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YOU GET MORE
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When Selling Your Collection
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48 Years Continuous Auction Sales

Acknowledged Integrity

A Centralized Staff of Recognized Experts

A Prime Mailing List Built Over 48 Years with a
Following that Includes the World's Leading
Collectors and Buyers

Top Market Value with a Long History of
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NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022
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THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF
BRITISH EMPIRE POSTAGE STAMPS

VOLUME V- NORTH AMERICA

This sumptuous handbook, ind ispensable to the specialist in any aspect

of British North American phil ately or postal history has been re

printed in five separate sections , each complete with in itself. This

means that the co llecto r of any single group can now obtain the ap

propriate section covering his particular interest without also having

to pay for the parts dealing with sect ions outside his collecting activity .

The No rth American Encylopaedia se ctionalised edition .

Softback

The American Colonial Posts 1639 - 1763

Canada

The Maritime Provinces

Newfoundland and British Columbia

Bermuda and British Hondu ras

Of course

$ 5.75

$20.75

$10.25

$12.75

$10.25

The whole BNA volume , or ig inal edition including British Postal

Agencies, is still available. Hardback covered in maroon cloth, gold

block at $40.

Obtainable from :

ROBSON LOWE LTD.
LITERATURE DEPT., THE AUCTION HOUSE,

39 POOLE HILL, BOURNEMOUTH BH2 5PX

U.S. Li teratur e Agent: H.J .M.R. Co., P.O. Box 6 10308, North Miami, Florida 33 161

Cenedian Age nt: George S. Wegg lt d ., 36 Victo ria Stree t, Toron to M5C 2N8

....
s:...
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COMPREHENSIVE STOCK

OF

U.S. CLASSIC ISSUES AVAILABLE

Very strong in ESSAYS, some PROOFS, outstanding

STAMPS and COVERS

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE

ON APPROVAL?

SELECTION GLADLY SENT AGAINST SPECIFIC REQUESTS

MAY WE HEAR FROM YOU?

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund - Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired - (No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Master Charge Accepted on Orders over $100

APS
SPA

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
88 Beacon Stree t
Boston , Mass . 02108
Phone: 617-523-2522

CSA
uSPcs

THE CHRONICLE, published quarter ly in Feb.. May . Aug. , and Nov . by the U. S . Philatelic Clas sic s
Soci e ty , In c.• at 2030 Glenmont Ave., N: W ., Canton. Oh io 4( 708. Second class postage paid a t Canton.
Oh io ( 4711 and additi ona l mailing offi ce. Su bscripti on pri ce 814.00. P r in ted in U.S.A.
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John W. Kaufmann, Inc.
1522 K. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Telephone .It 1I0~
(202) 638-5658 £ ~rt7

Shown are a few of the prices realized from a
recent Auction . Our fee is a modest 20%
commission and there are no other charges.

Liberal , interest-free advances given on
large consignments.

Just a Few
Reasons Why
Kaufmann's of
Washington, D. C.
is the Place
to Sell
Your Collection ...
111....."'........" ...II1II. Four Doll ar

Columbian.
Never hinged.
Cat. $1150.

Sold at Kaufmann 's
Auc tion fo r a record
breaking price of

liiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiilil $3750.

No. 103. 1875
Re-issue.
Cat. $1150.
Sold for $1900.

No. 2, Posit ion
A681. Faint
pen cancel.
Sold for $900.

Some Other
Realizations:
No. 271, 6f Dull Brown, NH _. . Cat. $20. Sold $110.
No. 296, Plate Block, NH . _. .. Cat. $1000, Sold $2000.
No. 330, 5~ Jamest own , NH . . Cat. 550, Sold $170.
No. 401, " Pan Pacif ic, NH .. . Cat. $9.50. Sold $110.
No. 446, 4, Line Pair . NH . .. Cat. $350, Sold $750.
No. 476. 20, Ultra. NH Cat. $70. So ld $200.
No. 403, Plate Blo ck Cat. $2500, Sold $4000.

Stamps
For Sale?
Call Us Toll Free at
800 - 424-9519

We will sell at Auction or buy outright
your quality U. S. stamps and covers.

Immediate cash payment on outri ght
purchases.

If your holdings are except ionally
valuable. our appraiser can visit you
in your home.

NO.1 Unused
Cat. $700.
Sold for $1600.

r--------------------,
I

I have the following material that I would like Clip th is coup on and mail It to us. We wIll contact . I
to sell. you immediately.

I I
I Descr ip tion: I
I II catalog (or es t imated) value: $ I
I Name Addre ss I
I City Siale ZJp Telephon e I
I •

~--------------------~
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THE EDITOR'S PAGE
This issue offer s seve ral items worthy of special mention. Philip T. Wall
cont inues his fine series on the 5r,t New York with a fascinating account of the
New Hamburgh covers written by James Lenox. Also appearing in th e guest
section (although it would be equally appropriat e in the Prestamp or Foreign
Mai ls sections) is th e first porti on of a signi ficant article by Cha rless Hahn on
freight money covers-transatlantic mail covers which show an extra fee paid
to the stea mship or sai ling vessel which carried them.

Barb ara J . Wallace, a newcomer to this journal, is represented by an in
formative and well -researched discussion of the 1853 retaliatory rate. Other
authors appearing here for the first time are Kenneth W hitt le wr iting about a
puzzling Civil War cover, Henry L. Hosmer with an account of Continent al
secret marks, and Richard Krieger discuss ing an unusual cover to Missouri .

Th e Mexica n War article by Dale Pul ver and that on 1867 grills by Bert
Christian are concluded from previou s issues. George Hargest's account of an
unusual transatl antic cover- postponed from May-appears in the Foreign Mails
sect ion.

The subje ct of the Hawaiian Steam Service marking is thoroughly investi
ga ted by Ken Gilbart in an ar ticle which contains previously unpublished
informa tion and which makes an importa nt contribution to our understanding
of this service and marking.

In addition , many other items of interest contr ibuted by th e section editors
will provid e you knowled ge and enjoyment. The Chroni cle was one of five
periodicals to receive a vermeil award at Capex ; this was the highest award
granted any periodical. Most of th e credit belongs to th e sect ion editors who
are responsible for th e high quality and sustained interest of this journ al. My
thank s to th em and th eir many dedicated contributors.
JOSEPH RUBINFINE
R.F.D. NO.1 PLEASANTVILLE, NEW JERSEY 08232 (609) 641-3290

We are always interested in purchasing
American Historical Manuscripts,

Letters , Documents, Autographs, Etc.

Collections or Single Items

Our latest illustrated catalogue $1 .00

AUTOGRAPHS - MANUSCRIPTS
HISTORICAL AMERICANA
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· GUEST PRIVILEGE
FREIGHT MONEY COVERS
THE PRIVATE SAILING PACKET AND STEAMSHIP LETTER CHARGES AND MARKINGS

OF THE LATE 1830S AND EARLY 1840S
CHARLESS HAHN

Freight Money Covers are transatlantic covers from the U.S. and Canada by
the pioneer steamships and the competing U.S. sailing packets, for which a
fee in addition to postage was charged and collected, usually by the receiving
postmaster. It is the purpose of the article to show how these covers may be
detected by their rating, to give their history, to list those known, and to ask
for th e help of readers in listing those lying hidden in collections.

The first philatelic attention to freight mone y charges was drawn by Frank
Staff in his book Th e Transatlantic Mail published in 1956 (pp. 155-7), and
to the best of my knowledge nothing has been published since.

However, Leon Reussille and the late William Peterman each formed a
collection of freight money covers and made extensive notes about what they
learned on the subject, and I have been able to acquire many of the covers
which were in these collections, and their notes, and I have had also the help
of the knowledg eable stamp dealer Hen ry M. Spelman III.

The first attention to fre ight money in the contemporary press was in fact
a negative one. The New York Alb ion for May 5, 1838 read:

T he Siri us [ th e fir st commercial tr ansa tlantic stea mer] sailed on Monday for Lon
don. . . . It is sta ted that the Sirius too k with her 17.000 lett ers. for wh ich no charge
wha tever was mad e. T he act was a generous one. certain ly. but not a ju dicious one
in our op inio n-but th e pa rt ies concerned do u b tless kn ew th eir own bu siness best.
Calc u la tio ns of th e loss have been made. whic h if saved. wou ld have paid a large
porti on of th e expenses of the voyage. Supposin g each letter had been charged at a
quarter of a doll ar . it wou ld have yielded upward of $4000. say £ 1000 ster ling! We
ad mit tha t if suc h a charge had existed a less number of letter s would ha ve been
writt en-perh ap s hal f- say 80OD. T hese would have yielded $2000. th e amo un t received
from fif teen and the profit proba bly of thirty passenge rs. T he Siriu s, we believe. had
twenty-eight cabin passen gers. conseque n tly her letter ba gs would have been more
profi table than her cabins.

Regarding the sailing of the Great W estern, Albion says, "no charge for
lett ers or newspapers." But the same newspaper on 30th June that year an
nounced in an advertisement:

British Stea m Ship "Great Western "
Le tte rs received on boa rd . will be charged 25 cents per sing le shee t; larger letters

in proportion . A bag will be ap propria ted to letters for th e Continent of Europ e. and
th ey will be deposited th erein. on pa yment. in additi on to th e sh ip postage. as above.
of th e regu lar English posta ge from Bristol to their po rt of de partu re from England
to th e Contine n t. which port of dep arture sho u ld be designated on th e letter.

In Frank Staffs book are quotations from the Albion, the first from Oc
tober 27, 1838, detailing the commencement of the sailings of the steamships
Royal William and Liverpool of the Transatlantic Steam Ship Company:

Letters will be charged 25 cents pe r single sheet; larger letters in proportion .
A bag will be appropria ted to letter s for th e Continent of Eu rope. whic h. in addi
tion to the ship 's mon ey. will be charged with th e regular En glish postage fro m Liver
pool to th e po rt of departure from England to th e Con tin en t. which port shall be
des ignated on the Letters.

And in 1841 a notice was published as follows:
Notice-British And Ameri can Steam Navigation Compan y

Postmaster s in th e Un ited States who mayor ma y not receive a circular apprising
th em how letters ma y be sen t by the Steam Ships of this Company to Europe. are
informed they can do so by collecting both the United States inland postage and the
shi p's charges.

The letter s shou ld then be made up in a separate bundle with two bills. one as
usual for th e inl and postage. and another showing th e amount of sh ip' s postage.
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nrarked "Steam Freigh t Bil l" wrapp ing the money for the ship 's postage securely in
the same bundle with th e letters and "Freight Bi]l", and sealing and directing th e
bundle to th e " Post Office, New York . for stea me r."

Sh ip 's Postage- Single le tt er , 25 cents; Double do. 50; T ripple [sic] do. 75; Quad 
ruple do. SI ; and SI per ounce for Pa ckets or Letter s com posed of o ne or more ar ticles;
Newspapers 2 cen ts ea ch ; Peri odicals. Magazin es a nd Pamphlets. 2 cents per shee t.

For eign Po stage -Letter s for p laces out of th e United Kingdom and Fr an ce. where
th e inlan d English postage has to be paid by th e Com pany . a rc charged SI per sing le
sheet, and in p roport ion for all ot her s, as a bove.

T he Steam Ships British Qu een and Presiden t will sail from thi s port th e l Oth of
each month during the year . commencing 10th March .

Wadsworth & Sm ith
Agents British and American Steam Nav, Co . No . 4" Lon es Lan e.

In the United States cooperation was given by postmas ters throughout
the country to the collection of money which was sent with waybill to New
York and in Canada the money was collected by the postmasters and for
warded thro ugh Mr. T . A. Stayner, the Canadian Deputy Postmaster General
at Quebec. Staff quotes the following statement which was tab led before the
Commission of Inquiry of 1840 into the Post Office of British North America :

Fr e ight-Mon ey- T he Proprietors of the lines of Sa iling Packet s between New York
and Europe, having determined from henceforth to demand a Ship postage or tax
of 12 a nd Y2 Cen ts, or 7~/2d . for a sing le lett er , and so on in propor tion for doub le
and tr eble le tt ers and pa cket s, sen t from th is Cou nt ry, - there appears to be no ot her
mod e of maintain ing our Post Comm un ica tion with the ot her side of th e Atla n tic.
v ia New York th an by submitt ing to this new regulation, and explai ni ng to th ose who
cho ose to write by th a t Channel , that th ey must pay th e above Sh ip charge in addi 
tion to the United States ' and British Island posta ge [sic ).

This Ship postage therefor e mu st be exacted upon all letters sen t to Europe,
v ia New York- an d th e readiest , an d indeed the o n ly admissab le way of doing it,
is by send ing th e sa id money to the Office in immediate communication with th e
United Sta tes , t h ro ug h whic h you forward suc h letters .

The Post Master in com mun icat ion with th e United States through wh om th e
le tters a rc sent, will rem it th is Sh ip -mo ney to me on th e 1st of eac h month, in th eir
usual way of re m itt ing Post Office monies.

In Apr il 5, 1839 the Postmas ter of Montrea l wrote to the Transatlantic
Steamship Company agents, Abraham Bell & Co. as follows:

Dear sirs:
Mr. Stay ner. the Deputy Post Master Gen eral, ha s written you, I understand ,

on the su bject of th e Stea msh ip Agen cy a nd pointed out the reason s in favo r of your
all owing the proceeds (fro m the differ ent Po st Offices in th e Cana das ) to be con
centra ted in Quebec and remitted you from thence as a t fir st p roposed. Afte r maturely
ref tccri ng on th e ma tt er , I feel confide n t that ),ou will continue the prese nt plan

Flgur. 10. Th. outside of I lltt•• 10 Abrlhlm B.II & Co" Iglnl. fa. Ih. f.lnutllnl ;c SI.lm Ship Complny,
h"." the Postmast.r at Niagara , Upper Canad., enclos ing an accounting for lett ers se nt fo r transmiss ion on their
velieIs, I... comm iss ion .t 7112 percent , also enclosing clSh.
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as mu ch more likely to insu re sa tisfacto ry accou nts and punctual remi ttances than
any ot he r.

1 do not think that an y plan will ever make you cer tai n of having th e money
in your possession so as to close by each stea mship as she sails , but as th e am ou nt
from th ese Pro vinc es is never so large as to be an obj ect to you, 1 imagine that you will
fin d it ex ped ient (if accou n ts mu st be so closed) to ad van ce the same for two or
three weeks from the departure of th e respective boats.

1 am very respect full y and since rely, my dear sirs,
You r mo . obed 't servan t,

And'w Port eu s
Post Master .

The lett er to which Andrew Porteus refers has luckily turned up in the
hands of Susan McDonald and here is the text of it complete:

Gen . Post Office fo r B.N.A.
Quebec 30 March 1939

Ge ntleme n ,
Mr. Porteous the Post Master at Montreal has sent me for perusal your lett er to

him of the 21st inst. in which you ani madvert upon th e time consumed in transmi tti ng
the Steam Ship mon ey to Queb ec. You say you see no use in it an d request h im in
future to rem it direct to you . -

My design in for ming th e arrangeme nt of which you thus di sapprove, was to
render an advan tage as well to you , as to the inha bitant s in all pa rts of the se prov inces
who might desire to send th ei r letters by the Steamers.

At th e smalle r Frontier Offices it is difficult and indeed frequently impossible
for the Post :\Iaster to obtai n such money for remittance to New York as would
158 Chronicle 99 / Augus t 1978 / Vol. 30. No . 3



answer th e purpose , and I thought that by concent ra ti ng the whole at Qu ebe c and
re mi tting it to you, at in te rva ls, in o ne Sum , a ll partie s would have been ac commoda ted;
th at I have not remitted you \'Cry lat el y is owin g prin cip all y to m y having been
obliged to wait for a cor rec ted accou n t of some of the postages-besid es, as the Sum
was not la rge, I d id not suppose th e del ay cou ld have been of much. con sequnce.-I
shall of co urse , as you desir e it , di rect my Depu ty a t Montreal to ' remit dir ect to
you, and if a ll th e Post Masters in th e more rem ote situat ions cou ld do the same ,
I sho u ld he please d , as it wou ld rel ieve me from co nside ra b le trouble fro m which
I derive no profit of a pecuniary nature; hut if you in sist upon this bein g do ne a t
all th e Offices, th e letter s mu st go by some o the r channe l which ma y present less
obsta cles to a free communication-for we cannot perform impossibil it ies.

I now beg to hand you a Sta teme nt o f all th e monies in m y hands co llected on
account of your Steame rs wi th a draft on Messr s. Prime, \ Va nl & King for the ba lance
am ounting to S2i5 , H cts-the receipt of wh ich I request you will be so good as to
acknowledge.

rema in respectfully
Gentlemen Yrble Ser

T. A. Sta yner
Dy P .M. Genl.

Messrs . A, Bell & Co ,
New York

Figur e 2. le"er from th e General Post Off ice in Qu eb ec to Abraham Bell & Co. transmilli ng steamship postage
freight mo ney from Canada for the " 55 l ive rpool."

Here is a very sligh tly earlier letter from the postmaster in Toronto showing
how the postmaster there sent the letters on to Abraham Bell and the remittance
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to the Deputy Postmaster General in Quebec.
Post Office

Toronto 28th Feb'y 1839.
Gent lemen

I tak e the liberty to enclose a letter from a friend of mi ne which I cannot send
in th e regu lar way as I can only make up one mail to send to an yone of the Steam ers.
I will consider it a favor if you will send the same by the Liverpool Steamer if in
time. If not in time by the first packet and I shall include the amount [of] Steam
ship postage in the first account I render to th e Dy, Postmaster General of postage
per steamers for which you are Agent.

am. Gentlemen
Your a bed t

Cha o Buesy P.M.

C/ ' '
~ • • l

Flgur. 3. 1.".r from Pos'm..'.r in Nlagaro 'oiling how h. hOi pul up a po"er for Abraham aen & Co. and
thl "55 Liverpool."

In any case, the enti re Canadian system was wiped out on the 4th of De
cember, 1840, as per the following directive of that date, no doubt occasioned
by the fact that the Cu nard Lin e began July 4, 1840, under the control of
the G.p.a. :

T he Deputy Post Mast er Gene ral having recei ved orders from His Lordship the
Post Master Gen era\' immediately to di scontinue th e collection of what is called
" Freight-money" upon leuers sent from this Country to Europe, intended to be for 
warded by the Merchant Steamers and Sailing Packets from th e United States, gives
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notice that henc eforth he cannot permit th e collection of th is charge by the Post Office
in these Provin ces.

The Deputy Post Master Ge nera l thi nks it his du ty to exp la in to the Public th at
the rea sons assigned by Her Maj esty's Post Master Gen eral under the approval of
the Lords Commissione rs of the Treasury, for putting a sto p to the practice alluded
to , are the great addition al ad vantages afforded by th e Nat ional Steam Packets, via
Hali fax and Liverpool , to th e inter cou rse bet ween th e Moth er Country and Bri tish
Nort h Americ a. and th e fact that persons in Ca nada. wh o ma y be willing to pay the
heavy extra cha rges imposed by the owners of th e privat e Vessels in the United States
have all th e means of do ing so by addressing th eir INters to the care of an Agent at
New York.
In England the collect ion of freight money for the east to west voyages

was never allowed by the British Post Mas ter General, whose interest was in
main ta ining the sending of mail first by the official British Packet system, and
then in 1840 by the government subsidized Cunard Line. I have seen no evi
dence of freig ht money collected from continental coun tries for east to west
voyages, nor of mac hin ery set up for the collection of such freight money.

In th is picture we have not specifically mentioned th e fast sailing ships
of the United States which also got into the act immediately, as can be seen
from the da tes of the let ters available, and on which 12~ cen ts per single sheet
and mul tiples of that ra te for mul tiple sheets were cha rge d. While the steam
ships got the best of the bu siness, a great deal of it wen t by sailing ships be
cause of the 50 percen t discount offered.

rflt'tjl <M.fJfI/ dlhl!J1l- .

.JEIf7;;,. 01/11 2.2 ""1d'Jf/.

Figu,e 4. Letl e, f,o m the City New. Roorn .t S. lem, M... ., to Bell.

In the United States not only were the post offices authorized to collect
the freight money but also traditional gathering spo ts for transatlantic mail
such as the City News Rooms and some of the coffee houses seem also to have
been recognized by the stea mship companies and pro bably the sailing ship
companies by the granting to them of commis sions as collecting spots for mail
which was then forwarded to the agents for the stea mship and sailing vessel
lines.

Th ere is illustrated (Figure 4), for instance, correspondence from the City
News Room, Salem , Mass., to Abraham A. Bell & Com pany (who were agen ts
for th e Transatlantic Steam Ship Company) for letters rece ived, less their com-
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Figure 5. 5111emenl 10 Abrahim 8el1 from Ihe posl office in New York. Nole Ihll Ihey receiv ed 8 perc enl Ind
I iso hind led incom ing waybills from olhlr posl offic e•.

mission. The postmasters of every city were also granted commissions from 7~
to 10 percent for their cooperation in collecting and forwarding the fre igh t
money , which no doubt was one of the reasons there was no objection to it
in the United States.

Illustrated with this arti cle (Figure 6) is a copy of Abraham Bell's announce
ment, showing not only th e cost of passage and freight on the transatlantic
steamships, but also the ship's postage or freight money which is 215¢ for a
single letter and proportionally higher for a greater number of leaves. News 
papers, however, went at 2¢ each and periodicals, magazines and pamphlets
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PER TUE TRA NS-ULANTIC STEAM SHIP COMPANY'S SHIps.

FROM NEW YORK TO lIYfRPOOl.

PAS S.\ GE in the Ma in Sa loon, t h irl }'~fhcGuiuc{p.

In the Fqr, SalOOA , lhirt)' Guinens,

Childre n tinder th irte e n yen ra (m,1 Ser vem -, bnlr peiee .

FR I'IGHT.-Light Qood. , C!J sleriing per Ion of 411 <;"hic fee l.

Oiber Good... 14 IHerling pe r pound we- ight.

Spede unde r £Z:l,IlUU-l.2 P Cl (,t. over 3..8 per ct.

Pe rcele e:hargetl e rcc rding It! .ise and val ue, and mu. t be pnid fOf at tbe

.A ge llt t~ O rt1rc at lite time of entering the m on Iho Boou

:,HIP'S POSTAGE._Single Leuer, U·'~D" .

Do"h l./ . do;

T riple, do.

Qunrlruple. rio

And on. dollar per ounce for P.ckel~ or I."'.t~!">

CamP"'*'td ef one or mure 0 1he r arlicle ••...(,A
. I

Ne w.pope.... • ! eea t...eh,

Pe riodlcale, Mngozine. and Pnmphle"tl,t '0'1,: ' per ah~t.

FOR EIGN POSTAGE.-Lette,. for places out of the UnlI

the Inland Engh ah pootag. has to

charged one doll.. per.\. ingl" . hee l

Aft above.

Figure 6. A reduc.d·si.. post.r of Abr.h.m Bell & Co. showing the t.riff for freight mon.y al w.1I as for
p....ge on their .hip•.

went at 2¢. per sheet. "FOREIGN POSTAGE.-Letters for places out of the
United Kingdom and France, where the Inland English postage has to be paid
by the Company, are charged one dollar per single sheet, and in proportion
for all others as above." Though I have not seen printed evidence of the other
companies' charges, no doubt they were competitive.

