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AGAINI

ANOTHER RECORD YEARI

$5,644,679.50
Our 1976 Auction Realization. The Largest Volume of Any

Stamp Auction Firm in America I

Think About It.

Buyer or Seller - Talk to Us. You Will Be Glad You Did .

* * * *

Over 20 Sales a Year. Catalog Subscription $7.50 w ith

prices realized . Current catalogs free at our offices or 50c;

by mail.

If you prefer to sell outright for immed ia te cash, our companion

fi rm, Robert A. Siegel, Inc., "The House of Classics" is ready to

purchase anyth ing of ph ilatelic me rit. Nothing is too large fo r

our needsl Nothing is too small!

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th STREET

TEL. (212) 753·6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED 47 YEARS



our sales by Auction in Europe

IN OCTOBER 1976
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£1,034,951 (U.S. $1,655,821)
A Cape 1d. "wood block " mad e £2,060

The Rhod e sia "d ouble hea d" Sd . green soa red to £3,025

One Sou th Afr ican 19 10 2 'l2d. es say fe tche d £1 ,375

The Austri an WIPA sheet broug ht £ 1,375

Strips of three Greek 1896 Olympics made £ 2, 625

Str ips of four Italia n 18 70 postage dues fetc hed £5,750

The Netherl ands 1891 5 gu lden re ached £90 0 and the 1902 5g. , £500, the
1884 Off icial Document set £4,500 and the 1934 International set made

£ 3,000

The Spanish 1879 set in mint pa irs brought £3,000

The sev ered st rip of eight Sicily 1l2gr. fetched £8,500 and a cover bea ring
a st rip of four and a pair made £ 15,000. Pairs of the 20g r. and 2 gr . on

on e cover o nly broug ht £ 11,000

A coll ection of f irst type Tur key off cover made £ 7,500

The b lock of ten Brazil 90 Re is fet ched £ 10,000

A Mexican cover w ith an Eagle 2r . + French 80c. brought £ 1,125

A block of four Gibraltar 1890 rose-ca rmine w ith the denom inat ion
omi tted made £ 8,000

In all some 8,000 lots were sold of which the above were the
high-spots - facts that underline that

We sell your Stamps where they sell best
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ROBSON LOWE LTO.
ROBSON LOWE INTERNATIONAL LTO.
Head Office: 50 PALL MALL, LONDON SWIY 5JZ

Telephone: 01 839 4034 Telex: 915 410
V.A .T. No. 239 /4486/31

A £ 1,000,000

os
8:
~

<
e
Z
::::;
e! SELLING
Chronicle 93 / February 19i7 / Vol. 29, No. I



SELECTED
RAILWAY COVERS

"RAILROAD CAR" (Reme le R5) red stra igh t line pmk , clear strike on 1846 fo lded lett er used onWestern R.R. • nel $35

" LAWRENCEBURGH AND UPPER MISSISSIPPI R.R. COMPANY" blue locomot ive illustrated c.c, w ith
ms " Paid Ch RR" and " LAWRENCEBURGH IND." cds, a fresh and immaculate gem nel $150

# 15L17 Blood 's local acid tied to reverse of en lire w ith " PHILADA RAILROAD" (Remele P6·c) blue
cds and " 5" h.s. , F·VF and scarce, cal . $75+ not $35

# 1-VG.F wilh blue g rid cancel on cover w ith match ing " PROV. & WOR. R.R." (Remele PI6· b),
vivid sir ike . . . . nel $300

# 1-VG l ied 10 fold ed letter, blue " PHILADA RAILROAD" (Reme le P6·d) cds, clear str ike net $150

# 11-Fine, lie d 10 cove r by scarce "CONCORD AND MONTREAL R.R," (Remele C27.a) blue cds nel $35

# l1 - F.VF lied 10 cover by cle ar " MICH. SOUTHERN R.R," (Remele M6.a) blue pmk, slightfoxing . . . . . nel $50

# l1-VF lied 10 neal cover by Iwo str ikes " NAUGATUCK R.R," (Remele N3) cds, clear slrikes nel $50

# l1 - VF+ neat ly tied to cover by per fect str ike " EASTERN R.R. MS," (Remele E3·c) cds, a"nclive
nel $35

# 7 slrip of 3-VG·VF t ied by pen strokes to cover wit h VF "EASTERN R.R," (Remele E3·b) cds
in dark green to left __ . .. net $150

# 26 tied to cover by ova l "KENT·HOUSATONIC R.R," (Reme le H4S·e) stalion date stam p, fine slrike
nel $35

# UIO w ith red " LOUISVILLE & LEXINGTON R.R," (Remele lI 1) cds to Keene, Ky., F·VF
net $65

# 65 t ied to cover with unrecorded ty pe "R.N. & DEL. BAY R.R," cds to left , Tow le and MeyerRte 241, VF strike . nel $65

# 65 tie d to cover by "WASH . & N.Y. P.R. (W. CAR)" (T·M 238·E· 1), large part VF cds, scarce marking
nel $20

# UX5 with clear " THE FAST MAIL N.Y. & CHIC. RPO" (T·M114·J·3) cds, card sl ight ton ing, o/ w VF
nel S35

# UX5 w ilh blue octagonal " P.C. & 5T.L. RY. MILLERS STATION" (T.M 561-S·I ) d ate stamp, cpll VFslrike, rare . . .. . . nel $40

# UX7 w ith perfeci slrike "CLEAR. (FIELD) & TYRONE AGT JUNE 19 18B4" (T.M unl isted ) used from
Carve rsville Pa. to " OSCEOLA MillS PA" w ith arr ivals cds , VF nel $35

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. COVERS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, published q u ar terly in F eb. , Ma y , Aug., and Nov . by the U. S . Phila telic Classics
Soci et y , Inc ., at 2030 Glenmont Ave., N. W. , Canton, Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton .
Ohio 44711 and a dditional m ailing off ice . Subscription price $14.00. P r in ted in U.S .A .
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
The main emphasis of this issue is on postal markings and postal history
but I trust all our members will find something of int erest and value here.

Wylie H. Flack presents another installment of th e Philadelphia story , con­
cerning Philadelphia County post offices and th eir markings. Richard Searing
has contributed a very useful and thorough study of on-cover use of the 24~

1869. The absorbing narrative of the developmen t of Missouri post offices on the
way West is continued by Thomas J. Alexander and David T. Beals III . Two in­
teresting covers sent to th e Dead Letter Office are discuss ed by John D. Kohl­
hepp. William K. Herzog furnishes importan t new informa tion on cer tain trans­
atlantic sailings, while Charles J. Starnes desc ribes an un usual cover from
Haw aii.

For stamp buffs, Michael O'Reilly makes some observations on plating the
5¢ 1847, and Morr ison Wa ud offers some comments on secret marks and double
pages. You'll also find fine contributions from the other section editors.

I hope you'll be as please d to learn as I am to tell you th at Creighton C.
Hart will resume his edi torship of the 1847-51 section with th e May issue. He
has some excellent ar ticles already in preparat ion. I know- I've see n the rough
drafts.
NOTICE TO USPCS MEMBERS
I am restarting a sales department for uspcs members only
a lthough not an off icial funct ion of the USPCS as I managed
before. Contact me if any of the followinq is of interest:

1. Buying or selling plated 1851 -57 3¢ stamps by sales cir­
cuits. One circuit is now ready.

2 . Buying or selling stamps of the Classic period by sales
circuits and specia l list ings.

3. If you have a V.F. stamp or cover or collection you would
like to exchange for better grade material I wi ll have list­
ings of better grade material for exchange only . A list w ith
photos is now available.

4. Can you help by sending material or fill ing a sales book
ava ilable for 15¢ ea ch? SHARE YOUR DUPLI CATES!

DR. W. F. "BILL" AMONETTE
Box 3746, Radford, Va. 24141
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29. No . I 5



GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE PHILADELPHIA POST OFFICE TO 1900
A PHILATELIC REVIEW

PART II: PHILADELPHIA COUNTY POSTAL MARKINGS
WYLIE H. flACK

(Richard Quindry, Ph otography, Phila .)
(Alp heus P. McCloskey, Draf tsman, Phila.)

(Con ti n ued fro m Chronicle 90:83)
The subject of Phil adelphia County postal markings is a most colorful

and interesting one. A brief introduction to this topic appeared on p. 78 of th e
May 1976 Chronicle, in the previous installment. As noted in the above reference ,
March 12, 1800, saw the estab lishment of the first of these post offices at Frank­
ford , Pa. Research by John L. Kay in preparation of the Pennsylvania Postal
History, published in 1975, disclosed that the March 12, 1800, reference came
from th e following correspondence record of the Postmaster Gen eral:

March 12, 1800
Doctor Edwards

Sir
I have just received your n ot e of yeste rd ay conveying the recomme nda tion of

seve ral ge n t lem a n of Mr. John McClen nan for thei r Postmaster to wh om I send
an appointmen t and th e necessary papers for esta b lishi ng a Post Office at Frank­
ford by th is conveyan ce.

Though the du ties requ ired of a Postm aster are very clearly pointed out in
m y in struct ions which Mr. McClennan will receive wit h other papers he would
derive some ad vantage fro m seei ng the busin ess done in th e Post Office o f this
City. I shou ld therefore reco m me nd hi s ca lli ng a t W . Patton's if it is only for a
few hours previous to his entering on the duties of th e Office.

I am, Sir
J. H .

(joseph Habersham, PMGl
Ma rch 12, 1800- Esta b lished a n Office a t Fra nkfor d . Pa . and appointed John
McClennan Dep uty Postmaster.

The present listing herewith of Phil adelphia County post offices has been
compil ed from a number of sour ces, basically: the Pennsylvania Postal History
(John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr. ), the American Siam pless Cover Catalog
(E. N. Sampson), var ious notes of Edward T . Harvey (Strictly US, Bicentennial
Issue), and miscellaneous historical data with supplementary notes by John
Kay. The illustrations are of covers in the author's collection.

Flgur. 1. HOLMES8UROH Pa. poltmark on unpa id folded letter to Cincinnati. Early 18400.
6 Chronicle 93 / February 1977/ Vol. 29, No . I



Figure 2. ANDORA·PHILA. Co. PA. hend.temp on cover to Philad elphia. App roximately 1850.

T he purpose of the list is to develop a complete one and any additions or
corrections will be gladly received and acknowledged . Post office name changes
shou ld be noted. Most of the earlier established post offices used manuscript
postmarks for a number of years as volume of bu siness was not heavy. Colors
genera lly used with the handstamp instruments were mostly bl ack , red , blu e,
and occasionally green . Kensington and Manayunk postmarks are red only.
With the exception of a half dozen of the county post offices the comm unities
were mostly rural and suburban with mail volume being small. Manuscrip t post­
marks were in genera l use.

Th e period of 1863 through 1867 saw the redes igna tion of most of the
county post off ices and their inclusion in the Phil ad elphia Post Offi ce. Th e entire
alphabet was eventually assigned to the va rious county post offices: Frankford,
Station F ; Germ antown, Sta tion G; Kensington, Sta tion K, etc. Man y of the
sta tion letter designations were lat er reassigned to sta tions other than those to
which originally assigned. W hen the alpha bet was exhausted numbers were
assigned and they were switched aro und from lime to time.

Request for documentation rep orts of late dated use of any of the county
postmarks is urgentl y mad e. Th ere is also need for documentation on those post
offic es which appa rently had a very short life. It' s hoped that this plea will
generate responses to th e editor. (Please send inform ati on to the editor-in-chief
for transmission to Mr. F lack. )

Figure 3. WEST PHILADe Pe. pOl tmark on cover 10 Columbi a, Pa. Eorly 18401.
Chronicl e 93 / Feb ru ary 1977 / Vol. 29. No . I 7



--
Postmarks of Philadelphia County Post Office, (e)

Th e Rising Sun , Pa. Post Office (Figure 8) illustrates a unique postmark.
Manuscr ipt markings were first used by this post office followed by a 36Jfmm
circular black handstamp with month and day in the center, through 1863,
8 Chronicle 93 { February 1977 {Vol. 29, No. 1
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which was applied to some very beautiful colored Civil War pat riot ics. However ,
during th e last week of October 1860, a very different town marking was applied
to a mailing. Dr. Carroll Chase mentions the 31st dat e cover in his book (p . 243)
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 ! Vol. 29. No . I 9



Figure 4. CHESTNUT HILL PA. on folded letter of 1845·51 period to Huntington, Pe. Note diHerence in .pelllng
from po.'mork in Figure 5.

/. ,

Figure 5. CHESNUT HILL Pe. (only one "T" in "CHESNUT") on envelope 10 Winchendon, Me... wilh 3¢ 1861.

Figure 6. KENSINGTON PA. on edverlislng envelope eddre...d 10 8r istol , Pe. with 3¢ 1857.

as follows: " [A] very odd circular town cancellation [h as] been seen which
looks as though [it] had been printed on the envelope rather than handstamp ed .
[ It is] from RISING SUN, PA., dated Oct. 31st. 1860. ... The cover on which
it was seen was mailed by a News and Periodical Agency and quit e possibly the
10 Chronicle 93 I Febru ary 1977 / Vol. 29. No. 1



Figu re 7. MILESTOWN PA. pOltmork on cove r to Horrilburg w ith 3; 1861.

cancellation was printed by them to save the postmaster th e tro uble of post­
marking. The cancellation on the stamp is a lar ge gridiron including man y fine
lines, which mayor may not have been pri nted at the same time as the town
postm ark."

Figur. 8. RISING SUN. Two exempl.1 of tho "print.d" pOltmork uled in October 1860. See text for comment•.
Below il Ihown the usual handstamp of thil office, on 0 cove r docketed Jon . 8, 1863. At this dot. prepayment
by It amp Ihould hove been requ ired .
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29, No. I II



PHILADELPHIA COUNTY POST OFFICES
DATES ESTABLISHED - DATES OFFICIALLY DISCONTINUED

Post Office

ANDORA
AR IEL
BLOCKLEY
BRANCH TOWN
BRIDESBURGH
BUSTLETON
BUSTLETOWN
BYBERRY
CEDAR GROVE
CH ESTNUT HILL

CH ESTNUT HILL
FALLS OF SCH UYL KILL
FELTON'S VILLA
FELTONVI LLE
FOX CHASE
FR ANCIS VILLE
FRANKFORD
GER MAN T OWN
HADDINGTON
HOLMESBURG
HOLMESBURGH
KENSINGTON
KING SESSING
LEVERINGS
LEVERINGTON
MANAY UNK
MILESTOWN
MO UNT AIRY
NIC ETOWN
OLNEY
ORLANDO
OVERBROOK
OXFORD CHURC H
PE N N TOWNSHIP
PORT RICHMOND
RISI NG SUN
ROBIN HOODI
ROBI N HOOD TAVERN
ROXBOROUGH
SOME RTON
SPRI NG GA R DEN
TACONY
TORRISDALEI
TORRESDALE
WEST PHILADELPHIA

Esta bIished

Jan. 14, 1850
Au g. IS, 1832
Mar. 19. 1825
Mar . 8. 1825
Feb . 12, 1841
Ma r. 3. 1823
Nov. 7, 1803
Au g. 2. 1826
Dec. 6. 1832
PO Guid e 1825
Feb . 6 , 1828

Dec. 20. 1830
Apr. 12. 1847
Apr. 22. 1853
jul. 30. 1839
Jan. 30. 1836
Ma r . 12. 1800
Apr. 1805
May 4. 1836
Apr. I. 1803

1827
Ap r. 20. 1826
Apr. 21. 1828
Nov. 6. 1812
Nov . 23. 1831
Nov. 13. 1826
Feb. 22. 1831
Nov. 20. 1855
Dec. I. 1843
Jun. 15. 1849
Oct. 22. 1853
Jul. 25 . 1867
Jun. 26. 1857
Apr. 14. 1828
Aug. 22. 1842
Jul. 26. 1825
Ma r . 20. 1826

Jun. 23. 1823
Mar. 17. 1830
Dec. 14. 1831
Aug. 27. 1855
Aug. 28, 1862

Feb . 19, 1829

Discontinued

Aug. 28, 1863
Au g. 16. 1833
Sep, 15. 1863
Feb. 22, 1831
Aug. 15. 1863
Aug. 19, 1867
Jan. I, 1808
Aug. 19. 1867
Aug. 8, 1833

Aug. 28. 1863

Aug. 28. 1863
Jun. IS, 1849
May 31. 1861
Aug. 19. 1867
Ma r. 5. 1842
Aug. 15. 1863
Au g. 28. 1863
Jul. I. 1841

1827
Aug. 19, 1867
Mar. 13, 1862
Sep. IS, 1863
Jun. 23. 1823
Aug. 28. 1863
Aug. 28, 1863
Aug. 19. 1867
Aug. 28. 1863
Aug. 23. 1844
Aug. 19, 1867
Ma r . 23, 1855
Mar. 18. 1881
Aug. 19. 1867
May 19, 1837
Jun. 27. 1863
Aug. 28. 1863

1827

Nov . 23. 1831
Au g. 19. 1867
Nov. 28. 1857
Aug. 19. 1867
Aug. 19. 1867

Jun . 19, 1855

(1)

(2)

(I)

(3)

(4)

1. Letter "H" added by P. O. D. to all post office nam es ending in "G."
2. Li sted in 1803. 1805. and 1806 published List of Post Offices in the United Sta tes, but

no postmaster appointed until Ma rch 1823 under name of Bustleton. " Bu stletown" probably
a mail route stop.

3. Formerly considered in Montgomery County; Inspector Ryan. after investigation, stated
Overbrook Po st Office had al ways been in Philadelphia County.

4. "T orrisda le" original spell ing in comm u nity usc.

The March 1973 issue of The American Philatelist, p. 246, comments on
the Oct. 26th cover : "In a very few cases, the local postmaster appears also to
have been the local printer, who did not use a handstamp at all , but printed th e
townmark on each cover in a press: ' The writer owns the Oct. 31st cover and
comp arison with th e Oct. 26th cover introduces further considerations: different
center positioning with respect to th e stamp and the corner card would suggest
indi vidual hand application; both covers are addressed, one to Massachusetts ,
the other to Vermont, probably soliciting business, this date stamp being an eye­
catcher applied by th e mailer . Each stamp cancellation is different, suggesting
post office cancelling. Perhaps some of th e read ers will suggest different answers
or hav e seen other similar covers.
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POllm.rk. of Phil.d.lphl. Counly POll Off lc.1 (e)

Flgu .. 9. TORRISDALE PA. pOllmerk tying 3¢ 1861 10 mourning cover .dd.....d to Chicago.
Susan M. McDonald

Review: Pennsylvania Postal History. By John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith,
Jr . Published 1976 by Quarterman Pub lications, Inc. ix + 564 pages. $25.00 from
publisher, 5 South Union St., Lawrence, Mass. 01874.

