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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE
Proudly announces for a fall sale

The

IIARISTOCRATS OF CONFEDERATE
PHILATELY"

The distinguished gold Medal winning

Confederate States collection

of

DR. LUDWIG L. SIMON

Over 100 Postmasters' Provisional Covers, Blockades, Prison
ers', Patriotics, Handstamped Paids, "Old Stamps Not Recog 
nized," "Southern Letter Unpaid," Express, Railroads, Official Im
prints , Collateral, etc.

All of exceptionally fine quality .

Annual Subscription to Auction Catalogues
(approximately 20 sales) with prices realized $7.50.

Individual Catalogues $1.00. Free .t our offices.

ROBERT A. SIEGEL AUCTION GALLERIES, Inc.
120 EAST 56th STREET

TEL. (212) 753-6421

NEW YORK, NY 10022

ESTABLISHED 47 YEARS



ROBSON LOWE
is the world's leading firm of Stamp Auctioneers

EXPERIENCE and EXPERTISE
HAVE PROVED OUR SUCCESS

The group is continually expand ing and in the be lief that we obtain the
best prices for your stamps by taking them to the rig ht market, auctions
are now being held in

BASLE
BERMUDA

BOURNEMOUTH
GENEVA

LONDON
MELBOURNE

* * * * *

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMME
9 BOURNEMOUTH - a splendid general sale to open another record

season.

LONDON

13 NEW ZEALAND - the Marcel Stanley imperforate Chalon issues on
cover.

13 AUSTRALASIA - N.Z. 1822-32 Missionary letters, Great Barrier Island
Pigeon Post, the H.H. Frenkle Queensland, Victor ia; Western Australia
classics.

14 BRITISH EMPIRE includ ing the Basil St. G. Drennan Ind ia and Japan
occupation issues of Asia.

29 MELBOURNE - Australia and States .

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SWl Y SJZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 915 410

V .A.T. No. 239/4486/31
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Seleded Bank Note (overs
Used Abroad

# 150- 10¢ rale 10 Rom• • Italy; F·VF copy w it h red cancel on neal mourning cov.r (sl. fox ing).
red " Baltimore" cds, " Liver pool" tr ansit cds and 1872 arr ival bkst. . N.. $50

# 150, 152 pr .-scarc. 40¢ ral. 10 Bad.n, Germany (IO¢ s.e., one 15¢ w ith lear), jusl l ied by
b lack cork cancels, malching "Greenvill e , Po." cds, N.Y. Irans il and arri va l bksl . N.I $75

# 151-12¢ role 10 Liv.rpool, England; f ine cop y lied 10 clea n Cover by r.d NYfM cancal,
rare "5upplam.nlary Mail" bo xed h.s., f ine slrike, and IB72 arr ival cds, altracliva Nal $300

# 154-30¢ ral. 10 Shanghai. China, F. cop y (perf fau lts) w ith b lack cance l, malch ing " HudsonN.J ." cds, N.Y. Iransil Net $150

# 156, 15B(3)-10¢ rala 10 Roma, Italy, F-VF cop ies l ied w lth " Kan.as City , MD." cds , Br.
Iran sit cds , and IB74 arr iva l bk.l. = Nal $50

# 157(5)-10¢ short pa id 10 Pari., fr anco ; mosl ly fine cop ies lied from "Bo ston , Mass ." ;
"Short Paid" h.s, o n rev., " 10" dec. due h. s., "GB 40c" cred it mkg . and bkstd, Londonand Par is 1874 Net $100

# 157, 150(2)-22¢ rala 10 Lima, Paru ; fine copies used from "Port Che ster , N.Y.: ' red " Now
Yo,k 12" and lima bksl., sca'ca Nat $100

# 157, 158-5¢ ,ala 10 Siullgarl, Garmany; VF cop ies (2t le ar ) l ied by nagaliv••10' cancel 10
Co lumbus, Oh io, c.e, cover, " N.Y. Br. Translt" red cds , bkstd, Nal $10

# 158(4)-12¢ rala 10 Cadis, Spain. F·VF cop ies lied from "Florence , Ma..." w ith New York
and London Irans ils, w /encl., scorca • Nal $35

# 153, 161 pr.-44¢ rala 10 India, F. cop ies l ied by cor k cance ls, Londo n 1874 Iran.it , " Sea
Post Office" bk sl. an d ern va l, from the 8issan CO"•••• sca,c. Nal $500

# 163(2)-30¢ rala 10 Yokohama. Japan, F. cop ias ( I s.e .) tied by " Ph llad e lph la, Po." cds to
tr ifle reduced cover, ad dr. to " U.S.S. Kearsarge, Asiatic Squadron" Net $85

# 165, 178-rare 32¢ ,ale 10 India, ebt, f ine cop ies nea tly lied to rep aired cover, " New York
Paid " cds, London 1876 transit cds , " I d" h.s , and "Sao Posl Offica" bk st., colorful Nal $225

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN BANK NOTES?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE. published q u arterly In Feb.• May, Aug. , and Nov . by the U. S . P hilate lic Classics
Society . Inc.. at 2030 Glenmont Ave., N. W., Canton. Ohio «708. Second class posta ge pai d a t Canton.
Oh io « 711 and ad d itional m ai ling office. Subscription price $14.00. P rin ted in U.S.A.
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Sec ti on E dit or. If doubt exists . they m ay be se nt to the E dit or - in-Ch ie f . In n o case sh ou ld stamps
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John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1010Vermont Ave., N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone ~\ /lOll.
(202) 638·5658 ~ I:rl1

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auction. Our fee is a modest 20%
commi ssion and there are no other charges .

Liberal, interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D.C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection ...
• .....IIIIIIIIIlIlIllll....1[II!IIIII1lIIW Four Dollar

Columbian.
Never hinged.
Cat. $1150.

Sold at Kaufm ann's
Auct ion for a record
breaking price of..... $3750.

No. 103, 1875
Re-issue.
Cat. $1150.
Sold for $1900.

No.2, Posit ion
R681. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900.

Some Other
Realizations:
No. 271. 6c Dull Brown , NH ... Cat. $20 , Sold $110.
No . 296, Ptate Bloc k. NH .. ..•. Cat. $1000. Sold $2000.
No. 330, 5~ Jamestown, NH Cat. $50, Sold $170.
No. 401, 1 ~ Pan Pacif ic, NH Cat. $9.50. Sold $110.
No. 446. 4, line Pair , NH Cat. $350 . Sold $750.
No. 476. 20.. Ultra. NH Cat. 570. Sold $200.
No. 403. Plate Bloc k Cal. S2500. Sold $4000.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 -424-9519

We will sell at Auct ion or buy outr ight
your quality U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on outr ight
purchases.

If your holdings are except ional ly
valuable, our appra iser can visit you
in your home.

NO.1 Unused
Cat. $700.
Sold for 51600.

r--------------------,I
I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon and mail it to us.We will contact . I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descriptio n : I
I II catalog (or estimated) value: S I
I Name Address I
I City State ZJp Te tephone I
I •..._---------------------
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
A TRIUMVIRATE OF PHILATELIC GIANTS

From left '0 right, Dr. Gerald B. Smith, Mortimer L. Neinken, and Tracy W. Simpson at the testimonial
luncheon preceding 'he U.S.P.C.S. annual mee'ing a' San Francisco . Dr. Smith and Mr. Simpson were guests of
honor at ,h. luncheon on Sa,urday, April 30, at 'he Jack Tar Hotel. Both were made honorary life members
of 'he Society in recognition of their many years 0' devoted service . Mortimer l. Neinken was recently honored
by induction into the APS Writers' " Hall of Fame." All three gentlemen have contributed mightilY to the
growth of U.S.P.C.S. since its very beginnings.

The photograph above is a pleasant memento of the spring meetin g at San
Francisco. As usual, the occasion was an oppor tunity to cement old friendships
and make new ones, as well as for a stimulating excha nge of ideas on the
Society's activities and publications. If you've never attended a U.S.P.C.S. gather
ing, whether national, regional or local, make an effort to attend the next one
anywhere near you-you won't be sorry.

Several contributors to this issue are new to these pages or have long
been absent from them. Robert A. Hutchinson has outlined the interesting de
velopment of the postal markings of one small New York state post office. De
tailed information on specimen overprints on the 1857 issue has been as
sembled by Stanley M. Piller. Robert B. Meyersburg discusses a cover with
Supplementary Mail markin gs.

It's a pleasure to welcome back George E. Hargest, in an article concerning
a Chicago Supplementary Mail postmark on a transatl antic mail cover. William
K. McDaniel has corrected and expanded the tables of condensed plating in
formation for the 3¢ 1851-57 published about four years ago in Chronicle 77.
In the railroad section Calvet M. Hahn describ es a new early date for a mark
ing associated with the Ogdensburgh route.

In addition to the items mentioned , you'll find valuable articles by our
editorial staff and some of our frequent reg ular contr ibutors.

The reprint on express companies, which has been running for several in
stalments, concludes in this issue . It has evoked littl e response, so it's hard
to judge whether it has been of any interest or value to read ers. Your comments
pro or con-would be appreciated.
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The Cover Corner is missing from th is issue because of unexpected prob
lems. The Society has been planning a new program on exposure of fakes- espe
cially fak e covers-with the expectation th at the Cov er Corner would be devoted
in part to reports of these ac tivities. Last minute changes in th e organization
and administrat ion of the program on fakes have, unfortunately, invalidated ma
terial prep ared for the Cover Corner, with no time to furn ish new cop y. Th e
Cover Corner will appear, as usual, in th e next issue.

At the Directors' meeting in conjunction with th e annual meeting at San
Francisco it was decided to enlarge Chronicle coverage to include th e pr e
stamp and stampless period . Postmaster pro visionals, locals, an d carriers will
also be covered as material is available. Inform ation on essays and proofs of the
various stamp issues will be included as the section editors choose. If you can
contribute mat erial on these sub jects, please not ify the appropriate section editor
or th e editor-in-chief.

The edi tor for the new pr e-stamp and stampless sect ion is Kenneth R.
deLisle of Albany, N.Y. His sec tion will begin in th e Novembe r issue. The
Chronicle is fortunate to secure such an ab le postal historian for th is position ;
I hope all members sha re my enthusiasm at this appointment.

The supply of 1851-57 Books mentioned on the du es notice is completely
exhausted. Sorry, but, please, no mor e orders.
Review: The History of the United States Post Office to the Year 1829. By
Wesley Everett Rich . Reprinted 1977 by Qu arterm an Publicat ions, Inc. vii +
190 pages. $20.00 from publisher , 5 South Union St., Lawr ence, Mass. 01843.

This acco unt of the grow th of the U.S. Post Office (the colonial postal
system is also discussed at len gth) as an economic and social inst itution is a
doctoral dissertation originally publi shed posthumously in 1924. Th e empha 
sis is on the development of routes, finances, an d procedures from a govern
mental and administra tive sta ndpoint, so th ere are few minutiae of rates and in
dividual markings. Well researched an d clearly pr esented , Rich 's monograph is
an important source which should be consulted and assimila ted by any serious
stu de nt or collec tor of U.S. postal history.

Susan :VI. McDonald
Review: The Postal History of Indiana. By J. David Baker. Published 1976
by Leon ard H. Hartmann . T wo volumes: x -+ 544 pa ges; vi + 515 pa ges. $75.00
from publisher, P. O. Box 21397, Lou isville, Ky. 40221.

This comprehensive study of Indian a posta l history is the work for which
Dave Baker won th e Society's 1976 Perry Cup. The book covers thoroughly all
aspects of Indiana postal history from 1800 to the present. Much general history
of Indiana is also included. Many detailed descrip tions and maps trace early
boundari es, county development, and form ation of th e modem state. Several
distingui shed rhilat elists-many of th em U.S.P.C.S. memb ers-collaborated on
preparation 0 the book. Illus trations of covers and markings are generous
and well chos en. The long sect ions on Indian a postm arks are especiall y well
presented , as are those on railr oad mark ings, Indi ana correspondences, and
several others. Chapters on demoneti zation, free franks, and 1847 use in In
diana-to mention only a few-provide insights on individual subj ects. Much of
the information is applicable to U.S. postal history in general and has relevance
beyond its Indian a associations.

(Continued on page 206)
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
POSTMARKS AND CANCELLATIONS OF BRASHER FALLS, N.Y.
ROBERT A. HUTCHINSON

Pictoria l posta l markings on early American letters have always been the
goal of stampless cover collectors. Foremost among these sought-after items
are the covers with the "spread eagle" postmarks. And one of the fines t examples
of th is rare mar king comes from Brasher Falls, a small community in northern
New York State. In many years of searching for unusual postal. markings on
stampless covers, the strike in Figure 1 is the only "spread eagle" design dis
covered that is not a part of the town handstamp itself.

" ~'. ~'~'f1p

! '}! '{ IY
, I ~' , J (

Figure 1. " Eag le" postal markin g used at Brasher Falls, N.Y.

Flgur. 2. Distinctive spr. ed eegle poslmerk of Upper Dublin, Pe. (Je rrett coll.cllon).
148 Chronicle 95 / Augu st 1977 / Vol. 29. No. 3
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Figure 3 . Mech an iuburg, Ind ., eagle postmark . (Jarrell collection).

Th ere have been "eagles" with spread wings forming part of the town
postmark as shown in Figur es 2 and 3. These covers, from the collection of
David L. Jarr ett, originated at Upper Dublin, Pa., and Mechanicsburg, Ind.,
respectively. Somewhat similar markin gs have been recorded for Fort Kearny,
Oregon Route, Arsenal, S.C., and Jordan's Valley, Tenn. Th ese handstamps
were used in the early 1850s and in the same period as th e Brashers Fa lls
inscription.

•

Figu re 4. Stampless cover f rom Brash er Falls; compare markings wi th f igure 1.

Th e Brasher Falls post office used two different tow n circl es in th e 1850s
before and after the new 1851 3¢ stamps were received at the office. On th e
"eagle" cover th e town circle is larger (31mm.) and with tall and thin letters,
while the postmark shown in Figur e 4 is smaller (29mm.) and with shorter and
heavier letters. The "PAID 3" in circle is the same on both covers. The "eagle"
cover markings are in blue while black ink was used on the oth er cover. No
year dates are marked on these covers, and thus which marking the post office
used first is a qu estion.

Both town circles were lat er used on covers beari ng th e 3¢ 1851 stam ps.
The smaller circle was struck in black on a cover dated Jan. 31, 1854, addresse d
Ch ronicle 95 / Augus t 1977 / Vol. 29. No.3 149



Figure 5. Same town mark as Figure 4 0'; stlmped covlr dlted Jan. 31, 1854.

to Champ ion, N.Y., but missent to Champlain, N.Y., and postmarked when
forwarded from that place to its destination, as shown in Figure 5. The larger
circle which was used on the "eagle" cover appears in Figure 6 on a cover
dated Jan. 26, 1857, addressed to Gouverneur, N.Y., blue ink being used as in
Figure 1.

Figure 6. Stamped cover dlted Jan. 26, 1857. Sime tow nmlrk II Figure 1.

From the dates on these stamped covers, it would appear that the smaller
town circle was used prior to the "eagle" cover mark ing, and it might just be
that the "eagle" cover originated after the 1854 stamped cover and when the
Brasher Falls office was without a supply of stamps.

Th e Brasher Falls post office was opened on April 22, 1840, about a year
after Calvin T. Hulburd purchased 600 acres at the falls of the St. Regis River,
and began active developm ent of the village. He also became the first post
master there. Appa rently there was very littl e postal business, as the first
handstamp noted from Brasher Falls is dated 1852, about th e same time the
stampless covers herein were posted .

The 1854 cover (Figure 5) was originally a drop letter addressed to Mrs.
Hulburd and, if it passed through the post office, it received no marking, ap
parently being delivered directly to the postmaster's wife. Then she had "turned"
the cover, and used it to convey her letter to Mrs. Frances Burchard in Cham-
150 Chro nicle 95 / August 1977 / Vol. 29. No . 3



pion, a practice rather common in smaller towns wh ere writing paper and
enve lopes were scarce items .

The Northern Railroad (lat er in 1865 the Ogd ensburgh & Lake Champlain
Railroad ) runnin g from Ogd ensburgh to Rouses Point was op ened on Oct, 1,
1850, with a sta tion abo ut one mile from Brasher Falls villag e. Transportation
on this road and the Potsdam & W ater town RR in 1855 spurred manufactur
ing at the Falls. In 1860 several mill s, a fork and hoe factory, and an agricultu ra l
impl ements plant were all doing busin ess there. Postal activity increased from
yea r to yea r and with it came a series of very interes ting postal markings.

(~ .

Figure 7. Cancellation of "star within star" on cover dated March 13, 1862 .

A fine "sta r within a star" can cellati on sho wn on the F igure 7 cover ,
dat ed March 13, 1862, kills the 1861 31 stamp and is struck in blue; the town
mark is a sma ll (26mm.) circle. Thou gh th e star str ike does not tie the stamp,
I have another similar cancel used on the U35 31 envelope on June 21, 1862,
substantia ting its proper use. Figure 7 is also a Civil Wa r patriotic cover with
"Union-Constitution" ab ove an impressed flyin g eag le and shield trimmed in
red and blue on it'> reverse.

Figure 8. Target cancellation on 1864 cover from Brosher foil•.

The same small town circle appears on th e Jan. 19, 1864, cove r but with
a tar get killer as depicted in Figure 8, the ma rkin gs also bein g in blu e. This
item comes from the Scott corres pondence (cashier, Otsego Bank , Coopers
town , N.Y.) wh ich has furn ished posta l history material for hundreds of col
lectors.
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Figure 9. Large "ttar with in . 'a," on 1869 cov. r.

Two fine star designs were later used as cancels on covers in 1869 and
1870. Figur e 9 shows a large open star with smaller star in th e center cancellin g
the 1869 3¢ locomotive stamp on an envelope to Wisconsin , wh ich came from
the Kna pp collect ion. Although the same small town circle appears here, the
ink used has been cha nged from blue to black, and from this time on only
black has been found in th e markings.

/ - ) '"
VI)' / ' . "",' , <- {1: { r J' L...{ «

< r <
) H rn t:» :

/"6 C>

Figure 10. Solid sta r cancellation on cover date d Oct . 18, 1870.

F igure 10 shows the second type large star, solid color, on a cover dated
Oct. 18, 1870, with the 3¢ Washington gree n stamp, sent to Geor gia, Vermont.
Another similar cancel appears on a cover dated Sept. 24, 1870, (not illus trated
here) which bears the corn er card of L. C. Lang, attorney and counsellor ,
Brasher Falls, N.Y., addressed to Atty Swin bourn in Chateau gay, N.Y., another
sour ce of manv fin e northern New York items.

Two yea rs later there came a change from th e star marking to a pin wh eel
cancel as shown on the Blatch ley lett er to Vermon t (F igure 11) with the same
small bl ack town circle. Also in the 1870s a target kiIler was used similar to
the 1864 marking in Fi gure 8.

One of the leading ind ustri es in Brasher Falls from the 1850s produced
agricu ltural implements. Th e first cover tha t I have found illustrating thi s
business cam e from the Dishaw & Kennehan plant as depicted in Figur e 12.
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Figure 11. Pin wheel cancel on 1872 cover .

The early treadmills using horse power together with man y other farm machines
are adverti sed on this cover, which , however , is more important for the use
of an octagon postmark on an 1878 reg istered letter with the 1873 10¢ brown
and 3¢ green stamps. Usually th e octagon town marking was used as a receiv
ing backstamp, though there are instances when thi s postm ark was struck on
the face of letters. Brasher Falls used this eight-sided postmark for at least
seven months as I also have a Ul 65 3¢ envelope with th e same markin g dated
March 2.5, 1879.

BRASHER FA llS , N. Y.

"

A tt c t- T e n Du);" r e t urn tv

~~'lf S: KENll~ll.
"Y....~ ..-::=:- . 4-4;

fou n~ e r s and Macninists.
THR.ESHI NG MACHI NES,

AII~ AonIC~LTt:EAL nlFLtl!tll:C,

Figure 12. Octagon pOltmerk on regiltered advert ising cover used in 1878 .

P. E. Kennehan had succeeded the Dishaw-Kennehan firm in 1893, when
one of his advertising covers was used with an unusually large town circle
(30mm.) and an equally unusual small circular killer (8mm.) tying th e 2¢ Co
lumbian stamp (Figure 13). The foundry and implements conc ern was still
using th e "Railroad Horse-Powers" for threshin g machines as th e illustration
shows. This letter addressed to A. L. Reynolds at Will sborough, N.Y., became
much travelled before reaching its destinat ion. Townmarks show it was for-
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Foun der & Machinist and Manufacturer n f " ~~ ...
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Fig ure 13. Advertising cover w ith t iny t.rget Clncelling 2, Columbiln.

warded from Willsborough to Keeseville, but it was also postmarked at Resen
before being de livered at Keeseville, its journ ey taking 13 days.
NEW JERSEY POSTAL HISTORY
THE POST OFFICES AND FIRST POSTMASTERS

1776.1976

John L. Kay and Chester M. Smith, Jr.
The two centuries of the postal history of New Jersey which are de tailed in

th is work, 1775· 19 76 , start w ith J uly 26, 1775. Before I BOO only 51 post off ices
ex isted, whereas now the re are over 700 . The history of all pos t offi ces , nam ed
sta tions, named br anches, rur a l stat ion s. rural branches, and community post offices
are covered in thi s 200-page hardbound volume.

