in 1829) the great productive farm, lumber , and mining country bordering the
lakes was tributary to their railroad. Bother trans-shipment costs and the fact
that Lake Ontario was frozen five months in the year; water transportation
was economical and Boston was properly the recipient of this tremendous con­
templated freight traffic.

It is reported that first discussions of this route occurred as early as 1829,
upon the completion of WeIland Canal connecting Lakes Ontario and Erie.
Meetings were held on the subject at Montpelier, Vt., and Ogdensburgh, N.Y.,
in 1830 and at Malone, N.Y., in 1831. The idea grew slowly as railroads were
new and money sources sometimes hard to convince, but for 14 years the pro­
ponents of this "New England" corridor planned, schemed and gained.

While all this planning was going on railroads were being built from Boston
to the mouth of Lake Champlain by two different routes, via Bellows Falls,
and via White River Junction. Not two large railroads-that was not the New
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England way. One route involved six separa te railroads and the other route
four, but they worked together ( more or less) after the Yank ee fashion.

However, wes t of Lake Champlain there was room only for one railroad
so, despi te th e bitter opposition of New York City business inter ests, who feared
loss of trade, the stout support of Boston , Portland and New England financial
strength finally secured a charter from the New York Legisla ture May 14, 1845,
for the Northern Railroad Co. of New York to be built from Rouses Point to
Ogdensburgh. Construction starte d from both ends of th e line in March 1848
and, with great rejoicing, the 118 mile line was opened for traffic Oct. 1, 1850.

Shortly thereafter , in spite of strenuous objections from the "New York City
bloc" in the Legislature, and from navigation interests, by means of an in­
genious 300 foot floating bridge section, a trest le was built across th e mouth of
Lake Champlain and the Northern RR was fina lly connected with the Vermont
and Canada R.H. and had reached New England.

,

Figure 1. T. & M. 101-8-1 (Remele N 21-a). 33 mm. bleck Norlhern R.R. N.Y. ly ing US 11 10 cover from Melone,
N.Y., 10 Burlington , VI., Jun e 30, 1853.

As Henry Flint put it in 1868: "the country through which the greater
part of this road passes is not remarkable for its fertility. Indeed, compared
with the rich soil of the Western Country, or even wi th that through which the
New York & Erie RH. and the New York Central H.R passes, it is a barren
and sterile region . And yet the local business of th e line has increased year after
year, and th e local traffic of the whol e line is now profitable. The design in
opening th e line as a through route, was to draw W estern produce, arriving
at Ogdensburg from Buffalo and Chicago to Boston : and this ob ject was at­
tained to a reasonable extent,"

This conclusion was prematurely opt imistic as we shall soon learn . Indeed
the promoters of th e Northern H.H. mad e one fatal mistake right at the begin­
ning. If they had bridged the St. Lawrence Hivcr at Ogdensburgh, which was
clearly possible of accomplishm ent at the time, a nd connected directly wi th the
Canadian lines building to Ottawa, Toronto, and the west via Sarnia-Port
Huron, the future of the Northern RR. would have been assured. In stead they
made the short-sighted mistake of putting all th eir eggs in a ferry connection
to Canada and invested heavily in a seasonal Great Lakes navigation system
which could not op erate five months of the year and could ge t out of Lake
Ontario only by use of the W elland Canal, with its numerous short locks and
very limi ted capacity.

For its day the Northern R.H. was well built with fairly mild grades and
no curves over one degree. From Rouses Point at 91 feet elevation it crossed
The Chronicle / February 1976/ Vol. 28, No.1 49
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rollin g country to Mooer's ( M.P. 12-Elev. 170 Ft. ) . It th en started to climb the
eastern slope of the Adirondack Divide reach ing its high est point at Summit
(M.P. 37-Elev. 1050 feet) . The n it descended the wes tern slope through
Malone ( M.P. 57- Elev. 600 feet ) to the bottom of th e grade at Moira (M.P.
7l-Elev. 240 feet ). From there it crossed, with very few curves, th e rolling
flatl ands of the St. Lawrence Valley to the por t of Ogd ensburgh (M.P. 118­
Elev. 150 feet ). Hungerford repo rts th at so sure were th e promoters of the
railro ad of its future that they placed the single track to one side of the right­
of-way instea d of in the middle, so shifting could be avoided when the line was
double-tracked, which it never was. In fact local towns were very annoyed
at th e Northe rn as th e builders insisted on long tan gents for the heavy through
trains, thereby completely missing the towns of Canton and Potsdam , only a
few miles away from the line. Shops were constr ucted at Malone as well as a
large covered depot, built in 1850 by W. A. Wheeler, who eve ntually became
Vice-President of the United States. At Ogd ensburgh nearly a mile of extensive
dockage was constructed with warehouses, grain eleva tors and even a marine
railway to accommodate the supposedly vast flow of Lake traffic.

Possibly an evidence of the initi al confidence was the printing up of ex­
pensive colored and beautifully embossed advertising stationery for the dif­
ferent departments of the railroad as illustrated in Figures 3, 4 and 5.

FIgure 2. T. & M. IOI·C.l (Remele N 21-&). 28 mm. red Northern O. R.R. Mall N.Y. on cover with US 11 pen·
cancelled to Shelburne, M..... Dec. 9, 1852.

Immediately upon completion a schedule of two trains each way per
day, makin g all stops, was init iated , with a ru nning time of ~ to 5 hours. For
the fir st 11 years of operation not a passenger was killed or injure d, rules were
str ictly enforced, equipme nt was well mainta ined and th e roadbed was of
th e best. This was most extraordinary and un usual for the 1850s.

For th e first six years of its existence the Northern RB. was a principal
mail route to a large portion of Upper Canada via the Prescott fer ry . This mail
volume increased with the opening on May 10, 1854, of the 54 mile By-town
(Ottawa) an d Prescott Railway into the interior of Upper Canad a. Ogdensburgh
gateway mail was routed both directions over the Northern to Rouses Point
and thence all New England and New York. Route age nts were probably em­
ployed on Northern RR mail train from the inception or, if not, very short ly
thereaft er . Figure 1 shows an 1853 use of Northern RRN.Y. route age nt mark­
ing while Figure 2 shows an 1852 use of Northern O. RR Mail N.Y. route agent
marking.
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However, on Oct. 27, 1856, th e Grand Trunk RR. was completed through
from Bro ckvill e to Toronto, U .c., removing much of the mail volume fro m th e
Ogdensburgh route an d providing a com petitiv e route via Montreal that did not
require use of ferry o~ lake boats. .