This is an original publication made possible by computer technology. It
lists approximately 10,000 post offices that have existed in Pennsylvania in th e
two hundred years since Ju ly 26, 1775. Th ese are arranged alphabetically by
counties with opening and closing dates, first postmaster, and not es, such as
transfer or consolidatio n, where necessary; this is th e main listing. Th ere is also
an alphab etical list of first postmasters referenced to post office and county and
a similar list of post offices with year dates an d counties. Inform ation on number
of post offices by year, offices existing 1775-99, county development, and sub­
offices is presented schematically in the intro duc tion, and th ere is an extensive
bibliography.

The titl e is deceiving (one hopes not deliberately) because the book is not
postal history as it is usually understood-there are no postal markings or ac­
counts of post office operations-but a part of th e raw material on whi ch
postal history is based . It is really a list of all Pennsylvania post offices, except­
ing colonial (why not go that extra mile?), and the myriad facts it contains,
within the limits not ed , constitute a valuable reference to the collector or re­
searcher of Pennsylvania material.
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29. No. 1 13



THE 1847-51 PERIOD
SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
5¢ 1847 PLATING DATA - A POSTSCRIPT
MICHAEL C. O'REILLY

In Chronicle 89, I wrote of a large amount of unpublished 5¢ 1847 plat ­
ing dat a sold in 1957 by H. R. Harm er, Inc. Th is material was a part of the
reference material assembled by the late Stanley B. Ashbrook.

Letters were received from several collectors, some of which added to my
knowledge and some of which sought the results of my printed inquiry.

The most informative letter came from Ezra D. Cole , who wrote to say
lot 782 did indeed contain all of Ashbrook's material on plating the 5¢ 1847. Mr.
Cole states that Ashbrook had succeeded in placing approximately 25 percent
of the 200 positions, but the rest of them were hop eless, as not enough varieties
existed to differenti ate the plate positions. Lots 783, 784 and 785 were of in­
consequential value compared to lot 782.

Mr. Malcolm Brown furn ished me with an excellent article bv Karl Bur­
roughs published in the Apr il 1947 issue of The Essay-Proof Journal." Th e article
was titled, "Five Cents, 1847, Plate Proofs," and illustr ated twelve blocks of
plate proofs of the 5¢ 1847. These twelve blocks represented over no positions
of which Mr. Burroughs had assigned about fifty to definite plate positions.
This article is highly recommend ed .

In writing the short article published in Ch ronicle 89, my purpose was not
to rekindle the great debate as to whethe r or not the 5¢ 1847 can ever be
successfully plated. Various opinions can be traced thro ugh the literature to
support both sides of the controversy. My own opinion is that the stamp could
be plated, bu t this is based not so much on a personal study of the stamp ,
but on a general optimism common to youth and a dislike of the word, "can't."
Th at thi s is a problem of the highest order of difficulty is without qu estion. Two
obstacles have to be overcome to begin to solve this problem. The first is that
the potential plater must have or develop an extraordinary ability at the fine
art of plating. Th is narrows down potentia l students to a han dful for "it would
be a task far beyond most students, including of course ourself."! Such a state­
ment by no less than such as the late Lester G. Brookman tends to state the
case very well, as well as express my own feelings on the matter. The second
obstacle is best revealed by quoting a sta temen t made by Dr. Carroll Chase
in 1916. Dr. Chase said, "No man, even had he an unlimited purse, could possibly
get together the requisite number of these pairs, strips and blocks of the 10¢
1847 to do any extens ive plating."2 Though Dr. Chase made this remark con­
cerning the 1O¢ 1847, it is equally-perhaps even more-applicabl e to the 5¢
value. This is not meant to discourage interested students. I am solidly in
favor of th is statemen t's being proved wrong for the 5¢ 1847 as 1 am glad that
Elliott Perry proved it wrong for the 1O¢ 1847.

I am sorry to say that I was not able to learn the identity of the pres ent
owner of lot 782. I did learn that the lot is still in the hands of the original
purchaser , who, incidentally, paid $850 for it in 1957. This gentleman is some­
thing of a recluse when it comes to his stamps. He values his privacy very
dearly and thus does not associate with or share his knowledge with the
philatelic fraternity. I can only express my regret to learn of this attitu de.
Common sense and cour tesy suggest that 1 respect the owner's desire for
privacy and the advice of two reliable sources indicated I should forget about
this material until the death of the pr esent owner.

1. Brookman , Les ter G ., T he United States Postage Stamps of Th e Ni net eenth Cent ury,
(H . L. Li ndqui st Publica tion s, Inc.: New York , New York , 1966) , p. 28.

2. Ibid ., p. 61.
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SOME RANDOM COMMENTS ON AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS
SUSAN M. McDONALD

Describers in some recent auc tions have mad e some int eresting refinements
in th eir craft. They are now descr ibing some 1847 sta mps, especially on cover ,
as havin g "three plus mar gins" or "3)~ margins." The expressi on "half margin"
seems to me about as contradi ctory a phrase as "slightly pr egnant." These frac­
tional characteri zations offer nearly endless possib ilit ies for describers. I just
hope th ey will be content to stop at three decimal places.

A more serious error- because misleading-occurred in the description of th e
cover show n in Figure 1. It read :

# 2. 1847. IO¢ Black, 4 large mgns, pos 94L, w/s pur in L mgn, on 1848 letter front
wired "Charles to n, S.C. 10", tied by ma tch ing bar grid , bl ack Liverpool postage
due m ark in g. letter wen t to Boston (IO¢ ove r 300 m ile rate) & then by Bri tish
(Cunard) Steamer " Br ita nni a " on her last voyage, to Liverpool , England : An ex­
ceptiona l exa mple of th e Retal iat or y R at e Period, Ext re me ly Fine & rare ('76 PF
certif) . . . .

There is just enough tru th in thi s description to confirm Pope's wa rning aga inst
"a little learning." Since th e cover is a letter front onl y, the 1848 year date has
been inferred-wishfully and erroneously- from othe r aspects of th e cover in
order to make it a scarce and desirab le ret aliato ry ra te cover. But th e appear anc e
of the cover establishes th at it can' t possibl y be a ret aliatory use.

Figure 1. Recently auctioned cover incorrectly descri bed as "retallatory rate."

The postm ark date (fa int in the illustra tion) is DEC 11. It is tru e that
Britannia's last voyage for Cuna rd was from Boston on December 13, 1848, but
she was also in service throughout 1847 (and had been since ina ugurating the
service July 4, 1840), and sailed from Boston on December 16, 1847, arriving at
Liverpool December 30.

The inter val between the postmark dat e and th e 1848 sailing dat e was
only two days- hardly sufficient to insure tran smission to Boston ; the 1847
interval was five days- a much more usual allowance for correspondents in
Charleston and other point s in the South. (For a list of kno wn 1847 covers to
Europe see Creighton C, Har t's art icle in Chronicle 76; thi s cover is there mis­
takenly dat ed December 21.)

The ret aliatory act empowered the U.S. P. O. to collect the same charges
on mail by foreign packet as the foreign nation (i.e ., Great Britain ) impo sed on
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29, No . I 15
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Figurl 2. Nlw York Postmaster Provis lonll, on cover postmlrkld Nlw York, August 15, 1845, to ""llnd "vii
Boston," w ith hand struck one shilling due mark ing applied at Liverpool. (Krug sale, 195B.)

mail by American packet. In practical effect, this meant that prepaymen t
of domestic and packet postage was requ ired on letters leaving the Unite d
States by British-Cunard- packet and similar charges were collected on mail
arriving from Cunard ships. A letter at the reta liatory rate from Charleston to
Great Britain would show pr epayment of 34rf. (1O r,i for over 300 miles and
24¢ packet ) on a single letter. In addition it would show a 1/ - due marking
applied at Liverpool, representing the British packet rat e to be collected from
th e addressee. This mark ing and charge date from the opening of Cun ard service
in 1840, and all pre-tr eaty Cunard mail from the United States to the British
Isles shows the 1/- packet charge (per single rate) in manuscript or by hand­
stamp, as in Figure 2. The handstamp du e marking itself is no eviden ce of re­
taliatory use.

.~~.,,,? ~~

:,J1:.1 /'c..J.>"',,-7 ·tt'" t:~

t' /, ;/r:;/'- ~/

Figu re 3. Cover post marked Mobill, Declmber 2, 1848, to Scotland. Retal iatory ntl of 34¢ (10¢ do mestic oVlr
300 miles and 24r packet) mad e up by single S¢ and strip of three of 10¢ lB47-one clnt oVlrpaymlnt.

(Ashbrook phot o.)

A tru e retaliatory ra te cover to the British Isles with 1847 stamps is shown
in Figure 3. The fold ed letter ac tually originated at New Orleans, but entered th e
mails at Mobile, Ala., on Decemb er 2, 1848. It left New York on the Cunarder
Cambria on Decemb er 6, 1848. Ashbroo k in his Special Service (p. 359) de­
scribed this cover as carried by American packet, but th ere was no Ameri can
packet sailing in Decemb er 1848 on which it cou ld have been transported.
Furthermore, the 1/-handstamp is characteristic of Liverpool, whereas th e
American packets of the Ocean Line landed at Southampton.
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It should now be evident that the cover in Figure 1 was mailed in 1847,
not 1848, and cannot be a ret aliatory use. It shou ld be appreciat ed for what it
is-a very attra ctive example of pre-treaty use of the 1847 issue.
CORRECTION
In Duane Garrett's article on the "E" double transfer in the Novemb er issue,

the illustrations for Figures 1 and 5 were transpo sed .
Susan M. McDonald
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
S.n Anselmo, C• . 94960 USP CS

CSA
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29. No . I
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to sen d a copy of
my next cata log to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright pu rchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
Review: Maine Postal History and Postmarks. By Sterling T. Dow, with ad­
ditional material. Reprinted 1976 by Quarterman Publications, Inc. Foreword by
Joseph F. Antizzo. xiv + 235 pa ges. $25.00 from publisher, 5 South Union St.,
Lawrence Mass. 01874.

The main portion of this book is Dow's work of the sam e title originally
published in 1943. He recou nts the postal development of Main e from colonial
tim es, quoting frequently from original documents. Postal routes , post roads,
ra ilroad serv ice in Main e, individua l histories of th e most prominent post offices
and th eir markings, and a listin g of all recorded Maine post offices with dates
are pres ented in this section.

The volum e also includes articles by Dow on the Portland Post Office and
its postmaster, Samu el Freeman, in the late eighteenth century. Arthur Hecht
reviews Maine postal services in 1795 in one article and in anothe r he collaborates
with Paul Hann eman to list post offices in the District of Maine with dates,
postmasters, and other details. David L. Jarrett's article on the Kennebunk
propaganda townmark (which first appeared here) and several pages of illus­
trations of Maine covers complete the volume. New discoveries and information
have, of cours e, be en located since th e book was first published, but the material
here, although incomplet e, is still accurate and useful.
17



THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER AND DAVID T. BEALS III

(Continued from Chronicle 92:257)

INDEPENDENCE

Indep endence was laid out as the county seat of Jackson County in 1827.
In 1828 th e Santa Fe tr ad e began to grav itate to thi s town. It was less than
three miles south of the Missouri River, where an excellent steamboat landing
was located . Since freighting was cheaper by boat than by wagon train , it was
in the interest of Santa Fe trad ers to transship their goods by water as far west
as possible. For this reason , the eastern terminus of the route was gradually
moved from Franklin to Independence, which became the! "pra irie port" of
the western country. In 1843 th e bu siness of th e town took another quantum
leap as immigrants began to assemble there in preparation for th e overland
trek west to Oregon.

Figure 9 . As was the case with most towns, the firlt townmark at Independence wa•• manuscript .

Th e monopoly was not to last long, how ever . As early as 1834 some of
the Santa Fe trade was beginning to move west to Westport, which also had
a landing on the river. Westport was about 10 miles farther west than Inde­
pendence. How ever, Independence continued to be one of the primary out­
fitting points for the grea t flow of immigration over the California-Oregon Trail,
the loss of the Santa Fe trad e being more than offset by the California gold
rush . In addition, wh en contracts for U.s. mail routes to Santa Fe and Salt
Lake City were let in 1850, Independence was chosen as th e easte rn terminus
of both.

In an effort to recapture the overland trade from Westport, Independence
in 1849 built the first railroad west of the Mississippi River. It ran from the
town to th e landing on the Missouri River, and differed from eastern railroads
in being propelled by mul es rather than steam. By 1856 sand bars had built
up along the landing, effectively cutting off all steamboat traffic, bringing
overland trade from that point to a halt.

During the Civil War Independence , a staunchy southern town , was captured
twice by Confederate troops, once by Captain Charles W. Quantrell. In 1864
three armies swept through the town in what lat er was known as the Battle
of Westport.
18 Chronicle 911 / February 1977/ Vol. 29. No . I



Red

Blu e

Black

Black

Green

c·23 Black

c-30 Blue

c-34 Red

dc-25 Y2 Black

dc-25 Y2 Black

r ·c-29Y2 Black

Shape & Size Color
ms Black

INDEPENDE NCE /D / Mo.

INDEPEND ECE /D/Yr/MO.

IND EPENDECE/D /MO.

The postoffice was established on September 18, 1827. The following town ­
marks are known used from there up to th e end of th e Civil War:

Earliest and Lates t
Dat es of Use

July 2. 1829. to
August 21. 1836
March I I , 1840. to
October 23, 1840
February 27. 1839;
January 21. 1850. to
May 23. 1850
February 24. 1846. to
November 6. 1849
July 29. 1841. to
February 28. 1850
July 23. 1850. to
September 2. 1851
May 2. 1852. to
January 3. 1856
Oct ober 14, 1851. to
October 15, 1858
April 28. 1858. to
October 13, 1858
Ap ril 5. 1860. to
Novem be r 29. 1861
Apr il 27. 1863
(On ly on e reported)
December 23. 1864
(O nly on e reported)

INDEPENDENCE/ D/ MO

I ~DEPENDENCE/D / Mo.

INDEPENDE~CE/D/Mo.

Wording
Indep endence Mo/D
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Flgur. 10. A very unusual cover from Ind ependenc. to Sacra mento, dated June 4, 1851 , showi ng the 40¢ rat.
to the West Coast . It is pro bable that th is le" er trav eled the newly est ablis hed overland routes (one from
Independence to Salt Lake City and the oth er from Salt Lake City to Placerv ille) rather th an by the ocean route
via New York City and Panama. Addressed to Captain Cole Younger, w ho later became famou s as a member
of the Frank and Jesse Jame s gang in Missouri after the Civ il War. Both po sta l markings are . truck in
red , this being the only reported example of that color .

WESTPORT
Th e original name of this town was Shawnee. It was first sett led in 1831

by the Rev. Isaac McCo y and his son John. The postoffice was estab lished in
1832 with Dr. J. Lykins as postmaster. John McCoy was th e second postmaster,
who changed the town's name to Westport.

In th e beginning, its trade was primaril y with the Shawnee and other
Indians who had been re loca ted just wes t of the Missouri sta te line , in wha t is

(

I~

Figure 11. The . arUest record ed cover bearing a Westport manuscript townmark, dated October 7, 1837 . The
letter contains a proposal of marriage from Dr. J. Andrew Chute, a missionary to the Indians. It is couched in
terms that would hardly e ncourage a favorable reply: " 1 have nothing , and never expect to hav e anyth ing . . .
I shall spend the remainder of my life with the Indians , in the hope of exerting some instrumentality in eem ­
municating to the m ' he light of the gospel and the blessings of civi lization . .. To leave a circle of dear friend.
and a home of refinement and eem fo rt , to become the companion of a poor man and inhabi t a log house in
the w ilds of Missour i, is no very 8g r••able prospect. . . ."
20 Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29, No . I



now Johnson County, Kansas. However, as ea rly as 1834 some of the San ta Fe
car avans we re ma king their base at Westport ra ther th an Independence. T he
townspeople cut a road north to the river at a limestone led ge, which was known
as W estport Landing. This gave \ Vestport access to the extreme westward reach
of the river an d insur ed its capture of the bu lk of the trade with Mexico. The
first firm to transfer their bu siness to W estport was th e one owned by W illiam
Bent and Cer an St. Vrain.

>0
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Figure 12. An example of th e fi rst ha ndstamp ed townmark usad at Westport, dat ed April II , 1851.

W ith Independence, W estport controlled a very large percentage of the
outfitt ing bu siness connected wit h the Oregon and Ca liforn ia Trails. Becau se
of an earlier spri ng here than at more nor therly jumping-off places, imm igrants
leaving from the W estport-Ind ep enden ce area could sta rt ea rlier an d th us had
more time to reach and cro ss the Sierras before winte r arr ived .

In 1846 Fran cis Parkm an, aut hor of Th e Oregon T rail , described the town :
W estport is fu ll of Ind ia ns whose shaggy little ponies were ti ed by doz ens

alo ng the hou ses and fences. Sacs a nd Fox es. with sha ved head s a nd pain ted faces:
Sha wnees and Delaw ares. flutteri ng in ca lico froc ks a nd turba ns : Wya ndo lt es dressed
lik e whi te m en , and a few wretched Kansas wrapped in old blan ket s. wer e stroll­
ing about the streets. ' Vh iskey circ u la tes mor e freely in ' Vestport than is a lto ­
gether safe in a place where every man ca rr ies a load ed pi stol in h is pocket.

!"'
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Figure 13. The se cond hands'amped Westport townmark. The lette r is datelin ed " In camp near Kanu s Rlver/
Jun e 21st 1843 ." The author is an army capta in en rout e to Salt t ake City. w o nd ering ho w he is g o ing to pay
his company of riflemen , since " . . . I exp ect to be be yond the reac h of a Pay Master fo r upw ards of a ye ar."
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Wording
Westport Mo

WEST PORT /D I -MO -

WESTPORT /D /MO

WE STPORTI D IM~

WESTPORT I D/ Y r/ Mo .

West pOlt 1\10

Shape & Si ze Colo r
ms Black

Blu e
c-28Y2 Red

c-31Y2 Bla ck

c-32 Black

c-32 Black
Red

rns Black

Earliest an d Latest Dat es of Use
October 7, 1837, to July 21. 1849
December IS, 1847
April 1. 1851, to ?
(Four examples known , onl y
one having a confirm able year
date.)
June 22, 1853
(On ly one reported.)
October 31, 1854. to April 15,
1858
June 3, 1857, to July Ii, 1862
May 16, 18x
(On ly on e example recorded.

year da te unknown.)
J anuary 14, 1860
(On ly one exa mp le reported .)

