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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

Again Announces

ANOTHER RECORD YEAR

over $7,500,000 in 1977

The Highest Amount Ever Sold By

Any Auction Firm In This Country.

(AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.)

120 EAST 56th STREET

NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. 10022

ESTABLISHED 47

YEARS



Robson Lowe Auctions
With regular auctions held in the world's pr incipal philatelic centres, fine

~aterial for the special ist is constantly on offer.

Forthcoming Sales in December include

BOURNEMOUTH-includes whol e world and on e country collections,

extensive Great Britain; Europe is well represented <Italy is outstanding);
covers and literature.

LONDON

6 SCANDINAVIA including the H.V. Farmer Norwegian posthorns.

7 INDIA including the 1854 lithographs and the James A. Spence specialised
studies with essays, proofs and reconstructed sheets .

* * * * *

Subscription rate cards for all our auctions gladly se nt on request.

If your interests are limited to not more than three countries our BUSY

BUYERS' SERVICE would keep you up to date and Mrs. ~Iadys Belton at 39 ,'
Poole Hills, Bournesmouth BH2 5PX , England, would be happy to send
you details .

Specialised and general collections, rarities, stocks and accumulations, postal
history, locals and revenue stamps will always find the right market in one
of our regular auctions in BASLE, BERMUDA, BOURNEMOUTH, GENEVA, .
LONDON or MELBOURNE.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31

ROBSON LOWE LYD.

Telex: 915 410

The

ENGLANDLONDON, SWl Y 5JZ,

Cables: "Stamps London SW1"

50 PALL MALL,
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Selected 'Bank Note Covers
# 139-to Bremen , Germany, VF+ ,copy, Tied and Hinged to Ex. Fine Cover

(no back fla p) to show grill e , Pmk "London, Ohio," via U.K., N.Y.
transit c.d .s, and arr. bkst. _. .._. .. .. ._.... ._.__.._... Cat '$300+ , NET $250

# 139 (off-center) & # 150 (Superb)-to Barbadoes, W. Indies (printed Ad-
dress), Just Tied , Rare combination and use (# 139 hinge d to cover
to show g rille), N.Y. c.d .s. _.. .. .. __Cat $312, NET $225

# 14 1- to France, Superb S.E. copy , Tied by " New Orleans" Pmk, Clear N.Y.
and British transit c.d .s., Intricate Oval Sender's Handst amp dated
Apr il 24, 1871 in blue, Bea utiful and Striking .. ..Cat $400, NET $285

# 150 Pro (F-VF) & # 153 (off-center)- to India ; Tied by unusual "Boston
Paid", Lon don " 1-1-1872" tran sit Pmk, "Sea Post Office" bkst.,
from Bisse ll corres ., Very Scarce .. .... .. __.. __ NET $500

# 15 1 Pr.-to Argentine Rep., S.A., Fine Cent. , not Tied, Pmk " Duxbury,
Mass.," Red "NY-8" transit c.d .s., ms "Per Steimer via Rio Janiero,"
signed Ashbrook. __.. .. .... .. .. .. Cat $250, NET $250

# 150 & # 151- to Callao , Peru, F-VF Copies (# 150 S.E.), not Tied, on
Immac. Orange Cove r, Pmk "Bristol, R.I.", Red "NY-12" transit Prnk,
signed Ashb roo k. .. .. Clt $137, NET $150

# 165- to Mexico, VG-VF Copy, Tied by NY c.d. s. and dup lex grid to white
folded let te r, ms "via EI Paso, Texas," signed Ashbrook NET $150

# 161 & # 17.8-to Sydney, New South Wales , F-VF Copies, Tied by heavy
cork 'killers to VF wh ite cover , Pmk "Wash D.C. 6-28-77," Handstp.
black "12" and blue " Due 5," "San Fran. ST. SHIP" transit c.d .s. ,
ms "6d". Most Unusual .. .. .. ........ .._.. .. NET $350

# 178 (VF) & # 184 (slight def)-to Yokohama, Japan, Vivid Pmk ''THE FAST
MAIL-N.Y. & Chic. R.P.O.-Nov. 9, 1 DIV WEST," ms "via S. Fran.,"
S.F. and Yokohama bksts, addressed to "Paymaste r, USS Monocacy,"
Rare _.._.... .._.... .. .... .. .. .. ......_.. .. NET $250

# 179 (Fine, perf faults)- to Kobe, Japan, not Tied, Pmk "Cambridgeport
Sta., Mass.", red Double Circle Yokohama-PAID ALL rec. Pmk on
face (rare thus), "Hiogo" bkst, Japanese characters on left side of
front, pasted on ...... ..__.. .. .. ...... NET $125

# 179 (F-Vf)-Tied to Ext. Fine cover to London , forwarded to Naples,
Italy, clear oval Red "BF Stevens-US Disp . Agt ." "London" and
"Charing Cross" transit c.d .s., addressed to "USS Gettysburg" and
forwarded to "USS Enterprise," Beauty __.. . ..__. .._.. __.. .NET $50

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN BANK NOTES?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Mllter Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone : 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE. published quarterly in Feb.• May. Aug., and Nov. by the U. S. PhJla tell c Classics
Society . In c.. a t 2030 Glenmon t Ave .• N. W., Canton. Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Oh io 44711 and additional mailing offi ce . Subscription price $14.00. Printed in U.S.A.
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"'''IIIII!IIl'lIllll~I!IIl'lIllll''llll'' Four Dollar
Columbian.
Never hinged.
Cat. $1150.

Sold at Kaufmann's
Auct ion for a record
break ing pr ice of
$3750 .

John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1010 Vermont Ave., N.W.
Wash ington, D.C. 20005

Telephone I.i! IlD~
(202) 638-5658 A~fs, I,!rCl

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auction. Our fee is a modest 20%
comm ission and there are no other charges .

Libe ral, interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D. C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection ...

No. 103, 1875
Re- issue.
Cat. $1150.
Sold for $1900 .

No.2. Posit ion
R681. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900 .

Some Other
Realizations :
No. 271. 61!Dull Brown, NH Cat $20. So ld $110.
No . 296. Plate B lock . NH Cat. 51000. Sold $2000.
No . 330. 51!Jame stow n, NH Cat. $50, So ld $170.
No . 401. l it Pan Pacifi c, NH Cat. $9.50, So ld $110.
No . 446 , 411' Line Pair , NH Cat. $350. Sol d $750.
No . 476, 200t Ult ra, NH . . . Cat. $70, Sold $200.
No . 403, Plate B lock Cat. $2500, Sold $4000.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 -424-9519

We will sell at Auct ion or buy outright
your qua lity U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on outright
purchases.

If your holdings are exceptionally
valuable , our appraiser can visit you
in your home.

NO. 1 Unused
Cat. $700.
Sold for $1600 .

~--------------------,I
I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon and mail it to us.We will contact I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I De scrip tion : I
I II catalog (or estima ted) value: $ I
I Name Address I
I City Stat e Zip Telephone I
~--------------------~
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
On the opposite page is shown the magnificent new Elliott Perry Cup,
recently presented to the Classics Society by Robert A. Siegel and the Robert
A. Siegel Auction Galleries, to replace the original Perr y Cup on which no space
remained for winners' nam es. Th e first name on this new award is appropriately
Dave Baker's, for his acclaimed Postal History of Indiana. I'd like to express our
deep appreciation to the Siegel orga niza tion on behalf of all U.S.P.C.S. members
for the generous gift of this handsome troph y.

Th e "Pre-stamp and Stampl ess Period" appears for the first time in this
issue, under the able editorship of Kenn eth R. deLisle. Please give Ken your
support.

Some oth er features in this issue are Rvo Ishikawa's discussion of the rare
1¢ stamp, position 99R2, and a valuable d"etailed record of Black Jack bisect
covers , compiled by Joseph F. Rorke.

The French mails loom large-they are the subject of an extensive article
by Michael Laurence in the 1869 section. And they occupy most of the Foreign
Mails as well, wh ere unusual associated markings and an unu sual shipping line
are discussed by Clifford L. Friend, Charles J. Starn es, and George E. Hargest
in separate articles.

In the regular departments, the continuation of Creighton Hart's account
of New York sta te use of the 1847 issue , and resumption of "Gateway to
the West" by Thomas J. Alexander and David T. Beals Ill. are among man y
items of interest.

It should be pointed out that , with expan ded coverage into new periods
and issues, space may not allow the appea rance of every section in ever y issue.

eIf the Hanging Linc oln design is the great Confederate patriotic cover
what's your choice for the great Northern patriotic? Dick Graham, who' s been
asked to pick one for a proposed book in color , sugges ts the Magnus Rose of
Washington, the two large valentine patriotics or the Lincoln Shootin g Star , but
would like your opinions in making a choice.
Review: The 1977 Register. Edited by Benjamin E. Chapm an. Published 1977
by the United States Pictorial Research Associates. 96 pages, loose leaf. $15.00
(including binder) from Ell iott Coulter, Ster ling Rd., Harrison, N.Y. 10528.

Thi s is the second annua l volum e of collected articles on the 1869 issue
published by the 1869 specialists group. It contains ten articl es by nine different
authors. As might be expected in an undert aking of this kind the quality is
quite uneven. A few articles are thorough and well documented papers; others,
although interesting, are more in the nature of short reports and are too brief
or tentative for book form in their pres ent states. In severa l cases , readability
and coherence would have been improved by bolder editing.

Th e lead art icle on "Taxes , Taxes, Taxes" by Ben Chapman is well-illustrated
but somewhat prolix. It expands information on the Luray, Virginia , bi sects and
adds evidence to confirm their authenticity. Michael O'Reilly is represented
by an inform ative but slight piece on 1869 use from a small Alabama post office.

John Birkinbine's discu ssion of the intr iguing sub ject "A Combined Reve
nue-Postage Usage" is marred by too many unsupported assumptions. This
article and the previous Chapman one would have been improved by research
into details of the actual tax laws involved.

Use of the 3¢ 1869 stamp in Sitka, Alaska, is discussed by Margaret L.
Wunsch. The subject is well presented although some irre levant material is
included. Ben Chapman returns to his favorite sub ject, the 3¢ locomotive, in
an entert aining pr esentation of non-philatelic use of the 3¢ locomo tive vignette.
218 Chron icle 96 / No vem ber 1977 / Vol. 29. No . 3



THE ELLIOTT PERRY CUP
This beautiful sterling silver cup, emblematic of the Elliott Perry award, has been presented to the Classics
Society by Robert A. Siegel and the whole Siegel firm . This ornate and intricately carved trophy is on display
at the Collectors Club of New York.

The activities of Benjamin F. Stevens as despatch agent, especially in the
1869 period, are recounted in a fine article (rather excessively footnoted) by
Joseph H. Crosby. A valuable table listing covers with 1869 stamps handled by
Stevens is included. Considerable space is devoted to speculation about the
notation "No. 14/Horme" on one cover-I suggest, in view of the origin , the
word is "Home," not "Horme,' and it simply indicates the fourteenth letter
received from home.

Richard M. Searing has done his usual thorough job in an article on
classic errors, detailing information on 1869 inverted centers. This is an ex
cellent summary of the present state of knowledge of existing 1869 inverts.
Chronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29. No .3 219



The remarkable ar ticle by J. C. M. Cryer on "The La nding of Columbus
The Three T yp es" has already provoked much comment ' an d argume nt. Cryer
has a dist inct flai r as a story-teller an d his "you are there" technique keeps the
re ader interested . There is som e danger , however , that in less scru pulous hands
th an Cryer' s, th is met hod may be abuse d. Cryer 's startling con clus ions about
Luff's sta teme nts on th e types of the 15r,i deserve careful -appraisal and con 
sidera tion becau se, if acce p ted, th ey represent an important -new interpretation
of the facts . .:.

Cancellations on the 90~ are the subject of a well ex.~cilted and appropri
ately itllustrafedi ··sllrvey· .··bi :t Jo n Rose-straightforward, '·:C9ncise and factual.
Elliot C~ulter'~ . article on 1869 re-issues is ,« w~.IJ;)grganized and clearly pre
sented discu ssion of postal use . of these stamps.r 'It ' poses seve ra l un answered
questions which are worthy of further investi gati on.

The 1977 Register contains seve ra l va luable articles, but it is ha rd to
justify the $15.00 price to th e general pu bli c for fewer than 90 pages .of actual
text, no matter how outrageo us the economics of ph ila te lic publishing, Ap 
parently th e 1869 group is committ ed by its dues structure to an nua lbook publi
cation whe the r or not sufficient appropria te ma terial is ava ilab le. This "publish
or perish" doctrine is detrimental to sustained scholarship.

The 1869 group also publishes a quarterl y newsletter , The 1869 Tim es, th e
first seven issues of which have been reprinted in a collected edition ($10.00
from address above). The lar ge size for mat an d ability to update information
or report work-in-progres s make the Times a fin e vehicle for exchange of ideas
and information. Several int erestin g and inform ative features appear regularly:
Michael O'Reilly's fascin ating auction rep ort s, Cha pman's column on th e 3r,i
locomotive stamp , and Michael Laurence's series .on - the stam p agent's ledger
sheets, an d th e dedu ctions drawn from them on quantities of 1869 stamps issue d.
The 1869 Tim es is a most -att ract ive prod uction containing many item s of in
terest to th e classics collector. You need not he an 1 86~J specialist to enjoy H.

Susa n M. McfIonald
AUCTIONS

DEC 1,2 &3
Cat alo g 3 we eks befo re sales .

BY MAIL : Send na me, address and $1. U.S. #47, mint, P. F. cerli !. Sold
for $2200 In Apr il 1977 sale.

~HARD wOLFFERS, INC.
~Stamps and StampAuctions>-:

117KetlI7IJ' St., San Francisco, C4 94108
# 532
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Authoritative Philatelic Literature

Winner of the Elliott Perry Cup f or 1977

The

POSTAL HISTORY
of

INDIANA

by J . DAVID BAK ER

Thoulllnds of markings,

maps and covers

4,000 Post Offices

40,000 Postmasters

1,100 pages

8.5 x 11 inch page size

1890·1970 postal data on microfiche

Two Volumes

Slip Case

Quality 70 Ib paper and Library binding

Edition of 750 numbered sets

$75.00

Post Paid

Pre·lndiane Terr itory

Indi ena Territory
l ist ing o f Post Off ices
List ing of Covers

Eerly Statehoo d

Counties and Cou nty Development

Indianapolis

Civil Wer
Demonet izat ion of 185 1·57 by R. B. Graham
Covers fro m Indiana Tro o ps by R. B. Gr aham
Dyer 's Co mpe nd ium

Po.tal Marking.
19th Centu ry De velopment by A. Bond
li stin g o f Man usc ri pt Mar kings
l ist ing o f Hand stamped Mark ings
Cou nty and Postmaster Pos tmar ks

by E. R. Doane

Rout. Markings
Stea mb oa t Marking s by C. l. To wl e
Ra ilroad Markings by C. l. To w le
High w ay Post Office by C. l. Towle
Rur al Free Del iver y by E. R. Doa ne .

Adhe.ive Po.tage Stamp. end Enve lope.
The 1847' s by C. C. Hart
Ind ianapolis 1847 Find
1851-57 Post O ff ices
1869 Usa g es fro m Ind iana

Private Mail Service.
Exp ress Ma il l a bel s
Teleg raphs
Private Se rvices
Larra nce St ate Enve lo pe s
Correspondences

Government Postal Services
Free Frank s by 1. A. Steven s
Express Mail, 1836-1839
Reg iste re d lett er s
City De livery
Dead l e tt e rs
Mon ey Or der Syste m
Special De livery

Po.tal Rates and Operation.
Domest ic Rates
Money an d Post age
Distribut io n Sys tem by Hugh J . 8a ker, J r.

Po.t Office. and Postmasters, 1800 ·1890

Post Offices and Poslmasters, 1890 ·1970
on microfiche

8ibliogrephy

Virtually an encyc lopedi a of U. S. Postal History

We deal in authoritat ive literature on 18th and 19th century U.S. philatelic ma
terial in addition to the Confederate States of America, Canada, and Great Britain .

Leonard H . Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisvill e, Ky. 4022]

,-~UT\trQt rL'if JTIfmt ~()trhtr[J{ r(jtraI raIr~
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
SHIP LETTERS ON THE HUDSON RIVER
KENNETH R. DE LISLE

Prologue

The Hudson River , rising at Lake Tear ill the Clo uds on the slope of
Mount Marcy an d joining the wat ers of the Atlanti c Ocean in the Port of New
York, has been th e subject for many writers. It is not a mighty river , ranking
below some seventy to eighty others in Ame rica in total len gth. Perhaps be
cause of its antiquity in our history and th e importance it played in the de
velopme nt of the nation, the river story has been told and retold , beginning
with the account of Verrazano, who explored its mouth in 1524. He named his
discovery River of Stee p Hill s and Grand River , thi s latter name appearing on
several old maps. In the Dutch days it becam e known as the Maurits or North
River, a term which persists today at its lower extremity.

The recent bicentennial celebration spawned a flurry of fresh writing and
research concern ing history , life, and customs along the Hudson River. Yet ,
curiously, non e of th ese record in any detail aile of the very important functions
of the river in the late 18th and ea rly 19th centuries, that of speed ing writte n
communication through out its navigabl e portion bet ween New York and Troy
and to adjoining communities serve d by the river. Letters wr itten in Alban y
and addressed to Rotterdam (The Ne therlands ) ar e known from the WOOs.
Some of th em bear Dut ch postal markings but th ere is no ev ide nce thereon of
a "post" existing all the river. It is possibl e these letters were carried to Europe
in th e pocket of an int er ested party or passenger as a ma tt er of con venience
and safe ty until a sure repository was foun d. The: likeliho od also exists th ey
might be entrus ted to the captain of a vessel suiling out of Albany, who would
make sure th e communicati on was properly sent on to Europe if he him self did
not continu e across the sea. Ship ca pta ins wer e respect ed , tru sted individuals
who could be dep ended on to use the best measur es ava ilab le to them.

Taking into account the absence of road s and the relati ve comfort of con
veyance b y water, it is understand ab le how the Hudson River in th ese very early
days was th e predominant mod e of tr avel for men and merchandise. Where
these pa ssed, so did the written communica tion. Still, littl e is known about th e
mai ls in upstate New York until the British ru led.

Very lit tle disruption cam e with this change of ru le. The Crown confirmed
all prior grants and tenancies including th e powerful , au tocra tic patroonships.
For th ese, th e Dutch law of inh erit ance by the eldest son was upheld, assuring
no lessen ing of their territory, influ ence, or wea lth. Ev en minor civil officials
remained in offic e until th e next election. Except at New Amsterdam and Fort
Orange, where the nam es were cha nged to New York and Albany in honor of
the new proprietors, most place nam es were retain ed to become Anglicized with
the passin g yea rs. The Hudson River suffe red no loss of trad e or traffic. In 
deed, English rul e ope ned up new mark ets formerl y closed to the Dutch mer 
chants. Furs, wh eat and produce were easi ly d isposed of through New York
City merchants and trad ers. In excha nge the inh ab itants soug ht manufactured
items not yet availabl e in th eir ag ri-society-clo thing , furniture and china wa re
for th e middle class; wines , elegant mirrors ancl similar luxuri es for the wealthy.
On e mu st assume consid erahle business corres pondence took place between
producer, middleman , and cons umer in both directions. Did th is tr avel by
wat er? Evidence tend s to prove otherw ise and we ar e left wi th the conclusion
the offici al "pos t" we nt by land .

Konwiser , in his Co lonial and Recolutionanj Posts, refers to a footpost
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proposed between New York and Albany in 1711. H. A. Barry wri ting in th e
New Y ork Herald Trihun e of Aug ust 12, 1936, states:

In ad d it ion to Al ba n y's cla im . m ari e o n he r 2"Oth a nn iversa ry las t mon th . of bein g
the oldest char tered ci ty a nd old est sett lemen t in co nt in uou s ex istr-n r r- in th e or igina l
th irtee n co lo nies. t ha t cit v ca n a lso clai m t lu - d ist inctio n of b ei ng th e u-nn iu us of th c
first in land post ro u tc ill t he colon ies.

A lbany 's pl ace ill t he pos tal map wa s fixed in l il l when a foo tposl o n a tw o ro und
t ri ps a mon th sche d u le was sta r te d over the o ld t rai l o n the ca st sid r- o f th e H u d son . . . .
The fi rst Co lo ni al post . other t han local r a li tes in :" e\l ' En gla nd . was sta r te d und er a
pa te n t [rom Q ue en An ne in 1r,!J,\ a nd ex ten d ed fro m Po rl sm ou th , :\ .1-1 , to Virgin ia a nd
this foot post to Alba n y was t he firs t branch fro m th e main st em . . . .

Figure 1 pictures an official commun ica tion from George Clinton, Gover 
nor of th e Provinc e of New York (1743-1753) to thc commande r of the troops at
th e Albany garris on, a bu sy center of op erations in the French and Indian War ,

We can not be sure if this was carried ove r the footpost or whether it
travelled by mili tary courier on one of the "expresses" which supplied the
fort s on th e Hudson River-Lake George-Lake Champlain cor ridor with orders
and new s. Alban y was also the last major locat ion before taking off on th e
Moh awk Valley-Finger Lakes rout e to the frontier on Lake Ont ar io. No postage
is noted on the illu str at ed lett er; probabl y none would have been assessed even
on th e footpost since it was an official letter from the commande r-in-chief.

Figure 1. Official order to the garrison commander in Albany, from New York, signed by George Clinton,
Colonial governor of the Prov ince of New York , No vember 17, 1746. Probably carried by military express.

At th e conclusion of th e French and Indian War Canada beca me a British
territory and the dream of a great mail system down the St. Lawrence River
to Montreal , thence to Albany and New York became a reality, under PMG
Franklin. In the lat e Colonial period mai l travelled with frequency and despatch
along th e Hudson, but by lanel. The Johnson Pap ers con tai n man y references
to th e Albany office, citing postage owed, delivery delays for which Sir William
reprima nds th e postm aster , etc .J While th e office at Alba ny may have been a
part of th e Colonial system, there exists evidence tha t not eve n th e postmaster ,
Henry Van Schaack, was sure. III a lett er to th e Postmaster General. dated
September .3, 1770, Van Schaack says :

1. James Sul livan . ed ., 'Fh e Pa pe rs o f Si r W i lliam l oh ns o n. l in iv, St a te o f i\ .Y.. 1921.
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Sir :
In ob edi ence to your orders of th e 26th July last . sign ified in the Philadelphia Ne ws
Paper s. I now enclose m y first qua r terl y account since the date o f sa id ord ers. T he
Acco un ts of this office have alwavs been heretofore bee n sett led with h is Ex cellency
th e General of the Kin g's Troop s. Shou ld it be your p leasure that th e business of this
offic e for th e fut u re sho u ld he se tt led th rough th e same cha nnel I sho u ld be glad von
wou ld be pl eased to sip;ni fy your p leasnre to me, fo r m y Governmen t. '

I re mai n Respect full y,
Sir
You r most o bed ient "

hum hl e se rva n t
I-I.v. Schaack-

Good postmaster Van Schaack wanted some written authority to chan ge his
accounting; the King's troops in Alba ny carri ed a great deal mor e authority
than the dist ant Phil ad elphia newspap er notice! Van Schaack was removed as
postmaster at Albany in 1771, on account of not bein g a resident of the city.
He was appointed a justice of the peace at Kinderhook on the recommendation
of his friend, Sir William John son , but fell from grace during the Revolution. He
was arrested as a loyalist and was not released until December 23, 1780. when he
and two other Tories were exchanged for three patriot prisoners."