From th e start th ere was a fai rly busy Lak e Ontario tr affic connecting WIth
the railroad at Ogdenshurgh during th e season of nav iga tion. The Lake On­
tario Express Line ran directl y fro m Lewi ston, N.Y. (near Buffalo) at 12.00
noon excep t Sun., arrivin g at Ogd ensburgh at 6.00 A.M., utilizing th e steam­
ers Cataract ( Cap t. Chapman ) and th e Niagara (Cap t. Kilby ) . The United
States Mail Line left L ewi sto n at 4.00 P.M., except Sun. , for Roch ester , Oswego ,
Sackets H arbor, Kingston , and Ogdensburgh , utilizi ng steamers No rtherner
(Capt. Child ) , Ontario ( Cap t. Throop ) an d Bay State ( Capt. Ledyard ) . In
ad di tion boats on th e Royal Ma il Li ne bet ween Lach ine and Kingston stoppe d
at Ogdensburgh ( Highlander, Ottawa, New Era and Lord Elgin) '. At Kingston
they connected with L ake Ontario boat s ( Passport, Magnet and Princess Royal)
for Toronto, Hamilton , and Qu eenston.

Of SU " f ll l \ ~c." Cl .'~ I f; $' I ",
... <J~ I.~... "..

:C" N O IH H ERN "'..r '
"OCDE NS B U RC ~

~~

.,; i,!" --~ "*
'<;.$ - k

I
~.,. .

Figure 3. Corner cerd-blue ovel-OHice of Superintendent-OHicill Business-Northern Ogdensburgh Rell.Wey­
addressed to T.P. Chandler, president of railroad in Besten. Red Ogdensburgh townmark ; red "PAID 3"; red 10
struck out by black grid in circle and red " U. STATES" exchange marking used by Ogdensburgh exchang" of·
fice on mail to Canada . Erroneously rated and marked as if addressed to Canada, then corrected. Note "charge
N.R.R." in script.

From 1853 to 1915 th e Northern Railroad and it s successors operat ed a
fleet of boats on th e Great Lak es, originally under the name Northern Tran s­
portation Co., carrying gra in, merchandise, and passen gers. Early boat s were
the Ci ty of Belleville, William A rmst rong, W . L Frost , Jacob Pierce, H . A.
Church , W . J. Averill, W ill. A. Haskell , and W . A. Short. Later under Rutland
RR control th e steel boats Bennington, Burlington, Brandon , Manchest er, Rut­
land, and A rlington brou ght traff ic to th e Ogdensbur gh line, but they were
always handicapped by th e short navigati on season and th e restrictive condi­
tions imposed by th e Weiland Ca nal. The Pan ama Cana l Act of 1915 finally
put an end to ra ilroad ownership of steamsh ip lines and th e lake opera tions
passed into limbo.

The first ferry to Pr escott was nam ed th e Transit and was followed by th e
car-float s A nnex, Jumbo and Charles Lyons. In 1888 th e ferry was organized
separately as th e Canadian Pacific Transportati on Co. anel it still operates the
short run between Prescott, Ontario, an d Ogd ensburgh, N.Y., connecti ng th e
Can adian Pacific with the Penn Centra l.

Shortly after th e com ple tion of th e Grand Trunk Rwy ., a wh ole endless
proc ession of viciss itudes beset th e Northern H.H., which by that time was
52 T he Chronicle / February 1976 / Vol. 28. No. I



popularly known as the "Ogdensburgh" road , although there never was much
agreement on how to spell Ogdensburg. A line from the South was completed
into Ogdensburgh in 1861 which tapped off much Lake and Canadian traffic
south to the New York Central R.R at Rome, N.Y. A line was completed from
Watertown to Norwood (Potsdam Jct.) in 1857, which, while it tapped off a
little traffic, in the long run actually helped the Ogdensburgh. But prob­
ably worst of all wer e the constant trial s and tribulations caused by overam­
bition of the Central Vermont RR which provided the Ogdensburgh's prin­
cipal connection to the East and South.

The Northern RR. had also overextended itself financially and was sold
late in 1856, upon foreclosure of the second mortgage. Bought up by the trus­
tees , it was reorganized Jan. 6, 1858, as the Ogdensburgh Railroad Co. Shortly
thereafter financial difficulties again arose and it was reorganized again June
10, 1864, as the Ogdensburgh and Lak e Champlain R.R On March 1, 1870,
it was leased to Vermont Central RR for 20 years. At this time the O. & L.C.
possessed 31 locomotives, 16 passenger cars, 8 baggage and mail cars , and 817
freight cars. Mail earnings were $10,710 per year.

.a...
/)},~a<rt/2, ~A:- <,

Flgur. 4. Corn.r cord-blu. oval-Northern Railroad Service -Ogden.burgh Slalion. Addrnsed 10 T. P. Chandl.r.
Boslon. pr.sidenl of R.R. Black Ogdensburgh town marking tying US 11. Manuscripl "Mail.d al R. Pl." (Rou••••
Poinl) in error.

During 1867 and 1868 the timetable varied greatly from a low of one
through train east and two west , to a high of three through trains in each di­
rection. However, the important train was the mail which in Sept. 1868 left
Ogdensburgh at 1.00 P.M. (m eeting connection from Ottawa via ferry) and
arriving Reus es Point 6.25 P.M. to make Central Vermont connection for Boston
and New York via Springfield. Westward it left Rous es Point at 7.15 A.M. after
arrival of C.V. night train from the South and arrived Ogdensburgh at 12.40
P.M. in time for the connection to Ottawa .

