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RECORD BREAI(ERS!

We have been constantly breaking records for the sale of

single rarities and in the aggregate realization for a single

auction session. We've also broken all records for sales by

auction for a single year . .. over Five Million Dollars in

1975.

• • • •

We've got to have material to keep breaking records and if

you have anything worth-while to offer, we can assure you

of a strong, dependable international market for anything

of philatelic merit.

If you prefer to sell outright for immediate cash, our companion

firm, Robert A. Siegel, Inc., "The House of Classics" is ready to

purchase anything of philatelic merit. Nothing is too large for

our needs I Nothing is too smalll

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th ST.

TEL. (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED 46 YEARS



ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS
September

16/17 JOHANNESBURG: SOUTH AFRICAN COLONIES with the "E. C.
Francis" collection of Cape Triangulars, Natal, Orange Free State
rarities, Transvaal and Union of South Africa.

28 LONDON: GREAT BRITAIN-Surface Printed.

29 LONDON: GREAT BRITAIN:-Revenues.

Illustrated catalogues $3 each by ainnail.

October

7 BOURNEMOUTH: GENERAL SALE including the "T. J. Mitchell"
Africana and Overseas.

Illustrated catalogue $2 by airmail.

8 BOURNEMOUTH: POSTAL mSTORY.

Illustrated catalogue $3 by airmail.

12 LONDON: MAURITIUS with the "E. C. Francis" collection and
Seychelles.

13 LONDON: BRITISH EMPIRE.

Illustrated catalogues $3 each by airmail.

16/17 MILAN: EUROPA including the second part of the "Visconti"
Lombardy-Venetia.

Illustrated catalogue $4 by airmail.

26/29 BASLE: SPECIMEN STAMPS OF THE WORLD; the "E. C. Francis"
Sicily and other fine Italiana; Europe, including 300 classic covers
from France to Chile; Overseas, with the "E. C. Francis" U.S.A.,
fine classics of Brazil, Chile, Mexico an d Peru; Roumania with Tur
key and Levant; Gibraltar; British Empire classics, the "E. C. Fran
cis" Cape of Good Hope. Ceylon, New Zealand and St. Vincent.

Illustrated catalogues $5 each by airmail.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

Details and catalogues from:

ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTD.

V.A.T. No.: 239/4486/31

Telex: 915 410
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ENGLANDLONDON, SWl Y 5JZ,

Cables : "Stamps London SW1"

50 PALL MALL,
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SELECTED
1847 -1857 COVERS
GREGORY'S ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC EXPRESS, Fine strike of the RARE 4-line hand

stamp on 1851 F.L. from GLASGOW th ru NEW YORK to SAN FRANCISCO, an
unusual usage $250

# l-VF tied to VF cover from NEW YORK with # 15L13 tied by red st. line
"RAILROAD" pmk of PHILADELPHIA, a beauty $750

#7-Fine, tied by "SAN FRANCISCO" cds to 1855 printed circular to Baltimore,
very scarce 1¢ rate from West Coast $50

# 9 and horiz. pair #14-VG.VF, tied to FL from NEW ORLEANS to FRANCE, red
"NEW YORK AM PACKET" cds, clear transit prnks , attractive $500

#10-(Pos. 36LO), F·VF tied to entire by VF strike " U.S. EXPRESS MAIL N.Y.
SEP 9" cds , scarcer $50

# ll -Horiz. pair, VF tied to neat yellow cover to VERMONT by SACRAMENTO
CITY CAL" cds, scarce 6¢ West to East rate $50

# 15- F·VF, tied to cove r by rare "NEVADA CITY, CAL. 10 PAID APR 19 1856"
cds , stri king $1 00

# 26-tied to cover by clear "STEAMER PEERLESS FEB 26 1860" double line cds ,
gum soak around stamp, still attractive $50

#32-VG.F, tied to slightly soiled cover to Calif. by bold "BLACKBERRY STATION,
ILL" BALLOON cds , additional "MISSENT" H.S. struck twice, scarce 10¢
rate to CaI. $65

# 35-Pe rfs cut , pen cancelled on cover with "MILLERTON CAL DEC. 2 • 1860"
mss pmk , WASHINGTON D.C. unusual "PENSION OFFICE JAN 5 1861"
double line rece iving , rare official business usage $50

#35-SE at R, tied to OVERLAND MAIL STAGE COACH i1lus. yellow cover by
"SAN FRANCISCO SEP 14 1860 CAL"cds , s lig ht edge wear, a very rare
showpiece $750

# 36- 3 Horiz pairs (sl defects), tied to short paid (should have been 4x) 1858
cove r to ENGLAND by "NEW PORT, FLOR." cds, attractive despite cover
faults and rare rate $250

#38-Vert Pair, about F-VF, tied by bright red grids to yellow cover to BERLIN,
scarce red "N. YORK AM. PKT 14 PAID" cds, superb and rare $850

WHAT ELSE WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE
IN UNUSUAL U.S., CONFED., OR B.N.A. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

APS
SPA
eSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly in Feb., May . Aug ., and Nov . by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc ., at 2030 Glenmont Ave. , N. W. , Canton, Oh io 44.708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio 44711 and addit ional mailing office. Subscription price $14.00. Printed in U.S.A .
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THE 3¢ STAMP OF THE UNITED STATES
1851-1857 Issue Carroll Chase

c c
~ ~

Dr. Carroll Cha se w as the leading au thority on the U.S. 3¢ stamp of 185 1
du ring his lifet ime . He began to publ ish the results of his stud ies in 1909 and in
1929 the first edi tion of his ma jor wor k was pub lished. In 1942 a revised edition
of his book w as pub lished whi ch incor porated correc tions and cha nges w hich varied
from a fe w lines to rewritten paragra p hs. This 400-page hardcov er rep rint con
tains the text of the 1942 e dition and the illust rations fro m the 1929 ed ition wh ich
were used for the ir better quality . Over 100 ha lftone illustratio ns are included
along with some plating charts and dia g rams.

Dr. Chas e' s w ork was so meti cu lous and detailed th at e xtensive revi sion in
light of subsequen t studi es is no t req uired . This Quarte rman edition contains a
fo rewo rd by Thomas J. Alexa nde r whi ch includes co rrection s, mostly typog rap hical,
to the 1942 edit io n a long w ith updated informa tion o n pe rforation, co lor, earliest
dates used for each p late, sources of p lating aids, an d a bib liog raphy of ar ticles
on new d iscoveries and progress in pla ting made since 1942 . This book is a necessity
for all U.S. Classics special ists an d a usef ul refe rence for those interested in 19 th
century U.S. postal history.

$30.00 Postpaid

STILL AVAILABLE:

Boggs' CANADA $40.00 Mirabaud SWITZERLAND $35 .00

Hargest LETTER POST $30.00 Blake & Davis BOSTON $30 .00

Norona U.S. POSTMARKS $25 .00 Jarrett BNA $35 .00

Boggs' NEWFOUNDLAND $20.00 Howes CA NADA $30.00

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

Master Charge
Accepted

5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01897
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It's number one
with us ...
This beautiful pair of U. S. #1 realized $1,500.00 against
a catalog of $350.00 in our March 1976 auction.

Located in our nation's capitol, Kaufmann's offers
knowledgeable buyers and sellers a superior auction service
featuring outstanding U. S., Confederate and Worldwide stamps
and covers.

Prospective sellers can write for our free booklet How to
Properly Evaluate and Sell a Stamp Collection. Please
include a stamped addressed # 10 envelope.

Buyers, send us your name and address with zip code and
collecting interests to receive our next three catalogs free.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Several items in this issue deserve special mention. It is a pleasur e to wel
come Col. James T . DeVoss in a finely resear ched account of a most extra
ordinary 1847 cover in his collection. Most of th e 1851-60 sec tion is devoted to
Part II of Steven M. Roth's con siderati on of the "Too Late" marking-an im
portant contribution because it confirms some previous conclusions and alters
others. Paul J. Wolf presents va lua ble information on a new early date of use
for the Black Jack. In the 1869 sec tion Calvet M. Hahn returns wit h an in-depth
stu dy of two examples of a bisected 1869 '.2¢ used from a small New Jersey post
office. A postally significant cover from F ran ce, with many un usual facets, is
described by Clifford L. Friend in the Foreign Ma ils.

Many comments-largely favorable-on the Tnterphil issue ha ve been re
ceived and I'd like to reiterate my apprec iation to the section editors and th e
individual authors for their spl endid efforts. A few corrections are in order.
Steven M. Roth points out (in reference to th e article by Wylie H. Flack) that
Cooper's Ferry is now Camden , N.J. , in Camden County , and has been since
about 1844, although the information given is correct for the dat e (1818) of the
cover described. A more serious correcti on concerns the postmark shown in
Figure 2 in the same article, as pointed out by Jacque Houser and J. Blair
Gibbs. The apparent "L" is du e to a piece of foreign matter adhering between
the serifs of ''1'' and "A" at the bottom; ther e is no error of spe lling in th e
handstamp device. This may be establishe d by compa ring th e spacing of
"LA" on the first line with that of "IA" on th e second, and has been verifi ed
by inspection of the actual cover at Interphil.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

-OLD U.S. eOVERS-

WCS

CSA - usee - APe

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE
COVERS, MANUSCRIPTS, BOOKS AND DOCUMENTS.

"Give YOUT Collection OUT Best"
The Chronicle 91 / August 1976 / Vol. 28. No . 3 175



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
A REMARKABLE COVER:
LARGEST MULTIPLE USE OF THE 10-CENT 1847 STAMP KNOWN ON COVER

COL. JAMES T. DeVOSS
Editor's note: T he 10¢ 1847 cover described her e is a prom in en t feat u re in Col. DeVoss's
"Via Panama" collection wh ich has received in ternati on al acclai m . Awa rd s won by this co l
lecti on in clude Ch ampion of Cha mpions in 1969: a large gold in in terna tiona l competition at
Philympia in 1970 and gold for best pos ta l hi stor y; large gold a t Belg ica in 1972 and at IBRA
(Mu nich) in 1973; Prix d 'H onneu r at Stock holm ia in 1974. I ts most rece n t sho wing was in
the Class of H onor a t Interphil wher e it was awarde d th e Pr ix d'Honneu r.

The pride of owne rship and the excitement surrounding the acquisition of
a unique stamp or cover are exhilarating to say the least. But to me the research
which follows is far more thrilling. Maybe that is why I like postal history so
much. In most instances the story is not obv ious; you have to dig it out.

I'm sure that 126 years ago Amos B. Corwine and B. Midgett had no idea
that a letter they handled would become a great philatelic rarity. The unknown
third person who hand carried the letter from Peru to Panama certainly had
no inkling that he was playing a small but important part in an exciting drama.
Neither the writer who penned the letter on July 13, 1850, nor the addressee,
Barron Forbes & Co. of Tepic, Mexico, could have even dreamed that th eir com
munication would be saved from destruction and eventually becom e a part of a
postal history collection.

Figure 1. Nine 10¢ 1847 stemps on folded le"er from Liml, Peru, vii Plnlml to Tepic, Mexico. (Photog reph by
DeVOll).

With one stamp torn in half, why would anyone want to save such an un 
attractive and colorless cover ? Fortunately the remaining eight copies of the
10¢' 1847 stamp (Scott No.2) are in perfect condition with excellent margins on
all copies . Fate somehow played an important role and the item eventually fell
into philatelic hands. The stamp dealer who originally found the letter sold it to
an Arizona collector. There it remained, practically unknown to the philat elic
world, for over 25 yea rs. Having acquired th e item by pr ivate treaty, I proudly
exhibited it publicly for the first time in my "Via Panama" collection at the
second World Series of Philately held in 1969 at BALPEX in Baltimore.
176 T he Chronicle 91 / Augu st 1976/ Vol. 28, No. 3



This remarkable folded letter (F igure 1) dated July 13, 1850, originated in
Lima, Peru. It was addressed to a firm in Tep ic, Mexico, and it traveled via
Panama and San BIas, the port city for Tepic.

The unknown person who hand carried this letter to Panama turned it over
to th e U.S. Despatch Agent at Panama, paid the postage required, and departed
quietly into the night remaining anonymous forever.

Amos B. Corwine of Ohio was appointed United States Consul at Panama
on October 18, 1849. On December 6, 1849,1 Consul Corwine was also appointed
U.S. Mail Despatch Agent at Panama."

It wasn't until Ju ly 16, 1850,3 that the first United States postage stamps be
came available in Panama. On that day the U.S. Consul received a shipm ent of
2,500 ten-cent 1847 stamps. He did not, of course, know that at th at very moment
a letter was being carried from Peru which would require him to use nine of
thos e stamps. Th e postage rat e in 1850 to the United States and Mexico was
th irt y cents. Mr. Corwine also received a circular 7-grid cancelling device and
a "PANAMA" handstamp measuring about 1% inches long.

Figure 2. Speci.1 eff.ct photogr.ph showing red " PANAMA" b.n.oth st.mp. The f. lnt reel circul. r grids .r•
• Iso vlsibl •. (Photogr. ph by DeVon).

Mr . Corwine applie d the straight line "PANAMA" handstamp in red to the
upper right portion of the folded letter (Fi gur e 2). He the n proceeded to cover
th e red marking with stamps wh en he realized that it was necessary to affix
nine 10¢ stamps to pa y the triple rate. The letter contained several enclosures.
One strip of three, positions 7lR, 81R and 9IR, had to be cut apa rt so the stamps
could be affixed without covering the address. Th e remaining strips are posi 
tions 85, 86, 87R and 95, 96, 97R. All of the stamps were then cancelled lightly
with red ink by the circular grid canceler. The letter was then placed with the
other outgoing mail awaiting the arr ival of the U.S. Mail Agent from New York
who would carry it to th e port nearest its destin ation .

I. J. Collamer , Postm aster General. to A. B. Corwine, u.s. Consul. Post Office Depart
ment, Letters of th e Postm aster Genera l, vol. T ·2 (jan uary 25, 1849--)lIl y 20. 1850) .

2. Col. J ames T . DeVoss. " United Sta tes Desp a tch Age nt at Panama ," Thirt y-Second
American Philatelic Congress Book (1966) , p. 137.

3. Post Office Department, Postage Sta mps Issu ed to Postmast ers Uu ly I. 1847-June
30. 1853) .
T he Chronicle 91 / August 1976 / Vol. 28. No. 3 177



Bannister Midgett had been appo inted a governme nt agent "for the charge
and re- assortment of th e Uni ted States mails" between New York and San
Francisco, via Chagres and Panama, on January 25, 1850,4- ab ou t six months be
fore ca rrying th e mail which included thi s extraordinary let ter. Midgett is known
to have made at least th ree roun d trips as a ma il agent between the East and West
Coasts before th e en d of 1851. On this particular trip he arrived in Chagres
(Figure 3) on July 24, 1850, having made the trip aboard the Georgia, a wooden
side-wheel stea mer" belonging to the Uni ted States Mai l Steamship Compan y.
This company, chartered on Ma rch 23, 1846,6 had been awarde d the contract to
carry the U.S. mail between New York an d Chagres.

On this particular voyage the Georgia carried 79 bags of mail which
weigh ed 3,077 pounds." Midg ett was responsible for the safe transport of th e
mail across th e Isthmus. W ith th e help of Harvey Gleas on, the U.S. Consul
and D esp atch Agent at Ch agr es, he got the mail ashore, hired porters with
bungoes (na tive canoes) an d prepared to make th e hazardous journey up the
Chagr es River to Cruces. At Cruces Midgett put ashore and hired mules to
transport th e mail bags the remaining dis tance to Panam a City . D ur ing the rainy
season, with mud and mire everywhere, th e 50-mile trip frequently required
two or three days.

Figure 3. A typ ical scene at Chagres in the 1850s-unloading mail and p..sengers.

Mail Age nt Midgett was subsequently reimbursed by Post Office Depart
ment orde r dated Oc tober 11, 1850,8 in the am ount of $201 for expenses incurred
in ch ar ge of th e U.S. mail s upon th e Isthmus. This payment included seven days
per diem from his arr iva l on Jul y 24.

The payment made to New Granada by Amos B. Corwine, th e U.S. Consul
at Pan am a, in accor da nce wi th th e provisions of the Postal Convention between

4. Post Office Depart m ent .10 1/ 1"1 111/, vo l. 23 (August 27. 18ol9 -Ap ril 12, 1850) , p . 363.
5. J ohn Haskell Ke m bl e . Th e Panama R oute , 18-18-1869 (Berkeley and Los Angeles: Un i-

versity of California Pr ess. 1943) • p. 226 .
6. I bid., p. 17.
7. Post Office Depart m ent [ou rnal , vol. 25 (Ju ly 23, 1850-February 28. 1851) . p. 89.
8. I bid. , p. 194.
178 The Ch ro n icle 91 / Augus t 1976 / Vol. 28, No . 3



Map showing locations mentioned in text. Adapted from Otis , 1867.

the United Stat es of North America and the Republic of New Cranada,? for
the transit of the U.S. mails, was 4,620 Reales ($577.50).10 This postal conven
tion was signed at Bogota on March 6, 1844. A dispute arose over th e terms of
the convention followin g the tremendous increase in mail genera ted by the Cali
fornia gold rush. The dispute lasted for many yea rs, but that is another interest
ing story of its own.

9. Hunter Mill er , T reati es and Oth er I nternational Acts of the Unit ed State s of America,
vol. 4, Documents 80-121: 1836-46, p. 529.

10. P.O.D. Jou rnal, vol. 25, p. 89.
The Chronicle 91/ August 1976/ Vol. 28, No. 3 179



B. Midgett departed Panama en route to San Francisco aboard the l 050-ton
California, pioneer steamship of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company fleet.P
This company had been chartered in April 1848,12 for the purp ose of providing
service between Panama and the Wes t Coast of the United States. It was Mail
Agent Mid gett who carried the bags which conta ined the letter fr anked with
nine 1O¢ 1847 stamps.

Tepic, Mexico, is located a short distance inland from the port city of San
BIas. This port, situated between Manzanillo an d Mazatlan, was not a regu lar
port of call for every ship carrying mai l. Most ships stopped at Acapulco but the
San BIas stop was ma de only on a irregular basis. But on this particular voyage
a stop was made at San BIas and the mail put ashore containe d the remarkable
cover now in my collection.

Yes, this cover, with its stamps and mark ings, is unique. It is the earliest of
the eight known covers bearing 1O¢ 1847 stamps used from Panam a.P The other
seven are single letters with a strip of three instead of nine stamps.

How many covers have you seen bearing United States stamps, carried in
the United States mails by United States vessels, which never saw th e light of
day in the United States un til they fell into philatelic hands?

More exciting than the acq uisition of thi s cover, was my search for in
formation about its journey. I sincerely hope that my rea ders will agree that
postal history is truly a thrilling facet of our great hobby.

II. Ernest A . W il tsee, Gold R ush Steam ers (San Fra n cisco : The Gra bhorn Press, 1938) ,
p.lO.

12. Ibid ., p. 6.
13. Creighton C. H ar t , " 1847 Covers from Pa nama," Chronicle 58:46·9.
18475 AT INTERPHIL
SUSAN M. McDONALD

Many noteworthy 1847 issue items were exhibited at Interpbil. In addition
to the unique cover described here, Col. D eVoss displayed two other PANAMA
covers. Included among the "Aristocrats" were unused blocks of sixteen of the
5¢ and of six of the 10et from the We ill broth ers. Lou Crunin showed an un 
used block of eight of the 5¢ and an unused pair of the lOet, as well as a wide
range of off-cover cancellations and some unusual covers. Paul Rohloffs ex
hibit included 5et covers with the Hudson River Mail postm ark and wavy 17-bar
grid cancel, and with boxed Troy & N.Y. Steamboat. Hubert Skinner's dis
play had New Orleans uses with different color postmarks and cancels, while
Dan Warren showed examples from Richmond, and my exhibit included covers
to Canada and Nova Scotia.

Duane Hilmer's exhibit of Canada pence issues contained a cover showing
combination use from Canada of the 3d beaver and 5et 1847. Two exhibits were
almost entirely devoted to the 1847 issue. Henry C. Wenk III showed a wide
variety of uses and cancels, with many covers illustr ating aspects of postal
use, and with special strength in covers with locals as well as 1847 stamps.
From a postal history stan dpoint Creighton Hart offered a comprehensive study
of 1847 use in domestic and foreign mails, with most significant developments
rep resented . Also featur ed were several pa ges of "Pairs of note," consisting of
two unusual related covers, such as the 5et and lOet each used from Wheeling,
Va., with the Wheeling grid "preca ncel" or "Control mark."

