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U.S. CARRIERS & INDEPENDENT MAILS
GORDON STIMMELL, Editor

BOSTON TO SAINT JOHN STEAMBOAT MAIL
©2003 DAVID D'ALESSANDRIS

In th e 1840s, mail between the Unite d Stat es and the Brit ish North A me rica
Maritime Provinces of New Brun swick , Nova Scotia and Prince Edwa rd Island generally
traveled by land and was exc hange d between the Unit ed States and the Maritimes via
Robbinston , Main e and Saint Andrews, New Brunswi ck. The tra vel time for lette rs
between the major commercial centers of the United States (such as New York City or
Boston) and St. John , New Brunswi ck wa s approximatel y 5 or 6 da ys. Travel tim e
between New York or Boston and Hali fax, Nova Scotia was approx imate ly 8 to 10 days.
Fas te r mail se rv ice wa s ava ilab le between Boston and Halifax, via the Cuna rd line. I

Transatlantic steamers of the Cunard line stopped in Halifax en route between Liverpo ol
and Boston , and vice -versa . Travel tim e on thi s route was only 2 days; how ever, the
service was only available on a bi-weekly basis. The other alternative was to send a letter
care of a ship captain who happ ened to be head ing in the right direction .

Beginning in the mid-1840s, ex press companies began providin g serv ice between
Boston and St. John , New Brunswick via sc heduled steamboat service . Th e ex pre ss
co mpanies eve ntually became route age nts of the United States Post Offic e, and in some
cases were subsidized by the Provinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Thi s article
explores the evo lution of mail service on the Boston to St. John stea mboat route from its
beginnings until the Canadian Confederation on July I, 1867, when New Brun swick and
Nova Scotia became part of the Domini on of Canada.

I. Boston - St. John Steamboat Service
A. Origins of the Route

In the late 1700 s and the ea rly 1800s. mai l bet ween the Uni ted Sta tes and the
Maritime Pro vinces was ca rried by coasta l vesse ls that would ca ll at ports a long the
Atlantic Coast and the Bay of Fundy. Th e first scheduled se rvice bet ween the Unit ed
State s and St. John was the Littl e Belt , which operated as a packet betw een Eastport and
St. John in 1814 .2 As dem on str ated by the map (Figure I ), Eastp ort, Maine enjoys a
strategic location on Moo se Island in Passamaquoddy Bay right on the int ernati onal
bound ary with New Brun swick. In fact, Eastport was occ upied by Briti sh troops betwee n
July II , 1814 and Jun e 30, 1818 as part of the War of 1812 and a linger ing boundary
dispute. Th e boundary between Main e and New Brunswi ck regard ing the is lands in
Passamaquoddy Bay was not settled until November 1817.-' Steamboat' service came to
the route in 1823 wh en the Kennebec Steam Na vi gati on Company ' s Main e made
occasional calls in St. John ; however, regula r service did not begin until 1825 when the
Eagle began opera ting a regular service between Eastport and St. John, co nnec ting with
stea mboats se rv icing Portl and and Bost on .' John War d ' s St. John ope ra ted bet ween

'From 1848 to 1850, Cunard Line stea mers bound for New York also stopped in Halifax.
2C.M. Jeph cott , V.G . Greene and John H.M . Young, The Postal History oj Nova Scotia and

Nell' Brunswick, 1754-1867 (Toronto: Sissions Publi cations Ltd., 1964), p. 205.
-'Harold A. Davis. "A n International Co mm unity on the St. Croix (1604- 1930)," The Maine

Bulletin, Vol. LII , No . 12 (A pril 1950), p. 112.
'The steam powered vesse ls in thi s ar ticle wi ll be referred to as steamboats regardless of

whether the vesse l was under co ntract with the Post Office Departm ent at the time.
5Jephcott, p. 205.
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Figure 1. Outline map showing the New Brunswick - New England area

Eastport and St. John starting in 1826." Then in the 1830s James Whitney's steamers, the
Henrietta. Ma id of the Mist and Gazelle, operated fro m St. John to St. Stephen, St.
Andrews and Eastport. '

