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$8,121,196.00

1977 AUCTION REALIZATION

THE RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF!
WHETHER BUYING OR SELLING,
DEAL WITH THE WORLD LEADER.

YEAR AFTER YEAR AMERICA'S
PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE

AS WE ENTER OUR 48th YEAR OF SERVICE TO PHILATELY ,
WE WISH TO EXPRESS APPRECIATION TO OUR THOUSANDS

OF BUYERS AND CONSIGNORS

120 EAST 56th STREET NEW YORK , N.Y. 10022



Robson Lowe Auctions
MARCH PROGRAMME

2 (80urnemouth)

3 (80urnemouth)

14 (London)

15 (London)

Strong in Great Britain , Germany, Malta , Mexico

and Japan .

POSTAL HISTORY including a valuable collection of

Royal Letters, Henry VIII , Charles II , and the first part

of a valuable study of Great Brita in, and part of a

find of missionary letters.

AUSTRALASIA with the Leslie Leon N.S.W., Queens­

land , Tasmania, the Commonwealth and New

Zea land .

BRITISH EMPIRE - the fine collection formed by an

America n Philatelist.

Catalogues by airmail $3 each.

* * * * *

We are now preparing for the 16th May the R. M. PHILLIPS U.S.A.

Suitable material can always be accepted for forthcoming sales.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LYD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SWl Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables: "Stamps London SW1 " Telex : 915 410

V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31

c:»:
~~

:-.\.

The

....

Overseas corre spondents sen ding property for sa le can avoid Value Added Tax compli­
cations by includin g the V.A.T. number afte r our nam e on the outside of th e package. If
sen d ing by fre ig ht (air or surface) p lease secu re the appropriate labels from us before
se ndin g .
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Unusual 1851-75 Proofs
# 11P31 (3¢ on rice paper)-F-VF margins, tiny thin specks , usual ink brush

trial can.; Rlre, Cit. $275 c . __ .. _net $175

Slme, Block of 4 (Pos. 57-8, 67-8)-mostly F-VF margin s, des . just nipped at
T. L. ; usua l slight faults 2 stamps, 2 sound, fresh & bright . Very
rere, Cit. $1,300 . net $850

# 13P2 (10¢ .mlll dle)-VF, Cit. $275+ . net $250

#35P3 (10¢ Ty 5 on Indll)-VF marg ins, gu ideline at left, tiny tears at top,
Rlre, Cit. $275 net $225

#36P3 (12¢ on Indil}-card mounted, about fine, Rlre, Cit. $250+ net $250

Slme, Horlz. Pllr-VF to superb margins, rich color, small thin in one,
Rere, cat. $650 (as 1/2 block) . net $500

# 38P2 (30¢ .mlll die}-VF, Cit. $275+ .._net $250

#40P5 (1¢ on wove}-Imperf, fine , Rere & unll.ted net $225

#43P5 (10¢ on .tlmp plper)-Horiz. Plir, VF margins, tiny thin, invisible
pressed w rinkles, Rue & unlisted. PF cert . net $650

#44P5 (12¢ on stamp paper)-Horiz. Plir, pos. 18-19 , VF-superb margins,
tiny th in in one , full OGI Rlre & unlisted, PF cert . . . net $650

#57P3 (5¢ "August'')-Block of 4, card mounted, JF to VF, rich color; Rere,
Cit. $700+ . net $750

# 63P1 (1¢ 186 1)- VF appr., 1¥a" x 2", sma ll thin, Cit. $650 net $450

#65P1 (3¢ 1861)-Ex. fine, 21/4 " x 2 113 ", Beluty, Cit. $650+ net ·$650

#68P1 (10¢ 1861 )-Very fine , 11/2" x 1%", Brilliant color, Cit. $650 net $550

#73P5 (2¢ on .tamp paper)-lmScerf, superb, greenish black, full OG & NH,
gu m ridge across top e ge, Rare & unlisted .__ . net $250

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN PROOFS AND ESSAYS?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with Reference.
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Clrrylng Chlrges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE, published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug., and Nov. by the U. S. Philatelic Classics
Soc iety, Inc.. a t 2030 Glenmont Ave., N. W., Canton, Ohio 44708. Second class postage paid at Canton.
Ohio 44711 and additional mailing off ice . Subscription price $14.00. Prin ted In U.S.A.
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ufmann
ctions

John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1522 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone ~. dD~
(202) 638-5658 ~~r[;1

Shown are a few of the prices real ized from a
recent Auction. Our fee is a modest 20%
commission and there are no other charges.

Liberal , interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D.C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection ...

Four Do llar
Columbian .
Never hinged .
Cat. $1150.

Sold at Kaufmann's
Auct ion for a record
breaking pr ice of

lliiiliiiiiiiiiiiiiii_1II $3750.

No. 103. 1875
Re- issue.
Cat. $1150.
Sold for $1900.

No.2, Positi on
R681. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900.

Some Other
Realizations:
No. 271, 6f Dull Brown , NH Cat. $20. Sold $110.
No. 296, Plate Block . NH Cal. 51000. Sold $2000.
No. 330, ~ Jamestown , NH . . Cat. $50. Sold $170.
No. 401, I t!Pan Pacific , NH ... Cat. $9.50. So ld $110.
No. 446. 4( Line Pair , NH . Cat. $350. Sold $750.
No. 476, 20< Ultra, NH . . Cat. $70. Sold $200.
No. 403, Plate Bloc k . . . . Cat. $2500. So ld $4000.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 - 424-9519

We will sell at Auction or buy outright
your quality U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on outright
pu rchases.

If your hold ings are exceptionally
valuable, our appraiser can visit yo u
in your home.

NO.1 Unu sed
Cat. $700.
Sold for $1600.

r--------------------,
I

I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon and mail it to us. Wewill contact . I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descr iption : I
I II catalog (or estimated) value: $ I
I Name Addre s. I
I City State Zlp Telephone I
I •

~--------------------~
4 Ch ronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No . I
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INTEGRITY
costs you nomore

- and it's nice
to know it's there.

WOLFFERS, tobesure.

Public Auction February 23, 24, &25
Featu res U.S., Brit ish Commonwealth and

more from Dr. Boris Rubio 's MEXICO collection.

U.S. #121b , 1869, 30¢ flags inverted .
used - one of finest examples known.

Catalog 3 weeks before sal es.
BY MAIL : Send name, address and $1.

1~!~l;!1!1£~,'t!!,f!!!!!n~rNC
127KearnyStreet, SanFrancisco, California 94108· (415)781-5127

# 591
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
Several important and unusual featu res appear in this issue. Th e guest sec­
tion presents a thorough discussion of the New York Postmaster provisional
stamps initia led by Robert Morri s himself. Thi s is the first of a series of articles
prepared by Philip T. Wall on variou s aspects of this fascinat ing issue. The
second ar ticle will appear in May . The 1861-69 section features th e first install ­
ment of a detailed and comprehensively illustrat ed article by Bert Christian on
1867 experime ntal grills. Richard Searing continues his project of listing and
analyzing the use of covers with high values of the 1869 issue by compiling
information on 30ri 1869 covers. Important new informa tion on American packet
sailings in the period following cessat ion of Collins Line service is the sub ject
of an article-including sailing tabl es-by Will iam K. Herzog in th e foreign mails
section.

The regular departm ents also contain much valuable reading. Ken de Lisle
concludes his account of ship letters on the Hudson. Creighton Hart continues
his detailed study of 1847 use in New York state, th is time considering New
York ci ty use. Th e conclusion of "Ga teway to the ' Vest" by Tom Alexander and
David Beals appears in th e 1851-61 section.

An unusual cover is featured in the railroad section and the Cov el' Come r
pro vides some challenges for rea ders . Some interesting and enter taining short
articles and reviews fill out the issue.
Review: The Private Ship Letter Stamps of the World, Part 1, The Caribbean,
by S. Ringstrom and H. E. Tes tor. Published by the authors and printed in
Sweden (althoug h neither publisher nor copyright data is included in the book).
166 pages, hardbound, with approximatel y 200 cuts, of which 25 are in full
color. In addition, 6 facsimile sheets of stamps are tipped in, and an eight page
pricing pamphlet is included . Available in the U.S.A. from Chronicle advertiser
Leonard Hartmann , P.O. Box 21397, Lou isville, Ky 40221, at $40.00, postp aid.

At first , some lame excuse seemed necessary tu call to the atte ntion of
Chronicle readers this delightful and enjoyable volume on a subj ect not essen­
tially connected to U.S. stamps and postal history. However , covers may be
found bearing U.S. postal markings, such as th e New York Steamship sequence,
which also bear the stamps discussed in the book. Actually, the book titl e is
something of a misnom er, since it covers the post al histo ry aspects, the history
of the various stea mship compa nies that issued the stamps, and, in short, just
about everything anyone would want to know about them.

This volume confines itself to stamps of the pri vate ship lines that operated
in the Caribbean, but that includes certain issues of the Hamburg-American
line (HAPAG) as well as the more local line issuing the famous "Lady McL eod"
stamps. Both famili es of stamps are shown in full color on fine covers, as well as
are several other issues, not all of which are in short supply. For the details of
the chapter subj ects, see Hartmann's ad in Chronicle 95:161.

While the book is positively the definitive work on its subj ect , the real
reason why it will soon be out of print is the sheer enjoyment one gets in
browsing through it. Whether one collects these stamps or not , the book is
highly recommend ed to Chronicle readers with any interest in either ship mails
or postal history of the Caribbean in general.

Richard B. Graham
YOUR CLASSIFIED AD at on ly 50¢ a line. Send w ith payment to Dale R. Pu lver,
::8411 Knickerbocker Rd., Bay Village, Oh io 44140. Next deadline March 15 .

Ch ronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30, No. I 7



GUEST PRIVILEGE
THE NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONAI:S INITIALED "RHM"
PHILIP T. WALL

Robert Hunter Morris served as Postmaster of New York City from May 21,
1845 to May 18, 1849. Shortly after taking office Postmaster Morris proceeded
with a plan to issue an adhesive postage stamp as authorized by the Act of
March 3, 1845. The stamps were printed by Ila wdon, Wr ight, and Hatch, the
same firm that printed the 5f/- and lOf/- 1847 stamps.

Porlr. it of Postm.st.r Robert H. Morris, with his slgnatur. , from O. 5. Hlrt luction Clt i iogul.

The first delivery of stamps by the printer was on Saturday, July 12, 1845.
Although the New York City Post Office was open for a short time both
in the morning and in the afternoon on Sunday in 1845, it is believed the
stamps were not placed on sale until Mond ay, July 14, 1845. The earliest covers
known to me are dated July 15, 1845, and while these covers have two different
types of town postm arks , all six covers bear stamps that are not init ialed. Stan ley
B. Ashb rook reports the earliest known cover hearing initialed stamps is dated
July 18, 1845. On this cover addressed to Providence, Rhode Island, the stamp
is initi aled "RHM" from top to bottom and is tied to the cover by two wide
horizontal pen strokes . Thi s cover was lot 130 in the Vaha n Mozian sale of
January 19, 1956, and was sold as lot 1110 in the Robson Lowe sale held in
Geneva on April 30, 1976, at which time it realized 5,000 S.F . Jus t as this art icle
is being tu rned over to the editor-in-chief, 1 read this cover is again being
offered as lot 8 in the Sotheby Parke Bernet sale to be held November 21, 1977.
8 Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No.1



Ashbrook also reports the earlies t known cover with the stamp initialed "ACM"
to be da ted July 28, 1845.

In his handbook T he Postage Stam ps of the United States (Rev. 1937)
John N. Lu ff wrote: "Fearing tha t they might be counterfeited, it was de cided
to authenticate the stamps by the endorsement of the postmaster. Mr. Morris
undertook to do this but soon found that it required too much of his time
and delegat ed th e work to his assistants. It is belie ved th at he signe d only two
sheets, on two succe eding days [emphasis supplied ]. On one sheet the initials
"RHM" read from top to ho ttom of the stamps in a slightly diagon al line. On the
other sheet the direction of the endorsement is reversed and reads from bottom
to top."

The same stor y has been told in many subsequent articles about the 5¢ New
York sta mp an d severa l of the writers stated for a defi nite fact that Postmaster
Morris initia led only two sheets of stamps.

RHM copy postmarked 13 March a"d add ressed to New Bedford , Mas• . See te'" for dHcriptio" of Cover #1.

As far as I have been abl e to det erm ine the first philatelic writer to ques­
tion Luff's acco unt of Morris initialing only two shee ts in Jul y of 1845 was John
R. Boker who displayed and discussed his collec tion of U.S. Postmasters , Car­
rie r and Local Stamps before the Royal Ph ila telic Society of London on March
18, 1965. An account of his disc ussion of his collection was published in the
Ma y 1966 issue of th e Londo n Philatelist , journ al of the RPSL. Mr. Boker re­
fered to the stamp initialed "RH M" as ha ving either "thick" or "thin" initials
and stated that copi es having "thin" are on grey pap er. He states th e two types
of signatures (initia ls) are not con tem porary and the impression, pap er, and
postm ark ind icat e the "thin" signa tures were accomplished much later than
the "thi ck" signatures . He states that he doubts that more than twenty copies
of the sta mp wit h "RHM " initia ls exist. He concludes by saying it ha s been
asser ted that at least two sheets of the "thick" signature wer e used although he
hac; no record in his file of duplicat e plate posi tions .

I have read this portion of the Boker ar ticle several times and it is clear to
me he realized there was a fallacy in the original story ind icati ng that Morris
initialed only two sheets of the; stamps 0 11 successive days in 1845. However it
is equa lly clear that he failed to recognize th e full significance of the distinctive
difference in the stamps ini tia led by Postm aster Morri s in 1845 and those
initialed by him in 1847. Th e determining factors are the type of canc ellation
on the stamps, the cha rac teristics of th e grey pap er and th e angle of the initials.

In Pat Paragraphs #5, November H131, Elliott Perry discussed on pages
98 and 99 the types of cancella tions used in the New York Post Office(s) from
Chro nicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No. I 9



July 1845 to 1847. He mentions pen strokes with one or more lines, the curved
red PAID indicatin g prepaid mail and the various stamps of New York town
postm arks . Perry sta tes that as early as the spring of 1847 a new canceller came
into use-the so called "dia mond grid"- an unframed square gridiron composed
of 14 diagonal bars. Th e usually accurate Mr. Perry in this case was somewhat
remiss in reporting when the red diamond grid came into use, Actually this grid
had been placed into serv ice in the New York Post Offices in the fall of 1846 or
several months earlier than reported by Mr. Perry. An excellent example of th is
typ e of cancellation is on the cover in the photograph identified as figure 20
on page 48 of George E. Hargest's book Th e History of Letter Post Commu nica­
tion Between the United States and Europe, 1845-1875. The postal markings on
this cover show conclu sively th at its use was in 1846. [See also Figure 1, 1847
section, in this issue.]

~

~. .

