




ROBSON LOWE AUCTION PROGRAMME

May 5 General sale in BOURNEMOUTH

10 SEYCHELLES-The H.V. Farmer collection

10/11 BRITISH EMPIRE-West Ind ies "Specimens", etc.

12 GREAT BRITAIN-Postal Stationery and Revenues

June 2 General sale in BOURNEMOUTH

2 Sale in MELBOURNE

21 OVERSEAS

22 BARBADOS formed by Herbert Shilstone of Texas

23 WEST AFRICA II

24 South Africa in JOHANNESBURG

Unless specified sales are in LONDON

Illustrated catalogues by air from the address below $3 each

* * * * *

Subscription rate cards for all our sales gladly sent on request

Specialised and general collections, rarities, stocks and accumulations, postal

history, locals and revenue stamps will always find the right market in

one of our regular auctions in Basle, Bermuda, Bournemouth, Geneva,

London or Melbourne.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.

V .A.T. No. 239/4486/31

Telex: 915 410 !..
....
.c
"­

The

ENGLANDLONDON, SWl Y 5JZ,

Cables: "Stamps London SW1"

50 PALL MALL,
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SELECTED PROOFS
1845-1863

#9XlTC-DEEP GREEN Large Die (Compos ite of Cplt . Design and Vigne tte) Trial Color Proof, SUPERB,Cat. $250+ + + Net $500

# 10X1TC-GREY BLUE Trial Color Proof on Card, VF·Superb Cat. $110 Net $125

# lTC2- ROSE LAKE Small Die Trial Colo r on Bond, Sm. Natural Thin Spot Appel" VF,Cat. $200 + Net $175

#2TC2-YELLOW GREEN Small Die Trial Color On Ind ia, Superb Ippearing Sm. Thin,Cat. $225+ Net $185

# 11P3a-F.VF, Thin Specks, Cet. $200 Net $125

# 1I P3a- Blk. of Four, VF+ , Rare This Nice, Cat. $1,000 + Net $950

#13P2-SMALL DIE PROOF, Cut Close as Always, VF Cat. $225 Net $250

# 13TC1- BLACK LARGE DIE TRIAL COLOR PROOF, VF Appearing , Sm. Thin in Top Marg in,VERY RARE Cat. $850 Net $850

#36P3-HORIZ. PAIR, VF to Superb Appearing, Small Thin in Left Stamp
EXTREMELY SCARCE Cat. $400+ Net $380

# 38TC5-BLACK TRIAL COLOR PLATE PROOF ON WOVE PAPER, Very Fine to Superb,
Cat. $185 Net $250

#39TCI-BLACK LARGE DIE TRIAL COLOR PROOF, Superb, Very Rare Cat. $850+ Net $950

#43P5-HORIZ. PAIR, Plate Proof on Stamp Paper, Lt. Creases at Left and Small Thin,
Appear. VF, Unlisted, PF Cert. Net $500

#44P5-ftORIZ. PAIR, Plete Proo f on Stamp Paper, Ex. Fine , O.G. Tiny Thin Right Stamp,
Unlisted, P.F. Cert ., RARE • Net $350

#63PI-LARGE DIE PROOF, VF To Superb Appearing, Sm. Thin Cat. $450+ Net $350

#65TC·Aa-BLUE TRIAL COLOR PROOF ON BOND, Imperf, Superb Net $85

#68PI -LARGE DIE PROOF. VF To Superb, Fresh and Altraclive Cat. $475 Net $425

# 72P2a-"PAN PACIFIC" Small Die Proo f, Vf Appearing, Thin and Tiny Sta in,
only 3·5 printed, P.F. Cert ., Cat. $400+ Net $325

#78PTC5-IMPERF PLATE PROOF On Experimental "FRANCIS PATENT PAPER"
O.G. Superb Appearing, Lt. Vert. Crease Net $85

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U. S. STAMPS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with Referencel
Inltallment Payment Terml If Delired - (No lnterest or Carrying Chargel)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523 -2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, pu blished quarterly in Feb., May, Aug ., and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Society, Inc.. at 2030 Glenmont Av e.. N. W., Canton. Oh io 44708 . Second class postage paid at Canton.
Oh io 44711 and additional mailing office . Subscription price $14.00. Printed In U.S .A.
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John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1010Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone ~ dOh
(202) 638-5658 £ ~n;'/

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auct ion. Our fee is a modest 20%
commiss ion and there are no other charges.

Liberal. interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D. C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection ...
• "' Four Dollar

Columbi an.
Never hinged.
Cal. $1150.

Sold at Kaufmann 's
Aucti on for a record
breaking price of

Ii_iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii~ $3750.

No. 103, 1675
Re-issue.
Cal. $1150.
Sold for $1900.

No. 2. Posit ion
R681. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900.

Some Other
Realizatio ns :
No. 271, tk Dull Brown . NH .. Cat. $20, Sold $110.
No . 296. Plate B loc k, NH . . .. Cat. $1000. Sold 52000
No. 330, 5«Jamesto wn, NH Cal . $50, Sold $170.
No . 401, 1« Pan Pacif ic, NH Cat $950. Sold $110 .
No . 446. 4« Line Pair, NH Cat. $350 , Sold $750.
No. 476. 20, Ult ra. NH , Cat. $70. Sold $200.
No. 403. Plate Block Cat. 52500, So ld $4000.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 - 424-9519

We will sell at Auct ion or buy outright
your quality U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on outr ight
purchases.

If your holdings are exceptionally
valuable , our appraiser can visit you
in your home.

NO.1 Unused
Cal. $700.
Sold for $1600.

r--------------------,
I

I have the following material that I wou ld like Clip th is coupon and mai l it to us. We will contact . I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descriptio n: I
I II calak)g (or estimated) value: $ I
I Name Addre ss I
I City Slalo Z1p Tolephone I
~--------------------~
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THE CARROLL CHASE AWARD
This lovely sterling silver cup, on wh ich the nemes of the ennual winners of the Carroll Ch..e ewerd ..e

to be inscribed, hOI recently been donated to the CI..si.. Society by Bernard Harmer, representing the entire
H. R. Harmer organization. This handsome trophy is housed and displayed at the ciubhouse of the Colledon
Club of New York.
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
To echo the opener of a much repeated joke, "there's good news and bad
news ." First the good news- some of which is evident on the opposite page. The
splendid new Chase Cup has recently been presented to the Society through the
generosity of Bernard Harm er and the H. R. Harmer firm. We are all deeply
grateful for this beautiful sterling silver trophy and acknowledge our sincere
appreciation to Mr. Harm er on behalf of every member for his munificent gift.

Other items of good news are the many fine features in this issue, one in
particular being the promised return of Cre ighton Har t as 1847 editor. Features
of special interest are Bert Christian's article on 3¢ 1861 experimental printin~,
another chapter of the Blauvelt story by John Kohlhepp, Michael Laurence s
thorough discussion of 1869 covers to Denmark and Sweden, and the detailed
account by Charles Towle of the auction of a remarkable railroad cover collec­
tion. Walter Hubbard has prep ared sailing tables of Cun ard Line sailings in the
decade 1850-59; the first installment of the tables and the general introduction
to them appear in this issue. There are also many other interesting articles and
regular features.

Now the bad news: the Phil atelic Foundation has issued a warning that
altered or fraudulent Phil atelic Foundation certificates are in circulation. Th e
method is to delete or alter unf avorable opinions on the certificate, then pre­
pare a photocopy and offer it to a buyer in lieu of the original. Genuine cer­
tificates are printed on security paper and bear a photograph of the item
affixed with the Foundation's embossing seal. Insist on receiving the original
certificate. If you have received a ph otocopied certificate, the Foundation will
check it against their records if you submit it to the m. Bogus certificates may
not fool sophisticated collectors, but they can seriously underm ine collector
confidence and can facilitate the activities of unscrupulous individu als.

Even more disturbing is the alarming increase in stamp thefts . Some recent
large-scale robberies emphasize agai n the need for adequate protection. In
this connection I've recei ved a provocative letter from a collector who- for ob­
vious reasons-will not be identified. Becau se of the importance of this sub ject,
I'm quoting it at length:

Continual articles concerning stamp thefts make me wonder what protection
against th ese losses had th e owner taken ? In sura nce, of cou rse, bu t what else? Steel
or iron safes with combination locks, chains, expensive complicat ed door locks and
inadequate bu rglar al ar ms are not th e answer. Man y coll ectors spend thousa nds
of dollars for their sta mps an d covers but whe n the time arrives to safeguard th eir
property most feel th at th e necessary precautions have been taken or ha ve an " it
can't happen to me " att itude . How wrong they are becom es more ap parent every
day .

I suggest a SUPER BURGLAR ALAR M and I mea n SUPER. The most ef­
fecti ve system presen tly available is "SOUN D PROTECT ION ," one based on a
sound -mon itor ing pri ncipl e th at detects an)' nois e. A trai ned operator , located at
a Central Control Station , di scriminat es between norm al enviro nmental noise and
any unusual sound. When warranted , the police are informed immediately over a
Control Center Tie Line.

"Sound Protection" is designed to apprehend in truders , gives no alarm at the
site of the intrusion , and th e intru der does not know that hi s sounds are being heard
(and recorded) . The police arri ve in ti me to catch th ese intruders before they
cause loss or damage. In my locality, properties protected by "Sound Protection"
show the following resul ts: 85% of all bu rgla rs ha ve been ap prehended on the
prem ises. The rema in ing 15% have ei th er been frigh tened away or commit a
"sma sh and run " robbery with minor loss.

"Sou nd Protect ion " uses a private lin e insta lla tion , called a "Dedicated Line,"
from your home to th e Contro l Cen ter. Even if cut, trained op erators ar e still
alerted. Regu lar telephone lin es, when cut, simply stop working. A "Home" and
"Away " switch is insta lled. Upon leaving hom e, even for a short time, th e switch
is thrown to "Away" and the Con tro l Office notified. Upo n ret u rn, the swit ch is
thrown to "Home ." A Panic Module or Panic Button, which you operate. protects
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you when your system is de-activated. It is a sma ll box th at signals a silent alarm
to your Control Center. The police are advised immediately of the precarious situa­
tion.

"Sound Pro tectio n" operates 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year. Wi th th is type
of security, your insurance rates are lowered, the entire con ten ts of your house
covered and at last you have peace of mind. It took years to build your collection­
why not protect it and rela x?
N.B. I DO NOT sell burglar alarms. I use on e!

Of course, it is possible to keep your stamp collection in a bank vault or
safe deposit box, but at great cost in enjoyment. And most stamp collectors
are also collectors of other valuables too awkward to keep in the bank: paintings ,
books, antiques, silver, rugs, or the like. If you now have at home more than
you can afford to lose, financially or emotionally, then you should heed this
message now.
Review: The Forerunner Foreign Post Offices in Japan, by Ryo Ishikawa.
We are not competent to review this book substantively, the text being in

Japanese. But it commands attention for at least two reasons: the quality of its
color illustrations and the depth of the classic transpacific material it shows. The
author is an enthusiastic life member of our Society whose ties with the U.S.
(he was in the first class of Japanese students to enroll at Harvard Law School
after World War II) show clearly in this work. The book illustrates and de­
scribes over 100 classic covers that passed through Japan. British, French and
U.S. mail services are shown in detail, with fabulous (even unique) covers. In
terms of printing and binding, this book sets new standards. For color repro­
duction of covers, there is no precedent. The only comparison we can cite is the
Royal Philatelic Society opus on the King's collection , but that shows mostly
stamps. Ishikawa's book is similarly expensive (we got ours from Henry Spelman
for $50) and will probably wind up only in the libraries of people who care in­
tensely about such things. It deserves wider peru sal. This book ought at least
to be consulted by every collector interested in the transpacific mails . And it
must be scrutinized closely by all of us who purport to be involved in philatelic
publications , because it shows very dramatically the current state of the art
of offset color reproduction.

Michael Laurence
INDEX for CHRONICLES 45-72
Now available @ $2.00 postpaid from

SUSAN M. McDONALD
2030 Glenmont Dr. NW, Canton, Ohio 44708

Checks payable to U.S.P.C.S.
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

AL ZIMMERMAN

For My Outright Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

A

76 Chronicle 94/ May 1977 / Vol. 29. No. 2



PHILATELIC BffiLIOPOLE
BUILDER AND BUYERS OF COLLECTIONS

The Handbook of

CIVIL WAR

Patriotic Envelopes and Postal History

volume 1

by

Robert w. Grant
The fir st volume of a series to cover all facets of Civil War
Patr iot ic Covers, both Union and Confederate, their manufacture and use.

1977, 250 pages, multip le ring bind ing
(published at $42.50 + $1 .50) $44.50

County System of RFD

Patterns and Postal Markings of the 67 Earliest Systems

December 20, 1899 - June 30, 1903

by

Edith R. Doane

1977, 199 pages, cloth $15.00

NEW AND OLD
Ocean Steam Navigation and the Ocean Post by Thomas Rainey

1977 reprint of 1858 book, 224 pages, paper bound $12.50
Carrying British Mails Overseas by Howard Robinson

1964, 327 pages, cloth $12.00

A Postal History of Sioux City by Inez E. Kirkpatrick
1977, 200 pages, cloth $15.00

United States Stamp Series of 1901 by Bernard Silberberg
1976, 120 pages, ring card bind ing $15.00

Washington Frank lins 1908-21 by Martin A. Armstrong
1977, 11a pages, card $9 .95

Postal Markings of the United States 1847-1851 by Mannel Hahn
1938, 42 pages, card $10.00

Postal Histor ian's Note Book, Part 1 by K.F & V.M. Olson
Notes on cancell ing machines and the cancellations
1974, 60 pages, ring card binding $5.00

Organization of the Confederate Post Office Department at Montgomery
by Peter A. Brannon, 1960, 166 pages, cloth $30.00

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397

~

Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS FROM NEW YORK - PART I
CREIGHTON C. HART

New York state received 38 percent of all the 5¢ 1847 stamps and 41
percent of the 10¢ that were ever issued. Based on the number of 5¢ and
1O¢ covers listed to date, i.e., approximately 6,500 fives and 2,250 tens, I project
the number of 5¢ covers extant to be 10,000 and the number of 1O¢ covers to be
2,500. This includes covers in all conditions from poor to superb, genuine covers
as well as five or ten percent that have stamps which do not belong, some hav­
ing fraudulent postal markin gs.

Based on my years of experience and my examination of a great many covers,
I believe that fake 1847 covers no longer need be troublesome to collectors,
because those faked before World War II are well known or are easily detected .
This has not always been tru e, but it is now. Those fake 1847 covers that came
on the market after World War II (probably beginning about 1948) are expertly
constructed, using as a foundation genuine old stampless covers carried outside
the mail. To these old folded letters or envelopes have been added cleaned 1847
stamps and fraudulent postmarks and cancellations. These covers, so cleverly
done by a knowledgeable phil atelist, deceived some experts and expert commit ­
tees for a time. However, the faker's modus operand i has become so well known
that it is most improbable that such a cover could now slip by an expert com­
mittee or an advanced 1847 specialist. There will be more about this later when
the Bingh ampton covers are discussed.

The only danger remainin g to U.S. collectors from these beautiful covers is
that stamps with desirable cancellations, such as the black herrin gbone grid,
may be soaked from the covers and offered as off-cover items. Europea n collec­
tors should also be alert that such stamps may appear in their future auctions or
dealers' stock, whereas few have been offered there so far. These remarks
apply only to 1847 covers because after World War II covers faked with Con­
federate stamps and later U.S. issues do not have cleaned stamps and other tests
must be used.

In Part I, I will give what information I have about covers from New York
post offices that received fewer than 25,000 stamps. This includes 82 of the
89 post offices. The second part will deal with covers from six of the remaining
seven : Albany, Buffalo , Lockport, Rochester, Troy, and Utica. The many dif­
ferent postm arks and interesting uses from New York City will be the subject
of Part III. Besides townm arks, many other different postal markings were used
in New York state, such as Ship, Steambo at , and Railroad. These will be covered
in Part IV.

You see, "1847 Covers from New York" is a very big subject and, I hope,
one that will have wide interest for all collectors of the U.S. classics. Th e purpose
in choosing covers from the smaller post offices for this first part is to whet
your curiosity about townmarks in addition to the many listed here. I hope our
members can come up with some "new" postmarks. Let s see what our members
and their friends can do. The final part will report information about additional
New York state postm arks supplied by the membership ; please send data to
the editor within the next few mont hs.

The followin g tabul ation of New York state post offices and the net number
of 1847 stamps sent each from Washington is as accurate as the original entries
in the Official Record Book. Previous figures were published by Elliott Perry
in Pat Paragraphs, Robert Truax in Postal Markings, and Henry We nk II in
Transc ription of the Official Record Book. Because several discrepancies were
noted among these authorities, Susan McDonald double-checked and verified
all information against a microfilm of the Official Record Book . The most im-
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portant changes are expla ined in footnotes to the table. My thanks to Susan for
her help. Such information is basic when researching covers from any state and
is essential for our members who may report "new" New York townmarks.

In the final column I have shown in brief information about covers from
each post office. Wh en the notation "one ,'5i-" or "one 10¢" appears under
"Covers Listed", it means that only one 5¢ or 1O¢ cover is so far known from
that post office. Likewise, "5¢ & 1O¢" means that covers bearing each value are
listed for those post offices.

In addition to stamps sent to postma sters, a tot al of 3,100 fives and 600 tens
was received by five route agents at Auburn, N.Y. Some of the se undoubtedly
found their way into the Auburn post office, accounting for the relatively large
number of covers (11) known from there. (Perry's figur es for Auburn were
apparently erroneously tak en from a route agent entry.) Supplies were also
sent to route agents at Alba ny (1,000 fives, 200 tens), Binghampton (200 fives,
100 tens ), and New York City (7,500 fives, 1,000 tens).

As you can see from the last column in the table, postmarks are known on
1847 covers from 49 of the 89 post offices that received stamps from Washington.
It is a surprise that no covers are listed from Greenport that received 5,800
fives. Who can report a cover from there? Franklin and Fulton each received
1,000 or more stamps, and covers from these places should turn up in some
collections.

Figure 1. This white envelope, mailed March 9, 1849, shows the handwrill.n postmark typical of many very
small towns. The stamp is pen cancelled in accordance with postal regulations when no cancelling instrument
was Ivailable.

Covers are also listed from 39 post offices that never received any stamps
from Washington. Robert Morris, postmaster of New York City, was respected
for his knowl edge in postal matt ers and postmasters in smaller towns often wrote
to him for advice instead of to the Postmaster General. Morris 's Letter Book)
contains copies of letters to other postmasters; two of these show why so many
covers bear stamps not ob tained dir ectly from Washin gton. A letter of August 17,
1847, to the postmaster at Hillsdale, N.Y., rea ds as follows:

Yours of yesterda y is received orde ri ng T en Dolla rs worth of Govern ment Post
Office Stamps.

You ha ve misapprehended my lett er to you of th e )2th. If you desir e to be
furnished with prepaid stamps, and have the same cha rged in your account, your
applica tions should be made to the Depart ment at W ash ing/o,1.

If, however , it will accomod ate you, I will forw ard you T en Dollars worth of
stamps, up on your order , enclosing th e am ount in mon ey. T his regulation is
necessary in order to th e correct keeping of my accoun ts .