This or ig inal title, w ritte n by the aut hors of Pennsylvania Postal Hi.tory, is
d ivided into three main sections: Post Off ices of New Je rse y by Cou nty, Li st of
First Postmasters, and Alph abetical List of Post Off ices. An introd uction and bib ll
og raphy are a lso included.

Although without illus trat ion, this comprehensive wor k on New Je rsey is II

must for those interested in genealogy and the state's postal history.

$20.00 (Postpe ld)

QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.
5 South Union Street

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
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AMITY DISPATCH POST
DAVID L. JARRm

...

Figur. 1. Only kno wn .xomplo of " AMITY DISPATCH POST" hond.tomp on la56 eevsr.

Illustrated is the discovery cop y of the Amity Dispatch Post handstamp
reported by Elliott Perry in Donald Patton's Th e Privat e Local Posts of th e
United States, Volume I, pa ge 254. It is th e only recorded example of this post
and is in the collection of this writ er.' The red oval handstarnp reads "AMITY
DISPATCH POST. 3 AMITY STREET, N.Y."; it was misdescrib ed in Patton
as "8" Amity Street. A careful examination of the handstamp clearly shows it
to be a "3" but some residual ink gives it the appearance of an "8". Th e folded
lettersheet is internally dat ed 28 January 1856 and was carried by th e private
local post to the New York City post office, where it received a black circular
January 30 townmark on a 3¢ 1851 stamp.

..
Figure 2. Close .up of oddr... portion of hend.tomp.

Amity Street , called West 3rd Street tod ay and located in the Greenwich
Village section of Manhattan, ran between Broadway and Sixth Avenu e. Num 
ber three was located on the north side just west of Broadway. In the 1830s the
imm ediate neighborhood was perh aps the most elegant residential are a of
Manhattan , sur rounded by magnificent Federal -style townhouses. However ,
by the 1850s the neighborh ood began a commercial transition , and toda y very
little charm remains.

1. The cover is believed to have first appear ed in th e p hil atel ic ma rketpl ace in a Herman
Herst Jr. au cti on on 3 April 1969. Lot #142 was described by Herst as " . . . th e unique cvr.,
the only on e ever found. just listed in Patton 's 'Local Posts':'
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS FROM NEW YORK - BINGHAMTON
CREIGHTON C. HART

Part I (Cont inued)

The Postmaster at Binghamton was one of many postmasters who had to
fashion his own canc elling device when he was not furnished one of the seven
bar enclosed circular grids officially sent to the larger post offices. Th e herr ing
bon e design he chose makes Binghamton covers unusua l and pop ular with col
lectors. No other post office is known to have used this zig-zag grid.

Before ordering directly from Washington , J. H. H. Park, the postmaster,
wanted to try the new method of prepaying postage. On Augus t 17, 1847, Robert
Morris, postm aster of New York City, acknowledge d receipt of $20.00 and
forwarded Park 300 five cent stamps and 50 tens. The earliest known cover
has a red herr ingbone and is postmarked October 28, 1847, bearing a 5¢ stamp
received from Postmaster Morri s.

The Binghamton residents must have liked the new adhesive because an
add itiona l order of 1900 fives and 100 tens was received from Washington in
December 1847.

To date my records list 53 covers from Binghamton and the three tables
at the end of th is article help tell the story of the popul ar herringbone grid.
The first tabulation details 21 red, green, blu e or black herringbon es, the second
shows 23 black and only one blu e herringbones and the third lists 7 covers with
the official grid and one pen cancelled. The total of 53 covers is an unusually
large number from a post office that received only 10,000 fives and 350 tens
in four years. On a national basis, I proj ect the surv ival ra te to be one cover
for every 400 stamp s received. For Binghamton there are about twice as many
5¢ covers as expected (one for every 222 stam ps) and for the 1O¢ one cover
for every 45 stamps.

Figure 1. Cover 3 In Table I was in the Matth ies Auct ion where it was the first of three herringbones offered.
It was described as having "Iarge margins, incl . L. shee t margin" wi th a red herringbone . The realizati on was
51,100. Not ice the odd placement of the stamp.

Th e first tabl e gives in chronological ord er the herr ingbone covers that
I believe to be genuine and the second table those that I believe to be fakes.
You can readily see that red herringbon es predominate in Table I (13 red , two
black, one green, one blu e and 3 "?"s) and that black predominates in Tabl e II
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or on ly three full

OK
OK
OK

OK

OK

OK

Expert
Opinion

OK
OK
OK
OK
OK

Addressee
J on athan Ed wa rds
H on . A. C. Flagg
State Engine er & Surveyor
C. G . H aven s
Miss Sarah R oseb oo m
S. T hompson & Ne p hew
Miss Sarah R oseboom
Rich ard McE lIigott
C . G . H aven s
Miss Sarah Roseboom
Miss Sarah Roseboom
Miss Sarah R osebo om
Mi ss Sara h Roseboom
Miss Sara h R oseboom
' Iiss F.lilahet h ---
Miss Sara h R oseboom
M iss Sara h Roseboom
M iss Sarah Roseh oom
Mr. J am es Cr anda ll
Miss Sarah Roseb oom

?

Dest ination
T ro y
Alban y
Albany
New York Ci ty
Cherry Valley
New York City
Canajoharie
New York City
New York City
Ch erry Valley
Ch errv Valle"
Cana joharie '
Canajoharie
Cherry Va lley
Sugarloa f
Cherry Vall ey
Cherry Valley
Ch erry Va lley
Li It Ie C enessee
Cherry VaUey

?

Date
Oc t. 28, 1847
Dec. 28, 1847
May 2, 1848
July 26, 1848
Oct. 17, 1848
Nov. 2, 1848
Nov. 13, 1848
Nov. 20. 1848
Feb . 5, 1849
Feb". 12. 1849
Ma y 9, 1849
J u ne 6, 1849
Nov . 23, J849
Jan . 25. 18-X
Feb.1 7.1 8·X
April 28, 18-X
July 26. 18-X
Sept. 15. 18-X
Dec. 6. 18-X
Dec. 7. 18·X
Dec . 12. 18·X

TABLE I: 21 5¢ COVERS
R ed, Green, Blue, and Black H erri ngbon e Covers

T he condition of these varies grea t ly, many having ligh t herringbones
margins or a cr ease or a sma ll tear in the stamp. A very few are super b ,

Cancel
Color

red
blue
red
green
red
red
red
re d
red
red
b lack
b lack
red
red
bl ue

?
?

re d
?

red
red

I.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
II.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

I
Figure 2. Cov er 2 in Table I w as in the Matthies Auct ion w here it wa s the second cover off er.d . It wa. d.~
scribe d as havinq " larg e marg ins, bea utiful dark sha de, earl y impression , nicely tied with bold blue 'Herring"
bone' canceL" The reali zation was S350 . Not ice the stamp is on its side .

(23 black and only one blu e). Th e last column in the first two tables shows
opin ions expresse d by knowled geabl e ]847 specia lists or expe rt committees about
those respective covers.

E leven of the 21 covers in the first table have be en expertize d as genuine.
Six of the remaining ten are to Miss Sarah Roseboom and are undoubtedly
genuine as are the five alr ead y cert ified to th e sam e ad dressee. The remaining
four covers have characteristic s that indic ate they are also genuine .

Althou gh the first table does not show, my list cards do , that three of the
21 covers were once in the marvelous pos tal history collection of Miss Katherine
Matthies wh ich was sold at au ction by Robert A. Siegel May 20, 1969. (Figures
1, 2, and 3). Th e three illustrati ons are mad e from color slides and, unfortu
na tely, lose some of the detail in the transfer. T he Siegel auc tion catalogue and
several oth ers describe (and my color slides confirm) the conditions of these
21 cove rs which vary grea tly with most of the can cellations being lightly struck
on stamps having only three complete fram e line s. A superb strike on a stamp
with four full margins is rare.
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Figure 3. Cover 8 in rable I was the third offered in the Matthies Auct ion. It was described a. " part of L.
margin skillfully repai red , tied by g orge ous strike of the 'Herring bone ' cancel in red ." Realizati on w as $120.
Notice the stamp has been re paired.

TABLE II: 17 5¢ COVERS
16 Black and I Blue Herringbone Covers

Covers faked aft er \\Ior ld War II hav e severa l. features in common. A typ ical cover is an
enve lope without any evidence of year of lise with a red postm ark and a black herrin gbone
grid clearly struc k th at tics the sta mp. T he few excep tions arc noted . All appear to be su pe rb .

Cancel Expert
Date Color Destin at ion Addressee Opinion

I . Feb . 24, 1848 Blue Sheffield, Mass. Mrs. Cyn th ia Leonard NG
2. Feb . 7, 18-X m ack Hill town , Pa, Mr. Samuel T eech NG
3. Feb . 8, 18-X Black Cherry Valley Mrs. J oseph Ran son NG
4. Feb . 12, 18-X m ack Philadelphia, Pa. H en ry Farnum Co . NG
5. Feb . 14, 18-X Black Sut ton , N. H . Miss Sara h Fitch NG
6. Feb . 20. 18-X Black Da rb y, Pa . Anna Gr aham NG
7. Feb . 21, 18-X m ack New H aven , Conn . Miss Ro sa Clapp NG
8. Feb . 28, 18-X m ack New H aven , Con n . Miss Rosa Clapp NG
9, March 19, 18-X Black New York City Rev. Fred F. Cornell NG

10. April 5, 18-X m ack New York City Rev. Fred F. Cornell NG
II. June 15. 18-X Black New H aven , Conn . Miss Rosa Clap p •
12. July 29. 18-X m ack New York Citv Rev. Fred F. Cornell NG
13. Aug . 24, 18-X m ack Black Rock . Miss Rosa Clapp
14. Aug , 25, 18-X IlIack Clay Miss N. P. Richards NG
15. Aug. 31. 18-X Black Black Rock Miss Ro sa Clap p
16. Nov. 7. 18-X Black Sag H ar hor S. L. Gardin er NG
17. Nov. 24. 18-X m ack Portsmou th . N. H . W. H. V. Ha ckett NG
• Has genui ne cert ifica te issued c. 1950. Sho u ld be reexamined.

TABLE II: 7 10¢ COVERS
Cancel Expert

Date Color Destination Addressee Opinion
18. Feb.6, 18·X Black Sh elbyvill{ Not Known
19. Feb . 23, 18-X Black Balti more, Md . Mr. R . K. H awl ey
20. Feb . 23. 18-X Bla ck Balt imor e, Md . Miss Fan ni e C. Mosher NG
21. Feb . 27, 18-X Black Milan , Ohio Mrs. j ames Lymes NG
22. June 6, 18-X Bla ck Cadiz, Ohio Rev. C. I. H olm es NG
23. Nov. 3, 18-X mack Mt. Pleasant, Iowa Mr. rsaac Shell y NG
24. Dec. 18, 18-X m ack Frederick Cit y, Md . Dr. J . G. Gibson NG

The second table details 17 5~ covers and seven 10~ . (Figure 4). Of thes e
24 covers, 19 have been expertized as not genuine . In my opinion, the remain
ing five have chara cteristics that are common to the other 19. It therefore
app ears that I list no genuine 10~ '47 cover from Binghamton. Do es anyone
have such a cover? Cover 11 in Tabl e II was expertized as possibly genuine 25
years or more ago and shoul d be reexamined . Thi s opinion was given shortly
after Wo rld War TI when these fake herringbones first appeared on th e market.
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Date
I. March 18, 1850
2. Aug, 8. 1850
3. Feb . 19. l 8·X
4. J une 8, 18·X
5 . Aug. 27. 18·X
fi . Aug. 28, 1850
7. Nov . 19, 18·X
8. Ma y 25, 18-X

The third
1849 wit h the

In my opinion, no expert OpinIOn should be valid for mor e than 25 years.
Serious researchers are frequently learning mor e about postal history and it
is important th at th is latest information be considered when philatelic item s
are reexamined. Most fak ers are stupid when it comes to postal his tory bu t every
now and then a new one comes along with an expe rt's knowledge and great
skill. These are the dangerous ones , notabl y in recent times Michael Zareski,
Jean de Sperati, Raoul Ch. de Thuin and the as yet un nam ed American begin
ning to be active soon after Wo rld War II .

Fig ure 4. This is cover 20 in Table II. It w as also illustrated in the May 1974 "Chroni cle" . s w ere 5¢ cove rs
4 and 1'2. All of the 24 covers in Table II are very simi lar to this o ne having g reat ey e app eal. The stamps
are all right side up with four full margins and in the upper rig ht corner, wit h the cancelle r clearly struck and
. y ing the stamp '0the cov er .

Th e fake herringbones all seem to have been crea ted by the same person ,
in the same pattern and seem to stem originally from one professiona l. Whoever
dreamed up such a mass production must have had access to genuine covers
to cop y and to know that black herri ngbones were known on genuine covers .

If a professional is respon sible for thi s oversupply of black herr ingbones,
he may have noticed that there were more red herringbones on the market
than bla cks. With blacks in short supply, a mor e recep tive market could be
expected for that color, which color is also easier for faking.

Wi th many genuine covers to compare with an equa lly large number of
fakes, specialists now have discovered two or three inconspicuous diff erences
that are consistent. It is not adv isable at this time to make this information
genera lly known so, if you have a herringbo ne cover , have it expe rtized.

How many '47 covers are there with fake herri ngbones? Of course, I do not
know but fake covers surface slowly to public attention and my guess is there
are oth ers , mayb e twice as many as the 24 listed here.

TABLE III : 8 5¢ COVERS
Ned , Blue and Bla ck Bar Grids an d Pen Cancelled Cove rs

None o f th ese ha ve been ex pe r tize d . The fir st seven with th e 7 ba r grid are probab ly
gen u ine; th e last on e with a pen can cel a nd stra igh t lin e po stmark is questi onabl e.

Cancel
Co lor Destination Addressee
red New York Cit y S. Thompson and Nephews
red New York Ci ty S. T hom pson and Nep he ws
bl ack Ne w H aven , Co n n. ?
red H omer :\Ir. Ellio tt Reed
re d Black Rock Miss Rosa Clap p
red Na n ti coke SpT. Henry Sm ith
red Osw ego S. H . Lat hrop
ms New H aven , Conn . Miss Rosa Cla pp

tabl e indicates that the herringbone ceased being used in late
first 7 bar grid cover having a March 1850 dat e. Cover 5 in
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th is list to Miss Rosa Clapp is probabl y genuine as are all the rest with the
7 bar grid. The last cover is a sur prise that doesn't seem to fit in anywhere.
Th is, also, is to Miss Rosa Clapp which makes it suspect, but it has all th e
other earmarks of being genuine excep t for the straight line Binghamton post
mark.

This concludes Part I abo ut 1847 covers from New York post offices receiv
ing fewer than 25,000 stam ps. Now, will you please refer to the pr evious issue
of the Chronicle and report any New York postmarks for which a "none" is
shown in the tabl e of 89 post offices or any additiona l postmarks other than
the 39 post offices which did not receive any stamps from W ashington.

Part II starting in th e November Chronicle will be "1847 Cove rs from Six
New York Post Off ices," name ly: Alba ny , Buffalo, Lockport, Rochester , Troy,
and Utica .
EARLY RETURNS FOR "NEW" N. Y. POSTMARKS
The first replies reporting additional postmarks were received from William

A. Fox, Duane Garr ett and Benjamin Wishni etsky in time to be reported in
this issue of the Chronicle. Th ere is usuallv onlv one month 's time to do th is
because the next deadline falls that soon afte'r members receive a current
Chronicle.

Fox and Wishni etsky respectively reported a 1O¢ cover from Johnstown
and a 5r1 cover from Jewburgh. Garrett furn ished me a copy of auction
catalogue listings that Frank Levi, Jr., had compiled and this added 17 other
names. Most of those are from post offices that neve r received stamps from
Washington, probably having purchased them from neighboring post offices
as was the custom. Eleven of the 19 "new" postmarks have manuscript town
marks.

Addi tiona l informa tion is needed on some of the 19. Th e 19 "new" post
marks follow and in italics are the covers for which I'd like addi tiona l informa 
tion to be published in the 1847 Directors] at a later da te . Collec tors owning any
of th ese covers in italics should write the editor, please.

Auburn
Bainbr idge
Chazy
Cohoes
Fishkill Landi ng
Fort Ann
Fort Plain

Gra nv ille
Henriett a
Johnstown
Litt le Falls
Millp ort
Mil ton

Newbu rgh
Ogdensburgh
R ussell
Salem
Sherwood
West. Bloomfield

I'd like to point out that there are st ill 34 New York post offices of the
82 th at received fewer than 25,000 stamp s from which no 47 cover is so far
listed . Of these 34, the following seven post offices received over 1,000 stamps.
Franklin, Fulton , Gloversville, Greenport , Herkimer, Sackett's Harbor, and Tru
mansburgh . Greenp ort received 5,200 fives. It seems there should be more than
one Green port '47 cover extant. It 's hoped that there are '47 covers from some
of the other seven, too.

Correct ions: In the last issue no covers were listed for Syracuse, whereas
there are 19 five cen t covers and two tens. [This goof was the editor-in-chief s
alone.] Princeton and Hyannis have been listed in long-ago auction catalogues
as from New York. Thi s is incorrect and the states should be New Jersey and
Massachusetts. Chazy, New York was incorrectl y spelled "Chary" in an auction
descript ion. Th e existence of covers from Auburn was menti oned in the text ,
but the town was ina dvertently omitte d from the list on p. 81.
YOUR CLASSIFIED A D at o n ly 50c a line . Send w ith p aymen t to Dale R. Pulver ,
28 4 11 Knicke rbock e r Rd ., Bay Village . O hio 441 40 . Ne xt dead line Sept. 15 .
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Builders and Buyers of Collections

Foreword 5

St. Thomas Danish Wesl Indie. I

The private ship letter

stamps of the world

Part 1

The Caribbean

by

S. Ringstrom & H.R. Teste r

166 pages plus 8 page ca talog

Ma ny Stamps, Cove rs, a nd Maps

in

Full Color

Facsimile Stamps in Color

tipped in

$40.00
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Histo rical 114
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TWO

Our second general catalog of authoritat ive philatelic literature on

18th and 19th century US, CSA, GB, and Canada is now out and is

available upon request .

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 4022]
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THE 1851-60 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THE THREE CENT ISSUE OF 1851-1857
CONDENSED PLATING INFORMAnON-REVISIONS

WILLIAM K. McDANIEL
In the prep aration of the origin al text for this project, several errors (typo

graphical and otherw ise) were inadve rten tly left in. Th e listings below correct
those errors, and include corrections publi shed earlier in Chronicle 80:205, Th e
origina l article appeared in Chronic le 77:13-22.

CORRECTIONS
VARIETY # 6: Cha nge 80U to 89L3,
VARIETY # 11: Change 20Ll e to 22Ll e; 55R Jl Lo S6R JI ; 47R51 to 67R51,
VARIETY # 12: Drop 23,29L1e; Change 87L1e to 86L1 e,
VARIETY # 18: Cha nge 47LO to 57LO.
VARIETY # 23: Drop 81.0; Change 74LO to 75LO,
VARIETY # 27: Change 92R2 1 to 99R21.
VARIETY # 32: Change 83R3 to 831.3.
COMBIN ATION, I + 12+25+ 28: Head ing should read ", , , Upper Left, . ,"
DOUBLE POSITION DOTS: Plat e 8 listing should read "8, 9R ".
MISPLACED "C" RELIEFS: Cha nge 5R5" Lo 4R5e,

ADDITIONS
PLATE

VARIETY # 3
5 Late
VARIETY # 11
I Early
I Inter,
2 Late

3
5 Early

o
VARIETY #12
2 Early
VARIETY # 15
I Earl y

3
VARIETY # 16
1 Early
VARIETY # 17
I Late
5 Early
5 Late

o
VARIETY # 23
I Early
I In ter ,
I Late

2 Early
2 Late

3
o

VARIETY # 25
I Late

o
VARIETY #27
2 Late

o
VARIETY #28

4
8

LEFT PA N E

321.

23, 291.
27, 43. 441.
481.
251.
None
74,1001.

None

None
381.

None

None
No ne
801.
571.

52, 71. 72. 93, 951.
52, 71. 72. 93.951.
5. I I. 17. 18, 28. 41, 48. 51. 52.
54 57. 59. 66. 67. 71. 78.92,981.

35, 51. 58. 59, 761.
51.58, 801.
6. 33.38. 52.711.
21, 24. 35. 791.

671.
65. 981.

3. 19. 26, 48. 71. 841.
71.