~~
~~~

RHM copy .ddr....d 10 N.w H.v.n, Conn. s•• I.xl for description of Cov.r #3.

Mr. Luff in his book gives us the last date of delivery of the stamp to the
New York Post Office as being j anu ary 7, 1847. This delivery contained 100
panes of 40 stamps each or a tota of 4,000 stamps. Apparently Rawdon, Wright
and Hatch did not keep a record of the dates of their deliveries of the stamps
after November 25, 1845, until the date of the last delivery in early 1847. No at­
tempt was made b y the printer to record which deliveries contained stamps
printed on the various types of paper that it used from time to time. We know,
however, from an examination of covers that exist tod ay that all the stamps
printed on blue paper and all of the stamps printed on grey paper were in the
January 7, 1847, delivery of stamps to the Postmaster. The earliest reported
use of the blue paper variety on cover of which I have a record is March 19,
1847. Other uses are recorded on March 20 and March 25. Th e earliest recorded
use of the stamp printed on grey paper is February 8, 1847. This cover was lot
78 in the Caspary sale held by H. R. Harmer on November 15, 1955.

I have no record of a "RHM" variety on either grey or blue paper bein g
used on cover. Th e only account of an off cover "RH M' stamp on blu e paper
was in an auction almost 65 years ago. In October 1913 the Nassau Stamp
Company sold at auction the specialized 5¢ New York collection of O. S. Hart
of Cleveland. Th is collection consisted of 400 stam ps and lot 22 was described
as being on blue paper and cancelled in red . This lot had the highest realization
of any in the auction-$211-including strips of four on covers to Cincinnati ,
Ohio, and to Fort Wayne , Indiana. It was described as the only known copy
and from the purchase price the buyer obviously thought he was buying an
"RHM" variety on blue paper. For a long time I was most skeptical that such
a stamp could exist. Now, however, I .am of the opinion that such a variety is
10 Chronicl e 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30, No. I
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RHM copy addro..od to Philadolphla. Seo toxt delcription of Covor # 4.

possible but if so what has become of this stamp duri ng the intervening 65
years? My records show a total of six covers with stamps initialed "RHM" be­
ing used f rom New York (stamps initi aled "RHM" and used on covers addressed
to New York are a different matter and will be discussed in another arti cle as
well as one hybrid cover). These six covers are as follows:

I. Cover addressed to J. R. Congdon , Cash ier, New Bed ford , Mass. T he New York
to wn postmark is 13 March . T his cover was lot 88 in th e Caspa ry sale an d sold for
$1,400. T he stam p is position 38, is pl aced near the u pper left corner of th e cover,
a nd cance lled by a red PAID . It does not appear to be tied to the cover by th e cancel.

2. Ano ther cover addressed to Congdon is postmarked 19 March an d is posit ion
39. Like the Caspa ry cover th e stam p is near the up per left corner of th e envelope,
cancelled by a red PA ID and does not a ppear to be tied to the cove r. T h is cover was
lot 9 in the H armer , Rooke & Co. sa le held Novem ber 13, 1944 (Col. Green , Pa r t 17)
and rea lized 5500.

3. Cover add ressed to Miss Mari a Mullis Bro wne, New H aven , Conn. The post­
ma rk is J ul y (?) . Ap parently the stamp is ba rely tied hy two heavy horizonta l black
pen strokes. This cover was in the collection of Consu l Klep wh ich was sold by Willy
Balasse in Bru ssels in 1956 a nd was again so ld by Rober t A. Siegel on Ma rch 9, 1957.
T he PAID is straight ra th er th an slightly cu rved a nd is smaller than the usual New
Yor k PA ID . T he postm ark is no t legib le in the photograp hs in the Siege l a nd Balasse
ca talogues and the Siege l cat alogue makes no mention of the date of th e postmark.
T he descr iption in th e Ba lasse ca ta logue is in French but it appa re n tly says the pos t­
m ark is J u ly 15, 1845. If thi s is true thi s wou ld be a fir st day rover. I am skeptica l of

. .

;I

"- . ;

) . ) .
I ,

RHM copy pOltmarked 18 Juty and addre..ed to Provid ence, R.1. DOlcribed in toxt II Cove, # 6.
Chro n icle 97 / Feb ruary 1978 / Vol. 30, No. I II



this cover because the PAID marking is not the type of stri ke that would have in­
dicated mail that was prepaid at th e New York Post Office. T his stamp is position 33
an d is in th e upper ri gh t hand corner of the envel ope .

4. Cover addressed to Samue l H . Perkins, Esq., Phil adelphia. The stamp is re­
ported as position 20 an d is cut very ~lose at th e botto~. It is tied to th e c?ver by two
very hea vy horizon tal pen strokes. T IllS cover was lot 3 m th e sale of th e Bingham col­
lection by Daniel F. Kelleh er on December I , 1950.

5. Cover addressed to Messr, Fay & Farw ells, Boston , Massachusetts. T he cover is
postmarked 29 August and the stamp is in the upper left corner of the cover. It is
can celled by two diagonal and slightly messy blu e pen strokes and apparently . is not
tied to the cover . T h is was lot 25 in the sale of the Stephen Brown coll ection by
Harmer , Rooke Inc. on October 30, 1939, and was later added to th e Mill er Collec­
tion in the New York Ci ty Public Li brary. It was among the items stolen in 1977.

6. Cover addressed to Solomon In graham, 243 Sou th Mai n Street , Providence ,
Rhode Island. The cover is pos tmarked 18 July and th e stamp is in the upper left corner
and tied by two unusually heavy horizontal pen strok es. T his is th e cover that Ash­
brook states is th e earliest kn own usage of "R HM " on cover.
N ote : I ha ve never owne d or inspected any of these covers, All would . appear, h.ow­
ever, to be gen u ine with th e possibl e excep tion of cover numb er 3 which I consider
very doubtful.

Figure 1. Unique unused RHM
copy.

Figure 2. Unique reconstructed
vertical pair .

Fillure 3. RHM copy with "thick"
in,tials.

Figure 1 is the unique unus ed "RHM" copy which is the basis for the
catalogue listing. The initi als are almost vertical. This copy is on bluish paper
and was probably initialed in July of 1845. It is plate position 31 and is the
variety ''bottom frame line double," ex-Moody and Consul Klep .

Figure 2 is the unique reconstructed vertical pair, plate positions 3 and 8
and from the Newbury collection. These stamps are on bluish paper and were
probably initialed in 1845.

Figures 3 and 4 are stamps on bluish paper and both are cancelled by
blue pen marks . Th e stamp in Figure 3 has "thick" initial s and is from plate
position 6 while the stamp in Figure 4 has "thin" initials and is from plate
position 16. Both of these stamps were probably initialed in 1845. The stamp
in Figure 4 is from the Hind collect ion.

It will be noted that the stamps in Figures 1 thro ugh 4 are all initialed top
to bottom and on each stamp the initials are more vertical than diagonal. Each
stamp is initialed in bright magenta ink.

All of the stamps in Figures 5 through 7 are on grey paper and it will
be noted the initials are more diagonal than vertical. The initials are on the
"thin" side and the stamps all have red cancels rather than pen cancels. While
it will not be evident from th e photographs the ink used to initial the stamps
has faded from magenta to a pale bro wnish violet.
12 Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 110. No. I



Figure 4. RHM copy with " thin"
initials.

Figures 5 and 6. RHM copies w ith red grid u nee ls on grey paper
indicating they wo,e initialed in 1847.

Figures 5 and 6 are copi es with the "RI-I M" initials read ing top to bottom.
Both of these stamps have red grid cancels and are from the Moody collec tion.
The stamp in Figure 5 is plate position 11 and that in Figure 6 is plate posi­
tion 38.

Figure 7 represents an item that is unique in several respect s. The two
stamps are the only known "RH M" varieties that are initialed bottom to top .
Both have received certificates of genuineness from the Phil at elic Foundation
as have all of the oth er stamps in Fi gures 1 through 6. These stamps are from
plate positions 27 and 28 and are the only known example of a recons tructed
horizontal pair of the "RHM" varie ty. It will be noted that the flat tail of the
letter "M" on the left stamp ties perfectl y onto the right stamp. The left stamp
is the only known "RH M" cop y can celled hy th e curved red PAID and the
right stamp is the only known "RH M" varie ty initialed bottom to top can­
celled with the red grid. Th e two stamps were used on separa te covers and have
recently been rejoined af ter having been separated for 130 yea rs. It is my be­
lief the sta mps shown in Fi gur es 5 thro ugh 7 were initialed by Postmaster
Morris sometim e after January 7, 1847, possibly in late January or most likely
in early Fehruary 1847.

Figure 7. Unique reconst ructed
horizontal pair, initialed bo"om to
top (on grey paper).

Figu re 8. RHM copy initia led by
someone other tha n Postmaster
Morris .

Referring again to that portion of the Boker ar ticle in the London Philatelist
regarding how to distinguish between the "RHM" var iety with "thick" and
"thin" initi als, my research has shown there to be no more difference in the
impressions of stamps with these two typ es of initials than there is with stamps
eithe r uninitialed or with the more common "ACM" initials. I do not con­
sider. the fac tor of impression to be a valid crit erion in distin gui shing between
stamps initialed by Mr . Morris in 1845 and in those initialed by him in 1847.
Nei ther do I consider the cri terion of postmark to be of any help since none
of the 33 copies of which I have a record are cancelled by any of the post­
marks used in New York City in 1845-1847. The stamp in Fi gure 6 has a small
part of a red town cancel in the lower right corn er , but thi s is of no help in
determining when the stamp was initia led. It is my belief Postmaster Morris
used pens with both blunt and fine points to initial stamps in July 1845 (Figures
3 and 4) but used only a fine point pen in 1847 (F igur es 5 through 7).
Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 3D, No. I 13



Figure 8 is a stamp from plate position 2 with "RHM" initials which, in
my opinion, was not initia led by Postmaster Morris notwithstanding the fact
it is supposed to have received a finding of "genuine" by one of our leading
expert groups. It is entirely possible the Postmaster authorized someone in his
office to use his initials in validat ing some of the stamps but I find no fact on
which to base an assumption. A comparison of Figure 8 with Figures 1 through
7 and the signature below the autographed photograph of Postmaster Morris at
the beginning of this arti cle will clearly show the stamp in Figure 8 to have
been initialed by someone other than Mr. Mor ris, I consider the stamp in
Figure 8 to not have the valid initials of the Postmaster as signed by himself.
Just as this article is about to be forwarded to the editor-in-chief, I've learned
this stamp is being offered as lot 14 in the John W. Kaufmann sale to be held
November 22, 1977.

SUMMARY
The following notes are taken from the records of the writer. There are

20 "RHM" off cover copies and 13 copies on cover. Of the 20 off cover copies,
one was initialed by someone other than Postmaster Morris. There is one un­
used copy and there are 19 used off cover copies including one reconstructed
vertical pair and one recently reconstructed horizontal pair. Of the total of
.33 copies, some 31 are initialed top to bottom and only two- the reconstructed
horizontal pair-initialed bottom to top. Twenty-eight copies are on bluish paper
and five copies are on grey paper. All of the five copies on grey paper have red
cancellations (one PAID and four grids) and two of these-the reconstructed
horizontal pair- are initialed bottom to top. All of the 13 copies on cover are on
bluish paper and are initia led top to bottom.

No individual's records of Postmaster's Provisionals can ever be con­
sidered as 100 percent complete. My own records are based prim arily on
clippings from U.S. auction catalogues over the past 30 years and on the rec­
ords of the Philatelic Foundation. I would like to take this opportunity to ex­
press my thanks to the Curator and his staff for their helpful assistance. If any
readers can help me update and make my records more complete, I shall be
pleased to hear from them.

In my next article I shall present an up-to-d ate classification system for the
initials used to validate the New York Postmaster's Provisionals.
Review: Gold Rush Steamers of the Pacific, by Ernest A. Wiltsee, Quarter ­
man reprint with new foreword by Basil Pearce, a frontispiece picture of the
author, and an important addendum of over 90 fine covers carried by the
steamers in a two per page format of illustrations. The original book had 367
pages with illustrations of the steamers, a few covers and propaganda cards.
Endp aper maps, front and back. Available at $35.00 postpaid, from the
pub lisher, Quarterman Publications, Inc., 5 South Union St., Lawrence, Mass.
01843.

This book, originally published in 1938 by the Grabhorn Press of San
Francisco, is in a way a counterpart to the somewha t similar Panama Route of
Kemble , also rep rinted in recen t years. Both are excellent books, although neither
is directly pertinent to specific data concerning covers. However, Kemble ,
written as a thesis for an academic degree, does not cater qu ite as much to
the needs of collectors as does Wiltsee, who was a very prominent collector
himself.

Recommended to all with an interest in U.S. postal history, and essential
to those collecting the covers trans ported by the steamers. The book is printed
on the usual high quality paper with library bindings used by Quarterman.

Richard B. Graham
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THE PRESTAMP AND
STAMPLESS PERIOD

KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor

SHIP LETTERS ON THE HUDSON RIVER
LETTER MAIL ON THE HUDSON RIVER 1799·1810

KENNETH R. DE LISLE
(Con tinued from Chronicle 96:22.';)

Mail travelling the post roads between NewYork City and Albany in this
period was carried by stage coach, under contract. The Postmaster General in
his report for 1811 cites Martin and Branch" as the mail contractors on the
east side, with an agreement running from December 1, 1811, to December 31,
1814, at $3,300.00 per annum, three trips weekly each way. Joseph Nichols was
named as the mail contractor on the west side under an agreement running
October 1, 1811, to December 31, 1814, at the same compensation and fre­
quenc y." Whil e a decided improvement over the foot post and post rider, stage
carriage was not entirely satisfactory. Reading through the Postmaster General
letters turns up many complaints on the practice of leaving off mail to ac­
commodate with the vacated space additional passengers, baggage or merch an­

.dise. Often, substantial fines were levied for proven delinquencies.

Figure 2. Nov. 24, 1794. Hudson, N.Y., downriv.. In sloop. Prlvat.ly unled outsld. th. mail. prior to
contract period .

So we find letter mail being entrusted to sloop captains who would en­
sure its delivery, sometimes in person. A numb er of the sloops were fitted
out to carry passengers and would handle no bulky freight, just parcels, fragile
merchandise, and letters. The passengers, too, carried letters as a convenience
to others. Mail carried privately violated no Federal law, for the river had not
yet been declared a post road. With favorable winds a sloop could make ex­
cellent time; there is a record of the Caroline sailing from New York to Fishkill

6. National Archives Microfilm Pu blication , Letters Sent by th e Postmaster General:
Roll 17.
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in five hours, an exceptional performance." Of course, the same trip with un­
favorable wind and tide could take four or five days. Mail carried on the river
in this manner is difficult to iden tify unless speci fically directed. Figure 2 is
an example of a letter written in Hu dson, addressed to New York and directed
"per Capt. Cory." Although prior to 1799, it is shown here because of its appea l
to a postal history collector. The writer is Cotton Gelston, one of the found ers
of the City of Hudson, N.Y., prominent merchant and the first postm aster , to
which position he was appointed when th e office opened Jun e 12, 1792. He was
also an ardent Federalist, which led to his removal during the Monro e adminis­
tration. Th e content s are of a bu siness nature and it is quite revealing to dis­
cover Celsto n's preference of the river to the land mail which he himself would
make up .

The Post Office Department realized, even at a much later date, th is prac­
tice was difficult or impossible to curb. Postmaster Ceneral Meigs wro te Celston's
successor:

Alexander Coffin
PM Hudson N.Y.

Your letter of th e 7th is before me . If passengers in pa cket boats drop letters
wh ich th ey have brou ght with th em into th e post office you can charge only one
cent on th em, thi s for your trouble. You are not bound to receive for de livery bu t
it will be difficul t to avoid doin g so, they may be dro p t [sic] into your off ice
without your knowledge.

RJMS

We can only surmise the volume of correspondence carried in a similar manner
on the river outside of the mails. Th en, in 1807, an event took place which for­
ever changed the rustic appearance of the Hudson River, its mails and even­
tually the history of water tran sportati on.

On Aug ust 17 Robert Fulton mad e th e first experimental trip up the Hud­
son in his creation, a vessel with two sails but modified in design to be prin­
cipally propelled by two side paddle wheels , driven by a steam engine im­
ported from England. On August 19 she reached Albany after laying over
about twenty hours at Clerm ont, th e hom e of Fulton's financial backer Robert
Livingston . On the return trip she left Albany August 20 and arrived back in
New York th e following day in some thirt y hours running time. The vessel
was formally enrolled in New York on Septemb er 3 as the North River Steam
Boat. On Septemb er 4 she made her first commercial run, through to Albany in
28 hours, 45 minutes.

Th e first commerci al steamboat is traditionally called the Clermont. Donald
C. Ringwald , Hudson River stea mboat authority, sta tes she was never officially
known by that nam e and quite logically explains the confusion ,

In order to rem edy flaw s in he r desi gn an d imp rove her passenger accommo­
dations, the North . River Steam Boat was rebuilt and enlarged betw een th e operat ­
in g season s of 1807 and 1808. T h is cha nge d th e dim en sions and th e new sta tu tory
measurements were record ed when she was enrolled again on May 14, 1808. Her length
was now 149 feet, an increase of seven feet. T he first h aili ng po r t had been New York ,
but on th e new enrollment it was set do wn as Cler mo nt. T his was beca use Livin gston ,
who the da y before h ad offi cia lly purc hase d a half-in terest in the vessel from Ful ton ,
took care of th e enroll men t.

In asmuch as a ha ili ng port is in no sense a part of th e nam e, the fact th at the
North River Steam Boat of New York becam e th e N orth Ri uer Steam Boat of Cler mon t
would normally be of little int erest. She continued to paddle her way up and down the
ri ver and was still th e Nort h R iver Steam Boat when she made her last trip in 1814.

In 1817, two years after Robert Fulton 's dea th, Th e Life of R obert Fulton by Cad ­
wallader D. Cold en was published and in th a t work the aut ho r called the vessel the
Glennont. Colden was a lawyer who afterwards becam e mayor of New York City, his
book had about it the aura of an official biography. Regardless of how he reasoned or
th e ba sis for hi s thinking, Colden in effec t re na med th e steamboa t, for lat er historians
regarded him as such a firm source th a t Clermon t cam e to be generally accep ted as
th e original nam e.n

7. Robert H . Boyle, T he H udson R iver (New Yor k, Norton & Co., 1965) , p. 97.
8. Le tt ers Sen t by the Postmaster General, Roll 19.
9. Donald C. Ringwald, H udson R iver Day Line (Ber keley, Cal.: Howell -North Books ,

1965) , p. I. Quoted with permission of th e publisher s.
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During the 1808 season she demonstrated her prior performance could be
bettered, regularly reducing the running time until the best voyage of the year
was achieved on October 2, when she was clocked in an even 27 hours . The re­
liability and regularity of this new means of river travel clearly indicated a
new era had arrived. Business was brisk, the Fulton-Livingston monopoly pros­
pered and plans for a second steam vessel brought to a speedy conclusion.
On September 28, 1809, the second steamboat, Car of Neptune, went into service.

The effect on the sloop business was not at first apparent, for it was not
possible for one or two steamboats to seriously cut into the traffic of several,
hundred sailing vessels, most of which made local stops. However, we do know
that letters and packages requ iring expeditious delivery did go by these new
boats, specifically so directed in their addressing. Conveyed by agents or passen­
gers as in the pre-steam manner, such lett ers can be identified by the hand­
written directi ve "per Steam Boat" or variations. The earliest to come to my
attention is dated November 11, 1808, directed "per Steam Boat" in the hand
of the writer, dropped into the Albany office and there rated 1 (cent ) for local
delivery. This is a so-called Clermont cover, much prized by collectors. There
may be earlier dates yet to be recorded; 1808 was a long and busy season.

The seasons of 1809 and 1810 continued the successful patt ern of steam­
boat travel. In these years we record frequently the letters directed by boat and
put into the post office at the river ports, marked with a drop lett er charge, with
a consequent loss to the POD in revenue, although this may not have completely
been the reason for private carriage. Certainly both the steamboat company and
the Post Office Department were aware of the advantages of speedy passage
and how it could be applied to the mails, also that private conveyan ce of lett ers
(growing apace because of these advantages) could be reduced through Post
Office control. Gideon Granger, reporting as Postmaster General on February
21, 1810, stated that if water mail routes became necessary his office had the
power to create and establish such rout es. We do not know which party made
the first move; whether it was the steamboat company aggressively seeking
revenue or whether it was the Post Office Department searching for a way to
reduce complaints regard ing stage mail remains unconfi rmed. We do know
that in 1810 the first contract for conveying mail over inland waterways of the
United States went into effect.

In a letter found in the microfilm records the following appears :

Robert Ful ton
Clermont, N.Y.
Yours of the 4th is received . I consen t to allow th e captai n of th e ste amboat between
the cities of New York and Albany three cents for each letter deliver ed at th e several
P .O.s an d I hav e authorized th e severa l P.M s to ma ke payment on each delivery. In­
closed I send you a Cont ract , bond and oa th . Please insert th e name of th e Com­
mander, have them duly execu ted and return them to this office without de lay. T he
PM at Wash in gton. Pa . has not resigned.

Gideon Gra nger1 0

Within days, the Postmaster General entered the contents of a circular in his
lett erbook , thus :

CIRCULAR
17 August 1810

You are authorized to contract with the master of any regular packet run ni ng to
and from you r port, for the conveyan ce of a public mail in sai d pac ke t; each voyage
on the follo win g tenns- that is to say. sa id packe t ma ster shall re ceive of th e PM of
th e office of deli very three cents on each letter or packet and on e fourth of a cent on
each Newspa per by h im delivered ; he previou sly en ter ing into a written Contract. wit h
Bond and Suret y and taki ng th e PO oat h in the same way and manner as is do ne by
other mail Contractors. The Letters, packet s and Ne wspapers conveyed by water under
this agreem ent are to be rated with Postage conforma ble to th e 13th Sect. of the Act
to regula te th e PO establishment, th at is, wit h th e same ra tes of Postage as are
cha rgeable for like distan ce on land, excepting that no one 'is to be charged wit h mo re
th an quadru ple postage un less it conta ins more th an four d istinct lett ers.

The amoun t paid sho uld be charged as other payments for Ship Lett ers bu t as the y
will be accompanied by bill th e posta ges may be accou nted for as othe r letters and if

10. L etters Sent by the Postm aster General, Roll 16.
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an y letters, etc . are brought ou t of th e mail , the y can be noted on the bill as under ­
cha rged .

It will be proper to send mails by th is conveyance for pla ces beyond th e offices of
packet delivery , whic h should be ma de u p as other ma ils, & it will, of course, be neces­
sary for th e PM when he sends a ma il , to furn ish a me morand um or Certificate of
the whole number of letters or packets which leave his offi ce for the several plac es of
delivery, to enable th e PMs, at those places, to pa y for them , with out wa iti ng to Count,
or open an y mail s for th at purpose. Bu t you will not , by thi s con veyance, send any
lett ers, packet or bundle of newspapers, unless th e words "by ' Vater " are endorsed on
th e outsid e thereof, whe n received a t YOllr office.

Wh en you have mad e a con tract with any pack et ma ster, you will give notic e in