I. Winthrop S. Boggs, ed itor, Postmas ter Robert Morris of New York , New York: The
Collectors Club, 1960.
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TABLE I
1847 STAMPS

Supplied to 89 POltofflcel in New York

Post office 5, 10, Covers listed

Adams 400 none
Addison ~OO 50 none
Albany 106.400 7,300 5¢ Be 10¢
Amenta ~OO one 5¢
Bainbridge 500 none
Batavia 5.800 2,200 5¢ Be 10¢
Bath 2,500 ~oo 5¢ only
Binghampton lO,~881 ~OO 5¢ Be 1O¢
Buffalo 56,600 21,700 5¢ Be 1O¢
Canajoharie 2,500 200 5¢ only
Canandaigua 2,200 600 5¢ only
Canton 400 50 none
Catskill 400 100 one 5¢; one 10¢
Champlain ~oo none
CorninN 2,200 one 1O¢
Dansvil e MOO 900 5¢ Be 1O¢
Dryden 400 50 none
Dunkirk 400 100 none
EllIcottsville 2,700 1.000 one 1O¢

. Elmira 8,000 700 5¢ Be 10¢
Essex ~oo none
Fishkill Landing 202 none
Fort Plain 500 50 none
Franklin 1.000 100 none
Fredonia 1,500 400 5¢ only
Fulton 1,100 ~oo none
Geneva 7,400 i.soo 5¢ Be 1O¢
Gloversville 700 500 none
Gouverneur 700 150 one 5¢
Gowanda 400 50 none
Granville 400 50 none
Greenport 5,200 none
Green wich 1,000 150 5¢ Be lOt
Herkimer 1.600 ZOO none
Hoosick ~OO 50 none
Hoosick Falls 400 100 none
Ithaca 7,000 100 5¢ only
Jamaica 400 100 none
Jamestown Z,~OO 1,200 5¢ only
Johnstown 700 none
Keeseville 2,400 ~OO one 5¢
Kingston 1.000 50 one 5¢
Lansingburgh 1,200 100 5¢ onllt
Lewiston 900 ZOO 5¢ Be O¢
Livonia 100 none
Lockport 19.100 7,450 5¢ Be 10¢
Lyons 600 100 none
Medina 900 none
Moravia ZOO 50 none
New York8 9~O,OOO 295,000 5¢ Be 1O¢
New York Mills 400 100 none
Newark 2,300 600 5¢ only
Nunda 600 200 one 5¢
Olean 400 100 none
Oswego 5,200 1,600 5¢ only
Owego 2,400 ZOO 5¢ only
Oxford 1,200 150 5¢ Be 10¢
Palmyra 1.800 400 one 5¢
Patchogue ~oo 50 none
Penn Yan MOO 850 5¢ on ly
Phoenix 200 one 5¢
Potsdam 1,400 100 one 5¢
Richland ZOO 50 none
Rochester 46,500 8,500 5¢ Be 10¢
Rouse 's Point ZOO 50 5¢. one 1O¢
Sackett's Harbor 1.000 400 none
Salem 1,200 100 one 5¢
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Post off ice 5¢ JO¢ Covers listed

Salinas 400 50 51t only
Saugerties 200 100 none
Schenectady MOO 51t & IO¢
Seneca Falls 1,200 100 51t only
Skaneateles 1,600 350 5¢ only
Stockbr idg e 300 none
Syracuse 18,200 900 none
Troy 58,400 1,200 5¢ & 10¢
Truman sburgh 1,100 100 no ne
Unadilla 400 50 none
Union Springs 600 200 one 5¢
Utica5 48,400 1,800 5¢ & 10¢
Valatie 200 50 none
Vernon 600 none
Watert own 600 100 one 5¢
Waterville 400 none
Wes t Po int 1,500 2()/l on e 5¢
We st Randolph 300 50 none
West Troy 600 100 non e
West field 1,600 200 5¢ only
Whitehall 5,000 350 one 5¢
Wyoming 400 50 one 5¢

I. Twelve fives re turned 10/ 8/ 49. Bin ghampton ordered stamps from Morris: on 8/17 /47 ,
50 ten s, 300 fives; on 10/ 8/ 47, 50 tens, 300 fives. T hese are not included in above totals.

2. Origin al sh ip me n t 400 fives 5/26/49; return ed 380 between 7/ 49 and 9/49.
3. N.Y. su pplied several ot her post offi ces besides Bingham pt on (note I) . Poughkeepsie

was sent 100 tens 9/ 11/47, 200 fives 11/ 29/ 47 and 400 fives 1/ 24/ 48. Morris sent 100 fives to
Pri nceton, N.J ., 11/ 20/ 47, and to Ridgef ield , Conn., 40 fives 11/ 27/ 47 and 60 fives 12/1 3/ 47.
Since th e Morri s Letter Book ends 2/48, ma ny more such transact ions mu st be unrecord ed. They
would , of course, reduce th e N.Y. City to tal s, but have not been sub tracted in ab ove tabulation .

4. T h is town was overlooked by Perry and erroneo usly combined with Salem.
5. Truax mi stak enly listed su pp lies to Attica-a misread ing of U tica . T he Monroe list ed

by Truax is Mich., not N.Y.
6. Original shipmen t 200 ten s; 180 returned 4/1 5/ 50.

Morris wrote on September 25, 1847, to the postmaster at Sing Sing, N.Y.:
Yours of yesterday is rec'd ,
The larger offic es are su pp lied with Post office prepaid sta mps by the De­

partment and are cha rged for them upon th eir accounts. The small er offices I am
informed purchase the Stamps from th e larger offices, remitt ing the money with
their order.

Lists of New York post offices will be given several times in this article
and collectors must not assume that all covers herein listed, or referred to, are
genuine. Very few of these covers have been expertized; when that information
is known to me, it will be so noted. Most covers are, of course, genuine , but
enough are not to warra nt the exercise of caution.

In parentheses beside each of the 39 New York post offices that did not
receive stamps from Wa shington is given the number of covers known from
that office:

Albion (I) Hancock (I) Pou ghkeepsie (6)
Ald en (10) H yde Park (I) Rome (3)
Ballston (I) Leroy (I) Saratoga Springs (II)
Brooklyn (4) Macedon (2) Silve r Cre ek (I)
Centerf ield (I) Malone (I) Spencerp ort (I)
Clarkson (2) Mannsvill e (I) St illville (I)
E. Sp ringfield (I) Na rrowsburgh (I) Stockp ort (I)
Elizabethtown (I) Newpo rt (I) Su ffolk Cit y (I)
Exeter (I) Niagara Falls (I) Walworth (I)
Gibson (I) Northa m p ton (I) WampSVille (I)
Glasco (I) Norwich (2) Waterford (6)
Gl enns Fall (I) Peekskill (I) Waterloo (I)
Goshen (I) Perry (I) Wh ittocksvill e (I)

Th e practice of buying stamps by one postmaster from another post office
was rather general in New York. This was also tru e in oth er sta tes but to a
lesser degree than in New York. Oft en smaller post offices did not have hand-
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stamp postmarking or cancelling devices ; as a result we find the name of the
post office handwritten and the stamps pen cancelled (Figure 1). These quite
genuine covers-which represent so much early postal history-lack eye appeal,
and are seldom illustrated in auction catalogues or bring high prices.

Figure 1 illustrates a cover from East Springfield, which must have been
a tiny place. According to the Official Register for 1847, the postmaster's com­
pensation was $72.53 and the net proceeds of the office $54.17. The East Spring­
field post office did not order any stamps from Washington; if stamps were avail­
able there, the postmaster may have ordered them from Canajoharie, only a few
miles away. If we visualize this cover without the stamp, we see a cover that
could not have gone through the mail without bearing a stamp. Except for the
stamp, there are no postal markings to indicate either prepayment or postage due.
Postmasters at this time were diligent about applying such markings , because
their compensation depended upon receipts at the smaller offices. A stamp has
to be on this envelope to pay the postage, since it was not carried outside the
mails, although some collectors might mistakenly think it would be easy to add a
stamp and pen cancel it at a later date. Therefore, we determine that this cover
is genuine in all respects.

The cover in Figure 1 was formerly in the Senator Ackerman collection
which Elliott Perry dispersed in 1928, at which time he priced it at $5.00. In
January 1971 it was grouped with two others in a Robert A. Siegel auction where
all three realized only $36.00. If you are not pen cancel shy, 1847 covers with
great philatelic interest can still be had at bargain prices.

Figure 2. If you Imagine this dark brown envelope without the stamp, you see a cover that could hive gone
through the mail with 5¢ due while the 1841 stamps were current or even after they were demonetiled, when
the 5¢ unpaid rate was in effect. Even though tied, the stamp may have been added to a stampless cover.

There are philatelists who have favorite state postal history collections as
a side-line interest. Covers from small or ghost towns appeal to these collectors ,
especially if they have handstamped townmarks and stamps tied . The temptation
to add a stamp to one of these small town stampless covers has been too great
for some collectors and dealers to resist. A careful inspection is justified when add­
ing one of these covers to your collection.

Figure 2, showing an envelope from Wampsville, N.Y., is an example of
such a questionable cover. If you visualize the envelope without the 5¢ stamp,
you see a cover that could have been mailed stampless and collect with 5¢
due as represented by the numeral "5." This cover is from the Miss Julia Noyes
correspondence and my records reveal two other 1847 covers to this same
addressee. We know that some faking was done with this correspondence be­
cause one of the other covers has a diagonal bisect of the W¢ which has been
twice expertized as a fake by the Philatelic Foundation. Another cover is in the
Miller collection at the New York Public Library but it is a vertical half of the
W¢, a very rare bisect if genuinely used. This second Noyes bisect is suspect
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because bisect fakin g is the ear liest kind mentioned in philatelic writings. As
early as 1903 John N. Luff described a fake bisect from Boston.

Most, if not all, mail from many of the small post offices was stampless.
Handstamps for townmarks were a prestige item loca lly-we frequently find
them from post offices which never received any 1847 stamps. Th e Wampsville
envelope may very well have been sent stampless. Th ere are no year dates in
the postmarks of this period so this could furth ermore be a dark brown
envelop e made from wood pulp pap er used after 1851 when the prepaid rate was
3c,i and the unpaid 5c,i , as indicated by the handstamp ed "5."

Dark brown envelopes made from wood pu lp paper (rather than rags)
were just beginning to come into use near the end of the four years the
1847 issue was current. By the mid-1850s these envelopes were common and
were frequently stampless.

A useful way to "expertize" an 1847 cover is to imagine the cover's ap ­
pearance without a stamp. If the postal markings remaining would permit the
letter to go through the mail either collect or prepaid , then caution is advised.
Even if the stamp is tied , you should imagine the cover without it because ties
are easily-and usuall y-drawn onto a cover when a stamp is added . Thi s rather
ama teurish test can be useful for illustrat ions in auction catalogues, etc., as well
as for actual covers.

Amateurish tests , of course, are not expert, thorough, or scientific, so they
are not infallib le. It is important th at collectors be careful not to condemn by
this same test covers that are perfectl y genuine. Althou gh most post offices
did not strike rate marks on letters bearing stamps, a few did. Letters from
Providence, R. 1., usually have a rate mark, even when they bear stamps. The
well known and extensive Ludlow Beeb ee correspondence from Boston to
Phil adelph ia often has postage due rat e marks as well as stamps. In the latter
instance the du e markings are for underpaid overweight letters.

The August Chronicl e will contain the rest of Part I, including an exten­
sive study of a great many Binghampton covers with some surprising observa­
tions about the black herringbone cancellation.

At this time I'd like our members and th eir friends to notice the post of­
fices in Table I with "none" under "covers listed." Please report to me any
covers with these postmarks. Also I call your attention to th e forty N.Y. post
offices from which covers are known but which never received stamps from
Washington. If you have 1847 covers from other N.Y. post offices than these,
please let me hear from you.
YOUR CLASSIFIED AD at only 50¢ a line . Sen d with pa yment to Dale R. Pulve r,
2 84 11 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village , O hio 44140. Next deadli ne June 15 .
FRANK GODDEN ALBUMS
F.G. DE LUXE-genuine Morocco le at her in dark shades of red, b lue or green .
Bind e r is go ld-too led and pa dded wi th soft- lined dust-proof slipcase. Sixty pages
g ilt-edged wi th rounded corners. The F.G. POPULAR ha lf bound in dark g reen
leathe r with fift y pages and slipcase . Also the econom ical F.G. WARWICK in dar k
bl ue an d maroo n-fifty pa ges wi th slipcase.

ALBUM PAGES AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

For illustrated brochure and prices con tact :

PHILIP T. WALL
536 WOODVALE DRIVE GREENSBORO, N.C. 27410
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, ASloc. Editor
MORE 12¢ IMPERF 51 L WITH IMPRINT
(BUT WHERE ARE 31, 41, AND 61 L?)

GEOFFREY BREWSTER
Following upon my articl e in the November 1975 Chronicle (No. 88), two

additional copies of the 1851-57 12¢ imperf Pos. 51 L with imprint have come
to light, making a total of five on record . A beautifully margined copy is il­
lustrated here, compliments of an anonymous phil atelist. Thi s copy presents
further evidence that the plate that printed all the imperforate 12¢ postage
stamps was unnumbered, as there is no trace of a number below the letters
"EN G" of "ENGRAVERS" in the imprint. The other copy is illustr ated as Lot
470 in the auction catalog of Robson Lowe International, Ltd. for April 29, 1976,
in Geneva, Switzerland (the "Geneva II" catalog, in which the stamp is describ ed
under Lot 471 and thus the illustration is evidently numbered 470 in error). This
copy appea rs to have four large margins, but unfortunately the left mar gin
touches the bottom of the imprint, and thus it does not contribute evidence as
to whether or not the plate was numbered.

-.::­_.I':"-Z..
~
J.. '-*-r
!.

Imperfo,.t. 12; position 51L with Imp,lnt.

Thus, of the imperforate 12¢ postage stamp there are now five copies of
Pos. 51 L with imprint on record , but none of Pos. 31, 41, or 61 LI It seems a
great coincidence that left imprint copies of only Pos. 51 L, and at least five
of them, would exist, and none of Pos. 31, 41, or 61 L. Thus, odds favor the
existence of Pos. 31, 41, and 61 L with imprint, and perh aps someone will report
them.
GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER AND DAVID T. BEALS III

(Continued [rom Ch ronicle 93:28)

ST. JOSEPH
Joseph Robidoux established a fur trading post at thi s site for the Ameri­

can Fur Company in 1826. It was located in the Blacksnake Hills on the east
bank of the Missouri River. In 1834 Robidoux purchased the property from th e
Company. After the Platte Purchase, settlers began coming into the area, and
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not later than 1841 th e first postoff ice was established there. Th e town was then
called Blacksnak e Hill s. Rob idoux pla tted the town in 1843 and re-name d it
St. Joseph, after his patron sain t. Ever sinc e then, it has been irreverentl y but
fondly call ed "St. Joe" by the inhabitants.

Fig ure 21. Dalel ined " Camp on Ihe Li"l e Blue River/225 miles from 51. Joseph MlY 281h 1849," Ihis le"er
w as carried back do w n the Califo rnia Trail to St. Joseph, wher e it w as placed in .he mails . An example of
Ihe fi rsl handsla mp used at 51. Jose ph.

St. Joseph received a start as a jumping-off point for overland travel when
the Oregon Trail was opened. In 1849, at the beginning of th e California gold
rush, St. Joseph became an important fact or as an outfitter of immigrant
tra ins wh en large numbers by-passed Independence and Westport because of a
cholera epide mic th at year. Th e St. Joe Hoad was completed to intersect th e
California Trail in Kansas as it head ed northwest from Independence.

Th e color of St. Joseph (and for th at matter most of the other towns at
the river's bend ) in th e late 1840s is captured by the artist Rudolph Kurz ,
whose journal in 1848 says : "The bourgeois or the heads of firms, clerks and

Figu re 22. Anolher exlmple of Ihe f irsl 51. Jo seph hlndsllmp, belween tw o rei lled flm illes englged in the
fu r trlde. Writt en by Louis E. Roy (re il live of the St . Jose ph Robidou x fl mily) to Roder ick McKenzie I t Beaver
HIli in Montrell.
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other employees of the diff erent fur companies, crowded the streets and public
houses of the town. St. Joseph is for them now what St. Louis was earlier-their
rendezvous." A year later he commented on the beginning of the California
gold rush: "The city was packed so full of people that tents were pitched
about the city and along the opposite bank of the river in such numbers that
we seemed beseiged by an army."
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Wording
Blacksnake H ill s/ D
St Joseph Mo/ D
S! JO SEPH / D/Mo.

S1' J OSEPH / D/MO .

S'-!, JOSEPH /D/M,?
ST . JOSEPH/D/ Yr /MO.

SAIN T JOSEPH/D / Yr/Mo.

St JOSEPH /Dj Yr/MO.

St J OSEPH / D/ Mo.

SAINT JO SEPH /D /MO

SAINT JO SEPH /D / Yr /MO

Shape 6- Size
ms
ms
c-30Ih

c-32

c·321h
dlc-351h

c-32

c-33

c-33

dc-26

dc-29

Color
Black
Black
Red
Black
Black

Black
Black

Blue

Black

Blue
Black

Green
Black

Black

Black

Earlies t and Latest Dat es of Use
Augu st 31, 1842 (One know n.)
August 3, 1844 (One known.)
February II , 1845 (One known .)
May 27. 1845, to Augus t 12. 1851
May 5. 1851. to November 22.
1853
? 1852, to January 15. 1856
March 21. 1858. to October 16.
1858
November 21. 1858. to June 18.
1860
June 14. 1859, to Septemb er 13.
1860
March 27. 1860. to April 2. 1861
Decemb er 9. 1861. to Decemb er
23. 1861
J une 20. 1861. to July 8. 1861
Sep tember 18. 1861. to July 2.
1862
Sep tem ber II . 1862. to April 2.
1863
January 21. 1864. to May 19.
1865

Figur. 23. Th. clrcl~y.1 hand.tamp of th. Pony Expr... u••d at St. JOliph.

St. Joseph was also a beneficiary of th e second great gold rush , this time
to the Rocky Mountains, in 1858-59. It was the coming of the railroad, how­
ever, that gave the town its chance to outstrip all of its rivals as the communi­
cation center of th e West. Th e Hannibal & St. Joseph Railro ad was completed
across the sta te on February 13, 1859. Th e desire to connect dir ectly with this
rapid transportation to the East led many stage and fre ight contractors to shift
their eastern terminals from the Kansas City area to St. Joseph. John M.
Hockaday was one, who operated a government sub sidized stage line to Salt
Lake City. For th e same reason the Central Overland California & Pikes Peak
Express Company established its headquarters here. And finally, of course, the
great Pony Express route to California began here .
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Figure 24. The St. Joseph "Running Pony" handstamp used on Pony Express mail.

- - .-- . - . -- --
UTICA, TIIURSDAI .f "R ~ING, JUNE 20, 1~61.... J '

.' - .. _. ._- - .

ill\.titil l~lornhl£\, }j cral~
SI'JD ;) <\ If. ~v ~A .7.1:~'l"I'1-1

- --_... -
NE \Y. !lVl'.'t.\ uY.

--The CiI.\· Conncil of SI . Joseph!, Mo" hna
P:lll:!cu an vrdinauee OIllking ita mlsdemeaaer
fer auy person to raleo or attempt /0 rllil!C au
1\ mericuu Ilag, 'l'hc Iowa VUIUIlIl'Ctll wllo have
rcecutly occuj-icd St, ~rU.l·pU!, will Dot be Iikel.r
to I'IHiW a )lro(QIIUUrespect fur Ihia ordlnauee.

Figure 25. An eastern newspaper report of the flag Incident at St. Joseph.

Figure 26. An early Union patriotic coyer from a member of the fed.ral garrison at St. Joseph to his home In
Wisconsin.
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The Civil War was St. Joseph's undoing. The town was pro-slavery,
Buchanan County havin g a population of more than 2,000 slaves. It s mayor ,
M. Jeff Thompson , had taken an ac tive part in completing the Hannibal & St.
Joseph Railroad and th e establishme nt of th e Pony Expr ess. However, he be­
lieved th at business considerations we re secondary to the political best inter­
ests of the community . In the Spring of 1861 a mob was about to tear down th e
U.S. flag that flew over the postoffice, Thompson arrived to calm th em, but
became so emotionally involved th at he tore dcwn the flag hims elf. The city
council then pa ssed an ordina nce making it a misdemeano r to display th e
U.S . flag in the city limits. These incidents cost St. Joseph its chance to becom e
the eastern terminus of th e Union Pacific Railroad in 1862.

St. Joseph was continuously occupied by federal troops throughout the
War. M. Jeff Thompson becam e a general in the Confed erate army , being
known as the Confed erate Swamp Fox for his ope ra tions in southeas t Missouri.
The county enlisted nearl y 2,000 men for th e Confed erate army, Guerrilla
bands, both North and South, spread terror throughout the area during the W ar .

NEW SANTA FE

>/ I / ~ •
• (J I . /6 , '1~ t /' / Jj' ~Jj'

110: ,~1/'J 1'/ ( .. ct . / 1 1 / ilJ-- / 1 rec:
,

Figur. 27. One of the two reco rded covers from New Senta Fe, in whet is now south Kansal City . Th. rett.r
descr ibes the outbreak of th e Kansal ·Missouri border wer and the org anizat ion of 2,000 men to drive the
Yankee s out of the state .