None
None

R l(; H T PA NE

None

None
None
None
None
fi I R
None

2R

42,82. 99R
None

53R

94R
47R
None
None

None
None
2. 3. 4. 5. 9. 14.16,1 8.29. 31.32.
50. 52. 53. 55, 56, 75. 76. 77, 78.
81, 94R
None
37. 79R
85R
33. 93. 97R

None
None

66R
None

I . lOR
77R
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VARIETY # 29
4 None 53R
o 62L None

VA RIETY # 30
2 Late None 7R

4 None 68R
VARIETY # 32

o 14.97L 62R

It should be noted that position 94R1, Lat e, is listed under two head ings
(# 11 an d # 23). On some print ings, the extens ion of the left inn er line is broken
below the upper tr iangle, producing Variety # II.

For the sam e rea son , some copies of positi on 38L3 will show a break in
the upper extension of the right inner line, thus creating an example of variety
#15.

ADDITIONS TO VARIETY INFORMATION
LEFT PA N E RIGH T PA NE

None
None
None

No ne

No ne

No ne

14R

None

" one

28, 98 R

66R

"one

None

28L
58L
58L

48L

J4L

87L

84L

:; 2. .sa. 82. 90.91L

I IlL
Add Variety #37 to th is com binat ion

47L
Variety #23 to th is com bination

No ne

PLATE

1+11+16
o

1+ 11+27
2 Lat e
1+11+32

o
1+12+ 24

o
1+ 12+27
2 La te
1+13+27
2 Late
23+ 24
I Late
2 Early
2 Lat e
23+25
I Late
14+15+17+23:

o
28+ 29: Add
I La te

RECUT COMBINATIONS PREVIOUSLY UNLISTED
PLATE L EFT PA NE RIGH T PA NE

1+11+16+23
I La te 66L 5R
1+ 11+16+25

0 98L None
1+11+17+23
I Late None 94R
1+11+ 23
I Early 71L No ne
I In ter . 71L None
I Late 78.79L 4. 50, 53. 55. 81. 94, 95R
2 Early 59L No ne
2 Late 80L None

0 24L None
1+ 11+23+25
I Late 67L None
1+ 11+27+30
2 Late 19L None
1+12+ 17+29

0 62L None
1+12+23
1 Late Non e 75R
1+ 12+30
2 Late None 7R
1+13+25
1 Late None 27R
1+16+23
1 Late 52L 76R
1+17+23

0 35L None
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1+23+ 27
o 7L None

14R
None

99R
28R

68R

RECUT COMBINATIONS PREVIOUSLY UNLISTED
I,EFT PA N E RIGHT PA NE

No ne

No ne
None

None

None
52L

42R
PREVIOUSLY UNLISTED VARIETIES

Th e three vari eties listed here have been confi rmed either by examination
of the Chase pho tos, existing examples, or both. The line extensions on varieties
#35 and #36 are not strong, and may not show at all on poorly pr inted or
worn impressions.
VARIETY # 35: Lowe r Label & Lower Right Diam ond Block Joined at Top
5 Lat e 26L No ne
VARIETY # 36: Lower Label & Lower Right Diamond Block Joined at Top and Bottom

6 13L None
VARIETY # 37: One Hor izontal Line Recut at Top of U.L. Diamond Block

o 47L J6R

PLA TE

1+ 23+ 29
I Late

s
1+27+30
2 La te

4
1+30+32

o
2+11+15
I Early
1857 SPECIMENS
STANLEY M. PILLER

(p hot os by John Peters, R ich ard Wolffers Inc .)

To quo te Carroll Chase, "Nothing has been writ ten , and evidently nothing
is known regarding any 1851 or 1857 stamps surcharged 'SPECIME N' .. ." 1

The purpose of speci men stamps is simply what the name impli es, i.e., speci
mens of the th en current stamps that were given to foreign governments or
dignitar ies as examples of wha t the current postage stamps looked like. It is
a pr act ice that continues to this day.

Figure 1. "Specimen" In old
English type on 1t .

Figure 2. "Specimen" on 3t . Figure 3. 3t overprinted
"Spec imen ." with period.

Very few examples of "specimens" of the 1851-1857 issues exist . Virtually
all known are faul ty. Recently, I obtained a 3¢ 1857 typ e II (Scott #26SA)
with "specimen" overprint. Through the kindness of Robert Lewenth al, a speci
men collector/ specialist, I was able to study a group of 1857 specimens. It is
believed that many of the items to be pictured are unique, with vir tually all
being responsible for the Scott Catalogue listings.

Fi gur e 1 shows Scott #24SA ("specimen" in old English type, 12mm
long). Th ere is a small manuscript "s" near th e "i." This is possibly the stam p
mentioned by Chase in his book on. the 3¢ stamp. Figure 2 shows the same

I. Carroll Chase, Th e Jc Stam p of the United Stat es, I851·1857 Issue, p. 21I.
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Figure 4. Double overprint on
10¢.

Figure 5. 10¢ with "Speci.
men" struck ne ar cenfer of
stamp.

Figure 6. Plltl 3 12¢ with
"Spe cimen ."

overprint on a # 26SA (author's collecti on ). Fi gure 3 shows the same overprint
on another #26 but wit h a period after "specimen" (unlisted in Scott). Th e
type V 10¢ 1857 (# 35SA) in a dark gree n shad e is pictured in Fi gure 4. This
ove rprint is actually doubled (not listed in Scott). Th e stamp also has an ink
cancellation or stain. Th ese four stamps show the "specime n" overp rint applied
at nearly the same angle and position , at the bottom cen ter of the stam p. Figure
5 shows another #35SA in a light gree n shade with th e overprint in the middl e
of the stamp . This is the only one with full origina l gum and it is in very fine
condition. Figur e 6 shows a #36bSA (Scott lists a #36SA, and wh en th is stamp
was last sold at auct ion in 196.3 it was listed as a # 36SA alt hough in rea lity.
it is from plate #3). It has the overprint in the center of the stamp.

One can possibly deduce from the above tha t if sets were mad e up to
send to foreign governme nts, the over pr ints were ap plied individually as sets
rather than in sheet form . The stamps were also probabl y taken from stock as
need ed. F ur thermore, since the 1O¢ is a typ e V and the 12¢ is from plate # 3,
it is proba ble that the specimens were made after 1860. Whether this is specu
lati on or fact remains to be pro ven .

Figure 7. 3¢ w ith 22mm . Figure 8. Mlnus.rlpt " Sped . Figurl 9. Cardboard proof of
"Specimen" applied diagonal· men" on 3¢. 12¢ with "Specimen" In viole'
Iy. ecress bollom of design.

F igur e 7 shows # 26SF, a 22mm overprint applied rathe r strongly. This
is the recorded example from which the cat alogue listin g is mad e an d is believed
to be un ique. Figure 8 shows # 26SI, wit h a 17mm long manuscript overprint.
Scott lists the overp rint at 20mm long. Since Bob Lewen thal at one time owned
another example of a #26SI, an d since the overprint is a ma nuscript one, it
is very possible that the length would vary. Why differen t overprints were
also applied is open to qu estion bu t it tends to support the theory that the
overprints were ad ded as needed.

Figure 9 is an unusual "specimen." The sta mp is actua lly a proof on card
board. It appears to be a # 44P4, but the color is wrong. Th e color is deep
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black rather than greenish black. It has a "specimen" overprint 17~m long
in VIOLET, similar to the "B" specimen overprint. The stain on the forehead
is actually a deep thin. This is not listed or recorded anywhere.

If anyone has any 1851 or 1857-60 stamps overprinted "specimen," I would
be very interested in seeing either a Xerox copy or photo, as I wish to make
a census of these stamps. Furthermore, I: wish either to locate the whereabouts
or see pictures of the following listed items: #7SA, lISA, 21SA, 30SA, 37SA, and
38SA.
SOME NEW THOUGHTS ON NEW YORK CITY
SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL MARKINGS

ROBERT B. MEYERSBURG
Little has been written on the use of the New York City Supplementary

Mail marking Type "A". It is known on the 12~ stamp of the 1851 series and
on most values of the 1857 and 1861 issues. Covers showing its use prior to
1857 are, to the best of my knowledge, non-existent. I know of only three bear
ing 1857 stamps-all used to France.

It has been generally accepted that in the interim between the time the
mails closed at the post office for a particular foreign sailing and the time the
ship actua lly left its pier, an open mail bag was ma de available at the pier
where late letters could be posted for an additional fee equa l to the postal ra te ,
paid in cash. The postal representative would, upon receipt of the letter and
appropriate fee, apply a special ship -side postmark bearing the words NEW
YORK and the date, but no fee or credit markings, and the fram ed red Type
"A" SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL strike.

Cover from New York to France in 1860 with Tvpe A Supplementary Mail marking cancelling the stamps.
The l e Havre receiving mark is in blue; all ot her markings in red .

Illustrated here is a cover which missed the regular mail for the July 28,
1860, sailing of the Vanderbilt , of the Vanderbilt European Line, and which
provides strong evidence of having undergone the entire supplementary mail
transaction, not at ship-side, bu t at the Nassau Street Post Office. The lette r
was written to be mailed at the post office . To quote: "We have only time
before the closing of the mail by 'Vanderbilt' to acknowledge the receipt by
this morn ing's mail of your esteemed favor .. . etc." From this , one may fairly
assume the writer dashed off his br ief note, folded it, addressed it, stamped
it with a 12~ and a 3~ 1857 as full prepayment of the direct service to France
rat e, and rush ed the letter to the post office. When he arrived there the mails
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had alrea dy closed (i.e., the bags were physically sealed and the manifest of
transmitta l compl eted ), but the foreign mail clerk had not yet left the post office
with his supplementa l mail bag, manifests, ship's mail, and dockside cancelling
kit. So he took the letter and fift een cents in cash to pay the supplemental fee,
and applie d the standard dir ect se rvice to France prepaid postm ark crediting
France with 3¢ for French inlan d postage; and he canceled the stamps thereon
with the Type "Au canceller, tying the stamps both to the cover and to each
other. Th en (and this is more speculative) he canceled fift een cents worth of
postage with the Type "Au canceller , or perh aps with a pen stroke, and gave
them to the mailer as a proper postal receipt for his fift een cents supple
mentary mail fee. All this took place at the post office.

Th en the foreign mail clerk gathered up his office tools, manifests, and
supplementary mail bag and accompanied the mail to the ship , alongside which
he set lip his temporar y supplement ary mail sta tion until sailing time.

The letter did indeed depart on the Va nderb ilt , which my records show
sailed from ew York on July 28, 1860, arriving at Le Havre August 7. Th e
cover is backstamped Le Havre it Paris Aug. 7, Paris Aug. 8, and Marseille
Aug . 9.

Th e only other cover of which I have knowledge that shows the New York
City Type "AU Supplementary Mail Strike used as a canceling device was
described by Stanley Ashbrook on p. 588 of his Special Service, illustrated by
accompanying photograph #290, wher e a 30¢ 1861 is tied by the Type "AU
strike to a single-weight cover to France-the .30¢ paying both the postal and
supplementary mail fees. Here, however , according to Ashbrook, the transaction
took place on the pier- as revealed by the postmark.

I would be delight ed to receive any additional information on this much
neglected subject.
David T. Beals III

Review: Colorado Territorial and Pre-Territorial Postmarks by David L. Jar
rett. Published 1976 by the Collectors Club of Chic ago, 1029 North Dearborn St.,
Chicago , Ill. 60610 at $17.50 for the regular edition and $22.50 for the deluxe
edition which includes a larg e map of Colorado in 1880 and slipcase; 207 pages.

This book is a must for the collector interested in western postal history.
It is obviously a labor of love on the part of Mr. Jarr ett who is a philatelic
detect ive of no mean ability, and is the result of years of research in a field
in which he has always been particularly interested. He has included a num 
ber of previously unr eported covers in this study.

He reports 243 different postmarks of pre-statehood Colorado, including
16 of Kansas Territory, one of Nebraska Territory an d one of Utah Territory
(portions of which were includ ed in Colorad o Territory up on its organization
on February 28, 1861). Tracings of all the markings are illustrated togethe r
with tabulations of earliest and latest known date of use, and the scarcity/ value
rating of each completes the table. A substantia l number of the postmarks are
illustrated on cover, of which many are real gems.

In Section II the date of establishment and changes in the Post Office are
tabulated. Section III contains the comp ensation of Postmasters for selected
years between 1861 and 1877.

Section IV covers the postal histo ry of the Rocky Mounta in Expres ses,
and is illustrated with many splendid covers. Several of my phil atelic associates
and I do, however, feel that Mr. Jarrett's estimate of 300 surv iving Hinkl ey and
Compa ny, and 500 Central Overland-Denver City KT covers is overly opti
mistic.

While Mr. Jarr ett included little history of the period (other than postal)
in his text he did includ e some fascinating photographs of life in Colorado
during this period. In my opini on this is one of the very best philatelic books
of the year, and is highly deserving of the award of the Ashbrook Cup by the
U.S. Ph ilatelic Classics Society for 1976.
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
ACROSS THE LINES IN 1861
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

I suppose the words "Across the lines" or "Through the lines" comprise
about as eye catching phrases as an auction describer can want when writing
up a cover. Yet, these phrases apply to .a rather wide range of uses, especially
in 1861, when no one on either side seemed to think the Civil War would rea lly
last very long, and each side believed that it was only necessary to show some
force for a few weeks and the other side would cave in.

After it began to be appa rent the war would not end momentarily, pro
cedures were established whereby flag of truce covers could be passed from
one side to another across the lines. Most of the pri soner of war censored
covers date from the years after 1861, and the further along th e war proceded,
the better established became the procedures for censoring and exchanging
the covers. Th ese are well documen ted, but those covers across the lines
dur ing the first summer of the war are diverse and confusing in their methods
of handling and their markings. Our purpose in presenting th is article is to
outline the histor ical and postal events and facts which pertain to the passage
of the covers .

ASSUMPTION BY THE CONFEDERACY OF THE MAIL SERVICE
IN THE SECEDED STATES

On June 1, 1861, the Confederate government assumed control of the
post offices in the seceded states. This was by a proclamat ion of Confederate
Postmaster General Reagan issued on May 13, 1861. This proclamation was
followed by an order of Fe deral Postmaster General Montgomery Blair, dated
May 27, 1861, sta ting that Federal postal service in the states of Virginia,
North and South Carolina , Georgia, Florida, Alaba ma, Mississippi, Louisiana,
Arkansas and Texas was "suspended from and after the 31st instant. " Thi s order
was illustrated in Chronicle 70: 96. In this respect it should be noted that some
highly respected postal histor ians, including the late Stanley B. Ashbrook,
have given this date of suspension of the Federal mail system in the South
as May 28, and that has been widely quoted. We believe the misconception
to stem from an ambiguous sentence in a report of Montgomery Blair to the
Congress on July 12, 1861. He stated, "I directed it [the postal service] to be
discontinued on 28 of May by an order herewith commun icated. . . ." Here,
we believe Blair meant May 28 to have been the date the order was issued ,
rather than . the date of its being effective , which is stated in the order as
May 31, 1861, thus dovetailing nicely with the June 1 date in Reagan's procla
mation of May 13, 1861.

A few other fact s regard ing Blair's order should be noted. First, it actually
suspended Fe deral mail service in the then seceded states, which did not at
that time include Tennessee. It did not forbid communication, but simply
discont inued, for the time being, the Federal mail service. In addition, it
excluded Western Virginia from the order, although it did not specifically
define that area .

In the months before the assumption by the Confederacy of the mail
service in the seceded states, those sta tes had continued to operate under the
Federal mail laws and contracts. Collectors happily categ orize such covers
with 1857 U.S. stamps, dependent up on dates of secession and of admittance
to the Confederacy, the former being known as "Independent State" uses,
and the latter, naturally, as "Con federate use." Such covers with U.S. 1851-57
stamps, to be acceptable, must be positively year dated, either by postmark
or collateral means , after secession of the state where they were postmarked in
very late 1860 or in 1861, prior to the first few days of June.
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TENNESSEE USES, June 1, 186 1 through July 3, 1861

As stat ed above, Tennessee had not yet passed any ordinance of secession
on Jun e I , 1861, when the Confed erac y took over the mail service in the seceded
sta tes . Tenn essee did secede on June 8 and was admitted into the Confederacy
on July 3, 1861. Mail service was officiall y discontinued by Mont gomery Blair
on Jun e 10, although this suspe nsion of service was limited to "Middle and
Wes tern" Tennessee, the extent of the area not being defined.

We have not seen many covers from Tennessee during th is period, and we
should like to hear of more. However , F igur e I illustrat es a most interesting
cover from Western Tennessee to North Carolina during the period considered
here. Th e cover contains a long letter, written in two sections, and datelined
at the head of the first section "Sandy Bridge," whi ch is located in Carroll
County in western Tennessee. Th e first part of the letter is not dated , but
mentions, luckil y, that "we had an election Jun e 8, but have not heard how
it came out yet ." The letter writer then , correctly, pr edicted that "Te nnessee
will go out." The cover was postmarked at Huntingdon, Te, th e county seat
of Carroll county, on Ju ne 25, 1861. The second portion of the lett er is dated
June 22nd.

...

." ",

Figu,e 1. From the Independent State of Tennesseo, Juno 1861, to North Carolin. in tho Confeder.te St.tOl.

The cover is addr essed to Shaw's Mills, N.C. , th en part of the Confederacy.
The rating of the cover is int erestin g and unu sual, being "PAID/ 3" with the
"PAID" handstamped and the "3" in manuscript. Thi s was applied at Hunt
ingdon, Tenn essee. The cover also bears a manu script "Due 5," which was
applied either at Shaws Mills or at some point in North Carolina where the
cover from the Independent Stat e of Tennessee entered the mails. However,
we lean to the form er idea, as a post office oth er than Shaws Mills, to which
the cover was addressed, should hav e applied its town postmark to the cover.
Shaws Mills is located in Guilford County, North Carolina, of which Greens
boro was then and still is the county seat.

Huntingdon, Tenn essee, is betw een Nashville and Memphis, being in West
ern Tennessee about midway between the two cities. Th e cover would have
to have been carried several hundred miles by a direct route, although not
the "over 500 miles" requiring 10¢ per half ounce under the new Confederate
postal rat es. On e can only specul at e the Tenn esse postal contractors and post
masters continued to operate upon the assumption they would be paid when
the Confederate government assumed responsibility for mails in Tennessee.
However, the cover of Figure I is a rather fascinating type of "Across the
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lines" cover, particularly from its being used from Western Tenn essee where
the Federal mails had been officially discontinued , to a post office in the Con
fed eracy, and being pr epaid for the one service and collect for the other.

Are there more like it?

BY EXPRESS
Figure 2 shows a more conven tional type of across the lines cover from

early in the war, through the courtesy of Lynn Brugh. This was carried by
an express company, quite possibly Adams, in June of 1861, from Macon ,
Georgia, across the lines, and placed in the mail at New York, to which it is
addressed, where it was handled as a letter from out of town. Th e cover was
actua lly placed in the Confederate mails at Maco n, Georgia, on Jun e 11, 186'1.
It was prepaid lOrt at that point , for the new Confederate single rate for over
500 miles, as it was addressed to New York. Just how or where the cover was
turned over to an express comp any for carri age across the lines is unknown,
but it was probabl y not done at Louisville; the express company routes were
apparentl y not yet operat ing from Nashville and Memphis to Louisville at that
time.

Figure 2. Across the lines, probably by Adams Express , from some point in the Confederacy where the mall
was turned over to the Express Company. to New York, May and June 1861. Courtesy of Lynn Brugh, Jr .

The cover bears several manuscript notations, probably applied by the
express company, among which is a "pa id, RjW," a "B" and an undecipherable
manu script word in red. If the cover was paid, just how this was accomplished
is something of a mystery, considerin g that the cover first went through the
Confederate mail system, as witness the Macon town marking and "Paid 10:'
Payment to a post office dep artm ent was almost never relayed to an express
company; also, express company charges were generally considerably grea ter
than government post age.

At New York, the cover was postmarked on June 17, 1861, and a "Due 3"
applied. Th e probable reason for this was that on June 11, 1861, the U.S.
Postmaster General, Montgomery Blair, direct ed all U.S. postmasters to dis
regard the stamps on all letters from the Confederate States, and to send all
such letters to the Dead Letter Office.

The cover shown in Figure 2 was within the letter of the law for express
covers at the time, being in a U.S. stamped embossed envelope of the correct
U.S. postage. Just the same, the New York post office neither observed the
postage (unless the letter was doub le rate) nor sent it to the Dead Letter Office.
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We are inclined to th ink the postage was not observed, because of the portion
of the secon d "Du e" handstamp at th e right edge of the cover , just under the
embossed sta r d ie. Th is gives th e appearance of its bein g one of the large
numbe r of letters all marked "Due 3" by bein g laid in a row on a tabl e and
all the covers handstamped as pa rt of a sequence.

This cover, as with other early covers of the period , was perfect ly ac
ceptable an d legal , since it was carried by an express company. The Macon
postmark revealed the source, but the route of the cover is a mystery .

TENNESSEE to MISSOURI
Fi gure 3 shows ano ther cover on which we can only guess the route across

the lines. Shown through the courtesy of Len Persson , thi s cover originated
in Tennessee and was addressed to Missouri. We do not know the year, but
th e cover bears a "Richland Sta , Ten, Ju ly 9, Paid 10" en dors ement in manu 
script. Richland Sta tion was in Sumner County, Tennessee, on the Louisville
& Nashville R.R., northeast of Nashville .
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Figure 3. From Richland Station. Tennessee , July 9. 1861. directed to Missour i. Opened by order of the Com·
manding Off icer at Iron'on, Missour i. Courte sy of N. Leonard Persson .