Regul arly scheduled steamboat service between Portland and St. John was first
attempted by the Royal Tar in 1836.8 In the mid- 1830s, the re exi sted a net work of
steamboat lines in St. John connecti ng the city with Fredericton and Annapolis, Nova
Scotia, and then by stage with Halifax. Similarly, Eastport was a hub for steamboat lines to
St. Andrews, New Brun swick and Calais , Maine . In addition, Por tland was a hub for
steamboat lines to Boston as well as Bangor and Augusta, Mai ne, and intermediate ports.
Of course Boston was a major shipping hub, providing steamer service to Europe and the
Caribbea n. The Royal Tar served as a trunk line connecting these independ ent steamboat
lines." The Royal Tar operated for one season befo re ending in a fatal shipwreck. The ship
departed St. John on October 2 1, 1836. After seeking refuge from a storm at Eastport until
October 25, the ship departed for Boston ; however, it had to take refuge once agai n in
Penobscot Bay. Whil e in Penobscot Bay, the ship caught fire and sank, taking with it 33
passengers as well as an elephant, two camels, a gnu, two lions, a tiger, a leopard and a
collec tion of snakes and birds from a traveling circus."

"Ibid .
' Ibid.
'Arthur A. Johnson, "The International Line: A History of the Boston-Saint John Steamship

Serv ice," American Neptune, Vol. 33, No. 2 (April 1973), p. 80.
"Ibid.
-tu«. p. 82.
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B. Initial Service
Scheduled stea mboat serv ice between Boston and S1. John finally started with James

Whitney's North America, which opera ted between 1839 and 1843.11 The North America
(Figure 2) was a 155 foot sidewhee ler which displaced 296 tons. Passeng ers co uld book
deck passage or, for an extra payment , they could sleep in one of the two dormitory room s
which cou ld house sixty men and thirt y wom en." The steamboat operated among $1. John ,
Eastport and Boston. " The North America carried a letter bag , and advertised that she
would carry letters from S1. John to Boston for 71hd eac h" and from Boston to S1. John for
12112 cents each." The North America was wrecked in a sto rm in November 1846 off
Mount Desert , Maine. Battered by the seas, the steamer took on water, putt ing out the fire
for the boilers. The steamboa t washed ashore on Long Island , Maine without a loss of life;
however, during the night the island ers stripped the boat of every thing of value, including
the possessions of the passengers. " However, it does not appear that the North America
was regularly operating on the Boston to S1. John route at the time it wrecked. "

Figure 2. Engraving of the S.S. North America IJephcott, p. 193)

While the North America offered service between S1. Jo hn and Boston , a competing
service, es ta blishe d in 184 2 by the Peoples Lin e, provid ed se rvice fro m Bost on to
Eastport, Main e, with so me steambo ats stoppi ng in Portl and, Main e, en ro ute, wi th

"lbid., pp. 82-83 .
-tu«. p. 82.
-tu«, pp. 83, 94.
"Jephcott, p. 205, quoting New Brun swick COl/riel', Novemb er 16, 1839.
"Boston Post, Vol XIX, No. 90, April 17, 1841.
"Johnson, p. 84.
"Johnson seem s to indicate that the North America was still on the Boston to S1. John run;

however , Jephcott , pp . 192-93, indi cates tha t she was operating fro m S1. John to Digby and
Annapolis, Nova Scot ia beginnin g in 1841 . Advertisements indicate that she was operating between
Boston and S1.John dur ing the summer of 1841 .

10 Chronicle 201 I February 2004 I Vol. 56. No. I



con nec ting serv ice from Eastport to St. John. Wh ile the co nnect ing service on the Peoples
Line might appear to be a less desirable operation, it was orga nized in this manner for a
logical reason- to avoid taxes.