some Newspaper of th e establishme nt of the wat er mail & that those who wish to
ava il th emsel ves of it mu st endorse their lett ers as above mentioned.

Be pleased to post u p in th e most public places the enclosed extracts for general in ­
formation.

Gideon Granger!!

It is regrettable that the letterbook does not show the distribution of the circular;
usually this information follows immediately the transcript of the directives.
Written so soon after the letter to Fulton, it is logical to assume Albany and
New York would receive a copy and it is logical to deduce a number of other
offices were sent the circular of instructions. Surely, if only the two end of­
fices were concerned a circul ar would not be printed; two lett ers to the respective
postmasters would suffice . The circular clearly involves other ports where regu ­
lar (scheduled) service was establish ed and not necessarily limited to steamboats.

In order to fully realize the significance of the instructions, let us analyse
them carefully. A contract would be entered into with a packet master (captain)
for the conveyance of mail on his vessel between a port of departure and a
port of arrival, not limited to the termini bu t including his way stops, if the y
were regularly scheduled . The mail would contain only those letters marked (by
the writer) "by water." An important point to note is that the despatching post­
master would make up the mail, including a memorandum of the number of
letters, packets and newspapers leaving his office for the several ports of arrival,
whether for that place or to be forwarded . It is therefore understood that these
specially directed letters, etc. would be treated as ordinary mail for the purpose
of rating from origin to destination. They would be struck and rated by the
despatching office. No other interpretation can be placed on the language of
the circular. The only difference in handling this new class of lett ers is that
they would travel insofar as possible by water and the packet master would be
paid three cents for each letter listed on the memorandum at the receiving office,
on the spot upon delivery. Lett ers not marked "by water" were conveyed by
land by the regular mail contractor at a fixed annual fee, without regard to the
number of pieces .

The circular is quite devoid of any instruction that the writer or recipient
be charged anythin g in excess of the normal land postage for this water carriage.
To identify one of these water-borne letters one must look for three markings:
1) office of despatch 2) rating at land postage for the distance from origin to
destination and 3) the endorsement "by water ." I have not seen any cover bear­
ing this exact wording-perhaps a broad interpretation was placed on the in­
struction and "per Steam Boat" was accepted . Such letters are known but are
much scarcer than might be expected. Perhaps some rest in collections of stamp­
less covers without the owner' s knowing exactly the meaning of the endorsement.
In all other respects they appear quite ordinary. Wh at is the reason for these
letters' being scarce? It is not unreasonable to suppose still another way was
found to circumvent the high postage and still receive water service.

SHIP LmERS ON THE HUDSON RIVER 1810-1816
The last part of the second paragraph is the most relevant portion insofar

as this article is concerned, for it apparently created a new class of mail-way
lett ers by water. Students have long puzzled over the absence of way markings
on the Hudson River, although they are common in later years on other water­
ways. Quite simply, the way letter is one accepted by the mail contractor or
his agent while on the way from one office to another. The regulat ion relating

II. Ib id , Roll 16.
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to way mail stipulated the distance from a post office at which it was permitted
to accept mail and required the mailman to deliver the way letter into the
next post office at whi ch he arrived. For this the postm aster paid a way fee,
normally added to the ord inary letter postage. Since the packet master under
the 1810 contract was acting in the same capacity as the post rider or coach
driver he could now properly accept letters "out of themail... indeedv this is
specifically anticipated in the circular.

(}J . ' f;vv .
&'om» c!~ .: p/,.d;t~

Figur. 3. Way I.".r dat.d May 15. 1811, N. w York to Ballston Spl, clrrl.d on th. " Car of N.ptun.... Fulton' s
second st.amboat . Trelt.d .s ship mail by the Albany off ic• .

For some reason , the receiving postmaster did not mark the loose letters
received from the packet master as a "way" similar to his custom with those
coming in by land. Only, one example of such a letter has been recorded,
marked "S. Boat Way 10 ' in manuscript, addressed to Catskill, N.Y., this at a
much later date than the period under consideration. I must therefore conclu de
that a postmaster along the river treated these way letters as "ship" mail , so
marking them and charging the six cent fee for letters address ed to his office or,
if another destination, with the two cent ship fee plus the land postage from his
office to its destination. The relevant paragraph in the circular indicates to the
receiving postmaster that ship letter regulations should be followed. If this
hypothesis be true, we now have the explanation for ship letters on the Hudson
River. A diligent search through the Postm aster General letters for the balance
of 1810 fails to turn up any correspondence to controvert such belief. None of
these way letters could be prepaid, for the shipmaster was not an employee
of the Post Office Department. He was an independent mail contractor who
could accept mail but not the postage cha rges, if offered. Not until a much
later period did post office employees (route agents) rid e the Hudson River boats.

The earli est letter of th is type known to me is datelined New York City,
October 16, 1810, addressed to Champion, a small office in Jefferson County,
N.Y. It is struck with the Albany, N.Y., Type VII 27mm cds in black and rated
"Ship 14~" in manuscript, for the 12~ cent postage from Albany to Champion,
plus the 2 cent ship fee. Similar markings are known later in the year from
Hudson, N.Y., and Newburgh, N.Y. The earliest marking of a 6 cent fee on a
way letter addressed to the port of arrival is datelined New York, November 21,
1810, and rated in Albany. The Alba ny office did not strike this typ e of mail
20 Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. so. No. 1



with their handstamped cds, merely marking a bold 6 (cents). This practice re­
mained constant through the years of the ship mail.

C
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Figure 4. Way leller da'ed April 12, 1815 , New York to Albany. Treated a. ship mail. Late.t recorded example
through the Albany office.

With the beginning of navigation in 1811 the Albany office must have de­
cided the volume of mail warranted a handstamp. Figure 3 is an example of
this, the only recorded handstamp SHI P on the Hudson. Th ere are four varieties
of the handstamp known, each differing somewhat in dimensions and character
of the letters from one another. Th ey are used only on mail forward ed through
the Albany office.

Ship mail on the river lasted a relatively brief period. In a circular dated
March 21, 1815, the Postmaster General notifi ed a number of offices being
served by steamboat that he had mad e an offer to the several steamboat owners
"to deliver and receive mails at a certain wharf at the several landings."1 2
This same circul ar requested the postmaster to make arr angements to have the
mails carried to and from the wharfs, thus ending the responsibility of the
packetmasters for office to office delivery. Loose lett ers would still be accepted,
but with a major change in fee. Th ey were to be rated from origin to destination .
Letters so treated after the beginning of the steam boa t company contracts on
the Hudson can be identifi ed by the manuscript "R" or "Boat" mark ed by the
office which first handled the loose letter .

Fi gure 4 is the latest ship letter to be recorded as passing throu gh the
Alba ny office. Datelined New York, April 12, 1815, it is ra ted at 9 (cents ), the
regular 6 cent ship fee plus the 50% war rat e surcharge. It is one of only two
nine cent covers recorded on the Hud son. Th e earliest recorded lett er und er
the 1815 arrangement is datelined New York City, October 11, 1815, marked
"B" in Albany and rated 25~ (cents), the land rate of 17 cents plus the 50% war
rate surcharge.

This did not, however, end the practi ce of ship mail on the Hudson. Figure
5 illustrates the last known of its class. It origina ted in New York and was
carried out of the mails.probablyby sloop.to Athens. atiny river port 28 miles
below Albany.

EPILOGUE
Evidence available to postal historians in the form of archival documents

- --
12. Kenneth R. de Lisle. Th e Hudson R iver Mail 1804-1858 (Albany, Albany Inst. of His ­

tory and Ar t. 1969). p . 54.
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and surviving letters points up significa nt swings or cycles influencing carriage
of letter mail on the Hudson River between 1799 and 1815. The 1799 increase in
postage rates between the two large cen ters of ew York and Albany br ought
a noticeable change from land conveyance of letters to pr ivate and semi-private
utilization of river vessels as a mail conduit intensified by the successful in­
troduction of the steamboat Thi s trend, in turn, led the Post Office Department
to take measures for placing river mail in the hands of the shipmasters, restor ­
ing to official channels some of the unpaid mail. Anoth er cycle began when
merchants and others rea lized the use of the way letter could save them con­
siderable postage. In due course the cycle swung back to the Post Office De­
partment's advantage wh en the 1815 arrangement assessed land post age
against loose letters brought in by the river vessels.

Figure 5. Way letler by a nan-contract vessel, after the staamboat owners became man contractors. New York
to Albany, April 2, 1816, four days in transit to Athens, N.Y. Latest recorded ship letl.r an tho Hudson River.

The era of "by water" mail began with the execution of the contract des­
patched by the Postmaster General to Robert Fulton on Augu st 14, 1810, for
his captain's signature. Th e era ended with the execution of the contracts with
the steamboat owners offered to them bv the Postmaster General in March of
1815. The period was less than five years by the calendar, the effective period
much less if we elimina te the win ter months of 1810-1811 through 1814-1815
when the river was closed to navigation. Lett ers are known as early as 1808
directed "per Steam Boat" or variants, with supplementary postal markings.
They are known much earlier direct ed "per Capt.-", without postal markings.
Undoubtedly these letters were carried by water , but not as mail under POD
authority.

Finally, I propose that SHIP markings on the Hudson River are found
as a regional practice to designate loose lett ers accepted by the mast er of a
vessel authorized to carry mail and turned in with the water mail he conveyed
from one port to another. Since no provision existed in the postal law covering
letters car ried out of the mail by a waterway contractor, and , since the Post­
master General's circular instructed the local postmaster to accoun t for them
in a mann er similar to ship letters, they were so mark ed and rated by him.
Did the shipmaster receive thr ee cents, per piece, for these loose letters as
he did for all the processed mail he was carrying or did he receive only
the two cent ship letter fee? We do not know with certainty.

Th e author would apprecia te information on earlier or later dates than he
has recorded for the loose lett er or data from documents which might further
clarify this fascinating period.
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

BOOKS OF INTEREST

Alas ka, Military Postmarks of Territor ial Alaska by Dr. Helbock
19 77, 197 pages, card , spiral bound, ed ition of 300 (not 400) $ 16. 00

I Arizona Terri tory Post Off ices & Postmaste rs by J . & L. Theobald
1961 , 178 pages, card $1 0.00

Iowa , Stage coach Trails in Iowa by Inez E. Kirkpatrick
1975 , 231 pages, cloth $25 .00

Rhode Island Pos tal Histor y by Mero lla, Jac kson and Crowthe r
1977, 136 pages , clot h (paper bo und at $ 10) $ 15.00

Uta h, The Post Off ices of Utah by John Ga llagher
1977, card $7.50

Repo rts of the Postmaster Ge ne ral
Repr inte d b~ The ron Wierenga in an ed ition of 200 se ts
1841 -1867 ess 1847-49 _ $106 .00
1868 expected soon-e-publ lsher increased price $12 .00

GB, Acts of Parliame nt re lating to The Post Off ice
197 6 letter p ress repr int, new index, han d bo und in 1/2 leathe r, edition 30 0
Post Office Acts 1838 , 44 9 pages $52.50
Post Off ice Acts 1844, 112 pages $20.00
We e xpect a new shipment as soon as the do ck strik e is over.

2¢ Recut Dies, Hartfo rd Issue of US Stamped Envelopes by F. C. Drakos
1977, 159 pages , cloth, two co lor, enla rgement in poc ket $18.95

Essays and Proofs of US Internal Revenue Stamp s by Geo rge T. Turner
1974, 446 pages $36.00

Reprin ts of 19th Century Postal Adhesive Stamps by Bacon
1977 re print, 168 pages, card $7 .85

Spud Pape rs, an Illustrated Descriptive Cata log of Ear ly Philate lic Forge ries
19 77 rep rint, 168 pages, card $7.85

Crown Stamps of the Portugu ese Colonies by Rufino R. Pernes
Most useful on the reprints and forger ies
1976, 35 pages, card $6.00

Refe re nce Man ual of BNA Fakes, Forge ries and Coun te rfe its by K. W. Pugh
Release 1, 2, an d binder $2 0.35
Re Iea se 2 onIy $7.00

Amer ican Air Mail Cata logue, Fifth Edition
Vol 1,1 974,478 pages, cloth
US Pioneer Flig hts, Government, Army Emergency to 193 4,
Early Foreig n, Balloon Post Siege of Par is, Crash Covers,
Zeppel in, Phil ipp ine , Aer ial Prop aganda leaflets $12.50

Vol 2, 1977, 528 pages, cloth
US Fie ld Postmar ks, Contract Mail, Domes tic Air Mail Rates $ 12.50

Vo l 3, 1978, e xpected in April
Balan ce of US and Li nd berg hiana $12.50

Linn's World Stamp Almanac for 1978
A usef ul de skbook for the activ e philate list .
1977, 768 pages, card $ 10.00

American Stampless Cover Catalog
New ed ition expected in the Spr ing of 1978
Advance orde rs suggested, invoice with shipment

Leonard H . Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 COVERS FROM NEW YORK CITY
CREIGHTON C. HART

Covers with an 1847 stamp postmarked New York are readily available
at auction when collections of United States stamps are sold by the larger
auction houses. Also, New York covers are so common that covers of inferior
quality are often offered everi by small auction houses or in mail sales. This
is fortunate because it enables collectors of 19th century classic stamps, who
are not 1847 specialists, to own a fine 4-margined copy on cover of our first
issue, at a little over or under catalogue. Collectors who are willing to sacrifice
condition for price may have covers described as less than very fine at. much
less than catalogue.

This is not surprising because one out of every four 5¢ stamps sold in
the entire nation was sent to the New York post office and one of every three
10¢. The survival rate for the fives is now accurately projected to be approxi­
mately 10,000 covers and for the tens 2,700, meaning there are about 2,500
fives postmarked at New York and 900 tens. The range nationally of postal
markings and uses is so wide that there is no typical 1847 cover . However, if
one were to describe a cover of which there are more alike than any other,
it would be the 5¢ cover cancelled and tied with the 13-bar square grid used
only at the New York post office. It would be a commercial letter written on
blue paper with the addressee being Messrs. so and so, rather than personal
correspondence. The chances are the inner letter leaf which was a routine
business matter, would be gone but the addressor's name and the date would
be docketed on the back. Folded letters of this period were usually folded into
fourths for filing vertically to show the addressor's name and date at one end.
This resulted in a filing crease through the center of most covers but easily
missing the stamp . If it hag not been for this practice of folded letter sheets
and the prevalent filing system, we would have many fewer 1847 covers to en­
joy.

Figu,e I. The New York squ.r. grid was occosionally used os • cancell., on the Poslmoster Provisionals before
lts regular use on Ihe fi..1 Uniled SI.Ies slamps. lis earliesl use has nol as yet been eSlablished. This cover
wilhoul evidenl year of use was posled nol later Ihan November 10, 1846.

The New York square grid (F igure 1) is often referred to as having 13 bars
and this is acceptable because the two small ba rs at opposite corners must have
worn off early, as they are rarely evident. Just when this New York grid was
first put into service is unknown but very sharp impressions are known on the
New York Postmaster Provisionals which were issued in 1845 (Figure 1). Post-
24 Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No.1
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Figure 2, These postal markings are all tracings from 1847 covers ex cept the 80 which is from a photograph.
They have been reduce d to con form with col umnar width. All were in red during the currency of the stamps,
July I , 1847-June 30, 1851.

master Provisionals were usually cancelled by pen with a distinctive shade
of blue ink. The New York Postmasters cancelled with the square grid are the
exception.

The earliest use I list is no earlier than November 11, 1846. The edges of the
bars are so sharp on this cover that th ey almost cut the paper which indicates
the grid was new. Can anyone show an earlier use of this well known and dis­
tinctive grid?

Illu strated are 15 other New York postal markings. These are in addition
to railroad, ship, and steamboat markings that will be the sub ject of a later
article.

Figure 2-A was for 2¢ drop rat e letters and is not expected on stampe d
mail because there were no 2¢ stamps, only the .5¢ and JO¢. So far it is known
on only one stamped cover. Th e num erals designated by lett ers B, C, D and E
are rate marks for stampless mail wh en the rate mark was not expressed in
the postmark as in H, J and K. Th e circl ed 5 & 6 are known on a few covers,
not as rate marks but used strictly as cancellers . Letters from Canada were al­
most always unpaid and rated "10" cents du e with D. Th e 10 rate mark , a 20
(not shown) and the 80 are known used on dom estic mail as cancellers only, on
at least one cover each. Th ere is also an encircled 40 to pay the single rate
to California but so far this has not turned up used as a canceller on a stamped
letter.

Figures F and G were, of course, for stamped mail only. New York residents
and postal clerks were accustomed to the Postm aster Provisional stamps for two
years before the 1847s appeared. The 13-bar squa re grid (Figure 1) was in use
wh en the 7-bar enclosed circul ar grid (F igure 2-F) arrived from Washington.
The 7-bar grid, a little small er th an the square grid, was second choice and is a
bit scarce on New York covers. Th e plain New York postmark (Figure 2-G) is
so common no comment is necessary except to say that it saw so much service it
became worn and dirty with some of the strikes faint or only partly readable.

Not many postm ark s include d the rate and after stamps were introduced
Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30, No. I 25



it was superfluous to state the rate. Figures 2-H, J and K were all pressed into
service as postmarks but K is known on only one '47 cover.

The only requirement that postmas ters absolutely had to observe was to
rate a letter correctly. If postage was not marked PAID or stamped it was
collect. The slightly curved PAID (Figure 2-L) is typical of the New York post
office appearing on many stampless paid letters but is seen used as a canceller
on a very few '47 stamps . The "U. STATES" in a fancy ribbon shows the origin
of letters to Canada that originated at New York. It is known on six covers
posted between April 6 and July 1, 1851.1

Figure 2-M is the Type I ocean mail handstamp; Ashbrook theorized that
this device had been fashioned from the NEW YORK/SHIP postmark by re­
moving the word SHIP.2 My records show this marking was used five times in
March 1850, once on the 14th, once on the 19th and three times on the 18th
(Figure 3), and occasionally thereafter. This postmark with SHIP (Figure 2-N)
was used on ship letters received at New York in the 1830s and 1840s. It is
known on one lOci 1847 cover without a year date, bu t probably used in Janu­
ary 1850, and on a Sci cover dated February 27, 1848. There are also two other
ocean mail postmarks illustrated and explained in detail by Dr. Scott Polland."

Figure 3. On e of five 1847 covers w ith the Type I N.Y. Ocean Mail Postmark dated in March 18S0, the . arli. st
on March 14.

As a sort of postal publicity stunt, a postmark with the words "U.S. EXPRESS
MAIL" (Figure 2-0) was used at both New York and Boston for letters posted
after regu lar post office hours. Letters could be taken to the train station as
much as an hour or two after the post office had closed, and mailed with a postal
clerk there. Those letters have this postmark and are not rare.

The last Figure 2-P is to remind our members that blue ink was the ink
used by the New York post office. New York Postmas ter Provisionals are nearly
always cancelled with strokes of their French blue ink as is the earliest 1847
cover mailed July 2, 1847. However, the New York post office rarely cancelled
'47 stamps with ink and extreme caution is urged for any ink other than that
special shade of blue. A fake cover cancelled with black ink is illustrated in
the August 1972 Chronicle and another in Stanley Ashbrook's Special Service,

_photograph #200.
0"- As everyone knows our first issue of stamps was valid for postage for onlv

J our years . All the postal markings on New York '47 covers during that period
were with red ink. It is not uncommon to find late uses after June 30 1851
and most of these also are red . So far only two (Figures 2-G and 0 ) are 'know~
iIicblack, both late uses. '

I. Susan M. McDonald, "U ,S. Exchange Markings on 1847 Covers," Chron icle 67:102-107.
2. Stanley B. Ashbrook, Th e Uni ted Stat es One Cent Stamp (If 1851·1857 (1938 edition).

II, 247.
3. W. Scott Polland, M.D., "T he New York Ocean Mail Postma rks Via Panama to Cali­

fornia an d Oregon ," W estern Ex press, January 196,1.
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The next article on 1847 covers from New York state will discuss rai lroad,
ship and steamb oat postal markings.

Correction: In the November 1977 Chronicle, two Buffalo 1O¢ covers with
squa rish "STEAM BOAT 10" were described as postmark ed May 21 and August
23. The May 21 date is correct but the August :23 date should be July 23.
SEMI·FINAL REPORT ON NEW YORK POSTMARKS
An 1847 cover from Ellicottsville has been report ed by Thomas Alexander

but still non e from Greenport or Herkimer. A U.S. Bicentennial commemor ative
was issued this year to honor General Herkimer at Oriskeny. It would be timely
if a Herkimer cover bearing our first issue wou ld turn up during this survey of
N.Y. postmarks. The Herk imer post office received 1,600 fives.

Greenport , at th e opposite end of Long Island from Brooklyn , is still a small
village of 2,400. Why that post office would order ,5,200 fives is a mystery sur­
passed only by the startling fact tha t none has been repor ted . If none is extan t,
Greenport must rank as the post office receiving the most stamps with none
surviving. Perhaps Postmaster John Lewis was an investor and speculated th at
our first stamps might be a nest egg for his descendants. If L ewis safely tucked
away a few shee ts, it would make plating th e 5¢ value , wha t has been an im­
possible task, an easy one.

I have a memo of a cover from New York Mills but have misplaced my
source. New York Mills is close to Utica and although th ere was a post office
there in 1847, no stamps were ordered from Washington.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
OLD U.S. COVERS ARE MY SPECIALTY

Write for my free special Lists

"THE WALCOTT COLLECTION OF
CIVIL WAR PATRIOTIC COVERS" by
Lawrence (1934).

Beautiful ne w reprinted edition-272
pa ges, almost 3,300 illustrations with prices
realized.
PRICE POSTPAID $24.50

E. N. SAMPSON
P . O. BOX 6488

CLEARWATER, FLA. 33518

FELLOW MEMBER WANTS: Postal his­
tory covers of the Australian area. (N.S.W.,
Victoria, S. Australia and New Zealan d) .
Pre-adhesive or stamped befo re 1880.
Please send priced or will trad e for U.S .!
Covers /Stamps. F red Robichaud, 35 Main
St., Ayer , Mass 01432.

WANTED: Texas covers and collateral
items, from stampless period to 1920's.
Charles Deaton, Box 12814, Austin, Tex.
78711.

WANTED: U.S . # 65. Mint singles, pai rs
blocks, etc. Abe Boyarsky, 14740 Tacuba,
La Mirada, Cal. 90638. Please send priced.

PRE-UPU COVERS BELGIUM TO USA
Most rates now in stock. Your tran s­
atlantic want list welcome . We send
Xero xes no obligation. B. Wall ace 934
Hunter Wilmette, IL 60091.

GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
th em and can use most any thing- also
need ad covers. Pl ease send priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W. 43 Ln .,
Miami, Fla., 33165.

WANT #65 on cover from west of Mis­
siss ippi River, good conditi on. Sen d priced .
H. F ine, 4652 Dolphin , Mesa, AZ 85206.

WANTED: Chronicle back issues. Me­
Clellan , Box, 563, Northbrook, 11. 60062.