With the coming of Revolutionary hostilities the postal service of New York
State was severely disrupted , During th e war New York became a major battle
ground and a prime target for the confident British forc es. Should New York
State be taken, New England would be cut off from th e other colonies and
events might have taken a far different course. Through all th e turmoil New
Yorkers found tim e to form a state government, assist in a major war and con
tinu e to function , eve n with their major port in enemy hands. We know that a
Constitutional postal service began operation but no letters from th e war
period in New York State have been recorded , to the best of the author's
knowl ed ge. Militar y mail s and expresses carri ed essential government and mili
tary papers whil e business and personal mail travelled pri vat ely as the oppor
tunity occurred. Becau se river craft passed back and forth in the Ame rican-held
stretches of the Hudson River it can be assum ed pr ivat e letters were carri ed , but
not as a "post."

Later, wh en government and business returned to normal, we do find a
great increase in th e volume of sur viving mail which travelled in the new na
tion . Stages began regul ar run s between New York , Albany, and way stops.
Elaps ed tim e between the two major points was drast ically reduced because
of better roads. A stage could leave Albany at 5 A.M" stop at Kinderhook for
breakfast , arrive at Rhineb eck by 2 P.M. for din ner and go on to Fishkill , wh ere
it stoppe d overni ght. New York was reach ed the followin g da y. The sta ge
proprietors contracted to carry th e mail, for which they received the postage.
Thi s time was bet ter than could be achieved by water , precluding the possibility
of a post on the river. Letters acco mpanying cargo or "by favor" are recorded ;
these did not enter the regular mail s. Regul ar carriage of the mails by stage
and on horse was th e normal modc until water tim e could b est the tim e of th e
land passage,

Thus the Hudson River , although an important artery for transporting heavy
merchandise and passengers not on ur gent matters, fail ed to becom e a conduit
for mail until the opportune moment arrived. By ]800 th at mom ent was dr aw
ing close, brought to fruit by two unrelated developments-a change in the
rate of postage and the successful operation of a steamboat .

Postage Rates - Albany and New York
The Postal Act of February 20, 1792, (1 Stat. 23.5 an d 238) was th e first ,

afte r the adoption of tho Constitution of the United States, to fix rat es of
postage on mail matter. It established a simplified zone system based on the
number of miles the letter would travel and changed th e mode of assessing
postage from the colonial pennyweights and grains of silver to Fed eral cur-

2. Quoted from Vol. II o f H enry C. Van Schaack 's A ut ograp hir Hi story held by The New
berry Libra ry. Chi cago . with th eir perm ission .

3. Pu blic Papers of Govemor Geo rge Cli nton, First (;Olla'lOr o f Nell' York 1777·1795:
/801-1804, IV (Albany: J . B. Lyon " Co.. 1902) , p . 127.
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rency of dollars and cents. The distance by the post roa d between New York
and Albany was somewhat over 150 miles, th us the postage on a single letter
fell in the 150 to :200 mile zone, at 15 cents. T he heavy mail bet ween the two
missed the 100 to 150 mile rate of 1 :2~ cen ts by a lew short miles, some say as
littl e as two or th ree. Th e same Act established a rat e for ship letters as follows:

Fo r every le tt er o r pa cket h rouglu into t he Un ited Sta tes or ca rr ied from on e por i
therein to ano the r hy sea in a ny priva te ship or vesse l. ., cents if d eli ve red a t th e pl ace
o f arrival : if d el ivered a t a n~' othe r p lace . wi: h the addit io u of th e like p ostage as on
o th er le tt ers.

The last ph rase is not as clear as it might be if written today, it means a ship
letter brought into a port , dest ined for an inlan d point, would be ra ted wit h the
land postage from port to dest inati on with the addition of the 4¢ ship fee.
Albany was at that time, as it is today, a port which berth s ocea n-going vessels.
The port regularly cleared vessels bound for the West Indies or Euro pe. Hud
son was home port for a significan t whalin g fleet. Even in 1836 when the
wha ling industry was on the de cline in New York State we find that Hudson,
Newburgh, Pou ghkeepsie, and Peekskill reg istered over tw enty vessels plying
the South Atlantic and Pacif ic wh alin g ground s.' Whi le the oppor tunity did
exist, we will pr ob abl y not find an up-river ship letter. The two key words in
the Act were by sea; it is doubtful if anyone classed the Hudson River as a sea .
Homeward bound ships might have carri ed mail picked up in a foreign port
or transferred from another at sea (as was the custom with whalers) but post
office regulations required them to put the mail into the first place they touched
where an offic e was kept. In the case of Hudson River traffic. thi s would he
New York City.

The Postal Act of March 2, 1799, (1 Stat. 7.'34, 738-740) contain ed changes
whi ch affected Hudson River communi ties and the postage paid on their let 
ters. The zone system was retained , being reduced from eight to six, causing an
overa ll reduction in postage. However. the bu sy New York to Alba ny route was
still measur ed at something over 150 miles an d the postage on a single letter
increased from 15 cen ts to 17 cent s. Two sheets were assessed ,34 cents, th ree
sheets 51 cents and a qu ad ruple letter or a packet weig hing one ounce cost 68
cents. Th e bu sinessmen of the two cities qui ckly realized they gained nothing
from th is "cheap" postage. They prot ested angrily. Desp ite their influ ence, it
was not for more than twenty yea rs that a special effort by merchant s and poli 
tician s caused the official distance to be set a t "less than 150 miles" with a con
sequent reduction in the ra te of postage between New York and Albany."

The new Act additionally mad e a chan go in the ra te charged for a ship
letter and refined the language of 1792:

Every letter or packet h rou glu inr o th e Urrited Suu r-s, or ca rr ied fro m one port to
a no th er th erein , in priva te sh ip or vessel . [postage of] 6 cent s, if de livered in post of
fice wh ere rec eived: if conveyed by p ost 10 an y ot hr-r place . 2 cen ts ad de d to th e or
dinary p ostage.

Note the key words of the former statute, by sea, have been deleted. It now
became possible with in the phrasing of the law to convey let ters in private
ship or vessel between the ports along the Hudson River. The num erou s vessels
plying the river be they ship, bri g, schooner , sloop or scow qu ali fied as vessels,
Not bein g owned or pro vided by the United States they qu alifi ed as private.

So, one of th e steps leading to an eventful cha nge in the Hudson River
mail had tak en place. Th e secon d step, that of providi ng a carr ier swifter an d
more dep endabl e than stage or postricler, was soon to come- litera lly in a cloud
of smoke .

IT o he con rin ucd )

4. Edwin W ill iam s, T h e N t'II ' York Annunl f{ ,,!!.i , ' , r, I:" ('w York : E. W ill iams, J836) pp.
328, 329.

5. Kenn eth R. d e Lisk . "" Cha nge in RatL- I R2I ," Excelsior, IV. :"0.2 119ii) . 1-8.
EDITORIAL
For some tim e there has been a qui et movement to initiat e in th e Chronicle

a section dealin g with the prest amp an d stam pless period. As fa r b ack as 1967
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our correspondence with the late Henry A. Meyer indicates he was advocating
the move, callin g the stampless era "the most interes ting of all ." At the 1976
meeting of th e Classics Society in Phil ad elphia the Empire State Postal Histor y
Society, supported by th e Connecti cut Postal History Societ y, brought the matter
to the attention of the Board of Directors.

While it is tru e there has been no formal section for such materi al, the
very nature of its close relationship to the 1847-51 period, the 1851-60 period,
and the int ernational mails meant articles of stampless content found their way
into classic writing. Section editors of Railro ad Postm arks and Th e Foreign
Mails have made liberal use of covers without stamps to describe the posta l
history and mail arrangements of thos e particular services. Coastal and inland
waterways markings, railroad markings, cross border mail with Canada , and
trans-oceanic markings all straddle the stampless and stamped periods. Their
study has been very necessary to an und erstanding of the mails .

Publications of postal histo ry organization s and philatelic societi es both
here and abroad have provid ed excellent art icles for the tim e preceding the
issuance of stamps, as has the commercia l philatelic pr ess. However , with a uni
versa l increase of int erest in postal history the demand for information seems
insatiable. Improved availability of old records because of microfilm docu 
menta tion has made research much easier, as tho se who ha ve poured through
fragile original old newspapers will att est. All thi s has led officers of th e Classics
Society to believe there exists a need for coverage beyond that now pres ented .
Accordingly, at a meeting of the Board of D irectors at 'VESTPEX,_authorization
was granted to expand both the size an d covera ge of the Chronicle. Following
this action Editor -in-C hief Susan M. McDonald asked us to take on duties as
editor of a new section.

It is with some feeling of appreh ension we acc ept this responsibility . T he
pages of our journal have always been graced with the wr itin gs of the best
philatelic au thors and researchers. It is hop ed they, along with new names yet
to be discov ered , will be att racted to The Pr estamp and Stampless Perio d. Cer
tainly the field is open to a multitude of subjects.

W e will defin e the period as beginning with the coloni al ma ils of th e
Dutch and Briti sh administrations, perhaps restricted to that relating dir ectly
to the coloni es which became th e United States of America. The end of the
period will be defined as Ju ne 30, 1863, when pr epayment with posta ge stamps
was mad e compulsory on drop Ictters, to all intents an d purposes ending the
era of stampless mail by the gcneral pu blic. Although free franked mail , collect
intern ational mail , and collect soldiers and sailors man continued , t l }(' ~e ' '' en'
limited privileges of a special nature.

Subjects will be of national or regional int erest , ra ther than just local or
parochial in character . Contributions of original ar ticles within these guide lines
are solicited. Correspondence shou ld be dir ected to the section editor at 54
Ramsey Plac e, Albany, N.Y. 12208.

Kenn eth R. de Lisle
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in covers of the w orld . We have a comprehensive stoc k of
Confe dera te cove rs. In United States , w e stock Trans-Atlantic, Registe red ,
Special De live ry and ot he r special usages. We usually have a few Terr i
torials and Weste rns, an d we are strong in Hawai i.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Street, South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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A 1 CHOCTAW AGENCY, MISS. FREE W . WARD P.M. V.F. AND RARE
ONLY 1 CORRESPONDENCE KNOWN . 1828 BEFORE THE INDIANS
WERE MOVED TO LANDS WEST OF ARKANSAS. ONLY 2 WHITE MEN
WERE ALLOWED ON THESE INDIAN LANDS W . WARD AND A TRADER.
DEFECTS IN LETTER TEARS. NET $175.00

PRICE

$40.00

$40.00

$45 .00

LOT # A NEW CORRESPONDENCE DISCOVERED IN PHILADELPHIA
1. CA DIZ, SPAIN 18 10, PER SHIP FABINS DALY , 6 ¢ IN CIRCLE, INTEREST-

ING LETTER DISCUSSING THE SALVATION OF SPAI N NICE, AND V.F. $40.00

2 . WI LMn De V .F. 18 17 IN RED W ITH 6 CMS. RATE WI TH LETTER HEADED
EDUPARK MI LLS, DEL. . $20.00

3. FREDERICKSBURG VA. 1786 V .F. W ITH LETTER WI TH ONLY RATE
MARKS ON OU TSIDE OF COVER, 1/7, 3.8 . $125.00

4. NORFOLK , VA. 1788 V .F. WITH LETTER W ITH ONLY RATE MARKS
ON OUTSIDE OF FDL. 2/8, 6 , DBL. RATE. $180.00

5. WASH INGTON, (N .C) 1790 V .F. W ITH LETTER O NLY RATE MARKS
ON OUTSIDE OF FDL. 1/7. 3.8. $160.00

6 . NEW YORK JAN. 11 ST. LINE IN BLACK ON FDL. WEAK STRIKE AND
STA INS, 1788 TYPE L, 1/ , 2 RATE. __ . . .._ $30.00

7. WASH . CITY TRULY SUPERB STRIKE IN RED WI TH D. SHUTE FREE
WITH LETTER FLAP PROBLEMS. _ .. $35.00

8. YORK, PA 1799 IN MS. FREE MICHAEL SCHNYSER, SUPERB CONDITION
WITH NICE LETTER. .

9. SHIPPENSBURG PA 1810 IN MS. 12 1/ 2 RATE SUPERB !!!! W ITH LETTER

10. READING PA 1798 FREE IN MS. W ITH LETTER, SUPERB FDL. _

ALL ABOVE PRICES AR E N ET. PLEASE ENCLOSE CHECK WI TH YOU R ORDER. ALL
ARE GUARANTEED GENUINE IN ALL RESPECTS A ND M AY BE RETURNED IF UN
SATISFACTORY. THESE ARE EXAMPLES OF MANY POSTA L HISTORY ITEMS THA T I
HA V E IN STOCK. WRI TE WI TH REF: FOR A SELECTION IN YOUR INTERESTSI
THA NK YOU

GARY

U.S. CLASSICS RA1729, APS 52695, COLLECTORS CLUB N.Y.C. 6007

P.O. Drawer 17428 • Austin, Texas 78760 • Phone : (512) 288-0450
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THE 1847-5 1 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS FROM NEW YORK: PART II
CREIGHTON C. HART

Six New York post offices are th e sub ject of this second part, nam ely, Albany.
Buffalo , Lockport, Rochester , Troy, and Utica. 1'1]('s(' six post offices have in
common that th ey each received more th an 25,000 sta mps of our first issue but
th ey also have in comm on tha t thev are all less than :300 miles from th c Canada
border. .

The 300 mil e dist ance is importan t because, prior to April 6, 1851 , it had
been a ra te factor in cross border mail. On th at date the United Stat es-Can ada
agreem ent we nt in to effe ct whereby 1O¢ paid th e en tire rate from any United
Stat es ori gin to Canadian destinations, except to .md from the Pacific Coast.
Previously, Unite d Stat es le tt ers were ch ar ged the dom est ic rat e to the border
wh ich, for distances less than 300 mil es, was ,5 ~ .

The "paid through " rate was a great improvem ent in posta l services to resi
den ts of both coun tries because the same serv ice wa s, of course, provided to
Can adi an residents for six pence. This se rvice had been anticipa ted b y both
governments and whe n Crout Brit ain gra nted Canada control over its postal
system , th e new rat e was put in to effect on vcry shor t notice.

Just ho w mu ch notic e. if any. th e pl/hliG received before April 6 is on e
of the unanswered quest ions about the 1847 issue. The stor ies the su rviving cross
border covers tell is th at th e new rate wa s not know n to th e public for man y
days after April 6 and to the pat rons of some pos t offices . perhaps not until
nearly June 1. (F igur e 1).

Classic Society members in or near these six cities ca n help solve th is
question by examining old copies of their loca l newspapers for post office
notices of th e new ra te or b y lookin g up cop ies of defunc t news pa pe rs wh ich
are often kept at a lib ra ry or mu seu m. T he dat es April 1 to April 10, 18.51. are
cri tica l.

If volunteers will contact me, I will keep a record of wh at is going on so
ther e will b e no du p lica tion of efforts. Volunteers arc also needed for Ne w York
City, Boston, Philad elphia, an d Cleveland. The 1847 section of the Chro nicle is
th e logical pl ace for thi s research to be reported, so 1 will b e th e depository for
th e accumulat ed informati on until publicat ion . The services of each volunteer
will be appre ciate d and ackn owledged.

The information for the cov ers from th ese six cities comes fro m det ail
ca rds that I maintain on each cover with a colored slide in add ition for many.
For oth er cov ers I have auction catalog b lack and whi te illustrations and for the
remaining few I rely on descriptions either furni shed hy collectors or in auction
ca ta log s.

The color and style of postal markings is given because thi s some times
enab les a year da te to be ascerta ine d becau se no yea r dat e appe ars in any
postmarks of this period . For cover s dis cuss ed, the month and da y dates ar e
given so as to iden tify th e cov ers in case th ey are offer ed for sa le. Past Chronicles
have illustrated and discu ssed some covers und refer ence is made to those
issues rather than to rep eat it now. The Chro nicles since ] ~)63 contain a great
deal of original research and a complete se t is invalu able to coll ec tors of 19th
century Unite d Stat es sta mps and cover s. I hope every member has a full se t.

ALBANY

The Alb an y Institute of Hi sto ry and Art owns the \V. L. L. Peltz collect ion
of Albany Postal His tor v which includes 16 of the .53 five cent 1847 covers and
on e of tlie three ten cent covers.

The cov er to Canada illustra ted in Figure 1 is important because of th e
stories it appears to tell. At fir st glance on e might th ink th e sta mp at the left
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has been adde d because the stamp is a ll top of the lower line at two points of
th e "U , STAT ES" postal marking.

What probably actually happened is th at the upper rig ht stamp was th e
first stamp put on th e letter to pay the 51 rate to the border pri or to April 6,
1851. T he faint Albany postmark in the center is Muy 24 an d even at th is dat e
th e 101 paid th rough rate to Canadian destinat ion was not we ll enough known ,
so th e second .51 stamp had to be ad ded af ter th e clerk at th e exchange office
(Albany was an excha nge office for Canadian mails) had stru ck his "U, STATES"
exchange offic e handstamp. Both stam ps were then cancelled at th e same time.
Other ea rlv covers seem to confirm this lack of inform ation about th e change
from 51 to 101 for U.S. mail to Cana da origina tin g less th an .'300 mil es from the
border.

Figure 1. This env elope from Albany to Drummondville, Canada, ha!. two S¢ stamps to pay the paid through
rate effe ctive April 6, 1851. Illustrate d enve lo pes bearing 1847 stamps are rare, this being one of four known .
This is the first time this cover has been pictured in the ph ilatelic press and is shown with the courtesy of
the Albany Inst itute of History and Art.

Ken de Lisle, our new Section Editor for pr estamp and stampless covers,
is th e author ity for Albany pos ta l history. Ken writes me that th e red two-line
STEAM/ BOAT found so oft en on Hudson River mail was applied at Albany on
incoming mail , usuall y without the Albany postmark. Th is postal marki ng will
be discussed in a lat er ar ticle with other steamboat an d railroad postm ark s
em bodying th e names of New York town s.

The 55 covers (52-.51; :3-lOd) are en ough to get a picture of postal mark
ings which were nearl y always in reel. All the postmark s are red as ar e most of
the ca ncellers . Beg inn ing with March 1, 18,51, the grid is consisten tly bl ack on th e
six cove rs from th en throu gh May 24. Apparently, th e postm aster was also
experime nting wi th bl ack for th e ca nce ller in 18.50 because three of th e seven
grids th at year are bl ack.

BUFFALO
Th e 72 covers (50-.5 ri; 22-101 ) listed for Buffalo give an excellent picture

of the operati on at th at post offic e. Stamps were first received th ere on July 29.
1847, with the earliest reco rded cover bein g mailed on Aug ust 14. From then
until into June 1851, the dates ar e gene ra lly well spaced.

An oval blue townmark (F igure 2) wi th the offic ial grid struck in red or
blue was used un til at least July 24. 1848, on sta mped mail. Then in lat e 1848,
th e circular townmarks , with ra tes of either 5 or ]0, appeared an d continue d
as long as th e issue was valid . Th e first example record ed with 1847 stamps
is Octob er 6, 1848.
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Four covers, two S¢ (postma rked October 20 and October 25) and two
101 (postmarked May 17 and Novembe r 2.3) hav e the STEAMBOAT in a fanc y
ribbon (F igure 2) showing delivery to the Buffalo post office by a non -contract
Lake Eri e stea me r. John Eggen, an author ity on wa terway ma rkings, tells me
that this marking, also in blu e, was struck by the Buffalo postmaster who paid
the steam er's captain 11 for conveying the letter .

,
"

Figure 2. The fanc y Steamboat marking . shew carria ge part way to New York by • non-contract Lake Erie
ste amboat for wh ich service the captain was paid It . The tracing shows the marking in detail .

Two 101 covers (pos tmarked May 21 and August 23) have a squarish
"STE AMBOAT 10" whi ch , because of the 101 rate bein g stated, is associated
with stampless collect letters. Neithe r stamp is tied and the stamps may not be
long.

Of special int erest is a IOd bisect from Buffalo to On eida, New York
wh ich is less than 300 miles distant and required only 51 for the single rate.
What makes thi s cover extra special is that the bisect is in addition to a 51
stamp. Th e Buffalo postm ark is August 26 with no year date evide nt on the
fold ed lett er. If thi s cover is genuine, it is th e only hisect known used with a
51 stamp. This cover was in the collec tion of Howard Lehman , a promi nent
collector now deceased , and must have heen include d in part of the collection
sold privately, becaus e it has never appeared at auction. I'd apprec iate hearing
from the collector who own s it.

A 51 cover (postmarked May 18) addressed to M. L. Burrell at Lockport
is tied with what appears to he the boxed PAID used only at Philadelphia .
This cover is also suspect . This cover was illust rated and sold in the ' Vat er -
house auction in 1955 as lot .58. .

One of the gem covers of philately is a cover from Buffa lo to Alba ny and
forward ed from Albany to Alh ion, Ne w York. A 1O¢ stamp cancelled with a
blue grid was on th e cover wh en it was postm ark ed with a b lue Buffalo town
mark. When the folded letter was forward ed from Albany to Albion a Sci stamp
was added , postmarked and ca ncelled in red . This lovely cover with a Phi la
telic Foundation certificate was last sold at auction bv H. R. Harmer in April
1969 when it realized $4,300, surely a bargain at tod nv's prices.

LOCKPORT
Lockport is a border town hut was not an exchange offic e for cros s border

ma il. Several covers ar e kno wn to Canada hut only one after April 6, 1851.
paying the paid through ra te. This cover with two widely sepa ra ted Sci stamps,
one on each upper corner , is illustrat ed in the August 1970 Chronicle for the
article "D . S. E xchange Markings on 1847 Cov ers" by Susan McDonald. Lockport
is also known for covers addressed to Lockport, some of which have had stamps
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added to increase their value. Part, but not all , of the M. L. Burr ell corre
sponde nce to Lockport has been tampered with and some fakin g done just as
has happen ed to some , but not all, of the large D. S. Kenned y correspondence
from Canada to New York. A fake cover from the Burrell correspondence is
illustrated in th e June 1964 Chronicle.