Now we come to the trick of determining, if possible, how freight money
was paid on the letters from the evidence of the covers themselves and here
is the chief difficulty. All of the letters which I have seen from Canada and all
of those I have seen pictures of in such books as Staff and Boggs, show the
packet postage and the postage to New York (both Canadian and U.S.) recorded
separately on the cover as on Figure 7, a cover from Loughboro, Upper Canada,
via New York to England. If they were not recorded separately, I know of no
way of telling except by the rating; and I have not seen a Canadian cover where
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Figure 7. Clnodiln pOlllge il Ind lClled in red under "Pickel" II 4'hd. Pickel fre ight money II mlrked PAID
al 12V2 In d U.S. poslage of 183;" is alse mlrked with boxed PAID on Ihis Loughboro, Canada, cover.

the rating would indicate freight money collected and included in the total
rating, though such th ere may be. Another Canadian cover is shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8. 'Here i. a Clnldiln cover Ihowing U.S. pos tlge of 251-' , pICkel fre ight money of 121h ¢ end Cenl dlln
pOlllge of 7d, w ith the mlnuscripl lownmlrk al upper left.

In th e United States we come to a grea t variety of methods of showing the
postage plu s freight money. In the first place, the cit y with the lar gest usage,
i.e., New York , did not show the freight money on the cover as far as I or previ
ous students have been able to determine.

On a cover from Ha vana carried out of the mail to New York, the for
warders Heckschers, Coster & ,~Iatfeld placed their f.a.c . up on th e reverse.
Th e letter carries no ra ting upon it, nor a New York post office marking and
was undoubtedl y ha nde d directly to the ship's agents (or on bo ard) as th e
Liverpool was specified on the face of the cover (Figures 9a & 9b). Though
this cover is included to show how New York mail was treated, I cannot con 
sider New York covers in genera l to be freight mon ey covers, because they
show no evide nce of freight money payment. I recognize that a New York cover
endors ed "per Grea t Western" undoubtedly had freight money paid for its
transmission after th e first voyag e, but unlike covers from other cities, the
cover itself does not show the freight money evide nce. Th e collecting of such
covers , like everything else in ph ilat ely, is up to the indi vidu al.
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Figure ,". The f ro nt of the listed " 55 Liv. r pool" cover from Hl ve nl w hi ch . hows ty plcel lack of mlrking. on
• cover fro m New York . This cover was handled by a forwarde r in New York .
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Figure 'b. R.v .... of co ver in Figure '" . how. F.A .C. of 'he forwlrder. LIVERPOO L 5HIP LETTE R ml rk ing I nd
London arrival marking .

(T o be continued)
NEW YORK POSTMASTER'S PROVISIONALS INITIALED "RHM"
USED ON COVERS ADDRESSED TO NEW YORK CITY

PHILIP T. WALL

All of the known covers bearing New York Postmaster's Provisionals initialed
"RHM" (Scott 9X1b ) used on mail addressed fa New York City are from the
correspond ence of J ames Lenox and were mailed from New Hamburgh, New
York, in th e secon half of 1845.

THE WRITER

Mrs. DeWitt L. Alexand re (nee Cynthia Banks ), a descenda nt of James
Lenox's sister, Mrs. William Banks, has given me the followin g information
on Mr. Lenox:

James Lenox, only surviving son of Rob ert Lenox an d Rachel Carmer,
was born August 1, 1800, was graduated from Columbia in 1818 and from
Princeton, M.A., in 1821 and admitted to the bar. In 1826 he was taken into
partn ership by his father and continued until shortly after his father's death
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when he retired to give his attention to his esta tes and to collecting books .
He gave the Lenox Library to the City of New York in 1870, a very handsome
white marble building on 5th Avenue and 70th to 7lst Streets. Opposite, on
the Central Park wall is a bro nze bust of the architect , Richard Holman Hu nt ,
forever looking across to his finest work, the Lenox Lib rary, now no longer
there. Th e city consolidated the Astor, Lenox and Tilden Libraries into the
N. Y. Public Library, opened in 1911. The Lenox Lib rary site is now the Fri ck
Art Gallery. James Lenox also deeded the block from Madison Avenue to Park
Avenu e and from 70th to 7lst Stree t to the Presbyterian Hospital which occu
pied the site until 1925 when it moved to 188th Street. This land was on part
of the old Lenox Farm, which Robert Lenox had acquired in the early 19th
Century for a bad debt. In his will drawn in 1829, Robert Lenox directed his
executors "not to sell my farm at the Five Mile Post as I think somed ay there
will be a village there." Th e farm ran from 5th Avenue to Park from the North
side of 68th Street to the South side of 74th Street . No part of thi s very valuable
holding was sold until 1864. James Lenox died unm arri ed February 17, 1880.
Six sisters grew up , five married, four left descendants : Mrs. Robert Maitland,
Mrs. William Banks, Mrs. David Sproat Kennedy, Mrs. John Fish er Sheafe.

Fl,uro 1. New York 5¢ ini.
tilled "RHM" on covor dlto
lined "Now Hlmburgh." but
pOltmlrkod It Now York July
26, 1845.

From independent sources I have learned that Robert Lenox immigrated
to New York City from Scotland in the 1790s and soon established what was
to become one of the largest import-export businesses in that city . His son
James appa rently had little interest in the business because he sold it almost
immedi ately upon the death of his fath er in 1840. At the time of his death ,
Robert Lenox wa s one of the wealthiest men in the United States and, as was
the custom in this country in the mid -19th century, the bulk of his estate was
left to his oldest son (and in this case his only male heir ), James. Jam es Lenox
had no immediate family and after 1840 no regular occupation or profession,
and his only real interest in life appears to hav e been the buil ding of th e largest
private library in the New World.

e:----
Flguro 2. Cov.. from Now
Hlmburgh, N.Y., Aug. 9, with
"RHM" .bmp.

'/rt-~~~/z< .j
a/L-7~

-'~ t?~

~1~~~'o/
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~j~.
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Figur. 3. From N.w Him·
bur9h , N.Y., AU9. 12, 10 N.w
York City, with "RHM" .t.mp.
0"" of four covers Iddr....d
10 Thom.. Cillend.r.

THE LOCATION WHERE THE LETTERS WERE WRITTEN

New Hamburgh , New York, is locat ed in Duchess County on the east bank
of the Hudson River approximately 6.'5 miles north of midtown Man ha ttan.
When I visited the area in th e summ er of 1974, the bu siness district had com
pletely disappeared, an d th e few remaining buildings were either aba ndoned
or boarded up. Th e only evide nce of life was a marina opera ting in a natural
cove th at makes for an excellent river harb or. I am told that in th e 1840s New
Hamburgh was one of the major river ports along th e H udson River and farmers
as far away as western Connecticut wo uld bring th eir produce by wago n to
New Hamburgh to have it shipped to New York City.

North of New Hambur gh the land rises to a point several hundred feet
above th e river , and this bluff extends for seve ra l miles toward Poughkeepsie.
Approximat ely two miles north of the cen ter of the village th ere existed in the
1840s two adjoi ning estates , Nethe rwood and The Cedars. Both manor houses
have long since been destroy ed , eithe r by fire (The Cedars ) or torn down
( Ne therwood), but I am told th at it is believed that both houses had approxi
mately 35 rooms each and were on tracts of land that ran from River Road
to the Hudson River, a di stance of approximate ly. three-qua rters of a mile. Th e
view from the gatehouse of Th e Cedars wh ere the present own ers were living
in 1974 is magnificent as th e Hudson bends slightly to the southwest at th is
point. Th e highlight of my visit was see ing wild foxes playing on th e front lawn .

.,.
A r" ,~,..-e-:

??ZJ · d 7

Figure 4. Anolher Cillender cov.r whIch bel,. • 3, City Displtch Post stlmp in .ddltlon to the N.w York 5,
inlti.led "RHM."
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The decade of the 1840s was before wealthy New Yorkers built "summer
cottages" on Long Island, Newpo rt and Bar Harbor, and I cannot imagine a
more pleasant place to spend the hot summer and early fall months than at
an estate on a high bluff along the Hudson River .

Figure 5. From New H.....
burgh. Sept . 2. An uncencened
3, City Dllp.tch POlt It.mp.
wh ich W.I . Hlxed be low theS, New York, hIS been re
moved.

/'
-Is,...
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~ .r-:

~ -.("~ ~
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Figure 6. Cover pOltm.rked
Sept . 6 .t New H.mburgh,
N.Y. The New York S, wi th
" RHM" Init l. 1s il tied by two
It rlk.. of the NYC PAID.

THE SETTING
In the summer of 1845, James Lenox was having built for him a Town

house on lower 5th Avenue which was at that time the most fashionabl e resi
dential section of New York City. The primary purpose of this new home was
to house his rapidly expanding library. In recent years, I have had corre
spondence with the descend ants of two of James Lenox's sisters. Both were of
the opinion that James Lenox never owned either of the estates of Netherwood
and The Cedars but was merely a guest at Netherwood while his new home
was und er construction. The contents of Cover # 1 discussed some problems
that had arisen in the construction of the house.

THE COVERS
There are seven recorded covers written by James Lenox wh ile he was

staying in ew Hamburgh in the last half of 1845. It has been my privilege
to have either own ed or inspected the first six covers. Covers #2, 3, 4, 5 and 6
are headed "Nethe rwood", and Cover #1 is headed "New Hamburgh, Duchess
County." Strictly speaking, Cover #1 is a usage from rather than to New York
City , but I have grouped it with the others since it was written in New Ham
burgh. Covers # 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 are in an important eastern collection. Cover
#7 is purported' to be in a midwestern collection. Cover #4 is rumored to have
been sold by priva te treaty in 1975 for $4,500. Its present whereabouts is
unknown to me.

At one time cover #5 also ha d affixed to its front directly beneath the
provisional an uncanceled copy of the 3¢ Uni ted States City Dispatch Post

?ku-t-$~~-h-f a:
J'zY ~h~/ ~ (t:i /p ~

~ s: .tt~ 4Y
"-~ 4~ 4
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carrier 6LB5. This was submitted to the Philatelic Foundation which declined
an opinion (PFC 42441). Subsequently, someon e removed the carrier stamp
and resubmitted the cover to th e Philatelic Foundation at which time it was
fou nd to be genuine (PFC 44135). Cover # 4 which also has a carrier stamp
has been found to be genuine (PFC 47006 ).

A number of th ese covers have changed hands privately in recent yea rs
at prices that were substantia lly higher th an last realized at public auction.

~ 7./~

1. J /, /rl¥t" 1.1~ .tt::c

L JV'.-4£ .

Fig ure 7. New York 5¢ inilil led " RHM" used from New Hlmburgh, N.Y., Oct . 16, 1845 . Wri"en-II were III
the fol ded letters shown here-by Jlmes Leno x, founder of th e New York Public Lib rlry .

NEW HAMBURGH COVERS

R ep 0 r t e d to have
c h a n g e d hands a t
S3.OOO in 1974.
H erst 4-3-69. lot 348
@ 1.600; Kell eh er JO·
4-74; lot 57 @ $2,200.
Mo zian 1-19-56. Nor
vin H . C ree n col., lo t
131 @ $480.

H . R. H armer. 1-23-68,
H indes col., lot 7 @
.'$3.200.

H . R . H armer , 5-22-6 1,
Sh ie rson col. , lot 45 @
$1,550; Kelleher, 10-4
74, lot 55 @ $2.600.
H. R . H arm er . 5-22-61.
Sh ier son lot 46 @
$ 1.100 Kelleher. 10
4-74, lo t 56 @ S2.6oo.

4 mgns bu t scisso rs cu t
in R mg n: not t ied ;
pos . 5. Also has un 
canceled 3¢ carrier
United Sta tes City
Dispatch I' 0 s t (3¢
b lue . glazed paper ,
6LB 5) .
Apparen tly 4 mgn s.
pen ca nce led; not t ied .
Posit ion u nknown .
Cut into UL. T ied 2
stri kes red PAI D. Pos.
II (?).
4 mgns bu t defect in
LR cor ner ., T ied red
PAID. Pos.

" mgns n ot tied , pen
canceled ; pos. 40~

Wm . Bird . care of
W alter Lowne, Esq .,
corner of . Cen tr e &
R eade Sts., Ne w York.
Thoma s L. Ca llender,
Esq ., Sun Mu tual Ins.
Co. , Wall sr., New
Yor k; rec. 13 Au g.
Ca llender ; re c. 21 Aug.20 Aug.

12 Aug.

9 Aug.

5 2 Sept. Ca llend er: rec. 3 Sep t.

6 6 Sept. Ca lle nd er ; rec. 8 Sept.

7 16 Oct. R ev. Edw ard D. Smith ,
236 W est 20th s., New
York.

3

4

2

All lett ers have the head in g New H amllu rgh a nd a ll excep t cover # I a re head ed "Ne th 
crwood. " All were written by J ames Lenox , founder of th e New York Public Lib ra ry.

N o. Date Mailed A ddr essee & Date R ec, Stamp Descripti on A uction Data
I 26 July Ceo . M. Dexter , Esq ., T ied 2 pen ma rks, cut Siege l 2-24-66, lot 15

Boston . into LL corner. pos. @ 1,250.
37.
T ied 2 str ikes red
PA ID ; 4 mgns ; pos. 9.
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PLATING THE 5¢ NEW YORK

The finest article ever wri tten on plat ing the 40 positions-eight horizontal
rows of five stamps each-of thi s stamp was authored by Paul MacGuffin with
the assis tance of Stanley B. Ashbrook and was published in the May 1936
issue of Th e American Philatelist. At that time th e American Philateli c Society
had only sligh tly over 4,000 mem bers and in the intervening 42 years, most
of the copies containing this plat ing da ta hav e been lost to present day col
lectors. At the present time I have an amp le supply of plating cards and can
obta in several copies of each of the 40 posit ions of the stamps with which to
do a new plating art icle to be published in The Chronicle. Since th is would
involve many hours of time plus considerable eyestrain, I do not wish to
undertake th is task un less there is considerable interest in such an article.
All Route Agents int erested in plating the 5et New York are invited to write
me at 536 Woodvale Drive, Greensboro, North Caro lina, 27410, to indicate
their interest in such an articl e.

ADDENDA

In the February 1978 issue of Th e Chronicle, Creighton C. Hart continued
his series of articles on 1847 covers used from New York. This article included
data on th e postal markin gs used at the New York Cit y Post Office during the
1847-1851 period (Figure 2) and in addition contained a ph otograph of a pair
of New York Postm aster's Provision als used on a cover to Mobile, Alabama,
postm arked Novembe r 11, 1846 (Fi gure 1). T his use pr ecedes by several days
the earliest use of which I have a record of the red square or diamond grid
being used to cancel the Postmaster's stamps at the New York City Post Office,
and in my judgment must be considered as th e earliest known use of this
canceller until someone repo rts an earlier date. Thi s cover also has a most
interesting postmark- th e type illust rated by Mr. Hart in Figure 2-K. It will
be noted th e "10 CTS" is straight rather than curved as in Figures 2-H and 2-J.
Hart's records disclose only one 1847 cover with this type of postmark, and a
review of my own records of over 150 covers with either pairs or two singles
of th e 5et New York discloses only one additional cover with the Hart type
2-K postmark. This cover has a horizontal pa ir ( Pos. 14-15 ) with each stamp
canceled by the red curved Paid and is addressed to Greensboro , Alabama,
and postmarked April 30 ( 1847 ) . It was last sold at public auction by Rob ert A.
Siegel on April 12, 1962, as lot 12 in that sale. This cover is now in th e im
portant eastern collection ment ioned above.

Figure A. Unused poir with Type III·B init iol. , recently sold ot
auction .

My last ar ticle in the May 1978 issue of Th e Chronicle discus sed th e vari
ous types of initi als used to vali date th ese stamps, and I sta ted that I had
been un able to locate even one unused cop y with Type IlI-B initi als that has
four margins and is 100 percent sound. Shortly after mailing that article to
the Editor-in-Chief, copies of the auction catalogue for Robert A. Siegel's 1978
Rarit ies of the World Sale arr ived, and lot 10 was a very fine unuse d pair with
Type IlI-B initials, the left stam p having the lar ge double transfer found in
Pos, 7. This pair ( Figure A) sold for $900 and was possibly the sleeper in
the entire sale, if such a thing does in fact ever occur in a Siegel's Rarit ies Sale .

In my next article I shall disc uss covers addressed to New York City bear
ing stamps initialed "ACM".
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PHILATELIC BIBLIOPOLE
Authoritative Philatelic Literature

INTEREST
Great Britain, American Colonial, Trans-Atlantic, etc.

ACTS
of

PARLIAMENT
relating to

THE POST OFFICE
Post Office Acts 1838

Unrepea led Acts f rom 9 Ann (l7 10),
Ge orge I, William IV

I Victo ria, 7 acts , July 12 to 17, 1837
Index

151 pages
160 pages
137 pages

94 pages
18 pages

Post Office Acts 1844
5 Acts of Victo ria from Aug ust 14 , 1838 through 1844
Postage Rate by Packe t Boats in th e Mediterranea n, e tc.
Convey an ce of the Mails by Railway, Unifor m Rate Act
Act for the reg ulat ion of th e Duties on Postage
Act for the better regu lation of Colonial Post

Index

Both of the above
$72.50

Reprinted in 1977 by letterpress in an edition of 300 sets with the
consent and permission of HER MAJ ESTY'S STATIONERY OFFICE.
Some of these Acts have not been re printed since 1793 in book
form .

Each volume is ha nd bound in Y4 leather, Tan Calf with gold stamp
ing on the spine and Buckram cloth on the sid es.

May We Have Your Want Listl
We try to ma intain a comprehensive stock of new and out of print authorita tive
ph ilatelic liter ature on 18th and 19th century US, CSA, GB, Canad a in addition
to Ma ritime and Forgeries. We deal f rom sto ck and do not dropshi p. All prices
include box ing and book post to any pa rt of th e world .

Leonard H . Hartmann
Post Office Box 21397 Louisville, Ky. 40221
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THE PRESTAMP AND

STAMPLESS PERIOD
KENNETH R. DE LISLE, Editor
HANDLING THE U.S. MILITARY MAILS DURING THE WAR
WITH MEXICO: 1846-48

DALE R. PULVER
(Continued from Chronicle 98 :93 )

RATE, "FREE" AND SERVICE MARKINGS
For the mails handled in the northern campaign the rate markings can

be explained quite simply. Pri or to handstamp use, rates were noted in manu
script. Those applied in the field were inva riably a "10" for nearly all letters were
destined to points in excess of 300 miles distant. A handstamp "10" me asuring
14xlO.5mm. came into use during October , 1846, and appears to have been
employed throughout th e period covered by th is stu dy . (This was not true for
the postoffice at Vera cru z as we sha ll see later .) Conceivably, a rate of "5"
might have been used for letters to nearby points in Texas, .b ut such are not
known to me. Furthermore, T have not yet discovered any regulations stating
the standard U.S. postal rates applied to th e ter rito ry we are considering during
the time of the war. .

figure 11. Cover showing "Free" marking on official correspondence.

Occasionally, letters are encountered with "Free" notations as seen in
Figure 11. When correspondence was sent on official government business
regulations permitted free carriage. Anothe r provision for fre e passage was
enacted during the war which allowed relatives an d friends to mail letters
free of postage to soldiers in the field. Quoting in part from page 87, Section 4
of the 1847 Postal Laws and Regulations, "... all letters, newspapers , and other
packets, not exceeding in weight one ounce, dir ect ed to any officer, musician or
private of the United Stat es in Mexico, or at an y post or place on the frontier
of the U.S., bordering on Mexico, shall be conv eyed in the mail free of postage."
Th e regulation further spe cified that th e letters should bear the notation "belong
ing to the Army," but thi s does not seem to have been str ictly enforced. Many
covers bear other wordings or none at all. Th e regul at ion took effect March 1,
1847, and was to remain in effect for th e duration of the war and three months
thereafter.
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Figure 12. Two letters from Grassy Creek, No . Carol ina, demonstrating fr•• franking authorized fo r prjye'. letten
to soldiers on duty in 'he war zon e .

There was a good reason for thi s pr ivilege. Soldiers at the front frequently
went for long periods without pay and often found themselves without funds to
redeem letters sent to th em collect. In th is way, troops would not be denied
ne ws of hom e and loved ones, so essential to good morale. Fi gure 12 shows two
letters from the same correspondence which demonstrat e the free franking use .
The first, dated March 10, 1847, was se nt 10 cents collec t. The second, mailed
a month later, bo re the "free" marking. Tech nically, the first letter could have
gone free (and perhap s it did) since the law took effec t Ma rch 1st. But word of
the pri vilege obviously had not yet reached the sende r, who lived in a small
North Carolina town, wh en he wrote the letter.

MANUSCRIPT TOWN NAMES
Additional mention shou ld be mad e concerning th e use of manuscript nota

tions on letters of thi s period. As pointed out earlier, Pt. Isabel used a manu
script postm ark until a handstamp was obtained . As T aylor 's army moved west
ward and south into north-central Mexico, letters wr itten by tr oops under his
command frequently bore manuscr ipt names of camps or locations his forc es
occupied . The manuscript name "Matamoros ," for example, is quite common.
T his practice seems to indicate th at considerable effort was mad e to organize
the gathering and dispat ch of letters. In the case of Mat amoros we know that
shallow draft steamers came up the river th at far to deliver troops and supp lies.
And we also know that mail was taken aboa rd these ships for direct transfer to
New Orleans, bypassing Pt. Isabel or Bra zos. Fi gure 13 illustrates such a lett er.

On letters wh ere a camp or locati on nam e appears and which later cleared
through and were postm ark ed in Pt. Isabel or Brazos, it is interesting to check
the tim e required for th e transfer. This varie d from a few days up to weeks
if th e letter originated from an outpos t in the interior . No doubt the mail was
carried by the horse or mule-drawn supply trains an d these took considerable
time to complete their journeys. It is cer ta in tha t faster methods were used for
official messages. The writer of th e letter in F igure 4 says he mu st finish his
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letter quickly to catch the "express." Still , 10 days were required for this letter
to reach the coastl
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Figur. 13. Loll.. wri"en in Ma'amoros and posted 'her. on ship lor direct 'ransl.r '0 New Orl.ans.

I have seen,manuscript notations from Buena Vista , Camargo, Camp Palo
Alto, Camp Sabmita, Marin, Matamoros, Monterrey, Pt. Isabel, and Saltillo. I
am certain there must be many more and again I urg e readers to advise me of
names not included above,

EXPEDITIONS TO TAMPICO AND CHIHUAHUA
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Figur. 14. Double circular dale s'amp used "' Tampico in 1847. Leiter is datelined Nationll Palace, Mexico City,
and mi . notation at upper right read., "From the Army of Gen . seoh." (Courtesy of Jerome Schwimmer.)

Before concluding this section on the northern campaign, we should take
note of two other minor actions. In Novemb er, 1846, U.S. Naval forces occupied
Tampico without opposition and established there a garrison. In his book ter
Braake illustrates a letter dated May 8, 1847, with a straightline TAMPICO
handstamped marking. Sampson rat es this as "Scarce A" and certainly it should
be. Figure 14 illustrates a most interesting cover with another Tampico postmark
in circular form used during the war. It also shows a large "10" rate marking.
This letter was written at the National Palac e in Mexico City September 18, 1847,
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only four days after Gen . Scott had gained possession of the Mexican capital.
It is somewhat of a mystery why thi s letter we nt out at Tampico inst ead of
Veracruz, th e supply port for the central campa ign. But , as we shall see in th e
next section, gue rr illas along the Mexico-Veracru z route were constantly har
assing the U.S. supply trains and perhaps the writer decided on a slower,
but safer dispatch to Tamp ico where it was handed over to th e U.S. provisional
postal authorities there.

Early in 1847, Col. Alexander Doniphan, who was attached to th e Army
of the ' Vest, led a small forc e into central Mexico with the intent of captur ing
Chihuahua. He had to fight only one sma ll skirmish alon g th e way, and was
ab le to occupy his objective March 2, 1847, without serious resistance. He re
mained th ere only two months before hein g orde red to evacuate and join
Taylor 's forc es in Monterrey. Again, ter Braake illustr at es a letter written on th e
personal statione ry of th e Governor of Ch ihu ahua by an American soldier wh ile
he was th ere and which was carr ied overland hack to Missouri to be placed in
the U.S. mails at Indep endenc e. In their arti cle "Ga teway to the West," which
appeared in th is journal (Chronicle 92:255) Tom Alexande r and David Beals
III illu strate .a Mexican War letter from Col. Doniphan to Pres. Polk wri tten in
July, 1847. Doniph an was then located in what is now New Mexico and the
let ter also went overland to Liberty, Mo., where it ente red the U.S. ma ils.