On Nov. 29, 1875, the New York and Canada RR. (predecessor of the Del­
aware & Hudson ) completed track from Whitehall to Plattsburgh and Mooer's
utilizing line of the old Montreal & Plattsburgh R.R D. & H. trains operated
over the Ogdensburgh from Mooer's to Rouses Point, 12 miles , where they
switched to Grand Trunk tracks for Mont real. This operation lasted only a year
until the Delaware & Hudson completed its own line into Rouses Point from
Plattsburgh. The D. & H. was not comp etitive with the Ogdensburg and pro­
vided a second and more direct route to New York and the Hudson Valley for
the small line.

Operations under the Vermont Central lease wer e conducted at a loss
and in 1876 V.C. did not make its payments and a receiver was appointed
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restoring the railroad to Ogdensburgh & Lake Champlain ownership April 1,
1877, with offices at Ogd ensburgh.

In 1883 the O. & L.C. leased the Lamoille Valley Extension R R under
construction from Rouses Point, N.Y., to a connection with the St. Johnsbury
& Lake Champlain R.R. at Swanton, Vt., with the obvious hope of op ening up
a through line of railroad to Portland, Me., via St. Johnsbury and th e Portland
lie Ogd ensburgh Railroad.

Figur. 5. Corner c.....- b lu. clrele-Northern ""road Transpo rta tion Off ice, 167 Broadway, N.Y., show ing old
....mbo .t . nd locomot ive silhoue"es. US 11 t ied by bl . ck New Yo rk townmark. Cover addressed to Boston .

In 1884 a controlling stock interest in th e O. & L.C. was acquired by parties
acting in the interest of th e Central Vermont RR A Board of Directors favor­
able to C.V. was elected. Payment on the bonds of th e La Moille Vall ey Ex­
tension RR was stopped and operations of th at road suspended. Finally on
June 1, 1886, the O. & L.C. was again leased by C.V., which at that time was
also leasing th e Rutland RR system.

The Central Vermont had badly overextended its resources and was in
constant financial trouble. Finally on March 20, 1896, the C.V. was for ced into
receivership and the Rutland RR became indep endent. In Jan. 1899 th e Rut­
land purchased all th e outstanding debt of the Ogdensburg & Lake Champlain
R R and assumed management. It also purchased th e Ogdensburgh Transit Co. ,
operating eight Lake steamers, and reorganized the Great Lakes boat ope ra-

Route Agent Markings of the Ogdensburgh Railroad 1850-1886 (See Plate I)
Catalog Number
IOI-A- I-N.R.R., manuscript, 1857. (Northern R.R .) . 10.
IOI-B-I -33 mm., bl ack, 1851-1857. (Nor thern R .R . N.Y.) . 30.
IOI-B-2-32Y2 mrn ., red, bla ck, 1847-1851. (Northern Railroad N.Y.). 35.
IOI-C-I-28 mm ., red , black, 1851-1857. (Northern O.R .R . Mail N.Y.) . 35.
IOI-D-I-D.Circle, 29Y2-16 mm ., bla ck , Banknote. 12.
IOI-E-I - 25 mm ., black , Six t ies, Banknot e. 9.
101-F-I -26 mm ., black. 1878. (Ogde nsburgh & Lake Cha m plai n R .R. ) . 5 .
IOI-G-I - 25 mrn , bl ack, 1872. Part ial. (Ogdensbu rgh & Lake Cha mp lain R.R.) . 6.
IOI-G-2-25Y2 mm ., bla ck, Banknote. (Ogdensburgh & Lak e Champlain R.R.) . 5.
IOI-H -I - 26 10m., black, 1878. (St. Albans & Ogd en sburgh ) . 3.
IOI-I-I - 26 Y2 mrn ., black. 1886. (St. Alb an s & Ogd en sburgh) . 4.
101-J-I -Ogd. R . R wy., manuscrip t. WYD 1863. 10.
101-K-I -Ogd. R.R. 5 cts. , manuscript , 1850 ? 25.
101-S-1-D.Circle, 22V2-14 111m. black, WYD 1867. Pa rtial. 19. (Clin ton Mills, Ogdensburgh and

, Lake Champlain R .R .- Clinton Mill s 6 mile s eas t of Cha teaugay) .
101-S-2-D.Circle, 23-14 mrn., black, WYD 1868. 19. (Allo na, Ogd en sburgh & Lake Champlain

R .R.-Altona loca ted 9 mil es west of Mooer 's.)
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5.100
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ROlISes I'oint- Chal eau ga y. N.Y.
R ou ses Po inr -c-Ogd en sbu rgh , N.Y.
Rouses Poin t-e-Ogd e nsbu rgh , :'-l .Y.
(Age n t pay of $1.400 per yea r listed -p ruha b lv
Rou ses Point- Ogdensb urgh . N.Y.
Rou ses I'o int-Ogd en sbu rgh . N .Y.
(Nor thern R .R.) Sam e

Same
(O gdenslm rgh &: Lak e Cba m plain R.R. ) Same
(Ce n tra l Vermon t R.R.) Sa me excepl 9 ro u nd t r ip s per week.
(O gd ensb u rgh & Lake Cha mp lain R.R .) Sam e.

Con. No .
1252
1252
1128
1128
1123
1123
1123
1137
1022
1242
60:-;3

Da te
1850
1851
1853
1854
1857
1858
1861
1866
1870
1874
1878

tio ns as th e Rutland Transit Co . In ord er to connect with the O. & L.C. th e
Rutland built a 37 mil e line from Burl ington lip the str ing of Lake Champlain
Islands to Rouses Point, N.Y.. in th e yea rs 1898-1901.

W e will not go into the 20th Century with th is outline excep t to say that
the O. & L.C . continu ed as part of the Rut land RH. right up to th e end . The
Rutland never had any great success and was once under New York Ce ntra l
control , once under New Haven H.H. con tro l, frequently indepe ndent and fi­
nally in the hands of a receiver as a freigh t only operation.

The New York Central R.H. ut ilized a 36 miles segmen t of th e O. & L.C.
between Norwood and Malon e to run its freight tra ins to and from Mont real
via the St . Lawrence D ivision, avoid ing the stee p grade s on th e Adironda ck
Division south of Malone.

The problem s of the Rutl and n .R. in the 1950s and the construction of the
St. Lawrence Seaway fin ally dealt the last blow to the embatt led Ogd ensburgh
line and it was tom lip for scra p in the late 19.50s. The only remainin g memory
is th e 34 mil e segment from Norwood to Malone "..hich was purchas ed by the
N.Y.C. at th e time of aba ndonment and remains a piece of the Penn Central
until such time as Conrail can lose it in the political witches' pot that has be­
come th e graveyard of many Eas tern lines which deserve a far better fate.