There are onl y seventeen 51- covers and two 101- list ed but these were
used rather evenly over an extende d period and ena ble us to picture th e opera
tion at that post office. Th e fir st stamps were not received from W ashin gton
until October 4, 1847, and so far no cover used in 1847 is listed , the earliest
bein g January 25, 1848.

The earliest cover has a manuscript postm ark and a manuscript cancellation.
A cover used February 23 ha s a 4 bar grid-appa rently of local manufacture.

The offici al 7 bar en closed circular grid is not known until a cover posted
April 27, 1849, and it was in regul ar use for the rest of th e period the stamps
wer e valid. Red was used at first both for th e postm ark and the 4 bar grid. A
cover mailed May 4, 1848, has blue for the postm ark as well as the grid. The 14
covers listed after that dat e all ha ve postal markings in blu e excep t one with
red February 23, 1850, and one in green posted May 24. 1848.

ROCHESTER
Rochester is a border city that is remembered by 1847 specialists for a

paid through cover to Canad a postm arked Ma y 4, 1851. Thi s cover came to th e
atte ntion of collect ors in April 1940 wh en it was offered at a Rarity Auction by
Bartels in New York. There are two widely separa ted sta mps also on opposite
corners of th is cover but instead of th eir both bein g 51- 1847 stamps , one is a
3 pence Can ad a beaver. Thi s is a very earl y use of the first Ca nadian stamp
which was not issued until April 2.3, 1851. Thi s we ll known cover is illustrated
in The United Stat es Postage Stamps of th e 19th Ce ntun j by Lester G. Brook
man, I. 24.

As is the case for our '47 stamps, no Canadi an first day cove r is known and
so far I've been unable to learn of a use even as ea rly as April. Do es anyone
own, or know of a 3d cover with an April 1851 date? Ca n our Canadian spe 
cialists help on this one?

Ther e will be more abou t thi s cover and th e othe r covers to Can ad a aft er
April 6, 1851, in a later issue of th e Chro nicle . In the meantime, it will be helpful
to philat ely if any collector or dealer can recall the owners hip and any of the
history of thi s Rochester cover before its appearan ce at auc tion in 1940. Please
send your information to th e Section Editor.

The postal markings on th e 64 (49-51- ; 1.5-101-) Roch ester covers are con
sistently in red for both th e po stm arks and th e offici al 7 bar grid canceller.
The canceller handstamp mu st ha ve arrived with the first shipment of stamps
on August 5, 1847, becau se the earliest cover listed is so cancelled only a few
days later-August 11.

Occasionally, a 51- cover is offered at auction addresse d to Mrs. Thomas
C. Montgom ery , Clifton Sprin gs, New York. These enve lopes without contents
are each numbered and so far 10 are list ed with the highest docket ed number
bein g 25. Ther e is, of course, no yea r date evide nt but the enve lopes are of a
typ e first appearing in 1849 but n ot common until the 1850s.

TROY
Troy and Albany are both on the upper Hudson River on opposite sides

and onl y about five miles apa rt. Both post offices received mail which had
been picked up en route by river steamboats but which did not enter the
United States mail until received at one of these post offic es.

A comparison of the operation of the two post offices shows how diff erentl y
post offices operat ed during thi s period. About the only practice postmasters
we re required to do was to rat e a letter correctl y. Afte r stamps were introduced,
the origin ating post office was also expe cted to cancel th e stamp. All other
practices were th e choice of th e postm aster , such as the typ e of town mark
and all sundry postal markings, including color of ink , which could be changed ,
and was changed, as th e postm aster willed;
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T he Troy po st office used blue ink , and Albany red. The Troy post office
usually cance lled the stamp with its town ma rk, Albany seldom if ever did .
Troy kept its town ma rk clean , clear , and sharp. Albany's was dirt y, ind istin ct
and lightly struck. Similar differences are evident in the way th ey handled
Hudson River mail that was de live red to their pos t offices for forwarding to
po ints beyond . Thi s will be discussed whe n steamboa t, steamship and railroad
markings applied in New York sta te are th e sub ject of a later article .

The 116 Troy covers (104-5¢; 12-1O¢) provide a better than usual look at
the post offic e ope rat ion there. Stamps we re first received there August .'5, 1847,
with the ea rl iest use so far listed bein g a 5¢ cover, September 10.

Blu e was used for all postal markings th e entire four yea rs. Until February 7,
1848, a town mark wit h rate was used along with th e official 7 bar circular grid .
Anothe r 5¢ cover dated a few days later , Feb rua ry 14, 1848, has a town mark
without a rate whi ch was used as a canceller on that cover and gener ally th ere
after, th e town mark with rat e appare ntly being pressed into service onl y dur
ing busy times.

Figure 3. This I.II.r to Miss McKie in car. of Timothy Hoyle at Champlain may give anDther clue as to the
re mentle nature of th is correspondence.

On e correspondence to Miss Catherine ~IcKi e at So. Eas ton, New York, ap
parentl y .from an ardent suitor, accounts for 24 five cent covers with th e
first one dat ed November 20, 1848, and frequentl y th ereafter until January 24,
1850. Some times there is as littl e as th ree days between letters. One cannot help
wondering if th ese let ters stopped becau se the suitor retu rned to Troy, or
ther e was a we dding in early 1850, or a broken rom ance. The late Lester Down
ing in his ar ticle "A.F ind of Sixty 5¢ 1847 Covers" enabled us to relive th e cour t
ship, marriage and Love Story type of sad ending of th e Juli a Fuller-Samuel
Damon correspondence. I hope the McKi e affair (F igure 3) had a happy end
ing. Do es anyone know?

A 5¢ cover to Rochester postm arked May 2, with a blu e TROY & NEW
YORK STEAMBOAT in a rectangle can celling the sta mp has been expe rtised as
not genuine . A 1O¢ cover to Baltimore and a 51 one to Mon tville, New Jersey,
both dat ed May 3, likewise have similar fraudulent po stm ark s and postal mark
ings. The 1O¢ cover is illus tra ted in th e May 1974 Chronicle (No. 82).

Onl y 1200 10¢ stamps were received at Troy and 12 covers is a high per
cen tage to survive. This is acc oun te d for by eigh t addressed to Montrea l, all
mailed at the Hu dson River pier in New York but not postm ark ed until reach 
ing Troy. This pract ice is discussed at len gth in th e Fe bruary 1974 Chronicle,
"1847 Covers to Can ad a-Part IlL" .
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UTICA
Stamps of our first issue were received at the Utica Post Office on July :30,

1847, and the earliest known cove r was postm arked a few days lat er, Augus t 12.
During the entire four years, Utica used the ova l townmark (F igure 4) and 1
believe it is th e only post office to do so; certa inly the only large post office.

'1
I

j
I
I

Figure 4. The Utica Post Office used its Roman numeral rate marks indiscriminate ly as Clncelle". Her. both I
"V" and an "X" are used to cance l S¢ stamps . The tracings show the details of ea ch rate mark.

At no tim e did Utica use its oval townmark as a ca nce ller on th e 58 covers
(54-5¢; 4-1O¢) I list. Th e official 7 bar circul ar grid was used as a canc eller
from the first to th e last cover, which is postm arked Jun e 25, 1851. Occasionally,
the rate marks were pressed into service with the "Y" and the "X" b eing used in
discriminately as far as the denominat ion of the stamp is concern ed . (F igur e 4).

The subject of the next ar ticle will be postal markings on 1847 covers
from New York City.
ADDIT IONAL NEW YORK POSTMARKS
My thanks to Kenneth de Lisle, Herman Herst , Jr. , Walter Hubbard, Robert

Hutchinson, and R. H. Lounsbery for enabling me to expand to 60 the list of
post offices th at did not receive stamps from \Vashingt on but from which covers
are known . The seve n added ar e Aurora, Cherry Valley, Dep osit , Hudson,
Sharon Springs, and W alden , The May and August issues of the Chronicle re
port the other 53.

Of the 89 post offices that received stamps from Washin gt on , postmarks
ar e known from 54. No new ones have been reported since the Augus t Chronicle.
It seems to me that 5¢ covers should turn up postmark ed from Greenport
(5,200-5¢), Ell icottsville (2,700-5¢) and Herki mer (1,600-5¢) . W e are making
much progress but keep your lists to dat e an d keep ch ecking for new New
York state postmarks, then pl ease rep ort to me.
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
THE U.S. ONE CENT STAMP OF 1851-1861: 99R2

RYOHEI ISHIKAWA

One of the ra re positions of the 1851-1861 one cent stamp is 99H2 (Ty pe Il l ).
Plate 2 includes 199 Type I stamps and one 99R2 which is the finest example
of T ype III, with its wide breaks of the aliter curved frame lines. In addition,
it has a pronou nced double transfer.

Th e position is known both imperforate and perforated . Th e imperfora te
stamps are quite rar e. Th e best unu sed example appears in a unique com
plete right pan e from Plate 2 and the finest example on cover is the ex-New
bury cover illu strated in the Neinken book, figur e 13P, pa ge 185. (See figur e 1.)

c/!6dd C#
&

Figure I. The fine st example of pos ition 99R2 known o n cover. The stamp is obliterated wit h the scarce
New York "PAID " carr ier marking .

i. the Type III, show.
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Perforated copies are really rare. In all probabili ty, fewer than a dozen
used exist. In a well known collection there are three copies, one of which is
exceptiona lly well cen tered. T he ex-Newbury strip of thr ee, positions 98-99
100R2 (Ty pe II -Ill-I lI A), illustr ated by figur e 13\\', page 194, in the Neinken
book, is now in another spe cialized collec tion . (F igure 2.)

Perforated 99R2 is extremely ra re on cover. A single cop y, extremely
well centered, on cover , was sold in the 1975 Rob ert A. Siegel Auction Gal-

... ... ••••

•
••••
••

.... . , ~ .
•••••••
•••••
••

•

Figur e 3 . Posit ions 78·80 ; 88.90; 98. 100R2, includ ing the only reco rded unu•• d copy of 99R2.
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leries Rarity Sale for $16,000.00. Another cover with six singles from Plate 2,
one of which is 99R2, remains in one sp eciali zed collect ion, and Mr. Mortimer
Neinken recollects a th ird cover th at he has seen or heard of, in years past.
Specialists know of only one unused cop y. This is in the superb block of 9
illustrated in the Neinken book, figure 13X, page 19.5. This block changed own
ers at the March 1977 Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries Rarity Sale. The price
realized was $65,000.00. (Figure 3.)

Throu gh th e courtesy of the Philatelic Foundation, their records of sub
missions were checked. These records indicated that opinions on genuine
items totaled 40 imp erforate copi es. These were .32 singles, two in a pair , one in
a strip of 3, and four on cover . Th ese record s indicated no submission of any
perfo rated copi es. Th e extensive Ashbrook records at the Foundation were care
fully checked. There was a photograph of just one perfor ated cop y. Th erefore,
from all inform at ion availabl e, it is indica ted th at 99R2 perfora ted is much rarer
than the impe rfora te Type I (7RlE).

Does any one have more information on the perforated Y9R2? Th e author
would appreciate hear ing from you.
BAILEY SPRINGS, ALABAMA

At Chronicle 94:90 a cover submitte d
by James R. Kesterson was illustrat ed ,
which bore the stencil marki ng shown
here, tying a 3r,i 18.57 (S5). Your editor
jumped to th e conclusion that the word
group at the top reads "BAILEY &
PHINEAS," which was totally errone
ous. Members W. R. Dekay, L. H.
Lewis, and M. Clinton McGee all wrote
to point out tha t the wording is "BAI
LEY SPRT GS."

Pro fessor McGee, of the University of Alabama School of Law , also pro 
vided a most interesting background to the handstamp:

. .. the correct wording is not " BAILE Y & I'H I ~ L\S , " as surmise d. but " BAILEY
SPR INGS," loca ted o n Sho a ls Creek near Flor en ce. Alabama .

The spa flouri shed durin g th e yea rs 1845-60. During th e Civil War arm ies from
both sid es used th e springs as a camp si te. J oh n C. Bailey acq uired the principal tra ct
in 1834. By 1844 th e fame of it s cu ra tive effects ind uced visitors to flock th er e from
SI. Loui s. Lou isvill e, Cincinna ti. and Col umbus . Mississipp i. It is sa id th a t old photo
graphs showed a large ram bling two-storied fram e build ing. Old newsp ap er adve rtise
men ts ca lled a ttenti on to nearby stage coach rou tes th at passed with in easy reach.
O ther ads referred to a p riva te tra nsporta tio n system t ha t ra n from Florence to th e
spri ngs tha t connected with the ra ilroads and stea m boa t land ings.

Bailey man aged the springs unt il h is dea th in 18,,7. In 11\51\ th e springs. hou ses and
acreage wer e pu rch ased hy A. G. Ellis under the nam e of Ellis and Co . [wh ich a lso
appea rs on the subjec t stenci l] . W. P. Ell is op era ted th e resort , 1860-69. Therea fter a
number of fam ily cottages, a ha llroom and a tenpin a lley wer e added . During th e yel
low fever epide mic of 1872 many residen ts from Mem phis fled to the sp rings. It was
op era ted as a hotel , 1904-09. and fina lly sold to a limber com pa ny. As of 1964 it was
the Sadd le-N-Spur Aq uat ic Clu b. .

Bailey's Spr ings is listed in the Post O ffice Directol"\ for 11\59. a ltho ug h its po stma ster
is not ind ica ted . It seems reaso na ble that th e cover illus tra ted was postall y used some
time d u ring 1858-60. and th e post mas te r was prob abl y A. C . or W. P. Ell is.· In any
even t, it con stit ut es an in rcrest ing p iece of Anuri ran a a nd wha t mu st be a ra re post 
mark .

• A ver y good ded uct ion. The 1859 Federa l Register lists A. G. Ellis as postmas ter for
th ree quarters . with to tal com pensa tion of " '16.41.-Ed.
[Ed itor's note: A pa rtia l str ike of th is marking on a I¢ 1857 ap pear, as lot 852 (with pho to) in
Siegel's Nov , 2, 1977 sa le. wh ere it is described as "Steam boa t cancel ," The word above
"FLO RENCE" is defin it ely "~ear,' ·-S_ :\1.McD . ]
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GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER AND DAVID T. BEALS III

(Cont in ued fro m Chro n icle 9-1:H!I)

In the three preceding installments, we have attempted to cover the
postal history of th e fro ntier outfitting and trading towns of Missouri, an d we
turn now to Kansas.

Th e town of Kansas (Missour i) was named in 183U, when there was no
Kansas Terr itory an d few white settlers lived west of the Missour i sta te line.
The major Indian trib es livin g to the immediate west of the new town were the
Wyandottes, Shawnee, Osage, Kan zas, and -Delawar es. Th e Kansas (or Kaw)
River , which empties into the Missouri River at the town of Kansas, had been
named prior to 1839, presumably for the Kanzas Indi ans. Th us the town
preced ed both the territory an d sta te in point of time.

Beginning in 1825, various treat ies wit h the Indians were signed, moving
them west of the Missouri sta te line, into what was to become Kansas Territory.
The last of the tribes were moved in 1840. Th e Shawnee located south of th e
Kansas River in the area that lat er b ecam e Johnson County. The Wyandottes
and Delawares settled north of that river. In ] 830 a Methodi st mission was' estab
lished on th e Shawnee Reservation at the present site of Turner by the Rev.
Thomas Johnson . It soon outgrew its first qu arters and was moved to its
present site (now in the town of Fairway) southwes t of Kansas City. .Several
very substantial brick buildings, which now constitute a museum and state park,
were erected th ere in the 1840s. John son Coun ty, organized in 1854, was named
for Rev. John son, who cont inued to run the mission un til he was murdered by
bu shwhack ers in 1865.

By 1838 Cyprian Chotea u had ope ned a trad ing post on the west side of
the Missouri River (north of the Kansas River). It was here th at Lt. John C.
Fremont outfitted his expedition to the West in 1842. Although Chase and
Cab een in Th e First Hu ndred Years of Unite d Sta tes T erritorial Postmarks
sta te, at page 202, th at the town of Kansas City, Kansas, was established on
this site in 1843, we are confiden t that the ref erence should have been to the
Indian village which was later nam ed Wyan dotte, Kansas City, Kansas, was
not organized until 1885.

With the passage of the Kansas- Iebraska Act, the stage was set for th e
blo ody bord er wa r th at was fou ght intermittan tly for the next decade along
the Kansas-Missour i bord er. The Act provided that the residen ts of th e new
territories would decide wh ether thev would have a free or slave state. At th e
time Kansas Territory was orga nized in 1854, there were not more than 800
white sett lers in the entire area. Pro-slavery groups in Missouri imm ediately b e
gan sending settlers across the bord er to insur e that Kansas would come into
th e Union as a slave sta te. At the same time the New E ngland Immigrant Aid
Society was founded in Massachusetts, and th at group and oth ers began sending
in settlers from the East for the purpose of organizing a free sta te. _

The firs t Territorial Covernor, Andrew H. Reed er of Penn sylvan ia, was ap
pointed on June 29, 1854, and the first session of the territorial legislature was
held at the Shawn ee Mission in Johnson County . Pro-slavery forces from
Missouri initially ga ine d control of the gove rnment. Wi th the shipme nt of arm s
to the Yankee immigrants by the New England Immi grant Aid Society in
th e Spring of 1855, guerrilla wa rfa re broke out in earne st. The border war
between Kansas and Missouri and the civil wa r with in Kansas polarized political
beliefs, with th e result that most town s in Kansas Territ ory becam e known as
either pro-slavery or free sta te in sentime nt. By the winter of 1858-59 the free
sta te faction had subs ta ntia lly won the local civil war , and Kansas was ad
mitte d to the Union as a free sta te on Janu ary :29, 1861.

WYAN DOTTE

Locat ed on the -north bank of the Kansas River where it joins the Missouri,
thi s site was purchased by the W yandotte Indi ans from the Delawar es in 1842.
The Wyandottes wer e a civili zed tribe, who thu s began the first perm anent non-
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military settlement in what was to become the State of Kansas. It was conside red
southern in sen time nt dur ing th e border war.

In 1852 th e Wyandotte India ns attempted to form a provisional territorial
government, and elected Abelard Gu thrie as thei r delegate to Congress. Guthrie
was married to the daughter of a 'Wyandotte chief; his mother was a Shawnee .
Congress refus ed to seat the new delegate inasmuch as no territorial govern 
ment had yet been authorized .

The Wyandotte post office was opened on October 8, 185.5, but the town
site itself was not form ally surveye d until March , 1857. Th e delay in the sur vey
and sale of town lots was caused by the United Stat es govern ment, which did
not issue its land patents to the Indians until February, ] 857, even though th ey
had been gra nted citi zenship by a treaty of January 3] , 1855. On Janu ary 29,
1859 , th e town of 1,256 inhab itants became a city.

Between 1854 and ]856 th ere was considerable stea mboa t traffi c on th e
Kansas River between Wyandotte, Lawrence, Topeka and Fo rt Riley, notably
by th e Steamboat Exce ll, a "staunch" littl e vessel of 79 ton s with a dr aft of
two feet. River traffic declined afte r thi s date, possibly becau se of improved
roads. In 1864 the state legislature declared the river unnavigabl e and authorized
railroads to dam or bridge it without restrict ion.

In 1863 the Kansas Pacific Rail Road Co. (later absorbed by the Union
Pacific) started west from Wyandotte, reaching Topeka in 1866 and Denver
in 1870.
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T he various po stm asters at Wyandotte could not
minds as to how th e town's name sho uld be spelled:

l' rncing Sha pe
S I/ln bet 6' Siu:

I 111'

WYAND OT /D /KAN
\\, YANI>OT T Ej l>/K i\ x
\\' , 'an d o l te Ks/ D
W \ 'ANDOTT E/ Tl/ K,\ S

,,;""

" , J
'h\.Q..~'-Q-.; ~O~~,"~'_

!Y\p Co lt (J rn.~" ~~N\A.h h.\ l

Fig ure 1. An "i ntermediate" townmark from Wyandotte, Ipelling the name without the final " E".

QUINDARO

"

Figur. 2, This townmark w.. probably homemade ; at la..t it .mbodi.s an .Iph.bet whoso styl. has not b.en
noted by the authors in any other handstamp of the period ,
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T racing SIUltJe
Earliest &- Latest D ates of UseWord ing N u m ber &- Size Co lor

Quindaro D J ms Black May 9. J85x (Used with 3¢
1851. 52)

QUl ND ARO /msD / K.T . 2 c-30 Black j an , 18. 185x 10 July 5. l857
QVl ND ARO./msD/K.T . 3 c-32 Black Aug . 10, 1857 10 Au g. 25, l858
QUI NDARO ./msD / K.T. 4 r-c-31 Bla ck July 14. 185x (Used with 3<;

1851. 52)
3.;Quindaro K.T./D ms Black J an . 3. 185x (Used with

18:'7, 55)
QUlNDARO /D /Kan . .~ c-34 Black Exact year dates unknown .

Used with 3¢ 1857, 55 and 3¢
1861.

Quindaro Kan /D Vr 11 ITl S Black May 9, l861

1 2

_ ~ D -<1 ~

~~ .0
~

-l:.t- .~ •

:3 Ii 5

6

Following the organization of Kansas Territory, th e free sta te force s found
they did not have proper access to the Missouri River , since all river towns
were southern in th eir sympa thies. A site was found about six miles upstream
from the mouth of th e Kaw, which provided a good landing. This site (just
west of present 18th Street, Kansas City, Kansas) was purchased from the
Wyandotte Indians by Abelard Guthrie and was nam ed for his wife Quindaro.
The town was laid out in late 1856, ground wa s broken in early 1857, and the
post office was opened on M ay 14 of that year. In addition to being a fre e
state town, Quindaro was also a temperance town, liquor being banned. In
1858 a free ferry was established to Parkville, Missour i, and th e town became
the major port of entry for free state imm igrants. By June, 1858, the population
exceede d 1,000.

With the coming of the Civil War , most .. of the men joined the U.S. Army
and man y of th eir families returned East. Quindaro went into a rapid decline
242 Chronicle 96 ! Nove mbe r 1977 / Vol. 29. No. ::I



Figure 3. From the same correspondence a l in Figure 2. The townmark has loaf ib rim; th. on ly r.corded .xlmple .

from which it never recovered following its rough handling by Col. Davis and
the 2d Cavalry at the beginning of the War. By the mid-1860s it was a ghost
town.

ITo be concluded)
Paying over Scott Catalog

for u.S. Singles

OG, V.F. and better

Dial 800/225-6276 toll free

"The
Collectors'
Auctioneer"

SIMMY/S
148 State St.

