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AMERICA'S PREMIER AUCTION HOUSE
Announces the sale this season of

THE W. PARSONS TODD COLLECTION PARTS II & III,
UNITED STATES & U.S. POSSESSIONS

THE J. DAVID BAKER AWARD·WINNING COLLECTION
OF CLASSIC U.S. POSTAL HISTORY

THE DE WASSERMAN POSTAL HISTORY COLLECTION

A PORTION OF THE "GENERAL BEAUREGARD" CONFEDERATE
POSTAL HISTORY COLLECTION

THE MARGARET WUNSCH AWARD·WINNING SPECIALIZED
COLLECTION OF THE 1869 PICTORIAL ISSUE

THE TRACY W. SIMPSON SPECIALIZED COLLECTION
OF THE 3¢ 1851·1857 ISSUES

ANNUAL "RARITIES OF THE WORLD," OVER A
MILLION DOLLARS VALUE

To the Buyer: If you are not getting our catalogs (over 20 a year),
you may be missing those elusive special items you need to
expand your collection . Annual subscript ion $7.50 with prices
realized.

To the Seller: While we are honored to sell well-known collections
we cannot maintain our premier position without the support
of our many other consignors. Whether your stamps are
worth $500 or $5,000,000, give them the consideration
they deserve by selling through America's number one firm.
Immediate cash advances at no charge. Information brochure
on request .

120 EAST 56th STREET

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
ESTABLISHED 48 YEARS

TEL. (212) 753-6421



THE SPECIALIST COLLECTOR
will usually find something of interest in our auctions held in

Basle • Bermuda - Bournemouth • Geneva· Johannesburg. London

A subscription rate card for all our auctions will gladly be supplied , also
our brochure detailing our service:

SELLING YOUR STAMPS

If your collecting interests are limited to not more than three countries,
you may be interested in our :

BUSY BUYERS SERVICE

which is especially designed for collectors who do not need to see the
full range of our catalogues.

Details from: Mrs. Linda Gulliver, The Auction House,
39 Poole Hill, Bournemouth BH2 5PX, England .

POSTAL HISTORY

REVENUE STAMPS

and the CLASSICS are regularly
featured

Suitable collections, single rarities, specialised studies, bulk accumulat ions ,
wholesale lots, postal history or revenue stamps and documents can always
be accepted for inclusion in an appropriate sale.

WE SELL YOUR STAMPS WHERE THEY SELL BEST

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
50 PALL MALL, LONDON, SW1Y 5JZ, ENGLAND

Cables : "Stamps London SW1" Telex: 915 410

V.A.T. No. 239/4486/31 The

Collectors send ing property fo r sale can avoid British Value Added Tax complications by
includ ing the V.A.T. number on the ou tside of the package. If sending by freight (air
or surface) please secure appropriate labels from us before despatch .
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Install ment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SS Beacon Street
Boston, Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
USPCS

THE CHRONICLE. published quarterly In Feb., May, Aug.• and Nov . by the U. S . Philateli c Clas sics
Soc iety . Inc., at 2030 Glenmont Ave.• N. W.• Canton. Oh io 44708. Second class postage paid a t Canton.
Ohio 44711 and addit ional mailing office . SUbscription price $14.00. P rinte d In U.S.A.
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John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1522 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone !< dD~

(202) 638·5658 ~ \lr[;J

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auct ion. Our fee is a modest 20%
commission and there are no oth er charg es.

Liberal, interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D. C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection
."IIlIll!lll"'IIIIIl!l!!",IIIII" Four Dollar

Columbian .
Never hinged.
Cat. $1150.

Sold at Kaufmann's
Auction for a record
breaking price of
$3750.

No. 103, 1875
Re-issue.
Cat. $1150.
Sold for $1900.

No. 2, Positi on
R68l. Faint
pen cance l.
Sold for $900.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 - 424-9519
Some Other
Realizations:
No. 271, 6f Dull Brown . NH Cat $20. Sold $110,
No. 296, Plate Block , NH Cat . $1000, Sold $2000.
No, 330, 5f Jamestown, NH Cat. $50, So ld $170.
No. 401, l it Pan Paci fi c, NH Cat $9.50, Sold $110.
No. 446. 4~ Line Pair , NH Cat $350. Sold $750.
No. 476. 20«, Ultra, NH Cat $70. Sold $200.
No. 403. Plate Block . . . . Cat. $2500. Sold $4000.

We will sell at Auct ion or buy outright
your quality U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on out right
purchases.

If your holdings are exceptionally
valuable, our appraiser can visit you
in your home.

NO. 1 Unused
Cat. $700.
Sold for $1600.

~--------------------,I
I have the following material that I would like Clip this coupon and mail it to us. We will contact . I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descrip tion : I
I II ca talog (or est imated) valu e: $ I
I Nam e Addr ess I
I City State Zip Te lephone I
~--------------------~
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INTEGRITY
costs you no more

- and it's nice
to know it's there.

WOLFFERS, tobesure.

U.S.#121b, 1869, 30¢ flags inverted,
used- one of finest examples known.

REALIZED $29,000 IN FEB. '78 SALE

Catalog 3 weeks bef ore sales.
BY MAI L : Send name , address and $1.

1{!f:l!~!1£o~~f!'!!!n~rNC
127KearnyStreet, SanFrancisco, California 94108· (415) 781-5127

#591
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
This issue should reach you shortly before the opening of the international
stamp exhib ition at Toronto-Capex 78. The U.S. Philatelic Classics Society is
holding its annual meeting there Jun e 11 in conjunction with Capex. Many
Class ics members will be in attendance and a large number will have material
on exhibit. It will be a fine opportunity to observe some splendid collections and
to renew friendships with oth er philatelists.

In honor of the occasion the Chronicle staff has tried to assemble articles
and information with a Canadian connection for inclusion in this issue. Nearly
every section has material with some relationship to Canada. In the pre-stamp
and stampless period Kenneth de Lisle discusses two puzzling cross border
covers by way of Champlain, N.Y. Creighton Hart reviews some out-of-the
ordinary practices occurring on 1847 covers to and from Canada and includes a
valuable list of references on the same subj ect , especially articles which have
appeared in earlier Chronicles.

Rates to Canada in effect during 1851-61 are illustrated in that section by
a group of interesting covers with 1851-57 stamps. Two unusual subjects are
featured by Richard Graham in the 1861-69 period: covers mail ed home by
Canadians serving with U.S. forces in the Civil War and a court case in Canada
to decide ownership of a larg e number of U.S. 1861 stamps seized by the Con
federate raider Florida .

Covers to and from Canada bearing the 10d 1869 are discussed in an in
formative and entertaining article by Michael Laurence. Charles Towle has
researched and analyzed a baffling cover with Canadian stamps and a U.S.
RR postmark in an account with detailed background information. The Foreign
Mails section includes an article outlining th e arrangements by which Canadian
transatlantic mails were transported via the United States.

In addition to th e features with Canadian associations, several other items
deserve special mention. The second part of Philip Wall's excellent series on
the 5¢ New York app ears in the guest section. Th e pre-stamp and stampless
period presents an important article by Dale Pulver on U.S. military mail in the
Mexican War and the associated markings-a subject that has rec eived little
previous attention. This article concerns the northern campaign; a second on
the southern campaign will appear lat er.

The 5¢ orange brown of 1861 is the subject of a study by Richard Searing;
a census of known covers is included . Also appearing in the 1851-61 section is a
tabulation by Steven Rosen of multiples of the Type II and Type IV 1¢ stamp of
1851-61. The many attractions and fascinations of collecting the 3¢ green of 1870
82 are explor ed by Maury Waud in the Bank Note period. Th e February problem
covers provoked considerable respons e and Scott Gallagher presents two new
challenges to readers' knowled ge in the Cover Comer.

The extra material saluting Cap ex has crowded out some features intended
for this issue, such as a fine transatlantic mail article by George E. Hargest and
the conclusion of Bert Christian's discussion of 1867 grills. Even so, this issue is
four pages in excess of the usual allotm ent. I hop e the guardian of the exchequer
will not exact too stem a punishment for this budgetary indiscretion on my part.
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GUEST PRIVILEGE
AN UP-TO·DATE CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR THE INITIALS
USED TO VALIDATE THE NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS

PHILIP T. WALL

After Postmaster Morris appa rently decided it was necessary to initial or
valida te the stamps issued by him in order to show they were authentic stamps,
several persons in the Post Office in addition to the Postmaster initialed stamps
from time to time. Man y types of these initials are most distinctive and may
easily be classified into different types.

Mr. O. S. Hart of Cleveland was one of the first specialists to extensively
study the 5¢ New York stamp. He grouped his stamps into many categories in
cluding the various types of initials. At the time he decided to sell his collection
in 1913 he had amass ed some 400 copies . This collection was sold by the Nassau
Stamp Company on October 2, 1913, and that portion of the introductory page
classifying the initials is reproduced as Diagram I.

• )i;fJ;JtIJ;4 AtPJ, -I-4/h /r( Jk

'rype UI--\V. C. R j i;ll .!.!;l' i :..;t

'J'ype IV-l\Ian ~i;llla firons on .

Type I. Type II.

Type I-R. H. Morris,
'I'ype II-A. C. Monson,

'I'ypo. HI. 'l'YJ) (> IV.

DIIgrim ,

This method of classifying the initials was used until 1936. In that year
Paul MacGuffin of Libertyville, Illinois , (with the assistance of Stanley B. Ash
brook) wrote the lead article in the May issue of the American Philatelist. His
exhaustive article is the finest ever written on the 5¢ New York stamp and in
cludes detail plating data. At the top of page 375 he diagram ed the various types
of initials and this section of his article is reproduced in Diagram II .

A comparison of the MacGuffin types of initia ls with those of Mr. Hart
will show that MacGuffin has separated into two distinctive types those that
Mr. Hart grouped together as Type 2.

@ @

~ ~i #~ )/?h®
~ .. yo ~AIlJ ~"Yo~
~ 27 ~ : 15 ~

AUG""'" ~ AUG0" c,\C:;. J6~"r:.:,· ®
~~t MM 2.9~ "' ....

®
DIIgrim II (By permitsIon of "Th. Am.rlcln Philitel...,,) .

Although the pair of stamps on the cover front and the single stamp on
full cover with the stamps initialed "MMJr" had been discovered in 1934 and
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their finding widely reported in the philatelic press, MacG uffin made no men
tion of thi s fact. He did repeat John Luffs story that Postmaster Morri s was sup
posed to have initia led two shee ts of stamps, one from top to bottom and the
oth er from bottom to top bu t made no distinction between the relative rarity
of the two types of "RHM" initials. Th e MacCuffin classificat ion system of
initials has continued to be used since the art icle was written some 42 years ago.

Figure 1. Unique pair on cover fron' initialed "MMJr."

An up-to-date method of classifying the valida ting initi als is long overdue
and I propose the following system which is for the most part in the order of
their rarity.

Type I-MMJr.-Figure 1.
Type II -A-RHM initi al bottom to top -Figure 2.
Type II B-RHM initi al top to bottom-Figure 3.
Type Ill-A-A.C.M. (with per iods after eac h letter and an additional roll

on the forward curve at the beginning of the letter C).-Figure 4.
Type III-B-A.C.M. (periods after each letter)-Figure 5.
Type IV-AM C (first two letters joined with the M separated)- Figure 6.
Type V-ACM (all letters joined)-Figure 7.

f .~
' ~

Figure 2. RHM pair Initialed bottom to
top.

Figure 3. RHM copy i"i1iared
top to bottom.

Figure 4. A.C.M. (with periods)
having a forward roll or curve
al the beginning of Ihe letter C.

Briefly stated in summary, I consider the rarity and desirability of the stamps
with the various type initi als to be in the following order:

Type I-One pair on cover front and one single on full cover.
Type II -A- Two copies in a reconstructed hor izontal pair.
Type II -B-One unused copy, 17 used off cover copies including one re

constructed ver tical pair , and 1.'3 cop ies on cover.
Type Ill-A-At least 50 copies.
Type III-B-At least 50 copies and probably twice this number .
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Figure 5. A.C.M. (with p.riod.
ofte. elch le".r).

Figure 6. AC M (first two I."...
(oln.d with the M .",,","ted).

Figure 7. ACM (.11 I.tter. joined) .

Type IV-Fairly common.
Type V-The most common type.
Type III-B is the typ e most often overlooked as qu ite often the periods

after the initials are very faint and at first glance this type appears to be Type IV.
I have been unable to locate even one unused copy of Type III-B that has
four margins and is 100 percent sound whereas I have records of three unused
copies of Type III-A that have all four margins and are without any defects.

There are many subtypes of both Type IV and Type V, and earlier writers
have often tried to distinguish between them. In my opini on these minute dif
ferences are no greater than would be the case if any of us wrote our own
initia ls 40 times in small spaces in a matter of a minute or two , and therefore
are not worthy of separate listings.

All of the stamps except one of which J have a record are initialed with
magenta ink. In the November 26, 1921, issue of Mekeel's W eekly Stamp News,
Ernest R. Jacobs reporte d a 5¢ New York cover with the town postmark covering
the stamp which also has 3 pen strokes in black. The inscription "ACM" is in
black rather than in magenta. Mr. Jacobs' theory was that the stamp was un 
signed when the letter was deposited in the Post Office and upon noticing this
the clerk initialed the stamp with the same pen which he was using in the
process of cancelling the stamps in the routine handling of the mail.
Next : "RHM" covers used to New York City.
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Texas covers and collateral
items, from sta mpless pe r iod to 1920's.
Charles Deaton, Box 12814, Austin, Tex.
78711.

GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
them an d can us e most anything-also
need ad cove rs . Please send priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W. 43 Ln .,
Miami, Fla., 33165.

WANT # 65 on cover from west of Mis 
sissi ppi Rive r , good condition . Send priced.
H. F ine, 4652 Dolphin, Mesa , AZ 85206.

STEAMBOAT covers to trade (manuscr ipt
and handstamped) . Would like to buy
Bills of Lading and College Covers. H. L.
Hill, 631-F Hampton Wa y, Jackson, Miss .
39211.

P OSTAL HISTORY items to sell: Cate
gories include stampless (some ship), gen 
eral issues, and ad-expo covers. Please
send inquiries to Brad Sheff, P.O. Box
24044, Tampa, FL 33623.

WANTED: U.S. #65. Mint singles. pairs
blocks, etc. Abe Boyarsky, 14740 Tacuba,
La Mirada, Cal. 90638. Please send priced.

WANTED: U.S. #68 on foreign mail
covers, fancy cancels, blocks, or other
multiples. Ken Gilbart, 2692 Comstock
Cir. , Belmont, CA 94002.

U.S . POSTAL HI STORY, Fancy canc els
and choi ce classic stamps are featured in
my Net Price Sale 6. Hundreds of photos,
a few in full color. Price $2 sent by first
class mail. Also Sale 5 is still available for
$2. Both ca talogs offer a wide selection of
all typ es of covers. Steven Hines, Box
229, Oak Lawn, IL 60453.

YOUR AD HERE FOR

50c a line. Send w ith payment
to Dale R. Pulve r, 28 411 Knicker
bocker Rd ., Bay Village, Ohio
44140. Next Deadline Ju ne 15.
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• Condition cla ssifica tions of markings a nd cov ers.
• Independent Mail Se rvice Listings: East ern and

West ern Express Company Ma rkings, City Deliv
ery and Local Post Mar kings , Hot el Hand
stamped Mar king s.

• Inla nd Wat erwa y Mail Mar kings: Stea mboat and
S tea m markings, Pac ketboa t markings app lied
on Stea mboats, Rout e Agent Mark ings.

• Ocean Mail S hip Markings : S hip, Stea mship,
Mail Route, Purs er' s and Forwarders Mark ings.

• Officia l U.S . Exchange Mark ings on British
North American Mail.

• An O utline of American
Colonia l Postal Histo ry:

• Post age ra tes: 1692-1863.
• For t and Ca m p Listings .

• Free Fra nk Ma il.
• Terriloria l and Statehood

Effectiv e Dates.
• The Express Mail of

1836-39 and 1845.
• Rail ro ad Postm a rks
• Way Ma il Mark ings.

The new 1978 ed ition of the AMERICAN STAMPLESS COVER CATA LOG is the
first co mpletely revised, retypeset , and repriced edition of the cata log in seven yea rs
and includes more than 100 0 new listings.

All books are hard cover, 7" x 10" form at , printed on high qu ality book pa pe r and con
ta in more tha n 25 0 pages. Binding is sewn for heavy duty service.

REGULAR EDITION : $30.00 per co py, postpaid.

DELUXE EDITION: Limited to 300 co pies, numbered on the press. Sp ecially bound.
goldstamped a nd slip cased. $50.00 pe r co py, postpaid.

Bankamer icar d/ VISA or Master Charge Accepted .

Editor Emeritus: E. N. Sa mpso n
Edito r . . Ben jam in Wishnietsky
Co-Editor . Hubert C. Skinner

With the cooperation of mo re than 100 contributors and section editors.

The AMERICAN STAMPLESS CO VER CATALOG lists and prices more than 20.000
handstamped and man uscript postal markings on stam pless cove rs of the United States
from the 1700s to the mid 1800s. Listings by sta tes beg in with the Colonia l and Terri·
torial periods. and also include Confede rate States of America han dsta mped paid
markings and British North America stra ight line and oval townmarks. Over 1000
markings and entire co vers are illustrated. Sp ecial Sect ions Include:

o DAVID G.P'HILLIPS Publishing co,Inc. A
G~~ Publisher oj AMERICAN STAMPLESS·COVER CATALOG £

P.O. Box 611388 North Miami,Florida 33161 Phone:(30S)89S·0470
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THE PRESTAMP AND

STAMPLESS PERIOD
KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
CHAMPLAIN, N.Y.-AN UNOFFICIAL U.S. EXCHANGE OFFICE?
KENNETH R. DE LISLE

Except for the time of the American Revolution and for a brief period dur
ing the War of 1812, mail between the United States and Canada has been
freely exchanged. Letters exist which travelled the historic Lake Champlain-Lake
George-Hudson River route to Albany and on to New York in Coloni al days. A
folded letter shee t originating in Quebec and addresse d to Philadelphia, bearin g
both the Albany and New York rate endorsements (1761), is shown in The
Posted Letter in Colonial and Revolutionary America 1628-1790.1 That a regu
lar mail existed along this conduit in the 18th century is demonstrated by a 1765
tabl e of postage rates "... in the Northern District of North America . . ." on
which the fees between New York, Albany, Montreal, Three Rivers and Quebec
are set forth."

Shortly aft er the resumption of relations with the British provinces and the
establishment of th e Post Office Department under Federal authority, Burling
ton, Vt., was made the exchange office for mails between the United States and
Lower Canada. At a later date Swanton, Vt., replaced Burlington. High Gate,
Derby Line, and Albu rg in Vermont, Rouses Point and Plat tsburgh in New York
have served as exchange offices. All of these are recorded using official exchange
office handstamp s as required effective April 6, 1851, on mail to the British
North America Provinces.

The illustrated covers do not conform with the usual cross border mail
seen in the respective time periods. Both went through Champlain , N.Y., which
is not found as an exchange office in the PL &R available to us. The Postmaster
General's written instructions to the post offices west of Lake Champlain re
quired them to make up a sepa rate mail for Vermont", letters to Canada pre
sumably went to Burlington or to Swant on at a later date. For a time in 1809
1811, aft er the establishment of the Swanton office, a peculiar arrangement ex
isted. Mails from Canada would be dropped at the Swanton office and picked
up there by the mail contractor for carriage to Burlington . On his next trip from
Burlington to Swanton he would pick up the locked Canada mail and drop it
in Swanton for the Canada carrier. The postmaster at Swanton complained to
PMG Granger that the patrons of his office were not well served if, for instance ,
a Canadi an letter addressed to Swan ton had to go to Burlington in the locked
mail , then back up to Swanton where it had been left some days previously
by the Canada mail.4

Figure 1 shows a folded letter written in LaColle (now the Province of
Quebec) with the April 4 (1827) frank of Henry Hoyle, P.M. The United States
mark ings are ms. Champlain April 4th and 10, the proper charge from Cham
plain to Peru , N.Y., a distance of about 30 miles by today's roads, probably some
what longer in 1827. No other markings are struck or written, yet, to conform to
the postal regulations in effect at the time, this letter should have entered the
United States mails on the east side of Lake Champlain. No Canadian postage
would be required, the postmaster at LaColle had free franking. It is quite ap
parent this letter did not go th rough the official exchange office at Swanton, Vt.

1. Alex. L. tel' Braake et al ., T he Post ed L ett er in Colonial and Rev olutiona ry America 1628·
1790 (Sta te College l' a .: American Phila tel ic R esearch Li hrary, 1975) p . 1'-3.

2. Ibid., p . D·50.
3. Na tiona l Archives Microfilm P ublica tion 601, Letters Sent by the Postmaster Gen eral

1789-1836; Roll 16, p. 17I , 173.
4. Ibid., R oll 16, p . 82.
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Figure 1. Folded let ter from l aColle, l .C., Apri l 4, 1827, to Peru , N.Y., with manuscript postmark of Champl.;n, N.Y.

Susan McDonald has sugges ted that P.M. Hoyle intended it to go through
normal channels, then learn ing someone in LaColle intended to go to Champlain
had it placed in the mail there. He wrote "despatch" which is often the notation
found on letters carried by favor. Mrs. Mcfronald 's suggestion is logical, for
LaColle is less than 10 miles from Champlain and easily reached on horse or
foot withi n the day.