Wording
New Santa Fe MolD

Sh ap e & Size
ms

Color
Black

Earli est and Latest Dates of Use
December 3, 1856
(T wo known; on ly one has a

year date. T he other is dated
March 4, on a 3¢ Nesb itt en ­
vclope.)

This was originally th e first night's camp out of Independence, on th e
south branch of th e Santa Fe Tra il. A sett leme nt grew up here and a town was
platted on October 5, 1851. A postoffice was first listed in 1855. D ur ing th e
1850s th e population was over 300.

The site was also the first night's camp of th e Confeder ate army after the
Battle of Westport. It is now at 121st & State Lin e Road , in Kansas City, Missouri.
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ADVERTISING STENCIL

Flgur. A

Can any of our members shed any light on the cover illustrated as figure A
submitted by James R. Kesterson? The marking is a rimless circular stencil read­
ing BAILEY & PHINEAS/ Xoar[Near?] /FLORENCE/Alabama ./ELLIS &C2/
PROPRIETORS. Why was this advertising hands tamp used as a townmark? Is
it from Florence, Alabama, or some other town ? Presumably Mr. Bailey or Mr.
Phineas was the postmaster . He complied at least in one respect with the fL&R
by applying the month and day in manuscript.
HELP!

300
300

50
40

75
25
55
60
50
25

150

300
50
40

I need 20 circuit books to supply the demand from my ad in the last Chronicle.
I list below a few items from my exchange list # 1. Send for complete list-if of
inter est d ig out something for exchange-no cash sales from this list.

1. 5¢ Red Brown (1). Margins all around. Red grid cancel. VF. $ 225
7. 10¢ Black (2). Margins all around. Superb impression. VF. 600
8. 3¢ OB (10) unused . Superb color.~!Qins except F.L.

shaved one spot at top. -------------c.- ------------------------..------------ ._. . _
12. 3¢ OB (10) 8011 (I). Sheet marg in copy. VF-S. . ._. . . _
14 . 3¢ OB (10) 21 Ll (E). Red Boston Paid cancel. VF. 00 _

15. 3 ¢ OB (10) 27L2(E). Copper shade. 3 lines UlT.
Ultramarine turned to green cancel. VF. . . . _
3¢ Experimental OB (11) 1711 (l). Superb color. VF. . . . _
3¢ Claret (11) 84l5(l). Major cracked plate. VF. . __. _
3¢ Orange red (11) 100R3. Superb corner copy. ._. _
3¢ Br. Carmine (11) 75l6. Green cancel. VF-S. . _
3¢ Rose Red (11) . Negative "CTS" cancel. 4 ma rgins. Faint crease . _
3¢ Br. Carmine 51 l4 . Unused imprint, plate NO.4 reversed . _
# 10 (9), # 11 (58) . Color chart with range of shades for each color by
year used . Each stamp is VF·S with many exceptional copies. A rare study
in such f ine condit ion and impossible to dupl icate in today's market. ._. 1,000

43 . 10 ¢ Green . Superb copy. . ._.. 125
44. 3¢ Red (26). Major crack Rl Rosette. About 5 known. VF. .. _ 75
48. 3¢ Dull red (11) . Unused block 4, 59-60, 69·70, .

R2l sheet margin and imprint. ... . _
54. 5¢ Red Brown (1). VF copy on cover. N. Y. and red grid . _
18 . 3¢ Experimental OB (11) 31 Rl (l) . Centerline copy. VF. _
19 . 3¢ Rose red (11) . Mint O.G. Hinged. VF. . . . .

--- ---.. ,
17 .
21.
25.
30.
31.
36.
50.

SALES
SERVICE

BILL AMONETTE
Box 3746, Radford, Va. 24141

EXCHANGE
SERVICE
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WHEN YOU HAVE
STAMPS TO SELL:

Contact the professionals offering

all of the services that discriminating

Collectors, Investors and Dealers require.

PUBLIC AUCTIONS: Each year we offer over 15,000 carefully
described lots of U.S., U.N., FOREIGN stamps, and Postal
History at unreserved public auction.

DIRECT PURCHASE: We are active buyers of individual stamps,
entire collections or estates. We will travel for worthwhile
philatelic holdings.

PRIVATE TREATY SALES: Valuable stamps, covers and philatelic
properties or complete collections may be consigned to us for
private sale.

Write describ ing your material, for shipping instructions, com ­
mission rates and/or minimum requirements. Include your ad­
dress and telephone number. Ship stamps only after our
confirmation.

OUR NEXT AU CTION CATALOG SENT BY 1ST CLASS MAIL

- 75c. (WITH PRICES REALIZED - $1 .50) . 1 YEAR SUBSCRIP­

TION TO CATALOGS & PRICES REALIZED - $8 .50, OVERSEAS

$12 .50.

Licensed Bonded Auctioneer

New York, N.Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 662·2777

536 West 111 th Street

Wat!jU£S 01. ~t~iff, Wr~, ~nt~

A
Establ ished 1947
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
EDITORIAL
In these pages, we have often chosen to divide our avocation into two

interrelated facets , philately, or the study and appreciation of the stamps them­
selves, and postal history. The latter has been defined in many ways by many
people, but to this writer , it is the aspect of cover collecting dealin g with th e
rates and routes exemplifying how the mails were carried , and the markings
and other data which display such passage through the mails. In a manner of
speaking, stamps are simply a part of postal history, as are fancy cancellations,
exchange office markings, stea mboat purs er 's markings and even th e contents
of letters.

Just as the sub ject may be divided into philat ely and postal histo ry, so can
it be collected from either an aesthe tic or a scholarly viewpoint. Which brings
up the reason for these paragraphs: announcements have been made of a
new handbook relating to Civil War postal history. While this editor hasn't
as yet seen a copy of th e handbook, it is appa rently a new and comprehensive
listing of Civil War patriotic covers. To our way of thinking, if patriotic covers

, are postal history, then so are corner cards. Yet, in a recent major show, a collec­
tion showing corner cards on a speci fic theme was awa rded a pri ze as a topical
exhibit. All this is, perhaps, somewhat confusing, but cer ta inly most collecting of
Civil War patriotic covers, just as of covers bearin g corner cards all of a theme ,
represents th e aesthe tic side of our hobby. But , is offering a bo ok on Civil W ar
Patriotics under th e classification of "posta l history"-if that is what is being
done-going to produce some indignant and dissatisfied customers?

Not that we dislik e patriotics; just th e opposite , in fact. An unu sual Civil
War use, such as a rare occup ation marking on cover, becomes an even mor e
appreciated piece of postal history whe n the cover also happens to be a nice
patriotic envelope. But it is the markin g th at causes us to acquire l

R. B. Graham
GRILL VARIETY: "MIRACLE" DOUBLE GRILLS
WILLIAM K. HERZOG

Willi am L. Stevenson, a pioneer stu dent of the grilled stamps , had the
following to say about miracl e doubl e grills: "Possibly the most interestin g of
grill varie ties are th e very few doubl e grills which are so impresse d th at the sec­
ond application extends the first one either endwise or sidewise, makin g a near
perfect grill rectangle of an absolutely abnorma l size.... These are truly
varieties of the double grill. I do not know what to call them except miracle
double gnlls."

Through the courtesy of Route Agent Robin Friedman, we are able to
illustrate a near-perfect, unusual type of miracle double grill on the 30¢ "F"
grill.

Figure 1 illustrates two 30¢ "F" grills. Figur e 2 illustr ate s the reverse of
these same two 30¢ stamps, each with doubl e "F" grills, one split vertically. The
stamp on the left (from this writer 's collec tion) is embossed with a normal ap­
pearing arrangement of this variety. Which is to say, there is a full grill plus a
vertically split grill that is sufficiently off register from the full grill to be easily
recognized as double grills, one split. The right stamp (owned by Robin Fried­
man ) appears at first glance to be a continuous margina l grill (also known as
end roller grill); however, it is actua lly a near-perfect miracle double grill
arrangement of a full grill plu s a vertically split grill.

1. Lester G. Brookman . T he United States Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, 1966 ed i­
ition, II , 114
92 Chro nicle 94- / May 1977/ Vol. 29. No.2



Flgur. 1. Two 30¢
d amps wit h "F" grill.
Right hand stamp has
"mlr,c1e" grill.

Two features of this miracle grill reveal clues as to its real identity: 1)
the continuous appearing grill is separa ted vertica lly by a small horizontal gap;
2) the grill does not run off the side of the stamp, but ends just short of the
vertica l perforations, and is 12 units wide (normal for the "F" grill). Th ese clues
soon give the realization th at this is a near-perfect miracle alignme nt of a double
grill, one split vertically, an d not a continuo us marginal grill.

By viewing the right stamp in Figure 2, it is possible to see where the
full grill and bottom portion of th e split grill overlap . Th e penc iled arrow points
at the top limit of almost two and a half rows of overlappe d gr ill unit s, which
exhibi t a heavier impression tha n the other rows of grill units. Both th e full grill
and th e combined portions of the split grill measur e slightly mor e than 16 uni ts
high.

Figure 2. Reverse of
. 'amps in Figur. 1.
"Miracle" grill on
right. Arrow shows
are. of overlapping.

It should now be obvious to the read er th at it is qu ite possible to have a
perfect miracl e grill arrangement of a fu ll grill plus ver tically split grill, or even
two full grills, wh ere they are aligned end to end, and just tou ch the vertica l
perforations at the side of the stamp. Such a perfect miracle grill could easily
be mistaken for a continuous margina l gri ll. In thi s regard, we wish to thank
Rob in Friedman for allowing us to illus trate his near-perfect double grill for the
fu ture reference of those interested in grill varieties.
THE 3rt 1861 "UNIDENTICAL TWINS"
c. W. CHRISTIAN

A block of th e 3rt 1861 design found at one of the Interphil de aler stands has
proven to be of continuing interest. The item was on display with the rather brief
notation that it was an experimen tal proof. The seller could not verify this condi­
tion nor expand the inform ation beyond statin g th at it was believed to be printed
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on experimental paper. Having neither the time, references or comparison ma­
terial to make an intelligent examination the block was nevertheless purchased
"on faith."

To the specialist of th is period it is well known that many exper imen ts, most
of them under patent protection, were carr ied out throughout the life of the
issue of 1861-67. True, a few of the experimental printings were involved with
the actual paper but the majority of the patents were solely concerned with
methods of printing, the use of fugitive types of ink and pr inting upon specially
prepared stamp paper to the extent of overprinting and underprinting the design.

Figure 1. Experimental proof. Note lower
right corner.

Proofs of the 3¢ design are known on hard white paper, on yellowish paper
of a thickness that is grea ter than normal proof paper, and on some lightly
tinted papers, but the block in question , Figure 1, is printed on paper that is
quite comparable to that used for the regular issue. The gum is typ ically smooth
and brownish and the shade of the design is common to the printings of 1864-67,
brownish-red by Methuen color standards. When compared to a block of the
regular issue both have the same translucence. If given "twin" blocks, Figures 1
and 2, even in differing shades, it would be difficult for most collectors to choose
the issued stamp.

All things appearing to be equal on the surface, some thou ght must be
given to the type of ink used, i.e., is it permanent or is it fugitive? A patent issued
in 1865 to Samuel Ward Francis called for a rather complicated proc ess of
chemical printing whereby the stamp would show a blu e stain wherever touched
by moisture. However, all the Francis patent examples thus far seen have had
a distinctly blurred , hazy appea rance and Figure 1 does not have this char­
acteri stic. Also, it does not react in the prescribed manner to moisture.

One of the' better known patents involving fugitive ink was the plan de­
vised by William Wyckoff. Simpler than most of its counterp arts, th e Wyckoff
patent requ ired only the coatin g of paper, first with Chinese-white or alumina,
then printing upon this surface in the usual way. Either agent was water soluble.
The Wyckoff plan never reached production but it was proof-printed. It has
been found by personal test on proofs of the one cent design th at th e slight est
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application of moisture disturbs the ink. The proofs tested were printed in
black rather than the normal blu e and in this case could not be confu sed with the
regul ar issue.

It is not likely that the origin of the block in Figure 1 can be definitely
linked to any one of the several patents dealing with fugitive inks but quite
possibly it is the product of a patent granted to James MacDonough in 1866.
MacDonough's plan called for colorin g-matters to be ground into glycerine, then
manufactured into ink. The patent specifications are long and detailed and
read in part: "My ink is so readily dissolved by acids or other chemical reagents,
as also by water, oil and, in fact , nearly or quite all kinds of liquids that a cancel­
ling-mark cannot be taken off without dissolving and thus removing or obscur­
ing the ink with which the devices are originally pr inted. .. ."

Figure 2. Issued stemp.

Further into the patent MacDonough recommended the use of a starch
coating to somewha t mod ify the intense dissolving action of his glycerine-ink.
Quite a number of trial-colors of the 1¢ 1861 value were printed on a starch
coated paper but can readily be distinguished as such.

A listing by Mason in the early part of the century records numerous proofs
of the 3¢ design tinted with sensitive inks in various colors and on different
papers but offers no listing of the value perforated , gummed on white paper
and in the norm al colors.

Referring agai n to Figur e 1, it will be noted there is a blank area in the
lower right comer adjacent the lett er S. The design at this point was removed
by the wri ter with a minute fragment of cotton and cold water. The moisture
soaked through the paper and removed the gum in the identical area leaving
no indicatio n of additional coati ng on either side of the stamp.

It is not recomm ended that all O. G. copies of the 3¢ '61 immediately be
subj ected to a water test unless there is a strong reason to suspect that one's
copies are other than the regular issue .

Referencel
Mason , Edward H . T he Proofs of Uni ted States Stamps, 1912.
Methuen H andbook Of Colour , revised 1967.
u.s. Patent Office . Copies of paten ts to Wm . Wyckoff , Samue l Ward Francis and James Mac­

Donough.
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THE BLAUVELT CORRESPONDENCE: PART III: A FREE FRANKED
LmER FROM ALFRED ELY, M. C.

JOHN D. KOHLHEPP
In the troubled summer of 1861, forty -six year old Alfred Ely of Rochester

was serving his term as Republican congressman from New York State. Under the
delusion that he was perform ing a duty to his constituents, he took par t in the
first battle of Bull Run as an observer, which is to say he journeyed from
Washington to Northern Virginia on July 21, along with several hundred other
busybodies who didn't have enough common sense to stay at home. Wandering
from his carr iage and into no-man's-land, he found himself under fire and took
shelter behind a stout tree. Here he was spotte d by a company of Rebel in­
fantry who took him in tow and hauled him off to their regimental commander,
one Col. E. B. C. Cash of the 8th South Carolina Volunteers, who, according to
Ely, "was very much excited, and had been drinking." On discovering the iden­
tity of his prisoner , Cash drew a pistol , pointed it directly at the Congressional
cranium and 'spoke for posterity, "G-- d--- your white livered soull I'll blow
your brains out on the spot!" Now somehow this phrase didn't have the im­
mortal ring of Bernard Bee's "the re stands Jackson like a stone wall," and has
failed to endear itself to succeeding generations of Civil War students. (It would
be interesting to know for a certainty Colonel Cash's military-political-ethical
suasion, which apparently was somewhere to the far right of Gotterdammerung.)
In any event, more liberal minds and hands intervened, the colonel rode off into
relative obscurity, and Ely was marched away with Jacob Blauvelt and several
hundred other prisoners to Richmond and the monastic confines of Liggon's
Tobacco Factory Warehouse.

Figure 1. Congr.llmen·Prlsoner 0'
Wlr AI'red Ely 0' Roeh..' er. New
York.

'.. .
...• .. . La.-. .......

The Southern press cackled joyously at the visitation of the Federal Con­
gressman, citing the fact that he was captured while "cowering" behind a tree.
Not to be outdone, his fellow prisoners, all members of The Richmond Prison
Association, called a meeting and presented Ely with a scythe-shaped wooden
96 Chronicle 94 / May 1977/ Vol. 29, No. 2
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Figure 2. Ely', cover and le".r to Mrs. Blauvelt, March 29, 1862.

sword, stating, "you will perceive, sir, from the peculi ar shape of this beauti­
ful blade, that it is well adapted to fighting from behind a tree, which we
all know is your favorite position." Next they presented him with a sash made
from an old hemp en rope, wi th the bon mot, "be lieving you to be a man of
destiny, we think it indicative of the fate th at awa its you,

'For tis so, whether you believe it or not
Who is born to be hanged , will never be shot.' "

Ely bore th e banter of th e Federal officers in extremely good grace and
took possession of th e sword and sash with a long acceptance speech. The carp ­
ing of th e Southern press was shed less easily.

The congressman endured this 1861 version of Southern hospitality for
five months, tr ying all the whil e to effect his exchange. These atte mpts and the
rumors that develop ed from them were reported in the daily press both South
and North. Th e New York Herald, for instance, sugges ted th at since the South
had not lost prisoners of similar rank to Ely th at they be permitted to retain him .
According to the Herald, Ely was a member of the party which had caused the
war and was not worth a dru mmer boy in exchange . However, in Decemb er
1861, the Secessionists sett led for Charles J. Fa ulkner, a former U.S. minister to
France who had been imprisoned by the Yanks for disloyalty.

On his return to more normal duties in Washington, Ely received a letter
from Mary Ann Blauv elt , Jacob's mother , and answered same on March 28,
1862. Figure 2 shows the heading of this letter and its cover, passed free over
Ely's frank and bearing the circular date stamp of "Congress, Washington , D. C.,
Mar. 29." The text reads :
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Dear Madam:
Your favor of the 25th instant is just received , and I beg to say in reply th at

you can safely send you r son money by enclosing the gold in a letter addressed to
him at Salisbury, North Carolina , in the care of Gen l. John E. Woo l, at Fortress
Mon roe, who will forward it to h im wit ho u t fail.

I trust, Madam, it will not be a great wh ile lon ger you will ha ve to wai t before
seeing your son safe ly at home.

Very truly yours.
Alfred Ely

As reported in the August 1976 Chronicle, Mrs. Blauvelt followed Ely's
advice and sent to General Wool's att ention $2 in gold in an envelope addressed
to her son at Salisbury, N. C. It was returned to her by Wool's aide for fear
the money would "miscarr y," that is, be stolen, before it reached young
Blauvelt at Salisbury prison .

EPILOGUE
One little known facet of the Ely incident concerns his companion of the

day of his capture, Calvin Huson, Jr., a lawyer from Rochester, New York, and
the man he defeated in the election for Congress. Huson had remained behind
in their carriage while Ely roamed the battl efield. Time passed, Ely failed
to return, and Huson became concerned but refused to abandon his friend until
he, too, was surrounded by the swarming Rebel troops , captured, and taken
to Richmond. Huson contracted typhoid fever in prison and died on October 15
after his removal to the home of a kindly Richmond family named Van Lew.
He was buried in Church Hill Cemetery in the Confederacy's capital.

References
Jou rna l of Aljred Ely . New York . D. Appleton and Company, 1862.
'William Best Hesseltine. Civil War Prisons. Oh io State University Press, Colu mbus, Oh io, 1930.
Kohlhepp , John D. "T he Blauvel t Correspondence," Chronicle 87:27-3; "Jacob Blauvel t Re-

visited," Chronicle 92:28-4.
OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED-FIRST DAY USE AT PHILADELPHIA

Figur. A. Cov.r from Philadelphia August 26, 1861. This was the first day the old i.sue was no long.r valid
and hence the first when the hand.tamp " OLD STAMPS/NOT RECOGNIZED" was used .

William K. Herzog has sent the editor a couple covers pictured with this
paragraph, amplifying the somewhat similar cover shown in the "Cover Corners"
for Chronicles 90 and 91. The first of these illustrates an example of the first day
of use of the Philadelphia "OLD STAMP / NOT RECOGNIZED" marking of
Philadelphia. The second shows a cover bearing a 3¢ 1861 rose pink used at
98 Chronicle 94 ! May 1977 / Vol. 29, No. 2



Philadelphia on Augus t 19, 1861, which was the first day th e new stamps were
ava ilable at the Ph iladelphia post office. Th is cover had been sent from ano ther
post office, franked by a 3¢ 1857 stamp on Augus t 17, addressed to Philadelphia,
but th en forwarded from there to Harri sburgh.