STEAMBOAT covers to trade (manuscript
and handstamped) . Would like to buy
Bill s of Lading and College Covers. H. L.
Hill , 631-F Hampton Way, Jackson, Miss.
39211.

EARLY U.S. COVERS offered by The
Newburypo r t Stamp Co, PO Box # 659,
NBPT, Mass., 01950. References are ap­
preciated. Would like to buy better 3¢
1851-61 material and NEW ENGLAND
posta l history.

YOUR AD HERE FOR

SOc a line. Send with payment

to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker­

bocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio

44140. Next Deadline Mar. 15.
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,_Sotheby ParkeBernet Stamp Auction.;
Upcoming Sales Schedule

UNITED STATES AND FOREIGN
POSTAL HISTORY

Including the sec o nd part o f the Fisher Simmons Packet Boat Collection
Auction : Tuesday, March 7 at 1:30 pm at 980 Madison Avenue, New York
On view from Monday, March 6 · Illustrated catalogue $1/$2 with p rices realized

Steamboat Ilunker Hill No. j

CONFEDERATE POSTAL HISTORY
& A SPECIALIZED COLLECTION OF BLACKJACKS

An exce p tio nal Confed erat e States co llectio n including a stro ng group of
postmaster s' pro visions and an exce ptio nal o ld time co llec tio n of Black jacks,
strong in cove rs showi ng usages and rates
Auction: Wednesday and Thursday, March 8 and 9
at 10:30 am and 1:30 pm at 980 Madi son Avenue, New York
O n view fro m Monday, March 6 · Illustrated cata log ue $1/$2 with pri ces real ized

Lenoir, N.C. Conf eder ate Postmaster Provisional

SothebyParkeBernetStampAuctionCo.,Inc.
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743 -4458
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_Sotheby Parke Bernet StampAuction.;
announcing

A Sale at Auction of

A COLLECTION OF WESTERN EXPRESS COVERS
Formed by Jerry Hawley

A most comprehensive co llection of Express Companies to be offered.
Over 2S0 lots showing the Express Mail rou tes from the 1840's through the 1880's

in the Gold Rush era, inclu di ng eight Po ny Express cove rs
Auction: Thursday, March 30 at 4:00 pm at 980 Madi son Avenue, New York

On view fro m Mon day, March 27 • Illustrated cata log ue $3/$4
wi th prices realized

$2 Running Pony Cove r

Sacra men to Pon y Express Cove r

We are currently accepting property for future sales
Available for appraisals and guidance on philatelic properties

SothebyParke Bernet Stamp AuctionCo.,Inc.
158 DEER Hill AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
GATEWAY TO THE WEST
THOMAS J . ALEXANDER AND DAVID T. BEALS III

(Cont inued from Ch ronicle 96:243)

LEAVENWORTH CITY
A settlement of pro-slavery traders and farmers gre w up adjacent to the

post of Fort Leavenworth. On June 13, 1854, the Leavenworth Association
staked a claim to 320 acres of Delaware (Indian) Trust land, ad joining the post
on the south , to form a town. By July 17 building was underway. With its
strategic location and access to river transportation, it grew quickly.

A post office was established on March 6, 1855. Also in 1855 the freighting
firm of Will iam H. Russell and Alexand er Majors established their headquarters
at Leavenworth City , from whence they operated to Forts Kearney and Laramie.

On March 5 the first delegates to the Territorial Council were elected in
Leavenworth. The pro -slavery ticket won , with the help of many visitors from
Weston, Missouri I By October the town had grown to 1,200 inhabitants , and
it continued to be a center of the pro-s lavery vs. free state controversy.

.~~. ~~

tr//-~
cJ2;~.

Figu,e 4. Ca" jed by the Cent , al Ove, land & Pikes Peak Express Compa ny from Denver to Leave nwo rth City, and
bea ting the Compa ny's oval handstamp f,o m both po ints. On entry into the mall system, the cover also recei ved
the Leavenwo,th City double circle town mark .

By this time , Leavenwort h had acquired a considerable share of the out ­
fitting business for the overland trails from the towns to the south and east
(Weston, Kansas, Westport). Th e famou s Planters Hotel was completed in 1856.

During the summ er of 1857 a military expedition was sent by President
Buchanan to Uta h to force the Morm ons under Brigham Young to join the
Union and adhere to its laws. Thi s forc e was commanded by Col. Albert Sidney
John ston and was supplied from Leavenworth. Th e firm of Russell , Majors &
Waddell (Alexander Majors joined the firm as Treasurer in 1858) obtained the
contract to supply the Army of Utah, and maintained its headquart ers here
until it was moved to St. Joseph in 1860. Whi le this firm operated an extensive
freighting business to Salt Lak e and intermediate points , the overland mail
30 Chron icle 97 ! Febru ary 1978 / Vol. 30, No. 1



1
2

:3 4 5
Tracing Shap e

Wording Number b Size Color Earlies t b Lat est Dates of Use
Leavenworth K T j D I inS Black June 9. 1855 to ?
LEAVENWORTH 2 c-33 Black J ul y 29. 1856 to Nov. 16. 1857

CITYjD jK.T .
LEAVENWORTH 3 c-32V2 Black April 13. 1858 to June 8. 1862

CITYjD jYrjK.T.
LEAVENWORTH 4 dc-26 Black Feb .-, 1861 to ?

CITYjD jKAS
LEAVENWORTH dc-26 Black Oct. 16. 1862 to May 12. 1863

CITYIDj Yrj KAS
(Same as above with year
da te add ed)
LEAVENWORT H j Dj Yr j KAS 5 dc-3D Black Nov. 12. 1863 to Nov. 24, 1864
(Dup lexe d with a 4 ring target)

contract was operated to Salt Lak e City by a compet itor, the John Hockaday
Line.

With the discovery of gold in Colorado (then extreme western Kansas
Territory) in the summer of 1858, the rush of immigran ts was on again, and the
dem and for transportation, mail and express services was immediate and great.
William H. Russell, unable to interest his firm in the ven ture, together with
John S. Jone s, organized the Leavenworth and Pikes Peak Express Company.
Under this name the Jones and Russell partnership operated a stage coach ex­
press service to the Rocky Mountain gold fields via the Smoky Hill Route from
April 23, 1859, to July 2 of that year.

On May 11, the Jones and Russell Come any purchased the John Hockaday
Line, which held the U.S. mail contract (Route No. 8911) from St. Joseph
to Salt Lake City via the Platte River route. The express and mail service
was moved to this route duri ng the summer of 1859 and began operation und er
the name "Jones & Russell's Pikes Peak Express Comp any." '

Never a financia l success , the Jones & Russell part nership was unable
to pay its notes and it was necessary for Russell, Majors & 'Waddell to come
to the rescue. On February 13, 1860, they organized the Central Overland
California & Pikes Peak Express Company to take over the Jones & Russell
Company and to operate other services, including the Pony Express. In late
1860 COC&PPE moved its headquart ers to St. Joseph .
Chronicle 97 j February 1978 j Vol. 30. No . I 31



Figure 5. An Incomer from Denver Ihal foiled 10 receive Ihe Leavenworth City lownmark, probably because it
was Ireated as a drop lell.r o n receipI al thaI posl office. Nole Ihe misspelling of CALIFORNI in the Com·
pany's handstamp.

ATCHISON
Established on a site selected in 1854 by U.S. Senator David R. Atchison ,

then a resident of Platte County, Missouri , the early settlers were solidly pro­
slavery. Th e town was dedicated on July 4, 1854; the post office was estab­
lished on March 15, 1855.

Several overland freighting comp anies soon picked Atchison as the logical
staging point for the ' Vest, since it was the farthest West of the Kansas river
towns. In 1858 the city voted $100,000 in bonds to build the Atchison and St.
Joseph Rail Road (it eventua lly became a part of the Hann ibal & St. Joseph
Railro ad ), which was compl eted in 1860. This gave the city the best railroad
connections of any in the territo ry. In 1861 the easte rn terminal of the Central
Overland & Pikes Peak Express Company (and the Pony Express) was moved
to Atchison.

Figure 6. A very rare "KANSAS" Union patriolic cover from Alchison usad al Ihe beginning of the War.
32 Chronicle !J7 / February 1978 / Vol. 30, No.1
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Tra cing Shape
Earliest 6- Latest Dates of UselVordillg N llmIJ e>: 6- Size Color

Atch ison K T / D I ms Black Dec. 15, 1855 to J an . 13, 1856
ATCH ISON/ D/ K.T . 2 c-37 Black J ul y :;, 1858 to May 2, 1859
ATCH ISON / D/Yr/ KAN . 3 dc-26 Black Mar ch 3. 1860 to Dec. 30. 1860
ATCHISON / D/Yr/ KAS dc -26 Black Nov . 26. 1861
ATCHISON/ D/ KAS ~ dc-26 Black Nov . 2:;. 11162 to June I, 1863
(Same as above with year
da le removed)
ATCHIS ON/ D/ YI/ KAS :; dc-30 Black, Mar ch 20. 1864 to June 13, 1865

blue

FORT LEAVENWORTH

Following the organization of Kansas Territory, the first incident of note
was the designation of th e Fort as the first (temporary) Capital of the Territory.
Over th e strenuous objections of the military, Governor Reeder arr ived on
October 7, 1854, to set up his administration, and remained for .50 days, at
which time he moved to the Shawnee Mission.

After the outbreak of violence between the pro -slavery and free-state forces
in the vicinity of Lawrence and the alleged illegal establishment of a free
state legislature in Topeka in Jun e, 1856, Col. Sumn er, the Post Commander,
was directed by President Polk to disp erse the "legislature" with military force.
This was done on Ju ly 4.

Next was th e assembly at the Fort of the Utah Expedition under Col. Albert
Sidney Johnston during the summer of 1857. Thi s was a sizeable force of some
2,000 men, including the 5th and 10th Infantr y Hegiment s, a battery of th e 2d
Artillery and six companies of the 2d Dragoons. Fo r over two years this force
was supplied from Fort Leavenworth and its surrounding area .

At the conclusion of the Utah Expedition, Ben Holliday (then living in
Weston, Mo.) bought much of the surplus governmen t equipment and greatly
enlarge d his freighting business, which ha d been star ted to supply U.S. troops
in Santa Fe during the Mexican War,

With the onset of th e Civil Wa r, Fort Leavenworth was th e only bastion
of federal strength denying the Con federacy control of the West. The garrison
was very small and had he so desired (or known its tru e stre ngth) General
Price's arm y in Missouri might very well have taken it in th e early days of the
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War. Garrisons at Forts Randall and Kearney and the posts in Indian Territory
were reduced or withdrawn to reinforce Fort Leavenworth. In early June, 1861,
the new post commander, General Samuel D. Sturgis , sent detachments to oc­
cupy St. Joseph and Kansas City (Fort Union ). Thereafter, the post served as
a reception and training center for Kansas troops as they were mustered into
federal service. The post prison was greatly increased to house the many
political prisoners arrested in the surrounding area.

With the departure of the last regular troop s in June, 1862, the Fort was
garrisoned by Kansas volunteers who, while officially charged with the duty
of stamping out the border guerrilla war, frequently participated in it with ul­
terior motives.

With the increase in Indian depredations in the West, the need for military
strength on the frontier again became urgent. Four regiments of volunteers from
the ranks of Confederate POW camps were recruited (known as "galvanized
Yankees"), and two of these were based at Fort Leavenworth in early 1865. Thus ,
the post reverted to its pre-war role of serving as a depot and staging point
for the western posts.

Exact year date s unknown. One
readable strike is Oct. 21. 1864.

Earliest & Latest Dat es of Use
.lilly 23. 1861 to i'

Black

Color
Black

dc·262

(T he old FORT LEAVENWORTH /D /MO handstamp was used well into the Kansas Ter­
ritorial period. perhaps as late as 1860. See prior article in this ser ies for a description of Fort
Leavenworth townmarks used prior to the ones reported here.)

Tracing Shape
Number & Size

I c·26V2
Wording
FORT LEAVENWORTH

ID/KAS
FORT LEAVENWORTH

ID/Yr/KAS

1 2
NEW YORK CITY OCEAN MAIL TOWNMARK
From late 1848 to 1858, when the Butterfield Overland Mail rout e was

inaugurated, virtually all of the U.S. mail to and from the Pacific Coast was
carried over the ocean mail contract routes from New York City to San Fran­
cisco via Panama. Beginning in 1850 the New York City post office reserved
a series of special townmarks for use on letters originating there for transmission
over these routes. Stanley B. Ashbrook and Dr. W. Scott Polland have written
a number of articles describing these interesting markings.'

The one illustrated here is referred to as Type I by Dr. Polland. It is
characterized by the abnormally low position of the date. Ashbrook was of the
opinion that it had once had the word SHIP in the space immediately above
the date. In any event, it is known used on domestic and cross border mail in
association with a 5¢ 1847 stamp; the earliest known year dated example is
March 14, 1850. Sometime after July 1, 1851, it began to be used exclusively on
prepaid letters traveling the ocean mail routes to California.

Mr. Eugene C. Reed has reported the cover shown here, which, according
- --

I. Stanley B. Ashbrook. Th e Uni ted Stat es One Cent Stamp of 1851·57, Vol. II. pp. 240-
251. H. L. Linquist. 1938; "T he New York '40 Encircled '... Stamps. Nov . 18. 1939. pp. 233-234.
W. Scott Polland. M.D.• "The New York Ocean Mail Postmarks Via Panama to California and
Oregon 1851-1861." Western Express, January, 1964, pp . 5-20; "Stampless Mail from New York
to California or Oregon 1848-1856," Westem Express, Octob er , 1966. pp. ,t -I I.
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New York Ocean Mail postmark , Type I, first ..corded use on pr.paid I.".r to C.llforni. by oc••n m.il route .

to the editor's record s, is the earliest known use of this townm ark after it was
reserved for marking prepaid ocean mail letters (as well, of course, as the
earliest recorded use in connection with a 3d. 1851 stamp). It bears two singles
of the 31 1851 issue, positions 26 and 36LF , and is dated July 26, 1851, the date­
line of the lett er being July 25, 1851.

Mr . Reed 's research indicates that the U.S. Mail Steam Ship Company
steamer Ch erokee left New York for Chagres on July 26, and since it was cus­
tomary for clerks at that post office to stamp their ontgoing steamer mail on the
date of sailing, this cover was surely carried on that trip. He also points out
that the original contract b etween the P.O.D. and the steamship comp any pro ­
vided for two monthly sailings, on the 11th and 26th of each month. Thi s was
therefore the second sailing after the pr epaid postal rate over the route was
reduced from 401 to 61, and only a cover dated July 11, 1851, could be earlier.

Your editor is interested in compiling a record of covers bearin g th is town­
mark while it was used exclusively on ocean mail covers. If memb ers will report
such items to me, I will make the total listin g available to anyone asking for it,
and will include a summary in a later issue of Th e Chronicle . In making reports ,
a photo copy of the cover would be appreciated. If this is not possible, the dat e
and year, description of the stamps (including plated position, if possib le) and
exact address on the cover should be supplied for proper identificat ion.
1853 YEAR DATED NEW YORK TOWNMARK
At Chronicle 93:29 we reported a single 11 1851, Type IV postage stamp

(off cover) struck with the New York City year dated townm ark, da ted July 12,
1853. At that time we asked for further report s of this townm ark used in con­
nect ion with either the I i or 12<1 denominat ions, noting that previous reports
had all mentioned the use of this mar k with .3d stamps. We have now received
fur ther reports from H. Leon Aussprung, [r., Mark F. Hopki ns, and Mortimer
L. Neinken.

Mr . Hopkins pointed out that Stanl ey B. Ashbrook mentioned this town­
mark used with 1<1 stamps in his book on that subject;' and we have incor­
porated this information in the following list.

Th e marking was used from July 11 through July 25, 1853. Each date of
- - -

J. Stanley B. Ashbrook, T he United Sta tes O"e Gent Stam p of 1851-1857, Vol. II , pp . 118-
119. H . L. Lind quist . 1938.
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Date
July 11
July 12
July 12
July 16
July 18
July 21
J u ly 21

use is kno wn all a 3¢ stamp." As a resu lt of members' reports , we now have a
record of seven of the pos sible 15 dates used on l ei stamps. There is still no
record of this townmark used on a 12¢ stamp, the other denomination in use in
1853.

Note th at all of the VI stamps reported arc Typ e IV. In commenting on
this, Ashbrook says, at p. 119 of his book:

The U.S. Catalogue lists an 1853 yea r -da ted po stm ark under both the T yp e II
and IV irnperforates. I ha ve never seen a T yp e II sta mp with this marking, and it cou ld
onl y occur on a sta mp from 4R IL (the on ly T yp e II on Pla te One Late) or on a sta mp
from Pla te O ne Earl y. Pla te One Ear ly had not heen used since May 1852 and sta mp s
from this p lat e used in th e middle or la tt er part of 1853 are very rare. J ser iously
doubt if any T yp e II sta mp is kn ow n with an 1853 year-dated postmark.

This is now the record of known examples . Fm:ther reports are solici ted.

l¢ T yp e On cover or off Reported by
IV Off S. B. Ashbrook
IV Off S. M. Piller
IV On folded circu la r M. L. Neinken
IV On circu lar to Detroit H. L. Au ssp rung, Jr.
IV Off S. B. Ashbrook
IV Off H. L. Au ssprung, J r.
IV On circul ar R. A. Siege l Auction

#333. Lot 621
July 23 IV Off M. F. Hopkins
July 25 IV Off S. B. Ashbrook
July 25 IV Off (str ip of th ree) M. L. Neinken

In addition, Ashbrook reported a horizontal pair of th e 1¢ on cover an d one
3¢ Nesbitt envelope . They are not listed above, becaus e dates were not supplied.

2. Hunter M. T homas, J r. , "The 1853 New York Cit y Year-Da te Cancel, " Th e Chronicle
62:54-56.
MORE 12¢ 1MPERF 51L WITH IMPRINT: ERRATUM
GEOFFREY BREWSTER •

In my article in the May 1977 Chronicl e, No. 94, the illustration was in ­
adverten tly cropped on all sides . This err or reduced each margin, ther eby mis­
representing the stamp, causi ng inaccuraci es in the article , arrd possib ly creat­
ing confusion as to which of the two stamps mentioned was illustra ted. To
rectify this err or the illustration is reprinted here, this tim e untrimmed.

-'-'-*-rz..

12t 51L with Imprint

This copy indeed has beautiful margins: wid e at both the top and bottom,
large enoug h at the right to include the out er left frameline of Pas . 52L, and
wide enough to the left of the imprint to be significant. Although th is left mar­
gin is not quite wide enough to show th e line below the imprint-as illustrated
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and discussed in my article in the November 1975 Chronicle, No. 88-it is wide
enough to ha ve contained evidence of a plat e number if one had been entered
on that side of the plate in a normal location. No te espe cia lly th at this copy
shows part of the "E" and all of the "N" of "E NGRAVE RS," but no plate num­
ber below th em. Of addi tiona l interest is the dot ab ove the "st" of "Bost," which
is also on th e stamp illustrated in Chronicle No. 88, and is thus proven to b e
constant: this is the guide dot, as predicted b y Mortimer Neinken (U nited States­
The 1851-57 Tw elve Cent Stamp, Collectors Club of New York, 1964, pp. 6-7).
Also, th ere .is a constant dot below the "V" of "ENGRAVE RS." Finally, the
illustration here (and in Chronicle 94) is not the Robson Lowe copy referred
to in Chronicle 94.
Review: Essays for U.S . Adhesive Postage Stamps, by Clar ence W. Brazer .
295 pages; $25.00. This is a Quarterman reprint of not only the origin al Brazer
catalog of 1941, but oth er additional listings th rough 1947. With an additional
foreword by Barbara R. Mueller , editor of th e Essay-Proof Journal, plus a com­
prehensive index. Availabl e from the publisher and other Chronicle advertisers,
which see for information to order.

This reprint edition includes not only the original catalog published in
1941, but several suppleme nts published in th e A merican Philatelist , Essay-Proof
l ournal and the First American Philatelic Con gress Book.

Although this is a cat alog, with excellent illustrations and detailed listings,
no prices ar e given. Rather , the headings with the various groups of listings
will some times give "Ram" or "Scarce" as an indication of available supplies. It
also should be not ed that this is a cat alog of essays, only; proofs ar e not included.
The latter will be found cata loged in the standard spe cialized stamp cata logs,
however , while essays are not. Th e difference between a proof and essay, as is
made clear by the Brazer catalog, is th at proofs are "tes t" issues in the design
of issued stamps , while essays are uni ssued designs.

Richard B. Graham
ALAN T. ATKINS
,

i SDA

APS - uSPcs - SPA

- OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA - uscc - APC

Phone: 513 /831 -6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Histor ians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY A ND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

A ND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Y our Collection Our Best"
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THE 1861 -69 PERIOD

RICHA RD B. GRAHAM, Editor
1867 GRILLS-EXPERIMENTALS, SIZES, AND FAKES
c. W. "BERT" CHRISTIAN

Photos by Klaas Van Ingen an d Steve Cn llu m

A parallel to th e num erou s essays and exper imental proofs that are known
on some va lues of the 1861 issue can be found in a study of the grills of 1867.
Many experimen tal items were pr oduced, some before th e ac tua l grilled stamps
reached the public and others after the issua nce, obviously for the purpose of
improvem en t. There are tria l grills on hoth white and colored papers, gumme d
but with no printed design; others on plain stamp paper, gummed and per ­
forat ed 12 in sta mp size. Yet others of experime ntal nature are found on previ­
ously issued essays, suc h as the typographed copies and the Bowlsby patent
stamp, a pat ent granted in December, 1865, nearly tw o years prior to th e
patent rights recorded to Charles W. Steel for the grills.

Answers to th e questions that often arise concerning the grilled issues can
perhaps more readily he ap preciated if the entire grilling operation is placed
somewhat in chronological order, beginning with the expe rime ntal items, th e
issued grill sizes and some of the known fakes. In relati on to chronological
order th e word "some wha t" is used because the exact order in which the essay
grills appeare d is unkn own at thi s time. Th ere is no app arent dating for some
of the essay mat erial and it is quite obv ious that expe riments were being con ­
ducted for some time before Steel was gra nted his pat ent, dated October 22,
1867, b y reason of covers showing the all-over A grill used on August 13 of
th e same year.

No comm ent on th e mechanics or embossing meth ods should be esse ntial
here as th at are a of th e grilling process has been so thoroughly and ably covered
b y William L. Stevenson in the early part of the century and further enlarged
upon in both edi tions of the Brookman books. Both works are a necessary
preface to a full understanding of the grilled issues.

ESSAY A ND EXPERIMENTAL GRILLS

Figure 1. Die e"By wi th experime ntal
gri ll.
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Some of the earliest experiments found are on bits of paper no larger than
~" by I" and present grills in several odd shapes, a star, a cross, a horizontally
lined oval within a square and a similar oval with diagonal lines. These are be­
lieved to be very rare, possibly indi vidually unique.

One of the forerunners of experimenta l embossings is the die-essay pic­
tured in Figure 1. This is believed to be of early origin due to its extreme like­
ness to the drawing submitte d with the Steel patent papers . The design is th at
of the issued three cent stam p with the head of Washington replaced by a
shield. The impression is printed in black on yellow, gummed paper. The points­
down grill covers only the shield surro unding the negative numeral 3. There are
several variation s of this essay design in color and type of paper used , each
considered to be qu ite rare.

In his preface to the Essa y Catalog Mr. Brazer state d that the effort was
being made to arrange the listings chron ologically insofar as information was
available as to when certain items were mad e an d essayed for the Post Office
Department. Almost all of the experimental grills as well as the tri al grills ap­
pearing on 1861 designs are listed under the yea r 1867.

THE ALL·OVER EMBOSSINGS
Early experimental impressions of an all-over grill were made on wove,

gummed paper in several colors. These bits of pap er were approxima tely
85x40mm and bore no engraving. Inevitabl y through the yea rs some were cut
down, perhaps to share with other collectors, as evidenced by Fi gure 2, which
is on white paper, gumm ed, points up and a slightly irregular 24x26mm.
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Figure 2. Blank piper with A grill . Figure 3. 1, with A grill .

Two copies of the one cent 1861 design are known with an experimental
grill from this same roller and, though the embossing appe ars on th e re gularly
issued design, they must be considered as experi menta l essays as none are
known used . Figure 3 shows one of these items . A serious study is being con­
ducted by William Herzog to determine if this roller also produ ced the issued
"A" grill as it is found on the 3¢ , 5¢ and 30.;i designs. More specific details will
be published when the study is completed .

Not to be confused with Scott 's No. 79 is an all-over embossing of sma ll
squares which appears on the 3¢ design both perfora ted and imperforate . In