At the time, laws prevented foreign flag stea mboats from offe ring service between
ports in the United States . Thus a New Brunswick stea mboat operating from St. John
co uld del iver freight and passengers in Eas tport, Portland or Boston ; however, the boa t
co uld not provide service amo ng Eastport, Portland and Boston. On the retu rn trip, the
steamer co uld pick up at Boston, Portl and or Eastport , but only for delivery in St. John."
United States flag vesse ls were under similar restrictions; however, since St. John was the
only New Brunswi ck port on the route, thi s did not present the sa me difficulty. An
American vesse l could trade between United Stat es port s and could pick up and discharge
passengers and fre ig ht at St. John. But th e legal co ns ideratio ns did no t end there.
American vessels engaged in international trad e had to pay higher port and tonnage fees in
the American ports than did vesse ls engage d so lely in the coastal trade within the United
States. " Thu s the Peop les Line stea mboa ts operating between Eastport and Boston would
pay th e lower, coas ta l-t rade port fees in Bost on and Portland. Only th e steamboat
ope rating between St. John and Eastport would pay the higher international vessel fees
charged by th e United St at es , and th en only in Eastpo rt. By 1853, th e steamboat
companies figured out that they could change the steamer's enrollme nt for coastal trade to
a registry for intern ational operation at the Eastport Customs Hou se on the way to St. John
and then cancel the steamer's internatio nal registry and enroll for coasta l trade at the
Eas tpo rt Customs House on the way back to Boston." Th e red tape involved with changing
the steamboat's registration at the Eas tport Custom s House was apparently less onero us
than tr an sferring passen gers and frei ght between steame rs in Eas tpo rt , becau se the
steamers began opera ting all the way to St. John in 1853.2 1

Prior to 1853, freight and passengers travel ing from Boston to St. John would take a
steamer from Boston to Eastport , Maine where they would co nnect with another steamer
for tra vel from Eas tpo rt to St. John. When the service started, the Boston to Eas tport
service on the Peop les Line was pro vided by the steamer Bangor, while the Nova Scotia
operated the leg between Eastport and St. John." Despite the need to transfer passengers
and freight in Eastport , the Peoples Line made better time between Boston and St. John
than did the No rth America, and, in addition the Peop les Line cha rged only $6.00 for
passage from Boston to St. John-half of the fare on the North America,"

Following the success of the North America, a number of other steamboats operated
on the Boston to St. John route, including the Penobscot, Portland, Herald and Charter
Oak . Th e Penobscot was ope rated by the North America n Stea mboa t Company on the
Boston to St. John route in 1843, and took on letters free of charge at St. John, depositing
them in the mails at Boston ." The Portland was built in 1835 and was opera ted by Seward
Porter between Eastport and Boston in 1844 and poss ibly 1845. She was 155 feet in length
and displaced 445 tons." The Herald opera ted between St. John and Eastport between
1844 and 1846 and connec ted with the Portland in Eastpo rt while the Portland operate d
on the route. The Charter Oak norm ally operated on the Portl and to Bangor route, but
substituted for the steamer Portland on the Boston to St. John route around Jun e 1846.

"Johnson, p. 83.
vtu«
»tua..p. 84.
-tu«. pp. 83-84.
" Ibid., p. 84.
" Ibid.
'"Jephcott, pp. 205-06.
" Johnson, pp. 85,94.
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In the Spring of 1847 a gro up of Eastport investo rs for med the East port Eastern
Steamship Company and purchased the steamer Admiral. From a postal histo ry standpoint,
the Admiral was probably the most important vessel to serve this route . The Admiral was
224 feet in length and displaced 648 tons, and was said to be able to complete the Boston
to St. John run in as little as 19 hours and at most 26.26 Th is was between ten and 17 hours
faster than the Royal Tar or the North America," The Admiral operated on the Boston to
St. John route between 1847 and 1861 when she was sold to the government for use in the
Civil War. She became the United States Quartermaster 's Division (USQMD) Guide from
November 8, 1861 until November 29 , 1865. 28 The Admiral's service on the route was
interrupted in 1854 because it wrecked. The Admiral left Portland on July 25, 1854 for
Eastport and St. John when she wrecked on Moult on 's Rock at Wallace Cove, near Lubec,
Maine." The Admiral was repaired and placed back in serv ice in the next navigat ion
season. The Governor operated the Admiral's schedule for several mon ths and then the
Adelaide fi lle d in fro m September th rou gh the rema inder of the 1854 season." A n
adverti sement for the Governor in the Eastpo rt Sentin el shortly after the wreck of the
Admiral touted the crew as being the same captain and pilots as having been on the route
for several seasons on the Admiral, and stated that this was "sufficient recommendation of
their skill and effici ency" even though this was apparently the same crew that had ju st
wrecked the Admiral,"