Boston, Mass. 02109
Ch ronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29. No .3
COVERS

U.S.-FOREIGN

For ove r 30 years we have had one
of the largest stoc ks of cover s in the
world. Se lections are sent on an ap
prova l basis per a want list, togethe r
wi th satisfac tory ref e re nces .

GOOD STOCK OF

U.S. STAMPS, TOO

BUYING: We are alw ays inte rested in
buying all categories of stamp s &
covers w hethe r they be sing le rarit ies
or co llecti on s.

William O. Bilden
A.P.S. P.O. BOX 24026

EDINA, MINN. 55424

ASDA
243



THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
BLACK JACK BISECTS - AN UPDATE
JOSEPH F. RORKE, R.A. 1095

Covers illustrating the use of fractional parts of stamps for postag e continu e
to form a popular section of any postal histor y collection, although such use
was never authorized by law. A Post Office Departm ent circular dated 10
Novem ber 1853 sta ted: "If the stamp be cut off, or separated from the en
velope on which it was made, th e legal value of both is destroyed; neither
does the law authorize the use of parts of postage stamps in prepayment of
postage." On the other hand, such use was not declared illegal until the 1873
edition of th e Post al Laws and Regulations, Section 402, which stated : "Frac
tional parts of postage stamps cannot be recognized in prepayment of post
age . . . ."

As a result of this ambiguity it remained for th e local postmaster to accept
or deny the validity of such use, examples of both ruli ngs bei ng known. In
1939 Elliott Perry sta ted in his Pat Paragraphs No. 37 th at the 2¢ Black Jack
Splits, as he liked to call th em, largely originated from small towns due to a
shortage of 1¢ stamps resultant from the reduction of the drop letter ra te
from 2¢ to 1¢ (Act of March 1865) at post offices where there was no carrier
service. This statement is supported by the study being presented here.

Figur. l. Th. Col. c1assif icl 
tle n of blsec,"d Black Jlcks.

b1 b2
c1

c2

An excellent chapter on the bisects appeared in The Black Jacks of 1863-67
by Maurice F . Cole who mentions his list of forty-odd covers bearing bise cts,
illustrating many of th em. He suggests a classification of the various possible
bisec ts whi ch has been used in the preparation of this stu dy, and which is

illustrated in Figur e 1. Another discussion is included in Maryette B. Lane's
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The Harry F . Allen Collecti on of Black Jacks. Willi am H. Weiss, Jr., main tained
a list of Black Jack bisects for some years; however, limited coopera tion from
fellow collectors brought thi s effort to a sta nds till. Rich ard B. Graham wrote of
"Bisec ted Stamp s; Th e Postal Laws an d Regul ati ons" in Th e A merican Philatelist
Classics Corner of Janu ary 1974. The seve ra l studies on bisects of oth er stamps
which have appeared in th e literatur e ha ve little di rect bearing on this study .

These earlier records and a review of auction ca ta logs form th e background
for a fr esh look at th e use of bi sected Black Jacks. A most generous response
was received from both collectors and dealers who havc sha red their knowledge
and covers. Special thanks go to the Phil at elic Found ation for their assistance
in thi s research and to th e Sup erior Stamp an d Coi n Co. for their splendid co
operat ion in allowing the author to study the \ Vorden Collec tion. Fortunately,
the Miller Collection in the New York City Public Library was seen prior to its
being burglarized.

Tab le I is a listing of the results of thi s study . The listing is by the type
of split as given in th e Cole Classification of Fi gure 1, and by the identification
of th e stamp.

Th e columns headed "Origin," "De stination," and the da te an d whethe r
the split was tied, ar e obvious. Unde r "Rema rks," and "Source," I have at
tempted to give information rela tive to the "p edi gree" of each of these covers.

A total of 133 covers and "on piece" items are noted in th is list ing. Although
the author does not imply any opinions as to the validity of these items, no
cover was included whic h is kno wn to have been declared "not genuine use"
by one of the acce pted philatelic expe rtiza tion services . Cov ers such as the
well known Manchest er , Md ., correspondence would seem to lend authen ticity
one to anothe r. In ge nera l, however , the prospective buyer should exercise a
critical eye before adding any bisect cover to his collection. A case in poin t,
in pr ivat e corr espondence with Mortimer L. Neinken who sta ted: "Out of
cur iosity I checked through the Jackson (Scott # 73) bisect covers which ha d
been submitted to the F oundat ion. In the last th irt y vears 76 covers have been
submitted. Certificates have been issue d sta ting that in the opinion of the
Fo unda tion only 29 of these are genuine . .. there mav he more covers be cause
J did not think about check ing the grilled stamps."

Fig ure 2. A deliberate ly faked Blade Jack bisect cover, made to demonstrate how fake s may be manufactured.
As this cover shows, bisected stamps on ( over s are preferably tie d across the spli t, but it is also obvious that
ge nuine bisects can ex ist no t so t ied , (Fro m photo fi les of the late Hen ry A. Meye r).

To illust rate th e point fur ther, F igure 2 shows a cove r that originally bore
two Black Jacks, th e upper half of th e lef t han d stamp bein g some what dam

ITeXI co n t in ued on p age 253)
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.1. Winc hes ter , Va. Ch arlesto wn, W . Va .
:i , Pa lmy ra. Pa . No rristown, Pa.
G, (Leavenwor th , Kan .) St. Louis . Mo.

Siegel 353, lot 524
Rork e cal l.
Miller call .
Meroni 4, lot 1412

Meroni 4, lot 1417
H . R . Hanner 7/1 9/7 7, #1 83
H . R. Ha rmer 10/1 /69, #206

Source

Wo rden coll.
McClell an coIl.

•
•
•

Miller coIl.
All en coll ., fig. 26
Siegel 426 , lot 1047

Sto low 6/1 9/73 , # 31
•
•

Col e, fig. 42
Weiss
Siege l 366, lot 807
Allen coli ., fig. 27
Miller coll .
• (Sou rce unknown)
Knapp lot 2782
Siege l 391, lot 64

•

Lawr . & Stry ker 132, lot 199
Rorke coll .
H arm er/Hessel 3, #410
Worden coll .
Siegel 326, lo t 1172
Rorke coll.

+
+
+
+
+
+

+
+
+o

+o
-+
+
+
+
-+
+
+

+
+
+
.I-

+
+
+++

Photo

+
+
+

"invert ed " +
+
+
+

I ¢ d ro p
I¢ d rop

R emarks

I¢ d ro p
I¢ drop
I¢ drop
Pat. cover , bis.
Front

Fwd. by St. Louis with
pe ncil "due 3"

" D UE I " handstamp
ex Ste phe n Brown
O n p iece only

I¢ d ro p , ex Matthies
2¢ d rop, ex Davidson

Detail s unknown , ma y be
same as # 3.
Stamps inverted

Stamps in verted
O n pi ece on ly
E. B. Ster li ng find
Sta mps inv erted

#63
Pa rt. sev, hor . #73

VeT. unsev , ;#73
HoT. LInSeI'. #73
Hor. LI nSeI'. #73

HoT. LInSeI' . #73
# 73
HoT. unsev. # 73
Ver. u nsev. #73
Ho r. u nsev . :!tZ~
HoT. unsev. :#: I ~
Hot'. u nsev. #73
VeT. unsev. #73
HoT. un sev. # 73

Sev . #73
HoI'. unsev. . #73
HoT. unsev, #73

Sev, #73
H oT.unsev. #73
Ver. unsev . #73
Sev. #73

TABLE I
T ied By Used with

Blk 5 ring tgt .
Blk 5 ri ng tg t.
Blk cone . rings

BJk CDS
Blk CDS
Blk 4 ring tg t.

Blk tgt .
Blk circu lar
Indist in ct CDS

ens
CDS
Blue qtt'. cork
Circ. b lk grid
CDS, tg ts .
Targets
Pen cancels

CDS
Blk 4 ring tg t.
Blk tg ts. Ver t. unsev. #73
ens HoT. unsev. #73
Pen cancels Hot'. unsev. -:t:73
Broken ri ng tgt. H ot'. u nsev. #73
Seg_ co rks Sev . #73, damaged
CDS Ver. unsev. #73
CDS Hal'. unsev. #73

Blk tg ts.
Blk tg ts.
Blk tgts .
nIk tg ts .
Blk CDS
T argets
Ll lk CDS
CDS &: tg ts.
Pen ca ncel,

no t tied

11 1-14-( 6)

Ju --
Oct tl 'G5
Mar 3 .
(Ma r 3 '66)
April 13
Nov9 -
Sep 2.5-

Ma r 8 
Apr2G -

- 21 
J an 21 
Mar2 -
Jan 19 (66)
Feb I (?) 
Apr 1-
May 10 (66)

J a n · 
Dec 10 
Ia n 28 -

Date

J a n II
Fe b 1 -
Mar 7 
Ma r 10 
Mar 25 .
Apr5 
Jul 5 (67)

Jan 101 870

Philipsburg, Pa.
Dell ville . Pa .
Easton, Pa.
McCounell sburg, Pa .
Rai lroad , Pa.
Rail road, Pa .
Harrisburg, Pa .

Harrisburg. Pa .

Rail road, Pa .
Rail road , Pa .
Rail ro ad , Pa .
Railroad , Pa .

Desti nat ion

Wob u ru , Mass.
Bethleh em , Pa .
I ron Hill, Pa .
Huntingt on , Pa .
Col umbia . Pa .

Lyons , Ohio
Quin cy, Pa .
Rail ro ad , Pa .

Che lsea . Mass.
Huntingt on , Pa .
Burlington , Ind .

Shrevesburg. Pa.
Pittsburgh , Pa.

Alfred . Me.

Origin
7:3 al

I . Lyon s, O hio
2. Quincy, Pa .
3. Manchester . Md.
~a . Manchester , Md .

7. Newto n. Pa .
8, - Pa.
9. -

,3 a2
I . Man chester. Md .
2. Man chester , Md .
~ . Manchest er, Md .
.1. Manchester . Md .
:i . Palmyra. Pa.
I) . Ma rysvill e , Pa ,
7. Butler . Pa .
8. Whit e Creek, N .Y.
9. Benv enue. Pa . (m s)

73 a3
I. Woburn , Mass.
2. Bethlehem . Pa .
3. Coo pe rsburg. Pa .
4. Har ri sburg (?). Pa .
5. Bell view, Ohio (rns)
6. Leit er sburg, Md.
7. Ba lt imore. Md .
8.
9.

73 a4
I . Philipsburg, Pa .
2. Dell vill e. Pa.
3. Easton , Pa.
-I. Em rnaville, Pa.
r>. Man ch ester . Md .
6. Manch ester, Md .
7.
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Bru sh ey Pra iri e , Ind . :\Iar I 1871 Tgts., not t ied Sev. # 73

R orke coli .

"filler co li.
Cole, fig . 48

All en coIl.

•

Moo re co ll .
Siegel 4RO, lo t 107
"lcClell a n coIl.

•

•

W ord en coil.
W eiss
Apfe lbau m 402. lot 77

Xeinken coil.

W orden coil.

Cole , fig. 47
•

Co le , fig. 46

Rorke co Il.
Co le, fig . 44

•

W eiss
"filler cal l.
H orner co Il.

All en co il. , fig. 22
weiss
W orden co Il.
Siege l 441, lo t 164

+

+
+

++
+
+

..j..

+
+
+

, .j...

6
+
+

+o
+
+
o
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+
..j..

Mat ch ing inks , no t ie

Post ma rks # 12 &: 13
sa me handwrit in g

Bisect added to replace
non -accept ed 1<'

Prepaid 21¢ Fr. m ail
via H avre

Circled "Due I "

Dam aged sta mps ."= cover
Indist inc t CDS ; date &:

origin from cont en ts

Origina l find considered
gen u ine

Fron t
Don h ie first class

Stam ps invert ed
"" al' be same as item # 16

I e d rop
1(' d rop
I e d rop
Straigh tlin e " Due 2"

Sev, #73
ScI'. #73
ve-. u nsev, #73
H oI'. un sev. #73

H or. unsev. #73

Ver. unsev. #73

H or. un sev. #73

ScI' , #73
Sev . # 73
HoI'. u nsev . #B

Sev. #73
ScI'. # 73
Sev. #73

H or. u nscv , # 73
Sev . #73, #63
H or. pa rt. scv.

# 73, damaged
Sev. # 73
H or. un scv. #73

Sev. # 73
ScI'. # 73

Sev, # 73

tgt.

not

corks Sev, # 73; I It
1851 type V

Hor. unsev. # 73
Sev. #73
H or. unsev. # 73

Blk tgt s.

T arget
Target
Blk tgts.
Pen can ce}, no t

ti ed
Pen ca n .. ink

sm udge
Targets

CDS, hlk
Ta rget
Pen ca n ..

ti ed
CDS, cu t

Blk tgt.
T arge t
Blk q t r . cork
CDS ties

sta mps on lv
B1k tgt.
Blk tgts.
Pen ca nce ls

Pen ca nce ls
Pen ca n .. not

tied
Blk cork
:\Is pmk

J un e 11 66 ens. cu t cork Ver . pI' IO¢ 1861

Feb 2
Feb 8 
Feb 26 IRfi(i

Dec 27 69

Ap r 19 ·
A pI' 26
Au g 17

J u l 13 (72)
Oc t 10 
Dec I (?)
n« 21 69

:" 0\' 15

Sep ;j 1867
Sep 9 18li7
Sep 19 1863

(?)
ScI' 23

J un 20 ·
j ul 5 ms in

CDS
j ul 25 .
ScI' 2 (64)

May 9 · Blk tgt s.
" lay IO(?) · CDS .
Jun 17 · Ta rge ts

lJ n ter -En tfelden,
Swit z,

Rail road , Pa .
H a rr isburg. Pa .

Phi ladel p hia . Pa .

Eas to n , Pa .

Little Fall s. N .Y.

Hun tin gton . Pa .

M on ument, Mass.
M onumen t , Mass.
Greenwich . Con n .

N.Y.

Phi lad elphia, Pa .
Gra nd View , Pa .
Xcwpo in t , Ind .

Coopers town , ;'II .Y. Oct 26 (1864) Blk l!~t.

- L, Decatur Co ., Ind . - - - Blu e tgt.
K no wc rsv ill e . N.Y. (Oct 2 1R(3) In k sm udge

Woodstock, Vt.
Cha tha m Corner s,

;'II .Y.
Wat er ford. N .Y.
Wat erford , ;\i.Y.
Tioga . Pa .

Ypsi lanti , Mi ch .
Phi lad elphia, Pa .

..\ Ifred . Me.

Burkettsville, Md.
" 'cst Corn wa ll. v.,
Beverly, W . Va .

5. ;'II ew London, Md .
fi. :\Iooresfo rks. N .Y.
7. Overfield. W.V a .

(ms)
8. Ashley Falls, "lass.

I:L 1I"'H' l'IlU C, Pa , (ms)

I I!. ;\ie'\' York , N.Y.

22. Reed svill e. Pa ,

9. Gumrrec, Pa .
10. Shi rleysbu rg. Pa .
II . Manch ester. l\fd .
12. Bcn vcnue, Pa . (rns)

fl . Harrisburg, Pa ,

19. "Iil ford , ;'II .Y.
20. Vermi lio n , lll .
2 1. (W ash ington , D .C.)

14 ,

73 hI
I. Monument . Ma ss.
2. Monument , Mass.
:1. Green wich, Co nn .
4. Stat e Lin e, Mass .

9. Wilmore. Pa .
10. Blood y Run , Pa .
I I. - . l1l.

12 . O na nduga. Mich .
1!1. Salisbury (?) , Conn .

14. Eas t Bethel. Vt .
Jr,. Boston Co rner,

N.Y. (ms)
Hi. Hud son , N.Y.
16a . H udson , N.Y.
I i. Clarks Green , Pa .
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27. Loc h She ld ra ke. N .Y. POri J ervis. :-.I .Y.

24. Richmondville. N .Y. Alba ny. N .Y.
2,. . New ·. Pa . Fra nk lin. Pa .

Oct 6 . (rn s) Pen cance ls

Sev . # 73 Bisect dam aged

# 73b I . 73b2 Bisect attach ed to 73b2

Source

Rorke coli .

Western Auct. 6/ 2/77. #91

Siegel 189. lot 534
•

Storch

+
+
+
+
+

Ph otoR em arksUset l u/it li

Hor. unsev . # 73
da maged

Hor. unsev. #73
Hor. unsev. #73

Tied by

Blk tgt s.
Bor der ed eire.

gri d
Blk gri d ti es

sta mps only
CDS. open

cross

Date

· 11 ·
- 25 .

Jun 8 (69)

Dest inati on

Pu tnam . N .Y.

Alfred . Me.

2IJ. Brad for d . VI.

Origin

23. Watertown . Tenn.

7 :~ b2
O. 3('(' item # 27 on 73 b l list
I . - l.aP ort e . Pa . •

Miller coil.

Siegel 441. lot 165
•
•
•

•

Harmer /Hessel 2. #522
Weiss

Gregg coil.

Word en colI.

Worden coil.

•
Siege l 503. lot 273

Siege l 422. lot 198

Allen. fig. 28
Mcroni 4. lot 1411

Worden coIl.
H erzog coll.

•
o

+
+

+
+
-+
o

+
+
+
+
+
+
+
+o

+
+
+
+

:\[ay be same as # 16.
73bl list

"latch othe r cove rs same
corr.

Circ. " Due 2"

O n piece

O n piece

Hor . un sev, #73

Unsev, # 73

Hor. unsev. #73

2(' enti re. di e IV

Hor. uu sev, #73
Sev, # 73

Scv , #73

Sev. #73
Hor. un sev. # 73

H or. u nsev. # 73
2nd stam p missing
Sev. #73. da m .
Hor. un sev. #73
Sev. # 73

not H oI'. un sev. #73

Ho r. un ser. #73
Hor. u nsev. #73
Hor. u nsev. #73

Bullseye tgt . H or. un sev. #73

Prn ca n ., not
ti ed

Ci rcled
" PAID "

T gt. t ies
stamps only

Tgts ,

Cork smudges H or, unsev. # 73

Aug 8 64

CDS. cross
roads

Feb 4 (1867) Blk tgt ., fancy
Feb 11 · Blk tgt s. tie

stamps on ly
Feb 17 · Blk tgt.
Feb 30 66 (?)COS
~I - 27 - Target
Apr I - Ms pen
Apr 10 (I869)Pen can .. not

t ied
Tgts.
Blk tgt.

Aug 28 

Sep 5 1867

Sep 26

Oct II

J u l 110 -

j u l 15
Jul25

l.and Lake. R.l.

Oa k Hill . O hio

(jan 4 f>6) Ci rc , gr id,
t ied

J an 16 . CDS
Birmingh am, Conn. Ja n 17 . Blk tgts.
Reiden ba chs Store . J an 19 (m s) Target

Pa . in CDS
Jan 20

Easton. Pa .
:\ 1for d (?). Mass.

Alfred . Me.
Fra nk lin , Pa

West in gton vill e (?) .
N.Y.

Reidenbachs Sto re.
Pa .

Wa terford. :-.I .Y.

Ge ttys burg, Pa .

Ho lly. N .Y.
Burl ington. VI.
An gola . N .Y.
Ca rt hage. N.Y.

Ii. Reedsvill e. Pa .
7. Sta te Lin e. Mass.

2. Ne wark. N .J. (?)
3. Ne w Pr eston . Co nn .
.!. Ba in br id ge , Pa .

:i . Man chester . Tenn .

I ii . Hu dson . N.Y.

17. Ba inbridge. Pa .

8. East Poultnev, VI.
9. Wa sh in gton . ' O.C.

10. Hammonton. N.J.
I I . H ubbard. Ohi o
12. Ga rd nersv ille, N .Y.

In. Eas t Cla re ndo n. VI.

19. Holmesville. Ohio
(ms)

20. Nort h Greenb ush .
:'II.Y .

111. Ca be ll C. H .. W .Va.
14. Ne ll' W flmin gton,

Pa .
15. Green Mount . Pa .
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Ap r 17 1865 Pen strokes
Augl 7 Cu t cork

(\868)

Oct 1 - Cut cor k
Dec 19 1897 Flag cancel
(Dkt Aug 4) Pen , not tied
Sep 16 (1865) Fancy cork
Dec 27 . Blk CDS, tgt.

Siegel 353. lot 52221. Lancaster , Pa.

22. Mil ford. N.Y.

23, Amsterdam . N.Y.

24,
25.
21). Reedsville , Pa .

73c1
I. Palmyra , N.Y.
2. Greenwich . Conn.

3. (Deca tu r)

4. Whites T anne ry . Pa .
5.

6. M5 town (ill egib le)
7. Manchester . Md .
8. Man ch ester , Md.
9. Man chester. Md.

10. Glenmore, N.Y. (ms)
II.

n c2
I . New London. Conn.
2. Camde n , N.].
3. -
4. New Orlean s. La.
:i . Manchester. Md .

Harrisburg, Pa .

Cooperstown . N.Y.

Sou th Egremont,
Mass.

Lancaster . Pa .
Corru na, Mich .
Easto n, Pa .

Palmyra. N.Y.
Greenwich , Conn.

Decatur. -

Parad ise Vall ey. Pa .
Nl'w York . N.Y.

Rai lroad. Pa .
Railroad . Pa .
Rai lroad , Pa .
Orange. Mass.
Luthersburg, Pa .

New London, Conn .
Chicago. III.
Wa shington. Pa.
Balt imore, Md .
Railroad . Pa .

Oct 30 1863

Oct 28
(\865)

Nov 19 .

(:\ o \' 20 (0)
Dec - .

Apr 22 ·
(Aug II

1866)
Au g 30 67
Sep 28 ·
Oct 15 ·
Oct 16 .
Nov 27 1867

Box ed neg.
PAID

Tgts. tie
stam ps only

Un bord, eire.
grid

Pen. cancels
Cork smud ges
Target

lJ nbord . eire.
grid

CDS
Pen cancels

Ms pmk
Blk tgt.
Blu e tgt.
Blk tgt.
Pen cancels
Fan cy cork

Hor . un scv, #73

Hor. un sev. #73
with 12h2
(2 sets)

Hor. u nse v, # 73

Hor . un sev. #73
Hor. un sev. #73
Sev, #73

Sev. #73
Sev, # 73

Vcr. u nsev. #73
Sev , # 73
H or. un sev. #73
Ver. unsev , #73
Ver. unsev, #73
Ver. unsev, #73

Ver. uns ev. #13
Sev , #73
Sev, # 73

Paying 2x letter rate

Same corres. as #6
above

I¢ drop
Iedrop

I¢ drop

Front
Front

I¢ drop
Third class

+

-+

+
+o

o
o

-+
+
+
4

+
-l-

+
+
+

+
-I-

+
-I-

+

Moore col I.

..