Both these covers and th e circumstanc es uneler which th ey wer e used are
described b y Mr. Herzog at Chronicle 91:234.

Figure B. Cover forwardad from Philad.lphia on August 19, 1861. 'he first day 'he new issue WIS availabl.
e' the Philadelphia post office.
SRUNG OR BUYING
DUALITY U.S.
CLASSIC MATERIAL
WOLFFERS HAS
YOU IN MIND
We would like to help you with your philatel ic sell ing plans. Our ac tive cus­
tomer and deal er list in the United States and abroad means we know where
in the world to get you top dol lar. We off er a choice of direct purchase, pr ivat e
treaty or public auction. Eight sales a year each supp orted by one of the most
highly regarded catalogs in the business . It' s a step you wo n't regret, call
collect (415) 781-5127.

Should you be buy ing , catal ogs are availa ble FREE at ou r downtown San
Francisco store, 3 weeks prior to sale date. To receive by mail , order now.
Send name, add ress and $1.

~HARD wOLFFERS, INC. StampsandSlampAuctions

127 KEARNY ST., SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
1869 COVERS TO DENMARK AND SWEDEN
MICHAEL LAURENCE

In August 1975, th e Siegel firm aucti oned a number of covers from th e
correspondence of Mr. and Mrs. George H. ' Varn er . Thirty-six covers were sold
as indi vidual lots. A few oth ers. from which stamps had been removed , were
sold in bulk. From an examina tion of the covers we can conclude that th e
Warners visited Scandinavia-apparently representing an immig rant society­
du ring 1869 and 1870. Th e covers are mostly from Hartford, Connectic ut ,
addressed first to Cop enh agen , Denmark, and th en to Gothenburg, Sweden.
Th ey span th e brief but interes ting period between Augus t 1869 and August 1870.

INTRODUCTION

Not too many 1869 covers to Denmark and Sweden have survived. A few
covers from this correspondenc e had earlier been sold, and covers to the two
destinations exist from oth er sources. But the appearance of th e Warner covers,
all in one place, provided special insights. Th e Warner covers permit us to mak e
some generalizations about correspondence to Denmark and Sweden during th e
1869 period, and th ey give us a better understanding of th e markings that were
applied to covers that passed from the U.S. through the North Germ an Union
mail system to destinations beyond Germany.'

During 1869 and 1870, all mail from the U.S. to Denmark or Swed en was
carried under the terms of the U.S.-N.G.U. postal convention.P Covers could
reach Germany travelling overl and from England, or they could travel by sea
direct to Bremen or Hamburg. Both modes of carriage were governe d by th e
terms of th e U.S.-N.G.U. treaty.

The route thought to be fastest and safest was described in th e U.S. Mail
rate charts as "via closed mail via England." Most of th e transatl antic steamers
during th is era, no matter what th eir destinat ions, stopped first at England.
Mail "via closed mail via England" would be taken from th e ship in sealed bags
at the first British port of entry," to be carri ed across England by train , across
the Ch annel by ferry, and across Belgium by train in a postal sorting car . On
the car, th e bags would be opened and their contents mark ed. This is th e
famili ar route th at prior to 1868 was called "Prussian closed mail ." After th e
unification of Germ any, th e term didn't apply, but the route and service re­
mained essentially th e same . For the putatively faster and safer service th e
closed-mail route offered , there was an additional charge.

The direct route was listed in the contemporary ra te charts as "via North
German Union, direct". Such mail would travel on the Hamburg-American
(HAPAG) or North German Lloyd (NGL) lines, whose mail-carrying vessels
during this era sailed weekly from New York. Both lines stopped at England
(HAPAG at Plymouth and NGL at Southampton) but the direct mail would stay
on board until the ships reach ed th eir respective Germ an ports. At Bremen or
Hamburg th e direct-mail covers would be stampe d with receiving markings as
they entered the German mail s.

Figure 1 is a graphic depiction of U.S. letter -post ra tes to Denmark and
Swed en during the period under discussion . Rates for both paid and unpaid
letters are shown, because both ra tes seem to have affected th e rating and

I. W hile any errors in thi s article are the faul t of the wri ter alone. he is deep ly indebted
to Ch arles Starnes for generous and continuing help in the preparation of th ese words, and
for substan tial factual assistance all along the way.

2. 16 Sta tutes-at-Large, 979-1002. The background of this tr eaty, and the terms, are u se­
fu lly sum marized in George H argesr's H istory of Lett er Post Com m un ication, 150·151.

3. T yp ica lly, the Br it ish point of debarka tio n was Queenstown, Ireland, th e por t nea r
Cork. For a full er description of the British aspects of such carriage, see Wa lter - Hubbard ,
"Eastward Saili ngs of the Cu nard Company," Chronicle 90:160-162; Chron icle 91:225-232.
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LETTER POST RATES FROM U.S. TO DENMARK AND SWEDEN: 1868-1870

T O DE NMARK

Direct Service Closed Mail
(via Bremen (via En glan d

or Hamburg) Belgium-Germany

Paid Unpaid Paid Unpaid.
14 19

111 18

16 21

10 10 111 111

DATE OF
RAT E

CHANGE

I Jan 68a

June 68b

9 Apr 690

I Jul 70d

T O SWEDEN

Direct Service Closed Mail
(via Bremen (via England

or H amburg) Belgium-Gen nan y

Pa id Unpa id Paid Unpaid

16 18 21 23

14 16 19 21

II 11 14 14

TO SWEDEN
6
I
9
3

Figure 1. Graph ic depiction of letter rates to Denmark .nd Sweden du ring the 1869 period. All rat.s plr '/2
ounc •. No direct services available between mideJuly anei Odobe, 1870 due '0 Franco-Prussian War. R.t.·chlnge
sources: (al " U.S. Mail" 3S0; (b) "U .S. Mail" 370; (cl "U .S. Mail" 414; (d) " U.S. Mail" 470 .

routing of stamp-bearing covers. One of the peculiarities of correspondence to
Denmark an d Sweden du ring the 1869 period is the uncommonly large number
of covers not properly prepaid. In preparin g research for th is write-up, we
pool ed sources with many collectors. Including the Siegel Warner covers, we
were able to assemble photographic or real-life representation of 44 covers bear­
ing 1869 stamps to Denm ark or Sweden. Of these 44 covers , only 10 showed the
correct ra te prepaid . The breakd own was this:

T YPE TO DENMARK
Correct ra te prepaid 4
Underpaid , accepted as prep aid 3
Overpaid 12
Underpaid, trea ted as unpaid 6

We will discuss the covers according to these four categories, showing the
distinction between closed-mail and dir ect covers . So far as we are able,
we will explain the markings th at these covers characteristically be ar.

CORRECT RATE PREPAID

Effective 1 January 1868, the U.S.-N.G.U. postal convention set the single
rate for letters between the two countries, weighing under 15 grams (or ~ ounce)
at 10¢ by direct mail or IS¢ by closed mail. Rates to countries beyond Germany
were the sum of the rate to Germany plus the ra te from Germany to the further
destination plus "any other tax for exter ior service". .

The charge for service beyond Germ any was to be credited in red ink by
the U.S. excha nge office to the German excha nge office. No matt er which
route they took to Germany, these covers show New York credits of 2~.I¢

(equiva lent to 1 silbergroschen) on covers to Denmark, and New York credits
of 4¢ ( 1~ sgr.) on covers to Sweden . Typically, the Germ an entry office restated
this foreign postage with a marking in the equivalent silbergroschen. Both the
Bremen office (receiving direct mail) and the Verviers-Cologne traveling office
(receiving closed mail) prepared special handstamps for this purpose. The hand­
stamp credits used on th e Verviers-Cologne postal sorting car are shown as
markings E and F in the tracin g plate which is F igur e 2. The handst amp credits
applied at Bremen are typ ified by marking G, which was used on covers to Den­
mark. A marking similar to G, but showing 1~ sgr., was used on covers to Sweden.
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Figu re 2. Treeings of some of th e exchan ge.office markings th at typ lcelly app ear on cove .. to Denm erk end
Sweden dur ing the 1869 per iod . For exp lanation, see text .

Figure 3 shows a cover illustrating the 18r,i rate to Denmark, via closed
mail via England, datestamp ed Hartford April 26 (1870), addresse d to Copen­
hagen. Note the routing "via England" at upper left. Covers showing this rate
are not frequ ently seen. Th e cover shows a red New York exchange office mark­
ing of 2~ (A) which is incompl etely struck but can be seen dead center in the
photo in Figure 3. The 2)~ represent s a credit of 2~¢ to N.G.U. for what N.G.U.
had to pa y to get the letter to Cop enh agen (plus the possibility of the "exterior
tax" mentioned above). The cover crossed the Atlantic in the Guion steamship
Colorado (not to be confused with the transpacific Colo rado) which departed
New York on 27 April 1870 and arrived at Queenstown (Irel and) May 8.4 The
Colorado then sailed on to Liverpool, but th e British mails debarked at Queens­
town.

After transiting England and the Channel in a closed bag, th e cover re­
ceived the red marking of th e Verviers-Cologne travelling office (H) . We be­
lieve that the letter on the first line of this markin g (always the letter "A" or
"B") designates the crew on 'the car. The first two num bers on the second line
show the day and th e month (in the case of the cover in Figure 3-May 10). It has
been guessed that the third number on the second line (in this case "3", though the
marking sometimes shows a Roman num eral ) tells which trip the crew was on.
This markin g has not been seen dated after 1 July 1870. Presumably on the
car, the 2~r,i prepaid foreign postage was restated as 1 sgr. with th e red
marking "Wfco 1" (E) . "Wfco" abbreviates "Weiterfranco", which literally trans­
lates as "paid beyond".

On covers such as th is, the similarity in the red inks used to apply the
German and American mark ings has led some collectors to confuse where th ey
were applied . Along with the common but erroneous assumption that th e U.S.
never applied foreign credits in fracti ons of a cent, this has given rise to
the notion that marking A-and even markin g C-was applied overseas.

4. T his and othe r saili ng information herein is taken from Maritime Lntelligence,
privat ely compiled by C. L. Friend , whom we thank pro fuse ly.
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Figure 3. Tha 18¢ eles ed-mel] rata to Danmark, effactlve I January 1868-30 Juna 1870 , hare mada by two 3¢
1869 stamps, one 2¢ and one 10¢ . Note the routing "via England".

Noth ing could be further from the truth. The red numeral markings shown
consecutively as A through D in Figure 2 were all applied in New York.
Thes e markings were generally used at the New York exchange office, so most
of them are also to be found on covers to destin ations other than the two
under discussion . The bold "8", for example, appears on ph antom-rate covers
to France during the spring of 1870; the circled "5" shows on single-rate covers
to Turkey and Egypt. ! the "4" app,ears on 191 closed-mail covers to It aly via
N.G.U. ; howe ver, we th ink the "2J:l' marking was used exclusively on covers to
Denmark.

Fron1

; /
AMERICAN EMIGRANT

COMPAN¥ , (
/ .- . , ~ '\'

r• ..,.. !t . ..-' ;,
~ . .. f ::

\ -< I. ~J. ',

•......_./ .
~ ~;7t'>/(

e~:~ ..Mri HENRY DUHRSSEN, .'
~"~i'\l \' l" ~ \ . ' \ :

' ;'~I" "'1 ":\ ' .\). Agent American Emigrant Compant, 'I!d
~ .. \ .,1 ., ..

_ •. •~ -2 1 ." )' 11..1 ,. / ·:.Y. f ~

j . COPE~HAG~N,
<3"'" DEN 1UAnK ,

1'1(1. Bl.·]tOl'B.

Figura 4 . Tha 13¢ dlract rata to Danmark, affactlva 1 January 1868-30 Juna 1870, proparly paid by a 3¢ and
a 10¢ 1869 . Surprisingly, ovarpaid covars ara mora common than proparly paid covers.

Figure 4 shows a proper payment of the 13¢ direct rate to Denmark.
This cover was posted at Hartford on April 11 (1870), 12 da ys earlier than
the cover in Figure 3. It shows th e 13¢ rate paid by a 10¢ and a 3¢ 1869 stamp.
The cover was marked at the New York exchange office th e next day with the
same red 2~ credit marking (A) and a red backstamp NEW YORK PAID ALL

5. Charles 1- Starnes, " U.S.·Egyp t Mails," Chrollicle 9 1:219-223.
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DIRECT. Transit was by the HAPAG steamer Allemania, which left New York
April 12, touching at Plymouth and Cherbourg on its way to Hamburg. At Ham­
burg the cover was marked with the typ ical boxed rece iving marking (lower
left in Figure 4) and sent on to Copenhagen. Had the cover entered Germa ny
at Bremen, rather than at Hamburg, it presumably would have rece ived mark­
ing G, restating the 2J2<t credit as 1 sgr.

-.
~ ..~

, l".-./ ,
l .. ' t .

~. /:

Figure 5. The 19t! clos ed mail rate to 5weden , effective 9 Apr il 1869-30 Jun e 1870, here made by a lOt!
1869 stamp and three 3t! 1869• .

Figure 5 shows the 19<t closed-mail rate to Swed en, on a cover from Hartford
to Gothenburg datestamped May 27 (1870). Th e rate is made by a 10<t 1869
and three 3<t 1869s. Th e cover bears a credit of 41 to N.G.U. (B). Closed-mail
carriage is evidenced by the red Verviers-Cologne handstamp (H). On this
cover the restatement of the postage beyond N.G.U. is in blu e crayon (which
unfortunately doesn't photograph well) at lower left: "Wf 1M".

'" 10
, '--------~~~.

Figure 6. The 14t! direct rate to Sweden, effective 9 April 1869-30 June 1870, on a cover with a lOt! 1869
and a pa ir of 2t! 1869 .
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A proper payment of the 14¢ direct rate to Sweden did not appear in the
Warner sale covers, though overpayments of this rate were represented in at
least five instances. Our record of 10¢ 1869 covers to Sweden (see Appendix A)
shows three properly paid covers at the 14¢ dir ect single rate , and one prob­
lematical double-rate cover.

One of the single-rate covers is shown as Figure 6. This was lot 1320 in the
Lester Downing sale. Th e cover left Council Bluffs, Iowa, on January 5 and
shows an 1870 Hamburg receiving mark (box at left) whos e month and day
aren't clear. The 4¢ credit to N.G.U., applied in New York, is in thi s instance

.signified by the rimless half-circle handstamp 4 CENTS struck upside-down at
right center.

The double-rate cover just mentioned is, or was , quite an item. It showed
the 2x14ci rate paid by a 15¢ 1869, a 10¢ 1869 and a 3¢ 1869. As an extra fil­
lip , the 15¢ was the invert variety, the only recorded on-cover example. The
cover dated from April 1870, was addressed to Carlscrona, Sweden, and showed
a credit of 8¢ (D) and a boxed Hamburg receivin g mark. We speak of this
cover in the past tense because it may no longer survive. Its discovery was an­
nounced in the November 1924 issue of The American Philatelist. A full photo­
graph appears in the catalog of the Laurence &·Stryker sale of December 14-17,
1959. The catalog description notes that this photo shows the stamp "on cover,
as originally found" and adds that the stamp "has been removed from the cover
by the owner to place in his stamp album.' We have no subsequent sighting of
this cover and cannot attest that it still survives. Can anyone help?

UNDERPAID, ACCEPTED AS PREPAID
Three Warner covers to Copenh agen, frank ed with 12¢, wer e treated as

fully prepaid at the 13¢ direct rate to Denmark and bear markings comparable
to those on the cover in Figure 4. One cover to Gothenburg, franked with 12¢,
was accepted as payin g the 14¢ direct rate to Sweden, as discussed at Figure 6.
Presumably, these covers show clerical carelessness or generosity; according to
the rules (discussed below) the y should have been treated as unpaid.

OVERPAID
In both the 44-cover sampling describ ed above and the 25-cover sampling

detailed in Appendix A, about half the surviving covers are overpaid. More th an
the norm al confusion obviously prevailed . Typically, overpayment of foreign­
mail covers resulted from a wrong guess at the weight or from reference to
obsolete rate information. But analysis of the Denmark-Sweden covers suggests
an additional explanation: Most of the overp aid covers are prepaid at the higher
"unpaid" rates.

This is a conclusion that both Charles Starnes and this writer reach ed in­
dependently. We believe these overp ayments are due to ambiguous listing

CT8. CTB. C78. CT8. CTS. CT8.

Denmark, via North German Union, di3~~).:i~ .~~~~.~i~:I " .. 1*161 6

7

1 10 110 Ih 8
do do do closed mail,via Eng

( if prepa id, 18c.) . • • . *21 12 12 h 8

Sweden, via North German Union direet, (If prepaid'i 1 I I I I
14c.) *16 8 11 11 h 8

do vln North German Union, (closed mail Vill
Englund, If prepaid. ·l lJc. ) .. .. • .. .. .. .. .. ... .. .. *21 9 III IS h 8

Figu,e 7. The most widely ."olloble conlempo,o'Y sou'ce fo' postoge ,ote. to Denmo,k ond Sweden: clippings
f,om Ihe "U .S. Moil" ,ole ch..I, In thl. cue fo' Ihe monlh of Moy 1870.
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in the foreign-mail rate tables of the monthly U.S. Mail, which was the source
of most of the foreign ra te information during this period.

To encourage the prep ayment of postage- a general goal of progressive na­
tions during the years lead ing up to Universal Postal Union-the U.S.-N.G.U.
treaty pro vided for the assessment of extra post age on unpaid letters. Reference
to Figure 1 will show that until 1 July 1870, the unpaid rates to Denmark and
Sweden were always higher than the r repaid rates. In their monthly foreign­
mail rate chart, the editors of U.S. Mai had troubl e showing this distinction. It
didn't fit into their format . F igure 7 shows the listings for Denm ark and Sweden
as they appeared in the U.S. Mail rate chart for May 1870. Given the way th is
information was presented , we can guess why so many covers were misrated .
Th e clerk would simply run his finger down the familiar postage colum n,
until he came to the ap propriate destination, thereby rating letters at the
unpa id rat e. He would not pause to read the footnote or the notation accompany­
ing the listing, which revealed the cheap er prepaid rate.

D E ~;11'" n K ,

B CIWl'b'.

Figure 8. An overpaid doubla-rale cover 10 Denmark, whose markings indi..le Iwo tim.. Ihe 13, direcl role .
Two 10, 1869s, three 3; and a 2, make a tot al of 31, on the cover .. il survives . The missing stamp is
probably aI, value. The original 10101 of 32, poslage w.. presumably applied by a misreading of Ihe
"U .S. Mail" role charI, inlending 1o pay Iwlce the 16, UNPAID role.

A number of Warner covers to Denmark showed prepayment of 16¢,
overpaying the 13¢ prepaid direct rate. One cover seemed to show a double
rate. This is the cover in Figure 8, which had on it, when sold in the Wa rner
sale, two 1O¢, three 3¢ and one 2 ¢ 1869, for a total of 31¢. One stamp is obvi­
ously missing from the cover, and a reasonable guess is that the missing stamp
is a 1¢ valu e. The sender or the postal clerk, misled by the U.S. Mail ra te chart,
appa rently franked th is double-rate letter at the unpaid direct ra te , 2xI6¢, in­
stead of the prep aid direct rate of 2xI3¢. The lett er was credited at New York
with the red ringed 5 (C), rep resentin g 2x2~¢ credit to N.G.U. for postage beyond
Germ any. Transit was by the NGL steamer Weser II , which departed New York
Jun e 11, touching at Southampton Jun e 22 and arriving Bremen Jun e 23 or 24.
At Bremen the typical rectangular arr ival stamp was applied (over the ("Henry")
and the foreign postage was restated in red crayon as "'V F2" ; the letter was then
routed on to Copenh agen.