/
I

Figure 2. Champlain, N.Y., Jan . 8, 1850, to Montreal. No U.S. postage ch.rged.

Figure 2 shows a folded letter travelling the opposite direction which is
not so easily explained. It was written in Champ lain and bears the Champl ain ,
N.Y., cds of Jan. 8 (1850). No U.S. postage is marked. The letter is backstamp ed
Montreal L.C . on Jan. 9, 1850. Canadian postage of 4~ (d) is charged. At this
later period there were official exchange offices at Swanton and High Gate, Vt.,
and at Rouses Point , N.Y., only 4 miles from Champlain. Yet no U.S. postage is
noted , as would have been the case had the letter travelled the pr escribed route.

While neith er cover proves the point , there is the possibility that Champlain
had an unofficial , though authorized, arr angement with LaColle to exchange
mails originating in those two offices. It would save some transit time and ob
viate the complaint of patrons who wanted good service. Readers' comments
would be welcomed.
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HANDLING THE U.S. MILITARY MAILS DURING THE WAR
WITH MEXICO: 1846-48

DALE R. PULVER

INTRODUCTION

Few postal historians have written about this very interesting episode in our
American history. In his book , TEXAS-The Drama of Its Postal Past, Alex ter
Braake devotes a portion of his chapter on Military Mail to th e Mexican-Ameri
can Wa r. The late Harry Konwiser wrote an article on the subj ect which ap 
peared in the May, 1933, issue of Th e American Philatelist. However, apart from
these two short surveys we find practically nothing on the postal pr actic es of
that era. No doubt this is partly du e to the scarcity of philatelic material from
the war. Furthermore, it has only been in recent years th at postal history, and
particularly that dealing with the pre-stamp period , has become popular . Finally,
I suspect the extraordinary philatelic interest in our Civil War has contributed
to the neglect of the Mexican War.

Thi s article and one to appea r in a lat er issue of this journa l will examine
in some detail the conveyance of mail to and from th e war zone. Special atten
tion is given to postal markings and when they were used. We will deal first
with the northern camp aign . This is where th e wa r began and represents th e
longest time period during which soldiers' mail was handled by provisional
methods. The later article will cover the invasion of centra l Mexico through
Veracruz and will also discu ss the successful California expedition.

ANTECEDENTS AND HISTORICAL NOTES

To appreciat e and understand th e postal acti vities it is useful to have some
knowledge of the military operations. Th e following paragraphs are only a
synopsis of th e major events in the campaign of the north. Th ose interested in
mor e of th e details are encouraged to consult any of several fine accounts of
the war.

By the spring of 1846 it was quite clear th at the elements necessary for war
were alrea dy in moti on. Disturbances are recorded going back to the 1820s
amongst the citizens residin g in th e border territories of th e two countries.

T HE WAR IN NORTHER.N
MEXICO: '&4G-48
4EN. TAVLOR.:S II'/VA&.ON
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Figure 1. Map of the area of th e North.rn Campaign.
86 Ch ronicle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30, No.2



When Texas was admitted to the Union in Decemb er of 1845, Mexico was very
unhappy and withdrew her diplomatic personn el. There soon arose a bitter
disagre ement between the two nations concerning the southern boundary of
Texas. The Texans insisted it Followed the Rio Grande River, a view stoutly
supported by Was hing ton . Th e Mexicans were equally adamant in their opinion
that the line followed the Nueces River, some considerable distance to the
north. The sketch map shows the territory in dispute as well as locations of
towns and cities wh ich figured prominently in the events about to be described
(F igure 1).

In January 1846, President Polk ord ered General Zachar y Taylor, who was
th en encampe d at Corpus Christi with about 2,000 troops, to move into the dis
puted area and take up a position on the nort h bank of the Rio Grande near its
mouth. The Mexicans, in the meantime, gathered a large military force in the
town of Matamoros on the south bank a few miles west of the Gulf of Mexico.
'With two armi es sta ring at each other on opposite sides of a narrow river
it was not long before open warf are broke out. First blood was shed April 25th
when Mexican forces attacked and defeated an American patr ol under the
comm and of Col. Thornton. News of this incid ent electrified Washington and
led dir ectly to the declaration of war on May 13th. Meanwhil e, Gen. Taylor had
engaged the Mexicans in two separate battles north of the river , on May 8th and
on May 9th. He was successful in both act ions and the Mexicans withdrew across
the river in disarray.
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Figure 2. Two letters from a Mai. H. K. Craig to the ordnance depot at Baton Rouge on armaments matt.,. . The
firsl daled Apr . 17, al Brazos, required 12 days 10 reach New Orleans. The second, dalelined June 18, look bUI six .

On orders from Washington, Taylor crossed the river May 18th and oc
cupied Mat amoros unopposed . The Mexicans, smarting and demoralized from
two successive defeats, had withdrawn to make a defense elsewhere. Once on
Mexican soil, Taylor began plann ing a major thrust into central Mexico. His
object ive was to be Mont err ey, but this woul d require elaborate logistics to
capture and secure a cit y 350 miles from where he was then situated. Taylor
spent the summer of 1846 moving his forces west ward along th e south bank
of the Rio Grande, capturing first Reynosa and then Camarg o. Here he tarried
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long enough to await supplies and reinforcements. He then turned southward,
seized Cerralvo and pushed on to Marin, just north of Monterrey. The attack on
Monterrey began September 20th. After three days of bitter fighting and shrewd
maneuvering, the heavily fortified city fell to the American forces.

Taylor remained in Monterrey for some time. Washington had meanwhile
concluded that the northern invasion would not force Mexico to capitulate and
had picked General Winfield Scott to lead an invasion through Veracruz for
the purpose of taking the Mexican capital. Scott was even authorized to with
draw some of Taylor's troops to assist in the campaign. Taylor, fearing damage to
political aspirations he had so carefully nurtured with military successes, acted
against orders simply to defend territory already occupied and set about to
move still farther south. Saltillo was captured November 16th and Taylor moved
his headquarters to a site just south of this town.

The last important battle fought in the north took place during the spring
of 1847. In March, the Mexican general Santa Anna led a large army north from
San Luis Potosi with intentions of defeating Taylor once and for all. In a pitched
battle near a ranch called Buena Vista on March 22nd and 23rd, the Americans,
numbering about 7,000, again vanquished a Mexican force said to total nearly
20,000. This engagement marked the end of the northern campaign. Santa Anna
fled southward with his shattered army to regroup for the impending invasion
of Veracruz. Taylor's men played a purely occupational role until the armistice
and withdrawal of U.S. troops in 1848.

Figure 3. Leiter is d.telined Pt. lubel, July 25, pusing through provision.1 post oHice three d.ys I.ter. Writer
regrets volunteering and warns his f,iends not '0 enlistl

HANDLING THE MAILS
First, some general comments: practically all covers encountered from this

action are folded letter sheets; envelopes were not yet in widespread use. As
expected, most mail dealt directly or indirectly with the war, as private letters or
official correspondence. Letters to soldiers or officers in the field seem to be
far scarcer than letters from the war zone. The harsh camp life and constant
movement could not have been conductive to the preservation of items not es
sential to survival. One should not expect to find much philatelic material in
pristine condition. The paper available to troops in the field was typically
of poor quality and letters unquestionably suffered from rough handling.

As we shall discuss later, a rather broad assortment of postal markings is
to be found. Manuscript town names were used throughout the war, denoting
the major exchange points as well as transitory or permanent encampments
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wherever mail originated . Eve n when handstamps came into use, manuscript
markings are found together with them.

When T aylor reached the mouth of the Rio Grande, the matter of supplying
his army had to be attended to immediately. Th is was accomplishe d with steam
ships plying between New Orleans and his beachhead at Point Isabel.

During the spring and early summer of 1846, mail was simply handled by
passing it over to stea mship officers who placed it in the U.S. mails upon th eir
return to New Orl eans. Figur e 2 shows two such letters from a field officer in
the war zone written to an ordnance officer at the Baton Roug e depot. The
five cent ra te was proper for the New Orleans-Bato n Rouge distance. During th e
time int erval spanned by these two letters, lat e April to lat e June, 1846, I hav e
found no letters with postal notations applied in th e field . Since the number of
troops active in th e area probabl y did not excee d 3,000, it was relatively simple
to gather up and tr ansfer mail in thi s manner.

Soon, however , th e authorities realized the desirab ility of a local mail
agent and a central location through which letters could clear. The first such
office was establishe d at Point Isabel in lat e June or July of 1846. Figur e 3
shows a letter wri tten at Reynosa Jul y Ll.th which passed through the Point
Isabel office July 28th. All markin gs are handwritten.

Figure 4. WriHen from Taylor's army encamped at Marfn on the eve of assault on Monterrey, this letter took
ten days to reach the coas'. Writer was paymaster attached to U.S. forces and may have se n' enclosures whi ch
pushed rate to 20 cents. (Courtesy of John K. Bash .)

HANDSTAMPS
From my evidence, I conclude th at handstamps were first used in lat e

September, 1846. The ever-increas ing flow of letters from the war zone was
probably th e main factor which prompted th eir use. Two town names account
for the vas t majority of examples we know abou t, Point Isabel and Brazos (Santi
ago), two coastal towns which serve d as the pr incip al stagi ng areas and supply
points for the military activit ies.

In all cases, the form at of th e handstamps consisted of single or doubl e
straightline marks made from print ers type of var ious fonts and sizes. I have
cataloged a total of six different forms of han dstamps used at Point Isabel and
Brazos. Further, my research strongly suggests that each form was used for a
specific period of time and then retired in favor of a new one . I know of no ex
amples of overlapping use of two different postal han dstamps. This is a sig
nificant fact to take into account in the study of military covers from this era.
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29 x 1.5 Sep tember & October, 1846

40 x 2.5 Nov. & Dec., 1846

29 x 2.5 Lat e Dec., 1846-Ma rch 18, 1847

17 x 3 March 31-April 15, 1847

17 x 3 April 16-June 9, 1847

17 x 3 J u ly 6, I847-May, 1848
16 x 3 February, 1848

TABLE I
POSTAL MARKINGS USED DURING THE NORTHERN CAMPAIGN

Town Name
Ty pe Name Size, mm In clusive Dates of Use (approx.)

I. Single PT . ISABEL l
Straight lin e Mo., Day

II . Single P T . ISABEL,
Straight lin e Mo., Day

III . Double P T . ISABEL
Stra ight lin e Mo., Day, Yr.

IV. Double BRASOS
Straigh t line Mo., Day, Yr.

V. Double BRAZOS
Stra ight lin e Mo., Day, Yr.

VI. Double BR AZOS
Stra ight lin e Mo., Day

Vl.a Double BRAZO
Straight line (var.) Mo., Day

Type I

PT ISA.BEL No lIZ

Typo II

PiT. ISA-BEL BRA.oS BRAZOS
FEB. 161847 M€JR 31.'847 MAY2.8.1841

Type III Type IV Type V

BRAZOS BRAWl 10JULY.B. FE 12

Type VI Type Via Rale mlrklng

' '!if, ' ii _ iiiiiiii' iiiJi *~&(*

/

Figure 5. Dockeled Clmp Allen nelr Monlerrey: nine dlys were needld for Iransil 10 PI. Isabel. (Courlesy of
John K. Bash.)
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Tabl e I lists, in chronological order, the six major types of handstamps used
at Pt. Isabe l and Brazos. The dating is based on my knowledge of covers from
several collections and from auction lot descriptions, when these are sufficiently
comp lete. I earnes tly invi te rea ders to send any additional information which
could help establish th e periods of use mor e precisely.

Type I, PT. ISABEL, with an abbreviated da teline beneath th e name, is
interesting since it represents the only use of slan ted , sha ded letters. Th is mark
is show n on th e cover illustrat ed in Figure 4. I know of only one oth er example
which is dated October 4th, and th e marks are rather lightly struc k in both
cases. It shou ld be considered fairly scarce, as th e period of use was short and
th e number of tro ops in the area still not at full strength .

Type II , P'T. ISABEL, uses upright Roman letters, followed by a date in
smaller characters, and is shown in Figure 5. From examples known to me,
its period of use seems to have been limited to November and December, 1846.
The earliest date I have 0 11 th is mark is Novemb er 6th and the latest date is
December 19th.

Type III , Pi. ISABEL, is relatively more common th an Types I and II
and employs upright Roman letters larger than the earli er types. The da teline
is compl ete with month, day and year placed about 2mm. below the name line .
I have seen many examples of this type bet ween Decemb er 29, 1846 and March
18, 1847. The cover in Figure 6 illustrates this typ e.

~
ill

",' ,
I \ )c

"-

Figure 6. Ms. notation upper right indicates entry into provisional mail chan nel s at Matamoros, Dec. 27, 1846 ,
two days pr ior to clearing Pt . Isabel post of fice . (Courtesy of Ohio Historical Society.)

Sometime in March, 1847, the main provis ional post office was moved
from Poin t Isabel to Brazos Island, just opposite Point Isabel. W e can only
surmise the reason for this. Perhaps it was don e to be nearer th e anchorage
points for th e supply steamers from New Orl eans , which usually carried the mails
to and from the war zone .

Again, a straight line handstamp device was used. In the first one used at
this locat ion the town nam e was spelled BRASOS, with a comp lete dateline
underneath. This mark is designated Type IV and is shown on the cover in
Figure 7. The spelling of the town name was incorrect , and by April 16th had
been changed to BRA~OS . Th e earliest da te of record we have for BRASOS
is Mar ch 31, 1847, and I am aware of only two other covers , one dated April 3rd
and the other, April lfl th , Therefore, pos tmarks with the BRASOS spe lling should
be considered quite scarce since its use, at most, cou ld have spanned only two
or three weeks.

The Type V mark, BRAZOS, with comp lete da teline below is seen in
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Figure 7. Written .t Camp T.ylor, ne.r Saltillo , M.rch 7, 1847 . Three weeks in trons it 10 Br••os. Conl.ins vivid,
accurate account of Ba"le of Buena Vista.

Figure 8. It enjoyed a long tenure, from the middle of April through part of
June, 1847.

Starting in July, 1847, the year was omitted from the dateline, making
Type VI, illustr ated in Figure 9. Thi s type was much used and persisted well
into 1848. However, during February of 1848 the letter "S" in BRAZOS either
became so badly worn or out of reg ister with the rest of the lett ers that it
virtually disappeared. Even in well struck postmarks the name appears as
BRAZO', with only a small apostrophe sha ped mark where the "S" should be.
This is listed as a minor variety, Type VIa , since the lett er was restored in
later months. (See Figure 10.) All known examples of the shortened BRAZO'
mark show February da tes.

By Jun e of 1848 the straightline types of Brazos had given way to a double
circle date stamp inscribed BRAZOS S'!' JAGO., actua lly a corru ption of Brazos
Santi ago in abbreviated form. This mark is illustr ated in Nort Sampson's Amer-

Figure 8. Cover enlered m.lls at C.mp Palo Alto , jusl • few miles from Br• •os, near Fort Brow n. Only a day
elapsed before it reached Ihe Brazos P.O. (Co urlesy 01 Jer om e Schw immer.)
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Figure 9. This item is en envelope, not frequently seen during this era. Markings denote postage we. prepaid .

ican Stampless Cover Catalog and will not be shown here. I do not consider it a
wartime provisional marking since its appearance came after the ratification of
the armistice in th e final phases of tro op withdrawal. However, there are many
soldier's letters with it .

Figure 10. Letter showing the Brazos straigh'line with missing fin.1 "S ."

(T o be continued)
HUGH FINLAY'S JOURNAL
Va luable source for Colonial period

$5 .00 Postpaid
(Checks to U.S.P.C.S.)

Richard B. Graham
259 E. Dominion Blvd., Columbus, O. 43214
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 CROSS-BORDER COVERS
CREIGHTON C. HART

A great deal has been learned recentl y about cross-border postal service and
markings. Most of this has been published in a series of articles in the Chronicle
by Susan M. McDonald and myself.

As far as the 1847 stamps are concerned they are found not only on mail
from the U.S. to Canada but also on letters from Canada to the U.S. For both
groups of covers there is a sharp dividing date of April 6, 1851, when the U.S.
Canada postal tre aty was put into effect on very short notice. Additional re
search is needed about the mail and public notices during this important time.

As soon as there is enough additional information about this period and one
or two other postal occurrences, a book on cross border covers is well warranted
by Susan McDonald, the recognized authority on this subject. Once all the in
formation is set forth in one place, the dealers and auction houses will point
out the unu sual features of some covers which up to now have been described
simply as "used to Canada."

McDonald and I so far have list cards, with man y color slides, for 293 '47
covers to Canada including 97 five cent and 1~6 ten cent, and of course there
are others. Fifty-seven of the 5¢ covers have multiples to pay the 1O¢ rate . We
do believe that most (75 percent plus ) are alrea dy listed. Prior to April 6, 1851,
lett ers from the U.S. could be paid only to the border. As is to be expected, most
of the 293 covers pay only this regular domestic rate for letters originating less
than 300 miles at 5¢ and for over 300 miles at 1O¢. However, some of these
letters upon closer examination have more to tell of unusual uses. The purpose of
this article is to review the unusual, odd or even peculiar uses that our members
may find when some of the covers are examined carefully. The special uses re
viewed here are illustrated and explained fully in the references given at the
end of this article.

The Hudson River was an importan t artery to upper New York sta te and
to Canada . Covers postm arked with the circular HUD SON RIV. MAIL , the
blu e TROY & N. YORK STEAM BOAT in a rectangle or the indistinct red two
line STEAM /BOAT are easily recognized as river mail either by contract or
non-contract packet. Not so easily recognized are lett ers with 10¢ in stamps,
postm arked Troy, bu t with only a single Canada rate from the border . These
were also carried on the Hudson River because Troy was less than 300 miles
from the border and 5¢ was the single rate to the border.

The lowest Canada rate from the border was 4Wl in Canadian currency
for distances of 60 miles or less, and this and higher due marks are commonly
seen. When a cover appears with 31 Canada due, it is something special. The
31 rate so far found on two or three covers with 1847 stamps is for ferriage across
Lake Ontario to Kingston .

Lake Ontario is responsib le for a peculiar situation for letters to Upper
Canada or Canada West as it was sometimes called. Lett ers to Upper Canada
were regularly routed via Queenston at the western end of Lak e Ontario, the
closest routing to most of Upper Canada . However, Upper Canada extended
all across the northern edge of Lake Ontar io and a short way east along th e
St. Lawrence River. Lett ers addressed to post offices at the eastern end of
Upper Canada were rated 1l~1 (20¢) if exchanged via Queenston , whereas
adclressors who requ ested a shorter cross border routing to the same post office
(Brockville) via Morristown, N.Y. had those letters delivered without any
Canad a postage due. Peculiar, but true, the reason being that letters exchanged
via Queenston had to backtrack along the northern side of Lake Ontario and
requ ired the 10!!. sterling rate for distances 201 to 300 miles. Th e 1l~1 Canada
curr ency equa led 101 sterling. Letters directed via Morristown went that way and
94 Chronicle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30, No. 2



because Morri stown was the excha nge office opposite Brockville on the St.
Lawrence River , no Canada postage was du e.

Being abl e to differentiat e between letters carri ed in through bags made
up in New York City or elsewhere and letters carr ied in the open mail is subtle
information that is interesting to the postal historian . Boston is less than 300
miles from th e border but several single ra te letters have 1O¢ postage. The dis
tance to the border was so close to 300 miles that some writers apparently put
10¢ postage to be on the safe side. Further research may reveal another reason.

As of April 6, 1851, cross border mail was ra ted from origin in one country
to destination in another. Thi s convenience had been anticipa ted so that it went
into effec t overni ght so to speak. So far I have been unabl e to find any advance
notice to the public, which fact must account for some unusual covers. Me
Donald and I list 17 covers during this period and all of th em have exchange
marking handstamps showing U.S. orig in as required by the treaty regulations
except the earliest three. Two of th ese three show no exohange marking as re
quired by th e agree ment and one from New York has a manu script "U.S." used
before its handstamp was ready (Figure 1).

Figure 1. First day cover , April 6, 1851, of the U.S.·Canada Post al Agreement. The New York "U . States" hand·
stamp was not ready at this early dat e. Six other paid through covers from New York bear McDonald's hand.tamp
exchange marking A.ll, " U. States" in a fancy ribbon . (Photog raph 318 of Ashbrook " Special Service ") .

Seven of the fift y different exchange markings so far recorded are known on
1847 covers and are illustr at ed in McDonald's article "Exchange Markings on
1847 Covers." Most of th e fiftv of cours e were use d at later dates.

The new postal tre aty provid ed that th e whole rate must be either prepaid
or collect, no partial payments were to be accepted . An early, April 27, 1851, cover
with a single 5¢ stamp from Boston was permitted contrary to regulations and
rated an additional 5¢ du e. Thi s letter should have been rated unpaid but in
stead the U.S. 5¢ du e was converted to 3Q Canada so that th e two countries
divided the cross border rate. The pr epaid 10¢ rate should eithe r all have been
paid in the U.S. or all of the unpaid ra te of 6!! should have been collected in
Canad a. Such paid short practices were not permitted later.