By 1850 Westport began losing its prominence to its step -child, Westport
Landing, now known as Kansas City . The declin e was gradua l, but by th e be­
ginning of the Civil War th e town of Kansas had definitely become more im­
portant than either W estport or Indep endence as a center of the western trade
and immi gration.

In common with oth er wes tern Missouri towns, W estport w as a center of
pro -slavery sentiment during the Civil War. It was the sce ne of the last great
battle in th e ' Vest, which took place in October , 1864. A former Missouri gover­
nor, Sterling Price, had brought an army of !1,OOO Confed erate soldie rs into
Missouri from northeastern Arkansas. His origina l objecti ves had been St.
Louis and Jefferson City, the sta te capital. Believin g both cities to be too
heavily fortified , he ma de a great sweep wes t, along the southern b ank of th e
Missouri River . He was pursued by a Union army of 5,000 under the comm and
of General Alfred Pleasanton. Another army of 15,000, comma nde d by General
Samuel R. Cur tis, had moved into Jackson County to block the Confederate
ad vance. Price's plan was to defeat the army in his front and th en turn on the
pursuing army in th e rear. The plan very nearly succeede d, Curtis's forc es bein g
dri ven back from Indep enden ce to W estport, Ho wever , on October 21-23, the
fed era l armies join ed in ove rwhelming force against Price and decisively de-
22 Chronicle 93 I Februa ry 1977 I Vol. 29, No. 1
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Figu;e 14. The fourth handstamped townmark of Westport. The corner card is from 'he famous Harris Heuse , the
Westport hotel where many famous persons slopped before heading West .

fea ted him at the bloody Battle of Westport. This battle ended Confede rate re­
sista nce in the area, as well as \Vestpor t's position as an impor tant town in the
commerce of the West .

KANSAS CITY

~' ~)
fl

Figure 15. The manuscript townmark used at Kans .. City from 1846 to 1849. This example i. dated September
30, 1846 . Written by a member of a military unit convoying specie to the Wyandotte Ind ians, it refen to 'he
town as " th is lawless place " and describes the many wagon caravans leav ing for San'. Fe.

The area that later became Kansas Cit y was first se ttled by French traders
in the employ of the American Fur Company, led by Fran cois Chouteau. It
began to parti cipate in the ever-expa nding western trad e as Westport Land ing.
In 1846 a separate town was platt ed an d called Kansas. Jt grew very slowly at
first , most of its buildings being war ehouses near the lan din g to accommoda te
goods mov ing over the San ta Fe Tra il. By 1850, however , subst antial numbers
of car avans were using th e town of Kamas as the northern terminal of the
trail in preference to either Westport or Indep endence.

Still , at mid -century Kansas was smaller than mos t of its neighb ors, in­
cluding Parkvill e and Weston. Th e crea tion of Kan sas Territory in 18.54 was th e
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29. No . I 23



Figure 16. The first handstamped townmark used In Kansas, struck in red.

turn ing point for the littl e town at the bend of the river. The dispute over
whether Kansas would be a free sta te or a slave state drew vast numbers of im­
migrants from both the North and South. Virtually all of them passed through
and were outfitted at Kansas.

The opening of Kansas Terr itor y for settlement also stimulated a mon u­
mental incr ease in steamboat traffic on the Missouri River , most of which docked
at Kansas City. The years 1854 to 1858 represented the zenith of steamboating
on the lower Missouri River. The Kansas City wh arfm aster's record for 1857 listed
725 boats arriving and departing from the city. In the following year there
were 60 regular packet boats running between St. Loui s and Kansa s City, as
well as 30 transient "tramp" stea mboats. Thi s traffic was severely reduce d in
1858 with the completion of the Hannibal & St. Joseph Railroad across the sta te.
A further declin e occurred during the Civil War because of harassment of
steamboats by guerr illa ba nds operating along the river.

The last great pre-war event that added to th e town's importance was the
1858 discovery of gold in the vicini ty of what is now Denver, then in Kansas
Territory . This set off a rush to the Rockies, which was aga in largely based at
Kansas City.

In 1850 Kansas had a population of barely ,500. By 1860 it had grown to
4,400, a growth which was almost exclusively the result of its position as th e
Gateway to the ' Vest. In 1860 a survey conducted by a reporter for the New
York Herald tabulated the trade that year conducted by the more prominen t
Missouri River towns from Kansas City to Omaha. The resu lts show Kansas City's
pre-eminence at tha t time:

City
Kan sas City
Leavenw orth
Atchison
51. Josep h
Nebraska City
Omaha

Me n
7.084
1.216
1,591

490
896
324

H orses
464

377

M uh s Oxe n Wagons Freigh t
6,149 27,920 3.033 16.439.134

206 10,952 1,003 5,656,082
472 13.640 1.280 6,097.943
,j20 3.980 418 1.672,000
113 ) 1,118 912 5.946.000
11 4 340 276 713,000

To summarize , Kansas City held either an important or commanding posi­
tion in these areas prior to the Civ il War:

1. Outfitting military and immigrant caravans traveling overland to Oregon
and Californ ia,

2. Outfitt ing trade caravans to New Mexico and serving as a depot and
shipping point for goods traveling both directions over the Santa Fe Trail.

3. Outfitting immigran ts bound for settlement in Kansas Territory and
serving as a receiving depot for produce expor ted from there.
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4. Serving as a transfer point between overl and traffic and steamboat
transportation to the East.

5. Outfitting mining expeditions to th e Rocky Mountains .
The beginning of the Civil War found most of th e residents pro-Southern

in their sympa thies. However, seve ral bu siness leaders ( notably Col. Robert T .
Van Horn ) recognized that th e city's future lay in its trade with Kansas and
the Southwest. Van Horn , who published the local newspaper, served as
mayor, and was colonel of the local Union militia regi me nt, almo st single­
handedly held the city for the Union .

Figure 17. Thi. I. the only recorded example of a Confederate patriotic cover u.ed from Kan.a. City. It be...
the second handstamped townmark.

Fort Union was built at 10th and Central Streets in June, 1861. For four
years it housed vari ous volunteer and regu lar unit s, th e normal complement
being about 270 men . The area was in consta nt turmoil during th e War because
of Confederat e guerrilla activities, raid s int o the county by Kansas Jayhawkers,
and th e rise of organ ized gan gs of thi eves and bu shwhackers. Most business in
the city was suspended from 1861 to 1863. Mail was frequently not received

Figure 18. The only recorded example of I Union pltrlotic cover from Kin... City. Cancelled with the fi..t
year dated townmark. the .tamp i. pink . Dated October 3D, 1861.
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for 10 days at a time, and a great many people fled the city . By the middle of
1861 the population had been cut in half, but at the end of the War it had
grown again to about 3,000. One resident described the War in Jackson County
as "organized assassination modified by theft and arson ." Ambush made the
short ride from Kansas City to Independence extremely dangerous, even in
armed convoy.

The postoffice at the town of Kansas was established in 1845. These are
the townmarks used there through the Civil War:

Wording
Kansas Mo

KANSAS/D/MO.

KANSAS/D/MO.
KANSAS/D/Yr/Mo.

KANSAS CITY/D/MO.
KANSAS CITY/D/Yr/MO

Shape & Size Color Earliest and Latest Dates of Use
ms Black May 20. 1846. to September 18,

1849
c-34 Red December 10. 1850

(Four covers recorded; only one
has a year date.)

Black March 10, 1851. to February 16,
1852

c-33Y2 Black May 20, 1858. to May 21, 1861
c-32Y2 Black February-. 1858. to August 24.

1863
c-25 Black September, 1862, to ?

dc-30 Black June 21, 1864, to May 18. 1865
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Figure 19. The first town mark incorporating the name "Kan ... City" appeared during the Civil Wer.

PARKVILLE
The settlem ent that lat er became Parkville was originally called En glish's

Landing. It was located on the east bank of th e Missouri River, just as it
turns north, in Platte County. It began as an Indian trading post. The town was
platted in 1837 by Col. George S. Park, and was named for him.

Park was a free sta te man and established a newspap er at Parkville, which
was one of th e few pr esses in wes tern Missouri that supported the free sta te
settlers in Kansas. At th e height of the border war a pro -slavery mob from
Weston threw th e press and type into th e Missour i River.

Park ville had some outfitting business connected with the Santa Fe and
California Trails, but it was of a min or character. Its primar y function was as
a river port on th e fronti er and a slave , tobacco and hemp market.

W ordin g
Pa rk vill e MolD
PARKVILLE/D /MO

Shape & Size Color
ms Black
,;-37 Black

Earliest and Latest Dates of Use
May I , 1845, to June 18. 1851
Two examp les recorded, Neither
has a yea r date; both ar e dated
in Mar ch and are on 3¢ Nes­
bi tt envelopes.

WESTON
In 1836 th e Platte Purchase opened up all of the land east of the Missour i

River north of its grea t bend to settlement . In 1837 W eston was laid out and as a
result of th e efforts of Bela M. Hughes ( cousin of Ben Holladay) it soon became
a thriving community. It is on the Missouri side of th e river, midway between
Kansas City and St. Joseph.

In 1850 th e population had grown to 5,000, ten tim es the size of Kansas
City. Being approximately opposite Fort Leavenworth, a ferry was maintained
on the river here. This permitted th e town to build a sub stantial bu siness in
outfitting the western overland trade. Weston was a thriving steamboat port;
coopers and cabinet ' makers built stage coaches; hemp and tobacco were th e
principal crops. A relatively large slave population worked th e farms , docks and
hempbrakes.
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Figur. 20. Th. second handslamped lownmark usad 01 W.slon, wilh a corner urd of Ih. leeal pap.r, which
the addressee, James W. Denver, had once edited .

For a small town , Weston boasted a disprop ortionately large number of
promin ent reside nts. Among th em was Jam es \ \7. Denver, Mexican W ar veteran,
newspap er publisher , California congressm an, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
Governor of Kansas Terri tory, and finally, Un ion Brigadier General. Ben
Hollad ay, who started out as a saloon keeper, later became Weston's post­
mas ter. He was an army contractor during the Mexican War, established busi­
nesses in Salt Lake City and San Francisco, and eventually bought out the
Central Overland California & Pikes Peak Express Company, reorganizing it
into th e Overland Stage Company. General John Bidwell and Peter II. Burnett ,
California's first governor, were also from Weston , as was Elijah Cody, Buffalo
Bill's uncle.

Wording
Weston Mo/D
WESTON/D/MO.

WESTON/D/M C?

SIIaP~ & Size
ms
c-30Y2

c-32Y2

Color
Bla ck
Black

Red

Red

Black

Earliest and Latest Dates of Use
May 23, 18x (Only one kn own .)
January 8, 1843; September 21.
1846; January 20. 1848 (T h ree
known.)
August 12, 1842, to November
21. 1851
Decemb er 22. 1852. to March 31,
1855
February 23, 1857. to May 5.
1865

(T o be con tinued)
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1853 YEAR DATED NEW YORK TOWNMARK
Stanley M. Piller ha s rep orted thi s townmark, dated Jul y 12, 1853, struck on

a 1¢ 1851 stamp, shown here. The stamp is Type IV. All of the examples of thi s
ma rking pr eviously reported in th e Chronicle have been associated with 3¢
stamps. We would be inte rested in kno win g of others on eithe r th e 1¢ or 12¢
denominations.
Review: The 31. Stamp of the United States, 1851-1857 Issue. By Carroll Chase.
Reprinted 1975 by Qu arterman Publicat ions, Inc . from 1942 revised edi tion with
illu strations from 1929 ed ition. Foreword by Thomas J. Alexander. xx + 374
pages. $30.00 from publi sher, 5 South Union St., Lawrence, Mass. 01874.

Chase's grea t work should already be familiar to members of a society that
started as the 3¢ '51-'57 Unit . This tr eatise is th e very model for study of an
individual stamp, but it contains milch inform ation on stamp production, plat­
ing, postal operat ions, postal markin gs and related subje cts that is applicable
gene rally to th e 1851-61 period-an d beyond. D r. Chase's scholarship and atten­
tion to detail we re so met iculous that nearly all the material here is still valid.
The few corrections necessary are listed in an excellent foreword b y Thomas J.
Alexander. Alexander also outlines th e pro gress in 3¢ 1851-57 research since
the book was written, the current sta tus of variou s research project s, and furnishes
a list of references from recent literatur e. The Chase book is a philatelic land­
mark; every classics collector should have a copy .

Susan M. McDonald
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY

Write for my free special Lists

"THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF
CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS" by
Lawrence (1934).

Beautiful new reprinted ed it ion-272
pages, almost 3,300 illustrations with prices
realized.
PRICE POSTPAID $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488

CLEARWATER, FLA. 33518

CHRONICLE NO. 45, first printed edition,
or iginal. The scarce one, very fine-$12.
P. E. Baker, General Delivery, Punta
Go rda. FL. 33950.

WANTED: Building specialized collection
of 10¢ green 1861 issue, #68. Need fancy
canc els, multiples, proofs, specimen over­
pr int, imprint or plate number pieces and
"tag" varieties. Also same on cover. Please
price. Ken Gilbart, 1853 Green St., San
Francisco, CA 94123.

WANTED: Ch ronicle back issues. Mc­
Clellan, Box, 563, Northbrook, n. 60062.

CLASSICS by the scor e (both stamps and
covers) are featured in our illustrated
P.T. list. Send a SASE for your copy.
Quality Investors, Box 891, Middletown,
N.Y. 10940. Phone: 914-343-2174 .

WANTED TO BUY: Choice U . S. 19th C.
mint and used, better classic covers, and
collections. Ship via re gistered mail with
your best price. Quality Investors, Box
891, Middletown , New York 10940. Phone:
914-343-2174.
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UNITED STATES POSTAGE STAMPS

1902 -1935

In a 1941 article in The Stamp Specialist, reprinted in the frontmatter of this
volume, Johl states : "A speciali zed collection to be of philatelic importance must
have in addition to the stamps themselves, much pertinent info rmation such as
the reason for the issuance of a stamp or series, the date they appeared and the
quantity sold," Follow ing this philosophy, Joh l includes in his work all the back­
ground he feels necessary for the info rmed collector alo ng with the more usual
info rmation about shades; plate nu mbers; and pr int ing, perforation and plate vari e ties.
The final two chapte rs of the work are devoted to information on the man ufactur ing
process and plate layouts.

This 59 2-page hardcover volume conta ins those chapters of The United States
Postage Stamps of the Twentieth Century, Volume I Revised and Volume III, that
deal w ith the regular , pa rce l post and airma il issues from 1902 to 1935. Chapters
and pages have been renumbered consecutively for easier use and the origina l in­
de xes have been rew ritten to reflect the abridgment and renumbering changes. A
new index by Scott numbers and a Scott num ber cross refer e nce have been ad ded.
Here , in on e volume, is most of the inform ation necessary for the building or en­
joyment of a collectio n of U.S. 20 th century regula r issue pos tage stamps-and the
presentatio n of an ap proach to collecting tha t could be va luable to any philatelist.

$35.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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BONUS REPRINT

AN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE
WILLIAM H. RIDEING

(R eprin ted from H arper's Magazine [o r August . 1875. Vol. 51. pp. 314-26.)

(Continue d [rom Chronicle 92:295)

LOADING UP L"'i Till: G ItN IIlAL orrrce, JIl'atW VUlt};.

But there was a humorous an d joyous aspect to th e battle-field express,
as to most other conce rn s of men. It was a favorite habit of the "boys" to
send hom e trophies in the form of "confiscated property." Th e trophies
were of th e most heterogeneous cha racter, and some times put th e express ..
men to mor e tro ubl e than less acco mmoda ting servants would have endured.
A terrified and howling French poodle was once sent dir ect from camp to
an Eastern farmhouse, and, in fact , live stock was ver y often the form of
memento, or, as Mrs. Partington would say, the mom entum, of a battle.
[ ew's-harps, Confed erat e money, old pipes, broken sabres, fractured rifles,
tob acco pouches, tarnished epaulets, smeared sashes, an d like things, were
the commonest and th e most port abl e of the mass forwarded. Th e habits
of thrift in which some of th e Down-Easters ha d been reared we re manifested
in the care with wh ich old clothes were sen t home after a new outfit had
been supplied to the regiment . Thousands of boxes containin g such worthless
rags passed through the express consi gned to remote villages in Maine,
Vermont , New Hampshire, and Northern New York. Full charges were col­
lected for them, an d when th e expectant friends at home tore off the cover ,
it was only to find a ragged pair of trowsers and a coat. After a regiment
had been paid off an immense number of money packages were intrusted to
the express, and as th e charges were high an d the risks small, the profits
of the compan y were magn ificent. At one tim e the stock rose to the enormous
price of five hu ndrecl doll ars a share- the par value being one hunclred. Thus
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had Alvin Adam's little venture with a dollar carpetbag grown into a concern
which made him and his partners millionaires.

After Harnden's death his emigration bu siness was continued by Dexter
Bri ham , Jun. , Robert Osgood, J. C. Kendall , and John W. Fen~o. The New
Yor~ and Boston Express , which had fallen .into other ~ands m the mean
time, re tained its old name, and until 1860 It extende~ Its branches almost
as rapidly as the Adams ; but it has since ~een merged mto ~hat concern , an d
is now a mere tributary. Harnden on Ius deathbe d exclaimed that all he
desired to live for was to see his forei gn enterprise established on a permane~t
basis. Very soon after his interm ent the whol~ work fell. to th~ ground. HIS
successors were crippled by an unfortunate investment 10 a line of steam­
ships; and failed for a very large amount.

OOL1.J:onON A!iD uZI.Jva&\".