The 1847 navigation season also saw the debut of the Senato r, operated by a gro up
of investors led by Thomas Parks of St. John. Although the Senato r, at 2 19 feet and 754
tons, was larger than the Admiral, Parks sold the Senator afte r j ust one year and purchased
the Admiral from the Eastport Eastern Steamship Com pany. Under Parks' control , the
Admiral operated from Boston to Eastport, where the Admiral con nected with the Maid of
Er in, an other Parks steame r operat ing bet ween Ea s tport and St. John . Th e trul y
distinguishing feature of the Maid of Erin was that she was painted green." The Maid of
Erin burned at her pier in Portland in 1849.

In 1850, Hathaway and Small, a St. John company, put the Creole on the Eastport to
St. John route." In 1852, the newl y formed Calais Steamboat Company built the 230 foot,
616 ton Eastern City (Figure 3) for the Boston to SI. John Route. Like the Admiral, the
Eastern City served on the route until drafted for Civil War service. The 734 ton Adelaide
(Figure 4) joined the Eastern City on the Calais Steamboat Company's service in 1854..l-l

C. Consolidation
. The Eastport and Calais steamboat companies engage d in several vicious rate wars

durin g the early years of the 1850s. The companies then limited their co mpetition, and
began a policy of coo peration which left only the Admiral, the Adelai de and the Eastern

»na«. p. 84.
" Ibid.
" Cal Hahn , "Steamboats Carried the Mail," Stamp Collector, February 7, 1983. p. 28 .
" Eastport Sentinel, Vol. 36, No. 42, August 2, 1854.
3OHahn, p. 28.
" Eastport Sentinel, Vol. 36 No . 43 , August 9, 1854.
" Johnson, p. 85.
»tu«.
"The Ca lais Steamboa t Co mpany' s purchase of the Adelaide result ed in a lawsuit which made

its way to the United States Supreme Court. See Calais Steamboat Company 1'. Scudder, 67 U.S.
282 ( 1863).
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Figure 3. Engraving of the S.S. Eastern City (Jephcott, p. 209)

.3 T E l }". !'I.! J~ 1t 11 J) 'J; '.L111 D 'J;
~J I yt'.' " 1" • .. . ..

bet.... . n Bost o"' . Portla nd . E. s tp ort a."d 51. Joh n 's . 11 . B,-.- t· · " .' .... - , ~ . .-.... _. ' '','' '"
Side-wheel steamer " ~ I de/aide) 73·1 t0115. bu il t in 1854

Peabody M useu l1I oj Salem

Figure 4. Engraving of the S.S. Adelaide (Johnson, Plate 1, following p. 90)
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Figure 5. International Steamship Line pier in Eastport, Me. (Eastport Island City)

City operating on the route from the mid- 1850s through 1859.35 In 1860, the owners of the
Portland Steam Packet Comp any, with John B. Coy le as their leader, bought out the Calais
and Eastport companies, forming the Internation al Steam ship Comp any." Figure 5 shows
the International Steam ship Comp any's wharf in Eastport, Maine circa 1890. Allegedly,
Internation al Steam sh ip acco mplished the take- over und er the th reat that the larger
Portland companies would drive the Calais and Eastport companies out of business if they
did not cooperate." The International Steamship Comp any replaced the Admiral and the
Eastern Cit)' with two new steamers, the New Brunswick and the New England. Both of
the new steamers were substantially larger than the Admiral and Easte rn City. The New
Brunswick was built in 1861, and was 224 feet in length and displaced 804 tons." In 1862,
while awa iting deli very of the New England, the International Stea mship Line put the
Forest City on the Boston to St. John run, taking it off of its normal Boston to Portland
run." The New England was built in 1862, and was 230 feet in length and displaced 1,025
tons." During the 1860s there were several attempts by other steamboat lines to break into