CANADA TO UNITED STATES
The story of '47's used from Canad a is slightl y different and of course there

are not nearl y as many pr esently listed (65 both genuine and fake) as the re are
to Canad a (293). After American independence, following an agreement in 1792,
the Deputy Postm aster General of Canada acted as agent for the United States
Post Office Department until November 16, 1847, being compensated with 20
per cent of the U.S. postage collected . No 1817 stamps belong on letters of this
period combined with th e "U, STAT ES Postage PAID " postmark because it was
used only when th e U.S. amount was paid in cash (F igure 2). A well known 10¢
cover used September 3, 1847, in the Swiss Postal Museum, is cancelled with a
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Figure 2. Le"ers to the Stat.. could be prepaid through until November 16, 1847, because the Canadl Deputy
PostmlSter General was the agent for the U.S.P.O.D. This Is shown by the " U. STATES Postage PAID" struck at the
Montreal Post OHice. The upper cover pays the 10¢ rate from the border to New York; the lower cover the S¢
rite to Albeny. No '47 stamps belong on covers with this postmark because "U. STATES Postage PAID" was used
only when U.S. Imount WIS paid in clSh.

16 thin bar grid. No cancellation with 16 thin bars is known on cross border
mail, the stamp is not tied, does not belong and is permanently out of circula
tion in the museum. If any others appear they will be known for what they are.

'---------- - - - - '-- - - -- --
Figure 3. This genuine cover with a 5¢ '47 Ind I 3d belver wu accepted In Canida for the 6d rlt. to the
St.tes. When Boggs illustrated this cover in 1945, he stated its approxlm.te value was 5400. TodlY its value
is between twenty and fifty times th.t much . (Photo from Winthrop S. Boggs , ' 'The Postage St.mps and Postll
History of Canada," 1945).

From November 16, 1847, to April 6, 1851, it was not possible to prepay let
ters from Canada to their destination in the U.S. except by placing a '47 stamp
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on the letter paying the correct postage from the border. A few business firms
and individuals supplied themselves with U.S. stamps to do this . Needless to say,
genuine covers are very rare. Because of their rarity and value fakes are often
seen and collectors should be knowledgeable and extremely careful.

Figure 4. This peir of the 5¢ was applied in Canada and cancelled by the post office there which accepted
them for postage just as if they were Canadian stamps. The letter was mailed May 2, 1851, soon alter the
U.S.·Canada Postal Agreement went into effect April 6, 1851. (Photo H. R. Harmer, Auction Catalog of the
Alfred H. Caspary Collection, January 16.18, 1956).

The United States-Canada postal treaty which went into effect April 6,
1851, provided on letters from Canada for a prepaid rate of 6~ or 10¢ collect
in the U.S. Partial payments either by cash or stamps were not permitted and
no provision was given for the use of both U.S. and Canada stamps to make up a
rate. However, a very few genuine covers with a 5¢ '47 and a 3'! beaver intending
either to prepay the 6~ rate or the lO¢ U.S. rate do exist (Figure 3). This combi
nation franking was contrary to regulations and like the short paid 5¢ cover
from Boston should have been rated unpaid. I have no record of any of the
very few covers with a 5¢ '47 and a 3!! beaver not being accepted although other
short paid letters were nearly always marked postage due. These covers with
both a U.S. stamp and a Canada stamp are much sought after by collectors.

Figure 5. 'Ills cover is similar to Figure 3 except that it was mailed September 4, 1851, after the 1847 stamps
hatl been demonetized on July I, 1851. Here, as in Figure 3, Canada accepted a U. S. stamp for postage and
tlte U. S. Post Office accepted demonetized, cancelled.in.Canada '47 stamps as valid because no postage due
is shown. (Photo H. R. Harmer Auction, January 1956).
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Fortunate indeed are collectors who own a '47 cover used from Canada
after April 6, 1851. Most of the stamps on these covers were not cancelled until
they reached their destination at a U.S. post offic e, However, the masterpieces of
this period have the stamps cancelled in Canada evidencing that a Canadian post
office accepted U.S. stamps to pay Canadian pos tage (Figure 4). The most de
sirable of these lovely covers are the ones mailed after Ju ly 1, 1851, the date our
first issue was demonetized. After official demonetization the '47's were not to
be accepted for postage, yet these demoneti zed , cancelled-in-Canada stamps
were accepted at U.S. post offices for valid postage (Figure 5).

Because cross border letters could either be sent prepaid or collect, paid by
stamps or cash, it made no differ ence to the postal receipts whether U.S. stamps
were used in Canada or Canada stamps in the U.S. It would, of course, tarnish
national pride if it became excessive. So far , there is no record of Canadian
stamps being used in the U.S. on cross border mail although such covers could
exist genuinely used.

The Maritime Provinces were not a part of Canada during this period and
different postal regulations applied to that mail so '47 covers sent there are not
included in this article. Thirty-eight covers both to and from Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton are known, carried either
overland or by sea. These have been the subject of a separate Chronicle article.

The following references include illustrations of all covers ment ioned here
and a great many others. Specially prepared maps appear in several Chronicle
articles.
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August Chronicle: In the next issue the 1847 section will resume the series of
arti cles on 1847 covers from New York state. The cross border article in this
issue is in honor of Capex.
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

BONSOR
North Atlant ic Seaway
Vall $19.95
Vol 2 $19.95

Catalog of Telegraph Message Covers, 19t h Century by Rapp & Willard
1978, 77 pages, paper . $4 .00

ee Postal History of Utah 1849-1976 by Ted Gruber
1978, 47 pages, paper .__.. .... $4 .75

Post Off ices of Utah by John Gallaghe r
1977, 84 pages, paper .. .__$7.50

US 2ft Red Brown of 1883-1887 by Edward L. Willard
Volume one on the stamp and volume two on the cancellations.
1970, two volumes, 164 pages each, cloth $20.00

2¢ Recut Dies, Hartford Issue of US Stamped Envelopes by F. C. Drakos
1977, 159 pages, cloth, two color, enlargement in pocket $18.95

County Systems of R.F.D. Patterns and Postal Markings of the 67
Earliest Systems, December 20, 1899-June 30, 1903 by Edith R. Doane
1977, 199 pages, cloth .. $15 .00

1978 Edition
American Stampless Cover Catalog

Regular edition $30.00
Deluxe edition $50.00

MEXICO
Pre-Stamp Postal Markings by Vag and Bash

1965, 1973 pr inting, -170 pages, cloth $15.00
Postmarks of Mexico 1874-1900 by Karl H. Schimmer

1977, 472 pages, cloth $39.50

PRIMARY SOURCES
Great Brita in Acts of Parlia ment relat ing to The Post Office

The pr imary acts includ ing Colon ial America.
1976 letter press reprint, new index, hand bound in 1/4 leather, ed ition 300
Post Office Acts 1838, covers 1710-1838, 449 pages $52 .50
Post Office Acts 1844, covers 1838-1844, 112 pages .. $20.00
Color brochure available upon request.

Reports of the Postmaster General
Reprinted br. Theron Wierenga in an edition of 200 sets
1841-1868 ess 1847-1849 $120.00

SHIP LEnER STAMPS
The Private Ship Letter Stamps of the Caribbean by Ringstrom & Tester

The mail service, companies, stamps, reprints, forgeries,
cancellations complete with numerous bibliographies .
1977, 166 + pages, cloth , many illustrations in full color $40.00

May We Have Your Want Listl
We try to maintain a comprehensive stock of new and out of print authoritative
philatelic literature on 18th and 19th century US, CSA, GB, Canada in add ition
to Mar itime and Forgeries. We deal from stock and do not dropship. All prices
include box ing and book pos t to any part of the world .

Leonard H. Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville , Ky. 40221
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
AUCTION DESCRIPTIONS-AN EDITORIAL
On several occasions in the past, my fellow section editors have taken auc

tion describers to task for publishing erroneous interpretations of markings
found on classic covers. Th e thrust of their criticism is that interpretation should
be left to the buyer once he is fully informed of what markings exist on a
cover. Such misinterpretation is a form of puffery that certainly needs to be
eliminated.

A recent review of a long run of catalogs extending back over a quarter of
a century prompts me to put in my oar. It seems to this writer that such criticism
addresses itself to but one segment of a bro ad er subj ect. From the point of view
of the auction house, a cata log may be a very ephemeral thing, designed only
to distribute its clients' wares at the highest possible prices. But to many of
us, catalogs also constitute a primary source of data as to what classic material
is in existence. Unphotographed lots coupled with faulty descrirtions do indeed
reduce the work of the cataloger to mere ephemera, worthy 0 consignment to
the waste paper basket once the sale is over. Surely the economic interests of
an auction house and the research interests of the student coincide in this
matter. Full and adequate descriptions must inevitably lead to better prices;
they certainly would lead to a better record for posterity.

Some of the great houses have always been cognizant of these facts and
conscientious in describing their material. Changing fads , however , greatly in
fluence how a lot is described. In the fairly recent past , when the stamps on
a cover were considered the most important facto r in the description, the postal
markings and other cover features were ignored . Descriptions such as these must
have infuriated postal history collectors who had no opportunity to personally in
spect the lots:

"25. [Cover sym bo l] # I , 5¢ brown, tied to cover with red grid and pen mark, fine margins
three sides, close a t left ... (Fifield Sale, October 6, 195 ~.)

"25. [C over sym bol] # 15, lOlt green , on sma ll cover, pen canc., very fine copy." (Fifield
Sale, May 31. 1961.)

Today, some describers have gone to the other extreme , noting only the de
nomin ation of the stamp on a cover without mentioning its year date of use,
color, or plate position.

Unless an unphotographed cover is adequa tely described, there is no
way the fact of its existence can be added to the record. Presumably, the inclusion
of all of the data that might be found in a postal history article photo caption
would be prohibitive economically. But still , why can't an auction description be
sufficiently definite to clearly identify each cover as the unique item it is?

For positive identification, the followin g should be included:
Markings that contain uiords or letters: Th e exact wording that appears on

the mark. Thus, SAINT LO UIS, MO lD to differentiate it from the rarer SAINT
LOUIS,jD/MO.

Markings without ioords or lett ers: A word description, such as "Fa ncy star
in rope" for the distinctive obliterator used at Canton, Miss.

Color of the strike, particularly if oth er than black.
Th e day and month shown in the townm ark , and the year of use, if known.
Th e town shown on the address. In addition to the question of identification,

this is sometimes critical to determ ining proper ra tes and usage. It is also some
times critical to the value of a cover. For instance, a non-fl ag of truce prisoner of
war letter from a northern prison to an address in a northern state is of less
value than one to a border state that pro vided substantial numbers of Con
federate troops.
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But when all is said and done, the removal of the most outrageous bloop ers
is not altogether desirable. Reading cata logs is ha rd work, and a littl e comic re
lief helps. So three cheers for the house that , in describing a Fort Riley, Kansas.
cover , parenthetically advised its read ers that Ft. Riley was the scene of Custer's
Last Stand.
PRELIMINARY LIST OF TYPE II & IV MULTIPLES OF THE 1¢ 1851-61
STEVEN ROSEN

Th e recent appearance of a number of Type II & IV multiples at auction
has caused me to speculate as to how many of these multiples may actu ally ex
ist. With the reference material at my disposal I have been able to find 28 dif
ferent multiples. I hope a larger more complete list can be assembled at a later
date and I would be interested to learn of any multiples not shown on this list.

With regards to the list itself a few comments immedia tely spring to mind.
Th e imp erforate category mix is fairly well distributed with nine unus ed, five
used on cover, and nine used multiples. Surprisingly, there are more unus ed
blocks , five including the full pane, than there are used blocks, only one. Hori
zontal pairs and strips abound; vert ical pairs, to no surprise, are much scarcer.

Item 27 is assumed to be the same vertical pair mentioned as ex-Chase &
ex-Brown by Ashbrook in his Sp ecial Service, Series 4, Issue 39, p. 298. Thi s
same item also has a very interestin g recent history. As lot 46 in Siegel's 1972
Rarity Sale (#409) this pair was described as Scott' s #20, 23, posit ions 4, 14
RIL, "A fantastic pair of grea t rarity, possibly the finest known." As lot 692 in
Siegel's sale # 516 the same pair was described as Scott's # 23 with a short
description. In both cata logs the photo is not clear enough to be of use in de
termining the tru e plate position of the pair. Assuming the description in the
Rari ty Sale was correct , one canno t but feel a pang of envy toward the buyer
of lot 692 in the latter sale.

Finally, all references mentioned by book or lot number show photos ex
cept item 20.

Reference
Ashbrook, I¢ Book, Vol. I , p . 141, 143. Nei nk en
1¢ Book, p . 128.
Caspa ry Sale, #2, Lot 271.

Wolffer s Sa le # 57. Lot 14.
Siege l Sa le # 518, Lot 217.
Casp ary Sale #2, Lot 311.

H essel Sa le Part 3, Lot 185, (H . R . Hanner . Inc.,
Sale #2361 ).
Caspa ry Sa le # 2, Lot 267. Siegel Sale #434,
Lot 153. Grunin Sale , Lo t 2124, (H . R. H anner
Sa le # 2370).
Siege l Sale # 484. Lot 152.
Hessel Sa le P t. 3, Lot 178. & Sothe by Parke Ber 
ne t Sale 215 (10-77), Lot 19.
Ashbrook, I ¢ Book Vol. I , p. 141. Brookman ,
U.S. 19th Cen . Sta mps p . 127.
Siegel 1977 Rari ty Sale, # 510. Lot 37. also ex
Lilly.
Sotheby Pa rke Bern et Sale 4065, (1-78) Lot 65.

IMPERFORATED UNUSED
Position

R ight pan e

4-5. 13-16.
23·26 RI L
1-4, 11-14 RIL

3·4, 13-14 RIL

4·5 , 14-15 RIL
3-4 RIL

4·5 RIL

4·5 RIL

4-5 RI L

USED ON COVER
2-10 RIL Ashbrook, I¢ Book. p . 141-2, ex-Emerson.
1-2 RI L Pair Siegel Sale # 330. Lo t 39.
3-10 RIL Strip
2-4 RI L
4-6 RI L
3-4 R IL

Descripti on
I. Full p ane

2. I rregular block of 10

3. Block of 8

4. Block of 4

5. Block of 4
6. Pa ir

7. Pai r

8. Pair

9. Pair

10. Strip of 9
II. Strip of 8

12. Strip of 3
13. Strip of 3
14. Pair

15. Block of 8
16. Strip of 3
Ii. Strip of 3
18. Pair
19. Pa ir
20. Pair

USED OFF COVER
1-4. lI -14 R I L Nei nken, I ¢ Book. p . 127. 129.
3-5 RI L Siegel Sale # 410. Lo t lI 2.
3-5 R IL Siegel Sale #482. Lot 34.
3-4 R IL Caspary Sa le #2. Lot 287.
3-4 RIL Siegel Sale #414 . Lot lI7.
3-4 RIL Siegel Sale #414. Lot 133. no photo. 3R IL

w / scu ff.
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Position
3-4 R IL
4-5 RI L
4, 14 RIL

Descrip tion
21. Pai r
22. Pai r
23. Pair

24. Pai r

25. Str ip of 3

26. Used pai r
27. Used pair

28. Pai r unused? used?

R ef eren ce
Wolff ers Sale #65, Lot 95.
Siegel Sale #325, Lot 508.
Ashbrook 's Special Service Seri es 4, Issue 39. p .
298. Grunin Sale , Lot 2125; Kelleh er Sale # 536,
Lot 106; also ex-Fort gang.

USED OFF COVER REJOINED
3·4 RIL Grunin Sale, Lot 2126.

USED OFF COVER APPARENTLY REJOINED
2-3 RIL pair Wolffers Sale #38, Lot 15. Lot description is
4 RI L sing le ambiguo us.

PERFORATED MULTIPLES
3·4 RIL Siegel Sale # 397, Lot 128.
4, 14 RIL Siegel Sale # 409, Lot 46.

Siegel Sale # 516. Lot 692.
Siegel Sale #397. Description of Lot 128 (# 26
above) mentions ex istence of 3 perf. pairs.
THE 1851-57 ISSUES USED TO CANADA
SUSAN M. McDONALD

During the decade the 1851-57 issues were current overland letter rates
to Canad a, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick remained constant. The rate was
10¢ per single Jf oz. letter from anywhere in the United States to anywhere in
Canad a (also New Bru nswick and Nova Scotia), except that the ra te from the
Pacific (calculated at over 3,000 miles with in the United States) was 15¢. Partial
payment was not recognized.

Figure 1. Three copi es of 3¢ imperf. wi th I ¢ imp erl . to make IO¢ rat. to Can.d • . New York, July 24, 1855,
to St. Cath er ine•. Red ex change marking UNITED STATES/ PAID 6 D.

Because there was no 1Q¢ stamp until May of 1855 (a pu zzling lack, con
sidering the rates to which this denomination might apply), a correspondent
in the United States wishing to prep ay a letter to Canada with stamps had to
resort to a combination of the available denom inations. A typical arrangement
is shown in Figure 1, although, of course, the ~¢ stamps were often applied in a
strip of three.
CANTON, MISSISSIPPI
Dale Ferb er is assembling data for a comprehensive article on the Canton,

Mississippi, postmaster and the marvelous homemade handstamps he used dur
ing our period,

If you have one or more covers from this town show ing unu sual rating
hands tamps or postage stamp obliterators, will you please send a photo copy
of them to Mr. Ferb er at 5048 Riverwood Circle, Jackson, Mississippi 39211, or to
the section editor.
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Figure 2. Cover from New York. Aug. 21, 1851 , to Quebec, with 1¢ .trip of four and bisected 12¢ to make
10¢ rate. Exchange marking applied .t New York. Cover from Cuba outside mail. to New York. (Stanlay B.
A.hbrook photo.)

A far more startling combination is show n in Figure 2 where a strip of
four of the l ¢ and a diagonal bisect of the 12ci make up the 1O¢ rate. This
famous cover has a nearly ide ntical twin on which the oth er half of the 12¢ was
used . (For further details, see the ar ticle by Mortimer Nei nken in Chronicle
66:63 -5.)

The 15¢ rat e from Californ ia is illustrated in Figure :3 paid by an imper
forate 3¢ and 12¢, a combinat ion seldom encountered in cross border mails.
Figure 4 shows probably the commonest frank ing on letters to the B.N.A.
provinces-the 1O¢. In th is case the perforated stamp was used . The unu sual

Figur. 3. Cover from San Francisco to Compton, Canada, "by the way of Derby Lin. " (Vt.). Imperforate 12¢
and 3¢ combined to pay 15¢ rat • .
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Figur. 4. Th. p.rforat.d 10¢ stamp paying th. le".r rat. 10 Amherstburgh, C. W. This cover originated et
Doakesvllle, C. N., Aug. 11, 1859. Choctaw Nation was a perl of Indien Territory.

feature of thi s cover is its origin-it was mailed at "Doakesville C. N. Aug 11"
(1859) addressed to Amherstburgh. The initials "C. N." mean Choctaw Nation,
which was a part of Indian Territory. Most cross border covers at this period
came from the larger centers of population in the eastern United States, so that
unaccustomed origins lend interest.

A high percentage of mail to Canada during the 1850s was sent stampless,
whether pa id in cash or collect. Some careless or uninformed correspondents
attempted to send letters to the Canadian provinces at the domestic 3c,i rate.
The example in Figure 5 is typical. This cover to New Brunswick bore only a
perfor ated 3c,i and was therefore short paid. According to regulations, the 3c,i
stamp was to be disre garded and the entire amount rated for collection. This
is expressed by the "10" cents U.S. and the "6" pence N.B. By this date New
Brunswick had changed to decimal currency so that the 6 handstamp was not
really necessary . The exchange markin g U. STATESjC was applied at Boston
or on the coastal steamer carrying mail between Boston and St. John with sev
eral interm ediate stops.

•

1{J

/
~l I

Figure 5. Le"er f,om 5pringfield, Mass, Aug . 21, 1860, to Olk Poinl, N.B. Insufficiently paid by perforated
3¢; the,efore, the stamp was igno red and the cover ..ted 10 cent s or 6 pence due .
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THE 1857 5¢ ORANGE BROWN STAMP ON COVER
RICHARD M. SEARING

For the past several years , the author has been tabulating the number of
surviving covers be aring various early U.S. stamps. Th e search has necessarily
been restricted to those stamps for which the surviving covers are relatively
small in number. With rare exceptions, the stamps chosen are the higher
values of the various issues during th e classical period.

Occasionally, this pattern is broken by historical circumstances in which
a prematurely shortened period of use or limited issue quantities occur for a
lower denomination stamp. Such was the case for the 5¢ orange brown stamp
from the second plate which appeared just prior to the outbreak of the Civil
War in early 1861. The same stamp design in a brown shade had appeared
nearly a year earlier . Th e clouds of civil str ife were gathering already in 1860
so it was hardly an auspicious tim e to prepare and issue a new plate for the 5¢
value under the old contract which was about to expire . However , it appears
that is exactly wha t the old contract firm of Toppan, Casilear & Co. decided to
do at that time. Various theories have been advanced since that time to explain
the possible moti ves behind this action by th e contractors.

Data on th e origin of wh at we know tod ay as plate II or ' type II designs
for the 1857 5¢ stamp are uncertain as well as incomplete. The evidence up to
the Perforation Centennial of 1957 is neatly summarized in an article in the
Perforation Centennial Handbook which was published by The National Phila
telic Museum .' One theory asserts that th e second 5¢ plate was actually made
in 1857 specifically for the new perfo rated stamps, but for some as yet unknown
reason, the plate was not placed into production until early 1860. The trimming
down of the design between the horizontal rows to allow space for perforations
lends support to this theory. However , a second th eory presumes that a fatal
accident overcame plate I in 1860, and th e plate II was prepared in great has te
in ord er to continue the production of the 5¢ stamps. Proponents of this second
theory point to th e design trimming as evidence of great haste and poor work
manship. A letter from S. H. Carpenter is known in which he states that the
5¢ plate II was made in 1857 for the express purpose of producing perforated
stamps."