this experiment the grill is very lightly impressed and does not break the paper
as intended by the patent. Further, the points are douni rather than up as on
the issued varieties. An imperfora te variety is shown in Figure 4.

A similar grill is found on a rather dull red imperforate of the 3¢ design
but is rea dily distinguishable as the printing is from a typ ogra ph ed plate. Th e
paper is very soft and so weakene d by the grilling th at without considerable
care in handling it can unwitt ingly be destroy ed. Figure 5 shows an example.
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Fig ure 4. 3 j! imperf w ith all-ev er gril l. Figure 5. 3¢ typograph ed w ith . 1I·over gr ill.

THE "M USIC BOX" GRILLS
Anoth er trial all-over grill is the pin-point or Mus ic Box grill, so named be­

cause each stamp is punched with severa l hundred pin holes.
Where does this experiment fit int o the chronology? Though th e accepted

A grill was issued in some qu anti ty (estimated at 50,000) it did not pro ve com­
pletely satis factory du e to th e separation problem. With no evidence to estab­
lish a da te it may be logical to consider the pin-point grill as a follow-up experi­
ment to improve upon th e A typ e then in use.

Figur. 6. Pin point or "music box" grill , point. up at left , po in" dawn at right .

This grill variety is fou nd only on the 3¢ issued design and the holes were
punched both from th e obverse and reverse sides. The descriptive terms used
are the same as for the embosse d types, i.e., points up or points down. The
points-up vari ety is known from three different plates , Nos. 11, 34, and 52.
Oddl y enough , th e true A grill was embossed on Plates 11 and 52. The point s­
down vari ety is recorded on Plate 11 only. Both grill typ es show an irregular
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formation of the holes space d approximately 25x29 rows. Fi gure 6 shows two
examples, one with the points up at the left and one with the points down at
the right.

An unlisted verti cal pair shows a resetting of the pins into perfect align­
ment, the average stamp showing 20x26 rows with points down. (See Figure 7).
The latter alignment produced a few fewer punctures per stamp but either
method probably weakened the stamp beyond practical use. None are known to
have been used.

Figure 7. Reset pin point grill -unlisted verietv.

C GRILL EXPERIMENTAL IMPRESSIONS
Experimental embossings of the C-size grill on blank, perforated and

gummed stamp paper probably fit into the next time spot of the chronology,
closely followed by the C grill as we know it on the 3¢ stamp of 1861, the only
value on which it is found. It is accepted by most students that the C grill
was from the A grill roller, trimmed down to C-size, and since only about 50,000
of the A's were issued , it follows that a decision must have been reached early
Chronicle 97 I February 1978 I Vol. 30, No. 1 .{l



Figure 8. 81enk .temp pepe, with C gri ll.

on th at the all-over grill was not practical in use, that the roller would be
planed down and experiments attempted with the smaller unit, as shown in
Figure 8.

At this writing the earli est recorded use of the A grill is August 13, 1867, and
for the C grill, November 25, 1867. Allowing th e eventuality of recording earlier
uses of th e C th e experiments with the smaller unit could still have occurred in
September or October of 1867, followed by th e issued stamp . In the report of
the Postm aster Gen eral for the fiscal year and under the date of November 1,
1867, and in reference to the grilling proc ess it is stated, "Experiments are in
progress."

Figure 9. Lithogrephe d 3¢ wit h C grill .
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The trial runs of the C grill extended on into the lithographed essays of
the 3i value that the National Bank Note Co. was pr inting in their effort to
find a cheaper method of product ion. (See Figure 9). Th e lithographs were
printed in many colors, many with the C-size grill and are found with the
points down as well as points up. It is well to remember th at , coming from the A
roller , the true C grill on the 3¢ 1861 stamp must always show the points up.
The printers probably had more faith in the practicality of the smaller .grill
over the previous A-size as the quantity issued was approximately five times
greater.

Figure 10. Coupon essay with C grill .

A patent for a so-called coupon stamp was gra nted to G. W. Bowlsby on
Dec. 26, 1865. Examples of Bowlsby's idea were essaye d extensively by the
N. B. N. Co. (presumably in 1866), many colors being known in die form. Essayed

exclusively on the I i 1861 design, the die was ult imately made into a plate and
examples printed both in red and blue. To one of the sheets a C grill with the
points up was added. This is shown in Figure 10. Th is experiment with a grill
seems to the writer to have been pointless in view of the fact that in actual use the
stamp would have required no cancelling. The basic principle of the patent was to
eliminate any need for hand cancelling in that removal of the coupon by a
postal clerk served to "cancel" and allow a letter so stamped to enter the mails.

(T o be continued)
AN OCCUPATION COVER FROM NEWBERNr NORTH CAROLINA
PAUL J. WOLF

General Ambrose Burnside (whose luxur iant and glossy side whiskers set
a style,) retook Newbern, North Carolina, from the Confederates in March, 1862.
For the rest of the Civil War, it remained in Union hands. Covers from there,
in the occupation period, are not all that common, and a Black Jack cover from
Newbern, during that period , and especially one with an auxiliary postal
marking, is quite a rarity.

Presented herewith is such a cover, addressed to A. T. Stewart (the sender
got Mr. Stewart's initials slightly wrong, but made up for it by the remark in
the lower left corner: "Prince of Merchants"). Alexander T. Stewart owned
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Occupotion cover from Newbern, N.C•• with Black Jock underpoying letter rote. Rated "Due 2" for 1¢ defIcient
pOltage and 1¢ fine.

the largest of the early dep artment stores , located at the corner of Chambers
Street and Broadway, fronting on the north side of City Hall Park, then a bus y
and fashionable commerc ial area. He made money.

Happily for us, Mr . Stewart retained his correspondence and many covers
and letters survive. He was well-known for his man y benefactions and ap­
parently every indigent and dead-b eat in the countr y, if not in the world,
tried to get aboard the band wagon of his largesse.

The writer of the letter still accompanying this cover wrote in a legible
hand, and took pains to explain that she was a "lady by birth and character"
who had fallen on hard times and needed help . Mr. Stewart received hundreds
of such letters from all over the world. This cover is postmarked Newbern , N.C.,
Sep 6, 1864 and is franked by a single Black Jack, well tied , underpayin~

the 3¢ first class rate by 1¢. Th e postmaster used a handstamp to rate it "Due 2'
in circle, 1¢ for the shortage and 1¢ as penalty, as provided in the regulations.
Apparently it was deli vered, as there is a large pencil "B," probably a notation by
a secretary, signifying "Begging," and in the same pencil, "A. T. Stewart." It is
likely that Mr. Stewart's staff accepted all incoming mail, even with postage due.
Since the largest part of it consisted of inquiries and orders, it was well worth­
while.

The Newbern Post Office was closed when service (by the U.S. Post Office ,
that is) to the seceded states was suspended on May 31, 1861. It was "of­
ficially" (per P.O.D. records) re-opened July 15, 1862. Th e earliest occupation
use recorded is dat ed April 14, 1862. Strangely, the re-op ening is not men ­
tion ed in the U. S. Mail and Post Office Assistant , in the lists of post office
changes, which included offices re-opened in the seceded states. It should
have been reported in either the August or September issue, bur it does not
appear.
LOSSING'S CIVIL WAR IN AMERICA
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

Benson J. Lossing was considered one of America's premier historians in the
19th century, being known today primarily for his Pictorial Field Book of the
Revolution, issued in 1851. His lesser known works were the Pictorial Field
Book of th e W ar of 1812, a Pictorial Description of Ohio (1849), The Life and
Times of Philip Schuyler (1860), and what he probably regarded as his greatest
work, Lossing's Civil War in Americn. Th is was a heavily illustrated three
volume work, issued in the years immediately after the Civil War. Like most
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such works wri tten just after an event in which th e author was emotionally in­
volved, Lossing's history is very slanted. Lossing makes heroes of th e Northern
participants and villains of the South, and his lack of objectivity has caused
his major work to be complete ly disregarded by today's historians. Yet, there is
an enormous range of detail in the three volumes , much of it in the form of
footnotes qu oting newspaper articles, personal interviews, and outright trivia.
If one can sep arate the whea t from the chaff in terms of fact and opinion, these
volumes can be very useful at times.

Lossing's forte was illustration rather than narrative, and he went to great
effort to show examples of just about everything th at went into the war. He
illustr ated an example of a patriotic cover, shown with the se paragraphs, and
here we have an excellent example of both the merit and problems of his book.
The cover was repro duced by drawing; this possibly is the earliest known 3¢
1861 cover illustration. The artist goofed; the point of the goof will be left to
the reader to identify.

' YO U M :Y H NT YOUR S£ [ O IN PEACE:.rOIl O l D
VIRGINIA Will " AVE TO 8£ A Tl<E: BRUNT or BATTLC.

11 GOY. PICKEN S .

Early lIIust,"tlon of pltrlotlc con., from LOllln,g'1 " Civil WI.,"

Concern ing the cover, Lossing (Vol. 1, pages 343-4), commented, in discuss­
ing the use of the flag and other demonstra tions of patrioti c sentiment in the
early part of the war:

. . . Everyth ing that might ind icat e a ttac hment to th e Unio n was employed; .and in
less than a for tnigh t after th e Pres ide n t's Proclam at ion went forth , th e post offices
were made gay wit h letter envelopes bea ri ng every kin d of device, in brilliant colo rs.
illustrative of love of coun try and hat red of reb ell ion . T he use of th ese becam e a pas­
sion . It was a ph enomenon of th e tim es. No t less than four thousand different kinds
of Union enve lopes were produced in th e cou rse of a few weeks. Some of these no w
find a carefu l de pository in the cabi nets of the cu r iou s.

Lossing then illustrated a "Union Envelope" addressed to himself, with a
footnote on the caption. Th e footnote read :

This specimen of the Un ion envelopes has been chose n . . . because it con ­
ta ins . . . a remarkable prophecy. T he leaders of the rebellion in th e more Southe rn
State s comforted their people with the assurance, whe n it was seen that war was in­
evi ta ble , th at it could no t reach their hom es, for in th e Border Slave- labor States, and
especi ally in Virginia, would be the battle fields. II was ind eed so, until the last year
of the war: and "Poor Old Virginia ," as Governor Pickens predicted . had to bear the
brunt. .. .

Th e design shown by Lossing is Walcott # 1097. In the Laurence catalog
of the Walcott collection , the example shown also bears an 1861 postmark, and it
is unfortunate that the laws at the time prevented illustrations of stamps, so
that we cann ot see just wha t stamp was used on that cover.
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WANTED TO BUY
19TH Century mint and use d ,

fancy cancels , proofs, mu ltiples,

plate numbers, covers, revenues,

officials, and Confederate. Will

travel to view large collections .

Member: ASDA, USPCS, APS.

TEL: (214) 234-5095

Robert E. Pratt
Citizens Bank Center

Suite 104

Richardson, Texas 75080
46
FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED
New Fall-Winter List

send 50¢ in stamps for illus­
trated pr ice list of choice 19th
century cancels: both on and
off cover.

approval selections also avail­
able to USPCS and APS mem­
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 53211
COVERS

U.S.-FOREIGN

For over 30 years we have had one
of the largest stocks of cove rs in the
world . Selections are sent on an ap ­
proval bas is per a want list, tog ether
w ith satisfactory references.

GOOD STOCK OF

U.S. STAMPS, TOO

BUYING: We are alw ays inte res ted in
buying all cat egories of stam ps &
covers whether they be single rarities
o r collections.

William O. Bilden
A.P.S. P.O. BOX 24026 ASDA

EDINA, MINN. 55424

~

[

Ch
-------m

'United ~tates

Postal 'History

Buying
&
Selling

Richard J.Micchelli
Post Office Box 248

Mountain Lakes,N.J 07046

J ~
ro nicle 97 i February 1978 / Vol. 30, No .1



Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No. I 47



THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
A LISTING OF 30¢ 1869 COVERS
RICHARD M . SEARING

INTRODUCTION
A listing of 24¢ 1869 covers appeared in the February 1977 Chronicle.1

The reader should consult th is art icle for the research guide lines th at underlie
the present effort and for a br ief int roduction to th e subject. This 30¢ 1869
cover listing is th e second section of a proposed three part series on th e high
value 1869 stamps on original covers. The thi rd part , covering the 90¢ 1869
stamp and associ at ed lore, will appear in the future.

When these studies began, nea rly four years ago , the purpose was to list
only those covers which seem certainly genui ne or could not be proven to be
faked in th e light of present-day knowledge. However , in th e course of th e re­
search into th e 30¢ 1869 uses, it becam e clear tha t while some covers were out­
right fakes, others were simply "doubtful" in some aspe ct or other. It also be­
cam e clear th at th e outr ight fakes, if ignored , would not disappear. Thus, we
decided to list both th e genuine and the doubtful covers , dividing them into
separ at e groups.

Table I lists genuine domestic uses of the 30¢ 1869 stamp. Table II lists
genuine for eign uses. Table HI lists the covers th at are doubtful or outright
fak es. Wherever possible, th eir qu estionabl e features have been listed for refer­
ence and review by knowled geable readers . The author welcomes comments
and correction s. In th e tabl es, an asterisk indicates that the author has seen
the cover or a clear photo . "SBA" indica tes Stanl ey B. Ashbrook and "PF NY" in­
dic at es the Philat elic F oundation. Table IV is a statistical summary of the
genuine cov ers, broken out by origin, destin ati on , stamps and year of use.

BACKGROUND

The 30¢ 1869 sta mp does not have the finely detailed engraving that char­
acterizes th e 24¢ design , but the colors, espe cially in the proof sta te, are strik­
ing and patriotic. Sadly, th e passage of time has dimmed the colors of most
of the surviving stamps. Still , on cover- especially with other stamps-the
30¢ 1869 is b eautiful to b ehold.

According to the latest research , 254,010 .3007 lR69 stamps were delivered
to th e post offices." This is about 7 percent more than the number of 24¢ 1869
sta mps issued. On thi s basis, one would expect modestly more 30¢ covers to
have survived th an 24¢ covers. But at pr esent, th e au thor records 49 genuine
30¢ covers (along with 24 that arc qu estionabl e or bad ), compar ed with 62
genuine 24¢ covers detailed in Chronicle 93.

DOMESTIC COVERS

In sharp contrast with the 24¢ covers, Table I shows only four domestic
covers presently reco rd ed bearing 30¢ 1869. Why th ere should be a five to
one differen ce in th e number of dom estic uses between th e two stamps is a
matter of spe culation. Perhap s some read er can supply a reason.

Note that all four domestic covers show uses after the 1869 stamps had
officially expire d-with th e possibl e exception of the undated cover from
Grand Rap ids. It would b e nice to see at least one dom est ic cover provably
used during th e lifetime of th e 1869 stamps. Ca n anyone provide one ?

Fi gure 1 shows a domestic cove r, from the author's collection, posted at
Goshen, Indian a, addressed to South Bend , dating from early 1874, on which
a 30¢ 1869 plus tw o 3¢ Cont inentals pay 12 times the 3¢ domestic rate on 6
ounces of court depositi ons. The pen notation, on reverse, by th e court clerk,

1. R. M. Sear in g, "A Listing of 24¢ 1869 Covers ," Chr onicle 93:42.
2. W . K. H erzog, "Quant i ties of Sta mps Issued During th e 1869 Period," Chronicle 89:31.
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Figure 1. 30, 1869 Itamp uled with two 3, Continentall on e 12x3¢ domestic cover, one of four domastlc
uses of 30, 1869 presantly recorded .

identifies the year of use. The author also has a 42¢-rate cover in his collection,
paid by three 12¢ and two 3¢ 1869 stamps. He has seen a 57i-rate cover paid by
1869 stamps. Does apy reader record a higher domestic rate with 1869s?

FOREIGN COVERS

Table II lists th e 30¢ 1869 covers used in internation al correspondence th at
the author has been unable to fault and believes to be genuine. Nearly half
these covers were used to France, with the 30¢ stamp paying twice the 15¢­
per-k oz. treaty rate. After December 31, 1869, when the treaty expired, the
rates became more complex. We discuss th ese points below, in connection
with the "doubtful" list. The remaining covers to foreign destinations are dis­
tributed amongst 12 different destinations, with five going to Switzerland and
two each going to Germany, Indi a, Mexico, England and Guatemala (see
Table IV).

Figura 2. 30, 1869 plus two 2, 1869, making the 3411 rate from the U.S. to Peru. Thll II tha only
30, 1869 cover that appears to have survived from the Davis correspondence.
Chronicle 97 / February i978 / Vol. 3D, No. 1 49



The 24¢ 1869 cover record show s that ten 2·1¢ covers were sent to Lim a,
Peru, these being from th e Davis correspondenc e. F igure 2 shows the only re­
corde d Davis cover showing the 30¢ 1869 stamp. Posted at Portchester, New
York, thi s cover reached Panama on 30 August ]869. The ra te per ~ ounce
was th en 34¢, confirmed by the credi t "24" which shows faintly under th e
Pan ama marking. The rea der should consult the article in Chronicle 85, on 1869
covers to th e west coast of South Americ a, for more detailed information ."

Figu re 3 shows what is so far a unique triple-combination cover, wh ereon
th e 30¢ 1869 is used along with the stamps of two other nat ions. Presum ably
posted at Call ao, Peru, th e cover bears a 20 centavo brown Peruvi an stamp
(Scott # 18), a British one shilling green (Scott # 54), along with the 30¢ 1869.
Per the markings, th e cover entered the British post office at Callao sometime
in October 1869, and entered the British post office at Panama on October 20.
A comparable cover , from this same correspond ence, showing a 1 dinero
(equal to 10 centavos) Peruvian stamp, a sixpen ny British stamp and a 101
1869, is illu strated and discussed in Chronicle 88: 238. Since that write-up, a
similar sin gle-ra te triple combin ation cover sold in the Hessel sale for almost
$6000.4 On th at basis, one can only speculate what the cover shown in Figure 3­
which hasn't been see n in many years-might b ring today.

, .;

~J~.j

Figure 3. 30¢ 1869 in triple combination with stamps of Peru end Great Britain. an required to take this
cover from CallBo, Peru, to New York City.

In th e last Chronicle, our Period E ditor dwelt at length on th e credit mark­
ings, the receiving markings and the steamer services tha t carried mail from
the U.S. to France during 1869.fi In terms of the markings to be found on th e
covers, he showed that thr ee basic cover types exist. F igures 4, 5 and 6, dis­
cussed below, show th e characteristics of these three types on double-rate 1869
covers to France.

Fi gure 4 shows a 2x15¢ ra te cover to Bordeaux, posted at New Orleans on
30 August 1869. The New York credit 24 markin g is dated SEP 4, as is th e
octagon al French packet marki ng ("4 SEPT. 69"). Th e French octagon shows
"PAQ. FR. H. No 1," indicating transit by the French line steamer Pereire, which
departed New York on that date. Th e New York cred it 24 indicates a credit
of 2x12¢, which is to be expected on a direct cover to Fran ce via French line.
Thus, on th e basis of rate, credit an d markings, this cover is genuine.

3. M. Laurence. "Ten-Cen t 1869 Covers to Peru , Ch ile , Ecuad or. and Bolivia ," Chronicle
85:38.

4. Sidney H essel ColIection Sale (II), H . R . Harmer , Tune 8-10, 1976, lo t 724.
5. M. Lau ren ce, " 1869 Cove rs to France: T he Trea t)' 'Period ," Chro nicle 96:256.69.
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Figure 4. 30¢ 1869 pay ing tw ice the 15¢ treaty rate from New Orleans to Bordeaux. Transit via French line,
confirmed by the French octagon and tho New York credit 24 (2x I 2).

Figure 5 shows a double-rate cover that crosse d on the HAPAG line. These
American-contra ct German steamers left New York every Tu esday in 1869.
HAPAG covers show credits in multi ples of 3 and the rec eiving marking is the
Cherbourg double circle. As with the French line covers, the service was dir ect
to France, so there is no evidence of British tra nsit. Th e cover in Figure 5
satisfi es all these conditions. Posted in New Orleans on June 11, it left New
York on Tuesday, 15 June 1869, and was received at Cherb ourg on June 27.
Th e 2x3¢ credit to France is expresse d in the New York marking. The date
and the credit in the New York marking, plus the Cherbourg receiving marking,
are all appropriate to direct carriage via HAPAG, an d on these bases the cover
is assessed genuine.

Figure 5. 30¢ 1869 paying twice the 15¢ treaty rete from New Orleans to Havre. Transit via HAPAG line
(American packet direct), confirmed by the Cherbourg double circle end the Now York credit 6 (2x3) .
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Figure 6 shows a tri ple-rate cover to France via England, transit via Cun­
ard line. Mail-carrying steamers of the Cunard line left New York each Wednes­
day during 1869. Covers that took this route to France show New York credits
in mul tiples of 6 plus a Calais receiving mark. The cover in Figure 6 shows a
New York credit 18, dated AUG 4 (1869). On that date the Cunard China
sailed for Qu eenstown and Southampton. Th e Calais receiving mark shows 15
Augu st 1869. The companion stamp to the 30¢ on this cover is the l5¢ Type II .

Figure 6. 30¢ 1869 plus 15¢ Type II paying tr iple treaty rate from New York to Paris. Trenslt vie Americen
packet via England, conf irmed by Calais entry marking end New York credit 18 (3x6).

The read er should note that a cover with a single-rate credit of 6, transit
via England, could conceivably be used to fabricate the doubl e-rat e 2x3¢
credit to be found on direct HAPAG covers. However , both the departure dates
and receiving ports are different, and the presence of a Calais entry marking
would spoil the pretense. In the purchase of any 30¢ cover to France, the bu yer
must check all the points tha t have been discussed, to verify au thenticity.

Th e plot thickens after the expiration of the U.S.-French treaty on 31 De­
cember 1869. After this date, it was officially impossible to prepay mail from
the U.S. to France. However, clerks are hum an and errors did occur. Th e
author has record of several single-rate lett ers to France pr epaid at the 15¢
treaty rate and apparently delivered without due markings to French recipi ents
during the first four months of 1870. However, the author has no record of a
double-rate letter so accepted. Does any reader know of such?

Recent research by George Hargest has delinea ted the so-called ph antom
rate, by which letters could be sent from the U.S. to France fully pr epaid through
the British open mails. This sub ject is discussed at length in Hargest's works."
To date, the record shows one possible ph antom-rate cover bearin g the 30¢
1869 stamp. It is believed that the July 11, 1870, cover (see Table II ) from Pitts ­
burgh to Paris, from the John Fleming correspondence, is a phantom-rate
cover, but the author has not personally seen this item or a photo with all the
necessary markings.

In addition, at least three covers (Krug 792, Gibson 491 and Knapp II 1781)
show markings that clearly indicate that they travelled the British open mail
route tha t charac terized phantom-rate covers. All three passe d through the
New York exchange office in late February or early March 1870, and all three
show New York credit markin gs, presumably to England, of 6¢. According to
the best contemporary scholarship, these would be ph anto m-rate covers, if only
they showed credits of 8 or 16. While these covers do not fully conform to th e
----

6. G. E. Hargest , H istory of Let ter Post Commullicati on, 168; "T he Effect of the 1868
and 1869 U.S.-British Conventions on the Continua tion of French Mail ." Congress Book # 38
\1972), 95; "T he Prepaid Bri tish Mail Rates to Fr anc e. 1870-1874," Chronicle 68:174.
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contemporary scholarship, they may represent practices or expedients that are
not yet fully understood. Thus these three, plus a few others, are listed in
Table III with a t symbol after the date. The t indicates that these covers can­
not be classified as either genuine or doubtful a t present, for lack of sufficient
evidence from which to render an opinion. The Fleming cover is included in
Table II with the same marking.

Subject to the above provisos , Table III lists all those covers bearing 30¢