....
All en . p. 22

Ezra Cole
Worden coIl.

..
Cole. fig. 43..
Siegel 441. lot 166
Lawr. & Stryker 132, lot 97
Rorke coli.
Rorke coli.
Rorke coli ...

....
Kened i 78. lot 197
Harmer/Hessel 3. #412
Worden coli .

Eaton Rapids. Mich . Oct J(j 1869 Pen can cels

I ¢ drop; state pat. cover +

115B c1
I , North Au relius,

Mich. (ms)

87 a4
I . Springfield. Vt.

87 hi
I . - ster. Ten n.
2, Ph iladelphia . Pa .

Spring fie ld , Vt.

Lvvi lle, E, T enn.
Willow Grove, Pa .

Feb _.
~rar 26 .

Ver. unsev. #85B

T arget

Fancy cork Sev , # 87
CDS. pumpkin Sev . # 87

head

Cor k ties stamps on ly

+

+
+

Rorke coli.

Siege l 353, lot 524
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Origin Destin ati on Date Tied by Used with R emarks Ph oto Sour ce

3. Leesburg, Va. - J ul 28 - Blk q tr. cork Sev. # 87 -l- Siegel 358, lot 285
-1. Bolto n, Conn . East Haddam . Conn . x ov 26 · Target Hor. unsev. #87 + Siegel 426, lo t 1058
5. '- , Pa. - - - - IIlk tgt . Hor. unsev. # 87 Photo indistinct + Siegel 503, lot 317A

87 b2
I. Easto n. W. Va . Sansa ba , T ex . ~1 a y 19 - Pen cancels Sev. #87 + •
~ . - Hunt ington . Pa. - - - Blk tgt. sev. #73 (de fect.) + W orden coll,

87 c2
I. Green wich , Conn . Greenwich , Conn. J an 7 (1869) Blk cut cor k I¢ d rop + Siege l 503, lot 318

9:J a l
I. Newlon, Pa. Phi lade lph ia . Pa . Ap r 16 (Dkt) Blk tgts. Ver . unsev, # 93 HI. stra igh tl ine DUE I + Rorke ca ll .

93 a2
I. T err e Hill , Pa . West Ear l. Pa. J an 18 1809 Pen . no t tied Hor. un sev, # 93 + Wolf coll.

93 a3
I. Boiling Springs. l' a . Boili ng Spr ings, Pa . - 8 · CDS Ic' drop +

93 a4
I. Shir levsburg. Pa. Academ ia , Pa. .\1a r 6 · Blk tg t. Hor. un sev. # 93 + F. Wa nderer 7/ 15/73, lot 7

93 bI
I. Wi nch ester . T en n. - Feb 2 - Blk geom . cork Sev. #93 + Siegel 338. lot 663
2. :"lew London, Md . Bur ket tsvill e. Md . Feb 2 · Tgts. Sev. #93 + •
:1. Chicago , Il l. Leave nwort h Ci ty. Oct 17 - Cork Sev. #93 Corne r card +

Kan .
.1. -- . I'a , Montrose, Pa . - - - Target Hor. uns ev. #93 +

93 b2
I. .\\" -SI Pla ins.- I ill S) Au burn Mill s (?) , J an I 1869 Pen cancel Hor. un sev. # 93 +

Pa.
2. Ma rin (?) City. - W inon a , Minn . 16 J an 69 Pen cancel Hor. un sev, # 93 +

(ms)

93 c1
I. - Sh oo N.Y. - . - Pen . bord , Ver. unsev . # 93 +

circ . gr id .
2. Cascade , Iowa Du buque, Iowa Mar 20 - T arget Vcr. unsev. #93 -l- Cole , fig. 45
:1. Loogo otee. Ind Salem. Mass. Apr 12 Blk tgt. Vcr. unsev, #93 2x firs t class rate +- Wo rd en ro ll.

(1869) & #94

93 e2
I . M OllO \\, . Oh io :\( OI T O W . Ohio - -- Target Ie drop + Siegel Rarity 1975. lot 89



Figuro 3. A diagonal bi.oct (a4) from tho Monchostor, Md.,.Roilrood, Po., corrospondonco.

Figuro 4. A horizontal b i.oct (cl) from the Evorhart correspondenco. Comparo with figure J .

J . SM.I T H 4< 0
~ . 0.,

BAllKER!, BROJOlR!

.i' "

R".~:~:~~.' ~ ~; S~~~ f P4l4
/t: 0 )t: h "

If "44. «-.Hel) ~n withill t..n tl.,. :
1~tQrD W

Figure 5 . From Newtown, Pa. Bisect not accepted and cover rated 1t due .
Chronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29, No. 3 251



/;1
"r' I ' ' r' ./

I

Figu.e 6. Diagonal bisect usad to pay d.op I."a••ata at OoUvilla, Pa.

e.

Figu.e 7. Diagonal bisect used with 1861 It on d.op I."•• a' Qu incy , P• .

1 _ .. ( • •\'

1- .... ,..
\ =.. ,1;>.
, ot4... J
~_.Y

.;
. J

(

t: J \

~.

...
Figur. 8. Cover from loch Sheldrake, N.Y., .howing use of three Black Jack "I plih ," 'w o be ing re lained on
,h. cover to meke a full stamp.
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aged. In th at state it was perfectly genuine in every way, probably being a
one cent overpayment.

To demon strate how easy it was to fake a hisected cover of this sort, the
late Henry A. Meyer removed the top half of th e damaged stamp and photo
graphed the result. How ever, he did not pro vide a tie by adding a cork killer
acro ss the top of the split, and oth er precautions wer e taken so that this
cover never reached the mark etplace in the state shown.

Flgu r. 9. A composlt.
close-up showing de
teils of split en d r.
(oined stemp of f igu re
B. Not. that the re
ioined "lImp il cern 
posed of the helves of
two differ e nt stamps.

Items listed under the same number in any major group, such as #73al
#3 and # 3a, are probahly the same cover and are counted as one item. Table II
tabulates a br eakdown according to Black Jack varieties and typ e of bisect.
Represented are 87 cities from 18 states. The greatest singl e source is the group
of 12 covers from Manchester, Md. , to George P. Everhart, Rail Road, York Co .,
Pa., all of which bear the ungrill ed Black Jack b isected either dia gonally or
hori zontally, and tied by black or blu e target (F igures 3 and 4). Three cities
originated three covers each; 9 cities, two covers each; 75 cities, one cover
each ; and 19 covers cannot be identified as to th e city of origin. Only six of
these covers wer e not accepted by the local postmasters as fully prepaid
(Figure 5 shows one ), two being assessed a one cent penalty in addition to the
one cent postage not accepted. On e cover shows th e bisect added to replace a
1¢ demonetized 1851 stamp (see 73bl #18).

A breakdown into class of mail shows the follow ing: 1¢ Drop-17 (as in
Figure 6); 2¢ Drop-l (Figure 7); 3¢ First Class- lID; 2 x 3¢ First Class-3;
1¢ Third Class-I; and For eign Mail First Class-I. Included in this group is
one cover bearing three bisects (see 73bl #27) to pr epay the first class rate
(Figures 8 and 9), and another cover (see 73b 2 #21) with two sets of #73-
Chronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29, No . 3 253



TABLE II
M i xed

al a2 a3 a4 bl IJ2 cI c2 Multipl e

# 73 8 9 9 14 26 26 11 5 I

# 84
#85B

I :"1 2#87
#93 I I I I 4 2 3

9 10 10 16 35 30 15 i

- ~- 1' " ( '-'.

d't
'. ' \ ~ ..

I

Figure 10. Cover from Milford, N.Y., wilh two " . ell " of verticel bilec' Ind . IIl ched whole "'"mp 10 ply
double leller ral e.

73b2 to prep ay double th e first class ra te (Figure 10). The Black Jack postal
stati onery has been seen used with a bisect only one time (see 73b2 # 16).

Again, my since re th anks to all the philatelic friends who have so gener
ously cooperated in this project. Readers with additional information or covers
to report are invited to contact the author through P.O. Box 4430, Scottsdale,
AZ 85258.
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WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTS - EXPRESS

~ For My Outrlqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
~ My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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WHEN YOU HAVE
STAMPSRTO SELL:

Contact the professionals offering

all' of the services that discriminating

Collectors, Investors and Dealers require.

PUBLIC AUCTIONS: Each year we offer over 15,000 carefully
described lots of U.S., U.N., FOREIGN stamps, and Postal
History at unreserved public auction.

DIRECT PURCHASE: We are active buyers of individual stamps,
entire collections or estates. We will travel for worthwhile
philatelic holdings.

PRIVATE TREATY SALES: Valuable stamps, covers and philatelic
properties or complete collections may be consigned to us for
private sale.

Wr ite describi ng your material , for shipping instructions, com
mission rates and/or minimum requirements . Include your ad
dress and telephone number. Ship stamps only after our
confirmation.

OUR NEXT AUCTION CATALOG SENT BY 1ST CLASS MAIL

- 75c. (WITH PRICES REALIZED - $1 .50). 1 YEAR SUBSCRIP

TION TO CATALOGS & PRICES REALIZED - $8.50, OVERSEAS

$12 .50.

Licensed Bonded Auctioneer

New York, N.Y. 10025

Telephone: (212) 662-2777

536 West 111 th Street

Wunprez 01. ~t£riff, Wr~, ~nt~
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
1869 COVERS TO FRANCE: THE TREATV PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION

For postal historians , th e French treaty period commences with the U.S.
F rench postal convention of 1857. For phil atelists and cover fanciers, th e tr eaty
period is a rich source of artifac ts-covers showing th e 15¢-per-quarter-ounce
rate, carrying adhesive sta mps as early as the imperfo rate Jeffersons, an d show
ing a wide variety of po stal marki ngs. For 1869 collectors, treat y-rate covers to
France are a pleasant surprise, because the treaty expired on the last day of
1869, making tr eaty-period uses of 1869 stamps relat ively scarce. Many such
covers bear high denomination stamps that give them extra value.

While th e term s of th e 18.57 treaty specifically sta ted how covers were to be
credited , routed and mark ed , handlin g practices evolved as the yea rs pa ssed.
By th e end of the treaty per iod , most of the marki ngs an d even some of th e
credits had changed , so that a cove r to France posted in 1869 looks quite dif -
ferent from a cover to France posted in 1858. '

Our two best interpretativ e sources are both deficient in this regard.
Stanley Ashbrook, in his Sp ecial Service and elsewhere , showed a keen interest
in covers to France during 1869 and 1870. In some insta nces, his enthusiasm ex
ceed ed his understanding, which was colored by his fabulous knowled ge of th e
stamps and postal practices of the previous years. 'While Ashb rook blew th e
whistle on man y fak e 1869 covers to France, he also authe nticated some bad
ones, pr esum abl y on th e basis of his familiarit y with the pract ices of the earlier
treat y yea rs. ,

And Professor Hargest' s tran satlantic book , in its discussion of the French
treaty period, does not make sufficiently clear how evolving pr actices trans
formed the markings on covers to F rance. Respectin g the most important evolu
tion, th e changes in credit markings on covers via Cuna rd line, Hargest himself
was the first to call attention to this omission, in a useful article in th e 1972 Con
gress Book.

Commencing 1 Januar y 1868, the U.S. and En gland stopped accounting
for the na tiona lity of the steamers carryin g mails hetween them. This basic
ch an ge in th e U.S.-British transatlantic accou nting affec ted the markin gs on
covers to France that tr ansitt ed En gland, as most did. Prior to 1868, covers to
France via England show U.S. credits of 12¢ or 6¢ per single rate, dep ending
wh ether England or th e U.S. was the transatlantic contractor. After the book
keeping consolidation, during 1868 and 1869, covers to Franc e via En gland
show credits of 6¢ per rat e, no matter which nat ion held th e con tra ct. In other
words, the distinction bet ween American-packet and British-packet transit no
longer applied.

The 1857 treaty provisions for dir ect mail between the U.S. and France
(meaning mail not transitting England) remained unchanged , with 12¢ per
rate being credited to th e country payin g the steam er. Covers that went direct
to Fran ce on American contract vessels continued to show credits to France in
multiples of 3. Covers th at went dir ect to France in French contract .steamers
continued to show credits to France in multiples of 12. '

Thus we find from calendar 1869 three types of covers to France: thos e
that went direct via French packet , those that went dir ect via American packet,
and thos e that we nt via England. Each type has appropriate credit ' markings
and distinctive French entry markings. Each is also distin guishable by the trans
atlantic steamer line it crossed on, whose departure date corr elat es with the date
in the U.S. credit mark ing, information verifiable from contemporary records
or even more simply from a look at the calendar-because most mail-carryin g
steamer lines to France during this era sailed on differ ent da ys of the week.
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Many collectors do not fully appreciate these distinctions and correlations.
Since cred it markings of 3¢, B¢, or 12¢ can all be found on authentic single-rat e
1869 covers bearing 15¢ in postage, and since credits of 6¢ can also appear
on double-rat e covers and credits of 12¢ on double- or even quadruple-rate
covers, fakers have taken advantage of the ambigui ty, adding high value stamps
to covers th at originally bore lower values . The most typ ical and luc rative re
placement is th e substitut ion of a 30¢ 1869 for a 15¢ Lincoln, makin g a double
rate cover out of a single. A variant of this is to add a 30¢ 1869 to a 15¢ cover ,
making a triple ra te out of a single. If done ar tistically on covers with ambigu
ous credit markings, such fraud can be briefly persuasive.

A knowledge of the salient features of th e three different 1869 cover
types- what steamer lines, sailing dates, credit amounts and French entry
markings each shows- is a good check aga inst such tinker ing. The words that
follow exclusive ly concern covers bearing 1869 stamps that tra velled to France
during 1869. (A subsequent wri te-up will discuss covers wi th 1869 stamps th at
went to Fr ance in 1870; on these th e markings are qu ite different. ) The purpose
of thi s article is to set down in plain English the chara cteristics of th e th ree
1869 cover types, and to emphasize how all the different feat ures must come
together on an authen tic cover. Th is presenta tion should justify itse lf if it
squelch es the sale or cer tification of just one bad item .

DIRECT VIA FRENCH PACKET (FRENCH LINE "H")

Figure 1. VIA FRENCH PACKET DIRECT-1869 covers 'rom the Philadelphia. Boston and Now York exchango
offices. all showing 15¢ postago, all showing credits to France of 12¢. all showing the small boxed P.O. marking.
All th~se markings typify treetv-perlod t 869 covers to France via French line.

Let's first discuss direct covers, beginning with th ose th at crossed th e Atlan
tic under French contrac t. Th ere was only one French contract packet line.
This was the Compagnie Cenerale Tran satl antique (usually called the French
Line), which commen ced mail-carry ing service to New York in 1864. This was
a "direc t" serv ice because the mail went directly between th e two countries
without trans itt ing En gland. During 1869, F rench line steame rs sailed to
France from New York every other Saturday, comm encin g January 9, excepting
the saili ng scheduled for February 6, which was ab orted by a storm.
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F igure 1 sho ws th ree 1869 covers , from the collections of three Society
members, typ ifying French line carriage. Th ey show th e large circular credi t
markings of th e Phil ad elphia, Boston and New York excha nge offices. While th e
1857 trea ty with F rance ca lled for a San Francisco excha nge office , add itiona l
articles ad opted in 1861 (discussed further below) dropped San Fran cisco
from the list .

While the th ree covers in F igure 1 originated in different places, show
different stamps and bear different exchange office markings, note what th ey
have in common . All show 15¢ postage paid. All show credits to France of 12¢ .
All show th e octagona l French packet -boat marking , illustr at ed in Fi gure 2 as
markings 2-A through 2-D an d discussed further below . And all show the
sma ll boxed "PO ", which is also a French marking , indicating pr ep ayment to
destin ation ("Paye a Destination"). Prepai d covers from the U.S. to Fra nce dur
ing 1869 usually show thi s marking, which is unfor tunate ly obscure d on the
Boston cov er in F igure 1.

The covers in F igure 1 are entirely typical of tr eaty-rat e covers to France
showing the direct ra te via French packet during calendar 1869. The credit
of 12¢ pays France for ta king the cover from New York to its French destina
tion. The octagon al French packet -boat marking shows the alternate -Saturday
New York dep arture dat e, thi s being th e date the cover entered the French
mails.

The four varie ties of the French packet -boat markin g (2-A through 2-D ) as
well as all th e facts in th is paragraph and most everything else in this ar ticle
that relates to F rench markin gs, are gleaned from Salles' remarkabl e work.1

Salles ca lls these origin ma rkings, becau se they show how the cove r ente red
the French mails. As is typical of the vas t and worldwide ser ies of French origin
markings, th e upper informati on (in th is case ETATS-UN1S) shows where th e
cover cam e from . T he lower inform ation (PAQ . FR. H No. N) shows where it
entered th e F rench ma il sys tem. "H" was the French design at ion for their packet
line between New York an d France. Th e basic dist inction among the four ma rk
ings is th e numeral at three o'clock. These numbers were code designations
for th e va rious F rench line steamers. Duri ng calendar 1869, "No. 1" was the
Perei re (na me d for th e two brothers wh o founded the line); "No.2" was first th e
Eu rope and th en th e Lafaye tte ; "No.3" was the V ille d e Pat is and "No. 4" th e
St . Laurent. All sa iled to Bres t and then to Havre. Salles says th e mails de ba rked
at Brest.

The Boston cover in Fi gure 1 is an unu sual item, currently the property
of Doug Lee (RA 1104), a long-tim e Chicago collector-de aler. Many othe r such
covers must exist, but this is the only 1869 cover I have eve r see n, via French
packet, showi ng the Boston excha nge office marking. The cover hears a 15¢
Type II stamp. T he May 28 date indi cat es that the mails from Boston were
made up a da y in advance, to reach New York for the May 29 (Satur day) de
parture. The red octagonal French packet -bo ut marking shows "29 MAl 69" and
"No. 4" (marking 2-D in Ft gure 2). Salles confirms that the 2-D marking was
used , in red, on th e steamer St . Laurent; whic h dep arted New York 29 May 1869
and ar rived Havre June 6. This is a very early use of the 15¢ 1869 Type IT
stamp. The ea rliest known use. per the Scott specialize d cata log , is six days
earli er , May 23.

The Philad elphia cover in Fi gure 1, bearing 3¢ and l:2¢ 1869, is from the
collection of a long-time Socie ty member who pr efers to remain an onymous.
The Phil ad elphia excha nge office cre di t 12 marking, in the str iking magenta
th at characterizes suc h Philly ma rkings from this per iod , is un common 0 11 1869
cove rs. This one shows Novembe r 12, sugges ting tha t in Phil ly, too, the mails

I. Raym o nd Sa lles. La Pas te Ma ritim e Francaisc , publ ished by the la te a ut ho r in n in e
volum es over th e last d eca d e . Th is is a li fe 's work . stagger ing in it s thoroughness. Volum e 4
is th e mos t u se ful for co llecto rs of classi c U.S. covers. sin ce it gives fn ll da ta for Fr en ch lin e
stea mers a nd iIlust ra ~ es (with da tes and va lues ) virt ua llv a ll the French en try markings to he
found on tra nsa t la nt ic covers to Fra nce .
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2·A 2·8 2·C 2·0

2·E 2·F 2·G

2·H 2·J

Figure 2. FRENCH RECEIVING MARKINGS USED DURI NG 1869 PERIOD- Top row: Octagonal French p ac ket-beet
marking s, appli ed at New York, transi t via French lin e, French packet di rect, alt ern ate ..Saturd ay dep artures , f ound
on covers w ith U.S. credit in mult ipl es of 12 . Mid dl e to w : Cher bo urg recei v ing marks, appli ed at Paris , transit
v ia Hamburg~Am er ican line , Amer ican packet direct , Tuesday departures, found on covers w ith U.S . credits in
mult ipl es of 3 . Bottom row : Ciilais rece iving marks, app lied at Paris, transit via Cunard, Inman, N. G.L. o r Allan
li nes, Amer;citn p~cket v ia Eng land, vario us departure days, fou nd o n covers w ith U.S. cre d its in multi ples of 6 .

were mad e up a day in advance for shipmen t to New York for the alt ernat e
Saturday French line sailing. Th e red oct agon al French packet marking shows
"13 NOV 69" (with the "NOV" plug inverted ) and the num eral designation (not
clear in the photo) is "No. .3", designating the V ille de Paris, which left New
York on 13 November 1869 (a Saturday) and arri ved at Havre Nov ember 29. At
least dur ing the 1869 period, the French line steam ers som eti mes used red
handstamps and sometimes black. Th e different colors apparently mea nt
nothing, but seem to have been consistent for each sai ling.

The New York cover, showing 1O¢ 1869 and .5¢ Jefferson, is from my own
collec tion, a recen t acquisition from the Hessel holdin g. T his is not a remarkab le
comb ination of stamps. Since there were no 5¢ 1869s, th e Jeffersons continued
to do duty . My records show maybe ha lf a dozen cov ers w ith 1O¢ 1869 plus 5¢
Jefferson, all paying 15¢ rates to Europe. Doubtless there ar e dom estic covers
as we ll, pa ying five times the .'3¢ ra te , showing this same comb ination. However ,
the New York cover in Figure 1 is the only cover I've seen, so far , showing 10¢
1869 used 011 French line transit during 1869. The b est ava ilable statis tics (see
Table I ) say that 18 percent of the covers that went from th e U.S. to France
duri ng 1869 travelled via Fr ench line, so during 1869 there should b e more 10d
1869 covers showing such carriage. Readers would ob lige by watching for
tbem. On this cover , the Fr ench octagon is black.

Man y oth er covers exist. bearing 1869 sta mps used to France via French
line during 1869, but for purposes of these notes 1 looked at few er than a
doz en . All show the octagonal Fr ench pa cket markin g, usua lly red hut some-
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tim es black, showing the New York dep arture date. All show credits 111 mul 
tipl es of 12, typically from New York. All show the alternate-Satur day French
line sailing dates . And all show the small boxed PI) mark ing, in red, blue or
bl ack.

A lovely double-r ate cover , postage paid by a 301 1869 stamp (tied by the
appropriate New York credit 24) was lot 1778 in the second Knapp sale. A
tri ple-ra te cover , showin g 151 1869 Type 1 with a 30¢ Fr anklin , with the ap
propriate credit 36, was lot 478 in the Gibson sale, th is cover from the same
sai ling as th e New York cover in Figure 1. Anot her cover in the second Knapp
sale, lot 1782, b ears a 30¢ 1869 stamp and a credit 12- ind icating th at 15¢
would have sufficed. \Vhile the cover might represent a legitima te overpayme nt,
as sometimes occurred , one must also consider the possibili ty that a 15¢ stamp
was removed from this cover and the 30ri stamp added.