Th e cover in F igure 9 was franked with a 1O¢ 1869 stam p and three
grilled 3¢ Banknotes, posted at Hartford August 5, 1870. The 19¢ total was the
obsolete prep aid closed-mail rate to Sweden. Thi s rate had been lowered to 14¢
effective Jul y 1. Th e decrease was enti rely in the international rate between the
U.S. and N.G.U.; the postage beyond Germany didn't change. In this inst ance,
the 4¢ credit is shown in the New York circular marking. Th e cover was carried
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Figure 9. The 14¢ c1osed·mail ,.Ie 10 Sweden, here overpaid by a 10¢ 1869 and three grilled 3¢ 8anknote• .
This cover enlered Ihe mails on 5 Augusl 1870, five weeks after Ihe c1osed·mail rale to Sweden had been
reduced from 19¢ to 14¢.

on the Inman steamer City of London , which left New York August 6 and reached
Queenstown August 17. By th is time, dire ct service to Germany had been sus­
pended, due to the Franco-Prussian War. Direct covers to Denmark or Sweden ,
from the summer of 1870, showing prepayment respectively of 1O¢ or ll¢
(see Figure 1), must be very scarce, because they can have surv ived from only
a few sailings during the first weeks of July, between the rat e-ch ange on 1
July and the cessation of direct service arou nd the middle of the mon th. Such
covers would be comparable to covers showing the 7¢ direct rate to Germany
during the same brief period, but appropr iately scarcer .

After the cover in Figure 9 reached Germ any by the closed mail route,
the 4¢ foreign postage was restated with the red handstamp "Wfr 1~" (F) and
the cover was routed on to Goth enburg.

UNDERPAID r TREATED AS UNPAID
Section XIII of the regulations for execution of the U.S.-N.G.U. postal con­

vention" states:

Lett ers originating in , or des tined for, fore ign countr ies sen t in the open mail
for tra nsit through th e Un ited Sta tes, or through the North Germ an Union, and
whic h are insu fficien tly paid , sha ll be tra nsm itted as wholly u npaid , and no ac­
count tak en be tween the two adm inistrations of the amount pre paid . But if one or
more full ra tes sha ll be prep aid th e number of rates fu lly prepaid sha ll be always
credited.

No provisions deal with unpaid closed mail , but the quarterly account forms ,
appended to the treaty regulations, show that it was treated similarly .

The cover shown in Figure 10 was mailed at Hartford on 12 March 1870,
franked with a single 1O¢ 1869 stamp, not enough for the cheap est rate, 13¢
direct. The cover reached New York the same day, where it was marked
with the black straightline INSUFFICIENTLY PAID and the black circular
NEW YORK DIRECT marking. The cover crossed the Atlantic on the Wes er II,
touching at Southampton, arriving Bremen March 25. Presumably at Bremen,
the red crayon "29" was applied. This represents the tot al postage charged to
Denmark by N.G.U.-29 skillinge, equivalent to 16¢, the treaty unpaid direct
rate (see Figure 1). Th e cover also shows a blue crayon "5" and on the reverse
a scrawled blue "3 a s". These two markings appear on all unpaid direct covers

6. 16 Statutes-at-Large, 984.
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Figure 10. Insufficiently prepaid cover to Denmark bearing a 10, 1869 and sent via the direct route. Per
'realy, .he cover was treated as completely unpaid . The crayon "29 " indicates that 29 skill ing . (equiv. lent to
16, U.S.) was collected in Copenhagen. The 16, unp aid d irect ra te to Denmark was in eff ect between Jun e
1868 and 30 June 1870 .

in this group, whether to Denm ark or to Sweden, at the 16¢ unp aid ra te. We
cannot explain them.

The cover in Figure 11 left Hartford on 28 February 1870, and like the
cover in Figure 10, it was insufficiently franked with a 10<1 1869 stamp. Since
th e earliest direct sa iling from New York was Marc h 5 (NGL sailings were 26
Feb ruary and 5 March, HAPAG sailings 22 Febru ary and 8 March), the ex­
change office sent the letter via closed mail, after applying th e black INSUF­
FICIENTLY PAID marking and the black circular NEW YORK X. Th e cover
crossed on the Guion's Idaho, which left New York Marc h 2, arriv ing at Queens­
town March 13. The cover was stamped on reverse with a blue VE RVIE RS­
CO E LN marki ng similar to marking H but lacking th e word FRANCO. The
,- ..... - .- '-
~

..'

Figure 11. Insufficiently pr epa id cover to Denmark bearing a 10, 1869 Ind sent via the closed.mlll route.
The crayon " 38" represents 38 skill inge (equ ivalent to 21¢ U.S.) coUected in Copenhlgen. The 21, unplld
c1osed·m ail rate 10 Denmark W IS in effect between June 1868 Ind 30 June 1870 .
108 Chro nicle 94 / Ma y 1977 / Vol. 29, No. 2



. i

Figure 12. InluHicienlly prepeid cover 10 Sweden, Ihowing two 3; 1869 .tamp. which on this covar counted
for nothing. The cover was sent as unpaid . The blue crayon "72" is restated as "72 ore" at upper left­
equivalent 10 16; U.S. and confirming Ihal Ihe cover was anened at Ihe 16; unpaid direct rale 10 Sweden,
effective 9 April 1869-30 June 1870.

red crayon "38" across the address denotes the total postal charge to Denmark , 38
skillinge, equivalent to 21¢, the treaty unpaid closed-mail rate. The cover also
bears a blue crayon "7" on the front and a scrawled "5 a p" on the reverse, but
like the unpaid direct markin gs "5" and "3 a p", they remain puzzling.

Our last cover, Figure 12, addressed to Gothenburg, was posted at Hartford
on 28 January 1870, franked with a pair of 3¢ 1869 sta mps. Curiously, the other
two insufficiently paid Warner covers to Sweden were also franked with 6¢
postage. On the cover in Figure 12, the New York exchange office used the same
black markings that were used on the insufficiently paid covers to Denm ark. The
same rules applied in both cases. Transit was once agai n by the ubiquitous
Weser II, leaving New York 29 Janu ary and arr iving Bremen 10 February (per
backstamp ). The blue crayon "72" shows the N.G.U. cha rge to Sweden of 72
ore, approximately equivalent to 16¢, the treaty unpaid direct rate. Thi s charge
was also marked in pen in the upper left corner, probabl y in Sweden.

CONCLUSION
By illustrating and discussing covers to Denm ark and Sweden during the

1869 period, we have tried to shed light on how German-mail covers, to destina­
tions beyond Germany, were rated, routed and marked during this era.
Whether direct or closed mail, pr epaid (and overpaid ) covers were handled
according to the treaty. The unexpectedly large number of overpaid covers is
plausibly explained by the confusing U.S. Mail rate charts. The New York mark­
ings in multiples of 2~ (on covers to Denmark ) and multiples of 4 (on covers to
Sweden) represent credits to Germany for her charge for exterior service. The
New York exchange office prop erly treated insufficiently paid mail as wholly
unpaid, but didn't follow the regulations entirely, failin g to debit N.G.U. on un­
paid covers. Th e blue manuscript notations, applied on unpaid letters by N.G.U.
clerks, remain a myster y.

We include as Append ix A a listing of all th e 10¢ 1869 covers we know
of that went to Denmark and Sweden. Additions to the listing would be ap­
preciated.

10¢ 1869 COVERS TO DENMARK
DATE ORIGIN/DESTINATION STA MPS RAT E
Feb 14. 1870 Hart ford / Cop enh agen 116. 115 16¢ overpaying 13¢
Feb 28. 1870 Har tford / Copen hagen 116 insufficiently paid
Mar 12. 1870 Hartford / Copenha gen 116 insufficient ly pa id
Mar 13. 1870 Hartford / Copenh agen 116. (2) 114 16¢ overpaying 13¢

SOU RCE
Warner 582
' Varn er 569
' Varn er 568
Warner 573
Chronicle 94/ May 1977 / Vol. 29. No. 2 109



Mar 25. 1870 Hartford /Copenhagen
Mar 29. 1870 Hart ford / Copenhagen
Apr II. 1870 Hartford / Copenhagen
Apr 26. 1870 Hart ford / Copenhagen

Ma y 3, 1870 Hartford/Copenhagen
May 6, 1870 Hart ford / Copenhagen
June 9. 1870 Ha rt ford / Copenhagen

July 5, 1870 Chicago /Cope nhagen

? 1870 ?/ ?

116, (2) 114
116, (2) 114
116, 114
116. (2) 114,

113
11 6, (2) 114
116, (2) 114
11 3, (2) 116,
(3) 114, one

stamp missing
116, 3¢ 1870

116, 114

16¢ overpay!ng 13¢
16¢ overpayin g 13¢
13¢ properly paid
18¢ p roper ly paid

16¢ overpaying 13¢
16¢ overpaying 13¢
32¢ overpaying 26¢ (?)

13¢ properly paid

Warner 576
' Varn er 572
Warner 570
Warner 577

Warner 571
Warner 575
Warner 580

Knap p II ,
1795
W . E. Lea

10¢ 1869 COVERS TO SWEDEN

May 27, 1870 Cincinna ti/ Gothenburg
Mav 27, 1870 Hart fo rd / Goth enburg
Tu n 4, 1870 Ha rt ford / Gothenburg
Jul I (?) ,70 H art ford / Gothen burg

Jul 7, 1870 Hartford /Gothenburg
Ju l 15, 1870 Hartford /Gothenburg

Ju l 22, 1970 Hart ford / Gothenburg
J ul 29, 1870 Hartford / Gothenburg
Aug 5, 1870 Hartford /Gothenburg

DAT E
Oc t 25, 1869

j an 5, 1870
Apr? 1870

O R IG IN /
DESTI NATION
Cou ncil Blu ffs/Lu nd

Council Bl u ffs/ Lu nd
?/ Carlscro na

STAMPS
112, 114, 116

116, (2) 113
11 6, 114, 15¢

in vert

116, (2) 146
116, (3) 114
116, (2) 114
116, (2) 114,

113
116, (2) 114, 113
116,113.

(2) 147
(2) 116
(2) 116
116. (3) 136

RATE
141,' properly paid

141,' properly pa id
2x 14t,' proper ly paid

14t,' p rope rly paid
19t,' properly paid
16(' over pay ing 14¢

18e overpaying I I I,'
18e overpaying II I,'
181,' overpaying 141,'

20c overpaying 14¢
20c overpaying 14¢
191,' overpaying 14¢

SO URCE
Siegel 375,
# 555
Downing 1320
Lau ren ce &
Str yker
12/ 14/ 59
H arm er 1/ I I /72
Warn er 581
Warn er 574

Warn er 578
Warn er 579
" 'a rn er 583

Warner 586
' ''amer 585
Warner 584
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright pu rchase or
consig nment to the auction. Sales
he ld four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
110
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
USPCS

San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 CSA
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announcing the formation
of

SothebyParke Bernet StampAuctionCo
Andrew Levitt , Presid ent

PHILATELIC AUCTIONS

OF THE HIGHEST CALIBER

WILL BE HELD ON A REGULAR BASIS

at
SOTHEBY PARKE BERNET INC.

980 Madison Avenue, New York 10021

•
We are now accepting consignments for

our future auctions

•
For appraisals

(tax, estate or insurance purposes) or

consultation regarding sale of property

through our auctions,

please call or write

•
For further information,

please call 203/743-4458 or write to
Sotheby Parke Bernet Stamp Auction Co., Inc.,

Danbury, Connecticut 06810
in New York, Sotheby Parke Bernet 212/472 -3433
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor

ARTHUR VAN VLlSSINGEN, Assoc. Editor
THE U.S. FLAG·SHIP LANCASTER
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The last few years, a good many covers from the late 1860s and early
1870s have appeared in auc tions and dealer stocks with a pret ty handstamp
consisting of the approximat e wording of the titl e of thi s article divid ed above
and below a lar ge and clear date and enclosed in an oval de picted as a rope. At
the bottom of the oval , th e rope has a knot like a bow; thi s is actua lly a nicely
tied square knot. F igure 1 illu strates this marking as a tr acing. Most, if not
all , of the examples see n b y th is writer have been struck in a nice blue. The
earliest of which we have record, of December 30, 1869, is reporte d in th e sup­
plement to Klein's United States \Vaferway Packetm arks as ha ving been struck
in bl ack. Apparently the marking continued in use through mid-187l, and it is
probable later examples are known; the writer has mad e no special effort to
catalog or record th ese typ es of markin gs.

Figure I . The purser's cachet of the U.S.S. "Lancaster".

The fact that some examples of these have been variously described in
auction catalogs as bein g mail markings also needs to be obse rve d, and a clear
statement made as to th eir probabl e nature. Actu ally, these markings are relics
of th e clerical functions aboard the ship. Probabl y they were applied by a Cap­
tain's clerk or Paymaster or his clerk; charged with the duty of takin g car e of the
mail sacks in which pers onal mails were collected so th at they might be sent
to the Unite d Stat es by the qu ickest and most reliabl e route. Th e markings really
had no more official sta nding , relati ve to the U.S. Mails, than did, say, a Missis­
sippi steamboat purser 's or clerk 's handstarnp. In the latter case, these were
probably in the interest of publicity and ad vertising for the boat; in th e form er,
because of pride in the ship or, perhaps , to assure postal clerks of the nationality
of the letters on which th e markings appea red. Both typ es of markings may also
be found struck upon offici al pap ers associated with the vessels.

What was the U.S. Flag-Ship Lancaster, of wha t was she flagship, and
where? When one walks into that beautiful museum dedicated to ships, sailing
and the seas, the Mariner 's Museum at Newport News, Virgin ia, one of the first
things to catch the eye is a hu ge golde n eagle figureh ead from a ship- towering
over every exhib it in its vicinity. This is one of the most famous figureheads of
the 19th century U.S. Navy, since it was carved by the famous woodcarver, John
Haley Bellamy in 1880 for th e U.S.S. Lancaster. Although during the later 19th
century, most U.S. naval vessels apparently did not carry elaborate figurehead s,
having only a simple billethead instead, the probable reason for the Lancaster's
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huge and impressive decoration was that she was flagship of the U.S. European
Squadron from 1881 until 1885.

As a matter of interest, probably the figurehead was about the only im­
pressive thing about the U.S.S. Lancaster or any other U.S. Navy ship in 1881,
for that matter. The Lancaster, shown in Fi gure 2, had been launched in 1859
(and chri sten ed by Miss Harriet Lane, niece and White House host for then
President James Buchanan, whose home area was Lancaster , Pennsylvania). The
Lancaster was then a top drawer class of cruiser , term ed what was then known
as a screw sloop of war. Wooden and operated with sails, with auxiliary steam
power connected to a screw that could be pulled up or even disconn ected, th is
class of vessel had all its guns on one deck. The far more famous U.S.S. Hartford,
Farragut's flagship at New Orleans and Mobile Bay during the Civil War, was
a slightly smaller similar ship, but both might be termed to b e the heavy
cruisers of their day. The Lancaster carri ed , as of May 22, 1863, 24 9" muzzle
loading smoothbore "Dahlgren" cannon and a few lighter guns, and was about
the size of a good sized World War II minesweep er. The design was com­
pletely obsolete by 1881. European navies were beginning to build stee l war­
ships, and sail was becoming completely secondary to stea m. Cuns were
far advanced over the smoothbore muzzle loaders of the Civil War era.

F.igure 2. T~e " Lancas'er", a 26 gun screw sloop of war , eq uipp ed .. a f lag ship, and wh Ich probably never
fired a shot In I nger.

The Lancaster had been sent to South Pacific waters as soon as she was
placed in service in 1859, and she had remained there through and beyond the
Civil ~ar, fin~lly returning to the Unit ed States in 1867. In 1869, she was again
placed m service to be flagship of the South Atlan tic Fl eet , serving on the east
?O~t of Sou~h Am.erica. She reach ed there in early 1870, remaining to 1875, and
It IS from this service tha t the covers to be discussed here date.

Figu.re 3 ill~lstrates a cover shown through the courtesy of Michael Laurence,
and bearmg a moe example of the IOrj 1869 stamp, tied by a New York Steamship
c.d.s. of October 21 (1870). Th e cover bears the Lancaster marking as a back­
stamp and also contains three sepa rate sections of a letter written intermittantly
between Aug. 4, 1870 (datelined "At Sea") and Sept. 15 at Montevideo. Since the
then rate of postage to Montevideo by American packet was 18rj, presumably
the cover was sent to the United States via Rio de Jani ero by the same packet ,
the postage being but 1O¢ from that point. Presumably, the cover was sent
to Rio (or put aboard the packet at sea ) by oth er than the official route. This is
one of the unu sual thin gs that often make covers from Naval personnel abroad
of much interest. Th e cover is prepaid- and th e contents indicate the letter is
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Fig ure 3. From Firsl Ass 'l Eng ineer Hiram Parker , Jr. , al Monle vld eo . Courlesy Micha el Laurence.

th at of a swain home to his girl. (Another interesting factor is the comp lain ts in
the letter th at the Admiral persisted in usin g sails when steam would get th e
ship into port sooner. A senior officer would have known and accepted th at
th e Navy Department th en had strict ord ers that stea m was only to be used
in an emergency. )

This cover, as we ll as the others shown here, demonstrates the movements
of the ships of the South Atlantic Fleet in the post war 19th century. Th e flag­
ship would stay at one port for a while and then go to another. But when the
flagship left Rio, perhap s, for Montevideo, another naval vessel would soon ar­
rive to take her place. The whole term of service was one of frequent leisurely

. ... -- .,.. ...

.
.'

. ~..

Figure 311. ReveRe of cover of Figure 3.
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Figure 4. From Lt. Richard Breck, at Montevideo.

moves from one major port to another on such a coast. In addition, frequent
messages and orders were sent by small wars hips from one port to another. In
th is situation, one could easily know from which port postal serv ice was qu ickest
and cheapest, and be able to readily use it. Prepaid covers , bearin g th e usual
New York Steamship marking, are not usual, but tho se from other than U.S.
Naval personnel are decidedl y more ra re.

Figure 4 shows still another cover written aboard th e Lancaster at Monte­
video, but thi s was not prepaid. In terestingly, this cove r also contains a letter ,
from one Ensign Richard A. Breck to his sister at hom e. Another cover from
the same correspondence is backstamp ed with th e Lan caster cachet on May 15,
1870, and the tracing of the marking of F igure 1 was mad e from that cover.

Figure 5 shows another cover prepaid with a 10ri 1869 stamp, from aboard
the Lancaster at Bahi a, Brazil, on Jan. 24, 1871. The Lancaster marking, struck in
blue as usual, is so carefull y struck that an out er rectangle also appears, prob­
ably the edge of the face of the mar king instrument. The headi ngs of two of the
enclosures of the cover are shown, also. Th is cover is from the same correspond­
ence as that of Figure 3, but is writte n a few months lat er , and th e contents
confi rm the letters are from a young officer hom e to his fianc ee. Again, th e
postage is prep aid , and is the correct rate for th e American packet from th e
Brazils to the Uni ted States.

Th e U.S. Mail and Post Office Assista nt for October 1870 carried a letter
from Joseph Blackfan , Supt. of Foreign Mails, announcing a new postal treaty
with Brazil. The letter was dated Sept. 12, 1870, and the tr eaty was effective
Chronicle 94 { May 1977 {Vol. 29, No.2 115



"immediately." The single letter rate was raised to 15¢ per half ounce, ra ther
than th e standard W ¢ for letters by packet from countries with which the
Un ited Stat es did not have a postal treat y. So, the letter of Fi gure 5 got under
th e wire in a way, W ¢ being acceptable, possibly, because the change had not
yet been an nounced. It is also possible the fact that the cover reveals no ex­
ternal evide nce of its origin at Bahia (by the new treaty, one of the Brazilian
exchange offices) has con sid erable bearing up on why additiona l postage was not
charged. Un doub tedly, too , most covers origina ting in Brazil would bear
Brazilian and not U.S. postage stamps I
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Figure 6 displays an exception to the idea of the previous paragraph, since
it was sent only a few months later, and it bears 15¢ in United States postage.
However, as was commented earlier, the unu sual and the exceptions are to be
expected in covers from the Navy . This cover, bearing a 15¢ National Banknote
ungrilled stamp, bears the blue handstamp of the Lancaster on the front, dated
April 28, 1871. The cover is addressed to Pottsville, Pa ., as are the covers of
Figures 3 and 5, but this is a printed and different address . Although this seems
a coincidence, it is not. The cover contains a letter date-lined at Montevideo,
also on April 28, and is from the same young Engineer officer as wrote the
other letters, one Hiram Parker, Jr. But here, he prepays his letter hom e to his
father. The enclosed lett er, datelined at Montevideo, comments that the letter
is being sent "by an English steamer going to New York," but the listed postage
(USM & PDA) at the time from (or to) Montevideo was 18¢ by American
Packet. It would be of interest to secure more expert opinions as to why 15¢
rather than 10¢ was paid on lett ers arriving by stea mers from nations not hav­
ing a postal treaty with the United States. In any case, upon arrival at New York,
the 15¢ stamp received the usual New York Steamship hand stamp with date
of June 6 (1871).
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UDited Statet of North·America.