1869 stamps abo ut which the author believes that the authenticity is doubt­
ful. Whenever possible, the point or points in qu estion are noted in the "remarks"
column. Since nearly 60 percent of the doubtful covers were addressed to
France, caution is surely the watchword on any bargain 30¢ 1869 covers sent
to France from 1869 or 1870.

SUMMARY
Combining the information on the genuine 30ci 1869 covers from Tables

I and II , the data are summarized in Table IV. As with the 24¢ covers , almost
half the 30¢ covers originated in New York City. Eight covers were mailed from
New Orleans and the remaining covers are scattered among 14 domestic and
three foreign locations. Thirty-eight of the 49 covers originated in large U.S.
cities , which tends to confirm the long-held theory that the high value 1869
stamps received very limited distribution.

Six covers bear multiples of the 30¢ stamp (pair or two sing les-sometimes
with other stamps as well) compared with 26 covers bearing a single 30¢ 1869
only, and 19 covers showing the 30¢ stamp(s) in combination with other U.S.
stamps of the era. Only 13 genuine 30¢ 1869 covers bear other stamps of the
1869 issue. Th e covers show combinations of two values only , a sharp departure
from the combination covers of the 24¢ valu e, some of which show three and
even four 1869 values. Five covers show combinations with the later Banknote
issues, while one shows a combination with the earlier Civil War issue. The
foreign stamps on the cover in Figure 3 have not been tabulated.

In contrast to the data for the 24¢ 1869 stamp, 29 genuine covers with the
30¢ value date from 1869, with 13 dated from 1870 and only two year dates
unknown. Three of the covers wer e mailed in 1871 and one was use d as late
as 1882. The earliest recorded genuine use in this listing is May 29, 1869-on a
cover from New York City to Pari s via French packet. Scott lists the earliest
known use as May 15, 1869, but we have yet to encounter the cover from which
this listin g was taken .

With reference to Tables Il and Ill , we note that over one third of the
recorded covers are either faked or have doubtful credentials of one sort or
another . Many of these items reappear year aft er year, some with older certifi­
cates of guarantee . The student should beware the bargain cover in this area,
especially those addressed to France. The author solicits comm ents and criticism
of th is research and welcomes any new data on the covers listed and others not
listed.

30¢ 1869
Date Origin /Destina tion
1/ 20/71 Sl. Louis/ Trenton
3/1 4/7 1 NYC/ Ph ila de lp hia
2/ 3/74 Cos he u/S. Bend . Ind.

12/ 5/? Grand Rapids, Mich. /?

TABLE I
STAMPS ON COVER-DOMESTIC USE
Stamps Rate R emarks

121.147 II x31,' la rg e wrapper
121. 136 Il x3¢ legal cover
121. 158 \2) 12x3¢ legal cover
121 10x3¢ legal cover

Source
SBA records
Wunsch coli .·
Searing coll ."
Daniels 6/ 54, lot 367

30¢ 1869
Date Origin[Desti nation
5/29 /69 NYC/ Paris

6/ 9/ 69 N. Orleans /Paris

6 / 11/69 N. Orleans/Havre

TABLE II
STAMPS ON COVER-INTERNATIONAL USE

Stamps R ate ldent ifying N otes
121 2x15¢ Fr. octa gon rec.

5/29; red NYPD
"24"

118. 121 3x15¢ HAPAG, red
NYPD "9 "

121 2x15 ¢ HAPAG, red NYPD
"6" ; Cherbourg
rec . 6/27

Source
Siegel 409/ 82-

Knapp 11/
1787-
Eastern coll."
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7/29 /6 9 NYC/ Veracruz

9/28 /69 NYC/Pari s

11/ S/ 69 NYC / Paris

1'. / 6/ 69 NYC/ Paris

PFNY rec .·

I' FNY rec."

Ward 10/4 6­
71S·
Krug sale 791·

Eastern col l. s

Cry er coil.

SUA rcc ."

New bury 1/
64S·

Kn app lI t
17llS·
Chrysler 9/67­
340 ·

Kn app lI t
1778·
SBA rec.·

Source
Klep sale 1179·

Wolffers
S4/969 ·

Kn app 11 /
1786·

HAP AG; red NYI' D SBA rec .
" 12" ; Ch erbourg rec.
rcc, 10/ 20 Pan ama Schenck 10/ SO-

172·
\\ra terhou se
6/ 5S-60S·

SBA rec.

H AP AG ; red NYI' D
"6" ; Sall es , fig . 1794

Via Eng land ;
1\'YP D "24"

Via Eng.; red NYI' D In terphil
" 12" ; Calais rec.; dealer"
fro n t

Id en tifying Notes
Via Englan d; NYPD
" 18" ; Ca la is entry
Fr. oct. rec. 6 / 26;
red NYI' D " 24"
N.Y. PA ID ALL;
pe n d kt. : rec . 6/29
legal cvr.; red NYI'
ALL; via Bremen;
rec. 7/ 11
Via London & Mar­
seilles
HAPAG ; red NYI' D
"6"; rec. 6/1 8; front
on ly
Black rosette; due
"S" per City of
Mexico
Via Engl and ; NYI'D
" IS"; per Ch ina ;
rc c, 8/ IS
Fr. oct. rec 8/7; per
Vill e de Paris;
NYI' D "24"
Fr. oct. rec. 8/ 18;
NYI'D "24"
Davis corres.; via
Pa nama dated 8/30
Fr. pkt. ; red NY I' D
"24"
Via Eng la nd; red
NYPD " 12"
Via Eng .; red NY I' D
" 12"; Ca lais rec .
10/7
Fr. pkt. ; NYI'D " 36"

3x 10¢

4x 1S¢

2x 1S¢

42¢

4x1S¢

34¢

2x1S¢

~x IS¢

2x 1S¢

2x 1S¢

3x1S¢

3x 1S¢

2x 1S¢

3x 10¢

2x 1S¢

3x 10¢

2x1S¢

2x 1S¢

Hair
3x1S¢

10+ 2xI S¢

121

121

121 (2)

121 (2)

121

121

121

121

121

121

121

121

118, 121

116,1 21

119, 121

117,1 21

Sta mps
119, 121

121; Peru
20¢, GB 1/ ­

121

113 (2) , 121

Origin / Destinati on
N . Orleans/France

9j18/69 Cuba / Pa r is (via
NYC)

7/ 3/69 NYC/Yokohama

8/ 18/69 NYC/ Bordeaux

6/29/69 NYC/Saxony, Germ.

8/2 1/69 Portchester, NY /
Li ma , Peru

8/30/69 N. O rl ea ns / Bordeaux

7/ 6/69 NYC /Paris

6/~9/69 NYC/ Be rne, Switz.

9 /2S /69 W ash ., DC/Par is

9j1 2/69 N . Orleans/Fra nce

8/ 4/69 NYC / Pari s

6/2 6/69 N. O rl eans/Paris

10/ 20/ 69 N . O rl eans /France

11/ 7/69 San Franc isco / France

10/1 4/ 69 Ca llao , Peru/ NY C

Date
6i 14/69

2x 1S¢

2x1S¢

2x 1S¢

4x 15¢

Fr. OC l. rec. II f13; Harmer 6/40
NYPD "24"

Via Eng .; NYI' D
" 12"

Via. Eng .; NYP D Kr u g sale 793 ·
"24" ; Calais rec. on
adv, cvr.

HAI'AG ; red NYI' D Eastern coli.
"6 " ; Che rbourg rec.
12/ 26

4x lO¢ red NYI' D ALL; Siegel 410/7 21·
d irect NGU serv.;
rec, I / 24/7 0

42¢ via Marseflles per Kn app lI t
Cit y of Brooklyn; 1784·
rec 7/18

2x1S¢ NYI' ALL Br. Krug sale 789·
T ra nsi t

121

96,1 21

121

121 (2)

121

121

117, 121

1/ 1/7 0 N YC/ Switzer land

J2f1 4/ 69 NYC/Nice

12/ ?/ 69 Cinci n nat i/ Ba de n,
Germ .

6?/ ?/ 69 NYC / Hong Kong

12/ 4/69 NYC/ Pa r is & re tu rn

12/ 2/6 9 NYC/ N ice

11/ 9/ 69 N . Orleans/Bordeaux
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5/ 16/70 Boston /India

7/ 15/7 0 NYC/ Lond on

2/ 2/70 NYC/Ver acru z

5/ 27/70 NYC/ Cadiz. Spain PFNY rec.·

Gibson 494-

Harm er 6/28 / ?

H armer Rooke
1I / 4/ ?-129­
Kru g sale 788·

PFNY rec."
Krug sa le 790-

Siege l 320/
337-

Source
Brookman II,
183-

Chr onicle 80:
219 -
Wunsch ca ll.
Herst 6/ 62-204

Koerber 9/74­
215-
Siegel 468/
104-
Siege l 456/
385·

Ident ifying No tes
red "54/ 3" via
Sou tha m p to n ; Bis­
sell corres.
due "5" via Cleo­
patra; blk petal cane.
NY Paid All Br .
Transit
red "4"; per Alaska
N .Y. Paid All Br.
Transit; pen dkt:
4/20/70
blk cane.; state seal
on pink env.
red "3"; "54/ 3";
London rec . 5/ 16;
Bissell con es.
per Al ain ; red "48"

London PAID 7/30;
Cala is trans., re d
" PO"
NY Paid All Br.
T ra nsit
part cvr to B. Dis­
raeli, MP ; rec. 7/26
via Marseilles; red
" 12Y2" p en dkt;
"per Cap t. Adams"
blk cork cane.; rec.
SF 2j\7/71
registered legal cvr
red "4" ; per
A laska; cvr front
on ly (May dup
4/20/70 above)

36¢

3x 10¢

5x6¢

Rate
3x22¢

2x22 ¢

3x22 ¢

2x15¢

3xlO ¢?

2x15¢

3x10¢ ?
2x15 ¢

7xlO¢

6x5+ 10¢
3x 10¢

phantom ?

121

121

121

121
121

121

121

115.121

Stamps
121 (2) , 115

121 (2) , 115

113 \2) ,121
139
121

121 (2) • 116

121,1 79 (2)
121

Origin / Destination
Boston /India

3/ 2/70 Egg Ha rbor. NJ /
Luc erne. Switz .

4/ 20/70 NYC/Guatemala
4/22 / 70 San ta Cruz, Cal. /

T iano, Switz.

7/ II /7ot Pi ttsburgh / Paris

1/14 /7 1 Shanghai / Pa .
consula te mail

6/ ?/82 Er ie, Pa.yl.ondon
5/ 5/? NYC/Gua temala

:,/ 6/7 0 Jefferson , Mo. /Switz.

7j\4 /70 NYC/Palermo. Sicily

Date
2/ 1/70

10/ 4/70 Hampton , NHlJava

2/ 5/7 0 NYC/ Par is

12/ II / 69 NYC/ Switzer land

2/ II /7 0? Castrovill e, Tex./
Fra nce

ph.

Spec. Seru,
ph. #262-

Source
Sil A; see
Chronicle
77:61 •
Knapp II I
1788-
Spec . Sen).
#161­
Sp ec. Serv o
#12 1-

Knapp Il /
1782-
Knapp Il /
1780-
Spec . Seru ,
ph . #299­
Spec . Seru.
ph. # 285-

Id ent ifying Notes
not ge nui ne, too
early; fake cane .

30e added ; HAPAG
single rate
sgl. rate via GB; 30¢
su bs titu ted for 15¢
30¢ pl'. added; orig.
trip le rate via GB

sgl. rate unpaid;
(d ue "8"; blk NY

" 9")
sgl. ra te via GB; 15¢ H armer 1/ 66-
rep laced by 30¢ 257-
HAPAG sgl. rate; S. Anderson
30e su bs tit u ted for 11/45
15¢
Fr. pkt, sgl. rate;
oct. .rcc,
sgl. ra te Br . mail ;
fake cancel s- SBA
sgl. ra te with "8"
due in Fr ance
sgl. rate from 1874­
SBA; fake cane., dat e

15¢

15¢

15¢

15¢

15¢

IO¢

10¢

15¢

3x 15¢

unpaid

121

121

121

121

121

121

Stamps
121

116 (2) .
121 \2)

U40
121

114,11 7
121
121

TABLE III
DOUBTFU L 30¢ 1869 COVERS

Ra te
(True)

15¢

N. Orl ean s/France

N. Orleans/
Bordeaux
N. Orlean s/
Bordeaux

N. Orl eans/Havre

Origin] Destination
NYC/ Raue n

N. Orl eans/
Bordeaux
N. Orleans/
Bord eaux
Ch ina /Sa n Francisco/
Fra nce

6/ 6/69

8/ 8/ 69

6i\ 4/69

7/ 20/69

Date

5/ 5/69

11/ 5/6 9

12/ 7/ 69

10/ 29/69
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Rate
Date Origin/Destination Stamps (Tme) Id entifying Notes Source

2fl5/70 Boston /Yokohama 68. 121 IO¢ sgl. rate via SF; 30¢ Wolffers 26/
added 988·

2/ 20/70t N. Orleans/Bordeaux 121 3xlO¢ lat e use. old rate; Kru g sale 792·
fwd to Paris Fr. 20c no opinion

2/ 24/7 ot N . Orleans/Bordeaux 121 3xlO¢ late use. old rate; Gibson 491·
no opinion

2/ 27/7 0 NYC/France 121 10¢ sgl. rate cvr.. fake- Simmy 8/76·
PF NY; 30¢ added 15·

3/ 4/70? NYC /Genoa 121 10¢ sgl. rate cvr .• fake- Spec . Servo
SBA; 30¢ subst, for ph. #226·
IO¢

ill 9/7ot San Franci sco/France 121 3xlO¢ la te use. o ld rate; Knapp Il /
no opinion 1781·

3/31 /70 N. Orleans/Havre 121 IO¢ la te use old rate; Harmer Rooke
fake in SBA opinion 9/ 54-102·

4f1IO /7ot San Francisco/ 121 10¢ 30¢ overpaying 10¢? H essel Il /7 12·
Bor deaux 8 decimes due

5/ 21/7 0 San Francisco / 121 no cred it . due, or Florida dealer"
Gironde, France rec. marks; fake

cane . ?

I 1/27 /7 ot NYC /Algeria 121 IO¢ very late use, old Siegel 510/
rate; front only; 114·
cancels?

11/ 6/71 NYC/Leipzig 121 IO¢ unpaid lett er ; marks Mercury 5/
[or sgl. rate 63-152

?/ 21/ ?t NYC/Gua temala 116.121 !O¢ sgl. rate? 30¢ ad ded? Herst 6/62-269
? NYC/Saxony 116,1 21 10¢ sgl rate. 30¢ ad ded Gi bson 492·

TABLE IV
DATA SUMMARY

Stamp Use
Origin Destina tion (Scott # ) Year of Use

Ne w York City 23 France 22 121 26 1869 29
New Orlean s 8 Domestic 6 121-2 6
Cuba 1 Switzer land 5 1870 13
Wa sh ington DC I Germany 2 121 with
Portchester, N.Y. 1 India 2 187l 3
Callao. Peru I Mexico 2 112 0 1874 I
San Francisco I Engla nd 2 113 2 1882 I
Cincinnati I Guatemala 2 114 0
Boston 2 Hong Kong I 115 11 unknown 2
Egg Harbor. N.J . I Yokohama I 116 2
Santa Cruz. Cal. I Spain I II7 2
Hampton. NH I Sicil y I II8 2 49
Shang hai Agen cy I Java I II9 2
Jefferson. Mo . I Peru I 120 0
Erie. Pa, I 122 0
Grand Rapids . Mich. I 49 96 1
Saint Lo uis. Mo. 1 136 1
Goshen. Ind. 1 147 1
Pittsbu rg 1 158 1

49 139 1
179 1
1869 NOTES
• Mixed-franking 1869 covers: In Chronicle 88, this section pu blishe d a windy
ar ticle about mixed-franking-covers bearing the lOci 1869 stamp. Therein, we
wrote that this is just par t of a larger goal: a listing of all mixed-franking 1869
covers, regardless of denomination. We also suggested that the task requires
the ene rgies of a collector both younger and more ambitious than this aging
editor. Mirabile dictu, we have a volun teer. Jeffrey Forster, RA 1618, a San
Francisco attorney, has offered his efforts in this pro ject, with a view toward
publishing a listing of eve ry cover he can find that bears an 1869 stamp along
with one or more forei gn stamps . Do help if you can. Xeroxes of covers in
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your own collection, or auction citati ons if you have them, are a good beginning.
Mr. F orster's ad dress is care of Severson , Werson, Berke & Melchior, One Em­
barcadero Center, San Francisco 94111.
• H is eye is 011 the sparrow: A dedicated reader of this section, who corresponds
phil atelically under the sobr iquet "Hawkeye," wr ites to point out an error in
Calvet Hahn 's write-up (Chronicle 91: 208) on the 2d 1869 bisects of Clove, New
Jersey. Hahn cited U.S. Mail page I::!2 as source for the fact that the Clove post
office opened in February 1863. Well, February 1863 is the right month, but
the proper U.S. Mail citation is page 119. On behalf of author Hahn , whos e
rigorous research is well known, and on the part .of the Period Editor, who should
have checked this citation prior to publi cation, we apologize to those thou­
sands of readers who might have been misled by this error of fact. Keep it up,
Hawkeye.
Review: The Express Mail of 1836·1839, by James W. Milgram , M.D. Pub­
lished by the Collectors Club of Chicago, 1029 N. Dearborn, Chicago, Ill. 60610.
Available in plain or deluxe edition ($20.00 and $25.00 respectively) from the
publisher and Ch ronicle advertisers, whose ads shou ld be checked for informa­
tion to ord er. Book is hardbou nd, with slipcase in deluxe edition, over 200 pages
and over 175 illustrations.

This book is the definitive work Oil its subject . It culminates nearly 20 years
of study on Dr. Milgram's part. Portions of the book, in less eru dite forms, have
been published by the American Philatelist as early as 1961, but those works
have been updated and combined into the current effort. Th e book is an ex­
haustive treat ise on the subject, which, while not widely collected because of
lack of supplies of material, is still well represe nted in most collections of U.S.
postal history. For the collector of express covers, the book is essential, and it
is of interest to all collectors of postal history. Definitely recommended .

Richard B. Graham
INDEX FOR

CHRONICLES 45-72

Available at
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44708

Checks payable to
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
(1) Feature Cover of the Month
Through th e courtesy of Dave Jarrett, we show this month (Figure 1), an

attractive corn er card of the San Francisco &. Marysville Railro ad Co. Office,
Marysville, Cal. on cover with 3¢ 1857 and Marysville, Cal., CDS. Like many
early corner cards of the railroads during the period of num erous ra ilroad
proposals, rapid construction and expansion, and equally swift failur e and
reorganization, this cover has been most difficult to identify.

Marysville, Cal., at the junction of the Feath er and Yuba rivers was, dur­
ing the Gold Rush era, California's third largest city. It was dependent upon
steamboats operat ing on the Feath er Hiver from Sacramento for its supplies and
in the late 1850s monopolistic practices of the steamboat comp any forced trans­
portation costs to very high levels.

OFFIOE-lI4ARYSVJ:LLE. OAL.

_ -3---,\

Figu,e 1. Corner card of Son Francilco & MarYlvllle Railroad Co.

A group of Marysville business leaders in 1857 organized a Marysville-San
Francisco Railroad to combat the steamboat monopol y but, like so many small
tran sportation projects , it was doomed to linger and wither due to lack of
financing. However on Jan. 10, 1865, the California Pacific R.R was organized
to constru ct a railroad from the steamboat landing at Vallejo eastward to Sacra­
men to, independent~f the Central Pacific combine. This move awoke the long .
slumbering Marysville -San Francisco railroad backers and, becoming active,
they talked the county of Yuba into subscribing $200,000 and the citizens of
Marys ville $50,000 towards a connecting railroad . Apparently the same group
of individ uals also acquired a righ t-of-way in their own name thro ugh Sutter
County on which to build the propos ed tracks.

The California Pacific R R then became inter ested in the project on its
own account and in 1869 laid tracks from Davisville on the Vallejo-Sacramento
line north to Knights Landing on the Sacramento River. After bridging the
river the line was built northward over low swam py land and finally on
Nov. 26, 1869, completed tracks to Yuba City, across from Marysvi lle. The
Feather River crossing involved extensive litigation and conflict as to the best
method of crossing the river, but fina lly on Feb. 22, 1870, the first train entered
Marysville , bringing to realization the 13-year-old dream of a short line route
to San Francisco.
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Due to faulty engineering and cheap construction through the flood plains
of two rambunct ious rivers, the rea lization of the dream was very short-lived and
after thr ee smaller washouts in 1870 and 1871, the Jan. 4, 1872, Feather River
flood extensively destroyed railroad embankments and tracks, and service was
suspended into Marysvill e. The fact that the Cen tral Pacific monopoly had
gained stock control of the California Pacif ic in the meantime no doubt had a
large bearing on the decision not to rebuild.

Railway ad verti sing covers and corner cards lend color , interest and illumi­
nation to collections of railway transit markings and oft en , in addition, lead
to stor ies of little-known facets of postal histor y of the States and Territories
that are most fascinating. Unlike several obscure corner cards I have been re­
searching unsuccessfully for years, this featured cover was fortunately identi­
fied, thereby revealing a most interesting incident in California history. The
cover, bearing the name of an associated group of businessmen who wanted
their own short line connection to the Pacific, is a most desirabl e California and
railway marking association item.

References
Hoffman. Wilbur. "The Short -lived Vallejo R.R .,'· L os A ngeles W'eslenlers Corral Branding

[ron, # 119, September 1975.
Railway & Locomotive Hi story Society Bullet in 5, p. 19; B ulletin 17, p . 49.
(2) Adamstown, Maryland-B. & O.R.R.
Through the courtesy of Earl P. L. Apfelb aum , Inc. , I have had the oppor­

tunity of examining a packet of correspondenc e, all with oval Adamstown,
B. & O. RR (lJST MC 274-S-1Oa) tying 311861 stamps. Written by a soldier to his
sweetheart in Philadelphia in the period Dec. 30. 1861, to Feb. 28, 1862, ther e
are five of this oval station marking in black and two in blue. Th e blue color
is a new listing for this marking.

Adamstown was a small local station on the then main line of the Balti­
more & Ohio 64 miles west of Baltimore, between Frederick [ct. and Point-of­
Rocks, Md. Being close to the Potomac River and the imp ortant river crossings
of the Balt imore & Ohio at Harp ers Ferry, Va., it was a center of military
activity in the Civil War- at least until the encampment at Sandy Hook, nearer
Harpers Ferry , became functional.

One of the letters is headed "Camp Observation, Dec. 29, 1861," wh ile a
second is headed "Corps of Observation, Jan. 4, 1862." Apparently a brigade
of 3,000 men un der Brig. Genera l Burns was encamped near Adamstown, as a
brigade drill was mention ed . Thi s force was probably at this location to pro­
tect the Baltimore & Ohio from the sabotage and bridge-burning to which it
was subject early in the war and also, perhaps, to guard the westerly approaches
to the City of Washington from the Shenandoah Valley.

This activity around Adamstown must have given the sta tion agent a vast
amount of confusing work, having to handle suddenly the mail ' business of a
brigade encamped nearby. However the surge must have been brief, as the post­
master's compensation as reported in the Fed eral. Register was not great-bei ng
for the years 1859, 61, 63, 65, and 67 in the amount of $56.73, $85.48, $107.67,
$109.12, and $140.00. 'We cannot neglect also the possibility tha t Postmaster
Kohlenburgh was not the railway sta tion age nt but had a separate office. As a
comparison the Sandy Hook, Md., post office was not reported in 1861 or 1867,
while in the reports of 1863 and 186.5 made the considerable compensation of
$1,630.40 and $1,700.00-very large for those days. To da te no station markings
have been found for Sanely Hook station on the Baltimore & Ohio R R.- on the
north side ,of the Potomac opposite Harper's Ferry.
(3) Dating Project-Remele Period Markings
In Chronicles 88, 93, 95, and 96 listings were made of markings A-2 through

N-23 with available actual dates of use. All collecto rs are urged to report dated
markings earli er or later than those listed , or for those unlisted, with Remele
number of the marking, color and date with year. Only by constant cataloging
and reporting of such dates can we arrive at a rational method of determining
Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30, No. 1 59



dates of use for different types and colors. In the sequ ence listed below, there
are many mark ings with no recorded dates-- frequently due to their being only
one example of marking known. No dates have been record ed for Remele
Nos. 02, 03, PI, P4, rus, P13, P15, and Rl.

Remele Cat. N o. UST M C Cat . No. C% r Early or On ly Date Late Date

oi-a 560-A-I b lack 5/ 24/55
04 302-B-I b lack 1/ 10/ 54 1/ 23/ 54
P2-a 203·E ·I blue 3/21/50 3/26/ 50
P2-b 203-E-2 b lue 9/ 18/ 50
P3 4-1· 1 bl ack 11/17 / 58 3/ 1/65
P5·a 305-E -I bluish -green 11/ 9/ 46
P5-b 305-F- I black 8/24/5 1
P6-a 240·D- I red '1/ 30/ 44 1/25 /5 0
P6-a 240·D ·I black 8/ 1/ 51
P6-b 239-V- I red 5/12/43
P6-c 239-V-2 blu e 7/ 1/ 50
P6-e 239-V-3 bl ue '1/ 19/ 44 4/ 18/49
P7-a 239·1-1 black 2/ 6/ 54
P7-b 239-1-2 black 4/23 /5 6

P7·d 239· K· I black 3/ 2/53
1'7·e 239-L -I blue 11/19/ 52

P7·e 239-L- I bla ck 1/ 8/53
P8·a 203-A- I blue 3/ 2/ 50 5/ 6/ 52

P9 240·G- I bla ck 4/ 20/ 54

PI O·a 190-B-I blue 4/ 9/ 53
P IO·b 190-C · I b lack 10/ 20/ 52
P IO-c 190-D · I b lack 3/23/55
Pll 235-A-I black ? 1870 use known
P14-a 54-B- I b lack No date-1858
P14-b 54-B·2 black 10/ 23/ 63
PI 5 70-B- I black ? 1876 use known
P16·a 72-B-I b lack 10/ 2/ 49
P16-b 72-C-I blue 4/18/50 5/3 0/5 1
P16 ·b 72-C·I orange 3/17/54
P16 -c 72-B-2 red 10/ 3/49
R2·a 114-A-I red 2/ 23/42
R 3 73-D -I red 2/2 6/46 5/ 5/ 46
(4) Newly Reported Markings- VI
We are ple ased to repor t the following new railw ay mark ings for the rec-

ord and are indebted to Messrs. Coles, Fingerhood, Hood, Jarosak, Cary Johnson,
Kohlh epp, Nettleship, Don Smith , and Willard for reporting same:

274-V- I : 26Y2. black, Banknote , IV. (Ba lt imore . Md .-H arpers Ferr y. W .Va., 81 miles . Balt im ore
and Ohio R .R .).

235-5-5: 331k23Y2 x 25Y2-15 Y2 D. Ova l. bl ue . 1882, partia l. IV. (Ba ltimore & Ohio R .R . Pit ts·
burgh Di vision . Sut c r -e-st at ion 29 nules cas t of Pitt sburgh ) .

115-AC-I : 26, bl ack . Banknote, Ill. (Bu ffalo. N .Y.·E lyria. 0 .. 209 mi les. Lake Sho re & Mich igan
Sou thern R .R .- T entative ro ut e) .

136-E-I : 28. bl ack. 1886. II. (Co rn ing. N .Y.-W illiamsport. Pa .. 114 miles. Fall Brook Rwy.) .
91-B-2: 26, bl ack. Banknot e , Ill. (Ha rtford . Cc un .v Millert on. :'II .Y.. 69 mile s. Hartford & Con-

necti cut Western R.R .) . '
668-5-2: 32Y2 x 24Y2. oc tagona l box. blue . 1882. IV (In dianapolis. Deca tu r & We stern Ry.

(LB. & W .R .R.) Gu io n . l ud .- sta t ion 48 mil es we st of In d ia uapolis).
615· B-I: 24Y2. black , 1871. V. (Detro it. Mich.v'Toledo 0 .• 66 m iles. Lake Shore & Michiga n

Sout hern R .R .- Ten ta tive route) .
589·A-I : 27Y2, black. 1890. II I. (Logan -Nelsonville , 0 .. ,10 mil es. Colum bus . Hocking Val ley

& Toledo Ry.) .
248-C-I : 27Y2, bl ack. 1884. partial . IV. (Ma nc hester -T ucker to n. N .J .. 36 miles. T uc ker ton R .R .­

New J er sey Sou thern R .R .) .
207-5·2 : 33· 23 D . Circle, blue. 1886. IV. (Pylesvill e . Md .•- sta tion 40 miles north of Baltimore­

Ma rylan d Centra l R .R .) -.
807-E-I: 25Y2' black. 1874. V. (P ierce City. Mo.s-B rown svillc, Ka n .• 48 miles. Memphis. Cart hage

&: Ncrthwestcr n R. R .) .
111-5·5: 31Y2-22 x 22 Y2-1 5Y2 D . O val, b lue . 1880. IV. (Ne wb urgh, Du tchess &: Connecticu t R .R .•

5hunpike-Statiou 33 miles cast o f Dutchess J unction ) .
246· B-I: 28Y2. black. 1880. III . (New York -Ma nas qua n. N.J ., 58 m iles. Central R .R . of New

J ersey) .
121·5· 6: 30-20Y2 x 23Y2-14Y2 D. Oval, blue . 1875, V. (New York & O nta ri o Midland R .R .• Cen ­

t revi l le , N .Y.-sta tio n 27 m iles west of M iddlct own) .
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274-V-1

NEWLY REPORTED MARKINGS - PLATE VI

115-AC-1

203-L-1

'Nth" ...

MAR
21

1111
NORA
641-$-1
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238-C-3: 27 , b lack, 1882, (N igh t Line) , I. (New York-Washington, D.C ., 232 miles via Penn-
sylva nia R .R .; Philadelphia , Wi lmington & Baltimor e R .R .; Baltimor e & Potomac R .R .).

238-C·4: 26Y2' black, 1884, (N igh t Line) , I. (As above) .
238-M-l : 27, bl ack , 1881, (N igh t Lin e), II. (As ab ove) .
114·S- IO: 30V:/-20Y2 D . Ci rcl e, black, 1879, IV. (New York Cen tra l & H ud son River R.R.,­

station 36 miles north of New York . Rail road Nam e "Oscawa na ") .
808·S -4: 30 V:/. b lu e, 1870, VIII. (Thompson , Mo. , North Missouri R .R. sta tion 113 miles north

of St. Lo ui s).
203-L-I: 26, b lack, 1870, VI. (P h iladelp h ia -Pitts bu rg, Pa ., 354 mi les, Pennsylvania Central R .R .) .
747-B· I : 25V:/, b lue-black , Banknote, IV. (Postville ,Ceda r Rapids, Ia ., 100 m iles, Burlington .

Cedar Rapids & Minneso ta R.R .-~ I il wallkee Divi sion ) .
31O-S-la: 22V:/-13V:/ D. Circle. blue, 1872, V. (R ichmond & Danville R .R ., Wolf Trap, Va .-36

mi les ea st of Danville, Va .) .
40- R -I: 28Y2' black , 80's, I. (St. Alban 's, Vt.-Hoosick Junction, N .Y., 157 miles, Central Ver ­

mont R .R .) .
64 1-S-I : sh ield, b lu e, 1881, p artial, VI. (Nora, Mich .- station I I m iles sou th of Ann Arbor ,

Toledo & Ann Arbor Ry.) .
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My O utrlqht Purchase, Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave. Bronx, N. Y. 10462
~~~~=;~i
;; the m oney yo u need at ~~,;