It is gratifying to report that the Chronicle rece ived a vermeil award in
the literature compet ition at In terphil. Th e four issues for 1975 were those judged .
Only one gold was awarded in literature- to a book entry by Robson Lowe, Ltd.
Ten entr ies received vermeils, the Chron icle rece iving one of four awarded in
the periodical division, out of forty-seven journals entered.
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PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
Builders and Buyers of Collections

Dr. Benjamin Franklin
The Ledge r of Dr. Benjamin Franklin, Postmaster General, 1776

This work wa s first published in 1865, a limited ed ition for charity, by the above
tit le and though it has long been know n that Ben jamin Frankl in had noth ing
to do wi th, it has been accepted by the original tit le. The original be ing
a genera l postal ledger of the 177 5-1778 period .
19 76 reprint, 128 pages , car d cover, edition of 2,000 $3 .75

Ernest A. Wiltsee
Two new Quar terman repri nts. Thoug h much of the cha rm of the original pr ivate

pr ess volumes is lost in the se e dition s a number of covers rela ting to the
var ious ser vices have been added to add to their philateli c significance.

Go ld Rush Steamers of the Pacific
1976 repri nt of 1938 work, 496 pages, cloth $35.00

Pioneer Miner and the Pack Mule Exp ress
19 76 repr int of 1931 work, map in po cke t, 160 pages , clo th _ _$20.00

John H. Morrison
History of Ame rican Steam Navigation

A sig nificant study wit h mu ch ph ilatl ic inte res t. A new index has been added .
196 7 reprint by Argosy, ed ition of 750 cop ie s, 648 pa ges, cloth $2 0. 00

Sterling T. Dow
Bes ides being THE posta l history of Maine th is work contai ns a fine section on

the Co lonial Post of muc h gen eral interest. The orig inal ed ition w as only
300 copies and as it appe ared in 194 3 it d id no t receive the a ttention it
dese rved . A forward by Josep h A. Anti zzo an d ninetee n new illus trat ions
have bee n ad ded a long w ith the repr inting of seve ra l related arti cles.
19 76 , reprint by Qua rterman , 25 6 pages, ha rd cove r $25 .00

Dr. Carroll Chase
The 3 r,i Stamp of the US 1851 -18 57 Issue

A most sig nifica nt wo rk on both the stamp and the US postal histor y of the period .
The te xt is the corrected 19 4 2 ve rsion w ith bo th the illustratio ns an d ge n
er a l arra ngem ent coming fr om the 1929 edition . A ne w forew ord by Thom as
J . Ale xa nd er ha s been added . We w ill gladly autog rap h our men tion if
requ ested .
19 76 reprint , 400 pages, hard cove r $30 .00
194 2 edition, regular-delux type $65 .00

Foreign
Handbook of Irish Postal History to 1840 by Fel d man & Kane

1975, 131 pages, cloth $ 13.00

Posta ge Sta mps of Japan an d Dependencies by Tracey Woodwa rd
1976 Qua rte rman reprint, 768 pa ges, clot h $65 .00

The Roval Phila teli c Society of London
All pub licat ions now in stock

Order yo ur books wh ile they are still in p rin t. the v usua lly cos t less! Stand
ing and ad vance orders acceoted on eu tho ritive phi lateli c lite ra tu re covering 18th
and 19 th ce ntury US, CSA, GB, and Canad a . Please, no annua l cata logues.

Leonard H. Hartmann

Post Office Box 21397 Louisvill e. Ky. 40221
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THE AUXILIARY HANDSTAMP POSTAL MARKING ''TOO LATE"
PART TWO

STEVEN M. ROTH

The initial report publi shed in Chro nicle 88:214££. with respect to the mark
ing "TOO LATE" set forth all of the informa tion that this collector was able to
locate in more than two years of study. Happily, as a result of the initi al report,
several studen ts have come forward with examples of additional covers bearin g
the markin g and have provided new and significant empirical information so
that, at the very least, some gaps in the initi al report have been closed, the
theory of scarcity originally postulated has at once been part ially reinforced and
parti ally underm ined , and at least one new type (and perhaps two ) has been
recorded,

Not all of the information reported to the author has been set forth in the
supplemental listing appended to this report, however. For example, one postal
historian reported that the 1952 edition of Konwiser's Stampless Cover Cat
alogue as well as a 1935 issue of Stamps magazine each "listed" the marking as
used in New York City. Since this report purports to give a listin g of the mark
ing as used on cover, and because we alrea dy know th at there is a Type NY,
without additional information concerning the two listin gs, th e decision was
mad e to omit th e cumulative references to the existence of the type.

Some matters that arose in the course of cor respondence should, perhaps,
be mentioned here.

Michael Laurence, one of our Section Editors, properly chastized this col
lector for the vag ue references given in the initi al report to the stamps used on
the various covers. Rarely was a Scott number given. With due apolo gies to all
readers, this failing must aga in be occasionally repeated in this supplemental
report. Unfortuna tely, few of the prior listin gs of the "TOO LATE" markin g set
forth the catalogue numbers of the stamps, and few of the supplemental reports
received since the initial report have set them forth. Accordingly, the stamps ar e
described "as seen" in the photocopy, without a guess with respect to catalogue
listing.

Finally, Dr. James W. Milgram has writte n that the estima te of the
scarci ty of the "T OO LATE" marking was overstated. The additional reports
received appear to bear him out, in part. While the sampling may still be too
small to be accurate, based on the covers reported so far it would appear that
Typ e NY-I , Type NO and Type SF-3 are quite scarce; Type NY-2 is fairl y
common; and Type SF-2 is plentiful.

DESCRIPTION OF THE MARKINGS

A. A New Type

Formerly listed Type NY has been tentatively reclassified as Type NY-2.
All covers previously listed in the original report. with one possible exception,
app ear to fall within this classificat ion. The one exception may be the cover
reported by Calvet M. Hahn, which may be new Type NY-I. A 1:1 size photo
graph of the Hahn cover is not available to the author to overl ay a tracing.
(See Chronicle 88:217 for illustration.)

A new typ e NY-l may exist; or, as will be discussed below, the marking
may in fact be a New Orleans marking. It could also be the first reported
Charleston , S. C. marking.

The cover bearing the marking was reported by Mr. John Pemberton.
He states that the markin g is struck in red , and that it measures 4 x 31~ mm.
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In style it looks exactly like original Type NY. The marking was struck on a
folded lettersheet bear ing the followin~ other markings: (i) CDS "NEW OR
LEANS. La .jMar/9" j (ii) H/S "PAID' ; (iii) manuscript "12~"; (iv) HIS "4"
(Cuban marking); (v) HIS "EM PRESA AME RTCANO 1/ ABR/ 1849" and, (vi)
manuscript "p Isabel to Havanna." The blue folded lettersheet has had the con
tents, point of origin, and date cut out.

k ~,- .....;.. ..... .......r

Figure lA. Cover from N.w Orl••ns, M.rch 9, 1849, .ddr....d to H.v.n• . S•• t.xt for discu ..lon of wh.r.
the " TOO LATE" m.rking m.y have b••n .ppli.d. (John Pemberten ColI.ction).

The difficulty in classifying th is cover results from a combina tion of the
missing reference to its point of origin, the apparent style of the markin g (Typ e
NY), the presence of the New Orleans CDS, and the information available
to us with respect to Cuban mail in the relevant period.

About Cuban mail in the late 1840s, the Annual Report of the Postmaster
General, dated Decemb er 6,1847,1 stated:

A bid for a por tion of the service [ to Oregon from Cha rleston to Pa na ma] from
Charlesto n to H avana, was made by Mr . M. C. Mordecai. of Charleston, which was
accepted by the department upon condition th a t it shou ld be approved by Congress,
and an appropriat ion made for th e payment . . . T he contractor is of un dou bted
ab ili ty, and will put th e lin e in operation should it be th e pleasure of Congress
to sanctio n th e contrac t . . . .

In the Annual Report of the Postmaster General, dated Decemb er 3, 1849,2
it was reported:

The mail from Charleston , via Savannah , to Havan a , under the con trac t with thi s
department, has been carr ied since the 18th October , 1848, in th e steame r Isabe l,
with a good degree of reg u larity, at the cost of $35,086.22. No other foreign mail is
carried by contract with th is depart men t.

Based on the latter Annua l Report, the route of carr iage would seem to
be clear: Th e Isabel would leave Charleston , S. C., would pro ceed to Savannah,
Ceo., and then would go on to Havana. Were this all that is known, the Pem
berton cover would be less of a problem, for one could then postulate that the
cover had originated in New Orleans where it received the "TOO LATE" mark
ing , and had then gone directly to Charleston and Savannah (either post office
of which may have in fact applied the mark ing). But there is evidence th at the
Cuban route may also have originated and terminated in New York City. In
an issue of Postal Mark ings (the date of issue and page are not ava ilable to the

1. Ex ec. Doc. No . 0, pp. 1324-74.
2. Exec. Doc. No . I, p. 781.
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COVERS WITH ''TOO LATE" MARKING-SUPPLEMENTAl UmNG

Pair I¢ 1879; Via San Fran. See Figurn 2 and 3. C. J . Starnes Col.
single 10¢ 1879.

Pai r 6¢ rose 1882. Via New York City to San Fran., to destina- C. J . Sta rn es Col.
tion .

Photo in files of Chicago Collecton' Club. Reported by M. M.
From Wingate cones. See Figure 1. Laurence

T ype

SF· I
or

SF·2

SF· I
or

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

Color Date

1867
(?)

Ap ril 1876

Magenta Aug. 4,1879

Black 188~

Origin

San Francisco

Stratham, N.H .

____, Iowa

Destination

En gland

Foochow , Ch ina

Quee nsland .
Australia

New South Wales

Stamps

Horiz, strip of
fou r 24¢ 1861

(grey lil ac) .

5¢ T aylor #185

Remarb

Siegel Sale 9/15/65 lot #215

Source

Reported by C. L .
Friend

Black May 5 (?)
1884

Aug . 1887

Foochow, China ~ Garfield #205 Wingate Corres. Via San Fran.SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

SF·2

Magenta

Magenta

Black

Blaci

J uly 1888

J uly 1880

1892

Dec.1 8.
18-

1878

1867

Exeter , N.H.

San Francisco

Maybole,
England (?)

Colu mbus, O .

San Francisco

Lowell. Mass.

Nashville, T enn.

San Francisco

Honolu lu ,
Ha waii

Hawaii

Tokyo, J apan

Hawaii

Yoko hama, Japan

Shanghai. Ch ina

Liverpool.
England

5¢ Garfield #205

Starn pless

5¢ Taylor # 18&

U~12 ; 2¢
carmine; I ¢ blue

5¢ Taylor

Pr . ~¢ gree n

Fou r 24¢ Scott
#78

Via San Francisco

Via San Francisco

Wells. Fargo &: Co. Express envelope.

Ms.: "Via San Francisco, California"

Prepaid 96,. Letter 11/29/67 , pmked "San
Francisco. Cal ./Dee. 10."; Red "NEW YORK
AM.P KT ./ JAN I/PAID ", Presumably "T OO
LATE" was applied to show delay from 11/30
to 12{1O was not fault of SF office.

John B. Lisle Col.

Thurston T wigg.
Smith &: Alfred J.
Ostheimer Col.

Thurston Twigg.
Smith &: Alfred J.
Ostheimer Col.

Harry T. Yeage r Col.

Kover King In c. Sale
11/22/7 5. Lo t #58~.
III

Dr. James W. Mil·
gram Col.

Dr. J ames W. Mil
gram Col.

Walter Hubbard
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COVERS WITH "TOO LATE" MARKING-SUPPLEMENTAl L1mNG

Carried aboard Isabel to Havana . See tex t for John Pemberton Col.
di scussion .

Type

sr-a

NY-I

NY·2

NY-2

NY-2

NY-2

NY-2

NY-2

NY-2

NY -Z

x

Color

Black

Re d

Re d

Red

Bla ck

Red

Red

Red

Date

May 1852

1849

1843

1869

1866

1870

April 1870

Dec . 1866

1866 (?)

1858 (?)

1851

Origin

Pacific Ocean,
No, Lat . 40· , 4Z'.
Long, lIZ · , 15'

?

Newport, R .I.

?

NYC

New Orleans

Nevad a , Cal.

Destination

Allentown, Pa.

Havana, Cuba

Havre, France

Ventnor . England

Liverpool,
England

Paris

France

Holland

France

France

San Francisco

Stamps

Stam pless (10,
Due) .

Stampless (12Y2
paid)

Stampless

2¢ 1869

24¢ Scott #76.

10¢ Scott # 1I6

10¢ 1869

Zit Black jack

5¢ brown (1861
issue); 10¢ green

Ty. II (1861
issue) .

ll¢ rose Ty. I
#25; IZ¢ black

PI. I #36.

ll¢ # ll

R emarks

Written at sea; via San Fran.

Ms.: "pr. Steam Shi p "; "via New York",

Ms,: "Per Steamer China".

Origin CDS: " . . . NG , . , Aug. Ill." Red
" NEW YOR K AM . P KT./ Au g, 18"; endorsed
" New York via Cunard steamer". Pro b . for
Ch ina . from Boston 8/15; be ing too la te for
her , was then rated "Am. Pkt." & pu t on New
York (NGLL) from NYC 8/ 18.

Lett er dated 2/28. Red " NEW YOR K/ Mar 8" ;
endorsed "pr Str St Lau rent", St. Laurent
(French Line) sailed from NYC 3/5 , before
letter reached NYC. Placed on board H o/satia
(Ham burg American Line) from NYC 3/8.

Rou ted "per Str. Lafayette, via Brest." Lafay
ette left NYC 4/2/70; cover pmk 4/ 3/70 or
4/ 5/7 0 (day indistinct) , so too la te for desig
na ted steamer.

" Per Cu ba" via New York.

See text.

See text,

See Figure 4. Inco mpletely reported in Chron
icle 88:219,

Source

W . H . Semsrott Col.

Dr. James W. Mil
gram Col.

Dr. J ames W . Mil
gram Col.

Walter Hubbard

Walte r Hubbard

Reported by M. M.
Laurence

Sheldon J . Friedman
Col.

Reported by C. L.
Friend

Reported by C. L.
Friend

Marc Haas Col.



author), Delf Norona wrote a brief article entitled, "Pioneer Mail Vessels: The
'Isabel: " In that article Mr. Norona referred to the New York City-Charleston
Savannah-Havana route, drew a map showing the route, and illustrated a
cover that originated in Havana, was addressed to Portland, Maine. and which
was postmarked in New York City. Apparently, this cover by-passed Charleston
and Savannah. He also briefly referred to other covers in his collection which
had been postmarked "Charleston, S.C." and which for obvious reasons omitted
the New York City transit marking.

Did the Pemberton cover, then, originate in New Orleans, and (i) travel
to Charleston (where it was "too late" for the Isabel? ), then go on to New
York City (where it was "too late"]'), and eventually to Havana, or (ii) did it
travel from New Orlean s directly to New York City (where it was "too late"?) ,
or (iii) did it travel directly to Charleston (where it was "too late")? The
absence of either a New York Cit y or Charleston CDS (or both) makes analysis
speculative. Thoughtful comments would be appreciated.

Figure 1. Stratham. N.H., to China via San Francisco . Notation "Via San Francisco" and "Reed June 26 11(?),"
Marking appears to be SF-2. (Courtesy Chicago Collectors' Club China Files).

B. Type NY·2
Tracy Simpson wrote the author and informed him that the cover originally

listed in Chronicle 5:5 and reported in the initial report was not the same
cover listed in Chronicle 12:8. This resolves the question posited in the initial
report with respect to this item.

The two Type NY-2 covers reported by Clifford L. Friend are quite
interesting. One cover originated in New York City destined for France, It
appeared in the Harmer sale of May 22, 1961, as Lot No. 234, The cover car
ries a 5¢ brown plus a 10¢ green (Type II) of the 1861 issue. It was originally
docketed to go by Bremen Steamer "Hermann", but this was crossed out and
"Lafayette" (of the French Line) added. Th e cover is postmarked with a red
"NEW/pAID/yORK/6," and "P.D." in small box. Mr. Friend reports that his
records of vessel sailing dates indicate that the Hermann and the Lafayette
sailed as companions from New York City only on Saturday, May 5. 1866.
He reports that the odd feature of this cover is that the Type NY·2 "TOO
LATE" marking is sup erimposed over the exchange office marking which in
dicates a credit to France of six cents . This credit would have been proper
had the cover gone out by the Hermann, but was not correct if carried by the
Lafayette. In such event, a credit of twelve cents would have been proper.
One wonders if perhaps the "TOO LATE" marking was intended to ac
complish this purpose.
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With respect to th e other Type NY-2 cover reported by Mr. Friend, this
cover was processed through the New York exchange office, and indicated a
credit to France in th e amount of twelve cents. Mr. Friend reports that this
would mean either a cred it for British Packet service or for French Packet
service direct to Harve. He adds tha t if the vear of use is correct, then
the carriage would have had to have been by British Packet service, as there
were no French Packets in serv ice in 1858 between the Uni ted States and
France. In the upper left-hand corne r is a Calais receiving mark (partial) which
would indicate America n Packet serv ice throu gh England. Here aga in, he states,
the "TOO LATE" marking coul d possibly come into play indicating a change in
the credits to France. The conflicting markings make analysis difficult.

C. Type SF·2
In addition to th e observation alrea dy given th at th e Type SF-2 marking

appears to be qu ite plentiful, two other facts are worth noting: (i) although the
color as originally reported was given as red, the marking has now been
noted in both magenta and black; and, (ii) th e double oval, which is quite
distinct through most of the period of use of the marking, became worn some
time in the lat e 1880s and was clearly worn in the 1890s so th at th e double
oval blended into one thick oval. This, of course, would be consistent with
frequent use.

Figure 2. Type SF·2 In
m.",ent•. (C. J. Sternes
Collection).

f
Figure 3. Detail of Fig·
ure 2.

D. Type SF-3
From the report received from Mr. Semsrott, we now know that the

marking was used in black as well as orange . Also, the three covers recorded
to date are all stampless.

E. Miscellaneous
Several collectors submitted reports of covers bearing the "TOO LATE"

markin g in manuscript. An examination of such manuscript covers as were
submitt ed suggests that the use of the "TOO LATE" notation was consistent
with the theory of use describ ed in th e init ial report. Typical is that illustr ated
in Figure 5 submitted by Marc Haas.

Finally, Calvet M. Hahn reports tha t Sta m ps (Octobe r 6, 1951), in a column
called "First Hands tamps,' records a cover postmarked Baltimore, Md., July
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Figure 4. Type X.
(M.re H...
Colloction).

19, 1864, with the 3¢ stamp tied by a circle handstamp reading 'T OO LATE,"
struck three times in blue. This same circl e is also noted as showin g partially
under a "D UE 3" handstamp . No other information is known about this cover
and it has not been reported by its present owner, if it is still in existence. It
is possible that the "TOO LATE" marking is either a foreign mail marking,
a private marking, or, perhaps, a Baltimore marking. It was not, however,
listed in the Powers study of Maryland postal markings. More information is
sought with respect to this.

Figure 5. Manuscript " too I.te." (Marc Haas Collect ion).

It is hoped tha t any collector locating a "TOO LATE" cover after pub
lication of th is supplemental listin g will report that information.

Addendum
Three more covers have been reported since the supplemental list was pre

pared . They are as follows:

SF-2, J an. 19,1 867. San Fran cisco to W ashington , 3~ 1861: " Per Stea mer" ; Milgram.
NY·::: , Feb . 19, 18-?, New York to Ne w Orlean s, 3¢ 1851; "Str. 'Empire City' ": anon.
NY-2, Jul. 22, 1865, Ne w York to Ireland , 24¢ 1861; " Per Ch ina "; postmarked NEW YOR K
AM. PKT ; J . V. Woo llam.
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INTERPHIL-A REVIEW
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER

U.S. materi al from th e 1851-61 decade on exhib it at lnterphil wa s not nearly
as extensive as thi s reviewer had hoped it would he. but what was th ere was
outstanding. H ere is a list of those exhib its which containe d subs tantial show
ings of 1851-61 stamps and covers and th e awards th ey earn ed :

Ex h ib ito r

James T . Devoss"

Will iam H . Bau er"
Hubert C. Ski n ner "
Ll oyd H ayward"
Ernest Malinow
Royden H. Lounsbery"

Daniel C. W arren"

George T . Turner"

Paul C. R ohloff·

Frank A. j en ich "

Susa n M. Mcfrona ld "

Edward B. Bushnell >

R yohei Ishika wa>
Louis Crun in>

Eugen e C. R eed"
Ri ch ard I. Co wi n

H . Leon Aussprung, J r..