Th e only formidable opponent of the Adams Express Company existing
at present is the American. Nea rly all the oth er organ izations are subordinate
to these two, which are said to control the entire business. The growth of
the American Express Company illustrates the plnck, energy, and perseverance
of its founders , who were similar in the se things to Adams and Harnden.
In 1841 Henry We lls was agent of the latter at Albany, and urged his
employer to penetrate the Western country with the express. Harnden made
the answer that we have already quoted: . Put a people there , and my express
shall follow." Wells was so confident, however , that the population was suf­
ficiently num erous to support an express that he mentioned his idea to George
Pomeroy, who was favorab ly impressed with it, and lost no time in putting
it into effect. An express was accordingly started between Albany and Buffalo,
Pomeroy acting as his own messenger , clerk, and boy, as Adams and Harnden
had don e before. But for some reason of which we are not informed he broke
down after makin g three trips, and the business was susp ended until \Vells
and Crawford Livingston offered to join him. Under the new firm the express
was established upon an endur ing foundation. A trip was made once a week ,
and occupied three days and four night s, which was the quickest time then
on record. From Albany to Auburn the railroad was used, then the stage­
coach, and afterward a private conveyance. Wells, who had left Harn den ,
was appointed messenger , and while he acted in that cap acity he never missed
a trip. In the course of two years the traffic had so largely increased that
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daily trips were necessary, and a branch express was established between
Albany and New York. But th e business was still small, and could be ac­
commodated in the trunk which W ells carried with him on the outside of
the Buffalo coach.

One day, when the style of the firm had been changed to Livingston,
W ells and Co. , Mr. Wells cam e into the office with a shrewd idea, which gave
the concern an important impetus in its march toward prosperity. It was the
year previous to the reduction of lett er postage by an act of Congress, and
the Post-office was supporting some sixteen thousand politicians as post­
masters by charging the outrageous price of tw enty-five cents on every letter
sent from Buffalo to New York. Wells's idea was to start an opposition, not
in indignation me etings or in petitions, but in actual traffic. And in several
columns of neat little figures he showed his partners how a letter could be
carried for six cen ts at a handsome profit. It happened that those associated
with W ells were just such clearheaded, enterprising fellows as him self, an d
they took hold of the project in a spirit of det ermination. Whe n the express
post-office was first opened , and stamps were sold at the rate of twenty
for a doll ar, the grea tes t interes t was excite d in the undertaking. Public meet­
ings were called, and resolutions passed by the merchants and citi zens
generally not to send or receive lett ers by mail to or from any points included
by the express until there was a reduction in the Uni ted States postage.
Immense numbers of lett ers were sen t through Livingston, Wells, and Co.'s
hands, and the profits were greate r than those deriv ed from th e conveyance
of parcels. The government used every means to suppress the firm , and the
messengers were arrested daily at the instance of the Post-office officials; but
in every instance citizens stood ready with bail bonds filled out and executed.
Many stirring scenes were enacted . Officers were on th e track at every point,
and sometimes fierce affrays occurred . Th e expressman on horseback, with his
mail-bag strapped across his broad shoulde rs, galloped many a hot mile across
the rough country with a couple of angry pursuers at his heels. But th e officers
were discomfited throughout th e strife, and aft er a futile contest wi th th e opposi­
tion, the government began to think of looking for a rem edy.

Mr. Wells, in behalf of hims elf and seve ral wealthy merchants , offered
to carry all the mail matter of the United States at an average rate of five
cents per letter. The proposit ion was peremptorily rejected; but the opposition,
in which James W. Hale had joined, was so resolute and so generally sus­
tained by the people that during the next session of Congress a law was
passed red ucing the rate of pos tage three-fourths. As soon as the reform was
accomplishe d, Hal e, Wells, and others retired from the field, and again
devoted themselves to the express.

(T o be continued)
YOUR CLASSIFIED AD at on ly 50¢ a lin e. Send with payment to Dale R. Pulver,
284 11 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio 44140. Next deadl ine March 15.
ICE AGE SPECIAL
uSPcs mem be rs on ly
Chronicle back issues

Multilith No. 7, 15, 16, 18,21 , 24, 28,31, 34, 38
Any 5 different $3.50- A II 10 $6.00

Printed No. 48, 51, 52, 60 , 63 , 65, 66 , 70 , 71, 72
Any 5 d ifferent $1 0.00- AII 10 $17.00

OFFER ENDS APRIL 15

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615 BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701
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WE ARE PAYING OVER scorr CATALOG

FOR UNITED STATES SINGLES
i

IN OG, VF, AND BEnER QUALITY
If you have a quality collection or individual items for sale please
call us toll free for an appointment to see you r holdings. Call
800-225-6276 today for the highest price. . •

We also purchase seconds & fine quality U.S. & foreign stamps
& covers.

Our firm is in dire need of material for Fall & Winter and our
buyers are prepared to purchase any and all lots offered to us
at extremely high prices.

Or write us with a detailed description of your holdings.

Ref. Flrlt National Bank of BOlton , ASDA, APS, SPA, BIA, AFDCS.

We will travel to take material for auction or purchase for cash.

JUST DIAL 800-225-6276 TOLL FREE FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR

"The Collectors' Auctioneer"@

148 STATE STREET

ASDA APS

BOSTON, MASSACHUSmS 02109

SPA BIA AFDCS USPCS

Ref. First Nat ional Bank of Boston

SEE US AT OUR BOOTH AT INTERPEX
AND PICK UP A COPY OF OUR 9nH AUCTION CATALOG •••
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CONFEDERATE POSTAL HISTORY
Edited by

Francis J. Crown, Jr.

This anthology contai ns reprints of 28 articles which form a general outline

of many of the impo rtan t and more popula r aspects of Confede rate posta l histo ry­

they have bee n divided into chapters to p rese nt the history of the Confederate postal

service in a logical sequence. These articles hav e lasting value despite the findings

since their or iginal publication in The Stamp Specialist between 1939 and 1948 .

Their durability is, in large part, due to the excellence of the 'luth o rs: August Dietz,

Stanley Ashbrook , lawrence Shenfield , Van Dyk MacBride, and George Malpass,

among others. In almost every case the author has chosen a specific subject,

thoroughly researched It, and prep ared a comprehensive study.

Also included in this 336-page hardcover vo lume is an introduction by Francis

J. Crown, Jr ., which includes comments about the authors and a bri ef histor y of

Confeder ate ph ilately . A bibliography keyed to the articles, an index to su bject

matter, and footnotes by Crown have also been added . Any Confederate philatelist

should find something of interest in this volume.

$30.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
REROUTED AND UNDELIVERABLE NORTH·SOUTH MAIL CONSIGNED
TO THE DEAD LETTER OFFICE ON THE OUTBREAK

OF CIVIL WAR, JUNE-JULY, 1861
JOHN D. KOHLHEPP

I. REROUTED

For several weeks after the fall of Fort Sumter, postal intercourse between
the Northern and Southern sectors of the nat ion continu ed, albeit with inter ­
ruptions and breakdowns in certain areas , until the end of May. At th is tim e,
Postm aster Gen er al Montgomery m ail' suspended delivery to the reb ellious
states, effe ctive "from and after the 31st Instant" (May, 1861). Although some
mail was forwarded to the South on or after the 31st, many cove rs postmarked
on and shortly after the date of suspe nsion were consigned to th e Dead Letter
Offi ce in accordance with the Postm aster General's edict.

Figure 1 shows an interestin g varia tion on the latter theme. Posted in
Liverpool on Ma y 25, thi s fold ed letter and cotton mark et report was carri ed
on th e Australasian via Cork, and addressed to a broker in Richmond, Virginia.
It arrived in New York on June 6, with 19¢ debited to the U.S., and a total of
24¢ du e from addressee, including U.S. 5¢ treaty intern al. Since the regul ar
North-South mails had long since been terminated, delivery to Richmond and
collec tion of 24¢ from the Confederate post office was impossible through
normal channels. The New York office had two options, either return the
lett er to Britain as undelivered and get a 191 credit ther eb y, or attempt to
deliver th e let ter for collection of all charges plus 31 DLO forwarding fee.
New York sen t th e lett er to the DLO in Washin gton for a decision (see Fi gure 2),
and everything hereafter is the speculation of the late Stanley Ashbrook:

Now I do not know exac t ly what happened but it seems q uit e obvi ous tha t th e
addressee in R ichmond was notified by th e D.L.O . by a Flag of T ruce commu ni­
cat ion that an unpaid letter from England was hein g held and would be d e­
livered upon pa yment of bl ank am ount. It is possib le th at the addressee in­
structed th e D.L.O . to deli ver the le tt er to a Balt imore address and perh aps this
was done under separate cover of th e D.L.O.

Figure 1. Cotto n price s and market report from Liverpoo l, addresse d '0 Richmond, de livered '0 Baltimor. via
the Dead Letter Office, May, June , July, 186 1. Enclos ure reads; "The growing belief that Americ an difficulties
must result in w ar, and the certainty of an imme dia te blockade of the America cotton ports, have led 10 an
active de mand this w ee k, the sales reaching 80,520 bales. . . ."
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Figure 2. Revene of cover of Figure I, showing D.L.a. and Beltimore markings.

This explanation would account for the blue Baltimore backstamp of July 30
and matching "D UE 3" in circle of that office on the front of the cover. Travel
between the emba ttled sectors of the country was still a relat ively simple matter
in the summe r of 1861. It places no stra in on th e imagi na tion to envision a
traveler from Richmond picking up his Northern mail at a Balt imore business
house.

II. UNDELIVERED
On December 30, 1853, James Gadsden , U. S. minister to Mexico and

political cohort of Secretary of War Jefferson Davis, concluded a treaty by which
the southern boundary of this nation was moved southward to encompass all
of modem Arizon a south of the Gila River. Military occupation of this territory
was not accomplished until 1856 when a detachment of four companies was
stationed at Tucson and later at Calabazas. In 1857, a permanent station was
selected on the Sonoita River , about 25 miles east of Tubac, close to th e junc­
tion of the Arizona -Mexico border , and named Fort Buchanan for th e incumbent
president.

Duty at Fort Buchanan was no bed of roses. The fort was undermanned
and badly situat ed . Buildings were of inferior construction, room s were low,
narrow, and improperly ventilated; floors and roofs we re covered with grass
and dirt. Marauding Apaches were a constant men ace. Oblivious to the $10
million transaction that brought settlers and blue jacketed cavalrymen into
their hunting grounds, the primitives stalked the ar ea, carrying off livestock
and young children.

In February, 1861, a 2nd lieutenant of the 7th U.S. Infantry, while attempting
negoti ations for the return of rustled stock and a kidnapped Apach e-Mexican
boy, took six Apache prisoners under a flag of truce, and eventually hanged
them. The result was the Apache Wa rs carried on by the Chiricahuas under
Cochise. In lat e Jun e, with over one hundred warriors, Cochise attacked th e
Fort Buchanan herd guard, stole all the catt le and mules, killed three soldiers
and wounded two others. Th e cavalry gave pursuit for some twenty miles be­
fore stumbling into an ambus h but managed to fight their way out. The Apa che s
eve ntually withdrew with seven dead warriors.

At the outbreak of the Civil War, public sentime nt in Arizona was almost
unanimously secessionist. Th e scattering of Union supporters in the territory
was mor e or less inti midated into silence. A conven tion at Tucson seems to
have declared the territory form ally a pa rt of the Confederacy, and in August a
del egate was actually elected to the Confed erate Congress. Most officers serv­
ing at the southwestern posts were of Southern birth, th e most not abl e being
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Figure 3. Map of Ar i' ona and New Mexico, 186 1.

Captain Richard S. Ewell, an early commander at Fort Buchanan, who lat er
rose to the rank of gene ra l in the Confederate Army.

In July, Lt. Col. John R. Baylor, wi th a force of Texas soldiers, marched
into sou thern New Mexico and took possession of all the terri tory south of
lat itude 34° for the Confedera cy. Wishin g to avoid th e disgrace that wou ld
accrue to Confederate ca pture of the southwestern for ts, the F ederal au­
thorities elected to abandon them. Therefore, on Baylor's approach, orders were
sent to Fort Buchanan 's commande r, Lt. Curden Cha pin, to "abandon and
destroy your post , burn your commissary and quartermaster stores, and every­
th ing between the Colorado and Rio Gran de tha t will feed an army. March
out with your guns loaded, and do not permit any citizen within three miles of
your lines."
- This order wa s carried out, the garrison marched for Fort Cr aig in New
Mexico Terri tory, and, wi th all military protection withdrawn, the Apach es

Figure 4. From Corning, N.Y., to Fort Buchanan, Arizona , July 11, 1861. At the time , Arizona wei. part of
New Mexico Territory .
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Figure 5. Roverse of covor pictured in Figure 3 showing Dead Leller Office handstamp of November 23, 1861 .

took to the warpath, killing the unfortunate settlers who could not escape from
the region or take refuge at Tucson. Fort Buchanan was burned and officially
abandoned on July 23, two days aft er First Bull Run.

Figures 4 and 5 illustrate both sides of a cover posted in Corning, New
York on July 11, 1861, and addressed to Orville G. Irvine at Fort Buchanan,
Arizona, in care of Boyle C. Mar shall , Esq. It was passed through the mails
over the free frank of Willi am Irvine , a Member of Congress from New York
State. By the tim e th e letter arri ved in the Southwest, Fort Buchanan had been
abandoned and was just a smoulde ring ruin. The abandonment, precipitated by
Baylor 's occupation, made delivery of the Ir vine letter impossible, and it was
consigned to the Dead Letter Office. It was returned to Corning, New York on
November 23 with 3 cents postage du e on forwarding from the D.L.O.

William Irvine was a one term Con gressman (1859-1861) who organized
and commanded the 10th New York Cavalrv in th e Civil W ar . Wounded and
captured at Beverly Ford, he was confined ' for several months in Richmond's
notorious Libby Prison . Boyle Marshall later served with the 2nd Arkansas
(Confederate) Cavalry. Ewell had earlier res igned his commission to serve
the Confederacy.

The Fort Buchanan site was reoccupied briefly in 1862. It was abandoned
for good later that same year when it became evident that th e location offered
no military advantage whatever. Nothing remains of it tod ay except a few
mounds which indicat e the location of old fortifications. The site is presently
owned by the Crown C Ranch.
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THE NOTATION "5. T."
PAUL J. WOLF

Chronicle 92, November 1976, included an article by William K. Herzog,
discussing an early use of th e 15¢ Lincoln of 1866. The cover illustrated carried
a notation in the upper left cornerrthat was not mentioned: th e initials "S.T."
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These are sometimes seen on covers originated by Scandinavians, and have no
postal significance. T hey are delightful instances of the formalities of an
earlier day, when much attention was paid to pr oper modes of address. This
letter was ad dressed to "[ oufro," (Miss) but ap parently the writer was not en­
tirely sure this was corr ect.

Sir Athe lstane Car oe, writing in The London Philatelist, June 1974,
Vol. 83, whole number 978, discussed this notation in connection with a study
of Iceland Skilling covers, in which field he is the leading authority. His light ­
hearted and colloquial remark forms part of th e descriptive caption of an
exception ally fine Skilling cover:

"The marking S.T. is latin 'Salvo Titulo' meaning 'I'm not sure about your
title but I hope I've got it r ight.' "
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers . In United States, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and oth er special usages. We usuall y have a few Terri­
toria ls and Westerns, and we are strong in Haw aii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Street , South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262·6226
The Postage Stamps of

NEW BRUNSWICK and NOVA SCOTIA
Nicholas Argenti

Argenti's work is a fine e xample of phi late lic research , cove ring bot h the
Pence issue of 1851 -6 0 and Cents issue of 1860-68 in detail, be g inning wi th the
records of Per kins Bacon & Compan y (printe rs of the first adh es ive stamps of Nova
Scotia an d New Brunsw ick) and end ing with info rmation on the sta mps , re maind ers
and forgeri es . Alo ng th e way, Arge nti d iscusses th e history of the se issues (and
some of the po litical ram ificat ions) as well as technical infor mat ion such as the
papers, ma rg inal imprints, and perforating mach ines of the Ame rican Bank Note
Company. Grea t emphasis is also placed on the d iffer ent postal rates and uses, draw­
ing on official state me nts and pos t offi ce rates and regu lations. Adding to the
te xt are the 28 p lates of d ie proofs , p late va rieties, covers, an d fo rgeries.

This 2 72- pa ge har dcover vo lume is a reproduct ion of the ori g inal edition pub­
lished in 1962 w ith th e add ition of a brief corrigenda and addenda. The tw o p lates
p rinted in co lor in the origina l are re produced in b lack and white in this Qua rter­
man edition . This w o rk is a necess ity for collectors of the stamps or posta l history
of Brit ish Nort h Ame rica .

$35 .00 {Postpaid}

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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PIllLATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
BUILDER AND BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS

FORGERS AND FORGERIES
Philatelic Forgers, Their Lives and Works by Varro E. Tyler

1976, 60 pages, cloth o $10.00

Fourn ier Album of Philatelic Forgeries, ed ited by Lowell Ragatz
Mostly a repr int of a 1928.album of Fournier's fakes produced by the
Philatelic Union of Geneva Sw itze rland with some other material.
1970, 175 pages, card cover $15.00

Alb um Weeds, by Reverend R. B. Earee
A re print of the two volume 1906 th ird edition as e ight paper
bound vo lumes, 1976, card cover $44.00

Handbook on Philatel ic Forgeries, by Spying Eye
1948, 48 pages, card cover 0 0 $6 .50

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY
Postmarks of Territorial Alaska by Dr. R. W. Helbock

1976, 136 pages, card, sp iral bound, ed ition of 400, autographed $15.00
The Postal History of India na by J . David Baker

1976, two volumes, 1,100 pages plus 176 pages of microfiche $75 .00

1765 STAMPS
Stamps that Caused the Ame rican Revolution, Stamps of the 1765

British Stamp Act for America by Adolp h Koeppel
1976, 193 pages, cloth , edition of 1,000 $15.00

THE PANAMA ROUTE
The Panama Route , 1848-1869 by John H. Kemble

1972 reprint, 316 pages, cloth, publisher increased price $19.50

QUARTERMAN
We continue to stock their reprints at published prices:

Stamp Special ist, reprints
CSA articles, foreword by Francis J . Crown Jr .

1976, 313 pages, cloth : $30.00

US articles, foreword by Susan M. McDonald
1976, 569 pages, cloth $40.00

U.S. Postage Stamps of the 20t h Century by Max G. Johl
U.S. Postage Stamps 1902-1935

In essen ce a rep rint of Vol 1 revised and Vol 3
1976, 566 pages, cloth $35.00

Original Johl books are often in stock
1938, Volume 4, or iginal edition $22.50

Postage Stamps of Mexico 1856-1868 by Samuel Chapman
1976 reprint, 416 pages, cloth $30.00

Postal History of Yukon Territory Canada by Robert G. Woodall
1976 reprint of 1964 original , 272 pages, cloth $25.00

Postage Stamps of New Brunsw ick and Nova Scotia by Argenti
1976 reprint of 1962 or igina l, 272 pages, cloth $35.00

STOCK
We try to maintain a comp rehe nsive stock of new and out of pr int authoritative
phi latelic liter atur e on 18th , 19t h, and early 20th century US, CSA, GB, and
Canada; ps ., we don't try too hard on the earl y 20th century. Our general catalog
is avai lab le upon request and we solicit yo ur want list. Please no annual
catalogues .