DIRECT V IA AMERICAN PACKET (HAPAG)

Just as the F rench received 12d per rate for cvery cover carr ied from New
York to France via di rect French packet during 18m), so did the U.S. receive 12¢
per ra te for every cov er carri ed via direct American packet. Curiously , the only
steamshi p line under U.S. contract to carry mails dir ect from New York to
Fra ncc dur ing 1869 was a Germa n line, the Hamburg-American, known by its
German ini tials as H APAG. During 1869, Hamburg-Amer ican steamers actually
sailed from Hob oken , New Jersey, "from the pier at the foot of Third Street" ,
every Tuesday afternoon." Hoboken not withstanding, it's clearer to refer to
th ese sai lings as New York departures.

/" /

,
I

/ , .' / .. / // //

/'
I '

" "

~ / / / / y:"

Figure 3. VIA AMERICAN PACKH DIRECT- The credit 3 mar king . the double circle Cherbourg entry stamp, a nd
the small boxed PO marking characte rize d tr eaty~per iod cov ers to France d irect via Am erican packet- mea ning
carriag e by th e Hamburg.Amer ic ~n line , wh ose ships le ft New York for Cherbourg every Tuesday. This cover,
showi ng 15¢ Type II, is datestamped New Orl ean s. November 24 (1869). The New York credit 3 shows NOV 3D,
a Tuesd ay , departure da te of th e HAPAG "Silesia."

Since th e U.S. ret ained 121 per sing le ra te on dir ect covers via American
packet, HAPAG cov ers show credits to France of 3¢ per ra te, the reverse of
the 121 credits on direct French line covers. Dm ing 1869 thc HAPAG ste amers
usually wen t from New York to Plymouth, Th ere they stoppe d brie fly, but did
not disembark their direct covers to France. Th ese thev took across the Channel
to Ch erbourg. T he usual French entry marking, found on such covers , is the
bl ue Ch erbourg double circl e handstamp show n as Figure 2-E .

. 2. This an!} .o ther sai lin g inforn uu inn is tak en from '\/ nriti mr l ntclligcnrr , pr ivarc lv com 
pi led by C. L. Fri end , to wh om we a re deep ly in debt ed .
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Figure 3, from th e collection of our transat lantic colleague Walter Hubbard,
is a good example. It shows a 15~ 1869 stam p (Ty pe II ) posted in New Orleans
24 November 1869. The red New York PAID cre dit 3 marki ng shows "NOV 30,"
a Tu esday, departure da te of the HAPAG steamer Silesia, wh ich reach ed Cher 
bourg D ecember 11 (confirmed by the double cir cle marking). The cover also
bears th e pr edictable boxed PO marking and is altoge ther typi cal of treaty-rate
1869 covers showing direct tran sit to France via American contract stea mers.

A similar cover, from the same correspondence, appe ared in the second
Knapp sale, lot 1788. Thi s cover, fully illustrat ed in th e Knapp catalog, bears
the New York PAID credit 3 marking dated Ju ne 8, which was also a Tuesd ay
in 1869, departure date of the HAPAG Holsatia. The Cherbourg double circle
confirms HAPAG transit. In the upper right corner, th e cover bears 3~ and 12~

1869 stamps, makin g the 15~ payment one would expe ct. Ho wever , farther left ,
the cover also bears a 30¢ 1869 stam p, seemingly tied by th e Cherbourg double
circle . W hile th is cover conceivabl y could show a 30~ overpayment of th e
single 15~ rate, such over paymen t strains cre dulity. Whether the 30~ stamp
actually belon gs could be handil y determined by lifting it off th e cover to
see what's underneath.

Directly preceeding this cover, lot 1787, was another cover bearin g 45~ in
postage, here paid by the seldom seen combina tion of 15~ 1869 (Ty pe I) and
30~ 1869. The New York circular PAID shows a cre dit 9, dat ed June 15, th e
Tuesda y after the oth er Knapp cover. Th e Cherbo nrg double circle once again
confirms HAPAG transit, and the HAPAG Cermania indeed left New York on
Jun e 15, bound for Hamburg via Plymouth an d Cherbourg. The credit 9 mark 
ing is entirely appropriate for this three-times-rat e cover via Ame rican contract
packet direct to France. Th e credit 9 marking must he scarce on covers to France
during th is era, since it can only occur on triple-rate HAPAG covers . One
wonders how th ese two covers could have been offered consecutively in th e
same sale without someone perceiving their differences.

Some covers via HAPAG to France during 1869 show insufficient prepay
ment. In sufficient prepayments are fairly common on treaty-per iod covers to
France, because French-mail ra tes were compute d per quarter ounc e, rather
than the half-ounce units th at were otherwise standa rd . Th e local u .S. post
offices we re not equipped to weig h in quarter ounces.

Figure 4. VIA AMERICAN PACKET DIRECT: INSUFFICIENTLY PAID-Properly paid, this eever would have borna
30 ¢ in postage (imagine a well-centered 30¢ 1869 invert) and shown a credit 6 for twice the 3¢ cred it . How
ever, the cov er was underpaid, so the stamps counted for nothing and the debit 24 was applied. Cherbourg
double circle marking confirms Hamburg.American transit , via "Hammonia II," leaving New York November 23 .

A typical example is shown in Figure 4, cour tesy of Gordon McHe nry.
This cover, from New York to Nice, bears 15~ in postage, paid by 2~, 3~ and
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W ¢ 1869. The cover must ha ve weighed over II oun ce (7~ grams per the treat y)
an d therefore required 30¢ in posta ge. Under the treaty rules, unless th e full
amount of postage was pr epa id , the cover was to be trea ted as entirely un paid.
So it happened here. The New York exchange office mark ed the cover I 
SUFFICIENTLY PAID and applied the black circ ular debit 24 marking (lacking
the word PAID), indicat ing the U.S. was to he reimb ursed :M¢ from the post
age collected in France. Had the cover borne the proper 30¢ postage, New York
would have applied th e red PAID credit 6 marking, indi cating 2x3¢ credit to
France. The New York debi t marki ng reads November 23. On T uesday, 23 No
vember 1869, th e H APAG stea mer Ilammonia II left New York for Hamburg,
via Plymouth and Ch erb ourg. HAPAG carriage is confirmed by the Cherbourg
double circle marking. In Fran ce, the cover was marked with the bold hand 
stamped "16" du e marking, indicating 16 decimes (equivalent to the prep aid rate
of 30¢) to be coll ect ed on delivery. A comparable cover, forwarded to Ger
man y, was illustrat ed and written up in C hronicle 82, pages 99-101.

'With one recorded exception, th e blu e Cherbourg double circle marking
(2-E) appears on all direct American contract 1 86~1 covers (which is to say all
HAPAG covers) to France commencing with the A lle lllallia sailing of Tu esday,
June 1 (or possibl y earlier). However, for at least five and possibly six or seven
pr evious H APAG sailings (thosc of April 13, April 20, April 27, May 4, May 11
and perhap s Ma y 18 and May 2.5) an octagonal Havre entry markin g (Figure
2-G) was used , even th ough the covers actually entered Fran ce at Cherbourg,
Markings 2-E through 2-J were all applied at Paris, not at the port. Salles
suggests th at the numerals 2 at each side of markings 2-E through 2-G ind icat e
th eir Pari s origins. These num erals are called eche lon numbers, and are dis
cussed further below.

The U.S. iHail sai ling chart for May 1869 shows all HAPAG steamers leav
ing New York in Mayas destined for "Europe via Sth'n & Ham ." However , thi s
informat ion was prepared in early April. Th e daily N ew Y ork Tim es shows that
the last HAPAG steam er stop ping at Southa mpton was the Sax onia, dep arting
New York on Tu esd ay, April 13, car rying mails to Euro pe "via Plymouth, Cher 
bour g and Hamburg." According to Bonsor, HAPAG discont inued th e South
ampton -Havre connecti on on eas tbound passages in favor of Plymouth-Cher
bourg because of contract difficulties involving the British post office." Th ese
obviously had nothing to do wit h their U.S. mail cont rac t, but did affect th e
eastbound carriage of U.S. mail to France.

Apparently, the Pari s foreign post office was unprepa red for this cha nge
over , an d employed the 2-G marking device as an emerge ncy expedient. Accord
ing to Sall es, thi s marking was origina lly applied in Paris on mail via French
packet ente ring France at Havre, but had been retired in 1865 when Brest be
cam e th e port of entry ." At any rat e, we have here an entry marking indica t
ing carriage via French packet into Havre, actua lly used on covers via American
packet to Ch erbourg, th e American pack et being German. Little wonder such
a marking can confuse.

Salles records marking 2-G on covers showing Cherbourg arr ivals of April
24, May 3 and May 9, 1869. Th e cover in Figure o5-showing 22 mai 69-extends
th e use of thi s marking by two or three more sailings. This cover bears a 105¢
Lincoln and so doesn't quite fit this writ e-up. How ever, it dates from a month
wh en 1869 stamps were at least occasionally available, and shows a mark ing
that probably exists on 1869 covers, even if I have never seen them. It's includ ed
here to paint as complete a pictur e as possible. Th e cover in Figure 5 was
posted in Pittsburgh 10 May 186~). The New York credi t 3 marking shows May 11,
dep arture dat e of th e H APAG Cimbria , which called at Plymou th May 21 before

3. N. R . P. Bonso r, North Atlant ir .';1'1111 ''' )'. T . R. Slcphcmon & Sons LId .. Prescot . l.a nca 
sh ire , Engla nd , 1955. page 113. Th is book is i OO pages nf fac tua l da ta-e-morc a bo ut sh ips th a n
most peop le wou ld want to kn o w. Rema rka b ly, it is now hei ng expa nded into a fou r-volume
ser ies. vo lu me nne of wh ich is already in p ri n t (A RCO p u b lish ers ) .
. . 4. ~a lles. op: cit ., IV. 23fi, ~9 i. Sa lles's re marks on th e Ha vre ma rking are: " In u til ise d epuis
]lHn 1863, par su ite de tr a nsfer! a Brest d es esca lcs posta Ips. . . .Con nu a ux p re m ier e d al es cl'csca les
it Cherhou rg: 24 avr il 69, 3 m a il fi9. 9 mai fig. SII r p ro n cs de Xcw -Oil eans. via Ne w-York."
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Figure 5. VIA AMERICAN PACKET DIRECT: UNUSUAL CHERBOURG ENTRY MARKING-This octagonal marking
(note octagonal center) should not be confused with the French packet-boat markings in Figure 1. This is a
Cherbourg entry marking, applied as an emergency expedient for a few weeks during the spring of 1869.

taking this cover to Cherbourg the next day. This cover also comes from friend
Hubbard, who wrote it up in the London Philatelist for January 1972.

An unpaid cover from the La Chambre correspondence, from the same sail
ing of the Cimbria and showing the same 2-G marking, is illustrated (photo 264)
and written up (pages 538-539) in Ashbrook's Special Service. To thi s cover
a 10¢ 1869 stamp has been added , which provides at least a flimsy justification
for here including the interestin g 2-G marking.

Hubbard also reports marking 2-F , a single circle Ch erbourg entry mark,
on a 15¢ 1869 cover departing New York 7 December 1869 (sailing date of
HAPAG Holsatia) and arriving Cherbourg December 18. Thi s is th e only
treaty-period 1869 cover I record showing this marking. Salles lists it as hav
ing been used between 1873 and 1877,5 but it was clearly used on at least one
HAPAG delivery in late 1869, and may possibly be found on oth er HAPAG
covers to France during 1869.

VIA ENGLAND
In addition to the French line and HAPAG , four other transatlantic steamer

lines carried mail between the U.S. and France during 1869. Not bein g "direct"
carriers, they did not take mail .all the way to France. Instead, they stopped at
England, where their letters to France were turned over to ' the British postal
system, to be carried through the British mail s across England in closed bags.
The bags were opened (and the contents individually marked) after they were
released to France. Thus, such covers bear no British markings. However , th ey
are easily distinguishable by their U.S. credit markings (6¢ per single rate), th eir
French entry markings (all entered at Calais) and th eir U.S. departure dates,
since they can only have been carried on th e Cunard, th e Tnman, th e North
German Lloyd or th e Allan lines.

Collectors of classic U.S. covers are accustom ed to think tha t th e Cunard
line carried the preponderance,of transatlantic corresp ondenc e. In earlier years.
this may have been 'true, but as we enter the 1869 period, it was no longer th e
case. Table II shows data from the Postmaster General reports for 1868-1870,
detailing the number of letters that crossed th e Atlantic (bo th ways) on th e
major steamer lines. Whil e the figures for 1870 (fiscal yea r ending Jun e 30,
1870) are distorted because of the transatlantic mail strike in early 1870, th e
burden of the statistics suggests that during the lifetime of th e 1869 stamps-

5. Salles, op. cit ., IV, 297, marking 1802.
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which would roughly coincide with the fiscal yea r ending 30 June 1870-Cunard
lost its supremacy as a transatlantic carrier.

Table I shows th e number of covers sent from the U.S. to France during
fiscal 1869 and 1870. The data for fiscal 1870 pr esumabl y show only thos e covers
th at went to France during the treaty period (i.e.: up to .'31 December 1869).
Commencing 1 Januar y 1870, there being no official exchange of mails be
tween th e U.S. and F rance, there was no justificati on for the post office's keep
ing accounts .

In any even t, the figures in Table 1 show in rou gh orders of magnitude
the relative scarcity of the three basic 1869 cover typ es to France. If such covers
have survived proportionately, a random find of 100 treaty-period 1869 covers
to France (which I would be happy to discover) should show 22 direct French
packet covers , 33 direct American packet covers and 45 covers via American
packet via England. The 45 via England covers shou ld break down into 17
Cunard covers , 14 Inman covers, 12 covers via the North German Lloyd line
and two via Allan line. While th e sailin g dates are sometimes ambiguous, covers
showing carriage to France via En gland can usua lly be att ributed to one line
or ano ther according to th eir New York departure dat es, dating forward one day
for thos e covers that show da tes and credits applied at Boston or Philadelphia.

VIA ENGLAND VIA CUNARD

During 1869, the mai l-carrying steamers of the Cunard line left New York
each W ednesday, stopping at Qu eenstown (Ireland) and proceeding to Liver
pool the following day. With very few exceptions, covers to France carried on
such crossings were debarked at Queenstown, thence to be carried by rail
across Ireland, by ferry to England, by rail across En gland to Dover, and by
ferr y across the Channel to Calais." Such covers then went by rail to Paris,
wh ere th ey received markings 2-H or 2-J, discussed below.

; ",'

Per Steamer:

Fig ure 6. VIA ENG LAND- The cred it 6 marking . the , ing le circle Calai, e ntr y sta mp and the srne]] boxed PD
marking are all typical of tre aty-period 1869 co vers to Frznce via England. meaning carriage via Cuna rd, Inman,
No rth Ger man Lloyd or Allan line s. The Philadelphia credit 6 mark ing shows December 28 (1869). Thi, cover
crossed the Atl anti c o n th e last sailing to carry treaty-rate cover s to France : Cunard' s "Russi a," de parting New
York Decemb er 29. The , tamp is a lS ¢ Type II.

The cover shown in F igure 6 drops the curtain on a long and interesting
era. It bears a 15¢ 1869 Type I l , and shows the magenta Philadelphia PAID
credit 6 marking, dat ed December 28. It crossed the Atlantic on the Cunard

6. For a Iu lle r ana lysis of th e handling of suc h cove rs , sec \\'alt er Hubbard's wr ite -up in
Chronicle 90: I iO. Sai ling d ata for Cu na rd vessels durin g I H69- inc h lllin g Rr iti sh arriva l cta tes
appcar in th c co n tin ua tio n of this a r ticle. Chro n icle 9 1: 2:11 -2~2 .
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steamer Russia , which left New York on Wednesday, December 29. This sailing
of the Russia was the last transatlantic crossing to carry mails to France under
the 1857 treaty. Th e N.G.L. Rhein was scheduled to sail December 30, but post
poned its departure to Saturday, January 1, in anticipation of the transatlantic
communications disruptions with which 1870 began .

In addition to the Philadelphia credit marking, the cover in Figure 6
shows th e small boxed PO and the blue Calais en try marking (dated 9 JANV.
1870) shown as Figure 2-H. Markings 2-H an d 2-J are typical of covers to
France during 1869 showing credits to France in multipl es of 6¢ per rate.
The SERV o AM. CALAIS indicates the cover reached France from America
via England, entering at Calais. Marking 2-H shows ETATS-UNIS at top and
marking 2-J shows ET. -UNIS. Th e two markings are also distinguishable by th e
type face of th eir lett erin g, the ET.-UN IS letters being less serify and mor e
wide ly spaced than their ETATS-UNIS kinsmen. In both markings, the form at
of the date-plug can vary, sometimes showing an asterisk before th e day of the
month (as in Figur e 2-]) and sometimes showin g a numeral designation (as in
2-H) . According to Cliff Shafer, RA 1164, who contributed valuably to this
article wh en it was in manu script form, "the first figure.is th e 'levee' or collec
tion number . 6E means sixth collection. Th e levee number served as a subst itute
for a time-of-day marking. The asterisk shows th e omission of this data."

/ ! /'
V' t ,

Figure 7. VIA ENGLAND: DOUBLE RATE-Another cover via Cuna rd, he re w ith thre e 10¢ 1869 pl ying tw ice
the 15¢ rate . The Phil adel phia cred it 12 shows September 7. Carr iage by Cuna rd's " Chi na," de part ing New
Yo rk Sep tember 8. Calais entry marking shows Sep tember 19, 1869.

Both Calai s entry markings show a numeral 3 a t ten and two o'clock. Like
the num erals 2 in markin gs 2-E through 2-G, th ese ar e echelon numbers , indi
catin g the markin gs were actually applied in Pari s. Mr. Shafer explicates:
"Whe n Paris was the second echelon, as in your figures 2-E, 2-F and 2-G, th e
first echelon was the port itself. When Paris was the thi rd eche lon, as in mark
ings 2-H and 2-J, the first was still the port and th e second was some (here
unidentified) intermediate place." For examples of another seque nce of entry
mark ings for which Paris was the third echelon , Mr. Shafer cites Salles, Volume
4, page 30.

For th e two mark ings shown as 2-H and 2-J, Salles says th at th ere ought
to have existed four marking devices of each type." However , other th an th e

7. Salles. op . cit. , IV. 292. " II devai t exis ter ;, Paris-Etrangcr quat rc tampons de chaque
type."
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da te -plug variances just mentioned , we have been abl e to disc ern no sub-types of
the two basic markings. During 1869, these markings were usu ally applied in
blu e.

Figure 7 shows a double-rat e cover via Cunard, here bearing a bold strike
of th e magent a Philad elphia PAID cred it 12 marking, da ted September 7.
The four-wedge killers are black , and altoge ther th is is one of th e prettiest I0ri
1869 covers I have ever laid eyes on. The small boxed PD marking, here in
blue, also ties th e str ip of thr ee stamps. The blu e Calais entry mark (F igure
2-H) shows 19 SEPT. 69, indicating entry into the French mails at Calais on
that dat e. The Cunard stea mer China left New York on Wednesd ay, September
8, so her e too th e mail s were made up in Philad elphia the day before. The
credit 12 means two tim es rate, as the postage confirms. Ob serve th at thi s credi t
12 has nothing to do with the credits 12 seen on single-ra te covers via French
line, an example of which from Phil adelphia is shown in Fi gure 1.

VIA ENGLAND VIA INMAN LINE

... : l

~ . . ,
• ... \ J

~~"",,~;'P# ~t:.. .

Fig ure 8. VIA ENGLAND: INMAN LINE-Doub le·rete cover, like th e previou s, he re vie Inmen lin • . Th. cove r
o rigina te d in Cub~ . lOt pay s the pass age (up to V2 ou nce) fro m Havana to New York, vi a " Columbia" of the
Atlant ic Meil Stea m Ship Compeny . 30¢ peys carriege to Franc. (betw een 1/4 and 112 ounce), vi. Inmen " City of
Boston ,'" leaving New York Se pte mber 25, 1869 . A sel dom seen combination of stamps.

The mail-carrying ships of the Inman Line left New York on Saturdays
duri ng 1869, stopping at Queenstown and then Liv erpool, just like the Cunard
ships. F igur e 8 shows a double-rate cover via Inman Lin e, this with the extr a
fillip of having originated in Cuba. The photo is from Ashbrook's Specia l Service
(#76) and th e cover shows a New York PAID credit 12 marking dated Sep
tember 25, departu re da te of the Inman steamer Cit y of Boston. It also shows
the small boxed PD and the Ca lais ETATS-UNIS marking (2-H). Per the con
tents of this cover and ot her evide nce, it originated in Havana on Sep tember 18,
1869. It must have been carri ed from Havana on the Co lumbia of the Atlantic
Mail Steam Ship Company, which arrived New York September 24. Th e rate
from Cuba to th e U.S. was then lOri per half ounc e, pr esum ab ly paid by th e 10ri
1869 stamp. The 30ri stamp paid twice the 15ri-per-J.;-ounce rate from the
U.S. to France. In his Sp ecial Service discussion of this cover , Ashbrook ad
vanced several exp lana tions of this franking, but thi s one seems be st. Th is is
one of only two or three covers I know about showing IOri 1869 with 30ri 1869.

VIA ENGLAND VIA NORTH GERMAN LLOYD LINE

The word "Lloyd" in North German Lloyd has nothing to do with
Llo yd's of London. The British shipping insuror had such a prestigious name
during the 19th century that various would-be steamer networks, th e world
over , incorporated "Lloyd" into their nam es. N.G.L. was one of the mor e
successful. There were also Austrian, Baltic, It alian and North Americ an
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Figure 9. ART IMITATES LIFE-901' 1869, apparently tied on official envelope to France, envelope being the
very handsome overall entire of the secretary of the stale of Rhode Island . Calais rece iving marking indicates
corrioge via England , cred it 12 ind icate. two time. rate. One 301' Franklin would have done the job here, and
pre.umably did.

Lloyds, all shorter lived. Driv ing cast for my vacation this summer I was passed
more than once by huge trucks bearing the legend HAPAG • LLOYD.

Dur ing 1869, N.G.L. mail steam ers sailed each Thursday from New York
to Bremen, stopping at Southampton. The cover in Figure 9 shows a 90¢ 1869
stamp, apparently tied, on an overall officia l envelope of the secretary of the
sta te of Rhode Island. The red Providence circular datc sta mp shows SEP 8.
Th e red PAID in a circle is a Providence marking , seen on other foreign mail
covers from that city dur ing this era. Th e New York credit 12 marking shows
SEP 9. The French PD is red and the blue Calais entry marking is the ET.
UNIS type (2-]) . September 9, 1869, was a Thursday, departur e da te of the
N.G.L. steamer Hansa. The cover in Figure 9 was prominently featured in an
auction in Milan in 1974 and reportedly fetched a princely sum . To our knowl
edge , it has never been examined on this side of the Atla ntic. All its markings
suggest it started life as a 30¢ cover, most likely bear ing a 30¢ Fra nklin or
two 15¢ Lincolns. While this dazzling cover could, conceiva bly, represent a
60¢ overpayment of the 30¢ rate (bearing in min d that in 1869 60¢ was a
reasonab le day's wages), my judgment , parap hrasing John Rand olph , is that
"like rotten mackerel in the moonlight, it shines and it stinks".