T he H onolulu Adv er tiser

David T . Beal s III·

Harold H . Lo ngfellow
William C. Robbins
Samuel S. Arlen
Paul Martin
Phillip Ro chlin

Cr eighton C. H a r t >
Wallace W . Knox
• U .S.P .C.S. m em ber.

T ille alld Descri pt ion
Via Pan am n, Co vers to a nd from the Western
H emisphere via Pa nama .
Colorado postal h isto ry .
New Orlea ns postal h islor y - 1782-1865.
Verm ollt s tam pless COil,?rs. 178S-18 55.
Post m arks of Balt im ore , Md .
Nell' Y(lrk state postal h lstorv: From 1729 to
mid -19th cen tu rv.
R ich mond , Vir~i llia . post al hi story , 1788
1865 .
U ni te d Stat es X IX cent ury posta l h ist ory , pre
adhes ives, stamps . carriers. local s a nd postal
ma rkings on m ou rning cove rs.
U n ite d States waterway m ark iugs. In land
rivers, Grea t La kes, coas ta l stea mers , Nic
a ra gua and Pa na m a stea m boa t a nd rou te
marki ngs.
Unite d Sta tes in lan d and coasta l watenvays
m arkillg.l.
Un it ed States- British Nort l: Amt'l'ica Cross
Bord er M ails to 1875 . Development o f ra tes,
services, ro u tes, exc ha nge offices a nd th eir
mark in gs in bo th d ir ecti on s.
U n ite d Stat es, 19t h Cen t -u ry Dom estic R egis
tere d M oil.
Un ited Sla tes On e Cent St am p 1851-1861.
U nit ed Stat es 1817-1857 sta m ps alld covers.

U nit ed SllItes-Early Classics m l alld off Cover
U nite d Sta tes, Th e On e Cent II II/PS of 1851·
1857 l mperiorat e,
United St at es Se lected Pages of th e 1¢ 1851
1857 Issue.
H au.ai i, T h e Classic St amps. In cluded 26 (1)
Mi ssion a ri es. Listed her e beca use many covers
sho wn a lso have U.S. sta m ps of pe r iod .
Unite d Stol es W est ern Covers. Milita ry su p
port o f openi ng of th e West , from the 18205 to
1861.
A rizo lla postal m a rkings.
Solano COIlIIty , Cali fo rn ia.
Uni te d Slates W estr rn Express Fra nks,
Uni te d Stat es, Ocea n M ail. Tra nsa tla n ti c.
./01111 Charl es Frem on t , Cam paign a nd pa tri 
o t ic envelopes a nd lab el s,
Franks of P residen ts am I Presidentia l Widows.
President ial cam paign covers .

Award
Prix d 'Honneur

Verm eil
Go ld
Ver meil
Large Silver
Large Silver

Vermeil

Verme il

Cold

Large Silver

Gold

Vermei l

Large Go ld
Grand Prix
Na t ional
Vermeil
La rge Silver

Verm eil

Spe cial Pr ix
cl'Honneu r

Go ld

Gold
Gold
Vermeil
Verm eil
Vermeil

Go ld
Vermeil

One exhib it (not listed here) proved to be particularly instructive because
of the large number of faked fancy cancellations which it contain ed.

Postal history seems to be streng thening its ho ld on major exhib itions, as
can be see n by th e titles of th e collections listed her e. A few exhib itors did de
vote all or a substanti al part of th eir fr am es to th e stamps th em selves, and th e
fact that Mr. Grunin won the Gra nd Pri x Nat ion al is evidence of th eir con
tinuing appea l. Her e are some outstanding items not ed by th e reviewer :

Ryohei Ishikawa exhibit: This specialized collection of th e 1¢ stamp is stag
gering in its scope. It was in troduc ed with a first day cover (circular) to Ohio
and another circular dated July 1, 1851, from Balt imore. It contained six Type I
(7Rl,.) stamps , including two hori zonta l pairs (6-7Rl e and 7-8Rl e), one hori zon tal
strip of three (7-9Rl e) , one ve rtical strip of three (7, 17, 27Rl e) and a complete
reconstruction of th e top row of th e right pane of Plate 1 E arl y (1-10Rl e).
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Reconstructions, large pieces and full panes of the l¢ stamps shown by Mr.
Ishikawa included:

Plate 1 Late: Mint block of 82 from the left pane, including th e imprint
and plate number; full mint right pane with imp rint and plate number; re
construction of both the left and right panes with imprints and plate numbers.

Plate 2, Lmperjorate: Mint block of 12 showing top and left margins of the
right pane and the big plate flaw; two copi es of 99R2 (Type III), one in a hori
zont al strip of three (97-9gR2); reconstructed imprint and plate number from
both panes; complete mint right pane.

Plate 2, Perforated: Three copi es of 99R2, one on cover ; largest block from
the right pane (52-57; 62-67; 72-77; 82-87; 92-97R2).

Plate 3: Used vertical and hori zontal strips of six (12-l7R3 and 38, 48, 58,
68, 78, 88R3).

Plate 4, Imperforate: Reconstructed imp rints from both panes; block of four
(32-33; 42-43L4).

Plate 4, Perforated: Entire mint left pane with center line but no imprint;
two used blocks of six; one mint block of four .

Plate 5: Both top rows reconstructed.
Plate 7: Mint block of 80 from the right pane with imprint and plate num

ber.
Plate 8: Mint left pane with imprint and plate number; reconstruction of

both panes.
Plate 9: Mint left pane with imprint and plate number ; mint right pane.
Plate 10: Mint left and right panes with imprints and plate numbers.
Plate 11: Mint top row block of six with center line and top margin (1-3;

11-l3Rll).
Plate 12: Mint block of 12 (68-70; 78-80; 88-90; 98-100R12); mint strip of three

showing imprint and plate number ; two mint blocks of four.
Mr . Ishikawa exhibits the same droll humor regarding the 1¢ stamp as

does Michael Laurence when discussing the 10¢ stamp of 1869. His exhibit in
cludes the following two "1¢" covers:

Cover originating in the West Indies with New York City townmark, bear
ing a 1¢ (16R1e), a 3¢ (S2) and an upper right bisect of the imp erforate 12¢.

Cover from Boston to the Cape of Good Hop e hearing a 1¢ hor izontal pair,
1O¢, 30¢ and 90¢1

Louis Grunin exhibit: This grand award winning collection contains the
following outstanding items:

14: Mint imp erforate horizontal block of 24 from Plate 1 Late showing the
right sheet margin and the top of the imprint; mint block of 9 from Plate 11
(78-80; 88-90; 98-100Rll); mint block of 20 from Plate 12 showing Types I and
II (54-57 to 94-97R12).

31:.: Two used and one mint imperforate blocks of four in orange brown;
one mint pair Type II imp erforate vertically; a vertical strip of three on cover ,
imperforate vertically; irregul ar block of seven from Plate 18 showing the big
crack.

54: Imperforate block of four plus single on cover to France; perforated
block of four plus single (red brown) on cover to Switzerland .

10rl: Used imp erforate block of six and block of eight, each showing Types II,
III , and IV; mint perforated block of six showing Types II , III, and IV; mint
perforated block of eight showing Types I and II ; mint perforated block of six
showing Types II and III.

124: Perforated mint hlocks of four and nine from Plate 3; irregular block
of five (perforated) plu s pair of 3¢ Type II on cover to the Cape of Good Hope.

244: Mint block of nine and mint block of four with left imprint and plate
number. .

304 : Two mint blocks of four, one with left imprint and plate number.
904 : Mint block of nine and mint block of four with imprint and plate num

ber.
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Eugene C. Reed exhibit: Mr . Reed's collecti on also contained a 1<,t Type I
(7Rle) on cover.

H. Leon Aussprung, Jr. exhibit: This exhibit contain ed completely recon
structed right and left panes of th e 1<,t from Plate 1 Late, as well as a 1<,t mint
block of twelve with the left imprint and plat e number 12.

Raymond Weill and Roger Weill display: The We ill brothers had on ex
hibit at their booth a number of ra rit ies purchased by th em in past years:

11:.: Mint strip of three, including Type I (7-9Rl e).
.31:.: Perforated block of 50 plus an irregular block of 25 on cover to France

from Lake Charl es, La., dated May 6, 1861 (Confedera te use).
51:.: Imperforate mint bl ock of four.
121:.: Imperforate mint blocks of 6, 9, and 15, rejoined to form the complete

top three rows of th e pane.
30.ct..: Used block of 53 (the larges t block known) used on a sack of gold

du st from Sacram ento to Boston.
The lack of specialized exhib its of th e 3r/- , 5r/-, and lOr/- stamps was disap

pointing, but where else short of the next international exhibition in 1986
could one see eight examples of 7Rle- mint and used , in pa irs and strips, on
and off cover?
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
A NEW EARLY DATE FOR THE BLACK JACK
PAUL J . WOLF

Unhappily, we do not have a truly valid first day of issue for the Black
Jack. Even official sources give different da tes. Every au thority, it seems , has
his own ideas.

According to Scott's Specialized, July 1, 1863, is the da te. Brookm an shows
July 2, 1863.

An official Post Office publication , Postage Stamps of the United States,
1847-1963, 1963 edi tion, (100 years after the fac t) shows July 6.

Dr. Carroll Chase gives July 13. (Classic United Stat es Stamps 1845-1869,
published by Herman Herst, [ r., in 1962, from articles written in 1938).

Mrs. Maryette B. Lane's work on the Allen collection men tions Brookm an's
statement that it is known used on July 2 (following the Postm aster General's
Report of the yea r 1863 that it was, indeed, issued on July 1), but the wh ereabouts
of any cover with such an early date is not known. The earliest dates of covers in
the Allen collection are July 16 and 21. Mrs. Lane also notes a cover in another
collection as dated July 20. In terestingly, all these are of Phil ad elphia origin, all
three drop letters.

Maur ice F . Cole's Th e Black Jacks of 1863-1867 gives the July 6 date, but
says nothing about any cover with such a date.

Figure l. Bilek Jlck cover poslmlrkld PHILADELPHIA PA. JUL 10 1863, I new .Irly dl'. for ,h i. s'"mp.

So much for the background.
In January 1974, a Black Jack cover was offered to the wri ter by a leading

dealer at a rather high price. This one , too, was a Philadelphia dro p letter , da ted
July 13, 1863, with a Ph ilatelic Foundation certificate. I returned the cover but
did get in touch with a close friend and collecting associate, who was happy
to purchase it. In discussing the cover with him, I pointed to Dr. Carroll Chase's
date, estab lished in collaboration with Stan ley Ashbrook. The Ashbrook list of
earli est known dates for the stamps of the classic period was firs t published in
Stamps for May 16, 1936. 'Nell over 35 years had passed , and July 13, 1863, was
still the earliest recorded date for a Black Jack. It seemed fairly safe to spend
qu ite a large sum for the cover.
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Fig ur. 2. Can ad ian b.ckstalnp on cover of Figure 1.

In October 1974 a mail sale catalogue listed a circular ra te cover from
Philadelphia to Canada. Since I am very much interested in Black Jack covers
to or from foreign countries, I put in a b id and secured the cover. \Vhen it ar
rived, I examin ed it with inter est, but though t, "Nice, but too plain to exhibit .
I'll just add it to my reference material. " Th en I turned it over, and saw th e
de ligh tfully clear red backstamp "Mount Pleasant, U.C." and fina lly the date,
JY, 17, 1863. After this sank in, J turned back to the front and examined the
pos tmark with a glass. A black CDS on a bl ack stamp does not call attention
to itself, but there it was, JUL 10, 1863! The stamp is well tied , and examination
under black light did not show any signs of tamperin g.

The next step, of course, was to send it to th e Philatelic Foundation for a
certificate , and in due course, one was issued , noting th at it is genuine.

So here we have yet another Philadelphia letter , but not a drop letter . Thi s
one has the added attraction that it went out of th e countrv , three days
earlier than the earliest hitherto known. And I've changed my mind: I do thi~k
that I will exhibit it after all. Matter of fact, I'm openin g my exhibit "Black Jacks
Abroad" with itl
I
'?~~~~~I~~·
. Borrow with confidence

In any emer gency, borrow I)
the money you need at I

I·Edelman's. Use your collec- I
M tion as collateral and still

retain complete ownership.
~ At Edelman's, you can rN..
• obtain quick, confidential •

I
..-. loans for any amount up iB

~
' to 80% of the value of I
~ your properties - fr om

$50 to $50,000 an d more.
~ ~rite t?day for furt her ~11 mformatlon . :iii!

I tde/mllR 's I! 301 O'd Yo,k Rood ~I Jenkintown, Pa . 19046 [fj

L:;;i;;;d
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The Postage Stamps of

Japan and Dependencies

A.M. Tracey Woodward

This 768 ·p age hard cover reprint ed ition conta ins
th e comp lete te xt of th e origina l (t he ty pe has
been red uced sligh t ly to fit th e 7x10" fo rmat ) with
the addit ion of a Foreword by Robert M. Spauld
ing , Jr . and a sect ion ent itled " Author' s Anno ts
t ions " wh ich contains pre vio us ly unpub lished
cha nges and notations reco rded by Woodward in
his own copy of the orig inal edition. Approx
imatel y 100 of the 246 il lustrat ion plates are
subst ituted from o ther sources when better qual.
ity reproductions of the same sta mps were ev ail
abl e . Woodw ard's The Postage Stamps of Japan
an d Dep enden cies is a f ine e xa mp le of ph ilatelic
scholar sh ip an d a practica l an d use fu l gui de to the
complica te d su bj ect of Ja pa n 's classic issues.

$65.00 Postpaid

Qu arterman Publicat ions, Inc.
5 South Union Street

Law rence, Massachusett s 01 899
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THE PHILADELPHIA "SHIP 3" RATE AND
THE PHILADELPHIA "U.S. SHIP" STRAIGHTLINE MARKING

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

(Cont inued from Ch ron icle 90: 130)

Figures 5 and 6 illustrate covers bearing a somewhat earlier version of a
"SHIP 3" rate used at Philadelphia. These entered the mails on March 11, 1862,
at that city, and both bear a SHIP marking known to have been applied at the
Philadelphia postoffice. Th e cover of Figure 5 is a New York state type patriotic,
but originated with a member of the 6th New Hampshire Volunteers, then at
Roanoke Island on the North Carolina coast. This cover illustrates the lengths
it is sometimes necess ary to go to identi fy the origin of a cover. The "soldier's
letter" endorsement, which permitted the cover to be accepted as a collect
domestic letter , was signed by the Chaplain of a regiment which, dependant
upon how one reads the last letter, may be identified as either "Bth N.Y.V(ols)"
or "Bth N.H. V(ols)." Th e address is more clearly, New Hampshire, but it was
not unusual for a soldi er with troops of one state to wri te lett ers to relatives
in an adjacent state. The patriotic design is that of New York state, which might
be taken as at least a vague indi cation the regiment was of that sta te. To carry
the problem further, oth er covers bearing this set of markings are known from
both the Gulf and the Federal troops on the Atlantic coast. The 6th New York
Volunteers (Wilson's Zouaves) were at Santa Rosa Island in Pensacola harbor
at the time , and the 6th New Hampshire were at Roanoke Island, and covers
from either could bear the indicated set of markings. How was the cover
identified? It took some digging, but a record exists identifying Robert Stinson,
the certifying officer , as Chaplain of the 6th New Hampshire Volunteers in
1861-2. This proves the cover of Figure 5 as having been picked up from troops
at Roanoke Island on the coast of North Carolina.

dE ,

rJ!d'~

??~~~
~-6.~

Figure 5. From I member of the 6th New Hamplhire Volunteers, at Roanoke II., N.C. SHIP, Due 3, into Phil·
adelphia, Mar. 11, 1862.

Figure 6 shows a cover emanating from another source which has been
discussed in the Chronicle befor e. Th e cover bears a chaplain's soldier's letter
endorsement of, as the endorsement has it, the "Mass. 26th." Th e 26th Mass
achus etts Volunteer Infantry was one of the first two regiments sent on the
Ship Island expedition (see Chronicle No. 78, pages 100-103), and in early
March of 1862, they were on Ship Island, Mississippi , out in the Gulf. General
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Benjamin F . Butler, who was to command the army portion of the New Orleans
expedition, had not yet arrived at Ship Island, and a General Phelps was in
comm and. Althou gh th e OR, (Army) of the Civil W ar does not have much data
on their tr ansports and supply ships, a rep ort of Phelp s', dat ed February 21,
1862, from Ship Island (the report is located in Vol. 6, Seri es I, page 693, of
OR,A) notes the cha rte red stea mer Saxon was to sail for the north the following
day. Whether thi s vessel was regar ded by the Phil adelphia postoffice as a "U .S.
Ship," or even wh ether it entered the port of Ph ilad elphia, for that matter ,
is not known. In any case, the records of none of the Navy despatch steamers
show an arrival at Philadelphi a compa tible with the March 11 postmark da te
on the covers of Figures 5 and 6. Presum abl y, then , an army transport picked
up mails at both Ship Island and the Ca rolina sounds from U.S. troops ashore
ther e, or two vessels, arr iving from the two locati ons on the same day, both
delivered their mails into Philadelphia.

J!?~~l.JJ tr C; ~l'

( i l ll II I r:(1.11;' JYahi:

Flgur. 6. From • m.mb.r of Ih. 261h M.....hu•• tt. Volunl . . ... . 1 Ship 1. land. MI.... Inlo Phil.d.lphia. with
SHIP and Du. 3. Mar. 11.1862.

As further ships were added, the blockade became more massive, more
mail was sent an d additional supply steame rs wer e added. The increase in the
mails was not ed by th e prolix Commander Woodhull of th e U.S.S. Connecticut
in his report to the Navy D epartment upon arr iving at Ne w York on June 21,
1862, after an absence of thirty-five days. He not ed:

'Ve carried out on thi s trip some 400,000 letters an d abo ut 2,000 packages, all
independent of her regu lar cargo , and now have as nearly as can be estima ted
between two and three hundred thou sand lett ers for th e No rt h. Th is matter of th e
mails has been of gradual gro wth un til now thi s vessel is anx iously looked for and
as kind ly regarded as an y mail vessel that ever t raversed th e ocea n .

