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RECORD BREAKERS!

We have been constantly breaking records for the sale of

single rarities and in the aggregate realization for a single

auction session . We've also broken all records for sales by

auction for a single year . . . over Five Million Dollars in

1975, and it looks like even more in 1976.

'It 'It 'It 'It

We've got to have material to keep breaking records and if

you have anything worthwhile to offer, we can assure you

of a strong, dependable international market for anything

of philatelic merit.

If you prefer to sell outright for immediate cash, our companion

firm, Robert A. Siegel, lnc ., "The House of Classics" is ready to

purchase anything of philatelic merit. Nothing is too large for

our needs! Nothing is too small!

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th ST.

TEL. (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED ~6 YEARS



ROBSON LOWE AUCTIONS
forthcoming sales include

November

10

23

25

(Lo nd on)

(London)

(Australia
Melbourne)

MALAYA a nd STATES includi ng rare, p late
proofs, specime ns , co lou r tri a ls and essays .

Catalogu e 70p

WEST AFRICA incl udi ng ra re , plate proofs,
speci men s, colou r t rials a nd essays.

Catalogu e 70p

Specialised Victo ria with phi latel ic studies an d
Posta l Histor y items from the Henry Harvey
co llection .

December

2 (Bou rnernouth) Ge nera l sa le inclu di ng a sect io n of Reven ue ,
Local and Cinderella stamps, an extens ive
ra nge of POSTCARDS from the estate of a de
cea sed collector , a Iso sections of the Reg ist ra
tion co llection fo rmed by the late Rev . W. G .
West.

Cat al.ogn c 35p

2 (Bermuda ) I HAWAII-a speci a lised collectio n incl ud ing
ea rly cove rs , Inter-Isla nd s, Missionaries, m ixed
frankings and other ra rities .

3 (Bermuda) II BRITISH WEST INDIES includ ing the co llection
fo rmed by the late Arth ur Pierce , th e J . F.
Drake Bermuda covers , Livingston Dickason
Grenada and valuabl e sections of Barbados ,
Cayman Islands, Jama ica , St . Lucia , St. Vince nt
and Trin idad .

14 /1 5 (London) GREAT BRITAIN includ ing the Ge ra ld We ll
burn col lecti on .

Catalogue 70p

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTD.

Tele x : 915 410Cables: "Stampe London SW1 "

T h e

ENGLANDLONDON, SWl Y 5JZ,

V.A.T. No. : 239/4486/31

50 PALL MALL,

Correspondents sen din g pro pe rty for sale ca n avoid Value Added Tax comp lications by
includ ing the V.A.T. number on the outside of the package . If sending f re ig ht (air or
surface) p lease secure the appropr iate labels fro m us befor e sendi ng .
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SELECTED 1842-1855
STAMPS OFF COVER

# 6LBI -Ultra supe rb, full OG j bt. sht. marg o copy, cat. $125 . $250
# 34 L2- Block of 4, supe rb unused, 1976 cat. $200+ $250
# 7OL3- Vert. shee t margin pa ir w ith complete, clear "SAN FRANCISCO LETTER

EXPRESS" ova l "PONY" canc e l in blue, superb _. . $ 125
# 82 L1 - Block of 4, OG; thin left side, superb appear. , PF cert. and ra re, 1976

cat . (as sing.) $800 $550

# 9Xla-Blue paper var., superb appear. , red grid cen ., minor defects, PF cert.,
cat. $600 . . $380

# 9Xla-VG to VF, tied to piece by red "PAID" cance ls, pretty, PF cert . _. $400
# 9Xl b-VG to VF with "R.H.M," init ials , invisi b le crease, rare, PF cert., cat.

$1 ,000 . $685

# 9Xl d-No init ials var. , ex. f ine , pa s. 4 major double trans., cat . $300 ... $275
Sperati # 9x l PI - Larg e d ie proof, sign ed forgery; superb an d rare $175
# 10X1-Ge nuine used, "V" pen can. , F-VF margins, sm . thin with pin hole,

PF cert., cat $500-/- $350
Sperati # 1OXI -Signed forgery, superb and rare _. $100
# l -VG-VF, clear "(BALT)O RAIL(ROAD)" red can. , very scarce, e st. 1977

cat. $3 85 _ .$200

# I -Fine to ultra superb, cor. margo copy w ith "ST(EAM)" cance l, ink stain on
rev . removed , est. 1977 cat . $320 .. . $500

# 1b-(Brown orange), fine to VF, extremely scarce an d underpriced by Scott ,
br ight blue grid, cat. $250+++ $350

# 2-VG to fine, pas. 2Rl , clear double trans. (e ), est . 1977 cat. $625 $450
# 2-Three huge margins, fra me line pa rt ly cut in at L, vivid red grid can .,

cat. $525 .. . $450

# 2-VF to ult ra superb, 3 hu ge marg ins, pas . 98L, invi s. pre ssed cor . creases,
bea uty __ ____ _ ___ _____ _ _____$650

# 9 var .- Extremely fine used, position 49R 1L shows clea r br eak in bt . line ,
actua lIy a Type lilA from Plate HI $100

# 11*- Rt. corner sht. margin pa ir, VF to superb, OG; pOS. 9-10R7 wit h "Gash
on shoulder" va r., est. 1977 cat. $92 .50+ + $135

# ll -Horiz. strip of 3 , mostly F-VF, tied to p iece by vivid "St. John N.B. football"
grid cance Is, ve ry ra re, PF cer t. . $350

# 14- Ve ry fine, clear "(STEAM)SHIP" can ., e st. 1977 cat. $135 $135

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA
CSA
USPCS

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

TH E CHRON ICLE . published qu arterly in F e b ., Ma y , Aug .. and Nov . by the U. S . P h ilateli c Class ics
Society , Inc .• a t 2030 Gl enmont A ve ., N . W.• Ca nton . Oh io 44708. Second class pos tage paid a t Canton.
Ohio 44711 and ad di ti onal mailing of fi ce . Subscription pr ice 514.00. P r in ted in U .S .A .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Th e thoughtful comments made by Rich ard B. Graham and Mic~ael Lau
rence in their respective sections deserve your close atte nt ion. This IS a good
moment to conside r whe the r th e Chronicle's form at and direction are right, and
what changes would serve its readers and encourage th eir active participat ion.

The section editors are really supposed to be conduits for information or
qu eries supplied by the read ers-it is not fair to expect th em to provide finished
articles in every issue. The ed itors welcome reports , inquiries, and items of
interest, whether a paragraph or a complete article. Literary polish is not
required. If you have informa tion of value to sha re with your fellow collectors ,
the appropriate section edito r or the ed itor- in-chief will, if needed , help you
with preparation for publication.

Two section editors in particular are appealing for contributions. Maur y
Waud would appreciat e suggestions and art icles from rea de rs. Mau ry has been
doin g a fine job, but his cupboa rd is about empty. Th ere mu st be some of the
many professed Bank Note collectors who can offe r him help . Likewise Tom
Alexander has nearl y exhausted his materi al for th e 1851-61 sect ion and req uests
writings and rep ort s, especially on the stamp issues.

In this issue two fine examples of the kinds of mat erial desired are pro 
vided by authors new to the Chronicle: Duane Garrett on a plate variety of the
5¢ 1847, and Ken Gilb art on a perfonnation vari ety of the 10¢ 1861 Both con
tributions explore neglected aspe cts of the stamps involved . Other ar ticles with
interestin g and valuable info rmation are those by Dave Jarrett, John Kohlh epp,
Bill Herzog, and Ben Ch apman , in addition to our regular contributors.

Several requests have been mad e to th e Board for inclusion of stam pless
covers in the Chronicle and th ey are being ser iously considered . One problem
is the vastness of this field . Some reasonabl e limits and guide lines would have
to be established. Cer tainl y it would not be practical to attempt the detailed
coverage that is appropria te to state postal history societies. Other areas which
the Chronicle might include- at least occasionally-are locals, carriers , and post
master provisionals. They are certainly importan t in 19th century U.S. philately.
In some cases loca ting a suitable section edi tor might be diffic ult. Please send
me your comments and suggestio ns on th ese subjects.
In France in 1918-
Marched w ith full pa ck and shod with hob-naile d shoes . . . . It wa s the
lon g last mile that was hard.

Now in 1976-
With 28 of the July 185 1 ca lendar dates on covers franked wi th US # 10,
I ne ed July 10, 14 and 3 1 dates. These are ha rd to come by .

My w ife said she'll "do the spl its and kick the ceiling, too" when I compile
the ca le nd ar . (I wo nder w hy!)

So help Alfred w itness this uniq ue e xpre ss ion of joy-see if yo u have any of these
dates. Thank you.

Alfred C. Schnaus 425 Chubb Rd. Auburn, CA 95603
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE FANCY LONE STAR TOWNMARK OF THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS
DAVID J. JARRETT

One of the most extraord inary fancy townmarks existing was recen tly
rediscovered and sold to a west coast collector after having been buried in
the lat e Elliott Perry collection for almost a half century . The fold ed letter is
postmarked in a black sta r shap ed handstamp SAN/ AUG /USTI INE/T EX, with
each portion of the San Augustin e wording in colorl ess letters on the poin ts of
the black star, in a negative fashion . The five-pointed star symbolized the
Repub lic of Texas Lone Star flag , and hence is one of the earliest patriotic
or political propaganda postal markings known.' A fad ed manuscript date
"May 3D" ( 1839 ) is in the op en circular center of th e townmark , with a match
ing fad ed manuscript "50" rate in th e upper right corner of the cover. Th e
folded lettersheet is head ed "San Augustine 30 May 1839" and addressed to
"Ha n. B.C. Franklin Houston Texas" with a matching manuscript dir ective
"Mail" in the lower left.

Fency 'ownme, k ' ,om Sen Augu.tino, Repub lic 0' rex.., 1839 . (We.t ,oe.t ,ollec to , .)

Th e cover is believed to have been first reported in the philatelic press
in May 1932, when Elliott Perry bri efly described and illustrated it on pa ges
226-227 of Pat Paragraphs, wh ile reporting on another Texas Republic corr e
sponde nce. Harry M. Konwi ser bri efly described the cover on page 64 of his
hook Texas Republic Postal Sy stem published in October 19.'33. Appa rently the
late Joe Fincher , a Texas collector, illustrated it in a bulletin on Texas Postal
History that he published . according to the March 1976 issue of the Texas

. I . ~n ear l ie!' politica l proraganda hanrlstamp to wnma rk- fro rn Kennebunk . Di st rict of
Maine, m 1819- ls doc~lIneut~d 111 an artic le hy this writer. published in Chronicle 88' 202·6.
a n.d subseq ue n tly reprinted 111 th e Q ua r terma n rep r in t of Sterling T . Dow 's Ma ine Postal
Hi stor» and Post ma rks.
242 Chro n icle 92 / Novem ber 1976 / Vol. 28. No .4



net .ul f<JI Gp.n!!ral Austin :, Map of Texa s, 1840 , show ing mail route between Hou ston itnd San August ine..
(Co urte-sy Tex as State Arch ives .)

Postal II isiort; Societ y ] OIl I'lW! , page 20. This fancy town mark is the only example
tha t has been recorded an d is un qu estionably genuine, in th is wri ter's opinion.
Thc cover is a remnrkab le combina tio n of a fancy negati ve de sign with patri otic
political overtones and a lise from a pre-U nite d Sta tes region.

San Aug ustine was a sma ll post office in th e Republic of Texas locat ed
approxima tely 140 miles nor theas t of Houston . It is believed that postmas ter
J. G. Berry was res po nsib le for the creation of the handstamp. He was apparently
appo inted to that posilion one week before th e handsta mp is dat ed , on 24
May 1839 . ~ Berry's pred essor was A. G. Kelly." Berry received 8144.70 ry.; for

Pa/)('I',I of th e R cpublir of T ex as 1836 -1839, Texas Sta te2. Day. James M., Post Office
Lib ra ry . Aust in, 1966. p. 75.
Ch ro n icle 92 / Ncvember 1976 / Vol. 28. :'\0. ·1 243



Cont .nts of San Aug .,stine 1839 leller, (We.t coo.' eolle ete•.)

T he San Augus tine lett er reads as fo llows:
San Augustine 30 Ma y 1839

Dea r Sir ,
T he lett er you had the ki nd ness to bri ng for me, came to han d by the last mail-I fear ,

I sha ll not be ab le to visit Ga . this summer as the situa tion of my fami ly wi ll not ju st ify m),
leavin g home for the nex t 3 weeks.

Emigra nts are com ing in da ily- an d ma ny of th em wealthy & resp ecta bl e. Everyth ing is
q u iet in th is sect io n, no news genera l or loca l-

J ohn Thomas has le ft here , & gone to Red river, & fro m what I can lear n I think the
mon ey on th ose judgem ents call no r be mad e witho nt as much trouble & ex pe nse , as th ey
are wor th .-

Very truly yours
E. W . Cu llen .

II. C. Fra nkli n .
You m us t ca ll & see IIroth er & tell him to come ou t wit h yon-or th is fall at farthest-
244 Chro n icle 92 / Nove m ber 1976 ! Vol. 28, No .4



contractor services rendered on 30 September 18394 while "amounts received "
at the San Augustine post office were $496.74 up to 12 October 1839 ( compared
to Houston's $,5,829.73 ) and $191.39 from 12 October to 31 December 1839.5

Th e post route between San Augustine and Houston , wh ere th e letter was
sent, was approved 24 December 1838:6

AN ACT
To esta blish a Mail Rou te fro m the City of Hou ston to the to wn of San Augustine,
by th e way of Cap ta in Hi ram 's, on the Trini ty River , Belt 's Fer ry on th e River
Neche s, and Na thaniel Hunt's, on th e Ayish Bayou .

Sec. I. Be it enacted by th e Sena te alld H ouse of R ep resentat ioes of th e R e
public of T exas i ll COllgress assem bled, That the Post Mast er Gen er al of th is
Republic be , an d he is hereby aut ho rized and requ ired , to esta blish a Mail Route
from the city of Hou ston to the to wn of San Augus tine , by th e way of Capt.
Hiram 's, on T rini ty Ri ver : Belt 's, on the Neches Ri ver; B. \ \' . H arvey's on the
An gelina Ri ver ; and Na thaniel H un t's, on Ayish Bayou; and contrac t imm ediately

. for the tra nsporta tion of th e Ma il over sa id Rout e once every seven da ys.

This mail route was rep eal ed 25 January 1840.7 Th e fifty cents posta ge rate
applicable between Houston and San Augustine (over 100 miles ) was authorize d
by the Republic of Texas Congress 18 December lR37 .R

3. : Ibid ., p. 193.
4. Ibid ., p. 159 and ib id . 1839-1 840, p . 84.
5. Ibid . 1839-1840, pp . 55, 73.
Ii . Tbid. 1836-1839, p. 18.
7. Ibid. 1839-1840, p. 6.
8. Ibid . 1836-1839, p. iv.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Building speciali zed collection
of 10¢ green 1861 issue, #68. Need fancy
cancels, multiples, proofs, specimen over
print, imprint or plate number pi eces and
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price. K en Gilbart , 1853 Gree n S t. , San
Francisco , CA 94123.

WANTED: Chronicle back iss ues. Me
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AUCTION, for benefit We stern Postal
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
A 5<1 1847 PLATE VARIETY - THE "E" DOUBLE TRANSFER
OR MOWER SHIFT

DUANE B, GARRETT
(Photographs by John T. O. Peters)

Illustration 1 shows a significant, consistent plate variety of th e 5<1 1847
issue known as the "Mower Shift" or "E" double transfer as it was called by
the lat e Stan ley Ashbrook. Th e chief characteris tics of th is variety are double
horizontal lines at the top of th e "T" of "POST" and in the right arm of th e
"U" of "US" and a single line in the "S" of "POST." These markin gs are clearly
shown in the plating diagram in the late Lester Brookman's T he United Sta tes
Posta ge Stamps of the 19th Century ( 1966) at page 38 of Volume I.

IlIuslralion 1. A red brown copy w ilh "E"
double Iran sfer . Nole major double lines in
top of " T" of "POST" and right arm of " U"
and sing le line at top of "$" of " POST."
The red NEW YORK poslmark has been large.
Iy f iltered oul.

lIIuslralion 2, Enlargemenl of Ihe slamp with
" E" double tran sfer shown in illustration 3.

lIIusl rellon 3, Folded
leiter, deled July 5,
1848, wi lh red 80 ston
postmark and gr id
cancel. Stamp show s
"E " double transfer.

The initia l discov ery of th is variety was apparen tly mad e in the 1920s by
a San Francisco dealer, R. H. Mower , who sold it as a double t ransfer to Tracy
Simpson who later sold his 1847 collection in 1928 th rough Bert Poole." Mr .
Simpson informed Stanley Ashb rook of th is variety in July of 1938, describing

• T have borrowed hea vil y for this h istory from the la te Stanley Ashbrook's Spec ial Service,
Issu e No . 55, Oct. I, 1955, pag es 436-37, as we ll as th e corresponden ce of the la te M . Hubert
Judd.
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Diagram of "E" double trlnsf.r, showing
characte risti c horizontal lines in " Il " and in
"5 " and "T" of "POST."

it as a double transfer with t \ VO horizo ntal lines through the top of the ((T"
of "POST" being ". . . the same thickness and structure as the lines of th e
background. Th ere were also two distinct lines in the right arm of the D."