The cover bears an endorsement that it was opened by order of the Colonel
Comm anding at Ironto n, Missouri. This town is in Iro n County in southeastern
Missouri.

Th e cover bears no Federal or Missouri postal markings. In the writer's
opinion, the cover was part of a captured mail. It may have been found in
nocen t an d forwarded on to its addressee in Lexington, Lafayette County,
Missouri (just eas t of Kansas City), but if it was, it went in a Dead Letter
Office enve lope, with postage collect.

Richland Stati on , as previously not ed, was located in Sumner County,
Tennessee, on the Louisville '& Nashville R.R. between those cities and just
south of the Kentucky line. Th e place does not show on today's maps, but
according to Scott Gallagher, had its brief moment of promin ence in 1861. Th en
a Confederate mus te ring cam p, called Camp Wild Cat, Gallagher believes,
was deliberately establishe d very close to th e Kentucky line , and, incidently,
close to Richland Stati on. Th e purpose of the camp was to pr ovide a handy
point for young Kentuckians and oth ers of Southern sentiment to come down
from Louisville and enlist in th e Confed erate armies.

Letters from th e young men at th e camp entered th e mails at Richland
Stat ion, the postm arks of which thu s may be ca tegorized as station Railway
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posta l markings. Until June 1861, this wou ld be a Federa l marking, and after
the Confederacy took over the mail s in Tenn essee, obviously, the markings were
Confederat e in origin. The cover of Figure 3 was mailed on July 9 with a
Confederate rate of "Paid 10," all in manuscript. The year of use has to be
1861, since this area was in Federal hands by July 1862 and for the rest of the
war . Presum ably, th e cover contain ed a letter of a Confederate soldier to rela
tives or friends in Missouri. How it got to Ironton, Missouri , is difficult to say ,
but a July 9, 1861, use is necessarily an extremely early use for Confederate
Tennessee.

The point of all th ese covers is th at the mail authorities saw nothing wrong
with sending them acro ss the lines , provided the postage was paid when the
letters wer e under th eir government jurisdiction.

In evaluating th e routing of covers of thi s nature, the important thing is
to know the dates when major changes took place. Th e dates of each state's
secession and joining the Confederacy are well known. June 1st, the date of
the Confederate takeover of mail service in all the seceded states, is important.
And the fact that comm erc ial communication was finally banned by the Fed
era l Government on August 26, 1861, sets the fina l limit on covers of this type
being sent.
FORT CRAIG, NEW MEXICO, IN 1863
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

David T. Beals III, in an article in Chronicle 66:59-60, disc ussed the history
and location of Fort Craig, New Mexico, and described covers of the 1851-61
period. During that period, the marking was a balloon marking, usually quite
clearly struck, and a few covers bearing U.S. 1861 stamps are also known with
the marking. In February of 1862, Fort Craig's defenders wer e involved in a
battl e with Confed erate troops from Texas under General Sibley. The result
was ind ecisive; the Federal troops held Fort Craig and the Confederates went
on northward.

h"'-~ ,,{~,,~.;..~

~

Figure A. Cove, postmarked at Fo,t Craig . N.M., Ju ne 16. 1863 .

. '

"

Later, the Fed eral troops, a mixture of U.S. Regulars and New Mexico
Voluntee rs, were repl aced by troops of "The Column from California." Th e
route and exploits of this expedition were discuss ed in Chronicle 63:112-13.

The cover shown with thi s article was mailed at Fort Craig by a soldier
of one of th e California Volunteer regiments with the column. He was writing
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hom e to his folks in Ohio, whom he had left to go west in the early 1850s.
The letter is datelined , "Fort Craig, New Mexico, April 14, 1863," but it was
not postm ark ed there until Jun e 16 of th at year. The postmark is an approxi
mat ely 26mm single circl e, struck in black.
Richard B. Graham

Review: The Handbook of Civil War Patriotic Envelopes and Postal History,
Volume I, by Robert W . Grant. Over 250 pages, 8~ x 11, loose leaf in multiple
rin g binder , and almost 600 illustr ations (as sta ted by the author) including some
six or eight full pages in color . Edited by Gordon P. McKin non. Published by
and availabl e from the author at P.O. Box 2060, Hanover , Ma. 02339, at $42.50
plu s $1.50 for postage and handli ng.

This is the pu blication discussed by th e reviewer on page 92 of Chronicle
94. The news release, issued by the author, sta ted , and we quote without com
ment:

Am er ican phila telis ts have lon g been h in dered in th ei r study of Civil War
po sta l hi story by the absence of any relat ed , comprehensive refere nce work .

T he H and book of Ciui l Wa r Patr ioti c Env elopes and Postal H istory now fills
this void with a quality collection of information . etc. etc, etc. . . .

Actually, the work is entirely about pat riotic covers, and is really an
amplification of Robert Laurence's Th e George W alcott Collection of Civil War
Patriotic Covers, published in 1935 and reprinted by Mr. Grant in 1975. As
Grant states, his cata log uses and extends the " Talcott system of classification.
Preliminary chapt ers discuss pub lishers an d pr inters of patri otics, Th e last chap
ter of this volume lists and/or illustr ates about 600 different patriotics. Further
listin gs are promised .

Th e work is very nicely printed, about the only criticism being that the
color plates are enlarged too much to really look well, with but one cover per
8J~ x 11 page. In the reviewer's opinion, two covers per page would have been
far more att ractive and given a more accurate impression of the material illus
trat ed.

Th e binder is a multiple ring patent typ e, of good qu ality. Th e front is
gold sta mped, but there is really no room for more pages in th is binder . Subse
qu ent volumes will requ ire additiona l bind ers, and we do not see how the
author-publisher can cut his costs beyond the present cost.

It should be emphasized tha t the volume contains only discussion of patri
otic covers and designs, other than some descripti ve mat erial about th e covers
shown in the body of the volum e. Th e descriptions are marred somewhat by
a good many err ors of fact, such as on the first page of the section, No. L4001.
It refers the reader to Note 1, in which the nam e of an ind ividual frankin g
the cover illustrated is given as Gilmore Marston. Actua lly, this is the frank
of Colonel (later Brigadier General) Gilma n Marston of New Hamp shire, a
member of Con gress and a voluntee r officer. Unde r L819a, the "Swamp Angel,"
the heavy gun located in the marsh off Charleston , S.C., arranged to bombard
the city, is describ ed as a mortar . Actua lly, according to the Official Records
(Vol. VII I, pages 19 and 32) this gun was a rifled 8" Parrott gun. There are
other similar discrepanci es in both the collatera l materia l and in other portio ns
of the cover descript ions, relat ive to the postal history.

While these goofs seem trifling, the dat a or misinformation as given could
well serv e as a cover wr ite-up on either album pages or in an article. If such
dat a is to be given, then it is not diffi cult to do enough research th at it be
reliabl e. In addition, although this reviewer has but little expe rtise of printers
and designs of patriotic covers, and noted no errors of fact relative to that
sub ject, one can not help wondering if erro rs in one area do not reflect errors
in the mat erial in whic h the read er has littl e expe rtise.

Genera lly speaking, we can refer to Abraham Lincoln's famous book en
dorsement , when he said something like "For those wh o like this sort of a
book, th is is the sort of a book they will like." And I do find Mr. Gran t's work
enjoyable.
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MONEY FROM HOME
JOHN D. KOHLHEPP

In the late summer and early fall of 1864, Civil War prisoners North and
South found themselves on meager rations of such poor qu alit y that it became
practically impossible for them to avoid serious disease or outright starvation.
In such camps as Johnston's Island near Sandusky, Ohio, and Roper Hospital
in Charleston, S.C., humane treatment was the notable excep tion to the general
rule. But , in many prisons, the drinking water alone was enough to guarantee
a plot in the prison graveyard, and for the few clever enough to boil the water
before drinking it, or to avoid it altoge ther, there still lurked the threat of
scurvy and other debilitat ing diseases caused by the monotony and insufficiency
of the diet. That such a lot was perp etrated on helpless prisoners by the inability
and carelessness of officials in the camps and capitals of both comba tan ts is a
matter of

l
record. Th at it was persisted in despite pleas for reform from the

Christian Commission and inspecting surgeons of both armies is a high water
mark of indifference and ineptitude which each generation's bumbling bureau-
crats strive mightily to exceed. :

Genera lly, Rebel prisoners in the North could obtain food and a few little
semi-luxur ies such as combs, tobacco, needles, soap, candles, writin g paper,
etc., from the prison sutler, if they had the purchasing power. And here was
the rub. Confederate soldiers entering Northern .prisons generally had littl e
money, and what they did have had been issued by that rebellious contingent
in Richmond , and was of no value in the Nor th. 'What few pennies they could
scrounge in prison often came from the manufacture and sale of hand carved
gee-gaws sold to the Northern citizenry through the agency of the camp guards.
Shrewd enterpreneurs at Southern Maryland's Point Lookout Prison Camp on
the Chesapeake Bay, made food cakes of droppings from the garbage and
whatever edible bounty the tide stra nde d, and sold same to their fellow prison
ers. But generally the buyers proved one -time customers, the survivors having
no stomach for repeat dealings.

Figure 1. Sealed envelope carried outside the mails from Richmond to Johnson's Island by the Adams Express
Company. Markings indicate payment of various del ivery cha rge s and that $100 was enclosed for the addressee.
Censored at the prison.

The destitute prisoner, facin g starvation, had the final recourse of obtaining
financi al assistance from home through the mails. And here was the unkindest
cut of all. For the homefolk were living in an economy of skyrocketing infla
tion and dwindling natural resources, and too often had their hand s full keeping
food on their own tables. In addition, Yankee money was in scarce supply in the
South. Even if there was money to spare the POW in the North, it would
invariabl y take the form of the Confederate variety, which would do him no
good at all. The problem of supplying the prisoner from the homefront was
therefore difficult and complex. United States Treasury notes had to be ob-
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tained , and if this obstacle cou ld be overcome, delivery of the curren cy had
to be effected. It is the delivery of this precious cargo with which we are con
cerned.
. F igure 1 shows an overall advertising envelope of "The Virgini a T obacco
Agency , 15 W ater Street, New York, Establis hed in 1836." The back is sealed
by five wax impressions of the Adams Express Company of Richmond, Virgi nia.
Th e cover is addresse d to Captain C(harles) D. Anderson in care of Colonel
C. W. Hill at the prison camp at Johnson's Island, Ohi o. From the various
notati ons on the front of the cover it can be det ermined that $100 in cash was
enclosed for th e pri soner, a handsome sum, indeed, in Civil War times . "Pa id
8/ R\VL" indicat es the express company's fee of "eight bits" or $2 and the
Clerk's initi als. Th e pencil marking at th e top , "Bills 4P" prob abl y means that
currency and a four page letter were enclosed. At the lef t "$100- De\Volf 30<1"
again denotes the amount of money enclosed, along with th e name and fee of
the local delivery agen t. T he final marking is th e fami liar ova l hands tamp
censor marking of John son's Island, wit h the init ials of the censor, "C.S.S."

Figur e TA. Reverse of cover in Figure 1 show ing wax seals of the Adams Express Company, Richmond.

Thi s was undoubtedl y an exceptiona l method of sending cash to a prison 
er, as the Adam s Express Com pany fee was expensive, prohibitive to most. It
would be inter estin g to know just wh ere this item crossed the lines, but the
best bet is that it took the normal Richmond to Fortress Monroe route, was
censo red at both points and turned over for delivery to the Adam s Express
Com pany wh ich was in opera tion at Old Poin t Comfor t, just outside th e wall s
of Fort ress Monroe.

One minor pr ocedural violation is suggested here. And erson was captured
in April of 1865 an d accor ding to flag of tru ce regul ations, no letter inte nde d
for a prisoner was deliverabl e af ter June, 1862, if it was over one page in
length. Th e notation "4P" suggests that th is let ter was four pages lon g and
technically should not have pa ssed censorship. However, it is easy to under
stan d tha t regulations of th is type were some times overlooked, with the degre e
of overlooking varying in direct proportion to the lar gess of the prisoner.
And , with $100 to his credi t, And erson had lar gess to spare.

Usually, in cases of this sort, cash was not tu rned over directly to th e
pr isoner , but credited to his account on the prison books. He was then free
to dr aw on this acco un t in transactions with th e camp sutler.

Figure 2 shows a method of sending cash which was available only to
those corresponde nts of prisoners who had direct access to a F ederal post office.
Mailed from Jersey City on Nove mbe r 30, 1864, for an additiona l 20<1 registry
fee payable only in cash, thi s registered letter # 123 con ta ined $10 and stamps
for the pr isoner, Pvt. John McCabe at Poin t Lookout, Mar yland. ~IcCabe was a
Texan who had been assigned as a rep lacement to a South Carolina regiment
Chronicle 95 / Augus t 1977 / Vol. 29, No. 3 175



and had been captured near the Weldon Railroad. He had succumbed to the
ravages of dysentery before this fin anci al assistance arrived and was reported
"Dead" at mail call, an apparent victim of Point Lookout's min eral-lo ad ed water
supply.

Figure 2 . Registered letter from Jersey City to a prisoner at Point Lookout in care of Major A. G. Brady,
Provosl Marshan. Contents were 510 and slamps but the prisoner died before his leiter arrived. Few Rebel
prisoners had friends or relat ives in the North to provide such ass istance .

Figures 3 and 4 show a means of sending money which could best be
termed the "trust-to-the-gods" method. It consisted of placing currency in an
envelope and postin g same to the prisoner. It will be noted that these covers
were mailed from Missouri, in the Union, and did not pass through an exchang e
point. Covers to or from prisoners in the St. Louis pr isons are rather scarce,
perhaps six reported originatin g within the prisons and approximately twenty
recorded going in. The latter all have the same characteristics: they contained
money for the pri soners who were no longer on the premises, and they bear
a partially erased magenta docketi ng showing a dat e. Th e exact nature of the
latter is not fully understood, but was probably a bookkeeping control put on
by the prison authorities and partially obliterated , perh aps after the war, when
these covers were removed from the prison files and disposed of. It seems that
none of these covers were delivered as notations thereon indicate the addressees
had dep arted. Th e covers were neither forwarded nor returned, and it was
probabl y deemed unwise to destroy them since money was involved. Who
eventually pocketed the cash is open to speculation.

The Myrtl e Street Military Pr ison was at one time a slave pen used by
a dealer named Lynch prior to the outbreak of hostiliti es, while the Gratiot
Street Military Prison was form erly the McDowell Medical College. Both build
ings were impressed as pri sons in this highly volatile theater of operations.
Missour i was a sta te sharply divided in its loyalti es to the Union . Brother
against brother was not a rare exception; guerilla warfare was commonplace.
Here Frank and Jesse James received the highly specialized training which
made them so successful in the railro ad and banking industri es in the 1870s.
The St. Louis prisons, therefor e, became melt ing pots for all manner of human
wartim e flotsam-Confed erate soldie rs, desert ers from both armies, political
prison ers, Southern sympa thizers, bu shwhackers, just plain suspicious folk, and
on and on.

George Thomas (see Figure 3), an inmate of the Myrtl e Street Prison, had
been arrested in 1862 on suspicion of ''be ing connected with quinine ship
ments," indicating smuggling or illegal handling of this drug which was in
short supply in the South. He was paroled to the St. Louis area, but was
appa rently arres ted again late in 1864 or early 1865. If Thomas was making
big money from his activities, he was n't sending scads of it home , or if he
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Figure 3. To George W. Thomas at "mirtle street millitery prisson" in St . Louis with $1 enclosed for his use,
Nol al ion on the back indicale s Thomas had been Iransferred 10 Jefferson Cily Prison and did nol rece ive Ihe
letter.

was, th e folks wer e spending it mighty fast, for they could only scrape together
$1 for his use in priso n. A nota tion on th e reverse of th e cover "gone to Jef
ferson City Prison" indicates Thomas had been transferred to new qu art ers.

---

.~

" \

Figure 4. To a prisoner at Gratiot Street Military Prison in St. Louis . Prisoner had be en "Rsle.sed," per the
nolalion on Ihe back flap .

The final method of financing Rebel pri soners in the North is probably
the commonest and simultane ously the least understood. Figures 5 and 6 show
typical examples. Th ese covers originated in th e South, originally carried in
the Confederate postal system inside other covers addressed to th e Commis
sioner of .Exchange at Richmond. At the Southern capital, these outer covers
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wer e destroyed th e contents censored, and th e surviving inner envelopes for
warded through th e lin es to Fortress Monroe for Yankee cen sorship and
delivery to prison ers in th e Nort h . Devoid of postal markings and b earing
uncan celled Federal sta m ps , th ese covers ap pea r "fi shy" and ar e sometimes
scorned by collectors. A typical comment is "for some reason, they weren't
mailed ." They all possess the following characteristics: 1) a little red pencil
"c", 2) a green pen cil "dep" not ation; 3) a no ta tion th at mon ey was enclosed;
4) a tw o or three d igit number, genera lly in a circle, in ink; 5) often, a bl ack
manuscr ipt cen sor m arking; 6) generally, a 3¢ 1861 F ederal stamp, uncancelled.

Figure S. "Money~letter" to a wounded Rebel prisoner at the Federal field hospital near Point of Rocks, north
of Petersburg, Virginia. Cover be ars the usual notations found on this type of cover, carried by military
courier to prevent loot ing of 'he co nte nts.

It was felt at first th at such covers cam e throu gh th e exchange point,
For tress Monr oe, wi thout a Federal sta mp and that th e authorities th ere could
not relegat e th ese letters to the Dead Letter Office for non-payme nt of postag e
becau se th e postage was ac tually payab le out of th e cur re ncy enclosed. And
becau se of th e difficulties of attaching a 3¢ stamp and th en "making ch an ge"
from a Treasury note, that the covers were carried to the prisons by military
cour iers where cha nge was ma de and stamps affixed in paym ent of postage,
but left uncance lled since most of the prisons had no post office. This seems
a somewhat complicate d p roced ur e, an d on referring th e sub ject to Mr. Thomas
Parks, a lon g tim e authority on Civil War an d pri son ers ' mail , it was learned
that th ese covers have long been considered as havin g been carri ed outside th e
mails fr om Fortress Monroe by military courier simply to prevent looting of
the contents.' This simp le and more straightforward theory would have th e
Federa l stamps affixe d in the South but not cancell ed in the North becau se
the covers never en tered the Federal postal system.

T he au th or has seen suc h a "money-letter" from th e South addr essed to
a prison er at Point L ookout, the on e prison camp which did have its own
po st office . Od d ly enough, the sta mp thereon was cancelled at Old Point
Comfort, and it had been handled as any normal piece of mail by th e post
office , sa ns military courier. Covers such as these bear out a rul e of thumb
impa rt ed by the sa me Tom Pa rks a few years back, which roughly sta ted
goes , "the only thing co nsiste nt in han dli ng through th e lines mail wa s th e

I. T he couriers were mem bers of th e Veteran Reserve Corps, also kn own as th e Invalid
Corps, composed of sold iers who had surv ived ser ious wounds and were no t deemed fit to
return to field duty. They wer e assigned to such serv ice as military po lice , guard duty, cou r iers.
e tc.
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inconsistency thereof." Deviations from the norm in this area are to be antici
pa ted with regular ity.

The numeral in circle on these covers was prob ably a control number put
on at Fortress Monroe to account for mail of this type. Th e litt le red "c" could
stand for "cash" or "courier," while the green "dep" indicates that the money
was deposi ted, probably in a special fund, since in man y cases, (and identical
to the St. Louis prison situation) the prisoners were not on hand to claim th eir
money.

Figur e 5 shows a cover carr ied by military couri er to a hospitalized Rebel
soldier, William Norris of the 5th South Carolina Infant ry. Wound ed an d
captured during the siege of Petersburg, Norr is was removed to the F eder al
hospital at Point of Rocks, near City Point, Virginia, where his leg was ampu
tated. I-Ie died there on November 10, 1864. The cover bears a red "c, ' a
smudge d green marking and a partially erased pencil not ation th at money
was enclosed for the prisoner.

Figure 6. Another money-letter coyer to a prisoner at Camp Chase . Creases at left and across top show where
this "inner" enve lope was fold ed to fit inside an "outer" envelope for mailin g to the Southern exchange po int.

Figure 6 pic tures a similar cover to a prisoner at Camp Chase, near
Columbus, Ohio. The red "c" and green "de p" are clearly indicated, as well
as a censor marking, a "40" in a circle, and "$5 in U.S. currency."

Figure 7. Money·leHer cove r fash ioned f rom wallpaper , 10 a pri so ne r a' Rock Island Barracks. Undelivered a.
the prisoner had been "exchang ed," per the faded blue notation ius' below the stamp.
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F igure 7 shows ano the r couri er-carri ed cover which is truly a postal history
irony. W hile the correspondent was ab le to furnish the pri soner $5 in U.S.
Treasur y no tes, a diffic ult feat in those har d times, he was unable to obta in
that very sca rce commodity in the Civil War South-a plain envelope -in which
to mail it, usin g instead a multicolored piece of wa llpa pe r to send th e mon ey
north.