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 4022]
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
NOTE FROM THE PERIOD EDITOR
Richard Searing's listing of 24¢ 1869 cove rs, published below, is an im­

portant con tribut ion to 1869 scholarship. With the help of many others, Sear­
ing has compiled a listing of all the 24¢ 1869 covers that have com e to hi s
attention after diligen t study . A future issue of thi s Ch ronicle will publish his
list ing of 30¢ 1869 covers.

The 1869 stamps were ava ilable at th e post offices for less th an one year.
Relative to the stamp series that pr ecede d and followed , the 1869 stamps are
scarce. Surviving covers ar e scarcer still. One of the long-term goals of thi s
section has been to gen erate a listin g of all the known 1869 covers, at least for
the high er values. We believe it will be possible, over time, to record every
cover th at bears 1869 stamps, from the 6d denomination on up.

The 90¢ covers are a bri ef study indeed , only one bein g solidly recorded
( and th at now missin g) , though rumors of others constantly circulate. We ar e
delighted that th e 24¢ and 30¢ covers have capture d Searing's attention.
F urther down th e line, we will need a volunteer to record the 1.5¢ covers. The
Typ e II covers are fairly abunda nt. Type I is scarce, and we would be surprised
if th e ultimate list ing yields more than 150 covers. At least one cover exists bear ­
ing both types of th e regula rly-issued 15i 1869. Does anyo ne know wher e it is?

The 12¢ covers will be difficult to record. Th ere are a great many of them.
The preponderance of uses are to England. Some are to Canad a, some to
South America, some domestic. Other uses are scarce.

The W ¢ 1869 stamp has been your editor's collecting specialty for many
years. Our records now show 600 or so covers, 90 percent of them used in
for eign mails. W e wonde r if ther e's any other classic stamp for which such a
preponderance of th e surviving covers shows foreign-ma il usage. Perhaps th e
5¢ Jefferson s would qua lify, and the 15¢ Lin colns.

In his listing of 24¢ 1869 covers, Searing has set certa in ground-ru les worth
discussing. H e defines a cover in the broad est possibl e sense, to include a re­
fold ed wrapper or a fold ed-do wn envelope or any othe r sta mp-bearing paper ,
so long as it bears the sa lient stamps and mark ings. While indiv idua l collectors
may disagree as to wha t constitutes a cover they wo uld add to th eir personal
albums, we feel th at the comprehensiveness of Sea ring's cover definition we ll
serves philatelic scholar ship .

Searing's listing also includes covers who se authenticity has been widely
debated, but which he hasn't personall y examined . A case in point is the
Thorel cover, from Osaka to Yokohama , whi ch Stephen Rich so vehemently
criticized in th e 194Os. This cove r may or may not be authentic. Philatelic
scholarship has ad van ced considerably in the last 30 yea rs, and perhaps we
could make an informed judgment about thi s item, if only it would reappear. But
in its absence , Sear ing-wisely, we thing- gives it the benefit of th e doubt and
includes it in his list ing. In the same reasonabl e vein, he also sta tes that th e
absence of a listing is no ind ication th at any given 24¢ 1869 item is bad; rather,
it may just be a cover that has ye t to come to his att ention.
A LISTING OF 24¢ 1869 COVERS
RICHARD SEARING

INTRODUCTION
Certain classic U.S. sta mps ar c rarely found on original cover. With a few

exceptions , th ese ar e the higher denominations, which in th e classic period
could represent nearl y a day's earnings for the average cit izen. Special studies
have been published (or are in process ) tabulat ing the known covers which bear
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copies of the 9O¢ stamps issued between 1860 and 1890. 1

Little effort has been spent listing classic covers bearing 24¢ and 30¢
stamps. When one estimates the probabl e number of such covers that survive,
this lack of effort is unders tandable. However, the 24¢ an d 30¢ stamps of the
1869 series represent excep tional cases . Because of the short life an d small
quantities issued , an attempt at complete compilation of these covers appears
feasible. In view of these facts, th e author began to assemble data on th ese
covers three years ago.

A pr eliminary listing of 24¢ and 30¢ 1869 cove rs was published in th e
first annual yea rbook of the 1869 Pictorial Research Associates, which was dis­
tributed at Interphil. At that time, the author visited the Philatelic Foundation
in New York City and researched both th e Foundation records and th e lat e
Stanley Ashbrook's records describing 24¢ and 30¢ 1869 cove rs. An adde ndum
to th e listing was th en published in Th e 186R Tim es, th e qu art erly study-group
newsletter of th e P.R.A. Th e present ar ticle combines th e original listin g, the
addendum, and oth er covers that have been reported as a result. It is meant
to reach a wider group of classic collectors than th e spe cialized PRA member­
ship. The hope is that read er response will correct errors and pro vid e new
cover citations. It is to the benefit of all classics stude nts and collectors that th e
data be as complete and as accurate as possible. to pro vid e a solid record for
the future .

Due to space limitat ions, the' research will bc presented in installm ents.
The work at hand conce rns 24¢ 1869 covers. Subsequent articles will treat th e
30¢ 1869 stamps on cover, the unique 90¢ 1869 cover, and whate ver else th e
author can discover in the meantime.

RESEARCH GUIDELINES

In the early decades of this century , many fake or doctored covers bear ing
24¢, 30rl and even 90¢ 1869 stamps were sold at auction an d appeared in th e
name collections of the period. In the 1940s and 1950s, Ashbrook and other stu­
dents began to wee d out the fakes. It is hop ed th at most of th e fra uds have now
been retired, but the author has personally see n one (and perha ps two) fakes in
major auctions in 1976.

In th e following listing, the author has tr ied to elim ina te fake covers by
comparin g dates, rat es, transit markings and cancels with known genuine covers.
The stan dard for postal rates to Europe is George Har gest's excellent stu dy ."
this work has also been used for rat es to oth er parts of the world, except wh ere
more recent data are ava ilable. Some covers have been included even th ough
they might be qu estionabl e. Pending first-h and inspection, it seems best to
give such items the benefit of the doubt. The lack of a listing for any given
cover should not necessarilv be taken as an indication that th e cover is b ad.
Rather, the cover may not have come to th e writer's attention. Collectors who
own such covers are invited to communicate through th e period editor.

The cover data are present ed in Tables I and II , then summarized in
Table III. The first two tabl es display the mailing date, origin, destination,
stamps used, rate paid , pertinent remarks for each cover , and source for th e
data. An asterick indicates th at the author has examined th e cover or seen a
photo or slide . "SBA" and "PF NY" refer to Ashbrook's records and th e Philatelic
Foundation records, respecti vely.

THE 24¢ 1869 STAMP ON COVER

Lon g considered one of the finest examples of engraving on a classic U.S.
stamp, the 24¢ 1869 is a scarce stamp off cover an d quite a rarity on cover.

I. Stan ley B. Ashbrook, "T he U.S. 9O¢ Stamp of 1860 on and off Cover;' American Ph ila­
telic Con gress, Vol. 17, p . 100 (1951) ; J. David Baker , "T he 90(' Stamps of 1860, 1861, & 1867; '
Chron icle 48:36; Frank Levi , Jr. and J. David Baker , " Add itions to the Listing of Known 1861
9O¢ Covers," Ch ronicle 58:66 ; .J. David Baker, "Classics Corner," Til e American Philatelist , Vol.
82, p . 1099 (Decem ber 1969) ; W. K. Herzog and Charles J. Starnes, private commu nication :
R. M. Searing, "9 0¢ (1870-1888) Stamps Used on Covers," Ch ronicle 88:244.

2. George E. H argest, History of Letter Post Communicat ion Between th e U.S. arid Eu rop e,
Smi th son ian Stu dies in History No.6, 1972.
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The b est estimate of th e numbe r of 241 1869 stamps issued to the post offic es is
235,250.a

Som e estimate of the prob abl e numb er of sur viving 24¢ 1869 covers ca n
b e obtained by correlation with an eq ua lly rar e stamp for which the number of
covers has been documente d . The 1976 Scott Specialize d Catalog prices both
24d 1869 an d 901 1861 cov ers at $2000, wit h 66 covers pr esentl y on reco rd for
th e 901 sta mp. " Assuming th e data are accur ate and th e mark et for the two
items is comparable, fewer th an 70 sur viving covers should be expected show­
nig th e 241 1869 stamp . The accom panyin g listing shows 62 such cove rs, a good
corr elat ion.

T able I lists 241 1868 uses on domestic covers. Of the Ul domestic
covers recorded, eigh t are registered uses (all on legal enve lopes) and th e re­
maining covers show various multiples of the 31, rat e, genera lly used on large
envelopes or refolded wrappers. (Fo r the purposes of comple teness, we defin e
"cover" in th e broad est possible way, to include any piece of Inper th at passed
through th e mails, so long as it hears one or more stamps, th e address, and the
appropriate postal markings.) Cur iously, only one of the domestic covers is
dated 1869. Eight ar e dated 1870 or later and len cannot be assigned
a ye ar-date. Three of th e dom estic covers or igin ated in the \ Vest, five in th e
South and six in th e East. None were sen t from the Nor th, othe r than from
northern locati ons on th e east or wes t coasts. Only two of the covers were sent
west ; four went eas t , nin e went south, and two \~'ent nort h. Fo r one cover the
destination is not kn own.

Figura 1. Large official envelope from Trenton, N.J., to Red Bank, N.J. , showing "State of New Jersey," "De·
partment of State ," w ith s ingle copies of the 3¢ , 12¢, and 24 ¢ 1869 stamps , pay ing 13 times the 3¢ domestic
rate. Date and year not known .

Figure 1 shows a J3'\3<1 domestic cover with the :J~ ¢ ma de up by a
241 , a 121 and a 31 1869 stamp. Th e cover was posted in Trenton, N.J. (the date
is unfortunately unclear ) and sent to Red Bank. Th e legal-sized enve lope shows
th e overall corner design of th e state of New Jersey, Department of Sta te, in­
corporating th e sta te seal an d mo tto. Th is att ractive cover is from a relatively
recent find. .

F igure 2 shows 271 in dom estic postage paid by a 24d 1869 stamp and a
31 Banknote, postmarked New Orleans Aug 14 and addressed to th e Clerk
of th e Di strict Court, Vermillionville, La . The pencilled "HJ 1.5" at upper left is
likely a registry marking. in whic h case th e 271 would represent 4x31 plu s
the 151 registration fee. However, there is the possib ility that th e "1915" is a
non-postal addition to th e cover. in which case th e cover would likelv be a
9x31 domestic usage. .

3. ' ViIli am K. H erzog, " Quanti t ies of Sta mps Issued During the J869 Period : Some New
Conclusions, " Chronicle 89:31. .

4. , V. K. H erzog a nd C. .J. Sta rnes. priva te comm un ica tion
44 Chron icle 93 ! Februa ry 1977 ! Vol. 29. No. I



Figure 2. Refolded wnpper from New Orleanl to Vermilionvllle, La., with 24¢ I B69 plul 3, Benknote.

The cover shown in Figure ~~ was lot 711 in the second Hessel sale. It shows
three 24¢ 1869 stamps, a pair and a single, paying 24 times the 3¢ domestic
rate, on a large refolded blu e paper wrapper, apparently hand-made, addressed
to the Clerk of the Circuit Court at Lexington, Kentucky. Only one cover is re­
corded bearing mor e than three 24¢ 1869 stamps, thi s being th e remarkable
Davis cover to Lima (see Table 11) bearing five 24¢ stamps (plus a 12¢).

Figure 4, also from th e Hessel collection. shows an int eresting territorial
use of a single 24¢ 1869 stamp. Thi s is a registered use (the registry marki ngs
do not show clearl y in the ph oto) in which th e 2/!¢ stamp pays th e 15¢ registry
fee plus 3 times 3¢ domestic postage. The cover is postmarked Santa Fe May 8
and addressed to Fort Garland, Colorado. New Mexico joine d th e un ion in 1912
and Colorado in 1876, so this cover represents a full y territorial use. It is th e
only territorial use of a 24¢ 1869 stamp recorded in this stu dy.

The read er will note that the penultimate item listed in Table I is a cover
to Paducah bearing a single copy of the 24¢ 1869 invert. This cover is believed to
be unique and is th e source of the on-cover listin g of thi s stamp in th e Scott
Speciali zed Catalog. We had hoped to publish a photo of this cover to accom­
pany these words. However, the cover was recently sold, and we have not been
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Figure 3. Blue wrapper, apparently hand.mede, mailed to the Clerk of the Circuit Court, Lexington , Ky., beer.
ing a pair and a lingle of the 24¢ 1B69, pay ing 24 times the 3, domeltic rate. No date, town, or yeer of origin.
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Figure 4. Registered use of 24¢ 1869, from Santa Fe, New Mexico Territory , to Fo" Garland, Colo rado Territory,
daleslamped May 8, no year dale shown. The paymenl presumably is 3 limes 3.. domestic poslage pl us Ihe 15 ..
reg islry fee . This is Ihe only record ed lerrilori .1 cover show ing 24; 1869 .

able to con tact th e new owner. Jf the cover does corne forth , we will publish
a photo in a subs eque nt issue of the Chronicle.

FOREIGN USES
Table II lists 43 covers mailed to various foreign destinations and bearing at

least one copy of the 241 1869 stam p. Almost one third of these covers were
mailed to Peru, most of them from the famous Davis corr espondence from
Port chester, N.Y., to Lima. (Two such covers, both bearing 241 1869 stamps
in combination with 101 1869 stamps, are illustra ted in Chronicle 85.) Eight of
the 43 foreign covers show mul tiple-ra te uses to En gland, an d five covers wen t
to Sp ain. T he rem aining cove rs went to destina tion s in 11 different countries .
In contrast with nearly 30 9Dr,i 1861 covers to China in the previous decad e,
onl y five of the 241 1869 covers wen t to the Orient. Perhaps a large cache of
China covers remains to be uncovered. but a more likely explanation is th at

•
/I

( ,

Fig~re 5. Edg.rtown, M...., 17 Ja!'u.ry 1871, on whaling cover 10 51. Helen., showing Ihe 28; r.l. m.d. by
• songle 24 ; 1869 slamp plus. p... of 2; 8anknoles. Th. London PAID marking shows 31 January 1871.
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Wu nsch col."

SBA records ­
PFNY records-

H essel II /7l1-

Source
SBA records -

Newbury 1/ 636

Wunsch col. s

PFN Y rec."
Au thor-

PFN Y rec."

SBA records e t

Sim my sa le,
6/76, #1 34­
Siege l sale
296, # 67
Siegel sa le
456, # 3W­
Siege l
417/1513­
PFNY reco rd s­
H essel Ill /6 00-

\ V . A. Croz ier-

SBA rec."

refolded cour thse
Ig1 wrap per
Ige wra p pe r , I¢
sta mp m issing (?)
Igl cvr , green town ,
pen dkt 1870
reg; pen dkt 1872

8x3¢ IgI to US Dist. Crt
3x3~ 15¢ tied blk tow n; reg

3x3~ 15¢

9x3¢

16x3¢

15x3¢

9x3¢

3x3~ 15¢

8x3¢ Ige Igl cvr
4x3¢~ 15¢ Igl cvr reg #191 5;

pen docket
5x 3¢~ 1 5 ¢ refolded reg mone y

wrapper ; canvas bag
24x3¢ refo lde d blue court­

hse cvr ; ex Eagle
17x3¢ (?) refolded court­

house cvr
reg; tied circl e
of wedges
INVERT tied to
re folded cvr

13x3¢ De p t. Sta te Ig1 cvr

120

120
114. 120

114, 120

120

120
120

120
120, 147

120,1 47 (2)

120 (3)

120 (2) , 147

120

120b , 147

114, 117.120

NYC/Albany . Ga .

?/ T albot ce., Ga.
?/Nashv ille, T n.

NYC/Albany, NY

Mob ile, Ala ./H ollow. 120 (2)
square, Ala.
Boston / Schoharie, NY 116 (2), 120

Mu rf reesborough,
Tn./?
San Francisco/Oroville

N. Orleans/Milwaukee
San ta Fe, N.M./ Gar­
land , Col.
NYC/Wiscasset, Me.
N. Orleans/ Verrn il­
lion ville, La.
N. Orlean s/ Albany.
Ga .
?/ Lexing to n, Ky.

?/A lpe na, Mich .

SanFrancisco / Down­
ievill e, Ca l.
?/ Pa ducah, Ky.

Trenton, N.J ./Red
Bank, N.J .

---

the transpacific route was opened in the last years of 1869, offering a lower
rate to China and Japan , no longer requiring the use of 24¢ stamps.

Fi gure 5 shows a 24¢ 1869 stamp, along with a pair of 2¢ Banknotes,
making the 28¢ rate to St. Helena. The circular date stamp reads "Edgartown,
Mass ., Jan. 17, 1871." The red credit of 24¢ to England is faintl y seen beneath
the 24¢ stamp, and the red circular London PAID marking shows January 31,
1871. According to the U.S. Mail rate char t for January 1871, 28¢ was the
proper rate per half ounce for letters from the U.S. to St. Helena via British mail
(via Southampton). The cover also bears an ] 1d British marking, probably an
accountancy (or debit) marking.

SUMMARY
Combining the information in Tables I and II , the informat ion on all pres­

ently recorded 24¢ 1869 covers is summarized in Tabl e III. Fully half of the
listed covers originated in New York state, with the remaind er from 17 cities
(with seven unknowns). Eight covers show multiples of the 24¢ 1869 stamp,
compared with 20 covers that show a single 24¢ 1869 used by itself , and 33
covers showing the 24¢ 1869 used in combina tion with oth er stamps.

As seems tru e of all of the higher value 1869 stamps, 1870 use seems the
most common. Of the 62 covers in th is study, 19 show 1869 and 24 show 1870 use.
The years 1871 and 1872 are each represented by two covers, and for 15 covers
th e year dates are not known.

April 7, 1869, remains the earliest recorded use for the 24¢ 1869 stamp.
This cover, which also bears a lOti 1869 stamp, was illustr ated an d writte n up
in Chronicle 87.