VIA ENGLAND VIA ALLEN LINE

Th e Postmaster General Reports make clear that the Allan Lin e (officially
known as the Montreal Ocean Steam Ship Compa ny) also carried U.S. mails
to France during this period. The Allan line mad e weekly trips to Liverpool each
Saturday, departing from Montrea l in the summer an d Portland in the winter.

Th e P.M.G. reports for 1869 and 1870 show payments to the Allan line
for "52 trips to Liverpool" during each fiscal year." Other P.M.G. data (see T abl e
I) show that the Allan line carried the equivalent of 23,397 single-letter ra tes to
France during fiscal 1869, and 1l,003 rates dur ing fiscal 1870.11 Extra polating
from the qu arterly Post Office payment s, we can guess th at the Allan line
carried approxima tely 12,500 covers to Fr ance during the last three qu arters
of 1869. Th is is fewer, by a factor of ten or more, than the num ber of covers
carrie d by any other line, which may explain why there has yet to be recorded
an Allan line cover showing 1869 stamps paying the treat y rate to France. How
ever, one would expect that from 12,500 covers, there should be some sur
vivors.

8. U.S.P.M.G. Reports: 1869, 17: 1870. I I.
9. [ bid : 1869, 138; 1870, 186.
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YEAR ENDINe
30 J UN E 1870

127,878
188,475
98,748
H2ol04
69,953
11,003

TABLE I
Number of covers sent fro m th e U.S. to France on the six ma jor t ran sat lan t ic carriers:

1869-1870
STEA M.ER YE AR I~NDIN( ;

LIN E 30 J UX E 1869
French 12'; ,165
H amburg-Am er ican 209,768
Cu nard 212,79 8
Inman 156,099
No r th Ger man Lloyd 137,599
All an 23,397
No te : 'Fi scal 1870 fig ures presumab ly show tr ea ty -period uses on ly
Sou rce s: I'l\IG reports for 1869 and 1870, pages 132 and 181 res pe ctively. T he figu res ac tua lly
refl ect number s of single ra tes , so the who le number of covers woul d necessari ly be less.

TABLE II
N u m ber of CO\'('l"S sen t hetw een U.S. a nd Eu rope on th e majo r tra nsa tlan tic ca rriers :

1868-1870
STEA ME R YEAH I,N DI NG YEAH END IXC ; YEAR EN D ING

LIN E 30 J UN E 1868 Hi IU,\'E 1869 30 JUN E 1870
French line 323,292 243,99 1 204,400
Hamburg-Am eri can 1.600,389 2,799,387 2,826,427
Cu nard 2,880,553 3,0"; I ':,,,9 2,882, 175
Inman 2,063,862 2,3,,8,005 2,194,807
Nor th German Lloyd 2.654,619 2,817,532 4,169,465
All an Line 3';3,:12 145,H42 192,385
Guion 724,390
Sources: PM G repor ts for 1868, 18G9 and IH70. pages 97, 9-1 and 97, respec tively. Thou gh th e
PMG rep orts do not so sta te , these figures must rep resent single ra tes. The wh o le nu mber o f
covers would necessarily be less.

The few 1869 covers I hav e seen, that are definitely attributable to the
Allan line, tr avelled mainly to Germany or to Ireland, and show Detroit or
Chicago exchange office markings of the "PAID ALL DIRECT" variety. It is
vague ly po ssible that cov ers to France via the Allan line passed through the
Boston, Ne w York or Philad elphia exchange offices, and received th e same
sequence of markings applied to the Inman covers, which also left on Satur 
days . But this is another story altogether .

Coming back to th e 1857 treaty with France, additional articles executed
in 1861 t o provided for additional exchange offices. within the U.S., at Portland,
Detroit, and Chicago. It is clear from reading them that these additional articles
were written to accommoda te the Allan line packets. Theoretically there ought
to exist treaty-rat e 1869 covers from the U.S. to France, showing markings ap
plied at th e Portland, Detroit, an d Chicago exchange offic es, showi ng cred its
of 6¢ to France, represent ing carriage via England via the Allan line. The
1861 articles give such markings a treat y basis, the 1869 and 1870 P.M.G. reports
te ll us such cov ers were carried , and the evide nce of surviving covers to other
transatlantic destinations (and from earlier years) shows us that covers have
survived . All we lack, respecting 1869 treaty-rate Allan line covers to France,
is th e evidence of th e covers themselves.

CO NCLUSION

Treaty-period covers to France bearing 1869 stamps, depending on which of
the three modes of carriage they represent, will show essentially the same array
of U.S. credi ts, steamer sailing da ys, and French entry markings. For each of
the three cover types, the sequenc e of mark ings is quite consistent, and the dates
correlate with sp ecific steame r lines who se ships' departure dates ar e verifi
ab le from contemporar y documents.

The U.S.-French treat y dictated certain credits , markings and practices, but
as the years passed, these evolved into different form s. Manv covers to France
from the last years of the treaty bear little resemblance to t1;ose from the ear lv
years. I ha ve attempted to show here what prepaid covers to France during 1869
actually look like. The available cover sampling was necessarily small. Most
likely it led to err or, perhap s in interpreta tion as well as in fact. Com ment or
correction is solicited.

10. 16 Statu tes-at-Large, 890-898.
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It is important that collectors of 1869 covers to France re-examine th eir
albums. A cover whose markings dev iate mod estly from these genera lizations
may show devices or practices I'm not aware of. But if the markings deviat e
subs tantia lly, the cover should be scru tinized with grea t care. Collectors wh o
own or cont emplate buying high value 1869 covers to France, should examine
these items not in terms of the opinions or certificates th ey might carry, but
aga inst th e facts.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(l) Feature Cover of the Month:

OVALS FRONT AND BACK, PAW·PAW TO PRISON
JOHN D. KOHLHEPP

Beginning in the late 1850s, the Baltimore & Oh io Railroad, ill an effor t
to supplement the income of its station agents, obtained appointments for them
as postm asters of th e little towns alon g the right -of-way in which they worked
for th e ra ilroad. As this was also the era when postmasters were required to
furn ish their own cance llin g devices, it was only natural that the agen ts uti lized
the railroad's ticket-dat ers on the mai l that went through their offices. One such
cover is pictured here, from the little town of Paw-Paw in Morgan County,
Wes t Virginia, on th e banks of the Potomac,j1lst across the river from Aile·
ghe ny County, Mar yland.

r

,

/

/k'(i& 7 ··

IS ' ·r%" 'I; /1')<.
,-A~~

.....
Figure 1. Baltimo,e & Ohio Railroad tickel·date, ma,k ing (U5TMC 274.5 .20 , ovel , 34x25, blue, WYD lB64, 65,
VII.) tying 3¢ 1861 to cover from Paw.Paw , West Virginia, to a Confederate prisoner of war at Johnson's
Island, Ohio , May 6, 1865 . Handstamped censor marking of the prison, in black, on back flap . Paw-Paw wa s
located 25 mile. ea.t of Cumberland, Md., on main line of B. & O. R.R.

The cover is addressed to prisoner of war 'William J. Nixon , Block 9, Com
pany 18, Mess 1, Johnson's Island, Ohio, a prison camp for Con fed er ate soldie rs
in Sandusky Bay, opposite the town of Sandusky, Ohio. It is postmarked May 6,
1865, a few weeks after Le e surrendered but befor e all prisoners had been re
leased. Nixon was a member of the 41st Virginia Cava lry and had been captured
by the Feder als in H ampshire City, West Virginia , on February 23, 1864. A
private, he was in unusual company at Johnson's Island which was prima rily
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a camp for Confederate officers. He was freed on June 14, 1865, upon taking
the oath of allegiance to the United States.

The oval censor marking of Johnson's Island is struck on the back flap and
reads: PRISONER'S LETTER / EXAMI NED/P, M, E,/ JOHNSON'S ISLA ND ,
O. P. M. E. are the initials of the examining officer.

While there are a few other covers to Civil War prisoners known with
railroad markings, this one, to the best available int elligence, is the first re
ported which bears both railroad ticket -dater postmark and a handstamped
prison censor marking.

(2) Dating Project - Remele Period Ma rkings

In Chronicles 88, 93 and 95 listin gs were made of markings A-2 through
M-2-c with availabl e actua l dates of use. 'We request all collectors to report
dated markings earlier or later than those listed , with Remele number of mark
ing, color, and date with year. Only by constant ca ta loging and reporting of
such dates can we arrive at a rat ional method of determinin g dates of use
for different typ es and colors. In the sequence listed below, there are many
markings with no recorded dates-frequentl y due to only one example of mark 
ing being known . No dates have been encountered for Remele numbers M3;
M6, M7, M9, MI0, Mll~, M12, r-.n3~~ , N2, N2~, N9, NIO, NIl, N17, N18,
NI8~, N19, and N22.

New Listings for Re mele Cat. No s. M.N
US T MC Cat . No . ColorR em ele Cal . No .

M-4-Sa
M-4-Sb
M-5-a
M-5-a
M-5-b
M-5-c
M-5-d
M-8
M-II -Sa
J\f-I1 -Sb
J\f-14-a
M-14-b
N-I -a
N-I-b
N-2-Sa
N-2-Sb
N -3
N-3
:'\-3Y2
:'\-4-a
:'\-4-b
N-4-c
N -5
N-5
N-6
N -7-a
N-7-a
N-8
N-8
N-I I Y2
N-12-a
:\' -12-c
N-12-d
:'\- 12-£
N- 13
N-14-a
N-14-b
N-14-c
N-15-a
N- 15-a
N-15-b
N-15-c
N-15-d
N-15-e
N-15-f
N -15-g
N-15-g

526-S-2
526-S-3
6 10-A-1
610-A-1
61O-A-2
61O-B-1
61O-A-3
840-A-1
421-S-1
421-S-2
250-A-1
250-A-2

240 Spec. a
240 Spec. b

510-S-2
5 10-5-3

87-A- 1
87-A-1

655-A-1
35-B- 1
35-C·1
35' D -}
35-E-}
35-E-}
70-C·1
SO-A·}
SO-A-}
82-B-1
82-B-1

114-5-9
125-A-1
125-B-2
125-8-3
125-C-1
108-A-1
70-D-1
70-D -2
70-D-3

240-A-1
240-A-1
240-A ·2
240-A-3
240-A-4
240-B -1
240-C·1
240-A-5
240-A-5

bla ck
black
blue

blu e-green
black
black
gree n
black
black
black
black
bla ck
blue
blue
black
black
red
ora nge
red
bla ck
black
black
red
black
black
red
black
black

ultramarine
black
red
red
red
red
red
red
black
bla ck
red
black
blue
black
blue
red
black
black
red

Early 01' O nly Dale
3- 2-61
3- 1-62
4-14-5 1
6-20 -50
3-19-50
1-24-53
8-26-50
1- 4-57
6-20-60

11-29-60
8-11-67
4-17-58
3-11-4fi

10-23-46
2- 4-59
2-25-59

11- 8-49
7-19-50
9- 13-55
1-22-54
8-29-55
4-30-60
6- 7-47

12- I-57
8-23-54
3- 5-50
7-28-52
3-25-53
4-20-52
4-15-58
7-21-46
4- 6-49
4- 6-49
5 - 2-53
5-19-52
2- 7-53
3- 3-57
j , 8-59

11-19-50
2-10-52
5- 10-47
1- 3-59
3-10-47

11-10-51
4- 4-57
5-15-53

12-14-50

Late Dat c

I J-22-51

8- 9-60

8-21-46
2-20-47

6-19-63
4-30-57
4- 4-57

6-2 1-50

1-13-55

10- 8-46

2-22-61
7-30-5 1

2- 6-59
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745-G-1

809-1-1

55-M-1

855-B-1

892-G-1 714-0-1

934-1-1

380-F-1

796-F-1
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Rem ele Cat. No. US T MC Cat. N o. Culor Early o r Only Date Late Dat e

N -15-g 240-A-5 blue 4-26-47 1-26-48
N-16-d 322-1-1 bla ck 8-25-6 fl
N-20-a 24-A-I red 8-30-48
N -20-a 24-A- I blu e 9- 1-47 7- 7-52
:-I-20-a 24-A-I green 5- 2-48
N-20-b 24-A-2 blue 9-12-49 9-29-52
N-21-a . IOI -B-I black 3-17-52 6-30-53
N-21-b 101-C-I red 12- 9-52
:-1 -23 81-A-I red 6-20-48 5- 4-49
:-1-23 81-A-I blue 7-20-54
N-23 81-A-I black 9-27 -66
(3) Newly Reported Markings - V
We are pleased to report the following new railway and waterway mark

ings and are indebted to Messrs. Bomar, Booth , Clark, Fingerhood, German, Kim
ball, Kuehl , McCrea and Smith for reporting same.
55 1-D-2: 26 Y2 . bl ack . 1882. III . (Ash tabu la, O . -New Cast le, Pa ., 85 miles, Pennsylvan ia Co.) .
350-M-2: manuscript . 1870. IV. (Atla n tic &: Gulf R .R . W av Mail. Savannah , Ga .-Live Oak, Fla .,

180 mil es).
172-A-I : 28. black. 1885. II. (Au burn -H arr isburg, Pa ., 60 miles. Philadelphia &: Reading R.R .).
355-G -I: 27. b lack , partia l. 1884. I. (Augusta -Atlan ta , Ga .. 172 mil es, Georgia R .R. &: Banking

Co.) .
355-H- I: 27Y2. black , Night Line. 1884. I.
274-U-I : 27Y2. bl ack , Night Line, 1884. I. (Ba lt imore, ~Id . -Grafton , W .Va ., 294 m iles, Baltimore

& Ohio R .R .) .
235·S-5: 33lh-231J2 x 24 lh- 15lh. D. Ov al. bl ack , part ial , 1880. IV . (Sco tt Haven . Pa .• Ba it. &:

Ohi o R .R . Pi tt sburgh Div.• 27 miles cast Pi tt sburgh ) .
55-M- I : 27. bl ack , 1875. III. (Boston -Well fleet , Ms., 106 miles. Old Co lony R .R. ) .
174-D- I : 27 Y2. black. 1885. II . (Buffalo-Jam estown , N .Y., 69 miles, New York, Lak e Erie &:

Western R.R .) .
934-1-1: 28, bl ack . 1884. HI. (Central Ci ty -Nebraska Ci ty, ·" eb .. 151 miles, Ne braska Rw y.).
745-G-I : 26Y2. bla ck . Banknote. "Sta r" killer . II . (Loca l Tra ns fer Agent , Ea st St. Louis , 111.).
755-J -I : 25Y2, bl ack. Banknotc, IV. (Wilton j ct ., Ia .-Lea venworth, Kan., 321 mil es, Chicago &:

Southwest ern (C. R. I. &: 1'.) R .R. ) .
J-2 8-b : 26Y2' bla ck, 1870. IV . (Rome. Ga .-Gad sden , Ala .• Pi" m iles. Co osa Riv er Stea m boa t) .
709-1-1: 26Y2' bla ck. 1880. Ill. (Deca tu r -Cen tralia . III.. 92 m iles, Illin ois Ce n tra l R .R .) .
796-E-I: 27Y2. black . 1883. "E " k il ler. Ill. (Eagle Grov e-H award en , Ia .• 145 m iles. Ch icago &:

North We stern Ry.) .
855-B-I : 27Y2' bl ack . 1886. III. (Eau Claire . Wi s.-Wab asha . Mirm. , 48 miles, Ch ica go. Mil waukee

&: St. Paul Ry .) .
l 34-D-I : 27. black. 1883. II . (Fairhaven . N.Y.-Sayre. Pa .• 118 miles. Sou thern Central (L.V.)

R .R .).
380-F-I: 27Y2, black. 1886. III. (Fern and ina-T ava res. Fla .. 183 miles. Florida Rv. &: Na viga tion

Co .) .
809-1-1 : 26Y2. bla ck . Banknot e. " W" kill er. III. (Fort Sco tt. Kan. -Denison . T ex " 323 m iles.

Missouri . Kansas &: Texas R.R .) .
892-G -I : 26Y2 ' bl ack . 1885. IV. (H elena- Hero n . Mont. T err. , 274 mil es. Northern Paci fic R.R .) .
714-D- I: 26 Y2. blue, 1874. " W " killer. III . (Indianapoli s. Ind .-Galesburg, III.. 266 miles.

Indian apolis, Bloomington &: Western R.R ., Chicago , Burlington &: Quincy R .R.) .
796-F-I: 28. bl ack, 1884. III. (Iro quo is. Dak .-H awarden. la .. 126 miles, Chicago &: Nor th West 

ern R y.).
CHRISTMAS GIFT SUGGESTIONS
FOR YOU R PHILATELIC FRIENDS

PERFORATION BOOK $5 postpaid

SILV ER ANNIVERSARY BOOKLET $2 postpa id

JACK L. JENKINS
POST OFFICE BOX 615

BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 61701

Send SASE for complete li st .
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
THE OCTAGONAL BOXED "FR. SERVICE" MARKING
CLIFFORD L. FRIEND

Article XII of the U.S.-Fr ench convention , effect ive 1 Apr. 1857, specified
certain transit markings to be applied by the receivin g exchange oiiice.'

T he respective offices of exc hange shall pl ace upon th e super scr ipt io n of the
corr espondence of eve ry kind con tai ned in th e ma ils. wh ich they sha ll recei ve
from the correspo nd ing offi ces 01 excha nge. a sta m p . wit h th e d a te . showing th e
wa y in which suc h mails sh a ll have heen forwa rd ed .

The stam p to be p laced upon the corr espo nd ence tra nspor ted between th e
French fron t ier a nd th e Am erican fro nt ier. a t the expe nse o f or on acco u n t of the
post offi ce of Fr ance . sha ll hear. ind epe nden t ly o f t he na me of the exc ha nge office
o f d estinatio n . the cha racters Servo Fr. or Br ., (French o r Br it ish ser vice .) This
sta m p sha ll he p laced in b lue ink on th e corresp ond en ce transm it ted d irectl y, a nd in
red ink on th e co rrespo nde nce tran sm itt ed hy way of England .

T he st am p to be pla ced on the corr esponde nce tr a nspo rt ed between the Am eri 
ca n frontier a nd the French fro n tier. or th e Br it ish fron tier . a t the expe nse of th e
Uni ted Sta tes post off ice , sha ll bea r. independ en tly of the nam e o f t he excha nge
of fice of destinat ion , t he cha ra cters Sen ', Am . (Ame rican servicc.) This stam p
sha ll he pl aced in blu e ink . bot h on the corr esp ond ence tra nsmi t ted d irect a nd on
th at com p r ised in t he mai ls of or fo r the office of Havre, whi ch sha ll have been
transpo rt ed h y the pa ckets of th e New Yor k lin e to Bre men , a nd by the packet s
pl yin g bet ween H avr e a nd Sou thampton . wi tho ut touch ing th e Bri t ish territ or y.
It sha ll be p laced in re d ink on the correspo nd ence com p r ised in the ma ils. wh ich
sha ll have been transp or ted hy the a id of th e Briti sh post o ffice.

The French offices followed the above article by incorp orating SERVo AM.
or SERVo BR. on circu lar name-of-officej date handstamps used on incomin g
mail at Calais -Pa ris tra veling, Paris, and Havre." W ith the advent of French
service by th e Compagni e Cenerale Tr an satl ant ique, whi ch began operat ions in
June 1864, special handstamps, all including PAQ. FR. , were applied by th e
F rench line on departure from New York,x

Figure 1. Montpellier to New York, paid at singl e rate, sen' I S unpaid double rate . Noted ,IS incoming direct
Fren ch ma il by b lue " Fr. Service" and black lola l collect N. YORK 30 FRNH. PKT. OR U.S. 75 NOTES AUG. 9 .
Used in 1864 .

The U.S. offices used a separate transit marking on incoming French mail ,
"Am. Service," or " B r , Service," in an octagonal box, 20-21x1:?.5-13 mm ., the
form er in red if Ameri can packet via En gland, in blue if from French port
- - - -

I. u.s. Postmaster Gen era l's Rep ort for 185; . Ap pen d ix D.
2. Raym ond Sa lles. L a Poste Mo rit. im e Francoise , IV. VTI (ind exed 7fi-RO) .
3. Ibid .. IV, 226 -235.
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direct, and the latter in red, all as per Article XII. And, after June 1864, at
least New York and Boston used, in similar form, a '·F r . Service" marking. Al
though Hargest do es not descr ibe this marking." Blake and Davis in their
descriptive notes for Boston circular marking No. 885 mention a "Fr. Service"
marking" on a cover addresse d to Bosto n from Paris, duly prepaid to destination
by stamps (two copies France 40 centimes, 1862 issue ), wi th year of use being
1866. The "Fr. Service" mark ing is described as blue, but no further information
is given. The circular marking No. 885 is list ed as red, and dated "JAN 30:' A
credit of "3" to th e U. S. is also indicated. The arrival date in the U.S. of the
packet which transported this cover mu st tie in with th e Boston date of 30
January 1866. This au thor's sailing dat a for January 1866 list only one po ssibility
that would match th e circumstances not ed ab ove. The French steame r 'Vash
ington of La Compagnie C eneral e Transatl antique dep arted Havre on 12 Janu
arly 1866 and arrived at New York on 29 j anuary ." Thus, th e Boston postmark
date of 30 Janu ary was properly applied on th e cov er reported by Blake and
Davis.

Unfortunately, we are un able to illustrat e th e Blake/Davis cover (does
any reader know its whereabou ts?), but we are pl eased to show a photo of a
cover from th e coll ect ion of Cha rles J. Starnes , associa te edi tor of th e Foreign
Ma ils sec tion of th e Chronicle . Mr. Starnes's pride and joy is shown as Figure 1,
and he tells me th at the octagon-shaped "Fr. Service" marking , although it is
somewhat faded , was very likely applied with hlue ink.

Figur.e 2 . Bordeaux to New York, full y paid li ng le rate . Blue "Fr. Se rvice " to sho w incomIng direct F Pk
Iran SlI. Poslmarked Augu sl 22, 1865 . r. I.

Classics member L,~uren Ar~n~.o has ~raciou~ly sh~wn us a third example
of th e octagon:sh~ped Fr. Serv~ce markin g on mcornmg F rench treaty mail,
and her cover IS Illus trat ed as FIgur es 2 and 2A. Th e vear of use of th is cover
is 1865, and ye t once again, no doubt becau se of tim e ' and conditions th e "Fr
Service" now appears to the eye as a bluish-gr een shad e, but it was' 'originalh;
stru ck in blue ink. . .