Mail Contracts wIth Post Office Department
Miles

45
119
119

I Wo agents)
119
119

Route Agent Listings
Ogd ens bu rgh -s- Rouses Poin t, N .Y .

O tis Smi th-186 1. 03. 65. 67 ; Edward Du nton -c- l Bfi l , 03. 6~

Ogde flsbu rgh . N .Y- S/. Albans, Vemum/.
H ira m T. French 1869. 71 . 73. 75. 77. 79. HI; R. S. Howe 1869 . 71. 73
Darw in K . G ilson 1869.71. 73. 75. 77. 79. 81; Ja mes H . Gracey 1875. 7i. 79. II I
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PLEASE NOTE THAT WE'VE MOVED!

POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL
We speci a lize in covers of the w orld . We have a compre hensive stock of
Confe d e rate cov ers. In United States. we stock Trans- Atla ntic, Registered,
Special Deliver y and other special usages. We usua lly have a few Terri­
toria ls and Westerns , and we are strong in Hawaii.
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A
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THE 3¢ STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
1851-1875 Issue Carroll Chase

c c
~

Dr. Carroll Chase was the leading authority on the U.S. 3¢ stamp of 1851
du ring his lifet ime . He began to publish the re su lts of his studies in 1909 and in
1929 the first edition of his ma jor work was published. In 1942 a rev ised ed ition
of his book was publ ished which incorporated corrections and changes which varied
from a few lines to rewritten paragraphs. This 400-page hardcover reprint con ­
tai ns the te xt of the 1942 edition and the illustrations from the 1929 edition which
were used for their better quality. Over 100 halftone illustrations are included
along with some plating charts and diagrams.

Dr. Chase's work was so met iculous and deta iled that extensive revision in
light of subsequent studies is not required . This Quarterman edition contains a
forewo rd by Thomas J . Alexander which includes corrections, mostly typographical ,
to the ' 1942 edition along with updated information or perforation, color, earliest
dates used for each plate, so urces of p lating aids, and a bibliography of articles
on new discover ies and progress is plating made since 1942. This book is a necessity
for all U.S. Classics specialists and a useful reference for those interested in 19th
century U.S. postal history.

$30.00 Postpaid

STILL AVAILABLE:

B,09gs' CANADA $40.00 Mirabaud SWITZERLAND $35.00

Hargest LETTER POST $30.00 Blake & Davis BOSTON $30.00

Norona U.S. POSTMARKS $25 .00 Jarrett BNA $35.00

Boggs' NEWFOUNDLAND $20.00 Howes CANADA $30.00

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, AslOc. Editor
THE 34c ''TEMPORARY'' RATE BY BRITISH MAIL BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO

GEORGE E. HARGEST
On the 11 December 1861 the United States and Mexico signed a postal

convention.' Under its provisions, each country was to collect its own postage.
The rate by sea, for United Sta tes postage, was set at 10c per half ounce, seven
cents of which was sea postage and 3c inland. By th e land routes, 3c paid the
rate to the Mexican frontier. In each case Mexico collected its own postage . On
letters to the United Stat es from Mexico, the United Stat es collected 10c if they
entered by sea , or 3c if by the land routes.

In 1857 th e U.S. mails were conveyed from New Orl eans by a line under
contract to E. H . Carm ick'' with a subs idy of $69,700 per year. Carmick was to
maintain a tri-monthly service from New Orl eans to Vera Cruz, via Tampico,
Mexico . H e, however , used onl y one ship on the route, Tennessee 2d. At least
two ships were required to maintain th e service, and deductions were made
in Carmick's pay. H e also avoid ed the call at Tampico and ran straight to Vera
Cruz. After Louisiana was admitted to the Confed eracy on 4 February 1861,
Tennessee was taken over by the Confed era cy, with th e int ention of converting
her into a warship. The direct mail servi ce from th e United States to Vera Cruz,
therefore, came to an abrupt end.

On 25 April 1862 New Orleans was captured by Flag-Officer David Glas­
gow Farragut, and Tennessee was again in Union hands. On 1 Ma y 1862 the
administration of New Orleans was turned over to General Benjamin F. Butler,
and Tennessee was con verted into a Uni on warship. Whether or not the New
Orleans service to Vera Cruz was revived is not known by the author, but
President Lincoln did not sign and proclaim the postal convention with Mexico
until 20 June 1862,a which would seem to indicate th at a sea service to Mexico
exist ed at that time.

In th e May 1863 issue of the U.S. Mail and Post Office Assistant, on the
second page, the following appear ed :

Rates of Postage to and from M exico , via H avana , in the British Mail.
Post Office Departmen t
Wa shington, Apri l 16, 1863

In the absence of an y direct means of tr an sporting mail s by sea between th e
United States and Mexico, ei the r by U nited States or Mexi can vessels, as p ro ­
vide d in the postal convention between the two cou ntries , it has becom e necessary
to use , temporarily, th e British mail s as a medium of mail communicat ion . In ­
structions ha ve th er efo re been given to th e postm aster of Ne w York to make up
and forward corresp onden ce for Mexico to th e office of the British packet agent
at H avana , Cuba, for transm ission thence to dest ination , i1l t he Briti sh Mail, under
provisions of our post al conve nt ion with Great Brit ain.

The correspon de nce thus forw arded by way of H avan a , and tr an sported th ence
by British mail packet s to T ampico and Vera Cr uz-e-the two Mexican ports to which
the Briti sh packet s call-will be subjected to a comb ined United Stat es and British
postage charge of 34 cents th e sing le rat e of hal f an ou nce or under for letters ,
and 6 cents eac h for newsp ap enr---!n e-!J(Iyment required .

Corresponden ce from Mexico, conveye d to Ha van a in th e Briti sh mail , and
forwarded thence to the United Sta tes, will be subject to precise ly th e same ra tes
of United Stat es postage , on deliv ery , as ar e cha rged upon like corresponde nce
originating in Cuba and add ressed to th e United Sta tes, viz: 10 cen ts th e sing le
rate for letters, and 2 cen ts each for newspap ers.