Covers from the Tampico or Chihuahua expedi tions must be consi dered
items of great rarity. In both cases, only a few men were involved in the action
an d, as noted, the occupation of Chihuahua was of very short duration. Dis
covery of covers from these campaigns ma y be the reward of a patient searche r.
Letters may not bear provisional markings and in such cases mus t be identified
by the dateline or written contents.

As stated at the onset of this article, we will next study the military mail
from the invasion through Veracruz which resulted in the capture of Mexico City.

(T o be contin ue d )
ALAN T. ATKINS

ASDA

APS· uspes - SPA

- OLD u.S. eOVERS-

wes

eSA - usee- APe

Phone: 513/831-6781

PROUDLY SERVING
Postal Historians, Collectors of Foreign,

Old Confederate and Classic U.S. Covers.

WE BUY AND SElL OLD U.S., FOREI GN

A ND CONFEDERATE COVERS.

"Give Y our Collection Our Bes t"
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THE 1847-51 PERIOD
CREIGHTON C. HART, Editor
1847 N.Y. COVERS VIA R.R., SHIP AND STEAMBOAT
CREIGHTON C. HART

In the firs t article on covers from New York sta te , I observed that this is
a very big subject to be covered in four or five art icles. Th is is the fifth and
last article and ind eed it has proven to be a very big subj ect , really a small
book or booklet is justifi ed on this one issue to give all the available informa
tion of interest to specialists in the Empire sta te. I hope the se few articles will
inspire someone to do th is.

Covers with railro ad , steamshi p or steamboat postmarks are popular in
themselves, especially if they are rare or clearly struck. Th e railroad , steamship
and steamboat letters discussed here have a New York associated name in the
postmark or are known to have been carri ed at least part way within New York
state.

So far , 12 of the 36 different railroad postmarks listed with '47 stamps!
are connected with New York. Th e 12 with the number of covers listed for each
are as follows :

Boston & Albany 37 T ro y & Whitehall 4
x. Y. & Philadelp h ia 30 Ph ilad elphia 3 p lus
Al bany & Bu ffal o 25 T ro y & Ru tland 2
Lon g Isla nd 19 1'\. Y. & H arl em 1
N . Y. & New H aven 12 Harlem I
N . Y. & Erie 7 Balt imore I plus

Some of these postmarks are known in more than one typ e and color. Chuck
Remele's book'' is the source of much information and gives the picturesqu e
early history for many of them. In his railroad book , Remele states that five
of th e 12 are terminal ma rkings because no rai lroads existed named Boston &
Albany, N. Y. & Phil ad elphia, Alba ny & Buffalo, Troy & Rutland or Troy &
Whitehall .

Th e Lon g Island rail road ran from 14th Street in New York City to Green
port, 101 miles away at the far end of Lon g Island. Th e Greenport post office
received 5400 five cent stamps and to date no 5c1. cover bearing a Greenport
postmark has been reported. As happened at other post offices letters mail ed
at Greenport probably bear a Long Island ra ilroad postm ark applied by a
route agent after the lett ers had been hand ed to him by the Greenport post
master.

Most '47 stamps on Lon g Island Railroad covers have been pen cancelled
often with a surplus of pen strokes. Th e expert faker who began operations
soon after World War II chose this popular railroad for applying fraudulent
postmarks and cleaned stamps to genuine covers previously lacking both postal
markings and stamps, apparently having heen carried outside the mail. Th ere
will be occasions to refer to th is expe rt faker later so, for short , I'll call him
Mr. Janus A. Faker.

Remele sta tes that the Troy & Rutl and postmark was not used pri or to 1852
so covers bearing '47 stamps probabl y have the stamps added- except that an
illegal lat e use is remote ly possible. On July 1, 1851, the 5c1. rate was reduced
to Sci. for prep aid letters but rem ained at 5c1. for unpa id. There wa s enough
lingering skepticism about the delivery of prepaid lett ers so that man y were
continued to be sent collect. These stampless letters are rat ed "5" with a hand
stamp for five cents du e. To these stampless covers some thoughtless collectors
have added stamps and I ha ve noted covers postm arked Boston & Albany
and N. Y. & Phil ad elphia wh ere this was done. Th ese genuine covers, except

I. Charles L. T owle, " Ra ilroad Rou te Age nt Markings Found with 5-cent and l O-cen t
1847 Stamps on Cove r ," Ch ron icle 84: 198·200.

2. C. W. Rem el e, United States R ailroad Postm arks /8J i to 186 1, 1958. T he American
Philateli c Socie ty.
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for the added 5ci stamp, have appeared in di spersal auction of prominent col
lectors and I believe probably were in existence long before Mr. Janus A. Faker
began his production.

Figu re 1. The straight lin e STEAMBOAT .hows th is leiter W iS d e livered to the N. Y. post offi ce by a nen
ee e teeet ee es tw ise beet . The N ew York SHIP postmark cancelli ng the pair of 10¢ stamp s wa s fo r use on incoming
oc ean mail carried by a private ship. There is no letter port ion still attached to this add ress leaf so the ori9 in
is unkno w n exc ept tha t it w as from outside Ne w York City . Upo n ~rriva l at 'h at post offi ce it w as for wa rded
to Farmv ille , Florida.

Both th e N.Y. & Harl em Railroad and the Harl em Railroad postmarks
were used on th e N. Y. & Harlem Railroad , ofte n called just Harlem Railroad.
Remele tells us that thi s was origina lly a horse-d rawn stree t railway from
14th Street to Harl em Villege, a distance of 7 miles. Remele considers both
marks rare.

The Philad elphia & Baltimore Railro ad straightline postal markin gs are
both known on cove rs with New York townmarks. My listing gives priority
to month and day dat ed townmark s so I do not know how many of each there
are with the New York postmark. Probabl y a dozen or more for Philadelphia
an d two or three for Baltimor e. Covers also exist with only th e Phil ad elphia
or Baltimore R.R. marking witho ut any townmark that were ca rried within
New York sta te. Th e number noted in th e earlier tabulation is for covers with
only the respecti ve ra ilroad handstamp.

Of course, nearl y all of th e 152 railroad '47 cove rs are genu ine and, except
for th e Long Island Hailroad covers described above, none of the fakes are
dan gerous-but it does pay to be knowled geab le and to be careful. When
in doubt ask the opinion of the Ph ila telic Foundation or the A.P.S. expert
committees or an 1847 specialist. The wri tt en opinion of an expe rt committ ee
carries mor e weigh t for a longer period than th e opinion of a mor ta l indivi dua l.

John Eggen, wh o specializes in packet markings, tells me that the Post
Office Department decid ed in 1825 that mail carried by ocean ship sho uld be
ca lled Steam ship or SHIP lett ers and letters carried by inland wa terway boa ts
be handstamped Steamboat or Boat. Ma il carri ed between Mob ile an d New
Orleans and coastwise near New York was consid ered inland boa t mail.

There are very few ocean mail '47 covers wit h SHIP correctly used.
( Figure 1) . Th ere are two such covers addresse d to Ca lifornia" and ano ther
to Florida. Some incoming letters from Panama ha ve STEAM /SHIP struck
in black ( F igure 2 ) . An unusual PAID/SHIP 5ri cover was recent ly sold by
Rob er t A. Siegel in 1977 wh en th e Paul Rohl off collec tion wa s dispersed. The
SHIP designation was justified because the route taken from New York was
down the eas t side of New Jersey th en up th e west side on the Delaware to
Quakertown .

At times the ew York SHlp4 postm ark was pr essed into serv ice at New
--- -

3. J. David Bake r, " Posta l H istory Collection," Robert A. Siegel Au ction Ca lla ries, Inc.,
Apri l 4. 1978, Lot 62; W . Scott Po lla nd , M.D., "A Most Unusua l Cover wi th New York Ocea n
Mail Postmark," Il'est en! Express. J anuary 1964.

4. Cre igh ton C. H art , " 1847 Cove rs from New York City," Ch ronicle 97:26.
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Figure 2. Thll coyer w llh 30 , In pOllage w.. mail ed from Ihe Pacific side of Panam a. The rale from Ihe Atlenl ic
. ide was 20¢. The STEAM/SHIP in black wal slruck upon a"iyal al New York. The siampi had been pen .cancelled
in Panam a.

York, being used in place of th e regular townmark. Althou gh incorrectly used
on inland domesti c mail , thi s rar e usage is valued by specialists. As is to be
expected, ocean mail to Calif orni a via Pan ama did not become common until
after th e discovery of gold and until th e 1851 issue had supe rsede d th e 1847
stamps. Th is first type of ocea n postmark was followed by othe r typ es illus
trated and discussed in W estern Express" by Dr. Scott Poll and. All types of
ocean mail postmark s appear almost entirely on later issues.

,; . \\' . Scott Poll and . M.D.. " T he Nell' York Ocean :\fail Postma rks Via I'an am a to Ca li
foria and Oregon, " 11''' .11,·,." EX/JI'e .lS. J anuary 1964.
FINAL REPORT ON NEW YORK POSTMARKS
Ezra Co le, who has a special in terest in western N.Y. post offic es, reports

a Gain es and an East Clarkson pos tmark on covers with 1847 stamps. Three
Clarkson covers had been reported but thi s is th e only one from Ea st Clark son .
Also, Cole has a lO¢ cover from Jamestown which is in addition to 5¢ covers
known from there.

Thi s survey has had consid erable read er response evide ncing the great
inter est in postmarks from the Empire State. In an ea rly issue there will be a
complet e list of all New York postmarks reported in this survey .
A NEW EARLIEST lO ¢ BISECT
CREIGHTON C. HART .

It is not often that an earliest use can be reported of an IS47 cover. In the
August 1969 Chronicle, Dave Baker , Susan McDonald and I collaborated in an
ar ticle listing 98 ten cent bisect s. The earliest genuine cover in th at list was a
right vertical half from New York used May 14, 1848. Wesley A. Cro zier has
recently found one used ea rlie r (F igure 1) and 1 am pri vileged to illustrate
it in the Chronicle for our members.

Here in Crozier 's words is a description of the cover and the thrill he had
upon finding it :

I was pleased to receive your lct rer and glad th at Dan : J a rr ett called my fin d to
yo ur a tten tion. I ha ve bee n awa re of the im port an ce of this d iscovery since a little re
search to ld me th at th is is th e ea rliest kno wn lJ .S. h isect by a wid e margin,

I encl ose a ph ot ograph of the cove r. . . . Y OII will obs erve tha t th e dat e is Jan . 24.
1848. It is a vertica l bi sect , lef t side. hu ge margins top and bottom and nice margin
at left. The impression is ex tre mely sha rp and the stamp is fresh and clean. T he
Philada Pa , marking, in th e typica l Phil. dark blue of the pe riod . ties th e stam p to the
cove r pe rfect ly a t numerous poi n ts.

T h is item was di scovered in th e bottom of a steamer trunk fil led wit h old lett ers
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and papers . T here wer e numerou s envelopes and folded le tters from whi ch 1847's had
been cut or torn. Apparent ly th e bisect was passed by as worthless, hein g cut in ha lf.
T hank God !

When I di scover ed th e cover 1 was sq ua tt ing o n th e floor--I a lmost fell over back
wards l I n this case, indeed, tru th was stra nge r tha n fict io n. The u lti ma te dream of
ever y serio us ph ila teli st come true l

rT1tw~

~-
Figu re 1. The earli est known use of an 1847 bisect . Postmarked from Philadelphil Jlnuary 24, 1848. This is the
second bisect to be discovered sin ce 1972 . No 5¢ bisect has yet been found.

In addition to the Cro zier bisect , another bisect was recently found and was
sold in a Robert A. Siegel auction in 1972. Elizabeth C. Pope's ar ticle in the
November 1973 Chro nicle details the find that was made in an old house being
razed in Massachusetts.

Because of these two recen t "discover ies," , am reproducing a notice tha t
appeared in the N ew Yor k E vening Post January 5, 1850 (Figure 2). This news
item was qu oted by Lester Brookm an in 1966 under the heading "5 Cent 1847
Bisect?" The photograph illustrated here was supplied by the New York Public
Library and is reproduced in th e Chronicle for the first time in the philatelic
press.
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Figure 2. Not lc. in N.Y. newspaper, Jan. 5,
1850:

"STAMPS FOR NEWSPAPERS-At tho POlt
off ice in th is citr,' I hundred end fifty news·
papers not com nil from the oHice of the
paper which publIShed them , are daUr. reo
tecled beca ule tho postage is not pa d in
adv ance.

The Postm aste r, we lear n, h.. jUlt de ·
termined '0 allow the fi ve cent letter s'lmps,
divided in h.lves and quarters, to be used in
peyment of the po stage of newspapers. Hllf
of one of the.e stamps divided diagonally
Ind pasted on the envelope, will be recei ved
as equivalent to th e payment of two cents; a
quorter, by th. sam. mode of div isio n, is
equivalent to th e payment of one cont
postege.

This arra nge menl will obviate the necess ity
of a gre et dOlI of del ay el the post off ico
w Indows. In the paymenl of newsp"per
postage," (Photograph by th. Now York
Public Librery).

Robert Morris , the New York Postmaster, was a career pu blic servant and
is the man who is quoted. It can be assumed that b isects of both values were
always recognized at the New York pos t ' office and probably at others too
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because Morris is the man whose advi ce oth er postm asters usually asked rather
than that of the Postmaster Gen eral in Wa shington whose job was a political plum.

Can there still be oth er overlooked bisects including the 5¢ valu e? Th e 5¢
stamp could have been bisected to pay the 2¢ drop rate or the 12~¢ rate to
Cuba as well as for newspap ers. Two stamped covers to Cub a and six drop let
ters are known but non e are bisect ed .I Th e E oen ing Post news item states that
the divided stamps may be past ed on envelopes. En velopes were seldom used
in 1850 even for first class cor respond enc e and prob abl y less for newspapers.
The 5¢ bisects are more apt to be found on a wrapper such as was illustrated in
David Bear s article "Bisects of the Three Cent 1851 Issue" in the November
1972 Chronicle . Such a wrapper or envelope may be among old newspapers
stored away long ago. If a 5¢ bisect turns up , be assured that it will be scru
tinized most carefully by 1847 specialists and expert committees because the
temp tation to fake such a cover is probably irr esistibl e.

I. Creigh to n C. Hart , "T he 2¢ Drop Rate on 180/ 7 Covers," Ch ronicle 75: 116-20.
POSTAL HISTORY MATERIAL

We specialize in cove rs of the world . We have a comp rehensive stock of
Confederate covers. In United State s, we stock Trans-Atlantic, Registered,
Specia l Delivery and ot her speci al usages . We usually have a fe w Terri
lorials and Wes ter ns, and we are strong in Hawaii.

NEW ENGLAND STAMP
643 Fifth Avenue South Nlple. , Florida 33940

Tel. (8 13) 262-6226
We buy better covers of

United States Offices in China
and

19th Century Trans-Pacific Mail

Please phone or write:

George

•AleVi!a-~-i-I~-i r-e -BI-V(-i S-u-ile- 3-0-7------

Santa Monic" .C , li fo rnic' 90 401
Tele phone IZ131 4 50 ·Z54 3
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Buyer or Seller
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

Especially for
Specialists

. Bid by
Phone, by Mail,

or in person .
. . No charge
for executing

bids .

Schiff Auctions Feature:
• Singles & Blocks • Coils & Booklets • Plate Blocks
• Postal History • Major Errors • Freaks & Varieties
• First Day Covers • Wholesale lots • Collections

U.S., U.N. and FOREIGN STAMPS

SELLERS:
BUYERS:

TO SECURE OUR NEXT AUCTION

CATALOG REMIT 75 ¢ (or) $ 1.50

FOR CATALOG AND PRICES REAL

IZED. I ·YEAR SUBSCRIPTION $8.50

U.S. (OVERSEAS $12.50).

Our commission is only 20% of
price real ized-no lotting charges,
but we do have minimums accept
ab le .
Contact us , descr ib ing your material
befo re sen d ing it to us . We can help
you decide w hethe r to sell outrigh t
or on consignment. With your de
scription , include your address and
te le p hone no.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT!

WanpttS Qt ~t4iff, Wr., c3Jttt.
Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers Established 1947

NEW ADDRESS: 195 Main Street, Ridgefield Park, N.J. 07660
Telephones (201) 641-5566 - From N.Y.C. 662-2777
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THE 1851-61 PERIOD
THOMAS J. ALEXANDER, Editor

DAVID T. BEALS III, Assoc. Editor
POSTAL FRAUD
In th e mid -ninet eenth century the Post Off ice Department was somewhat

paranoid on the qu estion of the reuse of postage stamps afte r th ey had already
done postal duty. After the Civil War elabora te schemes were proposed and
the grilling of stamps was actually introduced to prevent such double use.
The practice may have been widespread, but th ere is very little evidence of
it in today's collections. Several examples of embossed Nesbitt stamps being
cut off th eir enve lopes and pasted on folded letters or plain envelopes are
known. Presumabl y these were cut from stamped enve lopes th at had already
been used, but whi ch had escaped cancellation of th e stampe d portion of th e
envelope.

Two holf stomps occoptod for postogo ot Albony , N.Y., In 1855.

David L. Jarrett has submitted the remark abl e cover illustrated here. Th e
sender apparently soaked two stamps off their covers. One was cancelled on
the right side and the other on the left. She cut th e cancellations from each
stamp and "joined" the unused portions on this cover. Why th is would have
fooled a postal clerk in Albany is a mystery. The two stamps we re of distinctly
different shad es, and the joinin g of th em was rather less th an professional.
Neverthe less, the cover went through to Schenectady prepaid . Or , as Mr. Jarrett
jokingly suggests, perhaps thi s is a single rate prepaid with two bisects .
MAILS SUSPENDED IN MISSOURI
RICHARD KRIEGER

Wald o, Missouri , may not mean very much to you, the reader , but to
me it represents a littl e heaven on earth . A lot of reading, and many qu estions
asked in th e right places have come up with a very unusual piece of postal
history.

Th e unknown writer in Knoxville, Iowa, wh o addressed thi s letter on
August 24, 1861, to Lewis T. D. Pitchford in Wald o, Missouri, had no idea
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of the turn of events that wer e happening in the ar ea.
Confed erate troops under Gen. Ben McCullough and the Missouri State

Gu ard under Gen . Sterling Pri ce had routed th e Union forces commanded
by Gen . Na tha niel Lyon (whose body had been left on the field ) at the Battle
of-'Wilson's Creek on August 10, 1861. On August 11 th e Missouri State Guard
occupied th e City of Springfield and the re treating Union army fell back on
Rolla, in th e central part of Missouri. Waldo was a sleepy little town lying a
few mil es east of Springfield.

The letter wa s mailed on August 24, .1861, as Price was fanning out from
Springfield and working his way north to Lexington , which he occupied on
September 20, 1861.

-- .......
\ >.,

....\

1
Three cent star die envelope from Knoxville , Iowa , Aug . 24, 1861 , addressed '0 Missouri, and marked MAILSI
SUSPENDED in ova l.

News traveled ever so slowly, and the writer certainly was not awa re that
the Southern soldiers were in control of th e area, and th at the U.S. mails were
not in ope ration in the ar ea . The ~IAILS/SUSPENDED handstamp wa s ap
plied I know not where, and wh ether this letter was ever returned to th e sender ,
I cannot say.

To the best of my knowledge, thi s is th e first piece of Missouri posta l
history that can be linked directly to th e Southern cause.

Editor's Not e: The cover described in thi s article by Mr. Krieger is the
first example of offici al suspe nsion of th e U.S. mail s anywhe re in Missouri
during the Civil War of which I am aware. Discovery of the evidence ha s been
a lon g tim e coming, since mail obviously was not deliverable to ar eas occupied
by Confed erate troops or the Missouri State Guard. It wa s not until the ea rly
Spring of 1862 th at all reb el troops ceased to occupy portions of the State on
a reg ular basis .

Mails had been suspe nde d to all of th e Confed erate Stat es except Ten
nessee as of June 1, 1861. They were suspe nde d in Middle and West Tennessee
on June 10, 1861. Who can show us th e orde r suspe nding th em in Southern
Missouri?

The 3ci star die had ob viously not been demonetized at Knoxville, Iowa,
by Augus t 24. Th e letter was probably int ercepted at the first d istributing post
office, St. Louis, and sent to th e Dead Letter Office in Washington. There, it
received the MAILS/ SUSPE NDED handstamp and was returned to the writer.
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CHARLES M. WILLARD: HANDSTAMP MANUFACTURER
In the forthcoming revision of Simpson's U.S. Postal Markings: 1851-1861,

Arthur H. Bond has an essay on "Handstamp Distribution & Manufacture."
There, he refers to the we ll known circular from Charles M. Willard which
advertises post office handstamps engrave d in boxwood:

I t is known from advertising circu la rs that Charles M. Willard , Ludl ow, Mass.,
op era ted as an agent for Zevcly du r ing th e ea r ly 1850s. He a lso is reported as havin g
mad e wood en han dstam ps himself for a nu mber of offices in th a t area, severa l o f which
a re kn own to ha ve been 290101. to 3 l m m . circles with sa ns-ser if lett ers.

I MPR O V E D

POST OF FI CE STAMPS
WITH THlJ NAME or THE P OSTMASTER

E N G R A V g D O N B OX WOOD.

GREAT REDUCTION IN PRICE.

Posr OffiCi SU)(J's YOR ONE DOLLAll.

IEJn' FJlElI:OF POSTAGE.

To the POIt Jluter-
DUR SI. - Dur ill/: the ycu r las t pal t I ha ve fur nished a lu go humber of

8 1111111'110 Po.t Maolers, for which I hav e rece ived ,.... ,/<,1/11($ p" u t, Th us far
all the ord ers coming to me ha ve been executed by 1Ilr. Zevl'ly, of Mar yland ._
When we comm enced our arran gement I su pposed from Ihl' samples received
Ihat tbe Siamps " 'ere 10 he engrav.. 1 on D. x ._ 4, that 110. chnnge . 01 month and
da te were to be of Box 11'000. a nd thai a box of red ink WUII \.l be "" 01 with each
""' , an" I taled it 1110. i ll lOy Cirelllar; but a fter the CIlell lat was se nt OUI h.
infor med me Ihal he could hOI alli"d III ",nd rtd inlt, [because it co' more Ihnn
lJI""k Ink,) and that hi. rum rnnn sla ml" ....ert' not of "flo . "''''''' ,'' nnd I (otln<!

Figur. 1. Page 1 of Willard circu lar.
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B,JrT1- til/ tAil nn/ite is mislaid or j ,,'( "" NJ . l: s :l.w illl' l'!l I·t'll-t H" :Ilu{ \'Iot l 'lI. iH . .....
Ih:!l mutl" nnd 1l(' Ilt>r lo\:U1ll ~ ere ~, tT"rl"i1 fer utu · ,\.,ILi. r (I , . "i.:'IS l i. ~ h , ,, ~ to! ,!.,.
Cbar t. T :L! lle 11':llt Ihk U1HCIlVII", ~ h lr.h I ...·11<) ;:r.11i...) Ill.1ll (';u,'\. ' .!M,II 'b , \\h' l.·
tn Ih l' U n u cll S ta res , T h\' ..~ 1\.. 11('1'" :I tt' "t'llt III til.. ,li llo-It'hl ~lllh " HI · 111'11 "'I, ~·

(·t'l<'!'o ion that T!oh311be l)1'r:'Flrj'llltl "XI','Ul f ul.-kr ... \l.. i lh \'~r, Im !I·.l. tn' .
'r!,) th o, .. who 1o('n" ur, lers t \0 11 -en. t a ft 'I' )' pC ltl)' Cl!;UI ;tIlll T ,ld " 10\' r, l Ul U

mail as an ackn nwl.·l!gl'mt 'll t 10f l lw ft' ,'t'ipl Itl" I ~..~ II.."'..)" lHI\! ih' "LII I' !" " II!
tj.How u.ssoon as Iii!"}" t a n II(' "w lll·rly.t'11".l'nn: ,I . li litl ....:\I.ra nluI Jo I,,· ;lO lhol ;Y i' ll'
represented, or the mOllf')' rf't IIf'1U>t l. • , . . . .',

Pl('tlse obse rve the tour ,m id.... IHt'!('r D,r.o itJIIJ f r ;;\l.:ith,t _:m,1 ll i!. ,,,t \'" ur
leners to CHAllLES M. WILLAR D. .