The record ed covers showing the 24¢ 1369 used in combinat ion with
other 1869 stamps number 27, and include a numb er of covers bearing three and
even four different 1869 stamps. (For this reason, th e sum of th e covers in th e

TABLE I
24 ¢ 1869 STAMPS ON COVER-DOMESTIC USE

Date Origin /Dest inat ion Stam ps Rate R emarks
4/23/69 NYC/ Mobile, Ala . 120 8x3¢ courtho use

legal cover
3x3~ 15 pe n docket 3/9/70

9x3¢ tied blk cork on
red uce d Igl cvr

120. 147 (2) 5x3~ 15¢ re duced Ige cloth
env ; reg; dkt 5/13/7 0

3x3~ 1 5¢ reg Igi cvr

3/9/70
3/ 17/70

5/?/70

2/1/?
5/8/?

9/27/?
10/ 14/?

12/1 0/?

7/1 3/70

9/8/70

?/ ?/70

?/? /7 0

?/?/72

I. Beli eved to be same cover as lot 251 in Siegel sa le 204.
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TABLE II
24 ¢ 1869 STAMPS ON COVER-FOREIGN USE

10/ 20/ 69 Savanna h , Ga .zL iver­
pool , Eng .

8/3 1/69 NYC / London

9/7 /69 NYC/Cadiz, Spa in

9/? /69 NYC/Lima, Pent

7/ (6) / 69 NYC /Paris

7fl4/69 NYC /London

7/20/69 N. Orleans/London

8/?/ 69 NYC /Manchester, Eng.

H essel Ill / 599 '

PFNY rec"

Ward sale
10/46, #714"
Knapp II /l773·

Knapp 11 /1772"

PFNY rec"

Fox 10/ 62,
#140·
Chr. 85:42·
Brookman
11, 181·
Ch r.85:40·

Sou rce
ChI'. 87: 174·

ChI'. 87:176·

Knapp 11/1774·

ChI'. 8.~ :3 !l ·

PFNY rcc"

Siegel 210
#785·
H essel 11/7 37·

SBA rec"

Hanner 6/5 5,
#600·

Siegel 210,
#786·
Siegel 210,
#783·
Ch r. H5:40

Siegel 313.
#46·
Siegel 410,
#715·

Siegel 409/ 81·

Davis corres; rec
12/ 31/ 69
per Sir "Cu ba,"
London rec 12/ 27
3x72/3 in red
VI strip of 3

R emarks
red 24; London ree.
4/17 /69
Apr or Ma y use via
Sou thamp ton
adv. env (sewing
mach) , hlk cancel
London rec 7/10
Spai n rec 7/14
"sh t I' d ," du e " 16" ;
rcc 6/14/69
" insu ff I'd," du e
" 16," hlk star can.
eire wedges can ;
Lon don I'd, 7/24
NYI'D " 19," open
cross can , rec 7/28
eire hearts can;
per " R ussi a "
red NYI'D " 19," rec
London 9/12
per "China" ; rec
Spain 9/22
red "24 ," Panama
pmk 9/ 24;
pen dkt IOfl
Liverpool I'D , red
NY I' D ALL,
blue can
red NYI'D " 12,"
blu e Fr. rec
red NYI'D

34('

28¢

28¢

28tf

25¢

36¢

Ra te
34¢

34t,'

2x12 ¢

2x24 ¢

2x 15¢

2x15¢

2x 12¢

2x 12¢

2x 12¢

2x12¢

H¢

34¢

2x 12t,'

2x15¢

2xl2tf

34¢

34¢

3x34¢

SF I'D pm k, lOti
stamp mi ssing
red "8 ," blue rec
pmk, d ue IO¢
red "32" via Mar­
seille, Lo ndon I' D

34¢ or per str "A laska," SBA SS
10+22¢ red " 12"; overpaid ; p hoto 77·

from NY 4/ 5/70
2x22¢ red " 12," str dk t;

2¢ stamp missing?
2x22ti red "24 ," crayon "2"
2x22¢ red "24 ," over

"48"; pen dkt 6/1
2x22¢ red "24," dkt 6/ 8;

Davis Corres.
London rcc 7/22 ; Brookma n
red I' D 11, 181·

6x22¢ pen d kt 7fl ; red Brookm an
NYI' D 11, 180·

2x22¢ dkt 7/9; red credit H an n er Rooke
mark 5/61, #100·

2x22 tf red NYI'D " 12," Harmer Rooke
dkt 8/ 8/70 5/61 , #99·

4x6¢ Ige Igl wrapper Fleckens tein
London rcc 7/ 11 col. 123
red "24," London Brookman
rec 8/19 11, 179·
red NYI'D "24," red Harmer II / 56,
" I"; 2¢ LOrn # 152·

3x22¢ red NYI'D "24," dk t H armer Rooke
1870 5/61, #93·

120

120

120

120

116, 120

Stamps
116, 120

120

116, 120

116,1 20

116, 120

119 (1\12 ) ,
120 (3)

(15¢ torn)
120

112, 120

117, 120

116, 120

120

116 (2) , 120
113,11 4,
119, 120

116 (2) , 120

113 (2) 120

117, 120 (5)

113,115,
II7, 120
113, 115,
117, 120

120

114 (2) , 120

120

120

120 (2-VP)

120

120

120, 146 (2)

120, 146 (2)

120 (2) ,
148, 151

115, II 7,120

N. Orleans/Paris

?/ Buenos Aires,
Argentina
Por tch cster j l.ima

Portch ester / L ima

Portch est er / Lim a

Port ch ester / Lima
Por tch ester / Lim a

Louisburg, N.C./Lon­
don
Baltimore, Md ./
Barce lona, Spa in
;\,YC/Singapore

Port chester /Lima

Portchester / Li ma

Origin / Destinat ion
NYC/Shanghai

NYC/ Hongkong

NYC /London

NYC/Cadiz, Spa in

NYC/Paris

Port chester /Lima

San Francisco/
Tacna, Arica, Peru
Boston/ Rosario,
Argentina
NYC/Yokohama,
J apan
Cu ba-NYC /Lima

Washington , D.C. /
\ Vorcestershi r e, En g.
Por tch ester , NY/
Lima, Pent
NYC /PI. SI. Mary 's,
Spain
Portchester, NY /
Li ma, Peru

1/ 4/70

1/21/70

1/ 28/7 0

2/20/70

3/ 19/70

4/5/70
5/4/70

5/20/7 0

5/31/70

6/3/70

6/20/70

7/20/70

7/?/70

8/5 /70

8fl8 i70

9fl9/70

I l fl / 69

11/2/69

12/4 / 69

12fl6/69

12/ 20/ 69

Date
4/7/ 69

5/? /69

5/22/ 69

6/29/69

7fl/ 69
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Date Origin/Destin ation Stam ps Rat e Rem arks Source

10/3/70 Portchester/ l. im a 120 (2), 3x22¢ red "13," cra yon Siegel 468/101 •
151,146 (3) "36"; rec I I /3

1/17/71 Edga rtown, Ms./ 120,1 46 (2) 28¢ red NYPD "24 ," Easte rn col."
St. Helena London rec 1/ 31;

" l i d"
4/11/71 Osaka /Yokoh am a, 114. 118, 120 42¢ per "Oregon ian ," Ward 1/44 ,

J apan interconsular mail #490·
5/2/7 2 N. Orleans/B arcelona . 120,1 47 (2) 3x IO¢ (?) di rect mail C. Hart

Spai n
mournin g cvr via Kna pp 11/1776·4/4/? Yonkers , NY/ Belgium 65, 120 27¢ (?)
Am stmr

11/ 25/? Nashv ille, Tn.r 115,1 20 2x 15¢ (?) eire wedges can . PF NY rec"
Switzerland

NYC/Valparaiso, 116,120 34¢ red " 12," per stmr Siegel 210/784
Chile "Alaska"; "25" (?)
?/ Ire land 117,120 3x12¢ front only Chr.50: 119

(both SE)
Knapp II fl775·Bostori / Ch efoo , Chi na 113 (2) , 120 28¢ via Lon don-Malta :

ret to sender

TABLE III
SUMMARY OF DATA FOR THE 24¢ 1869 COVERS

Destination Origin Stamp Use Year

Dom estic 19 New York City 19 24¢ invert I 1869 IY
Peru 14 Portchester , NY II 24¢ alo ne 20
Eng land 8 Unknown 7 24¢ multiples 8 1870 24
Spai n 5 New O rleans 6 24¢ in comb. wit h:
Franc e 3 Boston 3 1871 2
Argen tina 2 San Francisco 3 I¢ I
China 2 Baltimore I 2¢ 6 1872 2
J apan 2 Cuba I 3¢ 5
Belgium I Edgartown, Ms. I 6¢ 4 u nknown 15
Chile I Jap an (Osaka) I IO¢ 10 62
Hong Kong I Lou isbu rg , NC I 12¢ 7
Ireland I Mobil e, Ala . I 15¢·I I
St. H elen a I Mu rfreesborough I 15¢-11 2
Singapore I Nashville I
Switzer land I San ta Fe, NM I other issues

G2 Savanna h , Ga . I (Scott #)
Tren ton, NJ I 65 I
Yonk ers, NY I 136 I?
Was hington, DC I 146 4

62 147 6
148 I
151 I

"STAMP USE" column in Table 111 is grea ter than the whol e number of
covers.)

A total of 12 covers shows the 24c;t 1869 stamp used in combination with
stamps of other series. Eleven of these show Banknote stamps (six of them the 3c;t
green #147) and the lone remainder, ex Knapp, shows a 3c;t 1861 used with a
24c;t 1869 on a mourning cover to Belgium. Conceivably, this cover was posted
at the 27c;t Belgian closed mail rate via England, eve n though th at rate was
not available after the first of 1868. Conceivably too, a 24¢ stamp of the previous
series was removed from this cover, and the 24c;t 1869 put in its place. Examina­
tion of the cover itself would probably tell the story. Does anyone know where
it is?
1869 NOTES
• Hint from Heloise: 1977 will be a special year for those who fancy the

postal history of the 1869 period, because the calendar for 1977 is precisely
the same as the calendar for 1870- when so many of the 1869 stamps were used.
Thus, to confirm a Tuesday sailing date on an 1870 cover, or to ascertain what
days in 1870 were Sundays, one need only refer to the 1977 calendar. For
the record, the calendar for 1869 is the same as 1971 or 1982; and the calendar
for 1871 is the same as 1967 or 1978.
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AMERICAN PHILATELIC MISCELLANY
Introduced and Arranged by

Susan M. McDonald

This an tho logy, conta ining repr ints of th irty art icles originally published in

The Stamp Specialist between 1939 and 1948, retr ieves w ritings of past philatelic

giants and acquaints the reader with some less familiar names. (Authors include

Stan ley Ashbroo k, Richard Cabeen, Harry M. Konw ise r, and Frank Staff .) The ma­

jo rity of the articles, which have been grouped accord ing to subject matter, are still

va luable , but others are of interest mostly as curiosit ies. In her foreword, Susan

M. McDona ld evaluates these articles in the lig ht of current information so that the

reader will not be misled . McDonald also gives sources of current information on

the sub jects and briefly di scusses some of the authors. This 592-page hardcover

volume contains someth ing of worth and inte rest to almost every collec tor of nine­

teenth century United States stamps or postal history .

$40.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
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?~~~~I~
, , Borrow with confidence '
, In any emergency, borrow ~

the money you need at ~

I,Edt'lmal."S' Use your collec- IM tion as collateral and still
retain complete ownership.

~ At Edelman's. you can rN.
• obtain quick , confidential ~

~
. -. loans for any amount up 1M'I': to 80% of the value of I
~ your properties - from

$50 to $50,000 and more .
rN..~ ~rite t~day for further ~
:MJ information. 1iJ]

I ede/mon 's ~I
rN.. 301 Old York Road ~
1Ml Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ~

iB (Suburban Philadelphia) :M

.~~~~
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1847-1869 ISSUES
STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hili., N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
REPORT
of the

POSTMASTER GENERAL
A wealth of data for the postal history student and cover re­
searcher. Information includes new postal issues, steamship con­
tracts to Europe, Central and South America, Panama and Cali­
fornia, copies of the postal conventions with foreign countries,
steamboat and railroad contract routes and much more .

1855, 1856 (248 pages) $ 8.00
1857, 1858 (308 pages) $1 0.00
1859, 1860 (280 pages) $1 0.00

The years 1859-60 will not be available until spring.
The years 1847-1849 and 1850-1852 are sold out.

These reprints are punched for a small 3-ring binder and have
card covers.

Order from :

THERON WIERENGA, 337 College Ave ., Holland, Mi. 49423
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
MORE ON THE SECRET MARKS
Some of th e ea rly stude nts of the Bank Note issues adva nced the th eory

that the secret marks on the 1873 Continen ta l issue were put on th e dies by th e
Nationa l Bank Note Company as cancellation marks before turning them over
to the Continental Bank Note Company. Oth ers contend that the secret
mark s were put on by Continenta l after receiving the dies from Nationa l in
order to distingui sh its pr intings from those of National in case of any dispute
as to quality, deliver ies, etc.

In Sloane's Column, a compilation of his weekly articles in Stamps Magazin e ,
pp. 248-249, George Sloan e rather clea rly demonstrated that the secre t marks
were put on th e Nation al dies by Continenta l engravers. His conclusions were
based on his examination of a number of large die proofs of the Bank Note
issue s, including two die proofs in blu e of the I d. 1870 as engraved by National.
He reported that one pr oof was signed by the engraver, A. ,V. Cunningham,
but the other proof, also with Cunningham's signature, was a proof impression
pr esumably taken after th e Nat ional die had been delivered to Continental and
the secret mark added. Sloane's article went on as follows:

T h is latter I¢ di e p roof had th e "sec ret mark" in th e pea rl at left ad joining
th e numeral " I " wh ich, of course , is fam ilia r to all U. S. collec tors. In addition to
Cu n ningham's signature th er e was this sign ifica nt inscription: "Secret Mark put
o n by Chas, Skinner." I have no do ubt tha t thi s inscri pt ion is in th e han d of Cha rles
Skinner. (Jus t by wa y of inci de n ta l comme nt it is inter esting to not e tha t th e
term, " secret mark ," was not a designation later devised by stamp collectors , hu t
apparen tly was th e expression of those engravers who worked on th e dies.)

Now, the po int of th ese notes is th is: In recent years we have bee n told thaI
th ese were no t "secret marks," added to the d ies by the Continental Bank Note Co.
(in order to d istinguish their work fro m the earlier pri n tings hy the Nat ional
Bank Note Co .) but that th ey were "cancellat ion" marks added to th e di es by the
Na tiona l before turning the m over to th e new contractors, the Con ti ne n ta l Co.

I have quer ied Clarence W. Brazer , lead in g au thority on U. S. proofs, as to
Ch ar les Skinner. Mr. Brazer replies tha t he cannot reca ll that Skin ner ever
engraved for the Na tio nal Ban k No te Co., (who were formidab le compe t itors of
th e Continental Co .) , and add s tha t Skinner was a Con tine n ta l engraver unt il
1879, wh en th e Continental Co. merged with th e America n Bank Note Co . Skinner
went along to the American Co ., and was th ere until 1893 and perhaps lon ger.
While this evidence I p resen t may not he conclus ive , it would seem th at th e
"secret marks" were placed on th e dies by the Con tine n ta l Co., and that they were
1I0t " cancellation" ma rks added to th e di es' by th e Na tiona l Co., before delivery.
DOUBLE PAPERS
A number of the Continental printings are found on double paper, an

experime nt based on a patent by Charles F . Street to discourage or pr event
re-use of stamps . The printings were repo rtedly mad e about 1876 according to
th e Coin and Stamp Journal for Janu ary, 1877. Th e patent consi sted of a thin
surface pap er backed up with a thick er pap er, the idea being that any att empt
to remove a cancell ation would destro y the surface layer. It is fairly common
on the 2¢ and 3d. denominations of the 1873 issue an d has been reported also
on the l ei , 6¢, 7¢, 10d.. ,30¢. and the 21. and 5¢ of 187,5.

In th e December 4, 1~76 issue of Stam ps a fine used cop y of the 30¢ with
a Phil at elic Foundation cer tifica te is rep orted with a sales tag of $1,950. Al­
though thi s may seem quite a pr ice for a variety, the item has already been sold.
It is pictured both with the upper left edge folded back to show th e double
paper and without. The double pap ers can be distin guished by th e color of the
ink which does not print as clearly on the th in surface pap er and the muddier
look of the thicker paper wh en held up to the light. It resembles soft pap er in
appearance but is not as mottled . Known examples should be studied to be­
com e proficient.
52 Chron icle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29, No . I



,,;;1-
\ .-.0, ',.

1873 30" Cont inental pr int ing, with doubl. paper, tho only used copy know n. Right ha nd photo shows tho thin
surhc. paper turn ed back to reyeal the th icker pap er be low .

Only two 1870 National printings are reported in Scott's 1977 Specialized
U. S. Catalogue on double pa per. Strangely en ough one is th e 24¢ den omination.
The other is reputedly a 6¢ Na tional, but th er e is no other indication th at Na­
tional may have tried doubl e paper . Perhap s at last a way has been found to
identify a true Continenta l pri ntin g as th e double paper was ap parently on ly
used at least th ree years after the last Na tional printings.
USE IN YOKOHAMA OF U. S. DEPARTMENT STAMPS
The discovery by William A. Sandrik of W ashington, D. C., of the only

known example of Uni ted States Dep art ment stamps used in Yoko ha ma has
been reported. The cover , which is pictured below, was rec en tly auctioned b y
the Waverl y T rading Co . which has fu rnished th e followi ng deta ils.

The cover b ears two copies of the 1873 10¢ Treasur y Departmen t sta mps
(Scott # 077). The stamps are tied by a bl ack cork cancel and by a black
"YOKOHAMA JAPAN DEC 16" dat estarnp used by th e U.S. Consular Post
Office at Yokoham a. The enve lope is imprinted "Treasury Dep artment/Fourth
Auditor's Office/Official Business" in the upper right corner. There is an addi­
tional blue handstamp "Fore ign Mail /W m. O. Aver yj Chief Clerk U.S.T. D."

U3rtn.nll.tU IDfl1 lwfmftli.
FOf·RTII ." 'IIITOIl ' S orre cn,

OF f,CI..\J, nUSINESS.

\

Recently dis coye red COYer showing 'he on ly know n e"ampl. of the us. of U.S. Depar tme nt stomps from tho U.S.
Consular Post Office It Yokohama , Jap an.