" Johnson, p. 86.
»tu«
37lbid.
»tu«, p. 94.
nu«. p. 88.
4°lbid. , p. 94.
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the Boston to St. John market. In the early 1860s, Hath away and Small put the Great
La kes steamer New York on th e ro ute ; however, the Internati on al Lin e bo ug ht out
Hathaway and Small and later itself operated the New York on the route.

In 1863, the Boston company of Spear, Lang and Delano, whic h advertised itself as
the United States Mail Line, opera ted the General Banks and Adm iral Dul'ont on the route
for just one season, before selling the steamers. The General Banks and Admiral DuPont
had started life as British mail packets before being cap tured while servi ng as Co nfederate
blockade ru nners! ' Th e Admiral DuPont displ aced 473 ton s, and was built in 1847.
In itiall y nam ed the Anglia, she wa s opera ted by the Cheste r and Holyhead Rail way
Co mpany. In 1859 she was transfe rred to the Lond on and North western Railway, before
becoming a blockade runner in 1861, and being captured by Union forces in 1862.42 The
Scotia was the Anglia's 479 ton sister ship. Like the Anglia, the Scotia was built in 1847
and operated by the Chester and Holyhead Railway until being transferre d to the London
and No rthwestern Rail way in 1859, becomi ng a blockade runne r in 1861 , and being
captured in 1862.43 In 1866, the Zodiac operated on the Boston to St. John route, but not
much is known about this steamer. By 1871 it was possible to travel by train from Boston
to St. John ; however, the Intern ational Steamship line operated the Boston to St. John
route until June 1941. 44

II. Express Service Between Boston and St. John
Loose letters were priva tely carried by ship captains on this route almos t from the

beg inning . Some of the steamers, such as the No rth America . eve n adverti sed that they
would carry mail to Boston for a fee. The next step in the developm ent of this mail route
was the evo lutio n of the express comp anies.

A. Hal e and Compan y
The ea rliest indepe nden t mail serv ice on the Boston to St. John steamboats appears

to have been Hale & Co. The company carried mail and provided express services and, in
addition, maintained safes on board the steamers." Service was advertised at least as early
as Jul y 1844 to Eastport, St. Andrews and St. John ." However, it appear s that service to
these cities was provided by Gunni son 's Express, in co njunction with Hale & Co. At least
th ree covers are known to have been ca rried by th is route, and two of the three have
Gunnison 's markings in addi tio n to the Hale & Co. ma rking s. The cover without a
Gunnison 's Express marking (Figure 6) orig inated in Bradford, Massachusetts in October
1844 , and wa s ca rried by Hale ' s to its St. John office where it en tered the mail s for
del ivery to Anna po lis, Nova Scotia . Th e cover likel y was ca rr ied by the Por tland
connecting in Eastport with the Herald to St. John . Hale 's adve rtised price for delivery to
St. John was 121h¢ . The cover was franked with a Hale & Co. local stamp (Sco tt 75L5),
paying only half of the publ ished rate to St. John, and was then rated 7 pence for the
provincial postage from St. John to Annapolis. The cover is also notable for likely being
the earlies t use of an adhesive stamp to pay postage from the United States to a foreign
country and being one of only two usages of any independent mail adhesive stamps to a
foreig n country." It is unclear when Hale & Co. stopped providing service to St. John .

»tu«; p. 88.
42http://www.theships list.com/shipsll ines/feeders.html.
-tu«
44Johnson, pp. 90 , 93 .
-tu«. pp. 79-8 0.
" Ibid ., p. 80 & n I ; see also Robert A. Siegel Sale 830 , Lot 265 , quot ing Morning Courier and

New York Enquirer, July 4, 1844 .
" Robert A. Siegel Sale 830, Lot #265 , Nove mber 13 and 14,2000.