The second cop y was uncovered by the late Stephen Brown who forward ed
a cop y showing the same characteristics to Ashbrook in the mid-30s. Th e arrival
of the Simpson letter a few year s lat er apparently sparked Ashbrook's interest .
During the next 17 years he recorded four additional copies of this variety.
One of the most outstand ing examples encountered by Ashbrook is show n in
illustrat ions 2 and 3, a Jul y 5, 1848, folde d letter to Bath, Mai ne, from Boston
with red postmark and gr id cancel, which form er ly reposed in th e collec tion of
the lat e M. Hubert Judd of Dalton, Geo rgia. In a letter of Oct. 5, 1955, to
Mr . Judd, Ashbrook comm ented on this cover as follows :

Thanks very mu ch for your kindness in th e loan of your 5¢ 1847 cover with
th e " E" "dou ble transfer. " . . . Yes. this "E" var iety is quite scar ce, much mo re
rar e than either the "A" or B" probably due to the fact that th e ex tra lines were
no t cu t very deep on th e pla te and soon wore awa y. I beli eve we can only find
the " E" among th e very ea r liest prints from the pla te .

Illustra tion 4. Pair with "E" double transfer in left stamp.
Grid cancel and Liverpool marking representing 2 shill ings.

tIIus".tion 's. Lat. printing from
"dirty" plate, w ith "E" double trans
f.r showing only as faint lines.
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This stamp is a blackish brown, identifying it as an - 1847 pr inting. The
examples shown in illustrations 1 and 4 are in the brown shade typically seen
in 1848 and have the sharp impression that is characteristic of 1848 printings.
It should be noted that this horizontal pair was originally from a strip of three,
the third stamp being to th e right. Illu stration 5 shows a lat e "dirty" plate
printing in a red brown shade wh ich shows only faint lines du e eithe r to plate
wear as suggested by Ashbrook or to the accumulation of ink and other matter
on the "dirty" plate.

Wh at was the cause of thi s variety? Ashbrook never con jectured in print
thou gh he mad e thi s statement in his Special Service at pa ge 4.'36: "I do not
know whether thi s is a plate vari ety or a very minor double transfer, but
whatever it is, it is rather outs tanding as a variety of the 51- 1847."

My 'own opinion, for what it is worth , is th at this is a uniform and con
sistent double transfer and that Tracy Simpson had th e key-these are back
ground lines . The fact that these lines are horizontal and of the same th ickness
and structure as the background lines bears this out as does the sep aration
between th e double lines which is identical to th e gap between the background
lines in the immediate vicinity. Qu ite possihly the first entry was unsatisfactor y,
was "pounde d" or "burnished" out and then a fresh entry was made. The pound
ing or burnishing process was not done perfectly and a number of background
lines rernained. Similar transfers are known on the 11- 1851 issue.

At present, photographic records exist of eight examples of this uniform ,
consistent variety. This writer would welcom e th e chance to examine and
photograph any other examples, especially in multiples. Perhaps th e time will
come wh en this vari ety can be attributed to a particular plate position. Perhaps,
too, the editors of Scott's Speciali zed Catalof?ue of United Stat es will give con
side ration to listing this "rather outstanding' plate variety.
REPORT
of the

POSTMASTER GENERAL
A w ealth of da ta fo r the postal h isto ry student an d cov er re
searche r. Info rmation includes new posta l issues, steampship con 
tracts to Europe, Central a nd South Amer ica, Panam a and Ca li
fornia, copies of the posta l conven tion s w ith foreig n cou ntries ,
steamboat an d railroa d cont ract rou te s and much more .

1847, 1848 , 1849 (1 80 pages)

1850, 185 1, 1852 (1 64 pages)
1853, 185 4 (224 pages ) . ... . ._.__.

.$5.00
_$5 .00

____$6 .50

These reprints are punched for a small 3-r ing binder an d have
card cove rs.

Order from :

THERON WIERENGA, 337 College Ave ., Holland, Mi. 49423
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, ASloc. Editor
WHERE HAVE ALL THE PLATERS GONE?
Perhaps the question should be "Where have all the stamps gone?" .

A quarter of a century ago , Tracy W . Simpson cou ld , on the spur of the
mom ent, name eight collectors who had completed reconstructing the plates
that produced the imperforat e Sri stamp of 1851. Of these, \ \T. W . Hicks
was also building recon structions of some plates according to color , in
clud ing brownish carmine and clar et , and was working on a reconstruction
of Plate 1 Late in experimenta l ora nge bro wn ! C. W, Wi lson had compl eted
Plates 1 Late, 2 Lat e and 3 on cover .

About two years ago your ed itor expresse d an inter est in knowing who
is working on plate reconstructions of the 3¢ 1851-61 and how many complete
sets exist today. The result is a list of five complete imperforate reconstructions,
two of which were included in the Simpson list. Th ere ar e also at leas t five
complete sets of Plates 1 Late, 2 Late and 3. Two collections ar e complete, or
nearly so, as to Plates 10 and 11 ( Ea rly, Intermediate and Lat e states) and 15.

Mortimer L. Neinken reports that no one has completed reconstructing all
of th e 1¢ plates. His records on th is stamp indicate th e following recon
structions and complete panes exist:

Plat e I Early- I reco nstru ction .
Pl a te I La te (im perfora te) - 15 to 20 reco ns truc tions : I com ple te righ t pane.
Plate 2 (im perfo ra te) - I reconst ru cti on : 1 com p lete righ t pan e.
Pla te 3-no rcco ns tr UC Iions: 16.:; posit iom d efinitely pl aced .
P la te 4- no recons truc tio ns; ,I positi on s not d efin itely ti ed in right pane; I com plete

pe rfora ted left pane without imprint.
Plate !i-no recon struction s; I posi tion on r igh t pan e not t ied in .
Plate 6-no rcco ns t ruc tions : no evidence this plate ever went to press.
Plate 7- 1 reconstructi on (2 posit ion s missing from lef t pane) .
Plate 8- 1 rec ons truc tio n; I com plete left pane ; 1 ri!\h t pane of 99 positions. missing

IOO R8.
Plate 9- 1 reco nst ructio n; 1 com p lete left pane ; 1 com p lete r ight pane without imprint.
Plate IO-sever al reconst ru ctions; ap proxima tely 10 rig ht a nd 10 le ft pan es.
Pl at e II - no reconst ru ct ion s; doubtfu l th is will ever he completed heca use of lack of

ma teri al.
Plate 12-no reco ns tru ctions ; I positi on m issin g fro m left pane ; 2 positi on s mi ssing

from r igh t pane.

No complete reconstructions of the higher values exist since the date
of the dispersal of the only reconstructions of the 1O¢ plates.

The current scarcity of mat er ial is no doubt an importan t fac tor in the
reduced number of com plete recons tructions of the imperforate S¢ plates
in the hands of collec tor s and is pro bably an overriding fac tor in the case of
the 1¢ and higher denom inations. At the sam e time, there seems to be a
decreasing interest in platin g, whi ch is a sha me , since much original work
remains to be done on the perforated 3¢ plates. Thi s decline ma y be at
tributable in part to the diffi culty of communicating progress to thos e of our
members who are inter ested in plati ng. In an attempt to correct thi s deficiency,
Rob ert R. Hegland and the author have been working on a project to
provid e ph otographs of plating progress to dat e, which will eventu ally in
clude most of the "A" reliefs from all plates, as well as subs tantial recon
structions of Plat es 10, 11 and 15. These will be similar to th e Chase photo
graphs of the imperforat e reconstructions. But we need to know wh ether
th ere ar e enough platers left in the world to mak e the project feasible. If
you ar e cur rently working on the S¢ perforated plates, or if you are interested
in acquiring pho to prints of the completed work to da te, dro p one of us
a postcard. There is no obligation attache d, since we have no idea of the
cost a t this point.
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GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER AND DAVID T. BEALS III

Fo r half a century after the War of 1812 the primary ga teway to the Wes t
was locat ed along the lower Missouri River valley , extending from St. Louis
to the present site of Kansas City.

Whe n th e Louisian a Territory was transferred to the Unit ed States it was
already know n th at the Missour i River , which emptied into the Mississippi
just above St. Louis, was th e only navigable wa terway that exte nded deep into
the newly acquired lands. It was thi s natural highway that became the route
over which explorers, the army, traders , and finally immi grants traveled , and
the route that bound the new West to the States east of the Mississippi.

PLATTE I

MI SSOURI

Th. gr••' b.nd of Ih. Missouri River. this map shows ,h. lowns .Iong this slralch of river ,h., were
important in the opening of the West. The area between the river and the dotted vertical line north of
Klns.. Cily (Ihe old Missouri slale line) is Ihe Plette Purchase, which was added to Missouri in 1837 . West of
the state line was unor9anized 'erritory (sometimes called the " Misso uri Country" ); in 1854 this beume Kans.s
Territory.

At the time of the Purchase St. Lou is was th e on ly town of any importance
on th e west bank of the Mississ ippi River. Since it also comm an ded the mou th
of the Missouri River, it became the base from which the Terri tory was ex
plored , as well as th e grea t storehouse into which western produce ( initially
fur s ) flow ed , and which supplied western trad ers and military expeditions.

As the valley was sett led , each new town on or near the river which repre
sented the farthest westwar d advance became th e jumping-off point for the
Wes t. These, successively, were the ' Franklin-Boonville-Arrow Rock area, Lex
ington, Liberty, Independ ence, W estport, and fina lly th e litt le town of Kansas.

The clus ter of towns where the river turned nor th enjoyed the reputa tion
of bein g th e Gat eway longer than any other site and it is ' the postal his tor y
of th ese towns with which th is article is concerned.
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A number of fac tor s gave th e area its stra tegic importan ce. Firs t, it was
here th at the river tu rn ed north. Altho ugh it was navigabl e for a great distance
above th is site, most traveler s were headed wes t, and so left the river here.
Second, the prairies ende d a short distance west of the river's bend , and the
plains began. The early belief that the plains were not sui ted for farmin g
effectively stoppe d th e settlements at th is point for many yea rs. Another factor
discou raging sett lements was the western Missou ri border, which intersected
the river here. The ar ea west of that boundary was Indian territory; the Ind ians
did not begin ceding their lands for settlement un til Kansas Territory was
establishe d in 1854. Third , the two grea t overland routes began here, the
San ta Fe Trail heading southwest, and the Oregon ( late r Ca lifornia ) Trail
heading northwest to intersect th e Platte River Road .

While there were no U.S. mail rou tes over any of the overland trails
pri or to 1850, much mail was nevertheless carri ed over the trails prior to th at
dat e by private or militar y courier . In accordance with th e Postal Laws and
Regulations, these lett ers were delivered to the first postoffice reached at the
sett leme nts for tra nsmission th rough normal mail channels to the East. While
these will bear the townmark of the villages at th e edge of the sett lemen ts, they
may also bear suc h exotic datelin es as "Bent's Fort ," "F ort La rami e," "Fort
Bridger" or even "Second day's camp on the Trail. "

--------~----.-

Figure 1. In the early days the postmas'er always abbreviated Canto nment Leavenworth in this manner. The
letter, dated November 12, 1830, is from Gen eral Andrew 5. Hugh es to his son , Bela M. Hugh es , who was
staying with his uncle , the Go vernor of Kentucky . The elder Hughes was Indian sub-agent in charge of the
Iowa and Sac and Fox tribes. In 1830 he was statio ne d across th e river from th e fort, in what later became
the Platte Purchase. Bela M. Hughes was a founder of Weston and cousin of another famous Weston resid ent .
Ben Holladay .

Later , private expresses also ra n to both Denver and Californ ia, con necting
with the U.S. mail lines at St. Joseph, Atchiso n, or Leavenworth . These in
clud ed the Central Overland & Pik es Peak Express Company. \Vestern Stage
Co., and the Pony Express.

The towns which clu stered at the bend in the river , and which vied with
each other for supremacy in the outfitt ing, mail and freighting tra de are listed
below, together with a record of their postma rks.

FORT LEAVENWORTH

Even th ough th is post was not located physica lly in Missouri, it is listed
here becau se of its early esta blishment and becau se for man y yea rs th e post
office was attached to Missouri for administrative pur poses.

Fort Leavenworth was establishe d on May 18, 182i , on the west bank of
the Missouri River , by Col. Henry Leavenworth and a contingen t of 188 officers
and men of the 3d Infantry Hegimen t. Col. Leavenworth had been directed to
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Figure 2. The earhest recorded use of the term "foor' Leavenworth" in the townmark, dated June 29, 1832 . Thl
postmaster started to w rite "Cent" , as can be seen by the "e" under the "F" of "Fort ." It is believed that
this town mark was used to comply with the February 8, 1832, War Department order changing the post's
name from Cantonment to Fort, before contrary instructions were received from the Post Office Department.
The letter was written by R. P. Beauchamp, a former postmaster at Fort Leavenworth, and sub .agent of the
Upper Missouri Indian Agency , It refers to a troop movement from the fo rt to St. Louis as a result of the
Black Hawk War .

establish the fort on the east bank of the river wi thin 20 miles of the Little
Platte Hiver, However, along this stretch of river the bluffs were on the west
bank, the east side being low and ma rshy. T he Colonel's decision was later
affirmed by the War Dep artm ent.

The fort's primary mission was to prot ect the wagon trains moving over
the Santa Fe Trail, and to maintain peace among the Indians. In view of its
primar y mission , it is cur ious that th e fort was locat ed about 30 miles north
of the Trail at its closes t point.

e In addition to providing occasional military escort to wagon train s on the

0. '

Figure 3 . Letter from an Illino is recruit who has enlisted to serye in the Mex ican War. His view of a sold ier's
function du ring war time is a little vague: " 1 em now on my way to the rocky mountain s to kill indians and
hunt buffaloe."
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f;lgure 4 . " Id'er le tter from the same so ldie ., sho w ing he was nol so wrong about hu dUlle s, afl er all. Hi'
unit had been detached to build the ne w Fort Kearney to protect immigrant trains on the California Trail.
The letter is date lined "Fort Kearney Nov . 13th 1847 " and descr ibe s the bu ild ing of the pos t. It wa s carried
by military courier back down the Trail to Fort Lea venworth, wh e re is entered th e . mail system.

San ta Fe T rail, the fort serve d as a supply ba se and jumping off point for military
and explor ing exped itions up th e Missouri River , over the Oregon Trail, and to
th e Rocky Mount uins. Un til the acq uisit ion of the Pacific Coast terr itories
during the Mexican War it serv ed as the center of the line of frontier forts
th at ran from Fo rt Snelling in the north to Fort Gibson in the south . During
th e war with Mexico, Fort Leavenw orth wa s the base from whi ch the incredib le
U.S. assa ult on San ta Fe was launched.

The post was or iginally nam ed Ca ntonmen t Leavenworth. By War De
partment orde r on February 8. 1832, all cantonme nts wer e redes igna ted forts.
The Post Offi ce Department. however . did not see fit to cha nge the name
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on its records until October 19, 1841. In the meantime, the postmasters used
both names at variou s times in th eir townmarks.

Until the organization of Kansas Territory in 1854 the postoffice at Fort
Leavenworth was attached to Clay County, Missouri, for administrative pur
poses. Th e early townmarks th erefore read "Cantonment Leavenworth, Mo" or
"Fort Leavenworth, Mo." Even afte r the orga niza tion of Kansas Territory th e
postmaster refused to purchase a new handstamp containing "K T." and con
tinu ed to use the old "MO" townmark. It was not until Kansas became a state
that a new handstamp was acquired.

Th e postoffice at Cantonment Leavenworth was establishe d on May 29,
1828. It was th e first postoffi ce in the area th at was lat er to become the State
of Kansas. F rom 1829 to th e establishment of Kansas Territory th e following
townmarks were used there:

Wording
Cant Leavenwort h
(May or may no t inclu de " Mo")

Fort Leavenworth

Shape 6- Size
ms

ms

Color
Black

Black

Earliest and Lat est
Dat es of Use

J une 16, 1829 to
J u ne 10. 1839
Ju ne 29, 1832

This cove r ap pea rs to be uniqu e. See Figure 2. Used immediately after th e War Dep artm en t
order changing th e nam e of th e post fro m Cantonme n t to Fort . but ap paren tly before th e
postmaster was aware th at th e P.O .D. wou ld not sancti on the cha nge of name in th e town 
mark .

BlackmsFort Lea venworth Sep tember II . 1835 to
Decem ber 17. 1835

Four covers have been recorded wit h this ma rk ing during th e period shown: apparen tly an
abortive a tt em p t to change the nam e by the postma ster , whic h fail ed .

Red
Black

c·30V2FORT LEAVEN WO RTH /D / MO . May 17, 1839
October 2. 1839 to
December 10. 1858

Du ring th e 1843·1848 period th e postmaster was very negligen t abo u t usin g his mo nth
and day slugs ; one or bot h may be missing, with th e appropr ia te word o r day written in
manuscript. Two covers ar e kn own wit h no dat e whatsoever.

LIBERTY

Figure 5. The on ly r.corded ex ample of the 'erm "Clay C.H." II a townmark de.ignat ion ra,h., than "Liberty."
The letter is datel ined August 25. 1823 .
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f igur e 6. The first handstamped lownmark used al Liberty. between 1834 and 1837 .

Liber ty was found in 1822 as the cou nty seat of the new Clay County,
nam ed in honor of Henry Clay . It s importance to this his tory is two-fold. An
early road between Liberty and the landing opposit e Fort Leaven worth ( 1828 )
const ituted the Fort's fir st ove rla nd contact with th e western frin ge settl ements
in Missou ri. Also, a steamboa t land ing wa s estab lished abo ut four miles south
of town on the Missou ri River in 1831. This was known as Libert y Landing.
It enabled Libert y to ca pture a par t of the outfitting trade of the military and
immigrants headed west. The town never dominat ed this trade, however , because
it was on the wro ng side of the river to particip at e in th e Santa Fe trade or
acq uire the bu siness of overland travelers who sta rted out south of the river
to avoid a difficult crossing furth er nort h.