Ludlow, HlUJlpdeu County.
Maw<chus, tts.

Please preser ve uris if )·ou de Ilot order , or give it l it }(lIlr :-lll't..-., :o... r ill (,'lie,',
il you ~holl id have (m~.

, .......... '." ,~ ~'... > """, '- - .

T I.e I' M t M. elen ;at lluo It,4ft> illll' nllm~oI. lilt:.... h,,~ ~ 1.1 noil '!>'I wql.l n ~ h" l ..,, ~, ,. ~r<r "'f , ~, t
lIf ~llllnll.., ttl w~m I Ita.,.: I~ rld.llr~ l'l". p"I,.1111I1 t·, reir f y"" jolt ."1 1o·1" I" M " "I" I'''' ~ ,I."
.1r""' lu \h.. ftolclll" "" l h .. l.lc b l r" llU lny,,, ..,,,l.tr.-l l\.lIu:hll,ltI fl#l t< I.. I,.... I,..1 ./,0 .. , .. ". ,

hau, ,lhI. h.. t1~1"' ltf mfllt III. 11 J 10.. " .. r "" ln (" . " ...1 '... lh<:I"..l "'••1 , tI ,.. , .. . , I' ·H ".... ... .,
. t". -IId ....,,' .IlI'.." "'..tlb.Uullfil llta....,.

N ••I >oC. 1I Wiilrnh. m R:d,lou'lh 1),""f, ..·", T n" ' " n,1 1..<1 ·.... ...
Yur k .~hl\t lt'm Ch,,'II ."I I " il'l l ...UI.. UoI~'''J ..:~ .,: ". ,
r " ,, '( 11 ~..de .I.'tl ..d U.-! Hri .. II" W M" " tl C 11 M..d..,,, I"l' u ' cY,i1..
NIl....dd'l G ffltO.. ..,I:.: t1><t ll t, ,,( t' ~ "t'll " f~ If T>:N..... ;\ ' · \ h ' I....
Lu !>M" "lIUh' y. ..r"t~lI' (;, 'III (!. }''' ;~d: c n (l .1~,1. " " 11..
U,..m:h lillll 10.:, lo'r l: r, ~ltol ' ''' Il ....l'•.-...,~I C j' hro"H W ., l1" :.1

=1I~lt "'I"~" A(~:=I',,' , r:~ t. ; :~:'~~:t".f . ~;·: ~:~u" d ...,fl""~I,,: : ~~~;:r .1 ~: ;, ~, :::'..
M" 'i1VW. Bm'. viU" , e . 'lh/r... , U"I..•...'n ·~, ..1 ' ~..,Wt>IJ,. n,i,l "t:I · ~ ,
M"lI"'I')ltl l\ W N " ,fQH~ Jll llI...htlr ;h t ll rt- ~ t' , I I>l CIo;O"J,.:>r~ , H ld 'u( ' '- ''
N r..lvl n~" M lll'l",,, .. l ),·p .k iU .\I ;I,lt~"H .\ /,;. ·.....f,--i, U " lI " n i ' l! t
11"11a. ·., :b LctJYIlU' k illfil'lwlt.'k C...1.11" "' .,U", j ; r~", Ii,, ;d \\, 1,,,,,,,1,, ,
Jf1I",..h.,tu ' Vlllt tnl"W" At .o,lrm y Jo; k n H.. Alii-I" t :, ,·. 1l: 1"1 l·.' '' ' f ~
r ike An,tn..." , UUf'oll "' ,uI4 I" N /m" T~,,'>.~~I: . :tt , ll.."t

~;~I,~t=~ ;U;~!n~~ ~~~C;.~'I~ r ~~:':II~~~01 " ~ ~'l~::::; :~~' ~~ ll ~~;.~7~·,~, ·~.1..
rt:~~: 'l1 G~~.:..Fr»~t.. t~~":;:~~~l (.r~::;.~~~: t.t1 ;~~:':, ,,,,,~;,. 1.>""I\~~~·~~
W 8.&1<1 "ln T (lw:"t:a .'i, .,. J~ r.f, . ~(1 1l"1.... ' . C ra b IIldw d S .....' .\l l l t ""
Oar Ih r\),.1' S W. ....... Mlt:"rd r l ll ·'I'fe KIt IiH IU" (I f 01(1"".
\ " Lubf.c J" ,-icbn S l:: T Ufk '1 \ ' · III ,,'J T"" i"n ri;l~ ' ·r ..."",,,
( ;., ,, t.1,,I~ .,,,· lh f~, d .....LIa".·" ("'WI" "" " he. !." tu ," !III II", );;,,"
R fh millt.ll\ Llth ; "'1 C.n. ,,,.... " Alallal.. lI ..,HUII R..:h , ..t

ttl~:"lhrol' ~~~~rtl ~~~~;:,j~ !~;:;i~, .~f;\i:~" O....lOhi:.l1e ;jt~;..t l i1l~
Wr~l l" 'n N" l<lIu" W" lfI' l. .. C ,_~j1 lt, .: Io t-' f< .' ll ti l" "
,Y. /I 'HllpVU1't,N N"lll\llk h Pt " " , r NVIi. l ·I" , iJ4. F il" Ii..M W""lol, ,,, ,,
.~,,,,n-Hll\l . !Il\a.-,.l-'Url T. " 11i ~"1'IJ ;ll k :A"" I'Y l!iprl "'U( IhI " ~.n- ,ll 'U"
n, ;J" If.,rd 1' , ,,,111,, 1',..,t' ~ I'''''J! tl'ot.f'rfll'~ ti.....holll T" ul.",

~Il;r~~:~ll ~~~~::k ~,::~~h'l ~~~:~::'~~~: ~(I~.:r,...'J ~':~~:';: "
Clont ," O('....,lc ClIo tu n.lI..k k Af'lb.!fllIin. ll <lr llt Oltlll''' '
l lill -b.m.' So:lI"rulHU C""fll'\!\.d l Vlly ''1Il' C II Ctll)INI WI Il"' 1
S",k m t' "mN'''''~ 1'~""lUN'''' r lllH '¥n ll to'l lt ~,- . La"-r "t lt'
ld udan- ( 'III11I.... \ ViI:<>III..:-" i!\lIll1t .... rt LIUlrp'",1 , n " ' '''' ' Iti
U..l,rol\ L1t1t.. Fll ltJ Wylllll"I.., lk ltl~l1I 6 ,,1<:'. ;lUl l r'I\I!l. ~nl ..,
)h~ , . ,n d 1~lIy 'l)~ W ", ~rluo. »'111""11 Nt:l\lfbll l l:ll (:., ... . ..

Mil\~,_Il I. ~~=.,J~:ril3 ~il~ ;:~::~.. ;:::::I~~~,- ~~;~l ,\, jll," ~~~;~~
C:llft:IIOh,.h \ l h l, ' )t ill R,wtr"~ "r ~ i ..n ·,... "d ~~41ra.. . L A(; r....' "
:'Ii lI o1 u t. ...1 r " H ..... l ra,l; M,I1_ )1t11....'1 1 Cl:torJ(......n 1..-1l.II' t 'alli
W IIlt ~." UI~~JI{<lI / h IQ_ t tt )J i"l.~;(1li ) h ,Hi' " C'<J WK'u,
f ,. n lt ll., fl n .. . t ,t I\rio1rr..dw \\' il~I ' i "ll:~ " 11 All'>;-lat T "-.t",r.,,.
fh u b ~t..I"l f , d 11". 1"'<\ lh hJl,t", t·t...11 ;\1.1,1>1>'1>1 t'<lll.
. : Bu, at' E Vandl )lIl I',J.,,~.t, n ""'hllf.;:1t Iir,...,..ltm J~ro,, "'h
l'tlut.; , bum' Onl&-< jo, 011'1', C.,,, ''' r .,....nu"'- "" t1lh F,,,k

Tt',':v:~~~ ~:::~':: ~~~; ~ ~~~fm ~ I~,~~I ~:~~\·ila m .. ~~:"'~:;:'\~:~.r, .
~'''f~:~~,~~~f''. ~OVJ:~I" ~·i~~'f ;"i4 "'·i::::~",1. :~~~: I~~;l:r :,<t .II >1'" \h lt..
J'Ullll.ltf\t " 1 ", lm\lli' 4 ~ r ub l~I...1l: t h . o.. lI. 1.,,"-1<>11

'1

~~;, I~~~~::':;:~ r:I:~t;:I~l~ ::~ ~~"~:n~:~. ~~:~ ~~:l~n~(h~;:I\~;i:l~, l~J:lt;~ I~~:!~~
t..'lII:: \ ' t" f \ ' habl.' hi J:f"' li{IIU' rf'lt end "1'OlkJ u' l l n 'l unte ll ":l ~~ . '1h~ veneuo ee
I h;l\' I' t'Uil" ill"fl"li :on lI11f",rlull( tlUl l I hare been IIbh~'1 1 to commence the nieuu ,
Iacrere un Ul)' ow n aeeomn II) 1'1lf1pJr rhe I!tSNf'P;Hll')', bt- Ut l'1!n '1\bAt J hnv e prom ·
l~ol nn. l ,,'1,01 II:'" lor:t"n rllflll"hlXl1u'm y Jllllron!t. and Ul dotn ~ 1hb I a UI hnpP1 10
fir,.l ln". 1 1';HI IIlt'A' Iumi -h complete ~{'U of ~"~m pl' at Mit 1u?'f 1111, !lJrn:t1l,rirt .
A:- l. ' mk :l ,;;nmH hllll: I."ftOIlO\ 13:01 l(ln~ i ,ll ;t P . O. at be et , end instead of u 1 send
(li rl'n l(\I}~ I~l f f'rnclInn:t and rn.akin::: II !:TO?"." Wh~n 11P. 1\t. ill dependent <r,,~ :l

r:~;:l;\ i:::I~I~' ld:~. &~;:~Il~~, ~!:t:~~i~~r~;v~~=gaM~III~ ~t~u~es~;~)'mk 1~~d
M IUllg as h~ Ims l~,~('nw)l) 10 1Il'C it . 1 ha ve illlrod utT tl a not her fea ture of mu ch
:uh'JUlHl; l;'t .. r . 1\l' s, ihur b. to rurnit'h them a Slo.mp of th('jr own name" to ese
lOll thei r p' I"t l-lllot

J
thu s t'unlt-lillg a ll these who hue ht'l't'tofore pnid the printer for

~i:rI..~l u rt." tHlis tv " H li ,1 all that annua l ex pens e, and enable all those who bav e
nOl l'" l(,t1rtl l suc h lIdl ,. to ex~utc lb..ir ...~t bill~ by mllld oK an im preM-iun ",ith
th,' " , r(:u ln t ullit-e "Iillilp 1'1 ItU' lor o r the bill, a mi ,,·Itl. their na me r rin led a t the
IlIl11UftI, lhl h lml kll\~ I h~i r po:!it bilk n eff wa.y f:(JcJal lo tbe , ig w u u n;obins ~u r.
n i~hl"tt lly Ille l" JllHlllI ...lll.

T h.,. Il uml~r 01 r ust Ill.b lers rNlltl\' t"d for 44 puli tica l sms " t'LlDIpared 'Yt'i tb the
wt'liol f' numhr r il'o "'c r~' ll Ul :l n, 1l1\\1 I tim oronfilll!'tlI Ih it t in t'a..e e1lht"t of dt'Ath. re-
;;i;:II~\lnn l ,r relnO'i'n-1 of th", r . :\l., tbe !'l:u nfl'!l rouM k soM 10 A !ou«: n' Mlr lOr all
I h(~l "' ~" :lnd in mtlny ~:l""'S fur l!(Iuh! e l hl.' r (l'otl. 01' ~2.

I al ...) hll\·" fi ll IInn,\ a l:l f~(' lot I,eChart s. ul the Uni t('d Sl ll le" ~ho\\'in: the
1.\C:\li" n o( :til 111(' prilw ipo'\1 PP~' tH!k es , u ml T ;lhkl'l ~11O", ill ~ lh~ Dil>~;'1uf't'!' ht-v
1\1"('<;'11 :111 ~II( '''' ~' nffll '( 'll , an,l lit tlHl.lI)' fll.u'~oS ill fo !t'i;1)ct,tumr;etoo, n ""Ily of \\' b id\. t
'n il :!O<-' Il,l gnHli'l 10 a ll willi .. r,ler 11 li t'! 01 'i13 11'pS•

TERMS.
A (," fUr l l'''' ~(~l ()( S lnmtlS. lIS pre ;;aUl p :c, ( $.•
l 'l fI.'t'lIO ~l ll r.l r J1 ,'lIt~ tHHl~ :llId llI11k lli .:.r n'd i llk J

t'h arl ,.1 ,hi' 0 . :". aud HI ~ lann' Tal.J)~, ~
~ame 1I( J\I" t :\1 "'11.·r 2 t·h . rlf>~ td t..t ; tI!U'l, .1. J\1I.t..I.ER P . )1.. 11'1 ti S.
Th l'S" wlUl wl"h f(>r A ,.l'WII' nl tlwi: na llle IIml lIn '''' , ~Olll(> l)tht' r {itrm tha n the

T'r...•..,l u,:.r SI1l1l!,1(·. (';I ll t,l' :!1·"ulIlm....I;llI ..l h )' !>(fJlditl~:t ." pr' · lll l ~ n lit' th e f' ·rm ther
plt' kr ; hlo;('-lh.·:oO:'. ";" . t , .4-He : i'\",2. ABC; 1'\u. :I, A B C ; ~u. '-,Abe) ,\"c.
Tlh'r~ nrl' ':\ ~l' f'ar:UI' "I;llllt"" in ,I}1"' H·t whh h:ml'llt'lt \lo'hl:'n tllt' 5 ra le h orlk' rr;'d

alilt ti wllh t ill' \ - ,lIlil X, IWlkmg ')" WIWli tht: P. ~1 '1\ ni ll J'lt" I.. uf'flt'n"d. Th(l~. l' who
h~H' f' i\ N"I (11' "'la ll11)'o~lI" L wi:'<h "..e :h""r n:mh' rolll)·. Wilt reA-,li ty Jf' tt"rmilll! th€'
l\lIl'lIlfll III ... ·11,1. Iii'll I... '.! .~l.". flt'r 1('IIN ; (Uhl i ll l.I};) lil il~ \111the llm (lUo t t 10 m Ull l
ltw I,·tto·rs r . .:'i f. li t IIw 1.'11,1 1'1 1111: .rHmi~, ullh ....... lite !t lt.! ili ll b H( 1'.1\1. 10 the 11:\n1e
i..., !lui , ,,~,,,II"l, , I . 1111' ~llJUlf1'" IIr.· . t1tfr l,.·.1 so luw thai the)' I'ottl,i IUlt lit> GJfOfd t>J
WH!l(ltll I h,·l l· l ,~ . I~ , r t h" ln , :lIlt J II Wj)lIM ll"lnlic tt mu.lerilll di lli' rrRclJ'", ilb m e io 3
11lr~.· lui. thwl;.>:: li a tolllull umHd ill l.' i\I,,'h lLin;dl~ (·lt~~ .

I>IlU:CTIOl<S FOB lUILING.
L Giv~ l tu~ n:IIlW of )'our O lti:l'l~, Ctmuty a rlil StUll', with Ihe date ftl lh t' top:of'

your 1"ll l' f, ~ 1lI, 1 " lI h ' :l1I11;l1(' .~ an tl OOlnw -.;r l,A,I, . .c

:!. ~: h,l :ltl)" m Olle y c u m' llt wil t l \,'Hl . l\nd :-f'1l1 up y nu r ktlf rs Ulttrtl fl.
. :{. ;;:,'11<1 lit,.. (n lt' hUIl:ll Pilrt~ itt' :\ tlOU:I~ ( If :tIl)') U'I t""...tn g e sUlm~ if l1l):;4ib ft:l

i l Jo lll"' W,loi :- " 111 11O;"' 1:1;': ~' ....h ll u M I,,' f'r"· fuhl.
.,I. t \\ I ~ l t" ll.' : IIII' ri,," ~l l nlt h,:ow:o" a flO l it i" II ,t~1I0tl plan lo r thUH' WllOh:t\,("

thl' (ra u '-:lIl l-( l'n nll':~", HI 1l;'IIli Uilll: Il"H >ttl' y , 10 ""f ile- tw o ' I"Il il'f1Il tIIhl f'r tb t ~mf

.blt', I'flt' ,·.. t1 I :11 'li ll~ ,h~ ~m"'r aflll uWll e y . :11111 onc [IS a ,,,,.1('''' Ibn' the mlll' r i"
"'-IlI, llIiuh,,1o! lon.· ,Ii"", 111I.1 th,' ul lwr lbru n::h 1111:' 11. I' . O. Il'\rt'guld tKtttS rll'<}nirr
This \\ 111 tf"t,I",1 11\1" to irn,·I.,· (lill tiny I":'.,,,,":,! Ihltl Illlty lIl"tlir .

.11'1 (l('I ""i,, 'ntlu If'f tll 1M /, id t lll "r" IJi" ,u ...1 O,i. tTnJ IItlt l>r(MUff .,i4., " PI JAIlJt1t 1M
t4", l lu'$ ImJ ~Jf~ J::u' ;"'Jf , pIt' ill l' ,ad jr«."r14It'J n~ it g' fot du,lt vlI tIlai!. i fTtgllluriliu .

COIlCLUSIOIf.
1'1' lllu-.e wllu lll' ;o; irt' l u iU'tfil tht.'ulM"lft"S ur lhl' u"... l:llln' ('ll ir n4:c and dtgaD~
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Figur e 3. Addres. portion 01 Willard circular.

"red" ink , and more important , because of the quali ty of his product. Wi llard
felt th at boxwood was supe rior to metal, and complains th at although Zevely
advertise d boxwood handstamps, only the rim and lett ering of the town and
sta te were of boxwood , the day an d month slugs being made of "common type
metal."

Addi tional dat a for the collec tor is found on page 3 of the circul ar, wh ich
lists some of the towns where his prod uct is being used. This reveals a some
what more extensive distribu tion than the immediate area of Ludlow, Mass.
" Stam ps are most valued whe re

best they are kll0wll."-Anonymous

When selling your collection, call An-

drew Levitt. His appreciation for fine

stamps, cultivated by a lifetime in

philately, will bring you full value for

your collection.

Andrew Levitt, Inc.
A merica's leading buyer of select 19th cen tury U.S . material.

(203) 743·2016

Box 342 Danbury, Connecticut 06810
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POSTAL HISTORY

Trade Or Sell Me
Your Duplicate

(overs
especially seek your duplicate Foreign covers

from Japan, Britain , all better U.S. covers and

the states of Texas, N.H. , Vt ., Miss. & La.

Please write or ship insured for prompt cash

or trade offer in the area you are presently col

lecting.

.......__ P.O. Drawer 17428 • Austin, Texas 78760 • Phone: (5 12) 288-0450 __
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THE 1861-69 PERIOD

RICHARD B. GRAHAM, Editor
1867 GRILLS-EXPERIMENTALS, SIZES, AND FAKES
c. W. "BERT" CHRISTIAN

Photos by Klans Van Ingen and Steve Cullum
(Conri nued from Ch ro nicle 97:43)

THE D, E AND F SIZES
It is with th ese three grill sizes th at the mechanic s of applying th e em bossing

changed from a female unit into which the stamp pap er was pr essed , to a male
unit which penetrated th e paper with pyramidal points intende d to break the
fiber. This chan ge in production method required one or mor e new rollers,
but how man y cross -grill (male) rollers were required to produce the 0 , E and
F sizes and how man y grilling machi nes did the N. B. N. Co. have in operation
at this tim e? The answers at pr esent are not known and may never be known .
The studies of Stevenson indi cat ed there was one roller which produced all
th e D grills plus part of th e E grills and another roller for the F size which also
produced some of th e E size, but his reasons for th ese conclusions were not
pursued. Other early day students have agreed that two new cross-grill units
were used.

The Brookman studies ad van ced a theory that , based on an admitte d ly slow
speed of four shee ts per minute, a grilling machin e would produce 2,000,000

Figure 11. Over lay dia
gram of grill .I.e. A
through F, . howlng
gradual reduction In
sile.
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stamps per week. Th e recorded estimated total of all values with the D, E and F
grills slightly exceeds 400,000,000. Th e application of some simple mathematics
to the theorized production figur es leav es us with 200 weeks or almo st four
years, a tim e period which was far beyond the life of these three grill sizes.
Two things seem apparent,-that actua l grill production rates far exceeded the
ad vanced theory and, or, more than two cross-grill rollers were used.

The drawing shown as Figur e 11 is an overlay of the grill sizes A through
F to illustrate the shrinkage of the grill during th e short period of about seven
months. Based on the earliest known uses as recorded to date the grill size was
cut down from one that compl etely covered the sta mp, first used about th e
middle of August, 1867, to the small 9x13mm F grill of late March, 1868. The
F size enjoyed the largest printing of all and was undoubtedly mor e practical
and the most satisfactory of the cross-grill types.

THE Z GRILL
It is not easy to assign a definite time spot to th e Z grill for the meager

on-cover record shows its use falling in approximately the same period as the
D , E and F. Since the character of the Z unit is entirely different from both
the preceding and following grills and required a different roller it could have
very well been issued at about the same tim e. And if the shrinking grill size
was a parallel to the time pattern the Z would fit neatly between the production
of the D and E sizes for a Z grill is approximately Irnm smaller than a D and
1mm larger than the E size.

Although the Z grill is shown on six values of the 1861 series its life was
very short, a very small qu antity was produced and three of the known values
are of the grea tes t rarity.

SOME DIVERSITY IN E AND F GRILLS
Th e Scott Specialized Catalog lists the E grill at about 11xI3mm. A grill

of that size will be maximum for it then con tains 14x17 rows of points. There
are actua lly three sizes of the E grill though they may vary only a fraction
of a millimeter. Th e catalog bears th is out by further list ing the grill by point
count, 14x15 to 17. Thus, to be an E grill the emboss ing must always be 14
points, or rows, wide but it can be 15, 16 or 17 rows the long way. (See Figure
12). Th ere are about four rows of grill points to each three millimeters.

-
Figure 12. V. rieties of E grill; from left .l4x15. 14x16. 14x17.

All grills are not strong, sharp impressions such as those in Figure 12. and
many prove difficult to measure. Th e "press ing out" process called for in the
patent so flattened many of the shee ts that it is often impossible to determine
which famil y the grill belon gs to if the stamp is on cover . Rather than remove
the stamp from an important cover some help can be had by brushing the stamp
with watermark flu id. Th is briefly intensifies the grill, usually long enough to
make a quick count of the rows.