Postmasters will tak e notice of thi s arrangem en t. and collect post age accordingly,
when the British mail is used as a medium of conveyance.

M. Bla ir,
Postmaster Gen eral

I. 16 Statutes-at-Large 1099.
? . Chronicle of th e U.S. Classic [Hiles, Vol. 25, No. I , (Februa ry 1973) 77:53 .
3. 16 Statutes-at -Large 1103.
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The mail s were sent from New York by Ame rican packets direct to Havana,
or by Briti sh packets to Havana, via Nassau, Bah amas. In 1859 the mail contract
with th e United Sta tes Mail Com pany expired." The Company did not wish to
carry th e mails for the postag e, and discont inued its service . The North Atlantic
Steamship Compan y was forme d, and among its stockholders we re th e Pacific
Mail Steamship Company and the Panama Rail road. They were backed by New
York bank ers, who had been interested in th e Collins Line. The three remain­
ing Collins line ships were purchased from Brown Brothers and Company;
Atlantic and Baltic wen t to the Panama Railroad , w hile Adriatic was held as a
reserve ship by the Pacific Mail. Di recto rs of the Company we re Aspinwall, W.
Whitewrite, [r., Charles H . Russell , Henry Ch auncey, J. T . Soutter, Edward
Bartlet t, and J. W . Raymond." Atlantic and Baltic were to ply between New
York and Aspinwall. Service was to begin in October 1859, in order to leave
no break in the mails, after the withdrawal of th e United Stat es Mail Steamship
Company.

After th e withdrawal of the United Sta tes Ma il Steam ship Company, the
Pacific Mail , Vanderbilt and Daniel H. Johnson bid on a new contract. The
contract was awa rded to Johnson, who had no ships of his own, but intended
to charter sufficient tonnage to fulfill the contract. Vanderbilt incorporated the
Atlantic and Pacifi c Steamship Company. Johnson was unable to fulfill the
contract, and noti fied the Postmaster General to that effect." The Postmaster
General then made a provisional contract with Vanderbilt to convey a semi­
monthly mail from New York and New Orleans to San F rancisco by way of
Panama. Thi s effectually eliminated the Pacific Ma il from th e mail service.
The ships of this line were not requ ired to call at Havan a. For a tim e th e ships
Baltic and Atlantic also ran to Panama via Havana, but they were "coal
hogs" and their operating costs were greater than th e Vanderbilt ships . When
it became apparent th at Vanderbilt would receive the mail contract, th e Direc­
tors of the Nor th Atlan tic Steamship Company placed th e Adriatic and Atlantic
on the New York to Havre, via Southampton, route. This arra ngement term­
inated with the sale of Adriatic to the Galway line in th e middle of March 1861.7

Th e author has found it difficult to learn th e nam es of th e American lines
that ran from New York to Havana. Th e calls at Havana of the United States
Mail line ended in 1859. Subsequ ent lines to Panama took th e windward pas­
sage and did not call there. The sixth auditor for th e Treasury for th e Post
Office made up what he called "the steamers of th e West India line," but it
includes th e steamers of at least two American lines and one Briti sh line. These
comprised Roanoke, Plantagenet, Evening Star, Eagle, Tubal Cain, Corsica,
Creole, Saladin, Columbia, Morning Star, Meloille, an d Oriole.

Th e U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant gives th e da tes of departure of
European, South Pacific, and Havana ma ils for each month. Until th e issue of
March 1863, the da te of departure of the stea mer that would carry the West
Indi a mails is indicated by an asterisk. This do es not occur again until th e issue
of March 1864. Postmaster Gene ral Dennison explains ill his ann ua l rep ort for
1864:

T he total postagcs on mails conveye d to and Irom thc Wcst Indi es a moun ted
to $59,999 18, and th e cost of transpo rting the same to and fro m Havana and
other \ Vest Iudia ports was $·1O.33i 03, being 1 9 ,fi:i ~ Ll less than the Un ite d States
po stages on th e mai ls con veyed . Heret ofore th c steamers emp loyed in this serv ice.
received as compensat ion th e gross amo un t of Uni ted Stares posta ges upon th e cor­
respon den ce tra nsported without a llowing for th e expe n ses of th e inland serv ice:
bu t no contracts were execu ted with the dep art ment , ca lli ng for the performance
of a specified num ber of tr ip s, according 10 a fixe d sched ule of sa ili ng d ays: a nd
as th c mail s th ey conveyed rece ived no grcat cr care 01 ' at tention whilc in tra nsit
than is ordinaril y given to first class fre igh t , it was cons idered proper that th c com ,
pen sation for the sea portion of the serv ice sho u ld be ad jus ted as to prevent
loss to th e postal revenues; and arrangement s were accordingly concl uded by him

4. J. H . Kemble, T he Panama Ho ut e, 1848· 1869, p . 201.
5. tu«, p. 84.
6. Ibid., p . 85.
7. George E. H argest, Hi story of Lett er Post r.mn lllunicat ion Bet tueen the Uni ted States
and Euro pe, 1845·1875, p. 127.
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with the proprietors o f all of th e steamshi p lines. excep t two, p lying between
Ne w York a nd Ha van a , for a fixed com pe nsa tion by the trip of $12!'i eac h way, or
250 per round tr ip , if not exceed ing th e Un i ted Sta tes posta ges on th e mails

conveyed . T he p rop ri e to rs of two o f the stea msh ip lines in question decl in ed to
acced e to this rat e, cla im ing th at they wer e en t itled under provisio ns of the 4th
sec tion of th e ac t o f J une Iii, ISliD , which a u tho r izes the Post m ast er Ge ne ra l to
ca use the ma ils to be tra nsp ort ed between the Un ited Sta tes a nd any foreign port
or ports, by stea ms h ips , a llow ing therefor th e sea a nd in la nd postage if by an
Am erican vessel , a nd t he sea postage if hy a foreign vessel. T he provisio ns of th is
sect io n have no t been co ns trued as requiring th e Postm aster Ge ne ra l to all ow the
sea a nd in land posta ges on mails co nveye d . to all American vessels. bu t sim p ly as
lim it ing th e com pe nsa tion in allY case to tha t amou nt.