Figure 6. From P.r ker to his father. from Montevideo.

As we noted, the history of the Lancaster has been dealt with at some
length, which may not seem very appropriate in an article presented as posta l
history. Yet , there are covers from a good many correspondences bearing the
Lancaster cachet around- such as the Looker correspondence from wh ich covers
have been offered in the market in recent months. If these comments on the ship
an d its pictur e make the covers more interesting an d exhibition wri te-ups more
accurate, then we shall be well satisfied.

It was pointed out that covers from aboard U.S. Navy ships on foreign
station are often differ ent from other covers, and some of the reasons for this.
For example, pre-treaty covers would usually be collect, when from other than
Navy sources. Post tre aty covers from other than the Navy would probably be
either unpaid or bear foreign stamps. Yet, th e covers of this article bear U.S.
stamps, and yet, after the treaty, apparently comply with the treaty rate-except
tha t one of them may have gone by British rather than American packet. All
this makes one wonder whether this article goes best into the 1869, the Bank­
note or the Foreign Mails Sectionl
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLEr Editor
A TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM WYER
Since the article later in this section on the sale of the Wyer R R Collec­

tion was prepared we ha ve learned of th e passing on Feb. 22, 1977, of William
Wyer. "Bill" Wyer , as he was known to his many friends in the business world
and in philatelic circles, was both a fine gentleman and a dedicat ed postal
historian. A lon g-time member of the Clas sics Society and man y other philat elic
groups, he was always ready and willin g to assist th e researcher with his knowl­
edge an d collection. Bill, in company with Bill Hicks and Tracy Simpson, edited
Chuck Remele's notes and produced the Rem ele Catalog of u.s. Rail way Mark­
ings 1837-1861. Your Editor has worked with Bill Wyer for some 25 years and
has had th e benefit of his generous help on both the T owle-Mey er Catalog and
the U.S. Transit Markings Cat alog. W e shall miss Bill tr emendously, but his
contributions will live on and his wife and famil y can be proud that be belon gs
to that long list of dis tinguish ed ph ilat elic students that hav e made the U.S.
Philatelic Class ics Society the leading organi zation in its field .

C.L.T.
(1) Feature Covers

The two stampless "Railroad Service" covers shown carry close association
with th e operations of early canals. These covers were submitted by William
Kremper and are typi cal of the five known covers of th is type. We also thank
William Coles, owner of one of the other covers, for his assistance.

Figure 1 is an undat ed cover addressed to Messrs. I. & J. Stovers , Erwinna,
Bucks Co ., Pa. It carries an oval "TRE NTON / SEP/ 13/C. & A. RR," retouched
slightly for clarity. The C. & A., of course, refers to Camden & Amboy RR
There is no year da te on th e cover . It carri es directions to the "Ticket Agen t at
Frenchtown" to forward it , and, in addition , the dir ection "Canal Service." The
second cover (not illu strated ) has a similar "T REN TON" oval on the rev erse
and has similar manuscript address and dir ecti ons excep t that it requests "Mr.
James D ilts, F reight Agent at Frenchtown," to deliver.

Figur. 1. Cov., with oval TRENTON Ind "C l nll S.rvlc. .. •
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Figure 2 shows a corner card of the Delawar e and Raritan Canal, Penna.
RR Co., Trenton, N.J., with printed and un derli ned "R R SERVICE." It is
stamped with oval "PENNA. RR/ Nov 2 1S78/ WARRE N ST./TRENTON, N.J."
and is addressed to Messrs. Jacob & Isaac Stovers, Frenchtown, N.J., and is
marked "Canal Service" in manuscript.
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Figure 2. Corner cerd of Delaware end Raritan Canal . Endorsed "Canal Serv ice ,"

These very interesting envelopes are among the relati vely few known
associated with the history of cana l service-in this case the Delaware & Raritan
Canal. Th e Delaware & Raritan Canal Co. was incorporated in New Jersey Feb.
4, 1830, and constru ction began the latter part of 1830, with operations com­
mencing May 1834. The canal ran from the Delaware River at Bordentown, N.J.,
through Trenton (6 m.), Williamsburg (17 m.), Kingston (20 m.), Griggstown
(24 m.), Millstone (31 m.), Bound Brook (36 m.) to the Raritan River at New
Brunswick (43 m.). As built, it was 75 ft. wide at the water line and 7 ft. deep
with 14 locks 24 ft. x 112 ft. with a total rise and fall of 116 ft. About 1852 the
depth was increased to 8 ft. and the lock length to 220 ft. , while in 1866 an addi­
tionallock was built at New Brunswick. Up to 1840 the cost was $2,830,000. In
1872 the D. & R owned 44 canal boats, which were pulled by horses and mules.
Th e principal commo dity transport ed was anthraci te coal with maximum traffic
of 2,327,000 tons handled in 1871. Traffic stea dily declined until 1932 when
operations were discontinued. On May 8, 1872, the Delaware & Raritan Canal
Co. was merged with Camden & Amboy R.R and New Jersey RR & Trans. Co.
All of these united companies were under control by lease to the Penns ylvania
RR, which also leased the Belvidere-Delaw are RR built on the east side of
the Delaware River from Trenton north to Lambertville, Raven Rock, and
Frenchtown to Phillipsburg and to connection with the Lackawanna RR at
Manunka Chunk.

For our discussion of these covers we must not e that the Delaware & Raritan
Canal also owned a feeder canal 22 m. long, 60 ft. wide, and 6 ft . deep , on the
east side of the Delaware River from Trenton north to a place called Raven Rock
for purposes of water supply only.

We suspect, since these covers were ohviou sly carried free over the
Belvidere-Delaware RR and directed to its agent at Frenchtown, that they
had to do with the business functions of the Unite d Companies, and that th e
Stovers boys had some connection with the Delaware River dam, the feeder canal,
and the water supply arrangements. Env elopes were probably marked "Ca nal
Service" since each company in the United Comp ani es had sepa rate accounting.
Since Trenton to Frenchtown was strictly carri age by railroad, these covers
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are definitely in the RRS. category, but your editor doubts that "Canal Servi ce"
bore any connotation of carriage on cana l boats, but was merely to explain free
movement over the Belvidere RR and assignm ent of any costs involved .

Erwinn a, Pa., wa s located across the river from Frenchtown , N.J., and two
miles to the south. Canal boats did not opera te in the river at th is point; en­
velopes were undoubtedl y carried by hand between Frenchtown and Erwinna.

Th ere is one other possibility that should be mentioned and that is th at the
Stovers may have been employed by the Delaware Division Canal of the Lehigh
Coal and Navigation Co . This canal, sometimes called th e Delaware and Lehigh,
ran on th e west side of the Delaware River from Bristol , Pa., through Morrisville
(9 m.) New Hope (26 m.), Center Bridge (30 m.), Lumberville (33 m.-opposite
Raven Rock, N.J.) Pt. Ple asant (35 m.), Erwinna (41 m.), Uhlerstown (43 m.­
opposite Frenchtown, N.J.), Monro e (49 m.) to Easton , Pa. (60 m.), where it mad e
connection with the Lehigh canal of the same company to Anthracite Region
via Mauch Chunk. This canal probably was a traffic feeder to the Delaware &
Raritan Canal and th e rai lroa d "Free" letters to the Stovers may have been con­
cerning transfer traffi c or ma tters of mutual interest to canal opera tors.

'When one of th ese letters is located with contents, or when one of our
New Jersey specialists identifies the occupation and employm ent of th e Stovers,
we will probably kno w th e corr ect answer, but, until th en , the most logical con­
clusion is th at "Cana l Service" refers to intern al bu siness of the Delaware &
Raritan Canal Co., handled free over associated railro ad lines. Read er comm ent
on thi s question would be most welcome.

(2) Ce nte nn ial R.P.O.

In Chronicle 92 we reported on a facin g slip bearing an 1876 Centenn ial
RP.O. marking and requ ested further information from our readers. John Kay,
co-author of Penn sylvania Postal History, reports: "The following is taken from
a book entitle d Report of th e Board on behalf of United Stat es Execut ive De­
partments at th e International Exhibition held at Philadelphia, Pa., 1876, Vol. II ,
published by th e Government Printing Office in 1884:"

In con nection with th e Cent enni al Bran ch Offi ce were two rail way post-offices
in wh ich were m ade u p . under th e supervision of th e Assistan t Gene ra l Supe ri n ­
tendent of th e Railway Mai l Serv ice. by a comp ete nt corps of clerks de tailed from
the various lines of ra ilway post-o ffices th rough ou t th e cou n try, a ll th e ou tgo ing
mails from th e exh ibition gro u nds. T he nu mber of lett ers and circulars ha nd led
in th ese cars, durin g th e continua nce of th e exhi bition , is sta ted at 30.000 per day
during th e m on th s of August, September and October. The tot al nu mb er handled
is est imated ,a t 4 m illi on pie ces.

The abov e sta teme nt in clu des circula rs received from the city office for m ail ­
ing on th e cars. and likewise lett ers and circulars deposi ted in th e pedestal boxes in
the Branch post-offices. and in the mailing boxes of the two post -office car s.

Els ewhere th e following figures are given for the amoun t of mail matter
collected by the Centennial branch office: mail letters 730,820; local letters
205,199; mail and local post cards 205,687; newspapers 383,911; total 1,580,617.
Mr . Kay doubts that th e difference betw een the abo ve figures and th e total
of 4 million pieces in the quoted excerpt could be explained by the pieces mail ed
on th e RP.O. cars. There must have been a large number of circulars handled
from th e city post office and in all probability it was the mailing of circulars
which would generat e sufficient volume of mail to bag dir ectly for the Luding­
ton & Tol edo Agent.

We are gra teful to Mr. Kay for his research which explains the presence
of Asst. Supt. J. Jameson at the Centenn ial Branch and gives a valid reason
for the unusual mail dispatch practices.

(3) Kelle he r Sale of the Willia m Wyer Collection

For railway and stea mboat transit markin gs collectors all attention was
centered on Boston on Jan . 31 and Feb. 1, Hl77. Not since the 1940 Rob ert
Laurence sale or th e 1967 Hicks collection sale have postal historians concerned
with transit markings had such an opportunity; and this one was the foremost
sale of its typ e in recent memory. Th e 1675 lots of transit markings-for th e first
time in any auction-were describ ed and estimated using the new U.S. Transit
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Markings Catalog , Vol. I. Throughout it all, however , was a sense of regret
that it was necessary for Will iam Wyer to disperse wha t was (and probably
ever will be) the greatest collection of railro ad markings covers of all time.

The gross sales realization of $240,000 easily made it the foremost transit
markings sale of all time and there were opportunities for all posta l historians
to acquire outstanding items.

To the regret of markings specialists the value of quite a few of the lots
was considerab ly distorted by being on or with the 5¢ or 10¢ 1847 issue
or other high value stamps . Thus the price reali zed and value for catalog
purposes was inflated and stamp collectors set the price according to the condi­
tion or attractiveness of the stamp.

The 10¢ 1847 was found with railway markings in four lots: the high point
of the sale-$16,000-was reached by a Remele L-6-a-Little Miami RR-with
a strip of six 10¢. Others with single copies of #2 brought $3,600 for a Remele
W-7-d-Wilmington & Raleigh R.R; $2,800 for a Remele B-l-b-Baltimore RH.;
and $2,500 for U.S. Express Mail, Boston.

No fewer than 27 of the high value lots bore the 5¢ 1847 alone or in
combination with local stamps. The Remele numbers and prices realized were
as follows: A-2-b, $1,350; B-l-b, $1,050; B-l-f, $525; B-2-a, $1,150; B-3-a, $460;
B-12-d $675· C-4-b $1 700· E-3-a $500, H-4-h $" 000· L-7-b $440, M-5-d
$700; N-5, $950; N-12-b', ~n:ooo; N-14-a,'$2,600: ' N:r5-a,' $1,000; N-15:e, $675;
N-20-a, $525; N-23, $1,800; P-6-a, $1,800; P-16-b, $1,300; R-4-b, $1,800; R-7-a,
$1,000; R-9, $850; W-l-a, $1,600; W-4-a, $700; W-.5-c, $850. In very few of
these cases was the rarity of the marking an important factor in the price. A real
regret to markings collectors was that the only known example of T-M 305-C-l,
Richmond & Potomac R.R., sold at $1,700 because of two 5¢ 1847s on the cover.

Many other items were affected by the stamp value instead of marking
rarity, such as a Baltimore RR, B-l-c, $3,400 with Baltimore carrier lLB5; a
Pha. & Baltimore R.R, P-7-b, on Carter's Dispatch entire, $1,300; an A-5-a,
Atlantic & St. L. RR, with two 1O¢ greens (Scott 13 and 14), $1,050; an F. C.
& R & B. Mail Line, T-M 41-H-l, with two Black Jacks and a 1O¢ green, $625;
and a South Carolina RR, S...5-b, with strip of three 1¢ blue imperforate, $600.

As Henry Meyer would have said, with the "Oh, my!" covers removed from
the discussion , the postal historians had real opportunities to judge values in
this trend setting sale. Station markings reached very high levels with a Va. C.
R R Cobham (T-M 303-S-2), with CSA #3 and turned use with US #11, at
$1,700; the same marking with CSA #7 .at $525; an Estell Springs-No & C.
R R (T-M 51O-S-1) with two CSA #7 at $1,500, and with CSA #6 at $900; a
Wartrace-No & C. RR (T-M 510-S-3) at $900; a Va. C. RR Fisherville (T-M
303-S-3) with CSA #2 at $750; a Hannibal & St. Joseph RR, Brookfield (Remele
H-~-S) with US #26, only known use, at $700; a Housatonic R R , Botsford (T-M
88-S-1) with US #10, again only known use, 8675; a B. & O. RR-Ijamsvill e
(T-M 274-S-9) with #64b on patriotic at $550; a bold B. & O. Sykesville (T-M
274-S-4a) with #26 at $480, and the excessively rar e Va. C. RR-Afton (T-M
303-S-9) at $400.

Several unusual items brought startling prices: a fine example of the very
rare "Jarrett & Palmer's Special Fast Transcontinental Train" (T-M T-2) with
# 158 reached a new high of $1,300; the N. York C. RR, J. F. Case, Receiver,
Savannah Office (Remele N-11~) with #26 reached $850, while what may be
the only legitimate Confederate rout e agent markin g, Ala. & Ten. Riv. RR
(Remele A-I-b) , with CSA #1, brought a bargain $460.

Railway rou te agent marking covers with normal postage or use brought
strong returns indicative of the value of these very rare items. A Baltimore RR,
Remele B-l-a, on stampless cover, reach ed $1,150; a unique Railro ad -Utica
(R-4-e) on stampless, $800; the earliest known railroad marking-"Railroad" in
old English letters (Remele R-4-a)-on stampless brought $600; while "Railroad"
(Remele R-4-h) on 1841 stampless brought $575.

Among the category of "only known example" were many lots in this sale :
Eaton & Hamilton R R. (Remele E-3Jf) on UIO at $725; Hempfield RR (Remele
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H-3J2) with #26 at $625; Cleveland & Mah, n.R. (Hemele C-19) with # 11 at
$600; Chicago & Rock Id. RR. Ill. (Remele C-13-a) with # 11, $575; M. R &
L. E. RR (Remele M-l-d) with # 11, $575; Manassas Gap R.R (Remele M-3)
with #11 , $525; Northeastern R R (Remele N-18) with # 11, $525; Ch icago &
Milwk. R R. (Remele C-11) with #26, and Iron Moun tain RR. (Remele 1-8)
with # 26 each brought $440.

The unique opportunity to acquire fine excessively rare railway markings
resulted in many strong bids such as Cayuga & Susqh . R.R. (Remele C-4-a) with
# 11, $650; Clev. Zansv, & Cini. RR (Remele C-23-b) with # 11, $650; Racine &
Miss. RR (Rem ele R-l -a) with # 11, $625; Beaver Meadow RR (Remele B-5)
with # 26, $600; Mad River & L. Erie R.R (Remele M-l-c) wit h # 11, $575; P &
W . RR in the rare stra ight line type (Remele P-16-a), $550; Chemung R.R
(Remele C-8) on stampless, $525; Indianapolis & Bellefontaine R.R (Remele
1-3) on UlO, $500; Vermont & Canada RR (Remele V-I ) in red with # 10, $500;
and Indianapolis & Cincinn ati RR (Remele I-4-b) wit h # 11 at $440.

Notable rea lizations were also secured on waterway agent markings which
seldom appea r at auction: a Louisville & Cincinnati Mail Lin e (USTMC
0-21-C3) in red with # 10 brought $1,600, while a similar marking (in black ?)
with a pair of # 11 b rought $625; a St. Louis & Keokuk Steam (UST MC N-12-b)
with #7 reached $900; a Louisville & Cincinnati Mail Line (USTMC 0-2l -d)
with #10, $700; a N. O. & Vick. Riv. M. (UST lv[C M-15-c) with # 26, $650; a
fancy Lou isville & St. Louis Mail Rout e (USTMC 0 -22-b) with # 11, $600; a
L'ville & Cinti. Mail Line (USTMC 0 -21-f) on U26 reached $525; a Mississippi
River marking G. D. D. & Min. Pkt. Co. (USTMC N-l -b) wen t for $480; and the
U. S. Mail Saturday Ev ening Packet St. Natchez-Rt. 8165 (USTMC M-15-p) with
#26 realized $460.

Throughout the sale there were many oth er fine, rar e, and unique items.
Many transit markings collectors and postal historians now treasure railroad ,
agent, station, an d wa terway markings of the 1840-85 period wh ich were ob­
tained at this outstanding sale. The attrac tive catalog, alon g with its companion
volum e of illustrations of the lots and the list of pr ices realized , provides
a very valuable future reference source . Collectors are urged to preserve their
copies, which surely in time will be of considerable historic and research value.
(4) Newly Reported Marki ngs III
We are happy to dedicate this listing of newly reported markings to Wil­

liam Wyer, dean of U.S. railway markin gs collectors . Every markin g in this list­
ing was reported by Mr. Wyer or recentl y belonged in his collection. In another
section we rep or ted on the sale of the bulk of Bill Wyer's unsurpassed U.S.
railway marking collection. It is sad to contemplate the dispersal of this fine
collection by which Mr. Wyer was instrumental in helping all those working with
the cataloging of railway markings-Remel e, Hicks, Meyer , and your Editor.
The philatelic world owes Bill much gratitude for his ability and the sharing of
his collection. I un derstand that he is retaining his R P.O. cover collection for a
wh ile and I wish him con tinu ed interest and enjoyment with his remaining covers.
I also wish to thank Dr. Call and Mr. Ross for assisting with this listing. [Editor's
note: Plate II, in the February issue, was mistakenly labelled Plate 1. Plate I ap­
peared in Novembe r.]
116·F-I : 24'12. b lack . 1874. III. (Albany &: Susquehanna R.P.O.) .
356-C -I: 27. black. 1885. II I. (Athens &: Union Point. Ga .).
113-n-l : 27. black. 1886. bl ack "S" killer. III. (Babylon &: New York) .
70-N-4: 27. black. 1886. I. (Bosto n, Provi den ce and New York) .
80-M-I: 27. black. 1884. I. (Bosto n. Springfield and New York) .
lI 5-T -2: 25, bl ue . Banknotc , black "D" kill er. I. (Bu ffalo & Toledo) .
694-V- I : 24'12. black, Banknote . II I. (Burlington &: Missouri Ri ver , Ia .) .
620-1.-1: 27'12. black, Eigh ties. II. (Cad illac, Mich. &: Fort Wayne. Ind .) .
421-K-I : 26. black, Banknote. I. (Ca iro, I11. ·New Orleans, La . Southe rn Div.) .
357-M· I: 27'12 . black , 1883. I. (Ch a ttanooga, T erm -Atl anta, Ga. Nigh t Lin e) .
708-G-2 : 27, black. 1885, black n ega tive " N" killer. I . (Ch icago &: Cent ralia Dav) .
837-K-2: 27'12 . b lack , 1883, b lack "E" ki ller. I. (Chicago-La Cross e, Wis .) . .
753-1-1: 26'12. black. 1886. II. (Ch icago-McGregor. Ia -St. Paul . Minn . Western Div .) .
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Newly Reported Markings III

116-F-l 113-0-1

70-N-4 80-M-l 115-T-2 694-V-1

620-L-1 421-K-1 708-G-2

E
357-M-1 837-K-2 753-1-1

302-L-1 610-1-1 709-H-1 567-G-3

302·L·l: 27\1'2. black. 1883. 111. (Clifton Forge. Va.·Huntin gton , W . Va.) .
610·1·1: 27\1'2. b lack. Banknote. 111. (Ch icago. Ill-Dctrc l t . Mich .) .
709·H·I : 26\1'2. blue. Banknote. II. (Freeport & Centra lia. Ill.) .
567·G·3: 28 \1'2. bla ck. 1883. I. (Gra fton. W. Va .-Chi cago Northern Di\' .) .
1·9·e: 30lh·21%. DC blue. eighties. 111. (Jack sonville-Enterprise. Fla. St. Johns R iver Steamboat) .
911.Q ·I : 27Y2' black. 1885, bla ck "N" killer. II. (La junta, Col -Albuquerque, N.l\LT.) .
115·1\1·2: 25\1'2. black. 1870. III . (Lake Shore H. .P .O. ·Buffalo. N.Y.·Toledo. 0.) .
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180.5-2: shield, blue, parti al , 1857. V. (Laury's, Pa., Lehigh Valley R.R. Station 9 miles nor th
of Allent own , Pa.) .
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!Vrite t?day for further ~) information. liJ

I
:~:.~~~~:. !

Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 ~
:;;;;;;d
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the world. We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United States, we stock Trans-At lan tic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usually have a few Terri­
torials and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawaii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Street, South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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WE ARE PAYING OVER scon CATALOG

FOR UNITED STATES SINGLES

IN OG. VF. AND BETTER QUALITY
If you have a quality collection or individual items for sale please
call us toll free for an appointment to see your holdings. Call
800-225-6276 today for the highest price•••

We also purchase seconds & fine quality U.S. & foreign stamps

& covers.

Our firm is in dire need of material for Fall & Winter and our
buyers are prepared to purchase any and all lots offered to us
at extremely high prices.

Or write us with a detailed description of your holdings.

Ref. First National Bank of Boston, ASDA, APS, SPA, BIA, AFDCS.

We will travel to take material for auction or purchase for cash .

JUST DIAL 800-225·6276 TOLL FREE FOR AN APPOINTMENT

ASK FOR

"The Collectors' Auctioneer"@

148 STATE STREET

ASDA APS

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02109

SPA BIA AFDCS USPCS

Ref. Fint National Bank of BOlton
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
SAILINGS OF THE CUNARD COMPANY'S MAIL PACKETS
FROM BOSTON AND NEW YORK

9 JANUARY 1850 TO 28 DECEMBER 1859
WALTER HUBBARD

INTRODUCTION
Alth ough the corresponding westbound sailing and arrival dates are shown,

these lists are primarily concerned with the carria ge of th e United States mails
to Liverpool by the Cunard Company's packets and are , in this respect, thought
to be complete. Sailings by Cunard vessels not carrying th e U.S. mails or under
charter to other pa rties have not, in general, been included .

In contrast to the subsequent decade, in these ten years the planned
schedule of the Cunard Company was altered on a number of occasions.

1851
In 1851, Africa (from Liverp ool 25 October) ran onto the rocks on the Irish

coast in thick fog, and had to return to Liverpool. Canada sailed from Liverpool
on Tuesday th e 28th (with A frica's mails) and also replaced her on the return
trip by sailing from New York on Wednesday 19 Novembe r.

1853
In 1853, Asia's departure from New York (scheduled for 12 Janu ary) was de­

layed for two days by a snow storm and, on her arrival at Liverpool on 26 Janu­
ary, it was reporte d th at she brought "letters to 13 Janu ary".

1854
In 1854, shortly after her arrival at New York on 14 February, Africa

grounded on a sho al in th e harbour , on a high spring tide. She had arrived
th e previous day and an chored outside in thick fog. As it was not known whether
she could be got off in time to make the sailing scheduled for 22 February (or
whe ther she would be fit to make the voyage), it was arra nge d that Ame rica
should replace her by sailing on that dat e. Th e full details as to how America
came to be ava ilable for this unexpected voyage at short notic e are outside
the scope of th ese notes but , in bri ef, sailing from Liverpool on 31 January
under chart er to th e American novelist, Nath aniel Hawthorne, in his capacity
as United States consul at Liverpool, she arri ved at Boston on 16 February with
the sur vivors of the stea m ship San Francisco which had been saved by the
ship A ntarctic. In the eve nt, Africa was successfully refloated and, on 23 Febru­
ary, she sailed from New York whilst Ame rica sailed from Boston on the same
day, the latter vesse l carrying the mails intended for A frica. They crossed in
company, to arr ive at Liverpool on 7 March.

In 1854, on 14 February, (the same day as Africa was neap ed in New
York harbour), th e screw steamer Alps was substituted for N iagara in the Cunard
Company's advertisements of their sailing from Liverpool scheduled for the 18th.
Alps sailed on 19 February, a day late, with the British mails for Boston. Wh en
her sister ship, Andes, arrived at Boston on the 28th, it was announced that she
would take the place of Nia gara on the return trip from Boston on 15 March.
Thus Nia gara was replaced by Alps on the outward tr ip, and by Andes on the
return. The cause of all this improvisation was that on her arr ival at Liverpool
on 14 February , th e British Government had taken over Ni agara to serve as a
military transport. On 23 February she sailed from Liverpool for Malta, with
troops on board. By 29 March she was back at Liverpool and was to make one
more trip as a transport before she sailed aga in for Cunard from Liverpool on
27 May for Boston.

At the end of 1854, th e Wednesday sailings from Boston and New York
on 20 and 27 December were not made. Although the Cunard Company's
advertisements show Nia gara as scheduled to sail from Liverpool on 25 November
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for Boston, it ~ems that she had again become a military transport. She sailed
from Liverpool on 25 November, via Gibralt ar and Malta , with troops, artil­
lery and mails for the Black Sea and the Crimea. No Cu narder sailed from
Liverpool on 2 December, and no vessel was available in New York to make
the Wednesday sailing of 27 December, as it was decided that America (from
Liverpool 9 December) should remain at Boston until she made the first of the
1855 fortnightly sailings on 3 January. The heavy demands tha t the British
Government were making on the Cunard fleet presumably meant that the
Company had no substitutes available.

The Cunard Line'...P....i. ... I.unched In 1856. w•••n Iron p.ddle .te.mer of 3.300 ton •• Her .peed . nd
perform.nce helped m.int.in Cunard . ver.ge. in the 1850. . 5he m.de • record westward crolling in 1856•
• ver.ging 13.25 knot • .

1855
In 1855, Canada's sailing from Boston on 14 March was delayed for three

days "owing to an accident to one of her side-levers." If th e Exchange Offices
had known of this delay, they may have marked all or some of her mail accord­
ingly.

1856
In 1856, America (from Liverpool 6 December) "encountered a furious

storm when off Cape Clear, which swept her decks and so disabled her th at
she had to put back to Liverpool, where she arrived on the morning of the
lOth inst. [D ecember] . The Canada was immediately got ready to take out the
mails and passengers of the America and left Liverpool . . . on the 12th". She
thus became available to take America's place in the sailing from Boston
scheduled for 31 December. The damage to Am erica must have been super­
ficial, as she sailed again from Liverpool four weeks later.

1858
In 1858, on the night of 14 August, Arabia (7 days out from Liverpool),

mistook the lights of Europa (3 days out from Boston) for those of Cape Race
and rammed her. Arabia, after some delay, proceeded to New York, but Europa
went to Halifax for repairs as she had lost her cutwater and had her stem
knocked off. Her mails were picked up by Persia a few days later. On board
Europa, one can only imagine Captain Leitch's feelings (and language?) as
Arabia closed in on him like a homing pigeon .

Th e days elapsed between sailing dates from Boston and New York and
arrival dates at Liverpool give the following avera ge passage times of the Cunard
fleet for the ten years in question.

Year 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859
Days U.5 11.1 11.3 11.15 11.45 11.4 11.1 11.1 11.1 l U I

(0.1 days equals 2 hrs. 24 m.)
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These figures are not precise in themselves, as the departure times of th e
Cunard packet s varied and they arr ived at Liverpool all around th e clock. They
are, neve rthe less, usefu l for comparative purposes. The improvement in 1851­
1853 was prob abl y du e in part to the replacemen t of H ibernia by Asia and A frica,
but th is does not explain th e fallin g off in 1854 and 1855. The latt er year can­
not be accounted for bv the effect of the Crimean War on th e Cunard fleet ,
as two of th eir best ships were among the four whic h maintained th e fortni ghtly
service from Boston .

It may be worthw hile to compare the Cunard figures in th ese middle
years with th ose of th e Collins Line. In 1853, at 10.9 days, they were six hours
faster th an Cun ard . In 1854 and 1855 they were 11.2 and 11.5-very similar
to Cunard, so that both lines were affected in much the same way. Th e proba­
bility is th at th ey expe rienced excep tionally bad weather in these two years.

The good perform ances from 1856 to 18.')9 must have been du e to some
extent to th e record-breaking Persia which, on her 28 trips, avera ged 10.08 days.
Had Cambria, whi ch she replaced, made these voyages, she would, on her past
record, have added 0.3 days to each of the last four years. Comp arisons with
th e Collins Line packets break down in 1856 and 1857 as, by th en, they were
chartering vessels to replace those lost in service, and their average went up to
about 12 days.

The prevailing wind being south-westerly, packets outward bound from
Li verpool were more likely to be delayed than those going the othe r way. The
slowest voyage I have notice d is one by N iagara in 1852. Sailing from Liverpool
on 17 January, she encoun tered strong headwinds, ran short of coal and had to
put into Halifax to re -fuel. She arr ived at Boston on 7 February- 21 days out.

From September 1850, the arriva l dates reported show no appreciable
difference in passage tim es from New York direct and from Boston via Halifax.
The mileage from New York was about 100 miles more than th at from Boston
and, although Halifax was almost on the direct route from Boston, the call
th ere more or less cancelled out the extra distance In June 1850, one of Th e
Times reporters, in comparing a voyage by Europa with one by Atlanti c of the
Collins Lin e, allowed 15 hours for the "detour going into Halifax, rema ining at
the wh arf, and coming out from Halifax."

The arrival dates at Halifax have not been included, but another report, in
March 1852, sta ted th at "the Cunar de rs norm ally took 33-36 hours from Boston
to Halifax."

As the Cunard Company's programme stipulated that sailings were to be on
Wednesdays from Boston and New York and on Saturdays from Liverpool, the
normal turn-round tim e at all thr ee term inals was fairly constant-increased by
a fast passage, decreased by a slow. Spot checks throughout the period show
about 5 or 6 days at Liverpool and approximately twice that at Boston and
New York.

With regard to th e lists themselves, conflicting arrival dates were not in­
frequently published and, where I have noticed them, preference has been given
to th at by "the man on the spot". Also, mails were occasionally taken off by
tender and, in such cases, could have been landed before a vessel reached her
berth. Arrivals round about midnight have been the most troublesome as it is
difficult to put a date on "befo re early on Saturday morning" or, for th at matter ,
"a little after midnight tonight".

Ab br eviati on s: B Boston ; NY New York; LP Liverpool ; H al. Halifax ; QT Queen stown . FIV or
L /V: Fi rst or last voyage.

REFERENCES
Li verpo ol T elegra ph 6' Shi pping 6' Com mercial Gazette , 1849-1860.
New York Daily Tribu ne, 1849-1854.
N ew York T im es, 1851-1860.
Th e Times, 1849-1860.
Chronicle 94 I May 1977 I Vol. 29, No . 2128



CUNARD LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM BOSTON AND NEW YORK

9 January to 11 September 1850-via Halifax to Liverpool

1850
Arr.

NotesSa t. LP Date Port P acket Wed. A r r. Date LP
8 Dec (no sailing) 2 Jan

15 do 30 Dec B CAMBRIA 9 Jan 22 Jan (0330)
22 do (no sailing) 16 Jan
29 do 16 Jan NY CANADA 23 Jan 4 Feb (0130)

5 Jan (no sailing) 30 Jan

12 do 25 do B NIAGARA 6 Feb 17 Feb. (1330)
19 do (no sailing) 13 Feb
26 do 11 Feb NY EUROPA 20 Feb 4 Mar (a .m .)

2 Feb (no sailing) 27 Feb

9 do 25 do B AMERICA 6 Mar 19 Mar (0200)
16 do (no saili ng) 13 Mar
23 do II Mar NY CANADA 20 Mar I Apr (2400)
2 Mar (no sailing) 27 Mar

9 do 23 do B NIAGARA 3 Apr 16 Apr
16 do (no sailing) 10 Apr
23 do 6 Apr NY EUROPA 17 Apr 29 Apr (1000)
30 do (no sailing) 24 Apr

6 Apr 20 do B AMERICA I May 13 May (0530)
13 do 3 May NY CAMBRIA 8 May 21 May
20 do 3 do B CANADA 15 May 26 May (1200)
27 do 9 do NY NIAGARA 22 May 3 Jun (1100)
4 May 17 do B HIBERNIA 29 May 10 Jun (1445)

II do 23 do NY EUROPA 5 Jun 16 Jun (a .m .)
18 do 28 do B ASIA 12 Jun 22 Jun (0700) F/V
25 do 6 Jun NY AMERICA 19 Jun 30 Jun

I Jun 12 do B CANADA 26 JUII 7 Jul

8 Jun 23 J un NY CAMBRIA 3 J u l 16 J ul (0530)
15 do 26 do B NIAG ARA 10 Jul 20 J ul (2300)
22 do 3 Jul NY EUROPA 17 Jul 28 Jul (1400) 10d. 9 h rs,
29 do 12 do B HIBERNIA 24 Jul 4 Aug (p .m .)
~ Jul 21 do NY AMERICA 31 Jul 13 Aug (0015)

13 do 23 do B ASIA 7 Aug 17 Aug (0730)
20 do 2 Aug NY CANADA 14 Aug 26 Aug (0600)
27 do 8 do B CAMBRIA 21 Aug 2 Sep (0330) see note I

3 Aug 16 do NY NIAGARA 28 Aug 9 Sep (1810)

10 do 21 do B EUROPA 4 Sep 15 Sep (2400)
17 do 31 do NY AMER ICA II Sep 22 Sep (1030) last call a t Hal.

from NY-13 Sep-
tem ber

18 September 1850 to 13 December 1854-from Boston via Halifax to Liverpool
- from New York direct to Liverpool

1850
Arr.

Sat. LP Da te P or t Packet Wed. Arr. Da te LP Notes
24 Aug 6 Sep B HIBERNIA 18 Sep 29 Sep (2350) L/V
31 do I I do NY ASIA 25 Sep 5 Oct (2400) see note 2

7 Sep 17 do B CANADA 2 Oct 14 Oct (0200)
14 do 27 do NY NIAGARA 9 Oct 20 Oct (2130)
21 do 5 Oct B CAMBRIA 16 Oct 27 Oct 1500)
28 do 11 do NY EUROPA 23 Oct 3 Nov (0900)

5 Oct 18 do B AMERICA 30 Oct 10 Nov (1200)

1. CAMBRIA carried th e heavi est mail of th e year from Liverpool-26,Ooo letters for the
United States alone.

2. ASIA, on the westward trip , mad e th e Line's last call at Halifax when bound for New
York. On the way back, she put up a new record by crossing in IOd. 7 hrs,
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Arr.
NotesSat. LP Date P or t Packet Wed. Arr. D a te LP

12 do 23 do NY ASIA 6 Nov 17 Nov (0730)
19 do 29 do B CANA DA 13 Nov 24 Nov (1200)
26 do 8 Nov NY AFRICA 20 Nov I Dec (0800) F/V

2 Nov 16 do B CA MBRIA 27 Nov II Dec (1200)

9 do 22 do NY NIA GARA 4 Dec 17 Dec (1030)
16 do 29 do B EUROPA II Dec 21 Dec (p.m .)
23 do 8 Dec NY ASIA 18 Dec 28 Dec (2130)
30 do 13 do B AMERICA 25 Dec 6 Jan

1851
7 Dec 21 Dec NY AFRICA I Jan 12 Jan

14 do (no sailing) 8 Jan
21 do 5 Jan B NI AGAR A 15 Jan 27 Jan
28 do (no sailing) 22 Jan
4 Jan 17 do NY ASIA 29 Jan 9 Feb

11 do (no sailing) 5 Feb
18 do 5 Feb B CANADA 12 Feb 23 Feb
25 do (no sai ling) 19 Feb

I Feb 15 do NY AFRICA 26 Feb 9 Ma r see note 3

8 do (no sa iling) 5 Mar
15 do 28 do B EU ROPA 12 Mar 23 Mar
22 do (no sailing) 19 Mar

I Mar 14 Mar NY ASIA 26 Mar 5 Apr

8 do (no sailing) 2 Apr
15 do 28 do B CANA DA 9 Apr 21 Apr
22 do (no sailing) 16 Apr
29 do 10 Apr NY AFRICA 23 Apr 4 May
[, Apr 17 do B AMERICA 30 Ap r 12 May

12 do 23 do NY ASIA 7 May 17 May
19 do I May B NIAGARA 14 May 25 May
26 do 8 do NY EUROPA 21 May I Jun

3 Ma y IS do B CAMBRIA 2R May R Jun

10 do 21 do NY AFRICA 4 Jun IS Jun (1500)
17 do 28 do B CAN ADA II Jun 21 Jun
24 do 4 Jun NY ASIA 18 J un 28 Jun
31 do II do B AME RICA 25 Jun 7 Jul

7 Jun 20 Jun NY NIAGARA 2 Jul 13 JUI (la te)
14 do 25 do NY EU ROPA 9 J ul 20 Jul
21 do 2 Jul NY AFRICA 16 Jul 26 Ju1 (2200)
28 do 8 do B CANADA 23 Ju l 2 Aug

5 J u1 16 do NY ASIA 30 Ju l 10 Aug

12 do 24 d o B AMERICA 6 Aug 17 Aug (1100)
19 do 31 do NY NIAGARA 13 Aug 24 Aug (1300)
26 do 5 Aug B EU ROPA 20 Aug 31 Aug

2 Aug 12 do NY AFRICA 27 Au g 6 Sep (p .m.)

9 do 19 do B CANADA 3 Sep 14 Sep 38 hI'S. to H al.
16 do 28 do NY ASIA 10 Sep 21 Sep
23 do 4 Sep B AMERICA 17 Sep 28 Sep (a .m .)
30 do I I do NY NIAGARA 24 Sep 6 Oct

6 Sep 17 do B EUROPA I Oct 12 Oct
13 do 24 do NY AFRICA 8 Oct 19 Oct (a.m.)
20 do 2 Oct B CANAD A 15 Oct 26 Oct (p.III.) see no te 4
27 do 10 do NY ASIA 22 Oct 2 Nov (a.m.)
4 Oct 17 do B AMERICA 29 Oct 9 Nov (p.m.)

--- - -
3. AFRICA took ATLANTIC'S mail s, wh ich had been sen t back to Liverp ool from Cork

(see George E. H argest , Lett er Post COIII II IIUl ;cnt;ons, etc., 127/ 8) .
4. WASH IN GTON (Ocean Line) , from New York 4 Octob er , returned th ere on the 12th.

Her mails were forwa rd ed to Boston , where CANADA p icked th em up.
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Au.
Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed. Arr. Date LP Notes
11 do 25 do NY NIAGARA 5 Nov 18 Nov
18 do 30 do B EUROPA 12 Nov 22 Nov (p .m. )
25 do AFR ICA see Introduction
28 (T ues; 9 Nov NY CANADA 19 Nov 2 Dec (1500) do

1 Nov 14 do B CAMBR IA 26 Nov 8 Dec

8 do 19 do NY AFRICA 3 Dec 14 Dec
15 do 25 do B ASIA 10 Dec 20 Dec
22 do 5 Dec NY AME RICA 17 Dec 29 Dec
29 do 12 do B NIAGARA 24 Dec 4 Jan (p .m .)
6 Dec 23 do NY EUROPA 31 Dec 13 Jan sail ed from NY

1 Jan-de1ayed by
snow and fog

(T o be contin ued )
ALAN T. ATKINS
P.O. BOX B MILFORD, OHIO 45150 Phone: 513/831-6781

ASDA • APS • USPCS.. SPA · WCS • CSA • USCC • APC •-OLD U.S. COVERS-

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and u.s. Covers.
WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CO NFEDERATE COVERS.