Why the various sizes in one type of grill? The best and most logical answer
to this is probably the one advanced by Elliott Perry. In commenting on the
grill families Mr. Perry sta ted, "the variations of a row or two of points
on grills of the same famil y merely showed inaccurate workmanship, that it
was unintentional and that minute exactness was not considered necessary. "
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The conclusion that exactness was not an essential is quite correct for one
or tw o rows of point s, more or less, wou ld not have defeat ed the intent and
purpose of th e pat ent . In addition to the three sizes previously mentioned one
often find s par tial rows of points, such as I4x16J2. Th e size differences ar e always
fou nd on th e long count of th e E grill, the narr ow count remaining constant
at 14. After examination of several hundred copi es the results indicat e th e di
men sion of th e E grill was probably intended to he 14x16 rows, for 78 perc ent of
th e copi es examine d were of that size and an ad ditional 10 percent were
14x16 plus.

The F grill is the sma llest impr ession found on th e 1861 issue an d th e
varia tion in size proves slightly more complex than the E varieties. Ca taloged
at 9xl3mm, th e eq uivalent of 12 points times 16 points, the E and F sizes can
easily be confused in identity un less impressed clearly and comp letely so th e
rows may be accurately counted.

In planing down the roller to the F size the "inaccuracies" occurred in
both dir ections, aro und th e uni t as well as lengthwise, so grill sizes are found
to be 11 to 12 points tim es 15 to 17 points. This latitude suggests the possibility
of six sizes and, though the writer has not yet seen all six, four sizes have been
foun d as well as combinations of two sizes on multiple pieces. Figur e 13 shows
examples of th ese.

Figure 13. Varieties of F grill. Top, from left: l1x16, 12x16, llxl6; bollom: 12x15, 12x16, 12x17.

Aga in, in exa mining seve ral hundred copies it was found that th e intended
size of th e F gr ill was no doubt 12x16 points or 9x13mm, 63 percent bein g of
that size and 23 perc ent were 12x16J2. Th e most scarce size in th e quantity
checked proved to be 12xL5 points.

For the purpose of simplicity it was not previously mentioned that there
are also size differences in the C and D grills and it would be of interest to ob
ta in th ese varieties for a spe cialized collection. However , the qu antities issued
were so small and the copi es now ava ilable for acquisition and study are so
few that th e task at best would be diffi cult.

EXAMPLES OF THE FAKER'S "ART"
In exerting th eir talen ts on classical material, converting card proofs into

sta mps, era sing and painting in type identification marks, manufacturing can 
cellations and changing th e ra ting of valuable covers, th e fakers have not over 
looked the field of grills. It has been said, "a littl e learning is a dan gerous
thing," a sta teme nt that is clearly demonstrated in a number of th e fake items
recorded. Seemingly th e "artist" often failed to fully read the catalog for th ere
are stamps with th e points up where they should be down and others showing
190 Ch roni cle 99 / Aug ust 1978 / Vol. 30. No. 3



the sam e mistake in reverse ; grills on the wron g shade variety, even grills on the
wrong stamp. Some so lightly imp ressed that th ey are difficult for the average
collector to identify, yet others so beautifully and deepl y embossed they becom e
almost immediately suspect. .

A few of the recorded items are good enough to be called dangerous and
some are so poorly done that one wonders if the faked product is not th e result
of child play rather than the intention to counterfeit , such as an all-over grill
showing some points up and some points down on the sam e stamp l In such
instances the faker is to be commended on his ina dequa te knowledge for his
failure in research has been of dir ect benefit to the collector who prefers no t
to have his classic material mad e in the 20th centurv.

Whether or not this faker was seriously attempting to creat e an all-over
grill is a question, but a classic example of his fumbling is shown in Fi gure 14.
Fortunately for collectors , the embossing too l used on this exam ple was not
large enough to cover the stamp with a single imp ression and as several passes
were made the alignment was lost, as well as part of the grill being impressed
from the wron g side . Th e tiny "pits" or depressions made by the tru e "A" ro ller
are very slightly elongated whereas those in th e Fi gure 14 example are mu ch
too long. It will be noted that most of the pits show the long side on the
horizontal wh ile one small area of eleven rows was impressed on the vertical.
The stamp used was the five cent dark brown, a shade issued in 1863, and to
give the faker credit for overlooking one mistake he might have made, this
would be the correct stam p upo n which to fake the "A" grill. Th ere are four
or five copies recorded with the legit imate A gr ill currentl y cataloging in used
condition $35,000.00.

Figu re 14. Feke A grill on 5; dar k brown. Figure 15. Flke A grill on 30; or. ng• .

By contrast, Figure 15 shows a more dangerous example of the fake A
grill , this one impressed on Scott # 71, the 30¢ orange of 1861. In this instance
the embossing tool used was large enough to cover the stamp in one operation
and all points are "up" as they should be. Th e most obvio us mistake lies in th at
the rows between the pits are too wide. Th e authe ntic A grill shows approxi
mately 26x32 rows of pits or points whereas the count on the fake copy is 22x27.
The 30¢ 1861 with a true A grill is on a rar ity par with th e 5¢ A, there being
six known used, off-cover copies with a current list ing of $30,000.

The stamp in Figure 16 is a 3¢ 1861 showi ng a grill of 19x23 points with
the long side of the impression extending hori zontally, indicating that the faker
must have been think ing of the B grill when manufacturing this one. Here
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again the pits are of exaggerated length, the intervening rows too wide, produc
ing a cou nt of 19x23 which at max imum shou ld be 18x22. The cap ital error
again was in impressing the points down when all products of an A roller
must be up .

The fake C grills shown in Figure 17 might be a littl e more dan gerous
to th e uninitiat e th an those pr eviously illustrated. T he stamp on th e left (17a)
is th e 1¢ 1861. The point count is 16x22, a trifl e large as th e C grill does not
excee d 16x21. Also th e fak er was remiss in impressing points down that should
have been up , and if he had taken a longer look at a catalog he would have
noted th at th e C grill exists only on the 3d value.

Except for th e exaggera ted len gth of the pits and the points "down" em boss
ing, the 3¢ 1861 (lib ) is a lit tle closer to reality. The point count is 16x18,
minimum for the C size. The unwise choice of a trimmed copy for the fake
makes th e item suspect from another angle even before considering the gr ill.

Ot her ite ms of record include a fake embossi ng masquerading as a "Z" grill
on a used 12¢ '61. In th e effor t to make it into a more valua b le property it has
b een clean ed and repaired. Also a ra ther dangerous item, du e to the very faint
impression of the gr ill, is a copy of 78b , th e 24¢ grey with a phony F grill.

Figu r. 16. Fak. B grill on 3, 1861.

Figur e 17. Fake C grills. Left (17a ) on 1, 1861; rig ht (17b) on 3 ,
1861.

Such hom emade gr ills extend on int o the Bank Note issues, some of which
are even more dangerous du e to the smaller size of the H an d I grills and to
th e wellknown fact, b rought to attention by the catalog ma kers, that a we ll
struck, complet e H or I grill is the exception ra the r than the rul e.

Some of th e mo re interesting items of this period seen by th e writer and
recorded on photo include a 30¢ Nationa l print showing a grill of 6x20 points
wi th som e of th e points up and some down; a lOa used Contine ntal print with
secret mark boasting a 12x13 grill, a printin g which was not grilled . Th e only
embossing on Continental printing is a small, ix9J~ mm expe rimenta l 'T size tha t
is generally consid ered an essay.

A value-raising effor t that was executed almost well enough to pr oduce a
potentially dan gerous item was atte mpted on a 24¢, 1870-71. Here the pap er
and shade of both th e gr illed and ungrilled printings are bas ica lly the same,
lea ving little to identify th e fake except its own physical charact eristics. Had it

. been a successful job the va lue, by today's cata log list ing, would have increased
from $20.00 to $6,000.001

Similar faking exte nds to oth er values of both the 1867-68 designs and th e
Bank No te printings but further description would for the most part be rep e
tit ious. It seems improbable that it can ever be known how many fake item s
exist , in most cases unknown by the owner , but 1 hope the qu an tity is small. It
is hoped th at thi s discussion of spurio us classic items will not discourage any
one from collecting the grilled issues for the inten tion is to alert collecto rs
to th e existe nce of a certain amount of false mat erial and encourage a better
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understanding of grill characteristics and the method by which they were em
bossed.

The writer is comp iling a slide record of all the fake Classic material th at
becomes availabl e to him, which in time will be tr anscribed , tap ed and ava il
able for use at Classics seminars.

Refe rences
Brazer , Clarence \\' . Essays [ov V .S. A dh esiuc {'oslllg" Stam ps, 194 1.
Bro okman . Lester G. Th e United Sta tes Postage Stam ps of th e 19th Cent ury, 1966.
Perry , Ell io tt. Uniden tified article q uoted by Brookm an , 01' , rit. , II. 103.
Scott Sp eciali zed Catalog of Uni te d Stal es Stam ps,
Steven son . Wil lia m L. United Stat es Grills, Hand book of Severn, W ylie. j ewet t .
UNPAID LETTER TO "SEC. OF WAR":
AN INTERDEPARTMENTAL CONFLICT

KENNETH A. WHITTL E

Congress gave to the men called to arms in the Civil War the privilege
of sending their mail collect provided they mark ed the letters "Soldier's Letter"
or something approximating that, and had them endo rsed by an acceptable
authority. For man y of these men, this war wa s their first taste of autocratic
discipline, of arduous 'and dangerous duties-just the material to breed com
plaints. In any group this size, there are some who will gripe, "take their pen
in hand" and address their complaint to the top boss, particularly if it costs
them nothing. Probably all the Departments of th e government received such
mail, but the War Departm ent, employing the bu lk of these men, got the bulk
of the mail. If but a small percentage of the army wrote, it would be a con
side rable expense and burden to the Department.

Congress, aware of the situation, passed legislation ( Sect ion 42 of pos tal
laws of March 3, 1863 ) where, except for mail free-franked by persons indicated
in the section, all mail to office rs such as the Secretary of War mu st be paid
by postage stamps. This excluded all "due" letters.

Th e Post Office Department did not hon or th is law, while the Secretary
of War, under this law, refused "due" mail. This is indicated in the comments
mad e in the January 1864 issue of the United Stat es Mail & Post Office Assistant.

Postmaster General Montgomery Blair ("Tribute to Mongomery Blair,"
Th e American Philatelist, Jun e 1963) was characterized as an "inde pende nt,
strong-willed man [whose] fiercely held views consistently enmeshed him in
controve rsy. He infuriated other Cabinet members by assiduously offering
them advice on how to run their Departments." Th e following illustrates his
tactics.

After mails to the South were discontinued by the PO D, express companies
began car rying mail across the lines. Th e activity of these express companies
was under some POD control since they were required to use stamped en
velopes. Wh en qu estioned about allowing th is activity, Blair was reported to
have answered that power to stop it did not rest with him bu t with the War
and Tr easury Departments. His respons ibility-which he ha d effectively carried
out -was protecti on of POD revenu e from fraud by illegal correspondence .
"[Blair] concludes: 'You have doubtless observed that the President . .. has by
his procl amation of the 10th instant [recte, 16], declared that all commercial
interco urse between the insurgent States and th e peopl e of the loyal States
is unlawful. It is presumed tha t instructions will be issued by the Treasury
Department for the enforcement of this declaration , and that the abuse you
complain of will be effectually supprest.' '' ( T he Rebellion Record, Vol. 2,
Diary 75.)

Blair's reluct ance to control this cross-line traffic may have stemmed from
the involvement of P.O. employees in it. Th e Third Assista nt PMG, A. N.
Zevely, had corresponded heavily with his famil y in Salem , N.C., before the
war , and presumably continued to do so by any means possible after the war
started. His broth er , E. S. Zevely, former postmaster of Pleasant Grove, Md.,
author of some of the phil atelic niceties of th at place, and advertiser in USM
& POA, used both flag-of-truce and express routes. An example is shown on
page 13 of Shenfield 's Th e Special Postal Routes.
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Shortly after the comments quoted above, Blai r issued this docume nt:
Post Offic Dep ar tm en t, Au gu st 26 , 1861

The Pr esid en t of th e Un ited States d irects t hat h is procla ma tion of th e 16th
in sta nt , irucrd ic r ing comme rcia l int erc ourse with th e so-ca lled Co nfe d erate Sta tes. sha ll
be a pp lied to th e correspondr-nce of these Stat es, and has d evo lved u po n th is De
part me n t the en fo rce men t o f such of its in terdicts as re lat es to such corresponde nce.
The o ffice rs an d ag ent s o f th e Depa rt ment: will . ther efore, without furth er instruc
t ions, lose no t ime in pu tting a n end to written int er course with th ese States by
causing the arres t of a ny express agent or ot her persons , who sha ll, aft er p rom u lga 
tion of th is o rder, rec eiv e letters to be ca rr ied to or fro m the se Sta tes . a nd will seize
su ch lett ers a nd forward to this Departmen t.

:\1. Bla ir , Postmaster-Gen era l

Blair may have had personal reasons for ill feelings toward Edwin Sta nton ,
who becam e Secret ar y of \Var in January 1862, because of an inciden t involv
ing the arrest of Blair's niece for attempting to car ry contraband acr oss the
lines. The entire episode is recounted in Margar et Leech's Beoeille ill \Vash 
ingt on .

Some of these in terdepartmen tal and personal d isp utes may have affected
the handling of the cover shown in Figure 1. It wa s First illust rat ed in Antrim's
Ci vil " 1ar Priso ns and T heir Covers but the significa nce of its markin gs was
not under stoo d then. More informat ion has turn ed up since to improve the'
un dersta nding of th is cover.

Figure 1. Flag.of·truce lell er , unpaid, w ith handstamped frank of C. F. Macdonald .

The cover, stampless , carr ies a black "DUE 6" althoug h norma lly with
sta mps it could have gone for three cents: this ag rees with Section 26 of th e
posta l laws ado p ted March 1863-"1£ any matter on whic h the postage is re
quired to be prep aid at the ma iling office shall reach its destinati on witho ut
suc h payment, do ub le th e payment shall be cha rge d and collected ," This
letter is add ressed to th e "Sec. of War", and by Section 42 of th e sam e ac t
men tion ed above, should have been pr ep aid. "Due" letters to th e Secre tary of
War were excluded by thi s act.

In th e no rmal cour se of even ts th is letter migh t have been sen t hack to
the sender, but in th is case that was impossib le. W hat has not been marked
on the face of the cover is that it is a flag -of-truce letter or iginating in \Vilming
ton, N.C. , in th e Confederacy, and containing the follow ing message:

\\' ilm in gton , :'\.C.• Oct. 25 , 1863
Sir : M rs J. Carr ie Burnet o f Ci ncin nati, Ohio , wife of a fed eral so ld ier d esir es to p ro cu re
a passport to retu rn to he r fam ily in Ohio with perm ission to go u pon your fla g of
truce boat via Fort ress Monro e, T he permit handed to m e will be handed to her.

Respectfully
B. Duncan

The postmaster of .Old Point Comfor t, Va., had no ready access to the
sende r so he sta mpe d it "D UE 6" and passed it on, eithe r to the "Sec. of W ar"
or the D ead Letter Offi ce, where, in either case , it would eventuallv arrive.
Here the "shall be collected" of section 26 cam e in con flict with the "~o-no" of
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section 42, probably accounting for the "UNPA ID" stampe d on th e cove r. It
is letters like this which caused th e comme nt in the Janu ary 1864 issue of
USM & POA:

As it is th e duty of the Post Office Depart ment to en fo rce , as far as possib le, a str ict
comp liance wi th th e req uir eme nts of the law of th e 3d of March last, th e Postmaster
General has decid ed to instruct postmast ers to retain a t th eir resp ectiv e offices, all
unpaid and not franked leit ers po sted th er eat , which may be addressed to the \ Var
Department o r to officers under its con tro l, unless th e Departm ent sha ll prefer to
pa y on del ivery th e postage du e on such communica tions fro m its subordinates. The
latter cou rse has been pu rsued by the Trea su ry Department for some time.
Normally the Dead Letter Office was th e domain of the 3d Assistant Post

Master General, A. N. Zevely, but at th is time he was repo rted by USM & POA
(October 1863 ) as und er the weather:

A fri end writes us from St. J oseph, Mo. under th e date o f August 31st that "our
worthy Third Assistan t P.M. Gen eral. Hon . A. N. Zcvcl y, left here yeste rd ay for the
Plains by over land mai l coac h. . . ." ~fr. Zevely , as before sta ted , is traveling main ly
for th e ben ef it of hi s health . Meant ime Dr. Macdona ld con ti nues Acti ng T h ird As
sistan t.
This accounts for the Macdona ld frank, handstamped on th e cover. T he

frank, in effect, waived th e 6¢ due and moved th e cover , it may be supposed.
to the War Dep artment since the cover bears the following filing note:

. W ilm in gton , N.C., Oct. 25, 1863.
n. Duncan for Mrs. J. Carrie Burnet for per mi ssion to come No rt h by fla g of truce to
joi n her hu sban d.

070 1 Nov . 9. 63 Ass't Judge. Ad v,

DUE (i
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Figure 2. Le"er to Stanton In 186S; DUE 6
because 3t 1857 was not valid, bu t no DLO
markings.

Figure 2 shows a cover to Stanton bearing a 3<1 1857 sta mp, illegall y used
in 1865, with a black handstamp "DUE 6" on the face of th e cover, but no
Dead Letter Office or Unpaid markings. Perh ap s the Post Office Dep artment
and the Secretary of War had come to some sort of agreem ent. Th e filing no te
on th is cover reads: .

Edenton , J an . 22, 1865.
Mrs, Stark A.W . Righton Requests pass fo r self and compa n io n to pa ss th rough New
Orleans on road to Texas.

It is not known whe ther eithe r of these requests was granted.
A. N. Zevely, the Third Assistan t Postm aster, retu rned to work December

1863 according to USM & POA:
' Ve learn with th e grea tes t sa tis/acti on , th a t thi s usefu l office r ha s ju st returned to
Wash ington and res umed his duties as Third Assistant Potmaste r Gen eral. . . . Dur ing
hi s absence C. F. ~ I acdonald . Esq ., p roved himself a mos t com pe te n t rep resentative.
In 1864 C. F. Macdonald was again on ha rness as Acting 3d Assistant Post 

master Genera l with his franking handstarnp on the cover in Figure 3. Curiously
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Figure 3. Another exemple of tho C. F. Mecdoneld hendstemped frenk, on en envelope postmerked Wuhington,
D.C., Nov. 20. 1864.