As not ed, further supply ships were adde d to the service in early 1862.
Among these was the U.S.S. Massachusett s, a large screw steamer previously
assigned to the Gulf Blockading Squadrons (see Chronicle No. 78, pa ges 99, et
seq .). She left New York on March 10, 1862, a ll the first of her supply trips,
an d on April 17, 1862, orders wer e issued that th e Rhode Island and Con necticut
would "hereafter supply the Gulf Squ ad ron s, only," and th at the U.S.S. Massa
chusetts would supply the Atlantic Blockading Squ ad rons . The Rhode Island
and Conn ecticut were still to stop at Port Royal , South Carolin a, on both out
wa rd and inward trips, and at Hampton Road s, also, on th e return trip . In early
March of 1863, the blockading squadrons had grown to a point that each
required the services of one or more supply steamers, and the Massachusetts,
effective March 4, 1863, was assigned exclusively to th e SABS, stretching from
the state line between North and South Carolina to Cape Can averal. At the
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TABLE I
ARRIVAL DATES OF NAVY SUPPLY STEAMERS AT PHILADELPHIA-CIVIL WAR, 1862-65

Vessel
Name

Rhode Island
Rhode Island
Rhode Island

,lfassachuset ts
Massach uset ts
Massachuset tst t
Massachu seu stt
Massachu settstt
Massachusett s

Massachus et ts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachuset ts
Massachusetts
Arkansas
Bermuda
A rkansas
Arkansas
Berm u da
Massachusetts
Massachusett s
Bermuda
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Massachusetts
Bermuda
Massachusett.5
Massach uset ts
Bermuda
Massachusetts
Massachuset ts
M assachuset ts
Bermuda
Massach nset ts
Massachuset ts
Berm uda
M assachuset ts
Massach usett s
Bermuda
Ma ssarh uset ts
Mnssach uset ts
Berm uda
Donegal
Bermu da

Don ecal
Done[!,al
Bermuda
Don egal
DO/legal
Bermuda
,\fassarh uset 1.1
Massachuset ts
Ma ssach uset ts
Ma ssaclrusrt ts
Bermu da
,\fassarh uset l.1
,Hassach usetts
•H assarh uset ts
Berm uda

ArT. da te,
Philadel'a

1-17-62
3-19-62

E5-21-62

5·21·62
Ej·j-62
10-3-62

11-10-62
11·19-62
3-30-63

4-20-63
5· 9-63

5·29-63
5·29-63
6-20-63
7-1I ·63
7-18-63
8-3-63

8·23-63
8-30-63
9·13 -63
10·4-63

10·18-63
10-23-63

EII ·14·63
EI2·4-63

EI2·1O -63
EI2-26-63

1-26-64
2-18-64
2-22·64
3-18-64

E4-I I ·64
E4·14 -64

4·29-64
5-20-64

6·5-64
6-9-64

F,7-16-64
7-27-64

8-4-64
8-26-64
9-8-64

9-16-64
9-17·64

EI0-9-64
10-28-64
10-31-64
11-20-64
12-12-64
12-22-64

1-3-65
1-22-65
2-11-65
3 - 6 -6.~

3·9-65
E4-14-6:'
F,5-5-6:'

?
.~ - 3 1 - 6.~

Block'd 'g
Squa drons

Visited

All
All
All

NABS, SA 8 S
NA BS, SABS
I\'ABS, SAnS
:"A 8S , SAllS
NA BS, SABS
SABS

SABS
SAllS
SAllS
SABS
SABS
SABS
WGBS
SAns
SABS
WGBS
SABS
SABS
WGBS
SABS
SABS
SABS
WG BS
SABS
SABS
WGBS
SAllS
SAns
SABS
WGllS
SAllS
SABS
WGBS
SABS
SABS
WGBS
SABS
SAn s
WCBS
SABS
SABS

SABS
SAllS
WCllS
SABS
SABS
WCBS
SABS
SABS
SAllS
SAllS
\VCllS
SAll S
SABS
SABS
WCBS

Notes

1l.1. a t Hampton Roads. 5-20-62. See
text.

Mnss. a t Hampton Road s, 7-5-62.

Also stopped off Wil mington . :-l.C.,
etc.

Special trip with dra ft of men to
SAllS.

Vague evidence of one last tri p exists.

time, although the record is not complete, th e ~fassachuseits had been running
out of Phi ladelphia for at least th e last four or five trips , and after tha t time.
all her trips were from and back to Philadelphia.
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Table I shows, as nearl y complete as can be cull ed from OR,N plus oth er
dat a, as available, the tra ffic of the despat ch steamers into and out of Phil adel
phia. All of the ships listed were U.S. Na val steamers, plying regular trips be
tween Northern ports and the blockading ships. These sh ips were ma nned by
Navy personnel, who mad e complete reports at the end of each trip . As was
noted before in this paper, th e repo rts , tr ips, etc., are given in Vol. 27, Series I
of the OR,N, but the list ings given therein actually represent but a fraction
of wh at is needed for us to be fully informed of th e ship's movements. In the
table, an "E" before the date means the dav of th e month is estimated, and it
will generally be found to be within a fe~v days if the origin al records still
exist to be consulted in the archives. An italicized da te means that the port to
which the vessel retu rned is in dou bt, although Philadelphia is qu ite possible.
The steam ers U.S.S. A rkansas and Donegal were b oth small er , temporary re
placements for the U.S.S. Massachusett s ' during per iods when the latter was
under goin g repairs. Th e Donegal was a famous blockad e runner , captured off
Mobile in the fall of 1864. The U.S.S. Berm uda , also ;1 capt ured bl ockade runner ,
was assigned to run out of Phil adelphia and supply the W est Gu lf Blockading
Squad ron in Ma y of 1863. Consequen tly, most of the covers from the block
aders which have the stra ight line U.S. SHIP and a Phil ad elphia postm ark
will be found to have origina ted with either th e SABS (South Atlantic Block
ading Squadron), or, rarely, with th e NABS or th e WCBS. Covers from the
latter usually eithe r ente red the mails at New Orl eans or wer e taken by oth er
vessels to New York. It should be noted , also, that despatch vessels such as
these oft en mad e qui ck stops at flagships of squadrons closer to hom e, partic
ularly on the inboun d trips. During th e early career of the Massachusetts, for
example, she ma de stops off Wilming ton, N.C. All the despatch and supply
steamers were required to pu t in at H ampton Road s both out and inbound, to
pick up or turn in official mails an d messages. It is quite possible th at person al
mail s we re sometimes turned in at that point, also.

The Army also had its mail steamers, coun terpar ts of the Navy ship s. Among
these latter were some we ll known ear lier tr ans-Atlantic ships, such as the Arago,
and Baltic, th e Atlantic and the Ericcson, most of which were chartered. The
Navy bought th eir steamers, as th ey were expecte d to carry guns and chase or
fight any blockad e runners or Confederate privateers encountered .

Many of th e Captains , Pursers or Clerks of the supply vessels were given
temporary app ointme nts, at a normal fee of $25 per round trip, as Mail or Route
Agents, by the Postoffice D epartment . All of these appointme nts were appar 
ently on steamers working out of New York, that of C. E. Baldwin of the U.S.S.
Rhode Island being mad e when th at steame r was runnin g out of New York, be
for e it was shifted to run from Philad elp hia, and , later ye t, Boston.

Returning to the covers of Fi gures 1 and :3, one cover fit s into the dates
of the supply steamer arrivals and one does not. There is no June 13, 1863, date
listed for arrival of a despatch steamer at Philadelphia, referri ng to th e cover ,
Fi gure 1. In Chronicle No. 55, we comme nted as to routes by which this cover
could have gotten to St. Thomas. Another possibility can now be added ; th e
comm andin g officer of the U.S. ' Vest Indi a Squadron, Acting Rear Admiral
Ch arl es Wi lkes, rep ort ed to the Navy Dep artment on June 9, 1863, from St.
Thomas, sta ting that he had just re turned from LaGuaira, Venezuela-from
where the cover of F igur e 1 came . The forwarding agent marking on the cover
rather indicat es non-postal tra nspor tation into St. Thomas. The cover could have
been taken to Port Royal , S.C., by a naval vessel, also, since th ere was a con
tinual in terchange between th at point and the ' Vest India Squadron. However ,
neither a supply steamer nor casua l Navy steamer arr ival is given in the OR,N,
so th e only conclusion we can draw is that the cover went to Ph ilad elphia aboard
an Army transport.

Figure 3 is from aboard th e U.S.S. Mercediia , a vessel that was involved
in one of th ose stra nge legal tangles of the Civil W ar , as to whether she was
captured or not. Although she had been surrendered , by megaphone, in an
action with Confedera te ironclad s off Charleston, th e latter had never taken
The Chron icle 91 / August 1976 / Vol. 28, No. 3 197



possession of her . In any case, she had been assigned to SABS only a short time
before the cover of Figur e 3 was sent north. Again, while the Massachusetts
was engaged in supply operations at the time, we are not qu ite sure of her
exact arrival date or even if the port was Philade lphia, considering the post
mark date of th e cover. Records for the last half of 1862 in OR,N are not very
complete, in th is respect.

Fi gur e 7 illustrates a cove r where the record is useful. This was sent from
aboard the U.S.S. Housatonic in July, 1863, while blockading off Charleston,
S.C. The cover arri ved at Philadelphia aboard the l! .S.S. Arkansas (per Table I)
on Aug. 3, 1863. The cover is from the Congdon correspondence, Joseph Con g
don having been an "Acting Master," ahoard her at th e time . The rank of
"Master" corresponds to today's Lieutenant, Junior Grade, in the U.S. Navy,
and the term "Acting" deno tes a wartime appointment, somewhat like the
reserve appointmen ts of today. In any case, Congdon was a prolific writer of
letters, and his covers from his service with several ships of the SABS grace
many collections today.

'~ J II~.

Figure 7. From .bo.rd the U.S.S. " Housatonic," oH Ch.rleston, S.C., into Phil.delphi. with U.S.SHIP, Aug. 3,
1863.

Covers from aboard the Housatonic are also relat ively common, if any
group of covers from aboard a single Civil War naval vessel might be said to
be common , tod ay. There was a reason why Housatonic covers were saved,
since th e vessel was the first warship in history to have been sunk by a sub
marin e. Figur es 8 and 8-A show the Housato nic and her assailant, the Confed
era te Hunleu , which was named after her sponsor. Th e attack was made on the
night of Feb. 17, 1864, the Hu nleu , running semi-submerged, exploding her
spar torpedo aga inst the side of the Housatonic . Both went to the bottom, th e
Hunley apparently being drawn into the Housatonid s side by the water rushing
into the gaping hole made by th e torpedo. Most of the crew of the H ousatonic
(including Congdon ) were saved bu t none of the Hu nley crew surv ived, the
fourth (probably) crew she had drowned, one of which had included Horace
Hunley, himself. For those wishing more detail, several accounts of th e Hunley
exist. Probabl y the most readil y available is th at of Lydel Sims in Am erican
Heritage for April, 1958, under the title "The Submarine th at Wouldn't Come
Up." Since our recor ds show that at least two dozen covers from aboard th e
Housatonic have survived, Figures 8 and 8-A have been included, th e former
being from the OR,N and the latter from a painting by C. W. Chapman in the
Confed erate Museum.
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Figure I . U.S.S. "HaUl
.tonic."

Figur. IA. The C.S.S. . ..d~~.1F
"Hunley."

Figure 9 denotes some of the Philadelphia postmarks found on covers bear
ing th e U.S. SHIP straightline, of which, th e writer believes, th ere are two
nearly identical types. Th ey ma y be distin guished mainly by the differences
in the shape of the first "S," but they are believed to have been used concur
rently, so the differences are prob abl y not impor tant. Of th e town postmarks,
the large single circle marking has been recorded with year dates of 1862, 1863,
and 1864, with th e U.S. SHIP mark ings. The final dig it of the year date is often
not legible, and the dates of Tabl e I are valuable for th at reaso n. Th e "186.1"

a

,0 '

- I • ~I

,~-r'5' -'0" ~
PA

u s, SHIP
Figure 9. Philadelphia postmarks appeari ng with U.S. SHIP mllkings.

U.S. SHW
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year dates probably exist in two versions, with a flat topped "3" and with a
rounded top "3" which is seldom legible, as in the cover of Figure 7. There were
probably at least three nea rly similar versions of this handstamper . In 1864, a
19mm circle with an abbreviated "PHILA appeared, and in the spring of 1865,
another 19mm single circle with the city name spelled out, appeared. We have
seen no clear month or day datable examples of the latter on a U.S. SHIP marked
cover.

,
I .'

u.

Figure 10. From eboerd U.S.S. · 'Web••h," off W....w Sound, G.. Into Phil.delphl. with U.S. SHIP, Aug . 26,
1864. F,om photo file. of Henry A. Meye,.

Figure 10 shows an examp le of the 1864 small single circle c.d.s on a nice
U.S. SHIP cover from aboa rd the early flagship of the SABS. Afte r Rear Admiral
Dahlgren took command in late 1863, he shifted his headquarters to small pas 
senger boat typ e vessels, so that he could observe action in the shallow waters
inside the bar. Th e U.S.S. V,l abash, when the war opened, was one of the most
powerful ships of her day, being a heavy steam frigate of 50 guns. The cover of
Figure 10 arrived at Philadelphia aboard the 1J.S.S. Massachusetts on Aug. 26,
1864, as confirm ed by both Table I and the additio nal carrier delivery marking
upon the face of the cover, even though the year da te of the small Philadelphia
c.d.s , is not legible. This photo is from the files of the late Henry A. Meyer , and
we do not know who owns this fine cover today.

Figure 11 shows a cover with U.S. SHIP from aboard the U.S.S. Mingoe, a
"double-ender" (paddlewheel steamer with rudders at each end to permit action
in narrow waterways) not built until mid 1864, and arriving with SABS in
August of 1864. She was not withdrawn north until June 6, 1865. The ship's
histor y thus limit s the date of the postmark to a span of August, 1864-June, 1865.
Since the date of the postmark, other than the last day digit , which may be a
"5," is illegible, and this is the most nearly legible example seen by us, further
examples of U.S. SHIP covers with this Philadelph ia postmark are needed to
det ermine the usage of the c.d.s.

It is easy to over-emphasize the importa nce of covers such as that of
Figure 12. Several viewers of this item have assume d it to be a SHIP (not U.S.
SHIP) rated cover of the period prior to July 1, 1863. If the marking were simply
"SHIP" without the "U.S.," this might be logical-the cover might well be a
partially prepaid ship letter with the ship fee of 2¢ due. But to call it thu s com
pletely neg ates the whole purpose of the "U.S. SHIP" usage, which was that
the 2¢ ship fee was neith er paid out or charged to the recipient of the cover .

The shade of the stamp is a brownish-rose more characteristic of 1864 than
earlier. After July 1, 1863, and for about 18 months, all domestic letters found
in the mail, not certif ied as soldier's or naval letters, were charged double rate
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Figur. II . From Ibolrd the U.S.S. "Mingo.," a "doubl. ender" of the South Atllntic Blocklding Squldron.
lat. 1864 or 1865, into Philldelphi. with U.S. SHIP.

on whatever was unpaid. Furthermore, on that dat e, the drop letter rate was
raised to 2¢ per single letter. In our considered opinion, th e cover of Figure 12
is explained by these two sta tements. Th e cover is a legal sized envelope , and
a do uble wei ght of over a half bu t less than one ounce is almost cert ain. Post
age there fore should have been 2x2¢ for this cover , addressed to Phil ad elphia
and entering th e mails at that city, as evide nced by bear ing the U.S. SHIP
mark ing normally associated with covers entering that port. In fact , the lack
of a town postm ark on th e cover is also evide nce that it was processed at the
city to which it was addressed. However. the postage should have been 4¢,
but only 3¢ was pr ep aid, being a penny shy . T herefore, double th e unpaid
amount, or 2¢, was charged th e recipient of the cover.

Figur. 12. U.S. SHIP, two st,ikes, double weight, do ubi. r.te d,op letle" with 2 x I ¢ due It Philldllphll.

In evaluating covers such as th is, it shou ld be recognized that the Postoffice
Department desired not to hold up or cha rge other than minimum postage under
the law up on letters of tho se in th e military or naval service. The "U.S. SHIP"
idea was of th is nature, and its appearance up on any cover, as evide nce of its
origin , would probabl y secure sympa thet ic handling from most postal employes.
Not th at thi s cover was handled charitably, but it po ssibly could have been
char ged 6¢ du e, as normal mail , rather th an as a drop letter.

To thi s po int in thi s pap er , we have discussed only covers wh ich eithe r
can be assigned as havin g originat ed with other than the Gulf Squadrons, or
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of which we have no indication of geographic origin at all. Most of these type
"U.S. SHIP" covers originated with the South Atlanti c Blockading Squadron,
operating off Charleston, Savann ah, and all the sounds, towns and inlets from
the sta te line between the Caro linas to Cape Canaveral in Florida. Table I,
however, shows other supply steamer arrivals, mainly those of the U.S.S. Ber
muda, which ran between Philadelphia and the Wes tern Gulf Blockading Squad
ron . For several years, although the au thor had long known of the operations of
this vessel, all the U.S. SHIP Phil adelphia covers seen by him originated either
with SABS ships or West Indies Squadron vessels, except for a few picked up
from Wilmington, etc., blo ckad ers- which could easily have been picked up by
the SABS supply steamers on their way to Philadelphia.

Figure 13. U.S. SHIP an caver with 3f 1861 st amp w ith New Yark(?) killer. Ex Deene C. Bartley calledlan.
Photo by H. A. Meyer .

For this reason, for some years both the writer and the late Henry A. Meyer
felt that the straight line "U.S. SHIP," normally associa ted with a Philadel~hia

c.d.s., was actually a route agent marking, similar to the "condensed SHIP, ' as
discussed with the cover of Figure 2 of this article. We spe culated that the
marking was actually applied aboard a flagship off Charleston, or aboard
the SABS despatch steamer , on her way to Philadelph ia. Covers such as that of
Figure 13, which was in the collection of the late Deane C. Bart ley, and which
has the stamp cancelled with what appears to be a New York killer, seemed to
confirm the former idea. However, such covers are few and far be tween, and there
is little or no other information with the cover; we have no idea where it orig
inated or when it was sent. The writer would very much like to see this cover
again, as a matter of fact.

F igure 14 shows still another cover once considered as reinforcing the route
agent idea , since it bears a Philadelphia postmark of July 2, 186?, and no U.S.
SHIP marking. The year date of this cover, as seen in the cancellation-postmark,
is appa rently 1864, at which time the U.S.S. Sem inole was at Pensacola, pre
parin g for the attack on Mobile. However , this postmark yeardate is not legible,
and the 1864 assumption was based only upo n the shape of the last digit. If
the year of use were 1864, then the cover woul d represent a probabl e delivery
by a casual Navy steamer from the Gulf, without either SHIP or U.S. SHIP
markings applied, and if this were tru e, then it would be proof th at the Phil 
adelphia postoffice didn't apply the U.S. SHIP marking automa tically to all
letters delivered by "U.S. Ships." It should be noted that neither New York nor
Boston (excep t for a very short per iod of time) nor Old Point Comfort or Bal
timore normally applied U.S. SHIP markings to pre pa id letters. So, the idea
that perhaps the strai ght line U.S. SHIP normally associated with Phil ad elphia
was actually a route agent marking applied in the SABS made very good sense
at tha t time.

Returning to the cover of Figur e 14, there is now considerabl e doubt that it
is an 1864 use. Although the movements of the U.S. Seminole dur ing early 1863
are somewhat obscure, she was proh ably at the Philadelphia Navy Yard at the
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Figure 14. From eboerd the U.S.S. "Seminole," In the Gulf or at Philadelphia? 5.. text. Courte.y Capt . H. F.
Rommel, USN, Ret.; photo by H. A. Meyer.

time the cover was sent. After nearly a year rep airing at New York, she had
been ordered out in purs uit of the Confed erate raider Tacony in April of 1863.
She put back into Philadelphia for coal, etc. , on June 21, 1863, to learn that the
Tacony raiders had been cap tu red. She was then appa rently assigned to the
WGBS , but had gone only as far as Por t Royal, S.C., by July 14, which brackets
the date of the cover. So, if one accepts the last digit of the cover postm ark year
date as being a "3," then the cover was probably simply mailed at the Ph ilad elphia
postoffice. Th e "Mail Direct" instruction on the cover was a prefer ence that th e
letter be waybilled direct to the town of the address, rather than to a nearby
distributing office. This was usually don e to avoid delays in passage from being
waybilled to a distribution postoffice beyond the point of address.

Figure 15. From abo.rd tho U.S.S. " Mercedita" .t Phll.delphla. Double r.te plu.....ier fee to convey from
Phll.delphia Navy Yard to postoffice .

A somewhat similar cover, in the author's collection, bears a pair of 3¢
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1861 and a single 1¢ 1861 stamp, and is shown in Figure 15. This cover is post
marked at Philadelphia on Feb . 28, 1863, and is doubl e weight, doubl e rate, with
(probably) the 1¢ stamp used to pay a carrier fee to cove r the transportation of
th e cover from th e Phil ad elphia Navy Yard to the Phil adelph ia postoffice. We
know th e U.S.S. M ercedita , the nam e of which is inscribe d on the cover, to have
just arr ived at Philadelphia from the SABS, again , from th e Official Records.

Another type of inbound usage is shown by the cover of F igure 16. This
cover, with a certified "Naval Letter" inscription of John V. Philip, "Lieut. & Ex
Off. " (executive officer) of the U.S. Chippeu:a entered the mails at Phil adelphia on
June 8, 1863. Althoug h the Chippewa was then assigned to the SABS, she had
only just arrived th ere from the ' Vest l ndia Squ adron under Wilkes, on May 30,
1863, at Port Royal , S.C. Pro bab ly her mails were just gotte n ready in time to
"catch" the northbound U.S.S. Keystone State, being sent to Philadelphia for
rep airs, whe re she arriv ed on June 7, 1863. Presumabl y, the cover of Fi gure 16
arrived there aboard her , and was processed at the Phil ad elphi a postoffice the
next mo rning. If so, th en th is cover is evidence that the Phi lad elphia pos toffice,
at least by th at time, applied the U.S. SHIP hand stamp to all covers arriving
aboard the "Nationa l ships" coming into that port, and in which no ship letter
fees were involved.

