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Publioation date of Issue No.9, September 29, 195'0; one copy free to members; ex­
tra oopies to members, 35 cents; price to no~members, 50 cents. All net income
above out-of-pooket cost acorues to the Unit. Ie Editor and. oontributors serve
wi thout pay. The philatelic press may copy artioles herein, exoept the A. G. Hall
list of railroad markings, provided proper credit is given.

As it is d,esired to limit the number of plates of illustrations to two, it hli~not

been possible to include in this issue the material on odd obliterations and on
numerioal markings submitted by Mr.. Wilbur W. pavis. Certain other illustrations
of markings mentioned in this issue will also appear in the next issue.
VARIETIES AND SYMBOLS

As more fully set forth in Issue No. 1, the follOWing symbols are used:

81 The imperforate orange-brown stamp with four outer frame.. linesJ Soott's No.
llb.

82 The imperforate stamp, principally in the reddish shades, with four outer
frame lines; Scott's N'os. 11 and lla.

S3 The perforated stamp with four outer frame-lines; Scott's No. 25.
84 The perforated stamp with outer frame-lines at sides ota.y, discontinuous

between stamps; Scott's :No. 26 "with discontinuous side liIles."
85 The perforated stamp With outer frame-lines at sides only, continuous

between stamps; Scott's ~b. ~6.
The subvarieties of each, designated. as types, lire described in Issue No.1.
Descriptions of the markings illustrated on the Plates indicate blackoo1or un­
less otherwise stated.
IDENTIFYING TEE SIX DIFFERENT RELIEFS OF THE 30 1857 TYPE II STAMP
by Towner K. Webster R. A. No. 29

As readers of Dr. Chase 1 s book on the 30' '51-' 57 stamp know, the differeIlC:es lZJ,
the stamps made fram impressioIls of the various reliefs on the plates are prin­
cipally oaused by removal frOm the individual embossed reliefs of traoes of the
tesselated background that extended into the colOrless medallion oval wheiJ, tpe die
WliS mlide. These extra parts of the design shOW on d,ie proofs but they do not ap- .
pear on the stwmps. Certain other slight changes were also made on thereliefs~

As the relief touch-u.p was by hand, minor differences occur in the stamps. These
8:tl1ible us to tell, in many cases, from what raHst the plate position was entered.
It is more 4iffioult to identify the reliefs that made the Type II positions (ou.r
S4 and SS) than those thatIIladeType t (ourSl; S2 and S3) because certliin reliefs
on the roller: associated with the fOl'nler stamps olosely resembled each other.
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Identifioation of the reliefs, therefore, must often involve various gradations
rather than specifio clean-cut faots. It would be so much better to be able to
say that a spaoe on one relief waa 1/2 millimeter and another that it was a milli...
meter., but the degree of inking, theolarity ot ~Jllpressi.on fi.nd other things ~ve

to be taken, into consideration. In other words, preVious olinioal experienoe is
neoessary to enable a doctor tomalee diagnoses and. previous experience in looking
at a great many Type II stamps is necessary in influencing one's judgment as to
whl·oh relief made the plateimpressiont~tproduoeda partioular stamp.

It is obvious that oanoellations may obliteratemaDY ot the deter.miningfaoto~s

anA that foggy impressions and. shifts make it impossible to dete~ne tho relief
aoourately in every oase. However, I'd say About four out of five of the stamps
oan be identified with reasonable assuranoe.

It is probabl~ that all of the plates of the Type It stamps were made from a re­
lief ro-ller odn'baining 6 reliefs arbitrarily labeled from A to F and that the
first 6 raws were rocked in from the top, using Ato F reliefs oonseoutively.
Then the 7th to 10th tows were rooked in, using theteHefs ftom C to F.

Dr. Cll~.se gives d,esoriptions of these reliefs ~1'l his revised edj.tion of THE 30
U. S. STAMP. r find it easler from my poin--t of View to use somewhat different
factors in determining these reliefs.

I am apt to approaohthe problem by the prooes# of eli¢natioll. in which the six
reliefs divide themselves as follows in aooordance With the ease of iden.tifioation:
First, the"~" relie,t'iSeoond, the liD" relief; Third, the "E" and "F" combined,
Fourth, the "B" and "C" combined.