The Starnes cover (Figure 1) was carr ied out of Havre on 27 july by the
French packet Wash ington, which arrived at Ne w York on 9 Aug ust 1864.7

4. George E. Hargest , Lett er Post Comm unirntions , ctc., i fi.n.
5. Bost on Postal Ma rkin gs I " 1890, 1!l2-183.
6. Cli fford L. Fri end , " La Compagnie Genera l" "lra nsa rla ru ique. I864-6fi: ' Ma ri t im e In 

tell ige nce, p. 4.
7. Ibid ., p. I.
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Lauren Arango's cov er (F igure s 2 and 2A) was also transported from Havre by
a vessel of La Compagni e Cenera le Tra nsa tlantiquc, b ut in thi s instance it was
th e Europe, which departed Havre on 2,5 August, and arrived at New York on
6 September 1865.8

Still another example of the octagon-shap ed "F r. Service" marking in a blue
sha de of ink exists on incoming French treaty mails to the U. S., as ind icated
by the ca ta log description of lot 2114 of the Lester Downing sale conducted by
the Robert A. Siegel organization on 24 September HJ74. Regretabl y, no photo
was offered to potential b idders, nor did the catalog descripti on out line th e
postal credits, excha nge offices , etc. \Ve do know, however, th at the cov er
was properly prep aid (b y Swiss stam ps) for carriage to the Unite d States
(Boston) from Lausanne, Swit zerland , under the French treat y mail provi sions
during 1866.

~.
Figure 2A. Closeaup of "Fr. Service"
on Figure 2 cover.

So, at least at thi s writing, we are aware of four examples of the oct agon
shape d "F r. Serv ice" ma rking, all of which are associated with incoming French
treat y mail. All such markin gs were supposedly applied by the exchange office
clerks in th e United States, either at New York or Boston, being ha nd-stampe d
upon the cov ers wi th a shade of ink best described as blue.

Althou gh all exampl es noted of the "Am. Serv ice" an d "Br. Service" mark
ings are on incoming French mails, we have found one example of "Fr. Service"
stampe d on an outgoing French conve ntion cover. F igure 3 shows the marking,
in a red ink , on a cover posted at Boston for eventual carriage to Bra zil. The
letter, processed at the Boston exchange office /) August 1865, was addressed
to Chief E ngine er Joh n Johnson of the U.S. Navy stationed aboard the U.S.S.
Susquehanna, in care of the America n Consul a t Bah ia, Bra zil. As can be
readily det ected, the cover is franked wit h two copies each of the 3<£ and 30<£
denomination s of th e 1861 issue, prep aying double the 33<£ per J~ oz. U.S.-French
treat y rate for letters to Bra zil." Just to the upper lef t of the Boston circular mark
ing1 0 one can det ect th e oc tagon-shape d "Fr. Service" marking, which appears to
several pairs of tir ed eyes as having been applied in the same shade of red ink
as the Boston circular exchange office marking. On e wonders, as the ink colors
appear to be identi cal for b oth markin gs, whether the "Fr. Servic e" marking was
struck upon th e face of th e cover at the Boston excha nge office?

In any event, the cov er does carry th e Boston circular excha nge office
"BOSTON BR. PKT./8 AUG / PAID" in red ink. Also distin ctive in its applica tion
is th e manuscript "60" credit denotat ion (in red crayon) representing a 60<£
U.S. credit to France for carriage out of the United Sta tes by eithe r a French
pack et direct to France or a Briti sh pa cket via England. The Boston excha nge
offic e marking clearl y distinguishes between the two possibilities by indicating
British pack et service, and the dat a show the Cuna rder (British packet ) Scotia
dep arted from New York W ednesday 8 August 1865.11

R. I bi d ., p. 3.
9. Charl es J. Starnes. Fo reign Let ter Mn i! RoI'" o f thr Un ited Statrs . IR47-7?i. P: Il.
10. Blake a nd Davis, 0/). rit .. 170-171.
11. Fri en d . "Cunard Sai lings," 0/). r i l ., P- 91.
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Figure 3. Double-rate Franch mail, Boston to Bahia. Red "Fr. Service" used on outgoing mail. Posted August 8,
1865 .

The cover also bears a marking of the travelin g exch ange office of Calais
Paris, dated 20 August 1865, (confirming transatlantic carriage by the Scotia).
One can only assume through the data supplied by th e late and great maritime
historian Raymond Salles that this cover was transported by the Guienne of
the French "Ligne du Bresil" to Bahia, departing Bordeaux on 25 August, and
arriving Bahia on 17 September 1865,12

It is rather strange to locate a cover addressed to Brazil , and which must
have weighed ~4 to )f oz., and which also had been prepaid during August of
1865 by 66¢ in stamps under terms of the U.S.-French mail treaty. After all ,
it would have been much cheap er at thi s date for th e addressor to prepay
the letter with 45¢ in stamps at the rate applicable to ~2 oz. matter for British
mail service from the United States to Brazil.! " Althoug h the postage would
have been reduced by 21¢, in all probability the cover would still have been
transported to Brazil by the same route! In oth er words , the U.S. would have
placed the letter into a mail bag for carriage ant of New York by a British packet
to England, and th en the British would have sent it on to Franc e for further
conveyance to Brazil by a French packet. 14

Th e author is most desirous of learning more about the octagon-shaped
"Ft. Service" ma rking as it appears on covers. The full time range of its use,
as well as how many U.S. exchange offices for French treaty mail took ad
vantage of its availability, have yet to be det ermined. All Route Agents who
wish to communicate with the author on this subiect should contact him directly
at 8081 Aquadale Drive, Boardman, Ohio 44512.

12. Sall es, op. cit., III , 25.
13. When this cover was po sted at Boston on 8 Au g. 1865, th e addresso r had th e option of

send ing it at 45¢IY2 oz. by Bri t ish ma il via Engla nd (& Fran ce per terms of Ang lo -Fre nc h mail
treaty of 1857) , or a t 33¢ Y4 oz. by Fre nch mai l. Seven ami on e- ha lf weeks la ter , on Sat. 30
Sep. 1865, the Un ite d Sta tes and Brazil Mai l Steam Ship Co . ca rr ied a lit its first U.S. mails
to Br azil a t th e U.S. direct mail ra te of 10cl Y2 oz. (M arit ime Intellige nre, "U .S. & Brazil Mail
SS Co . Sailings," p. I)

14. Salles, at'. cit ., II , 25.
CORRIGENDUM - CUNARD SAILING LISTS
Walter Hubbard adv ises that he has found an err or in the 1859 data (Chron

icle 95:204). Africa arrived back at Liverpool on :30 January, not on 4 February
as stated. Please correct your copies ,
POSTSCRIPT: NEW YORK AND BOSTON FR. PKT. MARKINGS
CHARLES J. STARNES

Two more transit markings, presumably even less common than the "Fr.
Service" of the previous article, were used at New York and Boston on incoming
prepaid French mail carried by th e Compagni e Cenerale Transatlantique.
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Inclusive handstamps for incoming prepa id French mail, direct by French line .

The NEW PAID YORK FH pT / D, red , 31 mm. diameter , is listed by Har gest
and reported on cover by Elliott Perry.s He recor ds the handstamp on a pre
paid (80 cen t.) single-ra te lett er from France, which left Havre 31 Jan. 1867 on
th e French line St . Lament, and arrived at New York 15 Feb .

The BOSTON F R. PKT. PAI D / D , red, 26 mm. diameter , has appa rently
esca ped philat elic record. One example is a strike on a prepa id (2x40 cen t.)
single-ra te letter from Nice. 19 May 1868, leaving Havre 22 May on th e St .
Laurent , an d arriving at New York 3 Jun., Boston 4 Jun .
- - - -

I. L eite r Post Co m mllll;ClIt ioll.I, etr. , i fi.
2. Pat Paragraphs 20, 480-481.
FRENCH MAIL BY THE EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN LINE
GEORGE E. HARGEST

F rom May to th e end of Octob er 1857, the British-owned Euro pean and
American Ste am Shipping Comp any ran th e steamships Qu een of the South,
Indiana, A rgo and Jason between Bremen and New York with calls at Southa mp
ton and Havre. These ships had been in the Australian trade and were owned
by th e Ge neral Screw Steam Shipping Compa ny, wh o, prior to the Crimean W ar.
had intended to open a line between Southampt on and New York. After the
War th ese plans were abandon ed and its fleet was put up for sale. E igh t of its
ships were pur ch ased by th e European and American Steam Shipping Compa ny,
and four were placed on a line to Brazil, wh ile the four abov e-men tioned were
placed on a lin e to New York. '

In his ann ual report for 1857, Postmaster General Aaron V. Brown sta ted :"
Thc posta gcs upon mail s conveyed by th e :"e\\' York aud Brem en line were

$137,754 78, and by th e Ne w York an d Havre line S97.9." O Wi; bein g a decrease of
$5,49 \ 74 by the Brem en , o wing to th e fact tha t mu ch of th e time th er e have been
several foreign steame rs running a nd car rying sh ip let ters on th is li ne , and a n in
crease of $2,125 02 by thc H avre lin e, as compar ed wit h the fisca l year ende d 30t h
June , 1856.

The above sta teme nt by Postm aster General Brown would lead one to
believe th at no tr eaty or contract mail was carried by the ships of thi s line.
The face of a cover present ed here as Fi gur e I certainly nega tes th is idea. The
cover wei ghed over 15, but not over 22~ grams in F rance, in other words , a triple
rat e cover. It bears th e required 3 x 80 cent imes in postage, and the Paris
office marked it with a credit of 271 (3 x 91) for a triple rate letter via E nglan d
by American packet. The letter was also marked "PD" by Paris, indicat ing that
it wa s paid to dest inat ion . Most impor tan t of all, it is endorsed "per stea mer
'Indiana' via Sou thampton." Upon ar riving in New York a NEW PAID YORK/
JUL/ 20/ 45 marking was applied, in red. This is a restat ement of the full triple
rat e, an d as such, is a rarity. F or the most part only th e single rate of 151
was restat ed, even on multiple rate covers. Also the oblong Am. Service mark
ing was applied in red. This indicated a letter that arrived by American packet
through E ng land. These mark ings ind icate that the U.S. Post Off ice recognized

I. N . R . P. Bonsor, No rt h Atlantic Seaway, p . 159.
2. Annu al repor t o f th c Postm aster Gen eral , 1857. 1'. 969. (Wcirenga Reprin t.)
278 Chronicle 96 / Novem ber 1977 / Vol. 29, No . 3



Figure 1. A French mail cover by the steamer "Indiana" of the European and American line..A triple rat. cover
showing a restatement of the French mail rate , and a credit of 3 x 9¢' for a letter by Ame'lcan packet through
England. According to the Postmaster General this line carried only "ship letters." Until now it ·has not been
known that it carried French mail .

mail by this ship as French treaty mail through England by American packet,
and show that th e Postma ster Genera l accepted th e French credit of 27¢,
which indicat es th at he paid the line the sea po stage for mail by this vessel.
W hat Postm aster General Brown evidently meant by his sta tement was that
mail by the European and American line between New York and Bremen was
treated as ship letters. It was perfectly legitimate for thi s line to carry French
mail. Article I, third clause of the U.S.-French convention of 2 March, 1857,
states:"

An d . fina lly. by Bri tish pac ket s and ot her British steam -vessels perf orm in g regu lar
service be tween the ports of Great Brit ai n and the ports of th e Un ited States.

Th e European and American line ships sailed regularly fortnightly from
New York from 27 May until 28 October 1857. The Shipping and Commercial
List and New York Prices Current shows that Indiana ar rived on 20 July 1857,
the date in th e restat ement of rate marking.

3. 16 Sta tu tes-at -Large 871.
Review: Reports of the Postmaster General: 1861, 1862. Reprint, complete with
appendices, 252 pp. Availabl e at $10.00 postpaid from Theron Wierenga, Box
2007, Holland, Mich. 49423. . " , .

Last November the PMG reports for 1847-49 were reviewed and highly rec
ommended for all collectors and / or students of the U.S. cla ssic issues . Theron
Wierenga has continued to reprint rep orts for following fiscal yea rs, through
1862 at present, and once again we wish to remind our members of their perma
nent value. The 1861 report relates some of the postal reactions to th e incipient
Civil War. Th e overland California mails were switched entirely to th e central
route, 1 Jan. 1861, a normal pr ecaution, but PMC Blair was a bit dilatory in
the matter of Southern post offices. Starting 1 April 1861, orders for stamps
from postmasters in the "disloyal" sta tes were not fill ed , but instead 1200
circulars were sent out . In reply, 880 postmasters avowed th eir "pe rsonal respon
sibility" for all revenu es accruing to their offices, and their stamp orders were
filled until 1 June. App arently Blair , like many others, believed the troubles
would not last very long. Susp ension of postal communication with the South
resulted in the accumulation of 31,792 foreign and 76,769 domestic ·letters in th e
period 1 Jun.-1 Nov. 1861. And , in another area, Blair took indep endent action
Chronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29. No .3 279



against twelve "treasona ble" newspapers , banning them from the mails; he de
fends his action b y th e familiar freedom-but-not-license-of-the-press argument.

Appended to th e 1861 report are add itiona l ar ticles establishing Por tland,
D etroit, and Chicago as excha nge offices for Fren ch ma ils (with 9 pages of mail
routings) and for Prussian mails. Th e 1862 report incl udes the U.S. postal con
ventions with Guatem ala and Mexico. A pr act ically un tapped source of sailing
data (ship , dat es of departure and return , amount du e per tr ip) for U.S.-contract
mail packets is list ed for the two fiscal years. The lines involved were: Allan,
Hapag, N.Y. & Havre, North Germ an Llo yd , North Atlantic S.S. Co., Vanderbilt
European, Pacific Mail S.S. Co., Atlantic & Pacific S.S. Co. , "West India," and
Inman.

Sinc e th e ab ove was written we hav e received the indefati gabl e Wierenga's
reprint of th e PMG Reports for 1841 thru 1846 (221 pages, price $10.00). Besides
the usu al Auditor's Reports and mail rout e summa ries , these earlie r reports de
vote mu ch space to th e comp etitive activities of the private expresses- mainly
Harnden & Co. and Adams & Co.-and much more in study of the Briti sh
penny postage op erati on . The 1842 report gives in detail the start and opera
tions of th e U.S. City Despatch Post , which sold and used the first offici ally
authorized U.S. postage stamp.

Inter esting as forerunners of the foreign mail convention system (sta rting in
March 1848 with the first Bremen agreement) are the records of attempts at a
U.S.-Fre nch po stal con vention, with a first dr aft in 1842 and a second in 1844,
both prep ar ed by France. In 1844 there also appears the first draft of a U.S.-
British postal ag reement. Charles J. Starnes
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
THE CIVIL WAR YEARS
Report of the Postmaster General

THERON WIERENGA

These reprints are punched for a small 3-ring

binder and have card covers. Other years are

available, write for particulars.

1861-1862 Complete

1863-1864 Complete

1865-1866 'Complete

Order from :

337 College Ave.

__ _ _ $10.00

__ $10.00

___________________________$10.00

Holland, Mi. 49423
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THE COVER CORNER
scorr GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVER IN ISSUE NO. 94
Figure 1 shows the problem cover from Chr onicle 94, showing two pairs

plus a strip of three of the 1861 1¢ stamp for a total of 7¢. A half-dozen mem
bers, including Ron Hill , Tom Stasney, Alan Atkins, and Dick Graham, have
suggested possible 7¢ rates. Some of th e possibilities cited are:

a. Double weight (2x3¢) plus 1¢ for advertised letters.
b. Double weight (2x3¢) plus 1¢ for way.
c. Double weight (2x3¢) plus 1¢ for carri er fee.
d. Steamboat plus 1¢ for carrier fee.
e. Steamboat plus 1¢ for advertised letter.
f. Seven circulars (7x1¢).
g. Registry (5¢) plus drop letter (2¢).

Figure 1. Cove, from Nashville, Tenn., to Peorie , III., with seve n 1861 1¢ stamps.

Although th e date of the cds is difficult to read, it is probably October 1863.
Nashville was occupied in March, 1862, and early in April started to use a
small double circl e postmark which was used into mid-1 863. This lar ger double
circle marking was used in 1863 and 1864. Either year puts th is use after th e
Act of March 3, 1863, which abolished the carr ier fee, and increased the drop
letter rate from 1¢ to 2¢ (necessitating the 2¢ Blackjack stamp issued in July).

It is possible that this was a double weight letter with an extra 1¢ for an
advertised or way letter. However, it has neither marking. Alan Atkins has seen
way letters through to the 1870s, with 1¢ or 2¢ collected . Often mail carriers
or postmasters were not sure of rates and continue d to collect what they had
previously, especially if they could not read and comprehend newly published
rates.

A way letter was one handed to a contract carrier and delivered by him
to the first post office he reached . Th e fee was supposed to be 1¢, and th e
postmaster paid this to the carrier .

Steamboat or steam rate was similar to way marking, except th at th e car 
rier was a steamer that did not have a contract to carry th e mails . Such boats
were required to hand in the letter at the nearest post office and th e captain
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was paid 2¢ for each letter (except on Lak e Erie whe re the fee was onl y 1¢).
The steamboat fee could be adde d to the regular posta ge, and in March , 1863,
double po stage was charged . The double postage covered the fee pa id to the
boat. Thus a steamboat lett er up to ~ oz. would require 6¢ in postage with the
gove rnment keeping 4¢.

For thi s cover to be either a pr epaid way or stea m use, it would have to
have originat ed ou tside of Nashville and have been brou ght in by contract
carrier (way letter ) or have been landed from a non-contract vessel (stea mboat
letter ) for deposit at th e Nashville post office. It would then have received
th e Nashville postmark and have been forw arded to Peoria by the normal of
ficial postal routes. Without evide nce of origin elsewhere or markings sub
stantiating way or ste am origin , these theories are quite tenuous.

Readers can see th e creases at the bottom of th e enve lope and just above
the stamps caused by a th ick enclosure . The postage rate was 3¢ per U oz.,
so six or more pages would be enough to make this a double weight letter .
This appear s to be a personal letter, (not one sending seven circulars) and
th e envelope is (now) firml y sea led. In any case , the unsea led 'circular rate
was three for 2¢ (additional ra te for each additional three or fewer), to one
address .

Note the marking on the envelope at the top left of the left hand stamp.
This is not a continuation of the cds from the stamp to the envelope, but in
stead th e "C" from OFFICIAL BUSI NESS. Th e enve lope has been reduced
at th e left and th e cds does not tie the left hand sta mp except below it.
Thus, ther e is a good possib ility that there originally was another stamp on
thi s cover. What den ominat ion was it? Nashville had an early supply of the 2ci
Blackjack issued 1 July 63. Based on these covers examined, th ey were well
centered and intense bl ack , and thu s desir abl e stamps. My guess is that there
was a 2¢ Blackjack on thi s cover once, but that it was clipped off. The 9¢
postage would have been for a triple wei ght letter carried by ordinary mean s
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS- uSPc s • SPA

- OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA • uscc • APC

Phone: 513/ 83 1.6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of

Old Confederate and U.S. Covers.

W E BUY A ND SELL OLD U.S. AND CONFEDERATE

COV ERS, M A N USCRIPTS, BOOKS AN D DOCUM ENTS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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from Nashvill e to Peoria, and not advertised. This hypothesis may be shot down
by a reader. (I hop e it is). Please send any further comments, since the cover is
still a problem.

In some future issue we will consider 4¢ rates of the Civil War period.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

$~ $ _/ & ?'h;;; Z··
~~7~~AL

?9~h ;/c?-P'z-~£r_-

Figur. 2. Cov.r origin.ling in Cuba .nd .ddr••••d 10 C.n.d., with 16~ In po.l.g• •

Figure 2 shows the next problem cover, a JOlt buff VI8 envelope plus two
3¢ 1857 singles, with black Savann ah, Georgia cds. Th e stra ight line "HAVANA"
WANTED TO BUY
19TH Century mint and used,

fancy cancels, proofs, multiples,

plate numbers, covers, revenues,

officials, and Confederate. Will

travel to view large collections.

Member: ASDA, USPCS, APS.

TEL: (214) 234-5095

Robert E. Pratt
Citizens Bank Center

Suite 104

Richardson, Texas 75080
Chronicle 96 / November 1977 / Vol. 29. No.3
FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED
New Fall-Winter List

send 50¢ in stamps for illus
trated price list of choice 19th
century cancels: both on and
off cover.

approval selections also avail
able to USPCS and APS mem
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
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and "ADV" are both in black. The cover is backstamped "MONT REAL L.C .
AU 4 1859." Please explain the 161 rate and the routing .

v~~

7lk~ V~
.~~ rI·

~(/...A<

"•....
• j

Figure 3. Union pltriotic cover with 3¢ 1857, postmlrked It Stlunton, VI.

Figure 3 shows a Union Patriotic cover published by Wells of New York in
1861. Is it genuine? What are the problems?
YOUR CLASSIFIED AD at onl y SOc a line . Send w ith payment to Dale R. Pulver,
28411 Knicke rbocke r Rd., Bay Village, Ohio 55140. Ne xt deadline Dec. 15 .
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~
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OUR PUBLIC AUCTIONS
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WORLDWIDE -

• STAMPS & COVERS
• POSTAL HISTORY
• ANTIQUE MAPS

Free Catalogues on Request

Send (or our (ree 6rocfi ure
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~tamp!i Wnlimiteb, 3JUC.
P. O. BOI 1994 £ DeLand, Florida

~D~ 32720

904-734-8152

l1ucfioneers of fine sfttmps & posfttllJistory
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ORGANIZATION

WANT TO SELL IN NEW YORK,

SAN FRANCISCO, LONDON OR SYDNEY?

IF YOU HAVE A COLLECTION OF MERIT, WE

HAVE FOUR AUCTION LOCATIONS OF MERITI

TELL US OR ASK US WHERE TO SELL!

We'll be happy to co-operate with you . And remember,

no matter which office you utilize, you are selling through

Harmer International and the world is our market.

CALL OR WRITE TO US FOR INFORMATION

H. R. HARMER, INC.
(HARMERS OF NEW YORK)

6 West 48th Street
New York, N.Y. 10036

(212) 757-4460

HARMERS OF BOND STREET
41 New Bond Street

London, W1 A 4EH, England
01-629-0218

HARMERS OF SYDNEY PTY. LTD.
187 Macquarie Street

Sydney 2000, N.S.W., Australia
011-61-2 221 2916

HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.
49 Geary Street, Suite 217

San Francisco, California 94102
(415) 391-8244
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