Figure 16. Certified Nevel Letler , with signature of exe cutive offic er of U.S.S. "Chippewa," then at Port Royal,
S.C. Into Philadelphia with U.S. SHIP, by th. U.S.S. " Keyston. Stat." inbound to Philad elphi a for rep . i..,
June, 1863 .

If the above is correct, then a good many covers should exist with names of
ships assig ned to th e WCBS , which the U.S.S. Berm uda serviced and supplied
from July, 1863, through May, 1865. Admitted ly, th is squadron, located in the
Gulf between and including Pensacola, Florida, and exte nding to the Rio Grande ,
was serviced by other supply steamers running out of both New York and Boston.
It also included th e por t of Jew Orleans, and much of the mail from this squad
ron bears th e po stmark s of that city . Return ing to Tab le I, we ha ve seen just
two covers with postm ark arrival dates "jibing" with tho se of the Bermuda into
Philadelphia. On e, postmarked April 14, 1864, bears no name of ship or other
origin, but is addressed to Holmes Hole, Mass. It was not pr ep aid, and is rated
"Due 6," probabl y as a double weigh t, double rat e, lett er. This isn't very signifi
cant, particularl y since the arr ival date of the Berm uda for th is trip was estimated
from other points she passed.

F igure 17 illustra tes a cover which may confirm the location of lise for the
Philadelphia U.S. SH1P markings . Th is cover bears a Phil ad elphia c.d .s. of October
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Figure 17. From the coptain'. clerk of the U.S.S. "Katahdin," blockading off Oal"eston, Sept.-Oct. 1163. VI. tho
U.S. Supply Sleamer "Barmuda," Inlo Philadelphia with U.S. SHIP, Oct. 18, 1863.

18, 186?, and is from aboard the U.S.S. Katahdin, a "ninety day" (because this class
of gunboat was built in 90 days at the beginning of the war) gunboat. This vessel
spe nt the war assigned to the WGBS, and the cover , while it contains no letter,
is one of a correspondence purchased some years ago from Herman Herst, Jr .,
who most kindly offered the entire group to the writer ra ther than break it up,
knowing of the writer 's interest in the subject. We were and are most gra teful
to Mr. Herst making this contribution to our research! However , we did not
appreciate th is particular cover at first ; it was the only one in th e lot without an
enclosed letter and it also had no yearda te that we could read. Furthermore, it
was thought to be a "mave rick," in that it was one of those covers which often
are found in a sequence of lett ers; it was handl ed by unusual mean s, possibly
partially hand carried, etc. Of about 30 covers , thi s was the only one from the
Gulf area with the Philad elphia U.S. SHIP marking.

It was not until a few years ago, when we fin ally worked out the trips of
the Bermuda, that we recognized the significance of th e cover. The October 18
postmark date correlates perfectly with the arrival date of the U.S.S. Bermuda
from the WGBS on that day in 1863. Th e Chipp correspondence, from which this
cover came, contains no letters sent in Sept. , 1863, nor do any of the "adjacent"
letters in the correspondence mention how the missing letters were sent. How
ever , this cover is probably a cover which did arrive abo ard the Bermuda on the
indicated date, and as such, it is further evide nce the U.S. SHIP straight lines of
th is type were applied at the Philadelphia postoffice.

We have said this project is incomplete. Th ere are several things needed.
First. the arrival dates of the various supply steame rs need to be worked out,
which can be done by a review of their various deck logs in th e National Archives.
Next, a larger and more comprehensive record of covers with not only th e
Philadelphia markings, but others, is need ed. Las tly, from contemporary
newspape rs or similar sources, arriva ls of naval ships other than the supply
steamers at Philadelph ia, Boston, etc. , are needed. Of value, but rep resenting a
gre at deal of work, would be the logs of the supply stea mers showing the actual
vessels visited.

There is still one oth er avenu e needing exploring . This is the record of
the early uses of the U.S.SHIP markin gs. In this write r's opinion, many of th e
1861 and 1862 circul ar ra ted or oval ra ted handstamps were applied by route
agents. This isn't proven, or, for that matter , even more than indicative. ' Ve
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feel it is possible, also, that markings such as the "U.S. SHIP" versions could
have be en applied by route agen ts at first, and then, as mail volume grew,
the same or similar markings were applied at the postoffices at the ports of
en try. The writer would appreciate reports and ideas on these subjects.
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Old U.S. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for My Free Special Lists

THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS

by Laurence (1934)

Beautifu l ne w reprint-limited edition-272 pages- a lmost 3300 illustr ations - prices
real ized at sal e in appendix. Price postpaid . ... _.. _... $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515
The Pioneer Miner and The Pack Mule Express
Ernest A. Wiltsee

In this 193 1 wo rk W iltse e inte nde d to por t ray a phase o f the ea rly history of Cal ifo rn ia, seven
years after th e d iscov er y of gold , d uring wh ich the U. S. postal serv ice w as pra ct ically usel ess thr ough.
out th e inte rior o f the state . This prob lem was remed ied by the ea rly ex press com pan ies . The re lat ion
of th ese compan ies to the life of the min ing reg ion s and th eir sha re in the earl y history and prog 
ress of the sta te ar e related in this 160-pag e hard cove r vo lume . Wh ile th e hist ory of each company
is no t give n, a co mp lete list of a ll compan ies known to the autho r is con taine d in the appe nd ice s alon g
w ith a reg io na l list con ta inin g e xp ress compan ies and the regi onal subd ivisio ns in which they o p
era te d and d at es of op e rat ion . Trask' s Top og raphical Map of the Minera l Dist r icts of Californ ia, 1853
has been printed separate ly for th is Quarterma n facs imi le ed ition and has been inser ted into a
pocket in the b ack cov e r. In add it ion to the 18 cov ers illustrated in the orig inal, th is ed it ion contains
33 new illu strat ion s o f re p resentat ive covers w hich had bee n conveye d by th e express com pan ies. This
work shoul d be of inte rest to pos tal historians, western cover collect ors, and those interested in the
ea rly h isto ry of west ern sta tes , es pecia lly Califo rnia.

$20.00 Postpaid
QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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That's why we'll travel anywhere in the continental United States to
discuss your collection. We are constantly searching for QUALITY
United States and Foreign.
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because
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If you have been contemplating the sale of your collection , ca ll us Toll Free BOO
225-6276 fo r an appointment. We will be pleased to discuss your ho ldings, or if you
so desi re, we will travel to your home, bank or office . Cash pa id on the spot, or
we will place your collection in Auction . WEST COAST collectors wishing to dispose
of the ir collections can contact ou r agent: JULES CHARLES WATERS CO. at 415-387
4634 (collect).
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TOLL FREE
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Our Auction Catalogue Is FREE For The Asking!
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
THE 1869 BISECTS OF CLOVE, NEW JERSEY
CALVET M. HAHN
© Copyrigh t 1976

The bisects of th e 1869 issue have long been sought by specialists. They are
elusive, particularly th e bisected 3c,i stamp. The bisected 2c,i stamp is somewha t
easier to obtain , but one of its more unu sual uses is found from Clove, N.].
The cover has been in my possession for almost a decade and in searching my
bank vault recently I was reminded that the story behind it had not been
written up.

Clove is located in Sussex coun ty-in the extreme northwest corner of New
Jersey. While there were 34 Sussex county postoffices in 1859, the area is still
rural-as well I kno w, having been a student in a one-room school house when
I lived there. Maps from the 1866 period show only two roads and 10 towns.
Clove not among them.

The United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, p. 122, records that the
Clove post office was established in February 1863. It was still listed in the
U.S. Postal Guide of October 1874 but was not in the issue of January 1875.
Clove was obviously a short- lived post office. A check with the outstanding
New Jersey collection of Steph en Rich showed that no example of a Clove
marking was recorded by him. The Register of Officers and Agents, Civil, Mili
tary and Naval , in the Service of the United States, issue covering 1869, shows
that for the four quarters ending September 1869, Clove Postm aster James B.
Decker was paid $13.00-the minimum fee-and owed the government nothing.
The 1871 issue shows the minimum fee for Decker but records th at he owed
the government $2.40 for the four quarters ending September 1871. The net
proceeds of the Clove post office during the period of issue of the 1869 stamps
must have been mini scule. It is und erstandable, therefore, that no oth er example
has so far been recorded.

The cover in question, illustrated as Figure 1, is a legal -sized envelope
addressed to the county clerk at the county seat of Newton. Th e cover bears
a manuscript postmark of "Clove N.]. Oct. 19th '70." Manuscript markings are
typical for an office thi s small. The cover bears two 2c,i 1869 bisects, each attached
to a complete stamp and tied by a manuscript cancellation to the cover. The
use of two bisects on the sam e cover will be discussed further on.

This cover has been examined, and the ink pronounced genuine (and iden
tical) both on the stamp cancellations and the manuscript postmark, by a
number of experts, including Roy Spiller , Kelly Stryker and David Jarrett.
The question of authenticity is naturally raised because of th e rarity of the
Clove postmark and because of the peculiar cancellation tying the stamps. Both
pairs, being Scott numbers 113 and 113d, are cancelled with what appears to be
a manuscript "113." The use of the current Scott number for a cancellation
certainly raises a qu estion.

But Scott first assigned number 113 to the 2c,i 1869 in the edition of 1900-a
quarter of a century after the Clove office was discontinued. The preceding
edition of 1897-8 had a different number for this stamp. Additionally, the manu
script cancellation survived the Henry Meyer water test, suggesting that the
ink was not recently applied . Several possible explanations for the cancel are
offered, in declining order of probability. The most likely is the observation
that the cancel is two pen strokes and a "3" for the rate. Jarrett cites territorial
covers which show similar markings.

The second possibility is that the postmaster kept a numerical record of his
postal customers-not stamp sales, for the same canc ellation is used on both
stamps-and that this was th e 113th stamp customer of either the year or the
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Figure 1. Mlnuscript pastmlrk of 'he shart·llved Clave, N.J . past office (1863.1874) an In 1870 courthouse
le"er using twa Scott # 113s and twa Sea" # l 13ds 'ied to the caver by I pen eaneellatlen through the per.
foration hole s.

month. This hypothesis must be conside red in light of th e low receipts of the
office and the da te of the postmark.

A thir d possibility is that Decker recorded important letters-such as legal
papers or money letters- even when they we re not registered. At thi s time
the reg istry fee was 15¢. Some 113 such tra nsact ions might occur in ten months
at a relatively tiny office.

Can bisected stamps have legitimate use for postal purposes wh en two of
the same denomination are on the same cover? An adequate philatelic definition
of a bisec t has not been located. Konwiser 's American Stamp Collector's Dic
tionary an d the au thorities he cites-Stan ley Ashbrook. Michael Miller and
John Luff-do not fully cover the pro blem. Even if a past defin ition, generally
acceptable, had been prin ted, th is cover would probably require its rewriting.

The first qu estion with a bisect is "Was it legally authorized?" Despite the
Post Office circular of November 10, 185.3 sta ting th at "neither does the law
au thorize the use of parts of postage stamps in prepayment of postage," it has
long been recognized that the 1869 bisects were locally accepted because of
spot shortages of stam ps in some offices. The 1853 noti ce is definitely not in
dexed in the Postal Laws and Regulations of 1866, the applicable regulations for
the issue of 1869, and I did not spot it unindexed.

Wha t th e 1866 PlJ&Rs do require is that th e Postmaster General supply
"suitab le postage stamps of the denomination of three cents and of such other
denominat ions as he may think expedient . . .." (Laws XVI, Sec. 298). Con
versely, postmasters in the smaller offices had th e obliga tion to "order such
qu antity as, upon a careful estimate, may be deemed a sufficient supply of the
various kinds of stamps an d envelopes for three months from th e date of the
order. . . ." (Regulations XVIII , Sec. 163). The Regul at ions also provid e that
"Postmasters who fail to supply themselves from th e dep artment mu st purchase
temp orary supplies from the nearest offices.. . : ' (Regulations XVIII, Sec. 161).

These regulat ions leave looph oles. If the postm aster ordered and the depart
men t failed to supply the requested stamps, he seems legally free to bisect. He
is also legally free if the nearest offices hav e also run out of th e stamps. As a
matt er of practicality, the depart ment could not compel an office to expe nd the
postmaster 's personal funds to travel to the next office and obtain stamps be
cause the order was not fully satisfied or the estimate had been unexpectedly low.

Wh atever the circumstances, bisecting did occur and bisects were accepte d
as full prepayment by receiving offices. In browsing through the United States
Mail and Post Office Assistant I had not come across a discussion of th e prob
lem until I encountered a repl y of May 1869 to correspondent J.C.K. of
"M- ,Pa:' (p . 414, col. 4) stating, "The fraction of a stamp has not a fractional
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value: in other words, one-half of a stamp is not worth for postage one-half of
the whole stamp; consequen tly one two -cen t stamp and half another are not
worth three cents in payment of postage ."

This reply notwithst anding, 2¢ bisect covers do exist in som e quantity.
Jon Rose in the 1869 Pictorial Research Associates lnterpliil 1976 Publication
lists some 17 examples of 2¢ bisects of the 1869 issue. All of these covers appear
to have been accepted by the receiving postmasters.

Was the Clove, N.J . use of two b isects to pay a six cent rate a legitimat e use?
T he instinctive reaction would be to say that the use of two bisects on the same
cover proves that a bis ect was not needed and that therefore its use cannot be
legitimate. But the physical evidence of this cover suggests otherwise: Legitimat e
occasions can occur when only two bisects can pay a rate.

T he analysis of what happen ed at Clove runs as follows : Decker ran out of
3¢ 1869 stamps an d did no t receive (or ra n out of) the subsequent 3¢ banknotes.
To make up any three cent rate he had to bisect a 2¢ or use 1¢ stamps wh ich
(presumably) he also did not have. On this cover , he applied a 2¢ and a 2¢ bisect
to pay the th ree-cent sin gle rat e. He cancelled the stamps with his pen and
then postmarked th e let ter. All this would be normal bisect use. Then he realized
the le tter was overweight. The only way he could mak e up the second three
cents was by usi ng a second bisect. Thus did two bisects legitimately occur on
a rerated letter .

Did thi s cover under go rerating? Th e overall photograph of the cover,
Figure 1, shows that th e postmark is sufficientl y close to the upper 1~ stamps
as to make it impossible to put three stamps in a row. There would be no other
logical reason for cutting on e stamp in half and putting l)~ stamps right below
the other set. Had anyone wish ed to apply three stamps prior to giving the cover
to the postmaster, th ere would ha ve been ample room . There was also ample
room at th e left for the postm ast er to hav e applied three stamps had he mis
takenl y put the postmark on first.

Figu re 2. Closeup of the stamps and Clneellations show
ing (al the t ie through th e perforations of both upper
and lower sets; (b) the ov e rlap -note the arrow-of the
bottom se t oy er the top and (e) th e disappearance of
the bottom tail of the lop " 3" from the 14mm to ,h.
3mm area and its reapp e u ance at the 3mm po int on
th e top pa ir .

o
~ + Col

o

The detailed photograph of the can cellations , Figure 2, shows how th e
bottom pair is superimposed over the top pair, as indicat ed by the arrow in the
photograph . To th e left of the arrow, not e that the down stroke of the upper
"3" sweeps unde r the bo ttom pair and comes back up onto the top pair as a
th in stro ke in the margin. Clearly, the top pair was canc elled prior to th e ap
plication of the lower pair. In fact, the slightly dark er ink used to cancel th e
low er pair suggests that the postmaster redipped his pen prior to its cancellation.
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Both points support the th esis that this cover began as a bisect use for a
three-cent rate and that after applying th e upper stamps an d canc ellin g them,
postmaster Decker realized th at the postage was insufficient and th at only by
using a second bisect could he reach the six-cent rat e required. He applied th e
second set and cancelled it in a slightly darker ink, having redipped his pen ,
which had dried out whil e he weighed the cover to ascertain th at it was over
weight.

Had the Clove postmaster not rerated this cover it would still be a very in
teresting postal history item. For the New Jers ey postal historian it represents a
possibly unique example of a sma ll short-lived postoffice. For th e 1869 speciali st
it would represent one of but a handful of recorded covers showin g a 2¢ 1869
bisect. However, having be en rerated to require a second bisect, it becomes th e
only cover so far recorded showing two 2¢ 1869 bisects. And here th e cover move s
out of the exclusive interest of the 1869 spe cialist and into th e area of th e general
U.S. specialist. For to the best of my knowl ed ge, excluding the Confederate
bisects, there is no other legitimate double bisect in classic U.S. philately.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

WANTED: Building specialized collection
of lOt green 1861 issue, #68. Need fanc y
cancels. multiples, proofs. specimen over
print. imprint or plate number pieces and
"tag" varieties. Also same on cover. Please
price. Ken Gilbart, 1853 Green St. , San
Francisco. CA 94123.

HELP! Need MICHIGAN covers. 1830
1870, from Carp River, Copper Harbor,
Eagle Harbor, Eagle River, Grand Island.
Houghton. Mackinac, Ontonagon or North
West Mine. Please price. L. H. Lewis, 325
So. Jefferson St., Marshall, Mich. 49068.

FOR SALE-Reprint of Report of Post
master General, 1847, 1848. 1849. complete
with appendices. A wealth of data for the
classics collector. 180 pages punched for
3-ring binder. $5.00 from Theron Wierenga.
337 College Ave.• Holland, Mich. 49423.
Maine Postal History and Postmarks
Sterling T. Dow
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Although three decade. have passed since the or igina l publication of Maine Postal History, and
Postmarks, it re main s the de fin it ive wor k provid ing a st udy of Maine postal hi story from its earli est
days w ith coverage of the ea rly post office du r ing the Br it ish ad ministrat io n, th e Cont inen tal Con 
gr ess and the federa l pe riod . All areas of postmarks (ov a ls , cross -bor de r, f ancy, et c. ) are cove red in
depth with over 200 postmarks illustrated by line draw ings and ha lft o ne s and 19 covers illust rated .
The last section conta ins the list of Ma ine pos t o ffic es, over 2100, that have ex iste d , or are suppos ed
to have existed - a list seeming ly unavail ab le e lsew here . Included in this 256. page ha rdcover vo lume are
repr ints of five oth er articles by Dow, Arth ur Hecht, Paul Han nem ann , and David L. J arrett w ri tt e n s ince
the publ icatio n of the or igi na l work . A new foreword by Jo seph F. Ant izzo ha s been added to the
Qu ar ter man ed it ion along with photogr aphs of 19 cove rs no t conta ined in the o rig inal work. This work is
a necess ity for co llectors, posta l his tor y stu dents, and those inte rested in Co lo nial and Maine h istory.

$25.00 Postpaid
QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
FANCY CANCELLATIONS ON DEPARTMENT STAMPS
MORRISON WAUD

When thi s column was first started an d the Bank Note issues were in
cluded in th e Chronicle, reference was ma de to the so-called "large" posta ge
due stamps and th e Dep artment stamps as being proper subjects to include for
the Bank Note period. Indeed in Chronicle 80:229 a complete set of the War
Department issue with kickin g mul e can cella tions principally from Por t Town
send, Washington, was pictured as well as a 3ri first issue postage due (p, 230)
with a kicking mule cancella tion (one of two recorded on a Bank Note postage
due stamp).

Figure 1
Star in Sta..

Figure 2
Star in Star s

Figure 3
5 in Circle

Aside from kicking mule cancellations, very few fancy cancellations are
found on Department stamps. Th e exam ples illustrat ed in this article ar e from
the collections of Charles J. Starnes an d your Editor. T he scarcity of such can
cellations is due in part to the limited use of Department stamps compared with
the regular postage stamps of the period , and the fact that most of the Dep art
ment stamps were mail ed in larger citi es where standardized killers were used .
The more imaginative fancy cancellers were found on mail from a relatively few
smaller cities and towns during the 1873-80 period with th e fancy cancellations
becoming even scarcer after th e ad vent of the Universal Postal Union on Jul y 1,

Figure 4
Masonic Square and Compi"

Figure 5
Knight. Templar Cro••

Figure 6
Heart w ithin H.art
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Figure 7
Indian Head

Figure 8
Jack--o'·Lanf.r"

Figure t
Skull and Crossbon..