If we accept this letter as evidence, th en it appears that the 5¢ plate II was
found to be unnecessary until earl y 1860 when some drastic mishap rendered
plate I useless for printing. The total lack of a special printing in 1875 for the
plate I design stamps lends support to this hypothesis. Th e govern ment print
ers would certainly have used th e full design of th e 5¢ stamp if it had been
available to th em at that time.

Whichever hyp othesis one accep ts on th e origin of the second 5¢ plate,
the fact is that in March of 1860, the 5¢ type II stamps appeared in the full
brown shade; the ink was very similar if not identical with th e shade used to
print the plate I stamp in 1859. Apparently in May, 1861, the contractors ran out
of th e old ink and mixed a new batch, mor e akin to the early shades of 1856
1859, but with more orange pigment present. The reason for the change of
color could be due to an error in mixing, using up pigments from earlier print
ings, du e to wartime shortages, or a conscious attempt by the contractors to
pres ent a more handsome stamp in anticipat ion of the new stamp contract. In
any event, the 5¢ orange brown shade from plate II appeared in early May of
1861 at the onset of the Civil War.

Based on the surviving cover record, the majority of the 5¢ orange brown
stamps were sent to New York City, Boston and other eastern cities. Discoveries
of unused sheets in th e South followin g th e Civil War indi cate that substantial
shipments of the 5¢ stamps were made to those areas after May, 1861. Thi s is
unexpected when we reflect that seve n of the southern states had already
form ally seceded from the Federal Union by February of 1861. Possibly, thes e

1. Cedora Hanus, "The 5¢ j efferson s of 1857-61," Perioration Centennial H and book , Na 
tional Philat eli c Mu seum, Philad elphia , 1957. pp . 53-6·t.

2. iu«, p . 61.
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latter shipments of stamps were to the remammg southern and border sta tes
as a last effor t to preserve continuity of the mails and influ ence th em not to
join their sister sta tes in the Confederacy? As far as the records show, no
authentic cover surv ives which shows use to or from a southern sta te during
the period of validity of the 5¢ orange brown stamp.

A more probable theory for the survival of large qu antities of unused 5¢
orange brown stamps to the present day is the fact th at postmasters in northern
cities had large stocks of mint stamps when th e new 1861 issue became avail
abl e. These old stamps were probably excha nge d for th e new issues and stored
in the postoffice files for years followin g th e Civil War. During th e 1890s, th e
Post Office Department decided to build a National stamp collection for which
they enlisted the help of a prominent dealer of th e period. In return for his
services, he was given shee ts of unused obsolete stamps from the files; some of
these were more than likely the 5¢ orange brown stamps from 1861.

Figu re 1. Second earl iest record.d us. of S¢ orang. brown. Used May 8, 1861, with IO¢ to pay rate to
France. Letter wa s ove r '/4 oz., therefCHe the prepayment was dis regarded, and the full deuble rat. of 16
decimes collected from addressee.

For wha tever reas on, genuine cancelled cop ies of the 5¢ orange brown
stamp are scarce , and genuine covers are very rare. Town cancels from several
eastern cities are known with several being sold in the recent sale of th e Rohloff
collection of 5¢ stamps. The late Stanley Ashbrook considered the 5¢ orange
brown on cover as the rarest and most desirabl e of all the 5¢ 1857-61 stamps
and sta ted that he had only recorded a ha ndful of genuine covers over many
years of searching ." Henry Hill in his fine book on the 5¢ stamps of 1856-61
ranks the 5¢ orange brown stam p on cover as th e scarcest of the several varieties."
In the Perforatio n Centenn ial Handbook article, the author estima tes th at
fewer th an 10 full covers and perhaps a half dozen partial covers of the 5¢
orange brown stamp exist." In his excellent study of the U.S. 19th century
stamps, the late Lester Brookman states th at the 5¢ orange brown is rare on
cover and warns collectors to beware of fakes th at exist." Other authors, col
lectors, and dealers have often echoed th ese sta tements, but little or no
qu ant itative data . have been publ ished. The ma jor purpose of the present
article is to supply this missing informa tion.

Whenever possible in th e following tabulation, each cover is listed with
----- -

3. Sta n ley B. Ashbrook, Special Serv ice, privately prin ted, 1951-58.
4. H en ry Hill , T he United Stat es 5¢ Stamps of 1856·61, 1955.
5. Cedora H an us, loco cit ., p . 54.
6. Lester G. Brookm an , US Postage Stamps of th e N ineteenth Century, 3 volume s, Lind 

quist Pub lications, New York, 1966.
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date of use, origin, destin atio n, stamps (by Scott catalog number), applicable
ra te, identifyin g remarks, and the sour ce if known. An asterisk (0) by the
source indi cat es th at the autho r has seen the cover or a ph oto of the item. To
da te , the record shows 31 full or partial genuine covers bear ing the 5<,i orange
brown sta mp of 1861.

The dat a compiled in Table I ind icat e that th ree and possibly four letters
with th e 5<,i orange brown stamp were mail ed in May , 18601. Up until 1954, the
earliest recorde d use was the celebrated New bury cover used on May 8, 1861.
In 1954, th e late Stanley Ashbrook recorded a cover used on May 7, 1861,
from Grove City, Ohio , to Switzerland and th is item remain s th e earliest re
corded use at the pr esent time. The Newbury cover was recentl y sold in the
Rohloff sale, and th e author does not know the prese nt whereabouts of the
May 7 cover . However , the cover has been accorded a Philatelic Foundation
certificat e as genuine .

Figure 1 shows th e ex-Newbury, ex-Rohloff cover . This doub le weight letter
to France was posted in New York City as a single weigh t letter and rated as
tot ally unpaid at the transit office. The letter shows a black debit to Fran ce
for 6<,i and was marked as "SHORT PAID "; the French marked it with 16
decimes du e from the addresse e.

A summary of the cover data is presented in Table II in several catego ries.
We see th at 21 covers were mail ed from New York City, two covers sent from
Boston, while eight covers originated in sca tte red towns or th eir origin is un
known; non e of th e recorded covers origin ated in the southern states .

Fig ure 2. Vertical strip of three 5¢ orange brown making 15¢ rate to France , from New York Sept . 7, 1861.
One of two known covers with such a strip .

Onl y two domestic letters are recorded , but 12 covers were sent to France,
four covers went to Spain and five to th e German sta tes, while two covers
were mailed to British North America. The remaini ng covers were sent to sca t
tered destinati ons with only one destination unknown.

Seven of the covers bear only a single copy of the 5<,i orange b rown stamp,
while seven covers show three copies of thi s sta mp, and two covers have only
two singles. Two of the covers bear a vertical strip of three of the 5cj. stamp,
while five covers show either a horizontal strip of three or three singles.

F igure 2 shows one of the covers bearing a vertica l strip of three of the .5<,i
orange brown stamps. This cover has been described in both Brookman , Vol. I,
and Ashbrook's Sp ecial Service, and is pictured in both places. Th e let ter was
mailed from New York to Bordeaux, Fr ance, da ted Sept. 7, 1861, and shows a
relatively lat e use as well as one of the two known covers beari ng a vertical
strip of thr ee of the 5<,i orange brown stamps . Th e lat est recorded cover is used
on Sept. 23, 1861, to one of the German ducal sta tes.
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Rohloff 402"

Brookman I,
221"
Kell eher
5/25-341
PFNY"
Hamler 1/68 
806

Krug 394"

SBA
Rohloff 404"

Perf Cent,
Book"
Rohloff 405"
Siegel 2/ 59-193-

Source
SBA PFNY"

Feldman 10/76
2166"
Siegel 2/71-141
Siegel 442/1 71"

Sha nahan
7/58 -1071
Sot heb y Parke
Bernet 3/ 9/78
1287"
Siegel 6/70-116"

Siegel 5/ 69-810"

H anner 3/71
664"
Hamler 4/ 61
298"
Harmer 4/61 
294'
Rohloff 403"

per Eu ropa, London I'D
7/23 , Gouda 7/24, open
ma il
red NY I'D 10, flag pat.
rec 7/ 23; reg .
da te only listed
tied hkl grid, dbl wt .

15¢

2x3¢

51,' IR

151! bright red grids, red Fr.
rec 8/?

15¢ tied Fr. transit
15¢ red grids, Fr. trans., NY

I'D 12, rec 8/1 3, per Asia
5¢ IR blk "8R s" due, via G.B.

30

30

30

30

30

30

30,32

30,35

30,35

30,35

30,35

30 (2)
30

24,30

30,35

30,35
30 (2)

30,35
30 (3)

30,35,38

26,30,38

30,35,38

30 (VS 3)

30 (H S 3)

30pr.30
30 (VS 3)

30 (HS 3)

151,' red NY I'D 6, rec 8/17
151,' pa t. cvr, red gri ds, red

FRA NCO , NY Br. pkt
15t,' red NY I'D, 6, Fr. tr.

8/24
38t,' t ied red AACH EN , tr.

ma rks , ex-K lep
5¢ IR tied red grid, NY Br .

pkt , due " 8Rs"
5(' IR rns "over la nd mail via

Ma rseille" ; rec 10/24,
hlk grid

5if IR ms "per Eu ropa via Bos- Rohloff 4{)1"
ton," part cvr , ex Cas-
pal)'

5c IR ms "per Europa," due Searing coli ."
"5, " rec 8/2 3; Boston Br .
pkt rev.

IO¢ domest ic ; west coast rate PF NY"
5¢ IR red grid, NY Br. p kt , Gibson 133"

due "4 Rs" in blk
15C red grids, boxed I'D, via

Teutonic, ex Hill
15¢ red grids, par tial cvr ,

rec 9/22/61
15¢ rec 9/26/61

2x5C red NY Br. pkt, blue
IR "8Rs"
45¢ ms "per Asia"; bo xed

I'D; #30 & 35 SE; blk
gri ds , via G.B.

3x l5¢ red grids, Ny I'D 9, boxed Krug 395"
I'D , Fr. transit

151,' red grids, NY I'D Ham- Siegel 352/260"
burg pkt, green env, 5¢
dbl perfs

15 t? rns " via Europa"; FRAN- Lowe 3/73-2191
CO, H amburg pkt mail

30 (3) ,38 (2) 5x 15¢ pi ece of cover, b lk grids Morganthau
7/ 20

?/ France ?

TABLE I
5 ¢ ORANGE BROWN TYPE II STAMPS ON COVER

Origin / Dest inat ion Sta mps Rate Remarks
Grove Cit)' , O ,/Switz- 24,21l.30,35 19if via Ge rm. , red AMER -
erla nd FRA NCO , rec 5/21
NYC /Paris 30,35 15t! red SH ORT PAID , per

Asia, black " 16", rec 5/22
1 5 ~ Fr. tran s. 5/1 4, red

box ed I'D
15t! tied town 10 to flag pat.

red NY-Hamburg " 10"

Milwaukee /Mecklen 
burg Schwer in

?/ ?
Westport , N .Y./ La ns
in g, Mich .
NYC/ Pa ris

8/ 17/ 6 1 NYC/ Hong Kong,
Ch ina

9/ ;'/ 6 1 NYC/Cologne, Germ.

9/1 4/6 1 NYC /Paris

R/ 20/61 NYC/ 5t. J ohns, NFL

8/ 20/61 NYC/Halifax , N .S.

9/1 1/6 1 NYC/Grand Canary I.

8/ 12/61 Ne wburyport , Ms. /
Ca lcu tt a , India

3/1 4/ 61 NYC/ Ba rce lona

9/ 9/ 61 NYC/Paris
9/ 11/61 NYC /Cadiz

8/ 22/61 Boston/San Francisco
8/28/1iJ NYC/Barcelona

9/ 7/6 1 NYC / Bordea ux

9/ 9/6 1 NYC/Paris

7/ 31/61 NYC/Barcelona

;;1 ?/ lil NYC/Bordeau x

8/ II / 6 1 Baltimore/Pa ris

Date
!II 7/1l1

9/ 23/ 61 NYC /Oldenberg, Germ.

;,/ 8 /6 1

,;/31/ 6 1 Williamshurgh , N.Y./
Hanover , Germ .

7/ 8/ 6 1 Boston /Gouda, Neth .

7/ 27/61 NYC /Fra nce
7/ 31/61 NYC /Lyon, France

8/ 3/ 61 NYC/ Paris
8/ 10/61 NYC /Ber lin , Prussia

7/10/ 61

7/16/61
7/23/61

7/ 23/li l
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, ""Figure 3, A cover to France Irom New York, postmarked July 23, 1861, with a horizontal strip 01 three 01 the
S¢ orange brown making 1S¢ rate. All markings in red on a blue envelop•.

Figure 3 shows a recently sold cover bear ing a hori zontal strip of three
of the 5¢ oran ge brown stamp, This letter was mailed from New York to Paris
on July 23, 1861, and the cancels and transit markings are a bri ght red color. A
black and wh ite photo does not do justice tothese coversand th eir markings.

In combination with other values of the 1857 issue, the 5¢ orang e brown
stamp is found as follows: two cove rs each show use with th e 1¢ and 3¢ values ,
12 covers show a combination use with th e 10¢ value , an d 4 covers show use
with the 30¢ stamp. No covers are pr esently known which bear th e 5¢ orange
brown stamp in combination wit h the 12¢, 24¢ , or 90¢ values .

Figure 4. New York, Aug . 20, 1861, to Halifax , Nova Scotia , w ith single copy 01 5¢ orange brown paying
internal rate. By Cunard packet "Europa" from Boston , with 5d cy. packet chuge due .t Hall,.x.

Based on the dat es of use , possibly four covers were mailed in May, 1861,
none we re used in Ju ne, seven covers were posted in Jul y, 10 covers bear an
August date, an d eight covers were used in Sep tem ber, all in 1861; two letters
have un known da tes .

F igure 4 shows one of the seve n covers bearing a single cop y of the 5¢
Chronicl e 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30. No, 2 109



TABLE II
SUMMARY OF COVER DATA

Origin Destinat ion Sta m p Use Month

New York City 21 France 12 sing le-3D 7
unknown 2 Spain 4 two- 3D 2
Bosto n 2 Gennany 5 three- 3D 7 May 4
Grove Ci ty, O . I Brit.N.A. 2 com bi ned with: June 0
West Point, N.Y. I domestic 2 I ¢ 2 July 8
Milwaukee I Swi tzer land I 3¢ 2 Aug . 10
Bal timore I Holl and I 10¢ 12 Sep t. 8
Newburypo rt. Ms. I Hong Kong I 12¢ 0 unknown I
Williamsburgh . N.Y. I Gd Canary Is. I 241' 0

In d ia [ 3DI' 4 to tal 31
total 31 unk nown 1 90c I)

tot al 31

"

. I

), ..~

Figure 5. Double w.ighl domeslic I.".r from Wesl Poinl . N.Y.• '0 Michigan, July 23, 1861. On. of Iwo Iisled
domestic uses of the 5; orange brown.

orange brown stamp; a similar usage is shown in Brookman, vol. 1. The letter
was posted on August 20, 1861, from New York to Halifax, N.S., on the British
steamer Europa with the stamp paying the 51- inland rat e and the rest due on
delivery.

Figure 5 shows one of the two recorded dom estic covers bearing the 5¢.
oran ge brown stamp. Th e letter was a double weight enclosure mailed from
West Point, N.Y., to Lansin g, Michigan , on July 23, 1861, by a cadet at the
West Point Milit ary Academy. Thi s cover sold in the recent Rohloff sale as
lot 404.

When this study began , the estimates of the surviving 5¢. orange brown
stamps on original covers varied widely among students of the issue. The main
conclu sion from this work is that such covers are at least twic e as scarce as the
90¢. covers of the 1861 issue with 66 recorded , but they are about six times
more plentiful than the 90¢' 1860 issue with only five covers recorded. Based
on the relative scarcity of these bounds, the present Scott valuation of the 51
orange bro wn stamp on cover must be considered misleading and greatly
undervalued.

The author would like to acknowledge the help of Frank Levi Jr . in this
work. A study such as pr esented here is never really complete so the author
requests that readers with new or mor e contemporary information contact the
period editor or the author at 1300 Sao Paulo Ave. Placenti a, California 92670.
All correspondence is most welcome.
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TRANSATLANTIC MAILS (Peterson collection)

LOT # PRICE
1. 3 covers England to N.Y. showing rates in 1845 including the follow-

ing: 11, U.S. double ra te, & U.S. 6¢ ship Itr. rate .. . ._.__ $95.00

2. Last mails before Retaliatory rates, Bremen St .P .A. to Phila ., with 1/6
PQst paid Bremen to Boston and large 'orange' 7¢ Phila . rate __.. $45.00

3. "Same" Belfast (Ire land) 1848 to N.Y. 11 Brit ish post paid, Boston Sh ip
& 7¢ co llect at N.Y. (5¢ Boston-N .Y. + 2¢ ship fee ) .. . ._.__.._. $60.00

4 . N.Y.-London carried on the f irst Cunarder " Bri tan ni a" on return from her
Maiden Voyage in J uly 1840 wi 75 ¢ quadruple rate wi Packet" Itr. and
21 British double rate .. . . ._.. .. _ $40.00

5. London-N .Y. 1841 English charge 81 with 1d late fee per Acadia , Boston
Ship $2.45 charge to N.Y. 13X single rate ...... .... .. .. . . . . _. .. .. _ $60.00

6. Per Washington-charged at British DISCRIMINATORY RATE London to
N.Y. Oct. 1847, 11 with 24 ¢ rate at N.Y . . .. . .. $35.00

7. N.Y.-Soro, Denmark v ia Bre men on MAIDEN VOYAGE of the Hermann
(American line) w /Paid Part (blue) N.Y. (red) and 47 skil lings due
Denma rk . . .._. . .. _.. ... _.$ 100 .00

8. Cunard Line!er Amer ica from N.Y.-So ro, Denmark (same corres.) v ia
Liverpool an A ltona , Germany. 1¢ pa id in N.Y., 92 skillings due in
Denmark in 1848 . . . ... $50.00

9 . RETALIATORY RATES, beginn ing about Ju ly 1, 1848 , in la nd rate plus
ocean rate 24 ¢ had to be prepa id on letters sent by Cunard shi p s,
Ph ila . Paid 29 ¢ (5¢ to N.Y. pl us 241' ocean) Per Hibern ia Aug . 1, 1848
with addit ional 11 collected a t London, Phila-London only 2 Known .... $ 100 .00

10. RETALIATORY RATES: Liverpool-Boston on MAIDEN VOYAGE "Canada ,"
British double charge 21, U.S. double charge 58 ¢, Nov. 25, 1848 .. .. ... .$100.00

11. Liverpool & Philadelphia Steam Ship Co. INMAN LINE 1850 per City of
Glasgow, Phil. Aug. 1852 SHIP 7 to N.Y. , In 1850 Ph iladelphia provided
strong competition w ith N.Y. as a po rt of e ntry. The In ma n line w as non
contract and mail that was ca rried w as ch a rged a t ' Priva te shi p le tt er
rate' t he Capt. rec'd 2C from Phi la . P.O..__. . .. $45 .00

12. TRANSATLANTIC CLOSED POUCH MAIL: per ALPS, Cunard lin e, London-
Ph ila . 96 ¢ quadruple rate w / 76¢ debit to U.S. rare but defects __. $50 .00

13. Va nderbilt European line : in 1857 the U.S. gave th is line a co nt ract to
carry mails for the sea and inland, mostly to Havre (France). N.Y.-London
Forwarded by Roberts & Williams N.Y. (red oval) per steamer Vander-
bilt, 1859 N.Y. AMPkt 21 ¢ debit to G.B . and 11 collect at London , V.F . $65.00

14. North German Lloyd Line ships between Bremen and N.Y. rec'd and
dropped mail at Southampton in competition with the Inman Li ne . N.Y.
Am Pkt . 42 ¢, to G.B. in 1864 per SS New York to Liverpool _. . $40. 00

15. Black Ball Line, sailed twice a month f rom N.Y. , per sh ip Canada 1824
from PHIL to London w /37¢ t rip le Itr. rate Ph.-N .Y. a nd 1/7 N.Y.-
London with blk. box SHIP LETTER liverpool .. $35.00

This is a net price list and sampling from my stock of over 50,000 cove rs of the
World . All prices here are net. Plea se send check w ith you r order. I pay postage and
insurance . All covers are guaranteed genu ine and may be re tu rned if unsat isfactory .

AVAILABLE: Selections of posta l histo ry f rom any state or country in the wor ld. I
do most of my business through the ma il and it wou ld be a p leasure to send yo u a
selection . Please send references, pr ice range you wi sh to stay in and exactly what
areas you collect. Thank you .

CAPEX 78 Booth #62 (I look forward to seeing you there)

P.O. Drawer 17428 • Austin, Texas 78760 • Phone: (512) 288-0450
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THE 1861-69. PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
THE "C.S.S. FLORIDA," THE "S.S. ELECTRIC SPARK"
AND $12,000 WORTH OF U.S. STAMPS

RICHARD B. GRAHAM

In his Sp ecial Service for August, 1956, the lat e Stanley B. Ashbrook had
an article on wha t he termed the "Florida" case. The case, held in Toronto,
de alt with the ownership of something over $10,000 worth of United Stat es
postage stamps tha t had been captured aboa rd the U.S. Mail Steamer Electric
Spark when th at vessel was taken in July, 1864 by the Confed erate raider , C.S.S.
Florida.