For every mon ey-letter that went undelivered, there mu st have be en dozens
that found th eir way to the hands of the addressees. It is understandab le that
few such cove rs survived on ce the conten ts were removed , the difficulties of
life in pri son camps not bein g conducive to the storing of old correspondence.
Fi gure 8 illustrat es one survivor which is unusual on several counts; first , it was
sen t to Rebel prisoner M. ' V. Barton at Poi nt Lookout from Randolph, Mas
sachuse tts, in pure Yankee terri tory, second, the vehicle utilized was an em
bossed envelope, not often seen on prison ers' mail , and third, the $1 enclosed
was signed for by the pri soner right on the face of the enve lope , thereb y giving
th e bearer a receipt for the fu nds receive d . The hearer was Ca ptain J. N.
Patter son, th e provost marshal of Point Lookout, in wh ose belongings thi s
receipt-cover was found many years after the war ende d."

Figure 8. Cover con tain ing $1 rece ipted by the prisone r, Lt. M. W. Burton . "Ward No . 12" iodie.tes the
prisoner was in Point looko ut's Hammond Hos pital which w as utili zed mainly fo r Fede ral so ldi ers , but treated
the sick from among the prison ers as w ell .

It is inter esting to compare the man y claims of ill treatment of Rebel
pri son ers in Northern camps-failure to provide tents in the winter ch ill and
blinding glare of summer sun at Point Lookout, the malari al conditions on Pea
Patch Island in th e Delawar e River, the abiding pr esence of a festering pool
of human was te materi al a t Camp Chemung in Elmira- to the exclusive courier
delivery of money-letters to the needy confined in these camps. The claims of
ill tr eatment , many of which were quit e justified, just don't correlate to the
mail delivery furn ished Jeff Davis' soldiery in the North . Or perh ap s it would
suffice to say th at the Union Army ran an un commonly fine mail service .

2. See Richa rd B. Graham 's art icle "J. N. Pa tterson " in th e August -September 196.;
Conlederate Ph ilatelist .
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
NOTES AND COMMENT
In th e last few Chronicl es, thi s 1869 section has consumed more spa ce th an

it should have, obviou sly at the expe nse of the other editors. By way of makin g
amends, it is de liberately abbreviated this time. Instead of th e usual windy
scholarship, we'll spend a few pages tying up loose ends and sketching wha t
is planned for the future.

Recent contributions to th is secti on have generated considerabl e feedback
and recognition. In Chronicle 89, William Herzog combined new and old data
to revise the decad es-old figures on the quanti ties issued of th e various 1869
stam ps. Those who attende d our successful San Francisco meeting alrea dy know
that on th e basis of thi s and other cont ributions to the phil atelic record, Herzog
was awarded th e Ca rro ll Ch ase cup for 1976. Congratulations, Bill.

The significance of Herzog's figures is just beginning to sink in. Using
the Herzog data and th e stamp agent's ledger sheets, I sat down a few months
ago and calculated th at no more than 140,000 15¢ 1869 Type I stamps could
possibl y have been issued (versus the long-stand ing Luff -Brookman estima te
of 200,000). The logic is arguable, but the numbers sustain. (Fo r tho se who
are interested, the full discussion appears in the May issue of Th e 1869 T imes.)
Thi s means th at th e 15¢ Type I was issued in considerably fewer numbe rs th an
either th e 24¢ or the 30¢ 1869 stamps. An unanswered question is whether th e
Type I covers, which cur ren tly sell for $300-$600, are actua lly scarcer th an
24¢ or 30¢ 1869 covers, which sell for much more. I think not , but the only
way to find out is with a census. Any voluntee rs?

On th e subject of cover censuses, early response to Rich ard Searing's listing
of 24¢ 1869 covers, publ ished in Chronicle 93, has been most encouraging.
Several heretofore unli sted 24¢ covers have surfaced, and others, whose where
abouts were previously unknown, have been located-many of them in collec
tions of Society members. Shari ng information of this nature is our very purpose.
To all who helped, many thanks. Searing plans an update of this listin g in
du e course, and is now at work on a comparable listing of 30¢ 1869 covers .

Many 30¢ 1869 covers went to France. Of these, a good number can be
charitably called qu estionable. In orde r to chase the foxes out of th e henhouse,
it's essential to assemble everything now known about the markings and postal
practices that characteri zed U.S. corr espondence to France during the 1869
period. Thi s is some thing I've wanted to do for a long time anyway, and
Searing's 30¢ project provides the imp etus. If all goes well, this section next
tim e will publish my notes on French intercourse during 1869-to be followed,
in the Winter, by Searing's write-up on the 30¢ covers .

Chron icle 90, our special Interphil issue, featured a newcomer to thes e
pages, Jim Schreiber, who described a number of domestic covers bearing an
unusual single-c ircle "DISPATCHE Dj PHILAD'A. PA" marki ng. Jim reports
considerabl e respo nse from his wr ite -up, and has reach ed , prelim inarily, a rather
startling conclusion abo ut this marking. Without giving anything awa y about
Jim's discovery , which will be published here as soon as all the facts have come
together , it seems likely th at this marking deserves catalog reco gnition because
of th e type of service it represents. Readers who have information on insights
about th ese Philly covers, or about 24¢ or 30¢ 1869 covers, should com
municat e directly with the authors involved, or through me.
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Two points of clarification:
(1) In Chronicle 86 I wrote about the short-lived 1O¢ direct ra te, via Hall

line , between the U.S. and New Zealand. This rate was in effect between
May 27 and November 30, 1870, and covers showing it aren' t common. I knew
of one then, and have since learned about ano ther . This 10¢ rate was sup
planted by a 12¢ rate, specified in the postal treaty between the U.S. and New
Zealand , effec tive 1 December 1870.

In mentioning the 12¢ rate (Chronicle 86: 104), I wrote that "the 12¢ rate
remained in effect up through the Universal Postal Union." In a letter, col
league Richard Grah am amiably poin ted out that this statemen t might mislead,
implying that the 12¢ rate lasted only un til 1875 or a few years lat er.

In fact , New Zealand and some of the Austra lian sta tes didn't join U.P.U.
until many years after the rest of the world. Graham showed both cover and
documentary evidence to support this. The fact is that New South Wales, Vic
toria, Queensland, West Australia, South Australia , Tasmania, New Zealand,
British New Guinea and the Fij i Islands all joined U.P.U. on 1 October, 1891.

(2) Chr onicle 94 published a long article about 1869 covers to D enmark
and Swede n. Page 102 showe d tracings of excha nge-o ffice markings that appear
on these covers. These included two varie ties of a scrip t Weiterfranco hand 
stamp (shown as E and F in the tracing plate) which apparently was applied
on the Verviers-Cologne postal sorting car, and one example of a boxed
Weiterfranco handstamp (tracing G) apparently applied on dir ect covers enter
ing Germ any at Bremen. Hamburg han dst arnps weren't shown , because I
didn't know they existed.

Figur e I . 10¢ 1869, plu s Iwo 2¢ 8anknoles, making the 14¢ ral e 10 Sweden, effe cl ive 9 April 1869-30 June
1870 . The cover was posled al Cincinnali on May 27, 1870 , showing t he blue Cincy mark ings Ihal are Iypical
of this period . The ha:ndstamped " 11/2 Wf. " at lower left is a restatement of the U.S. credit 4, representi ng
the North German Union 's charge for service beyond Germany. All covers to Denma rk and Sweden, during the
1869 period , had to go via N.G. U.

The cover in Figure 1 shows tha t they do. The marking at lower left shows
" 1)f Wf.," meaning "lJf silbergroschen paid beyond ," the Germ any-currency
equivalent to the 4¢ U.S. credit. This cover , illus tra ting the 14¢ direct ra te to
Sweden (effective 9 April 1869-30 June 1870), must have been car ried on
the HAPAG steamer Holsatia, which left Hoboken 31 May 1870, touching
at Plymouth early on June 10, arriving Hambur g June 12.

This section still seeks a volunteer in the Bay Area to research westboun d
departure dates of the transpacific steamers. Only a few hours' work is invo lved,
in downtown San Francisco. Here's a chance to mee t sexy librarians while
making an enduring cont ribu tion to the philat elic record . Any takers?
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1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING ARRAY OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White O.k Ridge Ro.d

Short Hills, N.J. 07078

Charter member of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
184
ASHBROOK

SPECIAL SERVICE
I have a few high quality reprints of th is

e xcellent philatelic study of stamps end

covers of U.S. The original service sold

for $700 end w as available to only II

fe w. The re p rin t is on bond paper end

the reproduction of the te xt and photos

is superior to the original. This is not to

be confused w ith the infe rio r copying

mach ine reproduction made seve ra l veers

ago and w hich sold for $200.00.

PRICE $200.00

William O. Bilden Co.
Box 24026

Edina, Minnesota 55424
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
5.n Anselmo, C•. 94960 USPCS

CSA
C

POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consig nment to the auction. Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
h ronicle 95 / Augus t 1977 / Vol. 29, No.3



THE FAMOUS

1 CENT Z GRILL

sold on May 25, 1977
in New York at Sotheby Parke Bernet

for $90,000
... a record price for a United States Stamp

Weare now accepting consignments
for our fall schedule. For further in
formation, please write or call.

SothebyParke Bernet Stamp AuctionCo.
158 Deer Hill Avenue Danbury, Connecticut 06810 203/743-4458
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
NEW YORK FOREIGN MAIL CANCELLATIONS 1870-1876
The fancy cancellations used on foreign mail originating in New York

between 1870 and 1876 are among the most fascinating and popular of the
"killers" used on United Stat es stamps. The grea t variety of th e killers and the
beauty and intricacy of so man y of them make "F.M.s" one of the most collecti
b le and most satisfactory canc ella tion specialties in the National and Continental
Bank Note stamps of that period. Also one finds fertile ground for studying
the various rat es to forei gn count ries (pa rticularly prior to July 1, 1875, when
the Universa l Postal Union agreement became effective for a uniform 51 rate
among th e participat ing countries). Singles and multiples with well struck F .M.
cancellations on them brighten up any Bank Note collection, particularly with
the brilliant red ink used on many of them.

Figu r. 1. " Flying Clolh . sp ins" (NYFM 516) canc.1 on 1872 eever from N.w York 10 Turk.y. Appar.nlly pr.
paid al 12, ral. for closed ma il Yia England, bUI aClually sent by NGU. Addr. ...d 10 H.nry 5chli .mann. Ih.
disco vere r of Troy.

Add to thi s a cover to a far away place with an unusual rate and you have
a collector's delight. For example, Figure 1 is a letter dated April 4, 1872, from
New York to Henry Schliemann, the discoverer of Tro y, addressed to him in
care of th e U.S. Consul at Dardanelles, Turkey, where he had just started his
excava tions to prove his position that Tro y was a real city, not a myth by Hom er,
and that it lay below wh ere he started his diggings. His discovery of Troy and
pro of of his position, which had originally been derided by many eminent
historians and archaeolo gists, was one of the greatest historical events of the
19th century. Schli emann was an eminently successful bu sinessman having in
terests in many countries including the United States during th e Gold Rush
period from 1849. It is trul y a great cover and illustrates Nr'FM cancellation
#S16 often called the "F lying Clothespins." The cancellat ion is in brown, the
only recorded cop y of that cancellation in that color.

Figure 2 illustrates a cover addressed to Mons. Phillipe de Ferrari in 1872
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when he was a youn g man. Ferrari assembled the greates t classic stamp collec
tion ever put together. Th e letter is from a New York stamp dealer, Wm. P.
Brown, dated Janu ary 1872 tied by NYFM cancellation A28 on a 3¢ pink
(Scott U36) blue lett er sheet with a 1¢ ultramarine stamp (Scott # 145) to Paris.
Not only is it an historical cover of great significance but also illustrates th e
4¢ rate paid to En gland with the balance of th e rate ("10" decim e mark
approximately 19¢) collected in France from the addressee, Mons. Ferrari, and
with a 40 centime (about 8¢) accounting mark to Great Britain for forw arding
to France. One wonders wha t rare and fabulous stamps may have been en
closed on approval.

Figur. 2. Cover from N.w York st.mp deal.r .ddr....d to Count Ferr.rl, the r.nown.d phil.t.lIst. S.nt .t 4t
op.n m.i1 r.t. via England. NYFM A28 eencel .

Reading recently the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, that
wonderful publication which the Editor of the 1869 Period, Michael Laurence,
was so instrumental in reproducing for the philatelic world, I ran across the
following (December 1870 whole No. 123, page 491):

T he law requires postage on all letters (inclu ding those to foreign countries
when prepaid) excepting th ose written to th e President or Vice-Presid en t, or
mem be rs of Congress, or (on official bu sin ess) to th e chiefs of the execu tive de
part ments of the government and the heads of burea us and chie f clerks an d othe rs
invested with th e fra nking pri vilege, to be prep ai d by stamps. . . .

Having spent some time on free franks and their elimination effective
July 1, 1873, by law sponsored by President Ulysses S. Grant, I was ama zed
to find that, in additio n to the estimated 26,000 peopl e invested with the free
frank privilege, many of them as enume rated above could also have letters
addressed to them sent free by the sender. I am sure that a stu dy must have
been mad e of such reverse use of free franks. I would appreciate any informa
tion that our readers may have about such use. I ha ve a feeling Dick Graham
has knowledge about it . It could make a very interesting article in a future
issue. So let's hear from you.
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(1) Editor's Notes
• In this issue, in addition to regular features of dating Remele period mark

ings and pr esenting newly reported Railway markings, we are pleased to offer
a gues t article on the "Og densburgh Route" b y that noted postal histori an
Calve t Hahn .

• We are adv ised by Rich ard Frajola of Jack Molesworth, Inc. , that the
"H ickory Valley, M.C.R.R" sta tion marking (TM 421-S-5) is not unique, but
that ac tually two covers exist of this extremely rare marking-both of which
carry the same date-Nov. 28, 1861. See Chr onicle 92:283.

• While rummagin g th rou gh our files tryin g to find some record of the
San F rancisco an d Marysville RR, we ran across an old letter from th at lat e
versa tile philat elist , Henry Meyer. To indicate Henry's far-ranging interests I
am imp ar tin g his study of an obscure killer , which he located on a UX5 postal
card own ed by his friend, Neal Graber t, of Evansvill e. Henry, who did his
own photographic work, reported "A person can't mak e a thing out of it but
a solid oval of ink with some funny spots, unt il you study it carefully, and
th en it fin ally becomes perfectly clear." First, Henry mad e a norm al exposure
(F igure 1a) which shows almost no detail. Th en he under-exposed it (Figure
1b) wh ich brough t out much mor e detail, and finally he mad e an enlarged
freeh and sketch (Figure Ic) to show that it was a monogram device of the
Jeffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis R R (a later name of the Madison &
Indianapolis R.R). The posta l card was used in 1879 from To ledo, Ohio, to
New F rankfort, Ind.

( b )

( C )

Figu re 1. A ste p by ste p eXl mple of Henry Meyer's detecti ve work in dec iphe ring • prev iously unreldable
mark ing .

One of th e most unusual features of this strike that Henry did not point
out was that the J.M. & I.RR ran nowh ere near Toledo , Ohio, but th at New
Frankfort, Ind. , was reache d via Austin, Ind., a sta tion on the Jeffersonville,
Madison & 1nd ian apolis RR 75 miles south of Indianapolis. Evidently the
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route agent on the Indianapolis-Louisville local train, while sorting his local
mail , noticed that the postal car d was uncancelled by th e Toledo strike and
killed it with a separate handstamp killer before placing it in the Austin pouch.
This fascin ating killer tells quite a story about an unusual occurrence and a
meticulous postal history student.

• Your Editor does not often object to practices of stamp dealers, but we
have notic ed a steadily growing tendency, which we feel is very detrimenta l
to postal histor y collectors and, especially, to the younger beginning students
of postal history. Thi s tendency is to bulk-lot items of obvious postal history
interest into huge lots containing many sepa rate covers which would be col
lectible by the novice, beginn er, and tho se of us who are have to watch our
stamp budgets. This practice is growing among seve ral auction hou ses in an
obvious attempt to reduce overh ead and cata log costs. However, we feel that
such lots as 200 Iowa stampless covers and 750 different Iowa 19th Century
town marks, for example, are a bit too much. Th ey are obvious "dealer" lots
and the ambitious young Iowa specialist of mod est means cannot begin to
build his collection reasonabl y from such lotting. While we certainly under
stand mailing costs pressure, it would seem far more constructive to issue
mimeographed lists, without pictures and fancy artwork, th at could be mailed
at lower cost and attract the youn ger generation of postal history students on
which we all depend.

(2) A New Early Marking for the Ogdensburgh

© Copyright Calvet M. Hahn 1977
In his excellent summary of the Ogdensburgh Route (Chro nicle 89), Ch arles

L. Towle gives the essential data to identify a new early marking of th e Remele
N21b markin g. The cover, illustrat ed here (F igure 2) has th e typical 28mm
circle NORTHERN • O.RR MAIL j-N.Y.-with a date of JULY/4, all in red.
It is ad dressed to T.P . Chandler, President of the Ogd ensburgh RR., at Boston
and inscribed "Vt. Central RR" and "R R.B." (ra ilroa d bu siness) as well as with
a crossed out "Charge Box I." There is no year elate.

Figure 2. Cover wit h " NORTHERN O.R.R. MAIL/. N.y .... (Remele N21b) used Ju ly 4, 1850, e new .arly de te
for th is marking .

The pencil "10" rate present ed real questions , for th e route marking has
traditionally been reported as being 1851-7 period. Thus this would have to
be a double unpaid letter to fit a July 4th date. But, there is evidence it is
really 1850.

Inside the flap is a message not removed by past owners, Messr s. Hicks
and Wyer. It reads: "Just heard th e bridge bill has pas sed th e Senat e. Hurra."
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This is the dating feature. Mr . Towle notes th e 118 mile line from Ogdensburgh
to Rouses Point opened for traffic on October 1, 1850, and th at shortly there
after, despite attempts to stop it in the Legislature of New York, an ingenious
300 foot floating bridge section was used for a trestle across the mouth of
Lake Champlain so that the Northern cou ld link up with the Vermont and
Canada RR and New England.

If the bill passed in July, 1850, the openin g of this route via the floating
bridge after 10/1/50 would be a correct sequence. And, th e pencil "10" becomes
explicable. It is 286~ miles from Rouses Point to Boston on the local roads
(Boston to Fitchburg 50~ miles; Fitchburgh to Bellows Falls, Vt., 64 miles ;
Bellows Falls to Burlington, Vt., 120 miles; Burlin gton to Rouses Point is about
53Jf miles- total 287:11 miles). Only 13 miles are needed to pu sh th e rate into
the 10¢, over 300 mile zon e. The Am erican Railway Gu ide for 1850 tells us
that the Ogdensburgh & Champlain R.R , as it was known then, was open
for the 41 miles to Chauteau gay. Any town from Mooers Forks westward to
Ch auteau gay would meet the 300 mile 10¢ rate requirement.

'While the records show this marking running as late as 1857 in red, I would
like to suggest th at it was repl aced by the Remele N21-a sometime between
December 1852 and June 30, 1853, and thus prob ab ly was only in use for a
little over a two year spa n.

/,
I • •. ,

.r: 17

t_Ar/~/i

Figure 3. Another Ogdenburgh mark ing (T.M lDl ·G·2) known in the banknote period and thus a very late
s'ampless use .

Intriguingly enough, th e Ogdensburgh also has a very late stampless, Figure
3. This Towle-Meyer 101-G-2 is known in the banknote period with a June 28th
date and in a slightly smaller size (without one "R") in 1872. While this appears
postmarked with a quartered cork, the ink and posi tioning suggest it may
actually be a duplex which would more readily explain the stamp less condition.
There is no trace of a stamp being removed on any part.

(3) Dating Project-Remele Period Markings

In Chronicles 88 and 93 listings were made of markings A-2 through 1-7
with available actua l dates of use. Again we urge collectors to repor t dated
markings earlier or later than those listed, with Remele number of marking,
color and date with year. Only by constant cataloging and reporting of such
dates can we arrive at a rational method of determining dates of use for dif
fer ent types and colors . In the sequence listed below th ere are many markings
with no recorded dates-frequent ly due to only one example of marking being
known. No da tes have been recorded for Remele Nos. 1-8, J-I , K-l-b , K-2-b, L-l ,
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JASPER, TEXAS PAID 10 APRIL 9, 1864
V.F. ++ $125.00

Just one of many exceptional covers in my stock of U.S. Specializ
ing in covers by State , Southern Territorial Covers, Transatlantic Mails
incoming or outgoing!, and original family correspondence as the cover
above.

PRESENTLY IN STOCK:::
ARKANSAS TERR. ALABAMA TERR . MISS. TERR. LA. TERR.

INDIAN TERR. FLA. TERR. TEXAS CONFEDERATES
OVER 1,000 TRANSATLANTIC COVERS

Correspondence of Around 1,000 Covers Port Republic, Va. Family
Small to large quantity of just about every other facet of U.S.
Postal History.