this cover bears the same street address and last name as the cover from the
Confederate prison at Florence, S.C., illustrated in Antrim's Civil War Prisons
and Their Covers, page 136. Its business may concern flag-of-truce.
~~~~~I
• Borrow with confidence .
;:; In any emergency, borrow IlM the money you need at ~

I·Edelman's. Use your collec- I
M tion as collateral and still

retain complete ownership.

I
At Edelman's, you can r~
obtain quick, confidential •

~
•. loans for any amount up im

I
: ·~ to 80% of the value of I
~ your properties - from

· $50 to $50,000 and more.
YN.. Write today for further
• information. ..

I ~! :~:''::.~~o:' !I Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 I
• (Suburban Philadelphia) •

~IOJ~i~~~
YOUR AD HERE FOR

SOc a line. Send with payment

to Dale R. Pulver, 28411 Knicker

bocker Rd., Bay Village, Ohio

44140. Next Deadline Sept. 15.

196
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
WANTED: Texas covers and collateral
items, from stampless period to 1920's.
Charles Deaton, Box 12814, Austin, Tex.
78711.

WANTED: U.S . #65. Mint singles. pairs
blocks, etc. Abe Boyarsky, 14740 Tacuba,
La Mirada, Cal. 9,,638. Please send priced.

WANTED: U.S. #68 on foreign mail
covers, fancy cancels, blocks, or other
multiples. Ken Gilbart, 2692 Comstock
Cir., Belmont, CA 94002.

U.S. POSTAL HISTORY, Fancy cancels
and choice classic stamps are featured in
my Net Price Sale 6. Hundreds of photos,
a few in full color. Price $2 sent by first
class mail. Sale 5 is included free. Both
catalogs offer a wide selection of all types
of covers. Steven Hines, Box 229, Oak
Lawn, IL 6045:1.

GEORGIA STAMPLESS ? yes I collect
them and can use most anything-also
need ad covers. Please send priced or for
my quote. E. C. Owens 10780 S.W. 43 Ln .,
Miami, Fla. , 33165.

WHY NOT sell your better Black Jack
covers at auction prices, to a collector?
Robert G. McClellan, Box 563, North
brook, IL 60062.
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POSTAt HISTORY

AUCTIONS

I'll be happy to send a copy of
my next catalog to any member
of the USPCS on request.

And I can always use any U.S.
covers for outright purchase or
consignment to the auction . Sales
held four times a year.

Henry M. Spelman III
P.O. Box 645

San Anselmo, CA 94960
Chron icle 99 / August 1978 / Vol. 30, No. 3
u.s. COVERS
MY STOCK OF COVERS IS

STRONG IN ALL PERIODS FROM

STAMPLESS TO MODERN, ALA

BAMA TO WYOMING. WHAT

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE?

REFERENCES, PLEASE.

HENRY M. SPELMAN III

P. O. Box 645 APS
San An.elmo, Ca. 94960 USPCS

CSA
McBRIDE STAMP AUCTIONS, INC.
Bonded Auc tioneers - Appra isers - City & State Licensed

Phone: 503-235-7071

3630 S.E. 34th Ave. Box C Portland, Oregon 97202

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION

SEPTEMBER 17, 1978

US, BRITISH COLONIES, FOREIGN, POSTAL HISTORY

Including Great Britain TransAtlantic Covers

Send For Free Illustrated Catalog ~
Prices Realized Free With # 10 SASE

Consignments Of Fine Material Always Welcome
197



THE 1869 PERIOD
MICHAEL LAURENCE, Editor
ODDS AND ENDS
W e have little scholars hip to offer this time, so we'll keep the sect ion shor t.

We begin wi th a bri ef impression of CAPE X events, such as they related to
1869 stamps, followed by some updates of past projects .

CAPEX

All the Classics Society events at Toronto were smashing, convivial and
well-a tt en ded. The exhibits at the show fea tured only two specialized 1869
collections, th e proof an d essay collections of Fa lk Finkelburg ( RA 430 ) and
Rudolph G. W underli ch ( RA 1300 ). A thi rd 1869 collection, that of J. C. M.
Cryer (RA 837) was listed in the CAPEX cat alog, but in fact was not shown.
Th e collection is st ill in the hand s of th e Canadian judiciary, being evidence
in a COUlt proceeding stemming from its having been stolen at a show in Van
couve r abo ut a year ago . Cryer expec ted to ha ve recovered it by now, and thus
ente red it at CAPEX. But unfortunat ely, on both sides of the bord er, th e wh eels
of jus tice gr ind slow. At least the mat erial has been recovered .

I am not sufficiently knowled geabl e to make relative judgments abo ut
the Finkelburg and W underlich exhibits. Both were dazzlin g. Th e 1869 essays,
especially in th eir tr ia l colors , are in my opin ion more beautiful than th e issued
stam ps, and both exhibits showed these in abundance. Finkelb urg's exhibit,
wh ich I had never seen before, places special emphasis on a study of the
scarce 1915 Panama-Pacific small die proofs. While th is mate rial could have
been more effect ively mounted together ( rather than spread as it was through
ou t th e entire exhibit ) , the evidence is persuasive that thi s elusive issue of
sma ll die proofs wen t through more than one set of pri nt ings on more than
one kind of paper with varying marginal widths. Th e conventiona l wisdom 
that three to five sets of these proofs were issued on straw-colored pap er- is
clearly in need of examina tion. We know th at Fi nkelburg is a keen student
of thi s issue , an d hope someday to rea d the results of wha t has obviously
been a careful an d long-cont inu ing study of the 1915 1869 proofs.

Covers showing 1869 stamps were featur ed in severa l other exhibits. Among
the 10¢ 1869 cover s (which was all we had time to exam ine closely ) we noted
four really extra ord ina ry items in the collection of Lou Gnmin (RA 773): a
1O¢ 1869 ( nice ly complimented by a 24¢ 1869 ) makin g the 34¢ rat e to Peru;
a companion cover , with the two 1O¢ and a 24¢, paying twice th e 22¢ rat e that
followed ; a matchless 1O¢ 1869 in combinati on with Danish West Indies # 1;
and a nifty cover to Denmark showing the 181 closed -mail rate via En gland ,
artistically paid by a 10¢, two 3¢ and a 2¢ 1869. Since all four of th ese cover s
have been written up and illustrated in this section of the Chronicle over th e
last five yea rs, we need say no mor e about them.

Vi e cast our specia l felicitations to George T . Turner, RA 58, in whose
collection of classic mourning covers we found two 10¢ 1869 gems: A marvelou s
cover from th e U.S. to Wolloomooloo (a suburb of Sydney) via British open
mails, and an abso lute ly enchanting cover to India, showing 1O¢ 1869 in a
very lat e use with a whole slew of Banknotes. One cann ot examine the Turner
collec tion without profoundly admiring the cleverness of its concept. Here
is a highl y specia lized assembly of mat erial (mourning covers are not easy
to come by ) th at still manages to pr eserve the best and most int riguing elements
of a general postal histo ry collect ion.

JUHRING SALE

The scarcity and attractiveness of the 1869 proof and essay mat erial was
solidly confirmed on June 14, in th e middle of CAPE X, at the sale of the first
portion of th e John C. Juhring collection, perhap s the most comprehensive
accumulation of 1869 material ever put togeth er . Incredibly, thi s half-mill ion
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dollar sale was only a fraction of the Juhring material. The Soth eby Parke
Bernet stamp wing (run by Andy Levitt ) who did th e CAPEX sale, will sell
the rest of their Juhring 1869s at SESCAL in October. The other half of th e
Juhring esta te went to Stanl ey Gibbons, suppose dly to be auctioned in Germ any
lat er in th e fall.

In terms of lavishness of cataloguing (and perhaps prices realized ) Gib
bons will be hard pressed to out-do Levitt . We regret only th at th e sumptuous
SBP cata log failed to show juhring's fabulous essays in color. This was the
entire Juhring collection of 1869 proofs and essays, so 1 was told both by Mrs.
Juhring (who attende d the sale) and by a trust officer involved in th e sett le
ment of the estate . Anyone who is interested in the intricacies of th e Juhring
estate should refer to the February 1978 issue of Th e 1869 Tim es, wherein is
published a quite comp rehensive report. While anonymous, it is factually accu
rate in every detail, so far as I know.

Th e 1869 proof and essay material comprised th e first 331 lots of th e
Juhring sale. It realized a tot al of $316,000-versus th e auctioneer's estima te of
$280,000. The extremely scarce safety-paper essays, no more than a handful
of which have been offered publicly over th e last generation, reali zed $900
$1000 api ece. Juhring had about 85 of th ese, which exist only in the 5¢, 10¢, L5¢
and 30¢ essays. They are breathtakingly beautiful items and (wonde r of won
ders) th ey were knocked down to a wid e variety of dealers and collectors,
both on the floor and on the book. Now th at th ese safety-paper essays have
been widely dispersed , we can look forward to examining them in detail , both
in private collecti ons and on exhibi t.

A full set of th e 1869 Atlanta trial color proofs realized a record $16,000
(versus catalog of $14,770) and a set of four of the invert proofs sold for $13,000
(versus catalog of $6000) this also a record. W e recall, not too terribly long
ago, when the unique invert plat e blocks of eight sold for about thi s same sum.

The stamps and covers th at comprised the afternoon session also did qu ite
well, tho ugh condi tion was frequently a problem so that some low prices were
rea lized. (I bought a 10¢ 1869 with split grill for $9.) Qu ality material , espe
cia lly on cover, sold as it always does. A 10¢ 1869 reissue on cover, a unique
item so far as I know, sold to the book for $4000. A 24¢ reissue on cover,
also unique, was bought by a dealer for $6500. The high est cover realization
was $11,000, for a 30¢ plus 15¢ Type I cover , ex Seybo ld and Knapp, from
Was hington to Paris.

TREATY-PERIOD COVERS TO FRANCE: FOLLOW UP

We have had good response to our write -up in Chronicl e 96, about the
treat y-period 1869 covers to France. Several collectors wrote, not to add any
thin g to the record, but just to say that they enjoyed th e article and learned
something from it. Believe me, this sort of feedback is much appreciated . Your
editors spe nd a lot of time on the words you read in this Chronicle. Nothing
is mor e disturbing than to spe nd months on a write-up and then, wh en at last
it appears , to get no response whatever.

We also have some substantial additions to th e record. About marking 2-F
(Chronicle 96: 259, 263) I wrote that I'd see n only one cover showing this
mark ing. Dr. Kenneth D. Rapoport, RA # 1391, showed a similar cover , same
markin g, different sailing. We now know th at marking 2-F, the single-circle
Cherbourg entry marking, is found on HAPAG covers th at left New York on
Decemb er 7 and December 14, 1869. Conc eivably it is also found on other
HAPAG covers from this period,

Three additional French entry markings have been reported on 1869-era
covers to France, and these are illustrated in Fi gure 1. Curiously, each of th e
thr ee markings represent s a different type of tran satl antic service: via French
line, via direct Amer ican packet (HAPAG) and via England. We discuss th em
in turn .

A firm called Amer ican Phil at elic Brokers held an interesting cover auction
0 11 Decemb er 13 and 14, 1977. Illustrat ed as lot 227 in th is sale was a cover
from Pennsylvan ia to Paris bearin g a 15¢ Lincoln "F" grill. The cover was
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po sted Jul y 21, 1869, at Sellin's Grove, Pa . It bears the Philadelphia excha nge
office marking show ing credit 12 and da ted July 23. The cred it 12 indicates
Fren ch -line carriage and the Phill y Jul y 2.3 date coincides with th e July 24
New York depar ture dat e of the French line steamer St . La urent. However.
ins tead of sh owing the expecte d oct agon al Fr ench packet boat ma rking, thi s
cover sho ws a double-octagon marking (Salles 17l8-the left marking in Fi gure 1)
applied at Pari s indicating entry at Brest. The dat e shown in the marki ng is
5 August 1869. Salles records th is Brest marking as ' havin g been used in 1865
1866 and also having been used on only one dat e in 1869-5 Augus t. This is
presumably the dat e that the mails on the St . Laur ent, havin g debarked at
Brest , arrived at Pari s. W e surmise th at some or all of the covers on thi s par
ticular cros sin g of th e St. Laurent, for wh atever reason , did not receive the
typica l French packet marking. Thus, by way of indicating entry , th e Paris
foreign-mail office applied the Brest mark ing, which was at hand, to suc h
covers when th ey reach ed Paris. The discovery of other covers from the Jul y 24
Ne w York sailing of the St. Laurent would shed mor e light here.

FI G. 171 8 (it Par is) FI G. 1794 FI G. 1795

Figu re 1. Additional French entry markings reported on 1869 per iod covers to France .

Hawkeye, one of th e most dedicat ed readers of this sec tion, brought to
our atte ntio n a 15¢ 1869 covel' partly illustrated (lot 772) in the auction cat alo g
for the Kru g collection. This cover, from New York to Paris, shows a New
York paid 3 marking da te d May 25 (1869). Th e stamp is Type II , so this is a
very ea rly use. The credit 3 indicat ed HAP AG transit , and the HAPAG Ham 
mania II di d indeed depart New York on May 25. The stamp itself is partly
tied by a nic e strike of Sall es 1794 (the middle ma rking in Figure 1), a marking
Salles says was used in 1859-61 and 1866-67, applied at Paris to indicate entry
at Havre via American packet serv ice . The date plug on the marking on th e
Kru g cover clearly shows June 1869, though the da y of the month is unclear .

This same marking also appears on a 30¢ cove l' in the Wa terhouse collec 
tion. This is lot 605, full y illustrated. The 30¢ 1869 stamp is well tied by a
New Orlean s cds dat ed Oct. 20 and b y a pineapple killer seen on other New
Orl eans cover s from th is era. The red New York credit 6 marking seems to
say October 26, which was the sailing dat e of the HAPAG stea mer Holsat ia.
The credit 6 would thus represent twice 3¢ for transit via America n-contract
pack et. The marking see ms to say 9 NOV 69, with th e Nove mbe r plug inverted.

E dward T. Harvey (RA 347), submitted a stampless cover from Philad elphia
(which he coll ects) to Havre, with a black circular "PHILA. UN PAID" ma rk
ing showing JUL 13 and an octagonal French entry marking, with circular
center (Salles 1795-the right marking in Fi gur e 1) showing ET . UN IS SERVo
AM. V. A. and HAVRE. There is no doubt in our mind but wha t thi s cover
crossed th e Atlantic on the Cunard steamer Java, whi ch departed New York 14
July 1869 and arrived Queenstown Jul y 23 (see Ch ronicle 91, page 231). The
dat e in th e Havre entry marking on Mr . Harvey's cover seems to say JUL 25,
which would confirm thi s crossing . Since this cover presumably ente red France
at Calai s, and since it presumably we nt from Calais to Ha vre without going
through Paris (else it would have received the markings I showed as 2-H and
2-J in Chronicle 96), we can speculate th at an initial sorting at Cala is routed
this letter by ch annel ferry to Havre, where it received the unusual entry mark
ing it bea rs. The appearance of more covers from thi s period-whether stampe d
or stampless but preferably stampe d- that . travell ed via E ngland to Havre,
would add to our knowledge about suc h practices.
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One addition to our knowledge appears in the October 1977 issue of the
Postal History Journal, which reached me a few weeks before Chronicle 96.
On page 43 is illustrated a map of the French ra ilway system as it existed in
1870. This map goes a long way toward justifying the hyp oth esis sta ted in
the paragraph above, and also towa rd explaining the significance of th e "ech
elon" numb ers on many of the F rench entry markings. We won't go into detail
here, except to say that anyone who is curious about such things ought to read
the appropriate parts of the article in Chronicle 96 an d th en look at the railway
map in PH].

Obviously, mu ch remains to be learned abou t covers that passed from the
U.S. to Fra nce during 1869. We hope to write up in th ese pages in th e next
year or so, wh at little we know about sta mp-bearing cove rs that went from
the U.S. to F ran ce during 1870. These are eve n more di fficult, and they are
entirely different from the covers from calendar 1869. Covers from both yea rs,
of course, tend to show 1869 stamps, which is wh y we deem th is subject fit ting
for this sec tion. We would cer tain ly ap preciat e help in this ende avor.

UNBOXED "SHORT PAID" MARKING ON 1869 COVERS

In the Cover Corn er in Chronicle 91 (pages 235 and 236) was illustrated
a cover to France, from Jun e 1870, bearing on its reverse a bl ack han dstamped
str aight-line SHORT PAID mark ing. Both sides of th e same cover are shown
in Chronicle 92 (pages 297 and 298) with differing opinions about the signifi
cance of the SH ORT PAID marking.

We must distinguish this unboxed sans-serif SHORT PAID str aight-line
from the boxed , serife d vari ety that appears on covers from the 1860s. The
boxed marking was writt en up by Ashbrook and othe rs and seems to have
been applied at the New York exchange office on insufficiently paid covers
to various transatlantic destin ations.

The unb oxed SHORT PAID marking, as illustrated in Chronicles 91 and
92, desp ite the fact that it conveys th e sam e message as its predecessor, need
not have been applied at New York. Based on examina tion of perh aps a doz en
covers bear ing the unboxed SHORT PAID marking, I believe thi s markin g
was applied by the finn of John Monroe and Co mpany, doing business as
a mail-drop and forwarding agent for American tourists and businessmen ,
from the address of 7 Rue Scribe, Paris, during the ea rly 1870s. The claim
that a mark ing rea ding SHORT PAID was applied in France is bi zarr e, but
the evidence of the covers suppor ts it .

Readers wh o have covers to France during th e 1869 peri od th at show
Fr ench due markings (usually in multiples of 8 decimes but some times in
multiples of 5 decimes) and whose addresses sho w tha t the covers pa ssed
throu gh the firm of John Monroe & Co. , would do me a favor if th ey would
examine these covers' backsides. If my theory is correct, such covers should
show the unboxed SHORT PAID marking. A cleaner way to disprove the
theory would be for some reader to locate an unboxed SHORT PAID marking
on a cover tha t d id not pass th rou gh the Monroe firm. 'While I don't believe
such a cover exists, J would certainly cha nge my mind if I saw one. Xeroxed
evidence is pr eliminarily sufficient. all lett ers will be ans wered , my address
is in th e front of th is magazine. Please help if you can .
Index for Chronicles 45-72
$2.00 Postpaid

(Checks to U.S.P.C.S.)
Susan M. McDonald

2030 Glenmont'Dr. N.W. , Canton, O. 44708
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THE BANK NOTE PERIOD

MORRISON WAUD, Editor
THE CONTINENTAL PRINTINGS
HENRY L. HOSMER

Following ad vertisem ent by the Postmaster General in December 1872
for bids for th e printing of postage stamps for the period beginning 1 May 1873,
the contract was awarde d to the Continental Bank Not e Compan y of New
York City. The Post Offi ce Department had orde red th at the 1870 designs
pr ep ared by th e Na tiona l Bank Note Company be continued in use, and Third
Assistant Postmaster Gene ra l W. H. H. Terr ell , in his report of 14 April 1873
to Postm aster Gen eral A. J. Creswell, adv ised that National had completed
its fin al printing and that :

T he d ies. ro lls . a nd pl at es heretofore used by th e "Nationa l" were duly tu rn ed ove r to
the "Con t inen ta l" on the 1st of April in st ., but preferring to mak e new pl at es ra th er tha n
lise the o ld ones the "Co nti nen tal " a t once proceed ed to make an en tire new ou tf it
of p lates for itsel f fro m the or igina l dies and ro lls. inv olv in g very conside ra ble ex 
pe nse, . . .

According to Luff, th e new contractors completed th e first new plate on
7 April 1873 and began printing stamps at once .

Continental laid down new plates of the lower values, through th e 12¢
stamp, and th e issued sta mps show "secret marks". A new 15¢ plat e (No. 31)
also was laid down, but th e "secret mark" on this sta mp as described in th e
Scott Specialized Catalo gue has been questioned by a number of stude nts, wh o
att ribute th e so-called mark to the lay-down of th e new plate, plate wear , or
printing practice on the new stea m presses. Althou gh "secre t marks" were added
to th e 24¢, 30¢ , and 90¢ dies, as shown by die proofs, all stamps of th ese de
nomina tions were printed by Continental from National plates and lack these
marks. (Acco rding to th e records, the Continental 24¢ stamp was issued to
post off ices, but stude nts of the Bank Note issue have been unable to dis
tin gui sh it from the Na tiona l stamp. It remains th e bi g mystery of th e Bank
Not e issues.)

In a letter dated 29 July 1872, the Nation al Bank Not e Company had
written to th e Post Office Department as follows:

. .. p rovided th at suc h act ion sha ll no t prejudice the custom of th e company . which
has obt a ined the approval of th e United Sta tes authorities-tha t a ll di es. rolls , and
pl at es, wh en tak en fro m th e cus tody of the com pa ny, are on ly deli ver ed cance lled , so
tha t no resp on sibility or danger can a ttach to th e compan y from th e improp er use
of engraved work, af ter th e plates. etc., are out of our ha nds .

Because of th is statement some students have suggested that th e "secre t marks"
were put on th e dies by National as cancellation marks before turning them
over to Continental. Terrell , however , makes no mention of such action but
states only that Continental made new plates from th e original dies and trans
fer rolls .

The weight of evide nce now indicates that th e "secret marks" were en
graved on th e die s by Continental in order to distingui sh its work from that
of its predecessor. Sloane has described a die proof of the 1¢ stamp showing th e
"secre t mark" and signed by the National engraver, A. VV. Cunningham. Thi s
proof also bears the inscription: "Secret Mark put on by Chas. Skinner". Skin
ner was a Continental engraver not known to have worked for Nationa l.

Although Continental used the National plates in its printings of the 24¢,
30¢, and 90¢ denominations, no Nationa l cancellation marks have been reco g
nized on th ese stamps. Brookman reasons that th ere were cancellation marks
somewhere on th e plates, perhaps in th e mar gins in or around th e imprints.
A mark so located would not provide adequate protection against th e "im
proper use of engrave d work", i.e., again st fraudulent printing and distribution
of the sta mps , and it seems mor e likely to the writer that National did not
put cancellation marks on these plates before turning th em over to Continental.
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Further, the American Bank Note Company may have used a National transfer
roll to lay down two new 10¢ plates in about 1880, and to mak e a secondary
die during manufacture of the 1O¢ "re-engraved" plate in 1882, since these
stamps lack the "secret mark" of the Continental sta mp . Ther e is no evidence
of a National cancellation mark on stamps from these American plates.

It appears likely to the writer tha t the National dies were mad e ava ilable
to Continenta l on 1 April 1873, and that the "secret marks" immed iat ely were
added by Continenta l, perhaps on the Nationa l premises, by agreemen t bet ween
the two compa nies . Sets of the die proofs showing the "secret marks" presumably
were made, signed by National and Continental representatives, and distri buted
to th e two companies and possib ly also to the Post Office Department at this
time. Despite Terrell's stat ement, however , it appears unlikely that th e National
transfer rolls and plates were turned over at this time, as these appear not
to have been cancelled.

Continental probably first made plates of the lower denominations, using
the dies with "secret marks" ava ilable to them befor e 1 May 1873, since these
values were in greatest demand and early deliveri es to the Post Office Depart
ment could be anticipated. Work on the high er denominations was not begun
unt il after 1 May, when the National plates were avai lable an d cou ld be used.
Perhaps the need for a new 15¢ plate was recognized upon receip t, an d it
was laid down with the National transfer roll in order to avoid th e expense
of making a new roll.

In conclusion, the outlined procedure permitted Continenta l to begin print
ing stamps during the last weeks of the National contract period, bu t the
presence of "secret marks" on these stamps protected National from the "im
proper use of engraved work" by permitting recognition of any Continenta l
stamps issued and used during the remainder of th is con tract period . Con 
tinental received ational's transfer rolls and plates upon expiry of th e Iational
contract and before work on new plates of th e higher denominations had begun .
Upon receipt of all engraved work from National, Con tinen ta l assumed full
responsibility for security related to th is work an d th e printing of sta mps, and
National was relieve d of this responsibility. Since th e raison de etre of the
"secre t marks" no longer existed, there was no need to cancel th e Na tiona l
trans fer rolls and plates before transfer, and Continen ta l was ab le to use these
plates in printing the higher values. Despite Terrell's silence on this ma tter,
the arrangement may well hav e been reached through the good offices of the
Post Office Department .
WANT TO BUY
CLASSIC 19th CENTURY - U. S. COVERS

FIRST DAYS