1875, and the subsequent adoption of postal regulations calling for the use of
standard cancellers.

Fortunately for collectors of fancy cancellations, the regulations were not
immediately follow ed by all postmasters. All of the cancellations illustrated are
in black unless otherwise noted. Figures 1 and 2 show the attractive and rare
solid star within two concentric stars on a W ¢ Navy and a 12¢ War Department
stamp respectively. It's hoped that this cancellation will be found on cover so
that the place of origin can be determined. Figure 3 shows a heavy 5 in a heavy
circle in magenta on a 3¢ War, a fine strike.

A few Masonic cancellations have been found on the Department stamps;
Figures 4 and 5 illustrate two examples, a square and compass on a 1¢ War and
a Knights Templar cross on a o¢ Treasury. The next cancellation, Figure 6,
is a very attractive and well-struck heart within a heart in a square of irregular
blocks on a 6¢ War.

A number of Indian head cancellations have been found on War Depart
ment stamps. They are of several types and are occasionally found in blue as
well as black. An example of one type is shown on a 3¢ War in Figure 7. It is a
marvelously clear strike.

The cancellation on Figure 8 is variously referred to as a jack-o -lantern
or a Hobgoblin. It is on a 3¢ Tr easury and was probably used during the
Hallowe'en period. Figure 9 portrays the interesting and ever popular skull
and crossbones cancellation on a 3¢ Interior, probably from West Gardiner,
Mass. I have never heard a good explanation of why such a macabre cancella
tion was used so frequently.

Flgur. 10 Figur. 11 Figur. 12
"MB" for Mystic Bridge Negativ. US US on 90¢ War

The last three illustrations, Figures 10, 11, and 12, show stamps cancelled
with initials: MB for Mystic Bridge, Conn., a beautiful strike on a 3¢ Interior;
a fine and very clear negative US in a solid circle on a 1¢ War; and a positive
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US on a 9O¢ War. Fancy cancellations on the high denominations of any stamps
of the Bank Note peri od are very rare and particularly on Department stamps.
T he 90¢ War (Figure 12) cam e from a sma ll but supe rb group of cancellations
form ed by the late Ernest R. Jacobs, one of the truly great collectors of United
Stat es cla ssic stamps.
INTERPHIL 76-COMMENTS
Those of you who attended Interphil in Philadelphia don't need to be told

what a fabulous exhibi tion it was . Between the Aristocrats of Philately, Court
of Honor, Raymond H . Weill Co. exhib it, and the competitive exhib its nearly
eve ry rarity could be see n . The pr esentation, research, breadth of coverage, and
rarity of most of th e compet itive exhibits were mind-bogglin g.

For tho se interested in U.S. Bank Note issues-in addition to some represen
ta tion primarily in the cancellation field-there was a marvelou s collection of
th ese issues starting with original pencil and watercolor essays. It well deserved
the large gold it received . After the essays came the die, tri al color and plate
pr oofs in profusion , followed by the Special Printings including the unique
set of Co ntine ntal Bank Note Special Printings, each with plate number. One
well kno wn expe r t claim s it is the only set that is unquestionably genuine and
con sid ers it invaluable as a reference set . Next the exhibit abounde d in Bank
Notes unused , both singles and blocks. I was hoping to see the 24¢ grill unused,
but it was not th ere; about everything else was, however , including a used copy.
Used sing les and multiples were well represented including a great many fine
cance lla tions. The exhib it en de d with num erou s interesting postal uses of Bank
Notes. Co ngratu lations and felicit ations to Rudolph G. Wunderlich!
SElUNG OR BUYING
DUALITY U.S.
CLASSIC MATERIAL
WOLFFERS HAS
YOU IN MIND
We would like to help you wi th your philatelic selling plans. Our active cus 
tomer and dealer list in the United Stat es and abroad means we know where
in the world to get you top dollar. We offer a choice of direct purchase, private
treaty or publi c auction. Eight sales a year each supported by one of the most
highly regard ed catalogs in the busine ss. It 's a step you won 't regret, call
co ll ect (415) 781 -5127.

Should you be buying, cata logs are avail abl e FREE at our downtown San
Francisco store, 3 weeks pr ior to sale dat e. To rece ive by mail , order now.
Send name, address and $1.

~HARD \\"OLFFERS, INC. Stamps and Stamp Auctions

127 KEARNY ST.• SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94108
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WHEN YOU HAVE
STAMPS TO SELL:

Contact the professionals offering

all of the services that discriminating

Collectors, Investors and Dealers require.

PUBLIC AUCTIONS: Each year we offer over 15,000 carefully
described lots of U.S., U.N., FOREIGN stamps, and Postal
History at unreserved public auction.

DIRECT PURCHASE: We are active buyers of individual stamps,
entire collections or estates. We will travel for worthwhile
philatelic holdings.

PRIVATE TREATY SALES: Valuable stamps, covers and philatelic
properties or complete collections may be consigned to us for
private sale.

Wr ite describing your material, for shipping instructions, com
mission rates and/or minimum requ irements. Include your ad
dress and telephone number. Sh ip stamps only after our
confirmation.

OUR NEXT AUCTION CATALOG SENT BY 1ST CLASS MAIL

- 75 c. (WITH PRICES REALIZED - $1 .50). 1 YEAR SUBSCRIP

TION TO CATALOGS & PRICES REALIZED - $8 .50, OVERSEAS

$12.50.

Licenled Bonded Auctioneer

New York, N.Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 662-2777

536 West ll1th Street

JjatlJ1ttz QL ~t4iff, Jjr., ~ttt.

A
Established 1947
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, A.loc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, AllOc. Editor
A PASSE FREMONT COVER-FIRST DAY TREATY USE FROM FRANCE
CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

John Charles Fremont, sometimes referred to as "The Pathfinder," gained
prominence during the 1840s for his roles in the opening of the Far West and the
conquest of California during the Mexican War. Politically, during the early
1850s, he openly opposed slavery and was extremely popular with the strong
abolitionist elements situated in the New England area. The newly formed Re
publican party offered Fremont as its first presidential candidate in 1856. As
part of the campaign publicity, envelopes were imprinted with the liken ess of
their favorite candidate and used by the members of the fled gling but bel
ligerent party. Notwithstanding the loss of the election to his Democratic op 
ponent, James Buchanan, Fremont still remain ed a hero to th e small group
of radical Republicans who remained influenti al within the party circle. Thus
old "Fremont campaign covers" still found purposeful lise by his staunch ad
mirers after the vote had been counted.

1
I
J

Figure 1. Fremont campaign cover from France on 1 April, 1857.

Several months after the election of 1856, a passe "Fremont campaign
cover" was mailed at Mars eilles, France, addressed to one Brackett Munsey of
North Beverly, Massachusetts, a proverbial "hot-bed" of abolitionists at that time.
Just exactly why this passe cover was used from France is unknown, but when
we consider the fact that Fremont's fath er was born in that country, it is not
too unreasonable to assume that some of Fremont's close relatives lived there,
and held him in high re gard. Significantly, from a postal history standpoint, and
especially for those students of Transatlantic Mail, the cover illustrated (Figure
1) was postmarked at Mars eilles, France, on 1 April 18.57 (Figure 1A).

The first postal convention between the United States and France was
signed 2 March 1857, and letters could be sent under terms of this convention
beginning on Wednesday, 1 April 18571 • The postal clerk at Marseilles may not
have been completely familiar with the new postal arrangements between his
country and the U.S., and considered, not unr easonably, that the 80 centimes
imperforate stamp of the "Empire" series (lake shade on yellowish paper) was
the proper prepayment for a single-rate (less than 7~ grams) letter from France
to the United States frontier when conveyed by British packet, per the terms

1. For a complete di scussion of th is conven tio n. see G. E. Hargest , Leit er Post Communica
tions, etc., 70-84.
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Figure 1B. Detail of transit beckstemps.

Figure IA . Det.il of Moraeill.. poltmork.

of the Anglo-French postal treaty, effective 1 January 18572 • The boxed red
P.P. (Port Paye Partiellment), which may have been stamped at Mars eilles, was
a stan dard marking of the interim period (1 Jan.-1 Apr. 1857), but should not
have been a cause for concern at the New York exchange office, since 80 cen
times was also the correct prep aid rate under th e new treaty, and the part-paid
marking irrelevant.

The cover was sent on its way to Paris , through Lyon on 2 April, and was
processed on the Paris to Calais travelling office th e same day (Figure IB).
There the exchange clerk marked a credit to the U.S. of three cents, per the
red manuscrip t "3" on the far left -hand side of the front of the cover. This
was certainly the proper credit under terms of the new U.S.-French treaty,
since the French were responsible for their internal (4¢), British transit (2¢),
and .British packet transatlantic service (6¢). Possibly misled by the French P.P. ,
the New York clerk, who should have applied the tot al rate statement NEW
YORK PAID 15 in red ink (to indicate to the local post office the letter was
fully paid), stamped it in black ink. Since black ink , by treaty and domestic
regulations, showed debits (in this case, postage to be paid by the addressee),
probably poor Mr. Munsey had to pay 15¢ on receipt of the letter!

The New York office did apply correctly the red boxed arc "Br , Service,"
which shows faintly under the New York handstamp in the photo. The new
treaty regulat ions specified this marking was to be applied by the receiving
office on French mails which were carried to the U.S. port by British packet;
this letter arr ived on the Cunard steamer Arabia 16 April 1857 after a 12-day
run from Liverpool. And the French also used good sense in processing the
lett er for Briti sh car riage, as packets sailin g direct from a French port were
not schedu led before the middle of April.

Here we have, in summ ary, a cover used from France to the United States
(via England) on the very first possible date th at such a letter communication
between the two countries under the U.S.-French mail tr eaty of 2 March 1857
could be execu ted I A most significant postal history item, to say the least, and to
th ink th at those who held John Charles Fremont in such high regard would have

2. I bid., 62-69. A cover mail ed from Bordeaux 25 March 1857 under th e terms of this
trea ty is ill ustrated on p. 69.
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assisted us in preserving such an item. The author is deeply grateful to the current
owner of this cover for permitting us to illustrat e it , and to learn that he
intends to preserve it for futur e genera tions of postal historians in th is country.
In addi tion, th e author would like to express his profound appreciation to Messrs.
Hargest, Hubbard, Sall es and Starnes for their respective constructive comments.

References
Raymond Salles. L a Paste M aritim e Francoise, 1969.
Personal correspondence betw een the au thor and Messrs. H ar gest , H ubbar d , Salles an d

Sta rnes.
Frank Staff. T he 'Transat lant ic Mail, Mackay & Co .• Chat ham . 1956.
Henry E. Simmo ns , A COl/cise En cyclopedia of th e Civ il War, 196!i.
The World Book En cycloped ia, Field En ter prises, 1967.
Stan dard Postage Stamp Catalog. Scott Publi sh ing Co., 1961.
New York T im es, var ious issues.
U.S.-EGYPT MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES

Many fac ets of the postal history of Egypt in the nineteenth century re
flect th e competitive struggles of for eign powers for economic and political
control. Long before England finally "won" this dangling fragment of th e
Turkish empire, va rious foreign consulates assumed the responsibility for in
ternal .postal services to th eir nationals; by 1863 six governme nts maintained
post offices-Austria, F rance, England, Italy, Greece, and Russia. The Egyptian
government itself used th e efficient pr ivately-owned Italian "Posta Europea" in
preference to th eir own poorly-organ ized postal system and, in 1865, the Posta
Europea wa s bought out by the sta te and all private intern al posts suppressed.
The Italians retained th eir jobs in thi s transfer to th e Egyptian Vice-Royal
Post, "Peste Vice-Reali E giziane" in Italian , which was th e language used in
the early postmarks and sta mps of Egypt.'

A stu dy of the appende d rate compilation shows that all the great mail serv
ices offered rates to Egypt, with separate listings to Alexandria, the Mediter
ranean excha nge point for all mails to Egypt and th e far East until the Suez
Can al was op ened, and to Port Said when it became important as the entrance
to the Suez Ca na l. But desp ite th is plethora of rates, it appears that U.S.-Egypt
mail is quite scarce through out the classic period. Onl y four of the mail system
operations can be illustrated with the following covers.

British

Figur. 1

/"

.""o:w'
-,~,¥ ..

IA.......'y~ ~· ,

~

The cover of Figure 1 was prepaid Is.5d. at the Cairo British post office,
as shown by th e ms. "1/ 5," the Cairo c.d.s. of 25 Apr. , and the rare red crowned
circle PAID AT CAIRO. This amount, equivalent to 34¢, paid th e under ~ oz .
rate via Marseilles and England to the U.S. frontier. Following th e route Cairo,

I. A. Di ena, " T he Contribution of It alians to th e Organization of the Egyptian Post Of
fice ," trans. by E. J. Peplo, Ph ilatelic Journal of Great Britain , Jan . 1934. 7-11.
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25 Apr.-Alexandria-Marseilles-Calais-London, 3 May 1860-Liverpool, 5 May
-Boston, 17 May, the letter on arrival at the latter exchange office was rated
5¢ due (black BOSTON BR. PKT. 5) and sent on to Springfield, O. The 5¢,
U.S. inland under tenus of the British treaty, Art . XI, makes the total postage
charge of 39¢, identical to the ~ oz. Br. v M rate to Cairo from the U.S., con
forming to Art. XII of the treaty."

Hambul1ll

Flg_ 2

Flgur.2R

0i-;:'~.)IJ....!·A \ tA)

~

In company with many other collectors, the author has had his little
auction vexations, and the cover of Figures 2 and 2R is one of them. Twelve
years ago he was the underbidder on this rather ratty-looking item, which is
nevertheless an outstanding use of the 301 1860 stamp, prepaying the Hamburg
(and Bremen) rate to Alexandria. Mailed at East Cambridge, Mass., 2 Nov.,
this letter was processed by the New York exchange office the next day. There
the clerk applied one hands tamp in error, and then over it the red N. YORK
HAMB. PKT. PAID with magenta "25," the credit to Hamburg, U.S. retaining
5¢ inland on Hamburg treaty mail until the latter half of 1863. Carriage was by
the Steamer "Borussia" of the Hapag line to Hamburg, 20 Nov. 1860 (A). The
Hamburg office turned the letter over to the Prussian post office (B) in the
same city:' for further transit. Prussia marked the cover in blue ms. "f3," franco
3 silbergroschen (about 7.5¢), a notation of the foreign postage allowed for
packet transit from the CAPU border office, Trieste (C), to the Austrian post
office at Alexandria (D), 3 Dec.

2. For an amplified discussion of Arts . XI and XII and their application to British mail
prepaid to the U.S. frontier, see George E. Hargest , L ett er Post Communications, etc ., 38-39.

3. Donald Patton, Hamburg, Robson Lowe, London , 1963, is a valuable reference work
for postal operations and markings, as well as the stamps of Hamburg.
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French

Figure ,

The illustration in Figure 3 shows an unpaid French mail double-rate cover
to Alexandria. It appears that the Pigeon Cove, Mass., postmaster thought the let
ter could be sent free (boxed FREE upper left). This queer attempt was corrected
at the Boston exchange office; the clerk, being familiar with the fact that French
mail to Alexandria was 30¢ j'.-4 oz., optional prepayment (to the rest of Egypt
prepayment was compulsory), did not have to send the letter back to Pigeon
Cove but could send it on unpaid. He debited Fra nce 2x (3¢ U.S. inland + 9¢
sea Am. Pkt. direct) with the black BOSTON 2/! and sent the lett er to the New
York office. It left the next day , 30 Mar. 1861, by a New York & Havre line
packet direct to Havre, arriving 15 Apr.-blue ET. UNIS SERVoAM. D. HAVRE.
There the weight was checked, found to be between 7.5 and 15.0 grams," as
shown by faint "2" upper left, and the total collect postage , 32 decim es (60¢)
written in black ink. Further transit was by rail to Marseilles and French
packet to Alexandria.

North German Union

Figure 4

Figures 4 and 5 show a pair of covers to Cairo in 1869, both franked at 20¢,
the NGU closed mail rate to Alexandria, but not Cairo (see rate table). The
first cover, Figure 4, was processed at the New York office 6 Jan. with red

4. T erms of th e U.S. Fren ch trea ty specified tha t debits p aid by Fra nce to the U.S. were
based on the 7.50 grams single rate, an d tha t debi ts paid by the U.S. to Fra nce were based
on th e Amer ican \.4 oz. (7.09 gra ms) single ra te.
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NEW YORK PAID ALL BR. TRANSIT (A) and 5¢. credit-the red ringed 55- to
the NGV , the excess over the international I5¢. closed mail rate. The travelling

5. George E. Hargest , Letter Post Com municat ions, etc., P: 160, comes to no conclusion
ab out th is ri ng ed 5, pa rt ly becau se he had 110 record III its use on NGU d irect ma il cover s.
However, th e wri ter has in hi s collec tion a J ul. 1869 NGU 15¢ di rect mail, via Bremen , cove r
to Belek, T urk ey, wi th the same red ringed 5 cred it, res ta ted a t Bremen in a boxed " We iterfr .
2 Sgr ." And in th e Siegel auction of 20-21 Aug. 1975, lot 580 , an overpa id NGV 2x 13¢ d irect
mail , via Breme n , cover to Copenhagen , Denmark . in J un. 1870, hea rs the same ringed 5, 2x
2.5¢ cre di t to NGU, restated by Bremen ms, "w£2."
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office between Verviers and Koln marked a blue "f2" {fra nco 2 sgr .), restate
ment of the .5¢. credit for foreign postage allowe d by the U.S. The letter then
went by rai l to Trieste (B) and packet to Alexandria, 29 Jan . (C). The E gyptian
office noted the NG D foreign postage pa id the letter only to Alexandria ,
sta mped it AFF . INSUFF. (Affracantura ln sufficiente- insufficicnt ly paid ) and
"1 ~" piastres (7.5¢.) postage due before sen ding it by the ir mails to Ca iro (D).

The second cover , F igure 5, from the collection of William K. Herzog, was
mailed from Schenectady 22 Jun . 1869 and processed at the New York office
exactly as the previous cover-red ringed 5 and markin g (A). However , the
NG U clerk on th e Verviers-Koln run marked the letter with a blue "f4"
(franco 4 sgr.- l 0¢' for eign postage) in error, since the U.S. had cre dited NG ll
with only 2 sgr. The letter then travelled as usual to Trieste (B) and Alexandria
(C), wh ere the Egyptian office , noting only the correct allow ance by th e NGD
for postage to Cairo, mark ed it FRANCA and sent it there as full y paid.

U.S.-EGYPT RATES, 1849-1875
EGYPT:
ALL DESTINATIONS EXCEPT ALEXANDRIA AND PORT SAID

7/49 e4/52 10/52 e7/55 e7/56 1/57 4/57 7/57
Br. vS 57 33
Br . vM 51/71 43/53 39/45
Br, vM , em, 61/71 omit
Fr. 30/60
PCM W 38
B-H -30

5/63 8/63 3/67 1/68 12/68 1/70 7/70 8/70
Br, vS - (a) 22 16
Br. vM 33/45 (a) 22/34 16/28
Fr. omit
PCM 36 35 omit
B-H omit
NGU . d. -15 e20(b) -17 (h) omit
NGU . cm. e20 e25(b) e20(b)

11/70 12/70 2/71 5/71 10/71 2/73 -1/74
Br. vS 20 nc
Br. vM 20 omit
NG U, d. - 17(b) e16(b) - nc
NGU, em, e17(b) - nc
NGU. d. vB 15 14 omit
NGU , em, vB 18 15 omit
It.• o. 14 - nc
Br. vB 20 24 nc

(a) to Cairo and Suez, British rate was Br., oA-oB. 21 -5. from 8/63 to 1/68.
(b) to Upper Egypt prepayment was compulsory.