The capture of th e Electric Spark is well documented in Vol. 3, Series I,
of th e Civil War, O ff icia l Records . . . Nav y. and an excerp t from the rep ort
(p. 109) of Acting Master Wm. P. Gibbs tells the ta le:

EAST WAREH AM , MASS , July 18, 1864
Sir: 1 sa ile d fro m New York for New O rl ean s on t he Stea mer Ele ctr ic Sp arh th e 9th
in stant, .. . to join th e U.S. gu nboat Pinola. On the 10th , a t I p .m. , saw a sa il s ta nd
ing to ward u s. \\Th en about 8 mi les di sta nt she set th e Englis h bl u e ens ign and ga in ed
upon u s very fast. \\' hen about 1,000 yards distant hoist ed the Confedera te flag a nd
fir ed a rifle shell across ou r ste rn. 0111' steame r not stop p ing, another was fired , passing
over just forward of th e mainmast ; another fired forw ard th e p ilot hou se. The steamer
was then stopped , fl or id a distant a bou t 400 yards. She stea med across ou r ste r n , ha il ed ,
a nd . . . " I will send a boat on bo ard ." . . . The ship was th en tak en possession of,
and the capta in ordered o n board the Florida, with h is papers, a nd the ma ils were
sent to the Florida . T he ca p ta iu immedia tely re turned , and m ysel f, with two army
officers, were ordered 011 board th e Florida to be paroled . . . [here . Gi bbs describes
th e Florida and her a rmame n t and crew] . . . W as pu t on board the Bri ti sh schooner
Lane with passengers a nd sen t to Ne w York, at which cit y 1 arrived on th e morn in g
of th e 12th . . . .

In his rep ort to the Confed erate Navy Department, Capt. C. M. Morris
of the C.S.S. Florida (ORN, Vol. 3, Series I, pp. 623-25) gave substantially the
same account, and fur ther commented, after noting th at he did not hav e suf 
fic ient talent to spare in his ship's enginee ring department to attempt takin g
the E lec tric Spark through the blo ckad e, and hence had scuttled her, "... As
th e pr ize crew left her , she was settli ng down ra pidly by th e head. At 11:15 P.M.
we left her, only taking away the mail bags and Adams & Co.'s iron chest ... on
openin g the mail bags, I found no dispa tches, but some $12,000 in postage
stamps; all of th e remaining mail matter I threw overboard. In Ada ms Express
Company's ches t we found the followi ng: $1305 in United Stat es gree nbacks;
$328 in New Orleans banknotes, and $132.25 in New Orleans city notes; $219
in American gold ; one gold watch, one silver watch, and a diamond pin . All of
the above art icles have been placed in charge of th e paymaster . . . ."

As it was apparently brought out in the courts in Toronto, one Richard
Taylor, (no t to be confused with the son of President Zachary Taylor, of th e
same name, who was a Co nfederate general) had been the purser and paymaster
of th e Florida, an d had sold the stamps to a Liverpool broker for 1180 pounds,
sterling, af ter the war. Taylor had appa ren tly rep resented the stamps to have
been his personal prop er ty, and, indeed, what other claim could he have mad e
in September of 1865? T he Confederate government was no mor e, and as pay
master , Taylor undoubtedly had unpaid claims aga inst his defunct governme nt.

To trace the path of the sta mps to Can ada: the Liverpool broker , Alfred
Woods, turned the stamps over to Gillespie & Co., also Liverpool stock brok
ers, who sent th em on to Boyd & Arthur , commission merchants in Toronto,
with instructions to arran ge for the sale of the stamps in the United States.

The Can adi an firm inquired of their agents in New York as to where the
stamps might be sold, but th e age nt, a banking concern , ad vised the local
Special Agent of th e Post Office Dep ar tment, B. F . Sharretts, of th e offer .
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Sharretts promptly went to Toronto where he obtained an injunction from the
high cour t of cha ncery to cause the stamps to be taken into custody.

A sui t was entered and in August , 1868, th e stamps were declar ed by th e
court to be United Sta tes government property and were returned to the
United Sta tes in Oct ober of that year.

It was alleged that Ta ylor had declared to the Liverpool broker that th e
stamps were obligations of the United States and thus redeemable in U.S. cur
rency. In his article, Ashbro ok states the face value of the stamps to have been
$10,500, approxima tely, and that most of the stamps were of 3r,i denominations.
Considerin g that the Liverpool br oker gave Taylor promissory notes totall ing
1180 pounds, or about $5800 in U.S. money at the time, it would seem th e
brokers were of the opinion that face value could be realized in some way , but
only with considerable troubl e.

In th e case, th e United States made many claims, poss ibly th e stronge st
of which was th at the stamps represented only a promise to perform a specific
mail service and no refunds of their face value could be made. Additionally,
although the stamps had been captured , the status of th e captur ing government
was qu estionable. Th e stamps had never been condemned as a lawful pri ze by
any court, and could not be considered pr ivate prop erty.

Figure 1. Block of nine, plus pair of the captured stamps, evidently marked and init ialled by va rious w itn ...es
as evid ence before the court at Toronto.

Through the courtesy of Perry Sapperstein , Fi gures 1 and 2 show blocks
of the captured stamps attached to docum ents used in the case of th e United
Sta tes vs Boyd, et al. The letter of Figure 2 indicates the blo ck of 'six 3r,i 1861
stamp s attac hed to it "are from a package of 50,000" which would only figure
to about $1500 worth of 3r,i stamps, assuming the package mentioned comprised
the entire lot.

In his ar ticle, Ashb rook gives an extensive history of the Confed erate
raider , C.S.S. Florida , and the read er is referred to th e Ashbrook Special Service
for August, 1956, pp . 525-527, and also an article in Stamps, Sept. 22, 1956, also
by Ashbrook, containing even more of the history of the ra ider.

Since the final months of the Florida do have conside rable bearing on th e
stamps in litigation at Toront o in 1868, a capsule history may be useful. Th e
Florida was British built, in 1862, as the Oteto. She sailed as a commercial
cargo vessel to the Bahamas and there was armed and her name cha nge d to
Chronicle 98 / May 1978 I Vol. 30. No. 2 113
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Figure 2. A block of six of the clptured stlmps, attached to a I.tt.r stating the stlmps are plrt of a
package of 50,000 in the custody of th e custom house ollic.r It Toronto .

C.S.S. Flor ida. Unde r Commander Maffit of the C.S. Navy, she compiled a rec
ord of destru ct ion of Federal commerce on the high seas second only to that
of the C.S.S. A labama and, lat er, the C.S.S. She nandoah. In du e course, Maff it
wen t ashore an d Command er C. M. Morris became her cap tain. After her cap
tur e of the E lectric Spark on July 10, 1864, she went to the Canary Islands, leav
ing there on August 4, 1864. The log of the Florida shows her to have been at
Lat. 14° 10' N, Long. 25° 40' W on August 13, 1864; the subsequent portion of
her log is ap paren tly lost. On Oct. 5, 1864, she arrived at Bahia, Brazil, and th e
following day, she was captured by the U.S.S. Wach llsett, Captain Napoleon
Collins, while at anchor in the neutra l harbor at Bahia. At the time, about half of
her crew wa s ashore, including Capt. Morr is and Paymaster Richard Taylor.
The rest of th e crew wa s tak en pri soner. Th e F lorida was taken to Hampton
Roads, Va., and was acciden tly sunk there in collision with a trans port. How
ever, at Hampton Roads the contents of her safe were invento ried, and among
the valuables, were $12,600 in American gold, $1305 in U.S. "legal tender" notes;
114 Chro nicle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30, No.2



3000 pounds in bill s of exchange on England, and, quoting the compilers of
the ORN, "a lot of United Sta tes postage stamps." All but th e postage stamps
are mentioned, and check quite well in Paymaster Taylor 's report to Morris
concern ing the contents of his safe, which report appears on p. 636 of Vol. 3,
series I of the ORN.

Taylor and Morris took a British steame r to England, afte r arranging for
the rest of the crew to be carried to London in a British bark. Pr esum abl y,
Taylor had part of the stamps ashore with him , and possibly Morris ha d the
missing portion, covering abou t seven weeks, of the Florida's log, th e rest
having been captured and presumabl y in the archives at Washington.

The qu estion, of only academic interest, of course, is really how many
stamps were involved and what happened to them. The or iginal report of Capt.
Morris stated there were about $12,000 worth. Mr . Ashbrook's article stated
the amount of stamps in litigat ion came to $10,500 face value . Yet , th e letter
of Figure 2, with the block of 3¢ 1861 stamps attached, gives the value of th e
package as $1500, if one accepts that the lot con sisted only of 50,000 3¢ stamps.
Against the premise, too, is the fact that the Liverpool b roker paid Taylor over
1000 pounds for the lot, unless this was dollars ra ther th an pounds.

Th e one thing that is obvious, that Taylor took a considerable amount of
the stamps ashore with him at Bahia before th e Florida was captured the night
or rather early morning of Oct. 6, 1864. Since the stamps were intended for th e
New Orleans post office, it is presumed th at the lot would have contained 5¢, 10¢
and 30¢ stamps to make up the multiples of th e 15:1 per quarter ounce ra te to
France, as well as a great amoun t of 3¢ stamps to be used mostly on soldier's
letters from the Federal army occupying th e city and sur rounding area. So,
if Taylor took $10,500 wort h of stam ps ashore, why did he leave any beh ind?
I t is an interes ting qu estion to consider as a nice concl usion to a very unusual
sequen ce of events.
COVERS TO CANADA FROM CANADIANS IN THE FEDERAL ARMIES
RICHARD B. GRAHAM

The number of Canadi ans enlisting in the Federal armies during the Civil
War will probably never be known for sur e, since Cana dians necessarily were
grouped statistically under troops from the various sta tes, or , as we sha ll see ,
may have enlisted in the U.S. Regulars. A few covers are known, origina ting
with Federal tro ops beyond any qu estion, and which are addres sed to Canada.
The fact of a cover being addressed to Canada does not necessarily prove th e
writer to have been a Canadian , but the covers shown here, from three corre
spondents to two addr esses, are almost cer tainly from Canadians in two in
stances, or at least the parent was living in Canada .

While speculation on th e motives of a Canadia n to have enlisted to fight
on the Northern side in the Civil War is idle, th e most logical motive is th e
slave qu estion. The covers shown are from corr espondences having more
than one cover and several have enclosed letters. A perusal of th e letters gives
one the idea th e writers had very strong feelings concerning the war. But , for a
Canadian to enlist, this probabl y should be expected .

The cover shown in Figur e 1 is one of two from an Andrew Graham (no
relation to the author, as far as is known) to his father in Canada. Thi s cover ,
which has no letter, was wri tten from the occupation of Vicksburg in Novem
ber of 1863. Addressed to Goderich, Upper Canada (the backstamps, chara cter
istic of all Canadi an covers, are shown as insets) from Vicksburg in Nove mber
of 1863, the cover was sent unpaid, but with a soldier's letter certification of
the major of the regiment, th e famou s 72nd lll inois Volunteer Infantry, or
"Board of Tr ade" regiment. Th e cover cou ld hav e been sent unpaid in any
case, since mails to Canada could be sent either wholly pr ep aid or totally un
paid , and collect at destination. Th e soldier 's letter cert ifica tion was not needed.
The cover bears a very nice Detroit exchange "Due" 10 marking of Nov. 26,
1863, but thi s is a restatement; the letter was correctly ra ted at th e Vicksburg
Federal occupa tion post office, which was operated by a P.O.D. Special Agen t
in charge of (probably) a few clerks drawn from th e Quart erm aster troops.
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Figure 1. From a soldier of the 72nd Illinois "Board of Trade" Regiment , to his father, at Goderich, Canada .

Another Vicksburg cover from the same correspondence contains a good
letter, in which the soldie r identifies the addressee as his fath er. In th at letter,
he advised he was sending to his fath er an alliga tor hid e to make a pair of boots,
as "they are the only thing that will keep out the water without having greese
[ sic] put on ." He went on to say, "This place is full of aligators and all sutch
vermin [sic]! "

Figure 2 illustrates a cover from New Orleans to Ea st Farnham, Canada
East, (now Quebec). The cover contains a letter datelined at Baton Rouge,
March 12, 1863, and at th e end of a long description of Baton Rouge ("the
capitol is th e only nice building her e, except it is burned out and is full of

f

Figure 2. From a member of the 5th U.S. (Regular Army ) Artillery, Battery G, at Baton Rouge, ta ., to his
"Folks at Home " in Canada.
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Figure 3. Another cover addressed 10 tha same person as the cover of Figure 2, but nol senl by the same
Federal soldier, as Ihe 51h U.S. Artillery, Battery G, was never al New Bern, N.C. The 10¢ stamp paid the
cross border rate to Canada .

grapes hot holes") the sende r, N. O. Thompson of th e 5th U.S. Artillery, Bat . G,
signs himself "Your absent son." Thi s cover, one of nine from Thompson in the
lot , all of which are unp aid , is simply marked with a handstamped "10" in an
oval, indicating th e 10¢ U.S.-Canadian postage was to be collected in Canada.
Subsequent letters from Th ompson tell of his participati on in the siege and
capture of Port Hudson.

Figure 3 is addressed to the same person as th e cover of Figure 2, but con
tains no letter. It is the only cover in the lot bearin g a stamp, and is in a dif
ferent hand and was sent from New Bern , N.C., in Feb. of 1864. Since the
5th U.S. Artill ery, Battery G, was never at New Bern during th e war , and
there are covers from N. O. Thompson from New Orleans as lat e as June, 1864,
it seems quite probable that another Thompson scion was in th e Civil War.

Figure 4 displays another N. O. Thompson cover, sent from Fort Hamilton,
New York, in Septemb er of 1864. Th e enclosed letter indicates th e battery had
just arrived from New Orleans. Like other N. O. Thompson covers , it is un paid.

t
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Figure 4. From Ihe same sold ier as Ihe cover of Figure 2, but senl from Fort Hamilton, New York.

Who else owns Federal soldier's letters to Canada?
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Review: Post Office Acts, 1710-1837 an d 1838-1844. Acts of Parliament relating
to the Post Office, from 9 Anne to 1 Victoria and 1 and 2 Victoria to 7 & 8 Vic
toria. Reprint editions, with no additions or deletions of original volumes pub
lished in 1838 and 1844. First volume is 449 pages, including index; second
volume is 112 pa ges. Both volumes handbound, in matching tan calf with buck
ram cloth sid es and gold lettering on red leath er titles. Published by the Britan
nia Stamp Bur eau , 21 Broomhill Road, Tiverton, Devon , England. Available in
the U.S. from Leonard Hartm ann, P.O. Box 21397, Louisville, Ky. 40221 at
$52.50 for the 1838 volume and $20.00 for the 1844 volum e, both postpaid.

These volumes include only the unrepealed acts, and to use to interpret
covers , additional data in the form of what U.S. collectors call the regulations
would be needed, in most cases, However, for those who wish origina l post
office documents , th ese volumes are a grand substitute, being printed in letter
press and having th e appearance, both insid e and outside , of being originals.
They are delightful examples of the bookmaker's art. The content , for those
interested in th e development of th e post in England, and, later, in the United
States, is of considerabl e interest. In the 1844 volume , particularly, the reader
can find many antecedants for U.S. postal laws and regulations, and there are,
of course, the usual "gems" for the postal historian in the forms of specific
foreign rates, such as the Act of 1 Victoria , 12 July, 1837. Recommended, for
students, book collectors, and above all, reference libraries. Editions are limited
to 300 sets.

Richard B. Graham

Ed itor's note: In the George Alevizos advertiseme n t appeari ng in the February 1978 Chro nicle,
the stam p photographs used were mistakenly trimmed and did not fairly represent the qu ality
of th e mat eri al offered .
PUBLIC AUCTION LATE JUNE

RARE STAMPS & POSTAL HISTORY

of the

United States
Offices in China

(Including Inward Mail)

Catalog $1.00 by mail.

George Alevizos
320 Wilshire Blvd ., Suite 307

Santa Monica, CA 90401 Tel : (213) 450·2543
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Buyer or Seller
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

Especially for
Specialists

. Bid by
Phone, by Mail,

or in person .
. . No charge
for executing

bids.

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N. and FOREIGN STAMPS

SELLERS:
BUYERS:

TO SECURE OUR NEXT AUCTION

CATALOG REMIT 75¢ (or) $1.50

FOR CATALOG AND PRICES REAL

IZED. I-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $8 .50

U.S. (OVERSEAS $12 .50) .

Our commission is only 20% of
price realized-no lotting charges,
but we do have minimums accept
able.
Cont act us, describing your material
before sending it to us. We can help
you decide whether to sell outright
or on consignment. With your de
scription, include your address and
telephone no.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!

Wm:q1ttS QL ~t4iff, Wr., ~nt.
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers A Estab lished 1947

NEW ADDRESS: 195 Main Street, Ridgefield, N.J . 07660
Telephones (201) 641 -5566 - From N.Y.C. (212) 662-2777
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THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
10¢ 1869 COVERS TO AND FROM CANADA
MICHAEL LAURENCE

INTRODUCTION
The U.S. 1O¢ stamp of 1869 is not commonly seen on covers to or from

Canada. My records show eight covers bearing 10¢ 1869 to Canada and four
covers bearing 10¢ 1869 from Ca nada . Because I have not tracked such covers
with special care, many more must exist. Respecting th e covers to Canada,
their scarcity, relative to th e uni verse of surviving 10¢ 1869 covers , is explained
by a look at th e rates. Effective 1 April 186R, the letter postage rate between
the U.S. and th e Dominion of Canada was 6¢ per half ounce on prepaid letters,
regardless of distan ce.' Most 1869 covers to Canada show the 6et or 3¢ pairs.

The Dominion of Canada, formed in 1867, initially consisted of Ontario
(form erly Upper Canada, often called "Canada West"), Quebec (formerly Lower
Canada), Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. Manitoba was added in 1870, Brit
ish Columbia (which had united with Vancouver Island in 1866) in 1871, and
Prince Edward Island in 1873. The remaining pieces of what we now know as
Canada were added during the 20th century."

Thus, th e geographical compl exion of Can ada was changing during th e
lifet ime of th e 1869 stamps. A postal history study, showing 1869 covers th at
illustrate th ese chan ges, would be most interesting. But based on the covers
we have recorded , such a study can't go very far with 1O¢ 1869. All eight covers
to Ca na da went to destin ations that were part of the original Confederation.
However, of th e covers from Canad a, three out of four came from Briti sh
Columbia before it joined the Domin ion. Th e fourth, orig inating in Montreal ,
was privately carried to New York City and posted from there to Germany.

COVERS TO CANADA
The covers to Can ada are listed in Appendix A. Note that five of the eight

cove rs are to Halifax, N.S., the Cana dian city that then had the closest commer
cial ties to U.S. seaboard cities. Two covers are to Quebec, one U.S. to Ontario .

. ~

Figure I. IO¢ 1869 on cover from Poughkeep,ie 10 Amherslburg, Canada We.I (Onl. rio). The IO¢ .Iamp over.
pay, Ihe 6¢ rate Ihal wenl inlo effect I April 1868.

1. U.S. M ai l, 358.
2. Low e, En cyclope di a of British Empire Postage Stam ps, Vol. 5, page 67.
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Th e cover to Ontario is illustrated as Figure 1. It is certainly not much to
look at, but is so far the only cover I record, showing a IO¢ 1869 used to the
Province of Ontario . My hope is to see more such covers at CAPEX.

The cover in Figure 1 is postmarked Poughkeepsie, March 16 (1871) and
shows 3~ strikes of the Poughkeepsie circular datestamp. Th e datestamp was
duplexed with a mute killer, and the clerk evidently had difficul ty getting
good str ikes of both markin gs while simultaneously tying the stamp. The cover
is addressed to "Amherstburg, Canada West." Amherstburg, Ontario , is about
20 miles south of Detroit. Th e prepaid rate, as noted, was 6¢, so th is cover
shows a 4¢ overpayment.

Figure 2 shows a doubl e rate, properly prepaid, here on a cover from
Providence to Halifax, bearing a 10¢ 1869 as well as a 2¢. This cover is from th e
Colonel Green collection (fifth sale, lot 116). Th e Providence double circle
reads "JUL 24:' and from other evidence we know that the yea r is 1870.
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Figure 2.2; 1869 plus 10; on a double-rale cover from Providence 10 Halifax, Nova 5colla.

Some of the covers listed 'in Appendix A are arguably of non-U.S. origin.
Th e third-listed item in Appendix A is described and partly illustrated in the
Knapp catalog as two 10¢ 1869s tied by a New York Steamship mark ing on a
cover from Cuba to Halifax. This cover recentl y rea ppeared, partly illustrated
as lot 202 in the Siegel sale of the David Baker covers. This is a fold ed cover that
originally contained contents now missing. It is a lovely cover, two fresh and
well centered stamps tied by two str ikes of the New York steamship marking
whose dates may say JUN 4. An oval Halifax backstamp shows "JU 7 1870."
Other than the markings just described, and the address, "To the Manager of
the Bank of British North America, Halifax, Nova Scotia," this cover is en
tirely devoid, inside and out , of contemporary markings. But someone has noted,
in pencil on the back flap : "Cardenas, Cuba to Nova Scoti a via New York." As
noted, the Knapp catalo g described this cover as originating in Cuba. The
Siegel description, commendably, doesn't make such an unequivocal claim, but
does note "Cuba origin indicated in pencil on reverse."