Not only was th e Postm aster General faced with the cutting off of the
dir ect communication with Vera Cruz, but also with the fact th at the service
to Havana might prove inadequat e. As a precaution he revived the British mail
rate estab lished by th e additiona l art icles to the U.S.-British trea ty of 1853,8
whi ch provided for th e conveyanc e of letters to Liverpool and from Southamp­
ton by th e Royal Mail line to St. Thomas, and by Colonia l packet to destination.
Thi s provision had not been used on mai l to the West Ind ies since 1854, al­
though it still remained in effect. Ch eaper rat es and shor ter rou tes had re placed
it.

Oec. /,f" IT ":5

Fig ure I
Because di rect com mun icatio n with Vera Cruz no lo nger existed in May 1863 , a British mail rate was introduced
as a "temporary rete ." It con s iste d of lOc U.S. po stage and 24c British for a total of 34c per half ou nce. Mail
w as sent to Havana, and thence by British inter ·colonial packet to St. Thomas, and thenc e to Vera Cruz by the
British Royal Mail line . The above co ver is a double rate lette r by th is route . The rate lasted until February 1866
- a lon g per iod fo r a"te mporary" rate .

The July 1863 issue of the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant , page 3, con­
tain ed th e following announcement :

Al so, le tt e rs post ed in th e Un ited Sta tes whi ch the senders may desire to
tra nsm it Ilia th e Uuitrd Kingd tnn. a nd thence 1)\' mean s of Briti sh Mail Packet s,
to the foll owing Fo rei gn Possession s in th e West Ind ies . ,""c. viz: St . T homas, St .
Cro ix , St. Eustat iu s, St. M art ill , Cayenne, M art ini que, Guad alou pe, Surinam , Cu ra·
cao, Porto Rico , a nd th e M m qu ito T erritory . will he su bjec t to a . . . rat e of forty­
five cents (U.S. a nd Br iti sh postage) prepayment required .

This rate, however , does not appear in the Table of Postages to Foreign
Countries.

The whole affa ir appear s to be a "tempes t in a teapot." The Auditor for
the Treasury for the Post Office Dep artment lists man y ships sailing between
New York ancl Ha van a and the amount of U.S. postage allowed them. Most of

8. 16 Stat u tes-a t- Large 811.
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these do not appear in the schedule of departures in the U. S. Mail as they
sailed irregularly according to no scheduled dates.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover from the famous "Hargous" correspondence.
It is franked with a pair of 24c red lilac and two 10c, type II, stamps of the 1861
issue. There is a lead pencil "68" at upper right, and before the middle of 1860,
this would probably have indicated the postage paid, because, at that time
postage stamps were not required on foreign letters. This was a double 34c
rate for a letter weighing over one-half, but not over one ounce. When this let­
ter was posted, however, stamps were applied and required. The cover bears
in magenta-red a manuscript "48." This was a double rate credit to the British
office. The cover is also endorsed "pr Steamer Morning Star via Havana," The
list of sailings of the West India line, as developed by the Auditor of the Treas­
ury for the Post Office Department, shows that Morning Star sailed from New
York on 20 November 1863, and arr ived back in New York on 28 November
1863.9 The proprietors of the line , who ever they may have been, accepted the
$250 offered by the Postmaster General for the round trip, which indicates
that the value of the postage was at least that amount. When this letter reached
Havana, it was sent to St. Thomas by British Colonial packet. There is on the
reverse a ST THOMAS/with double semi-circle at bottom dated DEC/15/1863
applied in blue ink, which Birch10 states is a transit marking. From St. Thomas
it was sent by British Foreign Colonial Packet to Vera Cruz. In a map, Heath"!
shows the route of these packets, as making a long arc from St. Thomas, which
passed about half-way between Havana and the Florida Keys. At Vera Cruz
the letter was delivered into the hands of Mr. Francis Gifford, Vice-Consul, who
was in charge of the British Postal Agency . This 34c rate paid to destination and
no Mexican postage was collected.

The Postmaster General, when he announced the rate, held it to be a "tem­
porary" rate. It, however, was in force from May 1863 until February 1866. In
July 1865, the U.S. Mail announced in its sche dule of steamship departures a
"Mexican" line and the destination of the mails is given as Havana and Vera
Cruz. This line continued to run , and is sometimes shown as the carrier of West
Indian mails, and under contract to the U.S. The July 1873 issue of the Postal
Guide shows this line und er the proprietorship of Alexandre and Sons. Whether
or not they were the proprietors in 1866 is not known to the author. At least,
they received a mail contract from the United States, and the 34c British mail
rate was deleted in February 1866.
----~

9. Appendix to the R eport of th e Postmaster Gen eral for 1864. R eport of the Sixth Auditor
of the Treasury for th e Post Office Department, No . 40, p . 121.

10. J. Alfred Birch, Postal Hi sto ry of th e United States Vir gin Islands (fo rm erly th e Danish
West Indies) , American Philat eli c Societ y, 1966, as reprinted in Richard Wolffers, Inc. Auction
Catalogue, No. 42, p . 38.

II. John M. Heath, "T he British Postal Agenci es in Mexico City, Vera Cruz and Tampico,
1825·1876," Pamphlet published by Rob son Low e, Ltd . Inside front cover.
THE CUNARD SAILING SCHEDULED FOR 13 MARCH 1861
FROM NEW YORK

WALTER HUBBARD

When compiling a list of the Cunard Company's sailings from Boston and
New York for the years from 1860 to 1869, no arrival at either Queenstown
or Liverpool appeared to have been made to match the sailing date from New
York of 13 March 1861. On the assumption that the Cunard packets could not
sail from New York without first getting there, an extract of their sailings
from Liverpool or Queenstown showed that the sequence for the first three
weeks in March should have been America, Australasian and Niagara , and that
as America sailed from Boston on 6 March and Niagara on 20 March, Austral­
asian must be the missing one.