Figu re T. The seco nd " handsfamped tow nmark at Liberty was this sto ck sly Ie. This leHet orig inated in New
Mex ico dur ing the Mex ican War. Addr es sed to Pres ident Polk , it is from Col. A. W. Don iphan of the Missour i
Batta lion , d ated July 11 , 184 7 . It w as carr ied back up the Santa Fe Trail by mili tary cour ier and pl aced in the
ma ils at Liber ty .
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Figure 8. The third handltamped townmark of Liberty . A pOlt.Mexican War coyer dated Merch 10, 1849, ad
dr.ssed to Captain Denver as editor of the Platte Argus. Denver la'., became Governor of Kansas Territory.

Th e city was strongly pro-Southern during the Kansas Border War and
later in the Civil War. Seizure of th e U.S. arsenal at Liberty in April , 1861,
was the first act of violence in Missouri.

Th e town was originally known in the P.O .D. records as Clay Court House,
but only one cover is known with that designat ion, not as a separate townmark ,
but as a part of the postmaster 's free frank. As a matter of fact, neither of the
two covers known prior to the time a "Libe rty" townmark was adopted bears
a conventional townmark . Both are postmas ter's free franks. Th e second does
not have a town name in th e frank. It is dated May 22, 1824, and the letter
is datelined "Liberty."

Word ing
Clay C. H. Mo.
(Embod ied in th e postm aster's

free frank)
UBER T Y/ D / M O .

LIBER TYj D /MO.

LIBER TY/D /Mo.

LIBER TY / D/ M O.

Sha pe 6- Size Color
ms Black

o-38x28 Red

Black

c-32 Red

Green

Black
c-30 Black

Blu e

( -33 Black

Earliest and Latest
Dates at Use

Aug us t 25. 1823

Augu st 26. 1834
(On ly one rep orted )
Sep tember 26. 1834. to
J ul y 5, 1837
July 23. 1838. to
April 4. 1845
June 6. 1842, to
April 21. 1848
October 11, 1847
Sep tember 15. 1848. to
~[ay 8. 1852
March 9. 1849, to
March 10. 1849
June 27. 1858, to
May 25. 186x
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(T o be co n ti n ued)
lO ¢ - NEW CATALOG LISTING
Shown is a cover (ex Mood y ) submitted by 'Walter 1. Evan s, Th e vertica l

strip consists of Typ es II , III and IV, a combinati on of typ es th at occurs on
onl y three locations on Plate 1. This combination has not been list ed in Scott's
U. S. Sp ecialized Catalog, but we are informed it will be list ed in the 1977 edition
of the Cata log.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specia lize in covers of the world . We have a comp re he ns ive stock of
Confederate covers . In United Sta tes , w e stock Trans-Atlantic, Regist e red.
Special Delivery and othe r special usa ges. We usu ally have a few Terr i
tori als and We ste rns. and we are st rong in Hawaii .

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Street, South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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PHILATELIC BmLIOPOLE

BUILDER AND BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS

THE

POSTAL HISTORY
OF

INDIANA

by J. David Baker

Thousands of markings, maps and covers

4,000 Post Offices

40,000 Postmasters

1,100 pages

8.5 x 11 inch page size

1890-1970 postal data on microfiche

Two Volumes

Quality 70 Ib paper and Library binding

Edition of 750 numbered sets

$75.00

Post Paid

Leonard H. Har tman n

Post Off ice Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 4022 1
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Virtually an encyclopedia of U. S. Postal History

Pre-Ind iana Terr ito ry

Ind iana Ter rito ry
Listing of Post Offices
li st ing of Covers

Early Statehood

Counties and County Development

Ind ianapolis

Civil War
Demonetizat ion of 185 1-57 by R. B. Grah am
Covers from Ind ian a Troops by R. B. Graham
Dyer 's Compend ium

Postal Mar king s
19th Century Development by A. Bond
list ing of Manu scrip t Markings
listing of Handstamped Marking s
County and Postmaster Post marks by E. R. Doane

Route Mar king s
Stea mboat Marking s by C. l. Towle
Railroad Mar kings by C. l. Towle
Highway Post Office by C. L. Towle
Rural Free Delive ry by E. R. Doenr

Adhesi ve Postage Stamps and Envelopes
The 184 7' s by C. C. Hart
Ind iana po lis 1847 Find
1851-57 Post Off ices
1869 Usages from Ind iana

Private Mail Services
Expres s Mail Lab el s
Teleg raphs
Private Services
Larrance State Enve lop es
Corre spondences

Government Postal Serv ices
Free Franks by T. A. Steven s
Express Mail , 1836-1839
Reg istered Letter s
City Delivery
Dead Letters
Money Order System
Special Delive ry

Postal Rates and Operations
Domestic Rate s
Money and Postage
Distributing System by Hugh J . Bake r, J r.

Post Off ices and Postmas te rs, 1800-1890

Post Off ices and Postma ste rs , 1890- 1970 on microf iche

Bib liography
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL - A PERSONAL NOTE
The writer L<; essentia lly far more of a postal historian than a phil at elist

assuming that a distinct sepa ra tion can be made, and that phil at ely can be
simply defin ed as heing stamp oriented. In the same vein, then the pos.tal
historian, while not exactly ind iffere nt to stamps, cons iders them only relative
to their uses or their intended uses rather than the details of how they were
designed and produced .

For thi s reason, this section must at times he somewhat tedi ous to the
dyed -in-the-wool philatelists who are inter ested in covers primaril y for th e
stamps upon them and their appearance as an art ohject. It was to rec tify
this proh lem that the Period Edi tor , in the last few yea rs, has been most gra ti
fied to have the works an d ide as of such collec tors as C. , V. "Bert" Christian,
William L. Herzog, Clifford L. Friend , Paul 'Wolf, William S. Weismann and,
in this issue, Ken' Gilhart. We are parti cul arl y pleased to run Mr. Gilbart's
article in thi s issue; a picture of a ca ta log-listed variety which has not been
noted publicly for fift y yea rs and never been pictured in print until now is
not to be sneezed at! In fact, we often encounter mention of items which are
catalog-listed but whos e location has been unknown so long that the listin g
is beginning to he doubted. So, I would like to acknowledge in these pages
the good effor ts of the Con tributing Edito rs to have mat erial for all interests
in the 1861 section. .

Thi s writer has conduc ted the J861 sect ion since Februurv. 1965, Whole
No. 50, whe n he took over th e burden of thc section "tempora rily," so that
Henry A. Meyer could devote full time to getti ng out the Towle-Meyer hook
on ra ilwa y markings. At the time. tho basic theme of the Chro nicle, as originally
outlined by T racy ' V. Simpson, and, for this sec tion. enthusiastica lly endorsed
by Henry Meyer , was one of shor t articles on troublesome subje cts, reportage
of new research and discoveri es, and requ ests for data and inform ati on to use
in research projects. T he contributions and expectancies from the read ership
were high in hoth quality and volume. If one had a qu est ion to have answered,
a short paragraph or so in the Chronicle often if not invari abl y pr oduced a flood
of answers from collec tors with pertinen t materi al.

W e are reviewing this situation becau se we see m to have dri fted awa y
from th e original theme. Not that the Period Edi tor doesn't get some contribu
tions of mater ial, in answer to comments in the secti on. Yet, most of these
really don't add much informati on, nor are they the type of thing really need ed
such as a respon se to a qu estion in the form of a short study on the sub ject,
showing considerable depth of investigati on and, perhap s. sources either un
known or not ava ilable to others. Prohabl y, the reason for this is lack of response
to rep orts by the Period Editor, who, in both bu siness and hobby. has been
sub jected to considerab le time pressures in recent years.

Th ese comme nts are bein g ma de in the hope of gene ra ting response in the
form of construc tive comments as to wha t int rigues read ers and wh at they would
like to see in thi s section. And-arc we responsive to our reader's need s? We
also should comment that we have had a grea t deal of help from our postal
histor y wr ite rs, an d mu ch appreciate the contributions of postal historians such
as David L. Jar rett, an d Joh n Kohlhepp, to name only two. Th e purpose of
these remarks, however, is not to ask for applause or endorseme nt of the pr esent
mat erial hut to secure ideas to bett er serve a consta ntly broad ening spectrum
of read ers.

Richard B. Graham
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TEN CENTS 1861 VERTICAL PAIR, IMPERFORATE HORIZONTALLY
KEN GILBART

imper.pair,Ten Cenl 1861 verticet
Fon te ho rizontall y .

The illus tration accompanying this ar ticl e ha s been a long time gett ing
into print. Yet, it rep resen ts a Scott listing of at least fift y yea rs existence, and
th e or igina l is quite possibl y a unique va riety.

The 1O¢ vertica l pair , imperforate horizon
tall y, is list ed in th e Scott United Stat es Stamp
Catalog, Speciali zed as Number 68b, and wa s
pri ced in ita lics in th e 1976 cata log at $1650.00.
TI1is same item was in th e sale of th e grea t
George W orthington collection in 1917, and in
th at sale, it fetched the same $1650 at wh ich
it is priced today! Since, in 1917, stamps cou ld
not be illustrated , apparently no pictur e of th is
rari ty has been mad e availa b le to philatelists
un til now. Th is pair is believed to be the only

l
hori zontally imperforate pair (or . for that mat 
ter, part perforate of any kind ) of thi s stamp

. on record. The pair ha s been issued Philat elic
• Foundation Certificate No . ,50183 in 1975. The'jcertifica te notes a sma ll repaired tear on th e

top stamp at th e right , barely touching th e
,. margin. This tear , just di scernable in th e ph oto

gra ph, probably will not show at all in the
~, illustra tion. Th e color of the pa ir is a light

I yellowish gree n.
i- I have been unable to det er mine how th is
. item cam e into the W orthington collec tion, nor

how long it had resided in th at collect ion until
till' sa le in 1917. I acq uired th e pair in Januar y
of HJ76 from an East Coast dealer who is a
friend of some years' standing. IIc- inform ed me

. I that th is hor izontall y imp erforate pair had
~ . -,\ ) passed through severa l collec tions hy pr ivat e
~ I , ', \!treaty before he purchased it. but 11(' was not

, '. '. : a t lib erty to nam e th e previous own er. In any

~
. '.: . '~"" i. (. case. th e vuriot y has apparently been more or

.. ,; less "burie d" for a grea t manv veal's. Wh ether
.J . " . . ....::'_,..."(. it has been exhibite~1 ill any major shows since

1917. [ do not know. but th er e see m to be no
rep orts of th e item in recent years. The late
Lester G. Brookman mentions th e sa le of th e
pair ill th e Worthin gton salc in 1917, bu t incli

cates no othe r record of its existence in more recent years. For the similar
variet y in the 3¢ he not only mentioned th e item but illust rated it in a block
of four.

When I acquired th is pair , a philat elic piece de resistan ce of th e 10¢ stamp
of 1861, I imm ediately considered it a key piece in building a spec ialized
collect ion of this stamp. In this respect , I have had a great deal of encourage
ment from E. C. "Bert" Chris tian , also a specialist in th e 1O¢ 1861, and Will iam
Herzog, of Sagin aw, Mich igan. Both have ur ged me to write up the item for
illu str ati on in the Chro nicle, and have provid ed a great deal of infonnat ion and
references on the sub ject of part perforates. As a result, I becam e q uite inter
ested in how such a variety could have occur red . Bill Herzog provided copi es
of three different articles dealing with thi s aspec t, as follows: .

First , th e primar y work deali ng with thi s aspec t, by th e lat e Winthrop S.
Boggs, and entit led "Ea rly American Perforating Machines and Perf orati ons,
1857-1867," published in th e Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. 33, Nos. 2 and 3.
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The article deals with (1) the mechanical aspects of the perforating machine
and its construction, (2) an examination of stamps perforated by machine
during the pertinent period, and (3 ) the varie ties and th eir caus es.

In addition th ere were two mor e articles, one in Pat Paragraphs No.5,
Novembe r, 1931, pp. 81-89, wh erein Elliott Perry quotes an article in the New
York Even ing Post , Aug. 24, 1861, and an Essay Proof Journal ( No. 34 ) article
by Clarenc e W, Brazer , entitled "U.S. Postag e Stamp Making in 1871." Prob
ably more sources of information exist, but I have not reviewed any others,
The Boggs article makes a very important distinction between ( 1) pairs im
perforate horizontally and (2) horizontal or vertical pairs imperforate between,
Th e sam e distinction is made in Scott, United States Stamp Catalog, Sp ecialized,
in the "Information for Coll ectors" section under "pe rfora tions," where the
diff erence is very clearly explaine d. In essence , th e "impe rfora te horizontally"
(or vertically) pairs ar e not perforated on two sides of th e pair, or between the
stamps, and the "impe rforate between" vari ety is perforated on all sides of the
pair but not between the stamps.

The form er variety, of which 68b is an example, is caused by a failure to
pass th e sheet through th e perforating machine in one direction or another.
Cons equently, the resulting variety can occur in either the horizontal or the
vertical spaces between the stamps.

The "imperforate between" variety can be caused by a row or partial row
of worn or missin g pins in th e perforator. It can also have been caused by a
some what more complex pro cess. as described by Boggs. For punching the
rows of vertical perforations. the cylinders had rows of 20 pins acros s, arranged
in two groups of ten each , with a blank space between. as :

(Vertical pair, imperforate between ,
This pair was undoubtedly generat ed
by a mi ssing wheel or row of pins in
th e perfora tor, ra th er than by the
gu ide mislocat ion mode,

22b
26d
36b

(n ow 36c)
158i
161d
18Se.

I¢ - T ype IlIA , Plat e IV
3¢ -Type II

12¢ - Block

1875 3¢
IO¢

1879 10('

With thi s arra nge me nt, the vertical guide line between the panes of 100 OIl

the sheet of 200 would be left intact. The sheet would lat er be cut ap art on
this guide line. For perforating vertically, the entire sheet was placed on a
bed or tabl e which was supported by brackets and fitt ed with a movable ,gauge
against which the vertical edge of the sheet was placed. If the movable gauge
was out of position too far to left or right for the particular sheet bein g perfo
rated, and the magnitude of the mispositioning was equal to as much as the
width of a row of stamps, th en the gutter between the panes would have a
perforated line, while the adjacent vertical gutte r between rows of stamps
would have no perforations. It follows that only horizontal pa irs, vertically
imperforate between could occur in thi s manner, Boggs lists the following
hori zontal pair s, imperforate between :

1857

I cannot find an y mention in Scott of any stamp of th e 1861 issue im
perforat ed between.

With respect to pairs imperforate horizontally or vertically, Scott, U.S,
Stamp Catalog, Sp eciali zed , lists th e following 1861 and 1867 stamps as existing
in th ese varieties:

1861 I¢

3¢

63d (recorded as a used pair, imperforate
horizontally)

65d (cataloged both unused and used , im
perforate horizontally) , O th er informa 
tion indicates three bl ocks of fou r , mint,
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l Oti

1867 3 ('

exist. A mint pair was offered in the
Kell eh er sa le of February. 1976. Another.
differ en t . pair was offered in the Siegel
Rarity Sale of 1971. Brookm an pictures
an unused block of four of the im
perfora te horizontally var iety. in th e
lat er version of hi s wor k.

68b Ex Worthington , and now in th e writer 's
co llect ion. Probably un ique.

94c (ca taloged. used o nly. as imper fora te
hori zon tall y) . Brookman comments tha t
litt le evidence exists to in d icate it was
ac tua lly issued in this fonn.

In a letter , Bert Chr istia n notes a 5¢ 1861 Scott No. 67 reported in a pair
from th c Iewmark collec tion in 1921. The peri od editor of th is section of th e
Chronicle, R. B. Gra ham , made a quick search, no ting th e item was delet ed
from the Scott catalogs in th e early 1950s. It had been listed as early as the
1916 ca ta log , an d was shown as existing both used and unu sed in th e 1926
and 1934 Specialized ca talogs but up th rou gh 1950 was listed only as used . It
was somew here in th ose years wh ere th e listing for all such varieties was
made positive in that only pair s wer e listed.

Boggs did not list th e known varieties of horizontally or vertically im
perforat e stamps of th c United Stat es between 1857-1867, but a review of th e
1857 issue in th e 1976 catalog shows th e follo wing:

1t;' T ype V 24c Imperforat e horizon tally (p air) (Com -
ment : Th is would be a vert ical pair.)

3¢ T ype I 25a Imperfor at e vertically (pa ir) (horizon -
tal pair)

25b Imperfora te ho r izontall y (pair) (verti 
cal pair)

3¢ T ype II 26b Imper forate vertica lly (pa ir). (horizon-
tal pair)

26c Imperforat e horizon tally (pa ir) . (Verti
cal pai r)
(No te: since this sta mp also exists as
a hori zontal pair , imper forat e between,
it seems to be th e on ly U.S. classic sta mp
to be fou nd in all three part perforat e
Val ieties.)

Other than the "pair, imperforate bet ween varieties ," just one Banknote
stam p is cat aloged as existing imperforate vertica lly or horizontally. This is
th e 3¢ Continent al , which is imperforat e ver tica lly and thus would b e in a
horizontal pair. The listin g is shown as 1.'58h .

A gr ea t man y stamps exist as appa rently imperfo ra te or part perforate
sing les. Most of th ese were "ma nufac tu red" from off center straight edge d
copi es. While a few of th em are undoubtedly ge nuine, th ere is no way of so
proving th em and th e catalogs thus correctly only list such varieties in pairs.