I MAY NOT HAVE EVERYTHING ALL OF THE TIME BUT I WOULD
LIKE TO HAVE THE PLEASURE OF HELPING YOU BUILD YOUR COL
LECTION!

Free Xeroxes on request. I Pay th~ Postage and Insurance to You.

!Write Today and Let Me Know What I Can Help You With!

USPCS RA 1729 - BIA 8476 - APS 52695 - SPA 30653 - BNA 3393
GPS 5224 TEXAS STAMP DEALERS ASSOCIATION

P.O. Drawer 17428 • Austin, Texas 78760 • Phone: (512) 288-0450
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NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS IV

e~/2/tJ ~
341-B-1

307-A-1

104-E-1

755-1 -1

585 -B-1

31l-P-1

702 -S-3

732-G-1

582-A -1

50-E-1

938-C-1

612-C -1

742-A-1
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L-2, L-3 , L-3~, L-4, L-5, L-6-b, L-6-c, L-6~, L-7-e, L-9, L-lO-Sb , L -IO-Sc, L-lO
Se, L-ll, L-12-S, M-J~, M-l-c and M-l-d.

6-24-51

11-25-51

La te Date
7- 5-55
5-29 -54

6- I -51
8- 4-49
9-19-49

9-23-52
7-24-52

11-16-50

New Listings for Remele Cat. Nos. J-K·L-
Remele Cat . No . USTMC Cat . No . COIOT Early OT Only Date
K-I-a 4-E- I bl ack 5- 2-55
K-I-c 4-F-I bl ack 4- 4-5 1
K- I -d 4-G- I bl ack 12-20-61
K-2-a 522-B-I black 1-25-58
L -6-a 561-D-I red 7-16 -48
L -7-a 112-A-I red 2-18 -46
L-7-b 112-A-2 red 1-22-49
L -7-b 112-A-2 bl ack 7-\0-48
L-7-c 112-A-3 red 9-25-46
L -7-d 112-B -I red 4- 5-51
L -7-d 112-B-I b lack I - 8-72
1.-8 303-A- I blue 4-24-48
L- IO-Sd 524-5-3 blue 2- 3-60
L- JO-Sf 524-5-5 blue 5-22-62
M-I-a 565-A-I blue 11-22-49
M-I -a 565-A -I green 3-12-52
M- I-b 565-A-2 blue 7-18-51
M-2-a 654-B-I red 2-14-52
M-2 -b 654-B-2 red II - 5-50
M-2-c 654-C-I blue 7-14-53
VIA M & I R . R . 654-Spec. bl ack 10-13-51
(4) Newly Reported Markings-IV
We are pleased to repor t the following new ra ilway markings and are

indeb ted to Mrs. Grissman and Messrs. Clark, Fi ngerhood , Germon, Griffin,
j arosak, Jarret t, Lee, Molesworth, Molnar, Nettlesh ip, Pr end ergast, Rotteck,
Skowlund, Turner and Zimmerman for reporting information.
356-0 -1: 28Y2' blue, 1876. V. (Ge orgia R. R ., Union Point-Athens. Ga . 4 1 rnls.) .
567-S-5 : 29\!:!-20Y2 x 23V2-14 V2 ' D. Ov al. b lue. 1881. IV. (Ba lt im ore &: Oh io R .R . Centra l Ohio

Div.. Clay Lick. 0 .-6 m iles cast of New ark .) ,
274-S-5b : 29 Y2 -21\!:! x 22 \!:!- 14 Y2' D. Ova l. b lu e. 1877. 78. IV. (Com p le te tracing) . (Ba lt im ore &

Oh io R.R .• Woodhine. Md .. 38 mil es west of Bal tim ore) .
776-A-I : 27. black. 1885. II . (Cha r iton . Ia -Alba ny, Mo .. 99 m ls.• C. B. & Q. R .R .) .
3H -B-I: Manuscri pt . pen cil . Civ il War p eri od. VI. (Chera w &: Darli ngton R.R .• Flor ence 

Ch eraw. S.C.• 40 m ls.).
755-1-1: 26Y2' b lack . 1874. IV. (Wilton j ci ., la .-Leaven wor th . Kan .. 321 ml s.. Ch icago & Sou th

western R.R .- C.R .I. &: P .) .
702-5-3-: 22 \!:! x 17\!:! . Oval. blue. partia l. 1870. V. (Ch icago . Rock Islan d & Pacific R .R .. Wash 

ington H eigh ts. l ll., 12 Y2 miles sou th of Ch icago) .
5:H -I-T -I : Manuscr ip t. 1852. VI. (Cleveland -Wellsvi lle. 0 ., 101 mi les . C levela nd & Pittsburg

R .R.) .
569-A- I : 26 . black. Banknote. II. (Colu mbus. O i-I ndianapolis, Ind .. 186 mls.. In d iana. Bl oom 

ington & Western R .R .).
(;26-C-I: 26, b lack, 1876. IV. (Ypsilan ti-Bankers, Mich.. 66 m ls.• Detroit, Hillsdale & South

western R .R .) .
50-E- I: 26 \!:! . bl ack. Ban knote. I I. (Dover . N.H .-Boston. Ma ss.. 68 m ls.• Boston & Ma in e R.R.).
307-A· I : 27\!:! . b lack . 1882. Black 'W' killer. I I. (H agers town . Md .-Waynesboro. Va .. 143 miles.

Shenandoah Vall ey R .R .) .
585-B-I: 27. bl ack . Banknote, (poss. partial ) . IV. (Kokom o -Fra nkfor t , Ind.. 27 m iles, Toled o .

Cinci n na ti & St. Louis R .R .) .
732-G-I : 27Y2' b lack. 1882. III. (Li tch field -J acksonvil le, I ll ., 54 m ls.. J ackson ville Southeastern

R .R .) .
532-E-2: Manuscript . la te 1850s. V. (Lou isville-Lebanon . Ky.• 67 m ls.. Lo ui sville. Nash ville &

Leba non Br anch R .R. ) .
612-C- I-: 25Y2. bl ack. Banknote, III. (Mo nroe-Adri an. Mi ch .• 35 m ls.. Lake Shore & Mic h igan

Southe rn R y.) .
104-E-I : 25Y2' bl ack. 1876-79. Pa r t ial. I II . (Morr istown -Ca r thage . N .Y.-Agt. -49 mls.. U tica &

Black Ri ver R .R .) .
938-C-I : 30-27\!:!-18. T'r. circle. b lack. 1883. IV. (Nor folk -Du nca n . Neb.. 57 m ls.• Omaha . N io 

brara &: Black H ill s R. R.. Un ion Pa cifi c R .R .) .
311-1'-1: 25. b lack . Ba nknot e, IV. (Norfolk, Petersburg &: Sou th Sid e R .R .. No r folk-Ly nch b u rg,

Va .• 206 m ls.) .
582-A- I: 26 \!:! . bl ack, Banknote. IV . T oledo-Man sfield . 0 .. 86 m ls.. Toledo . T iffi n & Eas te rn

R .R .).
742-A- I :2G \!:!. magen ta . 1877. III. (W hite Heath -Deca tur, Ill .. 33 ml s.• Wabash , 51. Louis &

Pacific R .R .) .
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARN ES, Assoc . Editor

WALTER HUBBA RD, Asso c. Editor
A CHICAGO SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL COVER TO DENMARK
GEORGE E. HARGEST

In his excellent article about the supplementary mails in the ]976 Co ngress
Book, NIr. Henry Stollni tz traces and explains the controversy between Sta nley B.
Ashb rook and Dr. ' V. L. Bab cock regarding these markings. Those used at
the Chicago office as Babcock sta tes have "'no record of [th eir] sanction or
origin th at has come to light,' an d this study has necessarily been based on
covers ca rry ing the cance llation." : In all th e subse quent discussion of the Chi
cago Supplementary mail mark ings, noth ing was added by Ashbrook, and to
this day facts concerning th em are confined to what the covers show."

Upon one fact Ashbrook, Babcock and Stollnitz agree : the Ch icago Sup
plementary Mail service was not intended, as was the New York service, to
speed the d ispat ch of foreign mail letters. As Ashbrook put it , ", . . but on
the con tra ry it applied onl y to domestic mail.?" Th e cover illustrated as Figure 1,
ther efore, is of in terest becaus e it bears a Chi cago Supplementary Mail marking
(Scott's typ e B; Babcock 's type CB) and is addr essed to Denmark. The cover
is a 3¢ sta mpe d enve lope, Scott 's # U59, with th e adde d informa tion that it is
knife 12. The Ch icago marking bears the date of April 26, whil e on the rev erse
it is docket ed 25 April 1866, undoubtedl y the date the letter was wri tten. It
is also endorsed "Pr steamer via Liverpool" which would see m to indicate that it
was int ended to be sent by th e Allan Lin e. In April 1866, mail to be sent by the
Allan Line was mad e up at the Chicago exchange office 48 hours before the
sailing of the ship from Portland, Me., according to the arrange ments stated
by the U.S. Postmaster Cenera l.:' While we do not know wh at precise arrange
ments were made for Prussian closed mail , we do ha ve the arrangements ma de
for French mail , and, since the Postm aster Genera l stated that the new arrange
ments with Prussia, which provided for con veyanc e of mail by the Allan Lin e
from the offices of Chicago, D etroit and Portland "have greatly expedited the
transmission of European correspondence to and from the W estern States.?"
it can be ass ume d tha t the arra ngements were simila r to those with France.
Mails originating in or destined for the States of Michigan, Ohi o, Indiana, and
Kentucky wer e to be sent to or from the Detroit Office, while thos e from or to
the States of Ill inois, Wi sconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, an d Missouri , and the Terri 
tories of Kansas and Neb raska were to be handled by the Chicago Office."
It is, therefore, stra nge th at this cover does not bear a Chicago Exchange Office
markin g and an indication that it was sen t by the Allan Line.

The Allan Line stea mship No va Scotian sailed from Portland on 28 April
1866. Forty-eight ho urs were allowed for the dispatch of mail from Chicago
to reach the ship at Portlan d. Although this lett er is dated 26 April, it is not
un likely that it arr ived at the Chicago Offic e after the mail for Portland had
been closed. If it were held for the next Allan Line sailing , it would have to
rest in Chicago for a week. E vid ently, a special mail was made up and dis
pat ched to New York. Arri ving at the New York excha nge office, it was dis
patched in th e Prussian closed mail to Liverpool. This has to be a supposition
by the author, since th ere can be no proof to support it , or to reject it.

I. De1f Norona , Cyclopedia of United States Post marks lind Postal H istory, p. 65.
2. Henry Stol lnitz , " :'01 . Y. Su pp lementary Mail Mark ings," Congress Book 1976., p. 104.
3. Stanley B.• Ashbrook "The Supplem enta ry Mail Serv ice of the New York Post Office

1853-1872." Th e Sta mp Sp ecialist , Orange Book, 1941, p. 33.
4. George E. H argest , H istory of L et ter Post COlllmunication he/ween th e United Stat es and

Europe, 1845·1875. p . 134.
5. l bid., p. 138.
6. Ibid., p. 137.
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Figure 1. CHICAGO SUPPLEMENTARY MAIL pos l m. rk on 186 6 cov er to Denmark. Apparentl y too lale 10 go
by Allan Line from Portland as intende d, and there fore fo rwarded by Cunard steamer " Persi. " from New York
in the Pruss ian Closed Mail service .

This is clear. When the letter arrived in the New York exchange office ,
it was dir ected by Liverpool steamer an d thi s meant it would be sent b y Prus
sian closed mail. It was mark ed with the New York exchange office marking
for Brit ish packet, with a debit of 23c,i for the internati onal rat e of 30c,i. The
Cunard Liner Persia sailed from New York on W ednesday 2 May 1866 and
evide ntly carried this lett er to Europe. On the face th e cover is marked in blue
crayon "13%," which was in silber-groschen, The international rate wa s 13 silb er 
grosche n to the limit s of the Germ an-Austrian Postal Union. This consi sted
of 2 silbe r-groschen GAP U postage and 11 silb er-groschen foreign postage.
On the reverse of this cover is a blue crayon "11" indicating th e for eign postage.
In 1866 the rate by Prussian closed mail to Denmark was 31c,i , if prepaid, or 33c,i
if unpaid. The silber-groschen in 1866 was worth 2.4c,i in U.S. currency. There
fore, 13% silber-groschen equa lled 32.8c,i , rounded to 33c,i. This represented
the rate from the U.S. through Prussia to Denmark. The "65" on the face of
the cover indicates that 65 skillings were collected in Denm ark. The U.S. cent
was worth 1 4/5 skillings in Danish currency. A 3~ ·i rat e, ther efore, yielde d
59.4 skillings. Th ere was also a fine of 6 skillings on unpaid letters, making
the total of 65 to be collect ed. On the reverse, is a duplex Cope nhagen marking
and a 34, which evidently indicates the carr ier. The Copenhagen marking is
dated 13/5 (May) .

While, with accuracy, everything can be known about this cove r, except
why it was sent in a Chicago supplementary ma il, and no t by the Allan Line,
the reason can be surmised, but it is dan gerous to rely on surmises. It is
sometimes, however , necessary to surmise, if any thing is to be said. Perhaps
the read er can put forward a better solution. lothing is adde d here to our
kno wled ge regarding Chicago suppleme ntary markings, exce pt, perhaps, th at
it ind icates a reason for a supplementary mail. This cover is not unique, since
a similar one is in the collection of Mr. Melvin W . Schuh.
THE HAMBURG-AMERICAN LINE PACKETS IN 1870 AND 1871
WALTER HUBBARD

ADDENDUM
In the last paragraph but one on page 49 of Chro nicle No. 81, it was said,

with reference to the sailing of the Hamburg-American Line's packet from New
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York on 19 Jul y 1870, th at "there would not seem much room for doubting
that her sacks of mail, like Holsatia's, would have been land ed in Brita in." Wi th
further inf ormation to han d ", this can now be amplified. The packet concerned
wa s Siles ia an d, havin g left New York on 19 July, she went round the north
of Scotland, via the Pen tland Firth, to Leith , near Edinburgh. Her arriva l there
on 29 July was rep orted as "from New York." Two months later , on 29 Sep tem
ber , she sailed ag ain, to arr ive at Hamburg on 1 Octobe r-in comfor table time
for her dep arture for New York six days later.

In the same ar ticle, it was mentioned that Holsatia , which had sailed from
New York a week earlier, arriv ed at Plymouth on 22 July and stayed there
for nearly a month before going on to Greenock. She sailed from Plymouth
on 21 August , to arrive in the Clyde on the following day- "for repairs." She
remained longer in British waters than Silesia, not reaching Cu xhaven , in the
Elhe estua ry , until 9 Januar y 1871, bu t also in good tim e to make he r next
voyage to New York on 15 January.

• Lloyds l .ist 1870-71.

CORRIGENDUM

It is now kno wn that the Hamburg-Amer ican Line started to carry the
United States mails from New York in November 1870 and not in Febru ar y JB71
as stated in the article in Chronicle No. 85 (pp. 55/56).

From 15 November on , the Lin e's packets carried the Unite d States mails
direct to Hamburg until the call at Plymouth was reinstated on 13 February.
Sailing lists covering th is period are being prep ared bu t, in the meantim e, the
article in Chronicle No. 8.5 should be read as app lying only to the resumption
of the service to Plymouth with the "British" ma ils.

The wr iter is greatly indeb ted to Clifford Fri end, whose resea rch has shown
the need for th is correction.
THE CIVIL WAR YEARS
Report of the Postmaster General

THERON WIERENGA

These reprints are punched for a small 3-ring

bi nder and have card covers. Other years are

ava ilable, w rite for pa rt iculars .

1861-1 862 Complete

1863-1864 Complete

1865-1 866 Complete

Or der f rom:

337 College Ave .

___________ ____ _________$10.00

__ __________________________$10.00

____ __ ___________________$10.00

Holland, Mi. 49423
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CUNARD LINE-MAIL PACKETS FROM BOSTON AND NEW YORK
WALTER HUBBARD

(Continued from Ch ronicle !J4:131)
18 September 1850 to 13 December 1854-from Boston via Halifax to Liverpool

- f ro m New York direct to Liverpool

1852
An.

Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed. Arr. Date LP Notes
13 Dec 28 Dec B CANADA 7 J an 18 Jan see not e 5
20 do 2 Jan NY AFRICA 14 J an 25 J an (1030)
27 do 8 do B CAMBRIA 21 J an I Feb (2200)
3 J an 16 do NY ASIA 28 J an 7 Feb IOd. 2h rs. 15m.

IO'do 26 do B AMERICA 4 Feb 15 Feb
17 do 7 Feb NY NIAGARA II Feb 23 Feb (p.m.) 21 days LP to NY
24 do 8 do B EURO PA 18 Feb 28 Feb (1345)
31 do 18 do NY CANADA 25 Feb 8 Mar

7 Feb 23 do B CAMBRIA 3 Mar 16 Mar
14 do 28 do i\Y AFR ICA 10 Mar 22 Mar
21 do 5 Mar n AME RICA 17 Mar 29 Mar (2230)
28 do 12 do NY ASIA 24 Mar 6 Apr 12d . llh rs. Sm.
6 Mar 18 do B NIAGA RA 31 Mar 13 Apr (0915)

13 do 25 do NY EUROPA 7 Apr 18 Ap r (2400)
20 do 31 do B CANADA 14 Apr 27 Apr
27 do 7 Apr NY AFRICA 21 Apr 2 May
3 Apr 16 do B AMERICA 28 Apr 9 May

10 do 21 do NY ASIA 5 May 15 May IOd. Ohrs. 45m.
17 do 29 do B NIAG ARA 12 May 24 May
24 do 6 May NY EUROPA 19 May 30 May (1500)

1 May 13 do B CANADA 26 May 6 Jun (a.m.)

8 do 20 do NY AFRICA 2 Jun 12 Jun (2200)
15 do 28 do B CAMBRIA 9 J un 20 Jun
22 do 2 Jun NY ASIA 16 Jun 27 J un
29 do 11 do B A~fER ICA 23 Jun 4 Jul
5 Jun 16 do NY EUROPA 30 Jun 10/1l Jul

12 Jun 25 Jun B NIA GARA 7 Jul 18 Jul
19 do 1 Jul NY AFRICA 14 Jul 25 Jul
26 do 7 do B CANADA 21 Jul 31 Jul
3 Jul 15 do NY ASIA 28 Jul 8 Aug

10 do 22 do B AMERICA 4 Aug 16 Aug
[7 do 29 do NY EUR OPA II Aug 22 Aug
24 do 5 Aug B NIAGARA 18 Aug 29 Aug.
31 do 12 do NY AFRICA 25 Aug 5 Sep (la te)

7 Aug 18 do B CANADA 1 Sep 11 Sep (p.m.)
14 do 25 do NY ASIA 8 Sep 20 Sep (a .rn.)
21 do 2 Sep B AMER ICA 15 Sep 26 Sep (0900)
28 do 10 do NY EU ROPA 22 Sep 4 Oct (1600)

4 Sep 15fl 6 do B NIAG ARA 29 Sep II Oct

II do 21 do NY AFRICA 6 Oct 17 Oct
18 do 29 do B CANADA 13 Oct 24 Oct (p.m .)
25 do 6 Oct NY ASIA 20 Oct 1 Nov
2 Oct 14 do B AMER ICA 27 Oct 7 Nov

9 do 21 do NY EUROPA 3 Nov 16 Nov delayed by fog off
Holyhea d

16 do 28 do B NIAGA RA 10 Nov 22 Nov
23 do 4 Nov NY AFRICA 17 Nov 29 Nov
30 do 12 do B CANADA 24 Nov 6 Dec

6 Nov 19 do NY ASIA I Dec 12 Dec
13 do 24 do B AMERICA 8 Dec 20 Dec
20 do 2 Dec NY EUROPA 15 Dec 26 Dec (p .m.)
27 do 12 do B NIAGARA 22 Dec 3 Jan

4 Dec 17 do NY AFRICA 29 Dec 9 Jan (p .rn.)

5. The NY mails had not arrived when CANADA sailed.
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1853

An.
Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed. Arr. Date LP Notes
11 De c 25 Dec B CANADA 5 Jan 16 Jan
18 do 5 Jan NY ASIA 12 Jan 26 Jan see Int rod uction
25 do 10111 do B AMERICA 19 Jan 30 J an

1 Jan 16 do NY ARABIA 26 Jan 6 Feb FI V; see note 6

8 do 22 do B E UROPA 2 Feb 13 Feb
15 do 30 do NY AFRICA 9 Feb 23 Feb
22 do 5 Feb B CANADA 16 Feb 28 Feb (0130)
29 do 13 do NY N IAGARA 23 Feb 8 Mar sailed from NY ld .

late-heavy sea on
the bar

5 Feb 18/19 do B AMERICA 2 Mar 14 Mar
12 do 23 do NY ARABIA 9 Ma r 21 Mar
19 do 5 Mar B CAMBRIA 16 Mar 29 Mar
26 do 13 do NY AFRICA 23 Mar 3 Apr

5 Mar 20 do B CANADA 30 Mar 10 Apr

12 do 25 do NY ASIA 6 Apr 17 Apr
19 do I Apr B NIAGARA 13 Apr 25 Apr
26 do 9 do NY EUROPA 20 Apr I May

2 Apr 15 do B AMERICA 27 Apr 9 May

9 do 20 do NY ARABIA 4 Ma y 14 May (1543) 9d . 22hrs. 26m.
16 do 29 do B CANADA 11 May 22 May
23 do 5 May NY ASIA 18 May 28 May
30 do 13 do B CAMBRIA 25 May 6.Iun

7 May 19 do NY AFRICA 1 Jun 12 Jun
14 do 26 do B EUROPA 8 Jun 18 Jun
21 do 31 do NY ARABIA 15 Jun 25 Jun 9d . 17hrs.
28 do 8 Jun B CANADA 22 Jun 3 Jul

4 Jun 16 do NY ASIA 29 Jun 10 Jul

11 Jun 23 Jun B NIAGARA 6 Jul 17 jot
18 do 30 do NY AFRICA 13 Jul 24 jut
25 do 7 Jul B AMERI CA 20 Jul 31 Jul
2 Jul 13 do NY ARABIA 27 Jul 6 Aug

9 do 21 do B EUROPA 3 Aug 14 Aug (1500)
16 do 28 do NY ASIA 10 Aug 21 Aug
23 do 5 Aug B NIAGARA 17 Aug 28 Aug
30 do 11 do NY AFRICA· 24 Aug 4 Sep
6 Aug 18 do B AMERICA 31 Aug II Sep (p.m .)