ALEXANDRIA
NI8 7/49 e4/52 10/52 8/53 4/57 7/57 5/63

B e61x (a) e57x (a) 30 omit
Br. ,oA·oB 21-5
PCM -38 56
Fr. e30;-60
B-H e30

3/67 1/68 1/70 7/70 8/70 11/70 12/70 1/71
Br.• oA -oB omit
PCM -35 omit
Fr. omit
B-R omit
Br. vS 22 16
Br. \'M 22/34 16/28 28 omit
Br. vB 28
:-lGU. d . e15 e12 omit -12
:-lGU. ern. e20 e15
NGU. d . vB -15
:-lGU , cm. vB -18
n., o. -14
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10/71 1/72 2/73
Br. vS - - nc
Br. vB 20 - nc
NGU, d. -11 - nc
NGU. em. -12 - nc
NGU. d. vB -14 -12 DC
NGU. em. vB -15 -I!I nc
It.• o. - nc

(a) Bremen rates for Cairo the same, !I/48 to 8/5!1.

PORT SAID
7/67 1/68 2/69 11/69 1/70 7/70 8/70 11/70

-!I0/-60 omit
-ll; -20 -17 omit -17
-20 -25 -20
22 omit 22 16

22/!I4 omit 22/M 16/28
42 omit

12/70 5/71 10/71 4/74
-16 - nc
-17 - DC

20 nc

Fr.
NGU. d .
NGU. em.
Br. vS
Br. vM
Br.

NGU , d.
NGU. em.
Br. vS
Br. vM
Br. vB

20 omit
20 24 nc

ABBREVIATIONS USED
Place names:
vB via Brindisi
HA Havana
K Kingston
M Marseilles
NY New York
Pan Panama
S Southampton
SF San Francisco
ST St. T homas
T T rieste
U.K Uni ted Kingdom

Mail systems:
B Bremen
Belg. . Belgian
Br British
DCM Dani sh closed mail
Fr• .. . . . French
H Hamburg
It Italian
Neth Netherlands
NGU North German Union
PCM Prussian closed mail
SoN Swedish-Norwegian
Switz. . . . Switzerland

General:
em. . closed mail
d direct
e earlier than-prefix with date to ind icate the actual rate change was probably more

than a month earlier than noted .
nc no further change in rate until. or after. 1 July 1875.
o open mail
oA open mail. Am.Pkt, to England
oB open mail . Br. Pkt, to England
q over 2500 miles from mailing office
u unpaid
v via
x foreign postage paid to 14 oz. only
- prepayment optional

(dash) rate continued
FRANK GODDEN ALBUMS
F.G. DE LUXE-genu ine Morocco leather in dark shades of red. blue or green.
Binder is gold-tooled and padded with soft-lined dust-pr oof slipcase. Sixty pages
gilt-edged with rounded corners. The F.G. POPULAR half bound in dark green
leather with fifty pages and slipcase. Also the econ omical F.G. WARWICK in dark
b lue and maroon-fifty pages with slipcase.

ALBUM PAGES AV AILABLE SEPARATELY

For illustrated brochure and prices contact:

PHILIP T. WALL
536 WOODVALE DRIVE GREENSBORO, N.C. 27410
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GOLD RUSH STEAAfERS
of the Pacific

Ernest A. W iltsee

First published in 1938 in a limited edition of 500 copies, Gold Rush Steamerl
of the Pacific has long been reg arded as a classic in its field . Based upon his stud
ie s of new spaper accounts, propaganda handstamps used by the steamship com
panies , and other sou rces , Wiltsee d iscusses all the ships to California f rom 1848
to 186 9 in chrono logic a l order. Also covered in deta il a re the gold rush period
of 184 8, the inaug uration of the Pacific Mail Steamsh ip Company, Law's line of Pa
cif ic steamers, the Empi re City Line, and the three additional competing lines put
into operation during 1850 and '5 1. The 17 p lates illustrating steamships and im
po rta nt perso nalities included in the original work are printed as extremely fine
halfton es in th is facsimile reproduction . 5 illustrations of steamships and scenes
of San Francisco and Hawaii have also be en added to this Quarterman edition .

Also included in this 496-page Qua rterman edition are the 35 covers illus
trated in the or ig ina l and approximatel y 90 new photogra phs of covers supplied
for this e d itio n by int e rested co llectors. A foreword by Basil C. Pearce has also
be e n added . This work is a valuable contribu tio n to the early history of the United
State s an d shou ld be in th e libra ry of ever y collecto r, postal histo ry student, steam
ship b uff , an d western hist ory en th usiast .

$3 5.00 Postpaid

QUAR ERMAN PUBLICA IONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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CUNARD LINE-EASTWARD SAILINGS FROM NEW YORK AND BOSTON

WALTER HUBBARD

(Cont inued fro m Chron icle 90:162)

Port Wed. Pi cket Port & Arr Dlte Not es

1862
NY I J an AMERIC A QT 14 J an
B 8 do NIAGARA QT 19 J a n
NY 15 do ASIA QT 26 J an
B 22 do CANADA QT 4 Fe b
NY 29 do ARABIA Q.T 10 Feb

B 5 Feb EUROPA QT 17 Feb
NY 12 do AFRICA QT 23 Feb
B 19 do AM ER ICA QT 5 Ma r
NY 26 do ASIA QT 10 Ma r

B 5 Ma r NIAGARA QT 18 Ma r
NY 12 do ARA BIA QT 24 Mar
B 19 do CANADA QT 30 Mar landed 88 sacks
NY 26 do AFRICA QT 6 Apr (2150) do 81 do

B 2 Apr AMER ICA QT 14 Apr (la te) landed 112 sacks
NY 9 do F/V CH INA QT 21 Apr (1220) do 70 do
B 16 do N IAGA RA QT 27 Apr (2000) do 129 do
NY 23 do ASIA QT 4 May (1745) d o 81 do
B 30 do CANADA QT 11 May (1110) do 83 do

NY 7 May PERSIA QT 16 Ma y (1430) do 65 do
B 14 do AMER ICA LP 26 Ma y
NY 21 do AUSTRALASIAN L1' 1 Jun
B 28 do L /V NIAGARA LP 9 Jun

NY 4 Jun F/V SCOTIA LP 14 Jun
B 11 do EUROPA LP 22 [un
NY 18 do PERSIA LP 28 Jun
B 25 do AFRICA QT 6 Jul

NY 2 Jul CH INA QT 13 Jul (1830)
B 9 do ARABIA QT 19 Jul (0130)
NY 16 do SCOTIA QT 25 Jul
B 23 do EUROPA QT 2 Aug (1630)
NY 30 do PERSIA QT 8 Aug (1700)

B 6 Aug ASIA QT 16 Aug (a.m.)
NY 13 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 22 Aug landed 82 sacks
B 20 do ARABIA QT 29 Aug (1930) do 88 do
NY 27 do SCOTIA QT 4 Sep

B 3 Sep EUROPA QT 13 Sep landed 116 sack s
N Y 10 do PERSIA LP 20 Sep
B 17 do ASIA QT 27 Sep (2300) landed 70 sacks
NY 24 do AU ST RA LASIAN QT 4 Oct

B I Oct ARABIA LP 12/13 Oct
NY 8 do SCOTIA LI' 18 Oct
B 15 do EUROPA L P 27 Oct
N Y 22 do P ERSIA LI' I Nov
B 29 do ASIA LI' 9 No v

NY 5 Nov AUST RALASIAN LP 16 Nov
B 12 do ARABIA QT 22 Nov
NY 19 do SCOTIA LI' 29 Nov
B 26 do EUROPA LJ' 9 Dec

NY 3 Dec P ERSIA QT 15 Dec
B 10 do AFRICA QT 19 Dec
NY 17 do CH INA LP 27 Dec
B 24 do ARABI A LP 4 Jan
NY 31 do SCOTIA QT 10/11 J an
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Port Wed. Puket Port & Arr Olte Not..

1163
B 7 Jan
NY 14 do

B I Ap r
NY 8 do
B 15 do
NY 22 do
B 29 do

B 21 do
NY 28 do

B 4 Feb
NY 11 do
B 18 do
NY 25 do

B 4 Mar
NY 11 do
B 18 do
NY 25 do

N Y
B
N Y
B

l'IY
B
N Y
B

NY
B
NY
B
NY

B
NY
B
NY

B
NY
B
NY
B

NY
B
NY
B

NY
B
NY
B

NY
B
NY
B
NY

6 May
13 do
20 do
27 do L / V

3 Jun
10 do
17 do
24 do

1 Jul
8 do

15 do
22 do
29 do

5 Aug
12 do
19 do
26 do

2 Sep
9 do

16 do
23 do
30 do

7 Oct
14 do
21 do
28 do

4 Nov
11 do
18 do
25 do

2 Dec
9 do

16 do
23 do
30 do

EU R O PA
ASIA

AFR ICA
CHI NA

ARABIA
AUS T RA LAS IA N
EUROPA
ASIA

CANADA
AFR ICA
ARABI A
AUS T RA LASIAN

EU R O PA
ASIA
CA NA DA
AFR ICA
AR ABIA

PERSIA
EU R O PA
AUSTRALA SIAN
AM ERICA

CH INA
ASIA
PERSIA
AFR ICA

SCOT IA
CAN ADA
CH IN A
ASIA
PERSIA

AFR ICA
SCOT IA
ARA BIA
CHINA

ASIA
PERSIA
AFRICA
SCOTIA
ARABIA

CHINA
EUROPA
PERSIA
OLYMPUS

SCOTIA
CANADA
CH INA
ASIA

P ERSIA
ARABIA
SCOTIA
CANADA
A USTRALASIAN

QT 17 Jan
QT 28 Jan

QT 2 Feb (1630)
QT 12 Feb

QT 15 Feb (1700)
QT 21 Feb (1230)
QT 3 Mar
QT 8 Ma r

off QT 15 Ma r
QT 22 Mar
LP 29 Mar
QT 4 Apr

QT 12 Ap r
off QT 18 Apr
off QT 25 Apr
off QT 3 May

LP 10 May

off QT 16 May
off QT 25 May
off QT 29 Ma y

QT 7 Jun (1220)

QT 12 Jun (1900)
QT 20 Jun (1030)
QT 27 Jun (0245)
QT 4 Jul (1450)

(~T 10 .lui (0815)
QT 19 Jul (0530)
QT 25 Jul (2100)
QT I Au g
Ll' 9 Aug

QT 16 Ang
off QT 2 1 Aug

LP 29 Aug
QT 4 Sep (1900)

QT 12 Sep (p .m .)
QT 19 Sep (0320)
QT 25 Sep (2155)
QT 2 Oct
QT 10 Oct

QT 16 Oct
QT 25 Oct
QT 31 Oct (a .m .)
QT 9 Nov (1610)

off QT 13 Nov (0450)
QT 22 Nov
QT 29 Nov
Ll' 6 Dec

QT 11 Dec (2200)
LP 19/ 20 Dec
Ll' 24 Dec
QT 4 Jan

off QT 8 Jan

her dep, was delayed 2 days
by fog
see foo tno te 2

fl1h da y cro ssing

sec footnote 3

8Y2 day cro ssing

see foo tn o te 4

2. "Queenstown, February 2 (1863) . "She was detained one day at New York by a
snow storm . T wen ty six hours after sa il ing , th e int ermediat e sha ft was di scovered to be
fractured and she was com pe lled to d isconnect her screw a nd proceed under canvas. The
shaft was reversed , end for end, a nd one engi ne got to work on th e fourth day after breaking
do wn . All well si nce."

3. She b rought AFR ICA' S mail s (see Hargest pp .132-3).
4. " fro m Ne w York to Li verpool in less th an Bd. 21h , including all detentions, sh e

came from Sandy Hook to Cape Clea r in 7 3/ 4 da ys, and in about 8 days to Queenstown ,
which is altogether unparallelled .'
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Port Wed. P.cket Port & Arr D.te Not..

1864
B 6 Jan ASIA QT 17 Jan
NY 13 do PERSIA off QT 23 Jan
B 20 do AFRICA QT 30 Jan
NY 27 do SCOTIA QT 5 Feb (1815)

B 3 Feb CANADA QT 15 Feb
NY 10 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 19 Feb
B 17 do ARABIA QT 1 Mar
NY 24 do CHINA off QT 6/7 Mar

B 2 Mar AFRICA LP 14 Mar
NY 9 do ASIA QT 21 Mar
B 16 do CANADA QT 27 Mar
NY 23 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 2 Apr
B 30 do ARABIA off QT 12 Apr (2150)

NY 6 Apr CHINA QT 17 Apr
B 13 do AFRICA LP 25 Apr
NY 20 do PERSIA off QT 30 Apr
B 27 do ASIA QT 8 May

NY 4 May AUSTRALASIAN QT 14 May
B 11 do EUROPA off QT 22/3 May
NY 18 do SCOTIA off QT 27/8 May
B 25 do AFRICA QT 5 Jun

NY 1 Jun PERSIA off QT 11 Jun
B 8 do ASIA QT 18 Jun
NY 15 do AUSTRALASIAN off QT 25 Jun
B 22 do CHINA off QT 1/2 Jul
NY 29 do SCOTIA off QT 8/9 Ju1

B 6 Jul AFRICA off QT 16 Ju1
NY 13 do ARABIA QT 23 Jul
B 20 do ASIA QT 30 Ju1
NY 27 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 6 Aug (0900)

B 3 Aug EUROPA QT 15 Aug (0800) landed 79 sacks
NY 10 do SCOTIA QT 20 Aug
B 17 do AFRICA off QT 28/9 Aug
NY 24 do PERSIA QT 2 Sep
B 31 do ASIA QT 11 Sep

NY 7 Sep CHINA QT 16 Sep
B 14 do EUROPA QT 25 Sep
NY 21 do SCOTIA QT 30 Sep
B 28 do L/V > ARABIA QT 9 Oct

NY 5 Oct PERSIA QT 14 Oct
B 12 do ASIA Qt 25 Oct
NY 19 do CHINA Qt 29 Oct
B 26 do EUROPA QT 7 Nov (0700)

NY 2 Nov SCOTIA QT 11 Nov (0630) landed 108 sacks
B 9 do CANADA off QT 21 Nov
NY 16 do PERSIA QT 25 Nov (1700) landed 112 sacks
B 23 do AFRICA QT 3 Dec
NY 30 do AUSTRALASIAN off QT 10 Dec

B 7 Dec ASIA QT 18 Dec
NY 14 do CHINA QT 24 Dec
B 21 do CANADA LP 3 Jan
NY 28 do F/V CUBA LP 8 Jan

1865
B 4 Jan AFRICA off QT 15 Jan
NY 11 do AUSTRALASIAN LP 22 Jan
B 18 do ASIA LP 30/1 Jan
NY 25 do CHINA LP 4 Feb

B 1 Feb CANADA LP 16 Feb
NY IS do CUBA QT 18 Feb
B 15 do AFRICA off QT 27 Feb
NY 22 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 3 Mar
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Po" wed. Puket Po" & Arr D.te Notes

B I Mar EUROPA LP 14 ~Iar
NY 8 do CHI NA QT 17 Mar
B 15 do CANADA QT 27 Mar
NY 22 do CUBA QT 13 Mar (1700) landed 116 sacks
B 29 do AFRICA QT 9 Apr (2120) do 123 do
NY 5 Apr AU STRA LASIAN off QT 15 Apr
B 12 do ASIA off QT 23 Apr
NY 19 do CHINA QT 29 Apr (1105) sec footnote '"
B 26 do EUROPA off QT 8 May
NY 3 Ma y PERSIA QT 13 May (0510) landed 130 sacks
B 10 do AFR ICA QT 21/2 May do 128 do
NY 17 do SCOTIA QT 26 May (0600) 8Y2 day cross ing
B 24 do ASIA off QT 3 Jun
NY 31 do CUB A QT 9 Jun (1300) landed 90 sacks
B 7 Jun CHINA off QT 15 Jun
;\;y 14 do PERSIA QT 24 Jun (earl I )
B 21 do AFRICA QT 2 Jul (0700 landed 128 sacks
NY 28 do SCOT IA QT 7 Jul (0200) 8Y2 day crossing
B 5 Jul ASIA QT 15 Jul (1015) landed 113 sacks
NY 12 do CUBA QT 21 Jul (1800) do 113 do
B 19 do CHINA off QT 28 Jul
NY 26 do PERSIA QT 5 Aug (a.m .)

B 2 Aug AFRICA off QT 12 Aug
NY 9 do SCOTIA off QT 18 Aug
B 16 do ASIA QT 27 Aug (0825) landed 119 sacks
NY 23 do CUBA QT I Sep (1750) do 104 do
B 30 do CHINA off QT 9/10 Sep

NY 6 Sep PERSIA QT 15 Sep (1000) landed 89 sacks
B 13 do AFRICA QT 23/ 4 Sep
NY 20 do SCOTIA QT 29 Sep (1105) landed I17 sacks
B 27 do ASIA QT 8/9 Oct

NY 4 Oct AU STRA LASIAN QT 14 Oct
B II do CUBA QT 20 Oct (1515)
N Y 18 do PERSIA QT 28 Oct
B 25 do CHINA QT 2 Nov (2325) landed 60 sacks

NY I Nov SCOTIA QT 10 Nov (1225) do 86 do
B 8 do AFRICA QT 18 Nov (2130)
NY 15 do FjV JAVA QT 24 Nov (1I40) landed all th e mails
B 22 do CUBA QT I Dec
NY 29 do PERSIA QT 10 Dec

B 6 Dec CHINA QT 15 Dec
NY 13 do SCOTIA QT 23 Dec
B 20 do ASIA QT 31 Dec
NY 27 do JAVA QT 5 Jan

1866
B 3 Jan CUBA LP 13 jan
NY 10 do AUSTRALASIAN LP 20 J an no ca ll at QT-bad weather
B 17 do L/V CANADA QT 29 jan
NY 24 do SCOTIA QT 2 Feb
B 31 do ASIA QT II Feb

NY 7 Feb JAVA LP 19 Feb
B 14 do AFRICA QT 25 Feb
NY 21 do AUSTRALASIAN LP 4 Mar
B 28 do L/V EUROPA LP 13 Mar

NY 7 Mar CUBA LP 18 Mar no ca ll a t QT- bad weather
B 14 do ASIA 0 [£ QT 27 Mar
NY 21 do JAVA off QT 31 Mar
B 28 do AFRICA LP 8 Apr

NY 4 Apr AUSTRALASIAN LP 14 Apr
B II do CHINA QT 20 Apr
NY 18 do CUBA QT 28 Apr
B 25 d o ASIA QT 6 May

5. Clearance at Qu eenstown was del ayed as there was sickness on
 hoard .
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Port Wed. Puke. Port & Arr O.te Note.

NY 2 May PERSIA LP 12 Ma y
B 9 do AFRICA QT 19 May
NY 16 do SCOTIA QT 25 May
B 23 do CHINA QT I Jun
NY 50 do JAVA LP 9 Jun

B 6 Jun CUBA QT 15 Jun
NY 15 do PERSIA QT 22 Jun (1930) landed 132 sacks
B 20 do AFRICA QT 30 Jun (0930) land ed all mails
NY 27 do SCOTIA QT 5 Jul (2200) landed part of th e mails

B <{ Ju1 CHINA QT 13 Ju1 (0750) landed all mails
NY 11 do JAVA QT 21 Jul (0030) landed part of the mails
B 18 do CUBA QT 26 Jul (2330) landed 75 sacks
NY 25 do PERSIA QT 3 Aug

B 1 Aug AFRICA QT 11 Aug
NY 8 do SCOTIA QT 17 Aug
B 15 do CHINA QT 25 Au g
NY 22 do JAVA QT 31 Aug (0930) landed all mails
B 29 do CUBA QT 7 Sep (0500) landed all mails excep t LP

NY 5 Sep PERSIA QT 14 Sep (1510) all mail s exc, LP & Scot.
B 12 do ASIA QT 22 Sep (0500) do do
NY 19 do SCOTIA QT 28 Sep (1200) do do
B 26 do CH IN A QT 5/ 6 Oct

NY 3 Oct JAVA QT 13 Oct
B 10 do CUBA LP 21 Oct
NY 17 do PERSIA QT 26 Oct
B 24 do ASIA QT 3 Nov (l810) landed all her mails
NY 31 do SCOTIA LP 10 Nov

B 7 Nov CHINA QT 16 No v (0800) landed all the mails
NY 14 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 26 Nov (0745) do do
B 21 do JAVA LP 30 Nov (2130) no ca ll at QT-heavy gale
NY 28 do PERSIA QT 7 Dec (2050) landed all th e mail s

B 5 Dec AFRICA QT 15 Dec (1930) landed all mails-127 sacks
NY 12 do SCOTIA QT 21 Dec (0525) do excep t LP and Scottish
B 19 do ASIA QT 29 Dec (2130) landed all mails-125 sacks
NY 26 do CUBA QT 6 Jan do -114 sacks

1167
B 2 Jan JAVA QT 1I Jan (1930)
NY 9 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 23 Jan (0930) landed 28 sacks
B 16 do CH I NA LP 28 Jan
NY 23 do PERSIA QT 2/3 Feb
B 30 do ASIA QT 1I Feb (1235) landed 81 sacks

NY 6 Feb CUBA QT 15 Feb (2000)
B 13 do AFRICA QT 23 Feb (2345) landed 76 sacks
NY 20 do AUST RALASIAN QT 3 Mar (2250)
B 27 do CHINA QT 12 Mar (0920)

NY 6 Mar JAVA QT 19 Ma r
B 13 do ASIA QT 23 Mar (0400)
NY 20 do CUBA QT 31 Mar
B 27 do AFRICA QT 7 Ap r (0500)

NY 3 Apr AUSTRALASIAN LP 13 Apr
B 10 do CHINA QT 19 Ap r (1810)
NY 17 do J AVA QT 27 Apr (0030)
B 24 do L/V ASIA QT 5 May (0715)

NY I May SCOTIA LP II Ma y
B 8 do CUBA QT 17 Ma y (0800)
NY 15 do PERSIA QT 26 May (0100) landed 124 sacks
B 22 do CH IN A QT 31 May (2100) do 128 do
NY 29 do JA VA QT 7 Jun (1800) do 1I 8 do

B 5 Jun AFRICA QT 16 Jun (1200)
NY 12 do SCOTIA QT 21 Jun (0030)
B 19 do CUBA QT 27 Jun
NY 26 do PERSIA QT 6 Jul (0555)
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Pori Wed. Packet Pori & Arr Date Note.