Th ere are man y mute covers like this one, bearing 10¢ 1869 and black
New York datestamps of the "STEAM SHIP" or ".-f..-" variety. If pencil notat ions
on the backsides of such covers are to be accepted as defining their origins, we
will soon be seeing 1O¢ 1869 covers from Palestine and the Marquesan Islands .

Incidentally, the cover dated March 24, 1870, in Appe ndix A is from th e
same correspondence as the Knapp-B aker cover, written on the same pap er in
the same hand, and equally mute as to origin. It bears a single 10¢ 1869 tied by
the black .single-circle New York datestamp with "+" at bottom. It seems in
every respect typical of an outgoing foreign-m ail cover, of the sort one fre
quently sees, bound for Halifax or the Caribbean. This cover happens to re-
Chronicle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30. No.2 12\



pose in my own collection , and needl ess to say, I will be profoundly grateful to
the scholar who can show it comes from Cuba. In the meantime, I record both
th ese cove rs as origin ating in New York.

The one cover in Appendix A that is undeniably used abroad is shown
as Fi gure 3: a cover fro m Hiogo, Jap an , to Quebec, be aring a 10¢ 1869 and a
vertical pair of the 2¢. Backstamps indicate San Francisco arr ival in mid-October
and Qu eb ec arr ival a week or so later. The P.M .S.S. Great Republic reached San
F rancisco 16 October 1870, car rying U.S. mails from Yokohama, pr esum ably
including this cover.

The proper rat e wa s 16¢: 10¢ transpacific postage and 6¢ U.S.-Canada .
Upon examinatio n, the cover in Figur e 3 shows evide nce of having lost a stamp.
Note, below th e lower 2¢ sta mp, th e hint of a circular marking, presumably
from yet another stri ke of the Hio go doubl e-circl e, which just tied a third 2¢
1869 sta mp th at subse que ntly disappeared . While this cover is technically
defective, it' s hardly some thing to throw out of bed . It was writte n up and
illu str ated man y years ag o in Pat Paragraphsi' 1 think it has long reposed in
Japan.

Figure 3. 10¢ 1869 , tied by Hiogo (Japan) double circle cancellation, plus a vertical pa ir of 2¢ 1869, also
struck by the double circle (thoug h the cancels may not show in this photo). The proper rat e here was 16¢ 
10¢ transpacific plus 6¢ U.S.·Canada. A third 2¢ 1869 stamp is presumed missing from this cover. To the right
of the word "Can.da", note the hint of the ou'e, rim of yet another double circle, which tied the missing stamp .

Th e cover in Fi gure 3 is unquestionably genuine, as are the five or six
other covers, bearing th e Hiogo double-circle, for which I've been able to
see photos. The same, alas , cannot be said for the large number of off-cover
sin gles bearing thi s ma rking . Many of them were faked in th e 1920s and 1930s,
during an era when a goo d mint copy of 1O¢ 1869 was worth less th an a cop y
used in Japan.

Th e first edi tion of the Scott Spec ializ ed Cata log, published in 1923, listed
mint 10¢ 1869 stamps at $8. Copies use d in Japan were listed at $8.50, copi es
cancelled in green were priced at $12.50, and copies bearing th e Supplementary
Mail (Ty pe A) cancel were valued at $15. Such disparities no longer exist, the
mint stamp now being va lued much higher than any of the prices listed for
cancellat ion varieties . However , for many years during the 1920s and 1930s,
premiums were paid, abo ve the value of the mint stamp, for certain used copi es,
creati ng potential economic gain from the pedestrian task of conve rting mint
sta mps into used ones (some thing that the post office does routinely, million s of
times a day). On e reason th e mint 1O¢ 1869 stamps are now mor e highly value d

3. Pat Paragraphs, p p . 1750-1751. The photo is th rou gh the courtesy of Milla rd Mack.
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is that, by virtue of all this recycli ng activity, they are much scarcer than they
were 50 years ago.

COVERS FROM CANADA
Given only eight 1O¢ 1869 covers to Can ad a, it seems remarkable that

there should be four such from Canada. But such curiositie s occasionally occur
with 10¢ 1869, which was extensively used abroad. (As an example, my rec
ords show that 10¢ 1869 covers from Chin a are three or four times more com
mon than 1O¢ 1869 covers to China, and covers to Japan are about as common
as covers from Japan.)

The four covers from Canada are listed in Appendix B. Three of them,
technically, aren't from Can ada at all. Th ey are from Victoria, Vancouver Island,
British Columbia-from the brief period (19 November 1866-20 July 1871) when
British Columbia and Vancouver were united as a single colony, but not yet
part of the Dominion." They are, in fact , Canadian "terr itorial" covers , which
by a joint quirk of geography and history necessarily had to bear U.S. stamps.

Without resounding success, I have tried to assemble data on U.S.-Vancouver
postal relationships during the lat e 1860s and early 1870s. There is an awesome
lack of statutory document ation on the Vancouver side, as the following should
make clear.

On 24 March 1865, Vancouver Postmaster Henry Wootten sent a memo to a
newly appointed postmaster , which has survived, in which Wootten described
the rates of postage then in effect between Vancouver and certain foreign des
tinations. Each rate was noted as "including Colonial postage of 5¢." Two dif
ferent rates were quoted for covers to the U.S.: an 8d rate to "Californ ia" and a
15¢ rate to "United States ." These rates , so far as I can ascert ain, were still in
effect in 1869-1870.5

However, they seem to have been arrived at , over the years, without any
official basis . Apparently a copy of Wootten's rate letter reached the provincial
governor, who asked for an explan ation . In a letter of 7 Jun e 1865, addressed
to the Colonial Secretary, Wootten wrote:

SIR,-I have the honou r to inform you for th e inform at ion. of th e Governor
His Excell en cy that th ere are no Rules or Regulations under wh ich this Department
is conducted, nor have I received any bu t ver ba l ins tru ctions as Postmaster.

I furth er beg to sta te that I know of no authorit y by whi ch th e differ en t ra tes
of postage are fixe d and levied .

. . . [T] he only in structions I received with regard to the rat es of postage
were th ose charged by th e officia ting Postm aster when I too k cha rge .6

There was confusion on the U.S. side as well. Th e first mention of Van
couver Island, as a destination, that I find in U.S. Mail, is in the January 1867
issue, while the original Confederation (of which Vancouver was not a part)
was being formed. On page 302, under "Answers to Correspondents" we find:
"Postage to Vancouver's Island: Prepayment of postage to Vancouver's Island
is optional." This of course would imply a postal treaty between the two nations,
a condition that did not exist. In the next issue, February 1867 (page 306), a
correction was published, this time in the editorial section. "Postage to Van
couver's Island-The postage on letters to Vancouver's Island is 1O¢ per half
ounce-prepayment compulsory. The paragraph on this subject in our 'Answers
to Correspondents' last month should have read that postage was 'not optional' ."
And in that same February issue , for the first tim e, Vancouver's Island was listed
as a destination in the rate chart-prepayment 1O¢ per half ounce, compulsory.
This rate continued to appear in the monthly rate charts until 1 July 1870,
when the treaty rate of 6¢ per half ounce went into effect. As noted, the rate
from the U.S. to Canada was reduced from 1O¢ to 6¢ on 1 April 18B8-but Van
couver was not then part of Canada, so the 1O¢ ra te continued.

4. Low e, op . cit ., 553-557.
5. Alfred Stanley Deavill e, Th e Colonial Postal Syst ems and Postage Sta mps of Vancouv er

Island and British Colu m bia, 1849-187/ , Legislative Assembly, Vic toria , B.C., 1928. This is
really a remarkable book, whose conten t is a lmost exclus ively based on archival letters. I was
totally unfamiliar with thi s book until ou r Ge nera l Ed itor brought it to my atten tion . A very
worthwhile source for th e subject at hand. The refer ence cited is from page 102.

6. Ib id., 102-103.
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Whether th e 10¢ rate to Vancouver during 1867-1870 was a holdover from
th e 1O¢ rat e th at applied between the U.S. and the Canadian provinces that mad e
up the origin al confederacy, or whe the r it was another applicat ion of the "blanket
rate" enac ted by Congress in 1864, to apply to letters carried from the U.S. to
non-treaty destinations served by regularly scheduled steamships," need not con
cern us here. The answe r may well be that both explana tions apply.

In any event, th e rate from U.S. to Vancouver during this period was
clearly 1O¢ per half ounce, all retained by the U.S. (Local postage should theo
retically have be en collected in Vancouver , but often it wasn't. Sometimes, wh en
it was, the proceeds were never turned over to the provincial treasury.) And
th e rate from Vancouver to the U.S.- if we can believe the 1865 rate chart that
was pa ssed on verbally to postmaster Wo otten by his pred ecessor-was 5¢
colonial postage plus 1O¢ U.S. In the absence of any treaty, at least the U.S.
portion had to be paid by U.S. sta mps. As both the original documents " and the
surviving covers make clear, thi s practice was frequent.

What th en of the 8¢ rate (5¢ colonial postage plus 3¢ U.S.) to California?
I think th is is th e Vancouver postmast ers' official expression of the th en
prevalent dominance of th e express companies in the handling of the large
volume of correspondence between Vancouver and northern California. An ex
press-carried cover, if th e rules were properly obeyed, would bear a 5¢ B.C.
adhesive plus a 3¢ U.S., on an express company envelope. Typically, Wells
Fargo provided their own franked U.S. 3¢ entires, so the U.S.P.O. got its due.
However, th e re quisite 5¢ British Columbia postage was frequently not applied.
This 8¢ rate is even more chimerical when one considers it does not refl ect th e
express compan y charge-often $1 or more. However , such charges were pre
sumably of no con cern to Postmaster Wootten,

The th ird cover listed in Appendix B is illustrat ed on page 241 of Ch ronicle
88 and again on page 108 of Chronicle 90. Read ers who have Chronicles handy
should look at it . It sho ws a 5¢ B.C. overprint (perf 14) used in combination
with a 10¢ 1869. Just what one would expect, given the facts above. The B.C.
stamp is tied by the appropriate blue numeral 35 marking, and both stamps
are tied by two strikes of a San Francisco cds (April 19) duplexed with a dis
tinctive four-wed ge killer known to hav e be en used at San Francisco during th e
spring of 1870. I said about this cover in Chronicle 88 that it "is legitimately a
combination use, from th e last few months of the period during which U.S.
stamps as well as British Columbian stamps were required to fully pr epay a
cover from B.C . to th e U.S."

The cover in Fi gure 4, addressed to Stockton, Me., and clearly showing
May 23, 1870, tends to contradict my earlier assertion, in that it does not
bear a B.C. stamp. Nor , in fact, does the third Victoria cover listed in Appendix
B. The time period is right, because the postal treaty that eliminated th e need
for mixed-franking on these covers was to go into effect a few weeks later, on
1 July 1870.9

On the cover in Figure 4, the 10¢ 1869 stamp stands alone. Since the cover
was clearly posted in Victoria, we must ask how the B.C. portion of the rate
was paid. This question may never be answered satisfactorily. There are a
gre at many covers from Vancouver during this period where the Colonial por
tion of th e rate seems to disappear into th e thin Pacific air. We can offer two
tentative explana tions. First, noting the 1O¢ 1869 stamp, the postmast er simply
tossed the letter into the U.S.-bound bag without requesting local posta ge from
th e sender. Second, and perhaps more likely given the checkered history of
postal administration in Vancouver during the early yea rs of the island's coloni
zation, the postmaster pocketed 5¢ B.C. postage paid by cash, and then tossed
th e letter into th e same bag without botherin g to put a stamp on it. Lester
Downing, who once own ed thi s cover, leaned toward the second expl anation.
On earlier Victoria covers, the B.C. postage was frequently paid in cash, usually

7. Ch ron icle 86: 103.
8. Deavill e , op. cit ., 66. 143, 174.
9. U.S. Statu tes-at -Large, 1115-1117; sum marized a t U.S. Mai l, 470.
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Figure 4. 10¢ 1869, tied in pen, on cover from Vieloria, 8rit ish Columbia, May 23, 1870, via Port Townsend,
Washington Territory, to Stockton, Maine. The U.S.·British Columbia postal treaty, which was to eliminate the
need for U.S. franking on such covers, went into effect 1 July 1870, five weeks after this cover was posted.

indicated by one of the distinctive oval Victoria handstamps (whereupon th e
postmaster also pocketed the cash}!"

An interesting feature on the cover in Figure 4 is th e Port Townsend (Wash
ington Territory) marking. Covers from Victoria· during this period usu ally show
San Francisco markings.

According to Deaville, as early as January 1861, du e to uncertainties in
th e coastal steamer service between San Francisco and Victoria, "the letters and
pap ers from Canada and the eastern United Stat es, which formed a considerable
portion of the Coloni es' correspondence, began to tr avel exclusively by the
American government's new Pacific Coast overl and route from Sacramento via
Portland to Port Townsend, wh ence they were brought to Victoria by the
steamer Eliza Anderson."ll The Eliza Anderson was presumably long gon e by the
time the cover in Figure 4 passed from Victoria to Port Townsend, but th e gen
eral principles still prevailed. Apparently, during the decad e of the 1860s, th e
overland service co-existed with the steamer ser vice to. San Francisco, though
as the U.S. transcontinental railway network developed , steamer service was
progressively less used .

CONCLUSION

In writing thes e words for this special issue of th e Chronicle, I have ven
tured far from my field of expertise. Surely I have committed many errors of fact
or interpretation. Please help corr ect the record if you can. On e who specializes
in 1O¢ 1869, by and large, sees covers and correspondence concerning effete
commerci al or social matters connecting the patrician northeast with decadent
Europe. This is th e first study I've done relating to expresses, miners, chinamen ,
whores, gamblers, gold-dust, criminals, caribou and all those other elements
th at contributed in the estab lishment of our wes tern fro ntier. I'm happy th ere's
only a handful of 10<1 1869 covers that make thi s connection. If more existed, I
would spend my time writing western novels, at the expense of postal history.

A grea t collection could conceivably be made, of U.S. 1869 covers, illustrat
ing th e political development of western Can ad a. There are many unanswered
qu estions, especially from the period of th e 1869 sta mps. Express company
covers with 3<1 1869 should shed light on the spe culations above. Mayb e th e
covers bear 3<1 1861 or 3¢ Bank note, but th ey would still help us understand
what actually happened duri ng thi s fascinat ing and largely un documented period
of American frontier history.

10. Deavill e, op. cit ., 71 -77.
II. Ib id ., 72-73.
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APPENDIX A: 101 1869 COVERS TO CANADA
Dat e

Ma r 24 1870
Ma r 31 1870
J un 4 1870
Ju l 24 1870
Sep ?? 1870

? ? 1870
Ma r 6 1871
J an I I 187?

O rigi n / Destinat ion

:\,YC/ H a li fax
NYC /H alifax
NYC/ Halifax
Provid en ce/Ha lifax
H iogo / Quebec

? / H a lifax
Poughkeepsie / O nta rio
Washington D.C./ Mon treal

Sta n,!p(s)

lOe 1869
10¢ 1869
(2) IDe 1869
10¢ + 2¢ 1869
10e + (2) 2¢
10c 1869
10e 1869
IOe 1869

Source

Herst 3· 14-72, lot 415
Siegel 11-29-72, lo t 422
Knapp II , 1728; Baker 202
Figu re 2
Figure 3
Siege l 10-25-67, lot 381
Figure I
Scott Ga llagher

Feb 12 1870
Ma r 15 1870
Apr 12 1870

May 23 1870

APPENDIX B: 101 1869 COVERS FROM CANADA
Mo n tr ea l / Nu rn berg, Gel'. 10c 1869 ex Margaret Wunsch
Victoria , B.C./ S. F. 10¢ 1869 Sam Pa ige 12-9-60, lot 324
Victori a , B.C./New London , 10e 69, 5¢ B.C. Ch ronicle l<8 :240-241; 90:108.
Pa.
Victo ria , B.C./ Stockt on , Me. I Oe 1869 Figure 4
1869 NOTES
• This section needs help from collectors who have domestic covers from Phil a
de lphia to New York between 1868 and 1871. Jim Schreiber, RA 1478, wrote
an article in Chronicle 90 about the 27 mm. DI SPATCH ED PHILAD'A. PA.
sing le circle marking seen on covers from Philly to New York City during the
period mentioned. Since th en , Jim has garnered many more cover citations and
some additional insigh t. However, before he can do a definitive follow-up , he
needs information about comparable cover s th at don't show th e dispatched
marking. So if you have a domestic cover, from Philad elphia to New York City,
between 1868 an d 1871, tha t doesn't bear th e dispatched marking, send Jim a
Xeroxed copy. His address is 3155 Lakehaven Dr ., Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105.
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS - USPCS - SPA

- OLD U.S. COVERS-

WCS

CSA - USCC - APC

Phone: 513/831·6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SELL OLD U.S., FOREIGN

AND CON FEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Your Collection Our Best"
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.......-SothebyParke Bernet-..
StampAuction

a Sale at Auction to be held in Toronto

THE JUHRING ESTATE: PART I
Sold by Order of The Executors

A major co llectio n of United Sta tes 1869 issues , incl ud ing : p roo fs,
essays, st amps, cance llation s, and cover s co m prisi ng usages and ra te s

Auction: Wednesday, June 14
To be held in Tor ont o in conjunc tio n wit h CAPEX

O n view ' in To ron to : at CAPEX Internati ona l Postage Sta m p Exhib ition
• in New Yo rk: May 31, Jun e 1 and 2 at 980 Madiso n Ave nue

Illustrated catalogue $4/$5 with pri ces real ized· Or de r ca ta log ue
wi th che ck enclosed to So thebv Park e Bernet Stamp Auctio n Co ., Inc. ,

158 Dee r Hill Avenue, Danbury, Co nnectic ut 06810 tel. 203/743-4458

15e 1869 Type I & 30e 1869 cover
to France

THE HOMAN ESTATE: PART III
Sold by Order of the Morgan Guaranty Trust Company of New York, Executors

Featuring: British North Ame rica includin g Can ad a, Newfound land ,
Nova Scoti a, and Prince Edward Islands; Western Euro pe including Ita ly,

Spain, Portugal , and Germ any
Auction: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,

June 20, 21 and 22 at 980 Madison Avenue, New York
On view ' in Tor ont o : Jun e 10-18 at the CAPEX Interna tio nal Postag e Stamp

Show, th e Toronto Conve nt io n Ce nte r
• in New York : fro m June 19 a t 980 Mad iso n Aven ue

Illustrate d ca ta log ue $5 wi th pri ces rea liz ed ' O rde r by sale name
wi th ch eck enclosed to Sot he by Parke Bernet Stam p Aucti o n Co ., Inc.,

158 Dee r Hill Ave nue, Danbu ry, Ct. 06810 te l. 203-743-4458

We are currently accepting property for fu ture sales
Available for appraisals and guidance on philatelic properties

SothebyParke Bernet Stamp AuctionCo,Inc.
158 DEER HILL AVENUE DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810 203/743-4458
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
THE THREE CENT GREENS OF 1870-1882
MORRISON WAUD

The 3¢ stamps of 1870-1882 offer a marvelous opportunity for study and
spe cia lization for a number of reaso ns. First , because there are so many stamps
available covering th e four different an d distinguishable issues from 1870 through
1882. Second, becau se the price is right as the stam ps are common since the
fir st class rate for domestic postage was three cents during th at entire period.
Third, becaus e there are so many varieties to be had . Fourth, because there are
so man y interesting can cell at ions to be found includi ng "fancies," particularly
during th e 1870-76 period. "Fancies" are considerabl y rarer used during the
1877-82 period, primaril y due to the increasing use by postm asters of standard
cancelling devices. Fifth, because essays, plate and die proofs, trial color proofs,
"specimen" overprints , examples on colored chemical pap ers are available, albe it
expe nsive th ese days, to dress up the collection of the specialist, particularly with
national or international exhibitions in mind. Sixth , because the period from
1870 until the ad vent of th e Universal Postal Union 5¢ rate for most for eign mail
effective July 1, 1875, presents a fertile field for the posta l historians to collect
an d research 3¢ greens used on covers to var ious foreign cou ntries and represent
ing the multiplicity of ra tes then in effect. Combi nat ion covers with stamps of
foreign countries are of particular interes t. Examples of 3¢ greens used on
foreign mail origina ting in New York Cit y during that period provid e a special
field of their own to see how many of the more than 130 different types of
N.Y.F .M. ca ncella tions can be found on the 3¢ green. Figure 1 is a good ex
ample of a pair of 3¢ greens on a letter to France via England use d to pr ep ay
the rat e to E ng land with France to collec t 5 decim es (9¢) from the addressee.
D omestic uses of th e 3et green are also important to illustrat e postal history in a
spe cialized collec tion . Territorial, ra ilroa d, steamboat, streetca r, postage du e
and ma ny other uses and markings ad d greatly to the breadth and interest of
such a coll ection.

Figure 1. Pair of 3¢ use d to France via England.