Chronicle 20 I I February 2004 I Vol. 56, No. I 15



Figure 6. 1844 Hale & Co. cross border cover, Bradford, Mass. to St. John, Robert A.
Siegel Sale 830, lot #265

S ";-. .;r;h n N /3
/0/ .48//8 .

Figure 7. 1844 Gunnison's Express Co. cover, Schuyler Rumsey Auction 13, lot 173
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B. Gunnison's Express
Joseph Gunnison operated his express serv ice between Boston, Eastport and St. John

beginning in late in I844 }8 Although prim arily a package exp ress, Gunnison did provide
an independe nt mail service." Gunnison 's Express manu script markings are known dur ing
the period 1844-1849. The "Gunnison's Express Office & Court St. Boston" 37mm oval
hand stamp marking is ge nera lly seen on covers in 1844 and 1845. Figure 7 shows an 1844
Gunnison 's cover, likely carried by the Herald from St. John to Eastport where it would
have con nected with the Portland for carriage to Boston. The cove r is manuscript rated
12 1h ¢ , th e sa me ra te c harged by Hal e & Co . Durin g th is pe r iod, Gunn ison ' s
adve rtisements (Figure 8) indicated that he opera ted his express business via the Steamer
Portlan d , with se rv ice to Bost on departing Calai s and Eastport every Tuesday."
Contemporary adve rtisements indicate that the Portialid connected with the S.S. Herald in
Eas tport for service to St. John."

Figure 8. Gunnison's advertisement, Eastport Sentinel, August 27, 1845

On or about December 29, 1847, the Post Office Departm ent appointed Gunni son to
the position of Steamboat Letter Carri er, as was J. Judson Ame s, presumably the same
person who operated Ame s Express." As a steamboat letter carrier on the Boston, Port land
and Eastport route, Gunnison was compensated by the Unit ed States Post Office based
upo n the volume of mai l he carried. For more information on the steamboat letter carriers,
see part III belo w. It appears that Gunn ison stopped using his hand stamp marking before
he was appointed a steamboat letter carrier. It has been suggested that the steamboat letter

" Jephcott. p. 2 13. However, other sources indicate that Gunnison started his express in 1842,
which predates Hale ' s operatio n; see Wi lliam Henr y Kilby, Eastport and Passamaquoddy: A
Collection ofHistorical and Biographical Sketches, reprint from original 1888 ed. (Eastport, Maine:
Border Historical Society, 2003), p. 282.

" Jephcott, p. 2 13.
'"Calais Advertiser, August 27, 1845.
" Calais Advertiser, June 5, 1844.
" Elliott Perry, Pat Paragraphs, cornp. by George T. Turner and Thomas E. Stanton (Takoma

Park, Md.: Bureau Issues Association, Inc., 1981), p. 324.
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carriers were allowed, or even enco uraged, to operate express services in addition to being
steam boat letter carriers so that customers could send parcels as we ll as correspondence
through the same vendor, while the Post Office Department maintained the first-class mail
monopoly. By 1848, Gu nnison 's ads indicated that he was operating his express service on
the Steamer Admiral," Service was discontinu ed in 1851, but resumed in 1853.54 In its
second incarnation, Gunnison 's adve rtised service between Boston , Portland, Eastport,
Lubec , Machias, Pembrook, St. Andrew s and St. John. " Fo llowing resumption of his
express service, Gunni son was appointed to be a Steamboat Letter Carrier on the Adelaide
on August 22 , 1854. He was removed from that positi on on January 29 , 1855. 56 On
January 17, 1861 , Gunni son was appointed to the steamer New Brunswick. Gunnison then
sold his express service to Eastern Express of Boston sometime between April and June
1861.57