The "Alf relief is the eastest of all. It has three olearly identifying marks on
most all of the stamps. The most obvious is the damaged transfer over the lower
left rosette. This has been retouched in many i~t~lI.ces, but i,n alm.ost every case
.it is olearly marked and will not be oonfused with the normal stamp. Second, it
has a position dot in the upper right hand corner whioh clearly shows on most
copies, and third, there is a rel:lef' break in the inne,r line defining the oval
direotly over theseoond "E" of "THREE."

The second easiest relief to identify is the "D" relief' in which th innet line 0

detining the oval at the bottom. is very muoh lighter at the bottom. for about 15
of arc than the line further up on eaoh side, espeoially on the right side" All
other relief's havothe inner line heaVier or of equal strength at the bottom of
the bust.

The "E" and "F" reliefs ininostoases· have a break in the tesselated work just
underneath the oval and over the "c" of "CENTS" !i.lt:hough sometimes this break oan­
not be disting~iflhed in the. "FI

' relief. Generally, this break is def'initely
larger in the "E" than the "F, "but the "F" oan frequently be distinguished from
the "E" ·relief in that the vertioal line of the lower left triangle is heavier
than it is in the "E" relief. This vertioa1 line is not always heavier than the
one in the I'E" relief',but in no oo.se is the "Etl heavier than the "F. It

Whera the "FII relief is used for the 6th row, therois sometimes 0. position dot in
the lawer right corner of the stmp.p. When this dot ocours where there is already
heavy i,nking on the stamp, the dot will not be vi.si,ble. When the "F" relief is
used fot the iOtl1 raw, quite frequently there is a short guide line in the lower
left corner adjacent to the left frame line.
------
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E'lren better than the break in the tesselated work in distinguishing "B-*'rmd "e"
trom "E" and "F" is that the amount of erasure in the white spaoe at the top ot'
~he oval is less than it is on the "E" and "F." In other words, there is les~
vthite spaoe between the inner and outer lines defining the oval for about 1/4" at
the top of the "B" and "C" than there is on the "E" and "F." .

Thedisting\rl.shing of the "B" ttomthe "e" roliet' is not too difficult because the
innor line of the oval at the bottom of the stampi st'urther extended at the lett
on thenB" than it is on the "C." Also, in the "B" reliet there is a taint line
at the right of the tesselated work beginning attbe upperrlghtrosette and ex·
tending down about 1/2" whioh almost looks as it it were delioately reout and is
oooasionally oontused with some of thereout inner linea. The attaohed photo­
graphs showr these varied differences in a somewhat exa.ggerated form. They are not
nearly as ole~r as the outs would indioate. (See Nota at bottom at page 9.)

J;n noting the reliets at a large number at these stamps, the perceIlta~e i~ ~p­

'proximately as follows: 10% are "A~" 10% ar.e _"B" and 20% are "c, If "D, ii "E" and
"F, It exoept that there will frequently be fower "A" reliefs than 10% due to the
fact that the oatalog lists these at a higher price than the normal stamps and
many at the "A" reliefs will have been identifi·ed and extraoted from any except
unpioked lots.
Summary of Desoriptions at Reliefs -- See Illustrations on Plate 1

Relief A: Dot at 1, located at left of top vertica.l line a,nli appearing to join
the line. The white spaoe at 2, whioh on some copies has "been retouohed
on the plate. The inner oval line is strong at right of 4 but termi...
nates and disappears at lett of 4., though oncleo.:r1y printed copies it
may showtaintly toward 3.

Relief'. B: The outer oval line 'bUlges downward at),. so as to reduoe the width of
the oolorless oval. There is a veryf'aint vertioal, lin,e from 2 to 3.
This appears on the die proot, but oniy stamps from relief B show it
with any distinctness. Inner oval line is distinct at right or 4, but
it disappears at lett of 4.

Relief C: Tho outer ova:! line bulges downward at 1. Innet oval line terminates
at 2, which is farthor to the Fight than point 4 of Reli·ef B"

Relief D: The i,:p.ner oval Una is veryfa1nt between. 1 and 2, but it is notioe­
ably strong between 2 and 3.