STAMPLESS - TERRITORIAL - WESTERN - LOCALS

CONFEDERATES - CIVIL WAR PATRIOTICS - EXPRESS

For My Outrlqht Purchase , Consignment, or for
My Public AUCTION Sales

AL ZIMMERMAN 843 Van Nest Ave . Bronx, N. Y. 10462
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THE FOREIGN MAILS
CHARLES J. STARNES, Assoc. Editor

WALTER HUBBARD, Assoc. Editor
AN 1853 RETALIATORY-RATED COVER FROM BELGIUM
BARBARA J. WALLACE

Th e 1853 retaliatory ra te period has provided very little material for study,
largely because of its brief duration and unil ateral nature. Hargest ! provides
full det ails however ; in brief, PMC Hubbard on January 24, 1853, issued an
order that: ", . . on all letters to or from France, through England, the single
rate of United States postage be twell ty-olle cenrs ... such postage to be col
lec ted in and retain ed by the Uni ted Stat es."? Th is order was suspen de d on
10 Februar y of th at year and was not reinstated. It was prompted by a mis
interpretation of th e rate and marking changes following the 1 December 1851
French Decree. Of course memories of the first retaliatory rate period were
still fresh and PMC Hubbard's error is the mor e forgivable since neith er thc
French nor th e Bri tish had inform ed th e USA of these changes.

The entire aff air, including the publicit y (or lack thereof) given the sus
pension of the order , was a comedy of errors. It ap pears that heretofore no
covers have sur faced which were actually rated in accordance with thi s order.
The elegant Toppan-C arpenter cover of 5 Ap ril 1853 was overfra nked, appar
ently in th e mistaken belief that this order was still in effect. Hargest sta tes:
"Unfortuna tely, no cover addressed to France and conveyed on any of the
above [retaliatory period] sailings has been seen.?"

Of course the order applied equally to outgoing and incoming mail, the
latter provid ing potentially the better proof of postal policy since the re
taliatory postage du e wou ld have been marked on th e cove r by th e USA
exchange offic e.

There were two inbound Cunard sailings" on which mail could have been
carried to receive retaliatory rating: th e Africa arr iving in New York on Jan
uary 30 and the Canada which reach ed Boston harbor on February 5. Th e
sub ject cover was carried on th e latter voyage.

The cover is a folded lett er bearing a blue DC "Bruxelles" (Belgium) origi n
postmark dated "18 Janv. 1853." Th e letter is dated "17th January 53" wri tten
in English and discusses in mu ch detail the rout es of railroads then bein g
constructed in Pennsylvania.

The reverse of th e cover bears a manu script "14" written in the Fr ench/
Belgian manner representing the prepayment in cash of 14 decimes, the correct
rate for pr ep aymen t in fu ll to port of destination in the USA via En gland .

This ra te was based on the convent ion between Creat Brit ain and Belgium,
effe ctive 1 February 1850 in Belgium , and remained in force until th e conv en
tion of 28 August 1857. For these purposes, the Belgian decime is considered
eq uivalent to the British penn y and converts to 2d in US currency. Belgian
inland postage was 2d., British transit 4d. and packet postage 8d. Th e USA
inland postage was always to be collected on the Ameri can side and was 5¢.
On e pract ice was to prep ay 6d. for Belgian inland plus British tra nsi t with
endorseme nt to an American packet , 21¢ being collected at destinat ion. Such
let ters were marked by th e USA exchange office as the French cove r shown in
Hargest's Fi gure 28.5 The writer has one cover (December 1854) so marked
and rat ed which, at th e same time, shows an err oneous credit of 16¢ from
Britain to th e USA prompted by a marking erro r in Belgium which led the

I. George E. H argest , H ist ory of Leiter Post COllllllunication Bet ween the Uni ted Stat es
and Europe, Second ed ition. pp . 45-7.

2. I bi d , p p . 45-6, quoting N ew York Trib u ne 26 J anuary 1853.
3. Ibid , p . 46.
4. Walter Hubbard , Chronicle 95: 198.
5. H argest , op . cit. , p. 53.
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Retaliatory.rati ng on cover from Bruxelles, 18 Jan . 1853 ; 21 ¢ collect, Br.Pkt.

British clerk to believe the packet postage had been prepaid, though he evi 
dently rechecked th e marking on the back and correctly crossed out th e credit.

The more typical procedure would be to prep ay Belgi an inland, British
transit and British packet postage tot allin g 14d . with onl y th e 5¢ USA inland
posta ge to be collect ed. Such covers are normally marked with USA excha nge
office handstamps as shown in Hargest's F igure 26.6 These covers show a
1/- (=12d. ) credit to Britain.

Th e front of the cover here illustrated bears th e endorsement: "via Liver 
pool." Absent spe cific endorsement to an American ste ame r, the standard
British practice was at this time to forw ard letters by th e Cunard Line to
which they were paying a heavy subsidy. There are two strikes of the usual
sma ll boxed blue "PD" one of which had been partially covered by sealing
wax. Any confusion resulting from obscuring one mark (which might have
been done in Boston) would not have been grounds for collecting British packet
postage since under Article XI of the US-British treaty of 1848, all transit
letters were to be delivered free of postage due, wh ether pack et or inland by
the country over whose territory the letter tr avelled in transit (in this case
Britain). Delivery points for purposes of thi s provision would be destination
port or pa cket boat of destination nationality. At the upper right, a manuscript
"1/ -" shows the credit to England for British transit and packet postage in
accorda nce with the 1849 Briti sh-Belgian conv ention.

There is a red "PAID 19 Jan 1853" applied in England. Canada sailed
from Liverpool on 22 Janu ary 1853 and arrived at Boston February 5th. 7 The
cover is stamped at lower left with a black 32 mm . "BOSTON BR. PKT.
FEB 6" which is illustrated by Hargest as marking "B" in his Figure 518 (Pru s
sian closed mail markings). This receiving marking being unrated, th e rate
is expressed by a bold "21" in black applied over th e British "Paid" marking.
Th e use of two separate marking devices was necessary since there would
seldom if ever be an occasion under existing tr eaties to have a 21¢ due rating
via Briti sh pa cket. Th e final marking on th e cover is "A March 31, 1853" on
the reverse, no doubt referring to the date of the recipient's reply.

It is clear that this cover was rated in error, at least as far as th e lan guage
of the PMC's original order of January 24th indicates. At this point we can

6. Ib id, p. 52.
7. Hubbard, op . cit ., p. 198.
8. Hargest, op. cit ., p . 88.
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only speculate as to wh at exact instructions were given to th e clerks in the
Boston foreign mail office, ind eed wheth er thi s cover could have been bagged
with the French mail (Belgian mail was open through England) or perh aps
the combinati on of a town name in French and manuscr ipt markings in th e
French styl e together with no explicit sta tement of coun try of origin could
have led th e Boston clerk to assume that it was Fr en ch . In any event, it appears
that thi s cove r provides a possibly un ique illustration of the ma rkin gs of th e
secon d retaliatory ra te 'period though , typical of the confusion pervading th e
whole episode, th ey were applie d to mail of Belgian origin .
POSTSCRIPT: RETALIATORY·RATED COVER FROM FRANCE
CHARLES J. STARNES

By a happy chance we are able to furni sh an example of ret aliatory-rating
on a cover from France. It is from the most interest ing collection of our En glish
colleagu e, John V. Woollam. From th e corne r not ation , the letter was mail ed
by a sailor on the U.S.S. St. Louis, who affixed the useless 3¢ '51 U.S. stamp,
and then paid 8 decimes postage at th e Marseilles post office, 10 Jan . 1853
(ms. "8" and boxed PD). This paid the rat e to U.S. port, via En gland, by
American packet (1 Sep , 1851-1 Jan . 1857). If the letter had been carri ed
by Am. Pkt. from England, 21¢ collect would have been normal procedure;
however, a study of sailing data by Clifford L. Fri end showed the only vessel
from Liv erpool entering New York in the last few day s of January was th e
Cunard Africa (Br. Pkt. ), leavin g Liverpool 15 jan. , arriving New York Sunday,
30 Jan . The New York off ice, obeyin g the 24 Jan . orde r, stam ped black NEW
YORK JAN 31 and 21 (note they did not use the regul ar BR. PKT. or AM. PKT.
stamps) for 21¢ collection at Norfolk.

Retaliatory-rating on cover from Marseilles. 10 Jan . 1853; 21¢ collect. 8r. Pkt.
AN UNUSUAL PRUSSIAN CLOSED MAIL COVER
GEORGE E. HARGEST

Some years ago, I bought for a very low price, a Prussian Closed Mail cover.
It did not at first appe ar very attractive, but it had a Bremen marking that I
could not readily discern 'that mad e it att ractive to me. Inside, to my surprise, I
found th e original letter;:a tightly writte n 6J~ page letter th at must have taken
hours to write. The letter itselftells th e strange stor y of thi s Prussian Closed Mail
cover. The letter is too lon g, and much of it is not important to a postal historian,
so I shall merely give th e gist .of wh at seems to lead to th e important features,
and quote from th e letter the fact s that are of importanc e. It is headed and starts
out as follows:
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On board ship "Golden State" At sea Lat. 36°33' long. 48° 48'
Sunday morning July I , 1860

My dear, dear Ellen ,
My second sabba th a t sea, dearest, and as I am sure yo u will , at ho urs, devo te some

portion of this day of res t to though ts of the ones you love bes t and to [indecipher
able] of the ma ny , many happy incidents of the few past mo nt hs , so I here, now nearly
1500 miles distant from you , will give you the best evidence possible that you are still
cherished in my heart of hearts [there follow man y endearments and religious expres
sions according to the form of such letter s of that period] . . . . That most frightful and
most perilous of all dangers at sea has beset us. We are subjected to the perils of a
leaky ship.-On th e broad unbounded [indecipherable], when we may sail day after
day, with ou t th e proof tha t another sou1 exists in the fear of God 's Earth, I am then
confined withi n the narrow limits of our own vessel, who ca n estimate the horrors of
a dangerous leak-Than k God, ours though very bad , is not yet da ngerous-and yet
in presen t sta te we cannot go aro und the Cape- We have got to, ei ther from our ow n
awarded efforts, to sta y it or else before we subject ourselves to the trying tempests of
Cape Horn, we must put in some where and stop it. \ Ve are very fortunate in discover
ing where the water comes in-One da y in a heavy head sea the ship leaked eleven inches
in two hours-nearly twelve feet a da y-the shi p re qu iring to be pumped out as Ire 
quently as onc e in two hours. . . .

The leak in the ship was repaired and there was no danger . There follows
a description of the clouds, the color of the sea, and that he spent his time in
miscellaneous reading. The ship Golden State, according to the Special Lis ts of
the American Archives was a vessel of 1,361 tons, ship rigged , i.e., fore , main
and mizzen mast, with mizzen gaff for spanker, masts crossed for courses, top
sails, gallants, and sky sails and such jib and stay sails as were needed. A 1,361
ton sailing ship was a large one. It was buil t in New York in 1853, an d, therefore,
only seven years old.

. . . At first there was much consternation but whe n the leak was fou nd, everyone re o
ceived Eq uanimity, for i t was no lou ger considered a larming .. . .

There follows a long description of the ocean , clouds, and navigation lessons
given him by the first lieutenant and the captain, all interspersed with tenus of
endearment and how he spent his time reading law. One can only feel that he
was a very young and immature man.
Finally:

July II 4 pm Lat. 26.6 N. , Lo ng. 35°-
Dearest-

There is a vessel nea r at han d by whic h we may have an opportunity to send
letters.-We have a fin e breeze and ma y be unable to stop- [I ndecip herab le] Can't wr ite
muc h more now-Love to a ll you r family & abu ndance for yourseIf-

As ever
David

[On the reverse is the note.] We have stopped our leak so that it is no longer con 
sidered dangerous.

Th e ship did stop , and the letter was sent "by the vesse l near at hand." It
proved to be a ship bound for Bremen. Although I had a number of unpaid
Pruss ian closed mail covers addressed to the United States, I was att racted to
this cover by the Bremerhaven marking which I felt I had recently seen. It was
partially covere d by the AACHEN 5c1- debit-marking and a 30/N. YORK AM.
PKT./AUCj27 marking, and was difficult to see in detail. Upon a little study,
however, it was found in an article describing Bremen postmarks by Karl Knauer
and Arthur Salm, which appeared in the June 1964 issue of A Postscript to the
Postal Histor ian, p. 54. From the illustration of the marking, and the marking on
the cover, it was reconstru cted and a tracing of it appears at lower left of the
illustration of the cover, which is labeled Figure 1. According to the authors, this
marking is known used from 1851 to 1867. In thi s case, it bears th e date of
10 Augus t, when the lett er was deposited at the Bremenhaven P.O. , after being
carrie d ashore . On the reverse of the cover is an oblong BRE ME N/11 8°7-8M
marking showing that the let ter was dispatched fro m Bremen on 11 August. The
AACHEN 5c1- debit marking is characteristic of letters sent unpaid in the Prussian
closed mail, and bears the date of 12 Augus t. This letter was sent in closed mail
through Verviers and Ostend to London, and thence to Liverpool. It crossed the
Atlantic in City of Baltimore of the Inm an line, which arrived in New York on
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Figure 1. Letter writlen aboard the ,.i1ing ,h ip "Golden State" on 1 Ju ly 1860. The ,hip had • le.k. wh ich
caused some concern, but it was found and stopped with:>ut d iff iculty . The 61/2 page lefter appears to have been
w rill en fro m 1 July to 11 July 1860 . At Latitude 26° .6' Nort h and Long itude 3So West the ,hip met a v....1
boun d for Bremen . Both vessels sto pped, and mails exchanged. This letter was posted in the Bremerhaven office
on 10 August , and selft to Aachen in the Prussia" closed mail on the follow ing day.

27 August 1860. The New York excha nge office marked it with a 30/N. YORK
AM . PKT. ra te marking da ted "AUG j27," in black, indicati ng that 30¢ was to
be collected on deliver y. The manuscript "2" is in blue ink an d re presents 2 sil
ber gro schen, equal to 5¢- in U.S. currency, and is the German-Austrian Postal
Uni on postage. It does not indicate the 2d per letter due to the captain of a
privat e shi p, which has, in some cases similar to this one , been sta ted as its
meaning. All of these markings are characteristic of those on sing le rate unpaid
letters sent in the Prussian closed mail.
Review: North Atlantic Seaway, Volume I. By N. R. P. Bonsor, wi th illustra
tions by J. H. Isherwood. Enl arged and completely revised second edition , in
four volumes , of which thi s is Volume I, hardbound , 471 pages with 24 full
page illu st rat ions and over 100 line drawings of transatl anti c steamers. Pub
lished by Arco Publishing Co., Inc ., N.Y., .but print ed in England. Available
from Leonard H. H artmann , P.O . Box 21397, Louisville, Ky. 40221, at $19.95,
postpaid.

This is a greatly enlarged edition of a book published in 1955 and whi ch
has become a ver itable "bible" to students of th e transatl antic ma ils. It lists
eve ry compa ny and eve ry ship, insofar as th e author could identify them , that
even intended to trav er se the Atlantic for commercial passenger purposes. Ar
ran ged by companies, in chronological order of th eir entry into transatlantic
passenger service, Volume 1 covers thos e companies establishe d in such servi ce
prior to and including 1856. Among thos e covered are such well known firm s
as the Cuna rd , Collins , Ocean and Allan lines; Hap ag, Anchor and many
others. A history of each line is given, chronologica lly, with a complete list ing
of all known ships of th e line together with rea lly de ta iled da ta concern ing
the ships. Earliest an d lat est sailing dat es of each ship upon each route are
given in th e text in most cases.

Altho ugh seeming ly not directly relate d, much of the da ta given is of
direct value to th e student or collec tor of transatl antic cove rs. Volume II ,
which will cover th e period 1856-1873, is expected to ap pear shortly. . Both
are highly recommende d.

Richar d B. Graham
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FRENCH CONVENTION MAIL TO RUSSIA
CHARLES J. STARNES

In a previous review article on mails to Russia 1, we were unable to illus
trate French mail usage. Since that time two cover s have been exhumed, one
from Ashbrook's Special Seroice«, and the other from the stock of a prominent
dealer . They are both from the same Portland, Me. , correspondence to Josiah
Pierce at St. Peters burg, and both were mailed in Oct. 1865. The Ashbrook
cover was single ra te, overpaid; the cover illustrated here is double ra te, franked
at 2 x 30ri II oz. with a 30¢ '61, two 3¢ '61s, and a 24¢ lilac '63.

Double rat. Fr.nch mail , 2 x 30¢/ l/40Z., from Portland, M• ., Oct . 1865, to St. Pet.rsburg . Proc ....d at Pori.
land .xchange off ic., Ira n.i l 10 Liv.rpool by AUan lin •.

Th e Portland exchange office processed th e let ter with re d PORTLAND
ME PAID OCT 2- and "2/ 54," 2 x 27¢ credi t to France. Although tra nsit to
Liverpool was by the Canadian Allan Line (Am. Pkt.), credi t was made as if
by Br. Pkt., per Articles I and II of the Addi tional Articles to the U.S.-French
convention, effective 1 Apr . 1861,3 Britain forwarded the let ter to Calais 8 Nov.
(ET. UNIS SERVo BR. A.C:). France had no dir ect postal arrangements with
Russia at this time, and correspond ence to th at country was sent under Franco
Prussian convention regulations. Accordingly, the letter was routed via Belgium
to Germ any, where the Prussian exchange off ice, eithe r on the Verviers-Coln
travelling office or at Aachen, applied a blu e ms, "f 3" (3 silbergrosch en foreign
transit allotment) and two origin handstamps. The reverse bears a bl ue circul ar
28 mm. AUS FRANKREICH PE R AACHEN B 9/11 (From Fra nce via Aachen
9 Nov.) and on front is the correct blue 30 mm. AUS FRANKREICH PER
AACHEN FRANCO 4 9/11. 4 From Coln transit was by rail to Berlin, and
thence either by sea from Stett in to St. Petersburg, or by rail via Bromberg
and Konigsberg. Docketing indicates the let ter arrived at its destin at ion 12
Nov. 1865.

1. C/II<JII icl" 87: 189-92.
2. PI' . ;; ~ 9 ·;;O , ph oto no . 271.
:1. R eport of III£! Post master Gen eral, 1861. Wi er en ga reprint, p . 588 . This qu eer accou nt

.;ystem is do cum ented by Har gest , Letter Post Com m u nicat ions, e tc., 136·37, 138-39.
l. Cyril Kieh l, Th e Ph il at el ist , March 1960, 1f;0 -161, lists th is handstamp as T yp e 17 of

th e Coln-Verv iers markings,
PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS
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HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE CONTRACT SAILINGS
KENNETH D. GILBART

In an exce llent two-part article by Richard B. Graham, 1861-69 editor
for the Chronicle, new information was presented on th e CHINA AND JAPAN
ST EA M SERVICE marking.' Tables accompanying the articles listed covers
bearing this marking, with th eir San Francisco arr iva l dat es. The author men 
tioned th at no such listing of covers and ship sailings and arrival s existed for
th e HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE markings. This article attempts to fill
part of th e void. It necessarily sets out preliminary contract arra ngements and
a summa ry of th e actual contract with th e Ca lifornia, Or egon , and Mexico
Steamship Co. (the CO & MSS Co.). This is follow ed by a description of th e
marking, a sailing date table, and a cover listin g.

The Report of th e Postmaster Ge neral for 1867, p. 23, states, "The cont ract
for th e mail stea mship service bet ween th e United Stat es and the Hawaiian
Islands, authorized by th e Act of Mar ch 2, 1867, was aw arde d to 'The Ca li
fornia, Oregon & Mexico Steamship Comp an y,' whose bid for th e required
service at th e sum of $75,000 for the performance of twelve round trips per
annum, b et ween th e port of San Francisco an d th e port of Honolulu, was th e
only one received under th e advertisement inviting proposals for th e service.
A contract was execu te d by the company on the 30th Jul y, 1867. The service
was comme nced on th e 15th October , 1867." Th e same report, pp. 132-.34, details
the contract with th e CO & MSS Co .; perti nent exce rpts follo w :

T he CO & MSS Co. have been accep ted in accordance wi th th e stipu la tions and
provisions of th e ac t o f Co ngress approved March 2. 1867. en ti t led . " An Act to au
thorize th e estab lish men t of ocea n mail steamshi p service between th e United States
a nd th e H a waiian Islan ds." and in conform ity with the advert isem ent in vitin g pro
posal s for said service issued by the Postm aster Ge nera l of th e United Sta tes on the
19th o f Ma rch . 1867. as co n tracto rs to carry th e mai ls o f th e Uni ted Sta tes bet ween
th e port of San Fran cisco . in the Un ited States. and th e port of H on olulu . in th e
H aw aiian Islands. at the sum of 575.000 for th e per form ance of twelve ro und tr ips
per a n num between said port s. for a con tract term of te n yea rs. to begi n on or before
th e first day of January. eigh teen hundred an d sixty-e igh t. and from th e day th e
fi rst stea ms h ip of th e said lin e sha ll depart fro m th e port of San Fran cisco with the
mail s for the Hawaiia n Islands: Now. therefore , th e said CO & MSS Co .. cont rac tors.
a nd Sam uel L. M. Ba rl ow a nd Geo rge K. O tis . as sure ti es. do jo in tly and seve ra lly
unde rt ake . . . twelve ro u nd trips per an n um. by a monthly line of firstclass American
sea -going steamsh ips. to be of no t less th an one thousa nd ton s. govern men t measure
m en t. each . a nd of sufficien t number to perform twel ve round tr ips per a nnu m
between sa id ports . . . to tran spor t, free of ex pense . o n eac h and every steame r .
a ma il agent of th e U n ited States , to take cha rge of a nd a rra nge the mail ma t ter , a nd
to assign to such agen t su it ab le accommodati on s for tha t pu rpose; . . . a nd do bind
themse lves-

First . to d isp a tch a steamship fro m th e port of San Fra ncisco on or about th e fir st
d ay of each month. a nd fro m Honolulu on or a bo ut the fiftee n th day of eac h
month . .. to mak e con nec tion with the mail st eam sh ips to a nd fro m New York .
a nd to an d from Japan a nd Ch ina . . . .

Second . to tran sp ort t he mails in a safe a nd secure man ner , free fro m wet or oth er
in ju ry. in a separate a pa r tmen t in each steams hi p.. . .

Third . to ta ke th e m ail a nd every part of it from. and de liver it a nd every pa rt
of it into. th e port o ffices o f San Fra ncisco and Hon olul u respecti vely.

Other terms and conditions call for (1) accountability for da ma ges to th e
mails, (2) no commercial transmission of intellige nce mor e rapidly th an by
mail , (3) not to knowingly permit letters or newsp ap ers to be carri ed outside
th e mail , (4) to transport post office blank s, mail bags and the occasional
spe cial agent. The sum of $75,000 pe r annum was to be made in quar terly
paym ents on receipt at th e Post Office Department of satisfac tory evide nce of
th e performance of th e round tr ips. A prorat a deduction was to be mad e for
th e failure to perform an y regular monthly voyage. The Postmaster Gen eral
had certain po wers to annul the contract with CO & MSS Co.

The Report of th e Postmast er Gen eral for Fi scal Year 1868, p. 21, sta tes .
"a nd on th e mail steams hip route bet ween San F rancisco and Honolul u (Ha
waii an Islands) th e contractors performed eight round trips from 15th October .

I. Chronicle 73:2 1-30; 75 :133·43 .
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1867, to 30 June, 1868, the average length of th e outbound voyages being 11
days 1 hour, and of the inward voyages 12 days 3 hours ."

The Report of th e Postmaster General for 1869, p. 18, notes, "The appoint
ments of gov ernment agents in charge of th e United States mails on board of
the mail steamers plying between San Francisco, Japan , and China, and be
tween San Francisco and Honolulu, wer e revoked in th e month of April last ."
It is also reported "regular mon thly trips have been performed, according to
con tract, on the United States steamship routes b etween New York and Rio de
Janeiro, (Brazil) and between San Francisco and Honolulu ."

The Report of th e Postmast er Gen eral for 1870 states, p. 18, "bu t 10 round
trips only ha ve been made by th e steamships of CO & MSS Co."

The Report of th e Postmaster Gen eral for 1871, p. 13, states, "T he mail
steamship service on all th e ocean routes has been regularly per formed accord
ing to contract. Monthly service has been maintained . . . to th e Hawaiian
Islands."

The CO & MSS Co., though the only offi ciall y reco gni zed mail steamship
line plying between San Francisco and Honolulu, was not th e onl y line carry
ing U.S. mail. In Hawaii, Its Stamps and Postal History, by Henry A. Meyer