Gunnison' s Express appears to have provided local delivery service in Boston, and
connecting service through Hale & Co. for delivery in New York City, rather than a "to the
mail s" local post service . Gunni son 's Express ' adve rtisements do not include a fee
schedule; however, some of the covers, like the cover in Figure 7, have manuscript ratings
of 121M for delivery from St. John to Boston. Prior to July I , 1845 , the rate via the post
office would have been 183/4 U.S. postage from Boston to the lines and 7 pence New
Brun swick postage from the exc hange office to St. John. After Jul y I, 1845 , the U.S.
postage would have been reduced to 5¢; however, the combined U.S. and New Brun swick
postage would still exceed the Gun nison 's Express charge.

C. Favor 's Express
Gunnison 's much more famous successor was Favor's Express. Col. Hiram S. Favor

was born in Eastport, Maine and then es tablished an express busin ess in Boston . The
express was founded in 1849, headquartered in Boston, with office s in Portland , Eastport
and St. John." Colonel Favor was a well known figure on the Admiral, famous for always
having a bottl e of Hennessey 's whisky on tap in his stateroom. His stateroom was the
"resort of drummers and all good fellows who traveled the line, and there on stormy nights
the sound of song and laughter was heard above the howling of the gale.''" Favor 's Express
initially operated on the Steamer Admiral between Boston, Portland and Eastport and then
provided connecting service on board the Maid of Erin, and later the Creole betw een
Eastport and St. John. As was mentioned earlier, beginning in 1853, the Admiral began
opera ting between Boston and St. John, without the need to change ships in Eastport.
Contemporary advertisements indicate that Favor 's express operated via both the Admiral
and the Eastern City:"

In addition to manuscript markings, Favor 's express also used express labels and
handstamp markin gs. The earliest covers display a black on orange paper express label,

" Calais Adve rtiser , June 14, 1848.
54Jephcolt, p. 2 14.
55Eastport Sentinel , Vol. 37, No. 35, June 13, 1855.
S6Perry, p. 324
" Jephcott, p. 2 15. Gunni son severed his ties with Turner' s Express on April I, 186 1, and

publish ed an ad ver tisement announcing the sale of his express se rv ice da ted Jun e 4, 1861.
Gunnison ' s sale of his express business probably coincides with his appointment as inspector of the
customs at Eastport by President Lincoln. Kilby, p. 282.

" Jephcott, p. 2 17.
" Alvin F. Harlow, Old Waybi lls (New York: D. Appleton-Century Co., Inc, 1934), p 71.
f<JEastport Sent inel , Vol. 36, No. 30, May 10, 1854.
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Figure 9. Favor's Express label
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Figure 10. Favor's Express boxed handstamp
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without an address . (Figure 9). This was followed by a similarly designed 30mm by 25mm
boxed handstamp , reported in 1850, showing an address of 7 State Street in Boston. By
1851, the black on gree n express labels indicate d a new addres s at 10 Cour t Square in
Boston." (Figures 9, 10). There are two varieties of the black on gree n express labels, a
46mm by 34.5mm version reported in 1851, and a 47mm by 33mm variety reported in
1855. The red 33mm triple circle "Favor's Express Boston, 10 Court Sq." marking appea rs
to be the most common, and it has been reported used between 1851 and 1855. Figure II
shows a cover ca rrie d by Favor's Express fro m St. John to New York. Th e cover is
datelined St. John August 7, 185 I. It was carried by Favor's Express from St. John to
Eastport via the Creole, departing St. John on the morning of August 8 and connecting in
Eastport with the Admira l departing Eastport that same afternoon. The cover entered the
mails in Boston as an unpaid letter from a non-contract steamer where it was rated 5¢ due.

/

-r:

Figure 11. Favor's Express triple circle handstamp

" Pavor' s represen tative in Eastport was Sam uel B. Wadswo rth. His co mpany is still in
business in Eas tport , operating as S.L. Wadswo rth & Sons. The store advertise s itse lf as the
country ' s oldest ship chandlery. Unfort unately, the company does not have any of its business
records from the I850s.

(to be continued)
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