About 30 years ag o the late B.F. Enelow, pr oprietor of the Colonial Stamp
Company in Chicago, bought an extensive collection of 3¢ greens-all off cover.
After removing a few very fine fancy cancellat ions, most of which were priced
under a dollar, you could take your pick of the rest at ten cen ts each. I spe nt
hours pourin g over the collection and pick ed several hundred well-centered
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copies with clearly struck cancellations which became the basis of my 3~ green
collection, to which I am still adding tod ay. It included many well-struck num
erals complete from 1 to 30, various colored cancellations, "Paids,' "Wheels of
Fortune," "Bulls-eyes," railroad agents , stitch wa termarks, double papers, im
print, plate number and arrow guide line copies, and oversi zed stamps. In
lookin g at them recently it reminded me of a lot of fu n expe rienced, and some
knowledge gained from a common stamp. Ergo this ar ticle. Another old timer
who helped add to my collect ion was Ernest R. Jacobs. Ernie always just
seemed to hav e a few 3rt greens to tease me with an d usually they turned out to
be for sale. What an eye he had for a beautiful stamp, rega rdless of value.

Figur. 2. Crackod pl.'. fl aw on 1873 34'.

In researching the 3rt greens I found a very scholarly an d exhaustive 26
page pamphlet by H. L. Wile y entitled Th e U.S. 31:. Green 1870-1887. It con
tains a wealth of information on the 3rt gree ns including a detailed study of
the thickn esses of the various papers used. It is a must for any collector who
wishes to study the 3rt green. Sloane's Column contains many interesting notes
on doubl e impressions, double transfers, cracked plates and oth er varieties. I
have listed in the bibli ography other sources 1 rev iewe d and from which I have
freely borrowed.

Figure 3. Heart and ." ow cancellati on on Vale ntine cov er from Waterbury, Conn.

Th e four issues of the 3rt green are:
a) The 3rt National Bank Note Comp any hard paper printings of 1870-73,
both grilled and ungrilled.
b) The 3rt Continental Bank Note Company hard paper and intermediate
paper printings of 1873-78 with a secret mark to dist inguish from the Na
tional printings.
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c) The 31 American Bank Note Compan y soft paper printings of 1879-81.
d) The 31 American soft paper re-engra ved printings of 1881-82.

There were two special pr intings of the 31 green-the Continenta l printin g on
hard pap er in 1875 of th e 31 1873 issue and the American printing on soft
paper in 1880 of the 1879 issue. They are very rare with a combined total of
onl y 267 issued according to the Post Office Department records, wh ich were
not divided between the tw o issues. The American special printing is considered
th e rarer; it is also the more difficult to identify.

Th e 31 greens of the 1870, 1873, and 1879 issues exist imperforate but should
be collecte d only in pair s as greatly oversize d copies of th e perforat ed stamps
are found, th e perforations of which are sometimes cut off by un scrupulous
persons and represented as imperfora te copi es. Oth er varieties found on th e 31
greens are double and short transfers, cracked plat es and double impressions on
th e 31 1870 and 1873, grills on the 31 1870, and experime ntal grills on the 31
1873. In addition double I?aper and an experimental cogwheel pu nch on double
paper are found on th e 3¢ 1873. The 31 re-engraved of 1881 is found with eight
sma ll holes in a circle-an experimental use to try to prevent washing off cancel
lations an d re-use. Fi gur e 2 illustrates an unusual wid e crac k on a 31 1873.

J
Figure 4. Masonic cancellalio\,
on 3 j' .

Figure 5 . A group of "fancies" on 3, gr••ns.

F ancy cancellations abound on the 31 1870 and 1873 issues. Here we find a
number of Waterbury cancellat ions including a heart pierced by an arr ow on
a Valen tine cover (F igure 3). The New York Foreign Mail cancellations have
alrea dy been mentioned . We find several types of New York mask and St. Louis
eagle cance lla tions, many diff erent jack-o-lan terns, skull and crossbones, many
Masonic typ es (F igure 4), animals, shields, flags, anchors, eagles, insects, and
numerous others. Fi gure 5 illustr ates an interesting "cat" canc ellati on along
with three other "fancies." Th e famous United Sta tes collection of Saul New 
bury, which was auc tioned by Robert A. Siegel many years ago, containe d
numerous examples of fancy cancellatio ns. Figure 6 shows a fine example from
that collectio n of a Pitt sburgh shield.

Any spe cialized collection could well include th e different sha des of th e
various types of 31 greens. With the exception of th e 3cl olive green of th e
1873 issue , th e shades listed in Scott 's U.S. Specialized Catalogue are not hard to
find. Changelings exist an d are sometimes offere d as the olive green shade. I
have seen only one cop y of wha t 1 would call the true olive green sha de . It was
in th e collection of Roland Hu stis, an old time collector from Milwaukee.

Certa inly examples of th e various types of pap er on the various issues
should be ide ntified and included in any specialized collection. Here we fin d
the hard pap er, double paper , int ermedi at e paper, soft pap er, th in translucent
paper, thick papers, and horizontal and vert ical ribbed papers.

This art icle has not attempted to review in any depth the postal history
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Figure 6. Pittsburgh shield on coye, Irom Newbury coll ect ion .

aspects of the uses of the 3¢ greens. Suffice it to say that the field is limitless
and fascinating. Perh aps some postal history buff will grace thi s Bank Note
column with an article on the 3¢ greens from a posta l history point of view.
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RAILROAD POSTMARKS

CHARLES L. TOWLE, Editor
A PUZZLING RAILROAD COVER
CHARLES L. TOWLE

This month our feat ur e is a cover , long known to collectors, that poses a
difficult problem to stu de nts of both Canadian and U.S. railway markings. This
cover (Fi gu re 1) has a 26~ mm. bl ack "NEWP. TO RICHF. RR NOV. 3" and
is addressed to B.M.R Nelson, Esq., Barton, Vt. Barton was a town and sta tion
on the Connecticut and Passum psic Rivers RR located 15 miles south of New
port. The cover carries a pair of Canada 3¢ (Scott 37) tied by black concen tric
ring killers and is backstamped "Montreal, C. E., Nov. 3, '74" in small black cir
cle.

To those long accu stomed to the design of U.S. route agent markin gs th e
styl e of thi s "NEW P. TO RICHF. RR" marking is clearl y similar to those
furnished U.S. route ag ents . On th e other hand the closely spaced mu ltiple rin g
killers tying th e stamps are identical in style to tho se used by many Canadian
postoffices. Shawl catalogued the marking as Canadian, giving it Ser ial No.
Q-177C, type 5b , with a rar ity factor of 200, or exceedingly rare. Ludlow" re
peat ed Shaw's catalogue listin g but for some reason reduced th e rarity factor to
170. Gillam in his fin e write-up of Ca nadian railways" advises that Q-177C,
"Newp ort to Richford RR" refers to the American [sicl section of the C.P.R.
line between Newport and the province line.

Figure 1. Pa ir of 31' Canadian Small Queens on cover to Vermont w ith "NEWP. TO RICHF. R.R." postmark.

The are a of Qu eb ec east of the St. Lawrence River extending northerly from
the border was kno wn as the Eas tern Townships. The first ra ilroad to be built
into thi s area was the Stanstead, Shefford and Chambly Railwa y. This road was
incorpora ted Apr. 22, 1853, to bu ild from Montreal to Stanstead, a small village
on the boundar y line east of Lake Memphremagog. "Work commenced at St.

l. T .P .G . Shaw, T ile Handbook and Catalog ue ('f Canodian T ransportation Postmarks
(Royal Phila tel ic Soci e ty of Ca nada . 1963) .

2. Lewi s M . Lud low , reviser and edi tor, T he Gatalogue Sect ion of the H an dbook of
Canadian T ran spo rtatiin Post marks by T .P.G . Sha w (R. I' .o . Study Group of fi NAl' S, 19i 5) .

3. L.F . G illam , A H ist ory of Canudia n H .P.O .'s (pr ivarelv print ed, 196i ) .
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Johns in 1858 and was completed in 1859 to C ra nby, 28 miles. About 1861 th e
ra ilroad was extended 15 miles far ther eas t to Waterloo. It was leasecl to Ver 
mont Central Ry. (USA) in 1864 putti ng it under control of a lin e com peti tive
with the Connecticut & Passum psic Rivers R.R of Vermont.

In 1866 th e South E astern Counties Junction Railway was incorporated to
build from a point on th e Stanstead, Shefford & Ch ambly R~. to a poi.nt on
the province line in th e Township of Potton, Queb ec. Construction started m the
spring of 1870 between W est F arnham and North Troy on th e boundary. T.he
line wa s completed and opened for traffic to Richford, Vt. , June 10, 1872, with
through cars from Montreal via Gr and Trunk Ry . t~ St. Johns and th e. S .~ . &
G.Ry. to West Farnham. Figure 2 shows an interest!I?g meme~to of thi s hne
a black ring corner card of the South Eastern Counties junction Ry. on cover
from Knowlton , Queb ec, to Plymouth, .H. April 1, 1868. This cover has a
nice Canada 10¢ (Scott 17) with black stra ight line PAID; th e stamp overpays by
4¢ as April 1 was th e first day of th e 6¢ reduced rate.

Figure 2. Corner card 01 South Ea.tern Counti•• Junct ion Railway with Canadian 10, Prince Albert.

The construction of an extens ion to th is lin e to a junction with the Connecti
cut & Passumpsic Rivers RR at Newport, Vt., was insp ired by th e desir e of
that ra ilroa d, blocked in oth er directions by th e Vermont Central, to have a
share in through Montreal-Boston traffic. As th e only practical route between
Richford and Newport invol ved crossing and recrossin g th e boundary lin e, a
new company had to be form ed to build the Vermont sections . The Missisquoi
and Clyde Rivers RR was incorporated in th e State of Vermont Nov. 11, 1869,
for this purpose and was evide ntly controlled by interest s of both th e Connecti
cut & Passumpsic Rivers Co. and its Canadi an counte rpart a t various times and
through various arrange ments. Inform ation on th e Missisquoi & Clyd e River is
very difficult to find but it was completed Feb. 1873, and regular through serv 
ice from Montreal to Newport and Boston commenced July 1, 1873. The Rich
ford-Newport section of the lin t , with which we are concerned , was 32 miles
long (shown in heavy line on map , Figure 3) an d was operat ed by th e Can adian
company. It serve d th e Verm ont towns of Richford, North Troy, and Newport
Centre and the Queb ec towns of Glen Sutton and Man sonvill e Station. At th e
time under discu ssion two Ca nadian rail way markings wer e employed on a
portion of this route, being Shaw Nos. Q111 and Q112, Mont. & Mans. Ry .
(Montreal and Mansonville). Th ey are both quite rare.

In 1873 th e South Eastern Counties Junction Ry. purchased th e Richelieu,
Drummond and Arthabasca Ry. (Sore l-Drummondville) and th e two railroads
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Figu re 3. Map showing location of r.il line from Richford to New porJ .

were amalgamated as th e Southeastern Ry. Co. The Southeastern was operated
under lease by the Connecticut & Passump sic Rivers RR. for a short period
(1875-76) and always ha d close working ar range me nts with the U.S. road. It was
not a profitable line, ho wever , and after man y yea rs of deficit and haphazard
op eration it was finally taken over by the Montreal and Atlantic Ry. (a Canadian
Pacific subsidiary) in 1891.

It would be very useful if we had information on just how mail service
was conducted on this Richford- Newport international line, but such is not avail
able. Annual Rep orts of the P.M.G. show that as of June 30, 1873, a contract ex
isted bet ween the P.O.D. and Missisquoi & Clyde Rivers RR for mail service
over 31.4 mil es of line (although mu ch of thi s was in Canad a) with 6 trips per
week. In 1874 Ce ntra l Vermont RR was shown as oper ator but this is probably
an error. From 1875 to 1881 the Missisquoi & Clyde Hivers RH. continued as
contractor until succee de d in 1882 by the Southeastern Ry.

From the U.S. Register we learn that as of Sept. 30, 1873, W . C. Harding of
Vermont was mai l route messenger between Richford and Newport, Vt., at $600
annua l salary. In 1875 Chester \V. Searle was shown as route agent from St.
Albans via Richford to Ne wpor t and continued in this position for some years .
In 1881 route agent Ell sworth Barnum worked from Richford to Newport, but
in 1883 service was sho wn as covered bv the Richford , Vt., and Concord, N.H .,
Railway Post Office. It can be assumed ' tha t some tim e in late 1873 or 1874 the
Richford-Newport run was change d from Mail Rout e Messenger to Haute Agent
status. If tim etables for 1874 are corr ect it wou ld not have been possible for
one route agent to work th e St. Albans-Richford-Newport run in one da y due to
improper connections at Hichford . Wheth er or not the U.S. route agent did any
local work on the Ca na d ian section of the line we do not know, but it is most
likely that he did not fun ction until the bord er was recrossed and that the
Canadi an clerk also did no local work between Abe rcorn and Glen Sutton on his
Montreal-Mansonville run.

A reason abl e interpretati on of the "NEWP. TO HICHF. RR" marking
necessitat es a look at th e 1874 Southeas tern Ry, tim etab le (Figure 4). Note that
the train to Montreal arrived at that point afte r the departure of train for New
port so th at a "double-back" cover with Montreal backstamp would have not
been possible except in th e unlik ely event of a dat e er ror. Th e pair of Canadian
stamps is lightly tied by the typica l Canadi an multiple rin g killers.

We believe th at thi s cover origina ted at a Canadian post office outside of
Montreal before Nov. 3 and that th e stamps were cance lled with ring killers
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Figure 4. Port ion of 1874
Southeastern Railways time·
table.

.._----
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but that the town marking was not struck up, possibly du e to extreme left hand
position of the stamps. The letter then moved to Mon trea l where it was b ack
stampe d and th rown into a closed pouch of U.S. mail via Richford. A clerk on th e
eastbound train through Quebec wou ld not have handled it as it was close d
pouch mail until delivered to U.S. route agent at Richford . At that point the
Richford -Newport route agent boarded the trai n to complete his day's rou nd
trip run and opened the U.S. pouch to sort mail ou t for way poin ts an d connec
tions. As he went through the pouched mail he noticed this letter had no post
mark and applied his Nov. 3 set "NEWP. TO RI CHF . R.R." marking and placed
letter in pouch for Newport and points south.

This particular marking was ca taloged in the Towle-Meyer book as 36-A-1.
Further confirm at ion of list ing as a U.S. railway ma rking is from Lo t 1061 in the
Wyer sale of 1977 in which the same marking is found on cover with U.S. No.
158 on cover with a Richford, Vt., corner card .

We invit e reader comm en ts on this most interesting "across the bord er and
back" cover . Previous interpreta tions have ignored the Montreal backstamp
of same da te but assuming da te logos are correct , the explanation given seems
to be most logical possibility. Your Editor wou ld like to ackno wledge the con
tribution of Richard Graham in the stud y of this excee dingly rare mark ing and
usage.

Add itional References
Annual R ep ort s of u.s. Postmaster General, 1873-83.
Federal R egister, 1873, 1875 , 1877. 1879, 1881, 1883.
Brown , Robert R . Th e Southeastern R ailway . Rail way x; Locom ot ive H istor ical Socie ty . Bu lle ti n

No ..49, 1939.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specia lize in covers of the wo rld . We have a co m p re he nsive stock of
" Confed e rate cove rs . In United States, w e st ock Tran s-Atlant ic, Registered,

Special Del ivery and other speci a l usages . We usually have a few Terri
to ria ls and Westerns, and w e are st rong in Haw aii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Naples, Florida 33940

Tel. (813) 262-6226
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc . Editor
SOME NOTES ON CANADIAN TRANSATLANTIC MAILS
VIA THE UNITED STATES

SUSAN M. McDONALD
Geo graphy was an importa nt factor in the development of transatlantic

mail services between Canad a and Great Britain in the 19th century. A map of
th e Atlantic seaboard clearly shows that the comm erci al centers of Up per and
Lower Canada-Montreal, Kingston, Toronto, etc.-were mor e readily accessible
over U.S. terr itory from Boston or New York than by the long overland route
over British territory from Halifax, Nova Scotia. These considerations underlay
the first postal agreement between Canada and the Uni ted States in March of
1792.

This understanding pro vided for carriage in closed mail s over U.S. ter ritory
of British-Canadian mail carried by Fa lmouth packet to and from New York. A
British (this term included Can adian) officer could accom pa ny the locked mail
po uch and the Ca nadian Deputy Postmas ter General cer tified the amo unt of
U.S. postage and accounted for it to the U.S. Post Office Department (less 20 per
cen t commis sion) on ma ils sent or received.

Figure 1. London to Montreal , Dec. 3, 1795, by packel Irom Falmoulh 10 New York. Packel pOl la ge 01 1/.
prepa id. AI Monlreal raled "1 /7" due lor 20¢ U.S. (1/ .) and Can . ral e 01 7d cy. llnes to Montreal .

A cover from London to Montreal transported by this method is shown in
Fi gure 1. The packet postage of 1/ - stg . was prepaid. Th e postage from New
York to the border was 20¢, equal to 1/ - Can ., to wh ich was added Can. pos tage
of 7d from the lines to Montreal, total 1/7 cy, due. This amount was calculated
and marked by the Montrea l P.O. There was no ship lett er fee, no New York post
mark, and no handling or rating at the New York P.O.

This arrangeme nt continued into the 1820s except for an interruption dur
ing the War of 1812. To judge by surv iving covers, which are quite scarce to and
from Upper and Lower Canada, it was used with steadily decreasing frequency.
The chief reasons for declin e in packet mail were rising packet rat es, slow and
unreliable service, and competition from American sailing vessels from U.S.
ports. In 1826 both New York and Halifax were dropped as ports of call for the
Falmouth mail packets. Halifax was later restored , but New York never was .
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Figure 2. Liverpool to Montreal, July 23, 1818. Double le«er by private ship via New York Aug. 28. U.S.
postage 39¢ (31¢ double rate and 2¢ ship fee) was equal to 2/.. Can. postage 1/6 (twice 9d rate lines to
Montreal, eff . 1815.4 /30/1819), total 3/6.

A substantial part of Can. transatlantic mail still went via the United States,
but in the open mail. Can. and U.S. postage were required to be prepaid on
letters sent. or collected in Canada on those received. Such letters show evi
dence of th eir passage in the open mail: U.S. ship letter fees and markings on
westbound mail and British on eastbound; U.S. and Can. postage sep arately
stated; and often transit postmarks. The cover in Figure 2, a double letter dated
1818, shows receipt at New York as a ship letter, rated 39\i U.S. du e. Fi gure 3
illustrates an 1836 letter from Toronto directed via New York and prepaid "9 &
25" (the Can. amount includes ferriage). It was landed at Portsmouth as a ship
letter.

Figure 3. Toronto to London, Dec. 1, 1836. Postage of 9d Can. (including 2d ferriage) and 2S¢ U.S. peld to New
York. Despatched by private ship and received at Ports mouth as a ship letler, rated 1/4 due - 6d ship letler
fee and 8d inland .

With the institution of Cunard packet serv ice in July 1840, Can. transatlantic
mail by private ship via U.S. ports declined sharply, except for the occasional
ship letter by private steamship, such as the Great W estern. Under the original
Cunard arra ngement mails for Upper and Lower Canada were landed at Hali
fax and transported overland or partIy by coastal vessel into th e St. Lawrence
an unsatisfactory system delayin g receipt by several days. Urgent letters were
sometimes sent via the United States; the cover in Figure 4 was directed to
"Montreal via Boston." Although carri ed by Cunard packet and prepaid the
usual 1/- packet rate at Liverpool, it was received at Boston as a ship letter
rat ed 20:l4 \i du e. It then followed the normal cross border route, in this case
by through bag, with 1/5~ cy. due. Had the letter been sent via Halifax, th e
total postage including the packet would have be en 1/2 stg. or 1/4 cy.
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Figure 4. Liverpool to Montreal , Mar. 4, 1841. By Cunarder "Caledonia" via Boston. Packet rate of 1/· palo at
Liverpool. Rated at Boston as a ship letter: 203/4 ¢ (1B3/4 to lines, and 2¢ ship fee) . This equaled 111 Can ., plus Can .
postage of 41hd, for total of 1/5 112.

As might be expe cted, pressure by merchant s and others in Lower Canada
and rapidly developing Upper Canada forced British postal authorities to seek
a new form al agreement with the United States for transport of Can. transatlantic
mails across U.S. territory.
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Figure 5. Amherstburg to Edinburgh, Feb. 17, 1845 . Sent via the U.S. to Boston and then by Cunard steamer
to liverpool with the U.S. mails . See text .

The Wickliffe agreement, as it is known, was signed, under special authority,
by U.S. PMC Charles Wickliffe on Dec. 28, 1844, and by his Briti sh counterpart,
th e Earl of Lonsdale, on Feb. 14, 1845. The text was reproduced in full in an
article in Stamps, Jul y 24, 1948, by Stanl ey B. Ashbrook, who derived it from
Hu nter Miller's Treaties and Other Int ernational Acts of the United States.
Article 1 of th e agre ement provided for transport of "British mails" between
Boston and St. John's during the season of navigation, and Highgate, Vt., th e
rest of th e year, in locked bags and accompa nied by a British P.O. agent if de
sired. Other articles specified transit times, transit charges , certification of
weights, and methods of accounting. Article 7 stipulated that th e agreement
would take effect with th e first sailing to Boston by a Cunard vessel after signa-
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ture by the British PMG. Th e next sailing from Liverpool was March 4, but th e
first westward closed mail appears to have been deferred until the April 4 sailing,
while the first eastward closed mail was carried on the May 1 sailing from
Boston, according to the Postal History of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick by
C. M. Jephcott, V. G. Greene, and J. H. M. Young . This art icle further sta ted
that the agreement coul d be abrogated by either par ty on th ree months' notice.