MAY WE SEND YOU SOME CLASSICS?

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
ESSAYS FOR
U.S. ADHESI'VE POSTAGE ST~MPS

Clarence W. Brazer
With the publication of Clarence W. Brazer's class ic work, Essays for U.S.

Adhesive Postage Stamps, in 1941 , Interest in essay collecting increased tre­
mendously. Unfortunately for today's essay enthusiasts, however, Brazer's richly­
illustrated book, the definitive work on essays, has long been out of print and com­
mands high prices at rare book auct ions .

Now Quarterman Publ ications , in a handsome 320-page hardcover edition, has
re printed Braze r's book, together with selected adden da, wh ich or ig inally appeared
in The American Philatelist; a Brazer article on types of essays and proofs; a table
that con verts the old Scott numbering syste m used by Brazer to the present system;
and an index th at shows which of the or iginal listings have been suppleme nted or
correcte d in the addenda. The Qua rterman reprint fea tures an article on Braze r
and essay-proof collecting by the well-known philatelic writer and editor Barbara
R. Mueller, the first woman to win the American Philatelic Society's coveted Luff
Award fo r d isting uished ph ilatelic research for her books Common Sense Philately
and United States Postage Stamps : How to Collect , Understand and Enjoy Them , and
a spe cialis t in the field of essay-proof collecting. By including this material with
Brazer's original book , Qua rterman has produced an ind ispe nsab le reference work
for all collec tors .

$25.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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GUAM 1st ISSUE U.S. OCCUPATION

# 1/ 2/ 5 San Luis D'Apra Dec. 13, 1899, with Bear Paw Killer, V.F

Just one of many exceptional covers in my stock of U.S. Specializing
in covers by State, Southern Territorial Covers, Transatlantic Mails incom­
ing or outgoing!, and original family correspondence as the cover
above.

PRESENTLY IN STOCK: • •• •
ARKANSAS TERR. ALABAMA TERR. MISS. TERR. LA. TERR.

INDIAN TERR. FLA. TERR. TEXAS CONFEDERATES
OVER 1,000 TRANSATLANTIC COVERS

Correspondence of Around 1,000 Covers Port Republic, Va. Family
Small to large quantity of just about every other facet of U.S.
Postal History.

I MAY NOT HAVE EVERYTHING ALL OF THE TIME BUT I WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF HELPING YOU BUILD YOUR COL.
LECTIONI

Free Xeroxes on request. I Pay the Postage and Insurance to You.

!Write Today and Let Me Know What I Can Help You With!

USPCS RA 1729· BIA 8476· APS 52695· SPA 30653· BNA 3393
GPS 5224 TEXAS STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION

P. O. Box 17404 • San Antonio, Texas 78217 • Phone: (512) 656 -9255 __,
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
- --- I

" .,

Figur. 1. Conf.d.ra'. u.. from Lak. Arthur, La., in 1864.

Several readers spott ed this; and , as Route Agen t 1350, William Allen of
Eas t Lansing, Michigan, advised, a nice turned cover has resulted from soak­
ing off the str ip of three tens. Turned covers with Union postage on one side,
and Confederate on the other are not too rare , hut almost always they are seen
with pre-war Union markings. The shor tage of paper in the South during the
Civil War caused people to use whatever they could find. Old mail was the
easies t at first , but, as the war went on, wa llpa pe r, pages from books, and
many other items were used , giving today's collectors interesting adversity
covers. One of the strangest is an envelope made from a large portion of a
shee t of the 1c,i orange C.S.A. Scott # 14, but th is was probabl y sent as a sou­
venir.

Federal occupation covers used in Loui siana, other than thos e from New
Orleans, are uncommon. Some others, such as Thibodeaux, reopened before the
end of the war, but Lak e Arthur was not one of them.

Richard B. Grah am, the 1861-69 Period Editor and recognized expert on
occupation covers, has writte n a thorough analysis of this cover, as follows:

I have checked th is out and there is ab solu tely no do u b t in my mind th at the
side bea ring th e three I O¢ 1861 sta mps is a Confedera te use and that th e stamps
were added. Accord ing to my 1863 Johnson Atlas, Ca lcasieu Parish then included
the enti re sou th west corner of Louis iana . Since th at era , Came ro n Pa rish ha s been
cut fro m th e sou thern por tion of Calcasieu, and Beaurega rd , Allen , and Jeffer son
Davis Pa rishes have all been cut from the original Calca sieu and wha t were then
th e neighboring Vermillion and St. Landre Parish es. Now - the keys to this cover
are th at it isn 't addressed to an y town, but simp ly to the cle rk of th e District Court
of th e Pa r ish . and that Lake Arthur was then withi n th e eastern boundary of Cal ­
casieu Parish. T he 1862 U.S. List of Post Offices shows but seven post offices within
th e parish . Those were Beckwith , Gum Spring. H ickory Fla t, Lake Arthur, Lake
Charles. Sugartow n and West Fork . Undo ubted ly, al th ou gh neither the 1859 or
1862 List of Post Offi ces so ind ica tes, nor does the 1861 or 1863 U.S. R egister
(no court house being listed for the pa rish), Lake Charl es was the seat of the
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Parish government, be ing by far th e largest town. Signi fican t ly the 1867 u.s. R egis­
ter doesn 't lis t either Lak e Ch arles or Lake Ar thu r as ha vin g post offices, so I th ink
it safe to assume th ese re mote town s in th e bayou cou ntry sti ll d idn 't have U.S.
posta l serv ice until about then .

The other side of the cove r is used fro m Lake Cha rles in Ap ri l 1867. I th ink the
fact tha t th ey had ma de no reports so as to have been listed in the 1867 u.s.
R egister indicates th ey couldn't have been reopened lon g. The on ly listing th ere
is for W est Fork, in Ca1casieu Parish. O f course , these offi ces cou ld have been
reop ened and th en closed agai n d ue to ina bili ty to find someone legally acceptable
to make bond or to take th e oa th of a llegiance. I th ink the fac t th e cover was
tu rned and re used fro m Lake Charles just about proves th e cou rt was th ere in
1864, since, wi th th e obvious shorta ge of pap er in th e Sou th eve n aft er the war ,
th ere is little doubt that th e envelope was used by those who found it in th e old
courthouse fil es.

Figure 2. Turned sid. of Figure I, showing use from L.ke Chorles, Lo., in 1867.

Figure 2 shows the turned side of the cover with a Lake Charles cds in
bl ack killing a pair of 3<1 Scott # 65 (1867 shade) stamps, with docketing of 1867.
The cds is similar to those used in the Confederacy. Th e post-war mails of the
South can be very interesting, and perhaps a reader can send in a problem cover
showing an express company use in the post-war years.
PROBLEM COVER FOR THIS ISSUE

,

Figure 3. Seven copies of the 1861 1, on cover from Nuhville, Tenn., to Pooril, III. Who' rite Is th is?
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· Figure 3 shows the problem cover for this issue. The envelope has seven
I¢ stamps (Scott #63) and is from Nashville, Tenn., to Peoria, Ill. The date of
use is Oct. I4-year not shown. Will readers please explain the 7¢ rate, sending
comments to the Editor within two weeks after receiving their Chronicle. There
are also 4¢ rate covers known during this period. Can any reader list possible
4¢ or 7¢ rates for internal U.S. mail during the period from 3 March 1863 to 3
March l8BS?
WANTED: Chronicle complete (#45 or
46 till recent), and also American Reve­
nuer complete (#1 till recent). Also
wanted are US locals and carriers tied to
cover. Alex Adelman, Box 3016. 6515 Wy­
down Blvd., Clayton, Mo. 63105.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
OLD u.s. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY

Write for my free special Lists

"THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF
CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS" by
Lawrence (1934).

Beautiful new reprinted edition-272
pages, almost 3,300 illustrations with prices
realized.
PRICE POSTPAID $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P. O. BOX 6488

CLEARWATER, FLA. 33518

WANTED: Chronicle back issues. Mc­
Clellan, Box , 563, Northbrook, n. 60062.

DR. BAKER'S MOK HILL LETTERS In
1852, Dr. John W. H. Baker wrote a series
of 51 letters from Mok Hill (Mokulumne
Hill , California) to Meridian, New Hamp­
shire. These letters were sold at a Robert
Siegal Postal History Auction in the
spring of 1972 (412 sale, lot #575) . I am
currently working on a monograph of this
California Goldmining town and would
really appreciate it if the buyer of this lot
would either let me copy this material,
buy it , or trade for it, so it would be
available for this research study of Mok
Hill. Naturally any expenses involved in
copying would be paid for and appropri­
ate citations and footnotes provided in
monograph. I am also very interested in
any other covers or letters from this town
up to 1865. Dr. Judah Landes, 881 Seale
Ave., Palo Alto, Ca. 94303
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FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED

New Spring-Summer Ust

send SO¢ in stamps for illus­
trated price list of choice 19th
century cancels: both on and
off cover.

approval selections also avail­
able to USPCS and APS mem­
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
WORLDWIDE POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS
We need better U.S. covers for outright purchases or consignment to
our auction. Sales held several time a year.

Free Catalogues to all USPCS members upon request

~tamp5 Wnltmtteb, 3Jnc.
P.O. Box 1994 904-734-8152

ASDA, APS, SPA, USPCS

Deland, FL 32720
155



New Book from the Collector's Club of Chicago

"THE EXPRESS MAIL OF 1836-1839"
by Dr. James Milgram

Due Soon-Limited Edition-Complete-Lavishly Illustrated

Regular Edition $20.00 Deluxe Edition $25.00

OTHER CCC PUBLICATIONS:
Regu lar Deluxe

17 .50 22.50

sold out sold out

sold out

" New York Foreign Mails"
by Morrison Waud & Arthur Van Vlissingen

"Chicago Postal History"
edited by Dr Harvey Karlen

"Franks of the Western Expresses"
by Mel Nathan

"The United States 1869 Issue-An Essay­
Proof History" by Fred P. Schueren

"The U.S. Mail and Postoffice Assistant"

"Co lo rado Territorial Postmarks"
by David Jarrett

Pricel pOltpaid in the U.S.A.

$17.50

17 .50

17 .50

sold out

$22.50

22.50

THE COLLECTOR'S CLUB OF CHICAGO

1029 North Dearborn St. Chicago, IL 60610
ASHBROOK

SPECIAL SERVICE

I have a few high quality reprints of this

excellent philatelic study of stamps and

covers of U.S. The original service sold

for $700 and was available to only a

few. The reprint is on bond paper and

the reproduction of the text and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused with the inferior copying

machine reproduction made several years

ago and which sold for $200.00.

PRICE $200.00

William O. Bilden Co.
Box 24026

Edina, Minnesota 55424
136
1847-1869 ISSUES
. STAMPS, CANCELS,

COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

'1HEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT· MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC­

.TIO N. CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

,·ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

'WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White . Oak Ridge Road

Short HIIII, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Phillltelic Clesslcs Society
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BONUS REPRINT
AN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE
WILLIAM H. RIDEING

(Reprin ted from Harper's Magazine for August, 1875, Vol. 51. pp. 314,26.)
(Con tinued from Chr onicle 93:33 )

In 1845 th e firm of Livingston , Wells, and Co . had received a valuable
acquisition in the services of Willi am G. Fargo, who was chosen as a suitable
man to extend the express into the country west of Buffalo, and Fargo did
not disappoint his employers. He worked with extr aordinary force, an d in
the course of a few years express wagons were traveling at regu lar in tervals
between the East , Cincinnati , Chicago, and St. Louis. Several chan ges
occurred during the next few years in the style and th e constituenc y of the
original firm , and in 1850 it was represented by W ells and Co., Livingston
and Fargo, and Butterfield , Wasson, and Co., who were opposed to each other.
The principal of the latter firm was a man of wealth. He had b een a stage­
coach driver when a young man , and had risen to be own er of nearly all th e
stage lines running in Western New York. In 1849 he was enga ged in
transporting freight across the Isthmus of Panama. He was also projector
of the Morse Telegraph line between Buffalo and New York, and he not only
built it , but also put it into successful operation. Enlisting others with him,
he founded a line of Lake Ontario and St. Lawrenc e stea mers, and in 1849
he formed th e express company of Butterfi eld , Wasson , an d Co. W e suppose
he may claim to be founder of the American E xpress Company, for in 1850 he
approached Henry Wells with the acceptable proposit ion that the three firms
should be consolidated under that title . No time was lost in consummating
the necessary arra ngements, and the Adams E xpress Company th en found
a rival which has advanced with it step by step, and is now one of the
wealthiest corporations in America.

About a year later the celebrated California express of Wells, Fargo,
and Co. was founded by several gentlemen connect ed with th e American
Company. Its growth exceeded that of th e earlier expresses in brilliancy,
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and most of th e local express lines were bought out in a short time. In
18.57 $59,884,000 in gold were tra nsported over their lines in California alone .
Henry Wells, you will remember, started life as one of Harnden's messengers,
and William G. Fargo rose from an equa lly humble position . If these glimpses
of the history of th e express system have no other meri t, we may hope, at
least, that th ey offer encouraging examples to the young .

i-uusrrr uF EX I'nE68 MAILoo4JAJlUl.£B.

"Overland to California in thirteen days." This was the next and gre atest
achieveme nt of the express, and excited scarce ly less interest than th e
Pacific Railroad itself. In 1858 or 1859 a company was formed in California
under the nam e of the Centra l Overland California and Pike's Peak Express,
a titl e fit to arrest th e attention of the world. The president and the origin ator,
we believe, was Mr. W illiam H. Russell, and th e stockholders were mostly
Californians. It wa s an audacious speculation , but it offered as many advan­
tages to th e mercantile community as the Atlantic cabl e, and was hailed
with as mu ch satisfac tio n. No telegraph had linked the two oceans , and
the stage-coach or the steamer was the only vehicle by which a message or
letter could be sent. The new service consisted of a pony express, wi th stations
sixty miles ap art, across the continent. A large capital was necessary, and
the risks assu me d we re sufficient to fright en away all but th e daring Wes tern
speculators. The ra te fixed was five dollars in gold per qu arter ounce, which,
of course, limited th e matter carried to bu siness letters. Th e eastern term inus
of th e route was St. Joseph, Missouri , and the western terminus Sacramento.
From the latter town to San Francisco the messengers traveled by steam­
boat , and from St. Joseph to New York by railroad . Th e time occupied be­
tween ocean and ocean was fourteen days, and between St. Joseph and San
Francisco ten days, as per the followin g tim e-table:
From St. Joseph to Maryvill e .. . .

.. .. :: Fort ~earncy

La ramie . . .
.. For t Bridger
.. Salt Lake
.. Camp Floyd
.. Carson City
.. Pl acerville
.. Sacra me n to .. ,
.. San Francisco

The express was dispatched wee kly from each side with not mor e than
ten pounds of matter. The riders chosen were selected from plains-men,
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trappers, and scouts , familiar with the Indians, and capable of great bodily
endurance. In consideration of the danger to which th ey were exposed, their
salary was fixed at the enviable amount of $1200 a month each. Th e ponies
were swift and strong, a cross in breed between the American horse and the
Indian pony. Messengers and steeds were run sixty miles, and th en awaited
th e arrival of the express from the oppos ite direction.

Such was the plan of the Central Overland California and Pike 's Peak
Express Company; and on a memorable day, the 3rd of April, 1860, the firs t
messenger was to start from St. Joseph. The Daily Gazette of that town issued
a "Pony Express Extra" in honor of the occasion. It was a small single sheet,
printed on one side only, and the first two columns were devoted to a
heavily leaded account of the new enterprise, with this greeting to the press
of California:

T h rough the politeness of th e express com pany we are permitted to forward
by the first pony express th e first and only newspaper whi ch goes out. and
which will be the first newspaper ever transmitted to California in eight
days. The firs t pon y will start a t precisely five o 'clock this afternoon . and
lett ers will be received from all points up to 4.30. A special train will be run
over th e H annibal and sr, Joseph Railroad for th e purpose of bringing th e
through messenger from New York. T he nature of th e con veyan ce necessarily
precludes ou r making- up an edition of any considera ble weight. It . however.
contains a summary of the latest news received her e by telegraph for some
days pa st from all parts of the Union. We send in it greet ing to our brethren
of th e p ress in Cali forn ia .

In a cloud of dust and amidst the loud che ers of the population, the
messenger galloped through the straggling streets on to the broad prairies
reaching beyond the hori zon. Th e route chosen was somewhat north of the
present tract of the Pacific Railroad. It lay , as the tim e-table shows, from
St. Joseph to Laramie, thence up the Sweet Water to Salt Lake , and down the
Humboldt to Sacramento. Night and day the express went forward at the
greatest speed attainable with ordinary horseflesh. As soon as a station was
rea ched, one messenger , without waiting to dismount, tossed his bag to
another alrea dy mounted, who in a few minutes was out of sight in the
direction of the next relay. So for eight days , with fresh horses and
messengers every sixty miles, the ride was continued through the awful
canons of the mother ran ge, up the bowlder -str ewn foot-hills , between forests
of hemlock, pine, and fir, through hot little mining towns, until Sacramento
was reached, scarcely a minute behind the prescribed tim e.

1I'\UU.N8 ATTAOJ01rri;O A1f OV ERLAND &n"Bk88 OOAOIL
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The pony express fulfilled its promises for two yea rs. The messengers
were oft en followed by hostile In dians, an d several were kille d. In addition to
their letter-bag they only carried one revolver and a bowie-knife, They ra n an d
fought at the same time, and many a red-skin kissed the du st in atonement
for those messen gers who were slaughtered.

At th e end of two years, in 1862, the telegraph line across the continent
had been completed, and th ere was no longer any use for the pony express.
The company was disso lved, having lost $200,000 in its courage ous enterp rise.

The Central Overl and was the only important pony express th at maintained
itself in America. Goods an d passengers had b een sen t to Ca lifornia by st age­
coaches, in the fre e use of which Wells, Fargo, and Co. extended their repu­
tation, although th ey for warded th e bulk of the matter by stea me r via the
Isthmus. The Overland Ma il Company was started in 1858, and contracted
with th e United States government to carry a mon thly mail from San
Francisco to th e Missouri River in considera tion of $650,000 paid annually.
John Butterfield was president, associated with William G. F argo, William
B. Di nsmore, and others . The rou te chosen was known as the Ox Bow, and
cam e East b y the way of Santa Fe; but in 1860 the Indians were so trouble­
some that the route of the pony express was adopted. Opposition lines
we re sta rted , and th e mail was afterward sent daily, in conside ra tion of
$1,000,000 annually. Ultimately, however , the firm of Wells, Fargo, and Co.
bought out the en tire business, and was chan ged int o a corporation, wi th a
capital of $15,000,000.

(T o be cont inued)
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
THE OVERLAND MAIL
by

LEROY R. HAFEN
lero y R. Hafen's doctoral d isse rta tion, The Overland Mail, was first publ ished

in 1926. Today, over a half-centu ry later, it rema ins an outstanding account of the
growth and development of the mail stage .

In The Overland Mail, Hafe n ma inly foc uses on th e history of po sta l service,
oce an mail to the Pacific coast, the p ioneer month ly ma ils to the inter-mountain
region, the Butte rf ield O ve rland Mail, the Pon y Express, mail service to Pike's
Pea k, and the overland stage. He also deals w ith issues of general concern such as
whether or not the stagecoach should take a northern or a southern route and
whether or not the Post Office Departm ent should be self-supporting or a p ioneer­
ing agency encourag ing sett lem e nt. This f ascin at ing sto ry of the overland ma il is
fu rthe r e nhanced b y se ve ra l draw ings and a map of overland mail routes f rom
18 49-1869. A new preface by Hafen has been added to this 368-page ha rdcover
Qu ar terman repr in t .

This delightfu l work on the " p recursor of railroad s" and "promoter of settle­
ment" will be of interest to historians , p hilatel ists, and anyone who has e ver won­
dered how ma il got d e livered in the d ays of the w ild West.

$25.00 (Postpaid)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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