I·Edelman 's. U se your collec- ~\~1 ~1
M tion as coll at e ral a nd still ~4

retain complete ownership.
YN. At Ede lman's, you can 'IN,
~~ obtai n quick, confiden tial I~\

\ti
".:. loan s for any a mo unt up ~~.:

~F.' to 80 % of the va lue of 1fJ}.
~ ~ yo ur properti es - from ~

~ $50 to $50,000 and more . .~
rh~ ~rite t? da y for further ~. ;~
~\ info rmation . I'M,

I 8ddHlllII 's ~
~ 301 Old York Road ~
~ Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 r~

~
(Suburban Philadelphia) ~~"'.

~
I ~ . I
~-."~~.~~ '. ~~ 'd1

,~~~~~~~
62
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH A N D INSPECT

A N OUTSTANDI NG ARRAY OF THESE

ClASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC ­

TION CA TA LOGS AS THESE ISSUES

A RE USUA LLY IN CLUDED.

WILLIAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J . 07078

Charte r me mb er of U.S.

Philatelic Classics Society
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
AMERICAN PACKET SERVICE: NEW YORK CITY TO GREAT BRITAIN
1 JUNE 1857 TO 1 JULY 1860

WILLIAM K. HERZOG
Beginning with the 11une 1857 expiration of the United States contract

subsidies for conveyance 0 mail to Europe by the Havre and Ocean lines , an
extremely interest ing period of American Packet sailings from New York City to
Great Britain was initiated. It was a period of temporary contracts entered
into by the Postmaster General through expediency; it was a period marred by
a shipping line 's refusal to fulfill its contractual obligations for carrying th e
mail to Great Britain; it was a period of temporary, individual trip contracts;
finally, it was a period when Congress enacted the means for what the Post­
master General called a "self-sustaining" ocean mail service in place of contract
subsidies.

Through two recent strokes of good fortune, it is now possible for this
author to provide a listing of American Packet sailings from New York City to
Great Britain during the first three years and one month of thi s turbulent
period. First, Jeremy Wilson (Route Agent 1479) located some hand-written
reports of the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department in the
files of the Postal Service Library in Washington, D.C. Based on Mr. Wilson's
description, the author requested a complete set of photocopies, which Mr.
Wilso n graciously supplied. Th ey turned out to be the original reports to the
Postmaster General listing sums due shipping lines for specifically dated sail­
ings on which mail was carri ed for the postage accrued. The earliest sailing
listed in these reports was 13 February 1858, while the latest was 19 May 1860.
The sailings from 1 Jun e 1858 through 31 March 1860 seem to be complete for
all shipping lines that carried mail for the postage accrued. Second, Clifford
Friend (Route Agent 497) located a compl ete microfilm file of the New York
Times in a local library near his home. He graciously checked the New York
Times for ship sailing informat ion on sailing dates not covered in the Treasury
Auditor's reports for the period in question.

A bri ef review of the events that mad e this period so interesting will now
be presented (see the yearly reports of the Postm aster Gen eral for 1857, 1858,
and 1859 for the source of the following information, and for further amplifi­
cation). When Congress failed to renew the subsidized ocean mail contracts of
the Havre and Ocean lines, which expired on 1 June 1857, the Postm aster Gen­
eral, acting on his own authority, entered into temporary contracts with the
Havre and Vanderbilt lines. Th ese lines were paid the sea and inland postage
accrue d from the mails which they carr ied . Shortly thereafter, th e Collins line
refused to fulfill its cont ract with the Navy Dep artment ·for carriage of mail to
Great Brit ain on 26 annual round trips. Th e last outward mail sailing of the
Collins line was made on 16 January 1858. Th e Postm aster General was then
forced to enter into individu al trip contracts for the scheduled mail sailings
that would normally have been made by the Collins line. On his own authority,
the Postmaster General gave sea and inland posta ge earne d for the mails
carried by American-owned ships, and just sea postage for mails carried on
foreign-owned ships. Next, when the temporary contracts with the Havre and
Vanderbilt lines expired on 1 Jun e 18.58, the Postm aster General was able only to
mak e individual contracts by the single trip with these lines as well. Finally, by
terms of the Appropriations Act approved on 14 June 1858, Congress provided
for a "self-susta ining" ocean mail service by legally limiting the payment to
shipping lines for carriage of mail to sea and inland postage for mail carried
on American-owned ships, or just sea postage for mail carried on foreign-owned
ships. Th e Appropriations Act also empowered the Postmaster General to
make contract s, ba sed on the above comp ensation , of no more than two years.
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During th e period of the accompa nying sailing list, the Vanderbilt line
ships carried mail direct to Bremen in their capacity as U.S. Packets until 30
October 1858. The North German Lloyd line ships carrie d mail di rect to Bremen
in their capacity as Bremen Packets beginning on 30 July 1851>.1 The Havre,
Vanderbilt, and North Atlan tic Steamship Company line ships car ried mail
direct to Havre, France. Additionally, the ships of the abov e mentioned lines
served as American Packets to Great Brit ain becau se they dr opped off mail at
Southampton, England, whil e on their way to Havre, Havre and Bremen, or
Bremen. The Collins, Glasgow, and Inman line ships carried mail dir ect to
Liverpool, England. The Postmaster General utili zed the ships of all of th ese
lines in attempting to provide wee kly America n Packet serv ice from New York
City to Great Britain. It was his intentio n to match the weekly serv ice pr ovid ed
by the Cunard lin e of Brit ish Pack ets. Prior to 1 June 1857, 52 alternately
scheduled ma il sailings were contracted for (26 sailings by the Collins line, plus
13 each by th e Havre and Ocean lines). During the next few years, filling th e
weekly mail sailings to Great Britain would become a ma jor prob lem.

The Canadian line ships also began serv ing as American Packets to Grea t
Britain during thi s perio d . Th e Treasury Auditor's reports list these sailings as
well. However , since th ese sailings were not from New York City, and were
additional to the weekly New York City sailings, th is author plans to cover the
Canadian line mail sailings in a separate, futu re article.

Cer tain other mail sailings from New York City during this period are not
included in th e sailing list . The Postm aster General did not ut ilize the Hamburg­
American line ships for ca rriage of U.S. mail to Southampton until 4 May 1861.2
Since they served only in their capacity as Hamburg Packets carryi ng mail
direct to Hamburg during this period, these mail sailings are not listed. Th e
Postmaster Gen eral did not utilize the North Germ an Lloyd line sh ips for
carriage of U.S. mail to Southampton until 19 February 1859. Since th ey served
only in th eir capacity as Bremen Packets prior to that dat e, mail sailings earlier
than 19 Februar y 1859 are not listed. Th e British-owned Euro pean and Ameri­
can Steam Shipping Company line ships made eleve n round trips between
Bremen and New York City, via Southampton, between May and October of
1857.3 This author has not seen any evide nce that ships of thi s line carried
any U.S. mail to Southampton while acting as Ameri can Packets for the Post­
ma ster General. Therefore, the sailings of this line are not included in the sail-
ing list . -

The following sailing list has been checked for accuracy against th e frag­
men tary information in the yearly reports of the Postmast er General , including
th e appended Auditor of th e Treasury for th e Post Office Department reports, for
the years ending 30 June 1857 through 1860. Also, the sailing list was checked
ag ainst Pr ofessor Har gest's book for veri fica tion with sailing dat es con ta ined
therein . The author believes the list is free of inaccuracies. However , th ere
could be a few errors of omission in the sailin gs for 1 June 1857 through 30 June
1858. The ma jori ty of th e sailing dates in the list are taken from the orig ina l,
hand written Treasury Auditor's reports . Th e dates followed by an asterisk are
taken from the New York Tim es.

The sailing letter cod es pr esented in the bod y of th e sailing list , along
with the foot notes for the sailing list , provide additional in formation on routes,
destinat ions, mails ca rried, compensation, and rep lacement sailings. Th ey in­
crease the scope of th e sailings con tained in the list beyond just American
Packet service to Grea t Britain, and make it a much mor e usefu l tool for future
reference. It should be not ed that the sailing lett er codes form a continua l, re­
occurring pattern: serv ice for Great Britain: service for Bremen ; service for
Great Britain; and serv ice for Havre. This pattern stems from befor e 1 June
1857, when 52 alternately scheduled mail sailings were contracted for with th e
Collins (26 sailings), Ocean (13 sailin gs), and Havr e (13 sailings) lines. It con -

I. George E. H argest , Hi story of Lett er Post Comllllm iration Betuieen th e United States
and Eu rope 1845-1875. p. 120.

2. Ibid ., p. 120.
3. I bid., p. 116.
64 Chronicle 97 / February 1978 / Vol. 30. No . 1



tinued th roughout the period in question . Also, it should be noted that all of
the sailings in the list occurred on Saturdays.

Addendum
Wh en thi s art icle was written, your author had only seen (and owned)

ph otocopies of the ocean mail sections from "abridged" Report s of the Post ­
master General for 1858, 1859, and 1860. The "unabridged" Reports of the Post­
master General, beginni ng with the one for year ending 30 June 1858, contain
addition al tables that list sailing dates for specific ships. This information was
extracted from a more complete run of Treasury Auditor reports than the run
used by your author. The only effect on this article is that some of the sailing
dates followed by asterisks (verified by Ne w York Times) are now also ver ified
by tabular inform ation in the "unabridged" Rep orts of the Postmaster General.

Ship
Columbia
W ashington
Ari el
At lantic
Vanderbilt
Fulton
Ericsson
North Star
Co lumbia
Arago
Atlan tic
Vanderbilt
Ariel
Baltic
Fulton

SS Line
Colli ns
Ocean
Vanderbilt
Collins
Vanderbilt
Havre
Colli ns
Vanderbilt
Colli ns
Havre
Colli ns
Vanderbil t
Vanderbilt
Colli ns
Havr e

Vanderbil t North Star
Colli ns At lantic
Vanderb il t Vanderbilt
H avre Arago
Collins Baltic
Vanderbilt Ariel

Havre Fu lton
Collins Atlantic
Vanderbilt Vanderbilt
Vanderbilt North Star
Collins Baltic
Havre Arago
Collins Adriatic
Vanderbilt Ariel
Colli ns At lantic
H avre Fulton

Vande rb il t Nor th Star

Havre Arago
Collins Baltic

Havre Fulton
Glasgow Ed inbu rgh

a
BI

C
A

H
C

81
C

H
C
A

BI
C

H
Cdns.

BI
C
A

H
C

BI
Cdn s,

H
C
A

BI
C

H
C

BI
C

H
Cdn s.

BI
Cd ns.

H
C

Bldns.
Cd ns.

H
MI

Bldns.
Cd ns.

SAILING LIST AMERICAN PACKET SERVICE
NEW YORK CITY TO GREAT BRITAIN 1 JUNE 1857 TO 1 JULY 1860

Sailed from Sendee for Seruice for Seroice for
N .Y. Grenl Britain Brem en Ha vre

J une 6. 1857· C
June 13. 1857·

June 20, 1857·

J une 27. 1857·
July 4, 1857·
July I I , 1857·
July 18. 1857·
July 25, 1857·
Aug. I . 1857·

Aug. 8. 1857·
Aug. 15. 1857·
Aug. 22. 1857·
Aug. 29, 1857·
Sep. 5. 1857·
Sep , 12, 1857"

Sep . 19, 1857·
Sep. 26. 1857·
Oct. 3, 1857·
Oct. 10. 1857. 1

Oct. 17. 1857
Oct. 24. 1857·

Oct. 31, 1857·
Nov . 7. 1857·
Nov . 14. 1857·
Nov. 21. 1857"
Nov. 28. 1857"
Dec. 5, 1857"
Dec. 12, 1857"
Dec. 19. 1857"
Dec. 26. 1857·
Jan. 2. 1858·
J an . 9, 1858"
Jan. 16. 1858·
Jan. 23. 1858"
Jan. 30. 1858·
Feb. 6. 1858·
Feb . 13. 1858
Feb . 20, 1858·
Feb . 27, 1858·
Mar. 6, 1858· H Havre Arago
Mar . 13. 1858 MI Gl asgow New York
Mar. 20, 18582 RBI Inman Kangaroo

I. See Hargest, L etter PC?st Commun,ieat iou , 1 3~, fig ". 85, for cover indicating a trip con ­
tra ct ma y have bee n made with Inman Ime for ma il carnage 10 G. B. by Cit y of Washi71gton
from NYC on Thurs., 15 Oct. 57.