Relief E: Apart of the baokgroundhas been out away dow'nvlard betwee11 1 a.nd 2.
Tlle outer oval bulges upWard at 3; th.is oauses the oolorlessoval to
appear wider at that point.

Relief' F: A vertioal line at 1 detines the left edge of the loWer lett triangle
but it is slightly to the right ot the extreme left ends of the upper
curved and bottom straight lines that detine the tri,a:pgle. The line
i tselfis thin, and it does not resemble the usual "reout" line. The
outer oval is broken between 2 and 3.
Editor's Not9: Wllen submitting this article :Mr. Webster had the kindness to say
"tlillt he will gladly oheok over any relief samples that Jilembers of our Unit may
oare to sub:ID.itto him as a result of reading the artiole. Therefore, it any mem­
ber feels incliJ:J,eci to select six stamps th~tp.e believes represont the six .
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rolie.t'sg Mr. Webster will tell him whioh ones El,re correotlyidentU'iod. Thus,
under Mr. Webster's tutela.ge, eaoh member may aoon awn a master sample from oach
of the re11eta ..
OUTER FRAME LINES ON Sl AND S2

Supplemonting Mr. C. W. Remele' s dCl,ta on this s~bjeot (see Issue No.5), the fol­
lowing informa.tion has been reoeivedfrom the two members named. Tho tabulation
shows the number of frame lines that appea.red when an unpioked lot was examined.

Mr. W. 8. Anthony's Lot -­
a business oorrespondenoe
of folded letters

Number of
Frame Lines

4
3-3/4
3-1/.2
3-1/4
3
2-1/2
2 or less

... - - Sl ­
Number

of Stam,ps
20

6
6
8
5
5
1........

50

Per­
oen.t

40
10
12
16
10
10

2----100

- - - S2 ­
Number

of' Sta.IllpS
27

6
9
9

25
13

.1.
96

P,er­
oent
28

6
9
9

26
14

8---100

Mr. Anthony states: "I broke down the 8l 1a separately sinoe I have long had a
theory that the oondition of the stamps beoame progressively worse. My guess is
that people were first afraid that an inoomplete stamp would be refused by the
post offioe.· (Edj.to.r' s Note: The faot that most of the known .t'irst-day3c.' 51
covers have margins clear c;n all sides is good support for Mr. Anthonyts view-
point.) .

Mr. R. C. Burleigh's Lot -­
allan oover from family oor­
respondenoe-'from July 1851
to june 1856

Num.per of
Frame Lines

4
3-3/4
3-1/'2
3-1/4
:3
2-1/2
2 or less

Number
of Stamps

43
23
22
12
25
15
10---150

Per­
Cent

24
15
14

8
. 17

10
7-

100
BOSTON POSTAL MARXINGS

Mr. M. C. Blake reports that another example has been found of the unframed-dot
obliterator, :listed as No. 619 on Plate 35 of the Blake-DaVis book, BOSTON POSTAL
M!RE1NGS TO 1890. The newly found copy is on oover dated Deo. 11 (doubtless
l8S6.) •

Ye Editor reports the unframed PAIP, No. 527, Plate 35, as in magenta on cover
postmJi.:rked July 5 (1851). Both the known 30. firat-day OOVel"S fram Boston bear
the unft~ed PAID in black, probably No. 527. Note 614-615 (a) at bottom of page
132 of the Blake-Davis book refers to the 7-bar grid as used. in red on the cover
illustrated in the Ashbrook book on the lot ).851. stamp, Fig. 15V, page 121, Vol.
1. It il[l believedg however, that this grid is in black, as is alsoth,e straii!;ht­
line PAID. This information is obta.iz;Led from a privately oiroulated prioe list
which reoently resulted in the sale ot this part~.cu,lar30. '51 first..day cover.
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YeEditor also reports No. 616 -- the small PAID in grid a. in magenta. on oover
postmarked July 9 (1851).

Xhe magenta oolor in theinstanoes named is sometimes referred to as purplish red.
It. doubtless oomes about by applying the handstamp to the red-iDle pad after usiI:Jg the
blaok-ink pad, or vice-versa.