et al, it is stated that on mail transported by non-contract ships during thi s
period the Hawaiian Post Office had to pay th e cost of transportation. None
theless, no HAWAIIA N STEAM SERVICE marking has been seen which could
not be assigne d to a vesse l of CO & MSS Co . arrivin g in San Francisco during
the above-described period of 15 Oct. 1867 through 30 June 1870, afte r which
the U.S.-Hawaii postal convention becam e effective. During th e contract period
a single lett er rate comprised 51- Hawaiian and 101- U.S. postage; th e lon g
con tinued 21- ship fee was not collected on contract mails.

Mailed al Hilo, Hawa ii, 17 Dec. 1868, and lell er carr ied by inler·i sland service 10 Honolulu, Oahu. Trans it by
CO & MSS Co. " Ida ho," lv. 26 Dec., arr . San Francisco 8 Jan. 1869 . The Hawaii 5¢ '66 was canc e lled al Hilo,
Ihe U.S. 10¢ '61 cancelled al San Francisco, and , mosl proba b ly, Ihe origi n ma rki ng HAWA IIAN STEAM SERVICE
ap p lied before sending in th e dom eslic mails 10 New York. (Ex.Harr is, Spelma n).

The HA\VAllAN STEAM SERVICE marking is a double-lined oval, 15.5 x
31.5 mm ., stamped in red to magenta shades (th e ink has faded to pale red and
pink on some covers). The words HAWAIIAN and SERVICE are arced inside
the top and bottom of the oval , with height of letters varyin g from 2.5-3.0 mm.
The centered straight STEAM has 3.0 mm. high letters. An excellent strike
of th e marking is shown in th e cover illu stration. The Meyer -H arris b ook desig
nates thi s marking as Type 442 (p. 292), and it is stated to b e an origin mark
ing applied at San Francisco. It is mos t reasonable that this ma rking is analo
gous in use to th e STEAMSHIP used at New Orleans and New York on
incoming letters from non-treaty countries by U.Sc-contrstct ships (the 101
blanket rate). The outer dimensions of the CHINA & JAPAN STEAM SERVICE
and the HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE handstamps ar e identical, th e ink
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colors similar, and th eir respective periods of use are 20 Nov. 1867-23 Nov. 1869,
and 18 Nov. 1867-19 Aug . 1869, from San Francisco arri va l da tes.

About one year ago 1 undertook the task of researching the departures
and arrivals of CO & MSS Co. vessels between San Francisco and Honolulu.
The follo win g table is an origin al compilation of these sailings , as ascerta ined
from the microfilm files of the Daily Alta California in the San Franci sco Public
Library, Main Branch.

The reader has probably already noticed the CO & I\lSS Co. vessel, the
Idaho, departed San Francisco on Sept. 5, 1867, a full month and 10 days befor e
the heretofore described contract comm encement date of Oct. 15, 1867, referred
to earlier in th e Postmaster General Report of Fiscal Year 1867. Reviewing the
Daily Alta California back to June, 1867, it was determined the Idah o dep arted
San Fran cisco July 5, 1867, for Victoria (Canada), returning to San Francisco
July 19, 1867, and did not dep art aga in until Sept. 5, 1867, for Honolulu . The
significance of th is new informat ion cannot be fu lly measur ed at this point.
On e thought is that thi s sai ling was a trial run pri or to th e contract's becomin g
effe ctive with th e sa iling of October 15, 1867. On the other hand, if Oct. 15,
1867 , is conside red the offici al comm encement date, then the sailing list below
represents only seven round trips to the end of June 30, 1868, and thus th e
Postmast er Gen eral's Report of Fiscal Year 1868, referred to at the beginning
of thi s article, is in error. 1£ eight rou nd trips were perform ed and paid under
terms of the contract, th en one can argue that the contract commenced with
the sailing of Idaho from San F rancisco on Sept. .5, 1867. rather than Oct. 15,
1867 . The proof of thi s th eory would be to see a Hawaiian Steam Service mark
ing on cover with Honolulu postmark of 25 or 26 Sept. an d a San Fran cisco

CONTRACT SAILINGS OF THE CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND
MEXICO STEAMSHIP CO. BETWEEN SAN FRANCISCO AND HONOLULU

Lv . SF SH I P A n . H NI. t». H ,v L A TT. SF
IR67 5 Sep t. IDAHO 26 Sep t. R Oc t. IR67

15 O ct. J[)AHO 2 Nov, 15 l'\o\' .
23 No v. ID AH O 10 Dec. 23 Dec.

IRG8 2 J an .
8 Feb .

17 Ma r.
27 Apr.
29 :'\Iay
5 July

II Aug .
18 Sep t.
7 Oct.

28 Oct.
18 Nov .
9 Dec.

30 Dec.

1869 20 Jan.
27 Feb.
3 Ap r.

12 May
19 June
22 July
26 Aug.

2 O ct.
10 Nov.
17 Dec.

1870 22 Jan .
27 Feb .

<) Ap r il
10 May

J[) AHO
J[) AHO
ID AHO
ID AHO
ID AHO

MO NT AN A
ID AHO
IDAHO

MO NTANA
ID AHO

:'\fONTA NA
ID AHO

MONTANA

ID AHO
ID AH O
ID AHO
IDAHO
IDAHO
J[) AH O
ID AH O
ID AHO
J[)AHO
IDAHO

ID AHO
ID AH O
J[) AH O
AJ AX

20 Fe h.
28 Mar .

16 J ul y
20 Au g.
29 Sept.

8 No v.

20 Dec.
11-12 Jan .

12 :'\fa r.

29 June
I AUR.

13 Oct.

2R Dee.

10 :'\Ia r.
15 Ap ril
19 Ma\'

21 J an .
27 Feh .
:1 Apr.
9 :'\Iay

If> J u ne
22 July
29 Aug.
" Oct.

25 Oct.
14 No v.
6 Dec.

26 Dec .
16 Jan .

7 Feb.
17 " fa r.
22 Apr.
29 Ma y·

3 July
7 Aug.

If> Sept.
2 1 Oct.·
2R Nov."
.\ J an .

8 Feb ,
16 " fa r.
21 Ap r il
23 May·

2 Feb . IR6R
II Ma r.
15 Ap r.
22 xrav
27 JlIIle

5 Aug.
13 Sept.
18 Oct.
8 Nov.

26 Nov,
17 Dec.
8 J an . 1869

29 Jan. 1869

20 Feb . 1869
28 :'\fa r.
Ii "f ay

10 JuneI"July
19 Aug.
27 Sep t .
31 Oct.

9 Dec.
15 J a n . 1870

23 Feb .
29 :'\fa r.
5 Mav
f> june}

" Ind icat es H NL d ep a rt u re time interpo lat ed fro m tr an sit t im es provid ed in th e Daily Alta
Cali lo rnia , Tra nsit times ex ist for som e hut not all th e rep ort ed sa ili ngs.

t T he ret u rn of th e Aj nx to Sa n Francisco on fi June 1870 was th e last a rr iva l from H onolu lu
d nring th is con tract peri od .
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postmark of 8 Oct. or possibly a few days lat er. Lot 540 in Siegel Sale 516
fits these sailings but does not bear a HAW AllAN STEAM SERVICE mark 
ing. This cover was possibly carried on the Idaho's first return voyage to San
Francisco from Honolulu on 8 Oct., 1867. The "Honolulu/ Sept. 25/ U.S . Post
age Paid" marking is one day pr ior to the Idaho's sailing on Sept. 26, 1867. The
Idaho arrived in San Francisco on 8 Oct. , 1867, and th e cover bears a double
circle "San Francisco Oct /lO/Cal" postmark. No other sailings match these
dates in th e tables present ed . This cover, however , may have been carried
by a non-contract vessel; it lacks markings or contents which would enable
it to be year dated .

The Postmaster General Report for 1868 also cites th e avera ge len gth of
time for outbound and inbound voyages up to June 30, 1868. The sailing data
above will not allow for determining average voyage length, even on inbound
tr ips where all eight (seven?) departure and arrival dates are known. Th e
ave rage of eight trips in the above table cannot be compared to th e rep ort ed
"12 days 3 hours" inward average. It is pointed out th e reported San Francisco
arrival date may have been in th e early morning hours, in which case th e mails
would have a San Francisco postmark of th e same date. If th e reported arr ival
date actually happened late in the evening hours, th e mails would receive a
San Francisco postmark dated the next day or lat er.

The Rep ort of th e Postmaster Gen eral for Fi scal Year 1869 not es "reg ular
monthly trips" we re performed . Taking the 1869 fiscal year from Jul y 1, 1868,
to June 30, 1869, th e tahle of sailing dates shows 12 round trip voyages were
completed. Th e first completed voyage would be the one arriving in San
Francisco on 5 Aug., 1868. The last complet ed voyage would have been the
arrival on 10 June, 1869.

There are 10 arr ivals between the one of 15 Jul y, 1869, and 6 June, 1870,
and this conforms with information reported in the Postmaster Gen eral's Report
for fisca l year 1870.

The following list of covers bearin g th e HAWAllAN STEAM SERVICE
marking known to this writer compa res very favorably with dep arture and
arrival dat es presented above. A recent Rob ert A. Siegel auction sale (# 516
in San Franc isco) is the source for about half of this listing.

HAWAIIAN STEAM SERVICE COVERS

rEAR H N L Post mark Date l'essel A rriual Date
l'essel Departu re Date S.F. Postmark Date Stamps R ei ·

1867 2 Nov. 15 Nov . is lOti # 68 (I )
2 Nov. 18 Nov .

10 Dec . 23 Dec. us # 68 (2) Lot 537
10 Dec. 2? Dec.

10 Dec. 23 Dec. US # 68 (2) Lot 539
10 Dec. 23 Dec.

10 Dec. 23 Dec. us #73 + (3)
10 Dec. 30 Dec. US #70 pI'

10 Dec. 23 Dec. H A #32 + (15) Lot 2831l
10 Dec. 24 Dec. US #68

1868 20 J an . 2 Feb . H A #32 + (2) Lot 568

21 J an . 10 Feb . US # 68

20 J a n . 2 Feb . H A # 32 pI' + (·1) Lo t 362

21 J a n. 3 Feb . US #76 p I' + CS # 68

20 J a n . 2 Feb. H A # 32 vert pI' + (4) Lot 363
21 Jan . 3 Feb . US #68 hori z P"

3 Ap ri l 15 April
3 Apri l I5Ap ril us # 68 (5)
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YEAR H NL Postmark Da te Vessel Arriva l Date
Vessel Dep arture Date S.F. Postmark Date Stamps R ef ·

1868 3 April 15 April HA# ~2 + (15) Lot 283 1
3 April 15 April US #68

9 May 22 May
9 May 23May US #68 (2) Lot 538

9 May 22 May HA #32 +
9 Ma y 23 May US # 76 pr (2) Lot 577

22 May HA # 31 x 3 ,+
9 May 22 May US #68

"
(I )

9 May .22 ~[ay HA '# 32 pr +
9 May 23 May 2 x US #76 pr (6) Lot 2063*

29 Aug. 13 Sept. HA #32 + (7) and (2)
29 Aug. 13 Sep t. ' US #68 Lot 570

24 Oct. 8 'N ov, HA #32 pr +
2.~ Oct. 9 Nov. US #68 pr (2) Lot 573

24 Oct. 8 NO". HA #32 +
25 ocr. 8 Nov . US #68 (13)

13 Nov. 26 Nov .
14 Nov . 26 Nov . US #76 pr (8)

14 Nov. 26 Nov .
14 Nov. 26 Nov . HA #32 (2) Lo t 552

14 Nov . 26 Nov. HA # 32 +
14 Nov . 26 Nov . US #68 (15) Lot 2835

14 Nov. 26 Nov . HA # 32 +
14 Nov -. - 26 Nov . US #68 (6) Lot 2072

14 Nov . 26 Nov. HA # 32 +
14 Nov . 26 Nov . US #96 (2) Lot .~69

14 Nov . 26 Nov. HA # 32 +
14 Nov. 26 Nov . US #68 (2) Lot 571

5 Dec. 17 Dec. HA # 32 +
6 Dec. 17 Dec . US #96 (4) Lot 361

6 Dec. 17 Dec. HA #32 +
6 Dec. 17 Dec. US #96 (9)

26 Dec. 8 J an. HA #32 +
26 Dec. 8 J an. US #76 pr (2) Lot .~ 7 6

26 Dec. 8 J an. HA # 32 +
26 Dec. 8 J an . US #68 (10)

26 Dec. 8 J an. HA # 32 +
26 Dec. 8 J an . US #68 I I.~ ) Lot 2832

1869 22 April 6 May HA #32 +
22 April 6 ~ fay US #93 pr + (15) Lo t 2838

US #94 pr

28 May 10 June HA #32 + (6) Lo t 2070

29 May 14 June US #96

3 July 15 July HA #31 + (6) Lot 2062

3 July 15 J ul y US #96

*Knapp Cat alog sta tes th is cover used in 1862. Sta tement obv iously in err or.
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YEAR H N L Postm ark Dale Vessel Arrival Dale Stamps R ef·
Vessel Depart ure Dale S.F. Postm ark Date

1869 7 Augt 19 Au g. H A # 32 + (6) Lo l 2007

7 Aug . 19 Au g. US # 89

7 Aug t 19 Aug . HA # 32 + (I I)
7 Au g. 19 Aug . US # 89

7 Aug. 19 Aug . I jS #96 (2) Lot 551
7 Aug . 19 Aug.

HA # 32 +
Unkno wn ?9 :\far. US # 89 (2) Lot 580

H A # 32
II Aug. US #68 p r (12)

H A #33 +
29 Mar . S # 89 x 2 (\ 4)

Tota l 37 covers
'j'Covers may be iden tical.

Referenc es
( I) Siegel Sa le 383, Lot 264 or ;l6:l (6 Nov.. J970) .
( 2) Siegel Sale 516, 27 & 28 Au g., 1977.
( 3) Kell eh er , 23 Mar. , 1963, Lot 1;10.
( 4) Gibson Sale , 1944.
( 5) Siegel Sale , 29 J an ., 1963, Lot 309.
( Ii) Knapp Sale, Pa rt I. 194J.
( 7) l\feron i Sa le. Lo t 1204.
( 8) Siege l Sale. 28-30 j an ., 1970. Lot 845.
( 9) Siege l Sale. 22 Mar., 1956. Lot 92.
(10) Sta rnes coil. (ex-Harris. Spelman) .
( I I) Siege l Sale , 29 J an. , 1963, Lot 315.
(12) Siege l Sale 384, 19·20 Nov .. 1970. Lot 43R.
(\ 3) Siegel Sa le 526, Lot 229.
(14) Siegel Sale 527, Lot 640.
11 Ii) Wolf fers # 67. 28 Apri l, 1978.

Lot 550 in Siegel Sale 516 was surely carried on board th e Idah o, depart
ing Honolulu in Jan. 4, 1870, and arriving in San Francisco on Jan . 15, 1870.
This cover does not hear the Hawaiian Steam Service marking although th e
postmarks match these sailing and arrival dates.

At thi s time no attempt is made to determine how man y trips are repre
sented bv covers listed; that task is left for another article after additional covers
have been rep ort ed . Regarding the earliest reporte d Hawaiian Steam Service
mark ing use, one cover is listed with a Iov. 2 (1867) Honolulu postmark and a
Nov. 18 San Francisco postm ark. The latest use listed is during August 1869.
Of the 37 covers listed , the Honolulu postm ark dat e is identical to the vessel's
departure date in 25 of these covers. Th e Honolulu postmark dat e is one day
pr ior to the vessel's departure date in eight additional covers. The Honolulu
postmark is indistinct or info rmation lack ing on the remaining listed covers.
There is a much greater time gap• . how ever, between the vessel's arrival in
San Francisco and the date of the San Francisco postmark. Twenty two of the
37 covers sho w the same San Francisco postm ark and ship arrival date. Seven
additiona l covers show :a San Francisco postm ark ' one day after th e vessel's
arr ival. The remaining "covers for which information is ava ilab le show three,
four, seve n, and eight day differences. It is further noted that a group of covers,
where th ey can be assigned to one particular Honolulu sailing , may have dif
ferences in the date the San Franci sco postm ark was applied after arrival. Other
unli sted covers undoubtedly exist. It is hop ed th e reader will report any covers
not listed . Contributions, preferably a photograph.. or full accur ate description
of the cover , and correction s are welcom ed and can b e mad e to Ken Cilbart,
2692 Comstock Circle, Belmont, CA 94002. .

The author wishes to thank Charles Starnes for his guida nce and support;
Cliff Fri end for diggin g through the Postm aster General Reports for pertinent
data, and Bill Weissman for provid ing referenc es on seve ra l covers .
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THE COVER CORNER
SCOTT GALLAGHER, Editor
<: r .I / c:• •

ANSWER TO PROBLEM COVERS IN ISSUE NO. 98
CAPEX was most enjoyab le, and many of our members were in attenda nce.

Their comments on th is section of the Chronicle were apprecia te d and will be
heeded . Specifically, there will be more examples of faked covers. You will
be able to read in th e forthcomin g (early August) issue of the Chatter, now under
the Edi torship of Theron W ierenga, more about our Society's planned pro gram
for the analysis of questionable covers , and a repo sitory for th em.

Figure 1. Cover wi th U,S , CI TY MAIL marking,

Fi gure 1 shows th e first prob lem cover from Issue No. 98, a stam pless
cover addressed to New York Citv. The onlv answer received came from Ca lvet
Hahn who adv ises th at the ma rking represents a local usa ge, an d was employed
in the 1850s. Ther e were two markings according to Ca l, although only one
is listed on page 241 of the A mer ican Stanipless Cocci Catalog just recently
published by the David G. Phillips Publishing Co ., Inc. The rate was I r;! , and
thi s was collecte d from th e recipi ent of this cove r. This ind ep endent ma il serv
ice marking, although well known, is far from comm on. Ca l plans a future
ar ticle on it and other associated or similar markings.

Fi gure :2 shows the second problem cover from the last issue. In honor
of CAPEX, it was supposed to be a Canadi an item , bu t its Ca nadian con nection
was bri ef, as our experts write.

The first answe r comes from Joseph von 'Hake, who wri tes:
I offc r th a t p roblem cove r #2 is a m issent to Canad a . rather th an a co nscious

ro u ting . . . . The letter was p laced in th e wron g hag 01 1 Troy , To su bsta n t ia te this
view, I enclose a photo o f suc h a cover of m in e .

T houg h my co ver (writ ten R: illust rated in Th e A m erica/l Ph ilatelist, Sep tem ber
l!lii , p. i1 2) involves several fo rwa rd in gs an d misscnt s, it a lso cross ed to Ca nada , wh ere
it re ceived a d at est am p an d was rehagged a nd re turned wit ho u t a ny Ca nadian mi ssent
ma rki ng .
Another an swer was received from Calvet Hahn, whose comme nts ar e:

T he ro uting via Canada is a functi on of the loca l routes of th e peri od .. . .
a ) H ighsate had on lv on e post rou te, # 31fi from Burlingto n . VI. at 2 a .m , by

\\' il1Sooski Fa lls, Co lch est er , W . Mil ton , Milton , Georgia , East Georgia , St. Albans.
and Swanton Cent er to H ighga te hy 10 a .rn . The letter had to pass o n this route.

h) Troy was , with Alban y, a major mai l dist rihurio n ro u te with many rout es
ru n ning into it , an d it was on th e main route Irom :\,YC via Albauv to Canada . One
major rou te north was #943 from W hite Hall wh ere the bo at lea ves 3 p .m. via Hurli ng
ton to SI. J oh ns, Ca nada (7 a .m , th e following da y) a nd on to Mont real , The lak e was
probably froz en in Jan . however, as the Hudson sh u t in Dcrcmbcr and was closed
u ntil April in 1846·7.
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Figure 2. Cover from Troy, N.Y. to Highgate, Vt ., with Montreal 'ransit marking.

c) Route 92i would take the lett er fro m Trov to W h iteh a ll at 10 a.m ., arriving
at noon . T he lan d arrangeme nts wou ld para llel th'e boa t.

Thus rh isIett er was p rob ably ma iled so as to ca tch th e 10 a .m . Wed . th e 6th mail
to W hiteha ll and reaching 51. J ohns on the i th or 8th (used an ex tra day becau se of
weat her ) mak ing it to Mon treal tha t day a nd ret urn ing th e 9t h or 10th to Bu rlington
whence it caugh t the 2 a.m. mail to H igh ga te, o n the l l t h , arrivi ng a t 10 a.rn. It was
probably missortcd and p ut in to a throug h bag at Troy so it wen t up to Montreal ,
ra ther th an bein g pulled at Burlingt on . T he weather cou ld have been a factor as we
do know stage mail wen t u p th e We st side and it m igh t not ha ve been put off at
Keeseville for ro u te 964 across the Lak e. (1841 ro ut e # ) .

Susan McDonald also consulted two Can adi an experts for their interpreta
tions of the cover . Th e first , Dr. Fred Stulbe rg of Toronto, pr esid ent of th e Royal
Philatelic Society of Canada an d an act ive postal history coll ector, ag ree d in
substance wi th the opinions expressed above: "T he cove r that went from Troy,
N.Y., to Highgate, Vt. , through Montreal (1847) has, upon analysis, only one
logical explana tion. Th e Postmast er at Tr oy mad e a mistake!"

Dr. Stulberg sent a photocop y of a somewha t similar cover in his coll ection,
also from Troy, N.Y., in 1828, addr essed to Boston, but wi th th e ms. notation
"Missent to Montreal, L.C." Th e cover shows only U.S. postage to be collected
and was not postm arked at Montreal. To judge by th e docketing, th e letter
took two weeks to reach Boston , as the Troy po stm ark dat e is April 30, and
the dat e of receipt noted as 14 May,

A more int riguing respo nse was received from Ch arles P. de Volp i, the dean
of Ca nadian postal historians, whose collecti on once included th e cover in
qu estion.

I have chec ked mv records, and had a t one t ime four covers of simi lar nature , a ll
ill 18H and 1848, a ll from T roy , N.Y., and via Mon tr ea l to Vermo nt towns. My expla
na tio n was tha t th ere was a direct service from New Yor k City to Mo n trea l via T ro y,
and that during th e win ter , it was th e fastest way to ge t lett ers to bord er towns in
Vermon t via thi s routing th an di rect (the fou r covers wer e a ll during th e winter
month s) and in a ll cases the ti me lap se from Montreal to destin ation was three days.
T her e was a n a ll winter service between Montrea l and bo rd e ri ng U.S. towns. I d id have
n ine covers fro 111 Montreal and su rround ing ar ea to sim ila r towns in th e U.S. And they
a ll took two o r th ree days, except one wh ich took five da ys.

I a lso beli eve . . . that I di d have a post offi ce le tt er to the effec t tha t letters from
Troy wer e to he ex ped ited in thi s fash ion ; I can no t local e the copy. hut if I do will
send it to YOll .

Susan notes: "Of cours e, I pr efer de Volpi's explanation. It tr ansforms a
humdrum error into an obscure and unusual postal histo ry item. But- assuming
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the others are righ t-why would the Montreal post offic e both er to pos tmark the
letter. but not write 'Missent'?'
PROBLEM COVERS FOR THIS ISSUE

, "-. '.

Figure 3 , Cover to Ind ia with 3¢ 1857 .tamp,

F igure 3 shows th e first new problem cover which bears a 3¢ U.S. 1857
stamp, a one anna sta mp of India, and some interesting markings, submitte d
by memb er William K. McD ani el. How did th e cover get from the United
States to India? What do the various markings signify? Your Editor has a
simi lar cov er in his collection, and is sincere ly and keen ly interested in answers
and comm ents from readers on this one.

Fig ure 4. 5an Francisco to london, 1863.
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Figure 4 shows our second problem cover for rea der analysis, from San
Francisco to London in 1863. It is supposedly a cover with which there has
been tamp ering. Wh at is wrong? The SF cds and cogwheel killers are in
black, and the New York and London markings ar e in red .

Please send your answers to the Cincinn ati P.O. Box, or if there is a lack
of time, phone (513) 891-4242, during office hours.

Our readership would appreciate new and interesting problem covers;
and if you have a likely candidate, please send a black and white glossy photo
of it to the Editor.
Review: American Stampless Cover Catalog. Third Edition, edi ted by Ben
jamin Wis hnietsky; E. N. Samp son Editor Emeritus. Published by David G.
Phillips, Inc., P.O. Box 611388, North Miami , Florida 33161. Hardbound , 280
pages, at $30.00 for the regular edition and $50.00 for the deluxe.

A new edition of the stampless cover collectors' bible has recentl y been
published. Th e very capable team of Ben Wishnie tsky, Hubert Skinner, and
Gordon Hudson, along with editor emeritus Nort Sampson, have taken the
labors of love of many specialists to bring out the finest and most complete
work to date for this field of specialization.

Expansion of Section I, General Information, greatly enha nces the under
standing of the town listings. The added number of illustrations and textual
material would make this edition a meanin gful addition to any postal history
student's library. While the photographs are clearer than in previous editions,
they are also considerably reduced in size. Would not a repl acement of some
of these ph otographs by more drawin gs be even more useful to th e student?

Comparing content on a state by state basis with the previous edition
shows additiona l listings to a good number of states. Collectors of Ohio and
1847-1869 ISSUES
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Pennsylvania ma terial will be particul arl y happy to see the extensive revisions
of both sta te list ings. Other list ings, all in th e supplemental marking Secti on

.Ill, th at deserve spec ia l mention are th e Inland Wate rway, Ocean Mail , an d
Free Frank portions.

One ar gument th at will never be sett led is whether pricing is a ben efit
or detriment. This publication do es price b ased on a study of th e auction and
dealer market. My own fee ling after attending local postal history auctions
recently is that pricing only det ermines the starting point until bidding fever
tak es ho ld . The sca rc ity rating that was used in Tracy Simpson's 1851-57 book
publish ed by our Societ y would seem to be a better alternative.

Editor Wi shniet sky states that revisions will come sooner th an th e seven
years since th e second edition. W e hope that he is right and also encourage
all specia lists to help by contributing new information to th e editorial sta ff .
With a price of $30.00 or $50.00 now, signif icant improvem ent will b e need ed
to just ify th e collec tor spendi ng this sum or more in three or four years from
now even with th e ASCC reco gn ized as the sta nda rd reference work.

Rob ert L. Toth
HUGH FINLAY'S JOURNAL
V aluable source for Co lonial period

$5.00 Postpaid
(Che cks to U.S.P.r:.S.)

Richard B. Graham
259 E. Domin ion Blvd., Columbus, O . 432 14
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[
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•1918 •••• 1978
Diamond Jubilee

HARMERS
International

AUCTION OR OUTRIGHT SALE?
A good question in today's market, or is it? Actual ly, there can be no
comparison. Virtual ly all of the major collections that have been sold ,
since the beginning of the 20th Century, have been rea lized through
the auction route .

Even that small percentage of major collections, f irst sold pr ivately,
invariably ended up by be ing sold at auction . So, why include a second
middleman?

It doesn't really make sense, does it?

If you want to know more about selling by auction; if you want the
advantage of your stamps being sold through the most appropriate
of four active auction houses-not agencies-on three continents; if
you want your stamps hand led by a "stamp family" that first started
in stamps some 80 yea rs ago and one that has been in the ph ilatelic
auctioneering business for 60 years; if you want prest ige selling by
a prestige house, you want Harmers International, the oldest "family
stamp auction business" in the world .

We have a book let just published, "Ph ilatelic Se lling" which g ives
you a ll the details of the services, many unique, that are available to
you at norma l commissions. Request a free copy or call us.

HARMERS OF NEW YORK INC.
6 West 48th Street, New York, NY 10036

(212) 757-4460

Pote nt ial ve ndors closer to the West Coast are recommended to wr ite to :

HARMERS OF SAN FRANCISCO INC.
49 Geary Street, Suite 217
San Francisco, CA 94102

(415) 391-8244

NEW YORK - SAN FRANCISCO - LONDON - SYDNEY
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