13 do 23 do NY ARABIA 7 Sep 17 Sep (p .m.)
20 do 31 do B EUROPA 14 Sep 25 Sep
27 do 8 Sep NY ASIA 21 Sep 2 Oct

3 Sep 15 do B NIAGARA 28 Sep 9 Oct

10 do 22 do NY AFRICA 5 Oct 15 Oct
17 do 1 Oct B AMERICA 12 Oct 22 Oct
24 do 6 do NY ARABIA 19 Oct 29 Oct

1 Oct 14 do B CANADA 26 Oct 6 Nov (1830)

8 do 19 do NY ASIA 2 Nov 13 Nov
15 do 29/9 do B NIAGARA 9 Nov 20 Nov
22 do 4 Nov NY AFRICA 16 Nov 28 Nov (0100)
29 do 11 do B AMERICA 23 Nov 5 Dec

5 Nov 17 do NY ARABIA 30 Nov II Dec

12 do 25/6 do B CANADA 7 Dec 20 Dec
19 do 6 Dec NY EUROPA 14 Dec 26 Dec
26 do 9 do B NIAGARA 21 Dec 3 Jan see note 7

3 Dec 15 do NY ASIA 28 Dec 8 Jan

6. ARABIA, on her maiden voyage from Liverpool, made an unscheduled ca 11 a t Halifax
for more coal on 13 January. She sailed for New York 14 January (0900).

7. HUMBOLDT (New York & Havre Steam Na viga tion Company) had foundered on
Scorers Rocks, 12 miles off Halifax, a few days befor e NIA GARA arrived there,ll days out
from Liverpool. She took most of HUMBOLDT'S passeng ers to Boston .
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1854

An.
Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed . Ar r . Date LP Notes
10 Dec 24 Dec B AMERICA 4 J an 16 J an
17 do 30 do NY AFR ICA II Jan 23 J an
24 do 5 J an B CANA DA 18 Jan 30 J an
31 do 16 do NY EURO PA 25 Jan 6 Feb (ear ly)

7 Jan 25 do B NIAGA RA I Feb 14 Feb (0130)
14 do 31 do NY ASIA 8 Feb 20 Feb (1400)
21 do 6 Feb B ARABIA 15 Feb 25 Feb . (p .m .)
28 do 14 do NY AFRICA 22 Feb 7 Mar see Introdu ction
31 (T u es) 16 do B AME RICA 22 Feb 7 Mar do

4 Feb 18 do B CANA DA I Ma r 12 Mar (1600)
II do 25 do NY EUROPA 8 Mar 21 Mar NY dep . de layed

Id . by fog
14 (T ues) 28 do B AN DES 15 Mar 29 Mar see In troduction
18 Feb 7 Mar B ALPS do
25 do 13 do NY ASIA 22 Mar 3 Apr (earl y) see not e 8

4 Mar 17 do R AR ABI A 29 Mar 10 Apr

II do 28 do ~y AFR ICA 5 Apr 18 Apr (0130)
18 do 31 do B CANA DA 12 Ap r 24 Apr
2.', do 8 Apr NY EUROPA 19 Ap r I May (0130)

I Apr 15 do n AMERICA 26 Apr 8 May

8 do 20 do NY ASIA 3 May 14 May
15 do 26 do B ARA BIA 10 May 20 May (1300)
22 do 5 May NY AFRICA 17 May 28 May (la te)
29 do 12 do B CANA DA 24 May 4 Jun

I) May 19 do NY EUROPA 31 May 12 Jun

13 do 25 do B AMERICA 7 J un 19 J un
20 do I Jun NY ASIA 14 J un 25 Jun
'2.7 do 8 do n NIAGA RA 21 Jun 2 jut

3 Jun 13 do NY ARA BIA 28 Jun 9 .luI

10 Jun 22 Jun B CANADA 5 Jul 16 jet
17 do 30 do NY EUROPA 12 Ju l 23 Jul
24 do 7 Jul B AMERICA 19 Jul I Aug

I Jul 12 do NY ASIA 26 Jul 6 Au g

8 do 20 do R NIAGARA 2 Au g 13 Au g
15 do 27 do NY AFRICA 9 Aug 20 Aug
22 do 2 Aug R CANA DA 16 Aug 27 Au g
29 do 8 do NY ARA BIA 23 Aug 2 Sep

5 Au g 18 do B AMER ICA 30 Aug II Sep

12 do 24 do NY ASIA 6 Sep 17 Sep
19 do I Sep B EUROPA 13 Sep 23 Sep
26 do 7 do NY AFRICA 20 Sep I Oct

2 Sep 14 do B NI AGARA 27 Sep 9 Oct

9 do 21 do NY ARABIA 4 Oct 14 Oct
16 do 30 do B AMERICA II Oct 23 Oct (a.m .)
23 do 6 Oct NY CANADA 18 Oct 31 Oct
30 do 13 do n EUROPA 25 Oct 5 Nov

7 Oct 20 do NY AFRICA I Nov II Nov (p .m.)
14 do 26 do B NIAGARA 8 Nov 19 No v
21 do 3 Nov NY ARA BIA 15 Nov 26 No v
28 do II do n AMERICA 22 Nov 4 Dec

4 Nov 16 do NY ASIA 29 Nov 10 Dec (p. m .)

8. ASIA. from Liverpool 25 February, ma de an uns chedu led ca ll at Halifax as th e British
Adm iralty had ordered her to ca ll th ere for th e delivery of despatches fo r the Briti sh Admiral
on the North Amer ican station . She arrived th ere , on 6 or 7 March , with passengers for Halifax
and Boston on ly. to reach Boston on the 10th and New York on th e 13th.
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1854 (cont.)

Arr.
S at. LP Date Port Packet Wed. Arr . Date LP Notes
11 do 25 do B CANADA 6 Dec 17 Dec (0730) see no te 9
18 do 29 do N Y AFRICA 13 Dec 24 Dec (1130)
25 do (no sailing) 20 Dec see Introd u ct ion
2 Dec (no sailing) 27 Dec do

3 January 185 5 to 30 January 1856-
fortnig htly from Boston via Halifax to Liverpool

1855
Arr.

Sat.LP Date Packet Wed. Ar r . Date LP Notes

9 Dec 25 Dec AMERICA 3 J an 17 Jan
23 d o 4 Jan ASIA 17 Jan 30 Ja n

6 Jan 19 do CAN ADA 31 Jan 12 Feb (2315)

20 do I Feb AF RICA 14 Feb 27 Feb
3 Fe b 15 do ASIA 28 Feb I I Mar

17 do 2 Mar CANADA 14 Mar 29 Ma r see Intro duction
3 Mar 16 do AF R ICA 28 Mar 7 Apr (2300)

17 do 31 do ASIA II Apr 22 Ap r
31 do 14 Apr AMER ICA 25 Apr 8 May (0600)

14 Ap r 26 Ap r AFRICA 9 Ma y 20 May (1015)
28 do 9 May ASIA 23 Ma y 2 Jun (la te)

12 May 25 do AMERICA 6 J un 17 Jun
26 do 7 J un AFRICA 20 J un I Jul (0200)

9 Jun 21 do ASIA 4 Jul 15 Jul (1000)
23 do 6 Jul AMER ICA 18 J u l 29 Jul (late)

7 J ul 19 do CANADA I Aug 12 Aug (a .m .)
21 do 2 Aug ASIA 15 Aug 25 Aug (0810)

4 Au g 17 do AM ERICA 29 Aug 9 Sep (0800)

18 do 30 do CANAD A 12 Sep 23 Sep (a .m .)
I Sep 12 Sep AF RICA 26 Sep 6 Oc t (1700)

15 do 28 do AMER ICA 10 Oct 22 Oct (a .m .)
29 do II Oc t CANADA 24 Oct 4 Nov (0900)

13 Oct 25 do AFR ICA 7 Nov 18 Nov (1000)
27 do 8 Nov ASIA 21 Nov 2 Dec (1930)

10 Nov 24 do CANADA 5 Dec 16 Dec (p .m .)
24 do 6 Dec AMER ICA 19 Dec 31 Dec

9. CA NADA . 13 da ys out from LP. was in collision with the stea mer OCEAN. off Boston .
Her mails were tak en off by the steamer NEPTU NE. and reached Boston about midnight
24 November.
ALAN T. ATKINS
P.O. BOX B MILFORD, OHIO 451 50 Phone: 513/831 .6781

ASDA . APS. uspes . SPA · wes . eSA . usee · APe · - OLDu.S. COVERS-

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.
WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

MAY WE SEND YOU SOME CLASSICS?

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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1856
An .

Sat. LP Date P or t Packet Wed. Arr . Date LP Notes

8 Dec 19 do ASIA 2 Jan 14 Jan (1100)
22 do 10 J an CANADA 16 Jan 27 Jan

5 Jan 18 do AME R ICA 30 J an I I Feb

6 February 1856 to 2 November 1859-from Boston via Halifax to Liverpool
- fro m New York direct to Liverpool

1856

9 Jan 23 Jan NY AFRICA 6 Feb 18 Feb
(W ed)

13 Feb19 do 2 Feb B ARABIA 24 Feb
26 do 9 do NY PERSIA 20 Feb 2 Mar F/V

2 Feb 19 do B CANADA 27 Fcb 10 Mar

9 do 24 do ~y ASIA 5 Mar 18 Mar
16 do I Mar B AMER ICA 12 Mar 27 Mar (a.m .)
23 do 8 do NY At-RICA 19 Mar 31 Mar

I Mar 13 do B ARA BIA 26 Mar 6/7 Ap r

8 do 20 do NY PERSIA 2 Ap r 12 Apr 9d . 12h rs. 7m.-
a record

15 do 30 do B CANA DA 9 Apr 20 Apr
22 do 4 Apr NY ASIA 16 Apr 28 Ap r
29 do 16 do B CAMBR IA 23 Apr 7 Ma y L/ V
5 Ap r 19 do NY AFRICA 30 Ap r 12 May

12 do 24 do B AR ABIA 7 Ma y 18 May
19 do 29 do NY PERSI A 14 Ma y 24 May 9d . 8h rs. 4Om.-

a record
26 do 9 May B AMERI CA 21 Ma y I J u n (p .m. )

3 May 16 do NY ASIA 28 Ma y 9 J u n

10 do 22 do B CANADA 4 J un J.~ J un
17 do 28 do NY AFR ICA I I Jun 23 Ju n
24 do 6 Jun B NIAGAR A 18 Jun 29 J u n
31 do 13 do NY AR ABIA 25 Jun 6 J u l

7 Jun 19 Jun B Al\fE RICA 2 J ul 13 Jul
14 do 27 do NY ASIA 9 JUI 21 Jul (a .m .)
21 do 3 J u l B CANADA 16 Jul 26 J u l
28 do II do NY AFRICA 23 Jul 3 Aug

5 J u l 17 do B NIAGARA 30 Jul II Aug

12 do 23 do NY PERSIA 6 Aug 15 Aug 9d . 5hrs. Om.-
a record

19 do 30 do B ARA BIA 13 Aug 25 Aug
26 do 7 Au g ~y ASIA 20 Au g 31 Aug

2 Aug 13 do B CANADA 27 Aug 7 Sep

9 do 20 do NY AFRICA 3 Sep 14 Sep
16 do 26/27 B NIAGARA 10 Sep 21 Scp
23 do 3 Sep NY PERSIA 17 Sep 27 Scp
30 do I4 do B CAMBRIA 20 (Sa t) 2 Oct "e xtra" inward

bound
4 Sep 14 do B ARA BIA 24 Scp 4 Oct (p .m.) "extra " outward
(T h urs) hound

6 Sep 18 do NY ASIA I Oct 13 Oct
13 do 26 do B CANADA 8 Oct 18 Oct (p .m .)
20 do 3 Oct NY AFRICA 15 Oct 27 Oct
27 do 10 do B NIAGAR A 22 Oct 2 Nov
4 Oct 14 do NY PERSIA 29 Oct 7 No v

II do 24 do B ARABIA 5 Nov 16 Nov
18 do 31 do NY ASIA 12 Nov 24 Nov
25 do 7 Nov B CANADA 19 Nov I Dec
I Nov 13 do NY EUROPA 26 Nov 8 Dec Her first voyage

since 25 October
1854
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185 6 (cont.)

An.
Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed. Arr. Date LP Notes

8 do 21 do 13 NIAGA RA 3 Dec 15 Dec (0300)
15 do 25 do NY PER SIA 10 Dec 20 Dec
22 do 5 Dec B ARABIA 17 Dec 28 Dec
29 do II do :-':Y AF RICA 24 Dec 4 J an
6 Dec AMERICA see Int rodu ction

12 do 25 d o B CANADA 31 Dec 13 Jan do
(Fri)

1857

13 Dec 27 Dec NY EU ROPA 7 Jan 18 Jan (0100)
20 do 2 J an 13 NIA GARA 14 Jan 26 J an
27 do 12 do 01Y ASIA 21 Jan 2 Feb
3 J an 21 do II A ME R ICA 28 Ja n II Feb dep . from B

d elayed I day by
ice

10 do 24 do NY PERSIA 4 Feb 14 Feb
17 do 30 do 13 ARA BIA II Feb 21 Feb
24 do 6 Feb 01Y AF RICA 18 Feb 2 Mar
31 do 15 do 13 EU RO PA 25 Feb 8 Mar

7 Feb 22 do NY ASIA 4 Mar 16 Mar
14 do 2 Mar 13 N IAGA RA II Mar 23 Mar
21 do 6 do NY PERSIA 18 Mar 29 Mar mails land ed

28 March
28 do 14 do 13 A ME RICA 25 Mar 6 Ap r

7 Mar 24 d o NY AF RIC A I Apr 12 Apr
14 do 29 do B EU RO PA 8 Apr 20 Apr
21 do 4 Ap r 01Y ASIA 15 Apr 28 Apr
28 do 11 do 13 NIAGA RA 22 Apr 4 May

4 Apr 16 do NY A RA BIA 29 Apr 10 May

II do 25 do 13 AMERICA 6 May 17 May
18 do I Ma y NY AFRICA 13 May 24 May
25 do 7 do 13 EU ROPA 20 May 31 May

2 Ma y 15 do :-.:y ASIA 27 May 8 Jun

9 do 20 do 13 NIAGA RA 3 Jun 14 j un
16 do 28 do NY ARA BIA 10 lun 21 lun
23 do 3 jun B AM ERICA 17 jun 28 j un
30 do 11 do NY CANADA 24 jun 7 Jul (a .m.)

6 lun 17 lun 13 EUROPA 1 luI II jut
13 do 23 do NY PERSIA 8 Jul 17 Ju l (1620) 9d . Ihr. 15m.-

record
20 do I lu i 13 NIAGA RA 15 jot 26 Jul
27 do 7 do NY A RA BIA 22 l uI 2 Aug

4 luI 17 d o B AM ERI CA 29 luI 10 Aug

11 do 24 do NY ASIA 5 Aug 16 Au g
18 do 31 do 13 EUROPA 12 Aug 2:1 Au g
25 do 5 Au g NY PERSIA 19 Au g 29 Aug

1 Aug 13 do II CANADA 26 Au g 5 Sep

8 do 19 do NY A RA BIA 2 Sep 13 Sep
15 do 27 do 13 Al\IERICA 9 Sep 20 Sep
22 do 3 Sep NY ASIA 16 Sep 27 Sep
29 do 10 do B EU RO PA 23 Sep 3 Oct

5 Sep 15 do NY PERSIA 30 Sep 10 Oct

12 do 25 do n CANADA 7 Oct 18 Oct
19 do 2 Oc t NY AR ABIA 14 Oct 25 Oct
26 do 8 do B NIAGARA 21 Oct I Nov
3 Oct 17 do NY ASIA 28 Oct 9 Nov

10 do 22 do B EUROPA 4 Nov 16 Nov
17 do 28 do NY P ERSIA I I Nov 21 Nov
24 do 5 Nov B CA ADA 18 Nov 29 Nov
31 do 13 do NY AR ABI A 25 Nov 6 Dec
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1857 (cont.)

An.
Sat. LP Date Port Packet Wed. An. Date LP Notes

7 Nov 19 do B NIAGA RA 2 Dec 14 Dec
14 do 26 do NY AFRICA 9 Dec 20 Dec
21 do 3 Dec B AME RICA 16 Dec 28 Dec
28 do 14 do NY EU ROPA 23 Dec 4 J an (1858)
5 Dec 19 do n CANA DA 30 Dec II Jan

1858

12 Dec 25 Dec NY PER SIA 6 Jan 16 Jan
19 do 3 Jan B NIAGARA 13 Jan 25 J an
26 do 10 do NY AFR ICA 20 J an 30 Jan (2400)

2 Jan 18 do B AMER ICA 27 J an 9 Feb

9 do 24 do NY EUROPA 3 Feb 15 Feb
16 do 29 do B CANA DA 10 Feb 22 Feb (a.m .) see note 10
23 do 7 Feb NY ARABIA 17 Feb I Mar
30 do 15/ 16 do B NIAGA RA 24 Feb 9 Mar

6 Feb 21 do NY AFRICA 3 Mar 14 Mar
13 do I Mar n A~fERICA 10 Ma r 22 Mar (p .m .)
20 do 6 do NY EUROPA 17 Mar 29 Mar
27 do 12 do B CANADA 24 Mar 4 Ap r

6 Mar 20 do NY ARABI A 31 Mar II Apr

13 do 28 do B NIAGARA 7 Ap r 19 Ap r
20 do 31 do NY PERSIA 14 Apr 24 Ap r (a.m .)
27 do II Apr B AMER ICA 21 Ap r 4 May
3 Apr 16 do NY AF RICA 28 Ap r 10 May (a.m .)

10 do 25 do B CANADA 5 Ma y 17 May (a.rn .)
17 do 29 do NY ARABIA 12 May 23 May
24 do 6 May n EURO PA 19 May 30 May

I May II do NY PERSIA 26 May 6 Jun

8 do 21 do B NIAGA RA 2 Jun 13 Jun
15 do 27 do NY AF RICA 9 Jun 20 Jun
22 do 3 Jun B AMERICA 16 Jun 27 Jun
29 do 10 do NY ASIA 23 Jun 4 Jul

5 Jun 16 do B EU ROPA 30 Jun 10 Jul

12 Jun 22 Jun NY PERSIA 7 Jul 17 Ju l
19 do 30 do B ARABIA 14 Jul 24 Jul
26 do 8 Jul NY AFRICA 21 Jul 2 Aug
3 Jul 18 do B CANADA 28 Jul 7 Aug see note II

10 do 23 do NY AMERICA 4 Aug 16 Aug
17 do 28 do B EUROPA II Au g see Introduction
24 do 3 Aug NY PER SIA 18 Aug 28 Aug do
31 do 13 do B NIAGA RA 25 Aug 4 Sep

7 Aug 20 do NY ARA BIA I Sep II Sep see Introduction
14 do 26 do n CANA DA 8 Sep 18 Sep
21 do 2 Sep NY AFRI CA 15 Sep 26 Sep
28 do 9 do B ASIA 22 Sep 2 Oct

4 Sep 16 do NY PERSIA 29 Sep 10 Oct

II do 24 do B NIAGARA 6 Oct 17 Oct
18 do 29 do NY ARA BIA 13 Oct 25 Oct
25 do 8 Oct n CANA DA 20 Oct 31 Oct
2 Oct 14 do NY AFR ICA 27 Oct 7 Nov

9 do 21 do B EUROPA 3 Nov 18 Nov call ed at Qt 16 Nov
for m ore coal

16 do 26 do NY PER SIA 10 Nov 21 Nov
23 do 5 Nov B AME RICA 17 Nov 29 Nov
30 do II do NY ASIA 24 Nov Ii Dec

10. CANA DA called at Cork on 17 Janu ary and took in th e mails a nd 66 passenger s fro m
th e d isabled AR IEL (Vanderbilt Eu ro pean Line).