If other 1861-67 part perforate varie ties in pair s are known, reports of
such would be appreci at ed .
A MATCHED PAIR - 3 ¢ "Z" GRILLS ON COVER
WI LLIAM K. HERZO G

Thc 3¢ "Z? grill is an extreme ly sca rce stamp, espe cially so when found
on or iginal cover. Lester Brookman estima ted tha t only 100,000 3d "Z" gr ills
were issue d .1

Both C. ' V. "Bert" Chris tian and thi s author own covers th at were mailed
from Clear Spring , Maryland ; th rough a fortunat e coinc idence , both covers
were franked by 3¢ "Z" grills. Th e Christi an cover (F igur e 1) was mail ed in
April of 1868, while the Herzog cover (Figure 2) was mailed on 22 May 1868.
Dates of use in th e first half of 1868, such as th ese. fall into th e main period
of use for th e "Z" gr ills .

I. T he United Stat es Postage Stam ps of th e 19th Centu ry, II. 135,
Ch ronicle 92 / November 1976 / Vol. 28, No.4 263



Figure 1. OIl" grille on cover from Clear Spring, Md., to Calif ornia in Apr il 1868 .

Th ere can be no do ubt that th e Clear Spr ing, Maryland , post office received
a supply of 31 "Z" grills in early 1868. It is suggested, therefore, that any 1868
use of a 31 grilled stamp from Clear Spring, Maryland, be closely examined.
Th e stamp could turn out to be the scarce "Z" gr ill, ra ther th an the common
"E" zrill.

Figure 2. Another Clear Spring cover with " Z" gr ille , used May 22, 1868 .
FRANK GODDEN ALBUMS
F.G. DE LU XE-g e nui ne Morocco leather in dar k sh ad es of re d, bl ue or g reen .
Bind er is go ld-too led a nd padded w ith soft-li ned d ust- p roof slipcase . Sixty pag es
g ilt-e d g ed wi th rou nded co rne rs. The F.G. PO PULAR ha lf bo und in da rk g reen
le athe r with fifty pages a nd slipcase . Also the econom ica l F.G. WARWICK in dark
blue and mar oon -fifty pages wi th s lipca se .

ALBUM PAGES AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

Fo r il lustrate d brochu re and p rice s co ntact :

PHILIP T. WALL
536 WOODVALE DRIVE GREENSBORO, N.C. 27410
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JACOB BLAUVELT REVISITED
JOHN D. KOHLHEPP

Shor tly af ter th e publica tion of " T he Blau velt Correspo nde nce" in the Aug ust, 1975 Ch ronicle,
two more covers and letters of J acob Blau velt were reported. Since these d iscoveri es greatly
enhance th e kn owledge of the br ief mili tary career of th e J861 m iliti aman and the postal
h isto ry of hi s times, the y are ana lyzed here.

AN EARLY PRISONER OF WAR COVER

Two wee ks after his capture at Bull Run, Jacob Blauvelt wrote his first
letter as a POW' to his parents in New York City from his place of confin ement
in Liggon's Tobacco W arehouse, Richm ond.

Richmond, Va
Augus t 4th / 61

Dear Fa ther and Mother-l ha ve a t last fou nd an opportun ity to wr i te you a few
lines to let you kn ow tha t I am well hoping tha t thi s will fin d you the same .
I am now a Pr ison er of War at Ri chmon d wit h a grea t man y more of our company.
I suppo se th at you know as m uch about the Battle or more th an I can tell you
our wh ole company was cu t of [f ] frpm the R egiment and cap tured kill ed and
I sup pose a great many escaped-I kn ow noth ing about J ames. Go to Adam s
Express an d see if you can t send me some mon ey-I wa nt to ge t a change 111

clot hi ng-we can get what we want if we have th e mo ney-we lost every th ing we
had with us th e day [of] th e Battle. we are verry well trea ted here so far-I sup ·
pose th at you have had a letter from some of th e boys before th is t ime if any of
the m have escaped-dont ha ve an y uneasyness abou t me-I hop e tha t I will be
come ing hom e one of th ese days-wri te soon and le t me know how you are all [sic]
send you r lett ers by Adams Express and ge t a rec eipt for for [sic] it -send th e
money if you can in sma ll gold do it up in a double envelo pe .

wri te to corpa ral McHu gh and he will let yOIl kno w how my th in gs is and
alI the boys and particulars Give my best respects to Uncle Garry and all th e rest of
enq ui ri ng fri ends I mu st now draw m)' lett er to a close-W rit e soo n

You r Ob ed ient Son
J acob Blauvelt

they will tell you how to di rect you r letter s to Adams Exp ress Office

~
/JJ'- ~ rt~..e4

Figure 1. Cover originating in Liggo"'s Tobacco Warehouse, Richmond, enclosure dated August 4, 1861, posted
al Old Poinl Comfo rl on Augusl 14, probably by a paroled prisoner. Use of Ihe 3 ¢ 1857 slamp on prisoner's
cover is rare as relatively few such letters were mailed while this stamp was in use .

Blau velt instructs his parents to send him sma ll amounts of mon ey in gold
but experience soon dictat ed to stop to this procedure.' Most mon ey sent to
prisoners by regul ar mail was stolen before it reached them . "Receip ted" mail
through th e lines via Adams E xpr ess was still possible on August 4, but this
route was closed on instructions from Pr esid ent Lincoln before the month was
out. Blau velt, however, chose a different carrier for his letter , as it did not

I. See "The Blau ver t Correspo nde nce" in the Aug us t, 1975 Chron icle .
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write as soo n as you get this

travel by Adams Express. (See Figure 1). The cover is postmarked Old Point
Comfort on August 14 and is mail ed with a 3¢ stamp of the 1857 issue, one
of the very few prisoner of wa r covers so franked. W e can only assume that
the cover got to Fortress Monroe by mean s of a released prisoner , as surgeons
and oth er soldiers we re b ein g paroled at this tim e, even before normal mail
and prisoner exchange op erations were initiated. Doctor John M. Price, Jr .,
who "found" this cover; has forwarded a cop y of the front page of th e Augu st
14, 1861, New York Times, which carried a news report of parolees arriving
in Washington on that date. They had been sent from Richmond to Fortress
Monroe via Norfolk on the frigate Min nesota, arriving at the fort on th e thir
teenth. From th ere they were sent on to Washington where they were discharged
from further military service because of the paroles they had given the Rebel
authorities. Although unprovable, it is more than likely that one of these paroled
prisoners carried Blau velt's letter to Fortress Monroe and mail ed it there.

Jacob's comments on needing a change of clothing are not surprising.
Most of the Bull Run prisoners arrived in Richmond with nothing more than
the clothes on their backs and, by fall , many of these garments were in ra gs.
Con temporary eyewitness accounts" from the diaries of prisoners at Liggon's
Tob acco Warehouse tell of men who had no trousers , socks, or shoes . One
prisoner , Pr ivate Albert Hall of New Hampshire, was driven from necessity to
fashion a pair of trousers from an old curtain that he un earthed from heaven
knows where.

The cover , from all available reports, is one of the earliest prisoner's
covers reported from a Southern prison, being preced ed in time by the renowned
Adams Express-carried lett er to Vermont and possibly a few others." It is th e
feeling of the editor and th e author that mor e Liggon's covers ha ve survived,
some perhaps franked with th e "old " 3¢ 18.'57 stamp. Reports and photocopies
of sam e to th e period editor would be appreciated.

AN EARLY COVER FROM CAMP PAROLE, ANNAPOLIS

In th e earlier article on Jacob Blauvelt and his Civil War correspondence,
it was stated that his service record at the National Archi ves ende d with a
June 17, 1862, entry that he was mu stered for pay at Fort Columbus. It was
assumed that he was discharged or sent home until exchanged, which was the
general practice with returning prioners , if they so opted . However , General
Order No. 12 of June 12, 1862, rescinded this option and also created the parole
camps to which these soldiers were order ed . The second newly discovered
Blauvelt letter was written from one of these camps.

Camp Parole
Annapo lis. Md. Sept 7th / 62

1 wr it e you a few lines to let you know th at we are all in good health except
james Murphy-he went to th e Hospital yeste rday with a bad head ache. 1 am very
sorry to hea r th at you are sick-I ho pe that this will find you well again- I th ought
that i did mention th at 1 rece ived th e lett er a ll r ight Lep ort arrived here last
week-I have been unwell this last two weeks but 1 am as well now as ever-I had
a very bad cold- I have been hording out in town th is last two weeks but am a
going in camp on Monday. I pav ed 3 dollars a week for good board and a good
bed -we re ceived our blankets yesterday and wha t clothes that we did want-things
is a going better now-we have a Lieuten ant. Colonel ove r lIS now-we expect to
move our cam p tomor row ab out two mil es away from the town and if I want
an y thing 1 will write as soon as we arc moved-I dont want any th in g until 1
find out wheather we are a going to sta y aro und Anna po lis . My over coa t will b e
no good to me in the Regim ent-I dont kn ow what they ar e a goin g to do wi th
us-let me know if you ha ve heard fro m Isaac yet and let me kn ow wh en th e
monitors and the metropolitan Regim en ts leave New York- you did not send me
th e weckley mercury and led ger this last week-dont for get th e Sunday mercury
and th e pap ers this week-give my respects to McGo vern and all my o the r fri ends

You r Ob edi ent Son
Jacob Blauvelt

2. See Th e Journ al of Alfred Ely and W . H . J effrey's R ich m ond Prisons, 1861-1826.
3. The fir st official route for thi s typ e of mail was opened lat e in Octob er or early

No vembe r . 1861. with No rfolk as th e Sou th ern exc hange po int and Fort ress Monroe it s
Nort he rn counterpart.
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Figure 2. Patr iot ic leltersheet and cove r from Camp Parole, sent by Blauvelt while boarding in Annapolis
while a parolee f rom a Souther n prison , September 7 , 1862 .

H is reference to one of his fr iends going to the hospital ties in, as does
all his previous repor tage, to known facts. Many of the returning parolees were
in poo r physical con dition , and some required hospitalizat ion. To treat th em,
a hosp ital was set up at College Green Bar racks in Annapolis, on land taken
over from St. John's College. This was the site to which Blau velt and some
2000 other parolees from New Englan d and the Atlan tic sta tes were dispatched .

Blauvelt's "lieu tenant colonel" was George E. San gster , of the 47th New
York Militia , an extremely ca pable administrator , who had just taken com mand
at Ca mp Parole an d was desti ned to bring order out of the chaotic situ ation
existing there. -

And chaos it was. Ma ny of the men had no shoes, b lan kets. or tents and
were still wearing the vermin ridden rags from the Southern ' prisons. "Vle
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received our blankets yes terda y and the clot hes that we did want indicates
that their needs were bein g supplied. Their rags, old boots, and oth er debris
wer e dumped uncer emoniously on th c shore of a creek behind th e college
in such qu antities that some of these relics were still bein g du g from the
creekbe d well into the 1890s.

Blau velt's observ ation that "we expe ct to movc our camp tomorrow about
two miles aw ay from the town" refe rs to a new site for Camp Par ole on South
River two miles southwest of Anna polis: Rem oval to thi s site served a tr ipl e
purpose, first, to rem ove the poor , disgrunted ra bble from the view of a citi zenry
that was decidedly Southern in its sympathies, second, to eliminate the tempta
tions of the town , itself , and th ird, to provide "lebensra um" for th e hordes of
parolees who were to follow. Meanwhile, the origina l site at Coll ege Green
Bar racks continue d as a hospital and receiving station.

Although the origin of th e nam e Camp Parole is obvious, it is appa rent
from Blau velt's letter that the College Green location bore thi s nam e even
before the parole camp was oHicially set up on South River , on sit e # 2. In
early summer of 1863, when filth and rubbish from the second camp had
accumulat ed to monstrous proportions, the camp was moved again , to a third
site, the old W elch farm , which was advantage ously locat ed on rail facilities.

To this point, Blau velt's many observat ions can be supported by historic
fact s. But one comment, although difficult to int erpret and verify, is worthy
of con sid eration because of the -overa ll accuracy of his reporting. He writes,
"I ha ve been barding out in town this last two weeks bu t am a going in camp
on Monday-I payed 3 doll ar s a we ek for good board and a good bed. " Since
furloughs wer e permitted from parol e camps, it is not clear wh ether Baluvelt
was on furlou gh in Annapo lis, perhaps finan cially unabl e to make the long
trek home to New York City , or whether he was allowed to board in town
because Coll ege Green Barracks had not the faciliti es to house and feed 2000
parol ees, a situation soon to be rectified by the move to site #2.

His closing rem arks verify wha t we have alrea dy concluded abo ut Jacob
Blau velt , a young man of average education for his era, and a keenly interested
spe ctator and reporter of events: "let me know when the monitors an d metro
politan Regim ents leave New York" and "don't forget (to sen d) th e newspap ers."

A report to the section edi tor of any further let ters or covers from this
correspo ndence would be apprecia ted.
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AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

From tim e to time, we report auction descriptions in these pages, which,
while not actually inaccurately describing th e particular auction lot . still convey
an impression of the lot such that a potential buyer does not ge t wh at was
expe cted. Actual incorre ct descriptions arc one thi ng-most auc tion houses of
reputation usually do a reall y meti cu lous job . This, of course, is reall y necessary
since even the tini est und escrib ed flaw in the condition of a rare stamp can
cause it to be rejecte d as "not as descr ibed ." There is littl e to comment up on
in this area ; an item either is "as described" or it is not , and it is eithe r genuine
or not , with the guarante e of the auct ion hou se usually a matter of reco rd.

The type of misdescription to be noted here if that is what it is, often
comes from the notes or album page write-up of a form er owner, and in postal
history is ofte n in the form of incorrect colla teral mat erial or da ta con cerni ng
the use and meaning of a cover , ra ther than actua lly misdescribing th e marki ngs
or other facts apparent on the cover itself . W e do not int end to criticize th e
auct ion hous es from whose catalogs these descr ipt ions are taken- and they
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are not indentified for the same reason. Rather, it is desired to arouse in th e
readers of th e Chro nicle, th e awareness that much of th e colla teral write-up
of the sort used here can readily be checked by th e buyer before a bid is
submitted.

409 (Cover sym bol) I¢ Blu e, Ty V (24) . H oriz, strip of th ree, Pos, 28-301.9, perfs
in at top , Each with sma ll dash in head (only ten positions on PI. 9) , Imperf
cen ter lin e a t right, tied on fres h cover by "Evansvill e, In d ., Aug . 17, 1861" Double
Circles. First Day of Demonetization, Very Scarce Cover. . . .

Althoug h th e statement "F irst Day of D emonetization" is in bold fac e, it
actua lly is not really correct. The late Henry A. Meyer, an Evansville res ident,
once made a detailed 'study. of demonetization at the Evansville postoffice.
The actual first day of the exchange period of th e old for the new sta mps wa s
August 22, 1861, and the first da y on which the old stamps would have b een
refused wa s after the end of the six day exchange period, actually Aug ust 28,
1861. The excha nge process has been writte n up many tim es and places, and
it va ried as to dat es w ith areas . However , the basic process was th at the local
postmaster placed an announcement in th e local papers when the fir st supplies
of th e new stamps were received . This an nouncem ent sta ted that, begin ning
upon the date the announcement first appeared , new sta mps wou ld be ex
changed for th e old for a six day period. Aft er that, the old issue would no
longer be accepted for postage at that postoffice. This wording thus means
that stamps of either issue were acceptable for postage during the six day
exchange period, and the "first day of demon eti zation" would thus b e. at that
office, the fir st da y af te r the exchange peri od was completed. To compound
th e complexity of such a "first day" situa tion, not only wo uld th e dat e vary
with each individual postoff ice, but some offices ran ou t of 1861 sta mps , and
du e to the short supply of the 'new stamps , again revert ed to th e old stamps .
As a matter of fact, thi s happened at Evansville, it is believed.

Undoubtedly, the erroneous statement made in th e auction description
stem s from th e fact th at the earliest known use for th e 1861 issue. as listed
in th e Scott U.S. Specialized Catalog, is August 17, 1861. But th at date ac tually
applied only at Baltimore, Maryland, and even then , as we have noted , was
still a week before demonetizati on of th e old sta mps .

Still another similar bit of incorrect assumption is revea led in the foll owing
lot description :

653 (cover sym bol) Soldier's Lett er, John Bruce, Maj. Censor mark ing on cover
to Keokuk, Iowa , "New Orl ean s, La." pmk a nd "3". Le tte r from sold ier enclosed
headed " U.S. Forces on Rio Grand e" wit h regim en t, e tc. Extre mely in teresting war
conten ts. Very Fin e. Unusual to find' censor mark on Un ion sold ier' s mail. . . .

Very unusual it is, indeed ! But here, it didn't happen . The endorseme nt on
the cover, here evidently mistaken for a censor marking , is nothing mo re th an
the normal soldier 's letter certifica tion, used to permit the transmission of a
soldier's letter through the mails unpaid and to be collect at destinati on. Literally
thousands of such letters were sent during th e Civil War, particularl y th e fir st
two years, and it is difficult to imagine why writer s of descriptions on album
pages-and also auction descriptions, -- continue to assum e that all signatures
ar e eithe r a frank or a censor markin g.

Interestingly, the describer did not mention the extreme rarity of such
covers emanating from F ed eral troops on the coast of Texas during th e Civil
War. Reference should be made to page 28 of Ch ronicle No. 89 for more informa
tion regarding covers of thi s type.