The Blake-Davis book oontinues to exoite admiration andacolaim. k:J.y member of
our UIlit who does not own a oOPY would do well to obtain one before the edition is
exha.usted. Severn-Wylie-Jewett Co., Portland, Maine, are the publishers. Both·
authors are Unit members.
83 IMPERF BETWEEN -- vERTICAL PAIR

Mr. Stanley B. Ashbrook reports a vertical pair of S3,imperf'orate betW'eeIl, OIl a
ll:l.rge plece of "court-house" oover (bears filereferenoa indioating legal oorres.. ·
pondenoe). The pair is tied With postmark of Jonesborough, Ind. Though this is a
oataloguedvariety, it is seen so rarely that a desoription is warranted of any
items found.
S1 FIRST-DAY COVERS - .. HOW MAlTY ABE THERE?

The splendid artiole in Issue No. 7 by Mr. L. J. Shaughnessy brought forth many
compliments. as well as the following additiona.l information:

Mr. Philip H. Ward. Jr. reports the Lowell, Mass. oover as in the Jefferys oolleo­
tio'h. It bears the blue townmark, LOWELL Ms. JUt 1 Sots PAID.. The oover is ad­
dressed toChillioothe, OhioJ it is oancelled With 7-bar grid in blue•
.

l4r. S. Co' Lyon reports that cover No. 12 -was 1Il the Goerner collection, and as
Mr. Shl:l,ughnessy sta.tes is now awned by Mrs. Clara d,eWindt.The oover is a folded
letter with stamp tied by blao~ gr.i.d. Postmark is red BOSTON 1 Jt1L 30ts. Cover
also bears unframed PAID in blaok. This checks the two Boston covers noted in Mr.
Shaughilessy's tabula.tlon because the deWindt ~over is not cover "A, I' though it
bears the same markings.

T}:le new infonnation does not increase the known number of' 30 first-day oovers as
listed by Mr. Shaughnessy.

Mrs. Clara deWindt writes thf!,t she also owns the let first-day oover illustrated
j.:p. the Ashbrook book, Vol. I, page:l20. The oover was fonnerly in the ~erson col­
leotion. From page 122 of the Ashbrook book, it is noted that three more lot
first-day oovers· are known.
COLORLESS "PAID" IN "3"

Responding to the request in Issue No. 7 to su~ttracings of oolorless "PAID"
;i.n "3" markings, Dr. B. R. Tilden sends a. tracing of the Illarki,ng used at North
Berwiolc, Me. J it ties S2. The Iflarking does not match No. 33 of Issue No. 5 as was
Sl.1ggElsted ()J:l :pa.ge 7. of' Issue No. 7• The North Berwick marking is 18 m.m. high.,
the strokes of the "3" a-ren6t so thiok, and the "p" ~s located well upward in the
stroke of the "s" instead of' toward the bottom, as is the case with No. 33 of
Issue No.5.
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Dr. Tilden's oover bears the manuscript Quaker date, Qha,raoteristio of North Ber­
wiok -- either 3 mo. 13 or 3 mo. 15. 'What a coverJ ColQrless "PAID" in "3" and
Quaker date, allan one cover bearing S21

FrqrJ1Mr. W•. C. Bennett oomes photo of a stampless cQver bearing oolorless "PliDU

iIi "3';" 19 'mm. high, from Walpole, N. H. in blue. The niarkingaomewhat res6I1lblefi
No. 33 of Issue No.5, but it is not the same beo~use its vertioal strokes of P,
I and D are parallel, which is far from the oase with No. 33 ot Issue No.5.

Mr. Bennett also sends photo of a stampless cover with a marking" similar to NOli
30 of Issue No.5, in blaok, from Watertown, N. Y., Jan. 21 (1853).

From the information thus far reoeived, it appears that the origin of No. 33 of
Issue No. 5 is still to bo disooyered. This marking was taken from page 120 of
the Ashbrook 1 ct book, Vol. II. A oareful remeasurement of the marlQ.:ng, in re­
lati on to the let stamp upon whioh it is shown, indioates its height to be 19 D'lIIL. -­
very slightly less than shown by No. 33 of Issue No.5.