On Australasian's arrival at New York on 2 January (1861), it was reported
that she had encountered a severe gale, wh en she had boats stove in, lost
bulwarks, and had one man overboard with several injured, "The vessel does
not appear to have been strained but will be thoroughly examined" wrote
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The Times correspondent from Liverpool. Sailing from New York on 16 Janu­
ary, she made th e re turn trip safely, this being the first occasion that the Cunard
eastbound mails had been entrusted to a screw stea mship. She sailed again from
Liverpool on 16 F ebru ary , but fifteen days later, and about three days after
she was du e at New York, she put back into Queenstown, having lost tw o of
her screw fans (whatever they may be). Her mails and passengers were im­
mediately transferred to th e Cunarder Arabia, which had sailed from Liverpool
on 2 March, and thus "th ey were forwarded withou t an hour's delay."

This accounts for Australasian's non-arriva l at New York, but what hap­
pened to th e mails she should have brought back? Well, Adriatic (ex Collins
Lin e), just sold by th e Nor th Atlantic Stea m Ship Comp any to the Galway Line,
sailed from New York on 13 March on her way to Southampton to be docked
and surveyed prior to takin g her place in her new owners' line, and it was she
who brought Australasian's mails. She landed them at Queenstown on 23 March
at 0300 hours, before going on to reach Southampton early on 24 March -just
another incident in her varied career. This is, I think, the only occasion in this
decade on which th e Cunard Comp any did not have one of th eir vessels avail­
able on the scheduled sailing date.

FIgure 1

The cover illustrated in Figure 1, prepaid 24 cents with a pair of the 12
cents 1860 Plate III , was posted in Waterloo, N.Y., on 11 March (1861). It
has a New York credit of 19 cents for British packet and two backstamps­
STAPLEHURST A MR 24 61 and TE NTERDE N A MR 25 61. As America
sailed from Boston on 6 Mar ch and Niagara landed her mails at Queenstown
on 2 April, this cover must have been intended for Australasian, but carried , in
fact, by A driatic. No other sailing fits the mark ings.

Prof. Hargest says in his book" that Adriatic sailed from New York on 13
March 1861 "as British steamer for delivery to Galway Line" and he also lists
her as a packet sailing on the same day for the Galway Lin e. I should have
guesse d that th ese two quotations would not be as contradictory as th ey sound,
and, in fact, they get very near the tru th. Adriatic was a Briti sh stea mer being
delivered to the Galway Line and, although they were the Cunard mails she
carried , she did sa il as a packet on 13 March.

Prior to the early seventi es, the Cunard mails were normally carried
only on the sche dule d sailing dates, bu t the Company was committed to mak-

eGeorge E. Hargest , History of Lett er Post Communication, pp. 127 and 1~2.
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ing fifty-two round voyages in the year. The cover illustrated in Figure 2 is
annotated "Friday 29 March," has a red BOSTON BRPKT. mark 2.-MAR 19
(similar to Blake 794 but date over month over credit) and backstamped
BRECHIN AP_4 6_. The Cunarder Europa sailed as an "extra" from New York
on Saturday 30 March 1861, to arrive at Liverpool on 13 April. Although the year
date is not clear, 29 March was a Friday in 1861, the stamp had not been issued
by March 1860 and although Boston was not strict about rejecting obsolete
stamps, the sailings by British packets in 1862 and 1863 just do not fit the
markings. It looks, therefore, as if this cover was carried by Europa, the Cunard
Company being determined, perhaps, to maintain their schedule of fifty-two
mail trips in the year.
References: The Times of 1861-63.
THE REDUCED PACKET RATE ON BELGIAN MAIL, 1849
CHARLES J. STARNES

The provisions of the Anglo-Belgian treaty of 1844, with reference to U.S.­
Belgian mail, have be en discussed by George E. Hargest.' This tr eaty set the
total British charge for carriage from the Belgian to th e U.S. frontier, or vice
versa, at Is . 8d./~oz. (Ish. packet rate + 8d . territorial transit) . The packet rate
was defined as the rate charged inhabitants of Great Britain on letters to or
from colonies or countries beyond the sea . Now, to quote Dr. Hargest:

When the United Slates-British tr eaty became effective in Great Britain, the
packet rate was reduced to &1.. and according to Article XXIV of th e Anglo­
Belgian convention. should hav e immediat ely reduced th e rate be tween th e
United States and Belgian frontiers to Is. 4d . by British packet , and to 8d . by
American packet. No covers pa ssing betw een th e United States and Belgium
during this period. however. have been seen. and it is not known wh ether this re­
duction was immediately recognized.

The period referred to was from 15 Feb. 1849 (from U.S.) or 30 Mar. 1849
(from Belgium) to 1 Feb. 1850, the effective date of a new Anglo-Belgian treaty
setting a new total British charge of Ish. by British packet.

Fortunately, we are able to illustrate a usage of the reduced packet charge
on a prepaid open mail cover from Anvers (Antwerp) 12 Sep. 1849. It is a
printed prices-current of Nottebohm Bros., with their ms, letter written on a
blank side. The reverse of the folded cover shows in red crayon the postage

1. Chronicle 55: 74-78; 58: 72; Letter Post Communications, etc., 99-102.
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paid in Belgium, "4/ 16-20," 4 decimes Belgian int ernal for letter less than 10
grams and 16 decimes foreign postage for a total of 20 decimes. The front is
marked with a red boxed PD and black ms. "114," Ish. 4d. (16 decimes) credit
to Britain , 8d. tran sit and 8d. packet. At the Boston office, the black handstamp
"5" was applied-Sri U.S. inland du e from addressee, since the letter was carried
under the open mail provisions of the U.S.-British treat y.
SELLING?
SATISFACTION SPEAKS!

Don't take our word for it-read what our clients have to say about selling
through our public auctions ...

"T han ks for the results. My client will be exceedingly happy with the prices . . .
as her check after com mission is still mo re than the gross figure that 1 told her
would bring. A nd 1 do appreciate the promptness right on the button, just as 1
used to pay people when 1 was an auc tioneer." H.H. Jr.

"1 still believ e that ou t of the many firms 1 (have) dealt wi th in th e past, you
rank the highest in courtesy. 1 will not hesitate to re turn in the future." S.H.T.

"Mus t say that 1 was very w ell pleased with th e prices realized on v irtually all
of m y lots in this sale. 1 think that your auction catalogs are prepared in a first
class manner which inclu des th e descriptions and illus tra tion." G.M.B.