Still another interesting descr iption relative to demonetization follows:
448-3¢ Rose. (26) . Fin e. 1\1s tied Hi gh land (no sta te) . Oct. 9, (1861) . Used

after demon etiza tion on patriotic cover U.S. flag in colors. . ..

Aga in, with no knowledge as to wh at specific po stoffi ce wa s involved,
an d with an Oct. 9 dat e, assuming this wa s used af ter demoneti zation simply
doesn't hold water at all without better evidence. Many small towns in th e
North had not gone through the demonet ization process until mid Octob er or
later.
Chronicle 92 / November 1976 / Vol. 28, No.4 269



727-3c Red (II ) . Not tied . 3 margins, right sid e just touched . "Steam Boat " in
fanc y scro ll . Addit. Buffal o, N.Y. to Rom e, N .Y. Great Lakes stea me r. Stamp
p rob ably applied a t destinat ion . . . .

"Stamp probably applied at destination." By whom, and wh y? And who
paid for it ? This particular lot was pictured , and the cover bears an additiona l
endorseme nt not given in th e description: "Chge Box 135, RCW." This latter
endorsement makes th e desti nati on idea just vaguely possible- except that the
stamp in th e illustration shows no sign of being cancelled . However . our guess
is that the letter , bein g depo sited in the Buffal o postoffice by the captain or
clerk of th e steamboat, already bor e the stamp which had been put on by the
sender. Observing th e "Chge" endo rsement, and assuming or knowing this
referred to the Rome, N.Y. postoffice, the Buffalo office did not cancel th e
stamp. At Rome, th e letter was charged to be paid when picked up , an d pre
sum abl y th e addressee could hav e removed the stamp and reused it. On a
cover such as this, one could suspec t fakery, but fakers usually carefu lly cancel
th e stamp with a neat tie.
INDEX for CHRONICLES 45-72
Now ava ilable @ $2.00 po stpaid from
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FOR THE RECORD - EARLY USE OF 15¢ LINCOLN
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

In respo nse to the 15 cent Lincoln article on early use (s ee Chronicle 0. 87,
pp. 167-9), Route Agent Sheldon Friedm an supplied photographs of another pre
June 17, 1866, use .

Figu re 1

The cover ( F igure 1) was addressed to Cope nhagen, Denmark. It was
franked by 2¢, 3¢, and 15¢ stamps which paid the 20¢ Hamburg Convention
rate to Denm ark. Th is rate was in effect from pre-4/ 59 until 2/67. Mail ed on
June 6, from Phil adelphi a, Pa., it was placed on- a Ham bur g ·Packet on June 9,
at New York City. According to the USM & POA, a Hamburg-American line
steamer was scheduled to sail direct to Hambur g from New York City on Satur
day, June 9, 1866. Th e red "17" markin g was a cred it to Hamburg of 17 cents,
as th e U.S. retain ed 3 cents for internal postage.

Figure 2

Th e back of this cover ( Figur e 2) shows that i t ar rived at Ham burg on
June 23, 1866, and at Copenh agen on Ju ne 25.

This June 6, 1866, use verifies, once aga in, that 15¢ stamps were placed in
use prior to th e Post Office Department listed date of June 17, 1866.
Ch ronicle 92 / Nove mb er 1976 / Vol. 28. No. 4 271



THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENC E, Editor
UNUSUAL USES OF THE 2rI- 1869 STAMP
BENJAMIN E. CHAPMAN

In th e study of th e 1869 issues one finds many interesting combin a tions
of stamps making up d ifferen t and sometimes unusua l rat es. High deno mina
tion s used on multipl e-ra te covers to ove rseas destin ation s have long int erested
spec ialists. But what about th e "litt le" cove rs? Th e sub jects for thi s discussion
are five unu sual 'lei 1869 cove rs. Each bear s a single 'lei stamp, prepaying the
then-current ra te for different services.

F igure 1 sho ws a newspap er wrapper. Such items are decidedly sca rce
tod ay, becau se havin g no sentimenta l value ( as a letter migh t have ) , they
were usually d iscarded. Tn his study of the 'lei 1869, thi s writer has seen only
two wrappers bearin g the stamp. The wrapper ill Fi gure 1 was mad e of high
quali ty paper. It is wh ite , th in , stro ng and eluborate lv wa termarked. Th e other
'lei wrapper we have seen is just the op pos ite- made from brown, unbleached
fibers, quite thick and rough, pro ba bly homemade. Both wrappers have as the
only postal ma rking a cork killer applied to the stamp.

Fig ure 1. Newspaper
w ra ppe rs such as th is
on e were usu ally d is
carded . The 2¢ 1869
stamp pa id th e proper
po stage for a "drop"
newspaper or for a
prepaid quarterly pub.
lica tion weighing be
tween four and eight
ounces .

Two cents was the correct ra te for these mailin gs, as is confirmed in most
issues of the Unite d States Mail & Post Office Assistant between March 1869
and Decem ber 1870. The "Answers to Correspondents" section in the September
1869 issue additiona lly sta tes: "Sect. 1, Act of July 27, 1868. Two cents is
the prop er po stage for a 'drop' newspaper ."

On fir st glance, the cover in Figur e ~ appear s to be incorrectly rated at
'lei to Mexico. The normal ra te for a half -ounce let ter during th is per iod was
lO ei . However , upon closer inspection , one finds the item is actually an unsealed
"prices curren t" announcem ent, handwritten in Spani sh . A Mexican du e ma rk
ing of ~ real may be seen to th e left of the stamp. Similar 2 reaIs du e markin gs
have been seen on covers posted at th e 10d lett er rate .

A "prices cur re nt" sim ilar to that in Fi gur e 2, origina ting at the same New
York busin ess firm, H . Marq uardt, T.Y., and bearing a sing le 'lei Black Jack,
is descr ib ed bv Paul W olf in Chronicle 85:58.

Th e ]866' Postal Lares c;" Regu lations specified rat es to foreig n countries
for lette r mail an d newspa pers in Sec. 260 of the laws. This section further
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Figure 2. A 2¢ 1869 stamp on • commercial fiver to Mexico . Accepted . t the pr inted circular rat e alt hough
handwr itten , this prices current orig inated at the offices of H. Marquardt & Co., New York, on Nov ember 16,
1869, routed "per Cleopa tra." The Mex ican due marking shows 112 real.

pro vided that rates sha ll be ". . . the established domestic rates on pamphlets,
periodicals, and other articles of printed matter, which postage sha ll be pr ep aid
on matter sent, and collected on matter received . . . ." Since the domestic
printed circular rate at thi s da te was 2¢ for un seal ed circulars, not exceeding
3 in number, to one address, the cover in Fi gure 2 is correctly rated and paid.
It shou ld not , however, strictly speakin g, have been eligib le for the printed
circu lar rate, since it was entirelv handwritten and thus not in conformance
with regulations . -

Th e assumption is that the exchange clerk in New York decided to rate
this letter is favor of the sende r, rather th an in conformance with the postal
laws and regulations . In the May 1869 issue , in the question-and-answer section
on page 2, the U.S. Mail confronts this situation sp ecifically: "W riting in circu
lars . . . Circulars containing an y kind of wri ting, even 'the introduction of
prices in pencil ,' are subj ect to lett er postage, wh ether in sea led or unsealed
envelopes.

As to th e Mexican marking, we have recently received confirmation from
Jam es H. Beal of Warren, Ohio , a student of Mexican rat es, that one half
real is the correct due marking for a printed circular. Mr. Beal translates th e
appropriate Mexican regulation as follows: "Unsealed comme rcial circulars will
be charge d at four pesos per hundred , and thos e that are sent singly will be
charged at a ha lf real for each piece ."

No discussion of uncommon 21 1869 uses wou ld be complete withou t
touching on the reduced V.S.-Canada cross-border rat e. Thi s particular arrange
ment existed for man y years ( 1851-1875 ) between certa in V .S. and Ca nadian
exchange offices lying close to each oth er ac ross the international border . This
rat e is correctl y term ed the "line office" or "boarder exchange -office rate."

In 1851, wh en the British North American postal system became autono
mous, 15 pairs of border offices with dir ect exchange existed. At these points,
the int ernational mails between the two countries were exchange d. Much has
been wr itt en about the establishment of the 24 border excha nge-office ra te , but
definitive inform ation is lackin g about wh ich offices actually used the rate.
and wh en the rat e was used. It seems a reasonabl e assumption that during the
1869 period, person s residing in most of th e town s shown in Tabl e T could
exchange letters, with the opposite Canad ian town , at a rate of 2¢ per letter.

Shown as Figure 3, through the cour tesy of Mar garet Wunsch , is a Januar y
28, 1870, cover from Houlton, Maine, to Wo odstock , New Brunswick, illustra t-
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TABLE I
U .Si-Ca nad u Bord er Exch ange Offices

(Ad jacen t O ffices as listed in 1852 P . L 6- R .)
Canada
Sau lt Ste. Mari e, C.W.
Port Sarn ia , C .W .
W ind sor , C .W .
Fort Eric, C.W .
Quccnst on , C.W .
Niaga ra , C.W .
Kingston , C.W .
Brockvil le , C.W .
Presco t t , C .\V.
Dundee, C.E.
Sta ns tead , C .E.
Ph illipsburgh , c.r.
St. And rews , N .B.
St. Step he n , N .13 .
Wood stock . N.B.

Un it ed Stat es
Sault Ste . Ma ri e, Mich .
Por t H uron , M ich .
Det ro it , Mich.
Black Rock, N.Y .
Lewiston , N.Y .
Youngstown , N .Y.
Cape Vincen t, N .Y.
Morri stown , N .Y.
Ogd en bu rgh , N .Y.
Fort Co vington, N .Y.
Derby L in e , VI.
Swant on , Vt.
Ro bbi nston . Me.
Ca lai s, Me.
Houl to n . Me.

,
I

",•\
I,
~
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Figure 3. This 2¢ 1869 stamp paid the f ull le tte r-rete po stag e between Houlton, Maine, and Woodstock, New
Brunswick . This "border exc hang e rate" prev ailed bet ween a number of U.S...Canadian line offices , but covers
show ing the rate are ext remely scarce . The inset Woodstock receiv ing stamp actually appears on the back
of the cover. Cou rtesy of Margaret L. Wu nsch.

ing the 2¢ line-off ice rat e. TIle cover is addressed to Miss Alice Belyea. rn
the interest of sav ing space, the New Brunswick receiving stamp, wh ich ac tua lly
appears on the b ack of the cover, is shown inset on the front in Figure ,3. Fi ve
othe r 1869 covers ar e known, all addressed to th e same Miss Belyea, whom
we salute for saving her corresponde nce . A listing of the six Belyea covers
with 1869 stamps is shown in Table II.

Th e writer finds it quite curious that all the border exchange- office covers
showing this 2¢ ra te ma de by 1869 stamp s are from one correspond ence show
ing one set of exchange offices . Surely others exist, and it would be most pleasant
to find addi tiona l covers showing the rate between other offices.

TABLE II
Line -Office Covers a t Two Cent Rate wi th 1869 Stam ps

I. O CI. 25, 1869; H oulto n , Me. to Wood stock , N .B.; 2¢ IS69.
2. J an. 2S, 1870; H oul ton , !\Ic. to W ood stock . N .B.; 2c IS69.
3. Fe b . I I , 1870; H oult ou , !\Ic. to Woodstock , N.B.; tw o 1¢ 1869s.
4. !\larch 15, 1870; H ou lt on , :\Ie. to W oodstock, N .B.; 2¢ 1869.
5. Apri l 19, 1870; H oul ton , Me. to W ood stock , N.B.; 2¢ 1869.
6. Apri l 29. 1870 ; H ou lto n , !\Ie. to Wood stock. N. B.; 2¢ 1869.

Th e cover shown in F igure 4 was orig ina lly int ended as a dro p letter for
delivery in New Haven. Apparently the addressee had travelled on to Leb anon
Springs, New York, to which the cove r was forward ed, mar ked 31- due. Since
the letter was forwarded from New Haven to Lebanon Springs, it was clearl y
chargeab le at the S¢ rat e. Note, however, that th e prepaid 2d dro p fee was
entirely ign ored , so th at the full 31- was du e on delivery .
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Figure 4. A 2¢ 1869 I tamp on a New Haven drop leller charged with 31' addit ional pOltage for forwarding .
The use is probably 1870 , from other evidence on the cover .

Our last item shows a non-postal use. F igure 5 illustrates a 2¢ 1869 stamp
paying the revenue fee on a receipt for $239, elat ed Ma y 19, 1869 (a fairl y
early use), and also shows an enlargement of th e stamp itself. All legal docu
ments during this period were required to have th e revenue fee paid in stamps.
Normally this was done by affixing the appropriate revenue stamps to the docu-
SRUNG OR BUYING
DUALITY U.S.
CLASSIC MATERIAL
WOLFFERS HAS
YOU IN MIND
We would like to help you with your philatelic selling plans. Our active cus 
tomer and dealer list in the Uni ted States and abroad means we know where
in the world to get you top dollar. We offer a choice of direct purchase, pr ivate
treaty or public auction . Eight sales a year each supported by one of the most
highly regarded catalogs in the business. It 's a step you won 't regret, call
collect (415) 781-5127.

Should you be buying, catalogs are available FREE at our downtown San
Francisco store , 3 weeks prior to sale date. To receive by mail , order now.
Send name, address and $1.

~HARD OOLFFERS, INC. Stamps and Stamp Aucti ons

127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
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ment. Occasions did arise , however, when reven ue stamps were not ava ilable
and ordinar y postage sta mps were used.

Figure S . A revenue use of d 2¢ 1869 stamp , dlo"g with d b lo w -up of the stilmp itself . Ine document is •
receipt by Feltes and Campbell, a«orneys, for money received for the settlement of an estate . The- manuscrip t
date (May 19, 1869 ) on the stamp, along with the initials (G.W.F.) and handwriting, precisely match those on
'he document itself, indisputably tying the two together.

In the instan ce show n in Figure 5, a receipt was written in longha nd on
an ordinary rul ed sheet of paper. The receipt was signed by G. W. F eltes,
whose initials also appear on the 2¢ 1869 stamp. On the back of thi s receipt,
also in manuscript , but in anoth er hand, appear th e notations "No. 16" and
"filed [ any. 18/70, J. W . Halek." More than likely, thi s was one of a series of
docum ents filed in th e Carbondale, lllinois, proba te court in con nect ion with
the sett leme nt of the esta te of E. Snider.

The au thor would b e interested in correspond ing with other students wh o
have noted similar unusual low-valu e 1869 uses. Please write to Benjam in E.
Cha pma n, P .O. Box 8407, Memphis, Tenn. 38108.
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REVIEW: 1869 ASSOCIATES PUBLICATION
MICHAEL LAURENCE

Readers of the Chatter are well aware of the existence of a study group
exclusive ly preoccupied with the 1869 series. Th e group is conce rne d not just
with the 1869 stamps, but with their varieties, uses, markings, postal history ,
proofs, essays, reissues and overprints-dn short, with everyth ing conc erning the
1869 issues.

Distributed at Interphil was the group's first loose-leaf publication, articles
written by members concerning various aspects of th e 1869 seri es. In addition,
the group publishes a quarterly bulletin, Th e 1869 Tim es, which from the first
four issues of its existe nce promises to become an estimable study -group news
letter .

The group is ca lled "T he 1869 Pictori al Research Associates"-an un gainl y
titl e, we think, since th e word "pictorial" seems unneed ed and con fusing. The
newsletter has a more appropriate heading, and recent issues have contain ed
auction pr ice reports, research aids and requ ests, reprints of primary source
mat erial, plus othe r 1869-ori ented features and oodles of ephemera and gossip
of interest to collectors who are seriously devoted to the U.S. 1869 stamps.

Th e group' s fir st permanent publication, the loose-leaf compilation dis
tributed at Interphil, contains a number of int eresting and worthy write-ups,
The best , from our point of view, is Rich ard M. Searing's contribution on the
subject of high-valu e 1869 covers , In Chronicle 88, Sea ring published his listing
and conclusions about 90¢ Banknote covers, His we ll-researche d work on the
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30¢ and 24¢ 1869 covers is a logical follow-up. In these pages in the near future,
we 'hope to publish his expanded listing of high-v alue 1869 covers , along with
his conclusions. Searing has located 64 24¢ covers, and 60 30¢ covers.

Several articles in the 1869 publication are devoted to plat ing marks and
plate varieti es on the 3¢ 1869 stamp. W ithout much evide nce , we continue
to feel that at least some of the 1869 values are ul timat ely plat eable. We cer 
tainly salute the collectors who are doing so much work with th e dots on the
stamps under the plate numbers. Thi s is a step in th e right direction. More
steps are needed, and the articles by R. J . Niezabi towski an d Benj amin Chap
man and Margaret Wunsch are a promisin g beginning.

Among the most interesting write-ups are those concerning 1869 proofs
and essays. The best of these, J. C. M. Cr yer 's exploration of the origins of
th e Panama-P acifi c die proofs of the 1869 stamps, is almos t nove listic in its
development. As informati ve as it is cha rming, Cryer 's piece is an important
contribution to 1869 liter ature, and will prove rewarding to any collector in
terested in the elusive and mystery-shrouded "Southgate proofs." We hope to
see more philatelic writing from Cryer.