B II Jul CH INA QT 12 Jul (0330) landed 108 sacks
~Y 10 do FI V R USSIA QT 18 Jul (2120) do 117 do
B 17 do JAVA QT 25 Jul (2345) do 94 do
NY 24 do SCOTIA QT 2/3 Aug
B III do CURA QT 9 Aug (0550) do 14 do

NY 7 Aug PERSIA QT 16 Aug (0930)
B 14 do CHINA QT 23 Aug (0215)
NY 21 do R USSIA QT 29 Aug (2300)
B 28 do JAVA QT 5 Sep (1700)

NY 4 Sep SCOTIA QT 12 Sep (2330)
B II do CUBA QT 20 Sep (0200)
NY 18 do PERSIA QT 27 Sep (1220)
B 25 do CHINA QT 4 Oct (0250) see footnote 6

NY 2 Oct R USSIA QT I I Oct (0200) see foot note i
B 9 do JAVA QT Ii Oct (2000)
NY 16 do SCOTIA QT 25 Oct (0145)
B 23 do CUB A QT I Nov
NY 110 do PERSIA QT 9 Nov

B 6 Nov CHINA QT 15 Nov
NY III do RUSSIA QT 22 Nov
B 20 do JAVA LP 3 Dec
NY 27 do SCOTIA QT 6 Dec (1630) see footnote 8

B 4 Dec CUBA QT 13 Dec (0300) landed 112 sacks
NY 11 do PERSIA QT 22 Dec (2100) do 123 do
B 18 do CH I NA QT 2i Dec (1215) do 90 do
NY 25 do R USSIA QT 3 Jan (1915)

1868
B 1 Jan L IV AFRICA QT 12 Jan (0300) landed 102 sacks
NY 8 do SCOTIA QT 17 Jan (1950) do 125 do
NY 15 do CUBA QT 24 Jan (1850)
NY 22 do L IV PERSIA QT I Feb (2000)
NY 29 do AUSTRAL ASIAN QT 9 Feb dep. de layed I day by snow

sto rm

NY 5 Feb RUSSIA QT 14 Feb del" delayed I day by fog
NY 12 do FIV SIBERIA QT 22 Feb (1900)
NY 19 do JAVA QT 28 Feb (0015)
NY 26 do FIVP PALMYRA QT 7 Mar

NY 4 Mar CUBA QT 14 Mar (0200) landed 108 sacks
NY 11 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 21 Mar (0100) do 77 do
NY 18 do R USSIA QT 27 Mar (0600) do 106 do
:-';Y 25 do SIBERIA QT 4 Apr (1700)

NY 1 Apr JAVA QT 10 Apr (0920)
NY 8 do CHINA QT 17 Apr (0830)
NY 15 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 24 Ap r (1015)
NY 22 do RUSSIA QT I May (0230)
NY 29 do SCOT IA QT R May (0730)

NY 6 May JAVA QT 15 May (1140)
NY III do CH INA QT 25 May (1500)
NY 20 do AUSTRALASIAN QT 30 May (0200)
NY 27 do RUSSIA QT 5 J un (early)

NY II Jun SCOTIA QT 12 j u n
NY 10 do JAVA QT 19 Jun (1230) landed 84 sacks
NY 17 do C UBA QT 26 .lu n (1630)
NY 24 do A USTRA LASIAN QT 4 J u l (0950) landed 102 sacks

6. The mails were to reach London by 063:, hours on 5 October. CHINA sto pped
only ten m inutes a t Queenstown.

12 Oct ob er . RUSSIA was detained7. T h e mails were to reach London by 0645 hours on
outside Li verpool by fog .

8. SCOTIA was fiftee n minutes at Qu een stown .
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Port Wed. P.cket Port & Art D.t. Not..

NY 1 Jul R USSIA QT 10 Ju l (1040)
NY 8 do SCOTIA QT 17 Jul (1540)
NY 15 do CHINA QT 24 Jul (2240)
NY 22 do CUBA QT I Aug (0515)
NY 29 do J AVA QT 7 Aug (0700)

NY 5 Aug AUSTRALASIAN QT 14 Aug (2145) landed III sacks
NY 12 do SCOTIA QT 21 Au g (0100) do 73 do
NY 19 do R USSIA QT 28 Aug (0310) do 86 do
NY 26 do CHINA QT 4 Sep (0800) do 123 do

NY 2 Sep CUBA QT II Sep (1800)
NY 9 do JAVA QT 18 Sep (1700)
NY 16 do SCOTIA LP 27 Sep no call at QT - heavy gale
NY 23 do R USSIA QT 2 Oct (0730)
NY 30 do CHINA QT 9 Oct (1440)

NY 7 Oct CUBA QT 16 Oc t (1740)
NY 14 do J AVA QT 23 Oct (1130)
NY 21 do SCOT IA QT 30 Oct (2100)
NY 28 do R USSIA QT 6 Nov (0220)

NY 4 Nov CHINA QT 13 Nov (1500)
NY II do CUBA LP 22 Nov no call at QT -heavy ga le
NY 18 do JAVA QT 27 No v (1040)
NY 25 do SCOTIA QT 5 Dec (0500)

NY 2 Dec RUSSIA QT 11 Dec (0830) landed 102 sacks
NY 9 do CH INA QT 18 Dec (2100) do 124 do
NY 16 do CUBA QT 25 Dec (1800) do 101 do
NY 2!1 do JA VA QT 1 J an (1300) do 88 do
NY 30 do AUST RALASIAN QT 9 J an (0900) do 112 do

1869
NY 6 Jan RUSSIA QT 15 Jan (0300) landed 136 sacks
NY I!I do CHINA LP 24 Jan
NY 20 do CUBA LP 30 Jan
NY 27 do J AVA QT 5 Feb (1100) landed 78 sacks

NY !I Feb AUSTRALASIAN QT I!I Feb (1445) dep . delayed 1 da y by fog
NY 10 do RUSSIA QT 19 Feb (1050)
NY 17 do CHINA QT 26 Feb (1400)
NY 24 do CU BA QT 6 Mar (0930)

NY !I Mar F/V SAMARIA QT 14 Mar (0830) landed 79 sacks
NY 10 do JAVA QT 19 Mar (1815) do 82 do
NY 17 do R USSIA QT 26 Mar (0340) do 76 do
NY 24 do CH INA QT 2 Apr (1845) do 84 do
NY !II do SIBE RI A QT II Apr (1500) do 76 do

NY 7 Apr SCOTIA LP 17 Apr
NY 14 do SAMARIA QT 24 Apr (1410)
NY 21 do J AVA QT 30 Ap r (1800)
NY 28 do R USSIA QT 8 May (1930)

NY 5 May SIBERIA QT 16 May
NY 12 do SCOTIA QT 21 May (0500) landed 65 sacks
NY 19 do CUBA QT 29 May (early)
NY 26 do L/V AUSTRALASIAN QT 4 Jun (0000) see foo tnote 9

NY 2 Jun RUSSIA QT II Jun (1930) 5 days of strong head winds
NY 9 do JA VA arrival not reported

at QT or LP
NY 16 do SCOTIA QT 24 Jun (1900) landed 80 sacks
NY 23 do CUBA QT 3 Jul (0120)
NY 30 do CHINA QT 9 Ju1 land ed 79 sacks

NY 7 Jul RUSSIA QT 15 Jul (2014) see foo tno te 10
NY 14 do JAVA QT 23 Jul lan ded 67 sacks
NY 21 do SCOTIA QT 29 Jul (2330) do 71 do
NY 28 do CUBA QT 6 Aug (1530)

9. AUSTRALASIAN'S last voyage before being re named CALABR IA. She retu rned to
service in 1870.

10. "thus making th e shortest passage on recor d ". She took 8 days 0 hours 30 minutes.
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Port Wed . Packet Port & Arr Date Not..

NY 4 Aug CHINA QT 13 Aug (1000)
NY II d o R USSIA QT 20 Aug (0230)
NY 18 do J AVA QT 27 Aug (1515)
NY 25 do SCOTIA QT 3 Sep (0200)

NY I Sep CU BA QT 10 Sep (2305)
NY 8 do CHINA QT 17 Sep (2000)
NY 15 do R USSIA QT 24 Sep (1515)
NY 22 do J AVA LP 2 Oct
NY 29 do SCOTIA QT 8 Oct (1400)

NY 5 Oct CUBA QT 15 Oct (1015)
NY 13 do CH INA QT 22 Oct (2200)
NY 20 do R USSIA QT 29 Oct (1430)
NY 27 do J AVA QT 4 Nov (2130)

NY 3 Nov SCOTIA QT 12 Nov (1700) landed 82 sacks
NY 10 do CU BA QT 19 Nov (1320)
NY 17 do F/ V NE MES IS QT 27 Nov (0100) see foot note II
NY 24 do R USSIA QT 3 Dec (0845) landed 71 sacks

NY I Dec J AVA QT I I Dec (0430)
NY 8 do SCOT IA QT 17 Dec (1745)
NY 15 do CU BA QT 25 Dec (0000)
NY 22 do SIBER IA QT 2 Jan (0300)
NY 29 do R USSI A arrival no t rep orted

at QT or LP

II. This was the on ly occas ion on whic h NE MESIS carried the Cu nard ma ils from
New York .
1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATA LOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUA LLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hilla, N.J . 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Phi latelic Classics Society
232 The
FANCY CANCELS

ON 65's
and

BANKNOTE ISSUES

Sent on approval

to

USPCS and APS

members

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
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THE COVER CORNER
scorr GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWERS TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 90

'INSUFj; IGlf) JTlY
S.TAMpED

&y67J J

Figur. 1. Cove r from Engl and m..k.d "INSUFFICIENTLY STAMPED."

Figure 1 shows the first prob lem cover from May. Charles Starnes and
Susan McDonald sent in the best answers and the explanation that follows repr e
sents a composite of their remarks:

What does the INSUFFICIENTLY STAMPED mea n ? The cove r is apparently
franked at 2 shillings for a double ra te letter and . if th e sta mps do not show evi
den ce of reuse, th ey were p roper for prepa ym en t from London and Li verpool
to New York and San Francisco under treat y. T he date of use (Li verpoo l 29 June
67) was past the 5¢ su rcharge for the west coast.

The 38 CE NTS mark in g was app lied by th e Liverp ool exc ha nge office. The
amount as well as th e color (black) show it is a debit markin g p ro per to a double
rate letter by British packet. H ad th e cover been marked INSUFFICI ENTLY
STAMPED because it was a triple (possib le at this date) or quadruple rat e and
therefore underpaid, th e debit ma rking wou ld ha ve been 57 or 76 cen ts.

Thus th e presence of th e 38 CENTS marking indicat es th at th e British office
did not honor the stamps, probably because th ey had been used . T he debit mark
ing alerted the New York receiving office that th e cover was unpaid (the British
P.O. bei ng the judge of its own stamps). so th at New York stru ck a black "4 8"
to collect.

The conclusion is that the stamps were not accepted as prepayment, prob
ably because they had been cleaned. We have only pho tographs of the cover, so
cannot tell for sure.

The second problem cover is shown in Figure 2, and response has been good.
Kenneth A. Whittle writes (in part):

It is my understandin g tha t th e postmaster , afte r recei pt of the new sta mps ,
ad vertised to th e public th at th ey had arrived. and told th em to come in and ex 
change their old stam ps for th ese, th at th e old sta mps wou ld become in valid in
six da ys. If this is correct , th en as your cover ind ica tes that th e stamps were in valid
in Philadelp hia Augu st 26, then th e stamps were (for th e new issu e) available six
days before, August 20. and an yon e who had exchanged h is sta mps on the day of
receip t could ha ve used them on August 20.

T he 1861 stam ps did not arrive a t all post o ffice s a t th e same time. In fact
some got their stam ps months later. It is said that wh en Philadelphia was calling
the old issue invalid . that th ey were still in use in Camden , Ne w J ersey, just ac ross
th e river. I think that August 26 is the ea r lies t known for Philadelphia.
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Figur. 2. Philad.lphla cove, with "OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNlnD."

Another comprehensive answer has been sent in by William K. Herzog,
stating:

The cover sh owing th e Philadelphia OLD ST AMPS NOT RE COGNIZED
marking of 26 August , 1861, on a 3¢ adhesive postage sta mp of 1857, is a first da y
of use for the marking on th e 1851-57 adhes ive pos tage sta mps. This is proven by
the following announce me n t that appeared in Philadelphia newspapers beginning
on 19 August, 1861 : " P. O ., PHILADELPHIA, August 19, 1861-NOTICE: The
public is hereb y notifi ed th at the United States postage stamps are no w read y and
for sale at this office . Those having an y of th e old issue are requested to call and
have them ex changed for th e new ones of th e same denominat ion within six days
from the date of this notice, as aft er that da te th ey will not be recognized in pay·
ment of postage a t this office. C. A. Walborn, P. M." Beyond an y doubt , if th e
announced regu la tions were str ictly followed, th e first possib le date of application
of th e marking on adhesive stam ps was Monday, 26 August, 1861.

I have in my collec tion a second cover showing a 3¢ 1857 stamp canceled by
th e marking on 26 Au gus t, 1861. Also, I h ave a cover franked by a 3¢ 1861 rose
pink. This cover was m ailed from Philadelphia on 19 Aug us t, 1861 (the local date
of an nou ncement for th e new sta mps) .

It should be Sla ted, however , that the Philadelphia OLD STAMPS NOT
RECO GNIZED m arkin g was applied prior to 26 Augu st, 1861, to stam ped en
velopes. The foll ow in g announcement ap pea red in Philad elphia newspapers be 
ginning 8 Augus t , 1861: "P.O., PHILADELPHIA, Aug ust 8, 1861-The new style
of government sta mped enve lopes is now ready, and for sa le a t thi s office. Ex 
changes will be mad e of th e new style for an equ ivalent amount of th e old issue
during a p eriod of five days from the date of th is not ice, a fte r which no letters
under cover of the old issu e will be sen t from this offi ce. C. A. Walborn, P. M."
T he re followed on Thursday, 15 Augus t , 1861 (the da y following six da ys from the
date of the initial adve r tise men t, no t five as sta ted in tha t adver tisement): " P. O .,
August 15, 186l - NOTI CE: In acco rda nce with instru ctions from th e Post Office
Departm ent th e public is hereb y notified tha t the peri od fixed for th e redemption
of the old sty le stamped envelopes, havin g expi red , letters dep osit ed in this offi ce
under cover of th e old issu e will not be forwarded to th eir dest in ation , but sen t to
the Dead Letter Office at Wash in gton. C. A. Walborn, P. M." It appears that th e
ear lies t possible ap p lication of th e marking is 15 Aug us t, 1861. on the stamped
envelope.

The ear liest recorded examp le of th e marking that I have record of is lot 616
of the Robert A. Siege l Sale # 384. Th is lo t sho ws a 3<, Nes bitt envelope that is
canceled by Philadelphia OLD STAMPS NOT RECO GNIZ ED marking of 17
August , 1861.

Elliott Perry was keen ly interested in demonetized issues and wrote an
interesting chapter in Delf Norona's Cyclopedia of U. S. Postmarks & Postal
History which has been reprinted recently, and he also wrote several articles
in his Pat Paragraphs. Issu e ;#:44 of March 1944 states that envelopes wer e re 
ceived at Philadelphia 8 August and adhesive stamps on 19 August.
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Robert J. Stets has also writte n to say that August 26, 1861, was the first
day the old stamps were not recognized at Philadelphia. He enclosed a copy of
the newspaper notic e quoted above by Herzog. He also supplied a cop y of a
notice that appeared in the Evening Bulletin on Wed., August 21:

POST OFFI CE
Phi ladelp hia, Augus t 21, 1861

IN O RDER TO BETTER ACCOMMODATE the PUBLIC, I have the p leas ure
of announcing th at through the kindness of Mr. MIC HAEL DUNN. the OFFI CE.
No . 12. EXCHANGE has been secured where a ll perso ns having th e old U ni ted
Sta tes Postage Stamps are requested to call and have them exch anged for th e
new ones during the rema inder of this week . between th e hou rs of 9 AM and
5 PM .

C. A. WALBORN, P. M.
Two intriguin g aspects of this notice are the indication that an extra locat ion
was arra nged at which stamps could be exchange d an d the reference to "the
remainder of the week," confirming that Monday, August 26, was the ·first
day that stamps of the old issue were not recognized . Thus, 26 August, 1861,
is th e earliest date for a cover with stamps-severa l people encountered at Inter
phil agreed with thi s conclusion.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 3. Cover to France in 1870.

Here is the problem cover, a letter sent from New York to Paris and back
in 1870. Figures 3 and 4 show the front and back. Th e blurry mark on the back is
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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Figure 4. Reverse of cover in Figure 3.

"SHORT PAID." Will our readers please try to explain the rate mark ings and
how the cover was returned from France?

A few readers are sending in comments on problem covers several months
after receipt of th eir Chronicle. While we are glad to heard from th em, an d
interes te d in their comm en ts, for answers to appear in the next issue, readers
should send their letters to the editor in Cincinnati within three weeks after
the Chronicle arrives.
ASHBROOK

SPECIAL SERVICE
I have a few high quality reprints of this

excellent phi latelic study of stamps and

covers of U.S. The or igi nal serv ice sol d

fo r $700 and w as avai lable to onl y a

few. The repr int is on bond paper and

the reprod uct ion of the text and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused w ith the inferior copying

machi ne rep roduction mad e several years

ago and w hich sold fo r $200.00.

PRICE $200.00

William O. Bilden Co.
801 Hennepin Ave.

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403
236 T
PHOTO
CATALOG

of
Rare U.S. Stamps & Covers
1. Choice Early U.S. Stamps
2. Postal Histo ry & Covers
3 . Fancy Ca ncels & Markings
A NET PRICE SALE OF ONE-OF-A KIND
ITEMS. HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS. SEND
50 c FOR CATALOG. (REFUNDA BLE)

STEVEN HINES
A.P.S.
C,S,A,
U.S.C,C.

BOX 09250 A
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS oS

60609
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NEWVORK

AUCTION SCHEDULE
1976-77 SEASON

September 20-22 General Auction

October 5-7 The "E. H. Rydholm"
Collection of British
Commonwealth

November 3-5 The "Sidney A. Hessel"
Collection of United
States, Part III

November 16-19 General Auction
(Pre-ASDA Show)

November 30, December 1 United States

All dates are provisional and subject to change.

Catalogues are available for SOc each by mail or free at our Galleries.

There still remains a limited amount of space available for the inclusion
of your property before the New Year. Write us.

H. R. HARMER, INC.
The International Auctioneers

6 West 48th St., New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460

HARMER INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS-LONDON-NEW YORK-SYDNEY
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