Put our knowledge and experience to work for you. Choose the auction firm
that consistently realizes prices commensurate with todays active market through
careful cataloging and lavish illustrations, followed by prompt payment and always
courteous service . . . KAUFMANN'S

APS
SPA
CSA

USPCS

Jobn ~. 1Saufmann, Jnc.
Auctioneers of Rare Stamps

1010 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005

(202) 638-5658
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SIHHY JACOBS
HAL F HI LL ION HI L ER

478613 ..._ ."HCf 1972

Thars why we'll travel anywhere in the continental United States to
discuss your collection. We are constantly searching for QUALITY
United States and Foreign.

An Important Fact to Consider

BEFORE YOU SELL YOUR COLLECTION­
Sensible Collectors Sell Through Auction

because

Serious Collectors Buy There!!!

If you have been contemplating the sale of your collection , call us collect at 617­
227-2770 for an appointment. We will be pleased to d iscuss your holdings, or if you
so desire, we will travel to your home, ban k or office. Cash pa id on the spot, or
we will place your collection in Auction. WEST COAST co llector s wishing to dispose
of their collections can contact our agent : JULES CHARLES WATERS CO. at 415-387­
4634 (collect).

THE MAJORITY OF COLLECTORS FIND THE PROPER PLACE
TO DISPOSE OF THEIR COLLECTIONS, IS WITH

148 STATE ST., BOSTON, MA 02109

APS SPA BIA ASDA AFDCS

Our Auction Catalogue Is FREE For The Asking!
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 88
Figures 1a and 1b show th e problem cover from the last issue. The writer

was with th e late H enry A. Meyer in his second-floor stamp den in Evansville ,
Indiana, about nin e years ago with th is item in hand, discussing it. As pre­
viously written , it had been sold as a wrappe r showing a strip of five of the 5c1­
green Confederate States of America ( Sc. # 1), and nothing else wa s appa rent.
Teacher Meyer was not only stimu lating to his high-sch ool stude nts in Evans­
ville, but was mentor to man y in the philatelic wo rld , including the wr iter. H e
was always keenl y interested in Civil War Per iod items , and one of his first
lessons concerning th em was to look un der the stam p, ope n papers up and
look at both sides, and try to figure out who put the stamps or markings on
the cover , and what they signify? Henry did this with thi s item an d unfolding
it , and using st eam from a kettle to separate parts glued together , disclosed the
inside with th e Tuscumbia markings. Usin g a special light bulb H enry found
that the address and the "nine cents post" were all in the same ink , but the '59
in th e Tuscumbia cds was different.

...

:J'f&,d,.JM/Jr·~~ ...

(jii}il-b4/p>a:

H~~

..... ,.

Figur.1b
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The Tuscumbia, Alabama Postmaster Provisional, Sc. #12XU1, used in 1858,
is listed only in dull red. Similar markings used during the Civil War from Tus­
cumbia, Postmaster Provisionals 84XUl-6, (with "5" ) are listed only in red or
black, and the 1929 Dietz Postal Service does not list a blue cancellation from
Tuscumbia. The Tuscumb ia marking on the problem cover is in blue and there
is a quartered cork cancellation tying the 12¢ stamp in the same blue. A study
of the postal markings available at Henry Meyer's house, and subsequent
checking by Dick Grah am, the writer, and others indicated that the font with
serifs of the Tuscumbia cds at the upper left was of the period of 1885-90. The
conclusion was that the Tuscumbia portion is an elaborate fake, although the
mystery remains as to how and why it was hidden inside of an otherwise legit­
imate item.

The Confederate portion of the wrapper is interesting because few covers
during that period are known from Pulaski, although it was the largest town
(and court house) in Giles County , Tennessee, located near the Alabama
border on the Tennessee and Alabama RR, almost directly south of Nashville.
S. J. Rogers was the Union postmaster there until May 31, 1861, and since this
portion of Tennessee .was pro-Southern, undoubtedly the Confederate postal
system started in operation at that time, and Confederate hand-stamped paids,
both 5¢ and 1O¢, are known. The Pulaski cds used at the Confederate post
office was the same one used at that post office in the late 1850s, but not the
same as the one used when the post office was reopened during the middle of
the War. Two towns south of Nashville, Murfreesboro and Shelbyville, were
reopened April 21, 1862, but Columbia, to the west of Shelbyville, was not
officially reopened until 1864. However, Union mail from Columbia is known
in 1862 and 1863 and the post office was appa rently reopened and closed with
both sides using the post office when the town was in their control, as at Win­
chester, Virginia.
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS..

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Rid.. Road

Short Hili., N.J. 07071

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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Pulaski could show a similar pattern but very few covers are known, and
none of them showing reuse of the same postal devices. Pulaski was probably
abandoned by the Confed erate .forces in April 1862 after the Battle of Shiloh.
A northern strip of Alabama including Decatur, Huntsville and Stephenson
(along th e Memphis and Charleston RR) was more or less in Union control
from May 1862 on. The conclusion was that the Confederate portion of this
wrapper is legitimate in every respect , that the weight was five times that for
the single rate, and that the date of lise was February 1862. Collectors inter­
ested in occupation covers might be on the lookout for Union mail with this
Pulaski, Tennessee cds. Based on recent auction realizations for such material,
it would be a valuable cover.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
The problem cover for this issue is shown in Figure 2 and is a cover with

two copies of the 1¢ 1857 stamp, and one copy of the 1¢ 1861 stamp tied by a
cut cork cancellation in black and with an Old Point Comfort, Va. cds. The
cover is addressed to Lockport, Kentucky, and contains a letter written from
Daulton (sic) , Georgia, dated December 1, 1863. We ask our readers' comments
on this use of demonetized stamps and explanations of how the cover got from
Georgia to Kentucky during the Civil War.

We also ask our readers to send in some problem covers of their own. Please
do not send in the actual covers, but instead send a black and white glossy pho­
tographic print and pose the qu estion pertaining to the cover. Answers to prob­
lem covers and suggestions for future ones are needed within a few weeks
after you receive your Chronicle, and should be sent to the Editor's Cincinnati
P. O. Box.

Figure 2
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