Also not able in the 1869 publication is a bri ef article by Millard Mack
on the historical precedents to the design of the 1869 stamps, which he shows
are much less innovat ive than we've been led to believe ; a listing of 2¢ 1869
bisect covers (17 in all) compiled and discussed by Jonathan Rose; a com 
parable discussion by Mrs. Wunsch of 3¢ 1869 bisect uses on th e Luray, Vir
ginia, tax notices; and a write-up by Chapman, describing covers bearing the
2¢ 1869 stamp along with the various 1¢ valu es th at we re th en cur re nt . Worthy
of special mention is Mich ael C. O'Reilly's bibliographic listin g of 1869-relat ed
art icles and write -ups, gleaned from the more accessi ble sources, both ha rd 
bound and periodical, thi s Ch ronicle prominent among th em. O'Reill y admits
th at his work is no more than a beginning-the visible tip of th e iceb erg, as
he calls it-but it is a fine beginning. Now th at the tip has been exposed, we
hope that an exploration of the sub -sur face will follo w.

The publicat ion itself is marred by th e sort of technical flaws th at should
be expected in the first publishing effort of an inexperienced but en thusiastic
study group. The absence of a tradition al titl e page, for instan ce, makes cita tion
difficult. The full title of the book appears to b e 1869 Pictorial Research As
sociates Int erphil1976 Publication. This is perhaps descrip tive, but does not fall
freely from th e lips. The book was produced in loose-leaf format so tha t articles
could be remo ved or rearran ged indi vidually, but th is purpose is entirely de
feat ed by th e frequent instan ces in which one article en ds on the front side of
a loose-leaf page and another comme nces on its reverse.

We personally regret th e decision to marry th e an nua l publicatio n to th e
du es structu re, W e think it is a mistake for any philat elic group to commit to a
policy of annually publishing perm anent b ooks, becau se we feel th at book
frequency ought to be determined solely by the ava ilab ili ty of publishabl e
material. This, we think, is why the publications of the American Philat elic
Con gress are so spotty in quality.

But the Congress books at least consist of articles that are more or less
the last word on their particul ar subject. As the Cong ress appreciat es, a perm a
nent publicat ion is essentially uncorrectable, 1n a study-group newsletter,
or eve n in a qu arterly journal such as thi s Chr onicle, ther e is always a follow
ing issue in which to correct previous mistakes. The 1869 group belat edl y
reco gnized thi s problem, but the compromise of the loose-leaf format see ms
inadequa te.

In our opinion , the interests of the 1869 group-and of classi c U.S. phil at ely
genera lly-would have been better served ha d th e conclusions in th e Interphil
1869 publication first been aired in th e study -group newsletter. Not only
would this improve the subs tantive con tent of the newsletter, but the informa
tion itself would there be exposed to an audience of knowled geabl e spe cialists
who could add, amplify and correct. The resu ltant revised write-ups would
then be available for a permanent book, or series of books, to be published
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not under th e pressure of an nual deadli ne, but simply whenever ad equate
publishabl e mat er ial comes together.

We under stand th at on e of the reasons the 1869 group elected not to
pursue th is course was the fea r that a beefed-up study-group newsletter would
be construed as compe ting wi th thi s sec tion of the Chronicle. While we appre
ciate such solicitude, it is not needed .

The U.S. Philatelic Classic Society wa rmly endorses the stu dy of the class ic
U.S. posta ge stamps. This is our overrid ing purpose. It should go without saying
that our Society supports the 1869 study gro up an d hopes for its pro sperity.
We see no conflict in the simultaneous existence of th e two groups .

The 1869 gro up publicat ions, by their very spe cificity, can and should
devote th emselves to the minutiae of 1869 speci alization. Th e Chronicle, by
vir tue of its broader scope, must concern itself with the entire ran ge of classic
U.S: stamps and their post al history. Wha t we have always strived for, in the
1869 section of th e Chronicle, is mat erial specifically relat ed to the 1869 stamps
(or the 1869 period) tha t is also of general interest to classics collectors who
do not specialize in (or perhaps don't even collec t) the 1869 stamps th emselves.
W e feel we can contin ue thi s policy succ essfully for the foreseeable future.
In fact, we feel our task is eased considerabl y by the appearance of th e 1869
study group . Commencing shortly , we hope to begin publishing the first fruits
of their stu dy of th e 1869 stamps- in the form of Searing's article mentioned
above . W e hope that as the months and yea rs pass, the 1869 group will be a
continuing source of new and imp ortant schola rship about the 1869 stamps,
the best of which we will publish, summarize or otherwise noti ce in th ese pages.
1869 NOTES

Figure 6. The 361' Brit ish mail rate to Yokohama, via Marseilles, efficiently paid by I 121' Ind I 241' 1869
stamp . This cover, from the Iherel correspondence, is routed "per Weser and via Marseilles." The steamer
Weser II of the North German Lloyd line left New York on 29 January 1870 and arrived Southampton Peb
ruary 8. The London "PAID" marking on this cover, trying the 12¢ stamp , reads "9 FE 70 ."

• On page 172 of Ch ronicle 87 we said we had never seen an 1869 cover
showing th e 36¢ rate to the Orient via th e British mails via Marseilles. This
rat e was in effect from 1 January 1870 until 5 Novemb er 1870, more than 10
months. The ink on our words was scarcely dry when appeared the cover illus
trated as Figur e 6, from th e Sidney Hessel collecti on . The cover is from the
Thorel correspondence, New York to Yokohama, showing the 36¢ rate made
by a 12¢ and a 24¢ 1869. It was lot 737 in th e Ha rmer sale of June 9, 1976. The
cove r da tes from early 1870 and shows the proper credit 32. The histo ricity of
th is item was obviously ap preciated both by the floor bidders and th e outside
world. The cove r was sold "to order" for $18,000.
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WHEN YOU HAVE
STAMPS TO SELL:

Contact the professionals offering

all of the services that discriminating

Collectors, Investors and Dealers require.

PUBLIC AUCTIONS: Each year we offer over 15,000 carefully
described lots of U.S., U.N., FOREIGN stamps, and Postal
History at unreserved public auction.

DIRECT PURCHASE: We are active buyers of individual stamps,
entire collections or estates. We will travel for worthwhile
philatelic holdings.

PRIVATE TREATY SALES: Valuable stamps, covers and philatelic
properties or complete collections may be consigned to us for
private sale.

Write describing your ma terial, for shipping inst ruct ions, com
mission rates and/or m inimum requirements. Include your ad
dress and telephone number. Ship stamps only after our
confirmation.

OUR N EXT AUCTION CATALOG SENT BY 1ST CLASS MAIL

- 75c. (WI TH PRICES REALIZED - $1 .50). 1 YEAR SUBSCRIP

TION TO CATALOGS & PRICES REALIZED - $8 .5 0, OVERSEA S

$12.50.

Licensed Bonded Auct ioneer

New York, N.Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 662-2777

536 West 111 th Street

Wurqu£$ at ~r~iff, Wr., c3Jttt.
£

Establ ished 1947
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
ARTH UR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc . Editor
POSTMARKS

Figure 1. Skull and Cross bones u nce llation o n coHi n
from Pitts burgh , Pe nnsylvania , on a 6¢ Continenta l.

The current out cry against the Post Office Departmen t's failure to use
postmarks with the place of origin and the da te ma iled would seem to echo
our foreb ears ' ea rl ier complain ts against smudge d postmarks as evide nce the
follow ing article from the New York Tim es of April 24, 1873 :

Postmarks
O n a ve ry large por t ion of th e let ter s ma iled in th is cou n try, th e pos tm ark

is, ei ther a pa rt or th e wh ole of it , ntterl y illegible. Amo ng the most ludicro us
ins ta nces o f a n absu rdly hope less pursu it of kno wledge under d iff icul ties, are
th e effo r ts we somet imes see made to ascertai n from the off icia l imprin t made
ou ts ide of a letter the na me o f a p lace which the han d wri t in g insi de has ren d er ed
a matter o f co njectu re . Th e inge n ui ty wi th wh ich gen tle men in the various post
offices ca n make each letter of a postmark show some of the di st inctive lin eam ents
of eve ry one of th e twenty-six le tt ers of the a lp habet, a nd cause eac h figure to bear
a stri king rese m bla nce to everyone of th e ten digits. is a n a m azing ex h ib iti on
of in ven tive ge n ius .

O f a ll the lett ers that arc sen t , th ere is not on e in ten , perhaps not one in a
hu nd red , wh ere the legi b ility of th e postm ark is of a ny cons ide rab le cons eq uence .

Figure 2. Horte's Head
'rom Cortland, New
York. on a 3 ¢ National.
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Figure 3. Eleph.nt from C.mpello. M. ...·
chuletts, on a 1¢ American " engraved.

Figure 4. Bee-orig in unknow n-on I 3¢ Na
tio nal .

For tha t ma tt er, a good many of th e lett ers sent are themselves of no particular
account, either with or without a legib le pos tmark . But th ere are cases whe n
th e distinctiveness of th e postmark is a cir cumstance of ver y high impor tance. It
is sometimes of great moment to th e writ er of a lett er to have pl ainly impressed
upon it an official stamp wh ich sho ws that it was sen t out on a particula r da y.
A variety of illustrat ion s of thi s will occur to every bu sin ess man. And th e preven 
tion of carelessness and delay in th e tr an smission of letters, whic h is th e prim ary
object of postmarks, eviden tly depends ver y mu ch upon the way th ey are put on .
If a postmark is of any u se a t all for th is purpose , th e u til ity is, to say th e least .
decided ly impaired by ha ving the impression so blurred and indistinct th a t nob od y
can read it. That it ought to be thus useful is a point of wh ich th e tim e and
trouble taken to affi x it on th e million s of le tt e rs that pass through th e mail con 
stitute a full acknow led gement by th e Post -Office Dep artmen t.

There is, doubtless, especia lly in large offices , a d ifficu lty a bou t th e matter.
owi ng to th e rap idity with which th e work mu st be done, and al so fro m the
circ um sta nces that no kind of ink bas ever yet been inv ented which will dry
instan ta neo usly of its own accord . Bu t these hindrances arc oft en overcome in
things where they would certainly have appeared at first sigh t to be mu ch greater
than in th e case of postmarks.

If a daily new spaper can be struck oft so th at th ou sands of rea de rs get clea rly
printed copies of it a t thei r break fast tabl es. it is ab surd to talk of th ere being
an y necessity for the illegibility of postm ar ks. The pl a in fact is, tha t th e Post 
Office Department need s for imprinting th ese marks some kind of app ara tus very
different from the primitive means now employed . Here is a chance for inv entors .

Wher e is the far fam ed individual that made th e machine from which the
live sheep that were put in to on e end came ou t roas t mu u on and ready-made
clothing at the other end ? Let him devise a printing press through which letters
can be run as rapidly as a wide -awake bo y can put th em in . a nd come out with

Figure 5. Regi.tered
leller from New Dig.
g in(g)s, Wisconsin .
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dry and distinct postmarks. If he is not to be fou nd . let someone else try it.
for such a contri vance wou ld be a great public be nefit.

However, the postmaste rs of a hundred yea rs ago, even though th ey might
smu dg e some pos tmarks, at least relieved . th e mon otony by occasiona lly using
interestin g, attractive and some times amusing cancelling devices or "killers"
as they are often ca lled. A few examples are illustrated , among them th e Pitt s
bur g "Skull and Crossed Bones in Coffin", Fi gur e 1, perh aps sponsored b y the
environme nta lists of that era as propaganda against the steel mill s in Pittsburgh.
Next is a Horse's H ead from Cortland, N. Y., Fi gure 2; or is it a don key? And
stra nge as it may see m these days, an elephant from Campe llo, Mass. , F igure 3,
and with his trunk up no less. Carter beware! Figure 4 illustrates a bee which
for some reason was a pop ular canceller of that era with man y different types
known. And , lastl y, getting back to postmarks in the Middle ' Vest , we some 
times drop our "g"s" as illust rat ed, Figure 5, b y the postm ark from New D ig
gin ( g) s, W isconsin .
U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRON G IN A LL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFER ENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
282
u.s. & FOREIGN
liTHE DESIRABLE

&

THE DIFFICULTil

Free Weekly

Sales Catalogue

IMPROVE-A-COLLECTION
SERVICE

(Div . of J. M. Blood, lnc.)

P.O . Box 548

Holyoke, MA 0 1040

USPCS
Old u.s. Covers Are My Specialty
Write for M y Free Special Lists

THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS

by La urence (934)

Beautifu l ne w re p rint - limited ed ition- 272 pages- alm ost 33 00 illustrat ions-prices
rea lized at sale in append ix. Price postpaid __. . . . . . $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488, CLEARWATER, FLA. 33515
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(1) Feature Covers
We are indebted to Mr. David Jarrett for furnishing our feature illustrations

for this issue . Both covers have been mentioned previous ly in the Chronicle
and we are happy to have the photographs to complet e the record.

/tf~A-Y,kk ~~e??j;

~&~4YT7:/~,I-?

Figure 1. Confederate UI. of HICKORY VALLEY M.C.R.R.

Figure 1 is the only known example of the Hickory Valley M.C. R.R. , Nov. 28,
1861, marking T-M 421-S-5, 34 mm., black. This stamp less cover with 5 cen t
rate to Bolivar , Tenn., was used during the Confederate period and was previ
ously listed in Chronicle 88:250.

. 1
/

Figu,e 2. BELVIDERE DELAe R.R. on 3f envelope; ello LAMBERTVILLE B.D.R.R.
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F igure 2 is in the ed itor's opinion one of the finest railroad covers known .
Listed in Ch ronicle 71: 46, it bears th e very rare Remele B-7-b , 29 mm ., black,
Belvidere Delawar e R.R., nicely struck on 3 cen t stampe d envelope addressed
to Princeton, New Jersey. Adding greatly to the att ractiveness of the cover is
is a nicely struck "LA MBERTVILLE. [N.J.] B.D.R.R./2d. LI NE/ APR. 2." Al
though this is probabl y a corner card use applied by station agent or railway
official rather than th e route agent, the two finely stru ck markings mak e this
a most attractive item .
(2) An early route agent marking on Richmond, Freder icksbur,:J &.Potomac Railro ad

An early link in the great mail line from Washing ton to the South was
form ed by the construction of the Richmond, Fr ed ericksburg & Potom ac Rail
road , incorporated F eb . 25, 1834. This road , built to 5 foot gauge with 2W' x W'
stra p iron ra ils, was expedited by financial aid from th e sta te of Virginia and
construction proceed ed unusually fast for the period . It was completed to the
South Ann River Feb . 13, 1836 and to Fredericksburg and th ence to the Potomac
River Jan . 23, 1837. At th is point, 75 miles from Richm ond, named Aquia (Acqua,
Acquia ) Creek, a wh arf was constructed and connection made by th e railroad
to Potomac River ste amboats for Alexandria and W ashington .

South of Richmond the R.F. & P. connected with the 22Jf mile Richmond
& Petersburg RR completed between the named points Jan. 17, 1838, thence
the earlier Petersburg & Roanoke wh ich had completed the 63 miles to W eldon,
!'\.c. in June 1833, and then ce with the 161 mile Wilmington & Raleigh R.R.
completed Mar. 9, 1840, to Wilmington, N.C. The four roads formed an im
portant comme rcia l link from North to South at all ea rly date and soon were
handling a cons iderable volume of mail.

On Nov. 7, 1836, the Post Office Dept. ordered that a temporary contract
be mad e for the tran sport ati on of the great mail on the Richm ond & Fredericks
burg RR. as far as completed at a ra te of $150 per mile per annum-to be
extended at th e same ra te as the road should be completed. On March 4, 1839,
three agents were appo inte d to take char ge of the mail s on the routes covering
the di sta nce from Washington, D.C., to Weldon , N.C ., at a compensation of
$800 per annum.

These very early route agents were D. M. Bull, Spenc er Baldwin , and Enoch
Reynold s. Bull was evide ntly repl aced by another agent, wh ose name is un
known , afte r a short per iod, but the U.S. Registers of 1841 and 1843 show
Baldwin working irregul arl y and Reynolds working full time. Although no 1841
timetab les are available, an 1851 timetabl e for the route shows proba bly mu ch
the same sche dule:

216

70
92

107
130

Miles R ead Down
o Lv, Washin gt on - (Boa t)

55 Lv, Acq ua Creek
(R .F. & P. )

Fred cricksbu rg
Milford
Junction

Ar. Richmond
Lv. Ri chmon d

152 Ar. Pet ersbu rg
Lv. Pet ersburg
Ar. Weldon , N .C.

9:00 A.1\I.

12.30 1'.1\1 .
1.30 P.M.
3.20 P .M.
4.00 1'.1\1.
5.30 P .xr.
6.30 1'.1\1 .
7.45 I' . ~ 1.

9.00 1'.1\1.
1.30 A.1\I.

Head (J/,
Ar . Wash in gton

Ar . Acqu a Cree k
Fred er icksburg
Milford
Junction

Lv, R ichmon d
Ar . Richm on d
Lv. Pet ersbu rg
AI'. Petersbu rg
Lv. Weld on , N.C.

4.00 P.M .

12.15 P.M .
11.30 A.M.
10.10 A.M.
8.30 A.M.
7.30 A.M.
6.15 A.M.
5.00 A.M.
2.00 A.M.

. 10.30 1'.1\1.

At the time th ere was no direct connection at Richm ond and the agent had
to tran sfer from sta tion to station through the city. A .study of the tim etabl e
shows that th ree ag ents could have handled the work by workin g long days
and full tim e although it mu st ha ve been a fati guin g assignme nt.

Our very early route agent marking ( Figure 3) is a manuscript "Richd . &
Fr ed .R.R June 8th" on fold ed letter sheet head ed Mountain House, Jun e 8th ,
1841, and addressed to Abraham Bell & Co., New -York. Th e letter is rated
2.5 ( over 400 miles ) in pencil an d marked over in ink. The contents descr ibe
proposed opera tion of a coal mine and attempt to interest the receiver in
providing fina ncial support. Thi s early ma rking is assigned Cat.No. 305-Z-1.
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Figur. 3. '·M 305·Z·1. Figur. 4. '.M 303.5 ·12.