The cover is addressed to Master G. P. Colvororesses on board th e U.S.S.
Ashuelot at Hong Kong, China. No ta tions on the reverse indicat e th at th e en­
closed letter re lated to Co lvocoresses's food allowances . The addressee had a
long career in th e Na vy, last ing un til ]907.
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The Postal History of

YUKON TERRITORY
Canada

Robert G. Woodall
As the result of many years of research by the author (a smaller version was

published privately in 1964), the postal history of Canada's Yukon Territory is pre­
sented in narrative and tabular form in this 272-p~ge hardcover volume. Part one
relates the history of the area before the Klondike gold rush from the first incursion
of trading compan ies in 1843, through the establishment of the first Canad ian post
office in the Yukon territory in 1894, to the Klond ike gold d iscovery of 1896-97. The
rap id e xpansion of the mail ser vice du ring the go ld rush period of 1897-1900 is
deta iled in pa rt two and the improveme nts made du ring the twentieth century are
covered in part three. All possible methods used to carry the ma il-dog sled, canoe,
steamer, railroad, and airplane-are discussed. The fourth sect ion contains the cata­
logue with codes for the main types of postmarks and a list of post offices and thei r
postmarks . An index is also included .

Illustrating the text are 1 halftone and 3 line maps; 12 pages containing
illustrations of postmarks; and 50 halftones of cove rs, postcards, letters and other
items of interest to collectors. This book is a useful guide for those interested in
the postal history of Canada and British North Ame rica or the history of the far
north .

$25.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01899
FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED

send SOi in stamps for illus­
trated price list of choice 19th
century cancels: both on and
off cover.

approval selections also avail­
able to USPCS and APS mem­
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
54 C
ASHBROOK

SPECIAL SERVICE
I have a few high quality reprints of this

excellent philatelic study of stamps and

covers of U.S. The original service sold

for $700 and was available to only a

few. The reprint is on bond paper and

the reproduction of the text and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused with the inferior copying

machine reproduction made several years

ago and which sold for $200.00.

PRICE $200.00

William O. Bilden Co.
Box 24026

Edina, Minnesota 55424
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WHEN YOU HAVE
STAMPS TO SELL:

Contact the professionals offering

all of the seroices that discriminating

Collectors, Investors and Dealers require.

PUBLIC AUCTIONS: Each year we offer over 15,000 carefully
described lots of U.S., U.N., FOREIGN stamps, and Postal
History at unreserved public auction.

DIRECT PURCHASE: We are active buyers of individual stamps,
entire collections or estates. We will travel for worthwhile
philatelic holdings.

PRIVATE TREATY SALES: Valuable stamps, .covers and philatelic
properties or complete collections may be consigned to us for
private sale.

Write describing your material, for shipping instructions, com­
miss ion rates and / or minimum req uirements. Include yo ur ad­
d ress and te lephone number. Ship stamps only after our
confirmation.

OUR NEXT AU CTION CATA LOG SENT BY 1ST CLASS MAIL

- 75c. (WITH PRICES REALIZED - $ 1.50). 1 YEAR SUBSCRIP­

TION TO CATALOGS & PRICES REALIZED - $8 .50. OVERSEAS

$1 2.50.

Licensed Bonded Auctioneer

New York, N.Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 662-2777

536 West 111th Street

WatlJms QL ~dIiff, Wr., ~ttt.

A
Established 1947
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(l) Feature Cover

Figu,e 1. Cove, w ith RAILROAD WAY ma,king .

W e ar e gratefu l' to Richard Graham for furn ishing an interesting feature
illustration for this issue. In The A me rican Philatelist, May 1975, p. 431, Mr .
Graham presented an in terest ing study on the HAILROAD WAY oval markings,
which have long present ed an int riguing problem to mark ings specia lists. He
pointed ou t that one area of specu lation was that th is marking may have been
applied to all lett ers, not previously postmarked , arriving from trains at the
Detroit Post Office. Origina lly the belief was that RAILROAD WAY was ap ­
plied on ly to letters arr iving from the Detroit & Milwaukee R.R. In conclusion
Mr . Grah am sta tes "Actually, the only way an answer may be worked out
concerning thi s marking is to obtain a record of fur ther covers, which include
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data as to dates and where th e letter actually came fr om, as we ll as where it
entered the mail."

Since that ar ticle just such an example has been submitted by a distinguishe d
postal historian. This cover (Figure 1), which Mr. Gra ham has photogr aphed
with enclosed letter, was written in Ann Arb or, Mich., March 29, 1868. Evi­
dently mailed at th e station, or on th e train, it bears a black sin gle circle
Detroit, Nov. 7 town marking and killer , as well as the RAILROAD WAY
oval. The letter was sent on its way to Seneca Falls, N.Y., probabl y by way of
Michigan Central B.B. to Buffalo.

This combination presents cred ence to the theory that RAILROAD W AY
wa s applied to any unpostm arked letters arr iving at the D etroit Post Office
from trains , as thi s letter probabl y moved over the Michigan Central B.B. from
Ann Arbor to D etroit. By way of interest, th e date discr ep ancy is explained in
the letter by a note th at the letter was pu t in th e mailer's overcoat pocket to
mail and for gotten. Apparently th e overcoa t was put in mothballs for th e sum ­
mer and th e sender discovered th e letter in his pocket when th e first cold
snap occurred in November.
(2) Centennial Railway Post Office
In Chronicle 92 we showe d a photograph of a facing slip used from an

]876 Centennial Exposition B.P .O. car, together with certain surm ises as to its
use. Route Agent Judson Germon reports th at thi s article reflects th e writing of
a railroad president ra the r than th at of a Rail way Ma il Service employee,
which seem s to be a fair pr emi se.

A batch of letters tied together for a destinati on is a "package" not a
"bundle" of mail. He questions th at it wou ld be "u nusua l" for th e Cent ennial
B.P.O. car to have sufficie nt ma il for the Toledo & Ludington route but this
is a moot point to a Michigander. He believes the "package" moved via the
Pittsburgh-Toledo route and th at age nt Hale, whe n working the package,
found no errors in d istribution and stampe d it "O.K.-Hale" wi th a handst amp
carri ed for thi s purpose. He does ag ree that th e return of the facin g slip to
Asst. Supt. Jameson at Centennial was an unusual occurrence and that probably
instructions were in effec t for such special handling as a servi ce check.

Age nt Germon has had 3.'5 yea rs experience in th e Railway Mail Ser vice.
He is a leading expert for reference on railway mail service matters and
possesses an exte nsive lib rary on ra ilway mail. F acing slips an d their use are
covered in th e book A Li fe Span and Reminiscenses of R. M. S. by Jam es E.
White, published by Deemer & Jaisohn, Phil ad elphia, Pa. , 1910, pages 11 and 12.
(3) Remele Catalog
Through th e cour tesy of Mr . Bruce Hazelton we show in Figure 2 a new

tracing of Remele K-1-b (T-M 4-E-2), Kennebec & Portland R.B. Taken from
three examples, thi s marking shows a definite dot un der the letter <CD" and
is not plain as in Typ e K-I -a. This 31 mm . bl ack marking was used in the ex­
amples as follo ws: 5/2/1855 Wat erville , Me. to Lyme, N.H ., 5/ 2/1855 from
West Falmouth to Lewiston, Me. and 7/5/1855 from Richmond to Brunswick.
Me. This completes th e marking shown as partial in th e Rem ele ca ta log .

Figur.2. K·l ·b (4·E·2).
(4) New Catalog
For th e information of our readers it should be rep orted th at th e Mobile
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Post Office Socie ty has completed pub lication of the loose-leaf edi tion of U.S.
Transit Markings Catalog, Vol. I , 1837-1886, catalo ged by your Editor. This 250
page ca ta log contains 3618 full-size illustr atio ns of transit markings together
with a description of th e markings, use and estimated value . It supe rcedes
listings in the Remele cat alog, Towle-Meyer catalog, and u.s.p.e.s. Chronicle
through No. 87 and contains many markings not otherwise listed . For in ­
formation contact W arren Kimball [r., 163 Old Farm Rd., Pleasantville, N.Y.
10570.
(5) Dating Project - Remele Period Markings
In Ch ronicle 88 a listing was ma de of markings A-2 th rou gh D-4 with avail ­

able actual dates of use. Again we urge collectors to report dated markings
uses ea rlier or lat er th an those listed , wit h Remele number of markin g, color
and date wi th year. Only by constant cata loging and reporting of such dat es
can we arrive at a sensible meth od of determining dat es of use for different
types and colors. The present method of listing based on periods of sta mps used
with markings is unreliabl e, imprecise and meanin gless in case of stampless
covers .

Revised Dates for Chronicle 88 Listings
R u nde Cat . N o. US T MC Cat . No . Color Ear ly or Only Dale

A-5-a 9·A·1 blue II· 9-55
black 12·25-63

A-5-b 9-B-1 black 5·23-53
A-6-a 4-C·1 blu e 9-24-51

red 7- 4-50
A·6·b 4-D- 1 blue 12- 5·53

black 12- 5·54
B-12-b 50-A·2 blue 1-31-51
B-12-c 50-A -3 blue 12-25-48

red 1-11-51
ultrama r ine 6-25-52

Late Date
1- 9·57

3- 6-57
5- 8-53
2-17-51

8·26 -62

1- 4-53

i - 4-47

8- 7-55
9-25-50
6-13-53

11-27-52

6- 4·63
11-22-64

Cat. Nos. E-F-G-H-I
8-29·50
3·21-49
9- 5-50
8- 8-49
3-22-48
4-17·54
8·14-60
3-20·58
5-18-60
8-26-62

12·27-59
4-20-60
6·15·50

11- 3-58
3·25·49
1-27-47
5-23-47
8-24-47
4·29 -49
6-13-50

10-31-61
6-13-51
2· 8·65
5-18·68
7-11-67
2; 4-61
8-13·55
6· 5·55

10-18-58
6- I -57

11·27-58
I I· 6-55
4-15-55

12- 7-59

4-A-2

4-B-1

88-B-7
88-S-4a
88·S-4b
88-S·6b
88-S-8a
709·A-2
708-S·5
709·S-2
708·S -3
708-S·8
709·S-5
653-A· I
561-C-1

652-S-1
577-B-1
577-S-1
577-5 -2
577-S-3
81O-S·1
203-C·1

54·A-1
88·A· I
88-A-2
88-8 -1
88· B-2
88-B·3
88-B-6

New Listings for Remele
4-A-1 red

bl ue
red
blue
blue
black
black
blu e
black
black
black
bla ck
blue
red
red
red
red
red
red
red
black
red
black
black
black
black
black
black
black
black
black
black
blue
black

(Con tinued overleaf)

£-3 -a

£ -3·b

s-s-e

£-4-5
G-2-b
G-2-S-a
G-2-S-b
G-2·S·c
H-Y2-5
H -2
H -3
H-4-a
H ·4-b
H·4-c
H -4-d
H ·4·e
H -4-g

H -4-h
H ·4-S·c
H-4·S-d
H -4·S-g
H -4-S-h
I ·I -b
I-I -S'a
I-I -S·b
I-I -S·c
I-I- S·d
I-I- S-e
1-4-a
1-7
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It's number one
with us ...
This beautiful pair of U. S. #1 realized $1,500.00 against
a catalog of $350.00 in our March 1976 auction.

Located in our nation's capitol , Kaufmann's offers
knowledgeable buyers and sellers a superior auction service
featuring outstanding U. S., Confederate and Worldwide stamps
and covers.

Prospective sellers can write for our free booklet How to
Properly Evaluate and Sell a Stamp Collection. Please
include a stamped addressed # 10 envelope.

Buyers, send us your name and address with zip code and
collecting interests to receive our next three catalogs free.

fmann
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7- G-1

592-B-1

753-$-5

554-5 -7
500-5-3

638-A-1 T-19

M-15- p
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(6) New Reportings - Plate I
Throu gh the cooperation of Messrs . Call , Cornell, Hazelton, Jarret t, Kim­

ball , Schwimmer, Turner , and Wyer we are pleased to present another plate
of newly reported route agen t and station markings for the record:
7-G -I : Androscoggin Di vision . Mai ne Central R .R .; 26, b lack, b lue. Ra nkno te. V.
25-5-5: Boston , Concord & Mo ntreal , South La ncaster; 29 y2-20, D. circle (par tia l) , bl ue. 1878.

IV . South Lancaster , N.H. 38 miles north of Woodsville , N .H.-'Vhite Mou n ta ins branch.
753-5-5; Gordon's Ferry, Ch icago , Clinton & Du buque R.R .; 29 - (-) x 22\12-13\12, D . oval (pa r tial),

blue. 1878. IV . Gordon's Ferry, Ia. 14 miles nor th of Dubuq ue , Ia ,
567-J -I: Chicago J et . & Ch icago Agt. ; 27Y2' blue. Banknot e . III.
528-5-5 : Hinton , Ci nci nnati Southe rn Ry. Co.; 30\12-19\12, D. circle (pa r tia l) , blue, 1879. IV.

Hinton, Ky. 52 m ile s sou th of Ci ncinnati, Ohio.
592-B- I : Cleveland & Canton Agt.; 28 (par t ia l) , black. 1882. III.
554-5-7: East Rochester Station, Cleve la nd & Pittsburgh R .R .; 27Y2 x 23, Octa gonal box .

blue. 1869, (wi th 3¢ 1869) . V. Sta tion in Ohio 14 miles so ut h o f Alliance.
500-5-3: Da lton, East Ten nessee & Geo rgia R.R ., R .S. Rush ton , Agent; 35\12-24\12, D. circle ,

black . 1861. VI. Dalton, Ga. 40 miles east o f Chattannoga , Tenn . Possib ly r a il road busi ness
mail usage.

8-E-I: Knox & Lincoln R .R .; 26Y2' black. 1875. IV
0-22-n : Louisville & St. Louis Mail Rou te ; manuscript. 1854 . VI. Used on Ohio a nd Mi ssissippi

Rivers, Route 5103, 650 miles, Louisvill e. Ky.-St. Louis, Mo.
1·5-3 : Lambert Lake, Maine Central R .R. ; curved sh ield (par tia l), blue. 1870, 75, 85. IV .

Lambert Lake, Me., 4 mil es west o f Vanceboro, Me.
7-5-2: Strickland's Ferry, Ma in e Cen tra l R .R .; 30- (-) x 24-14 \12, D. ova l (p art ia l) , blue. Banknote.

V. Station Androscoggin Di v. 39 mil es north of Lewi ston , Me .
638·A- I : Marquette & L 'An se R .R .; 25 \12 . black. Banknot e . 1876. Bla ck " D" killer. V. (Com p lete

tracing) . Not e double misspelling.
T- 19: Mt. C & C--- R .R .; 26J(:z , bl ack . Banknot e. IV. Name of ro u te not ident ifi ed . 2 letters

from Shamokin, Pa ., to Philad elph ia. Po ssibl y rou te 194.
9-E·I : Portland & Isl and Pond Agt.: 26, black. 1881, 83. " E" killer . II. (Co m p lete tracing) .
R-F· I : Ro ckland & Brunswick Agt.; 26Y2' black. 1880. IV.
M-15-p : U.S. Mail Sa turday Even ing Packet St. Natchez , Route 8165; 35\12, b lack. 1858-59.

VIII. Apparen tly an u nu sual ro ute agent marking with na me of boat. This is a rare
com bination . Only marking on stamped enve lope. Vicks burg, Miss.-New Orlea ns, La., 397
miles, Route 8165.

I-B·I ; Vanceboro & Bangore Agt.: 28, black. 1884. III .
340-M- I: Wilmington & Man chester R.R .; 26\12, black. Banknol e. V.
SElUNG OR BUYING
DUALITY U.S.
CLASSIC MATERIAL
WOLFFERS HAS
YOU IN MIND
We would like to help you with your ph ilatelic selling p lans. Our active cus­
tomer and dealer list in the United States and abroad means we know where
in the world to get you top do llar. We offer a choice of direct purchase, private
treaty or public auction. Eight sales a year each supported by one of the most
high ly regarded cata logs in the bus iness . It 's a step you won 't regret, call
collect (415) 781-5127.

Shou ld you be buy ing , catalogs are available FREE at our downtown San
Francisco store, 3 weeks prior to sale date. To rec eive by mail, order now.
Send name , address and $1.

~HARD OOLFFERS, INC. Slamps and Stamp Auc lions

127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
CARRYING THE BREMEN CONVENTION MAIL
BY "CONSTITUTION" IN PLACE OF "HERMANN"

(24 JANUARY 1B57)

WILLIAM K. HERZOG

The Ocean Line steame r Hermann , while en route from Brem en via South­
ampton to New York, was disabl ed at sea and forced b ack into Southampton
on 14 December 1856. Exten sive repai r work prevented Herma nn from re­
tu rn ing to New York in time to make her next sche duled sailing on 24 January
1857. Con sequent ly, there was no sai ling of an Ocean Lin e ship from New
York in January of 1857. This author recently learned , however, that Co nstitutio n
of Compagnie T ran satl antique Belge replaced the dam aged Hermann , and car ­
rie d the Brem en Convention mail (as well as the British Trea ty and Pru ssian
Closed Mail for Southampton ) from New York on 24 January 1857.

The archival documentati on of thi s int erestin g subs titution was provid ed
th rough the diligent effor ts of Route Agen t Jeremy Wi lson. Afte r locating the
original documents in the Postal Services Libra ry, he kindly ma de copies of
them for this au tho r. Verba tim transcriptions of the copies are presented
herewith:

Office of the Ocean Stea m Nav, Co .
New York, J anuary 5. 1857

H on . J as . Campbell , Postm aster General
Wa shington . D. C.
Sir :

The U. S. Steamsh ip " Herma nn " sa iled from Sou tha m pton for thi s por t on th e
3 December. In a terrific ga le on the 9th one of her engines was d isabled and she
was ob lige d to p ut back to Southampton fo r repa irs. She arrived there on the 14th
and her mail s were im media te ly forwarded by th e " Fu lton " an d received here on
the 31st.

In conformity wi th th e schedule approved by you , the "Her mann " was to
lea ve New York o n th e 24th inst. and Bremen on the 21 February. As her repa irs
in Eng la nd , h owever , require abou t two month 's time, she can not leave New York
on th e 24th inst. and I shall therefore instru ct the Cap tain to p roceed at onc e to
Brem en in order to tak e hi s dep arture hen ce on the appointed da y, viz. 21 Feb ­
ru a ry .

As thi s Company has no stea msh ip to send on the 24th inst. with the mails
for Eu rope, I would respectfu lly en quire , if you wou ld give perm ission to omit
that ou tward trip? If not, I would propose to su bstit u te th e Hamburg Steam er
" Bo russia" or the An twerp Steamer "Constitut ion ", wi th either of whic h [ be­
lieve a sat isfacto ry arrangement could be mad e for tak ing ou t the ma ils of .the
24th ins t. to Sou thampton and Bremen .