2. Vanderbil t ~ine ) missed lh ree. consecutive ~chedu led ma il sa ili ngs for Bremen 23 Jan .•
20 ~eb . & .20 Mar. :>8. I ~IG made lnp contract wit h Inman for 20 Mar. for Kangaro o to carry
mall ~o LIverpool for sea p ostage. See H argest , pp. 116-17, fig . 73, for cover ind ica ting covers
p repaid at Brem en ra tes were sen t as full y paid in PCM via Eng land o n th is trip .
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Sail ed fr om Serv ice for Serv ice for Servi ce for
ShipN .Y. Great B ritain Bremen Hav re SS Li ne

Mar. 27. 1858- Cd ns .
Apr. 3. 1858· H Havre Ful ton
Ap r. 10. 1858 M1 In man Ci ty of

Baltimore
Ap r. 17. 1858· BI Vanderbilt North Star
Ap r. 24. 1858 ~11 Inman Cit y of

Wash ington
Ma y I , 1858· H Havre Arago
May 8, 1858 1\11 Inman Kangaroo
Ma y 15. 1858· B1 Vanderbil t Ariel
May 22. 1858· M2 Vanderbil t Vanderbilt
~lay 29. 1858· H Havre Fulton
june: 5, 1858 ~11 Inman City of

Washington
June 12. 1858 BI Van derbilt Northe rn Light
June 19, 1858 1\12R Vanderbilt North Star
June 26. 1858 H Havre Arago
July 3. 1858 :'.12 Vanderbilt Vanderbilt
July 10, 1858 BI Vanderbilt Ariel
July 17, 1858 1\11 Inm an Ci ty of

Wash ington
July 24. 1858 H Havre Fu lto n
July 31. 1858 ~[2B Vanderbilt Nort h Star
Aug . 7. 1858 BI Vanderbilt Northe rn Ligh t
Au g. 14, 1858 ~12 Vander bilt Vande rbil t
Au g. 21. 1858 H Havre Arago
Aug. 28. 1858 1\11 Inman City of

Washington
Sep . 4. 1858 BI Vanderbilt Ariel
Sep . II . 1858 M2 Vanderbilt Nor th Star
Sep . 18, 1858 H Havre Fulton
Sep . 25. 1858 ~11 Inman Vigo
Oct. 2, 18583 Bl Vanderbil t Vande rbil t
Oct. 9. 1858 MI Inman Cit y of

Washington
Oct. 16. 1858 H Ha vre Arago
Oct. 23. 1858 MI Inman City of

Baltimore
Oc t. 30, 18584 BI Vande rb ilt Ariel
Nov. 6. 1858 MI Inm an Vigo
Nov. 13, 1858 H Havre Fulton
Nov. 20. 1858 MI Inman Kangaroo
Nov. 27. 1858~ Bldns.
Dec. 4, 1858 Ml Inman Cit y of

Baltimore
Dec. 11, 1858 H Havre Arago
Dec . 18, 1858 M1 Inman City of

Washington
Dec . 25. 1858· Bldns.
Jan . I , 1859 1\11 Inman Kangaroo
J an. 8. 1859 H H avre Fulton
Jan. 15. 1859 1\11 In man City of

Manchester
Jan. 22. 1859- Bldns.
Jan. 29, 1859 ~1l Inman Cit y of

Washington

3. Hargest, p . 118, Table 26. note "a" indicates no mail to Sou thamp ton on 2 Oct. 58
trip of Vand erbilt, but Treasury Auditor's rep ort 21 Dec. 58 shows Vanderbilt ea rned S8.024.56
for mails on round trip 2 Oc t. -15 Nov . T h is amoun t compares wi th earni ngs of other Vande r­
bilt lin e round trip s kn own to ha ve carried ma il to Southampton. This aut hor beli eves Va nder­
bilt carried mail to GB on 2 Oct. This mail was carried while on Brem en serv ice. not for
miscellaneous line on GB service.

4. PMG endorsemen t on T reasury Aud itor 's repo rt 28 Aug. 59 for Vanderbilt sailings
sta tes in pa rt" . . . de d uc t ing th e sum of 346.28 paid by the Brem en Post Office to Belgium
and Prussia for tr ans it postages on mail lor Brem en landed a t H avre by the Ariel in Nove mber.
1858." Wi th 30 Oc t. 58 sail ing of Ariel, Vanderbilt line quit Brem en service and A riel went
only as far as Havr e; next Vanderbilt saili ng was not till 23 Apr. 59. when mail sail ings re­
sumed for Southampton and Havre on ly. . During absence of Vanderbilt sh ips . P1\1G began
using NGL line. serving as Br em en packet s on Brem en service. to carry U.S. mail to Sout ham p ­
ton for sea postage. Firs t suc h sailing 19 Feb. 59.
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Sailed from Serv ice [or Seru ice for Serv ice fo r
N .Y . Great B ritain Brem en H avre SS Line

Feb. 5, 18596 SH for Havre

Feb. 12. 1859 !\II Inman
Feb. 19, 1859 B2 N. G. L.
Feb . 26, 1859 MI Inman
Mar. 5, 1859 H Havre
Mar . 12. 1859 MI Inman

Mar. 19, 1859 B2 N. G. L.
Mar. 26, 1859 1\1 1 Inman

LETTER CODES
I. Gen eral codes:

• Mean s sail ing da te is ta ken fro m th e N ew l' OJ'k T im es.
d ns . Sta nds for "d id not sail: '

II . Codes un der "SERVICE FO R G REAT BRITA IN" :
C "Colli ns lin e" indica tes carriage of mail to Liver p ool bv sh ips of the Coll ins line under

su bsid ized mail cont ract with th e Navy Dep artm ent.
A "Add itional sailing" in dicat es carr iage of mail by Vanderbi lt to Southa m pton and

H avre for sea and in land postage. During the peri od of thi s saili ng list, each of th ese
add itiona l sailings left th e same day as a Coll ins line sh ip.

M I " Miscella neous li ne, fore ign-own ed " indicates carriage of mail to Liverpool. in place
of Collins lin e sh ips , by Glasgow or Inman lin e sh ip s for sea posta ge o nly.

M2 " Miscella neous lin e, American -owne d " indicates carriage of mail to Southampton and
H avre. in pl ace of Cullins line shi ps, by Van derbilt or North Atlantic Steam ship Com ­
pany sh ip s for sea and in land po stage.

l\f2B " Miscellaneou s line, American-o wned. on to Brem en " indica tes carriage of m ail to
Southampt on and H avr e, and possib ly Bremen, in pl ace of Co ll ins line sh ips, by
Van derbilt 's North Star. According to the N ew Yo rk T imes, No rth Sta r saile d for
Bremen. via Southa mp ton and H avre, on 19 June and 31 July 1858.

III . Cod es under "SERVICE FO R BR EMEN":
o "Ocean lin e" indicat es carria ge of mail on thc fin a l su bsid ized contract sai li ng of th e

Ocean line.
BI "Breme n serv ice, Vande rbilt line" ind ica tes carriage of mai l to Southam pton. Havre.

and Brem en by Vaud crb il t lin e shi ps for sea and in land postage.
RBI " Rep laced sa iling fo r Bremen service. Vauder bil t lin e" indicat es carriage of mail by

Kan garoo to Liverpool for sea pos tage in place of Vande rbi lt . See Footnote 2 for further
am pli fica tion. . " . . . .

B2 "Bremen service , No r th Ger man Lloyd Iin e indica tes carria ge of U.S. mall to
Southampton for sea postage by North German Lloyd li ne sh ips .\~hil~ on th eir wa y
to Bremen with th e Bremen mai l. Sec Footuot e 40 for fu r ther amp lifica tion.

RB2 "Repl aced sailing for Bremen service, North German Lloyd line" in d icates carriage of
mail by Inman lin e sh ips to Liverp ool in pl ace of th e dam aged B remen for sea post ­
age. See Footnote 9 for further am p lifica tion.

IV. Codes u nder "SERVICE FO R HAVR E" :
H "H avre lin e" indicates carriage of mai l to Sou tham p ton and H avre by Havre line

sh ips for sea and inl an d postage.
SH "Su bst itu ted sa iling for H avre lin e" indi cat es the Cunard lin er E t na carried mail to

Sout hamp ton and H avre for sea postage in pl ace of th e dam aged A rago. See Footnote 5
for further am plification .

RH " Re placed sa iling for H avre line " indica tes th a t Cit y of M anch ester carried mail to
Liv er po ol in place of Fulton, See Footnote 7 for fu rt her amp li fica tio n .

Sh ip
Etna
(Cu narder)
Kangaroo
New York
Lebanon
Fulton
City of
Baltimore
Bremen
City of
Washington

Ap r. 2, 1859 H Havre Arago
Ap r . 9. 1859 ~I J Inman Kangaroo
Ap r . 16, 1859 B2 N . G. L. New York
Ap r . 23, 1859 ,,12 Vanderbilt Vanderbilt.
Apr. 3D, 1859 H Havre Fulton
May 7, 1859 1\12 Vanderbilt Ariel
May 14, 1859 B2 N. G. 1... Bremen
May 21. 1859 M2 Vanderbilt Ocean Queen
Ma y 28. 1859 H Havre Arago
June 4. 1859 1\12 Vande rbil t Vander bil t
June 11, 1859 B2 N. G. L. New York
June 18, 1859 M2 Vanderbilt Ariel
June 25. 1859 H Havre Fu lton

5. Cli fford Fr iend ch ecked New York T imes to ver ify Treasury Audit or's 25 Mar. 59 re o
~ort ~howing . Cu~a.rder Et ~a replaced A rago on 5 :Feb . 59 sa ili ng. He fou nd the A rago 's dif.
ficu lries and in abilit y to sa il reported on 40 Feb. (Fri) and th e Etn a's early Su nday departure
(t? call a t H avre) annou nced 7 Feb. (Mon) . Friend sta tes, "There is no qu esti on in my
mind now that th e mail s wh ich sho uld have been carrie d ou t by A rago were put on board
the Cunard er Et na on Satu rday, 5 Feb ru ar y 1859. and were taken to Fra nce. "
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Hdns.
H Havre

RB2

H

B2

H

RB2

H

B2

H

RB2

H

Serv ice fo r Service for
B rem ell H av re

B2

H

B2

H

B2

H

B2

RH

Sail ed [ro m Sen/ice for
N. Y . Gr eat BI'itai"

July 2, 1859 M2
July 9, 1859

1\12July 16, 1859
July 23, 1859
July 30. 1859 1\12
Aug. 6, 1859
Aug. 13, 1859 M2
Aug. 20. 1859
Aug. 27, 1859 M2
Sep. 3, 1859
Sep . 10, 1859 1\12
Sep . 17, 1869
Sep. 24, 18596 M2
Oct. I, 1859
Oc t. 8, 1859 1\12
Oct . 15, 18597

Oct. 22. 1859 MI

Oct. 29, 1859
No v. 5, 1859 M:!
Nov. 12, 1859
Nov. 19, 1859 M2
Nov . 26, 1859
Dec. 3. 1859 MI
Dec. 10. 1859·8
Dec. 17, 1859
Dec . 24, 1859 M2dns.
Dec. 31. 18599
J an. 7, 1860
J an . 14, 1860 MI
Jan. 21, 1860
Jan. 28, 1860 MI
Feb . 4, 1860
Feb. II. 1860 MI

Feb . 18, 1860

Feb . 25. 1860 MI
Mar. 3, 1860
Mar. 10, 1860 MI
Mar. 17, 1860
Mar. 24, 1860 1\12
Mar. 31. 1860
Apr. 7, 1860 M2
Apr. 14. 1860
Ap r. 21. 1860· MI
Apr. 28, 1860
May 5, 1860 M2
May 12, 1860·
May 19, 1860 M2
May 26. 1860
June 2, 1860· M2
June 9, 1860·
June 16, 1860· M2
June 23, 1860·
June 30, 1860· M2

B2

B2

B2

B2

H

H

H

SS L ine
Vanderbil t
N. G. L.
Van derbilt
Havre
Vand er bil t
N. G. L .
Vanderbilt
H avre
Vanderbilt
N. G. L .
Vanderbil t
H avre
Vande rbilt
N. G. L.
Vanderbil t
Inman

Inman

N. G. L.
Vanderbilt
H avre
Vanderbilt
N. G. L.
Inman

N. G. L.
H avre
In man
N.G. L.
In man
H avre
Inman

Inman

Inman
Ha vre
In man
N. G. L.
Vanderbilt
Havre
Vanderbilt
N. Atl. SS. Co .
Inman
H avre
Vanderbilt
N. G. L.
Vanderbilt
H avre
N. Atl. SS. Co.
Inman
Vanderbilt
Havre
Vanderbilt

Ship
Ocean Queen
Bremen
Vanderbilt
Arago
Ariel
New York
Ocean Queen
Ful ton
Vanderb il t
Bremen
Arie l
Arago
Ocean Queen
Ne w York
Vanderbilt
City of
Manchester
City of
Washington
Bremen
Ocean Queen
Ara go
Vanderbilt
New York
Vigo

Fulton

Bremen
Arago
Kangaroo
New York
Edinburgh
Ful ton
City of
Baltimore
Cit y of
Wa sh ington
Kangaroo
Arago
Edinburgh
New York
Vanderbilt
Fulton
Illinois
Adriatic
Edinburgh
Arago
Vanderbilt
New York
Ill inois
Fulton
Adriatic
Glasgow
Vanderbilt
Arago
Illinois

6. Treasury Auditor's report 5 Jan. 60 lists 26 Sep . 59 (Mon) sail ing of Oceall Qu een . All
other sa ili ngs in this period occurr ed on Saturda y. Mr. Fri end sta tes New Yo rk T im es shows
Ocean Qu ee ll departing Sat. 24 Sep . T . A. probabl y wrot e "26" in error .

7. Per N Y T im es, Fulton was schedu led to sail 15 Oct. 59 (norm al eight week interval) .
Again per T im es, Fu lton did not sa il for reasons unknown, though mechanical fail ur e is sus­
pected . Ci ty of M at/ch ester, surely rep lacing Fu lton, took mail to Liverp ool on thi s dat e.

8. T . A.'s report s in au thor 's possession show no mail saili ng on Sat. 10 Dec. 59, Fulton's
norm al sa ili ng dat e. She apparently did not sa il because of same problem that preven ted 15
Oct . sailing. Inman Cit y of M an ch est er (per Friend from N Y T im es) sailed for Glasgow on
10 Dec., bu t is not listed as carrying mail. Bot h Friend and I beli eve she did not carry mail.
but note th e sailing for ref er ence.

9. B rem en, from NY 31 Dec. 59, broke a shaft on way to Bremen and d id not arrive back
a t NY until 25 Jul. 60. PMG made trip cont racts wit h Inm an for its ships to carry mail to
Liverpool for sea postage. T hese sailings were mad e on B rem en 's normal mail da tes from NY
(18 Feb .• 14 Apr.• 9 Jun. 60) . I do not kn ow whether an y Bremen ma il was sen t in PCM via
Eng. on these tr ips.
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THE COVER CORNER

SUSAN M. McDONALD, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 96
Figure 1 shows the first problem cover from Chronicle 96, an envelope

showing a total of 16¢ paid. This is quite a mystery, and only two readers ven­
tured opinions.

Figure 1. Cover from Cuba to Canada, via the U.S., 18S9.

Theron Wierenga writes :
This cover sho ws th e 15¢ rate to Cana da for di stances over 3.000 miles. T h is rate

became effect ive Apr il 6. 1851. T he sender most likely had no I ~ sta m ps and so over ­
paid th e ra te by I¢ by using the 3¢ stamps.

Although this 15¢ rate is usu ally seen on covers from th e Pacific coast , it al so ap­
plied to cover s th at were carried out of Cuba by U.S. ste am ships. These steamship
routes were con sider ed post roads by th e POD and th e dis tance was measured along
th e en tire rou te from Cuba.

The cover no doubt or iginated in Cuba. The manuscript via Charleston leads me
to believe tha t th e letter was carried by th e steamer Isabel. although it is po ssible that
one of th e regular Californ ia steamers dropped it off at Savanna h . T he small straigh t­
line H AVANA was applied at Savannah. Savannah had at lea st three different varie ties
of this ma rking. th eir size onl y diffe ring by a few mm. T he earlie st date I record is
13 J anuary. 1850. and this exa mp le is the la test I ha ve seen .

The adv ertising mark ing I can onl y assume is of Canadian or igin.
Susan McDonald believes that a 10¢ rate should have applied between

Cuba and the U.S. (Michael Laurence agrees), and that an addit ional lOti
should have been paid for the U.S. to Canada portion of the cover's trip. The
rate from the U.S. to Canada was not lowered to 6¢ until April 1, 1868 for pre­
paid letters. Our problem cover was mailed in July of 1859. During this era
many letters were carri ed between the U.S. and Cuba for the well-known 1O¢
rate, either du e or paid with lO¢ in U.S. adhesives. A group of attractive covers
with 10¢ '69 stamps on envelopes to Cuba recently cam e on the market , and
covers with the 1O¢ '57 stamp are not rare. Ho wever , the use of th e 3¢ '57
stamp is very rare, and had previously been reported only from St. Thomas.
This envelope was undoubtedly put into the mails at Havana with the adhesives
already on it. It either entered the U.S. postal system there, or was given to a
non-contract steam er, probably the former. Whoever mailed it apparently be­
lieved that 16¢ would be sufficient to prepa y the postage to Canada, so perhaps
Theron's explanation is exactly correct. Oth er covers showing a 15¢ rate could
substantiate this, but they are not at hand .
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Your Editor stu dies and collects mail to and from the Caribbean area and
is especially interested in covers prepaid with adhesives, and has never seen
one similar to this problem cover. Perhaps some other readers can write in
wi th copies of examples.

Figure 2 shows the second problem cover from the last issue. Over a
dozen readers were familiar with this old fake and they wrote or phoned with
comments correctly identifying the errors by the faker who started with an un ­
used genuine Union patriotic. He then added a previously used (note the pen
cancellation) 3¢ '57 and tied it with a faked Staunton cds. Finally the addressee
was added, with a fountain pen, and not with the iron nutgall or logwood inks
used before 1867 when nigrosine ink was first produced. The whole production
is so blatant that the sub tle question of a late use of the demonetized stamp is
not even applicable. This same cds is seen on faked Confederate covers, dated
March 18, 1864. It was first writ ten up by August Dietz in The Confederate
Bulletin # 5 of May 1942.

v ·'·

?IJiM~:Jj7
~d""«

Figure 2. Union patriotic cover from Staunton, Va.,-a complete fake.

That our present readers know it is a fake is a tribute to their studying
older literature and periodicals. Dietz called faking "a festerin g sore on the
body philatelic" and urg ed full publicity of spurious items and their creators.
His sta ted motto was "F ight the fakers" and he looked forward to the day
when a burnt collector would mark an item as counterfeit and not return it
to the marketplace. He would have been dismayed to see in fine European
collections, as your Editor did at Amphilex and earlier trips, some of the Con­
federat e fakes th at were a plague in America a decade ago. A suitable reposi-
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We special ize in covers of the world . We have a comprehensive stock of
Confederate cove rs. In United Sta tes , we stock Trans -Atlantic, Registered,
Special Delivery and other special usages. We usuall y have a few Terri­
to ria ls and Westerns, and we are strong in Hawa ii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South N.plel, Florid. 33940

Tel. (813) 262·6226
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tory for fakes might stop the migra tions of some of them. Future articles will
include fakes, and if a reader has one he believes would be instructive to his
fellow collectors, he should send it to your Editor.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

Figure 3. Cover from Boslon 10 C. lcull . , Ind i. , 1862.

Figures 3 and 3a show the front and back of the next problem cover, sent
from the U.S. to Calcutta, India, via London. The U.S. adhesives are the 1¢,
3¢, 5¢ buff, and 12¢ of the 1861 issue. The markings are all clearly legible ex­
cept the one tying 3¢ stamp. What is strange about this cover and what is th e
explanation?

Figur e 3• . Reve..e of cover in Figure 3.

Figure 4 shows a problem cover from the Civil Wa r period. It bears a pair
of T-E-N stamps, C.S.A. #9, and the cds is Griffin , Ga., in black with a date
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Figure 4. Cover from Griffin , GI ., with plir of Confederlte T·E·N ""mps.

of Nov. 7. What is the problem with th is cover?
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA­

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
72 C
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction. Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.o. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
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HARMERS
In ternational

WHEN BUILDING YOUR

STAMP COLLECTION • • •

GO TO THE SOURCE.

For those great rarities, .and those not so great rarities ,
you have to find a source where the material is available at
going market prices. A source w here over 45,000 lots are
sold for over $10,000,000.00 every year.

Be it United States, British Commonwealth , Europe,
Africa , Asia , South America , or whatever... .

HARMERS International is the source!

Get in on the source. Get on the mailing list of the
New York House by requesting the catalogue application
fo rm.

Write to:

HARMERS OF NEW YORK, INC.
formerly H. R. Harmer, Inc.

6 West 48th Street, New York, N.Y. 10036
(212) 757-4460

New York· San Francisco · tenden » Sydney
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