This route agent marking was applied less than five years after th e railroad
opening and advances the date of route agent service on this line by four years
from date shown in Remele catalog.
(3) An Inte rph il discovery

Dietz on page 247 of The Confederate States Catalog and Handbook ( 1959)
lists six Virginia Central R.R. sta t ion markings as Confederate railroad post
marks . They are Afton, Bumpass, Cobham, Fisherville, Pond Gap and Junction.
The first four were previously located and catalogued , while th e latter two
have never be en tracked down in spite of a request for reports in the Towle
Meyer catalog.

While attending Int erphil your Editor was offered a fine strike of Va.
C.RR Pond Gap ( Figure 4 ) tyin g CSA # 11 to cover addressed to Staunton,
Va. This marking is in black, 25 mm . diam eter and is listed as T-M 303-S-12.
Th e cover is undated.

Thi s find leaves only the Junction, Va. , marking unrecorded. Although
it is illustrated in Di etz as a Dec. 5, 1863, marking, no indication of its size or
color is given. Again collectors with records of thi s marking are requested to
submit information to the editor.

In addition to those listed in Dietz, similar markings ha ve been cat aloged
for Swoopes, Va., and Keswick , Va. The existence of seven markings of Virginia
Central RR. stations leads to the suspicion that additional markings could exist
for the same period at such small wayside stations as Noels, Beaverdam, Fred 
ericks Hall, Tolersville, Trevilians, Lindsays, Ivy, Mechums, Gr eenwood , Craigs
ville, Goshen, Millboro, Griffiths, and Jackson River.
(4) Towle-Me yer Catalog

Through fine detective work by Mr. John Prendergast Jr. we are most
happy to clear up the mystery of yet another temporary listing in th e Towle
Meyer catalog. Temporary marking T-12, listed as KP. & I.RR, on cover to
Detroit, Mich. , is actually a partial strike of D.KR & I.RR ( Detroit, Eel River
& Illinois RR ) T-M 629-A-l, 25 mm. , black, Banknote, as illustrated in Chronicle
77:43. Th e match is perfect wh en transparenci es are superimposed and your
editor is impressed by Mr. Prendergast's keen eye and memory. T-12 can now
he marked out of catalog.
(5) Centennial Railw ay Post Office
A very unusual item has been submitted by Mr. Rob ert Payne. It is a fac 

ing slip ( F igure 5 ) used at Philadelphia's Centennial Exposit ion of 1876.
Originating marking is a fine strik e of Centennial RP.O. , Phila. , Pa. Sept. 26,
1876, which was applied on the exh ibition Railway Post Offi ce car. Th e BARR
handstamp was applied by the clerk on duty in th e car, possibly John K Barr
on special assignment. Th e facin g slip was used on a bundle of mail from the
exposition tied up for Ludington ( Mich.) and Toled o ( Ohio) route agent,
Train No. 1. Th e bundle probably moved west in a Toled o pouch from Phila
delphia. On receipt it was stamped OK-HALE by route ag ent James T. Hale
and broken down for distribution . This facing slip is unusual in severa l respects .
First that th e exposition mail car would hav e sufficient mail for Tol edo and
Ludington to tie a hundle dir ect . Second th e printed instruction "Note errors
and return all labels to J. Jameson, Asst. Supt. RM.S. Centennial Branch Post
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Plate 1

250-0-1 651-E-1

New Reportings

757-8-2

914-8-1 130-E-1 263-8-1 909-H-1

868-E-1

101-0-1

F-1-e

M-6-e 623-1-1

41-5-17
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Figure S. Facing slip used at 1876 Cent ennia l R.P.O .

Office, PHilad elph ia, Penn. " raises the question of why a tempora ry mail ca r
~xhibition wou ld be und er dir ection of an Assistant Superintendent of Railway
Mail Service and just wh y a facin g slip would carry thi s unusual instruction .
Possib ly some sort of specia l test was being carried out with thi s mail but no
evide nce of such has ever been found to dat e. W e would be very glad to
receive explanations of th is oddity from our rai lway post office friend s for
future repor ting in this column .

Unfortunat ely the Bicentennial did not offer such an exhibition railway
post offic e car . although Interphil did have a retired Highway Post Office bus
on exhibit and the New York and Washington R.P .O. pass ed nightly in each
dir ection a short distance from the lnterph il locat ion as a last reminder of the
days of expedited mail performanc e.
(6) New Reportings

Thanks to the efforts of Messr s. Ca ll, Cornell, E rle, Ha hn , Kimball, Jarre tt.
Hood , Turner . Wai te, an d W yer we are ah le to present a plate of newly report ed
route agen t and station markings for your records.
2.50-D-I : 261;2 , black. Ban kn orc . [loon to n Bran ch Rail ro ad .
651-E-I : 251;2. blue . Banknotc, Cinci nnat i and Chicago R.R .
757-B-2: 26. bla ck , 1874, Des Moines Vall ey R .R ., with attra ctive fancv "S" killer.
914-B-I : 26Y2' black. Banknotc , Kan sas Cen tra l R .R .
130-E-I: 261;2 , b lack, 1877, Canand aigu a and Batavia Agt.
263-B-I : 261;2 , Black , Eight ies, Clavto n and Chester Agt.
909-H -I : 251;2. bl ack. 1877, Kan sas Cit y an d Coffeyvill e Agt.
868-E- I : 271;2. bla ck , 1884. "E" in cir cle kill er . La Crosse an d Sioux Fa lls Agt.
M-6-e: 271;2 . bl ack, 1883, Memphis and Vicksb urg Agt. (Steam boa t).
623-1-1: 26, b lack , 1875, Pentwat er and H olland Agt.
F-I -e: Manuscript , 2 S.L. , 1849. Lake Champlai n Mai l. Ra te .; cent s.

(O n sta m p lcss cover to Plattsburgh , N .Y.- Stea m boa t) .
101-0-1: Manuscript. 2 S.L.. 18!>1 , No rthern R .R . (New York ) . Rat e ;; cen ts.

(O n sta mpless cover to Morl ey. N .Y.) .
650-G- I : Manuscript. 2 S.L. , 1855, Oh io and Mississippi R .R .

(W ith US I I . Milan to T erre Haute. Ind .)
273-S-13: 31Y2-22Y2 x 24-14Y2' D. Ova l, b lue , 1886. Millville. Baltimore 11< Ohio R .R .
·U -S-17: 371;2-221;2 x 231;2 -14. D. Oval , blue , 1876, Ne w H aven. VI. , Ce n tra l Vermont R .R .
Hugh Finlay's Journal - $5.00
For quantity price, see October Chatter

USPCS PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE
259 E. Dominion Blvd. COLUMBUS, OHIO 43214
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHA RLES J. STA RNES, Assoc. Edito r

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE EASTWARD SAILINGS OF THE CUNARD COMPANY
IN 1868 AND 1869

WALTER HUBBARD

F rom 8 Jan uary 1868 un til th e end of 1869, the Cunard Company's packets
sailed on W ednesdays from New York only, and they carried the mails to
Queen sto wn and Liverpool und er dir ect contract to the U.S. Postm aster General.
In th is period , on th e eastward run, they were the refore listed as American
packets.

As fa r as the vessels themselves were concerne d, in 1868 Africa and Persia
made their last voyages, whilst Siberia and Palmyra carr ied their first mails
from New York. In 1869, Sam aria made her first voyage with the U.S. mails,
Russia broke the eastward recor d in Jul y ( the first time a screw steamship had
beat en th e tim es of the fast est side-wheelers), wh ilst Nemesis mad e her one
and only trip as a Cunard packet carrying the American mails.

Cover from New York to Naples in 1869, carried by "Nemesis" on he' only mail·carrying voyagB for Cunard.

N em es is had suc h a varied career that one suspects that there mu st have
been some thing wrong with her. Laid down as Delh i in 1857 by the Peninsular
and Or ienta l Steam Na viga tion Company, she underwen t major alte rna tions
in 1869 and was charte red to the Cunard Company, for wh om she made six
round voyages in 1869 and 1870. In 1871 she made th ree round voyages fo r
the Inm an Lin e and four for the North German Lloyd Lin e in 1872-3. By
1879 she had become Perusia for the Red Star Line and, in 1882, now Nemesis
again, she was charter ed by the Royal Netherla nds Steamship Company. She
was scrapped in 1891. During her service with the Cunard Company, five of
her six trips from New York were made whe n th e Company was refusing to
carry th c American mails to En gland, so tha t her one trip in 1869 became
the first and last time she carri ed the Cunard mails from New York.

The cover illust ra ted , prepaid with a 15 cent stamp (Type II ) of the issue
of 1869, was ma rked by New York Exchange Office, in red , NEW YORK
PAID ALL NOV 17 BIt Transit-on reverse. Italian cds MILA NO STAZ 30
NOV 69 and cds NAPOLI 2 DIC 69 9t-.r. F'ifteen cents was the correct rate
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" Nemesis" in P. & O. colours (Photograph : The National Maritime Museum, Greenwich).

(per Moz.) for the Direct Closed Mail rout e v ia England from 1 April 1868 to
15 February 1870. N em esis sailed from New York on W ednesda y 17 Novemb er
1869 to land her mails at Queenstown on the 27th, before reachin g Liverpool
on the 29th. No oth er packet sailed from New York on th at day.

The end of 1869 is something of a landmark in th e story of th e Cunard
Company as in December , having held the eastbound record since 1856, they
lost it to th e Inman Line, and were not to regain it until 1884. In addition, for
the next four years, they carried either none or but a sma ll proporti on of the
mails from New York.

References
George E. Hargest T hirt y-Eigh th American Philatel ic Congress Book , pp. 95-98.
N.R.P. Bon sor North A t/ant ic Seaway.
U.S. Mail &- Post Office Assistant .
T he Times of 1868·70.
REVIEW: PMG REPORTS (REPRINT)
Reports of the Postmaster General: 1847, 1848, 1849. Rep rint, complete with
appendices, 180 pp. Availabl e at $5.00 postpaid from Theron Wi erenga, 337
College Ave., Holland, Michigan 49423.

The PMC reports present a wealth of material, some of which is not found
elsewhere, du e to more than a century of bureaucratic hous ecleaning (long
gone are most of the auditor's reports, and nearly all offici al domestic and
foreign mail correspondence). In the three reports of this reprint ar e some
especially interesting items: the troubles with England leading to the retaliatory
rate period, the organization of Oregon and California mail services, and th e
complete text, with tables and forms, of the Articles for Carrying into Execu 
tion th e 1848 U.S.-British postal treaty. Th e reports include recommendations
(and complaints) of the Post Office Department, tabulations of mail service
by coach , steam, and rail , and many other delightful tidbits.

Mr. Wierenga and his colleague Donald van Reken are to be congra tu
lated in furnishing this prim e reference source at cost. The copy is clearly
reproduced on good paper stock, and makes a fine addit ion to the library of
any classics collector. If the .response to thi s initial offering is not too under
whelming, Wierenga and Reken intend to continue th is service to phil at ely with
sequential PMC reports.

Charles J. Starnes
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BREMEN MAIL TO CHINA
CHARLES J. STARNES

The moderate maelstrom of activity in U.S.-Ch ina mail s, of late stirred up
by Michael Lau rence and th e China Study Croup of the Collectors Club of
Chicago;' has brought to the surface another very unusua l item." Cene Daniels,
a long-time member of the China Stamp Society, submits th e cover here illus 
trated-an example (the only one of reco rd) of the 55~/Jfoz. rate to China via
Trieste by Brem en (or Hamburg ) convention mails, 1 Jul. 1857 thru Dec. 1867.

Figure l a . Covet, from New York 19 Feb. 1859, to China at 55¢ pet '/2 oz . rate via Trie.te by 8raman (0 "
Hamburg) convention mails. On ly example pr esently recorded. (Gene Daniels collection .)

The letter , addressed to a missionary in Amoy, China , at first direct ed to
go by British mail via Southhampton, was red irected "Via Trieste," and the
proper postage, 55~ (fa int blue "55") was paid in cash." The New York excha nge
office applied the red handstamp NEW YORK PAID and magenta ms. "52," .'3 ~

only being ret ain ed as th e U.S. inland portion and 52~ credited to Bremen .
Leaving 19 Feb . 1859 on th e New York of the North Corman Lloyd line, the
letter arrived at th e Bremen office 7 Mar . (black boxed BREMEN 7 3 0 6-7
and FRANCO). The accounting "15/ 52," 15 ~ CAPD rate/52~ total credit,
appears on the back , and two sta teme nts of the foreign postage ( the amount
allote d for tr ansit beyond the C APll ) are on the cover , a gray-blue "13)4" on
front, and blue "w f 13W' on back. Presumably one was written by the Bremen
office and th e other by th e Pru ssian ofice, wh ich routed the letter from Bremen
by rail to Trieste, th e last CAPD exchange point, arriving 11 Mar . The foreign

I. Also H en ry Sto lln itz of th e Postal Hi story Society ha s sta r ted a series of articles
in th e Postal H istory Journal , -10, 2-20, illustrat in g mail tran sit between Shang hai and th e U.S.
Further insta lme n ts have appe ared in issu es 41-43.

2. See Ch ronicle 86:2 and 87:170 for discu ssion s on the 36¢ PCM ra te to H on g Kon g and
the 34¢ fir. via Sou thampto n rat e to Chi na.

3. Dom est ic mail had to be prep aid with stamps or by sta mped envelopes fro m I J an . 1856,
but th e fi rs t p rohibi tion of cash paymeut for postage on foreign mail , so far as no ted , is fou nd
in an anno u nce me n t in th e Dec. 1860 issue of th e U.S. Mail & P.O. Ass'l. :

" DO MESTIC POST AGES.
T~e law requires postage on all letters (including those to fore ign coun tries whe n prep aid) ,

exc~p tmg those to of~icers of th e govern me n t having th e fr ankin g pri vilege, and on offi cial
busmess, to be prepa id by sta mps or sta mped enve lopes, p repa ymen t in mon ey being p ro -
hibited. "
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Figure 1b. Reverse of cover in Figure 18, show ing accountin g f igur es and Brem en and frieste: transit postmarks.
Al so Hong Kong receiv ing mark, struck over Bremen postm ark .

postage of 13}'; silbe rgroschen comprised 3H sgr. (Sri ) for Mediterranean transit
to the British post office at Alexandria, and 10 sgr. ( 2M, 1 sh. ) credit for British
transit to Hong Kong, or possibly Amoy. Further evidence that the British
postage was paid is shown by the blu e shilling mark over the N.Y. marking
and the orange large shilling credi t.

Alexandria (faint postmark on front above N.Y.) sent the letter to Cairo
by ra il, th en by ship or barge via the Nile river an d the Mahmoudieh canal
to Suez (the ra ilroad was not completed to Suez un til D ec. 1859) . From Suez:
the British Pen insu lar Oriental Steam Navigation Co. steamers made th e long
run via Aden- ( Bombay or Ca lcu tta )- Poin te de Galle- Singapore to Hong Kong,
some 500 miles south of Amoy, where it was received 27 Apr. (ms. nota tion ).
ADDITIONS TO "U.S. TREATY EXCHANGE OFFICES"
CHARLES J. STARNES

Pleas e make the followin g additions to the original listing, which appeared
in Chronicle 88:258-9:

to both New York and Chicago:
Dan ish Jan. 72 (u)
Swedish-Norwegian Jul. 73 (v)

to Philadel phia:
Belgian J u l. 73 (w)

to San Francisco:
Japanese Jan. 75 (x )

to R eferenc es:
u) By con ven tion effectiv e I J an. 72.
v) By convention effecti ve I J ul. 73.
w) By Addition al Articles effec t ive I Jul. 73.
x) By con vention effective I Jan. 75.
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE
WILL SPEAK TO HUNDREDS OF INTER
ESTED SPECIALISTS IN THE CLASSICS. TO
BUY, SELL, OR EXCHANGE, THIS IS THE
PLACE FOR YOUR MESSAGEI
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YOUR AD HERE FOR

SOc a line. Se nd with payment

to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker

bocker Rd., Bay Village, Oh io

44 14 0 . Ne xt deadli ne Dec . 15 .
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BONUS REPRINT
AN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE
WILLIAM H. RIDEING

(Rep rinted from Harper's Magazin e for Aug ust. 1875, Vol. 51, pp . 314-26.)
(Con tinued . from Ch ron icle 90: 165;

d iscu ssion of Will iam H arnden 's express)

It was th e openin g of the Cunard serv ice between Liverpool and Boston
th at did most for his express, by whi ch all va luable parcels from Europe for
New York were forwarded ; and it was the Clinard steamers that aroused th e
greatest asp ira tions in his br east. His acquaintances constantly ur ged him to
extend his busin ess we stward , and he so far followed th eir advice as to esta b 
lish th e rou te bet ween Boston and Albany. He would not go farther in that direc
tion, however , as he thought it was a wa ste of time to court th e patronage of th e
unpopulat ed prair ies. "Put a people there ," he said to Henry W ells, who after
ward becam e a principal in th e celebrated house of Wells, Far go, and Co., "and
my express shall soon follow." Th e idea presented to him was ret ained in his
memory, nevertheless, and before long it resolved itself into an extraordina ry
coloniza tion project . In brief, Hamdendecided to make an opening for a lucra
tive express busin ess in th e \Vest by fillin g it himself with a thrifty people . He
was fairly infatuated with the scheme, int o which he ente re d with greater zea l
th an ever. Night and day it occupied his thoughts. Hi s pale face becam e a shade
paler, and hi s fra gile body ,1 degree th inner und er th e intense excitement
wrought. It seem ed to offer princely wealth , unexampled honor and power. All
his resources were expende d lipan it, and in 1841 th e "E nglish and Conti
nental Express" was estab lished , with offic es in Liverpool , London, and Paris.