As th is matter has to be decid ed wit hout delay, [ sho u ld be greatly ob liged
by an early answer, stat ing a t the same time wha t port ion of th e mail mon ey
wou ld be a llowed by the Depa rtmen t.

C. H . Sand , Prest.
[ Not at ion on J anuary 5 lett er :] Mr. Blackfarr/ PMG says he wou ld give th e sea
postages of the mails conve yed: if this is not satisfactor y tha t th e tr ip may be
om itted. H .K.

Off ice of th e Ocean Stearn Nav. Co.
New York , J anua ry 7. 1857

H on . .la s. Campbell , Postm aster Genera l
Wa shington , D. C.
Sir

I have the honor to ackn ow ledge th e receipt of your le tter of yeste rday, by
which you au tho rize me to su bstit ut e the Steam ers " Bor uss ia" or "C onst itu tion "
for th e " H er mann " on th e 24 inst. to convey the mail s to Europe, for wh ich
service you are will ing to a llow the sea postage for .the mail conveya nce .

I now beg to info rm you th a t, a fter som e unsuccessfu l negotia tion s wi th th e
agents of th e "Boru ssia ", I have made arrangement s wit h the consig nee of the
"Const itut ion " to dis patch her fro m this port on the 24 inst. for Southampton and
Antwerp with the mails for Europe . T hose for Ger ma ny will be sent fro m Ant werp
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C. H . Sand , Prest.

to Bremen under th e charge of a special messenger, unless you shou ld give other
instructions res pecting th em .

Office of the Ocean Steam Nav, Co.
New Yor k, January 10, 1857

Hon. James Campbell, PMG.
Sir

In answ er to your lett er of 8 inst ., I beg to inform you , that on making the
arrangement with th e consignee of the Steamship "Constitu t ion " it was agreed with
him, that the mails for Bremen should be sen t on from Antwerp u nde r th e charge
of a special messenger at the expense of th e o wners of the sh ip .

C. H . Sand , Prest.

Po st Office, Philadelphia
January 24, 1857

Hon. J ames Ca mpbell
PMGen '1
Washington, D. C.
Sir

In comp liance with your request of the 12th inst. I have to state that the sea
postage on the mails for Europe, forw 'd per Steamer " Cons ti tu tion ", on th e 23rd
inst. amounted to $132.64.

John Miller , PM .

Post Office, New York
February 4, 1857

Hon. J ames Campbell, PM G.
Sir

In compliance with the instru ctions contained in you rs of the 12th inst. 1
have to report, that the Steamer "Consti tu tion" which was su bs titu ted for the
" H erm ann " sailed on the 24th of January. The sea po stage o n letter s sen t was as
follows :

To Great Britain 10,459 lett ers- sea postage 16,,:
To Bremen 4,896...... 4¢

3,129 9¢
Prussian Closed Mail 2,822 weighing 892 oz.

892
40

356.80

1673.44
195.84
281.61
356.80

2507.69

~Official Endorsement on wrapper containing Philadelphia and New York rep orts:]
. Recognize service of the Ocean Steam Navigation Co . (C. H . Sand, Prest. ) at
$2,640.33, being th e am ount of ocean postages on the mails conveyed from Ne w
York , by the Steamer "C onsti tu tion", on 2~th Jan. 1857, for Southampton and
Bremen , and refer to Auditor to pa y at New York . A. V. B. March 20, 1857."

By incorporating the above self-explanatory transcrip tions with releva nt
information and sailing dates contained on pages 129 and 130 of Professor
Hargest's masterwork, Histor y of Letter Post Communication Between the United
States and Europe, 1845-1875, we are able to present Ta ble 1. This table shows
how the Bremen Convention mails were sent to Bremen during two months
(December 1856 and Jan uary 1857) when there were no Ocean Line sailings
from New York.
ALAN T. ATKINS
P.O. BOX B MILFORD, OHIO 45150 Phone: 513/831.6781

ASDA . APS . uspes . SPA· wes . (SA . usee· APe · -OLD u.S. eOVERi--

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.s. Covers.
W E BUY AND SELL OLD u.s. AND CON FEDERATE COVERS.

M AY W E SEND YOU SOM E CLASSICS?

"Give Your C~ile~tion Our Best"
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Mar. 12, 1857 IE)
Apr. 9, 1857 (F)

Dec. 31, 1856 (A)
Jan. 20. 1857

Feb . 21, 1857

Nov. 29, 1856
Dec. 20, 1856 (B)
Jan . 3, 1857 (C)
Jan. 24. 1857 (D)

LINE
Ocean line
Ha vre line
Ocean line
Collins line
Colli ns line
Compagn ie T ra nsat­
lant ique Beige
Ocean line
Ocean lin e

In conclusion , anyone lucky enough to own a Bremen Convent ion cover
that was mailed from New York on 24 Janu ary 1857, owns a cover carri ed by
Steamer Const itu tion of Comp agnie Transatlant iqu e Beige to Antwerp, and
thence by special messenger to Bremen . Who can report such a cover?

TABLE I: CARRYING THE BREMEN MAILS
NOVEMBER 1856 TO MARCH 1857

SA ILED FR OM N. Y. ARRIVED AT N . Y.
Nov. I , 1856

Herm ann
Washington

SHIP
Hermann
Fulton
Washington
At lantic
Baltic
Constitution

(A) Fu lto n forwarded H e rmann 's mail to New York . after sea dam age forced H erm ann
back int o Sou thampto n on 14 December 1856.

(B) Sin ce th ere were no ma il sailings of Ocean lin e shi ps from New York in December of
1856, p rep aid Brem en m ail was apparently sent as full y p rep aid Pru ssian Closed Mail via Eng­
land. See Figure 82 on page 130 of Professor Hargest' s book on th e tran satlantic mails for a
cover apparently sent in this manner by Atlan t ic on 20 December 1856.

(C) Since th ere were no mail sa ilings of Ocean lin e sh ips from New York in January of
1857 (see Footnote " 0 " for a su bsti tu tio n sa ili ng), pr ep aid Brem en mail was appare n tly sen t as
fully prepaid Prussian Closed Mail via Eng land . Charles Sta rn es acq u ire d an unr ecord ed cover
tha t was addressed to Wurt emburg. Mail ed on 26 Decemher 1856 fro m Michi gan City, Ind.,
p rep aid at 22¢ (the Bremen rate) an d endorsed "Via Bremen ", it received a red "NEW YORK
AM. PK T . PAID 7" credit mar king of 3 J an. 1857. It al so received a red boxed "AACHEN
FRANCO" mark in g a t Aachen. T his cover was apparentl y sent in th e Pru ssian Closed Mail by
Bal t ic.

(D) Constitution ma de the schedu led 24 January 1857 mail sa iling in pl ace of th e da maged
H erm an n . A trip contract was made by special arrangement of th e Postmaster General. It called
for pa yment of th e sea p ostage on Ictt ers carried . Con sti tution sailed via Southa mpton to
Antwerp. T he Brem en mail was carried by special messenger from Ant wer p to Bremen at th e
expense of the owners of th e sh ip .

(E) H ermann was ordered to proceed from Southamp to n to Bremen in order to meet th e
scheduled return trip sa iling date of 21 February 1857.

(F) This arrival date was supplied by Clifford L. Fr iend , who found it in th e N ew Yo rk
T imes.
HAWAII TO SWITZERLAND VIA THE UNITED STATES
CHARLES J, STARNES

The APS September 1975 convention at Columbus proved to be a happy
huntin g gr ound for us foreign mail buffs, both for acquisition of material from
some fin e dealers, and for amplification of our limited knowledge by stu dy
of the many fin e exhibi ts. One of these collection s had nestling in it a rare and
very appealing cover which traveled from Haw aii to Switzerland, and, through
the courtesy of th e owner, C. W. Christian, it is illustrated here.

The sender mailed the letter at the Honolulu post office, where he paid
43¢ for 5¢ Hawaii an postage! and 38¢ in U.S. stamps which were affixed to
the cover-strip of three 10¢ 61 typ e 2, pair of 3¢ 61, and two 1¢ 61s-the red
HONOLULU U.S. POSTAGE PAID applied, and the letter sent on or after
3 Apr. 1865 by private ship (non-U.S. contract ) to San Franci sco. There it was
delivered to the post offic e, which paid the 2¢ ship fee," canc elled the stamps,
applied th e 21 Apr. cds ., and sent it either overland or via Panam a to the New
York excha nge office. There the clerks processed th e letter at the 33¢ Pru ssian
closed mail rat e" to Switzerland-red N.YORK BRIT. PKT. PAlD and "12,"

I. H. A. Meyer , F. R . Harris, et al. , H awaii , It s Stanips an d Postal H istory , The Philatelic
Foundation , N.Y., 1948. This standard re ference work lis ts the po stage rates of H awaii . pp.
400-402.

2. From 1799 and effective throu ghout the classic period , th e ma ster of a vessel. not a
for eign or U.S. mail p acket , deli vering letters from a foreign port addressed to the O.S.• was
entitled to a paym ent of 2¢ per letter.

3. For a survey of the U.S.-Prussian conven tion mail system , see G. E. Hargest , L etter Post
Commun icat io ns , etc., 85-93, 140-144. For a compilati on of U.S. ra tes to Switzerla nd , see ap­
pended table.
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U.S. TO SWITZERLAND RATES, 1848-1 875
3/ 48 7/ 49 e4/5 2 10/52 8/53 4/57 e7/ 57
"45x "4 1x "25

21-5 omit
B
Br .• oA-oB
PCM
Fr.
B-H

PCM
Fr.
B-H
N GU . d.
NGU, em.
Switz.• em. v England
Switz., em. v Bremen

or Hamburg
(I'-or cod e. sec

Chronicle 91:223.)

e1O/ 60 5/63
33

1/ 68
omit

7/57
omit

"27

4/68 1/70 5/7fJ 7/72

omit

omit
omit
"15 "10 - ne

"S ne

Cove, f, om HawaII in Ap, i1 of 1865 to Swillerland by way of San Francisco, en d thence to New Yo,k, whe re
it WI' processed fo r transmission by Prussian closed mall.

the credit to Prussia (2¢ Belgian tran sit, 5¢ CAPU, 5¢ foreign )-and sent it to
Boston for Cunard transit, 24 May, to Liverpool. And thence across En gland and
the channel, via rail through Belgium to Aachen, 6 June, wh ere the letter was
checked agains t the letter bill , and the foreign postage state d, the blue "Wfr 2,"
Weiter franco 2 sgr.-5¢. A series of backstamps shows rail travel from Aachen
via Heidelberg-Basel-Olten-Bern to Neuchatel, 7 Jun.

There remains one niggling matter; was 38r; the correct U.S. postage? A
general tre aty was signed by Hawaii and the U.S., effective Aug. 1850, which
contained sections regarding the exchange of mails between the two countries
when contract mail packets were available. They were not ava ilab le for the
next 17 years , and postal relati ons were dependent upon agreements between
the Honolulu postmaster and the San Francisco postmaster, who occasionally
misin terpreted Washington directives. By these arra ngements, th e Honolulu
office could prepay the U.S. postage (2¢ ship fee plu s the U.S. dom estic rate
from San Francisco) to any point in the United Stat es, and could use the same
method (2¢ ship fee plus U.S. foreign rate from San Francisco) to prepay letters
to destinations which could be reached via th e various U.S. postal systems.
Meyer' illustrates Hawaiian post office notices of 1851 and 1855, which, after
allowing for obvious errors, confirm this policy, and a fragmentary survey
of prepaid postage on via-U .S. covers from Hawaii shows it wa s follow ed until
the ship fee disappeared with the advent of the lO¢ contract rate, 15 Oct. 1867:1

4. Meyer. 19. 52.
5. Ibid ., 70.
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Our cover, then, franked with 38¢ U.S. postage in 1865, could have been pre­
paid with 35¢ (2¢ ship fee plu s 33¢ U.S.-PC~'I rate to Switzerland).

From 15 Oct. 1867 to 1 Jul. 1870, prep aid covers show paym ent of the total
U.S. domestic levy (10¢) plus the U.S. foreign rate to destin at ion . The U.S.­
Hawaiian postal convention, effective 1 Jul. 1870 to 1 Jan. 1882, specified that
the 6¢ Hawaiian postage, which paid to any point in the U.S., plu s the U.S.
foreign postage, was required for prepayment to destinations beyond the U.S.
Review: History of Letter Post Communication Between the United States
and Europe, 1845-1875. By George E. Hargest. Second edition. Published 1975
by Quarterman Publications, Inc. x + 234 pages. Si30.00 from publisher, 5
South Union St. , Lawrence, Mass. 01874.

This second, Quarterman, edition of Professor Hargest's encyclopedic
study of U.S. transatlantic mails incorporates a number of important changes
from the first: several typographical errors and other inaccuracies have been
corrected, some sailing data added , and reproduction of some illustrations im­
proved. A new preface has be en included, as well as a new section on nego­
tiation of the 1857 U.S.-French convention.

The best news , however, about this Quarterman edition is that it makes
this important work available to all philatelists. It seems superfluous to recite
the international honors accorded the first edition- unfortunately quickly out of
print-for Hargest's original research, meticulous scholarship, and masterful
grasp of his subject. Suffice to say, History of Lett er Post Communication is the
essential reference for U.S. contract transatlantic mails. It belongs in the library
of any serious collector of nineteenth century U.S.-wheth er stamps or postal
history.

Susan M. McDonald
[{;-------~

'United ~tates

'Postal 'History

Buying
&
Selling

Richard J. Micchelli
Post Of fice Box 248

Mountain Lakes.N.J 07046

~-------~
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 92

Figure 1. Cover from We.hington , D.C., to Chine in 1866.

The problem cover from Ch ronicle 92 is show n in Figure 1, an official en­
velope mailed from W ashington , D. C., to the Eas t India Squadron at Macao,
China. A number of readers came up with th e corre ct answer th at the free
franking privilege did not apply to international treaty mail. George Turner
and Clifford Fri end wrot e with full explanations of the various markings. The
first mailing was 20 January, 1866, with "FREE" in the W ashington cds . The
cover was returned , and remailed 22 Janu ary wi th 45 cents in postage prep aid
by the thr ee stamps. Cliff Fri end's letter takes th e story up as follows:

The New York exchange office pr ocessed th e cover for carri age ou t by th e
British packet Scot ia of th e Cu na rd Lin e on Wednesda y, 24 January, 1866 to
Eng land. The red "40" indicat es th e proper cred it to the British of 40¢: the U. S.
retaining 5¢ for its share of th e to ta l int ernation al ra te. The red cra yon marking
"I" is th e British accounting mark, indicat ing th at the Colon ial ra te of 1 sh ill ­
ing per V2 ou nce from Sout hamp to n to th e Colony of Hon g Kong had been prop ­
erl y accounted for. Breaking down th e tot al 45¢ ra te , we ha ve-

U. S. in ternal 5¢
British Packet-Sea carriage 16¢
Southampton -Hong Kong 24¢
T ota l 45¢

The total cred it by the Uni ted States to England is 40¢ .
The lack of any markings whi ch would indic at e ot herwise lead s me to concl ude

that the cover was carr ied ou t of Sou tha mp ton aboard a vessel of the Pen insula r
& Oriental Steam Nav igation Co. (the P & 0 ) to H on g Kon g. 1 have no idea wh ich
vessel was involved , or combinati on of vessels, as severa l in term edi at e calls were
necessary before th e cover reached Hong Kong. One th ing is sure, it d idn 't go via
th e Suez Canal, as said Cana l wasn 't op rn during this period of carriage .

This attractive cover, with complete markings and the bonus of th e at­
tempted franking by Wm . Faxon, Chief Clerk of th e Navy Department, cer ­
tainly shows that some oversized covers can be very desirable.

In Chronicle 92 a cover to France was discussed. The last sentenc e in the
paragraph at the top of page 298 should read "to be collec ted from the recipien t."
More information about the "SHORT PAID" marking will appear in th e future,
with illustrations of other covers, possibly in th e Foreign Mails Section . This
Editor is now in agreement with Charles J. Starnes th at th e "SHORT PAID"
was applied in the U. S., and not in Fr ance.
Chronicle 93 / February 1977 / Vol. 29, No. I 67



Figure 2. Cover from Lake Arthur, La., Dec. 13, 1864. First use of a turned cover .
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE
F igure 2 shows th e probl em cover for this issue , it Civil War period cover

used in Louisian a with manu scrip t town mar king of "Lake Arthur ," dat e of
"D ec 13th/64," strip of three of 101 gree n Scott #68 with cut cork killer in
bl ack, and "Paid 301" in same ink as the tow n marking. 1t is addressed to
"Parish of Calcasi eu" and is a turned cover. The secon d usc (not shown) is in
April 1867 with a pai r of 31 rose Scott # 65 tied by "Lake Charles" cds. W ill
our reader s pl ease exam ine th is item cr itically and send explanations promptly
concerning th e cover's "problem" areas. \Vhat is righ t, and what is wrong?
AL ZIMMERMAN

WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
FRANK GODDEN ALBUMS
F.G. DE LU XE-gen uine Morocco leather in d ark s hades of red, blue o r g re en .
Binder is go ld-tooled a nd padded w ith soft-lined d us t-proof slipcase . Sixty page s
g ilt-edged wi th rou nded co rne rs . The F.G. POPULAR ha lf bound in dar k g ree n
lea ther with fifty pages and slipcase . Also the econ o mica l F.G. WARW ICK in d ark
b lue and maroon -fifty pages w ith slipcase .

ALBUM PAGES AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

For illu strated brochure and prices co ntac t:

PHILIP T. WALL
536 WOODVALE DRIVE GREENSBORO, N.C. 27410
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ORGANIZATION

HARMERS OF NEW YORK
are p leased to announce a new record for the

highest amount ever sold in one year by a u.s. stamp auctioneer

$5,776,742
We extend our thanks to the many thousands of buyers and

hundreds of vendors throughout the world who assisted us in

maintaining our pre-eminent position in the philatelic world of

auctioneering .

We hope that we can not only maintain but improve on this

achievement. Potentia l se llers are invited to write for our free

booklet "Modern Methods of Philatelic Se lling". Collectors and

dealers wishing to purchase from the foremost source of top

philatel ic material should request our catalogue application form .

H. R. HARMER, INC.
6 West 48th Street

New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757·4460

NEW YORK LONDON SYDNEY
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