A puzzling cover mailed shortly before the Wickliffe agree ment took effect
is shown in Figure 5. Mailed at Amherstburg , V .C., Feb. 17, 1845, it was directed
"Via Boston" and exchanged through Windsor wh ere the straightline handstamps
"BRITI SH" and "AMERICAN" were applied. Th e first oddity is that British
(Can.) postage was rated 2Md, rather than the normal 4~d from Amherstburg
to Windsor. My tentat ive explanation is that the 2~d cy. represents the 2d stg.
Can. inland component of the 1/2 stg. transatl antic ra te, and not domestic
postage. If anyone has a better theory I'd be glad to hear it. On reaching Liver
pool, the letter received the AMERICA/ LIVERPOOL arrival backstamp as
sociated with unpaid Cunard mail originatin g in the United States, but the 1/
due was not marked . Edinburgh struck its PAID datestamp and the packet post
age was never collect ed.

Figure 6. Montre.I to Glasgow, Dec. 12. 1845. Unpaid leiter fo'rwarded in the cloled maill through the UnIted
St.tes. R.ted 1/2 stg . due.

After the closed mail from Boston went into operation, correspondence was
often endorsed like the lett er shown in Figure 6, which was mail ed at Montreal
Dec. 12, 1845. Wh en the Can. mails were put off at Halifax, they were handled
at the Quebec P.O., and the unpaid or short paid letters rated there for collec
tion. After institution of the closed mail, Montreal performed the se functions in
many cases, using its own distinctive hands tamps, but they are beyond the
scope of these notes.

When the dispute between Britain and the Unit ed States about transatl antic
sea postage charges-eventu ally resulting in the retaliatory rate war- began in
the summer of 1847, the Wickliffe agreement became an early victim. On
August 16, 1847, the United States notified the British P.O. that it was invokin g
Article 7 to abroga te the agreement. (See Ch ronicle 89:10-11.) Closed mail via
the United States ceased Nov. 16, 1847, and was not reinsta ted until 1849 after
the U.S.-G.B. Postal Convention of 1848 went into force. Frank Staff (The T rans
atlantic Mail, p. 176) lists Jan . 19, 1849, for resumption of closed mails. No
source is given for this date, nor does it appear to coincide with any sailing;
Feb. 15-the date of treaty proclamation-is cited bv other authori ties. The cor-
rect date is not certain at the moment. .

When the closed mail resumed, the rate remained 1/ 2 stg. or 1/ 4 cy., but its

Chronicle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30. No.2 139



'"Figure 7 . Liverpool to Montreal , Mar. 13, 1852. Unpaid letter carried by "Europa" in clo sed mail . Rated at
Monlreal w ith circular hendstamp indicaling 1/4 cy. du e. Liverpool hand'iamp debiting Can . P.O . for 1/ . of
1/2 , Ig. rale.

comp osition cha nged. Paralleling the provisio ns of the 1848 Convention , it was
divided into 2d Can. inland, 8d British sea, 2d U.S. transit, and 2d British inland
(all in stg. ). The G.P.O. had to reduce the ra te via Halifax to 1/- stg. in April
1849, as, of course, no' U.S. transit charge was involved. \Vhen ra tes were re
duced in 1854, th e same differential was maintained . Th e reduced rate via the
United States was 8d stg ., composed ld Can. inland, 4d British sea, 2d U.S.
transit, and l d British inland. Althou gh the other elements of the charge were
redu ced, the U.S. transit ra te was unchanged.
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Figu re 8. Gla,gow 10 Montreal, Jun. 3D, 1854. Unpa id le" er al reduced Cunard rale of 8d olg. or 10d ty. Deb ll
handstamp "7d" applied at Liverpool; lOd cy due marking struck I t Montreal.

These rates are illus trated by Figures 7 and 8. The total rate in currency
in each case was stated by a hands tamp applied at Montreal, while the amount
by which th e British P.O. debit ed the Can. P.O. was marked in stg. at Liverpool.
The British P.O. accounted to the U.S. P.O. for the transit ra te, so th is 2d was
inclu ded in the 1/- owed the British P.O. on the cover in Figure 7, and in the
7d indicated in Figure 8.

William Smith , in Th e History of th e Post Office in British North America,
stated that the British P.O . treated the Can. Allan Lin e (which began operations
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in April 1856) as "American" and ra ted letters by its ships with higher postage.
Staff rep eated th ese claims. I still have not seen a cover substantiat ing these
sta te ments, and believe that the British P.O. typi cally made threats which it
did not put into pr actice. 1£ any read er has a cove r confirming Smith's remarks,
I would appreciate details.

Figure 9. Windsor to Toronto, Dec. 14, 1854. Conveyed by American packet at old 1/2 stg.. 1/4 cy. ri te .
during curtailment of Cunard service.

Perhaps such covers as that in Figure 9 have caused confusi on. The reduced
8d stg. rate for Cunard mail (6d stg . for Can. packet) becam e effe ctive March
23, 1854. Th e same notice which announced the reduction (Sta ff, p. 148) also
sta ted that "the foregoing reduction cannot be applied to Letters conveyed by a
Mail Packet belonging to the Uni ted States Lett ers therefore for Can ad a,
despatched by the United Sta tes Mail Packets will con tinue liable to th e
existing rate s of postage." Th ese rat es were stipulated in the 1848 Convention;
Britain could not unilaterall y reduce them. During the winte r of 1854-55 Cunard
ships were withdrawn from the transatlantic service to transport troops for action
in the Crimean War, When the usual Cunard sailing was not available, mail
for Canad a was conveyed by Ameri can packet at th e old 1/ 2 stg. rate, as in
Fi gure 9. The composition of this rate was as described earlier, except th at th e
8d sea postage was credited to th e United Stat es.

Figure 10. Hamilton to W. Rlmsg,te, Jun . 22, 1868. Cunlrd rate of 15¢ plid by stlmp. This rite WIS in force
through 1869-under two years.

With improvement in U.S. and Can. rail facilities, development of Can .
steamship services connecting to Portland, Me., and the opening of alternate
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Figure 11. Quebec to Clitheroe, Dec. 18, 1871. Rote vio U.S. by Cunord pocket reduced to 4d Itg . or 81' Jon. I ,
1870 . Overpayment of 11'.

routes, closed mail via th e United States became less important in Ca n. tr ans
atlantic mail service . Or , perhaps, it would be more accurate to say th at U.S.
transit becam e such an accepted part of Can. mails as to be no longer remark
able. In early 1868, th e U.S. transit rate was reduced to Id or 2¢., so th at a 7d stg.
or 15¢. Cunard rate was in effect for a short time (Figur e 10). Rates were again
reduced in 1870, as shown in Figure 11, an d the rate dist inction on letters via
the United Stat es finally disappeared in 1875.
"A record of postal history in general, and Connecticut postal history in
particular, from the beginnings of the Post to the jet age."

"The firs t boo k on the subject. Printed in a lim ited ed ition that, as a co llector s'
ite m alone, will be wel l w orth the pr ice."

"Written with a Connecticut viewpoint, but equally important to all students
of American Postal History."

"A del ightful book that bo th enterta ins and info rms , breathing life into an im
portant aspect of Amer ican Postal Histo ry th rough liberal use of anecdot es ."

CONNECTICUT POST OFFICES
AND POSTMARKS
by Arthur J. Warmsley

250 pages, 44 illustrations, plus 500 reproductions of fancy cancels.
Retail $25 r plus $1 for postage and handling. Available exclusively
from Andrew Levitt, Inc., Box 342, Danbury, Connecticut 06810.
Dealer inquiries welcomed.
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COVERS

U.S. - FOREIGN

For over 30 years we have had one
of the large st stocks of cov e rs in the
world. Selections are sent on an ap
proval bas is pe r a want list, togethe r
with sati sfactory references.

GOOD STOCK OF

U.S. STAMPS, TOO

BUYING: We are always interested in
buying all categories of stamps &
cove rs whether they be sing le rar ities
or collections .

William O. Bilden
A.P.S. P.O. BOX 24026 ASDA

EDINA, MINN. 55424
Chron icle 98 / May 1978 / Vol. 30. No.2
WANTED TO BUY
19TH Century mint and used,

fancy cancels, proofs, multiples,

plate numbers, covers , revenues,

officials, and Confederate. Will

travel to view large collections .

Membe r: ASDA, USPCS, APS.

TEL: (214) 234-5095

Robert E. Pratt
Citizens Bank Center

Suite 104

Richardson, Texas 75080
POSTAL HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
U.S. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San Anselmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 97
A printer's error in Issue No. 97 cau sed Susan McDonald to be listed as

Editor. Many familiar with Susan 's style spotted that Scott Gallagher was the
writer. Either way, a number of responses were rec eived. This is gratifying, and
we hope to hear from other readers sending in comments or candidates for fu
ture articles.

I

giU@ f .. """",~~ ~

Fig ure 1. Cover from Boston to India, mliled Dec ., 1861.

Fi gures 1 and l a sho w the first problem cover from the last Chronicle , a
folded Dec. letter sent from th e U.S. to India in 1861. The transit and receiving
marks clearly show Jan. 1862.

Robert Paliafito wr ote in first , so here are his comm ents:
The stran ge p a rt of this cove r is that the Boston paid ca ncel is under t he upper

left co rne r of th e 12c sla m p. There were IWO ways to send this co rrespondence : !l¢ only
if sen t by Bri tish p acket. t his wou ld pay th e U.S. in ternal ra te wi th the balance co llec t 
a b le o n th e other en d ; or 21<;, if sent by American p acket, this would pa y th e U.S. 5¢
in ternal rate plus 16<;, sea post age 10 Eng land. Evide ntly, the writer either assumed , or
was to ld, this cov er wou ld go by Bri t ish pac ke t and h e wou ld only have to pa y th e
U.S. in ternal ra te. It was then d iscovered t hat th e next sa iling ship would he an
Am erican packet , an d a fter th e 5<;' stamp was ca nce lled , th e balance of th e postage
was ad de d and ca nce lled . This pai d the postage to En gland on ly. It th en went by
British p acket to Bombay. fro m Bomhay to Ca lcu tt a by th e " Ca lcu tt a Steam boat ,"
a nd I sh illi n g, 4 p en ce was co llect ed in Ca lrut t a from the ad d ressee .

The next answer rece ived was from Michael Laurence, who writes :
W e see tha t th is co ver was posted in Boston in m id -December , 1861. Per U .S. Mail

(52) we know that the p rep aym en t required in the U.S., o n covers to India (rea d
" East Indies" in U .S. M lli l ) , sen t via Br it ish open mail , as this one was. per th e
London ba ckst arnp , was 5¢ if the COVC[ crossed th e Atla n t ic on a Brit ish con trac t ste ame r ,
and 21¢ if th e cover crossed on a n Amer ica n contract steamer.

In the case of t he p roblem cove r..'i¢ was or ig ina lly prepaid by th e 5¢ buff sta m p .
Some ho w, a fte r the huff sta mp h ad been tied hy th e Boston " PA[D " mark in g, it wa s
rea lized th a t th e nex t sai ling was a U.S. co nt rac t ; l'. am er , so r hat th e cover required
not 5 <;, but 21¢ to pay t he t ra usatlant ic portion of th e to ta l rate . Som eh ow , wh eth er
across th e cou n te r or o therwise, th e CO V('l" was returned to th e send er , wh o was asked
to ad d 16<;, more postage, so as to qu alify for th e British ope n mail rat e on the next
(Ame rica n pa cket) sa i ling . T he ad d itio na l 16<;, p osta ge was app lied - by means of the
12¢ \\'ash ington , the 3¢ Washingt on and th e I¢ Franklin- -thus exp lai n ing the most
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Figure h . Reverse of cover in Figure 1.

curious th in g about th e cover, whi ch is that th e 121,' Wash ington lies over th e pa id
cancella tion on th e 51,' stamp .

The " Boston AM . PKT." marking on reverse con fir ms the need for 211,' pre
pa yment on thi s cover: the original 5'; plus th e su bseq ue n t 16(' . The pen marking
"1 /4" , to the left of th e I I,' Franklin , represents ei ther th e add it iona l postage du e in
Calcutta, or a debit from the British pos t office to the Ind iao colon ia l post office, show
ing how much the Br iti sh exp ected to be repa id for tak ing th e cover from London
to Calcu tt a . On the subject of suc h manuscrip t d ue markings, refer to my ar ticle in
Postal H isto ry j ou rnal , #43 , pages 7-24, about compara b le cover s to Hong Kong .
While the handli ng of covers to India ma y hav e d iffered , th e analysis sti ll sta nds.

Another well-worded answer with the same correct conclusion came from
Victor Krievens, as follows:

T his cover shows the 21 1,' ra il' to th e East Indies for a cover tra ve lli ng th ro ug h the
British Op en Mail Servi ce following th e rou te of American Packet. This 21¢ rat e was
in effec t from 1856 unt il J anua ry 1868. Accord ing to Article X I of the United Sta tes
Brit ish treaty of 1848, the 21¢ represents th e in land and packet posta ge pa yment. This
wou ld pa y a letter to an English port where it wou ld he tr eat ed as a le tt er originating
in Eng land . T he December 19 Boston Am . Packet marking on th e back of th e cover
wou ld support th e fact that th e cover d id travel by Ame rica n Packe t.

1 no te that the 51,' buff was cance led by th e large Boston PAID , and the 12¢ black
was added to the cover after th e 5¢ buff had been cance led.

Man uscri p t markings "via Marseill es and Bombay" cou ld indicat e tha t the cover
was to travel by Brem en or Ham bur g Mail Service following th e ro ut e of Marseill es
an d Suez. (T he cover did travel through Bombay, as indicated by the Bombay receiv 
ing markin gs.) T he Marseill es-Suez rou te of travel can be elimina ted since th e req uired
p repa yment was 40¢ per Y4 oz. T his ra te was in effect fro m 1857 unt il Feb. 1867.

Based upon th e postage paid , as well as the supporting markings , th is cover travell ed
by Br iti sh Open Mail by American Packet.

Our readers owe thanks to Ray Vogel of Chicago for sending in this interest
ing foreign rate cover . Th e activity at the J. David Baker Sale just completed ,
and others during the past year, shows how many of us are interes ted in these
covers with adhesives paying all or part of the postage. We hope other read ers
will send in photos of similar items. One to the U.S. prior to U.P.U from some
strange source would be appreciated.

A forthcoming article by Charles J. Starnes will provide a comprehensive
treatm ent of routes and rates to India, as well as th e additional markings and
charges appearing on the se covers.

Figure 2 shows th e second probl em cover from the last issue , bearing a
pair of Scott #9, th e rather rare TEN, used for just a short period since Mrs.
Davis did not apprec iate the likeness of her husba nd. Answers were received
from Dan Tel ep , Cal Hahn and Charles Kilbourne correctl y spotting the cover
as a fake.
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Figure 2. Cover from Grillin , Ga., with pair of T·E·N ,'amp• .

Her e is what our knowledgeable fr iend from Charlott esville, C.E.K., writes:
T h is cover . with a pair of T~:Ns , cds Griffin, Ga .. Nov 7. docs have its problems.

I saw this cove r some ti m e ago . and it is m y opinion that the cds a nd the address a re
bo th no t genu in c.

Griffin , Ga . cd s on several d iff cr cnt genera l i ssu es have been declared bad by both
thc PF an d the CSA. I think th is cove r is one of th e group .

Severa l thi ngs giv c it a way . a fter ca refu l exam ina tion , a nd con sideration of th ese
two poin ts:

I. Ra ym e r Hubbell in hi s boo k, showing covers fro m hi s co llect ion, docs no t in 
elude either a fr a me- line or a T EN. However , he do cs sho w II 's a nd 12's with ear ly
dates. T herefore , it is q uit e proba b le th at Gri ffin d id not receive shipme n ts of th e
frame-li ne or T EN. T here is a cover, with # 12, in H u b bell book . page 25. cance lled
Nov. 2-quite clo se to the Nov . 7 on th e problem rover.

2. A Nov . date on any TEN is qu ite rare, if it exists at all. Most T EN's were used
up by Sept. '63. as th e quant ity issued was sma ll.

This fake is more dangerous than the one shown on page 70 of Chronicle
#70, and cam e fro m a different source, reportedly from NYC 15 or 20 yea rs
ago. A nice unused pair of sta mp s was used , wor th today about $400. The pap er
of the envelope is correct for the period. How do we rea lly know it is a fake d
cover ? W ithout going into the chemistry of the two inks, there are some clues,
F irst, the ed ges of th e rim of the cds and lett ers of the town and sta te are not
sharp and hard as they would ordinaril y be for a metallic marker . They have
been described as "lumpy" and a result of ph otographic rep roduction of the
cds. Next, th e pap er of the envelope shows no indentati on marks of being
stru ck by th e canceller , a normal way by a postm aster anxious to get his chores
do ne. Rather , the cds is car efully impressed . 1£ we had ano ther sample of a
faked Griffin cds it wou ld probably show the exact same ink spatters and
breaks. These ar e some of the clues, We are not trying to give an instruction
course in how to ma ke fakes here. Back to this specific fake-note the disjo inte d
ha ndwriting . T he address come s out as Le-a-t he-r-wood. \ \'e do not believe
that the faker of these covers is still making them , but many are st ill floating
ar ound, so collectors should be careful. Exper tization by the Philatelic Founda
tion or Confederate Stamp Alliance should be used if there is a quest ion.
PROBLEM COVERS FOR .THIS ISSUE
Fi gure 3 shows the first probl em cove r for this issue. The marking is in red ,

and ther e is nothing on the back of the envelope. Who is familiar with this
marking? What wa s the period of use? W hat postage was paid, or was it col
lected?
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Figur.3 . Cover with NEW YORK/U .S. CITY MAil "".tmark .

The second cover (Figure 4) is included because of its Canadian association.
It is postmarked TROY N.Y. JAN 5 (1847) an d marked PAID and V in circle
(all in blue) at the domestic letter ra te. It is addressed to Highgate, Vt., and bears
a receiving postmark of that office dated Jan. 11. However, it also b ears a
transit postmark of MONTREAL L.C. JA 8 1847. The qu estion , of course, is
why this letter was routed via Montreal?

Please send answers to your Editor at his Cincinnati P.O. box, or bring
them to our annual meeting.

I____ ._J.

Figur. 4. L.n", from Troy, N.Y., to Highgate, Vt ., in 1847 by w.y of Montr ••1.
Index for Chronicles 45-72
$2.00 Postpaid

(Checks to U.S.P.C.S .)
Susan M. McDonald

2030 Glenmont Dr. N,W' r Canton, O. 44708
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~~~~~~
~~ Borrow with confidence ~9;
~ In· any emergency, borrow ~
.. .. the money you need at ~..
i1it

1
· Edelman 's. Use your collec- I'M tion as collateral and still

retain com plete ownership.
~ At Edelman's, you can m
~ obtain quick, confidentia l .~

~
. .. loans for any amou nt up ~~~

~, I! to 80% of the value of \D1
~ ~ your prop erties - from ~m $50 to $50,000 and more. rtj
~
~. ;Nrite today for fur ther ~

I ~\ mformatlOn. ...
~ II J';~;~;~;;;46 I
~ (Suburban Ph iladelphia) "i'et!:
~1= . ~~~~. ~_-J~
~~~~~

~

[
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~nited ~tates

Postal GJlistory

Buying
&
Selling

Richard J. Micchelli
Post Office Box 248

Mount ain Lakes,N.J.07046

1 m
FANCY CANCELS
ILLUSTRATED
New Fall-Winter List

send 50¢ in stamps for illus
trated price Iist of choice 19th
ce ntury cancels: both on and
off cover.

approva l se lections also ava il
able to USPCS an d APS mem
bers.

J. M. CLASSICS CO.
P.O. BOX 11402

SHOREWOOD, WIS. 5321 1
1847-1869 ISSUES

STAMPS, CANCELS,
COVERS

ALWAYS IN STOCK

WHEN AT STAMP SHOWS BE SURE

TO VISIT MY BOOTH AND INSPECT

AN OUTSTANDING A RRA Y OF THESE

CLASSICS.

ALSO REQUEST MY REGULAR AUC

TION CATALOGS AS THESE ISSUES

ARE USUALLY INCLUDED.

W~LLlAM A. FOX
263 White Oak Ridge Road

Short Hill., N.J. 07078

Charte r mem ber of U.S.

Philatel ic Classics Society
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HARMERS
International

Are You Really Getting What It's Worth?

Harmer's auctions are the true test of the market. What

your stamps and covers will bring when offered by Harmer

to an International Clientele of collectors and professionals,

expresses their true worth .

Demand for fine material is strong , stronger than it has

ever been . So if you are contemplating selling, talk to

Harmer's. Don't make the mistake of accepting just any ap

praisal. Get the Harmer appraisal. Ask about the Harmer

guarantee . In fact, request our booklet "Modern Methods of

Philatelic Selling" which will answer all your questions about

us. It is yours for the asking .

HARMERS OF NEW YORK, INC.
6 West 48th St.

New York, NY 10036
(212) 757·4460

HARMERS OF LONDON

Stamp Auctioneers Ltd.
41 New Bond Street

London W1 A 4EH, England

HARMERS OF
SAN FRANCISCO, INC.

49 Geary Street, Suite 217
San Francisco, CA 94102

HARMERS OF SYDNEY PTY. LTD.

187 Macquarie Street
Sydney 2000, N.S.W., Australia

New Yerk « London· San Francisco· Sydney

if1918 •••• 1978
Diamond Jubilee
~V'~
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