Space does not permit illustration of the North Berwiok and Walpole, :N. II. mark­
ings, but they Will be illustrated in our next issue.

We still await a tracing of the colorless PAID in 3knawn to have been used with
S2 on cover from Westmoreland Depot, Vt.
T~ A. G. HALL ILLUSTRATED LIST OF BAILROAD-ROUTE POSTlIifARKS

Continued from Is sues Nos. 6 and 7, and from fotIiler .issues of "Postal' Mar~ingsII

magazine, the group hermth is recorded only if used in '\jhe 1851-1861 period.
Tlle numbering of Mr. Hall I s illustrations oonformsto his listing that was started
in "Postal Marki.ngs. "Those who wish to obtainprev:1.ous illustrl:\.tionsand listing
may do so by following the prooedu.re outlined in the prefaoe of Issue No. 6 of
this CHRONICLE.

Postmark used in pe­
riod indicated by
Color of PostmarkThe numbers re£er

to traoings on
Plate 2, here of

PastmarkRe ads

Route
Agent
Servioe
Started

Diam.
in

1851 1857
to to

1857 1861 Notes

160s. ILLs CENTRAL R R 1855

202aMItWKE & LACROSSE R.R.
216 N. HAVEl! & SPRINGFIELD

R.R.
217 NnV LONDON W & p. R.R.

218
219
220
221
222
223

1856
1845

1852
or before

N.O.J. &G.N.R.R. 1857
N.O.J. & GREAT NO. R.R. 1857
N.O.JACKSON & G.NO.R.R. 1857
N.Y. & f,OSl'ON fIrMS. & R.R.R.l843
N-Y & ERIE R.R. 1846
N.Y. &ERIE R.ROAD 1846

29 B1k

33 B1k
34 Blk

:32 Blue
B1k

34 Blk
':56 Blk
34~ B1.lc

36&;37 Blk
33 Red
29 Blk

Tracing; made by Mr. G.A 9

Hall tram oover in his col-
leotion
See No. 173

No illustra.tion
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22'4 N. YORK '&: ERIE R.R. 1846 3"3
22,5 N. YORK & ERlER.1:?. 1846 30
226 N.YORIC &: ERIE R.R. N.Y. 1846 33

Notes

No serifs on letters

Numerous ha.ndstamps with
slight variations in spao­
ing of letters

Red
Blk

BJ.lc
Blk
Blk

Red Blk
Blk

1851 1857
-too 170

1857 :L861

Blk Blk
Blk
Elk
:Blue
Blk
Red
Blue
Elk
Red
B:l,~

Red Blk
Blk

D1om.
in
rom.

1849 33
1849 30
1848 33..!.
1848 Jto

33

1848 29&30

1846 32

Route
Agent
Service
StartedPostmark Rea.ds

228 NEW YORK & ERIE R.R.. 1846 33&34

229 N.YORK &: HARLEM R.R. 1854 33
or before

230 N.YORK &N.HA.VEN R.R. 1849 32

231 N.YORK &: N.HAVENR.R.
232 !'r.YORK &N.HAVEN R.R.
233 N.YOR! &: PHI4. a.R.
234 N. YORK & PHILA.. R.R.

No.

227 NEW YOR!C &ERIE R.R.
ADDITIONS TO DR. CARROLL C~S~IS LIST OF
RAILROAD POSTMARKS

No-tesHme

Largely from tracingsma.de by Mr. C. W. Reme1e, ;t.llustrations Nos. i to 12, In­
clu~ive, represent markings apparently heretofore unpub1~shed. A similar group of
markings appears in Issue No.7, Page 6.

Size Traoing Period Used
(mm) No. 1851 1857

TITuSVILLE 2nd LINE _.. R.R. 28 1

6 blk

4 blk
5 blk

from Dr. W. S. Polland
Station-agent marking of
R\shvi lie & Cne.tl;sloq;a R.11.

Resembles No. 136 of the
A. G. Hall list but haa
s:tnaller letters.

fran R.L. Husti~

fram R. L. Hustle
The Dr. Chase list~ng

does not show the "0"
fram A. .RUbel, Jr.