II. O n her westward trip, CANA DA was detaine d for 55 ho urs off Hali fax by fog.
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1858 (ca nt. )

Arr .
Sat. LP Date P or t P a ck e t Wed . An. Dat e LP Notes
6 Nov 19 do B CANADA 1 Dec 13 Dec

13 do 26 do NY AFRI CA 8 Dec 19 Dec. (a. m.)
20 do 1 Dec B E UROPA 15 Dec 25 Dec
27 do 12 do :\Y PERSIA 22 Dec I J an

4 Dec 18 do B ARABIA 29 Dec 9 J an

1859

II Dec 27 Dec NY ASIA 5 Jan 16 J an
18 do 4 J an B AMERICA 12 Jan 24 Jan
25 do 9 do NY AFRICA 19 J an ., Feb

I Jan 15 do B N IAGA RA 26 Jan 7 Feb

8 do 22 do :\,Y EUROPA 2 Feb 15 Feb
15 do 30 do B A RA BIA 9 Feb 20 Fch
22 do 7 Feb N Y ASIA 16 Fcb 27 Fcb
29 do 16 do B AME RICA 23 Jo'eb 8 :\Iar

5 Feb 22 do NY AF RICA 2 Mar 14 Mar
12 do 26 do B CANA DA 9 Mar 21 Ma r
19 do 7 Mar NY EU RO PA 16 Mar 29 Mar
26 do 11 do B ARA BIA 23 Mar 3 Apr (2100)

5 Ma r 19 do NY ASIA 30 Mar 10 Apr

12 do 29 do B N IAGARA 6 Apr IH Apr
19 do 30 do NY PER SIA 13 Ap r 25 Apr
26 do 10 Apr B CANADA 20 Ap r 2 :\[ay

2 Ap r 18 do NY EU ROPA 27 Apr 9 May

9 do 22 do B ARA BIA 4 May 14 May
16 do 28 do :\,Y AFRI CA I I May 2,1 ;\[ay
23 do 6 ]\[a y B ;\,I AGARA 18 May 30 May
30 do II do NY PERSIA 25 ;\[ay 4 J un

7 Ma y 20 do B CANADA I J un II .Iu n
14 do 27 do NY ASIA 8 J un 19 J u n
21 do 3 .1 u n B AMER ICA 15 Jun 26 J u n
28 do 9 do NY AFR ICA 22 J un 4 Jul
4 J un 15 do B EURO PA 29 Jun 9 Jul

I I Ju n 21 Ju n NY PER SIA 6 Jul 16 Jul see note 12
18 do 30 do II A RA BIA 13 Jul 23 .lu I
25 cia 7 Jul NY ASIA 20 JUI 31 JUI

2 jut 14 do B CANADA 27 Jul 6 Aug

9 do 21 do N Y AF R ICA 3 Au g 13 Aug
16 do 28 do B EU R OPA \0 Aug 20 Aug
23 do 3 Aug ;\,Y PERSIA 17 Aug '27 Aug
30 do 11 do B ARA RIA 24 Aug 11 Sep

6 Aug 18 do NY ASIA 31 Aug II Sep

13 do 26 do B A ME R ICA 7 Sep 18 Sep
20 do 1 Sep ;\,Y AF R ICA 14 Sep 2.~ Sep
27 do 9 do B EU RO PA 21 Sep 3 Oct

3 Sep 19 d o :\,Y PERSIA 28 Sep 8 Oct

10 do 22 do B ARA RIA 5 Oct 15 Oct
17 do 29 do :\,Y ASIA 12 Oct 24 Oct
24 do 8 Oc t R CANADA 19 Oct 31 Oc t

I Oc t 14 do NY AF R ICA 26 Oct 6 Nov

8 do 20 do R EU RO PA 2 Nov 13 Nov

12. The first occasion on which th e British ma ils were sorted and pre pared for de livery
on board .
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9 November to 28 December 1859-from Boston via Halifax & Queenstown to Liverpool
-from New York via Queenstown to Liverpool

1859
Arr.

Sat. LP Date Port Pack et Wed. Port & Arr. Date Not es
15 Oct 25 Oct NY PERSIA 9 Nov QT 18 Nov see no te 13
22 do 5 Nov n AMER ICA 16 Nov LP 28 Nov see note 14
29 do 13 do 1 Y ASIA 23 Nov LP 4 Dec
5 Nov 21 do n CANADA 30 Nov QT 12 Dec see note 15

12 do 25 do NY AFRICA 7 Dec QT 17 Dec
19 do 1 Dec n EUROPA 14 Dec QT 25 Dec
26 do 8 do NY PERSIA 21 Dec LP 31 Dec

3 Dec 18 do -n AMER ICA 28 Dec QT 10 Jan

13. T he first eastbound sched u led call at Que enstown.
14. The captain had ord ers to call "off Qu eenstown " bu t he sa id he would not unless

th ey sent off a boat (which th ey didn 't) .
15. T he first westboun d call at Qu eenstown I have noted is th at by CANADA on 7 No 

vembe r (from Liverp ool on th e 5th) .
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(Con tinued from page 147)

Ther e are, ho wever , a few nega tive factors whi ch must be mentioned.
Many ty pographical errors and misp rint s mar the text. The book is composed
by typ ewriter in 8W' x 11" forma t, making the volumes bulk y, while the same
ness of type fac e and size does not distingui sh between the main text and sec
ondary mat eri al. D etailed info rmation on Indi ana post offices and postmasters
for th e years 1800-1890 (1890-1970 supplied on micro fiche ) is given at the end
of volume II, in typ ewriter form at, bu t reduced about one half. Appea ra nce and
utility would ha ve been improved, in my opinion, by similar treatment for sta
tistical tables, exhaustive information on routes, post offic e lists , cover lists , In
diana regiments, and such peripheral dat a. Th ere is a detailed table of contents ,
but no index to give read y accessib ility to the mass of information. These minor
flaws sho uld not detract significantly from this ambitious ac hievement-well
worthy of th e recognition accorded it.

Susan M. McDonald
Rev iew: New Jersey Postal History. By John L. Kay and Ch ester M. Smith, Jr.
Published 1977 by Qu arterman Pu blications, Inc. xi + H19 pages. $20.00 from
publisher , 5 South Union St. , Lawrence, Mass, 01843.

This is a companion volume to the work on Penn sylvania post offic es pub
lished last year and follows a similar format. Th e main listin g presents all New
Jersey post offices fro m 1776 to 1976 by cou nt ies with details of estah lishme nt,
discontinuan ce (where applicable), first postm aster, and bri ef notes. Sepa rate
alphabe tical lists of fir st postm asters and all post offices , referenced to the main
listing, complete th e text. Th e lengthy introduction thoroughl y explains listing
methods and includes tables enumerating post offices by year, det ailing 18th
century offices an d outli ning county form ation. There is an extensive b ibli 
ography. The b ook contains much valuabl e informa tion for the New Jersey
specialist.

Susan M. McDonald
Review: The Overlan d Mail. By LeRoy R. Hafen. Reprinted 1977 by Qu arter
man Publications, Inc., with a new pr eface by the au thor. 361 pages; illustrated .
$25.00 from publisher, 5 South Union St., Lawrenc e, Mass, 01843.

First published in 1926 as a doctoral dissertation, The O verland Mail re
counts events in th e development of overland mail service from the gold rush
era to th e completion of the transcont inen tal ra ilroad. The detailed narrative is
interestingly presented. The book provides valua ble background for th e collector
of U.S. postal h istory-in particular , of the West- and is espe cially useful in
conjunction with more philatelically oriented books, such as Th e Pony Express
by Boggs and Na tha n. Recommended for those interested in learning about the
political , financial, and logistic al considerati ons behind the cho ices of routes for
the overl and mail.

Susan M. McDonald
AL ZIMMERMAN

WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

For My Oetrlqht Purchase, Consignme nt, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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The History of the United States

Post Office to the Year 1829
Wesley Everett Rich

Origin ally pub lished under the auspices of Harvard Unive rsity's economics de
partme nt as part of the Harvard Economics Studies series in 19 24, Wesley Everett
Rich's The History of the United States Post Offi ce to the Year 1829, wr itten in partial
ful f illment of his Ph.D. requ ire ments, is a valuab le reference wo rk o n Ame rican
posta I history.

The book describes pos tal se rvice to an d fro m the co lonies, the colonial post
under Neale's patent, the co lonial post as a bra nch of the British Pos t Off ice , a nd
the developme nt of the American Post Office as "a soci al fo rce of great magn itude."
There are also appendices contain ing biographica l notes o n the Postmaste rs General,
a bib liog rap hy, and tab les on the g rowth of the Post Office Dep artment and its e x
pend itures and rece ipts .

Although w itho ut illustration, this carefully researched, 20 0-page, hardcover
Qua rter man reprint is hig hly informative and g ive s an inte re sting account of the
g row th and deve lopment of the Post Office of the United States, and of the nat ion
as a w ho le .

$20.00
QUARTERMAN PUBLICATIONS, INC.

5 South Union Street
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843
Ifyou want to sell
top quality material like this
at top prices call
(415) 781-5127

AUCTIONS
SEPT 8, 9 &10

OCT 20, 21 &22
Cata log 3 wee ks before sale s.

BY MAIL : Send nam e, add ress and $1. U.S. # 47, mint, P. F. cartit. Sold
tor $2200 in April 1977 sale .

~HARD wOLFFERS, INC.
-------Stampsand Stamp Auctions~

127Kearny St.,San Francisco, CA 94108
# 532
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FRANK GODDEN ALBUMS
F.G. DE LUXE- g e n u ine Morocco le at he r in d a rk shade s of red, b lue o r gre e n .
Binder is gold-too led a nd padd ed w ith soft-lined dust-proof sl ipca se . Sixty pa g es
g ilt-edged with ro u nded corne rs. The F.G. POPULAR half bou nd in d a rk green
le at her w ith f if ty pages and sli pcase . A lso the eco no m ical F.G . WARWICK in dark
b lue and ma roon- fi ft y p ages w ith sli pcase .

ALBUM PAGES AVAILABLE SEPARATELY

For illustrate d b rochu re and price s contact :

PHILIP T. WALL
536 WOODVALE DRIVE GREENSBORO, N.C. 27410
WORLDWIDE POSTAL HISTORY AUCTIONS
We need better U.S. cov e rs for outr igh t purchases or consignment to
our auction . Sales held several t ime a yea r.

Free Catalog ues to all USPCS me mbers upon request

~tamp5 Wnltmiteb, 3lnc.
P.O. Box 1994 904-734-8152

ASDA, APS, SPA, USPCS

Deland, Fl 32720
WANTED TO BUY
19TH Century m int and used,

fancy cancels, proofs, multiples,

plate numbers, covers, revenues,

officials, and Confederate . Will

travel to view large collections.

Member: ASDA, USPCS, APS.

TEL: (214) 234·5095

Robert E. Pratt
Citizens Bank Center

Suite 104

Richardson, Texas 75080
208
Paying over Scott Catalog

for U.S. Singles

OG, V.F. and better

Dial 800/225·6276 toll free

"The
Collectors'
Auctioneer"

SIMMY'S
148 State St.

Boston, Mass. 02109
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BONUS REPRINT
AN AMERICAN ENTERPRISE
WILLIAM H. RIDEING

(Reprinted from Harper's ,I,l ngnzine for August, 1875, Vol. 5 1, pp . 314-26.)
(Conti nued fr om Chr on icle 94: 140)

A mere summary of the adventures of the overland mail-coaches would
more th an fill the whole space allotted to this ar ticle. Vi e have before us, for
instance, a curious pamphlet sett ing forth th e claims of Benjamin Holladay
of the United States government for loss suffe red throu gh the raids of Indians
during the time he was employed as a transcontinental mail carrier. It contains
fifty-nine large pages of terse affidavi ts, each descr ibing an encounter with
the savages, and the best we can do, by the way of illustra tion, is to briefly
quote from three of them. In the first the affiant is Richard Murray, a driver
in the Territory of Utah:

Affiant sta tes th at he was pa ssin g fro m Spli t Rock Sta tio n west to T h ree
Crossings of Sweet Water with th e United States ma ils on th e said 17th day
of April. A.D. 1862, in company with eig ht o th er men, a ll of the m ail par ty;
tha t t hey were attacked by a band of Ind ians nu mbering thirty or m ore,
who commenced a furious fire upon them wit h rifles and bo ws and arrows;
th at resistance was made by said mail party for hours, wh en the Ind ian s
retreat ed . Affiant fur ther states that six men out of the nin e who com posed
said party were wounded , o ne with a rr ows a nd five with gullS.

The second affiant from whom we shall quote is Le mue l Flowers, a district
agent :

Affiant says th a t on th e 17th of th e sam e month [April , 1862] th e Indians
attacked a party of n ine men runnin g two coaches, and commenced a furious
fire upon the m, wou nd ing six men , incl uding this affiant, whose bod y was
pen etra ted by two ri fle-ba lls; th a t after a resistance of four hou rs th e Indians
captured nine head of mules, n ine sets of ha rn ess, an d partiall y destroyed two
coaches.

The third affiant, who has the worst tale to tell, is George H. Carlyle:
On th e 9t h of August, 1864, 1 left Alkal i Station for Fort Kearn ey. On

reaching Cottonwood Springs 1 learned by tel egraph that the Indians had
attacked a train of eleven wagons at Plum Creek , kill ed eleven men , cap tu red
one wom an , an d ru n off wit h the stock. Upon heari ng thi s I sta rt ed down th e
road , and when a few hundred yards off Gill man 's Stat ion I saw the bodies
of three men lyin g on th e grou nd , fea rfully mut ilat ed and Iu ll of a rrows.
At Plum Cre ek I saw th e bodies of th e eleve n othe r m en wh om the Indians had
mu rd ered , and I help ed to bu ry th em. I a lso saw th e fragments of the wagons
still bu rn ing, and the dead bod y of another man, who was killed by th e
Indians at Smi th's Ranch , and th e ruins of the ranch , which had been bu rned.

Th e language of the affida vits is not dr amat ic, an d the reader must use
his imagination a littl e in order to realize the sufferings and heroism of those
who trav eled across the plains twelve years ago.

Wh en the line via the Isthmus of Panama was started, the express matter
was forwarded by through messengers from ew York to San Francisco.
The route was from the metropolis to Aspinw all, thence up the Chagres
River , and by portage to the Pacific. Immense wealth was intrusted to
th e messengers, among whom there were many picturesque characters
picturesque both in person and mann ers. Th ey usually wor e loose blue shirts,
trows ers tuck ed into capacious boots, slouch hats, and numerous weapons
of defens e. Th ey gua rded their treasure with the utmost vigilance, and we
believe never lost a single ounce of the tons of golddust which were at one
time intrusted to them.

In 1852 another use was found for the express in the transfer of the
baggage of travelers from the railroads and steamboats to their residences.
Warren Studley started the system in New York, with an office in Man
hattan Alley. It ab ated the hackney-coach nuisance, and also proved to be
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very successful from a pecuniary point of view. Similar expresses were
soon afterward established in all other large cities , and Studley's was absorbed
b y Mr. Dodd, who has made it one of the famous inst itutions of New York.
Hiram Studley, a brother of Warren , was the first man to car ry a passenger
across th e cit y in a transfer coach- anoth er improvement an d extension of
th e e;x-press system-and for several days he was in dan ger of assassination
by the irate "cabbies," who foresaw the injury it would do their business.

- --_._ - -

JOItM DUTTElLrl 1.LD.

7..'t l 'RE8 S .MF.K8E.XGICU, V IA .STUlIUR OF PAN "UA...

We ha ve now onl y to glance at the pr esent "ca rpet-bag" of the Adams
and Ameri can Express companies. A credible author ity informs us that it is
an ordinary occurrence for the Adams Express Company to carry merchandise
and "valuables" worth tw en ty millio n dollars in a single day. The United
States Treasury intrusts to it the carriage of all bank-notes and specie ; and
with th e American it tr ansacts a greater exchange and banking business by
the transfer of money than all the pri vate bank ers put together. The
dividends paid on the capital stock are eno rmous, and have made millionaires
out of men who started with the express in the capacity of offic e boys and
messenger s. Scarcely fortv years ago John Hoey was engaged by Alvin Adams
as a small boy in gen eral, and his duties consisted of running errands, pasting
labels on merchandise, and so forth. The same hoy is now one of th e wealthy
men of th e metropolis , and un til recentl y was an active supe rintendent of
the concern. W e might mention at least fifty similar instances. NIl'. Adams
remains at th e head of the Boston office, giving the service his constant
attention, assisted by his sons Waldo and Edwin .

The two great companies employ nearly eight thousand men, one
thou sand five hundred horses, twelve hundred wagons, and three thousand
iron safes. They travel over a hundred thous and miles daily, or over thirty
two million miles yearly ! Scarcely a railway train runs on any road that has
not a special car att ache d devoted to the business of the express, and no
inhabited part of th e country has heen left unpenetrat ed. Wherever there
is a station and a few doz en people, there is also an express office which is
in communication wi th a thousand oth ers spread th rou ghout th e Union. The
system exte nds as far nor th as Oregon, as far west as Ca liforn ia , as far south
as Texas, and as far east as Canada. It is the most important agent of com-
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munication between the producer and the consumer , and th ey could no more
disp ense with it than with the Post-office or the banks.

In all our streets, on all our wharves, the strong and handsome wagons
of our expres s companies, drawn by powerful horses, are seen loaded high with
merchandise on every working day. In ord er to und erstand the extent to
which th ey are patronized , we have only to look at the large cards exhibited
out side the warehouse doors, bearing on them the names of the different
expresses-the United States, Nati onal, American, or Adams. Each wagon
has a district which it perambulates three times a day for the purpose of
collecting goods to be forwarded, and the card indic ates which express is
wanted. Th e bulkiest and the most delicate articles, jewelry and watches,
mowing machines and steam-plows, are alike intrusted to th e same vehicle
and pass through the same careful hands. The extreme care bestowed upon
all things is one of the chief reasons why the express is so popul ar. Some
times there is occasion for fault-finding, to be sure , but considering the
immense qu antity of merchandise transported , it is surprising how little is
damaged in transit. An accident which occurred to a valuable article in
charge of an expressman is said to have given rise to one of our most
classical expressions. A bonnet was forwarded from one of our city milliners
to a lady in the country, and when the box was delivered , it was evident that
some one had been attempting to walk through it. Th e expressman stammered
an apology as he presented it to the lady. "Oh yes, I understand," the fair
dame exclaimed; " you've put your foot into it, and that's what's the matterl"

The C. O. D. system of the express is one of the greatest conveniences ever
conferred on the mercantile community, but it has been largely used by
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swindlers, who have found in it a ready means of alluri ng the foolish. The
imitation-greenback-sawd ust rascals have caught not a few verdant country
men by the pr etense of honesty in dealing which the C. O. D . plan affords.

One of the most stirr ing occasions in the routine of express duties is th e
sale by auction of the "old hoss," or unclaimed freight which accumulates
from time to time. Wh en every possible method to find the owners has been
tried and has failed , an auctioneer is calied in and the articles are sold to
defray expenses. No package is allowed to be opened or examined until it
has been purchased, and a spirit of speculation is thu s excited in those who
assemble. Small carefully sealed packages br ing the highest prices, on the
supposition that they may contain jewelry. An avaricious old customer once
paid ten dollars for a neat littl e brown paper parcel sealed with evident
care at both ends. It contained a hundred or more "rejected add resses" from
a swain to "the fair sun of all her sex." Another similar parcel was knocked
down to a bidder for eight dollars, and was foun d to contain a set of false
teeth . Patent medicines, whiskey (a still more patent medicine ), toys, old
clothes , surgical instrum ents, disinfect ants, preserved animals, old magazines,
false hair, and many stranger th ings are usually found among the "old
hoss" packages . It may be assumed that most of them are of small value ,
as we have said , inasmuch as either the sender or the consignee of valuables
would take care to hav e a thorough search made for any valuable property.
YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT HERE
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ESTED SPECIALlST~ ,IN THE CLASSICS. TO
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ORGANIZATION

HARMERS EXPAND.
London 1918

New York 1940

Sydney 1948

and now

• • • •

SAN FRANCISCO 1977

The H.R. Harmer Organization is pleased to announce that in early
September a West Coast office wil l be opened as:

HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.
It will be under the control of Christopher Harmer (3rd generation)
as Executive Vice President, assisted by David Graham, formerly of
Harmers' Sydney (New South Wales) Office. The firm will follow in
the tradition of the Harmer Organization as philatelic auctioneers.

* * * * *

- AND CHANGE THEIR NAMES!
As of September the H.R. Harmer Houses are changing their names
to help clarify and simplify with which House you are conducting
business.

HARMERS OF NEW YORK INC.
6 West 48th Street

New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460

HARMERS OF BOND STREET
41 New Bond Street

London W. 1, ENGLAND
01·629·0218

HARMERS OF SYDNEY PTY. LTD.
187 MacQuarie Street

Sydney 2000, N.S.W., AUSTRALIA
011-61·2 221 2916

HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.
49 Geary Street, Suite 217

San Francisco, California 94102
(415) 391·8244
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