Hitherto th er e had been no organized system of emigration. The emigrants
alre ady settled here had no safe and economical means of remitt ing money to
or prep ayin g th e passage of th eir relations across the wa ter. Harnden began by
supplying th e want. Branch officers were opened in nearly all th e large towns
of German y, Fran ce, and Great Britain for th e pa yment of bill s of exchange
purchased b y persons in th e United Stat es in favor of thos e left b ehind in th e
older countries. The arra ng ement was widely advertised, and Irish and German
residents in Am erica availed th emselves of it to such an extent that th e increased
emigra tion was ver y noticeabl e. But it was only a sma ll part of th e complete
scheme. Harnden next contract ed with the owners of a line of sailing vessels for
the cheap conveyance of emigra nts from Liverpool, and chartered a considerabl e
fleet of Erie Canal passen ger boat s. It was hi s design to have every emigrant
arriving in Boston or New York tick et ed to the firm of Harnden and Co. In
a ver y short tim e he had almost succeede d in controlling th e traffic, and it is
to his credit that he never took any unfair adva ntage th e monopoly offered.
Those laborers wh om he brought here were protect ed from swindlers in the
sea-board cities, and forwarded with as much sp eed and comfort as pos sib le
to th e agricultural district s of th e W est, "Within three years of th e inception of
th e enterprise," writes A. L. Stimpson, to whom we allude for th e last time,
with thanks for th e serv ice he has been to us. "tha t sma ll-sized, fra gile man,
whose constitution was now broken down by the consumption which was
rapidly measuring th e little remnant of life yet left to him, had th e satisfaction
of knowing that he had b een th e direct means of bringin g from th e Old W orld
more than one hundred thousand hard -handed laborer s, and depositing them
in th at now magnificent portion of our country wh ere th eir work was most
wante4, for th e cultivation of th e soil and the constru ct ion of railways and
canals.

Vast as it was in its operations, the colonization venture did no t pay.
Harnden was too lavish and ma gnificent in all his dealings. He paid his
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employes large salaries, and advertis ed with th e grea test liberality. He under
stood the value of publicity, and in the earliest days of his career he exerted
himself to serve th e newspap ers. Thanks to Harnden for th e prompt delivery
of packages were often found in the Boston Transcript, with many a kindly
word of comm endation added. A clerk of his was once told to order
some advertis ing cards. Harnden afterward inqu ired from the printer what
kind of cards had been chosen, and was informed th at th e order given by
the clerk was for a thou sand, white in color , and abo ut the size of his hand.

"His handl " Harnden exclaimed. "Have them a foot square, five thousand
of them, and th e color red. If a thing's worth doing at all, it's worth doing
thoroughly."

During the winter of 1844 his health failed him completely, and he
sought relief in th e South. The skill of the best physicians could not save
him, and he died on January 14, 1845, a poor man .

The Harnden Express was in its earliest stage when a young Vermonter,
Alvin Adams by name, engaged in the produce bu siness at Boston, became
much impressed with its utility and prospects. He had little capital and no
influential supporters. Health , energy, and industry were his principal
possessions. While he was · thinking of Harnden 's future and wishing that
his own were as bright, the littl e money he had was lost by a sudden
fluctuation in the produce market , and he had to begin aga in at th e lowest
round of the ladder. He had no taste for his old trade, and he resolved to
start an opposition express. It was a diffi cult task th at he had chosen, and
for several months there seemed to be no prospect that he would ever make
any progress. He was considered an interloper on Harnden's ground, and
many persons openly refused to patronize him. Even his own friends
"damned him with faint pra ise," and th e partner who 'joined him at the
outset soon retired in despair . He was his own messenger, cashier, clerk,
label boy, and porter. All the parcels intrus ted to him might have been
carried in his hat. A wagon or a horse was not to be thought of, and th e
entire "establishment" consisted of Adams, a valise, and desk room in an
office. The yea r, too, was a most unfavorable one for all new enterprises,
as th e mercantile interes ts of the communitv were in an ina ctive an d
ominous condition. Adams had to encounter, . therefore, not only th e dis
advantages of a poor beginner, but also th e an tagonism of those with whom
he had to deal and the trade depression of an inauspicious time. For three
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long yea rs he toil ed with little or no encouragement. It is unfair to contrast
th e two men , perhaps, but we can not help th inking Ada ms the superior
of Hamden in courage and steadfast faith . Several tim es the latter was
disheartened and nea rly succumbing, but his rival, whose circumstances were
much poorer , never for a moment thought of surrender, and worked with
heroic perseveran ce throu gh thirty-six months of th e bitterest experiences.
W e can think of few other such examples for struggling young men. No
doubt he wa s susta ined by his confidenc e in the worth of his object in life ,
but that fact rebounds still more to his credit.

J,lC 41UlY UPBIt88 OrrIOL

W e have mentioned tha t Harnden and Co. became so engrossed with
the extension of the em igra tion ventu re that the home express was neglected,
and Adams thus got a cha nce that othe rwise he might never have had .
Parcels were often de layed by the Harnden Express, and after a while
some of its best customers began to transfer cons iderable patronage to
Adams. In th e meantim e the latter had entered int o a partnership with
Ephraim Farnsworth , who subs equently retired , and was succeede d by Wil 
liam B. Di nsmore, who worked for scarcely enough to pay his bo ard bill ,
sharing his supe rior 's con fidence in the ultimate success of the concern. Adams
and Co . then employed two men and a boy, and it was a difficult matter
to make both ends meet. Th e driver of their delivery and collecting wagon
was "Old Sam W oodward," form erly a sta ge-coach driver , who possessed
in no ordi nary measure tha t humorous loqu acit y for which his tribe were
famed. In soliciting freight from the mercha nts he brought all hi s eloquence
to bear, with the greatest success . Seeing a box or parcel at the door of
some store wai ting for Harnden's Express, he would dismount from his wagon
and expatia te on the inestimabl e benefits of forwarding the goods by th e
Adams line. "Ha rn den's got too much to do," was his favorite argume nt,
"and you'd jus t better give your pa rcels to us. Just tr y Adams for once.
Adams is a little the nicest man you ever did see, and we have all th e
facilities for do ing your business right up to the handle. Come, let me set
these bundles into my wagon, and I'll put'ern thro ugh by dayli ght. Mr .
Dinsmore, the pa rtner in New York, is a Boston man (he was mad e for an
express ma n), and will see to the delivery of these thin gs hims elf."

W ith Sam as a ca nvasser , and Harnden 's bu siness declining, th e Adams
estab lishment made extraordinary progress. Instead of desk room , the ex
clusi ve use of lar ge and handsome stores was procured. Prodigal displays
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were mad e in the way of gas fixtur es, horses, wagons , and office boys. A
net-work of minor express routes was absorbed, and all new ones were
bought out as soon as they had demonstrated th eir practicability. F irst the
service was extended to Was hington, then between Hartford and Springfield,
and afterwards throughout the State of Connecticut . Agencies were establishe d
at all large sta tions in South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, Tennessee, and
Louisiana. 'West, Southwest, and the Nor th were included in th e system by
giant str ides , and in 1850 the business had actua lly become so important that
Adams and Co. arranged to send their mon ey and small packages over the
New York and New Haven Railway, paying th e sum of seventeen hundred
dollars a month for a small space occupied in th e car of a fast train. Soon
afterwa rd the style of the firm was changed to th e "Adams Express
Company," and much addi tional cap ital was invested , which mat erially as
sisted the development of the system .

The California express opened a vein of new wealth, and added greatly
to th e company's rep utation. But the source of its present vast wealth was the
immense bu siness during the war of the reb ell ion . It has been truthfully
said that no person un connected with the company could imagin e the
magnitude of its tran sacti ons while the States we re in conflict. On the
nearest and most remote fields the age nts of th e express were always found,
venturing often where a picket-guard would hardly venture, collecting mon ey,
letters, and trophies from the soldie rs for transmission to "the loved ones
at hom e." Man y a thrilling episode might be related of the vicissitudes and
perils endur ed by the expressmen in conveying these articles from the
Southern frontier to their destin ation in the Nor th . 'Where the ar mies we nt
they follow ed with the zea l and pertinacity of newspaper correspondents.
No quarters were too hot for them, and neither the shots of the enemy nor
the rebuffs of the commanders drove them away. Around bivou ac fires
in the stillness of Southern forests they were found wai ting for the home
ward-bound messages that were hastily scribbled on the torn fly-leaves of
prayerbooks, or even on scra ps of newspap ers. Man y a time in the thick
of a battle a faint voice called them to the side of a fallen soldier, with the
blood oozing from a death-wound in his breast , and entreated them to remain
a moment while he transferred to th eir care a letter or a locket addressed to
a girl in the Nor th. Many a time, too, they saw a nobl e fellow fall into an eternal
sleep before he could finish his messa ge. A romanticist might gather sug
gestions for countless pathet ic inciden ts from the experience of th e express
men who followed the armies during the rebellion. One of th e most mel
ancholy duties these br ave fellows had to execute was the tran smission of
the bodies of the slaughtered to their relati ves and friends. The delivery
at th e home office often occasioned heart -breaking scenes, as "somebo dy's
darlin g," wrapped in a coarse shroud, was present ed to the woman wh o
had kissed his handsome face good -by scarcely six months before.

(T o be continued)
WANTED
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
Chronicle 92/ November 1976 / Vol. 28. No . ., 295



It's number one
with us ...
This beautiful pair of U. S. #1 realized $1,500.00 against
a catalog of $350.00 in our March 1976 auction.

Located in our nation's capitol , Kaufmann's offers
knowledgeable buyers and sellers a superior auction service
featuring outstanding U. S., Confederate and Worldwide stamps
and covers.

Prospective sellers can write for our free booklet How to
Properly Evaluate and Sell a Stamp Collection. Please
include a stamped addressed #10 envelope.

Buyers, send us your name and address with zip code and
collecting interests to receive our next three catalogs free.

ann
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 91
Figures 1 and 2 show the front and back of th e problem cover from the

previous issue. Charles Starn es, Clifford Fri end, Mich ael La ure nce and others
have help ed with explana tions. Th e cover was submitted by J. V. Woollam,
a member who resides in Wales.

C-a. 1

Figure 1. Covet to Ftence in 1870 .

The cover left New York 11 June, 1870, on the stea mer V ille de Paris, French
Ligne "H" as show on the upp er part of the cover front. Thc two ten cent
stamps paid double the direc t rate to th e French border , there bein g no treaty
between th e U. S. and France. The "16" rate on th e front was sixtee n decimes
due, double rate for 1G to 20 gr. weight; and was apparently paid by John
Munroe & Co., a firm that acted as forwarders for American travellers in
Europe during this period.

At Munroe & Co. th e letter may have been opened-nnte the gap in the
Paris receiving mark dated 22 Jun e, 1870. If so, th e flap was reglu ed , and th e
new address of Mr. Howard, or possibly the address of the sender, Hoffman
House, New York, written on the back. Th e "au dos" on the front dir ect ed
atte ntion of the French post office to the new address on th e back.

So far , no grea t probl em, and the experts are in general agreement. But
who marked the cover "SHORT PAID", and where? An unusual, and very
interesting, opinion is th at the "SHORT PAID" was applied by Munroe &
Co. in Paris. A cover is known, to an American touring in Europe, and forwarded
by Munro e & Co. to him in Switzerland with this sam e mark ing . Some wri ters
have thought that this marking was appli ed in New York, or Boston, based
on covers handled by Munroe & Co. that origina ted in or were retur ned to
those cities. One hypothesis is that the marking was applied by Munroe &
Co. at Paris since all known covers with this same "SHORT PAID" all were
in Pari s, but not all were in the other cities mentioned . Th e similar "SHORT
PAID" markings known , one shown in Ashbrook's Special Service, are slightly
different. Charles Starnes, however , is firml y convinced th at the "SHORT PAID"
was applied at New York on return .
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T he cover left Par is and arrived in London 25 June, 1870, where it was
stru ck "BRIT ISH/ F OREIGN" and ra ted "1/ 4". Franc e and Great Britain had
a postal agreement and one pence was considered equal to one decime. Thus
one shilling, four pence was sixteen decim es, with four decim es du e to F rance,
three to Grea t Britain for territorial handling, and nine pence for the sea trip.
This totals 32c,i , or over 36c,i equivalent in U. S. notes. To this was adde d
6c,i fine on unpaid letters, per U.S.-C. B. treat y then extant. This gives th e 42c,i
du e shown on b ack of cover, to be collect ed by the recipient at the Hoffm an
House.

I

Figure 2. Reverse of cover in Figure 1.

Susan McDonald has mad e the sug gestion that the 16 decim es may not
ha ve been paid by Munroe & Co .; in which case the "1/4" represents only the
16 decimes du e. The diffic ulty with thi s theory is that it does not provid e for
any return transatl antic postage.

The letter went from England to the e. S. on the Cunard ship China which
arriv ed in New York .5 July, 1870. The U. S. kept only the 6c,i fine, and G. B.
settled with France.

It was expensive to send thi s letter by F rench packet boat by th e direct
service to a country with whom the U. S. did not have a treaty; and th e re turn
via Great Britain occurr ed at a tim e when a new and qu estioned treaty had
just been ar ra nged between G. B. and France. Some ques tions about thi s cover
remain unsolved. Those interested in further inform ation may glean it from
the books of Salles or Hargest.

A deailed respo nse, covering many of the points mentioned above, was
received from Ca lvet M, Hah n afte r going to press-too lat e to he incorporated
in the preceding d iscussion.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
The new pr obl em cover is shown in Figure 3, and was purchased by an

alert USPCS member in a recent auction. The two Washington cds an d killer
markings are in black ; and the New York and London "Paid" mark ings are in
red. Th e two rat e ma rkin gs, one crayon and the other stampe d. are in red . The
cover is franked by Wm. F axon, Chief Clerk of the Navy Dep artment. .It is
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Figure 3. Cover from Washington, D.C., to Chine in 1866.

backstamped "Hong-Kong Ap 10, 66" in bl ack. Will reade rs please send in
explanations soon of the rates and routing of th is cover?

We are really glad to hear from readers, with both comments on problem
covers and new candidates. Recognizing that most of our members are busy,
and tha t some do not write many letters (fu ture valuable autographs?), we
will be glad to receive telephoned commen ts on problem covers . Just call
(513) 891-4242 in Cinc inna ti during the da y and ask for th e Editor or Shirley
Hassman .
STEVEN HINES

PHOTO
CATALOG

of
Rare U.S. Stamps & Covers
1. Cho ice Early U.S. Stamps
2. Postal History & Covers
3. Fancy Cancels & Markings
A NET PRICE SALE OF ONE-OF-A KIND
ITEMS. HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS. PRICE
$1. 00 (SENT FIRST CLASS MAIL)

A.P.S.
C.S.A.
U.S.C.C.

80X09250 A
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS S

60609 D
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PATHWAY TO

PHILATELIC KNOWLEDGE

• Catalogs

• Philatelic Handbooks

• Postal Histories

Send for free lite rature price
list. Whether you want to buy
or sell , please w rite :

indi
P.O. 41268

INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 46241
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FANCY CANCELS

ON 65/
5

and
BANKNOTE ISSUES

Sent on approval

to

USPCS and APS

members

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
300 C
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
PRICE $200.00

ASHBROOK

William O. Bilden Co.
BOl Hennepin Ave.

Minneapolis, Minn. 55403

SPECIAL SERVICE
I have a few hi gh quality rep rints of th is

excellent philatel ic study of stamps and

covers of U.S. The orig inal service sold

for $700 and was available to only a

few. The reprint is on bond paper and

the reproduction of the text and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused w ith the inf er ior copying

machine reproduction made several years

ago and w hich sold for $2 00.00.
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THE HARMER ORGANIZATION
Schedule of Sales

NEW YORK

November 16, 17, 18,
(Pre-ASDA Show)

December 7, 8

December 9

January 13, 14

January 18-20

February 8-9

GENERAL FOREIGN AUCTION

SPECIALIZED UNITED STATES

The "LOUIS GRUNIN" Off-cover portion of
the Grand Prix National Award-winning Col
lection-Part I-Imperforate Issues.

The "BRUCE GIMELSON" Collection of Alas
kana. Covers, manuscripts, books, etc.

GENERAL AUCTION

SPECIALIZED UNITED STATES

New York catalogues are available free at Harmers Galleries or for 50 ~ (75 '; for
1977 catalogues) each by mail. Request the catalogue application form to avoid
missing any of the approximately 20 auctions held each year .

LONDON

November 22, 23, 24

December 6, 7, 8

January 10, 11, 12

January 24, 25, 26

February 7, 8, 9

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

GENERAL AUCTION

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

SPECIALIZED GREAT BRITAIN

"B. LESLIE BARKER" BELGIUM

london catalogues are available at Harmers Galleries for $1 (limited supply).
Twelve months' subscription for all london Catalogues and lists of Prices Realized
$25 (by Air Mail).

SYDNEY

December 2, 3

February 24, 25

BRITISH OCEANIA

BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

Sydney catalogues available at Harmers Galleries for $1 (limited supply).

Later dates are provisional and subject to change

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 151-4460

INTERNATIONAL AUCTIONS-NEW YORK-LONDON-SYDNEY
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