Soioto &: Hooking Valley I:\.R.

blk Probably a station-agent
ma.rld.ng similar to
Fle~ngto~2nd Line of
Dr. Chase's List.

Seaboard &: Roanoke R.R.

blue
(1853 env)

blk8

1

2 blk
(185S'env)

3 blk
(1853 env)

36

32

33

30

Oval

30
, 30

SCIOTO &:HOCK VAL. R.R.

VA. & TENN. R.R.

SlJIYRNA N &: C. R.E..

FLOIU:D,A. B..R.

MILW. &: M,ISS. R.R. WIS.
OHIO & ntDIA1~ R R O.

SEAB &: ROAN R.R.
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Name
Size Tracing
(mm) No.

Period Used
1851 1851 Notes

LEXINGTON &, COVINGTON' (R.R.) 32

KENB &: PORTLAND R. R. 34-i

PETERSBURG a: R.R.RD.

MIL. &MISS. R.R.

30

34

9

10

11

12

blk

blk

blue from Mr. Stanley Be
Ashbrook) noted by Mr.
A. G. Hall in 1943 but not
illustrated

from Mr. stanley B.
Ashbrook, supplemented by
No.9 of Issue No.1.
ProbablyR.R. appears at
bottom

from Mr. A. Rubel, Jr,.
Probably Petersb~g a:
Roanoke, though could be
Richmond.

from Mr. R. L.Hustis

Note: Markings credited to Mr. a. L.Hustis are from bulletin of Wisconsin Postal
History Sooiety, "Early WisoonSin Railroad Postmarks."

Some additional notes applying to Dr. Chase's list are asfollaws:

AUGUSTA & ATLANTAR. R.
WORCESTER a: NASHUA R. R. Ms.

IRON MOUNTAIN R.R.

Reported also in red, 1851 period.
Reported by Mr. C. W. Remele in black during 1851
period. The stempis cancelled bya blaok target.
When reported in Issue No.7, page 6, it was sug­
gested this might be of the IRON R.R. Mr. C. W.
Remele has reaso~ for believing it to be of the
ST. LOUIS a: IRON MOuNTAIN R.R.

Referenoe is made, J~,_Dr. Chasels book to certain authentio railroad markings ap­
pearing only in ~cript. Mr. C. W. Ramele reports, "Macon a: Montgomery R.R."
in blaok on oove~:i~h S2 dated Mar. 4, 1856. There was no such railroad, but he
advises that there~was a postal route from Macon, Ga. to Columbus, Ga. and another
frc::lttl. Columbus to Montgomery, Ala. Mr. Remele also reports "Ma: M R.R. June 2" in
pencil on oover with S2.' Other oovers from this correspondence incij.cate this to
be for "Milwaukee & Mississippi R.R."
THE "WARD" ARTI CLES IN :MEKEEL'S

Mr. PhilipH. Ward, Jr., a member of our Unit, writes interestingly each week in
Mekeel I s Weekly Stamp News .. mostly on early U. S. His artioles hEJ.ve covered many
points of' the 30 151- 151, partiCUlarly as to the supply of blooks from different
plates, full panes, and first-day covers. Mr. Wardls oollection of unused blooks
of our early U. S. stamps is without a peer. I:f any member is not now a subscriber
to~ekeells, it is suggested that the Ward articles alone ~re a sufficient reason
for subscribing. Mr. Ward oonsistently brings to attention in an authoritative
way much information concerning U. S. 19th Century stamps, and of the early issues
in partioular.
NOTEREGARD~NG ILLUSTRATIONS OF RELIEFS ON PLATE 1

Cheok of the illustrations shows that the following should be noted:

Relief A: The apparent closing-up of the meqall~Qn oircle at the top does not
ocour. so disregard the smudge of black at that point.

Relief B: The closing ~p of the medallion oirole at the tope is not quite as m~oh

as the illustration shows.
Relief C: Same note as applying to Relief B.
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Above and at left:

Identification of Reliefs - 54 and 55
See article by Mr. Towner K. Webster
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